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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadaaaab, Women's Zionist Organl1atlon of Americc 
Mlzrachl Organization of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Organllatlon of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Boulevard 
Shaker Heights 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

Se~tember 13, 1948 

It occurs to me that with the return of more Zionist leaders from 
Palestine, you will probably want to assemble in the very near future 
your colleagues on the .American Section of the Jewish Agency Executive 
on the one hand, and the Emergency Council on the other. The 1')8.rti-
ci. ts at these meetings will look to you for specific suggestions 
regarding the reorganization of both bodies in line with the new situ
ation. In this connection, I should like to submit to you some of my 
thoughts on this subject. 

1. Organization of the Agency Executive 

While greater efficiency would presumably be achieved by kee ing 
the members of the Agency Executive as a supreme deliberative body, with 
all executive fu..~ctions entrusted to a rofeseional staff guided by the 
Chairman, a number of your colleagues on the ency Executive will nrob
ably prefer to retain the Jerusalem pattern of having the Agency Execu
tive ftmction as a cabinet, with each member of the Executive in charge 
of one department. This system results in greater diffusion of authority 
and does not lend itself very well to a streamlined job of coordination 
of efforts. Nevertheless, you may have to consider this pattern in view 
of the ~robable preference of your colleagues for it. Should this be 
the case, it might be necessary for you to come to the meeting with a 
ready ~roposal regarding the distribution of portfolios among the mem
bers of the Executive. 

2. Departments of the Agency 

In addition to one or more departments which would deal with eco
nomic questions (regarding which I have no sug stions to make in view 
of my lack of familiarity with the subject), the A~ ,rican Section of the 
Agency would have to embrace the followin principal functions: organi
zation in North America or in the whole of the Wes ern Hemisphere; 
propaganda of Zionist ideas and information on Zionism and Israel for 
the JeWish press and the Jewish populations of the Western Hemisnhere; 
press a.nd information services to enlighten non-Jewish public opinion 
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in the Western Hemisphere regarding Zionism and Israel; guidance of 
the local Zionist federations in individual countries of the Western 
Hemisphere in their efforts to encourage their respective governments 
to display a favorable attitude toward Israel (this would correspond 
to what wa.a known in pre-Israel days as 11poli t1cal II activities); liaison 
work with friendly non-Jewish organizations, such as the ACFC, the AAU1T 
and others, all over the Western Hemisphere; youth and Aliyah work in 
the Western Hemisphere. 

Some of these functions could be grouped together into one depart
ment. I would ad.vise, however, against fusing too many of these activi
ties in one sprawling department of nress and propaganda. Enlighten
ment activities among Jews whom we seek to make loyal adherents of the 
Zionist movement and among non-Jews from whom we expect understanding 
and moral su_port, demand different techniques and ap roaches. These 
two main branches of activity should certainly be kept apart. 1oreover, 
attention would. have to be given to the need of staffing the various 
departments with ~eople who have a knowledge and understanding of the 
Latin nerican as well as of the North American scene. 

It is possible that the next Zionist Congress Will result in some 
further structural changes. Moreover, adjustments may recommend them
selves after the first few months of trial and error of the new set-up. 
In order to avoid the creation of too unwieldy and a rge an apnaratus 
which it may be difficult to change later on, I would recommend that 
the initial staff of the American Section be held within rather narrow 
bowids. It should be headed by an executive director in the American 
fashion or by a secretary general after t he Old World pattern. It would 
be best not to appoint more than 5-6 higher staff members in charge of 
various activities (not cowiting those who would be connected with the 
economic departments). You will know whether it will be possible to make 
these appointments on the basis of merit only, or whether the rty key 
system will have to be ta.ken into consideration. 

An inportant problem for the American Section of the Executive 
will be to establish at once its authority with the Zionist groups out
side the United States. Otherwise, those groups will continue to look 
to Jerusalem and/or Tel Aviv exclusively, by-passing in practice the 
American Section. I would recommend, therefore, that one or several 
members of the American Section or, if this proves impossible, a few 
staff members especially appointed for this purpose (the appointment 
need not be a permanent one) arrange visits to all countries of the 
Western Hemisphere in which there exists a Zionist movement. 

J. P9litical Relations between the American Sectio~ 
and Indivjdual Government, 

To some extent, the American Section may have to continue maintain
ing direct relations with the governments of the Western Hemisphere. 
In the smaller countries, each time a high functionary of the Executive 
is present for a visit, an opportunity would be given for tormal and 
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social contacts with the heads of the local "'Overnment. On the whole, 
owever, political relations of this nature will ass on the interna

tional level to the diplomatic renresent tive of Israel, and on the 
internal level to the representatives of the locB.l Zionist movements. 
Mhe American Section of the Agency, as suggested before, should guide 
the latter activity, but it ~ill have to be a discreet guidance under
taken from the background. 

As far as the American Government is concerned, I believe that the 
American Section of the Executive will be in a position to develop im
portant relations with Washington in connection with the economic ac
tivities for Israel which will be directed by the Agency. The repre
sentation of the Agency in Washington may have to be informal rather 
than • formal, ... , but in setting up the economic departments, atten
tion should be given to the need to have there a few people qualified 
to maintain relations with .American governmental authorities. 

4. The American Set-la> 

The coordination of Zionist efforts in the United States, as nrac
ticed hitherto in the AZEC, has fully proven itself. It is essential 
that Zionism in the United States maintain a single renresentative body 
active in the field of public relations. It is equally essential that 
the organizational set-up of American Zionism, maintained in many other 
countries by countrywide Zionist federations, be placed on a permanent 
basis in this country as well. I su est that one body be created which 
would unite the essential functions of the AZEC with those of the central 
Shekel and Election Commission in this country. The "emergency" must, of 
course, disappear from the title, and the new body could be called either 

-1ERIC ~ ZIC !ST COIDTCIL -- to indicate its continuity with the AZEC -
or · RIC ZIO IST FEDERATIO? -- in line with the accepted terminology 
in other countries. This body could organize the shekel and election 
campaign for the next Zionist Congress, carry out a nrogram of public 
information and propaganda under the guidance of the Agency Executive, 
act as a liaison body and to some extent controlling body of the Funds 
in this country (unless the ZOA is able to maintain its own predoninance 
in this respect), and function as channel for whatever renresentations 
American Zionists find it necessary to address to the U.S. Government. 

In line with this character, the "Council" or "Federation" would 
have to organize, in addition to the deuartments now existing in the 
AZEC, an organization department. A ashington representative would 
have to remain part of the set-up. 

While it would be natural for you to draw on the personnel of the 
AZEC in planning the organization of the American Section of the ency, 
it would hardly be feasible, on the staff level, to keep the same set 
of ople working in both institutions for any length of time. It might 
be advisable. therefore, to decide at an early date whom of the present 
top ersonnel of the AZEC you would like to take over into the Agency 
set-up and whom you would like to keep in charge of the American scene. 
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I take it for granted that, because of the continuing im~ortance of 
America in the picture , you would continue to h ad the "Federation"• 
as well as the American Section of the Agenc~,. In view of the need for 
the "Federation II to be prepared to undertake t; .gci.n nationwide political 
ce.nmaie;ns directed at the Government, I would suggest that the admin
istrative head of the 11Federetion 11 be a man fully acquainted with this 
type of activities. If, therefore, you think in terms of taking over 
Mr. Shapiro as executive director or secretary general of the ~ency, 
it would be best to keep 11r. Tuvim as executive director of the 
"Federation 11 • 

Sincerely yours, 

13.A.:AF :Benjamin Akzin 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver Date Sentember 15, 1948 

Benjamin Ak:zin 

Some time ago there appeared a desnatch in the press announcing 
that Senator Vandenberg was preparing a major speech on foreign 
policy. I thereupon asked r . Slomovitz to approach the Senator, 
both in person ard by letter , to ask him to include in that speech 
an exposition of the Republican policy on Palestine. Follo~ing is 
Vandenberg 's reply to ~r . Slomovitz: 

"My proposed foreign policy address is still a □atter of 
speculation. I do not know whether it will 1hap~en 1 or not. 
If it does, however , I doubt whether it will be possible to 
go into specific details nursuant to your suggestion. But I 
shaJ.l not forget your request if , as and when the matter sub
sequently comes to a head." 

BA:AF 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

1200 EIGHTEENTH STREET, N. W. 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 

WASHINGTON 6, 0. C. 
EXECUTIVE 1060 

Poale Zion-Zerie Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

September 29, 1948 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
19810 Shaker Boulevard, 
Shaker Heights 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. sii'Yer: 

Together w1 th ray beet wishes to Mrs. Silver and to you for a Happy 
New Year, permit me to suggest an idea in connection with Governor Dewey's 
continuing silence on the subject of Palestine. I am writing this in 
case the Governor's announced speech on foreign policy tomrrow will still 
contain nothing satisfactory on our problem. 

I understam from Harry Shapiro that, on tbs Governor's suggestion, 
you mve been in touch concerning thie mstter with Mr. Straus. I don't 
know what stands in the way of a suitable pronouncenent by Dewey, but I 
would guess that it is the impression which baa suddenly gained a tremendous 
lot of ground both in Democratic and Republi can circles that "any pro
Jewish pronouncement on the question of Palestine, while it would attract 
Jewish votes, would alienate a large number of non-Jewish votes." 

•rhia idea might have some basis if the pronouncements on Palestine 
would continue to be e8 crudely worded and 88 obviously intended for 
political purposes as baa been the caae in the past. I believe, however, 
that it is mainly a natter of wording and timing. If a paragraph on Falestine, 
instead of being put in a special statement issued to the Jews, were put in 
the right context w1 th a discussion w1 th the rest of American foreign 
policy and worded accordingly, I am certain that it .:,uld not ruffle the 
feelings of anyone in the country, however little he or she may like the 
Jews. 

With this in mind, I would suggest that Governor Dewey put his thougbt s 
on Palestine in approximately the following manner: 

'lhere is another question of foreign policy which the 
present Administration has handled in a most unsatisfactory 
manner. I refer to the question of Palestine. After the 
United Nations have recommended the partition of Palestine 
into a Jewish and an Arab State -- in my opinion, a moat 
wise compromise recommendation -- the course ot the United 
states should have been obvious. we should have supported 
this Resolution of the United Nations. The support should 
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not have involved any sending of troops, nor any economic 
sanctions. But we should have made clear that the United 
Nations Aesembly having spoken, oonsidertll the matter 
settled. We should not have lent aid to efforts to raise 
the question once more, to exchange partition for trustee-ship, to gerrymander the proposed boundaries, or anything 
of the kind. 

Unfortunately, the Ad.miniatration did not keep to thia 
steady course. It found just as difficult to keep a eteady 
course~as it found difficult to keep a steady oourse on 
Germany, or on China, or on Latin America, or on a number 
of other questions. It contributed to the instability of 
the Middle East by suggesting last spring that the partition 
scheme be dropped in favor of something else, and it further 
contributed to the instability of the Middle East just a few 
days ago by prematurely endorsing the territorial proposals 
of Count Bernadotte without asking itself whether these pro
posals are justified in themselves or whether they constitute 
a new attempt to deYiate from the recommendation made pre
viously by the United Nations Assembly. 

In the matter of Palestine, as in a number of other 
matters, American policy will need more steadiness and more 
careful thought. '!be United States has not given its support 
to the establishment of a Jewish State in part or Palesti~e 
uniquely or primarily because we like the Jews, even though 
our sympathy w1 th the homeless Jewish refugees and with the 
attempt of the Jews of Palestine to gain an independent status 
was an important consideration • .American support to the idea 
of a Jewish State was primarily predicated on two thoughts: 
first, the thought that every people, large or small, ia 
entitled to national imependence, We stand for the independence 
of the Arabs, of the Czechs, or the Balts, and it is only fair 
that we should acknowledge the right of the ancient Jewish 
people to indepenient existence as well. Second, comes the 
thought that the existence in the old world or a large number 
of Jews displaced or, at any rate discriminated against, poaea 
a grave international problem. While hoping to alleviate this 
question by taking our full share of immigrants, and while 
hoping that other countries as well will prove generous in 
admitting refugees and displaced persons from abroad, it must 
have been clear that the simplest solution, as far as J'ewiah 
D.P's. are concerned, was to open to them the gates or their 
own Jewish State. 'lb make thia poaaible, the J'ewiah State 
1hould have sufficient territory to absorb those immigrants. 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

In drawing the boundaries tbs United Nations Assembly has 
wisely taken this aspect into oonaiieration. Any attempt 
to reduce the territory or the Jewish State beyond the 
minimum establishea by the United Nations Asaembly is 
neither respectful to the Assembly nar wise. I do hope 
that the preaen t Administration has not yet conmi tted 
itself to such a reduction or the territory or Israel. 
If it has, this is one more proof that the Administration 
needs changing. 

Please bear in mind that in drafting the above, I did not write a 
Zionist statemnt. I wrote the draft in the way in which I wrote a great 
many documents while in Federal service: w1 th an eye to the general 
exigencies of the American scene. 

I hope that the above may co1111 in usefully in your discussions w1 th 
Kr. straus. 

Sincerely yours, 

Benjamin Akzin 

BA/mp 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 

Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zerie Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. J.bba Hillel Silver, 
19810 Shaker Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. S lver: 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 

1200 EIGHTEENTH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON 6, 0. C. 
EXECUTIVE 1060 

September 30, 1948 

Enclosed please find copy of the reply received by Eliahu from Tel 
.A.viv regar ing the emigration of D-P' s. of military age from the .lmerican 
zone. 

J.s you will see from the text, Tel Aviv does not give any definite 
advice. It is clear from the cable that they do not deem the issue to 
be very important in practice. They are not going to raise the issue them
selves, though they do not raise any objections to our continuing our 
intervention. 

Eliahu, who gave me this cable, doubts the advisability of our further 
pursuing the Imi.tter with Mr. Saltzman as suggested by Mr. Faby- I, too, 
believe that as long as we have more important matters to discuss with the 
Administration, it is no use t&lcing up t~~s natter. In addition, Phil 
Levy, Mr. Fahy's partner, tells me that from a private conversation which 
he had with one of the penons involved , it &pPears to him that the likeli
hood of the Department abrogating their ban on emigration of D.P's • of 
military ~ere is far smaller than we thought in the beginning. 

'BA./mp 
Encl. 

Pl.ease let me know your decision in this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

11-
Benj amin Akzi n 
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'l'IL AVIV September 22, 1948 

'l'he Mediator's staff never issued any instruction 

to atop iDIDi~tion. In the .imerican zone we re-

fused to comply with the requirement to submit a 

list of emigres a• a mtter of principle. In the 

meantime Jews are leaving without hindrance, 

they are presUJled to be of non-military age. 

Tel-Aviv is not going to raise the problem •• 

long ae no practical difficuJ.tie• are encountered 

but regards it aa most desirable to have the fol'IDt.l 

limitation removed. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To Dr . i ver 

From :s . zin 

MEMORANDUM 

Date October 6. 1946 

I DJn enclosing for your information co ies of my 

recent correspondence ri th "'umner Uel s. 
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Hon. Sumner 
Oxon Hill 
Jxon Hill, 

elles 
nor 
a.ryland 

De r r. elles: 

Sept mber ?l, 19ti.8 

I h ve come to I shington for a few day 
ir the int r st o t he Zionist Emergency Council and 
would gre tly nreci te an opportunity of meeting with 
yo in the cour e of my sty her. 

If you could have our ecrPtary c 11 
this offic to 1 t me know wh n I c n com to see you, 
ny time bPtw n today nd Friday evenin, I o d bP most 

grA.tPful. If this c nnot be doe in the course of this 
w k, I ill gain b ~Pr for a f d ys re t w k, but 
theeooner I cRn e you the b~tter, for in these difficult 
d ys, e need yo r , id nee ni ~dvice v ry much. 

Sine r ly :rours. 

B nj in 1 zin 
BA:MI 
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SUM ER WELLE 

Bar HRrbor, ~ i ne 

S ptember 27, 1948 

d ar Dr. Akzin: 

Since I Rn still in Bar Harbor, your lettPr of Se temb r 
21 to be forw rd d to ru e nd hes consequently only now 
reach d me. 

I shall, of couroe, be most hapny to have th opportunity 
oft lking with yo once more, o t sine my wife, unfortun tely, 
hes not recently been v ry well .y return to Ox Hill h s d 
to postponed and I run not now certai n 1he t h r 11:e ca.n t ·bflck 
riuch befor vctob r 10. y ~ecr e t ry i 11 be glad to notify 
your eshinFton o fice, however, s soon as I g t horn, 8nd 
should you then be in shington we can arrange for n ppoint
~ent t your e rly convenience. 

With my kind ~er~onal regards, believe me, 

Yo rev ry sincerely, 

(signed) Sumner lles 

Dr. B njamin Akzin, 
American Zionist Emergency Council, 

1200 18th Street, N •• , 
eehinf;tor. , D.C. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 

Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zerie Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Bl a. 
Shaker Heights 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

October 15, 1948 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 

1200 EIGHTEENTH STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 

EXECUTIVE 1060 

I enclose for your perusal a draft of a letter to be sent 
over your signature to the Secretary of State, dealing with the continuing 
refusal of the Department of st~te to grant passports to people intending 
to visit Palestine. Of late, the Department has been somewhat more liberal 
in individual cases, but the general policy is still very restrictive. and 

we all feel that a frontal attack should be m&de nt this time on the very 
principle involved. 

The letter has been worked out by , . Fahy, hl.r. Levy, and 

myself. I showed it to Elie.hu Epstein who also liked it. If you approve 
of the letter we w1. 11 end 1 t off on Weduesday when you are in ew York. 

The l~tter itself is to be merely the.basic ctocurent. Simul
taneously with the letter, as I vizualize it, we will ask a few friendly 
Senators, ·Jreferc:1.bly from States residents of which have applied for pass
ports and have been refused, to telephone or write to the Departnent. The 
people I have in mind are Ives, Kilgore, Bridges, Tobey• Taft, Myers , 

Martin or"' Pennsylvania, Smith and Javi ts. A few da~s later, Fahy or Levy 
will have a personal talk with members of the Department. I think that 
this concerted onslaught ought to yield some results at least. 

If you would kindly send rc.e a line to the ~rew York Office 
iudicating your approval of the text and the entire plan, so that I would 
find it on rrry desk on ··1ednesday morning, we would irnrnediately start working 
on it. 

Sincerely yours, 

Benjamin Akzin. 



The Honorable 
The Secretary of State 
Department of State 
V/e shington, D. C • 

1~y dear . ... ecretary: 

Permit me to draw your attention to a recent practice of the 

Dep&rtment of State v.il ich, I respectfully submit, calls for re-cons id era ti on. 

For some time p st, t he Deportment has been delaying or refu~ing 

the issuance of .passvorts to /unerican citizens desirous of traveling to 

the State of Israel. It is understood that at first such refusal was 

lirrdted to applicants of military age and was explained on the ground 

that the travel of personD of ~ilitary age to Palestine w:iuld allegedly 

contravene the Palestine truce resolutions adopted by the United Nations. 

More recently, passports re being refused to erican citizens of all 

ages on the gro nd of "disturbed oonditions" in the !iddle East. Only 

in very few cases have passports been issued to per&ons desiring to 

proceed~ Isr~el, and this only when compelling reasons, in the judg

ment of the Passport Division, were presented to justify a visit to 

Israel at this time. 

This practice has been deeply disappointing to all of us 

interested in promoting sympathetic and mutually advantageous relations 

between the United States and Israel. iany rejected upplicants have 

asked us to intercede in their behalf; and others, anxious to visit 

Israel but despairing of obtaining a passport under the prevailing 

practice, have requested us to take up the matter with you prior to 

their filing epplications. In view of the public importance of the 

issue, I am presenting herewith this plea for speedy reconsideration 
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of the practice referred to. 

The explanation formerly given in refusing passports to 

persons of military age to travel to Israel, allegedly based ou 

the need to conform to the Security Council truce ~esolutions, is 

wholly without substance. It is a matter of record that the draft 

resolution originally submitted by the British delegation to the 

Security Council, envisaging restrictions upon the entry of persons 

of military age into Israel during the truce in Palestine, failed 

of adoption in that form. The Resolution adopted by the security 

Council on 1:ay 29, 1948 does not bar "men of military age" from 

entering Palestine; it merely provides that should they enter 

various Middle Eastern countries, including Palestine, the author-

1 ties there "undertake not to mobilize or submit them to military 

training during the cease-fire". This clearly contemplates that 

men of m111 tary age could and would go to Palestine. This inter

pretation is underscored by the statement of the representative of 

France who proposed t l e language finally adopted, that the purpose 

"is to prevent the introduction into these various territories of 

fighting personnel, but not of men of military age... It aims 

at preventing combatants from entering these various territories, 

but to allow men of military age to go into these territories, on the 

condition, however, that at least during the Truce they are not mobilized 

and that they do not receive any military training". This language 

contrasts sharply with the Resolution as originally introduced, which 

would have precluded men of military age from entering Palestine. 

It should be noted that the United States delegate in the security 

Council advocate1 and supported the amendment 



of the repreaentatin of h'anc• which waa incorporue4 in the \ext of 

the Beaolution a• finall.7 adopted. On it• part, I•rael haa long •ince 

acreed and undertaken not to ■obilize or train illllligrante of ■ilit&r7 

age. 

!hie ■ituation was changed in 'no reapect by the Beaolution of the 

Seau.rit7 Council of Jul7 16, 1948, which calle4 upon all gonrmaent■ and 

authoritie• concerned to cooperate with the Mediator, 1 in conforait7 

with the llaaolution adopted by the Security Council on 29 M,q 19481 

and proTided that 1the tra.oe ■ball reaain in force, in accordance with 

the pre ■ent Be ■olution and with that of 29th Ma7 1M8 .•• •. Such reque■t 

obviou■l7 cannot be interpreted ae authorisinc or encouncing the Mmber 

goTenment• to place greater re■trictiona upon the traYel between their 

countrie■ and I■rael than waa explicitly provided for in the lleeolution 

of Mq 29. !o that extent therefore, &117 additional re■triotion• placed 

b7 the Depart•nt of State on 11Uch traTel, and notabl.7 it• refusal to 

ieaue pa■■port• to tranler■ of ■ilita17 age, cannot be conaidered a■ 

action taken at the reque■t of the United Bat ion■, but 1ma, be regarded 

•• action Tolun,aril7 '-ken b;r the United Stat•• on it• own 1nitiat1Te. 

It 1• moat 41fficnut to under•~ why the Depart11ent of State 

■houl4 place thi■ re■triction on the tranl of Aaerica.n citizen■ to 

Pale ■tine OTer and 'he7ond the requireaent• apecified. b7 the Securit7 

Couacil l.eaolution■, particularl7 in Tiew of repeated pronounoe■enta 

'b7 the Depart•nt that tm United State• woa.14 aot act unila\erall7 on 

•tter■ ooTere4 b;r United ••tiona reaolution■ relatinc to Pale1tine ba.\ 

would ■trlctl.7 oonfora to United ••t1ona 1 policie• and procedure ■• 
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WhollT apart from the age of the applicanta, paaaporta bave more 

recen\l.7 been den1e4 to all applicant• deairou• of going to Israel on 

the ground of 1diaturbed condition•" unleaa tba reason• ■pecif'ied in 

their application■ are regarded by the Paaeport Diviaion aa eufflcientl.7 

weighty. Condition• in Iarael certainly are no more 1diaturbed1 than in 

cOUDtriee eueh ae China or Greece where .Aaerlean cltisene are free to go 

a■ long ae the7 have a legitiaate reason for .uch travel. We re apectfull7 

take exception to what le in aube\ance a form of aurveillance OTer freedom 

of moTeaent b7.laeriean citisene between the United State• and Iara.el, 

a count17 with which our gOTermaent maintain• friendly relatiena. !he 

dieoretion Teated in the Departaent to ieaue paeeport• to Mlerican 

c1t111ene for tranl abroad hae a•■uredly not been intended bJ' Congr•••, 

and, I am certain, 1• not intended b7 you, Mr. Secre\ary, to carry with 

it author1t7 to adjudge in each instance what doe• or doe• not oonetitute 

a nfficientl.7 W9ighty or compelling reaeon for Tiaiting a particular 

count17 or for attending to personal or bl11ineea affairs in that country. 

I pray moat earne•tl.7 that upon coneideratlon of the forego1~, 

JOU will eatablieh the poliq that .ber1~ p&••port• genera.117 be not 

aarlced ae invalid for Paleatine; and that pueport• be ieeued to American 

citizen• wishing to viait Iara.el on &DT leg1t1•t• buaine••• in the .... 

manner in which paaaport• are 1an.ed to .Aaerican citisene deeirou.1 of 

Yiaiting other cCRL11tr1e• with which the United State• maintain• peaceful 

and friendly relation• at the present ti•. 



"' 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zerie Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shuker 3oulevard 
Shaker I eights 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Deur Dr. ilver: 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 

1200 EIGHTEENTH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 
EXECUTIVE 1060 

Octo er 28, 1948 

You will recall my corresoondence with u-. Sumner elles prior to the 
publication of his most recent column on Palestine . /e had to discu s tihe 
situation in writing , since Lr . lelle s was out of town at the time. He wrote 
me though that he would let 1 e lmow when he returns to ~ashington , and last week, 
indeed, he telephoned to sugge□t that I come to see him on ,.,e nesday, the 27th 
of October. 

"9:y Schulson had informed us that elles was scheduled to be in Paris 
.1 Tovember 5th and asked whether he ould be availeble to address a ban uet or t e 
li'rench Christian Conu • ttee for the Recognit ion o I"'rael. I took up the mat ts 
~rlth Lr .. elles, but he so.id th-1t heh s decided to ostpone his trip to aris 
and ot er .:.1uropean capitals "to renew his contacts v·t .. old friends," until so.me 
tine in January. Fe said thut t~is postponeme· t i3 due to his 1 'fe'.:i • 1"1 ss, 
ut , since Mrs . 1.:elles is chronically ill, it is my impression th t he did not 

want his visit to Europe to coincide with the IDT session. ~y going 1 ter he 
would both avoid the impression of interferin with the activities of the United 
Statee delegation of the ssernbly and v~uld secure for himself more undivided 
attention • 

. t ilr • ..lelles' re uest, I t$ ve him all the details of the l.IcClintock 
episode and also everythinc else that we knew about the attitude of the :.1111 te 
House , the Department of tate, d the Re ublican le dership. ·ielles said t at, 
though a Democrat, he did not see how he could vote for a man of Truman's inepti
tude. 

Je discussed in detail the Republic stand on ale tine. 1 elles said 
that h6 had not seen Dulles for a long time, and hence did not know where l)llles 
stood on our uestion •. As for V ndenberg, he discussed the Palestine matter wt.th 
him twice, in December 1947 and in the Spring of 1948. The first time, Vand~nberg 
expressed himself as being heartily in accord 'Jith tl:w3 partition decision, which 
he seemed to aceept as a fair solution. The second time, Vandenberg was indignant 
at the vacillations of .American policy on Pala tine, but he spoke as a man who 
wus more concerned about the loweri of .American prestige because of this vacill
ation than by any substantiva1'1ustice which may haTe resulted fro m our withdrawal 
from the partition plan. ithout knowing more about the attitude of both men, 
elles expressed the fear that both of them may regard Palestine ae a matter of 

ex:pediency rather than of principle. 

I told elles all that we knew about the stand taken by both of them, and 
he volunteered to see Vandenberg in the very near future, to discuss the Palestine 
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question With him, and to let me know of the results of their conversation. 
In this conneotion, he expressed his fears th t continued erican vacillation 
is gradually dissipating the tremendous pro-American sentiment which existed 
in Israel so that American policy, unless steadied on a pro~Isr el course,rr~ght 
result not only in 4'. substanti ve~ustice but also in serious damage to the 
American position in the fiddle East. He fully admitted that Israel has now 
been proven to be not only the best industrial base in the 1iddle East but also 
tbe most important concentration of potential military strength in the area. 
He intended to discuss the Matter v,i th Vandenberg along these lines. I said 
that we were very grateful to him for this intention because otherwise, treating 
the matter as one of pure expediency, Vandenberg and his friends may decide 
that until 1952 there is no reason to support Israel. 

Welles expressed himself very clearly on the question whether v e should 
seek to postpone the Palestine settlement by the UN Assembly until some time 
after January or whether we should seek it in the next few weeks. He forcefully 
counseled the latter course. He thought that immediately ofter J.ik)vember 2nd the 
Department of State and the .American delagation in Paris will seek and accept 
guidance from Dewey or his representatives on every more or less important question. 
Dewey will be bound to stand by his most recent statement, especially since he will 
want to show the difference between the vacillations and inconsistencies of 'L'ruman 
and his own steadiness. If', on the other hand, we let matters drag too long, new 
factors may appear on the scene which would rob the October atatement of Dewey of 
much of its force; in addition, he feared that a protracted truce would sooner or 
later begin to weaken Israel. I thanked him for his advice and told him that I 
would forward it to appropriate uarters. 

In explaining my he refused to rneet with Dulles, Welles threw some 
inter sting light on his own plans for the future. e said that he wanted to 
avoid misunderstandings and particularly did not wish to appear anxious for 
anything. re added that since he was bound to Vandenberg by close personal 
friendship, the sa~ consideration did not apply there. He said that "he had 
a most unfortunate experience after which he would not take any position which 
would make him subordinate to anyone except t ne President, unless he was certain 
to be able to v.ork both w1 th the President and the Secretary of state on terms of 
absolute confidence." ,. ithout saying it in so many words he gave me the impression 
that he neither expected nor wanted to obtain any position if Dulles were appointed 
Secretary of State; but thut he would accept a position were Vandenber • to become 
Secretary. It was impossible for me to determine from his attitude whother he 
only hoped to get an offer fr ow Vandenberg or hether he a .... lJ.~d reasons to believe 
that he would get sue u1 offer. l or was anythi • g said wh icl1 would throw any light 
on h& position wl:ich h e rtlgtt 6 t . Lo icall:,, f-,, akir_g , or l the follo • n top 
j bs ~ight be accepted by him: Under-secretary, Chief Delegate to the U~, P.mbass
ador in London, or Ambassador in ,ioscow. His continued men ti on of is wife's 
111n e hich makes it difficult for hire to travel, would seem to tule out an 
ambassadorship. Regardi the job or Chief Delegate to the UN, ellea said that 
he would not like to be in a position whtr he would have to execute rather than 
formulate policy. ~Ul this makes me think that elles is thinking in terms of 
resumi his old position as Under-secretary of State. •fhether Vardenberg thinks 
of it too, we cannot tell. 

incerely yours, 

Benjamin Akzin. 
BA:ME 
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To: Nr. Shapiro lonmber ), 1948 

J"rom: Benjaain .Aksin 

!odq I ••w l'a,her La l'arge, the • 41 tor of the Jeeui, 
■onthq 1Merica,• the leading Catholic ■apsine in ,he co'UD\J7. 

l'alher La hrp Mid that a creal teal of the Catholic 
Church'• intonation with Nprd lo Paleeline co•• fro■ Catholic 
■ie1lonarle• in the Orienl. tho•• ooaing fro■ Japt, lorlh Africa 
and Iraq are pnerall.7 trieD41y to the Ara'b caue, ■ainq 'beoauae 
the7 lhea1elTee enjq pleaeut relation■ with \he Arab• and do not 
wut AQthing to inlerfere with \he progre•• of their ■ie1lona17 
act1ri.t1••· In the ca•• ot the Iraq lliee1onar1e• the ■ituatlon le 
■omewhat different: the7 find the Arab• n17 •uapicioua and W&llt 
to ayo14 &DT 1D.41cation of the Church'• frien411ne•• ,o \he Jew 
eince th.a, algbl gift the Iraq,1• an ezcuae to cw'b their ova ac
tlntl••• On the other hand, Catholic prie•I• in the Lebanon an4 
■oat of lho•• ln Pal.•••1• an ra Uler trlendl7 to the .Tewtlh caue. 
!he Yatlcan itaelt ha• no objection \o the Jewt•h State &Del 87■-
pathi••• wilh lbe lewteh nee4. Be hinelt ha• 'bMn a life-lone 
elud.ent of the ooloalal pro1tle■ and long ago reaomd the oonclu
■ion I.bat tha1e who 'bring clrllisatton to a cou.at17 ha•• a 'better 
title to it \baa tho•• vllo aat there Wi\hout uking UT UN of 
the couat17'• re•our••· !hi• 1• •Iv" he 'belieTe• the Unitecl 
State■, \he countrie• of La,1a .a...rtca, and the •r1 liah Dolliaione 
to ha•• 1troucb,t 'benefit \o hW11tnlt7. 17 the aw loan, be 'be-
11•.,•• ,he lewa ,o ban a right to a ltate in Pal••llne. !he 
Catholio pre•• in \hie count17 1• coaeerfttln and utvalq •u•
picloue of 111w \hinp. It will '*• 1, •••• \iM, l.tleretore, to 
get uee4 to the enalence of \.tie Jewieh ltate, 'but \hie will oo•. 

Wba, the Churoh 1• particularl.T ooncemecl a'bout, howeTer, 
1• t.he eatet7 of Ohrla\lan chvche• and •hr1•• and the future of 
Jerual••· I\ reoeiTecl a great 4eal of infor■atlon, •••• of 11 
con(i4ential, regar41ng eerlou• inol4en\• inYolnng clrarcbee. 
While lt ••••• ,ha, in •All7 oaeea \be leraell goftnaen\ bu 
ezerle4 1ta effort• \o afford th••• church•• eftr, pro\ectlon, 
\here ha•• been a nua'ber of lnc14ent• whioh an ,u11e untorct•
a'ble. In a4.d1\1on, the Church reoe1Te4 iafonatlon that HM 
achoola, hl\herto u4er the direction of ■i ■alouri••• were \aken 
oYer 'b7 Jewieh authorlti•• and ,he ■iealonart•• were 4ealtcl epper
tun1t7 to con,1au teaching. It oaano\ 'be •pbaa1se4 autt101a,17 
1\rengl.7 how lapor\ant l\ ie, in \he ialerea, et anitlac ~ ■ia
u4ere\aa41np, for the l•r•l1 goTena•I le lake oan ef tbeN 
•tun. :lolh the Pepe aa4 Cartinal Spell.Ma are "17 ■ula oon
cerne4 a'beul thle •\ler, an4 lloa1ipor llollahoa'• ,rtp to Paleatlae 
1• dlrecll.7 00111lecte4 With 1,. 
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A1 far a1 Jeruale■ 11 coacerae4, the Church woul4 like \o 
••• it 111terna,1onali1ed an4 he 414 not••• vbT I•rMl 1houl4 objec,, 11no• thi• vu ean·1age4 111 the original parti \ion plan. 

I a11ured laUier La large \hat tbe I1ruli goTeruent 11 doing 
en17th1ng 011lble to 1111ure \he 1afet1 and tree4.o■ of Cb.ri1tiaa 
church••• I told hi■ of our information regar41ag the etforl• of 
\he goTer1111en\ in '1111 re1pect an4 of the 1att1factoey relation• 
exl1\ing between the gonrn■ent and the Catholic hierarc~ in 
lasareth and a aaber of other place,. I •med hi■ that a great 
4eal of the inforaa\1011 reaching the Church 111&7 coae from 1ource1 
which 4o aot haw the intere1I of the Church al hear\ but which 
are opp•••4 to the Jewtah State u4 are ■apif71ng or •••n inventing 1no14en\1 inYol Ying church•• in order to gain the Catholic Church 
tor \heir enda. I conclme4 b7 eq,laiaing to Ma \he Jevi1h Yiew
peinl regarding Jeni•al••• lather I.a large a4a1tte4 \hat aome of 
their iafonaation .-, co■• from peli\icall7 in\ere1te4 parti~s, though 
he in1i1te4 Iha\ a n•\er of 1nc14enl• ••I be conaidered. •• qui\e 
au\hent1c. .la far a1 Jeni1ale■ waa concerned, he aaid that he 
1111ur1too4 now our point of new in \he utter. 

Ve agree4 to meet again in a f•w wen, llpOn hi• return from 
a trip out ot town., at which time we will go more deepq into the 
Pale1\iae queation. On that occaaton, lather La large want• aome 
of the member• of the editorial ataft to be preaent. 

BA:.t.r 
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~ AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

Dr. SilTer 

:Benjamin .Ak:zin 

BA:.AI 
encl. 

MEMORANDUM 

Daie November S, 1948 

You m~ be interested in the enclosed. 
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Law Offices 
CHARLES FAHY 

1625 K treet, northwest 
Washington 6, D.C. 

November 24, 1948 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin 
American Zionist Emergency Council 
142 Madi son A venue 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Ben: 

The enclosed office memorandum just dictated gives 
the last word on the p ssport situation. No doubt vou will 
have thoughts and sugg-estions to pas along to me, and I 
am looking forward to them. The Department is evidently 
reacting in character to Dr. SilvP.r 1s challenge on prin
ciple to their discretionary authority ov r issuance of 
passports, as exP-rcised in a case uch s this. I wish 
Charles were here to tackle Mrs. Shipley. The others refer 
me to her as if to say, as New Yorkers sometimes do, "go 
fight City Hall". 

enclosure 

Yours incerely, 

(signed) Phil 

Philip Levy 



November i:.·> , 1948 

DU OR 'HE FILEa 

Inc ecld.ng further on the st tus of Dr, ~ilver's 

letter to the tiecret 1ry, dated October 21, 1948, re ~rding passports for 

Israel, I learned the following, 

'Ihe Legal dviser's Office indic<J ted that a draft 

letter ha co e to the but h.6.d not presented any quest·on of law calling 

for t~eir recol.£.11.J.lendation; that the "drb.fting officer" on the letter waa 

'Jaldo on the Palestine des in the Near Ea.st Division; that 1hey understood 

that a draft had been returned to •aldo for further drafting changes in th 

light of so e co ents by the cting ~ecret y. 

I then discussed the problem th r. •aldo. He as 

cordial but indicated that he was not familiar ith the technical "legalisms", 

and ee erally that t e :roblijm was one for dis r tion to be exerc·sed by s. 

~h~pley's P ssport ~ivision. He expressed r gr t that a reply to Dr. Silver's 

letter h d been so long dela ed, and then went on to discuss the situat·on 

"i orma.lly". He stat d that the letter would probably go forward in a few 

days; that we would probably not regard the letter as "helpful"; that apart 

from interpretation of tle ~ecurity Council resolutions andihe editor's 

interpre tions thereof, the Secretary of .:ita.te, thro l.lgh the Passport Divi.sion, 

h un isputed discretion to grant or ithhold passports by virtue of Executive 

Order No. '1866, lssued by President ioosevelt in 1938, prescribing the r lee 

gov rni the r nting d issuing of ass?orts in the United Stutes. 1hese 

re ul~tions provide in p t --

"1' 4. The Secretary of St te is authorized in his discretion 
to refuse to issue a. passport, tor strict a passport for use only 
in certain co.mtries, to restrict it against use in certain countries, 
to wi thdra a paaapor l. for 'tne purpose of restricting 1 ts validity 
or use in certain countries. 
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"125. ~ ould a person to 10 a passport has been issued 
kno ingly use or at~e pt to use it in violation of the con
ditions or restrictions contained therein or of the provisions 
of these rules, the prot~ct·on of the United ~t tee a be ith
drawn from him while he continues to reside abroad. 

"126. The Secretary of Stt..te is authorized to make regul tions 
on the subject of tssuing, renewing, extending, amending, re
stricting, or withdrawing passports additional to these rules 
and not inconsistent therewith. 

~aldo indicated that the Department's re · ly would stress the foregoing as in

icating the scope of discretion. even in peacetillie; that it ould reiterate 

the poi;i tlon hitherto expressed by ~e Passport Division that the entire 
. 

ddl.e ~st, including Israel, is regarded as a disturbed area; that special 

reasons of urgency are re uired for issuance of passports for travel to that 

area; t11B. t Israel i bei tredted no d.fferently in this respect than 

other trou le-spots thro gho t tne orld, i the past( citing ~pain, Jsit opia) 

and present (citing China). l asAed specifically about Greece, saying ve 

were auvised that no special damper wa placed on travel to Greece, particularly 

tourist travel; whereas applications by tour· ts and students for lcirael ere 

fro ·ned upon ~nd generally de ·ed. He did not question t1is, but stated only 

that he as unfamiliar ith Greece since it was outside his territory. I then 

referred to the UniversitJ of eirut and other institutions in the ·ddle l1ia.st 

outside of I srael , and asked hether he could say t t the same restrictions ere 

imposed on a plicants to travel for study in t . ose places as ere imposed on 

applicants to study in the Hebrew University. He said he thought I might have 

a point t ere, but that I must bear in mind, first, that ·the American University 

in Beirut re ns on t e Veteran's Administrat·on's approved list, whereas the 

schools in l;:,rael are "no longer" on that list; and second, that t ose students 

appl ing for J:.sr el were enerally ex-GI wllo presumably were or m t be going 

forte purpose of fighting in ~he Israeli forces. 
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aldo en) hasized ~hat passports for some tiI.08 d to all countries 

h ve een sta ped snot ialid for travel to or from any foreign country 

for the purpose of enga ·ng in armed cn...J:flict. I replied that t ere could 

oe uo objection if passports for Israel c ried the s· e sta p son ot· er 

paas~orts for all other countries; tnat our object·on w s that passports even 

if so s't ,i.Ll1Jed lere not iss ed for Israel on the same be.sis and to the se. e 

extent as passports for other countries. He de urred, o t s id t t I o 1ld 

h veto discuss det~ils with s. Shipley. 

pointed o~t t t tne precedents of ~pa·n, Ethic ·a , etc., were like

wise not relevant; th.at the fi nting in srael h d died down and g ve little 

indlcat~on of becowing a full-bl<V.Vn war int e foreseea le f ~ture; tat th 

stab' ·ty d continued existence of sr e had been-f 11 recognized b t.e 

un·ted St~1.tes; i.;ha.t undert:ie ple es wade by t President, we co•1ld confidently 

looA or~ rd to~ jure recognition of Israel ithin a very short tie, as soon 

st e electio s are neld; that o pol'c a frequent y been st t-d to e 

ge~r ed to U uctlon; and tat tne Securit Council resolutions pl inly dld 

t ewbrace or foreclose nor al iw i ration, Jlt on.ly proh.:.bited entr of' 

mewbers o orga ized ilitary units. 

I emphasized that our pprouch was to normalize American relations 

ith Israel B.lld t t the passport situation as ost abnormal t present . 

concurred tote exte t of sa ing t t t e epurt ent's policy was ~o e~ e 

up on p~s~ports as rapidl as the situat·on wold permit; that applica~·ons 

in i d'vidual cases ere not being screened as sev rely as d ring June, July 

or ugust ( en r. ahy last discussed the problem with s. Shipley); that 

e.pplic nts ving legit·m to siness or urgent personal r asons for travel 

to Israel ere having no d'ffic t • agreed there h d been so e relasation, 

but st ted t1 t hundreds of such cases er aiti clarific t ~o of t.e 

Dep rtwent' s position; that there ere ny type-fact situat~ons in w· 'ch 
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t e ep rtwe t's position was not clear or in w ch pplications wo d st'll 

be de 'ad, notably --couri ts ands udents. He st ted that t · esA groups should 

postpone t eir uisita since their reasons were not deemed urgent; I pointed 

out this failed tot ke account o:f tne greut upsurge of religious feeling 

ro ing out of tne crea.t·on of tne ne~ ~t~te; that many persons gener lly de

sired to travel to Israel for study or because of spiritual or sentimental 

ties ith t e Ho-; Land; d t at no adequate res.son rewained for the type 

of survei ace ·wplied by he Depart ant's conti1ued screeni g of ap licants 

for &asports; tnat I loo ed forward to the tie when the many cases that co e 

too r office on passports wo dte disposed of in a ro~tine wa under standard 

procedure of application and iss ance. He ·n ic~ted that c~s a involvi 
sinm s 

or rge t .......,. ...... ta.ri n gro ds hould be oin t ro gh it o. t difficulty or 

special ·ntercession. or the re~t, .e offered no immedi ~e pro spect in change 

of policy, buts ggested that cl rification o p rticul r type-f ct situations 

suo·ld b 

exped·tod. 

orA.ed out with r . 5 pley so t. at roper application co uld be 

P. L. 

• • 
tie 11nole, t ·st pe of repl is about .. hat 'ght nav een e pect d 

~t t~/ s tie, alt~ ·gn it does not meet all the object:ons zoo.de in ~r. Sl ver's 

let"ler that app icants for travel to sr&.el are bein·· tre ted in a discriminatory 

ec re trict·ons on ~ravel to Ch' , fore p e, ~av ev'dently 

been put on oru1 i rece 1 ys, al thoug l r a-see.le f' ghting s een going 

on int t co try for ears. ea.n~ ile, it is evidert t ~t r. Jilver's 

prote t lre dJ resulted i noticeable rela~ tion of tne Passport Division's 
. 

exerci e of lscr tion ere busies or gent fa ·1y reasons l re advanced, 

• nc s ch c se s a.re so urre tly being handled ~~t. greater seed. 

'or f t er presentatio, ea uld develop an arg ent sho ing t e rel tiQn 

be ·L een tourist business and rael's eco ale position, p rticul ly s to dollar 
exch·nge. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachl Organization of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zlonl11I OrganizaUon of America 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
The Tempe 
Cleveland, hio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

ovember 26, 1948 

~nclosed please find coy of a letter just re
ceived from ?•4r. Philip Levy together with copy of 
hi office memorandum regardin~ hi late t conver
sation in the tate Departm nt on the ue tion of 

erican :,a sport. I am so sendinP thee copieo 
to Dr. Bernstein and r. E, tein. 

Plee e let me lmow "f you have any further ug
gestion for dealing with the~ tter. 

B : 
ncls. 

Sincerely ours, 

B njamin Zin 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 
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Dear Dr. Silver: 

DEPARTMEN!_ OF STATE 

WASHn;oro 

ovember 29, 1948 

I have your letter concerning t he Department's policy on 
granting passport facilities to American citizens desiring to 
proceed to Palestir.e. 

For ffiany years the Department haE been following t he 
policy of refusing to grant passport facilities to American 
citizens who wish to travel to areas in which there is con
flict. During the~Spanish Civil War all erican passports were 
stamped invalid for travel in that country. A similar policy 
was followed during the second World War, when civilian travel 
to countries participating in the conflict was strictly limited. 
After the war restrictions were maintained for a considerable 
period of time on travel to area.s under military control or 
where unsettled conditions were considered to exist. Passport 
applications were accepted for these areas only in cases W?er 
strong national interest was involved. At the pre ent time, 
no passports are being issued va.lid fort vel to China unless 
there a.re very specia.l reasons for such a trip. 

The Department's olicy with respect to the issuance of 
passports valid for Israel and neighboring countries of the 
Near East is ·n accord wit tat outlined in the fore going -oara
greph. The Department has accordingly refused to gTant ssport 
facilities to American citizens who wish to travel to this crea 
unless their business in Palestine or other ear Enst~rr 
countries was of a sufficiently urgent nature to warrant such 
travel. 

. 
For your additional information, there is ttached a marked 

cop of Executive Order 78,56, arch 11, 1938, entitled "Rules 
Governing the Granting end Issuing of Passports in th~ United 
States n. 

Sincerely .. ours, 

{signed) Robert A. Lovett 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Chairman, American Zionist Emergency Council, 

342 adison Avenue, 
Hew York 17, ew York. 

• 



~ AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadassah, Women'• Zlonlat Organbatlon of America 
Mlzrachl Organization of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Or9anlzatlon of America 

r. Abba Hillel ~·1ver 
The em le 
C eveland, uhio 

Dea.r Dr. il ver: 

December 2, 1948 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

fro 
Enclosed p ease f'n co1 :, of the re-ply o rec ived 
the Department of ta e to .,rour letter of October 21 . 

On the free of it, the repl i a negative one. Haw
ver, r . Levy tele hor..e me two d s f!. ·O to tell m th t 
aldo, t.rc P estine d sk officer at h. State De artment, 

J. 

called him in conn ction with t hi~ 1 t er c. d hinted that, 
·n pr8Ctice, t.e Den rtment o tc;te ~·11 now take a very 
liberal a titud towar 11 c tegor·es of . rican visitors 
to Palestine. tourist and students included. 

oth Levy and are ske tic8i s to wheth rt ·swill 
really be the ce.se. e a.r thinking, however, of testing 
out the St,..te D artment b: 1 sking Dr. ]r>rnstein to hc;ve a 
few people file pplic tions for _assports , giving tourism 
as the only explanation for their trip , witho t ny ttempt 
to prove more serious re sons for th journey . Should 
their applications b granted, this would indicate that the 

ssport battle 1e.s been won in pra.ctice. 

If yo ve any objections to this rocedure, please 
let me know . 

B : il, 
encl . 

Sincerely yours , 

~ 
Ben amin Zin 
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45 EAST 17th STREET 

NEW YORX 3, N. Y. 

Y"J~T"l~li~ 1i"J "7YiD 
yp.,,y~~ l"K 

December 9, 1948 

Dr . Aba Hilel Silve r 
Templ e 
E. 105th Street & Anzel Road 
Cleve land , Ohio 

De a r Rabbi Si 1 ve r :-

1 hope that you will be interested in the lett r 

I am addressing today to Dr. Akzin , a copy of which is 

enclosed he r ewith . 

encl . 

Sincerely your, 

rl .Ja,, ?A-Ji r ~ 
Baruch Zucker.man 
President 

\ 



Dr. B. Aki In 
American E ergency Zlonl t Council 
342 adlaon Avenue 
New York 17, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Akz l n: 

\ 

December 9, 1948 • 

I deem lt necessary to put Into writing th~ content• of 
my memor ndua to you and your reply, and lso the conver ation we 
had Immediately after the meeting. I em also sending a copy of 
this letter to Dr. Silver. 

I wrot·e you the following: • "If Ur Tuvl lntoraed you 
that the American branch or the Executive ha decided t~at th• 
Emergency Coamlttee a auch should do nothing ln connection with th• 
Beigln affair, why didn't you convey this Information to the Commltt~e7" 

To this you replied the following: - r. Tuvl told • 
that there w s a "con enaua of opinion". I know that t~ls la not a 
precise formula, and therefore I asked you to tell u •~at has trans
pired at the meeting or th• American Br nch or the Exec,itlv•• Since 
I was not personally pr ent, 1 could not contradict yo~r state ent. 
It••• clear to m1 that wh8t you have conveyed to the eetlng, was 
not In accord2nce with what r. Tuvlm has lnf.onaed e". 

After th• meeting l _ ca• up to you and told you that you 
had no right to act th• way you did. I was not the official spokesman 
tor the Executive Co lttee. It was your duty to tell the special 
Belgln Committee what Tuvlm told you since, what he told you, should 
have been considered official. I atilt Insist that that was not the 
consenau• or opinion at that meeting. 1 am re•dy to abide by what the 
■lnutes will tell us. It the lnut•• will bear out Dr. Sliver•• con
tention, I am ready to apologise. Mr. Tuvl then approached ua, nd 
you conveyed to hlm my di etlafactlon with your action, and r. Tuvl■ 
1ald th•* 1 w I correct. That ls what tran1plred, while the session 
was n progreaa, and l11medlately after the session adjourned. 

In the evening 1 w at the headquarters of the Jewlah Agency. 
I aaked Mre Hallllller about the ■lnutea. He told me that he left the 
••••Ion before this discus Ion cam• up. I then asked th• 1 dy who took 



• 
the minute,, and he lnronaed m• that there are no lnutea or thl1 dlscu11lon, •• Dr. S1 l_ver 1ked h~r not ·to record thl di cuss! on. 

Whatever dLrterence1 or opinion I may h ve with Dr. Silver, I cannot per■ lt such an Incident to c use more unnec••• ry friction. I am sorry that there are no minute, or that m~etlng to which Dr. Sllv r referred. 1 again tried to •••rch •Y. memory and cannot find enythlng which 1hould Juatlty a change In m 
I 

contention. How could auch • con1en1u1ot opinion have escaped•? In the contention or Dr. Silver l felt an accusation of dellbera ely mi1Jnfonnlng the pecl1l c mitt••• What benefit could I have ~rived from auch an ctlon? I knew very well that our ·rec011mend,tlon1 mu t co■• up before the Executive or th• Emergency Commit~••• I kne very well that Dr~ Sliver would bethere o pre1lde over lt. 

I certainly was not happy about the lnuendoa which Dr. Silver made, but I must admit th~t thla dld not rll1atl1fy me •• much a1 your action did by not lnfonnlng the special committee what Mr. Tuvlm had conveyed to you. 

With this I consider the Incident clo ed. 

cct Dr. A.H. Sil er 

Sincerely yours~ 

B ruch Zuckerman 
President 

• 



American Zionist Emergency Council 
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New York 17, N. Y. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah, Women•• Zionist Or9cmlzatlon of America 
Mlzrachl Orqanbatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zeire Zion of America 

Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

December 20, 1948 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

I hs.ve just received another letter from Phil Levy 
informing me that on a visit to the Department of State 
last week, he wae told informeily by the Acting Legal 
Adviser that the Department•• reply to you in the matter 
of pae1port1 for Palestine was proforma end that the ait
uation in practice waa being rapidly if not immediately 
modified. 

In view of thie confirmation of Phil Levy'• earlier 
impreeeion. and aince you have not voiced a:LJ.7 objection 
to the echeme I had 1uggeated to you in my letter of 
December 2. I have now aaked Dr. Bernstein to get a few 
people to file paeeport application• for Palestine on 
the simple ground that they want to vi■ it the country 
as touri1t1. We will then aee what happen,. 

Sincerely your■, 

~ 
BA:Al Benjamin Jczin 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

rJOH•U"""' ('JIUJGIUjrditNf4. 
Hadasaah, Women's Zionist Organisation of America 

Mlsrachi OrganbaUon of America 

Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 

Zionist Organisation of America 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-116 0 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Ta Dr. Si .,. ~rman 

Prom nj in 1 zi!'l 

MEMORANDUM 

Date ] braar,.r , 1949 

nclose a cop • of 1 jor Arc 's memorn.ndu.:i to :1r . 

E1stei 1hich ay be of int .rest t~ ·o . 

BA: 
encl . 



OIAIIJUK 

OS Boa. lla!aa p1\eia 
oo ,o Boa. u,-.r Lovl• 

Jlroa: •11••1•7 Aroll 
tbe Alna 
17 ,, Mlh ,reel, Jew Tork 01\J 

QODJJPITltJ, 

Al a •• tine Iha, took plao• 1••'•r4&7 of ,u roreiCD Pol107 
A11ooia\ioll 1n In Tort, Oololl•l •o•kin•, who•• 'baoqroua.4 1• prob
a'bl7 lmow to 7ou, • e oenala ,, '••nl1 which appeare4 lo ae lo 
'be wor,bi' of nole. 

B• appeale4 for help ill 1\reac,ua1nc \he hu4• of \be Oon
oillalioa Ooal11lon penouel •ncac•4 la oen114•r1nc lh• ,outarl•• 
ot Ierael. the ,u.rdea of h11 reaarte •• lo \he etteo\ \laal •ov 
frlea41 1D Orea\ Jrilala will look lo u1 for a11vaao• Iha.I \bil 
4eo11lon1 of th• Oono111a\1on Ooaa1111on 1ball b• final.• rv\ber
aon, he 1aplle4 Iba.I tba ~••\ wa,: of ea11&rlDC \he flnallt7 of \he 
Oo•i11loa'1 4eol1loa voul4 be for treat ln\aln lo be en\ruale4 
vl\h lbe •••k of aollnc •• valoh cloe b7 Tlnu of \be pre1eaoe of 
Br1\11h \roopa in \he ana. •• a44•4 \ha\, 1 l\ w•r• po111ble, 
Aaerioaa \roop1 1D Iba area woult 1-• ao• u1ira)le 'b, \bal 11 vu 
allnl7 \!aal \hen vov.14 • ,attlolea\ 111.ppon for 1uoh a propo1al. 

I\ 1Ma1 lo •• thal la \be l~h\ of \he a Te ra 1:-ka, a plall 
.-,. ,. ••nloplDC, 1a1,1a,., 'b7 \u Jrlllth, Oil, ... follovl11111 ... , 

(a) fhe7 oo1U4 be 1anle4 'b7 Iha Ulli\e4 l'allou '° ••»-"1•• 
\he iapleaea\a\loa of \he Ooao111a\1on C01111l1alo '• 
troa,ter ••olelou. 

(b) to lall11•ao• 1n \he 4lreot1on ia4loa,.a \be hrkllh, 
rraoh or uerloaa ••■\er of \he 0011111ss1oa vldl• lhe7 
are la ··••loa 1D \be N1Ul• ... ,. 

I\ ..... ,o •• ,hat ao\ion o olll4 well ,. \aba \o 1plke U7 
poaaibl• 1a\end.e4 ao\loa b7i 

(a) tr•Tea\1Te pullol\7 in ,11a fora ot a lei, r lo \he e41-
lon of ••••ral 1N41Jw -papen la ,ll11 oul17. 

(1-) Iba aler11-. ot frl•••• froa 1M Preallea\ 4owa, \o IM 
poaal\lll\7 of lhea• ....... " 'b•lac eTelopet. , ••• 

Jrillo latlunae. 

Allo\ber ull•r vhloll aq lte of lnl•r••I 11 a alal•••' llil4• lo 
ae '7 llaJor horc• ~1•1 lDI llol la priTal• a tew 4ap 1110 lo lhe 
etteo\ ,i., ,un 11 a 41~•rs• e of pollo7 oa NlMl• Julen ,,ra,ec, 



u "'-•• \lie !a,erlal haeral \atf la Loa4oa aa4 \be haeral Wt 
1a Va1hlnctoa. JN11 vii&\ l p\hen4, \Ila Alll•r1oaa l\atf NPN• 
lr11ala'• aale\7 lo e1\altllu fneloa of aonaea, la lhe •..-• 
•'-• hsa aD4 '11• lq of Ala a • aWUTan\e4 an4 -•••••17 la 

\he ltch' of aodera alll\ar, plaa1 for \Ile 11441• •l•n ana. I 
plhenl ,_, ,. •roap ,., 11 1• oppo1lllon ,o lh• •n lib \aft 
la \hlllklac 1• ,.111, of,_ po11lltllll7 of 11-w Balta al a, ••• 
la \he ••n\ of ho• lll\1•• ,nattac oul. the laplloa\lon1 arl1l111 
tr• ,i.. oo•••nalloa w•r• olear, \hat we alp\ cata ..,.1\lonal AMrl
oaa '""°" lt7 a \aol\ u4ara\u4lnc wl\h lh• Aaerl- laff recartlac 
lulr •• of Balta la \lie eT•I of aa ... l"C•ll07. AJq 411ou11 lon of 
•WIil aa\\era la, of ooune, oat., poaalltl• on \ha hSCha1t lnel, aD4 
I MNl.7 replle4 \be.I l tout I propo1al la\rlpl111. I ClTe 1h11 
to 7011 tor vha\ 1111 worlh la Ille eftnl of 7our vl1hi lo ooaft7 
\be •tier \o \ha appropria\• ,uanen. 

V.t.:AJ 



MDtORANDUM 

Jro:n: :Benjamin A.kzin Jebruary 15, 1949 

RE: JVJ. 

The question of a major publicity effort in favor of the JVA arose 
some time ago in connection with the JVA dinner planned in Washin&ton, 
D.C. Still greater urgency 11 lent to this question by Mr. Schulson's 
memorandum of February 14 relating to his conversation of the same d. te 
with Con&reasman Multer, and the information given by the Congressman 
to the press following his interview with President Truman the same da¥. 
It seems that Congressman ~ulter plans the introduction, with Administra
tion support, of a joint resolution establishing a !iddle Eastern Col1L'Dis 
sion which would stimulate active econo~ic intervention by the U.S. 
Government in the Middle Ea.st, chiefly in connection with a scheme along 
JVA lines. 

:Before any further encouragement is lent by us to all such efforts 
to launch a JVA enterprise at the present juncture, I suggest that the 
dangers of such a course be seriously considered. 

The JVA scheme was conceived in the d.qs when we thought of the 
whole of western Palestine as open to Jewish ooloni1ation. Todq, the 
central and eastern part of western Palestine would not be 10 open. 
The Israeli area adjacent to the Jordan in the vicinity of the Lake of 
Tiberias does not require any large-scale JVA aeheme. Whether moat of 
the Negev will be open to colonization poas1b1litiea b7 us ie still 
uncertain. Under the ciroumatances, the JVA _acheme, conceived by us 
as an undertaking which would be of great help to the Jews but which, 
because of the eeonomio benefits which it would bring TraneJordan, 
might induce a more conciliatory attitude on the part of TransJordan, 
may well beoome a scheme the effect of which would be to increase 
tremendously the economic and therefore the political stability of 
Tranejordan and to bring abou.t the ainld13g of large amounts of American 
capital into .lbdullah's kingdom. ill this~ conceivably take place 
without appreciable compensating advantages to Israel. 

I 1ugge1t that serious and urgent consideration be given to the 
question whether all of our friends ahould not be advi■ed to keep off 
the 1ubjeot of a JV.A. and of American economic assistance to large-scale 
Middle Eaatern developaent until certain territorial oonoeasions have 
been &&reed to by Tran1Jordan in favor of Israel. It is up to the 
TransJordanian Government and ita friends in London and in the State 
Depart~ent to plead with the u.s. Government for economic development 
project• which would benefit them in the first place. In order to merit 
such economic a11i1tanoe, they 011&ht to ahow their rea4ine11 to meet 
Israel'• territorial damanda. It 11 absolutely unreasonable for ua to 
make propa&anda for a project which would benefit the Arabs more than 



• 

ourselves. Once the Tranajordaniana have been assured the benefits of 
suoh a program they vill be less, not more. inclined to meet Israel in 
a apirit of cooperation. 

If the above 11 correct, should ve not: (a) advi1e Oongreaaman 
Mu.lter of tbe aitu.ation and suggest to him that he d•eist in hie 
efforts; and (b) c&lloel the projected Waahington dinner. 

li:il 
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~DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER THE TEMPLE= 
~EAST 105 ST AND ANSEL RD= 

;PLEASE ATTEND MEETING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE E ERGENRY 
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INCLUDES SCOPE COMMITTEE REPOR 
T= AKZ IN= 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadaaaah, Women'a Zionist Organization of Amedee 

Mluachl Orgcmlzatlon of America 

Pocde Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Orqanl1atlon of America 

Dr. bba Hillel Siver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dar Dr. Si l ver: 

iarch 8, 19 9 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2- 1160 

I have disc ssed tod y with fr. uvim the question of the 
forthcoming seminar tri_ of our Christian friends to Israel. I 
told him that I have felt for a lo~ tie the need of a visit to 
Israel by me in order to familiarize m sel f once :nor with the 
local atmosphere and problems. I have felt that a trip of this 

ind would ·oe v cy useful in connection with rny futur work in 
th Council. Since t1-e participants in t he seminar could use to 
ereat advantage th Kind of infer ation and 0"U.idance that I could 
give them en route, I tho ht t~at this ould be a valid reason 
for being sent by t he Council to accom any the members of the 
se inar. 

Mr. Tuvi.n told me that because of budgetary considerations 
this is impossible at the present tie, and tLRt even Dr. Voss' 
desire to accompany these inar could not be met because of lack 
of money. I told him that I bow to these financial reasons but 
that I still feel that an early op ortu.nity ought to be afforded 
to me to visit Israel and that, should there be an opportunity 
for a staff member of the Council to go to Israel in the near 
future, I would like to put in my claim. r. Tuvim agreed that 
this is a legitimate request and that it would be in order for 
me to state it to you at this time. 

r. uvi further i nformed e that t.ere is e. likelihood of 
his leaving the Counci l within the neYt fe days, i.e., before 
the next ~eeting of the Counci l or of its xecutive Co:nmittee. 
He told e that the question how the gap bet~een his de arture 
and the election of a new ~xec tive Director by tte Coancil 
should be bridged, is in your hands. As secretary to tre ouncil 
nd therefore s nior m oer of the staff, I would e gl d to re-

c ive our instructi ons as to the interim period. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
A:AF Benjamin Akzin 



• 

Dr. Denjml.n AbiJJ 
American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Uadison mnaa 
Nff Yark 17, Rn Yark 

Uy dear Dr. Akzint 

llarch ll, 1949 

Pe:,ait • to acknowledp your letter or llaroh 8th. Whet.bar., 
shall •nd bl.O'ODII in the hture to Isrul will depend upon the 
budpt which will be aJJc usJ the lmerpna;y Oolmeile At the 
...,,t no 1WleJ" 1a in sight. shall ha to an.it the r.port 
ot the Scope Committee 111d the result or ita meetings with t.he 
repre•ntatiwa ot the Jniah Agency. Until there ia action on 
thl report of the Scope C'411dttee, which I hope will be soon, 
I cb not deem it dosirable to make any adjustmente in the ottice. 

111th all good wisbe■, I rua1 n 

Very cord1ally yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
A►IS1er 
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i ,t.MERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Silver Date a.rch 16, 1949 

Benjamin Akzin 

s 

Your telegram ent out yesterday. 

It is bein reler~sed today for ublic,=i.tion to'llorrow in the 
J A, press associations and ~nglish r ss. Th Yiddish ~r ss, 
through misunderstanding, received it yesterd y and ublis1 d 
it toda.y. 

{r . Ben-Horin is asking r. Thackr 
editorial JU the subject in the ost. 

to )ublish a t1undering 

I lave s.L)oken to Bis&yer of B 1nai B'rith, .-arcus of A. J . ongr ss, 
and Kossover of A. J . Committe . Bieg r ~romised immediate action. 
arcus said tat they hav alrt-ady taken up th att r ith th Unit d 
ations and ~romised that the will like is take it UJ with the 

State D partment. Koss over informed e na.t the repres nt ti ve of 
the . J. Comro.it ee is s ing Satterthwaite this morning r 5 rding 
this a.tt r. 

I enclose copy of m telegram of esterda~ to Schulson in hich 
the full text of your telegram to Acheson is included. 

I wonder whether you would not consider advisable calling ~p 
harles Fahy and asking hi to use his influ nee in the State 

Depart ent tor inforce the other steps taken . 

BA:il' 
enc . 



WuhlltClon otfloe: '°1 lllnc tildlnc 

Dr •• ..,.,,. Ania Naroh lS, 1949 

Nr. S,w J.. Schalaoa 

Oil llaroh U5th, 1+::cliate}T w.poa \elephaic tnatftetlona fna 70'1 lo oon
laiol llr. Joeeph C. Sa\lertbwa.11•, Chief of lbl •ear ladern Dlrt■io of 11-
St&M Depart ,, nprd.1Jlc ,. uath .-1enoee lapoee411PC• aw• lwta 
cdti•- of lftfl fa, pro-lloaln actlTlliea, I 1m 14la\el7 hl.epilone4 r. 
Saltenhvaite, rea4 Id.II the JIU nl .... of March 11th, ad aeke4 !ala lo oable 
a. Aaknador to I_... to uoerta1D Iha tao\• an4 •lroJlcll' lo lahnene 1a 
'1:118 11&\ler, an4 t0l"llla1l.1' to Pftle•I to the..,._,., ant of Int.. 

Teale!".d.q, I &1..N oonlac'-4 a number of _.._. et Ooncn••, \oth 1n \m 
llaate an4 in. \he Boaae, requs\bc that \lw7 lntenene vith ~ha I le Depar,1-
--• \o ---~- anion in \lw •"er. u-. Sat\enhvaile lo14 \hat Senalon 
&ea ail4 NJera, an4 other 11:91Dben of Coner••• '8lephou4 hill abolal lhe MIier. 

~ • a\ 4 P. . , I •I wt \h Mr. Sat\enhvai le aa4 Mr. Barlaa JI. Clark, 
who la la oharp of lhe I.rat 4-ak, c•• IMII a copr of Dr. S11Ter•• wire lo 
\he harela17 d Ital• and a cow ef the nA preu nleue. I po11l\e4 ad lo 
Iha thal Uae stale Deperbenl1 • eftoria in the oue of Ada• in p\e er 
~- to 'be ...-aU1JIC an4 that \he •UODc8•1 •un_na h laba 'bJ ou prern-
...t 1n \he pnMDt ..... I ~ .. , the ioa of ,_ lnql gOYel'Dlleal 
wu • allaok on peraoul tneclom u4 ooa•lt--•• .. wanton perHCll\ion of people 
• UOOllllt of their polllioal an4 nllclou 'belief■• I pola\ecl nt lhal Ille 
l11M1ia "" 4a.,bc 1,. c1,1 ... \he mnl•• of UMl.lllllll•W ,,_.,, rtc1ll• all4 
fN•lo•, lhal U.t.r aota Tlola\el the pn le of the Ohaner of•• u. ••• 
panlGlllarq Afllcle I of ,_ Ghanar. that ll'IMJ. ule4 la OODINf'enlloa to 
Iha ulTeraal 4eolar tlon ef > n rip.ta ..._ IM Oo•••Uoa oa Cla1014a, 
appl'W'4 1'7 ti. General Anel6q. I alae vp4 t... lo !ulYe Dean Aoheaoa. 
SecsN\07 of Slate, lane a tonal pa),llo •'•' t ehd.lar to the oae bl lU'ilecl 
• the trial of Cardinal llin4aun'7, poiatinc Olli the olo.. ualOO ot ll3i oaaea. 
I al.H up4 Ihm lo utlllse the eaoh1ne17 f/Jf Im U. I. leaarlQ' Ocnmcll a4 
aak lhal aa lm-efticalion h aa4e an.cl lo uk Im Seemi.'1' Coaaoll, or oilier 
&ppnpnate U. •• ~, lo aPP9al lo '• pnraaal ot IJWI no, lo .-.eat• 
the Jed.ah oltlseaa. I pola\e4 nl that a dallar appeal la PU'la l•I 7ear 
Ir Mr. ••'', la behalf of lhe Genai-al .&.ea 11' • to \he Greek eorenae•I, aloppe4 
U. u.eoutl of ■-e Qreek lrada uloa pe!!tple. 

Ill'. Sallerlbwall• told• U-1 he ha4 7eat•~ qsp&tet,el aa wa•t oable 
lo oa Aaltuaa4oi- la Int to uoerlala the faola end forulq lo lnlerr- la 
1h11 lldlezi. Mr. tlenJwalle baa aol ,.., noe1Te4 an aaaver lo hla oalde. 

lfflftdq, llr. lallenhwalle ha4 uke4 •I lo pTe U, pi'bllol V flt 
~- ltlnr' • win lbl croua lhal _,. pllbllolW waal.4 Mt bilp au .,,, .. 
...at la lie npnHllWiou lo Int. Ilda atlenoa I loll Ida lhal M ha4 ~ 
a eildlar nqweal et llr. Saak lut I t hr 1a \ Adee -• a4 we falllatulq 
a111pllec1 ..... erlhel-, Ille Dapart11ent1 1 inten loa-■ fd ao •all. I 
potale4 out lo Ida that lhl vu a •I • vhloh uoal.4 noem WW. llei V 
eo \ha\ the lane• '.be a17■talllsed. • floaa wozi14 pa)lic ephlon. 



to Dr. Akz1n - 2 -
March 16, 1949 

I poia 4 011.t to h11I that llci v an4 fo a\a eate ieaued., both bJ' 
Ion an4 re ntattl • ot c.--. ........ •••• did pm- nt ezeculion of Card1nal. 1D4asent,. and \ha\ I 414 not a,...._.__.,_ h11 Tiev of no lici '7 in \hie • After ezplaaation on pabllcil:,, . Sat\e-r.-a1\e dld not pre1a the iaaue • 

• Sallerthwai\e al o \old • Iha.I he oald lake up..,- other 8l1CC9•1iona VS.lb \ha ••••• ot .-11.,_.,, med lore \he alb11111e at folloviJtc ough on BWE'l?ealiona. tr. S l\enhwa1\e qui\ triandl7 
and Usu.Nd I J'7lh1hc • ible lo hel 1n \hia 1 tio. 

• S ,t rt te al o told 
made formal rote\ d 
bera of Congreas. 

Be pr • 4 \o kee e 1 4 of 

llndea\ reg da. 

OC: lk-. Abba 111 Silver 

BA!S/111p 

tab. Co tt e bu 
malber of lelephone call• 



' 

P. • Mr. 01 ,a.at lelephoned me lo 1•• • the.t tbt D anm at JMI noe1Te4 a oaltle frcm the rican lbaa1ador 1n Ira • l11nc that ,.,.en n (d.l:tfennt naaee thaa tho • nazaea. in the .J!A cleepaloh) wen oond-ecl ,o death in 8'1entla, an4 
WN oharpd with h&Yinc letl Iraq and Joined " •--- ot lu Stale ot laz- 1 and, therefor , aa Inql oltl1eu, -•- r l or • 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr . Silver Date •iarch 17, 1949 

Ben ·aiain kzin 

Leo Sack tele h ned e this orning fro. ia.mi, not knowing 
wh re you cold b r ached at pr sent. He asked I e to trans. it to 
you the following essage: 

orti er in asp ch last ni5ht to th~ Zionist Organi-
zation of Gr ater iami described you as the 11 reatest living 

erican Jew", "chiefly res-ponsible for the creation of tre 
ewish State11 , and expl ined that you u _held st adfastly th 

idea of the Jewish State, n ver com, ro:nising on 1 t, and that 
you have risked off nding pow rful fi res and pror inent Jews 
in -ericn for the sake of that idea. '!' is explains t c 
nu~ero s jealousies which have aris n against you. r . lay 
criticized the ettitude of Ben G rion and of the apai and 
dwelt on the irreli5iousne s and atheism cf ,nn.ny J ws in 
Palestine. His s~eech, especially those pas s ]raising 
you, w,s freQ ently appla~ded. 

r . Sack b lioves th t ,fr . 1ay's speech ought to be dit d 
sligrtly s to content and im roved in delivery, -nd that, this 
being done, ~r. . ought to be encour ged to repeat the speech 

11 over t~e country. 

BA :AF 



• 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Silver Date ,i rch 17, 1949 

Benja.ain Akzin 

In addition to for;ner develop .. ents i. connection ~itr t' e 
Iraq death sent nces, I have s - d ~chulson ~~d s b ste o the 
Ar erican Jewish Com.nit ee thet they raise the issu of hy the 
A! erican ~.i1bassy in Be.c; ad, whi h ndo btedl ad .-:nowl~dbe of 
the trials lon~ before an one heard ..,bout the,.1 in this countr ' , 
lad neitl er ir.. erv n d in th sens of tl i nstr ctions •. ic .. 
it hed receiv d fror the epart, nt last eJte1 er, nor infer ed 
the tat~ e~art,en of the recent outrages. It se s t .. at ntil 
t .. e tate Depart1.ent sent an inquir · to 86dad, tre loc 1 ·.s. 
Anbass,: as entirely qui scent abo1.1t t e hole natt ,r. 

It a. a.rs that th answer received by tlle Depart ent from 
its bassy in B86dad in answer to t11e epart ent's inquiry, 
re ortinc;; f c ain .. entences pass din aosentia againi)t J vs 
wh are n~t p. sicpll present in Iraq, is beside th ~oint and 
does not relat to tne d ath s nt nces wnich have be n xec te 
in t r.e . anwhile. 

You wi l l have not · c d that tocl 's • ribune does not ention 
the erg ncy Council's protests at all, wher~as the Ti es giv s 
t ie Council last plac after the ••. erican Jewish 'om it ee and 
th e is' ency. Ka , an is sendi ~ a lett r to the rib ne 
expressi~ his a reciation over tbe :) blici t ,·hich hey have 
·iven to he facts but regr tti the omission o tlJ. .8.nergenc 
ou.ncil in this connection. 



,,, 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadassah. Women•• Zionist Orqanlaatlon of America 

Mbrachl Orc;ranlaatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zeire Zion of America 

Zionist Organization of America 

r. "ba Hillel Silver 
he emple 

Cl veland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. ~ilve:r: 

rch 17, 19 9 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

4nclos d pl as find cop of circulars nt o t to 
an p ople by the ''Rehabilitation 'und for V ter~..ns of 

H brew Resiste,nce. 11 i th the ire lar t .. er is nclosed 
"dollar bill and a ret rn envelope ddr ssed to Ben 
Hecht . 

his kind f )ro a.ganda is sent to a great any 
l>e o_ 1 around the country. I wonder tether yo.i lieve 
t .. at, as coordinating 8Gency for Zi nist ork in the 
nit d States, the er~ency Council should take a stand 

J olicl or otherwis it re erd to th s a¥tivities or 
\'hether, si e the eru.t and tr. ot er r u ... s involved 
in th se activities ar not repr s nt don th Co cil, 

e should leav th att r alon. 

erba s o w uld lik t tit on th end.a of 
the next . eeting of the ~xec tive? 

incer l ours, 

B njamin Akzin 
encl. 



• 0 
0 

p 
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Dear Mr. Akzin: 

DIPilTME!rl? OJ STATE 
Wa.ahington 

March 22, 1949 

I refer to 7our letter dated March 17, 1949, enclosing· 
the text of a 1tatement iaaued by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver on 
behalf of the American Zioniat J'aergency Council on March 16, 
1949, concerning the reported eentencing to death and execu
tion in Baghdad of 7 Ira.qi Jewa accused of pro-Zioniat 
activitiee. 

I wiah to inform you that on March 15, 1949, immediately 
upon receipt of the new• report concerning the above mentioned 
death penaltie■• the Department telegraphed the American 
laba11y at Baghdad to &■certain the fact, of the caae and in 
reply the lmbaeey informed the Department that no Jew, actually 
pre1ent in Iraq had been ■entenced to death on charges of 
Zionist activity einoe the Shafiq .l.dee case in September 1948. 
It reported that 7 Iraqi Jew, no loncer in Iraq bad been 
aentenced to death iJ! ab1entia b7 court martial for leaving 
the countey illegally and Joining Israeli force■, and that 
15 other• had been 1entenced, likewi1e J:A yeentia, to ill
priaonment on aimilar charge■ . Th• Department 11 awaiting 
further report• from the Bmba1ay in regard to the court martial 
trials. 

Mr. BenJamin Akzin, 

Sincerel7 yollre, 

(eigned) J. o. Satterthwaite 
Director for Bear Baetern 

and African Affair• 

Secretaey to the Council, 
American Zioniet lmergencr Council, 

342 Madi1on Avenue, 
Bev York 17, Bev York 



' 

Nr. I. O. lalte,UtlMlt• 
l t.r t• led left ul un.-. ilfalN ..,.._..,., .,.,. 

VMlllMta •.. .... ... , ...... , ... 
I wt.a le ••a• .... wN•l f/1 ,-. \et,• ot 

Ian• II, la Np~ le ., lellff I tel 1111a.1Nll 19. 
1Nt. Ndalal.lC bf--11 ... &MIU 111.ale el 
, ... la I -~• •f It I• YI.-. 

•1---• --~.. • ..,,....,o f a, app ... ta,t 
f llw late ... , dleh IM lepulaeal of taM le ,_._. 

la Ille •tin. l ... _. t.llal U. eoa\l- t.ate .. et et 
I ..,.,. I will ftNNI la J"ffllt~ bw!U..·• Mia 
of .... r ll..-Ml,99- l"IN ... ~•loa f I W •liMl'-
l tte1 of lflMl. 

.,~,.... 

IAaAI' 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadaaaah. Women•• Zionist Orqanlsatlon of America 
Mlzrachl Orqanlsatlon of America 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Organisation of America April 5, 1949 

I 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

As you may lmow, the modern liners of the American Export Line going 
to the eastern Mediterranean still omit Haifa from their ports of ca,11. 
This omission is causing great inconvenience to passengers traveling be
tween the United States and Israel, and we have already received some 
complaints on this score. I have discussed the matter with the Israeli 
Mission, the Consulate General, and Dr. Bernstein of the Palestine Office. 
They agree that the matter is quite serious, and the Consulate General 
informed me that there will be even more of a problem now that the Ameri
can Export Line is about to take off the Marine Carp from the New York
Haifa run. Mr. Gideon Strauss, the consul in charge of economic and 
shipping affairs, said that they find it difficul t to press in this re
spect, but that they would be glad if we could do something about it. 

As you will recall, the omission of Baifa by the American Export 
Line was connected with the measures of search and blockade instituted 
by Lebanon and Egypt aboard boats which were going to or co ing from 
Haifa. The omission of Haifa was undoubtedly decreed by the Line after 
consultation with the State Department, if not on direct instructions 
from the Department. Now that an armistice is in force with Lebanon and 
Egypt, it ought not to be too difficult to get the two countries to 
promise to behave, even though the armistice texts themselves do not 
contain any specific pledi;es to lift the blockade. We are goin& to call 
on the officers of the American Export Line asking them to put Haifa 
back as a port of call for their modern liners, but I don't anticipate 
getting any positive decision from them unless and until the State 
Department advises them to that effect. Here is where, in my opinion, 
Mr. F~ could again perform a very useful service. I don't know what 
exactly are the relations between him and us and wnether, on the eve of 
the coming bud&etary readjustment, we are entitled to call upon him. I 
would be grateful therefore if you could inform me what the situation is 
in this rexpect and whether you consider it appropriate for me to ask Mr. 
Faby to come to our assistance in this JDAtter. 

In this connection, it will interest you to lmow that Mr. Schulson, 
who is now in New York on leave of absence from our Washington office 
and who is not returning to Washington until after the holid.871, told 
me that Mr. Faby feels rather by-passed in connection with the various 
curent negotiations going on in Washington. If, therefore, it is in 
order for us to call on him in the American Export Line matter, he might 
be Just as glad to help us as we undoubtedly will be to obtain his help. 

BA:AF Sincerely your,, ~ 



.. .. 
.l ... 

~ • Benjamin Alczin 
Ar.lerican Zionist Emergency Council 
342 l!adison Avamae 
New York 17, Nff York 

ICY dear Dr• .Abin 1 

April 6, 19L9 

In rep]T to your letter ot April Sth, I would auggeat 
that you get in touch with Ur. hey and requaat him to 
interftne in the matter ot tba American Export Line. I 
thinlc i. can be very helpful. 

With all good wishes, I raain 

Kost oordial]T youre, 

ABBA lllLLEL Silnlt 
/1 HS1er 

Via Air llail 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadaaaah, Women'• Zlonlat Organisation of America 
Mizrachi Organisation of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist OrganlzaUon of America 

April 18, 1949 

To the Members of the Council: 

A meeting of the American Zionist :Emergency 
Council will be held on Tuesday, April 26, at 8:15 
P.H., at 342 Madison Avenue. New York City. The 

agenda will include consideration of the report of 
the Committee on the Scope of Future Activities of 
the Emergency Council. 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

It is hoped that you will be able to attend. 

Sincerely yours, 
. / 

(ifli<~ 
Benjamin Akzin 

BA:AF Secretary to the Council 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah. Women'• Zionist Orqanlsatlon of Amedca 

Mlzrachl Orqanlsatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Orqanlsallon of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

April 27, 1949 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

1. Enclosed please find an original copy of the transcript 
of your analysis at last night's meeting, together with a co_y 
as edited by me. Please let me know over the telephone whether 
you agree with the changes made and what further changes you 
consider necessary before letting the text be used by our 
constituent groups. 

2. I further enclose a copy of a rather important docu
ment taken from the Congressional Record of April 13. While 
so~e of the assertions made in this document are ridiculous 
on the face of it, others m!ey have to be considered most seri
ously. I have already called the matter to the attention of 
Dr. Robinson, asking him to undertake a study of this matter, 
and am inviting the attention of the Jewish Agency to the docu-
ent as well. Personally, I feel that it would be right to 

send a copy of the docwnent to the heads of our seven consti
tuent groups with a view to having them give sone preli inary 
thought to this matter, but I would like first to have your OK 
for this procedure. 

BA:AE 
encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

:Benjamin Akzin 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

Prom 

MEMORANDUM 

Files Date ~ ay 5, 1949 

Benjamin Akzin 

RE: Informal meeting on Thursday, 

Present were IIessrs. Benjamin Akzin, Haurice Boukstein, 
iilton Handler, Robert Szold, Abra.ham Tulin. Also invited, but 
unable to attend, were r. ~urray Gurfein, Dr. Jacob Robinson 
and Judge ?- orris Rothenberg. 

Dr. Ak:zin explained tat while the immediate occasion for 
the meeting was supplied by the insertion of certain docwnents 
in the Congressional Record of April 13 and April 29, these 
documents illustrate the general tenor nd intensity of an 
increasingly frequent line of attack. These documents have been 
forwarded to the members of the American branch of the Jewish 
Agency now in Israel and to some others, nd their attention 
las been invited to the L.iplications of these attacks. The 
present meeting was convened after consultation with Dr. Silver, 
Urs . Judith Epstein, Judge Rothenberg and Ir. Szold. 

After a considerable exvhange of opinion bet •een all those 
present, it ·as felt that, in view of the need to consider the 
status of Zionist organizations and activities in the United 
States with special reference to the questions of registration 
and tax exemption, a co ittee should be appointed to gather the 
e.vailable material and to make recommendations on the legal as
_pec ts involved. 

EA:il 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah. Women•• Zionist Or9anl&ation of America 

Mluachl Or9anlaatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre ZloD of America 

Zlonlat OrCJQ11lzatlon of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

• :a_.v 6, 1949 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

The enclosed memorand summarizes tL.e consensus of o_inion 
reached at esterd.ay 1s informal eeting regarding which Is oke 
to you overt telephone. 

•4ost of those present, while aware of the ..,olitical impli
cations of the problem, were of the opinion that inasr uch as 
the committee to be ap·oointed is to be a commit tee of lawyers, 
it o ht not to make political recomme dations but should limit 
itself to the legal questions involved. I personally took the 
view, which I continue to believe to be true, that any separation 
bet,-,een the t 10 aspects in a a.uestion of tr.is kind would be 
artificial and untenable. 

The tho ht was expressed that the co nittee should be ap
pointed by an exclusively erica,n body, i . e., either the Aoerican 
Zionist Council or the various Zionist organizations in this 
country acting jointly, but that cooperation and consultation 
with the .erican branch of the Jewish ency are essenti 1 to 
the success of the com.ni ttee I s work. 

It was strongly felt by .'ilton Handler that budgetary pro
vision should be raade to ire a young lawyer to do the necessary 
work of research and compilation for the members of the future 
committee. 

All those present agreed that, as far as the attacks inserted 
in the Congressional Record wer concerned, it was best to ignore 
them; a prolonged discussion in the pages of the Congressional 
Record would only give added publicity to the attacks made upon 
the Zionist movement. 

Best regards, 
Sincerely yours, 

8. 
BA:il' encl. 



DRAFT OF L7TT~R TO: 

Dr. Solomon Goldman 
Dr. Isr~el Goldstein 
Mrs. Rose Jacobs 
lr. Louis Lipsky 
Dr. ~manuel 1eu.mann 
Judge orris Rothenberg 
l.r. Robert Szold 

Dear ------
You are ndoubtedly aware of the fact that a committee as set 

up several months ai;O, consisting of the representative of all constitu-

ent bodies within the erican Zi~nist Emergency Council, to consider the 

future character and scope of activities of the Council. After mature 

deliberation, and in consultation with the erican branch of the Jewish 

Agency for Palestine, that committee recommended several far-reaching 

modifications in the structure of the Council. 

The enclosed min tes of the meeting of the A erican Zionist Emer

gency Council of April 26 contain these modifications. As you ill notice, 

they include a change in the name of the Council and the adoption of a 

p rely representative rinciple in its composition. he membership of 

the Council will henceforth be restricted to delegates of the constituent 

organizations, thus eliminating the former category of members-at-large . . 

A further cha e concerns the leadership of the Counci 1. fi thin the co:ning 

months, ne officers are to be elected for an annual term. These officers, 

together 1th a small committee of one representative from each constituent 

body, will thereafter conduct the business of the Council in the intervals 

bet een the meetings of the entire body . 

.-lith the ado_ tion of these changes, the Council is terminating a 

gre t and gloriou~ chapter in its activities and passes into a new period. 

At this oint in our history, I wish to send this meas e of greeting MIit' 



-2-

to those who together with me were appointed in 1939 by the vorld Zi onist 

Executive to membership-at-large in tre ergency Committee then er ated 

in the United States. The little group of people -- Dr. ~olomon Goldman, 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, rs . Rose Jacobs, r. Louis Lipsky, Judge orris 

Rothen erg, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, and r. Robert Szold -- together with 

Dr. llianuel Ieumann, later elected to our ranks, and t ogether with the 

late Dr. Stephen s. Wise, whose memory we shall always cherish, pla" ed a 
1,:s..,_·J ,·(--."'t-

truly ~oe• part in steering American Zionism and dir cting the political 

strug5le for Israel in this countr✓ in the critical days of the second 

~lorld ar and of its aft rmath. In ever-growing easure the Emer5 ency 

Committee, later renamed the Erner ency Council, has call d upon the repre

sentatives of the rganized Zio~ist groups in A.nerica to participate in 

its work. !ow the time has come for us, the original members-at-large, 

to hand over the entire responsibi ity for the future activities of the 

Council to the elected delegates of the Zionist 6 roups. At this hour I 

ant you to accept this expression of gratit de for the notable part 

which you have played in the past int e work of the EmergencyCommitt e 

8nd the E!llergency Oounci l . 

Sincerely yours, 

Abba Hille 1 Silver 
Chainaan 



Dr. Benjamin Alcsin 
American Zionist F.aerpney Council 
342 Madison Awnue 
New York 17 ~ New Yark 

My dear Dr• AJcsin I 

1181' 9, 1949 

Thank you tor the report on the JDNting Thich you held on 
Thursday, ~ 5th. I think the auggestion ot Mr. Handle,. 
that a lawyer be employ-1 to • the necesNJ:7 work ot n
searoh ia a good one, am I hope that the ocanittee ot iaw
yara will eoon be appointed and pt to work. 

11th rererenoe to the draft letter 1'1hioh you aent me and 
which 1a to be sent to 'IIID.bera at, 1arp of the Amarioan 
Zionist EmergenC'7 Council• I do not think wll ot it. 
Kost or the• Jlllll:-ere at larp have not attended our JDNt
inga tor two or three years now, an:l 1 t would be 80mtllfhat 
forced to mnd them a letter. L£t wall enough alone• 

W1 th ll good wishes, I remain 

llost oordiall,y yours, 

ABBA HII,JJO:I. Slll'ER 
AHSser 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah, Women•• Zlonlat Or9ani&allon of America 

Mluachl Or9cmbatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Z.lre Zion of America 

Zionist Orqcmi&allon of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The ple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

ay 9, 1949 

C 

342 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

I should li to ask ou for guidance in a ~att r which ri.as c n 
on my desk for some tin1e. Since tr.e "re-organization" of the Council 
is again being dela~ed, I think it would not do to keep the oatter in 
s spense any lon6er, and I woul liKe to have your a~nroval for action. 

The atter concerns the Institute for Asiatic Studies, presided 
over by Professor Pope, th well :mo n s necialist on Iran. Yo1.1 ay 
recall that a fe years ago, rofessor Pope, ~hose Institute ~as then 
in its infancy, ,anted to engage a young friend of ours, Dr. Garevitch, 
as instructor in Jewish His to a.nd relat d subjects, rovided so .. eone 
would finance tr.e instructorshiu. The swn involved \ras about ·2000 a 
~, ar and both : r. :Ben-Eorin and I a.dvocated tr ... e e endi ture, but for 

o.ne reason it 1as turned down. 

At present, the Asia Institute seems to :h.ave become an important 
center of cultural excha.n0 e and political liaison between erican and 
Asiatic circles. L "orr.1ation has also reached :ne from ~ources whicr ... 
cannot be doubted that the !Lstitute is being used for info ation and 
other purposes by the U.S. Government, and tlere are indications that 
it receives considerable financi 1 support fro official quarters. It 
occupies, incidenta11~, the mansion on the corner of ifth venu next 
door to the onsulate General of Israel. 

Dr. Pope is now about to open ithin the fra.~ework of his Institute 
a Center of Arabic Studies and a arallel Center of Jewish Studies. He 
will do so hether or not he receives our coo_peration, but if he does 
not, the circle of eople whom he will invite as trustees and faculty 

e. bers in the enter of Jewish Studies may not be at all to our liki 
he im·9ortance of this lies in the f 8Ct that, 1hen the two centers are 

established, Dr. ope wants than to have round-table discussions about 
Jewish- ab relatiors, issue public st te ents, ~tc. 

The .nan who1 Dr. Pope ha.s asked to ssist hir.1 in the set tin~ up of 
th Center of Jewish Studie , a l.r. Guttman, has been an active Zionist 
for a number of years, an I knew hi as such ten years ago. He has come 
to me hig .ly reco!llmended br various oe bers of the Isr eli oreign Office, 
.i.JarticLilarly l.essrs. Gideon el, Shomron, and al. • r . Ra:ffael tele-
phoned Jie especially to ask tr.at tr .. e Council give l r . G ttr.a,n every possible 
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cooperation. It seems that they have fou d J.1r . Gutt an v ry cooperative 
in the pas and ave ood reason to elieve that he . ay prove ev n . ore 
useful in the future in connection with the ~ro)osed Ce ter of Jewish 
St1.1dies . 

I explained to -fr . Guttman that it is out of the question for the 
ouncil to contribute to the pro~osed Center of Je,ish Stu ies to any 

consider ble extent. He understood that, but asked us to h lp hi to 
interest a considerable gro 9 of persons in becoming 1 embers of the 
board of trustees o that Center. re people who~ he a~d the gentlemen 
fro t e Isr'leli Forei~n Office have in mind must not e urimarily kno n 
fort eir Zionist activitie but could be relie upon to s e to it that 
the Center would not be used for the ;:,remotion of any slogan which 
woulc. run counter to the interests of Zionisc and of Isra 1. !a.mes 
tentatively su&,:ested were Dr. Louis inkelstein, Dr. Belkind of the 
Yeshiva, Professor Oscar Janowsky, etc. A small su.n1 of money . ay a.lso 
have to be laced by the Council at the disposal of so~e of th se trus
tees so that they m • contribute it a their share toward the funds of 
the Center. 

I rould be gro.teful if ~ou would let me lmow hether I have your 
approval in ap: roaching these gentle:len and others of the saz:ie caliber, 
reco:n:nending • r. Gutt, an to the and interesting them in the project. 
This could be done at once even though the question of a financial 
contribution 'by the Council might have to be _postponed. 

AS, 

Sincerely you.r s, 

Benjamin Akzin 

¼~;; 

t ~ )UAl-1-

~· 11 °' h~ 1. ~, 
?Cl-



Ir. Benjanin .Aksin 
American Zionist Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
Nw York 17, New York 

~ dear Dr. Akzint 

?lay 23, 1949 

I believe that some n,pre•ntative of the American Z:Scwdst 
Council should & tend the meatine called by CARE tar Thurs
day, llq 26th. 

W1 th all good wiahea, I rmain 

Most oordia~ yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVffi 
HS1er 



.. 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

f!tM•""-"' fl"'l4HijalJtNt4 

Hadauah. Women•• Zionist Orvanbatlon of Amedca 

Mbrachl Or9cmbatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Orqanbatlon of America 

Dr. Ab a Hil l el Silver 
I're • emple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ear Dr. Sil ver: 

-ay 25, 949 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

I will ap1>reciate receiving your directives ,,i th re6a,rd to Schulson I s 

me orandu.m of · ~ 24, copy of which he sent to you. he questions are, 

specifically: 

a) Should Schulson be authorized to line u·? support for the Javits
•i.Ulter resolution through J?ersonal efforts on the Hill? 

b) Shoul d he be authorized to do so even if that old 1ean r 0 ister

i!\;; under th lobbing act 

c) Shoul d the loca.l erican Zionist Councils be asked to undertake 

sup orting action? 

d) Should e, before deciding one w y or the other, consult ith lath 

and the ency? 

Personall y, I~~ not inclined to view too favor bly a concerted ffort 

on our oart to help in estRblishing the ear ast Survey Co:'Ulnission. It is 

my feeling that, dth the r sent attitude of Cofl6ress to, ard expenditures 

abroad, there is very little likelihood of the Goverrunent authorizing any 
large swns w.ich ould hel~ the economic develop~e t of Israel. I fer that 
the a.r Eest Survey Co. nission, if established, ould not be ble to accom

plish anything real or worth hi _e. It ight, on the oth r hand, confuse 
natters b tyine u1_) develo )!":lent projects for Israel i th A,11 kinds of polit

ical and tee nic 1 co cessions to the Arab States. In so far as laree-scale 

expenditures of 11oney might be envis~ed, I fear that they are far or- li' ly 

to benefit t e Arabs than the es. It is possible that bee use of our int r
est in seein~ the Arab refuges resettled in Arab cowitries, e wou~d li~ 

this to happen, but then let it be presented to the erican public in a 
s traigrtf orward anner as erican help to the Arabs, rather than ra11.,ed 
in a . ackage which , ould look li~e a 6ift to the Je ·s • hereas in reality 
it contains a gift to the rabs. The sup ort iv n to the joint resol tion 

by the ~tate Depart~ent me.kes me articularly dubious in this regard. 

or these reasons, I would e most chary of undertaking any effort in 

thi m tter unless ~1th info s us tat the Israelis , fter co 1sideri~ all 

ros and cons, have decided th t they re very iuch inf vor of this effort 
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bing undertaken. As th ~ros ective benefici ries, they o ~ht to a 
the 1 t ord. 

If we do not accede to ,ulter 1s reaue t, we ought, of course, t ex-
pl in the situation to Iulter ~nd his colle~ es in such a as not to 

lienate the , but this, I up )ose, can be t '!{en care of ·:itho t ndue 
difficulties. 

I have sent a copy of this letter to Dr . !eU!n nn, to ,,horn Schul son 
h s a so ad ressed co--;)y of hi .ne or ndum, so that Dr. r u:nann ~n t , e 
my cor ent into consider tion in connection i th _ r graph 4 of Sc ul"'c ' .. 
1:e 10. 

With be_t regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

► 
B : Benja.ain kzin 
cc : Dr . : eUt-nann 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

Hadcuaah, Women'• Zlonlat Or9cmlaaUon of America 

Haahomer Hatsalr 

Labor Zlonlat Orvcmlaatlon of Amerlca-Poale Zion 

Mlsrachl Or9cmlaatlon of America 

United Zlonlat Labor Party (Achdut A •odah-Poale Zlon) 

Zlonlat Or9cmlaatlon of America 

Zlonlata-Be'rialonlata of America 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
re e:.1 le 
levelan, 0 io 

ea.r Dr. Silver: 

June 1, 1949 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

In accordance 1ith your suggestion over tbe telephone, I ;ent to s e 
L.r . Eban yesterde." in connection wit_ the sia I stitute matt r. ' r. ~ban 
also • elieves that it •·o· ld be e.dvisable for as to 1eet the reauest, and 
I will accordingly take steps to intere ta fe1 suit 0 ble Jewish ersonal'ties 
in the ..i:,1roject . 

In the co rse of the conver ation , Eban told e that he ;as ver uch 
Jerturbed over the serious deterioration in the attitude of the State D art
ment to,..,ard Israel. He is not quite certain where Acheson stands )ersonally, 
though he feels th t Acheson ay be content to reflect in this~ tter the 
vies of the Departnent. t the center of the intri6 ue is Dean Rusk ho, s 
the ne,ly a ~ointed Assistant Secretqry of State, no~ ields great deal 
of influence. Rusk, who W?S to a very lar e extent the author of the tru -
teeship 9lan a.nd who did not p_nt Israel admitted to the United Nations, is 
bitter and revengeful. At the s ,e time, e is ver-~ smooth, and a rove 
to be even ~ore of ad~ ·er th n LoL Henderson used to be. 

At this narticular mo□ent, the detrimental inf uence of th St te De-
artment sho s itse f m inly in the directives 1hich it is sending to the 

A·1erice.n re resentative on the Conciliation voinrn.ission. he so-called 
11 Gaza Plan" di cussed informally bet een tre ~yptia.ns and the I sr elis, 
proI.1ised a. 6ood a.y out of the difficulty. he :J an consi ted in the gyp
tians lettin the Jews 1 ve the Gaz region together 1.1ith the few hundred 
thousand rab ref ee concentr ted there. be I r a.el i C binet, consid ring 
that sooner or later Isr el wou d robably have to take back t le st 100,000 
Arb refugees e.nyho,, decided in avor of trat 9lan, so that together ith the 
refugees it .. i ht at le t ·et some va,l able territory. Je Egyptians explained 
that the·· could not initiate the • ro osal, and the thou"'ht was that the Con-
cili tion o ission would iJTOpose it to both sides. If this )lan had been 
for ally advanced by the ommission and ccepted by both ~~y)t and Isra , it 
would have become ch easier to et the Lebanon, Syria nd ransjordan to 
conclude or al eace. Instead of welcoming this chance, the represent tives 
of the Stat De artment took a )urely ne 0 ati ve po i tion. hey sa.id : "On the 
basis o t .e Jessup st tement, Israel shou d be .. reparing to 0 ive up some 
territory; instead ou talk about taking in . .iore terri tor ! 11 For the mo ~ent, 
the rabs do not seriously think bout ny territoricl 6 ins at the expense 
of Israel. But if this ~oe on uch longer, the r bs ill ·et so e such 
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ideas. In this resJect, the St te De 
~n attitude of intransigeance on the 
officials did at an e~rlier ~eriod. 

rt ent ? be said to b 
art of the A:r bs, jut 

June 1, 1949 

fosteri 
s the British 

atte .._>tis bein ade at )resent to bring this situation to the 
Pttention of the lhite House. ban did not tell~ , nd id not ask, 
through ,hat channels t nt was being done, but it i easy to sur.nise t t 
it is bein0 taken u-J by ""lath '-'ith Tiles, perha; s ith the ddition of a 
direct communication from Jams HcDonald o the re ident. t :Eb n did 
say ,as that there is one additiona difficulty because President 
is inclined to regard heson as "his a~ on ham he could 1 ce co 
reli~ ce . Db n said tru the ears the osition ill cot nue to rem in very 
serious b teen no and th, forthcoming Se_)tember sessio"' of the nited 
:atio s ( hich m'-' be held in one of the L tin Ar:ieric n c~T)itpls) if not 
longer. Hence, hat me b reauired is. cointer-effort on our ~art ~hich 
may last sever"l ,,ee or even onths. 

I told .ub n that ex·'.)erience has sho m the rolly of relying on one single 
ch nnel of communication ·•i th the ·hi te House. ttem ts to dra, the Presi-... 
dents attention i liles ~hould by all means o on, but if the situ tion is 

s serio a. he su ested, t .. ese a.tte ... p ts should be s1.1p mented by everal 
other ch nnels. I. entioned tentDtiv 1 , and s t he si..ri 1 st nd easiest 
su plement~ry ch...mnel of influence, co. munic .tion fro p>ropria t o rters 
to Sen tor ic~r~th, the • tion 1 Democratic hair. an : to lynn ho is tryin 
once tore to become the un is. uted heed of t e emocrats in 1 e YorK; to 
0' yer iho i a~ain b coJ1ing v ry i porttnt in connection with the olitical 
situation; to eoo.tor 0 1 Ia.honey who is one of the best bal need and res ected 
members of t le enate and c rries a ..,reat deal of ei ·ht ith tl e res id nt; 
aul to ice- resident Dar-ley ihose st tur and infl ence 1 ve been on t e 
increase. r ese s te,..1s could be ta·.en di creetl:· nd i r:i di t 1 .. , it out 
.rejudice to the atte _ ts .ade b ~iles. In addition, as s0on as :r. cheson 
returns ro,n Paris, he cou d be o,p >roached in the same f shion, , i th Justice 
-~raMfurter r.,nd Charle Fahy being the ~.1en be t able to ta to him. 

I added that J ersona . y I would also dvise addin just the tiniest bit 
of Jublic 1)ressure. In thi re , I su~gested three te·r:>s: (.n) an it min 
Dre .er on' colu.~n n ing Dean Rusk 8S t e illain ~n teen e; (b) a fe' 
e itorials not ent·oni nc.-~es but saying th t th tate 
to be up to its old tricks; (c) as~ ec by n L port nt e ublican en 
o. t .lo r of the ~enate a.lon,. t es e lines. -- his latte move would 
be :. articu arly important, sin o t .. Rtl ub i ans in o ress hav no reached 
th oint where, aft~.. e osing ' e le isla. ti ve hel_ less ss of .e ; o-

r s, they ar tr~ing to 0 eiz he i itiative ·ith a le isl tive rogr of 
th ir own. y indication th t the· .. ay 'be doin s r 1.: :t.ing similar • n the 
field of orei n policy • o ld undo bte ... r have a, needlin6 ff c on the Thite 
Hous , _--rtic 1 rly Lrce t Le on ression l .... ect·o·"s of 1 9 0 ,..,re be innino 
to draw e rer. 

I ex_ ained to ~b n that all tbes ~re, of cour e , re ntative id 
s !)''"'e t d by r e on tlie s... r of the o. en hat could no ndertake to do 
any of . e:. it out dir cti es ro ou; --n that it ,as • ,; feel in t t the 

.... il a not 1°nt to act in this -att unl ss he or another re res ntativ 
Isra 1 asks ~s to do so. 
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..Joan e ed to r ther incl'ned perso l1 tower r br 0 

ction i1t 6. eare also some ·h t unc rtain 0 •h tht-r as a OS -
t • n to addr ss ny sue req est to s . ea.gr d th t . o 1 in 
to ·c ith .e again in couple a.a.ys. 

1 as let ~ave o· r .cti t the foe oi as 11 as yo r in-
s ctions ~ r tur acti n. 

incer yo rs, 



.. 

BE JAMI AK ZIN 

-x~ 
~~-

101- 06 67th Drive 
orest Hills, T. Y. 

J ne l , 1949 

Dr . b a Hill l ilver 
The Ter11_l)le 
Cleveland , Ohi o 

Dear r . Silver: 

I sho ld like to slare with o a piece 
of news of a purely Jersonal nature . i:> ir Leon 

Lion has sent .i e a cable inf orr inf, r. e of y 
a~ oint~ent to a newl created hair olitical 
cience at the H br w Univer sity . r e.resents 

for ie the ful ill.i ent o a dre I have had 
sine 1:o yhood. 

I do not J 
I ill ac tual go to I srael . y ~uess is, not 
fo r seve r al months . UntiJ I 6 0 , I ill be very 
ha.1.)P to continu r work in the ouncil . 

Vi tr .. best r e6 a r ds, 

Sincerely your s , 

~ 
enja.min kzin 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

Hadauah. WomeD'• Zlomat Or9cmbatlon of America 

Haahomer Hatsalr 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

Labor Zlonlat Or9cmbatlon of Amerlca-Poale Zion 

Mlsrachl Or9cmbatlon of America 

Ulllted Zlonlat Labor Party (Achdut AYodah-Poale Zion) 

Zlonlat Or9cmlaatlon of America 

Zlonlata-ReYlalonlata of America 

r . Abba Hillel Silver 
he Te _ le 

Clevland, Ohio 

De~r Dr. Silver: 

June 2, 1 49 

Three of the constit ent org~nizations of the Co n~i 
the Z , the oa.le Zion e,nd the Ecdassah -- te ephon me to 
request a eek's post)one. ent of the date f the ecti. 0 : t e 
!.~0·1inations Co'"'.111ittee. Accordin 1-., , I .. ~ve set the o . .1inations 
Co:nmittee .. 1eetin.g for :1onda , June 13, 3 P .. •. 

Te ZOA as:ed me vt-ther I coul st the .eeting cf the 
Coun~i for o·ne time after the ... e ti of the _;ominati::ms 

o.:ini ttee r eeti and rior to 1:r . -::,riser I s de_ artur for 
Israel on J~ne 15 . ! replied th t hilb I Pm to set the 
ti;1e of the _ o·ilinations vommittee eetine to suit the conveni-
ence of its i e:nber<3, the ... 1eeti of ful ounc i l nu t be 
convened by you nd thn,t you told 1e ast ,eek th t you cul 
)refer not to c 11 the ounci_ to ether until aft r you rave 
rec ived a re lort that the ro .ina.tions Co.: itt e is re dy. 
he ZOA was content with this information. 

Subseq ent , Harr .::>teinberG told e thAt you -,ould li~ 
to have a eeting of the Co1mcil before June 18 , t rhich time 
you ,.,ere oin•~ on vac, tion. I su _os e .1e t e it for g ranted 
t ... ..at l fter this ren ·ed ost. nement, the _~o.1in tions C imitte 
\ ill• ·et d.o n to business :m the 13th, e~nd the ref ore I would see 
little risk in our conveni1 the e tin of th 1u 1 o ncil 
for so1e tbe b teen the 14th nd the 18th. le~se let e .no 
your choice of date. 

It rn r interest ou to or that sever 1 of the constituent 
bodi s ha.ve notified .. e th t they rire chan int; heir re resenta
ti ves to th Ho1 ino.tions ommittee . 

incerel you.rs, 

:Benj .min zin 

) 



DR. B• J ,';I AKZL 
AMERICA ZIO:tUeT COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE 

,. f YORr .. , NET YORK 

PLEASE CONVIKE MF.ETIIG OF 'rHE COUIICIL FOR 

THURSDAY EVEJ:ING, JUNE ~E~ RE ,ARDS 

SILVER 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

Badauah, Women•• ZloDlat ONJcmlaatlon of Amedca 

Baahomer Bataalr 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray HUI 2· 1160 

Labor ZloDlat Or9cmlaatlon of Amedca-Poale Zion 

Mlaachl Or9cmlaatlon of America J ne 9, 19 9 
United ZloDlat Labor Party (Achdut AYodah-Poale Zion) 

ZloDlat OrvaDlaatlon of America 

ZloDlata-ReYlaloDlata of America 

Dr. Abba illel ilver 
}, ple 
1 v land., Ohio 

De .. r r. Silver: 

Recent ne S,P"' er stories nc. Bul etins ·i 11 ' ve iven "'OU 

a general ,ictur f he '.'>r ssure t is beiri-o a -:>lied b .. , _.., J the .1eric 
overru. ent. .... nclose ... lease find co~1y of t e . ote which as clel·ver d 

b J". es ~ cDon?.ld to t he Gov rmnent of Is ro.eJ. " .d 1hic ... i ref rred to 
in ost of the stories ro;. w shington ?..nd L us anne . I i Vi!l •. e he 
co y of the note, Lban s·~ed that it ' e treat 'i t:t ut, ost discre ion. 

• he .,rinci _ 1 oints . ... e by ::ban concer irl6 t e re ent sit .tion 
are as follow: 

) or ar e aza Plan ~t t e nof icial r -
tia.ns an thri<4;e. So clear ,-m.s tr.e ttitu e 

in . rican officia circle t G z 1 ou1 d bre t d a'-
loc. , that a hi • . erican official who see .. in l:r e.s no info :.. ed 
of the udden c .. ~ange in the , erican atti t de, \-then inf or., ed a f w 
d ~s ·o t ~t tl re as trouble bet een ··ashin ton nd • 1 viv, 
asked rhether tha.t 1eant that Isr el had r ject0d the l n. 

b) ~le change in tl..e 1erica11 ttit d is only o.rtl~ de to the 
i ilu nee of Rusk and the .. er .. anent officia s. o so .. e extent it 
can • e as ribed to t·. talks held in Paris et een cteson and ~ vi . 
F~owever, :n view of Tr Jan's attitude tov rd .Acheson. not in• old 
be gaine by attacking tle latt r. 

CJ Isra 1 did not onl ·ree to )Ut forward t.e ez lan, ut a ·reed, 
• n eddi tion, to the adr issi n of consider"' ble nur ber f r bs whose 
faJ ilies e.re in Isra. 1. Des ite this ct, t e A1erica Government, 
both officially nd i Givir14 i orJation tote _ress, is tr i to 
er qte tre impr s.:iion t. t Isr el i tterly unbendi r.d do not 
offer a si ·l st p to erd reco cil·ation. 

) Until rec nt ~ the ricar. vernment conceded th t t~e h sical 
aru,i o. of. b refllgee to Israel c nnot take l c u.nti f r 
pesc • s b e est blished as' .. d on y at le r elis d clare 
in a,dv ce t. eir r diness to admit _ r e nU! ber of r f e s t t 
ti . ~ro their attitude h s c nged, nd t y t e the vie th t 

rab ref ee v to be a itted imm di t 1 . 
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e) her i no indic. tion that the ric-- over "le t is ·oi g to 
be l=lfltis • ed ,-•it . an ti ::. c~ncec.- i ons 1h i\,, e off red y 
Isre.el ad it ay thcr upon l a, ff d see to it ti t t e r~b 
~hould 1 o'!'f . On the contrar. , ·1. in6 ton 's etti t d s s to be 
to der.1and . oro nd .. 1ore cone ssions f roT. Isr e , to i gnor tho e con
cessior dio Isra l is .. "l k i ~,ad to 0 0 n re si. •1 it f rther 
de .. and ; \'ht, if any, co. i) nsatin0 prc"'sur i s~ eing e rcised o t e 
~r bs in the s "'e of f,l acific tion is ot clerr. 

f) ~ e o t serious f all is h rone,,ec. res ur by . sh-
i ton f or territorial er.. n es. he J ssll~ for l a o t rri ... oria 
co ~- ensations by Israel or an:r accretion of • erri n above 
the artition bo ndaries w s re ·ect <! l .e U. "• 
ast wint r . her solutio as •?o ted - t tir it r 

t!'..o.t t rties sho ld ·oe fr e to d t r .nine boun ari . et .1e he .. , 
,:tho tr~ rence to the Bernrdotte. ro o al r to J e . rtition 

bolnd ries, on the ~ is cf isti re 1 it'e . The r1 i tice rec -
. nts node inc then ~rovidcd for furtter con olid- tin of terr·tori 1 
arr . ·e:nE:nts. Jo ester Dul e~ in a s eech " t t ... e U .. it d : "'at ion 
,ckno••r e ed t that ti1 e th t the U.S .... ro_ oo adv"n~ed • y ;:e C!u ... 

ea.tee. , n' t1°' t • t th se se of the .,emb :· t _ ~t t P , r•i "' 
be fr e to dete . i e oun 1es --- ..,ccor ·i thout ny 
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• (SECRET) 

The Government of the United States is seriously disturbed by the attitude of 

Israel with respect to a territorial settlement in Palestine and to the question of 

Palestinian refugees, as set forth by the representatives of Israel at Lausanne in 

public and private meetings. According to Dr. Eytan, the Israeli Government will do 

nothing further about Palestinian refugees at the present time, although it has under 

consideration certain urgent measures of limited character. In connection with 

territorial matters, the position taken by Dr. Eytan apparently contemplates not 

only the retention of all territory now held under military occupation by Israel, 

which is clearly in excess of the partition boundaries of November 29, 1947, but 

possibly an additional acquisition of further territory within Palestine. 

As a member of the United Nations Palestine Conciliation Commission and as a 

nation which has consistently striven to give practical effect to the principles of 

the United Nations, the United States Government has recently made a number of 

representations to the Israeli Government, concerning the repatriation of refugees 

who fled from the conflict in Palestine. These representations were in conformity 

with the principles set forth in the resolution of the General Assembly of December 

11, 1948, and urged the acceptance of the principle of substantial repatriation 

and the immediate beginning of repatriation on a reasonable scale which would be 

well within the numbers to be agreed in a final settlement. The United States 

Government conceded that a final settlement of the refugee problem must await a 

definitive peace settlement. These representations, as well as those made con

currently to the Arab states concerning the resettlement outside of Palestine of 

a substantial portion of Palestine refugees, were made in the firm conviction 

that they pointed the way to a lasting peace in that area. 

In the interests of a just and equitable solution of territorial questions 

the United States Government, in the United Nations and as a member of the Palestine 

Conciliation Commission, has supported the position that Israel should be expected 

to offer territorial compensation for any territorial acquisition which it expects 

to effect beyond the boundaries set forth in the resolution of the General Assembly 
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of November 29, 1947. The Government of Israel has been well aware of this position 
and of the view of the United States Government that it is based upon elementary 
principles of fairness and equity. 

The United States Government is deeply concerned to learn from Dr. Eytan 1 s 
statements that the suggestions both on refugees and on territorial questions which 
have been made by it for the sole purpose of advancing prospects of peace have made 
so little impression upon the Government of Israel. 

The United States attitude of sympathy and support for Israel has arisen out 
of broad American interests and principles, particularly out of its support for the 
United Nations and its desire to achieve peace and security in the Near East on a 
realistic basis. The United States Government and people have given generous 
support to the creation of Israel because they have been convinced of the justice of 
this aspiration. The United States Government does not, however, regard the present 
attitude of the Israeli Government as being consistent with the principles upon 
which United States support has been based. The United States Government is 

avely concerned lest Israel now endanger the possibility of arriving at a solution of the 
Palestine problem in such a way as to contribute to the establishment of sound and 
friendly relations between Israel and its neighbors. 

The Government of Israel should entertain no doubt whatever that the United 
States Government relies upon it to take responsible and positive action concerning 
the Palestine refugees and that, far from supporting excessive Israeli claims to 
further territory within Palestine, the United States Government believes that it is 
necessary for Israel to offer territorial compensation for tertitory which it expects 
to acquire beyond the boundaries of the November 29, 1947 resolution of the General Assembly. 

The Government of Israel must be aware that the attitude which it has thus 
far assumed at Lausanne must inevitably lead to a rupture in those conversations. 
The United States Government must state in candor that it considers that the Govern
ment of Israel must provide a basis for a continuation of such talks under the 
auspices of the Palestine Conciliation Connnission and that a rupture arising out of 
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the rigid attitude of the Government of Israel would place a heavy responsibility 

upon that Government and people. 

If the Government of Israel continues to reject the basic principles set forth 

by the resolution of the General Assembly of December 11, 1948, and the friendly 

advice offered by the United States Government for the sole purpose of facilitating 

a enuine peace in Palestine, the United States Government will regretfully be forced 

v to the conclusion that a revision of its attitude toward Israel has become unavoidable. 

(SECRET) 
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Dear Friend: 

2315 MASSACHUSEITS AVENUE, NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 

Adams 8800 

Though we are not personally acquainted, we deem it proper to extend to 
you our greetings and bid you farewell on the occasion of assuming our duties 
as members of the Constituent Assembly of Israel. 

While we feel gratified by the confidence that the people of Eretz Is
rael have expressed in electing us to the Israeli Parliament, we also feel it 
our duty to express to you our appreciation and gratitude for your support 
in the past . For you were among those far-sighted people who supported the 
struggle for the liberation of Eretz Israel in darker days, when our fight 
seemed to so many to be futile and hopeless. Now that the British have been 
defeated by the underground and forced to evacuate Palestine and, thanks to 
the valor of the glorious Israeli Army, the whole world is compelled to recog
nize the State of Israel, we feel that you deserve not only to be congratula
ted but also the everlasting appreciation of the Hebrew Freedom Movement. 

With the winding up of the activities of the Hebrew Committee of National 
Liberation, the American League for a Free Palestine, aware that its primary 
objectives have been achieved, has decided to wind up its activities, too. 

Having ended our British-enforced exile, we feel that we have one last 
duty to perform and that is to come to the aid of several thousand families 
made casualties in the course of the Irgun's fight against the British occupa
tion forces. These families include those who lost their husbands or sons on 
the field of battle or on the gallows; or whose members have become invalids; 
or who have been exiled (more than 1100} for many years in the jungles of 
Africa . It is, to our mind, an elementary duty of men of good-will not to 
leave these families or those veterans destitute, helpless, uprooted. That 
is why we are now engaged in a rehabilitation project to heal the sick, reclaim 
the healthy, and settle the uprooted in hospitals, in homes and in industrial, 
artisan, and cooperative enterprises. 

We therefore appeal to you - and this is going to be the last appeal of 
the American League for a Free Palestine - to contribute generously to this 
drive, being sure that you who gave them the weapons will now want to give 
them a chance to live. 

f ,d_ 11 if~;i:erely y:urs, J..Jtvi. 
Peter H. Bergs°/ Samuel Merlin 

P.S. We enclose a dollar bill as a token of the spirit of generosity 
so dramatically symbolized by the Festival of Purin and the coming 
Holy days of Passover. Please add to it as generous a contribution 
as you can and return in the pre-stamped envelope enclosed. Contri
butions to this organization are deductible for Income Tax purposes. 
Please make checks payable to Alex Wilf, Treasurer. 
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To M B HECHT. 
Boord of Tru t s 

En o d pl a find he to en dollar with my contribution of ,.. ___ _ 

Good Jue and b t whhes to the ov r ign at of Israel. Congrotula

io to Mr. S rgson and Mr. M rlin on th ir election to the Constitu nt 

As mb 

omg ________________________ _ 

Addrc:i.~.------------------------

Pl o mok ch le poyab/ to ALEX WILF, Tr asur r 

(Contributio11 to thi orgonizat,ou or tax exempt) 
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