
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         12            4           269 
 
 

American Zionist Emergency Council, Ben Horin, Eliahu, 1948-
1949. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPY 

I 

SUI!I 78.S 
11 Veat 42nd Street 
lev Tork 18, B.Y. 

Rev. Dr. A.H. Silver, 
Jewish Agenc7 for Palestine, 
16 l&at 66th Stree\, 
llew Tork, Bew York. 

A,ig,ist 12, 1948 

Permit me to a.eknowle4ge receipt of 7our letter of July 12th. 

Al.though it mar be ae 7011 aa1, that •the Jewish Agency cannot 
cona14er that a useful or leg1t1tate purpose 11 11ened b7 
individual Jews, whateTer their poeition, who invite \he eupport 
of the u.s. Government or of U.B. delegation for po11c1ea which 
ran counter to those which the government of Ierael in ite de
fense of the complete pol1\1eal &nd territcrial integrity of 
the State,• I venture to beline that those at the head of the 
government of Ierael would. take a Yid.er and more liberal rtev 
of the aot1Titiea of certain individus.la who present plans which 
have aome chance of helping the Jewish people and the cause of 
Ierael. 

Might I aak 7ou ld.ndl7 to convey to Mr. han the enclosed notes in 
an1ver to hie Commeat of July 10, 1948? 

!hankin, JOU, I am 

JLM:•t 
Inc. 

Sincerel7 70ur1, 

(eigned) Judah L. Magnet 
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MEM:>lUBDUM 

DR. JUDAH L. MAGNES 
Suite 78.5 

11 Weit 42nd Street 
Wew York 18, H.Y. 

D: Notes on Dr. lban' a Comment of July 10, 1948 

-o-o-o-o-n-o-o-o-0-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-0-o-o-0-o-o-0-o-o-o-O-0-O-o-

l... !he aentence in the preamble to 'lltf Plan !or Palestine Confederation, 
that 1pol1t1ce.J. and economic 1eolation and unbridled eoTereignty are 

aa fa.tile in Palestine as the7 are antiquated in the reet of the world" 
ie indeed. •too 4ogmatic 1 • Yeti\ is common knowledge that emall states 
cannot, in practice, enjo7 imlimited soTereignty. '?hie ia a aentence 
that can be a.rgued J?ro and con a.t great length ll'ithout e.rrirtng at a 
practical result. But it should be :Pointed out that this sentence forms 
no eeeent1al part of the practical pro~oeala for Paleet1ne Confedera-
tion. The proposals for a Palestine Confederation were pnt forwar4 to 
be of eome practical help, end not for the purpoae of msking debating 
and points, e.n eaey, if rather futile exerc1•e. 

It 1 etrange that Mr. Shan cal.le the Confederation tendenc1 "19th 
Centn.ry end pre-charter,• in view of the recent formation of Benelux, 
&nd the trend towards union in Weatern JSnro:pe general]7, and nov the 
recent vote in Newfoundland in favor of confederation with Canada. 

I doubt gree.tl1 if the government of I rael in it search for a 
way out of the terrible 1mpa•••,. vmd permit iteelf the uee or auoh 
terms a.a •grotesque• and that would eeem to be the prerogative onl7 
of those who have been made rather heady by the freedom of debate in 
the Council Chamber of the UI. 

Ae to foreign relatione and defenae, it would be interesting to 
know in what terms the Cabinet of the State of Iara.el 1• thinking of 
s.nswering the eimlar propose.la of Count :Bernadotte. One may be sure 
that they vill not use expressions such a.a 1groteaque• and "not worth7 
of serious comment." They will be deeply concerned 1n finding ways out 
of the terribl& impasse rather than in the wordy rhetoric end the 
headline• which the freedom or the lJI Council Chamber would seem \o 
engender. 

JLMsma.t 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah. Women•• Zionist OrcJcml&atlon of Amedeo 

Ml&rachl Orqcmlsatlon of America 

Poole Zlon-Zelre Zion ol America 

Zionist Orqcmlzallon ol America 

r . bba llel ilver 
c/ o Gat timon Hotel 
Tel- Av'-.v , Israel . 

!J CUr Dr. 'ilver: 

Au8',lst 25, 1948 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hlll 2-1160 

I hooe ~~is letter still raaches you in Tel- viv • 
.Judging by the dispatches , you are still far from having 
settled m :tters in the ctions Corrr:.iittee . 

s !"lent i.on n r1y letter to herto. :, a copy of 
·thic11 is here ith attached, it , as ndeed very farsir:hted 
on our port to he.ve devoted so o.uch ttenti0n to 'the 
a.tholic Church and to have established in good time 

contacts and fr endly relations ' .i. t the Catholic h erarchy . 
his became a,parent especially in li~nt ~ the events 

of' the le.st t, o da,ys . 'l,he attBched conies of r:iy 
me: 1oranda to hapiro \:ill e you a fair ide of our 
efforts here in this re 0 ect . 

You 1 ay al('.,o be interested • n the second part 
of letter to 1.1hertok, r' i ch has ·othi-r1rr to do with the 
Catholic ano- e . I do think th, t our policy makers are 
COID!:lit • n a fallacy by eJ.lov,in exagF?,eri.tcd figures of 
r•re.b r efugees ljO st&nd unchallenged thereby even 
co:i1tributing themselves to t ·iis ar ·ful e.xagger .tion. 
If you feel the sa.L1e a:y about ·t , do have , ord 1 'ith 
'hertok on the subject . 

','ith indest re 0 ards and lookin for\:erd to 
r elcoming you back v ry coon, I era 

Very s ccrely yours , 

(.~-
1li ehu en- Ho r in 

ncls 
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Am rican Zionist Emergency Council 

; . 
MEMORANDUM 

To HaM7 L. Shapiro I ,It C August 20, 1948 

F,·nm ZU.ehu Be-Horln 

I "'1n returned from Washington from oontere~e• w1 th 
d1p1tu1.ea, which I t eel were both interesting and e 
useful. IJ the wa,, this feeling is shared b7 Ur. •ah 
aooompanied • and took an acrtive part in these talks. 

°'1r first oonferenoe waa with Msgr. O~roll, 
of the National. Oathollo Welfare Oonterenoe,-......iu.....su:B!!pl, 
of all the Catholic bishops in the United '""M4ia....JIE~- ~ 

polltio&l. and public relationa arm. C&M'Oll, 
unhesitatingly' gave ua uaurances s1nd. ae whi 

Direcstor 
ion 

Dr. Silver and I reoeived from Magr. Alellflllibn 
1n Rew York. In faot, he went fu e than 
personal endorsement of Zionist --•l'l,'Patio 

Uagr. a 

When I •howed him 4'he report 
said that he lmn l"ather Allde o o 
tlwrefore oouldn 't 3'1dge •hethe 
However, he added, that u a man w 

, expressing his 
alestine. 

~,'°raon' • lecture, he 
ghtl7 and 'that he 

all the Cathollo publlo and t 

port aoand■ tNe to tn,e • 
in permanent oontaot with 

bishops, he want• to 
Catholio bishop or 

d that he finds it 
apoke in th••• tenns 

uaure •• that not n___.~ ....... 11 he he 
pr1.en make atat.-tl'W 
dittioult to beli 
on the Palestine 

p 

I waa Yer, oaretu to Msgr. Carroll, when I 
submitted to him t Anderson leature, that we never 
had a chanoe u 7et n-tatni the veraoit7 of this repon, and 
there _-.....,.,.bmlt it .,.11"....,.......-aubject to this resenation. Thia 
tu cl be Yel"'J' prudent of me, eapedal.l.y in light of what 
ha ed the nen 1 during our oonvenat1on w1 th •ather lfalah 

ather Anders n 

back "° r nferenoe •1th Msgr. Carroll, I alao raised 
t nns from Palestine publlahed in the 
O ~-- ting out that aometimes a distorted picnure 
la r.-.aan·:te o ente in Palestine. I added that I do not suspeot 
ill will on eir part, but rather ignorance or inadequate 
information at the aouroe of the newa. I further suggested that 
it might be a good idea tor the Catholio Nna Semoe, attaohN 
to Msgr. Carroll'• crganlsation, to oheok 1n oerla.1.n ouee their 
news with ua before oiroulation. Carroll thought that this wu 
a sound idea and he i11111diatel7 took ua down to ••e the Aaaistant 
DlNotor of the Newa Semoe, r. Burke lfallh, with Whom n had 
a abort and aatiafJ'ing tallt. Be i:romiaed to oonnlt ua when 
the ooouion arises. 



. . 

Barr, L. Shapiro -2-

The next •:ming •• had a oonterenoe wi'th 1ather 11:damnd A. Wal.eh, 
Yioe President of Georgetown OniYersitJ and Direotor of their 
flllOUS lohool of roreip ftelationa1 and hth•r Anderaan, the latter 
hanng be• in Rew tork, •u · oal.led eapeoial.l.J' to Waahin.gton to 
a"•nd thia oonterenoe with ua. Jlather Walah turned out to be all 
1'ha t I heard ot h1li from Aksin and oth ra in W&ahlngton, namel.7 
w ot the•-' outstanding 181111• 1n the Oatholio Ohuroh 1n the 
Uaited Stat••• a man ot an exo.Uen't mind, and a great 111thorit1 
on Ruaia and other foreign pollq attain. Our oonnraation 
luted tor al houra, md it llight have luted mob longer wt 
for '111 bNllking i~ up beoauae ot a laah appointMll.t whioh Leo 
ldk arranged for • ri th a radio oommen'tator, lu-1 Godwin ( aponaored 
bJ Ar81Doo). At the verr outset of our oonTer■a'tion after m'tual 
introductions were over, 1ather Wal.ah showed ua a statemen1 mad• 
bt the Pope on Augun 3, 1941, on the ooou1on of an eadiDOe 
gran'ted b1 the Pope to a six-man Arab delegation wbioh came to 
the Vatioan hoping 'to get Oatholio endorsement ot Arab upirati
ln Palestine. I attaah a oopy of this nateaen't, whioh we mq 
oouider u ab•lutel1 tair trom our rinpoin'I. I then. told them 
ot the eouroes O't cur pe"'urbation reoerxtl.7 and apeoifioal.11 raised 
the question of J'ather Anderaon' • repoMed i.oture, uking once 
again the reserntion that •• don't know how reliable and true 
the report la that •• have.I gave the repon firat to rather 
Ander110n and then to 1ather Wal.ah. J'ather Anderson• s tinrt reaction 
waa that •it 1• a highl.7 uanllable sumar:,•. 1ather W&lah 

•aid that it he were l'ather Anderson he would refuse even to 
diaou•• this repon unless the man is produoed •ho wrote it1 
that it is hi• praotioe to send th1• kind of anon,m011s O"WDND111atiou 
and 0011plaints to a "nut•" file which he hu in hia offioe, and 
that 1a what he would adris• J'ather Andereon to do. To this I 
auwered that 1ather And.- aon would obvioua].J' be w1 thin hi• right a 
if he aooepted 1ather lalah's adno•1 that I do no't Jmo• uy aore 
about thia leatun than what :t.a written in the report1 nor do I 
lmow tbe name O't the ma who wrote it. 

Jtather Anderson in the meantime narled to analyze this Nporl 
and the main, verr eaaential. point Whioh he ■em ioned at -tb8 ••rr 
outset of hi• anal.Jsis waa, that be dell wred a leeture 'to the 

t--G&nlinal.a Ooordinating COlllllittee in Mq 194f, not in Ma, lMI. 
'l'bU.. of ooul'Se, put a ditfenrxt ooaplexion on the whole thillg, 
beoauae l t wu a long time betore Iarael .... eatabllah•d. BonTer, 
I uked J'ather Anderson whether he would al.lo•• 'to profit bJ 
thl• oeeuion of our aee'ling together and would tell• whether 
h• tmte~alu uy of the .S.ewa attrlb\tted to hill 1n this Npo", 
unreliable u it ■a, be. Our oonYeraation thenupon clewloped 
aleng the opWou attributed to Anderecm in tu report. To ... 
a 1oag nor, ahon, both J'ah1 ad I arriTed a the oonoluaion 
tbat while llsgr. Carroll, J'ather Walsh and ot.ur Oa'tholic dipitariea 
.,_,_ mn are bado&l.11 lelll1ng towards a pro Zionist podtla 
on th• Palestine quest 1on. hther .Aadera<a 1• 110 friend of oun.-
'N put 1,Wldl.J'. '!be ua ad hoe be• 1.ncloev1Dded bJ 'Ula 
llldl-ztonin■ ad probabl.J' newr heard a tnae lioain pr•••ntatioa 
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Harr, L. Shapiro Augun 20, 1948 

and interpretation of the Palestine problem. It ia needleaa 
to ae:, that both lPah7 and I did it• a bit in pNsenting the 
Zionist Yiewpoid during this session. Jtath•r Anderson was nr.r 
def1nitel7 on the defensive and ver., much eo. J'ahy told me on 
our •e:t fro■ the oonterence that h• feels sure that Anders011 
•111 think trio• no• befon making &n1' anti-Zionist statementa, 
and I think that l'ah7 is ri@flt • 

. I wish 'to add that I found J'aby' s oooperation 1n these ta.llm not 
onlJ' -'"mel.J oharming and pleaaULt but al.so ftJT useful. 

It •aa very untonunate that the same attemoon the news •aa 
publilbed from P&lest in• about the Oatholic oirclea there aocusing 
the Israeli ArrrJ of looting so• Catholic institution•. lliahu 
Epstein told • that he inned.1atel7 wired to 'l'el-Arl v asking 
for either refutation or olarlfioatioll of tlia matter, aa he felt 
that 1 t might do us a great deal of harm it the accusation 
n&da without any proper reaction oil our pan. 

DH/lb 

P.s. Our lunch, Leo's and mine, ri.th larl Godwin - unrelated 
to the Oathollo coDYersati ona - waa ••'7 pleaaant and I• sure 
will prove to have been useful. We diaoussed mostl7 the Palestine 
and oil affairs and enlightened Mr. Oodrin Oil t he subject. He is 
Ulldoubted.17 a TeJT f'rlendl7 man 1n general, and also a friend of 
t he J'ewish people and of Palestine. I think that •• should have 
no doubts on. this •oomit. 
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ee m• au• m er etI-lfflNI - s •ma m, 

•• are happ7, firn of all, to reo•1•• a OollDitt•• whioh OOINa 

to u la the - of a People Whom•• know and•••• tor their pnerou 
oh&raner and a'tluhlled to oe1"aln buie rellgiou.a prlncd.pl•• Whioh 
eonartitute an indiapenstlbl• condition for aooial order and tor 
ciYilization. 

Seeondl.J, we cannot but be lmpnaeed bf the oompoaitioa ot 
thi• present Oolll'ld.ttee. • It 1• a pleasure for Oa to ••loom• it u a 
8J11bol ot aoeial aolidari"1 and ot that peaeetul ooMPn:t._7 Whiah, in 
apite ot the diYersit7 of its racial groups, ought •sp•oiall.7 to ha•• 
1te center in Palestine, where Jeaua, 'the Prlno• ot PeM11, proolaimecl 
and brought peace to men ot all time• and of all nations. 

Oenainlf • peace oannot be established exoept on truth and on 
Justice. That auppo••• napeot tor the rights of others, respect tor 
oertain aoquired po.S.tiou and traditione, eepeoiall.J in the domain 
ot nligion. It 1111ppo•••• liulri••• the 8'r1n fulfilment of dutiea 
and obligatiou binding 011. the d1Yera• groapa of inhabitanta. 

Tb.at la. why, When. n have reoei ved, nen 1n reoant dqa, 
DUMroua appeals and protests tram different parts of the world and on 
behalt ot a Yariety of oausee, it is IRlperfluoua to tell Jou the1.t •• 
d1appron of all reoourse to force and rlolenoe, Whatenr it• origin. 
lo aJ.ao •• haw oonc!Mmed oa repeated oocasions in the pan the 
peraeoutiona that a tea.tic antiaemitism launched against the lewiah 
people. •• han al•q• ma:t.madned this attitude of perten imp&r'1alit1 • 
however varied the cireumatanoea, and We propose to maintain it in th• 

,,.,, Mure aa well. 

Clearly, oae eez,not interpret u 1nditferenoe, thi• 1.-,19'ialltr 
Whieh our Aponolie M1nl.t17 neoeeaitatea ill Us and 1'hieh pl.UN Ua 
abcn'e thoae oontlieta "hat bean lmllaa 11oeiet7 • eapecd.al.17 1a th• 
pres•t troubled times. •• aallllN 7ou, also• 'Iba 1neofar u it depada 
on:.U. _and aooordhg to poaalbilltiee that mq be ottered Oa, •• rill 
nrln that Justice and peaoe 1a P&len1ne mar beoo a bleaNd Nal.1."tl 
a re&1.it7 produoing through the ettenin oooperation ot all 1nterene4 
p&nies aa order that rill guarantee to eaoh of the p&Mi•• at preamt 
1n oontllet 11eonrlt7 ot uletenoe along wi'th thoae phJ'alul and •ral 
eonditiona of lit• that are the 11.onn&l. foundattou of •terial aad. 
oultural well-being. 

It i• in th•• aedimed■ that. thanJdng 7ou alnoeni, r 
70v Yia:t.t, •• gin 70u uaunnoe. ot °'1r poel'll&l pod wiah•• tor 70u, 
tor roar tamiliea, tor tho•• who are dear to J'OU and tor rour emiN 
People. 

• The • Delegate• ••n Uoale■ and Obrlstian1 1110Dg ti. later nre 
OMhodox ud Gatbollo. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date .August 31, 1948 

From Mr. Z.iahu ::Sm-Horin 

Judging b7 the newa from Palestine, you are about to return 
to the states. I, therefore, mail to Cleveland the attached copy 
of a meioorandum which I sent to ~. Shapiro yester~, which I 
feel mq interest you. 

:Best regords. 

~H:SR 
Enc 



,..MUICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

' 3-42 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date September 9, 1948 

Mr. Bl.iahu :Ben-Horin 

I mentioned to you yesterday the letter I received from Msgr. 
McMahon. Herewith enclosed is a copy of this letter for your infol'
mation. The communications from me to which McMahon refers in his 
letter contained dispatches from Israel indicating a favorable atti
tude on the :p3.rt of the Israeli Government towards varioue Catholic 
affairs. 

EBlmSi 
Enc 

:Best regards. 



, 
1- COPY ,r 

CA:ttiOL.1.u NJ!JUt .l!.AST W.i,;LF~ ASSOOJ.A!l:10: 
480 Lexington Ave. 
He\'1 Yor:c 1·, • N'. r. 

r. niahu Ben-Horin 
American Zionist ilnergency Council 
New York City 17 

Dear l,.r. Ben-Horin: 

September 7, 1948 

I was out of the city when your communications arrived, but 

I want you to know that I appreciate your kindness in sending them. 

They show a sincere desire on the part of the Israeli governr.:ient to 

alleviate the tragic con.di tions in Palestine. 

Only one recent news disp~tch displeased us here. In it an 

official of the Israeli goverruaent brands as antisemitic one of the 

references in our letter to the United Nations. This is pure calunny 

and no amount of debate can erase it. 

As you lmow, our dealings with the United Nations have been 

completely objective and within our right as an Association represent

ing multitudes of ChristiAns in the l iddle East. We shall always resent 

the charge of antisemitism, when we pursue this objective aim. 

Hopeful that this note finds you in God's good health, and re-

peatine my own deep appreciation of your 1d.nd cooneration, I am 

Cordially yours, 

Thomas J. Mc a.hon 
National Secretary 

is 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah. Women•• Zionist Organization of America 

Mbrachl OrCJQDlzation of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

COUFIDEHTI.AL 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

September 9, 1948 

Sidney L. Herold, who returned a few days ago from lnrope, 
told us -- Harry Shapiro and Dl1'sel! -- quite a few interesting things 
which he had heard from James ~Donald, with whom he travelled from 
Uew Yorlc to .Amsterdam. We asked Sidney to swmnarize this information 
in the form of a memorandum. Thi a he now has done, and I 91close a 
copy of his memorandum. 

However, in a personal letter to me accompanying the memo
randum, Sidney writes: " • • • On going over my memorandum on my 
various conversations with Mr. McDonald, I find much that I would 
hesitate to put into a report. Mr. McDonald was so frank and open 
with me that if it had not been that I felt it proceeded from genuine 
friendship and from a most intense sympathy for our cause, I would 
have considered it naive. For this reason, I am being rather sketchy 
in the accompanying report •• •" 

"I would not mind writing you, personally, a review of all 
my conversations; but I feel that in a report, no matter how confi
danti&l. 1 I owe it to Mr. McDonald not to sq nerything that he told 
me about the inner workings of the State Department. I know you will 
understand." 

Please keep this reservation in mind when you read Mr. 
Herold's mclosed memorandum which I still find, in parts, very inter
esting. 

With my best regards to you and Mrs. Silver, I am 

Sin/ly yours, 

~ -~-' 

ICliahu Ben-Horin 



PP§Ola.L AND COlIFIDENTIAl• • 

1rom: Sidney L. Herold 

To: Eliahu :Ben-Horin 

September 7th, 1948 

As I told you in New York, I had many long and interesting 
conversations on shipboard with Mr. McDonald. I am con
vinced that he is not only a moat zealous advocate of the 
Zionist cause, but that he is determined to do whatever 
he can, consistent with his official duty, to aid ua in 
the firm establishment of the Commonwealth. 

One of the moat interesting highlights of these conversa
tions vas his statement to me with respect to the changed 
mental attitude of Marshall and o! Forrestal. This, he 

assured me, is due to the military successes of Israel, 
and to the confidential reports tha.t have come direct to 
Marshall respecting Israel's military strength, and the 
nature of its military organization. In this, Major 
Elliott's reports played a very large and important pa.rt. 

I gathered that Lovett'• pro..Arab and pro-British attitude 
bas in no mnn"r been changed, and that, unfortunately, 
Varsball has great confidence in Lovett. Also, that the 
intermediate and lower levels of the State Department are, 
as you know, atill mintaining their hostile attitude toward 
us. 

:But the interesting i;art of these di1cussions va.1 the change 
in the personal attitude of Marshall and of Jorreetal becauae 
of Arab weakness and Israeli strength, contrary to the im
pression they had formed from military' reports prior to 
llliott's viait to Palestine. 

McDonald bas been around quite a bit, as is illustrated by 
the precautions he ha1 taken to protect himself againat 
sabotage at home, as I told you in lew York. 
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I might also state that Mr. McDonald was very loud in his 
expressions of admiration for the great ability of Major 
Eba.n, and of Mr. Epstein, and he expressed himself to the 
effect that their ability and savoir-faire had made a great 
impression on American officials. 

I think I told you also that he stopped off at Geneva to 
see Weizmann, and at Rome to see the Pope, before proceed
ing to Tel Aviv - going, of course, first to London. 

In fine, I am convinced that a very wise choice has been 
made in his selection, both from the standpoint of American 
interest and of the Zionist cause. I have reason to believe 
that vb.at he tnld me about JI jwe recognition is not far 
off, and that he will have much to say as to the date on 
which that complete recognition will come. I am looking 
for it prior to the Pari1 meeting of the Assembl7. 



> 
4-AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Si lver Date September 14, 1948 

Mr. Eliahu Ben-Horin 

I wrote a report to Shertok about the El Ka.taeb -- after Lourie 
assured me that he would be able to send it safely to Shertok. I 
enclose a copy for your information. 

Best regards. 

EBB: SR 
l!bc 
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' AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date September 14, 1948 

Mr. Eliahu :Sm-Horin 

.. 

Following our telephone conversation I phoned Washington and 
Schulson '\Till phone back and will be instructed to make the neces
sary inquiries at the State DE!)artment. In the meantiae, I enclose 
for your information a copy of a memorandum from 13. Shitrith, 
.inister of Minorities to :Sen-Ou.rion and Shertok on the question of 

the Jews in Iraq. 

:Best r ega.rds. 

EBH:SR 
Enc 



I 
STATE OF ISRAEL 

MIBORITIES OFFICE 
Hakiryah 

'ID: Prime Minister and the Minister of Security 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 

FROM: Minister of Minorities 

Subject: Jeys of Ire.a 

18 Tammuz 5708 
2.5 July 1948 

As a continuation to the letter of the Prime Minister of July 20, 19~ 
~o. /176, and to the letter of i-:r. Shimoni of the Middle East De-pa.rtment of July 
21, 1948, l:o. 1395/48 and of July 22, 194-8, 1t67 /!~8, I bring to your attention the 
follo ,1ng details: 

l. Saturday night, July 10, 19L8, radio lr?.q made the follO'r'ing announcement: 
"3very nA.tive of Iraq •ho hAs fought .,,1th the Zionist forces, or who htls been roven 
to be a Zionist, will be nunished by death or b~r life-long ha.rd labor." 

Many Jevs heard the broe.dcAst mentioned abo re, and in narticula.r, Racbamim 
~juan, who is -prenared to give us as orn statement on it when it will be reouested. 

2. Sunday, July 11, 1948, radio Ramalla.h broadcast the following a.nn.01:ncement: 
"The Governm,:lnt of Ir q romulga.ted a. law accordin to "•hich all Jewish frunilies "'ho 
h :ve any connection with Zionism "·ill be puni shed 'by a.ea th or by life-long hard labor. n 
The Mr. Ra.jua,n, mentioned above, heard the aforementioned broadcast. 

3. Besides Mr. Raju.an, some of the members of the family Bashi a.re pre ared 
to bear ritness to this m~tter, and likewise IrA.qia.n Je •:s 111ho live in RA.mat Ge.n and 
Tel Aviv. 

!1.. Accord_ing to information bP..sed on rf>rorts which reached the delege.tion of 
the Ira.qi~n coTT1muni ty through letters that ca.me from Irao through the Uni tee. States, 
it is ossible to stBte definitely that the Government of Iraq has already ta.ken 
measures against the Je"t.·s of Iraq, in that they froze the pro-perty El.nd the merchandise 
,rhich belonged to Je rs, and no Je~r 1ill be ahle to enjoy more than 20% of his 
nro-oertv. Money belonging to Je s denosi ted in the bAnk was frozen and no ,rew can 
receive more than z% of his r..eposi ts. 

5. J e"'s -,·ho -our chased ...,ronerty in I sra.el have been laced in • etention crurms. 
Th~v number between bQQ and 500 indiriduals, some of whom were nlaced in house ~rest 
because of their being senators or high government official&. 

6. A general prohibition was laced on the departure of any Jew from Ira.w to 
~ny pla.ce •hat soever. With regard to the Jews who left IrAq And who, to accomplish 
this, were compelled at that time to de~osit a sum between 2,000 nd 5,000 Palestinian 
nounds, the government confiscated the aforementioned sum for the State Treasury of 
the Government of Iraq. 

7. Tens of Je~s were sentenced to various periods of imprisom:lent up to 5 years 
for the crime of sympathy ~or, or ties with, Zionists. 

Th.ere ·111 snon be in my nosse1sion a letter that was sent from America which 
details the renrehensible deeds of the Government of Iraa. 

B. Shitrith 
Minister of Minorities 



.. 
~~fRJCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Silver Date September 15, 1948 

From 

Enc. 

Eliahu Ben-Horin 

Enclosed please find copy of the telegram to Secretary Marshal, 
whi~h I changed according to your wishes. 

I contacted Dr. Xarl Braun, and am meeting him this afternoon. He 
confirmed to me that Ades is the Jord representative in Iraq. So, 
we shall pursue also the Jord line. 

We are trying to arrange a little conference for tomorrow with the 
American Jewish Committee and the other interested organizations, 
and we shall formulate our plans there with regard to the Committee. 

:Best regards. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah, Women'• Zionist Orqanbation of America 
Mlsrachl Orqanbatlon of America 
Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Orqanlsatlon of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

September 16,1948 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

A few days ago we received, through Arthur Lourie, 
a copy of a letter sent by Msgr. Antonio Vergani, 
Vicar-General of the Latin Patriarch in Galilee to 
Rabbi J. L. Fishman, Minister for Religious Affairs. 
We made good use of this letter, having multigraphed it 
and circulated it among our Catholic contacts. Thus 
far, we have had one favorable reaction - in a letter 
received yesterday from Msgr. McMahon. I am enclosing 
copies of both Msgr. Vergan1 1s and Msgr. McMahon's 
letters. 

With my beat wishes, I am, 

EBH:~ 
Enc. 

Sincerely, 

(.~' 
lliahu Ben-Horin 



COPY 

CATHOLIC 'NEAR EAST WElFARE ASSOCIATIOr 
480 LEXINGTO.d A VENUE 

HEW YORX 1 7, N • Y. 

September 14, 1948 

Mr. Elie.hu Ben-Horin 
America.n Zionist Emergency Council 
Jh2 adison Avenue 
Mew York 17, Ue, York 

Dear Mr. Ben-Hor in: 

I have your gracious communic2tion of 

Seutember lJ, and I •as happy to read the enclosure . 
. 

May this description be the beginning of happy relations, 

Bnd may "'e soon see the day when thousands of Christian 

ref'Uf"ees may return to their homes in the State of Israel. 

A igantic relief nroblem has been created by this displecement, 

and I am sure that half the problem rould be solved ,,_.ere these 

neonle to return home. 

As uring you of my continued good •ishes 

a.nd grF..titude for your ovn coo-oeration, I am 

TJM:MX 

Cordially yours, 

/s/ Thomas J. McMahon 

National Secretary 



COPY (Translation from Italian) 

Nazareth, 26th August 1948 

Rabbi J. L. Fishman 
Minister for Religious Affairs 

Sir, 

Pending the submission to you of a detailed report concerning the happen
ings that took place in the whole of Galilee, we should like to declare, in our 
capacity as Vicar-Gen0~al of the Latin Patriarch for Galilee, tha~ si~ce the 
appointment of Liaison 0fficers for Religious Affnirs in Nazareth and ~cifa, 
many a_ifficul ties have been smoothed out. This t·rn.s also due to the personal 
qualities of the Liaison Officers, who are deserving of every prcise. Even 
prior to the appointment of Liaison Officers, attempts had been macle by !,Iessrs. 
Ya1 eli end Beilin to remove the diff:i.c t'.. tics, and we shall alwoys be most grate
ful to these gentlemen for the W1derstanding they displayad and for the n.ssist
ance they rendered us in most difficult ancl delicate circumstMces. i."e nre glad 
to be able to mention, inter alia, the aereement, ,,.rhich, thanks to t h e good 
offices of lir. Varadi, ,1as concluded bet,·;een the military authori ti cs ond our
selves regarding sen.rches ,,.hich m[1y possibly have to be made in Uazo.reth and 
the surrounding area. These searches are to be carried out by unanned persons 
and in the presence of the religious authorities. 

At the same time mroiy minor difficulties concerning penni ts for the 
freedom of movement and exercise of reli6ious activities have been removed. 

In Nazareth itself, ,-hen the city was being occupied, with the sole 
exception of one incident in the house of the Salesian Fathers, the I src.eli 
troo1)s behaved in an unexc8]_:>tionable manner in their treatment of houses, 
institutions and religious :persons; and apart from one further incident at the 
Nunnery of the Sisters of St. Claire, the Israeli troops behaved in a correct 
manner also in the subsequent searches. Moreover, in various places the 
Israeli troops are not·.' in fact rendering willing assis·~ance to religious 
persons e.&,in the case of the Sisters of Sep1moris and of Capernaum. 

If unfortunate incidents have occurred in various places, it is my con
viction that this was in no ,,,ay due to any supposed hostile attitude on the 
part of the authorities or to any instructions received, but that it wn.s the 
result of bad conduct m the part of inal viduals of dubious responsi bili tt.- . 
Having regard to the good ,-,ill displayed by the Government in appointini;; 
Liaison Officers, we trust that the damage vr:lll be me.de good, anc1 that such 
incidents ,-rill not recur. In all sincerity ·re . .rish to s2y that, n.s a po.rt:r 
directly interested, we could hardly suggest a better means thclil the appoint
ment of Liaison Officers for the settlement of the problems confrontin..:, us and 
for the prevention of future difficulties. 

The occupation by Israeli troops does not constitute any obstacle to 
the free exercise of Catholic Worship in Nazareth and the surrounding nreu. 
Indeed, thanks to the personal interest displeyed by you, facilities have been 
provided for the Christian religious leaders to move about freely even during 
curfew hours. 
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lle also trust tha.t you ,,,ill be good enough to s ee to it tha t the 

Catholic schools in this area are in a position to continue functioning, o.nd 

that they obtain from the Government of Israel assistance in larger neasure 

thon they received from the former Government. 

Similarly ue hope thc.t the restrictions on the freedom of movenent 

throughout this area, to uhich '"e had cause to refer in our previous renorts, 

will be partially lifted as a result of the interest displayed by the Li • son 

Officers, ,,.rho are anxious to visit our institutions and \·rill thus mcl:e i 
possible for us to visit them in their compGny. 

Ho,·,ever, '"e should greatly appreciate it if you would kindly hel:) us to 

obtain a pennanent penni t to visit the follo,•.ring localities for the purpose of 

exercising s1)irl.tual ministry: Nazareth, H~ifa, Acre, Sha.fa 1.Amr, Kfar Canna, 

Tiberias, Capemaum, Tabigha, Reneh, Jaffa of Naza1·eth, Mujoidal Md Sej_;phoris. 

i•Te shall alwoys be very glad to stress ,-.,hat the Lia.i son Officers and 

Authorities are doing on our behalf ( this will be accorded special mention in 

our general and final report) and we are sure that, through collaboration \'Ti th 

your envoys, we shall reach a satisfactory solution of all the difficulties 

arising out of the ,-rar situation. In particular, ue rely upon your cood uill 

touards us and up ,.m your personal understanc1ing of our position and of tho 

moral vclue represented by the Catholic Institutions in this country. 

Yours etc ••..• 

Hgr. Antonio Vergani 

Vicar-General of the Latin 
Patrio.rch for Galilee. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

HadaHah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 

Mizrachl Organization of America 

Poale Zlon-Zeire Zion of America 

Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr.Silver: 

September 22nd, 1948 

OO?JFIDENTIAJ, 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

I received this morning some information, which I am conveying also 
to Mr. Shertok, and which, if true, is rather importent. The 
in:f ormation emanates indirectly from our old "friend", Loy H. in 
the State Department, who seems to be still a porer behind the 
scenes in Middl.e Ea.stern affairs. 

According to the information, large quantities of Australian end 
British surplus arms fell into the hands of Arab burers in the 
Singapore area. The s e arms were subseq·1entl1 smuggled, and maybe 
are still being smuggled, on oil tankers into Saudi Arabia. The 
story goes on that a considerable number of volunteers for the 
Arab war against Israel have been enlisted in southeastern Asia 
end were being formed into three brigades. 

Because of Saudi Arabia's facility to get those smuggled arms end 
also because of the rift between Egypt and the Mufti on the one 
hand and Abdullah with Iraq on the other hand, the center of 
influence of the Arab Le&R:Ue is being shified these days from 
Cairo to Riyadh. 

With best regards, I am 

Eliahu Ben-Ho rin 
EBH1mab 



AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 

41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

From Eliahu Ben-Horin 

MEMORANDUM 

Date September 16, 1948 

l. Here are the dnelopnents in the Ades case, after I spoke to you 
on the phone in the morning. I spoke to Herbert :Bayard Swope and he 
promised to do all he could and more - by himself and through Baruch. 
Akzin spoke to General Adler of the New York Times, who promised to lend 
a helpi11g hand. I told you about my conversation with Monsignor McMahon, 
and I am now enclosing a copy of 'll1Y' letter to him. We are sending out a 
release to~, to the press, built around your wire to Marshall and the 
Jewish editors• telegram to Truman. Stephen Wise will be asked this 
afternoon to cable to Mrs. Roosevelt to Paris. 

2. I read the Sulzberger piece in the i1mes, on which you asked me 
to comment, and I found it to be - if I mq- use Su.lamith Schwartz•s 
characterization of it - •stuff and nonsenee. 1 It is a piece of British 
propaganda, which the New York Times is always glad to dispense. It is 
full of unsubstantiated hints and contradictions. 

Another item on the ex-Italian colonies, which appeared in the 
press yesterd.q, seems to me much more interesting, as it proves again 
how subservient the State Department is to Downing Street. I refer to 
the news that the u. s. A. changed its position and does not any longer 
demand the return of the colonies to Ital ..• 

Best regards. 

Enc. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

MEMORANDUM 

To He::i"cers of Anericnn Zionist Ener ency Council Daee 

Prom Harry L. Shapiro 

Septenber 27 , 1948 

The enclosed :-.1e::iorm d.-..m with attachnent was sent todc.y to the Chai men 
of Local Eoergency Connittees. 

ld 
cncs . 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local lmergency Com~ittees Daee Septeober 27 , 1948 

F rom Harry L. Shapiro 

At tached hereto is the article b:r Eltnh,t Ben- Horin which I rromised to send 
you in my r.1er.10ranC:.u: of Se-pte;:1ber 240 Plea::;e r: 1:e it available to cd::. tors , 
publ ishers and radio cor.unentators as requested. 

Regards . 

HLS: FJ3 
Enc . 



• NOTE: Advance copy of article, 

IF BEBNADOTTE WERE STILL ALIVP. 

by 

Elinhu Ben-Horin 

to appear in forthcoming 
issue of The Hew Palestine. 

The shado1 of the Bernadotte assassination hovers heavily over Palestine. 
In c1istorted fonn and j1ro:portions, it fills ➔ .c., Pa.J.. c1 ts d.c Chaillot in Paris. 
'Ihe wel)- 1110anjng Swf' r ... : .... h :r:.o nJ.em:--n of :renter(l~,./ ha 1 ..,come the great martyr of 
today. His pro:nosal ;; for the scttlern ont of tho PaJ. '. J ~lne conflict, concluded 
on the eit e of h is tracic aYl <l. unt i-, r:l y ceat 'h , 1l'e p! ' ' 1 c-.n. t ed to the Ge:r. ernl 
Ass ernb]y jn 8. halo of sanct i t.y t:r!':d. rnartyrdo:n , As Sl'Lret ar>J Jar shall said in 
ris speech in t .. e Palnis aa Cha.L~ Le t ad·roca :~1.·:..c: t he ri.ccepta'1ce of the Bernadotte 
proposal s : 11 ••• He g ave his l if e to t his r,ffort. 11 

Thun, a ~-ilan for the solution of an ext~"811:eJ.y i nvolved and tragic _problem, 
offer ed 1; y one man -·- no mo!·e tifted allrl i nf;· '.J.J. l e, no less we 'lk a.'11.d erring 
than meny otrier men -- has ·become an alr.1o st s .. u .. :i:-ed l)olit ical testanient. 

The p rop osals o'f t h e l i vine; Count Ber 21a·0tt e c o11 ld hAve been freely dis
cu~sed, h~_1ged, seVJ Tsly cr.1tici :,, zd , acc 1:11 t e ,_l. or r ejected ., The propo rmls of 
tho ass2.: s L1at cd :r3 er.:.::id.o t t e a e _p:·of err1)'.l to t h e world cor-:1:11J "li-cy ~ s a <lict ate 
wh.:.ch mn s l; ·oe accept ec1. in to :. ~, i!1 order to provide An evn:c.11.s ting monu,-a ent to 
t h e Hediator who lost his life in the s ervice of t he world organization 0£ 
nations . 

All this , of cours e , is, at best, illogical sentimentality. 1ahatma. Gandhi , 
as<"assinated, nas as ribht or gs u1ong in hi s iJulit:cal precepts ao Mahatma Gandhi , 
alive . Leon Trotsky~ Abrarwm LincoL , Jeari J r.urcs nnd Folke Bernadotte did not 
bec.o::-,e wis er by beint; an3 e.s::-:.nat e<.i. s A few h;v s l; .~ _•ic al L.oth1 .:~:ls in P[ll er.tine, in 
Inclia , in ~'li.e Pnited ~.t:.flier" or els e,·1l1e:?:'e i..n t he ,1or li:I ~all t ake a v;ay a hnJ'l!an life 
of breat vaJ ue "f) Qt t i, c_; crc ·:1):; chc:1L0 e t he marc L of lu.;; toryu !:or can tL.o abomi
nal'le act of tLe:; Jerr::: ::1 • .!.am !"i..1.r'der e.lter by one iota t l1e actual merits of the 
Bernadotte plan for Falesti!'1 e. 

It is only after 1,e remove the shado,;, of the Bernadotte assassination from 
our thour htf! ard con~·idor he Be:rn·"j.~otte :1J.an as if the late Mediator rrere 
still alive -- as we all s i nc cre_.y Jish he were - - that vre shall be able to 
judge his p r o2.)osals en their Ii1e:ri ts. 

The m<;>st strikin~ feature of t he Be:~nadotte pla~: in my judgment, is the 
absence of ally centr,:1.l idea 6u.iding its anthor., Cou1!iJ :B er:iadotte offers us a 
compromise. That much is clear . Ent r1hat wr·n 1;he rr a..; I! motive behind the framing 
of ,,. colilln·omi~f.;? Did Bernaj.c tte rimself bel · e ·.r , thir~ his . c'i p ro'T')()sals y•ere 
lik0:,.y t c trir.g about peace :-1..'Y\.d arr1 t ·~y 'be~110en t e Jc·:·r. a"1.d. :;, e .A; -3-..3 ; s +,11re 
t h o p ea c ~_'~,.l .x_i_ t~te!lce of a ·ia1:)le stat e of !5:' , lt'l; a:d co:1 : r i.bv.t 1' to ~-,u~)5.lity 
ana. r, rog:r-0J s in the Mi ddl e Eu.st? 01· did h e , r-, ,;,, :J ::>u.t ·t· 1:li e~ _ :J.6 tb ::~"li hi!r1: ..,,J.f , 
sim1).i.y ua .'.1t to put an end to a Don 'ui::otic mi a \;, ::.on which o·oviously defied all 
efforts at mediation a.~d settleme!lt? 
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Count Bernadotte• s first co-ricJ usj_on, nrmcly that peace must 1·et 1rn to 
Palestine a..-rid that in general, peace is better thn.Tl ,:ar 9 wjll, of cour:,e 0 be 
v.holel1ea:-tedly accepted by peace-loving peo:ile evcry,.:here. lo"evcr, .Jen. 
one goes.beyond this _latitnde, o!1e loo1-:s i.n vain for a r·?r~~'b e 1?"--n. \11:ic~ 
has better cr.anc es of peoceful im:_1lementation tl an the original Jn1tcd 1\atlf"!1S 
decision. 

The l)arties to the co:1f1ict TTill gladly ace er t those I ro~"o s·-ils '1hich 
suit their res1)ective pur-.._)oscs, as i::'1.deed tl ey have c:.lrl-ady done.) 

The Arabs, rej ectin:; the ~1la-ri , ns a :vholP-, have graciously consented to 
ace ept the r ccornne:ida-:.ion enta'iJl i shing the rit_)1t of rc11atri.[1 ~ion for Arnb 
refugees, and also the rocommendaj~ion O!l tl10 special st~.tu~ of Jerueoalem 
( which "translated into Arq,bic" merins thP.t t.T rr,•r a:Lem sh<,uld be e:-:cl 1.decl from 
the area of I s:::.·ael) . Israel has welco:ned Count :Bern(~aotte1 s confirhll:\t~on of 
the reality of Israel's independent existence, n11t tliat this very strildng 
aspect of i.r.iadle En.stern life nctnally needed nclr lt~.on:il conflrmation. Israel 
has, howeveri questio!led t he :r~.an• s ter1•i toriol sugsestions with r e6ard to the 
Uegev a"1d Jerusalem. 

Mr . Ernest Bcvi!l, on the ot 1er hcnd1 an:1011nced in rarlironent that Brl tain 
"supports the Bernadotte ~1lan in it~ entiret.,r11 ( r;rhP.t he un<.louutedly liked most 
was the cutting off from IsraeJ. of t he onttre lJegev) but, at the same time, 
ma..11aged so to read the plan as to con.clud.e that 11 i t doe not involve the recog
nition of Israel. o •" 

In other rrord~,. we are now cx~ctly ,-here rre have been all tl e timeQ The 
Arab League, faithful to its best t:.·Rditio:i:1s, las U".l.conditioYJalJ.y rejP.cted tl e 
Bernadotte p roposals. Isrnel is v1illing to sit donn and to.11~ peace. Grea.t 
Britain wo1 ld cerefully remove the s11 gar-coating anJ. r:crve u3 t: e bitter pill . 
The United States of America, or at least Scc~.' e.tary Me.1·shall, is rendy to 
utilize the po~.itical testrunent of the 1.1art ·red bernadotte as an avenue of 
escape from the conflict over Fa:1.es'~ine which bas er.obi ttered Americen political 
life for years. 

The fact of the matter is that ?-n the Palestine coY.:.t:·ovcrs;r, ·,h ich has now 
grown into a matter of world-wide dimensions, t here is only one !)arty for whom . 
this is a question of life a!1d de<C th. Th;i.t ~cnse of u:cee:nc? v;as probably the 
strongest vsychological factor behind Isr ·1.el 1 s Yic~ories in tl e A.rAb-c.TE- ·.1ish , are 
It is the moet potent element i!l I s:cc:el I s nr,1> oach to t:Le Be:.t:-naaotte pla-ri, as \7ell . 

For Inrael nnd. Zi0nism , there alwa;rs has been and there still is an irreduc
ible minimum beyond which they cruE1ot co: the com:,lete sovereignty and vi bility 
of the State of Israel . This is the c~itcr icn by ,.,hich I . rael vi~., take its 
sta.."1d on the Bernadotte prop ocals. The late .'eLUator' s plan o.i:ferc recoc;nition 
of I srael 1 s sovereienty but he undermi.nes the vi bili ty of the Jeryish State. For 
Israel '."'ithout the Uegev is a state in a strnit jack ete There 'Hi l l be no room 
for immigration and colonization., It uou1 d be 'l death ~rnnt rmce to· all t i e hopes 
of the Jewish DP 1 s in 1'uror e Pnd of the million J e .-;s i.n Arab 1 ands. Io roverrunent 
in Israel that acce-ptell such a settlement woulcl remain in office for v, fortnight., 

There was constructive _1 01:i.ti~al thought bP-h .• nd the GlrnCOP p,qrtition pro
posal adopted last lT0vc:iblJr by the General Asse 1bl "• It \la!°: intended to solve 
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the Palestine question a'1d1 ith it• the problem of Jewish homeless:1ess in the 

norld. The negcv was the m1.i!'.l in~redient in the .solution, since it was to !1ro

vide the space for ne1 agricultural settlement a...r1d develo1)ment. Take the l!egev 

away and the solution is gone. 

The Count' s proposal for the dispos::. tion of the l egev is the clearest 

example of the ~bsnn~o of a."ly central idea. guiuing him in the formulation of 

his plan. Uo e:~lanation is given for taking the l:ee;ev from I sracl end bestovr

ing it u:9on the Arabs., TherP- can, indeed, be n~ exp:i.c:natior:. Ktng Abdullah 

do3s not 1 ow ·.7h8t to a.o vith tre vastly u.nrerpopnlated 35,C00 s1uare miles of 

Trn..Y't sj ord~nia1 s pres 1r..t a.r c, o Count :Berr...ado t to cou J d not e1aim that Ki 'lg 

A.bJ:llllc-ih ::, eeclc.d more i1leben·,raum 11 , Nor coulo. he cl=-.J.m tha~ the .Arabs vmuld 
aevelop the n.escrt la.i-id of the 1;e:~ev into a p·,:-oauct 1 ve ag:ricul tu.rel a.r~Zt. 9 a.s 

the Jens intend to do. The real ::ioti ve behind this proposal could obviously 

not be mentioned: it v ould provide rnili tary bF1ses for tl e British, close to the 

Suez Ca~al, unier Ab ullah.ts nomin~l ~rotectioP. 

Iflrael ma.y be wD.li!1g to bar<;ain on the other 1'.)l'opo~als of Count Bernadotte: 
the st'- b.1s of Jcru('!alrm, tJ.10 fred po~t i.:1 Hai-'.:a, tha inte.;:-:w,tionali:i::at.ion of the 

Lydc:1.a ai·r.-;ort, l)ut not on the Heg0v. Some pE.C.i• le, efpecia.JJ.y our good old 

friendss t;r. E""'11est J3bvin and Sir .l\lex&i.cl.er Co.,1ogan, have ~4eized upon the 

Be:"nadotte ass·tss:ina.tion as a Go<i--t;iven o:r)i')or:.1'nity to sta: 1p ede Isrnel~ on the 

one hnna, end the United Uations, on the otl-.:.e:-:-, into u..v1con ,1itional acccptrmce 

of the Be:r!1adot t e :rl~1., Un:•'ortu.r. .... i ely, the U·1i t8d Stat es c1~1eration to the 

General ~i\~senbl~r seems to h~ve fallen into this tra1) Fort1L~ately, the Israeli 

Gove:."'nment has kept a cool head. 

The assassinati0n of Cou!lt B8rnadotte - - let us recapitulate - - is a 
terrible crime, for ~hich nJbody b~t the assa sins are responsible , An for the 

Be1·naJotte proi-)osals,. ,.,e mu,.t n.iscuss them , analyze ·Lhem, uccept or reject ti1em, 

as if Bernadotte ,,,ere still aliye11 Or in the words of Dr. Fra'11{ J~ingd.on' s 

colwm in the liJ'E:wE:r::L._.~~: 11 It is up to the u . . u. to sho,..,, that the assassin ' s 
bullets did not mi1rde:..· justice" • 

9 /27 /48 



• AMl!AJCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date October 14th, 1948 

Eliahu Ben-Hor.in 

I am enclosing for your information a copy of a 
letter I received from Rabbi Jacob Herzog, Director 
of the Department of Christian Communities, in the 
inistry of Religion in Tel Aviv, as ell as a copy 

of my reply. 

Kindest regards end "Gmar Khatime. Tova". 

EBH:MB 
Enc. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER6ENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

SPECIAL DELIVERY AIR?-1AIL 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Prom Eliahu Ben-Horin 

MEMORANDUM 

DalfJ October 28. 1948 

As agreed over the telephone. I enclose a copy of Monsignor McMahon's 
letter and the draft of my reply. I shall wait to hear from you tomorrow 
morning. 

EBH:DG 
Enc. 

Best regards. 
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• AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date October 29, 1948 

Eliahu Ben-Horin 

I enclose a copy of my letter to .. alter Eytan, of 
the Ministry of Foreign Aff eirs i n Tel Aviv on the 
• c 1ehon matter. 

I e.m also enclosing a copy of my reply to onsignor 
Me! ehon in its final form. 

Best regards. 

EBHt IB 
Enc . 
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• " AMERICAM ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver Date I ovember 8, 1948 

Eliahu Ben-Horin 

As I told you over the telephone last 1eek, I was invited by Cardinal 
pellman to have lunch with him today. I n addition to the Cardinal, 

~ ionsignor cl ahon, Bishop Arnold, Chief of the .ilita.ry Chaplains, with the 
rank of Brigadier-General, ;onsignor Kallenberg, Chancellor of the Diocese 
of ew York and :onsi or : urphy, personal secretary of the C"rdinel, 
attended the luncheon. Ho raver, the latter t hree did not oarticipate in 
the conversation - a very lively one - w' ch went on for bout l½ hours 
between Cordinal Spellman t1nd :onsi nor Jc. :ahon, on one hand, and myself 
on the other. 

First of aJ.l, one _ eneral remark: the Cardinal was not only extre:nely 
polite and obli ne but also friendly throughout our conversation. He 
st arted the convers t _on by asking me whether I thou t that the merican 
government w 11 no be more favorable to Israel. To t his, I answered t hat 
as Truman is now resident in his own ri t, and as he has been f avorable 
to Israel all along, whereas the State Department followed the British policy, 
it is to be hoped that resident ~rumen will now be in a stronger positi on 
t o influence the PaJ.estine policy of the United States governi1ent. Cardin 
pelloan did not react to this except to she.ke his head affirmatively. 

The first hour or sc· was exclusively devoted to the question of the 
atholic churches ond desecration of holy places. The Cardinal opened the 

convers~t • on by sa they are very much or • ed, d that they continue to 
r eceive reports and letters fron srael that desecration of their places of 
worship is taking place; and th t the Israeli government is leasing or con
fiscating Catholic institutions for their ovm purposes. They received the 
most recent communication to this effect this morning. He added that if he 
were to publish these letters and reports which they have received, as they 
are, this, in itself', would have a very intlam1 atory effect on public opinion 
in the United States. However, he was not oing to do this end he was now 
sending Monsignor cliebon to Israel so that he can get a CO!'lplete picture of 
~he situation. He as nevertheles asking me ho I would explain these cir
cumstances. 

I commenced by asking the Cardinal rhether the report of desecr :ti ons 
relate to the early days of the Arab-Jewish war or to recent developments. 
"lhile asking this, I emphasized that in those early days, the Arab legion, 
under the direction of Christian officers, was shelling and destroying Je~ish 
synagogues, end th t while I did not want to condone eJlY of the regrettable 
acts , hich mi t h :ve taken place e:t the ti e, one should keep in mind the 
provocation under which some irresvonsible elements might have acted. 
Furthennore, es \' e know from officiel statements by the Israeli government, 
-those res ons ble for acts of desecration were severely punished. However, 
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should the ners auoted by the Cardinal refer to recent developments. then I 
do not know v.·hat to say. All I can say is that the Israeli govermne:rrt has 
displayed a desire to provide full nrotection for the various Christian com 
munities. I recalled to the Cardinal st tements by Catholic dignitaries 
testifying to a fine modus vivendi established bet een them and the Israeli 
c..uthoritias. The Cardinal asked me for specific reference in this respect 
end I provided him l,i th same. 

s to the reports about the Israeli government taking over Catholic 
institutions . I said th t I did not knot •anything about it, but I recalled to 
:ensign.or :c lahon -the report which he conveyed to me at the time about the 

Israeli government supposedly intending to impose taxation on churches; end 
thc.t after the necesr:e.ry inquiries were made. this report \,as found to be 
baseless. I concluded by remindin fonsignor · ,-Ci:ahon that \.hen I discussed 
matters 11 ith him a couple of months ago , innediately after the subr::iission of 
their memorandum to the United ~ations . I suggested that Ce.rdina.l Spellman send 
a mission of his own to Israel to investigate the situation with regard to 
the holy places and the freedom of the Catholic communities. I edded that I welcome strongly. and I feel that the Israeli government woul d welcome. · 
Lonsignor l~iahon ' s mission to sre.el. and that his report will give the 
C dinal u first-hand picture about the stat e of aff rs. 

The Cardine.l asked me then what ,·.ras the official position of the Israeli 
government on this question, end I gave him a suitable reply hich he accepted 
~ • th satisf e.ction. 

Cardinal pellman then asked for my personal , off-the-record, opinion 
about the recent encyclical of the Po e on the question of alestine. oting 
the Cardinal's v1ords that it was a "personaJ." and "off-the-record" opinion~ 
I said that I prefer His Holiness' statement on Palestine made to a deleg tion of the rab gher Committee in 1946. I said th t whereas that statement was 
m de in the spirit of impartiality and fairness to Jewish aspir\;;.tions in 

le~tine. the encyclical 1as re.ther unfriendly and never even mentioned the 
Jewish people by name. To this. the Ce.rdinaJ. answered th t as he understands 
it, it was because of the delicate situation that the Pope did not mention the 
Jews; if he were to mention them, he ould have had to mention them unfavorably 
in connection with the desecration of holy places. But. he added, I did not 
answer his auestion with regard to His Holiness' statement on the internationalimtion of Jerusalem. 

I then analyzed, e.t some len h, the developments with regard to the status 
of Jerusalem. I recalled that when the United Nations passed its decision on 
alestine, the Jews accepted that decision, including internationalization of 

J"erusalem; that it was .. ernadotte rho su ae ted tho.t Jeruselem be handed over to 
King Abdullah. I ent on to say that events have shown the complete indifference of the entire Christian world to the fate of JerusaJ.em and that the preservation of Jerusalem fell entirely on the slim shoulders of the Jewish community. I 
further ex:plS.::.ned the evolution in thinking and the necessity for Isr el to 



secure the life of the sizee.ble Jewish commwiity in Jeruselem, and I con
cluded by sayin0 that even now, Israel is willing to accept the interna
t ~onalizat_on of the holy places, including the Old City of JerusaJ.em but that 
the e City is to be incorporated into the State of I re.el to ensure proper 
communiceti ons bet 1een Jerus alem end the hinterland. r:1 th t s reservation, 
I can express no objection to the pos tion taken by ~ is Holiness in the en
cyclical.. On the whole, Cardinal Spellmen and his associates accepted this 
e:x:planation favorably, with • onsignor cl 'ahon emphas:tzing that the Holy See 
·as eaually opposed to the Bernadotte plan for JerusaJ.em as it would be to any 
suggestion which ould hand over the holy places into Jewish control. I 
remarked that the Jewish people do not ·,ant to assume cont rol over the holy 
places. 

Then the questi on of the refugees as raised. :.onsi or &.ahon first 
spoke about the t ransfer idea which I promul ated in my book end also in my 
letter to the New York Times. He presented it in such a we.y a s if I were 
against the existence of any Christian comrrnmity in Palestine. I answered t h t 
he was reading into my sug osti ons something t hat wasn't there and that I never 
advocat ed segreg t : on along religious or r acia1 lines, end that the transfer 
plan was based on political, economic, and social conslderet i ons rather than 
on r eligious ones. 

The Cardinal took over at this po nt by shift ing the conversat : on to the 
quest i on of the Arab refugees, emphasizing how important it was on hµrnanitartan 

ounds to r1. ve them help and that in his judgment, it would be ri t end 
politic on the part of the Jes top rtici pate in this effort. 

·onsignor ·c1..iahon assured hi m th t he found me very cooperati ve in this 
respect and that I, too, felt that American Jewry should participate ·n this 
relief pro . ram. 

I then asked for the Cardina1 1 s permission to reiterate the stand I have 
taken on this matter in my conversation last week with 'onsignor cLlahon, 
e phasizin the personal character of the viev s expressed and referring to my 
oersonal lettor to onsi or cBahon on this subject on the political aspects 
of the problem, wh:i.ch I knew the Cardinal had reo4;( at this juncture, the 
Cardinal interrupted me with a smile, say: ng that I expressed my mind very 
stron ly). I snid that I had discussed t his matter ith Dr. Silver and as 
;lad to find that Dr. Si lver felt the same way about it. Ho,· ever, as , ·onsignor 
.c; .ehon as ri tly emphasizing, n v ew of the apolitical ch racter of the 
agencies participating in the relief roup, it ould not be so ea.sy to f .'.nd 
a Jewish agency w. ch could associate itself i n this drive. The J. D. C. does 
not operate in the iddle East. On the other hand, all the Jewish orge.nizat ons 
hich do operat e in the .iddle East are naturally connected i th alestine end 

Zionism. Had.ass !h, for instance, can be regarded as a purely hum&li tarian 
organization ha.ndlin medical institutions, but it cannot be denied that 



Hadassah is part and oarcel of the Zionist movement . I went on to say that 
if e speak only of a esture on the nart of Americen Jewry, this can be 
achieved by the z. o. A. or other Zi onist groups ma.king a contribution to 
the relief rogram, but, as I understand it, what is needed is more or anic 
Je.ish participatlon in the relief pro ram. After I submit a full report 
of our conversation to Dr. Silver, I hope th t a way may be found to solve 
t s problem, maybe by inducing the J. D. C. to associate itself with the 
relief Jroup, or maybe the American Jewish Com ittee or the American Je~~sh 
Congress could provide the roper representation of American Jewry in this 
effort. The Ca.rdina1 reacted favorc bly to the idea. of the erican Jewish 
Committee. 

In an earlier phase of the conversation, •1hen Cardinal Spellman spoke 
about the recent statement of the Pope, I asked him hether he would consider 
it desirable if I stop over in Rome, either on my \•ray to Israel or on my 
:ay back. in order to clarify the situation on aJ.l the matters of desecration, 
etc. 'l'o this, the Cardinal answered that it mi ht be desirable for me to 
ao to the Vatican on the way back from Israel, when I will be armed with first
hand i11formation, but thE.t .onsi nor l c ·'ahon ond I ould be able to decide 
on this matter when we are together in Israel. Should I return from Israel 
before {onsignor • cl 'ahon, then the onsignor would oe able to arrange for my 
visit to the Vatican. 

have tried to make my report about this co . erence with Cardinal 
Spellman as comprehensive as possible , both because of the im ortance of the 
subjects discucsed d becaus e it as our first direct con-tact with Cardin 
Spellman. 

Be st regards. 

J:1J H:UB 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date November 10, 1948 

Eliahu Ben-Horin 

As I told you over the telephone, I phoned Mr. 
Shertok in Paris this mornine, reported to him the 
developments with regard to the Arab refugee problem, 
and conveyed the suggestions for Jewish participation 
in the relief group as formulated in our conversation 
yest er~. 

Mr. Shertok agreed with the two suggestions, 
namely: 

a) that it would be desirable for American Jewry to 
be represented on the relief group, emphasizing 
that it should bear a purely humanitarian character; 
and he strongly endorsed your choice of the B1nai 
B1rith as the boey to appear on our behalf in this 
matter. 

b) that it would be politic and right for us to make a 
gesture in the form of a contribution, when the 
appeal is made. I mentioned the ZOA as the possible 
contributor, but the question of what Zionist body 
would make the contribution was left open. If you 
wish, I can take up this matter with Mr. Shertok 
when I see him next week, a.lthou.gh I personally 
think that this can be decided here on the spot. 

Best regards. 

EBH:MB 



D r ber , Mov b r 30, 1948 

, I am till in Rome, lthough, ccord1 ch dule, I hould V be n in I r 1 inc 1 t rd~. Th -C rrtb line to b 1rr gul r-. not by • Ho ver, le vin toni ht. thr day of bor do l ost ov r. 

on, ·ho rriv d 1n y uh d of bed on m ho pit lit7 o ll xp c tion. On Sundc..7, h p nt 1th ov~r ix hours, oh08iDB • Ro■ - 1nclu 1ng th V t1can, 1ch 1. dos d to visitor on nday. he 11v ~n r tu id her for six y ars, I could not h~v b tter guide. H. th n nt rt ind to lunch t the pl c h t , hich wus tt n d by noth r on~ignor (th pr id nt of th V t1c-n' Court) nd t o prie t . d v ry pl nt n fr1 ndly few hour to th r. 

c hon r c iv d by th Pop, ho - to 1n hi on ord - v ry uch int pprov1 of c on'a ■1 ion. He th d to lo t lk 1th t e Pop's id l at %p n, Cr 1 l Tys ran (I n t ~ur of th p llinc). Inf ct, S xi ebould I v co day rli r, c hon •ould h v brou ht e th r 1th th r ilwl, ho l ft th city y t rd6.J. c hon 1 st.yins on re until the nd ot th • 
I t th lo 1 Ir 11 Con ul, ho dvis d of ■y rriv l by h rtok, and I goi no to vi it our vi t1on Schools bout 40 boys 

• 



P~ris, Nov b r l, 1 4' 

D ca.r H~rry: 

This beill8 y ir.t 1 tter fro Pd.ri, I 11 t1y , in d ition 
to th r port on my doin s , to conv y to you some i re 0 sion I ain d. 
But l t•~ fir t gt ov r it t sin~" p~rt f th~ tter. 
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their Dep rta Dt i Do OD hie y to South, ric~ to erv ~ speci l ttacbe for th .e tter t the Isr eli L g·tion in Uru y, if I~ not mi.taken. He• instructed by the■ to be in direct touch 1th u nd to coop rate ith u. Th ini ter ~nd First Secret ry r no here on their way to Urugu·y {if it is Uru uuy), and Sa soon s goat d th t thy arrang ■e~ting bet een ■ d the■, o th t t lk over tters. By th way, Sul 1th, did you no th t th t .t, very l mor~ndwa on the Chrit1 n in titut on i th ri Syr in? Sh 1 no te por rilly tt ch d to the Gov for in o 
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u.ris, ov mb r 20, l 8 
D ""r Ab 1 

I kno fr the pres th t H rry 1 lre dy on hi n w Job. Pl • e 
tran.mit to him y congr tul tions. I know that he is f cing , diff icult 

si nm nt, but no in h1n biliti 8 I am ure he 111 lick it. congr -
tul tion 6Uld be t i s he l . o to you in your ne role of Executive Dir ctor 
of the Council. 

J .. , G. rriv d the day b for y atard y. I had br f , t 1th 
him y t rd y orning nd t l in the vening. you rob bly o, 
he had to in 1st quite bit befor he wa 1nvit d her. The in offici~l 
re son for hi being here 1c the que tion of th r b r fuge , to hich 
h d voted great d l of ttention. Some ti■e go, he ent to bin ton 
a comprehen ive ■eaorandua od the question, hich s r c~ived there very 
ell, nd hich •~de of J · the chu pion of r b welf re - very 

un xpected develop■ent in th eyes of bi colle gu e nd sup riors, ~•tx 
hich ho ever contribut • to th improvement of J~me' t nding 1th the 

Dept. It 1 needles toe y that he heard with grat1f1cut1on the ne I 
g v hia bout the forthco■in ssoci tion of the Mn 1 Brith 1th the 

r b r fuge ppe l. (By the way, did it at rialize in the me · ntiae? I 
ould ver'f much lik to kno th d v lop■ent in this re~ ct ince my 

d parture). 

·So, h n J me r ceiv d by the Seer t ry y c-t rd y morning, 
th ir t quarter of an hour• d vot d to the que~tion of th refuges. 
~ut bout 45 ainute ■or re t n up by th politic l is uee. J me 
told• ins e det 11 wh th h· d to s y ~ th Seer try, rea rkiDB th· t 
th l tter as v ry ood li.te er. D he told hi■ plenv• the feta of 
life in generQl, nd rticul rl7 bout th f tal British mi t a in 
Pl tin, ~evin' h tred tor th Pre i nt nd for th Je , th c rdin 1 
Briti h mi t of buildin on r b loy lty nd tr th ( hich ar both 
non- xi t nt), the r l tiv trength of th Je nd th r be (quoting fro 
hi ilit ry tt che), bout th v · nd hy it 1 imp r tiv for u to 
h· ve it, etc. To 11 tbia th Sert ry 11 t n d 1th gre t rt ttention d 
int r t, nd amsxx, J e re■ rked to me, he i not th ind ot 
guy who p nda full hour for n int rview unle he i inter ted. This 
t lk • undoubtedly import nt both on it • rit nd p ci lly in view 
of the f rthco ing con ult tion of th S cret ry in I h1n ton. 

J e, too, re tly 1 tr sted in my r port c...bout th C tholic 
ot1ation. H 1. loo ing fo rd to seein le hon botl here nd in 

Tel vi. Sh rtok ill h v lunch 1th c hon nd • 

ot off r 1 i -d u~t xpl tioD for th invit tion 
h e , I not r sin hi for on s , " .. :tmo ph re her nd 
th limit d tie do not ncour e lo lk■ • J • put 11, h wo.nts 
to p nd bi ti■ h re noi 1th 1 nd■ but 1th tho who n d conviction 
nd pr u ion - hich 1 bl. I told bi■ bout th v riou 
1 ion 1 h v , ddiD ho v r th t my rill r, a 1-..--~-t to b t 

hi dip l. ccordin ly, I• t d to know h th r he oul lik ■ to 
• it for hi hr d ob to Ir l on th .... v pl , or go io Ir 1, 
tt nd ther to oth.r na nt nd • it for hi r turn. H id 

th th int nd d to t y bout t D d e, but he b Jut rrived, nd 



. - . "' - - 2 -

hy on't l wit f d ys. So, I w itill&• Inf ct, I old h v to• it 
for c hon, ho · ccordi to your c bl riv .. h re on i y . 

Th Ir 11 reply to the U.I. w cl v r d, for th tim bin t 
1 st, s ved us from v ry : k rd itu tio. Ros of th eric n deleg tion 
told ye . terd yon oft Ir 11 deleg tion th t thy int nd d y t rd y to 
sp • in the Politic· l Co· 1tt e in f · vor of Ir l' dm1an1on into t e 
UN, but then thy got cold f et f ~r1n that Ir l y ~ nd 1, y tr y, 

tr i ht n tive r ply nd thu h rdly liv up to th qulific tion of 
•pe ceful n tion" orthy of dmi . ion into th UR. Ho ever no, h cont1 u 

• ft r th1 exc 11 nt r ply, th US d l tion 1 oin tom tli pe c 
on onday, ~ing for Ir ·1• dmission. I sell it to you fr w t I bought 
it . 1 tr. 1c- the tuq ~· old to m ) st ni ht by Gid on p 1 { f r) . 

, f r ·.. I 
ion of tho U, 

{b)No ch~n&e in th 
tioll.-Of , th truce 
rmi.tic . 

I 

can figure out th 0 progr • of th 
thy ~nt to chiev h re(,) 1 

t .. ctu· l 111 t ry t :..... tu.. quo in F l 
d truce ob rv rs nui . ce, to be 

Ir, 11 Govt 
. ion int th 
tines (c)Th eli 
ubstitut d y n 

incer ly• 

{ l??r 
. o . I m r-end1ng c py to HS ir Cl v l • 

I 

I 
I 

I 

JI 

I 

I 

in -
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) D r bea ov llb 24, l 4 
I jut r turned fro lunch with Sherto and onni 

I 

hich 1 ted fort o hours. _ c }on Arrived yet rd y, phoned tho~ y, and th to of us L d dinn r l st night and a very l.6118 and fri ndly ikm ~ti t·ll:. H h de one chclJl&e in his plans, naaely to'!fft r Rome trui ht to Ira l, nd not, 4 he pl nn d before, fir,t to gypt -nd Lebanon, nd then to I rael. Thi 1• all to th b tter1 ~ot nly b c use I be in Israel dur1118 his sty th re, but lso b cu hi~ first-h~nd no l dge of the f ct 111 com in h dy wh n he 11e . t" the pro- ,,r b cl rgym n in gy t, Lb on nd the oth r Arb l de. Shertok flt th 
swne •~y bout it. 

me/ 
c uhon ve.l\th C· din l' L reg rd, told me o Conf renc f B"d s iri hin ton prior to his dep rtur t hich he m~d pecial point f pr 1 1118 our mutual rel tion hip - with Cardin..! pell■ n noddi • in ent - nd tod y b w s o t ppr ci tiv of th op ortunity to h v h d 10118, ple s nt dint r .ti t lk ith Sherto. By h ay, during y t ll: ith vhertok, lust e k, I s ed wh ther the I r u 11 Govt ·ould want me to top in the V tic on ay · y back, if Mc hon ould be illing to rrange forte n c ury ppoint ents th re. Shertok was rath r doubtful hether thi would b dvis ble, bec· u"e, a h xplained, mission of the Isr 11 ini try of aeligiona ~pent · couple of ell in V•ticun, veral eek go, h d m·ny talks 1th l Adil18 r.1~$ 

p opl there - though not 1th the Pope his lf - nd th tit~ impression of thut del gation that the Vatic ould elco now not Vi it from Israel.., ctu l de d in I,ra l which ould live up to their exp ct tions. Ho ever, Sh rto dded, hen th time co to d cide on thi m tt r, .h 11 di~cup~ it in Tel Viv. TodQy, on,ignor Mc ahon r 1.ed on his own initi tive - duri.O, our lunch with Sh rtok - the qu stion of my stopping in Rome on ay ay back fro Isr el for _n interview 1th the Pope, hich he fe l sure th~t he ould be uble to · rr 118. It i ne dles. to oy th t, on thi oca ion, Shertok expres ed his holehe rted ap roval to th d ir bility of such ltD int rview. ccord1118ly, its ea likely t the oment, th ton 11,1 w y buck I h 11 
pend a couple of d y in Rome. 

It "e 11. th t I h llb a Qy fro11 ew fork lo11&er th n i thought 
ori in lly. lly waitiD& fir t for J rriv l d l ter for hon c used alr dy prolo11& tion of ay t yin Paris fron 3-4 d y· o 2 eeka. Ro■e ■ay l o tllke fe day on 11,1 return trip. I hall ,be l YiJIC P ria for Ir el thi Saturday, •ov. 23rd, and I sh l arriv 

1
1th re o~ th 25th. Jaa re ain here for th tim beinc - D&&Bed he is""" in fforts to tr ighten out th itu tion. B for le vine, I h 11 h Ye on 1011& t lk with hi, nd if om thiD& of sp cial inter t e rge, 

I h l! not f 11 to inform you. 
The invitation to lllx B1 nu1 Br1t9 to ~oin the coanittee for ab r 11 f h not been extend d yet. It se ■ t- t ■c hon ■1 under tood ■e, h n I poke to hi■ l tin e JOrk ov r the phone. However, he is c bling or r1t1ng today to K fork, ki~ th t th 1DY1t tion be edi tely nt to th B•n 1 Brith in hington. yoU knO• fro■ my 

/ 



pr vious lett r, Shertok nt the c ble ~~nted him to send to Frank 
Goldman. Dr. SilYer, on hi p rt, wrot letter to Golda•n before I 
l ft the St te. So, ev rything hould be arr ng d oothly. Still, I 
think it uld be dvi bl for Jou to cont ct lr Dk Goldaan or urice 
Bisgy rand make ure of their acceptance f the invit tion &.nd of their 
ke ping us u courant of ll the developments. If you in turn ould 
inform ■e of thee developments, it uld be helpful. By the end of net 

e ,k, I h 11 be eeing le hon in Tel viv, and I ould 11 e to no by 
then the tate of aff' ir ·1th regard to the Arb refuge relief. 

Plese tell Sula.aith that hen I received, ye terd~y her letter 
nclo 111£ th clip ing from the Regi~te~ ray re ction w s th~t in light 

of c ahon's trip to Israel nd his forthcoming report, hich is bound to 
up rce~d nd outweigh · 11 the revious t te■ents - ~t le· st in 

it influence on the Cutholic pre in the USA - it 1, not ort hil 
tor· is any qu stiont no 1th r gar to any unf~vor ble item hich 
m~y p e~r in Catholic publications. When I h ve hown the clipping to 
le =hon, l t night, hir reaction w ~ exc tly the s e. In f ~ct, h 
Suid it in ~o many word. Of cour e, e cannot y ht will be c hon' 0 

Report. It will depend on the ctual f cts of the ituation, u , well 
on the rec ption, guidanc and interpret&.tion hich 111 be ccord d 
to hi■• But of one thing I h· ve DO doubt, and th tis of the imp ct hich 
th r port of Spelaan' ■IUl il~ h Ye on Catholic opinion in the United 
State~ and not only in th Unit d State. 

s Schul~on ke ps you fully . informed of U.I. d velopm nt, I on't 
h veto rite you b~bt. Eblill deliver d y t rd y n xcellent 

pe ch. The only criticis one can off r I t he exces ive leia«th of the 
I 

pe ch. s ■any good orator, Eban see■ to dmire 11 tening to him elf 
nd he get carried uw y by his eloquence, but hi t teaent us · whole 

was xtreaely good both in content nd delivery. If hat Eb told e ~nd 
Ch rles r hy thi orning is true, it see■ pretty cert~in tht t the 
Security Council my vot favorublY. on Isr el' da1 s1on into the U .. 
ccording to hi■, ix vot in fa~r re in th ba&J if I • not mi t en 

he counted th follo ing ixs US, Rus eia, Ukraine, Colu.abiu, rg ntina 
nd u tr 11 (or 1 it C n d th t 1 m ■b r?). The . eventh vote 

re uir d they expect fro France. 

The nUllb r f people fro■ P~le tine one• t in the b~ll and 
corridor of P~luis d Ch illot m kee one wonder heth r th re r till 
so■e J e left in Ir· el. One P leetiniun Journ· l1st counted ye terd y 
'Ml:at in the conference roo■ ·itself ha osnat C 23 people of the Ir eli 
del aation nd it honored gue~ts. He id th the .ent dispatch to 
hi paper in Tel- .viv bout th t (no other del g tion he or th n 
5-6 people, gue ts included), dding th the s J es coming into the 
prea g 11 ry -.ad itting ther, ADd if thi •p aat" J e it bould 
da■n ell ~u1t the various gentlemen from Tel ~v1v amd their• trona. 
Thef~ 1 , oaething to th t. 

"'1~- My v ry beat to you and all friend nd coll ~guea. 

~( tz,ti' • Sincerely,{£·~ 

I 

P.S. Tell I re 11 I w D111111, who 1 
Be et bx J · and w Y rJ plead. 

ch duled to le e tomorro. 
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November 26, 1948 

De<.-1.r Dr. Silver: 

You AilO of my doings in P~ris from the copi s of my 
letterf; to the office, r:hich I regulc.Xly send you to Cl velc .... n 
Since my l&.st letter to Abe Tuvim, there is little I hcive to 
a.dd - excent that I had tect yesterdci.y with GoldCA Mayerf;on 

1ho was 'Orried (.4bout Montor, vl ho in her judgment is ~lmost 
irreplaceable. She said. thci.t c:,i,Ccording· to her understc.1.nding 
b. compromise ugre ~ment has been rect.ched a.nd Montor came bo.ck 
to the UPA-UJ. Whether it is so or not, I don't know, but 
you surely do. 

McMi.:.1.hon left alrec;1.dy for Rome; I um lecAVi tomorrow 
morning; a.nd Ju.mes, who in the mea.ntime C-4,rru.nged to be 
requested by his ~uperiors to st~y on until the end of the 
session, will be ba.ck in Isr~el by the middle of December. 

Ho v r, t e m~in purpose oft isl tter is to get 
your ~pproval and blessings for .h~t m~y turn out to be 
a new chd.pter in my life '-1.nd activities. You v1 ill recall 
our conv rs~ tion on the eve of your la.st tri-o to I.sr~ ... el 
and my request to you to keep in mind my desir for un early 
return to Palestine. I, on my part, grutefully r member 
your understanding for my request. lt "eems now th"""t there 
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if" an u.t tri..i.ctj_vc p - ..ing for me, , ·hich re Rents the 

elem , 1tr- of cho.llenge und ScJ.tisfc.1.ction - without 1hich, 

I believe, no success Cun be ~tt~ined in th type of 
work hich I am Cc.tPt-"ble of doing. 

Here is the story. In P~lais d Chaillot, I run 
~er ~s Dr. Azriel K-rleba.ch, v~om you know. He told me 
tha.t the 'Norld Le· gue of Je ish Journct.licts, a.nd pl,A,rticu

larly its Israeli Branch (of \ hich hdrlebach seems to be 
the founder ctnd one of its leaders), WhS entru ted by the 
:taskxm-xxis Jewish .. ~ency in Isr(.A.el with the th.s.k of ec;tc.~

li,_ h1..ng the Dept of Propagunda. Nomi11v.lly, the m~tter lies 

~itlin Dab in's Dept of Or ~ni~~tion, but it , ppe~rs th~t 
rea.li~ing the mL..gni tude of the ta.sk (.,~ 1d i t 0 rpeci.Cic 

nl.A,ture, the ""'bov , Lec..gue w;.;.,s hci. d d the job of fi1 ding 

the mun ho v,ould be able to build ... ~n ~ he1..-i.d this "!vini try 
of Propfagund"'". There 'Nere negotiations wd>.th Gershon 

ro Py, but he did not wc;1.nt to give ur> the editor2hip 
of the Pt .. lestine Post. harl bu.ch sugge . ted my nume, hich 

he s~ys Pas ,ell received. Now, seein • m~ in M ~is, he 

cubmitted the m~tter to me. 

~ first re~ctiJn W-8 th~t this i the ind of 
vork 0c-t.;,.,blishing the 8ntire n twor.K of Zi nist 
propag"-'-ndct. in the 1Nor ld ( r"".diostati ns; ne •· S services, 
politicekl <;;,,.nu economic, in (.,411 the lci.ngusbes; mu. • ..... ~ir s, 

illu~tr~te public~tions, photo service, etc.) - which 

~.ppeo.ls to me, ci.llCl I ~m t e r fore interested in his offer. 
l{:.)wcver, I c..dded, I would likf. fir2t to m e sure of: 
1.- :rf' Ben-H rin's consent ('in light of my · .ife's 

ou.gerness to ruturn to I9rlA )l, this is L- form \.. ... l i ty) • 

2 .- Dr. ~)il v er' s L,nnrov t--1; .- ~ t Loubh I w il L 1r or 
under th0 -usnices -of the ~ -~ncy, ~nd ~ccor ing to 
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I.A,rlqb ..... cI , , ... grec-."t del.A.l 01. fre1... om ill bt; ..... ccorded me in 

[~h ...... ing th8 ~rogrc...m t-A.nc.. p licier-' of th D1;,;;pt , ,,. ul like 
t know ·that my .npointmcnt woulu b : leer t; t the r\. .. cli 
G vt ,.._n the,,. t I c~n count 011 the:i.r coJpi._r t it).r1, -_,r· eci~.lly 
of the Foreign MiniPt:ry . 

\ri th r gi.:lrd to poi 1t ( 2), ,_arlt:b<- ch t! ..... t y , uld be 
ir tere C"tcd in f11;.-1.vin6 c:.. t1 n li KE.:; 1 v in u " l,y si ti 1 , h .. n l ir! 
~io •1i~·t nrop~.L- ~net .. i .L the. v1orld. I (:-ncor:::· d thiP b ,lief of 
~--rlcb:....ch , but \.ould li! e; of courE·e , to heL,,r from you . I 
then 1ent to r-ec ~hcrto~ n tl f:" k,.tter , ,_~n<.l I '-m l d. to 
rlj pu.ct tL ...... t l1is re:....cti r wus cxtrcmL ly enc ur ...... 6 i le first 
1...mbci.rKC 0.1'.1 U ST) t,Ch .t'Ull U.l 1--',L°'\ .. ,.iSG r me ..... nd my o_UL..liftc ... :ti0. 
t • 0 s . 1i1en, rum:.... King thc..-.t ,i riil-.; the 1.4b v e w, .. s hi )l, ,.;:; 1.-,l 

vie\:point, l1e \1u.nts tu u.ssure me of'_rici\.,<,lly , 1 bt;hu.lf of 
the Ttini f:3 try o .r' ◄ reign ~-i.ff airs , tl1c .... t I v.rilJ. ~ t :fr ru th m 
,holehccrted co .. ration. 

So, th(.~t if· t hc~t . If I h1.--1.v c your u.ppro v .... l , t hor ::.· e. 
to b(:;, o obst~ble on the \ ay of conclu cliri t h filc,.tte r bfJfor 
I lo~v c !Pr~el on my w~y b~ck . I ho .e th-t I m1.--1.de lliy self 
cleL-r t hc..tt ..... s mu ch <-4.c- I \~·ish t o c-e t tl0 d.g- in in Isrc..tel, I 
·bal l do ~o only if you fe~l t hut I c fi e r~le-sed from 
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my present :uties in tf-e ) ergu cy Council. In many 
~ys 1 mor6JVer, this new J b of mine if it materi~-

lizes vrill be a conti.uu"'"'tiou 01 my present orK 
iu J ZEC, ~ ... nd y cont,~cts in th(:! USA, both Je~,i<=-1 ._._ cJ 

n n-Jevis1., ould be extremely helpful . 

I ~ubmit to you this entir run Pitio 1 ~t ci very 
e~rly Ptd e of th. negoti~tions, ~ .. I w· nt to be sure 
of your o.tti tu e before I proc~vd L.ny furth_.r • . n eur ly 
, ·or' from you - to the Gu.t R1.nw.on~ Tel .v1.v - • .. ulo 
thnrefore be gre~tly ~pprecidted. I~ is neodlesP to ~dd 
th._._t in any c;. ... se I : ould not like to burn the brici.gl:S 
behiud me, before I am certui1 that the bridge bef r me 
exi~ ts. In other , ·ords, only fter I hear from you, P-h~ll 
I be u.blc to proce .... d ,. i th f rmc;~l negotic.~tions L.r a eve it -

o.l 8.cceptance of the post . Until then, my 2t .... tu .. . with 
zec remiwiins unchanged. 

'Vith my very best r gc..-.rds to you c.:.1.nd r:.rc- c-ilver, 

Si 1cerely, 

Ur·~ 



. . .... 

• Eliahu nt!Horin 
Oat Rimrnon Hotel 
Tel Aviv, Israel 

Jly dear Ben-Horint 

December 6, 19L8 

I received your letter of Novem!Jer 26th and I was interested in 
the proposition which was made to you. If it is really to be the 
he d of the inistry of Propaganda and you are informed before
hBnd ?:'hat your provL,ce n.11 really be - your authority, the 
degree of your i nde ndence, tenure of office, etc. - I would 
certainly advise you to accept it, lmowing as I do your desire 
to settle pen, anently in Israel. I i:;hould advise you to o at 
this thing very circumspectly. You ought not to make up your 
mind until after t he elections in I Rrael. 

-4 l e yo.ir mrk here is mo st valw 'bl , i t s certain that before 
very lone the Zionis t Eme.i:-gency Colllloil will haYe to reorganize 
anri shnrply curtail it3 act-ivitio:;. You need not feel that thore 
will bo acy dete1Tenoe on our part. T t r.ie i<:JW what you final~ 
decid~ to do. 

I am particularly anxiou.3 to knvVr about . "onsi or . c 1ahon' s visit 
to Israel. 

i th all good wishes, I rei'18.in 

ost cordially yours, 

AD!3A HILLEL SILVER 
ftJ Sier 
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Dear Pbe: 

HOTEL GATRI.:!MON 
TEL AVIV, ISRAEL 

Decemb r 10, 1948 

It is only t o days since my arrival in Israel. From this you 1t, ill understand -
and rightly so - that there was a further delay in my departure from Cyprus. The British 
cancelled the license of the ~editerranean Airlines for the service to Haifa, and after 
staying in Nicooia of all places for 4-5 days we finally made our exit not by plane but 
by boat. It was the small Israeli ship Hatiqua (about 600 tons), carryine 200 immigrents 
from the Cyprus camps, that acco,odated , cMahon, myself and 5 more "honorable" ,uests. 

Shertox.. did his part in advi sint., t he 'oreibn Ofi'ice here and the other g ,ve nuental 
agencies as to the i mportance of ivlcrnahon' s J1ission. The two of us ere theref ore expected 
and properly r eceived frou the moment ~e anded in Haifa. Al$o two Catholic dignitari f s, 
including the f amous onsj gnor Vergani , were at the pier to £reet .i..,c ,1ahon. I as .<ed 
Vergeni whether he had many a t tac. s of hicouc..,hs in r ecent rr.on _s, .... s his name f igured 
very pror:1inently in our Ne¼ Yor .. { discussions. Jacob Herzog of t he f., ini stry of Rel· gions 
in Tel Aviv v1as ready to leave f or Haifa, but I asLed to advise him no t to come immedh1tely 
e.s I wanted to (a) have a talx with him and other people in cl art,e before they meet the 
1fonsignor; (b) prevent the impression th t we are overbearing in our Kindness to the point 
of taking up all of lv1cMahon' s time and not let tin ., him be with his ovm people. Accordinf:,ly, 
after seeing the hon signor in ste.lled in a hotel in daif a, and after a talk ~.'i th Bailin, 
the Foreign Office man in Haifa, in Vthich I outlined the way the Mon ni gnor should be 
treated, I went to Tel Aviv. The same afternoon, Herzog called on me and we had a long 
t alK. tle is a nice young man, int elligent and cooper&tive. He displayed complete willing
to be guided by my a.dvise. Hm far he will actually follov, it remains to be seen. Next 
day, I had a long se~sion with Dr. Vardi, the man who was oribinally appointed as Director 
of the Section of Christian Churches but was soon shifted to the position of Adviser ~ith 
the same rank, because he is not a religious Je~ •.• He is undoubtedly t he one real expert 
they have on all the problems of Christianity in the Holy Land. Shertok told us that much 
in Paris, and I kno1A the man many years. Yesterday I had lunch ith •alter .t:ytan and today 
a long talk with arie Syrkin and r. erman of the Press Dept. 

After all these talks and two days of looking around, a pa ttern begins to emerge. 
There is little doubt that what Aubrey Eban tole. me· in Paris ( that the.Ilk God not everything 
is kno\lln that did happen) as no idle tal.K.. They all seem to realize that cMahon is by 
far the most impo -.•tant visitor they have Ett the moment in the country and t hat there are 
bound to be far-reechinr consequences to his visit, which t herefore should be hE.ndled with 
great est care. ilerman ( by the ay, he impressed me as a bright nd effecient fellov,) and 
.1arie Syrl< in fee .... that it would be very desjr1; ble for me to accompany the 1,1onsit:no on a 
thorough tour of the c. untry beyond and above the Catholic institutions . I fully agree 
with them, at least with the part relatint: to the {10nsignor' s tour. In fact, I talL.ed to 

~~ahon about this on our way t o Israel. A~ainst t he baci~~round of the destruction 
suffered by Jewish settle ent s, the picture of destruction in the Arab and Christian 
sectors 'ill appear in a different and much milder light. ilthoubh a p c:.n for ruy independ
ent tour of the countr~y was wor~ed out toda , I an wui ting to ear from Jacob :e.ctzog who 
went yesterday to 11.a~fa to see t!c•uahon, before eci ing rry ovm i tinere.ry. 

So fa.r abou 1c'-1ahon. MaDonald has not returned yet, but he is expect~d any day now. 
In the meantime, his Counceller Knox, to whom I brought a ~etter from James, invitBd me for 
dinner last ni6ht, attended also by t~o of the Attaches. e spent several pleasant and 
instructive (for them) hou~s. McDonald has a very fine team here, all of them friendly 
to Israel. Knox struc~ me as a particularly nice and intelligent person; a career deplomat 
of many years standing who somehow preserved a searchin~ mind and a hUI:1ane approech to 
things. McDonald deserves congratulations for selecting such a ood team. 
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I did not have time yet - in these t\:o ,.:e . .,' :3 - to even appr.Jac t e field of 
internal relati ns and politics . Nor am I particularly anxiouJ t 1lunGe into t ' at 
ocean . However , I ill nav~ to . As f~r as 1 person 1 ,xperi-nc s Lo , I am th s far 
treat1.~d nicely by all and sundry . 1 t seems t :1a t both t. P e µle in Pa i3 anr h1~ e accept 
that fr1ct th t soraeh~w - God .1mor1s how - I happen to act as an unofficial Ambassador at 
Larbe or tr :>uble-shoot,ar , and as long as tl-iey ave no cause for complaint - ever ·body 
is happy . 

Abe , l)lP.a se ma--<:e a copy of t::Us 1 , ttar a 1d send it to AHS . I think t: ::t t this is 
bett.;r t ·1 n my mailin6 him a op , . For tha same reason , I won ' t w.ci te t you about .nany 
t:1in5 s , which are better left for my oral report . 

Best r-gards to all of you. 

SincP.r13ly, 

Eliahu (Ben-Horin) 
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Jer salem, Dec. 17, 1948 

Deur Abe: 

A couple of hours ago, I reached Jerusalem - in com an r with !,1onsi~nor h!C ah n and 
~onsignor Ver5ani . On ou:- a from Tel Aviv, e visitt.:d n.a.mleh and Lyda, two former 
Ara.b towns in Nhich very fei; Are1.bs are left. The settlernen t of J e s in Rartleh is .ell 
under ,ay, and the next wee~ the same process is to be6in in Lydda. e visited the 
Catnolic institutions there, and had lunch ith t e ~1ilitury 'overnor of the district -
an extre~ely intelligent Tel Aviv lawy~r who handles the situation, incl ding the proble1s 
of the local Christian population and places of worship , with breat care and ta.ct. The 
t :'o Monsignors had only praise for the man and his administration, Vihich seems to be the 
best in the country in this respect . Tomorrow is Sabbath and therefore we shall no t be 
able to start touring Jerusalem and inspecting the damag~ done befo e Sunday. However, 
one intervie, - ith the ~ilitary Governor, Dr . Joseph - is already fixed for tomorrow 
mornin4 . I wi 1 meet with him about half an hour earlier, so that he shoul(l be au courant . 

A few days ago , I went down to part of the Negev, here I saw and heard a tale ;hici 
it i.:3 hLrd to re-tell. In 8!1J case , I wanted Monsibnor ktilahon to see the Negev for him
self, end he did see it yesterday. I told him plainl~r that if he r strict.s his visit to 
the Arc:..b and ChriBt.i~t areas and sees the destruction anc.. suffering there v:i thout having 
had a look at the Jewish areas , he is apt to see things out of focus . He agreec vrith 
that and went together with Vergani to visit 11 those places which I visited tro days 
esrli€r - and they \,ere dul T impressed. 

Prior to their &rriva1 in Tel Aviv, the two onsil:,nors visited tlaifa , Nazar th , 
.Acre and a nwr.ber of Ch:ri tian localities in Galilee. On the whole , they were impressed 
vii th the fairne"s and good will of the local I!lili tary a.dministrc..tion and the lia ::on 
officers of the 1inistry of heli&ions , ,ho , as a rule , .. ee1 to be good men , However , 
in the eyes of i..

1cMahon , the preservation of the Catholic pos • tion::; in :,he country is 
ind.:.visible rom the pre ervRtion of the coll.lmunjtie t.he Sblves , and tho e are V1o ~t1y 
out of the country ... 

The crux of the problem is of course J-erusalem, and ther for6 our people in Tel 
Avj v felt that I should ce v·· th hin here in o der to ~often the blov, with the help of 
"the _personal touch". e shall renain h re until ~on· :, , ¥,hen OIUc:ahon and Vereani v.ill 
"cross the lines" on their ',\ay to Bethlehem, no. I v ill return 1.,0 el Aviv . l,c ii hon 
expects to spend a number of days not only in Bethl hew - v-here he is to con3ult with 
Archbi chop 'Iesta, the Apostolic Delegate - but in other places of the Ar arec. . He 1,·,ill 
then come bacl{ to el Aviv . It is planned that on hiR return to 'Iel Aviv he 111 meet 
,·ith Sherto , if the latter is bac '· by then row Paris , and also ith Ben Gurion . He has 
paid already courtesy visits to Rabbi Fis c1n &nd V. lter tc:.. in Tel Aviv . When McMahon 
lee.v C, for Betbl te , I shall go back to Tel Aviv . 1 h.av1.., still to end & fm days in 
Haifa and the North and I also ant to o dee er down the egev - which was impo sible 
because of the mud . It is rainin&, all the time and the rainfall this year is simply 
terrific . 

McDonald is bac and I had dir~ner ¥ i th him the other night . e tal~ ed bou many 
things but thu s far he does not disclose \ihY he invited me here - unless he ha nothing 
to discl o~e , because he simply anted to have a fe talks, end/or ,,anted me to te.lk to the 
members of his mission and expl cin thin6 s to them . He assures me that I won ' t knm, more 
about it - why he invited me here - than I know no . 

I n the meantime , I am h Ving t lks with people of al l parties and of all ~al ks of 
life , which would supply me with meteri 1 for mJ Harper ' s article and for the Herald 
!ribune articles and also en ble me to give AHS and ou a comprehensiv report s to the 
st,te of affairs here . Early nexit week , I ~ill send my first piece to the Herald Tribune : 
on the locnl oil problem, the Iraqi pipeline and the Haifa refin ries . 
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I sa i I sre el Gold tein iilllLedia tely upon his arri v&l Find h& d a short talk V!i th 

him. He told me how matters v.ere finally settled in the UPA-UJA, but did not have 
enough time to talk. 

Dingall ·as suppo,ed to leave this morning for the States. I rave him t ·o messages 
or you, which am sure he ~ill deliver to you, and the 1I1E.tter will bet ken core of by 

you. 

I am surprised that since my departure - over a month nov, - I did not receive from 
you even one lie. I reali ze of course that J-OU are very busy, but if you coulcl s Jare 
the time for a letter about he stete of a.ffp,~ ·s at the American end and the h ppening s 
around P.Z C, I v-.oulc1 certainly apprec:i nte it. C La.::t eek, the Palestine Post putlifhed 
a dispatch from its New York correspondent - Jesnie Lourie is his name, I belicv - under 
the heading "Beginn.:ng of the End". The sto·~ Lold in that ca le w&s that aft r Silver 
ana Neurr.ann refused to ta.Ke e:.ction with regard to the Beit:in campai6n, i.t is now considered 
th t there is no room an - longer for Zionist political unit in the USA, end t his spell~ 
the "beginninh of the end" oi the £r1erg ncy Cou .cil . From v.~ at I hear, t .:.s Jessie Lour:. 
is enterpretin6 events in America in this spirit all the ~ime. There ·ere some pearls 
of his interpretations in connection . i th t e vionto .. ai'fair , the Silver tel 6ram to Dewey, 
etc. Even more than after my previous visit here , I feel th t the roh em off ir Bnd 
faithful interpretation of ev~nts on the A~erica scene to the peo; ,le in Isr el is a matt.er 
of ~reat impo tvnce, which deserves careful considerat • on and appropriate ac~ ion by AI-le 

and hi collea6ues. 

P1ense tell Sule.mi tb. that I greet~· appreciate her Keepin·~ me posted on Catholic 
develo ments. It's a pity that ~arl Baehr did not take her dvice not to ~rite to the 
Catholic News Service. He usked for it, and he got it. Her friend Eleanor is here, end 

he went with me to the Ne ev. Tell Harold that man people r-sKed me aft r his v-elbein~ 
a d doi gs. 

~·i th my best rer,a as to all of you, 
Sincerely, 

~liE.hU 

P.S. Please send a copy of this letter to Dr. Silver. 
Jel AvivJ December 20th 

I wrote the above in Jerusalem, but there was no sense in mE.iling from there. When 
I arrived in T.A. this afternoon, I ound your cable and letter of Dec. 6th. I cabled you 
imn.ediately that I couldn't do myself the Cyprus story (I was only in tlicosi i::. and wasn't 
allov,ed to visit the camps; in addition, I am so busy at the mom8nt that I could not run 
around to cook up a story second-hand.) I asced Charlotte Strauss (Jer very best to yout) 
to do it, and she would have undertaken it, but she is leaving tomorrow mo:ning for the 
Galil for 2-3 days. So, if ou cable me the deadline and the desired length of the dispatch 
I will find someone, either i th first hand }:nowledge or ho could get to the eource and 
write what the re.J r'alestine needs. I was with McMahon until the 1 st minute when he 
loft to cross the lines into the Old City and Bethlehem. He ill be back here in about 
8-10 days . But. about the visit to JerusaleIL - see my next letter. 
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D.c~mb.r 22 , 1948 

I '""m v ry grc..teful to you for the fri ndly .... nd pt.nvtrc..ti1 ly :-ound 
.... dvic cont"".ined in your 1 ttt)r of D~c~rob r 6th . Al thou h Dr. K rl eb ch 

th "Shu~hu.n 11 in thir- utter - is not y ~t b ck, .. nd no dev lopmcnts 
\':hc....tsoev r hc..1.v e t,dcen plc..c in thi~ ref'p(,ct sine, my • rriva.l in IRr<--el, 
L.. fortnight ~go , it becomes mor c-... nd mor (..4.ppc....rent the:, t c;...rl b'" .. ch p inted 
a picture which doe~ not correspond ·ith reuliti ~s. I do not want tom ke 
up my mind us to th merits of tht KbrlebL..ch proposition until It, lk. to 
him a c....in (h, iP. exp~cted b~ck ~ny a~y now), but I h~ve little doubt 
th(.4t you ht;.4ve hit the no.il on the heci.d. In c...ll prob~bility , nothing will 
come of' thic thing, ut le(A.st c:...t the pr sent c,t~ge . 

Fr m my l ::...st two lengthy letterf: to Abe Tuvim copi ... s of ~hich 
t...re being forwarded to you from N. Y. - you Allov· tr_at thus f ·A r the McMahon 
visit proc udP s·ti~factorilly. I don't h. it, te to s~y th&t ·e h'-'d ev.ry 
re~son to fe4r a wor~e st~te of ~fft...ir. und cons au,ntly b ..... d repercuRsions. 
I c...m confident thh.t, iI no thin unexpected h t. ppens ,m his tour in I r ue l 
will hc...v b neficia.l r sul t.:) for our public relc. tions v ark in the St(.- t s 
c..nd our rclcitionf: ith the C tholic '.!Orl ~t lL..rge. n.t le · st, I dict ape 
utmost to achi vc PUch r, f:Ul ts, ~-nd, by ""'nd l "' rge, I r .. cei VF:d good coop r«:.4-
tion from th peopl. h re. 

In my todc;..y • s letter to Abe, I indicc.1;e my i tiner ..... ry for the next 
cou le of ~e~kF, when I m· y be re~dy to return home unless you \ill 
wc...nt me to .te-..y on either in conuection with the forthcoming election, or 
~ny oth r ~ssignm nt. Fleuse l~t m, ~now in time. rtt th, moment, I mu~t 
sc..1.y that the only 4,.. E:ignment 1hich t ~~ ,s up the le · .... st of my tim is the 
ori -in l on • I me .. t with cDon(..,.ld fJ V ry f duyf:, hi v • lon t .lJL •ith 
him, c...nd thi...t if' thc:.t. But th threE oth r mi . rion I nc.;. .. vc L.P me . o OUPY 

th'-' t I don 't no, v !1 ther 1 am comin or o ing. Still, I hope to fulfill 
c.o.ll of th m, L.nd , in ,;..l.ddition , bring you as compr~hensive L.. r port t!lS 

possible on ~11 the usp~ct of present-d· y r~~lities in I r ~el. 

Th tit r nic Job before u. now i obviourly the economic situation 
in light of~ Vbry l~rge, littl organiz8d ~nd unprcp~r d immigr~tion. 
Th question of hou~ing, or, tr~ining, ov r- · 11 ~bPorption • nd over- 11 
fina.ncing pres~ntr- the big nroblea, for which ther f'et3m. to be no colution 
in ~ight. Either obviou • lternative to proce d with the immigration 
on its present sc~le ~a in its present form or to restrict it ~eems 
to b equ~lly un~cceptabl ~nd upt to produc very undesir-ble effectss 
i one case con~equenc s of~ soci~l nd economic n~ture, • nd in th other 
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cus of~ moral ~nd political nature, but the choice, if th re is Lny, 
ir- bttween two .,vils. 

The result . of the UN session in P~ris proved of cour 0 = gr ~t 
dis ppointment to th people h re - both in Gov rnment wno in th - ~tr t. 
Nhere this i~ going to lead, r m~in. to be seen. In th fir~t pl~ce, it 
i~ bound to fortify the conviction that the "Geul~h 11 c nnot com not 
in good %DKJX time unyway from Pari or La.ke Succes~; ~nd th~t, ev ~n 
more than in the past months, th decision is to b8 found ri th re on 
the pot: ~11 kinds of doci ions, including ~n ~gr1ement with u~rti;s or 
p~rty in the other cb.lllp. In this r&sp£ct, there i~ very little of t(.ngiblt: 
charv<.cter t... s yet. Ye~tcrd· y, I h(. d '"" long t u.lk ·i th Elic:..hu S(.. ~son , nd his 

top ..... s~istL..nts. • e .1ent ov r the . ituction in '-"-11 th neighboring l .. ~nds, 
one ~fter ~nother, nd the sum tot~l w~~ extremely uncleur. Th re ~re 
speculations ~nd expcct ...... tions, but nothing beyond thu.t. The Briti h fv.ctor 
continues to loom most prominently in th picture. if• From v h'""t ver ,· ngle 
you ~ppro~ch the problem, they .till h~ve mot of the s~y in thi p~rt 
of th world ~nd they still hold most of th c~rd .. in the deck. Of course, 
it cc..n be s<,,4.fely predicted thc:..t if und wh n Brit(.,<.in comes to t rm .. .r ith 

us, they will Jump far ~heud of the u.s.~. in re-e.t~bli.hm nt of their 
economic c.Jld political po itions ;_, nd in gcining fi:..vors with Isrc..el. But 
this is u grey hors of d different color. 

ith my ind.st regdrds to you, Mrs Silver ~nd the boys, 

Sincer ly, 

~~ 
P.S. Could you ~sk your cretury tom ~ copy of this lett r -
except for the first p~ss c..ge, de«li g 1ith my pcr~on .l probl m -
~nd nd it to the office in .Y. Thy my be interested in ~ome of 

the bove. 
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~ERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

r. bba Hillel ::.lver Date January 26 , 1949 

liahu ben- r-Iorin 

I e~ enclosin~ a con of my rooort to Lr. hertok 
on the Cardi1 al T:i.sserant interview. 

Photostats are bein~ made of my icle n the 
H0reld 'i'ribupe on "~~norities in Israel" and a.s soon 
as they are ready, I will send you e. copy. 

I:a.y I take thi.s onportunity to thank you most 
sincerely for your hospitality end kindness during my 
visit in Cleveland. 

Best re ards . 

B l B 
Enc . 
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A merican Zionist Emergency Council 

MEMORANDUM 

'l'o Moabe lbenok J>at c Januarr 1'7, 1949 

Fro,,, al.i&hu len-Horia 

Thia orning, January 1'1'\h, l • • reoeived by Oardiml Tiaaerant, 
head of the 0n.aw.l Ooiagregation and the lea.diDg VaUeaa au1ihoritJ on 
the 111.ddle ••t• 

Before reporting oa our ecm.Teru.t1oa, whioh laated o 
111m&te1, l tb1nk that a wonl of explwtioa oa the atatu 
ot the Oongnp.-1.one Orien'l&le would be 1a order. lt • 
our •1 in the lab7$'\ll U li-tenal Yatioan rel&Uoaa 

abou't tortJ 
fUDOUoa1 

lp ua 'to fi1ld 
uthorit.1.•• 

and h&ve ~ proper Mn.a• of w.J.uea 1a our o ----- ~ VaU-
oan. . . 

l under1tanc1 1ib&t the OODgNgazio • 11 a uniqu. l'll&tioa 
1a the Oa thollo Ohuroh, toning 1a 1 "• It& 'ti w1 thin a State.• 
It 11 the OAl7 Oongnp. Uoa 1a the .. ~-·- au'thori t7 11 no't re-
1Vieted to oertaia fWliOUoD&l or l • e , but po••••••• full Juri.e-
dioUoa over oeriain terri'ton.e• Nil er &ll the Oriental Ohriatian 
oo■•mi U.e1 throughout 1he worl • 'l'b.1 .... .-..---1o17 1• the Middle ••t, 1n a 
liberal illterpret&Uon of the ti a 0:,0111.1 • l&lkana in 'the at 'to lndia 
1a the ••t am 'to ~bJaaiJlla 1Jl At • 'tbe Oriental OhriaUan Oownan1 Ue1 
1Jlolud1 the oni'tl1, Melkbi'tla, Qr tholioa, -.-..-nian Oatholio•••••• 
wberever theJ are touiad 1.a-""l!Pl'l ...... ~r·ld. 

How illpon&n't 
that the Pope hi••• 
grepticm.. 
hold• the U\11 of 
tern of the J'oreip 
the Jm-1 adiotioa of e 
OODgNpti.o r 'the o 
'the ~ .... ~c..:1 ...... 1.2' 

ga:tio 1• oaa be MU tro■ the tao\ 
", or the Utular ob.ief of the Oon
tual.17 ocmduot• the Om:agreptioa, 

~.....-,aa.._.1._lJ, it 11 orp.nized alcma the pat
~ .... tor •••17 oouat.rJ whioh fall• withia 

.,_...,,.__ Oria-.1.e. A1 there are no aillilar 
,__,:;;;;.-~- ot 'lhl world, 1ih11 1• a uiqu. •••up for 

-~\h Oard1nel Tiaaerant, friendlT and pleaaant 'tihl'oup
wi 1h u i u1rJ oa hi• pan &Her t be cloing• ot Mouipor 

MoMI o • l gave bill a report about 'the Mon.signor• • Yi 11 t Uld vanl1 1a 
lar • When l •• o cl the Moaai&nor'• viai't 'to ill• liegn, the Oard1Ml 
awd r the ooaticm. of llegb&, 1ta:t111g 'that wha be ha• ri.d.ted 
Pale, --.M111..-a."'"'~" exi1t. le eiabarud then. oa relllin1101me1 ot hi• 
tirat Yia .......... .,>4-eatil>.e, in 1904, e.Dd the a\lbaequeat Yiaita, 1a 191'1 - 1919 
(with the hemh Anq) and in 198'. 

At'ter lla~n:1q to hi• rNolleot10l1a of paat d&J•, l Vied to tranafer 
1he oonnr•ti.oa '\a 'th iallledia'le 1,_.,. lt Neu 'lb&t he noeived alN&dJ 
a repon ft-011 t.he MuMahoa-Verpm. ■iPion, beeauH he dicl not beaitate to 
a.are• wi'lh ar 1uam1Ja& up of the iapreaaiou of tbe Mlaaioa, -~• " •• tile 
reprebuailue aotioa1 ha•• 'lake pl&oe 1a the heat of wr, the Ml.1aioa •• 
J.■pre1aecl w11h the aood ld.ll &Dd \IIMler•te.ndina of \he on't.ral ud 100&1 Ul'lu
n.U11.• 
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l raiaed the qu.e1tion ot 1he refugee•• poinUng out 'that fewer Obrie
'U&na b&ve fled 'the oou.nU-, 'than Moaleaa, and expNaaing the he tha't, 
when panial. repa-u-ia'tioa take• place, more Obriatiaaa '\ban Moal • will 
retun:L. Be agreed w1 th 'that, and l wilh to eaphaaize 'that he did ~ raiae 
1he doubt• Oil thi. MON lllioh •e heard tro■ McMahon 1A larael ( •1e4 re
perou111ona tor 'the Oathollo Ohuroh 1A the Arab l&nda, 1n oaae preferao• 
11 granted to Obr1at1an refuiee• 1». the •tter of Npatn.at1on•J. 

Another atate11Ut ot the Oardi woMh reoord1ng 1• one rega.rd1Jai 
Monsignor lerpm.. He praiaed Verpm.' • oor-reotu11 in hi• report• troll 
Ian.el, and di .. Be 11&ned ou't a, a believer 1Jl the Arab oau1e, but 
he h.&1 now eheag-.d hi• vi••••" 

1 had 10• d1tfieult7 in introdueing the qu.ation ot Jerul&l.M, b\&t 
l toud a •1 ot doing it b1 diYertiJag our conver•tioa to the late ~bi
bilbop Jlobin■OD, 'the .Papal liw:usio in Irel•Dd~ l told the Oardi:ul abo-
lQ' eooua~• w1 th the Arohbi ahop • 1A 1938, ud bow ea.11 1 t ••• for ua to 
reach oompiete agreeMDt oa the queation of the Bol.7 Pl&oe1. 1 ftll't • 
to .., 'lib&t IIO dittiou'tl.7 would ari.1e .it 'the 1Dternat1omll•t1on ot the 
Hol;J PJ.ao•• alGM 11 oonteaplated, without too broad aa 1aterpre'ta.1i1oa 
d "Uie ~. th thi• tatement 'the Oardi•l tullJ agreed, ..,.~, ~ 
llb.otild be no d1tfioult7 at &ll. It 1• oDl.7 »ethlehea, 1he Old 01 \J of J_..
m• Md lleuN'lll t.b&t ahould be iaternationalised." l did not have M 
~ to queeti:cm hill lilto1.1t the iJIOluaioa ot an'tb ill the iatel"Jl&tloal 
soa, · but 1 •• ver, well aatiatied wi'th hi• tonawa wilh regard 1o ltN~ 
1 •• 

The 411eatio1L of cliplomati.o reoopition of Israel did. not oome up. At 
it •a.a, the Oard1ul pve • all&Sh aore Ume 'than an:, ot h11 ~ ridtora 
'lhf• •orJliD&• After a quenJ.011 fttoa bia about the fonhoomJ.na elNUORa 
iA ·:1.,...1 and what etteot 'tibeJ •1 have on. the atate of &ffaira, and ., 
repl7 'that 1lbe elMtioaa are no1i llkelJ to iD'troduoe &D1' ten1ibl1 ol:arap 
1A -ui. oo oaiti.oa of tbe Government, oenainl7 not on the top leYel, he 
aroae. 'tb&Pked •• tor 'title vid.'t, aakecl me to giYe bi.a re1ard1 to Oa.rd1Ml. 
1p.1_JN11, and 'thu1 terilina"8d 1he 1»:tem••• 

At ttd.a writi.ng, it 1• atil.l 11D08Main whether I will be recei"4 
b7 'the Pope. It •••• rather doubthl at 'lihe mo•nt, •• t be Pope 1• e>. 
Willel7 bua7 th11· WNk. I will know detinitel7 to orrow 110rn1ng. 
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To 

Ft'om 

MEMORANDUM 

r . •bba il el ~ilver Date ebru ry 8, 1949 

~l hu en-Horin 

' - ~:, 1 • I L V ! . - - - -- - - - - - - - ... 

ot ell o- 10 i tons .:.n t ... 1e f ollo\·· n:-r ~e port are of . co ... de: ti qJ_ 
nat re, :)u-C so .. ,e of them are , a..'11.d I there ... ore thou t ·t edviPable to 
• ark v>e ,. 1101 ·, Jc·1oronc:um ns confidentio.l . 

This • s o. . e ort about "!;he various talk'"' and com erences , • ch I 
hc:.d • n He • York , r in rton end Bo:--ton s~.nce 1'1:r return from Israel. 

have not yet seen ardinal pell•ann , , ho is leevin ~ to ""Y or 
tor orrO\ for Cuba. ...o ·1ever , wo.~1 told by his assi tent hat the 
v rd· .1~1 .:. nhes to sec 11e , e.11.d thet our into e i. ill robably t1ater· t:l:ze 
, hen he r eturns fro 1 ube in a fe ~ days tine . 

I ho.d lon~ and frien y nter • ew •i th . r . 1'renk I l in 
sh· nr-ton ( • s you undouotedly kno , he is t 1e head of the 0e'1.trel • tholic 

m·s ervice) . convers ti.on ,·Jith • r • . ll h s orne out wet I felt all 
alonr; - tho.t .. s ,r • . c ehon ' fort co .'.n ~ re . ort 011 h s visit to :Israel 
,rill sunersede nll the nreviou stories ::ron I"'rael w· th reg· to 

es "crat:ons , etc. ..:ndeed, I r . Hall voluntenred o. tateoent -ihct oll this 
bu~· _es.. ab ut desecrat.; ons is so mch \ ater under the br d e , , s • t all 
h a pened in the heat of the est ·.ne var; end that for the last few months , 
since a sta.ble overnI'."'ent ·as est blished in r-rael, vhere • sn ' t e~ en one 
uccu., tion in t:1is respect . ' 1ere is a nossibil i ty that ,r. l all may use 

of my articl 11uino ities in Israel '', hie peo.r ed in the 
a&,..,~~, i.1 the Catholic Tress :_n the United tat es . 

t the su~ estlon o·r. r . .i..uv m, •e arren ed 11 1.:ttle conference 1 st 
r'riday , 'i th t 1e nartic pa.tio11 of repre'"'entqtives 01 the r rican Jc\lish 
Cor,•1 ttee , t e ericcn J e • • s'1 Conc::res , the t - ef o.t ·.on .Jeague , d 
the • 7or ' s Co•n1 ttee on Unity, to \/ • ch conforence I re ort ed on the 
C t'1olic as oct of rriy visit ·t;o Isr"cl . 11 t ~ose resent dis layed n-re t 
lnterest n this report , end , at their r.eaues"li , •• \1 ill e ere o. :Je 10-
~ ·1dur1 on t s subject , for thern to end out to all heir local co • .. ,ees . 
ud e roskeuer , \.:. th who. s ent over one u o. oel: ago , , s so very 

• ~terested • n wh t :.: 10.d to tell him about the Uat11olic s tuo.t ~on. Other
dse, I had au te a discuss to 1 \ • t 1i11 o· ... . :ntornul r1a1,ters on the eric -
e ish scene - a discuss:.on L hich your n 10 fi '"11 ed very prornine,.1.tl y . 
"th your per iss.:.01 , I ref r not to ·r.:.te bout it , t enve .i.t ·1 

mee . 

:iope yo ,h t 
:ith \ ' "'ich .. c o,1alc entrusted , e . 
and thorou ly enjoy. ble fe 1ou 
ten to :~cDonald ' req rnst d he 

you about the 
I \as in oston la 

:Lth 1k Buxton. 
.. o e o ✓ ble to 

1.:..ss::.o 1 o Bux on 
eek· d had a long 

ro. 1.:.sed • o t -
ettl :t s t".sf-.c -or.'_l . 



C:• 
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r conve p•tton co ored , of cry rse , ·:..de ro 1 , t ou bo ov 
devoted on is to our cau e; so , there • s not -:.1 ·o repo a. out t' at . 

ste :r.. ~enort a out , y doi 1(!,s .:. ·, ::sr el, 021d he returnr 
rte sy by descr.:.bin.,. c ndit ons on to 11e , es c·. ly 

·?l t a 'tate e a --t·11ent, .-s he rees 01 :r one • ea '. ri·· c 
'"Y e of --1 ter st to you in -~ .::.. s co urn ct .' on, ,. -•·Jely ..i. • , 

,_11 -; ent , .:.t • ~ • ·:) ~~tber _,i, c "'On 10 • s t .G tru ted e 

., ' 'Je .ouse and t'1e. ·c ... te De rt ent; nc t· at f' 0rcis -:er 
• nflu ~nee .n th day ... o d,,.- cond ict o.r- ·c.1:1e t te Denc.rt'Tlent t .:.n t 1e 

._,pcretcr:r . Gh,.,rles ~ah , • 10 1 I sa•r l r.ter the s .., - , end • 0"1 

ccut·"' l ~T ques-t'on d o·~ t ·_,.,, "10 ._nt , .·as . ~ · t al.l as o di-
vis on of function. d lnf1,, once 1:;tween . c 1eso .., b' • 

t;:- ..., -'; ... !1 ol • • J.• t 1 e rec • ve a let·ce fro 1 tho I, orei i l1i t ry 
n srael on the subject of our ac-t.i -:i~s here , ... ;) .... c:. '. lJ ·_ : v u '-' I.•" · ol:i.c 
• 1;;ld. L .en on to ask i e ,Le:.. • oul d 1.::>o :'" :.. • ens c .... to th ro er 

coord.:' ne..t • 011 bet teen Uo . He said he un 'erstood t 1e.t • sad :..:.1 _,ne 
-,~rya he au ti.on o:' t e roner contact , , tl t ' 
the roner ·, us to int all he co hrough .. 1.:: . 

J. at by • het, he d.:. • 1 ' t o :r.1le o n·~ t . bet 
the -0 i gn .:.n·.st ~ r ·v, ·,_lt the r f·~ 

ould hro-1,.,.h h • f e .... c ~.:. ve l.ere. r e · 
•· ro pt 1s to Ut.J -c. • s quvst.:.o: • 

I -'1.iola. him that 'ur st .:.n 2el r viv, found th t 
r· o 1s sec ~ons, e rou . t t: o·~ , of t 1e ·ore · ry, , d of 

ot,h r . 4.n.:str.:.es . e ·•_, tere stod .i.r. one or ~1other asp'";ct of our 
c t vi i es .:. the ·c-c.. "bod reports t bout vev lo 
T: .:.s , s •• , ".'l.~ :!10 we ) • • c ·>u • ·· r .olve se di· nu 
.~enorts -'-o v :.o s addresses on over. i.n~ t e re do ng . n the o ..,' er 

, ·,e r e d.ely • nte rested in rccei.v n~ r g 11 • d ro□p .:.nfo :.:.on 
f row he l'el • v 01 d, as • e cen..Y1ot vork -i..n • v ... cuuru . 'l"hc.t ... s hy 
the question t o r . hertok a ... to o. er coord 'n..,t··on d cont cts. 
7ent on to ,o~r that I fully a17,ree .ith hipstein that .1~1~e orderly ay o:f' 
01r~acts ·mule... b·, t!.rougl 1 n , • I \rlll.'. " to nbide by hat , e cept 
or ,cert n c s s ·,. n • e • ay feel that a • • rect at 0£ c' ,:oul d be 
icable . In f"1 Ch c.cses , e ·roul d • med.'.. tely send 1i: any couy of •• r ct 

cl-i·G.:.o ns to ... 91 v·:v , ,.,.s ve have don .n ·t' e Je.st. 1i tlis , 
'I. i . ~ _,ly agreed. 

o.rt ed to ou c.t th 
the l , :,in s on the crt of the I<:'!r eli 

molJ.ths aso, 
, blic ze ·:1 

le.n. -~ t o course of m con ers t ·~ ons . r . 
ot1er co .('e:rences , 'th the part-l_c ' p tion of is

0
r. i c. ,alon, 

a forthcow n to ~he e: fect t~ t t e 1 rs of the ~ate 
, o very r.1uch i n f vor of ~ e • oa. o+' trans:- ~r, o e.s t ~ey c 
"d: .. c un e of op 1 -:t, ;.o_ s" , 3 ore.. nutantur •.• 

11d at 
Jple 

_re 
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rt. ... e d s a o, received telephone cell from Co . ..uly c1
1 r , 

ono o tho l {der. of the rou~ of Je ish e1 g·neers ct·v on eh 
of the ( if ec ion. You , r ec 11 the r , s o o of the 
dale at· on of en inGers v1 c ted ~ O!.l a fe, rnon s • 10 
Je·l:sh e c b 'l ·ng. so present at th,t e is 

st· ne born, co ~truc"t • on en i nee:r of stsndi 1g , 
re t y do ated 25 , 000 or the er ect· o 1 of l ... br ry 

H · fa. h1 ion. ou r a. urt er r cal 1_ t t nf'te r Herbert Hoover 
tatement , n 1945, t' roup of en ne rs dis lay d 

interest in tho Hoover lan, nd had few sess·· o s it.. thern . 
1!.ily· c r w· one of t,1:s group • 

...,,.17, char no , ho.1ed e to so. t t , i ... '1is ,judgmerr , the ti e 
has 11 •• r.i rr·v d for t ho rev· v·l o t'1e . oov r lan , md he afl. ed r e 

of Ye terdey , I had lunch • t 1 him lld a long 
""I - 'cS r·t~n- 1jf/O ert'cles f or h 

on "' e J,',-t e o the rab ef u.,.e ,s 11 ·n f I c ... 
over .1 n as~ e only solut~on. the ~, .._.;oJl',\tl,~ 

u 1:s est ese art:cles , s .on they~ ·11, thiQ - 11 
the best push or the rev · of ubl c .i. terert • tl e ·0over . 1 . 

t er that , _ t sLould be e or to co sol ' te a roup of peopl e • 10 
• .. ould talce upon t 1eirnelves the snonsors.1:.p of e len. T • s i s 
eve 1 more i port 1t , ore ur ent , end r'1ore pl s b e at t his rnoi.e. t 
thon ever before - rt cularlv i the 1 of t e rcce t rant of .. 
six een million dollo.rs b the u ..• for rel ef to the r"'"b refur-ees , 

d the lar e--scal 1 1s of resident irur , e11d he U. . Gove ent 
for a • d e ..:io.st a.id ro,,rar1. I o s obv ousl y the tir e to ro1'lote 
l~r e co !str~c ve .c. emes ·nth t arl o~ the vorld , d it :sour 
busi1 ess to ee to • t that I. reel r o ts froa these nchemes . 

I ~ould be ra,tl ntercstod in he.vine; your re ct:lon to the above . 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

r . bba i 1 el ilvor Date :B,ebru ry 11, 194 

:.il. c 1u en ! o • n 

v • J •' • , -· _1 _f _I _L - ... - - -- -

u ~on,.. t:1e ,eo•)le to ,. 10, J(. es . ·cDonc1 _ ote et·.;ers m1,. est· ng 
·ch :t .. ho:T' .1 y be ·.·1te osted ·.1 1e· rin 1i :- ·.rn ref'ci.o 1s o~ c obsorvo.t.:.ons 

!l sr 1, ~nm . s ·ur·· y ' .',10 l • C )iyn ld descr~ nd to . 0 G the 
1ost • .. Iluent:L l o. 1ro1 in the ci cle.-- of C .,,. 1 ... 1 ·"'elL e.n. 

-~e other day , I vas 
for c 101, t lk ·it, • .; 

in rited by urra to . is ar1: . v01 uo 1~ o.:.d.,nce 
r · ."-"iths . "'lou 11ro bl: -·n 1 ber 1 

. n_r . r "f/it1s , ,,, o ,,...r: rose t c •rinG Ol r f.:.rst •. 1t0rv·.ov \'it} S r . 
c cl1on. 3--r . Gr.l-:' ...:it 1s '"' the :"!· nee "Lor o~ . .il.". • rJ r • te .n 

:1,., l , el .r :n ' s of f:· ce . 

e • ·e to ·e-t er fo early 1 l"' , -md the t. o entlemon er 
.rery 1uch • nterosted in my r·eport , , • ch, o.i. cour e , , ..,.., ovoted 
to 'c olLc b1s·. ess . t_r ce crib":.1g .. c: on ' f' tour, o.t sO11 
le ",t. ~:. u:t t 1e ro leri· of • eru2· l ... 1 d ·che hol pll-ces , ,., • ell s 

·011t ~ e , r b refu ecs . :i: n de a p0 1
lt o-· ·c11 · nc: thc1:!l o out .s r • 

. c·.rhon ' s c-ervc·t·o.1s '-nd o:)j"'ct·onc• o;._ ·v· o '·stion of Jeru~;J.em , ·nd 
on c10 anest\on of the refu· cs . _ cJ. ... o tol tho 1, :1ore er , a out 
co,1..i. erence '..i th arCinal '£:sserent, he ·:t 10re fav')rably 
• nclinP,d 0 11 these isr-ur s th rust thct >0th 
• s-r• Gr.lf_"iths llC. r . : ur1~-,- ece d 1 y st teLonts nd .... len t·.01 

i t~V)llt one ord f o':)j ct ·.on. n t hCI co rtrcry , • : --.. d c efin i t e 
f 1::. .. ' t 1. .. t cho \,ore ' ncli.n d -to-.arc~s 1,l1e ""Ol ~.t ·.ons l out1 "n d . 

un the quest · on o.c- refu.-· r: s , "': s )O}'" t so: 1e len th in : :voi-· of 
a .1rv11s~, 1 .. , or e_;:c.1.1cn~e , of o tllc~-t:on 1

• ;rif ~ t 1s 1 ro~ 1 • .. r1ed to 1 e ..,ort 
t s co 1vor.J t.'.on to JC'r i11Pl Cnel. en , \ ho le t for .Ju c. , but .• ... o .'.s 

xp ct c • t.ck ~ .I'.',.. • t · 11 10.5.t ' _1;; t o. out y • ~or-
•r · e • _th the rct:.n . 

conn '3 Ct • ')11 , . ·ou o l o :..-~ 4,ereriteo. ·_11 r lo ter just rocci T' d 
by ] 'o:hher ardin. 1 'r:s er t ~ o 10 . :.l 1r· tes : 

)U are r. ht in :rour 0 t 
11_ nee you 0 t (' - sr,.. 

t d by ~t r H) . e ·he. e sense, 
I • occ · ~· on to do .. • t . J.a nee and other c tr: es have 
~~ la .y cCC pt t e ct of the 1e 1J t· a cy 
,,. r a..r. a.bl.. .. state ~ent , 
o the r:e1t 1 01 r 

1 ( S • t C 0 9S t , ·h o d 
t. 01 . 

Be r -.r rds . 

' 
~--!/. 



.. AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

r. hbba H' el ilver Date 

liahu en-• orin 

n one of y prev·· ous r: e· 1111 ... an a , I ent .. oned t t tho 
representat~ves of the or 0 a.~izat ·ons o hom reported on 
t: e tholic 9 ect of trip -co Isr 1, h d su e.., ed 
th t rep o a roer.ior dur1 for th w ch they , • uld send 
out to their loc _l co .Lttees. 

I . _ve 
irrht ·ish 

,..ep red t is ¥ e orendu , nd I th u ht ou 
cory of it, w 1 • c.. •. here··,i th enclosed. 

Best re ~&rds . 



ur the irst onths of the estine r , re orts de cribi es era-

tin of ri 1, s 1J.ctu rie o d.ier er • el iciz ... e 

eric u pre s , 

re orts 1 .. 

t ... e 

tic 

u:u av r b 

over. 

in t.. IO C p c t.iv J . 1 eed e s to s , t e 

ef act n e s -o,t olic rel tions int e Unite 

' le 't wichec ed, "t s develop t co 

to 0~1. desira le r sul~s o or tne st te ~sr al ad fort 

h ve e 

e ·sh 

S 11 l n s . 

•. e , t ere vre , eel t t recent re.1ort q e.,t·on J C ate t 

e e- i 'tlle S e erve 01 C re u t'te tion. ,,.e re r to a i,) rve 0 1, .olic 

in t·tutions n. . nteresvS :n sr e deb Elia en-... ori , 

r ter dv . u'7r on stern ffE r to t. e eric n on s r e cy 

C u. ci • p rt of • I$ i:O r o o ic ·nstitutions in er el s 

de il 1 e of J. 0 sig.u.or 'I 0 s ..... c • .J.0 re resented C rdi 1 

s e n on issi n to "t e 'd- e ... st , d .o s g ... r t .. 0 V r ni , 

v·c r-Ge e l t ... . t· p rtr o..rc e n I:.:.r e • r . e ... - or· s t r or 

i a P s·t· 't r port 0 so e e te111.; t e .iwpressions o t 0 C C 

it rles . 

ths 

• - ori ' s re ort te co ere ce f r pre,;)e.1 iv s 

of t·o al or u l'l ts i .P of • s report . s the • .I, e 

C t t ot le c e of' desecr tin or t. e 't 0 Christi s s 

t ce $ ce t ... s e of t l ver e t f l.:)r • .:..a er r 

ree es e tr t · t • tever occurred , 1,QO 
~ p.1. ce ClUri t e ex ~s 

... e~ t 8 Pa.le ·ti 8 r er • re er etr ted irres i e 

. u.CC r e J.3 i 1, or eta c ot roper be ' , 



-
► 

=scribed ~o le Gover en of r e or tr e role . 

ro tJ.e st6 le over ent e bl~ ad in sr 1 , not one serious 

CO p ai t l 

In ... 

r cored. 

el 

rtic e un er the 

nuar .,. , 19 

out t e s·tu tion t l8 

t e re·t et ccorde the 

• 

ove t~t e , pu ~is ed 

en- rin ·escribed 

d r ... i ious 

J t. e sr e ... i ver 

CO.J"t 0 e uc .... tion for rt..b c il ren . 
i,;) 

t 

ci ~ ' Zed t e 

rities i 

l r -sc e d 

een e. opted n ut i to 

o er t·on b e Gov r '" ent , t t ex e e e t t u· et . e .:.nori-

.,,OS e • e ete u of c·TJ·l r.:.. ... ts , .:. t t. 

exce ti Ill 0 .Lt f r t 8 t·on of e r . s soon a. p 

. is esta. $. d , his re trictio 'l1he )8C 1 ee "' 0 

t e v ri re i u co ities re 

reatest c re un ersta 1 iu • 

C l tw· s r • t der d t · e C 

ca. 1;er a. 0 by 

rt.:..c 

tne gover1 e t .it t e 

orin descr· ed 

_r b t e Isra ~ c 

of ;. e c p , n.:.c h e tte dcd , alo g • t Cu.t.nollc ishop and rab 

oh t e prisox rs d tne Ha'fa visitors 

prise t e re i utlorit'e or e u 

accorae riso ers of ·er. 

'ties 

t e r bs fro P let· e a~ eft on o tone 

f i .;)r e • av r , • t S OS 1 osle s o r n 

a • tie il ~on os ews, onl out , ()0() )8 here n 

8'1,ual ' :iristia.n.s re ii ect t of ciilpre- r co unit o obly 

l ' ... , 00 • z re e C :ir· ti v·1 • es in o r G ilee o old tl e 

Jorit of t.e i I r • eir churcn 0 re 

r 0 C a 0 0 

i X ct . 

ce 
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e d c'tie of l "'tine -- • ' j f ere -- t e 

C ristie.n o ul tion 1a. ec ·e ed in n er t rou t e ~r bf ig t , but the 

co unities exist , e joy co lete reedo to practice t~eir fuith . 

oft e c1urc es re i pe ect co it:on. es~ e is tr e of e s or 

, on t e Tel Aviv-Je sale road . t s ·n1y i Jerus le to a, lie 

•here a. rt· lery ·ant o for ont s t closer e . t e.t c urc es 

s e s s :e C urch of Dor 't.ion 

on unt ~irlfl.i , just outs· e the ·11s oft e Old Cit , w shit by y rab 

shells . e sa e app ies to t e Church of Jot.re De. e , . ch is 

iv s po i tio1 sfro t e Are.b . herever Jn s.ic 

on C ·stian c urc es , as do e y r bs , l • e Y 

JOr egio • r .1 • $ ct s prove be o d doubt . 

ot e J,. d, the r e i 0. t hor.it' s -- centra a 

.uot o 1. e t. eir t · t to ret ir tever inter d e 

Je . 
s 0 1 • • er ut "t od c re to 1J.l.J t eeds of • e 6 s e 

co .. u .. J • ties . r • 
J.. us , es • te t .. e rt;,,ve s .... orta es o food and tl e 

on t e border 

g as 

t ... T s-

loc .1 ave 

s d e by 

t · e C. r' sti 

v re r at·o -

ing in the cou tr , tne Gover et s re larl supplied foo tote old and 

infirm of the O ristie.n co ........ ~ .... • ties in er s le . ooti 

1 t ou n t.elr tour o Isr· el , t e ~.o o si 1 ri 

tn cost itse f . 

d ur . n- ori c . e 

cross Ct..!;;es "" ce.1 et cc...re dersta d' 

a "t 1 ri • to o.r s the needs of 1he C 1r st· an co un.i ie s . ., en , for i1 ta. ce , 

t oft e r h o ster in •in re , ou.tsi of Jerus l , • s d 

t e r 1. r Gover. or oft e r to it rvene on t eir b alf ith 

the 'Ira.ns·or tnori t es • n t e ld City for "l .. rel s of tl eir 

~ot er Su. er· or , 't brou it back t t e onastery t h s e aft rnoon. 

Prospects o 

i up , ~ . en- orin rrived t t. e co c~~ on t ~ tne e ~s o 
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reason to expect future co 1 c tions in Je. • sh- • thol c el t· ons, s for 

... t e safety of the c. t olic s c u r os o.nd t e ri hts o the a.tholic co 

un·t i srael are conce ed. o ev r , there a other roble s concer. :. 

Israel vh~ch will surely effect Jewish-Cathol c rel tions in the fut ~e . The 

uest:on of theed .n str~t·on oft e l oly nl ces one o thee roblems . 

o ever, there are indicat·ons that tis issue a be resolved in the not too 

distant fut 1re in a manner satisfactory to all concerned. Isr· el co d_t • on 1-

ly f vors the est blishrnent o an into t:onal reg·_, 1e fort e holy 1. cec:- , s 

lon~ a• the latter te is .:.10t •• nt er reted too ro dly. n othBr ors, s · el 

s p orts an im,ern t ·.onal r e for the O d ity of erusalem, ut sun-

--1ter bly o osed to t 1e inclus.:.on of e Jeru2alem ( h • c cont i ns no holy 

1 ces) n the intern tionel area. lthou . h the Ct~tholic C urch h s thus 

far f 'led to express itself authoritatively on this issue , there are reasons 

to believe than an Isr eli-C tholic underst din may be re· ch d. 

The nost d fficu t robe , t he one ho se solut·on rob ly 

t r e test e ort o t 1 co co , i t . e roble of 

the rab refu ees . Hun ... reds o t ousand~ of -the, are today ho eless and 

hun • ven t 10a t e respons.' b. 1-'-ty for the r pli ht does not lie • th 

Isr el , a lon as their fate e ain u doc.:.ded ·ha ressur of the.' r se1 ce 

on the or-de s of Isr el s bound to rove ser·ous r it t both 11 J is -

.. r, b n in e, sh-0 t olic relations . It • s to be ho )Od that before lon 

cpnstructi ve 11 l. e e ol ved for a pe anent so ut.:.on of t r b em o 

t e estine rab refu ees . 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadmsah, Women'• Zlonist Or9cmlaatlon of America 
Mlnac:hl Or9cmlaatlon of America 
Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 
Zlonlat Orqanlaatlon of America 

• 
e 

_ev 

~ llel 
le 

0 

1.iear r . • 1v r: 

lett r r ce.:.v d to 
e . erold, e \r·tes abo t 

lo ma 

fl 
• • • - <lave just finis 

e:Joirs . ... f • • shed ·_ e \"i • 

e· ru ry 15 , 1 4 

rie d , 
e o • ri.) ts 

• g the .i'e z= ............ 
t • n t re c s : 

o e, .... • 0 ense Dr. 'e • z..,._. ....... 
• -. t e t • n O- u r e d 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah, Women'• Zionist Or9anl1aUon of Amerlc-a 
Mluac:hl OrCJ(lllllatlon of Amerlc-a 
Poale Zlon-Z•lre Zion of America 
Zionist Orqanl1atlon of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The T"mple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

February 28, 1949 

This is one of the two matters which I wanted 
to discuss with you when I phoned you this morning. 
The enclosed copies of a letter from Harrr Zinder, 
in Washington, end ot a memorandum to Abe Tuvim, are 
self-explanatorr. I took this line with Zinder after 
previous consultation with Abe, end I hope that you 
will approve of it. 

As to the second matter which has nothing to do 
With the Emergency Council, I ma;r either write to you 
about it within the next few~•• or wait until I 
have a chance to t elk to you on one of your future 
visits to New York. 

Wi-th my very best regards to you and Mrs. Silver, 
I am 

EBH1MB 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours, 

U·AA,._ 

IJ.iahu Ben-Horin 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 
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ST TE FI ~L 
Provieional Government 

Office of the pr sentativ 
2210 aesachu etts Ave. 
aehin on 8, . O. 

liahu en-Horin 
eric n Zionist ergency Council 

342 di on venue 
New . Y. 

ear en-Horine 

dams 5411 

February 25, 1949 

I enc osinp. for your inform8tion cop of an 
articl hich llpp . red in "Chris i ,;,ni ty and Crisis 1. The 
viciousness of t . i attack is s pto Ptic ana indicote 
poseibly that the Protestants are pickin up here the 
Catholics left off. 

I believe it abeolutel vital th t n ber of 
interested people eet here in aehington at the earlieet 
poeeible time for diecuseion of certain utu 1 problems. 
There is, in addition to the attacks by v rioue religious 
groups, the ~jor qu,etion of our po ltion regarding the 

r b refugees, and I eugge t t. t if you CAn k it, we eet 
in shin ton on arch 3rd. Invitation~ this eeting are 
going out to Dr. Karl Baehr, r. Harold ' on, r. en 
E etein 2nd r. Joel olfeohn. 

I have aleo sent copy of this Prticl with 
suitable co nt3 to Dr. erling . Brown of the ational 
Confer nee of Ohri tin nd Je~e. 

I ·ould ppre i te your confirming your ability 
to be present on Thursday, t 11&00 a .. 

HZaJw 

Your sincerely, 

(Si ed) H. Zirrler 

rry Zinder 



Ameiican Zionist Emergency Council 

MEMORANDUM 

To Abe Tuvim Dal February 28, 1949 

From Eliahu Ben-Horin 

I want to give you a full report on the telephone convereeti I had 
thie morning with Harry Zinder, in Waehington, on the eubje f his 
invitation to me to participate in the conference which he i alling 
in the matter of the Coffin article in .:::C...._-.w..w..·i..ai......,·.,)l.,J.....Q,lu.,\4....3',l,,..g~ 

I told him, fir3t, that neither Karl Baehr nor I would be 
to thie conference, end I went on to aek him who 
Joel olfeohn, mentioned a invitees to the confeii'Em-c:e-;-,-ftiPe...-...w' 
told me that these aforementioned gentlemen were repreeentativee 
the Anti-Defamation League and the erican Committee, I to 
him that this matter, in general, a~ it co erican ecene, 
ehould be handled by the Ainericru1 Zionis ouncil. To thie, 

. he replied thP.t it wasn't thie topic a ntended to d~sc es, 
but ~lso the question of the Arb re e, as t e mentioned in hie 
letter. I added that the que tion f'ugeee, as fr Ae it 
concerns public relatione on the ,, should be dealt with 
through us. 

Here, Zinder embarked on a m.-9!1~ that he do sn 1t underst nd 
it; th t the Emergency Oou 4.J...~,...~w1 pos~i peak for the State of 
Israel, that what he can n co c to eac of the organizations 
separately the viewpont Israel inti -problem, or to invite all 
organizatione - the Ame i an Zionist~ r ency Council, the erican 
Jewieh Co mittee, etc. nd present t em the et nd of the I raeli 
Gover ent, and those o izetione th twill want to promote this angle 
will then do so. To thi rep lie t it "'°n' t do for h:iJll to put us 
and the A. J.C. g e, on the sam footing; that ae 
long as the ... exiete - she wante to do away with ue - it is 
our functi eer ea! the central body for Zionist public relations in 
this coun r. As Zinder entioned previouely in the conversation th the 
wae invi non-Zionis o ganizations, I told him that we were working 
very ha o iouely •1th to non - but pro-Zionist - bodie on every 
question re they wan d to cooperate in th intereete of the Zionist 

don't , in this particular instance, a new procedure 

I went on to tell him that I heard of a meeting which took place in the 
J ewi h Agency with the participation of EliB.hu Epstein, where it was sug
gested that special section b .eet up in the public r elations depart ent 
of the Aeency to hRndle th Arab transfer project. Is id th t thie, too, 
seems to be the wrong thing to do, as it ie a aatter which should properly 
be handled by the Emergency Council. Furthe ore, I wae r ther eurprieed 
that neither Eliehu Epetein nor anyone else thought of invitin e to such 
a conference, as I happen to be the one who first advocatP.d the tranefer 
idea yeare ago, at a time when the initiators of this meeting etrongly 
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b,ject d to it. I f el thi to b persone.l li,h whic I do not t.ink d~ erve. 

Zind r s id th,t e hadn t h ard ting bo t ch - ting, and a rpris d to hear t t t e eeting too plac 
' 

d thEl h will tek it up i h petein n let e 0 • 

t th conference thi Thurs ay, hes, i t.hat in vi w of our 
ob ection, he i calling it off. Is gest to h thAt in 
oro to ~void ieunderstandings in the f'utur e line tion of 

net ion~ ho·..ild be de. 

c.iB a B 



QONFIPfflTIAL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

80-09 35TH AVENUE 

JACKSON HEIGHTS 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

ILLIN0IS 7 -4695 

March 1, 1949 

I hope you feel like then.king God that the U.P.A. contro
versy is over. The other side won this round, wt I do not have 
to tell you that it is a Pyrrie victory. Unfortunat ely, it 
will not be Messrs. orgenthau end Aontor, nor Lir. Kaplan who 
will pay the price for this foolhardiness, but the penniless 
immigrants and the State of Israel as e. whole. However, you 
cannot possibly set your head on other people's shoulders, or 
lend them your brains. That's the way they wanted it, and that's 
the way they'll have it. Maybe, by 1960, they will have learned 
their lesson. 

Still, I hope that you do feel like thenking God that you 
are out of it for the moment, end that you can now devote your 
mind to problems and projects outside the UPA-1.iiontor problem. 
There is one idea which I wanted to submit to you, end, if I have 
your blessings, I would like to undertake the organization ot the 
thing. 

I was thinking of it for some time, but now the moment is ripe 
for its materializations an Amerigan-Iero,e1i Chamber of Cormpercg. 
It should start in the u.s.A., then in Israel, then in all the 
countries of the Western Hemisphere interested in trade with Israel. 

In writing to you, I do not see e:ny ne ce ssi ty to enlarge on 
the importance ot the project itself. Let me, however, emphasize 
the desirability and plausibility of a Z.O.A.-supported initiative 
and influence in this matter. Uost of the people potentially 
interest~d in business end investments in Israel ere to be found in 
the ranks end periphery of the z.o.A. Also in Israel, if it is to 
be a real Chamber of Commerce and not one more govenunent-controlled 
office, the people active there would belong to the same middle 
class category - although cooperative institutions should be welcome, 
of course. 

There is little doubt that if we do not take the initiative 
now and begin immod,intoix to organize the t hing, epa.1, throu~ one 
of its many institutions, will do so before long. Whoever will be 
first may retain the i?itiati ve end influence in the future. 

,, 
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NEW YORK, N . Y . 

ILLINOIS 7 - 4695 
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One may raise the objection that the thing cannot be 
organized and put in operation without the consent and co
operation of the Israeli Government. This is true, and this 
provides one of the reasons why the z.o.A. should not appear 
officially in this connection. There is another, even more 
valid reason against an open z.o.A. associat -L ona the non
political, purely trade character of the Chamber, in which 
many Gentiles end corporations should participate. 

Accordingly, if I have your approval, I would proceed 
With it in the following manner. First of all, I would try 
to et a very prominent American, Jew or Gentile_ w1 th a big 
business name, to accept the Honoralj" Presidency of the 
Chamber. The ideal name for that would be Bernard Baruch. 
Then, th first organizing Committee of about a hundred Jewish 
businessmen should be created. Only after that, the Israeli 
authorities should be approached. It can be so manipulated 
that the first hundred nemes should i nclude a considerable 
number of people who are on good terms with everybody, so 
that the z.o.A. backing should not be too obvious. 

You will probably snile bitterly and se:y "Oute Zeiten" 
that a z.o.A. effort on behalf of Israel has to be camouflaged 
in order to gain Israeli support. I em ready to smile with 
you, and as bitterly, but you will agree with me that we cannot 
fold our anns and totally withdraw from the scene. The baby 
is as much ours as theirs. 

The American-Israeli Chamber of Oomnerce will represent 
the only or ganized group of business interests directed towards 
Israel, and will therefore be the natural springboard for 
eveey end all economic plans. 

Please give this matter some thought, end let me have your 
opinion as soon as you possibly cen. 

My very best to you end Mrs. Silver. 

Sincerely yours, 

U·.A,.__ 
EBlfl4B lliahu Ben-Horin 
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HERMAN P. TAUBMAN 

Mr. E1iahu Ben-Hor in 
% American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, New York 

Deur EliallU: 

March 2, 1949 

I learned upon my return from an extensive business trip, 
that during my absence from the office Mr. Berkson wes in Dalles 
t al king to a few of my friends who have some small oil int erests, 
about the possibility of organi zing a group to develop oil deposits 
that might be found in the Negev. As far as I know he didn't get very 
far as most of them told him they would want to confer with me before 
they went into such a vent ure. 

!aJ!y' reaction, offhand, without knowing more of the facts a.bout the 
plans or ideas the State of Israel may have with respect to oil develop
ment in the Negev or any ot her part of Israel, would be that this 
should be very carefully considered and no concessions should be given 
to anyone even if they were ready for such a development. I am sure Mr. 
Fohs s.nd Judge Herold feel the same about this, that if the State of 
Israel is ready for such development it must b'Uard against any pro
motional schemes from any source, even those who perhaps may mean ~ell 
in the beginning and later exploit their resources without proper income 
due to the ~t&te of Israel itself. 

I would therefore recommend that you investigate what might be in 
the offing by either the Berkson crowd or others with respect to oil in 
Israel. Also will appreciate hearing from you if you may know or can 
find out the feeling of the Israeli Government towards such a development. 
I am confident that we can get the backing of a proper group at the right 
time, that will have the aim and fWlction to see that the interest of the 
State of Israel is well guarded. Frankly, until Isra.el is well entrenched 
all such development should be discouraged because we will create more 
animosity and jealousy from many sources, most of which you are familiar with. 

Mrs. Taubman ha.a been talking very favorably that we might make a trip 
to Palestine and when we do I plan to bring along my son Louis who is 
a graduate of Stanford University with a Masters Degree in Petroleum En
gineering, and since he has been out of school for nearly four years he has 
been spending his time in the oil business with my Company. And while I 
would not depend on his judgment for an undertaking like this, I think for 
preliminary purposes he could be of considerable help. 

Since you have made so many trips, in addition to the fact that you 
lived in Palestine for a considerable length of time, I might ask you for a few 
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sugtestions as to when woul be the best time to go and how to go 
about having a pleasant trii:; particularly, which v,oula be the best 
and safest travel and how to go about getting reservations to 
Palestine and after we get there. If you have the time to drop me a 
line answering some of my questions, I would appreciate hearing from you. 

J e are hopeful of being able to attend "tue "Salute to the President 
of Israel" April 23rd at hich time we are looking for ard k. seeing you. 

Trusting that you and your fa.ai.ly are enjoying good health, and 
with kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Herman 

HPT:IHC H.P. Taubman 

cc: Judge Sidney Herold 
Shreveport, La. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date March 8, 1949 

Eliehu Ben-Horin 

I enclose copies of a letter which I received from Mr. 
cDona.ld, end my reply, which I mentioned to you last night. 

I em aQ.so attaching, for your inf'oma~ion a copy of a letter 
I received from Mr. Jacob Herzog, Ministry of keligions , 1n Tel 
Aviv. 

Best regards. 

BHaMB 
Enc. 



COPY 

THE FORFJ:G~l SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNillD STA1ES OF AMERICA 

PERSONAL 

Mr. ml.ia.hu Ben-Horin 
Zionist lmergency Council 
342 ll.adison Avenue 
New York, N. y. 

Dear Ben-Horin a 

American Embassy 
Tel Aviv, Israel 
February 16, 1949 

I am grateful to you for your cable a.bout our Government's 
decision to raise the status of the American Mission here. 

I hope I may be worthy of the confidence the President has 
thus expressed 1n me and of the opportunity he has given me to work 
with the Government and people of Israel for the development of even 
closer relation• between our two countriea. 

Reading and hearing about your adventures getting out of Israel 
and on to the State a made me think that you really should have had a 
personal courier. Now I am anxious to have a long letter from you 
giving me the authoritative news of what happened en route and also 
your personal and confidential comments on developments at home. 
Do write aoon. 

All the McDonald a, Mi as Clark and the men at 'he office send 
their warm regards. 

Cordially your a, 

/ s/ J'ames G. McDonald 

P.s. By the way, I hope that your chiefs were pleased with the results 
of your mia■ion. 



Am Htil· 
PIRSPUAL 

Honorable James G. McDonald 
Ambassador to Israel 
Tel Aviv, Israel 

Dear Mr. McDonalda 

Uarch 7, 1949 

Thanks very much for your letter ot J'ebruary 16. I was very glad to hear 
from you, although the assignment you give me this time - and, tor a change, 
you spell 1 t out 1n ao many words - to supply you "with personal and eon
tidential comments on developments at home" 1s a tall order. 8?wever, I will try. 

I take it that by "developments at home", you mean primarily the happenings 
on the American Zionist scene. The external facts relating to these developments 
are known to you, and I have nothing to add. The interpretation of these facts 
is, of course, a different matter. 

Being mostly interested in the foreign policy of' Zionism, I did not take an 
active interest in the internal goings on in the U.J' .A. But matters have reached 
such a stage that the developments on the money-raising tront cut across the 
future ot the entire Zionist movement 1n the United States and also in Isra.el. 

I do not know how things look to you, at a considerable distance from the 
scene, but as I see them, more or less on the spot, it is a sad picture. It one 
ever dreamt of a day ot peace and amity in Zionism, when all the forces and factias 
would unite in a supreme and coordinated effort ot upbuilding, this looked like the 
ideal moment tor it. Alas, it was not to be. The dq ot the great historical 
triumph has turned into the day ot the great quarrel. . 

LeaVing aside the question ot guilt - not that I don't hold very detinite 
views on the subJe ct - I feel that some people are guilty of short-sightedness and 
fault7 thinking. Their first grave mistake is that they seem to prefer a partner
ship w1 th "the fair-weather Zionists• to the naturel partnership •1th the old and 
tried guard ot American Zionism, Which has had such a considerable share in the 
ve17 achievement ot statehood tor Israel. Such a policy is not on].J highlJ' ~ 
becoming but ia al.so lacking 1n vision. Israel is now over the first hurdle, bit 
there will be m&Z11 more hurdles on its war, When the wholehearted cooperation of 
American Zioniam will be imperative. lhy then undermine the spirit, the en
thusiasm and devotion ot the Zionists ot America and of their leaderaT 

On the American scene, I am afraid the arrq ot f' ore es at the service ot pro
Arab propaganda 1s already very formidable. I enclose a copy ot a memo sent out 
the other day to all the local lmergency Committees, outlining the f'ar-tlung local 
anti-Zionist front in America. Yet, the same people who were set on puahing Silver 
out ot the U.J.A. are now trying to undermine and possibl7 liquidate the American 
Zionist lmergenor Council - the most etficien't political. and public relations Ol'

ganization which Zionism has ever possessed 1n any countr,. 

I am ltraid that you are getting more than you bargained tor. M7 letter, 
slo•l.7 but aurel.7, develops into an article, 110 I had better atop, here and now. 
The above oomente -, give you an idea of mr tbinJdng on the mb3eot. 

My beat ·to you, the McDonald :tam117, and 7air oolleagues and ueistanta. 
linoerel.71 

/•/ IIUa Ben-Honn 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah. Women•• Zionlal Or9anl1atlon of Amertc:a 
Mlzrachl Organization of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Organl1atlon of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 10, 1949 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

I feel that you will be interested in reeding the enclosed 
copy of a letter I received yesterday from James cDonald. I 
particularly draw your attention to the copy of his letter to 
Sidney Herold. In this connection, Abe Tuvim suggests that I 
communicate to Hy Schulson, in Washington, the passage in 

cDonald' s letter to Herold, on page 1, beginning with the words 
''For the success at Rhodes •••• ". What Tuvim has in mind is 
that Schulson may pass on this particular assage through David 
Hiles, or someone else, and this would benefit cDonald. Should 
I do this? 

The first meeting of the committee of three - on the transfer 
business - is set for tomorrow morning in \ ashington. In the 
meantime, I had a long talk yesterdaY" over the telephone with 
Sohechtmallll. It seems that the Agency is much more upset about 
this arrangement then we are. Indeed, Schechtmann intends 
"to have it out" with Epstein tomorrow. I will see what happens 
tomorrow in ashington, and I will, of course, report to you. You 
may also be interested in the attached copy of a letter I received 
from Sumner Welles. 

iith my kindest regards to you end rs. Silver, I am 

EBHaMB 
Enc. 

Sincerely, 

£ 13 .. __ . 
Eliahu Ben-Horin 
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Mr. m11ahu Ben-Horin 
80-09 36th Avenue 

'?Hi J'ORJUC. SlfflVIOB 
a, THI 

ONITmD STATZS OF AMBRIOA 

American !mbass1 
Tel.Aviv, Israel 
February 26, 1949 

Jackson Heights, New York, N. Y. 

Dear Ben-Horina 

Your letter of the 31st was doubly welcome, bringing the 
news of 7our arrival 1n New York and of your adventurous Journey am 
first weeks at home. 

I am sorry y~u did not see His Holiness and I am glad that 

you had such a satisfactory talk with Oardinal Tisserant. Do let me 
know when you have talked with the people at 62nd Street. 

It was good of you to be so generous in 7our estimate of my 

work When Jou reported on it to Dr. Silver. I hope that before you 
receive this the UJA battle will have ended, if not in a final peace, 
at least in en armistice. Pemaps we shall have to assign Bunche e..s 
Mediator! 

Your friend, Sugrue, is becoming so absorbed 1n Israel that 
it looks as though he may never leave! This week he is 1n Jerusalem and 
presentl7 goes off for several weeks to one of the kibbutzim to write. 

My own ·present feeling about the situation here 1 s summed up 
in a letter I have just dictated to our mutual friend, Herold. I 
enclose a copy for 7our personal reading. 

Thanks for letting me see the reprint on "Minor1 ties in Israel". 

It is pertinent to today's discussions of the POO. 

The familJ and Miss Olark all ·send their best wishes. 

Oordi&ll7 yours, 

/ s/ J'amea O. McDonald 
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fERSONAI, 

J. r. Sidney Herold 
Shreveport 
Louisiana, USA 

Dear Ur. Herolda 

American Embassy 
Tel Aviv, Israel 
Februarr 24, 1949 

I am gratetul to you for your cable about our Government's 
decision to raise the status of the American Hission here. 

I hope I may be worthy of the confidence the President has thus 
expressed in me and of the opportunity he has given me to work with the 
Government and people of Israel for the development of even closer relations 
between our two countries. 

It was a thrilling moment yesterday afternoon when the Foreign 
Office called to give me advance news of the decision to sign the Isra.el
JCgyptian Armistice todq. It promises to be, e.s Shertok put it, the "turning 
point". Now that Egypt has recognized Israel through this successful formal 
negotiation, none of the other Arab states can argue with any show of reason 
that "loyalty to the Arab cause" forbids their carrying on formal negotiations. 
'oreover, from what I have been told about the informal exchanges between the 

Egyptians and Isra.elis at Rhodes, the Armistice is coneidered by both sides as 
only preliminary to further immediate steps towards resumption of normal 
relations. 

For the success at Rhodes, perhaps the major credit should go to 
Bunche whose patience end energy were inexhaustible end whose objectivity com
mended the respect of both sides. But, off the record, I am glad to be able 
to add that in my opinion the policr of the President and the Department from 
the critical day, December 31, until the last crisis was past has been a clear 
force for agreement. It would not be proper for me to be more explicit but 
I em sure I do not exaggerate. 

The next weeks and months will continue nonetheless to be difficult 
but I am hopeful not so critical as those during the past year. What has been 
achieved since ay 14 is so far beyond •hat could reasonably have been ex
pected that the future should hold no insuperable obstacles, especiallJ it the 
knowledge end wisdom which has heretofore controlled major policies here con
tinue to control and if the West is realistic in its appraisal of forces in 
this area. The chief danger that I see - aside ot course from the possibilitr 
of a world cataclysm - is that sooe of the leaders of the West may insist on 
solutions here which according to the copr book are "Just and right" but which, 
disregarding the realities of the situation might invite a disastrous conflict 
between the UN and Israel. Decisions arrived at 1n Paris or Lake Success, 
often as a result ot pulling e.nd hauling on extraneous issues and which after 
a period of months have ceased to be applicable, can be extremelr dangerous if 
a serious effort is made to impose them against the will of the peoples 
directlr concerned. 



' 

- 2 -

As a lifelong student of international relations and ardent ad
vocate of an effective world organization, I am more and more convinced 
that the judgments of the Council and the Assemb].J of the UN are sometimes 
so unrealistic that the7 diminish rather than increase the chances of 
peaceful solutions. Watchin~ closely what happened in Paris and assessing 
it against the background of Tll'f knowledge of conditions here and in the 
neighboring countries, I was frequently frightened at the obvious possibility 
that the vast and cumbersome UN machinery might do more harm than good. That 
~'his was not the result was in my opinion primarily due to Dullea' leadership. 
He never posed as an expert in this part of the world but from the beginning 
he had a grasp of realities which made most of the experts look like emateurs. 

I am not defeatist about the effectiveness of international 
orgar ization but I em sure that to treat any particular decision of the UN 
as sacrosanct irrespective of its lack of applicability - the result either 
of initial unsoundness or because of changed circumstances - is to bring 
disrespect upon the UN and to weaken its prestige. I hope, therefore, that 
all those who have to do with shaping national. policies will regard UN 
decisions, e.g., that for the intematione.lization of Jerusalem, as general • 
guides rather than as binding obligations which cannot be adjusted to sub
sequent fundamental changes. 

Why don't you end Mrs. Herold come on out to Israel this spring! 
The weather will be pert ect and by then TWA and KLU will have brought western 
lilurope within eight to twelve hours of Lydda. ·~e should lme to aee you. 

Cordially yours, 

M:C James o. McDonald 
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Mr dear 14r. Ben-Horina 

Oxon Hill Manor 
0.xon Hill, MarJlend 

March 3, 1949 

I am truly grateful to you for your letter of l arch 1. 
I appreciate deeply the message you have sent me. 

Uy recovery unf'ortunatel:r has been slower than I had 
hoped and it at length became obvious that I would have to 
give up all of my work for a period ot some months if I was 
to expect to be able to resume my normal activities in the 
future. 

In any event. if the situation turns out satisfactorily, 
I shall hope to be able to resum, my column at some future 
date and in that case you may be sure your letter will be a 
source of reel encouragement to me~ 

I am doing my utmost to follow closely the course of 
developments 1n Israel and I have been rendered really happy 
by m8ll1 of the signs now apparent that some of those obstacles 
which seemed almost insuperable a year ago are being so 
successfully surmounted. 

With my renewed thanks and with my warm personal regards, 
believe me, 

r. Zliahu Ben-Horin 
80-09 36th Avenue 

Jackson Heights 

Yours very sincere].J', 

/s/ Sumner Welles 

New York, New Yoric 
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The Personsl Representative of the 
President of the United States of A.mericb 

To His Holiness Pope Pius XII 

2 Via Bonconpagni 
Rome, Italy 

March 11, 1949 

Dear Mr. Ben-Horin: 

Thank you so much for your letter enclosing a 
reprint of one of your recent articles in the New York 
Herald-Tribune ~hich I am reading with particular 
interest. 

I also ish to express my sincere appreciation 
of your very kind remarKs in connection with your 
recent visit to Rome. 

ith a~surances of entire cooperation and many 
kind regards anu best wishes, believe ll'.le, 

Eliahu Ben-Horin, Esquire, 
80-09 55th venue, 

Jackson Heights, 
New York> N. Y. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Franklin C. Cowen 
Special Assist.an to 

the Honore.ble 1~iyron C. Taylor 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Daee March ll, 1949 
( dictated but not read) 

Eliehu Ben-Horin 

The enclosed copy of a letter from Stephen 
B. L. Penrose, 1resident of the Ameri.ean University 
of Beirut, to Karl Baehr, undoubtedly represents 
an important facet 1n the anti-Zionist end anti
Israeli propaganda, and I thought that you would 
want to read it. 

Best regards. 

EBHaMB 
Enc. 
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I NII• partloularJ.T lo lhe •Jll' ... do• of ••\lataotloa oT• Ille aarupaloua ■un• 
tn whleh tu Cloftrnaenl of laael. hae ohwteA ll• ftll-•••'-' 61\l" of retpNI to• 
_,. pto\enloa of Ill• Obriallall ho~ pl_,.. •4 lhrlan oa Inaell \enilo17.• !he rN\ 
of pancnipJa 3 ill --• t.t \he -• Tela 1■ o~Ouq •el upoa a -..plet• lack of blo .. 
1.ace of th• , .... lllUa w111• ... , Ohrlatla wllo llTN 1a the _., ~ l• fllld.llar. I 
pl'IW , .. , 70ll wnll no, _"-1.lne th• a\at••' •• 001114 ... BNmiBc Uae li\817 
uae lt7 ,1ae Ianell foNff of Chn•lla --Ul'l•, eenWD\a 111A hotPlWe wh1 ooa14 'M 
._... l'del Ir Ulf ........ h•••all1.i' JW 11111111. offl'lNk the mrw la •14 ..ioo& of 
the l'alh• IIIIP•la of ,11. lloapl• of Jlotn n..e ta Jaual•• fll•• an nm\■, 1111:e 
\he apualaul au4a of Goat Jendoll .. 11b1.all al._ lhe ICN1a et Ohriatt.ae ia tu 
Sea •• •4 •• \ha ptrlllpa •till¥ NUt,t.Ye lo .. ltU he "apJIN lou of •tlataa,toa• 
Oil Ille pafl et lhe Alam.em GhJ1.8'la Pale8'1Jle Ge S\\N. 

11111. r..-rd lo pan&ftlPh 7 ot lh• ••'•-'• ---., Uae -• appN_. la an ... , 
la Ille lllpW'-loa et ••• eoANnliN Ille •• lldff. Yn enloua17 to no\ Jmow al 
erno, •Pl'Nla\e Ute fa8' thal eulDc tor 700,000 rehpff la a talk fu l>trcm4 \he 
..,.,117 m4 \Ile arparienoe of -11 aalloa• 11bloll h&ff oD17 r•enti,- MqUlrel \helr 
1a4ep•4--e _, ue abualtna \o Uftlop Iha o• 1n,naa1. na)llll7. Tai, ia aplt• 
t \hl• fM\, I haft wllh .,. .. _,.. wt\a-el NUJlraltle ettona oa the pal'I of 11o'1l 

L•aoa '7rla lo lake oan of \he r.r•- wlUda their ,..._. w rcplar oaabl,._ 
tlona ot lllOAtf' .... foot. lbal el.a• .. 7011 IJdJllr !au apt lhe ~ alt.ff lhl• 1-a 
4vi~ the ab IIOdhl 1Jl whloll U9 Nllllf ettol'la haft -- ~c8't1.Jts ,m .. r 111111 l 
wou14 r•la4 ,- thal tu Ua1,.a llatlou hu l'PID ....._ the •J1P•tl."1N of 32 aillloa 
.. llan ta aappl e'-7 •.Uat won, u lb.tr ban Nlal.U.,, ~-• ¢~1ff'1aoe4 Iha\ the 
pn"1• l• •• of nlll TUI ldenaallcmal lllpofllllN I I 11 ""1lne lalanatloul ooepe
ralloa ti• wa \t11111POftP7 •1ulloa. I .. ,.ou lo "4POP!■e al• Iha\ Ille .. .._ of._, 
refupff to ••••• tu tdal -Mr ef 41•10111 ,_ ta all of ...... <a• hal'4i, 
•apz-N• Mlltlfaa\loa• wl\ll a Nlulloa le Ule h•el.•••• of Iba arm,aa In whlah 
eNdN a pN l.• fo &r•I• Ula lhd wld.oll ll 4-ipet lo Nlfte 

I wul.l polal od, ~"- wtlll r..-,. lo the ••• Paftll'C'ht tW ner,ou • 
!au ha4 m•dft eoa\M\ wl\Ja Iker.,.._.. fftll P&1-■t1n• 11 krmiJ' aware of lhe f•t 
Iha, lhdr tl.Wlt fl& Paleetlu m aot --■-4 lr ~ laoltael ot ~ AIU llden, 

t 1a lap MUIIN 1t7 ... pale , .... of _. a N1Patca of M&b,tol•- oa \Ile 
put et 1111'11 hat L1&l u • V,lftel lr ,_ honl"1.e ■aua-. tit Dair YMtllL A 
plllle o ... 8'utN _,. bl.US.-~ •tm\at ... l■ 1lktl1' le••• .. ,..,_I eoalrol •I 
lbla 11 what M\uall7 ?tg1tuL n. ..,. will alld-' ... Ille ftl&bl le _,. tu\lp\11111 
•l ~ttiaJa _n,._.. l• a eleftl' 'bl\ of pftl ¼I .. • tu pan of ,._ aomal orpii•atloa. 
lelala ... , ... l• a~, 4-1 ., ..... 1■11ntl.11•N wld.. will .,.1.se1a •• -- u 1M . 
lll1at.-■ haft ablftel IW. '-8e fnll 1111p I'\ 16 Iarul la orcler to ooatlnu lh• eonllttoa 
of pe11,1ea1 ••• whlell -.. the ol'lclMl •--- tu I.hell' ..,.....i of the lloa18' ••• .. . ...... 

I • 1A w•--1 w!Ua lhe 1-1>• ._. .. _. la ,__...,. 4 ef \M 9' 1-1 '11&1 a 
lalarutlual 'boq lt• e8'alt11eh ... to 811f1pard ti. Beq ,1..... I 91111 pot.Jal out, llowwa, 
llad 1, la Ihle •-» lalenal oa Ille put of the .-.rlo• Qnenald thltb ta the u..1• 
'-l■ tor 41a•llafanloa wllll u • lhe pan of lhe laftel.te, •1&11 hu lei \he 8'111 
....... poallloa of OU' .,._ __ , Npl'N lallfta la J....-l.-. !bN• tan■ eboulA al• 
1te no• to 7flU 11 ,,,... TR wll1 aot ftai \hat el\be tu GoffllUl-.t of Inul o~ lb · 
lloaial olplllu.tloa la .Aa.S.• le la .,..a119 wllh -,av Tl-. ta lhoN .. , ... 

Ia PllftlNl'h t, ,- l'I 1ft _.el 111d •• Cllrltill- la Ille - •at --•ltel' ■arl•al.7 
lhelr .,,1 .... _,. latlu-• Ina& larul. I 1 pN-• \bat .,- ... •r--d411r" ·-
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v onctnal dtl..._ laaa ,_ Nl'loue17 eoad• .. oa the ba ta ot faota whi an 
., ov 11..,. .. 1. ... .,..i., I .., ..,- u., I r•••t•• \he tllll\11&1. m••- of lh• 
llale of loul an4e allhnall l .-~ appeaed "°'11. lo the ■atho4 ml • 

· pap.,H ot 1, ••• ,ani ... ,. l will .... ,., .. 1a-, po .. lo •nre •• 'MP.iNlm"-9 

•alloa ot p- •4 Iha an.Lopaet ot t.tea,. nlall•• la .. •-- aut wh1all \he 
••\alallabl•I ot \hie 9'ale bu ••61 • tittlaal.11 ~ J wou.11 1144 \hat, • far u -, 
1atlu••• Mw;4 Iaa4 1• anLallfll ... lt l• ladpSfleat OClll)arel wllh \he ett n1 
wlli _, N -1'1• upoa 1--1 fo•, 1a \lie final ~•• ii la up Ille aatioa• 
aA latentloa• of Ihle eoual17, now clffll wl .. '9l1■ Ile ••••plllon, lb.at tu fll'11re 
unlopa•t _. ■atatenoe of peaoe will ...... Paid\ .. to up. lh•efen, Uaal 
tile Aall'loaa Ohrlatlaa Pal•tille Oowltt• la tua JUI ._,.,., btluauae \o 
■- • the rtpnlDla\lfte et 1....i aA ,._ lie ...,.n-. la Ille u. •• to 111111n 

llaat, lr.r 1,. aell••• thi• .,..,..at .., ••lti, •Te 4l••lft '11• fean aa4 douMa 
wldell 1\a pNri•• anlaa haft ~ 

tbla wu.14 lt• a Jola •n!IF ot •• hlall-' ala ot \he -'GPO a4 11 wull. mppl••• 
wlk *lall Gbrletl• l ........ ..,lac_ lo ,iatlu .... tu Tl ... ot their u • N la .61-8' 
ondn•• ft •epN lo lhe 1lcm.t-Nlla8 IIPJ)roaob1 wbleb 1W an tiolse •• tor laok:1-c, 
I woull.., paNll\hnleallF lhal ~ AlU.». laM ba4 nolhiJaa el■• 1a abul aiMe 1 ■ t_... 
l• 81 ~ .... It bu la.Uenl hoa ~ ,est:nntac Iha\ the -, la wh1tll \o unlop 

• appneia,l• ot \he llel\• ...,..._ ot wee,_.. oalt•• aaA • maclel pnatl • et 
U.. pnaolpl .. ot Ohrlatla ••orsy 1■ ~ tu p •• ot elnla\l• wb1 
lanl~ M of i.a. 4ua\t.oa. art. .... hu • \lad ao mwal of 111p .. 1a1latie 
... , •mlllPl• .. pa._. a!aeere lat alloa oa lhe P°' of people teer a4 hate Iha 
pftp .,. o ~ ·-- •• ::ss:1 .. • 

tile op,laiatle «wpeotatloa \liat loul will .-we mah a pupeaa n1u 1D. tu tao• 
of all prm.oua q,.-1--. T8' We .... , Ma 'b u Ma m4 ..,,., .Ju.alltJ' 
bpllflaU•• J -.ll ..... t!aal ,-n& •wlN .,._. Tl •011811'111J1C tile '-n.n.lal etfMI 
of \be Nl~U■-•t fl Iaael la Ule lip\ O'f a -...N ..,_, of hlat-,. 

To will 111U111111-.eGF ••••• Uaa\9 ll■••e of -, opPo■i lloa te a noa-Nllcf.ou.a, piret, 
polllleal UftloJatlll, I • atWnl (J do aot f/A7 ••tl-leldl~••• ataoe '11 Arah 
al• are t■l\•)• to --- We 11•, l mull baw JW "-- 2- ■la4 tllal ena • 

. \Ida pne•• -•• u.r. •• tt.t\r JNl• alda\1 la the A.u.a~ • an IIIICtll 4 • 
~ eAr-tlli,e •-•4e ot __. •■•at•• M ...... la ..... ■'•MIIC of 1M ■-t•\ t,. I ... 

oat, -.• aiA pr., IJlat IMII' peal Ila .., ao\ 'Ile ~---•el - l11-Na.-~ 1114 S.
PftP•~ iatonaN enloae. d\MI' • Ille P-' of tu •-s.ea l,nnwml, er -.1~ 
•-•• o,..i■eM••• _. .. u All...._ Clhr1•11a Pal.eatlae .. 111.t\N. 

rt•aJ\71 ..., I --• 1W ,W:, II 1ltlN ~-• •n _., tlaa 1 • _,llel lit 
tile W-1\Nftel •'-'--' ta p....-..,h ? lo •llllnlde \be tffon■ fl6 tu tn\nnatlonal 
-•n\\7 1114 pffl'IUIIIII ot tu u.1. la PTiac di •I r-1.lef llft> •~ fls■ 
Pal .. ttu. It 1• aow tale~ •14 .,_ la hint .. if lhl• 'f'lllbe \Smee. Iara" 
... .utt lllf' lte .,_._. ••• IJle ~ of thoa-cla of 4ffll le people • _.. 
■hellerlllc id1&N'bl7 Sa 11balna hllGJtca oa 1141 foal off• lhlll a Rd. fle Nllfll 
tt...._ tu UI la no\ yet•• wir • .a,: J.mp illlale be .Ille tao\ lltal A ■,. t. 

aq,pol'I Ihle tttoll Mft 11111 79' Ma ~ ,. Ille pWftlllllll■ lliwlftl. .. I.IICQ t 
I ONN ... 1•1• _, , .. •-N wttll • at•Ael tttol'I to• lh1 tu.la •e aot 
4 .. lall~ foftMGlliac- la Ille awattae. peaple _.. ~ tr-1-.. 

t.ure. to• Ollrt ■tt.• .. tl ... 
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!he nwa.\a of lh• put elpl IIOlllh• la Pal.Nila• haw 1tee r oriel \o .,.. z\eat 
1A \lie n-De>ff• • .....-ta• of Aael'loa a4 '-'1a4. !he .rton1 of the UA!.lel wa,loaa 
~ lo a aueo•dul oo lualoa \ha po11.,. elah ,-, lalt18' haft al• --- noted, 

at now he llft1m\ Pft\1• or tel ,-4re4a o~ lhn.ae4 of .Aral, nr.c- b•• cl TIii 

• pti1aiac... Id 11bat la kaowa of the fJtf at d r_, eftll I oa the it• of lbe 
Gbru llan oar-. lbe P1UJO• of thia wrala le ,o ltr!Jlc to JOU aol1N he plf.cb' 
of \hat par\ of • al••t1ntu Gllrlastlad_. whltrh I• Imm •• the .tra1t lhllgelloal ~l al 
Oiw111n1'7. • bwm1.17 had. la Pa1."'t.u (apan fltell lnma.1otaa) 11 m...-11• a& fin 
tdaool■ rnd -., 1ena _.,, Olag an4 I,q hllp--. Wbat hall happmel \o lh•• Ohvob.• 
a4 \he 40()0 ala1Nh • 1'e 11 At the pru~ IICJllad the Clmnhet 1a l I'll •• Jaffa, 
was.-nh, •• Kah TuNf ,- flla Alar, le!.811111 -..J.eh .,. la Jmu h•••• Of Ol•a 
lu • •• 1a Illa Jm• .... mlel ,_,..WT, - lfltrl an 1a »alt hell lernto17. lhal flf 
Ula mmWlll • • ., fh_.. ue ntu olalrohell uuttenel 1-7 4lN111• la '-ellall, ~ .. 
-' l.t•C1• an4 -• rdapee tna .,__. plaoea an le '• foal la lheH ~._• I 
\he ■-.10 i_. _.. •• t...a ~od !l'llll-.1...._ IJ'ria, Lala m aal eT& (naa 11111 
Ja'pt. 

~ . 
llod of th• ~ ib•• wbo 111 th• pu\ haft111lpel the ClbaNb. 1a ...,. ._,.i-.. •• 

aow lhlllael:t' in....- ••4 ~ help. Ai.n all ha.fl lo lhnr ••m• t 11•elllaeo4. 
._,. ot 'h• haw• l••' 1 \hell' pon••■l•• while olhen ...-. able \o ~ • a f • 
lhinp like ■atu .... , 4 ele h•• "to ,-._ th-, are uh•-1•• In the pMI \heJ' hffe 
11"4 eGlifolteb~ .. • olTll ...,,.,., •••■- ahoi:s..,.-1, •• --L- 'ban- or buill 
lhelr o• h••• •4 now thtr haw, ... 41'1Tm nl of "'-tr hoae. 111d 11111• r-,, •tmer 
lhq aou14 ean, a-, ta &lllOIII geae. Olhen who Wffe OClllf'm~ _.,,. •• aow 9' a..-
1111"• b •• \hel• acm• la •m-• ta ank9 el are aow in Jewl aaau. Aa wt• 
lh• peo· >le • w1,h \he O!auoh Oouaoil wbioh r~ .. the affair• ot \he Qbvchee. At,.,. 
..,- year• tiw, ha4 allleal reaahe4 \he poml ~ ~ e.U- or11M. '!heir ••a1 c1c9' 
for CJhu9laN -· aoboel• IIIIOmllel \e • 't.P.u.ooo. ft1 Mlllmd .. hi ... for lhe ·" 
part '7 ntriaillal •t ..Uenlou fr• cn.a.ia ■116 n 4 the uaa•• fNII emNll pnp ... 
lloaaff, -.., •• hi now .,,, al IM ........ _.. alo••• U. ... •• an lh eelfte 1a 
aeed a4 nM1'1t &11 IM hnah p,oper'7 1• ta the haa4• of the J .... 

I ha-.. 11 Titl\1-, ao8' of l1a8 IOal\encl •• N of the Oo■ JW1t.'7, u4 l foua4 lbal 
1Me41 \t e\epe Jl1ltl '*• lo _vtac --• ••arr• of rttlt.r h Ill•• llllPel!INa •4 thla 
•••.,• 1 •I tnt' 1 lhe hope that 11 wlll •" U.01• wl',M, A~ lo the Clbaeh 
iJI Pal illl la l\1 hom- of ..._ A eol 1t1oa lo Palntlae•a ,reubl" hat 9'111 \o lte .1'ollllA 
a4 \ • --..... a\ha u• 1-oal. \o aM Mn a4 ave o'f ..... 

.. , apN\eG,, a ...... of ,,.,, ___ al JlN1' 4•.-1• w .,,., o..- .._ of \Jae 

Ghrlall.,.. u • a.,. ban --• Ir al \Mr ... ■ore •" ~ Paleatlae ot1e11mlel -
Ille,-. II 1• tor \he Chrlni Claullla la~ Jeat1 lo l•onauat• ,o 1M C1t.11..a11. la 
Pal aliae tf lhov&la polltleal &l!Plr tllU _., Cl-die 11d &e9'ar, \ure 1■ w1 1a the 
Chura et Obrla\ '1aal power whi• uas., .. -,. ..i,. lo rill Ill• OlmNll la Palea,1ae M 
•couapl lo r11• abOTI polltt.oal C01ld4eratioq _, l\1elt •aioi•• \he ldal8'17 ., 
rtcoaclliatloa ~oh al- 110-14 .,._,,, 11■ exleta ... lr9'hNn, p-, ti• u I aa.l 
of lhe p •' ldlffl• al 41dn .... .u Gtae aq ••P patfttl ad --'h•el 
le Ma -r tlt\lq lnllr.•'I 1a he l1' Laa4 fo• \he tu.r\her•• d the Go•al d 
J•tut Clarl,t. 

• ... -...1a - Ohalrlllll 



• A.,_ERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

' • )-42 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
I 

To Dr. Abbu Hillel Silver 

Prom Eliahu Ben-Horin 

MEMORANDUM 

Da,e arch 25, 1949 

•nclosed for yQur informatiJn is ~ copy 

of my reply to 

Best regards . 

113H:MB 
t.:nc • 
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A Ar X 

Map-. ~ a J. oMahon 
latlonal or t 1'f 
Ca\bolio r at Weltar A1 ooiation 
480 L xin 

ew ork lT, 

Dear M11r. ahona 

Maroh 21,149 

I •• ver, lad \o hear tl"OII JOU nd to know that, after 0011pletina 7ou.r 
ardw>u1 •1• ion, Jou are aafelJ back and in good ahape, I hope. It 1• ne dl••• 
to sq th t wa• di•ppoint.ed t not having had an 1nten1ew with Ilia Holin•••, 
blat 1\ a poaa1bl• tor to 1t.a7 1n be too lona. On th other hand, 
I w•• gr tl.7 pleaaed v1th tbe int nlew I bad with Oarclinal T1e1erant, who not 
onl,1 po ••• an extr• 17 oha111ing pereon lit7 and wide knovledp ot the 
Middle ~•t, tut alao a ••rt fr1 ndl.J and Wlderet diftc apil"1t. Both r th r 
Biaap d r. Gowen, ap oial •• 18\ant \o Mr. N,ron Tqlor, aetNNd • that on 
then xt oooa11on I aa 1n RoM - it I 11•• the• advanoe notice - the7 wUl be 
1lad to arrange an audieno tor • witb 11 Solin ••• 

I a pr oiate 7our Nndi.nl •• a pboto.ta\io 7 ot your lateat • ■or ... ,_ 
to \be Unit d ation1, wbioh I read with attention intereet. One at t t 
of Jour , cont ined 1n ttut tu t paragraph of - -··- a11110randwl, hall g).addened 
•1 heart. I ter, ot oour1e, to 7our te1tlaon, •to lbe genuine de 1 or tt. 
Oovenaent r I1 el t.o repair the dalila • done and \o aaintatn proper relation, 
vltb the reli11ou1 1net1tu.tee within 1ta bNndarlea. I wa• plea d to• tbat 
70v.r 11 ion to Iar el and the M1ddl• t\ OD halt ot Cardinal e......,,. .... haa 
tbua brought about the end ot • painful chapter 1n Oa\bolio-Iar ell relationa. 
lt • to • that the vaJ abould now be open tor an u.nderatandtna, al , on be 
other i \lea atlll UAder deba , alt~ I do not find 1n 709.r •taorandml anJ 
•pJ'OIN••• in \ht.a reepeot. Both on th •••tion of leruaal•, and on the -.v• 
and ■ean• ot aol•in1 ttie probl•• of tile Arab relupe1, ~ on«1,nal. poaitton 
la• int ined. la1& continue \o adYooate the 1nternatlonal1ut1on or t whole of 
leruaal , and \hi uaa ntum ot \be Arab• to Ianel. 87 ao doinl, I afraid 
JfN. woul r nder \be OOIIJ)l•te aettl ent or the Paleatlne oontro• n7 aore 
dlttiCNlt. I lllN that tbia ia not 1~ intention, t I • a.tr id that thla 
would be the etteo\. Aa 7011 know fr0II our rnia1aa di••••io:n , I di••••-- vith 
7011 on th • l11Wt, both on the ••rlt or tlMt robl•• and on p-ounda or 
raotloabU1t7. llowner, let'• talk about it again. 

Lookinl forward t.o ••inl JOU IOOD' I Nllaln 

0ordlall1 Joun, 

8H1M 



, . A'Mli,RfCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date March 29 , 1949 

Elic1hu Ben-Horin 

After a long delay, my article on the .Ar&b refugees and 
the Hoover Plan v ill definitely appear this coming Sundciy in the 
Herbld Tribune, and we shall tlrus be able to s art ~orking in 
this direction. 

I enclo e ~ copy of the first letter on the subject, hich 
I m sending today to Ted Thacln·ey of the ~ Yor::r-: PQ,st. 

Best regards. 

EBH:MB 
Enc . 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

HadaH ah, Women's Zionist Or9anlaation of America 
Mizrachl Organlaatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. Ab a Hillel S lver 
The Temple 
C1eveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 25, 1949 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

f ·e are also entitled to a little " na.J1o s" once in a 
v·hile. This rn can derive froru the enclosed copy of 
ffisgr. Mctahon's letter to ne, and especiallJ ~ron the 
memorandum ~hich the Catnolic Near Ea ·t ~elfare 
i,.ssoci&tion ha::; submit ted to the United Nations. 

I specifically i·efer to VJhat he states at the con
clusion of the first paragraph with regard to the 
desecrations. This statement of ·c&iahon's is "worth all 
the money", e.nd it's bound to be very effective in counter
acting the accusations of the anti-Israeli front . I really 
think that the ~mergency Council is entitled to a greot 
aeal of satisf&ction in having brought about this statement 
of Mcl1Lahon' s. 

On this occasion , I also enclose a copy of a letter 
I received yesterday from r . Gowen , Myron Taylor's 
special assistant in Rome. 

·1th best regards, I em 

EBH:MB 
Enc. 

SincerelY yours, 

a~ 
Eli8hu Ben-Horin 
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CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION 

480 Lexington Avenue 
New York 17, N.Y. 

PLa.za 8-2710 

President 
Francis Cardinal Spellman 

National Secretary 
Msgr. Thomas J. McMahon 

1~r. Eliahu Ben-Horin 
American Zionist Emergency Council 
542 Madison Avenue 
New Yorl· 17, New York 

Dear Mr. Ben-Horin: 

March 22, 1949 

Just back at the office for a brief spell and I 
thought I would write these fe~ lines to you and enclose 
our latest appeal to the United Nations. 

I am hopeful that we can get together in the near 
future. Unfortunately I will be out of to~n for the rest 
of the week. 

Father Biskup told me the disappointing news that 
in your passage through Rome you were unable to stay long 
enough to see the Holy Father. I, too, had to wait over 
t~o weeks for the same privilege. 

I am a 11 tt.le weary but I hope you are well rested 
after your own strenuous trip. 

My fond regardsL 

Cordially yours, 

/ s/ Thomas J . .McMahon 

TJM: ED National SecretfJ.ry. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abb~"- .1. illel Silver Date ~arch 30, 1949 

I enclose for your ii1formation a co ... y of a letter I received 
to:lay from Ar . J£1at • Un.Less I hear to the cont ary, I have n 
appointment Ii th r . Sbaret for Monday :nornin:;; , hen I int d 
t discuss 1ith him the luindling of the Jrob em of the Arab 
refugees on the Americein scene, and related 1r1atters. 

I shall, of coursa , re_.Jort to you immediately after this 
convers:1tion . 

Best regards. 
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STA'I'E 01• ISliAEL 
Mi3sion to the United States 

Washington, n. c. 

No. 2429 

Dear Ben- lorin: 

March 28, 1949 

Than c you for sending me the interesting exchange 

of correspondence between you and Msgr. cMahon. I con

gratulate you and the Emergency Council on the important 

wor'· which y~u .. 1ave done in this complicated and difficult 

field. 

\', th .. ind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Bliahu EJ.ath 

Dr. E. Ben-Horin 
American Zionist ~mer6ency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, New York 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah. Women•• Zlonial Or9anballon of America 
Mbrachl Organization of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zlonlal OrganlzaUon of America 

AIR !,AJ1 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dec:.r Dr. Silver: 

April 4, 194.9 

Thanks very much for your gracious note. 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

c.N .. hon' s memorandum to the U .N. serv d a a sign&l for a 
frontal attack on Israel by the Catholic press over the tv.o i ssues 
mentioned in your letter : the Arab refugees and tne inter
nationalizatii,on of J eru Etlem. Amer.i.9.:: took the lead by publisr..ing 
the article "Honor in Israel" in its last issue . 

\;e plE.nned an all-out cam aign here on the uestion of the 
Ar&b refugees , wnich vas to be spearheaded by my article in the 
Herald Tribune . However, I \c..S b dly let dovm by the Tribune . 
After dragging out the matter for many weeks, promisin me time 
and again that it would appear , and set ting one date after 
another for the publication of the article , and then making it 
absolutely definite for Sund&y, April 3, I received a letter from 
the Assistant 1anaging Editor , dated April 2, full of apologies , 
and undertaking to pay me for the article (which they commi sioned 
me to write and had accepted and praised itl ) . However, they 
declined to publish it because the ~uestion "is not of sufficient 
general interest at this time to justify our irinting it ••• " 

I don ' t have to tell you that this e lanation sounds fishy, 
especially when it is offered on the very eve of the U.N. session, 
rhere the ~uestion of tPe Arab refugees r.ill figure prominently . 
v·hat is the true reason is beyond my comprehension. ho was it that 
exercised pressure on the Tribune? 

This morning , I started 100.1-ing for FOS ibili ties of placing the 
article else\ihere . I phoned the Foreign 1:!,di tor of the Christi~ 
Scie!.1£~ M.Q!!itor, who s receptive to my offer, sa 7ing that he was 
interested in the probl em and woulc be glad to publish an art icle by 
me , but, of course , he cannot saJ, anything before he reads it . He 
further pointed out that the length of the rti cl e may be a hindrance . 
,e agreed that I dispatch it to him Specitl Delivery, and the day after 
tomorr&w I will .kno his decision . If it orks out, then the auspices 
of the ....Q!l.tt.2!: are as good as those of the Tribune . If not, I iill go 
on looking for some other paper 1hich command political prestige . 



- 2 -

Una.er the circumstances , I wa s lc.d that my in t erviev, with 
Sharett , which was scheduled for this morning, did not muterieli~e , 
as he was out of town . I would much r ther have my talk i, rith 
him a ter my article h s anpeared. 

with kindest regards to you and Mrs . Silver, 

Sincerely, 

<e·~ 
EBH:VJ3 Eliahu Ben- Horin 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadaaaah. Women•• Zionist Organisation of America 

Mhrachl Or9anb:atlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Ze1re Zion of America 

Zionist Organization of America 

AI R MAIL 

Dr . Abbd Hillel Silver 
The Templ e 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

April 6, 1949 

Pursuant to my letter of April 4, 1949, I received 
a telegram this morning from Mr . Charles Gratke , the 
Foreign Edi tor of the Christian Science ... ~oni tor, sayinr : 
"Can use Arab refugees but suggest compression 1000 
1ords ... " This means that the article ~ill have to be 
cut by about one-third f r om its present length. 
However, we all feel that this s oul· be done , and I 
gave my conRent this mornin~ over the telephone to 
Mr. Grat:.ce . 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hlll 2-1180 

I expect to get the pr oofs of the condensed article 
before the end f t he week, and after I O.K. them, the 
article wi ll be published and we shall then be able to 
launch the campaign for the Hoover Plan . 

Best regards . 

Sincerely, 

c-/~ 
EBH: MB Eliahu Ben- Horin 



80-09 35TH AVENUE 

JACKSON HEIGHTS 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

ILLINOIS 7-4695 

STRICTLY r"ERSONAL April 11, 1949 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr• Silver: 

If you. feel that I am "butting in 11 where I do not 
properly belong, I will, of course, abide by your ruling -
but as long as there is a cha.nee that what is going on does 
not have your approval, I feel that I must draw your attention 
to it. 

From what I hear of the developments in the Scope C01n-
i ttee, Dr. Akzin 1s job with the EmergeLcy ouncil is to be 

eli i~ated. It is true that a S'U.t:; estion was ua e that zin 
be attacl~d to the Research epa.rt Lt, but as that De,partment , 
as a whole, is to be trans erred tote A{;,e cy, wnich would not 
be inclined to increase its budget, this mf33 hardly be con
sidered a practical sue;gestion. 

I further hear that, from the outset, Akzin 1s osi tion 
w~s misrepresented to the Scope o ittee. he was listed in 
t~ re ort to the Co i ttee as head of the oli tical Departr~nt, 
and as there was 0 eneral agreement that no Political Depart ent 
was needed, t e Department with its head would be abolished. 
In fact, we never had e olitical Depart ent int e Council, and 
Akzin - like Lourie before him - is the S8 creta.ry or the Political 
Secretary of the Council. 

I am writing you all this not only because I am naturally very 
concerned About Akzin - a very close friend of .crany yea.rs 

standing, ,ho, by the way, was instrumental in bringi .g 1ll8 into 
the service of t~e Emergency Council - but mainly because the 
functions which Akzin 1~rforms are as important today as ever 
before. I, for one, cannot visualize a pro erly working machinery 
of the Emergency Council without a man of Akzin 1 s qualifications 
and talents doing his proper share. 

It looks to me like a bad mistake on the pa.rt of somebody, 
or a sad misunderstanding on the part of many. Whatever it is, 
I rely on your fairness and urrlerstanding and am hopefully looking 
forward to a timely i tervention on your part . 

Wishing you and tbe Silver f or.1ily a good and "kosher" 

Pesa.ch, 
Sincerely, 

u-~ 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauab. Women•• Zionist Orqanlsatloa of America 
Mlzrachl Orqanlsation of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist OrqcmlzaUon of America 

AIR i:AI L 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
C1eveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

April 1..,, 1S49 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

In a day or two , you will receive a reprint of my article 
"Iraq Ureed As Refuge for Arab hefugees" which a peared in yesterday ' s 
Christie.n Science MonitQr• 'ith the advent of Pesach tonight , \;e 
arranged with the office lhich makes the reprints for us to send them 
out tomorrow, together with c... considerable number of letters prepared 
in advance in anticipation of the article . 

I enclo se copies of my letters to Herbert Hoover, C .rdinal 
Tisser&nt, Senator Bre1. ster, Senator Lodge, \,illiam L. Bulli t , 
J.:.mes G. lv cDonc. ld and F. Ju ius liohs . These, more or lers , repre sent 
the types of letters which v ill be sent out. 

In ad ·tion to the aforementioned, letters are cdd~es~ed to the 
follouing: Herbert B. Swope , Feli~ Frankfurter , ~sther Herlitz, Chief 
of the American Desk at the Israeli Foreign Off ice , Emanuel Geller, 
the 1...meric~n Je\ish Congress , the American Je ish Committee , the Ant · 
Def &ma tion ea6ue , Hamil ton J! i sh rm trong , ~1a,i or lreorge Fielc.ir g ,t;liot, 
V ills.rd .t:.:spy, of the .. e der ' s Digest, Bruce Bliven, of the New Re ublic , 
Congressman Christian Herter, f Landon , Msgr . Tho 1P s J . !Jc1t':ahon 
(enclosinc copy of my letter to Cardinal Tisserant) , Charle3 Fahy, 
Herbert Feis, Fre.nk Buxton and Sumner ·, elles . 

J..s you will su ely notice , I make ,.. certain tatement in my leLter 
to Cardinal 'l'isserant, which is mainly aimed .... t the Cr..tholic hierarchy here . 
Althou I emphasized the ersonal character of m le t ter , ,hich is 
·.ritten on my person 1 stationery, I felt that I should clear i t wit h 
Sharett or ~ban. That I did. Eban, t o whom I read this l etter ov r the 
phone , :.£);;!. v.:-c of it wholenearte • 

Ki ndest regards a.nd again best -:1•ish ··s for Pes ch. 
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Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. 
Beverly 
Mass. 

Dear Senator Lodge: 

APR l 3 1949 

Slowly but surely, the problem of the Palestine Arab 
refugees emerges into the very forefront of t he Middle East 
controversy. This is natural. As long as the problem of 
aeveral hundred thousand homeless reftll;ees exists, the pressure 
of this tragic fact is bound to be felt strongly. Thia pres
sure can be eliminated on ly through eliminati0n of the problem 
itself. 

You may have read the enclosed article in the Christian 
Science Monitor. but I attach a reprint for your convenience. 
It seems to me that by now, all straight-thinking people must 
realize the utter impracticability of any plans for a large
acale return of the Arab refugees to Israel, and also that the 
Hoover Plan -- an Arab-Jewish excµange of populations -- is the 
only just and constructive solution. 

What is urgently needed, both fro~ the viewpoint of ending 
the great suffering of t he refugee masses and for stdilization 
in the Middle East, is a veritable crusade for t .e implementation 
of an internationally organized and financed settlement along the 
lines of the Hoover Plan. 

I am greatly interested in your opinion, and whether you 
would be willing to give to such an effort your very valuable 
advice and assistance. 

With my very best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

EBH:MB Eliahu Ben-Horin 
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Hon. erbe t HooYt)r 
Hotel ldorf- atori 
Park !Y ue & tr t 

e York, I. t. 

Dear Ir. Boo Teri 

call u n you ring tbe la t f• ra •• 
eo ---·- tbe ta tN ted to you or ca Nat 

a • t 7ou y ell Y got the 
• • • r li, . If u baY•, t~ cloNcl 
a • a t tl»re are pee, le ho •• t tor-
ott• lt. 

a I r1 d to • • in article, t BoOftr Pl ba• 
•••ea n • aipitlc ce a t.M oal¥ cti-1, Juat d eon-

at.Ncti Ye aolati tort.be roJal or P ••tine Arab 

F? 1 3 19 

N Ma. i.&t 18 -.ON, the 'r I D" to the lan, ill 19'9, 18 

bound to be inc 'aDlarabl.J' a re faYOr&ble than 946. Ot tbat, 
I oertaiA. 

Ill tbe latte ... 11:,, I D&Ye diac1&_.""' 

d tbe ••ibUitlea tor tbe n'ri.Yal ot the ·,Nftl"war l 
•1tla a Yi • tor ite 1• - iion on a aeoe 111.r7 ao•l• - •1:Ua 

maaber t ple. AU ot tba n t11~1U'ed p-eat 1atenet 
d a rowal.. 

I would re U, app oiate ti. o rt.lnity ot di 01a111D1 

thi• atter 1th 7ou at 7our earUeat co ffllicce. 

Bo 1n to hear troa Jou, I r &in 

IBBalB 
0 

11am B•-Borill 
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Hie Eminence Eugenio Cardinal Tisserant 
Congregazione Orientale 
Via Conciliazione 34 
Rome, Italy 

Your Eminence: 

APR 1 3 194 

Monsignor Thomas J. McMahon was kind enough to send me a photostatic 
copy of the memorandum he submitted to the United Nations upon his return 
from the Middle Ea.st. One statement of his, contained in the first para
graph of his memorandum, has gladdened my heart. I refer, of course, to 
his testimony "to the genuine desire of the Government of Israel to repair 
the damage done and to maintain proper relations with the religious insti
tutes within its boundaries." A painful chapter in Catholic-Israeli re l a
tions may now be considered closed. 

On the other hand, the memorandum maintains an uncompromising position 
with regard to Jerusalem and the Arab refugees. It demands the i nternation
alization of the whole of Jerusalem and the mass return of the Arab refugees 
to Israel. Such an attitude, I am afraid, woul d render the complete settle 
~ent of the Pal estine controversy more difficult. I am sure that this was 
not the intention of Cardinal Spellman and Monsi,nor Mc ahon, but this 
would be the effect nevertheless. 

In tne enclosed article, which appea,red in the Christian Science 
Monitor, I advocate a. solution for the problem of the Arab refugees which 
seems to me to be the onl y just, equitable and constructive way of dealing 
with this explosive issue. Indeed, t he Hoover Plan, in my judpent, holds 
out promise for an effective termination of the ref'l.1€eee' suffering and 
for a lasting settlement in the Middle East. 

I realize, of course, that what is uppermost in Monsignor McMahon'• 
mind in this connection is a desire to see the Catholic communities in 
Palestine restored. and I fully recognize t he legitimacy of this desire. 
I stro~ly doubt, however, whether the way to achieve it lies in the 
direction outlined in the memorandum. On the contrary, the way I see it, 
if the Catholic Church continues to demand a full-scale return of t he 
refU&ees -- an utterly impractical, if not impossible, p roposition, as I 
tried to show inmy article -- it will have Jut a serious obstacle in the 
way of an Israeli-Catholic agreement concerning ~he return of the Catholic 
refugees for whom, as you know, the road back would be likely to be opened. 

Since t he submission of the Catholic Near East Welfare Association's 
memorandum to the United Nations, the Catholic review, ~erica. has pub
lished an rticle "Honor in Israel", which represents a vigorous attack 
on Israel along the lines of the memorandum. It is apparent that, unless 
an understanding is reached in good time, we me,y be fe.cil".g a deterioration 
in Catholic-Israeli and Catholic-Jewish relations, which is bound to be 
harmful to 11 concerned. 



he above is, of course, a strictly personal evaluati on on my part, 
and I e.m sure that Your minence will treat it according y. Remembering, 
however, your understanding attitude and t he genuine desire on your part 
to bring about a Just solution of the issues under ~eba.te, I felt that 
it would be right for me to convey to you my thoughts on the subject. 

Assuring you of my highest respect, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

EBH:MB El iahu Ben-Horin 
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The Hon. Owen Brewster 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Brewster: 

Slowly but surely, the problem of tre Palestine Arab refugees 
e erges into the very forefront of the iddle ast controversy and 
becomes the ain weapon of the anti-Zionist f~ont in the United ~tates. 
I could provide a long list of illustraiione to this effect, but let 
le just mention a few: (a) At a. conference of the l iddle ast Insti
tute in Washi ton, the q estion of the refugees was the main topic of 
disc~ssion and of attacks on Israel; (b) The same happened at a Pro
testant conference in Pennsylvania; (c) The memorandum of the Catholic 
Near East \elfare Association to the United Nations was once again 
mainly devoted to this problem; (d) Following up the Spellman Memo
randum, the last issue of the Catholic magazine, A,.~erica, came out 
with a frontal attack on Israel, in an article "Honor in Israel"; 
(e) In the latest issue of the Federal Council Bulletin (of the 
ederal Churches of Christ) a story appeared accusing Israel of 

"persecution and ruthless xtermination of Christian Arabs by Jewish 
extremists in Palestine." 

As mentioned, I could go on almost indefinitely, but the above 
will suffice. It is al10 natural. As long as the problem of several 
hundred thousand homeless r fugees exists, the ressure of this tragic 
fact must be felt moral~r and politically oth by Israel and its 
friends throughout the world. This pressure can be eliminated only 
through elimination of the problem itself. 

You may have read the enclosed article in the Christian Science 
fonitor, but I attach a reprint for your convenience. 

It seems to me that , by now, all straight-thinking people must 
realize the utter impracticability of any plans for a large-scale 
return of the Arab reflJ€ees to Israel , and also that the Hoover Plan 
an Arab-Jewish exchange of populations -- is the only constructive and 
just solution. 

What is urgently needed, both from the viewpoint of ending the 
great suffering of the refugee masses and for stabilization in the 
Middlx East, is a veritable crusade for the impl mentation of an inter
nationally organized and financed settlement along the lines of the 
Hoover Plan. 

I am greatly interested in your opinion, and whether you would be 
willing to giv to such an effort your very valuable advice and assist
ance. 

With my very best wishes, I am 
Sincerely you.rs, 

EBH:M.B Eliahu Ben-Horin 
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Mr . F. Julius Fohs 
248 Mellie Esperson Bldg. 
Houston 2, Texas 

Dear Mr. Fohs: 

APR l ~ 1949 

You were one of the very few who were ready to endorse and to support 
the Hoover Plan, when it was originally formulated in 1945. Developments 
since then lend great urgency and importance to this Plan. Slowly but 
surely, the problem of the Palestine Arab refugees emerges into the very 
for front of the iiddle East conttroversy and becomes the main weapon of 
the anti-Zionist front in the United States. I cou ld rovide a long list 
of illustrations to this effect, but let me just mention a few: (a) At a 
conference of the ~iddle East Institute in Washington, the question of the 
refugees was the main topic of discussion and of attacks on Israel; (b) the 
same happened at a Protestant conference in Pennsylvania; (c) The memorandum 
of the Catholic Near J!1ast Welfare Association to tne United Nations was 
once BGain mainly devoted to this prob l em; (d) Following up the Spellman 
emorandum, the last issue of the Catholic magazine, America, came out with 

a frontai attack on Israel, in an article "Honor in Israel"; (e) In the 
latest issue of the Federal Council Bulletin (of the Federal Churches of 
Crr1st) a story appeared accusing Israel of "persecution and ruthless 
extermination of Christian Arabs by Jewish extremists in Palestine." 

As entioned, I could go on almost indefinitely, but the above will 
suffice. It is also natural. As long as the roblem of several hundred 
thousand homeless refugees exists, the pressure of this tra&ic fact must 
be felt morally and politically both by Israel and its friends throughout 
the world. This pressure can be eliminated only throll€;h eli ination of 
the problem itself. 

The enclosed article was supposed to have appeared a lo~ time ago , 
but it was delayed. All fforts for the revival of the Hoover Plan had 
to wait, for the article is to serve as a spearhead in the campaign which 
we are now ready to l aunch. 

Remembering your attitude at th tie, I have little doubt that you 
ill want to associate yourself ctively with this effort now. We would 
elcome any suggestions or advice on your p rt as to ho we shoul d proceed 

in shaping a program of activities which would lead to the implementation 
of t he Hoover Pl an on a necess ry scale. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Eliahu Ben-Horin 
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Hon. Willi8l11 C. Bullitt 
c/o Yale Club 
Vanderbilt Ave. & 44 St. 
New York, • Y. 

Dear Mr. Bullitt: 

APR 1 8 1949 

~uite a few years have passed since I discussed with 
you in the Yale Club in ew York the plan for the transfer 
of the Pa.lestine fellahin to Iraq. You were one of the very 
few ho favored such a solution of the problem. In the mean
time, much water has passed under the bridge, and today, we are 
facing the tragic issue of the Palestine Arab refugees and thus, 
we are brought hack to the sruae idea which some of us advocated 
years ago. 

The enclosed article was supposed to have appeared a long 
time ~o, but it was delayed. Still, it is ti~ely. In my 
judgment, there is no answer to tre problem of the Arab refugees, 
but the one outlined in this article. Sooner or later, the 
powers that be will have to arrive at the conclusion that there 
is no way back for the refugees; and also that Iraq provides 
the ideal spot for a large-scale, internationally financed ard 
internationally supervised resettlement. I wish it were sooner 
rather than later. A great deal of suffering could thus be 
elicinated, and also many millions coul d be used constrJ.Ctively, 
instead of being spent for charity. 

I am greatly interested in your opinion, and whether you 
would be willing to give to such an effort your very valuable 

dvice and assistance. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

I 

EBH:D Eliahu Ben-Horin 

. 



Q 
,~· 0 

p 
y 

Hon. James G. cDonald 
U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
American •- bassy 
Tel Aviv. Israel 

Dear Mr. cDonald: 

APR l 3 1949 

Slowly but surely, the proble~ of the Palestine Arab refugees 
emerges into the very forefront of the Middle East controversy and 
beco~es t he main weapon of the anti-Zionist front in the United 
States. I coul d .rovide a long list of illustrations to this effect, 
but let me just mention a few: (a) At a conference of the Middl e East 
Institute in Washjngton, the question of the refugees was the main 
topic of discussion and of attacks on Israel; (b) The sr-une happened 
at a Protestant conference in Pennsylvania; (c) the memorandum of the 
Catholic Near East Wel fare Association to the United Nations was once 
again mainly devoted to this roblem; {d) Fol lowing up the Spellman 
~~emorandwn, the last issue of tle Catholic magazine, America, came 
out with a frontal attack on Israe l , in an article "Honor in Israel"; 
(e) In the latest issue oft e Federal Council Bulletin (of the Federal 
Churches of Christ) a story appeared accusing Israel of "persecution 
and ruthless extermination of Christian rabs by Jewish extremists in 
Palestine." 

As mentioned, I could go on almost i ndefinitely, but the above 
will suffice. It is also natural. As long as the problem of several 
hundred thousand homeless refugees exists, the pressure of this tragic 
fact must be felt morally and politicall both by I rae l nd its friends 
thro~hout the world. This pressure can be eli~inated on y tP.rough 
elimination of t he problem itse l f. 

The enclosed rticle as supposed to have appeared a long time ago, 
but it was delayed. Still, it is timely. In my judgment, tnere is no 
answ,r to the problem of the Arab refugees, but the one outlined in 
this article. Sooner or later, the powers that be wi11 have to arrive 
at the conclusion that there is no way back for the refugees; and also 
that Iraq provides the ideal spot for a large-scale, internationally 
financed and internationally supervised resettlement. I wish it were 
sooner rather than later. j,.great deal of suffering could be thus 
eliminated. and also many millions could be used constructively, instead 
of being spent for charity. 

Do you a&ree with the above and the reasonin& of the article? If 
you do. a word from you to this effect, addressed both to the White 
House and the De~artment, would carry much weight. 

As always, 

Sincerely, 

EBH:MB Eliahu Ben-Horin 
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aoaorable Moalae Sbare t 
rorelp ■iJdater 
Baki17a 
Tel iffY, Iarael 

Dear Mr. rett1 

April U, 1N9 

Aa CNr talk did not terialise, I wU.lingly tollo 7our 
stJ.on to writ• to 7 u inatead. 

cmowc ,s,enOJ• 
You re f•111ar bllitt • •c11ahon, 

on behalf ot Cardinal :J.lmen., to t United lation1 A,1-••' atel.7 upon 
his return troa the liddle t. 1caa pboto1tat1c co 
ot hi• m .. aorandwl, to Wbtch I replied . W• hon's 
■eaorudml followed up b7 tron tal at 1 in the 
Catholic -..-•ill• Y1£ie, contained in an or in Iarael"• 
Both ■ hon' a ■ orandwa d .,,rig t f t, t 8 OU O I 

on the t o ia •• intern tiODalization J .lrl.b 
.retu .... 

• d to nit 1'i tr oti re 1 OD th• u tion or t 
~• "' util article on th1 11.1bJ ct I bliahed. It fir t 

c ed a r in the .... ...--... ... lliiiila-., but tbl7 g d out t 1 

.. tt r tor two tull th ed t to h 1 t, t 
hich till• I oceeded 1n Qhri•t.ip Nopitor. 

Alter t , wn bl• to 1tut Ollr couat.er-ott'enli ~cloaed 
cow lett r to C rdinal Tie erant 11 part ot the.t counter-off 11 T • 

I Nnt a CoP7 ot ,q etter '1'1 rant to I • I abon, and I • 
•ed to reoetn ill replJ t klad••t ad teat letter fro■ Ida, 

deaplte rq crlU.cl• ot bi• CardiJlal lpellua• atU. 
that., I d lllllc 7 • rday d t.bl'N bollr oon"r tion 
frank, outapoken d tr1 dlJ tbn bout. 

I 1iold cllabOa t t I did aot, lmo Wbat • bi a1a in --.... ch 
intrand t, atti tud• h • tbe ••ti t the re t 

.JeNaal a tbat obTio ~ DO otller aolutioa a • ible lat tt.l.► 

• t or tM fuce• 1Dtemat1 lization ot t bol.T la • ro erJ 
tbat, - Jaa\lJW .. ~ llo ol T r d ebre ha •• - I llllP ct, t t all t i 11 

IION a in d Tice OD ail rt.. To t latt.r r--•--, ba 
did not reaot, • oept tor a all . Al to t e ti t J l'\I al , he 
Mla ...... ~ t, the, • OIi aoud d •• ,..___ bold tbe 
orid■•l United ationa tioa ec111 • .....-wu to a • 
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with bia, idt ~-l .... no ia bout it; t 
tor the Chri1tian • in P .tine.• 
t Old Ci t;y one t t oontaina 
ouat or Oli T , tc. re ou ta! 

• t 
CityJ then 

ti ht 
not 

d aakeda • h t bout in ..... ___,.- • I ?• 
H :r.pliech • cau, of Jo a tit. •Bo 

bout Jah' Ce n Mt. C • • lTl• H aaids • o.• 

!a you can ...U 1 I l 
t if they want d to ip t t 1 

t to ua in ff• in o don J 
I l ill n v r t li • 
aouls to he uncer ot the ona; that unl 
Catholic bi rare • r• aon nd t ~-u~"'ent, 
there will be no n-11- • 
t t trien ... -o-V4'o end of ou ti n, co 

bJ ct, •Io o 1 t 
go, I hen Car ell 

invi t&d rq r of b ·-·....... ( to ch 
tatea-.t •-~ • c b t\u 

in thi• •iiu tion, and 1 re l t t t to a to 
n rrow do the of t oontllc gN(eaMlllt coul 
re cbed on both •OIi~•• Aocordin&l7, 1£ 1ou are 
int• tect.• To oti rot mine t t thi a 

ctly hat he , • to a, rote 
that sine• 1 return to I ort, times • en W6?l 
to eon • ill, be •id, hi1 offer tore lone, 
b.lt th a not rri 

In addition t tbe Iar eli probl •• I di• a n, t 
a • length, L on. Later th e d :y, he b7 ther 
• ad d ouk el, both ot ho■ spoke Tery etif 
ueatJ. of t atti tu.d• ot t • tm,lic Chu ch d 

the robl• o t L on. I ath r t t • en th c th t 
c n er, tio to the effect th t th i . t off th 
l•&i • to 4 • •th r A d, for Jour 1ni t n, 1 le Tin 
hree dqa ti for • • •1th • Ip ci • 1 n to brin a ut 

t TOl'«ble deciai n on. t.he u tion of L on u u 1 rel ti n-
a p bet th f tic nd th arontt P tri c te. 

"'' moyg ,,,. 

I do not o !Mat.bar Eli hU th ch nee to re rt to yOll 
on the in raal de o t n Oil aiona 1th re rd to t ro■- tion 
ot t BooYor 1 on the r1can ac •• lno 1n bo • t. •lY flT 
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7ou r du.rin the re ur t y in the tat , 1 t aight 
e hap ed that this matter n Yer 1ant d to you by th 

in its full acope. Tb t ct or the • t r i t t, tter a nral 
con ul ti • betlhl th• b&IQ', ur el • n h -··••tl1", 1 • • 
decid d to l t atter or coo erat on ~t• the • · bo i I in 
bq c• until u •• • laid th 11n • In the 

Yr, life did not sto, ~d ch th three dies cot nu 
1 ta own work in this :Cield - o • o s ot d or. in thi ti ld, 

Yer the c ' Y be - n 1 own • Thi 11, of our• , 
r rett ble, th tter it elf ia or v re t 1a ort c, both 
fro th vie int or r1 l eettl ent r th iddle item 
controversy and fro the ne ohlt or ur ~blic ~ l t i n 1n he 
United S atea. 

•ention bov•, • d to ait 1 t the l c n of ur 
tor a val, or th until • l ea d. 

felt t t an article ot -•u 1 bli e rop r 
at spear d est i lan. 

ilth<)Ug only- abort ta aed line• th public tion or 
rticle in the Chriatian Sgi- onitor, I v re d a 

n r or !aYor bl d proaiaing re otroaa fro important uarter • 
Thll•• H rbert Hoo or wrote to t t he o ~ ~ P1 to dia-
cu•s th11 tt•r 1th .. , d I Yin i t rv1e it him later 
toda7. Herbert Feia, he fora r noai AdYia o the S te 
De r t, d nry cloa• friend of S c r, cheaon, be 

other q fi in thi1 proJ ct. H wrote t t be woul be rr 
happ7 to do bateYer can to l'u.J.p ill th11 aitu tion. I • inc 

next ek, hen I ill be bl to lind out wbe er he uld be 
ill to .Uat ere c aon• • int re t. A nu r ot o r 
eopl , includiag U91,J1ator Lo 8 , rank • Buxton, George Fi ldin, 
iot, etc. Ye CoM»Di d t,c, their a roTSl and eup ,o t for 

t • i e • The I J Y rk Pp■'\. • ite th £1 ct ot T. • Th ckre7' • 
diaa p ar c f'rom the ac9fte, y • .. • 1 up 1n bi • nd •d 
t lan 1 editorial au.pport. 

e are, of c ur , only 1n the 1n1 ti l ta 
but I f el th t if it 11 con uct d in the rop r ann r 

er 07 Council 11 ·1ven the n ce o t fr t • ther 
Ir eli ~1on1 t bodie, 1tan good c nee of ere ting blic 
aentiaen'\ in r Yor or th Bo yer Plan d ossiblJ" al o ot l ringiJ\ 
ooncr te atep tor the 1apl tion of tb lan. Could eoun t n 

our be~~... cooperatio in tbia ctt 

n17 c ,l•l of 1nnu ce, • ciall.1 th St t.e D ar ant and 
D the White Hou •, 1houl be lltills d. 1th tld end in Tie I I 
rote to -, tri d, J • G. ■cDonald, a r cloa d cop • I aa 

bo tul t t h ill do e th:11 P d conT y hi Tie I to • bin toa. 

1th kind••t Niard, I -

linoerel.7 7oura, 

ID 



AIR NAIL 

Honort le osh~ ~harett 
orei m Y ini e+ er 

Haki~a 
T ,nv, Isra l 

. r. Shar tt, 

p.il 26, 1949 

In my larit r oort to you, I entioned thnt I as 
go:ln1 t.o f: ... t:! rbert Hoover. I aa glad to elate now 
that r. Ho1'vttr agreed to coop rate 1n our ork in 
com C?C ~.o 1th the proj ct for th~ eae ,i tJ.e•ent of 
th Arb re ugees. 

t the beginnin~ of' our cor. v roz.rtion, e a 
Do■ .hn.t di :;co~. n ~d b•J' th~ fact t~ ·t hi recant 
ffort t. 11 ,e ·os... ~110 nd .inintr--tion in • hin ton 

in a tUement :>roJcct in I:.. .--q ~ und no !"Gopons • 
Ho • ~-t:, • - I out.liu d ti1e p... e • d, 
ha id: " •• Go nh t 1d, nd il :,'oU n ~d p, you 
_ll hi Ve -4 t." 

Thi~ ~-:.1 all I can x oc of hiw at thi point. 
. • Hoover ill have to be c. pz·oe.chod again •1th 110 e 

dafini A;,e propos ls after so e more prelJ.a ... nur-.r ·ork 
is done r.c w,, ~ v c nc1.·e e pler.,.s. It 11 
1 porte.n t, ho t bnv ~ the definite proais 
of hi. av il 'or thl L or • 

B ·t r e.r :;. 

EBHalB Eliahu Ben-Horin 
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AIR llflle April 261 1949 

Honorable lloahe Sh rett 
Foreign Water 
Hakir,a 
Tel AYiT, Israel 

Dear llr. Sharetta 

I receiTed Monsignor I a.hon'•• ·eport on Pal.e1t1ne• this 
aorning, ubl.iahed in the lol"ll of a brochure by the Catholic Near 

t eltare !eaociatioa, und r th• title •only the leek•. e ay 
consider this an official 1tatement or Ti••• on th• part ot the 
Catholic hierarchy in America, d 7ou Will therefore be interea
ted 1n tu salient points or thia 1tateaent. 

hil• Mona:lgnor llcl(ahon' 1 re rt ii laraeljr devoted to a 
description ot the aiee17 ot the Arab r ~• • d an appeal for 
help, it cont ins aenral illportant pc,Utic ronouacementa and 
clarU'iea ti. poaition ot \be Cathol.ic C_burch in America on the 
queation of J erusal• and of the retug•••• 

l. An unreserYed reaffirmation of 11.oaaignor clahon'• arller 
1tatea•t 1ri th regard to deaecratione, etc., and hia tull a&ti► 
f ction th the treataent accorded to him du.ring his Viait to Iara 1, 
•111 be found in the following excerptea 

(a)•••• caae into Haita on the little boat, Hatilcn.h, 
careyiJlg lenah re.tu, a •ho bad apent two year, ill the 
concentration caapa on the ial d or Cypro1. I the 
eTentMn hours that we apent with th H good people on 

the crowded boat, •hi.ch proudJ.T bore the tar ot Iara.el, 
we could e bope riae in their hearts a the horiaon of 
a new boaeland, far tro• Dachau and Buch•irald, tar fro■ 
the ar±a ■-or!•• ot peraecu.Uon and oatraci•, c e eTer 
nearer. ere th• onlt Christian on :tbat 1blp, still 

e ere tba fir t to land, and thia as only the be
gillniq ot the ll&D7 courte iee xtend•d to ua during t.i. 
week■ •• ere a aoJou.mer in Iarael, bJ ciYil and milita17 
oft'iciaJ.1, by eTer, iahabitant n t.• 

(b) Under a aub-t1tl •Iara.el Awakes•, the II aaipor write11 

•0n Augu t 20th our A1aociat1on had beft torced to aake 
a protest to 'the United lation1 •• to certain oriainaJ. 
acta perpetrated bf Jen■h force• again t Christi 
peraona and pl oe1 1n Paleatine. The Yid•c• tha 



pre1•nt•d on that .Auguet day was ab10lutel.7 true, 
ho ewr web deninl.e ay be ■ade fro■ ce tain quarter•• 
Blt •• were -pleased to IH du.ring our jo rnq the •~• 
or tbe sincere deoi:re e>f the gonl'ldlellt of I1rael to 
~ish the aal.etactoro and to revair the daaag• done. 
Marchi g th:rougb Iarael, e ere Juotly proud of the tnie 
beroi-. • aa deaon1trated by our prieeta and Siatera. 
They were raain1ng 1n tb.eir poata of dut,-1 effl\ though 
aany ot their peo~ ned ~ugh anic and terrori•• 
We also tound th• aea o't ~ Iaraeli 0.Ternt,eJlt 1n it• 
Ministry or ~ou■ :&!'fair•, cbo en to treat with our 
reli1ioua 1.Jlst.itlitioDa o repax·aUone, •• of d••P 
religious to~tion, hlguet character and sincere Ullder
etaading. Tbare ftre aaq. eonTitraation1 with the higheat 
ofticial.11n the Oo.-rnaent or 1'•1 Anv, When" ex
changed 'Yi.••• on t.he relation• of their ~· dm1Di8tr tioa 
•1th ov.r CathO~c and► obri,ti peo ~••• 

2. The Oatbolic po11tion on leruNJ.• find• ,e:xpree ion in tbi 
• tolloving paaaaa•• • 

• ••• hea t~ th• I•• City f. J ru ea ia now not on,l.1-
occu.pi bl': Isrbli aill~ fare•• but alao ciYillT 
adll:\n:l1twed '17 the,_ ,;o~t, •1th 1oae ot '\he 
llini1tr1• already tran1terred troa Tel A'ri.T, ttit, doe, 
not mean that t• United I tioD■ JM.tlt :let go bf default 
1 ta p~g:na for l eNae.l• and 1 ta nroa.1, which 
• • •ooepted by *• l••• 1a OTell'ber, ia,,. Let it not . 
be aa1cl, as tM pnaent pro ~•da do•• proclaia, that tbe 
••• Cit, or Je:na•-1• ba1 no ~ placea, that th•M are 
confined ta the Old al.le Ci V• There are o•er tlttJ' 
rel~ou1 ~aces 1D the I•• Ci'tT, .- aaog tha tb!8 Upper 
Rooa, MoUllt Zion ad llount Scopua or tile Mount of Oliv••• 
And Who Will tell ue th t the c ad rootstep1 of Jeau1 
Chri1t did not tread on tho•• holy h1lle! or ca• go 
along With ti. propa,anda that a place •b•re blood•• 
been 1hed. !or eten .. • t now be owned br :the detader1. 
• •hall not gin up hope that tbe United I tiona, whioll 

aow ataiida before the bar ot biator, or fall.I before tbe 
.... on th11 ff'l!T matter t Pal ,,tine, •Ul through itl 
Co oiliatioa Co,uitaaion, now etine in th• lliddl• East, 
rea11erl its eolu.tton foit our Hal.7 Land..• 

I. T.be c'•••cl tor :ti. nWa of ta• Arab refugees 11 ooaWinecl •it.b. 
preeaure oa tiw Ualted Stat•• Cioftl'IIMllt to o • uq •xpaa•~ ol 
Iara•l b~d ~ oridnl ~•• india.W in tbe U. I. Pariitioa 
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a.a to the deairabill ty ot hia meeting i th Kcllabon i th 
a new to ro ,1 Ying hi official aewr ce on b htlf of 
the Israeli G Ternaent. lhile I had no d fini t a.dvi to 
offer, I felt that it aight be advisable to ait little 
while nd .. wha.t the r actions will be to (a) Dr. 

eiZJUnn' s ata.T.e11-t on Je.ru~alea at the al orf•/~atori 
din.nerJ (b) •,- letter to Cardiul Tis erent; (c) !ht 
deTelopaeats there wUl. be, if , follo in" my lest 
conter ce •1th sipor abon. 

I ahall. be graatl.7 interelted in hearina 7our 
eTeluation or t e 11'\uation. 

1th best Wi h 1, I • 

Si cerely your, 

l'BBallB !11 B -Horill 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauab, Women's Zionist Orqanl1ation of America 
Mlzracbl Orqanl1atlon of America 
Poale Zion-Zaire Zion of America 
Zionist Orqanl1atlon of America 

AIR MAIL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

April 28, 1949 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

During~ talk with Mr. Eban last week, we agreed that as 
soon as he let me have the account of Mr. Mayhew's statement 
in the House of Commons in London, I would write to Msgr. 
McMahon on this subject. Accordingly, I enclose a copy of icy 
letter to Msgr. McMahon and also of Mr. Mayhew's statement. 

You will also be interested in something else that Mr. 
E;t>a.n writes in his letter to me: •For your own information, 
during the present Weizmann visit to Washington, ~resident 
Truman showed a great understanding of our Jerusalem position 
but insisted that we should attempt to soothe Catholic feeling 
here. President Truman has asked Cardinal Spellman to seek an 
early talk with Dr. Weizmann at which I shall be present." 

Last night, I visited with Herbert Fels in Princeton, N.J. 
We spent a few hours together, discussing the Hoover f lan at 
length, and what Feis could do to help us. As uaua.l, he is a 
very slow-moving man and he is very much engrossed in his own 
work. However, he promised that on his next visit to Washington, 
he will make it his business to talk on the subject to both 
Secretary Acheson and Mr. Satterthwaite, the Chief of the Middle 
East Division in the State Department. He is a very close personal 
friend to bot.'ri of them. He ·will try to find out their reaction. 

I also consulted Mr. Feis as to the best channels of in
fluencing the State Department which we could find in Washington. 
He heartily approved of the letter I sent at the time to James 
McDonald in Tel Aviv asking for his pressure on Washington in 
this direction. He thinks, as I do, that McDonald will probably 
associate himself with this efrort and that his influence should 
be effective. He suggested that I see ~en Cohen, and offered to 
write to tien Cohen suggesting that he give me an interview, Feis 
thought that the best man would be Vice-President .Barkley, • if we 
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can interest him in the project. He also mentioned 
Senator Paul Douglas of Illinois who, although a new man 
in the Senate, commands considerable respect, and his 
influence is bound to grow. After the matter is presented 
by some Democratic Senators to the Secretary of State, 
Republican support for the project -would be . of help. Feis 
thought that Taft could be assistance at that stage. In 
other words, it seems to me that we have to embark on a 
full-fledged political campaign in Washington, and I would 
very much appreciate your suggestions and instructions in 
this respect. 

With kindest regards, I am 

IBH:MB 
Enc 

Cordially yours, 

_,/K 
.> 



Mltgr. 'fb.OMI J. KcN&hon 
ation&l Secr•tarJ 
thollc • r t 1r ·• eaoei ti~~ 

480 Lezin,ton ATenue 
lev lork 17, •• Y. 

Dear Mar. II hon, 

l• ril 28, l 49 

I ,;.,onder wh• ;h•r r 11 noti~-4 i.t4t811lent on th• 14ueat1on 
of' leruaal• de un A1 r1 l 14 11 .. th• Hou ot Co n• by NI'. 
Chriato b•r M vhew, Britain'• Under- tiiC etary of State. ID 
ca" JOU ••-' it, I enclo . vert"tlll ecount t • t 
Haneard. 

Jl ~ he.rd-preesed bT sellb•r• r the c,uee of Co :.1, 
Mr. Nqhew retua~ to eo'llli t the Bri tiah CQY ma. t ti-:, pport 
tor the 1nternat1onal1ut1on or J•ruaalu, c•rt inly not tor 

• 1nt•m•t1onalitetlon ot th ol• of J•ruN.l • A.1 TOU 
U ... , ~ "'1mt to •os• ·&in to ,hOv t 1 tem ti na1 

"11- ror 1•rt1- l• voul .Nn 1n the -.i 1 or ~.ut?liniatrati•• 
reaponelbi 11 t.y tor hs Uni ,,ttd Ka tion1. Ob•lov.&17, the Bri t.11h 
Genraaat b I n do:u.bta ae h• United latloaa' ability 
to ader • and prop•rl.J diacha:r,e auoh adld.oi1tratift 
~•1b1Uy. 

I 4d that I h ve ooci r • Ji beline th t • 
, 0-.-.-.... ev' • roach, on behalf ot tile British Ooyernaent, 11 
alJloat identical with th t ot the United It.at.• Ooftmaent. 

In line • th natw op 1111•, I contln • to bop tb t, 
r •7 be fO\llld Qr tla• narrold.ng do ef tb• •oop• or the 

!)r .. es,t oonn1ct bet eea. th• C ol1c nd l•re.eli Tie ointa, 
both on. th• tt• tion ot &N• l.• and ot th• A:rab retu •"• 

., .. 
lno 

incerelt 7oura, 

IUahu Ben,. 
ldnaa on ate . ltfaira 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL ..... -. ~ 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date May 3, 1949 

From Eliahu tien-Horin 

I enclose, for your information, copies 
or (a) Msgr. McMahon's letter to me; (b) ~ 
letter t ,:, Mr. El>an, both or which are self
explanatory. 

Best regards. 

IBH:MB 
Enc 



CATHOLIC Nll.R EAST WELFARE ASSOCIAnON 
480 Lexington Avenue 
Kew York 17, N.I. 

May 2, 1949 

Mr. Eliahu Ben-Horin 
Aaerican Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
llew Yorit City 17 

Dear Mr. Ben-Horin: 

Thank you for your kindness in sending me the 
copy of the remark a of Mr. tayhew. I had already read 
th•, but I am grateful to you for your vigilance in ay 
behalf. 

We sh~l s•vhether the United States Govern
aent concurs in this point of view. Unfortw1ately, the 
days ahead will be beset ~1th diffioul.tie. 

Like yourself, I should like to 1ee a narrowing 
down of the scope or the present conflict on fundwuntal 
questions, but I fear th t this is not near. 

I have been thinking often f you, and hoping 
th t these dQys ·..rould permit me to avail ayaelf of the 
moat pleasant opportunity of an excursion to Jackson 
Heights. I um being hemmed in by engage,aents, but we 
shall sk the Lord to open up a breach in this frontal 
attack made upon m by the friends of this work. 

At le 3t, we are not on the island or Cyprus~ 

Moat cordially yours, 

/ a/ Tboma3 J. McMahon 

National Seoretaey 



Honorable Aubrey Eban 
Israeli Consulate 
ll East 70 St. 
Rew York, N. Y. 

Dear Eban: 

May 3, 1949 

I phoned your office yesterday aoming and 
spoke to Mrs. Madzini. I told her that I would grea tl.y 
appreciate your letting me know what happened during 
the intern w w1 th Cardinal Spellllan. I haven' t 
heard froa you thus far, but I asSUllle that you are 
very busy w1 th the UN. Still, I hope that you will 
find a free 11.inute to give ■ea ring. 

This aorning, 1 received a reply fr011 Monsignor 
MoMahon, as per encloeed copy, to the letter I sent 
hia containing the extract of Under-Secretary Mayhew's 
stateaent in the House of Coaaons. 

Best regards. 

EBHsMB 
Enc 

Sincerely, 

!liahu Ben-Horin 
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TRANSLATI N OF Lffllfia 

OOffiDINTliL 

Mr. E. Ban-Horin 
Allerican Zionist &aergency Council 
New York 

Dear Mr. Ben-Horina 

Govemunt of Israel 
Mini1try or Religlona 
Dept. of C}'!riatian Coaunitiea 
Hakirya 

Mar 13, 1949 

First or all, low me to thank yo for your kindness in 
sending •• your book on the Middle l.ast. I read it again and again 
vi.th great intereat and found in it helpful in1truction. You are 
to be congratuled particularly on your abilit7 to exrl in thing• 
with simplicity &nd clarity, and in preaenting to the non-exert 
reader complicated probl ... which involve auch atudy and underatanding. 
Indeed,· as l have learned froa a1111.lar experience, the ·best criterion 
for the knowledge of complicated subject depend• on the abilit7 
to explain its basic principles with 11.ilplioity. Ny own knowled e 
or the Middle East ia llinill&l and your book opened the ates to 
wider horizons for•• 

I am atill waiting to receive nuaber of copi a of ay book 
on the RJliahne" ao that I can reciprocate. 

Thanks or sending•• McMahon'• aeaorandua to Try v Lie. You 
aay recall the incident which took pl ce during McMahon' s atay here, 
and hia as ertion that he never atated to the roreicn Secretary in 
Paris that the Vatican changed its position on the question or 
Jerusal•. It 11 true, as you wrote after your viait to the Vatican, 
that certain circl•• there, headed bf Cardinal Ti serant, are pos ibl.y 
inclined to agree to Jewish Jeru1al-. We, too, through our 
channel•, had indication• of such a possibility. However, it ae ... 
that the opposition won the dq. According to certain information, 
Msir. Tardini and hia helper• are atill sticking to the id• or 
Chrietian atate 1n JeNaal• and ite environs. In qy case, th• 
Pope dreaaa of Catholic aandato17 - I tal.y for inatanceJ ( the idea 
or France taking on thia Job, .... to be not to the liking or Hi• 
Rolin••• and the reasons for it are probabl7 known to you). Vith 
th• forthcolling develop11ent1 in the diacusaion1 on Jeru•al•, it !a 
very probable that w• shall take the initiative or rapprooh•ant 
with the Catholic Church. Of course, all thia ie still in the real.a 
or conjecture. If ~thin develop•, we •hall let you know. 

In the meantiae, the relat1 na here are orderl.7, as auch aa 
po aible, eap ciallJ if we take into consideration the. unavoidable 
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strain in connecti . "'1th the problllU or J eruaal• and of th• 
Arab refugees. Since you left the countr,, there is · new factor 
here, and th t 1• Msgr. George Hakia. The latter bas veey wide 
political connection• in the entire Middle last and also in the 
Chrietian c pitala in Europe. He i a 111aD or· tactics and ot 
political intrigue and the aaintenance of relations with hill 1• 
not an easy matter. 

We are vaitin r to hear froa the President about his fa110ua 
conference vi.th Cardinal Spellman and alao to hear 110re detail• 
froa you with regard to developaenta in thi• respect in the 1 at 
rev weeks. 

Because ot ay pre-occupationa, please do not reci rocate with 
regard to the te11p0 of your anaver. 

Sine rely youra, 

/s/ J cob Her~.>g 
Head or the Department 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah. Women•• Zionist Or9cmlaation of America 

Mluachl Orqaniaatlon of America 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

Poole Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Organisation of America 

AIR MAIL 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

May 9, 1949 

In line with what I discussed with you over the 
telephone last Friday, you will be glad to know, I am sure, 
that we found a good "shaliakh" to the White House. A 
few days ago, I read a col unn by Eleanor Roosevelt on 
the question of the Arab refugees, at which time I sent her 
a reprint of :uzy- Mani\~ article with a suitable letter. I 
have now received the followi~g letter from Mrs. Roosevelt: 

111 think your plan is excellent 
and I have sent it to the ~resident. 

"Many thanks. 

Very sincerely yours," 

This may help. 

Herbert Feis sent me a cop7 of a letter he wrote to Ben 
Cohen introducing me and the subject to him. It is a good 
letter and I a.m now writing to Mr . Cohen trying to get an inter
view with him. 

I enclose a reprint of my article in Harper's, hoping that 
you and Mrs. Silver may find it or interest. 

Hest regards. 

EBH:Mti 
Fnc 

Eliahu Ben-Horin 

... 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadaasah. Women•• Zlonlat Orqanbatlon of America 

Mluach1 Orqanlaatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zloa of America 

Zlonl1t Orqanlzatlon of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

M~ 16, 1949 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray HUI 2-1160 

There were the following developments with re.gard to 
the Hoover Plan: 

l. I received a warm note from ~en Cohen, and I am 
going to have breakfast with him tomorrow morning. 

2. .lfter reading a report publishedin a Philadelphia 
newspaper by Mr. Clarence E. Pickett of the .American Friends 
Service Committee, who just returned from his m:imion to the 
Middle East in connection with the Arab refugees, I sent him 
a copy of my article in the Christian Science Monito~. In 
reply, I received a letter from him as per enclosed copy. I 
do not have to tell you that the .American Friends Service 
Committee is a very important factor in this picture, and his 
letter makes rather pertinent observations. 

3. Senator :Brewster inserted my Monitor article in 
the oon,res~ional, ;secord. 

4. On Wednesday morning I am going to Washington where 
I intend to discuss the Hoover Plan with a few people including 
Undersecretary- of the Interior Oscar Chapman, Felix :rrankfurter, 
Sena.tor Douglas and Congressman Oirietian Herter. 

I shall report to you about the outcome of these con
ferences. 

IBH:SR 
Enc 

M1 veey best to you. 

Eliahu :Ben-Horin 



( COPY } 

.AMERICAN J'RI:BllDS SERVICE COMMITTD 

Mr. Eliahu l3en-Horin 
80-09 35th Avenue 
Jackson Heights, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. :Ben-Horin: 

M'111, 1949 

Our mutual friend, Judge Levinthal, sent me a copy of your article 
which appeared in the 9n:iatian Science Monit.or some time ago and I read 
it with very great interest. 

I have understood from Mr. Kirk of the FM:J that there i e a consider
able possibility of development in Iraq through irrigation. I hope thie 
will be done. 

There are, however, some considerations in addition to this sugges
tion which seem to me important. The first concerns Ierael herself. No
one can visit her neighboring Arab states without realizing the veey deep 
bitterness that exists toward Israel. lhile I realize that she cannot 
take back all who have fled, I think it would be almost fatal for her, 
in terms of relation• with her neighbors, not to go as far as the possibly 
can in receiving back dispossessed Arabs. 

A second problem, of course, arises from the fact that it would take 
at least six yea.rs to bring desert lanrl to the point of production. Noone 
has yet proposed an adAtquate answer to the problem of su.bsiatEmce during 
these six years. There are vague suggedl.ons of a 11PA,program, but nothiDg 
very specific is yet developed. 

The third problem, and a very important one, would be an additional • 
program for those who returh to Israel as well as those who go elsewhere, 
for the Arab will have to pursue modern farming methods wherever he mq 
be and t his will involTe real training. In fact, I am sure that for many 
of the older .Arabs there ia nothing but a very gloomy outlook for the;y 
will find 1 t very difficult to adapt themselves wherever they go. 

I hope that your program will be followed up. It was ver;y good of 
you to send me the article. 

CJP:rr 

Very sincerely yours, 

( signed) 

Cl.er ence i:. Pickett 
Executive Secreta1"7 
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And this is so, not merely because America. 
is the greatest nation in the world, but be
cause lt ls the treest na.tlon ln the world, and 
the happiest nation on account of lts free
dom. 

We cannot understand how much freedom 
means in this country until we come back 
from countries where freedom means 
nothing. 

Here we have freedom of thought, freedom 
or the press, freedom o! speech . 

Here we can think and say and do what 
we please as long as we do not Interfere with 
the rights and liberties of our fellow citizens. 

But the great honor and advantage o! be
Ing an American citizen carries with it an 
obllga.tlon just as great, and that obligation 
ls to preserve inviolate the rights and liber
ties and privileges which our forefathers 
won for us in blood and toil and travail, that 
we may hand this precious heritage o! free
dom and independence, or liberty and dignity, 
down to our chlldren and our children's 
children, undiminished and unimpaired. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my opinion that this 
expression is most appropriate at this 
time, and is a message well worth re
printing as we celebrate "I am an Amer
ican Day." 

Iraq Urged as Refuge for Arab Refugees 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
or 

HON. OWEN BREWSTER 
OF .MAINE 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Thursda11, May 12 (legislative day of 

Monday, April 11>, 1949 
Mr. BREWSTER. Mr. President, I a k 

unanimous consent to insert in the Ap
pendix of the RECORD an article from the 
Christian Science Monitor of Tuesday, 
April 12, 1949, entitled "Iraq Urged as 
Refuge for Arab Refugees," written by 
Eliahu Ben-Horin, who lived for many 
years in Palestine and was head of the 
Padestine News Service. I may say it is 
a subject with which I am thoroughly 
famtliar and with which I am in entire 
sympathy, the solution, I believe, not 
only of the problem of Israel but of the 
problem of the Middle East, which can be 
financed easlly by a small portion of the 
very generous oil royalties which Ameri
can and British firms are now paying 
in the Middle East. 

There being no objection, the article 
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, 
as follows: 

IRAQ URGED AS REFUGE FOR ARAB REFUGEES 

(By Eliahu Ben-Horin) 
What has the future in store for the Arab 

refugees from Isr el? Can Israel reabsorb 
them? Or can they be permanently resettled 
in a new land? 

Perhaps 600,000 Arabs have fled from Pales
tine to non-Israeli territory. They are not 
wanted in the lands to which they have fled. 
Nor are they able to find a place in the econ
omy of their present home. 

Whether the Arabs fled from fear of Jew
ish ftgh'ters or whether they were badly ad
vised by Arab leader who wished to clear the 
field, the fact remains that they have gone. 
Except for the 100,000 who stayed behind, 
the Arabs are no longer in Israel. By the 
time peace is f Uy restored, they wm have 
been gone at lea t a year. 

HOMES TAKEN OVER 

During my recent trip through Israel, I 
was interested particularly in seeing what 
had happened to prewar Arab homes and 
positions. Thus examined, the practical 
prospects for a mass Arab return emerge as 
poor. 

Let us start with the question or Arab 
homes, whether in the mixed and strictly 
Arab cities or in the Arab vlllages. In 
Jerus~m. Jaffa, Haifa, Safed, Tiberias, Acre, 
Ramleh, Arabs owned many modern houses. 
As a result o! the great onrush of Jewish 
immigrants during the past 9 months, all the 
houses flt for habitation have been taken 
over. 

Today Katamon, the Arab quarter or new 
Jerusalem; Ein Ka.rem, a township outside of 
Jerusalem; the new clty of Acre; the modern 
sections of Jaffa and Haita are inhabited by 
Jews to full capacity. 

The slum sections in most of these cities 
either have been destroyed by warfare or 
dynamited in order to clear the way for city 
planning. About 30 blocks of houses in Jaffa, 
adjoining TelAviv, now present a mass of 
ruins and masonry, while a simllar picture 
ls to be seen in the Arab parts of Haifa. In 
other words, if the Arab refugees should 
return to Israel, not one could reoccupy his 
former home. The same 1s largely true of the 
bigger and more prosperous Arab villages. 

Not only Arab homes but also Arab eco
nomic positions either have become nonex
istent or nonavailable to the Arabs. Arabs 
used to form the majority in the lower of
ficialdom of the Palestine Government. 
Thousands of them were in the employ of 
the railways, the police, or the road repair 
service. Without suggesting in the least 
that the Israeli Government will be "Arab
less"-ln fact, there are already some Arabs 
in its employ--one must conclude that only 
a limited number of Arabs can look for
ward to government posts. 

The large decrease in the size or the Arab 
rural community must cause a decrease in 
the Arab urban population. The Arab intel
ligentsia ls bound to find a much narrower 
scope of activity. Arab lawyers, doctors, 
architects, teachers, or musicians never had 
a Jewish cllentele, though Jewish profes
sional men had many Arab cllents. As things 
now have developed, the prospects of Arab 
professional workers have shrunk by 90 per
cent. The same applies to the Arab cafe 
and restaurant, cinema, newspaper, grocery 
store, and the entire spectrum of city life. 

The Arabs of Palestine are entitled, o! 
course, to flnanci• compensation for prop
erty they have left behind them. This means 
that Arab refugees from Palestine will have 
money coming to them from Israel. Wheth
er it wm be much or little, it wlll not be 
homes, jobs, and farms. 

It appears from the foregoing that it 
would be better for them, tor the Jews, and 
for Middle East tranqulllity if they used 
these sums elsewhere. 

REFUGEE PLAN CHARTED 

And such a posslbllity exists. A plan has 
been devised for a constructive solution o! 
the Arab refugee problem. I mean the 
Hoover plan, set forth by Herbert Hoover 
long before the Palestine war, and before the 
Arabs of Palestine became refugees. The 
fact that the remedy Mr. Hoover prescribed 
predated the problem in no way detracts 
from the practlcabllity and urgency of his 
plan. As Mr. Hoover explained 1n 1945: 

"In ancient times the irrigation of the 
Tigris and Euphrates Valleys supported prob
ably 10,000,000 people in the kingdoms of 
Babylon and Nineveh. The deterioration 
and destruction of their lrrlgatlon worka by 
the Mongol invasion centuries ago, and their 
neglect for ages, are responsible for the 
shrlnlcage or the population to about. 3,500,-
000 people in modern Iraq. • • • 

"My own suggestion 1 that Iraq might be 
financed to complete this great lrmd d~velop
ment on the conslderatlo1, that it b - made 
the scene or resettlement of the Arabs from 
Palestine • • • ." 

:MUTUAL BENEFIT 

"There ls room for many more Arabs ln 
such a development in Iraq than the total o! 
Arabs in Palestine. The soll ls more fertile. 
They would be among their own race, which 
ls Arab-speaking and Mohammedan. The 
Arab population of Palestine would be the 
gainer from better lands in exchange for 
their present holdings. Iraq would be the 
gainer, for it badly needs agricultural popu
lation. • • • It would be a solution by 
engineering instead of by conflict." 

Many mlllions of dollars have been spent 
and many more wlll be spent for the upkeep 
or the Palestine refugees. The United States 
has granted $16,000,000 as its share or the 
$29,000,000 allocated by the United Nations. 
All these millions wlll not solve the problem 
or the Arab refugees or produce any per
manent adjustment. To avoid misunder
standing, let it be stated that I heartily 
endorse the most generous relief for Arab 
refugees, but I see no reason to ignore the 
fact that charity unaccompanied by con
structive planning ls no remedy for a social 111. 

President Truman has proposed large-scale 
aid to undeveloped and underprivileged 
areas of the world. One hears or plans for a 
$1,000,000,000 appropriation for the Middle 
East alone. The permanent resettlement of 
500,000 men, women, and children, who lost 
their homes, fields, and shops, should be an 
integral part o! these plans. 

What Mr. Hoover visualized as a one-sided 
transfer can be developed into a plan for- an 
exchange or populations. About 250,000 
Jews live in Iraq, Syria, Lebanan, Egypt, and 
Yemen. An exchange of population 1s indi
cated, and it is seen as a benefit for all con• 
cerned. 

The formula of Mr. Hoover seeks a solu
tion by engineering instead or by conftict. 
Unless it ls accepted a bad soclo-polltical irrl
tant ls preserved, which would prove to be a 
serious obstacle on the road to peace and 
stablllty in the Middle East. 

The Case for National Health Insurance 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
01' 

HON.JAMESE.MURRAY 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Thursday, May 12 (legislative da11 of 

Monday, April 11), 1949 
Mr. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to have printed in 
the Appendix of the RECORD an article en
titled "The Case for National Health 
Insurance," written by the distinguished 
Senator from Minnesota (Mr. HUM
PHREY] and published in the New York 
Times magazine of May 8, 1949. This 
article supports the President's national 
health program. 

There being no objection, the article 
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, 
as follows: 
THE CASE J'OR NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE 

(By Hon. HUBERT H . HUMPHREY, of 
Minnesota) 

Aa a member of the new Senate subcom
mittee on health, I have Just finished my 
homework-boning up on 10 volumes or tes
timony gathered by two earlier subcommlt-
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah, Women•• Zlonlat Orqanlaatlon of Amerlc:cs 

Mlzrachl Or9anbatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zionist Orqanlzation of Amerlc:a 

AIR NAIL ---

Dr. Abb~ Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dea r Dr. Silver: 

May 17, 1949 

With reference to my last letter, I enclose for 
your information c.. copy of~ letter to Clarence 
Pickett, of the American Friends Service Committee. 

I also wrote to Judge Levinthb.l in Philadelphia, 
who is friendly wi.th Mr . Jickett, asking for his 
cooperation in winning the support of the Friends' 
organization for the Hoover Plan. 

Early this morning, I had breakfast "n--i th Hen 
Cohen. He was friendly and sympathetic but he did 
not advance any helpful suggestions. I understand 
that this is his usual way. I am hor eful that my 
conferences in Washington tomor row will be more 
productive . 

.dest regards. 

E'.BH : ?-lli 
encl. 

Sincerely, 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

P. s. I am also enclosing an extract from the Congressional 
Record containing Senator ~rewster's insertion of 11\Y" 

article in the Christie.n cience Monitor and his remarks 
------·- - -- w-_....,. 

on the subject. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah, Women's Zionist Or9cmbation of America 

Mluachi Or9cmbatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zeire Zion of America 

Zionist Orqanlzatlon of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

May 19, 1949 

I hope that before t he day is over, I 
may be able to r each you at the Sulgrave and 
give you an oral reuort of my conferences in 
lashington yesterday. 

n the meanti::ne, I enclose, for your 
information, a copy of a letter which I received 
fro Aiss Herlitz, of the Israeli Forei gn Office. 

I am also attaching an extract from a letter 
which Frank duxton wrote to Sidney Herold . I 
am sure you will enjoy reading these wonderful 
lines . 

E8H:Mo 
encl . 

Eliahu ~en- Horin 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah, Women's Zionist Or9cml&at1011 of America 

Mluacbi Or9cmbatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Zlonl1t Or9anlsatlon of America 

AIR ~lL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silvgr 
The TeJiple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

May 24, 1949 

I do not know whether you have come across a series 
of articles on the new i:nmigra tion to Israel, rublished 
in the Tel Aviv Haaret~, and written by fellow named 
.AriJeh Gelblum. 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

Gelblum dis
0 

ised himself as [... new immigrant and S")ent 
one month in ~1e absorution camos, studying conditions d ild 

t he human .material now ~ntering t he country . Thus far, he 
has written eight articles describin6 ·.•hat he saw. It is, 
in many respects, a horrid picture that he raws, but I 
have not the slightest doubt that it is a truthful picture. 
In some cases, it rerni!lds one of the book "The Naked and the 
De·d" by Mailer which y0u may have read. 

It is my feeling, shared by Sulamith Schwartz, who also 
read these articles , that Zionists in the United States, and 
certainly people in leading positions all over the country, 
should have a sober conception of all the nroblems involved 
in the absorntion of new and unlimited immigration into Is~ael . 
. eing an 11 a· ikores 11 , I doubt whether the sugar-coated 
nropaganda is pro uctive of the greatest r esult s . It seems 
to me that ~ionists in America are ma.tu.re enough to know the 
tr~th as it is, and that difficulties are apt to spur them on 
to greater effort . 

It is my suge-estion that these articles which, by the 
way , are very bly written, oe transla+ed into English and 
circularized among a selected list of chairmen and off'icers 
of Lionist 6roups all over the country. I feel that by so 
doing , we would render a service to the ~ionist cause and to 
'~ionist education i this country . However, it is for you to 
decide whe~~er this should be done or not . ~lease let me know. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Cor¢lly yours , 

~·~ 



11!'ME~CAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

• Abba Aill el Silver Date June 1 , 1949 

~liahu 0en-Horin 

Enclosed for your informati on is a copy of 
my letter to 1r . Jacob herzo , ·~1ich I ui c~ussed with 
you over the telephone this mornin. 

lliH: MB 
encl . 

est regards . {z~ 



AMjRICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Cr. Abbe Eillel Silver Date May 27, 1949 

Eli~ u ~en-Horin 

I enclose a copy o confic:.enti&.l letter I 
received this morn·ng from Mr. Jacoo Herzog, head of the 
Christic.ll Corurruni ties Der,art ·ent in the t • nistry of 
.,elifions. Son:e of 1e informE~ tion contained in t r.is 
letter may be of in erest to you. 

Best rega.rds . 

lliH:HB 
encl . 
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A"MERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

Hadauah, Women'• ZloDlat Or9anbatlon of America 

Haahomer Hataalr 
Labor ZloDlat Or9anbatloD of Amerlca-Poale Zion 

Mlsrachl Or9anbatlon of America 
United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut AYodah-Poale Zion) 

ZloDlat Or9anbatlon of America 

ZloDlata-Re'YlaloDlata of America 

AIR illL 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temole 
Cleveland, hio 

vear Dr. Silver: 

June 2, 1949 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-116 0 

I visited with Herbert Hoover this morning . I am glad to re!)ort 
that he was very well satisfied with the progress of our work on ehalf 
of the Hoover Plan. He is in favor of continuing, at least for one 
month more, the pressure on the White Hou ':>e by peopla close to the 
µresident, and waiting until then with the for.J1ation of a public com-
:ni ttee. If we see that the personal influenGes fail, then -1e shall have 
to ~orm a co.1Tu.1littee. 

He showed me a letter .,..,ib.ich he wrote to the !-'resident some time ago, 
very much along the lines of the nemorandum for the ()resiuent which I 
sent today to Mr. Niles, a co,.y of which I ave to Mr. Hoover and :1 copy 
of which is herewith enclos ed. 

Mr . Hoover also told me that Mr. Tuck, the American w~o heads the 
I . R.O., sent a lo~- cable to the ,.;resident a short w.1ile ago discussing 
the nroblem of the Arab refugees n pointing out that there is no 
solution for it outsi e of the oover ~lan . 

In Hoover's judgment, Under- ecreta.ry Weoo of the State Leoartment 
is a key person in this r~spect, • na he ,.;as very glad to hear that Niles 
promised to arrange for me to see ·.~rebb. He said that he ~nd Webb are 
very friendly but it would be better for me to see him through . iles, i.md 
after that , Hoover woulc. take it up with him. All in all, I haven't seen 
him as pleased with any thing in a long t me. fuen l left, he said hat 
I was doing eJtremely good 1,;ork nnd that he woula be happy to ~elp whenever 
he is needed . 

I also attach a copy of e letter I sent to l-1.r. Niles, together with 
the .emorandum. by the way, al though the memorandum bears my name, it was 
ctra ted b r Akzin. 

Best regards . 

H:MB liahu Hen-Horin 
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THE PR013LEM OF THE PALESTINE ARAB REFUGEES 

(Memorandum submitted by Eliahu Een-Horin, 
Author of THE MIDDLE EAST: CROSSROADS OF HISTORY) 

1. The question of the future of the Arab r fugees from Israel cont nues 

to be a source of uneasiness in international relations . Un il settled, it may 

be eXJ:ected to intensify the friction between Israel and the Arab States, to 

provoke tension bet\••een the Great PO\••er~ and the countries of the id le East , 

and to confront the v•orld with the existence of a group of frustrated and unhappy 

human bein s who might easily become prey to de'Tloralizin influences. For these 

reasons, a ra~id and satisfactory settlement of that problem appears eminently 

desirable. 

2. Further urgency is len to the que$tion by the fact that the maintenance 

of a lar~e mass of Arpb refugees in their present position of uncertainty, is 

very costly, while it does not brin,J a solution nny ne:,irer. A sum of $16,000,000 

has already been ap ronriated for the relief of the~e refugees by the U.S. Govern

ment. A similar sum has been or is being ~ppro-priated by several foreign rovern

mer. ts. This money is due to be ex-pended by next August, at which time the ques

tion of further relief expenditures will undoubtedly arise. ConQiderable amounts 

have also been provided for Arab refugee relief by rivate reliPf nge~cies and 

voluntary cont7tibuto s. These funds, too, are well-nigh exhn Qted end more wil l 

be require~. The de.ands on the U.S. Government and on Tivate fu_~ds, largely 

from the "'ill conti.nue and may have to be met a _ .... ;~n and a ,.ain . 

3~ G~o~i1 ~ re ~o~ \tion is given in all quarters to ti1e ePd to proceed 

speedil,r w:tb. t ... 1e re r·':::tt lPmPnt of the large mass of the .A:rc..b ~:-Gf ,E'..ees . It is 

::ucl t.~at even such a limited retu1n wi "' . .1. i:·. _ .. t~y· be possible 

exce 1t n,__, ~::··r. of a g 0 1ern.l resettlement scheme for thA:.: rc:·~L;2.:.) :-, n1"1. in con-

nect • on w:. th an over-all im rovement in Arab-Israeli relations. There is growing 

agreement that most of the Arab refugees in question should be enabled to settle 
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on the land or to find a place in urban occupations in the v riOU$ Ar::ib countri.es 

whose recent war against Israel has had ~o 11nch to do t,·it11 the erne--'!ence of 

t his partic1lar refugee nr0blem. It is u:1dc-::-svJr1d tha officL1ln of he Americ·n 

and the Briti~h 1J.o el';l-r.e .. t:s, as well as U i.te.:~1·1.t::..-ms circlns , t nd tow:1rds this 

vie\.1~oi.nt in g!,owu1g rr.e.:~::-u.,e, ,~nd thtct infoMal .:J.s1.;nssions are nfoot \•·ith various 

Arc1b ._r;ov)rn!nents .;o e-:v~ lore ti1e wi.llingness of the latter to coorern.te in s11ch a 

resettlement schemeo 

4. A ~eriou, dr.1nvr>r that: has to be f oced i.n t his connection is the dan. er 

of a diffusi.on of effort" Thr>re ~ ems to 'J:)(:, ~,,"le f 0 e:li.r. 6 that the mass of the 

Arab refugPer, mi_.,.ht be dist::·1 o 1ter1 amon~ t!· e r1i.:' ·eN'•nt ter1·t tor. es of th<=? Middle 

East , notcibly Transjord--·11, tr-0 .Arl.b part o~ P&JP.)tinP , Iru!" 1 Syria Pnd Lebanon . 

(Egypt has officially declu..rf:J t.:1•-t it is i.n no nositior: to a\s01b .. 1n:r of the 

Pal estine Arab refugees.) It is anderst. o od. rr:ore particularlJ tha., rn Govern1rent 

of Transjord&n is willing to c.ccept for re ::-ettJc1,1 ent 1,•i+hin the territor'iP!: ur:der 

it s control most of those refuf'ce., :presw11Rbly in consicerr..,ti(Jn of the l arge 

monetary exl)cndi tures \'rh.; ch 1.·.1ould be ade by out,..ide sour es, especiclly by the 

Government of the United States, to facilitete such , sPttJ ement. It i s open to 

serious que otion whether ruch a largP~scDle onerut ior: c0uld be successfuly accom

pli hed in the relatively arid tArritories unrer rr:ransjorden control. It is cuite 

conceivable that, once the mo~ey h,·s been erper:ded, it 1•ou]d a pear that the 

future of the refurees h, snot been assured after o]l . Sirr:ilc::.rly, o nortunities 

for the re ettlement of the ref ~oes in LebPnon and Syrja arc open to s rious 

doubt" 

The government of tho ~e count rl e , disinclined as they are at present to 

accept any considerable number of the rcfu t:ees for pen:rnr.ent residence, may be 

coaxed into doing so by the prorni ~ e of Arr er: car, largesse. But once foreign funds 

have flo ed directly or indirectly i. to the treasiries of those countri n, i~ may 
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well be that the Ar~b refugees would once ~ore find themselves facing an un

sett l ed future and therefore remain a burden on the world. Because of this , 

every effort should be made to d.ecide beforehand on the □ est feasible large

scale fChe:ne for Arab refugee resrttlement and, once the '"nS\r.'er is fo'..l?ld , to 

concentrate on its exec1ltion . Thus there wo11ld be avoided a ereot deal of• , ste 

motion , ". 'aste of fun(s , hume1n misery and international friction . 

5. From an over-all viewpoint, it seems that Iraq is the country which can 

most easily urovlrle for large- sc~le resettle~ent of all of the Arab refugres 

from I-alcstine with ~reatest benefit to the country itnelf. Fo:ir severi1l de-

1:!ades attention has been focused on I r aq ' s need for addi tioncl p opu.lation and 

on the tremendous opnortuni ties existing in that country for agricultural de

velonment4' The British Government, at the time \••hen Britain still held the 

Mc.1ndate over Ir.:::.q_ , was interested in large-scvle agricult 11ral develor..,ment there . 

I raqi statesmen themsel es raised the question from time to time. Intern;::tional 

authorities in the field of economics , nutritio~, and ~oil development have 

reneetedly drn.wn attention to this situ.e.tion in Iraq. In t t1e UnitPd St ates, Mr. 

Herbert HoovPr , amo~g others, su~gPsted i 1945, lone before there were any 

Arrb refu ees from Pr lestine, that cve1·ybody ' s interest might be sPrved by en

cour ging the large-5cale resettlement of Falestinian Arabs in Iraq. Thf' 

former I ·esidcnt -rut it as folloi.,1s : 

11 • .,.,!n ancient times tl.1.e irrigation of the Tjgrjs and Euphra.tes 
Val::.eys sunported r,robcibly 10,000 ,000 n t:10 .le in the ldnr,doms of Babyl on 
an Nineveh,, The deterior':ltion and dest111 tion of tLeir i1·ri :;,ation works 
by the Mon.gel invar.ion cPnturios Pi.go , and their neglect for ages , are 
re~ on ~i. nle for the sh rinka:"e of the nonulntion to ubo,1t ~, c::;OG , 000 r eople 
in modern Iraq~ ••• 

tiM_v o '1!l suggestion is that Ir q miglit be finc:ncf'd to com,Jle e this 
great land devPlOJJment on the con$ideration thr....t it be made the scene of 
resettlement of the Arabs from Pal stine •.•• 

11 There is r oom fo r many more Arubs in such a development in I raq than 
the total of Ara'Js in F lestine . The soil is more ferti l e., They woul d be 
among their oi-m r Lce , which is Ar~b- S!Paking and .oha."Dmedan. The Arab 
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uo-pu.lati on of Fale~tine w11uld be the gain r from better londs in exeh··1 " fnr 
their n e!'.'ent r10ldi:1P;~a Ireq wonld be the ':,c:i.-:1er, :or it b-,cll.v nf c•dG ,1. . ri
cul ·1ral conulnti on. o •• It ,,,ould be a c::olutio b. ene;;in( erin ; in:; e ad of by 
C0'1 f 1 i Ct• ., • • II 

The fFict that sevPral hundred thous~md Aro.'bR who formerly livf>d in 

Palestine now find hemselves unroot.E' only lends fnrther stren-:,; th to 1r. 

Hoover'. SUf'f."esti n. We rri1 rt reTTle''her, too, thut nve'1 t.11o~ . Arab \''ho , a.y be 

able to return to Israel w: 1 l hr,ve to unde r;"'o a ·nroce s of rehabl li tati on and 

adapt themselves to totall~r new condjtions. As Dr. 011,lrence E. Pic1<ett, Exec

utive Secretary of t:re Ar-eric .qn Friena11 SP1v· ce Con1ittee, who r cently returned 

from sunervision of the Friends' Arah rf\fa1
7e 1:: rel.lef nrot' r···:1 in So11tlu~rn Pales

tine, puts it in a let+er to me : 11 ••• The trird 1;roble 1:1, m d a very inyortant 

one, would be ~n ,.dd"tiona] -program fo • those wli.o ret,1rn to Ir-rael as well c:is 

those who go elsewhere, for the An1.b wil1 have to r,ursue odem farmin • methods 

wherever he may be '1nd thi~ \ill i:1volve rc".11. tr:i~ni 

A furth r considerction mi"lit~ti"':O' ·n favor of the choice of Iraq as 

the rloce wr: ere ::,o st of the Arab re.i.'\ig:ees rho1 .lo be e11co11ra.;:.,ed to rPsettle, is 

connected with the international s: tl1ation. As t most northenstern of the 

Arab lands, lying close to the bore.er. of the Soviet U ion, Iraq, fro 1 the 

long-range viewpoint, occunies a narticulnr)y imror '3.nt stratee-ic positio . 

But Iraq is very wea ~ internally a"!".d will re:-· ai•i o until and unless he Arabic 

element of its norulation i considerably strength ned. At present, the many 

national minoriti.es ann par icularly the ver;., r-izeable Kurdish minority fonn 

too lar e a section of Iraq's nor,ulation . The claiT!ls of the K rds to an inde

nendent Kurdistan (which would be c rved out of the t rritories of Iraq, Iran 

and Turkey) are on record. All this makes Iraq l"articularly vulnerable to 

attempts from whatever quarter to fomen trouble and ttreaten the oli tical 

stability of the area. The addition of a cons iderable number of new residents, 

Arab in race, 1oslem in religion ~nd agricultural by occupation, would greatly 



- · ., 

- 5 -

strengthen Iraq 1nternn.lly f!nd thus also hei ::;hten its chances of rests i e. he 

forces of di~order. 

7. As~,uming that the above considerr tirrns reure ent a correct ancilyeis 

of tho situation, nothing cc1n be g!:il.ned by furthf'r delay. It would SP. m best 

to have action undert3ken at once tn ~re. a1e he round for lar~ -scale develop

ment projects in Iraq. It i und r::-,tood, of co1rse 1 that thEl consent of the 

Government of Iraq to admit ht) rPf1..1i=·ee"\ in qne .. ion must be obtained. There 

is no reHson to d ')Ubt Iraq' s con 1 r ·once wi tt 'he sch ll\e if nece~ sary meo,$ur s 

are t,:ken on the din,lomati.~, fi.n:J 1ciRl c-mc1 echnic,,l lev 1~. As for the execu

tion of the -pro ·ect, conrideration m5.ght be tl'lven tn er.tr1istir." it to a suitable 

agency of the lJnited Natio s, worki g i.n cooreration wi ,h the Gover 1er.t of Iraq 

and with such oth r ;overnments or official in titution ... ris woulc. c1.Gs11ne cer ain 

responsibilities i this cornection. In order t J lift the q11est· on a o 1ce to 

the nf>cessary level of a major h11111anitarian and tatr-r•nanlike roject ·,,hi h 

would command the respect of world opini.on at lari;e v.nd of ru lie orinion in 

the United Sta+,e" more particularly I it migl1t be advi S8Dle to request the only 

living former President of the United State~, the Honor bl Herbert Hoover, to 

u.~dertake a study of thi ,reject , tocether vrith a suitc.ble comnittee. 

June 1949 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

Hadauah. Women'• Zlonlat Or9anb:aUon of America 

Haahomer Hatsalr 

Labor Zlonlat Or9anlaatlon of America-Poale Zion 

Mlaracbl Or9anlaatlon of America 

United Zlonlat Labor Party (Achdut A.-odah-Poale Zion) 

Zlonlat Or9anlaatlon of America 

Zlonlata-Rnlalonlata of America 

AIR HAIL 

Dr. bba Eillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June 6, 19/49 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-116 0 

Since I spoke to you last night on the teleohone, 
I tried to reach Hoover t bis mo rning but learned that 
he is out of town. If I don't succeed in contacting him 
tomorrow, it will have to be left until I return from 
Toronto at the end of the week. 

I spoke to Eban over the telephone, nd I am mee ing 
him tomorrow morning for L th~rough discussion, in which 
Dr. Akzin will also take part. At the sugk_ estion of 
Abe Tuvim, I am going to ask Eban how f ar they ant us 
to go in alerting Jewish and L.,ionist opinion in the 
United ~tates ri t h regard to t he unf&vorable change of 
,olicy on the y.:art of the Stute Department. 

I phoned Jud e Levinthal in J~hila.delphia, and he 
r romised to try and arrange interviews for me with 
Clarence ~ickett and E.:arl Harrison. I hope these inter
views take place by t he end of this week, after my return. 

I enclose for your infor:motion a co~y of my letter 
to M:i ss Herli tz .• 

My very best to you. 

FHH :M.l) 
encl. 

/ 
Sincerely, . 

Jfa·~ 

• . S. My forthcoming lecture in Toronto reminds me that Dr. 
Falkman never answered~ letter to him of cril 27, 
a copy of which I herewith enclose. This is ra er 
surprisir..g. 



ilR WtPe Jne 61 .1949 
(X)fflPPT,IAJ, 

Mt.a, Eatber erlltr, Chief 
riea !>ellk 

ror♦ei.p 0.fttce 
Hak1l"J"4 
Tel rtv, Israel 

Dear ~ii s HarUtzr 

Since I wrote to 70\l on ~ 19, a rev 1\lrther . ffelo nt han 
taken .. 1 :... e r1lth r9t1arcl to t:ae : oo..-er • 1an. R•r• ara the st i ortant on••• 

1 ·- I • .... loll€ an fllr, aat11taotor., inteniw. th r. n:trtd til••• He 
romiead s rull coopa-ation o tered to r~• 1nt•M1.•W'I fott • witll 

the· top . e,, l ill t !, De lir .n~ or ~ti e, e .i:l as with r. W..t Ethri ge, 
u n the latt.r•• retura to the United State,. He f\.1rlh~r reed ' a I 
prep.i.rtt .. sp c1nl .1H110rawda on the u•tio • r(.ib refu« • ~or the 

r sident. He aaaured 11.e that · th• aoiunt I •end . ~• ti-... 1 e •rand , the 
r.esi ent t·ill ••e it, • • he 1a very atcb con erned • 1 t.h t probl•. Th• 

memorand'\S tor the Pr a,ident, ~• ar closed ... o , va.e ant to . r. ilea 
three • 

2 ~ L ... . w iitk, I Yi 1 t with Herbert T r ·•gain. I· u ;l • ort th t 
he a Tery .ii aat,iafied with r • progr •• o ur wrlc on be r o th• 
Hoov r 15.n. lie 1 in J. ' wr o oolltinuing, at leut or one month aor•, the 
or s8\lre on he Vhi w Bou• b;r eo • olo • to the resident, !lld 1 tiq 
until tt en witb. the ~o tion of lie eo ttee. I we •• at the 

eraonal. influences atl, th• w s l n to rona co ttee. 

He ahowed u '"' lett r ldlich he vrote to the Pr••1 et 10 e t1m o, v 17 
mueh on , the lines o th• memorandum fort.he . sident ich I aent -
to lr. ..lea, t:!O y of . o I n to • HooTer n a ow of v ch 1• 
herr.d th encloaed, 11a Mntioned boTe. 

r. 1• Yer so told m• at • 1\lek, the , ricu who bead• the 1.1.0., 
ent a lo c bl• to t • l"reaident ahorl v U• 1acu.Ni th• robl• 

of' h• . ref es pol.nting out that there 1• no ol .. ti n for 1 t out•ide 
or • • Hoov r la:n. 

In oo..- r'1 jwipe,'\, Un eNBecretar,- ebb, o the St te 
k97 vraon in ' ia ap ct, he vaa Tel7 1 d to he&r that 
to arr • tor M to ,.. ebb. He aa1 that he and Webb ara -•- ri•IMl:b', 
but i uld b• better or to • • hill ugh . 11 •• d d r that, 

ooTer 'WOQJ. e it u.p vltll b.ia. 'll ill all• I u..,.•t, .., • :,1 .. 
an.,thl la loac ti • • I left, be • d that I • doilag eztre idJ' 
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A~RICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date June 13, 1949 

Eliahu ben-Horin 

I received two interesting and extre.rely helpful letters, 
one from Sumner 'tlelles .nd the other one fr◊m Frank ..iuxton . 
.ouxton' s l etter, especially, is "ma.de to order". I enclose, 
for your infomation, a copy of letter to Mr. Hoover 
w,:ich contains the Pertinent excerpts from the two above
mentioned letters. 

Best reg rds. 



With the Compliments 

of 

ELI \HU REN-HORIN 



mH letterhead 

The Honorable Herbert Hoover 
Hotel ijaldorf-Ast ria 
P rk Avenue & 50 St. 
New York, J. Y. 

Dear l r. 0.:>ver: , 

June 13, 191+9 

/ 
/ I feel s,1 r ~ t r,at you ·111 -rant to read two letter• 

ich I just received. One of them is from SUllDer Welles, 
J and the th:: 1• f - _ r.nk ·!. uxton, the life-lonr, editor 

of the 01Jston Herald, -l1 -.J s rve a.S & cf le An:e ·i. .. & 

aember 0f th ntl -Amer.:enn Committee o-f' In"!.·· rJ on 
I )alestine. Botn ettere a:re re ~tions tc the emo andttm 

to the -re'>ide. , co ies f w, .lch I se3t t .:1e~e entleman. 

Here are he ertin~ t ex~e ts from. •he to letters: 

Sumner ' ..• I is 11 rdly necessary for me to tell you 
that I nave r~ud the aiemorandum ·..rlt1 zt1•8f.le in ► e,,.est d 
that wnole"le:trtedl~' 9.['r~e with tne P•>lnt )f iew h t it 
ex resses as ~ell s with its major recmllf!lan ati.:-l:"lS. It is &. 

momen~ fo s ataa~anshi, and for decisive ction. Un eS8 the 
Uni•ed States supports the point of view th t y~~ ~xoress, th re 
a~• innumera le reasons why the efforts or Israel to settle ita 

, outsta:-iding lntern ti..,nal cont roveraiee • d here fter to 
dedicate 1 tself tc the :, or reoon9t,ruct1on, of resettlement, 
and to politicu ·nd material rogress will be desperately 
h ndlcapped." 

Fryk W. l:Suxtop: • ••• I have read carefully your conf'iaential 
aeaorandua and find nothing in it to vhich I cannot ssent - and 
I nt to thank you for the meaorandua d for your note. 

"Wh t magnificent climax it tould be to the career ot 
Mr. Hoover _r he could ctual initiate +he rand transfer 
vhioh you have outlined! That accomplishment would over-shadow 
hi• great feat in Belgi•. Be wow.d have credit for solvi a 
orobl• which has thwarted the best minds of the world. He would 
strike a -powerful blow for peace. He would erect barrier 
against Rus la and r.erhaps regenerate the en ire Middle F.aat. 
And the roj ct would be all he more a propriate for Mr. Hoover 
in that he Quakers, with whoa hi asociation• are so close, 
have been d i their be to relieve the plight of he hoae
leas Arabs.• 

With kindest regarda, I aa 

Veey aincerely youra, 

!8B1MB 



Ar;perican Zionist Emergency Council 

,,. () 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. /)11Je 
June 15, 1949 

1 

u 1u r • tin nd h n 
in r n 1 l , 
1 1 h 

__,....___..__,_ ___ .....,iliio,ii,I', or both. I 
• t.har or 

to ' .. , it l'fUl.&.L'-i 

Tr 1ll 1ngl, r 
in- h1 t or the .....,..ii,i,ii,iji__.,__......,_..P 

tJ1at • J 

rt l t 
n l end i t 

thi t liat ne, 
aito 01 i 
lC. rt ·ill be 

I 1 t 
di 

I 

• • ft t 
ul nd 

er ua t 1• 
roaie t 
ld 11 tb t 

a h .t be 
OU Obi• 

1 l••• Ae I told 
0 t O 1 Buxtoa 

1ntemev vi.th ill o a •t 
r i- com.in to Boato tomor , 

to Prankturter b ut the 
oo • tin,• eoi lly Yia Yla 

ote vhich c])on ld d ••r 
T1T o b al ot the • s. Go-yem ent, 

elted ror co y or b n e, icb 
bling hill to knov th• aoore. B• 

t 11 tter \fi tJI turter, 1 hout 
1 ao -, ueat.. le . •• d hl.a a 
S ci l eliftl7, th •t• 1 b ror• 
rt r. 



:11ss Eat r erlitz, Chief 
erican Den • 

Ir ell foreign Ot ice 
akiry-a 
l Ti.T, I1r el 

r Miss Herli tzt 

lune , 1949 

• Uriel H-,d sen ae • copy ot the cable llhi ch h ju t r c i ed rro you 

regardin the alleg Arreet b the Iara.ell GoTermaat of Msp-. Hakia d 

th r lfayeau, a well a the !in r• inoid•t• It 'WOuld be nry helpful it 

y u could Air Mall to ua photo■ tic oo of Pat.her fer ce ltuha1 letter to 

the iatry of ligioua Affair• dtllll1'1nl the !in ICar• incident. 

I aat to r eport to ;you in eo11e detail out the dnelo enta ot th 1 1t 

~ew da7a with re1ard to the onr Plant 

l - The B! ■ -raadua to th Pr 1id•t, co ot which I t you at tiM1 ha 

rovoted a considerable nUllber of verr faw~ l a r etione ro• aany- artera. 

'l'h1 include• Senators d Congru-, iaportant eo 1n ubllc lite, ell 
iter and Journall•ta• In ddition, • McGhee and Mr. Thorp, both Aasiatant 

Secretariu ot State, reaponded fawrebl.J to the -,randmL Th• 1tronceet co,Jlllll!•t 

1· nroba~ contained in the tollo,,J,q excerpt troa lett.r which I receiTed troa 
er Welleas 

" ••• It ia hardl.7 nee.. ry ~or to ell you t I haYe r ead the 
...,ruadull with ertr ... intereat and that I wholeheartedly re 1th the 

point ot "fiev th t it e ru ea • ell ae with it. jor recoaaendationa. 

It 1• 1101181lt or state• ahip •• d or decisiv ction. Unl ss the 
United S t• 111pport1 the int ot new that you re s, there are 
innuaar ble reaaone ~ the etrorta ot Iarael to aettle ita outstandinl 
intermtional ooatroTeraiee Dd thereatter to dedicate itaelt to th taak 

ot reoonatruotion, of r . ettleaent, d to political d teri progrea 
will be de erat~ handicap .• 

2 - L st weak, I had lUDch in Phil&delphi d th Cla.rmc E. Pickett, hecutiye 

eo tary ot tile Allffican Prienda Semce Collllittee. He gaTe a iece ot ne\19 

icb 1 rather illportaat- He told that th dq betor , he h rticipated in 

etin which toot o• 1n the State Department on the que•tion ot he Arab 
r~•••• Ia additiOll to Mr. KoGhe , Aasiatant Beere~ ot State in Charge ot the 

ddle 1t, and other State Departamt otticiala, re reaentatin• ot th nrioua 



·W f pa, oft oil coapaJliee, etc. rtici ated. in thi contereno. 
ccordlng to r. ·ickett, it was deci ed that speci rican co-.1.tt 

01 rld.lig group be pointed which would r are lana for the re-
,., ttl ent of the Arab retugeea. When I asked h1a wo w e to head th11 
coani ttee, he said that three n.aa.,a ere augg••ted in th• following order& 
!lerbert lfooyer, Ullma Cl yton and 1111 Batt. He ddad th t ooT r 

not only • first choice but it s th eneral opinion that should 
erbert Hoo..- r be wil to ccept the cbairaanahip or thi co tt •• 

1 t would Te standing d re1t1&e, nd thq voulu be ble to coun 
on the 811 port of C ngr••• and public o Won. own r, • ic ett ooa
tinued, tbere wa ao doubt whether Mr. 1 oover would be willin& to 
ucb a in t. 

I told Mr. Pickett bou Mr. oonr• vary keen intere1t in thia 
robl• d his willingn•• to hel solve it, d that I a confident th t 

it r aident Tl"UIIM extends ind ta tion to Mr. HoOTer to head neh ~ 
cOllld.ttee, he wuld, in all prob bilitJ', acoept it. Mr. Pickett wa nry 

nd to bear that, d said h 'WOl.lld co...,1&1ica.te with Mr. McGhee in the 
State ~t to !Te hill th• eood n-■• In the light or the fore,oiq, 
it aeeaa to • that we J1A7 expect 1oae definite danl.oJ1MDt• within. th nex 

rew -·· 
. .3 - In th aeantille, the 1 tter fro .. -~u..,:ee, ich I JM1Dtioned before, ha 
reached u. Pollcndng that, point.act w s aq for ae th McGh 
tor toaorrov a>rninl• I diacuaeed thia tter y aterday d th Mr. , 
conaulting with hill as to the course vh1 I 1hould puraue in conterenoe 
wit.h llcGhee toa>rrow. Mr. 1l:> lll1ll••ted th t in addition to eTer.ythinc 

, else, I try to aeoertain what 1 McGh"' • pereonal viwpoint th r ard to 
the Gua etrip propoai tioa. I ll a:>at certainl7 kee t 11 in mind. 

I will repol't to you bout "1 tall: "With MoGhH a aoon as I retum to 
w ork. 

Vi th ld.nde•t reprda, 

Sinoeraq yow.-1, 



THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS & JEWS. INC. 

NAT IONA L CO CHAIRMEN 
CH ARLES E. WILSON 
THOMAS E BRA IFF 
ROGER WILLIAMS ST AUS 

PRESIDENT 
EVERETT R CL NCHY 

GENERAL DIRECTOR 
STERLING W BROWN 

TREASURER 
ll[RB(RT J O~BORN( 

F O U N D E D I 9 2 6 

"-to promote justice, omily, underslonding and co -opcrol,on among Prol~slonls , Colho 
lies and Jews , and to analyze, moderate and finally e/,minote intergroup pre1ud,ces 
which disfigure and distort religious, business, scc,ol and politico/ relot,ons, w1lh o 
view to the establishment of o socio/ order in which the religious 1deo/1 of brotherhood 
and 1ustice shall become the standards of human relot1onsh1ps " INCCJ By lows) 

381 FOURTH AVENUE , NEW YORK 16 , N . Y. 

~ 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June 22, 1949 

Several months ago, I suggested to Dr. Everett R. 
Clinchy, President of the NCGJ, that on his next visit to 
Europe , it might be the courteous, statesmanly thing for him 
to pay a brief visit to the new country of Israel. Some 
plans for this visitation have been made , but 'With the rise 
of question of Catholic and Protestant interests in Jerusalem 
and some resulting tensions, sorac members of the staff have 
questioned the advisabi lity of a visit by Dr. Clinchy at 
this time. Would you be kind enough to give us your counsel 
on this matter? 

Very cordially yours, 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADIS~ N AVEt\UE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

r. bba 1illel Silver Date June 23, 191.i-9 

Eliahu en-Horin 

I enclose for your information ~ copy of 
rey letter t o Mis sther Herlit" , heud of the 
American DesK in the Isr! eli ~oreign Office, 
contain ng a com~rehensive rerort dbout nzy
convers..1tions in {r....s .lnr ton •,~ith regard to the 
oover lan . I .:.lso , ttach a copy o~ ... letter 

I received from~ friend vf mine which I mentioned 
in my renort to . iss · erlitz. 

clest regards . 

-, H:Yili 
encl . 

P. S. Tne friend whom I mention in m.1 letter o 
iiss rlerli tz is Heroert !-t'eis . For o vious 
reasons, I didn't ·,unt to betray his c-on
fidence y disclosing his name . 



Ille• Eathar Herli ts, Chief 
Aaericaa Deak 
Israeli rorelp Office 
llaldrya 
Tel A.Ti T, I arael 

Dear Kiss Herlitsa 

J'uae 23, 1949 

In contilmatioa ot ar report of J'ae 21, I wa.1 in Wuhincton 7eaterda7 
and had a lona talk with Mr. George llcGhee in the State Departlunt ud another 
talk vith Mr.- Dadd Illes. Upoa 1111r retura troa Vaahington, I folllid a letter 
troa. a frillld of Illa• who •1•tain• a clo•• relatiouhip with Secretar., 
Acheeoa and other aediDC ticur•• in the Departalat ot State. Thi• friend, 
witlt llbo■ I consulted 8011118 U.. aao oa the"'queation ot tll• Arab refqeea aad 
aaked him to disou.•• tbia •tter with p ople 1n the State Departaent., baa jut 
had a talt with th• Nll8 llr. IIIIGhM on thia ~••tioa and reported to • at eo• 
length the conteata of this conTereatioa. I acloae a copy for 7our 1.Dtoratioa. 
On the whole, Mr. 110Ghee expreaaed about the - vieva in th connraation with 
If" friend aa in 11111P' talk with hill 791terdq. 

HOVffer, I weat into a l-ctb7 d11cuai011 of the deairabllit, of appoiatinl 
a coad.ttee, headed by llr. HooTar, •• aooa aa po_aaible without waitiq for the 
outco• of the Lauaanae ••10Uat1ou. I al10 tried, at the requeat of It-. S., aa, 
to find out where llr. Maah•• 1tood persoaal.17 on the queaUoa ot the Gaza 1tr1,. 
On th• latter point, while Mr. llaGhN tried at t.he b.-,nn1ng to detmad the 
State ;Deparwat'• po1it.ioa, sqing tba'\ he clida't aH wbT Iarael ti•• 11p the 
question of adllltt.1111 tile 2,01000 refuc• • vitb 1ettiag the Gasa It.rip - at the 
ead ot ov co11Yeraat1oa, h• 1 wcm aa adllitted. that h• peraou]l7 would be 
pertectq rilltB1 to let I1rael ha.Te the Gaza 1trip it the7 take all th••• 
refugeea, adcHn1 that thia vow.d be n17 important coatributioa to the aolutioa 
of the whole robl• of the Arab refuc•••• 

Klloviltc that Kr. Clar•c• Pickett had alread;r into1'118d Mr. IIGGh•• of our 
collftn&Uoa ad tba'\, accord1Dl11', lmw about t.he wt11111n the aate 
~t laat welt, I had RO h .. 1 taU.on in uk1n1 Mt-. JIGlhee hov 'lhq are ro
c•ed1111 on thi• cOllld.ttN ot uperta. To thi• he aDIWWed that thq will ban 
to -wait tor ti. outco• ot the LanNnne talk• and that utortunat-17 ao prop-••• 
1• beiq •de in Lau1&nne. I took up thia point T•'rT eaergeticeJly, aayinc to 
Mr. llcGhee that I didll1 t ••• ia what wrq the two tb11111 were coanecW. Be 
adattted to•• earlier 11a the connraation, t.llat t.here waa no "lloGhee Pl.aa". 
I t.old hill th t.bat I caa adld.t that tdleN 1• ao •Hoonr Plaa". l'urthera:>re, 
at pre■ent., nobody' ia ill a poaiUoa to auver 1:be a1Jlple■t qu~1tiou, i. •• 



es tber erlits -2- Jun 23, 1949 

"How •ch .->n97 would b r quir to fin ce the re•ettl t? " re ul 1• 
money cOM ro,tl• •What rt tit 11 haYe to be giv in the tor11 ot gr nta 

t .. art could be gotten in the tora ot lo~ter11 loana? "How eh t • 
ould b a 1 ed to re ettle the retuge-1", etc., etc. I vent on to say that 

h, MoGhee, w a daman that I rael take at l st 2 ..,50,000 r e••• 
net let co ttee ot ert• j udge at nullber of re ••• Iar el would av 
take b ck in o er to ontribu it• ahar to •definite ol tion ot the whol 
robl-, • d t nuill>er ot re .• 1 oaa I1rael take b ek on the b si• ot ob-

ctin onditiou in Israel. I dded, rec>Ter, that ehou.ld esid t Nll8ll s w 
iRtereat ill 1• tter to the extant ot inYitin • Hoonr to h• 

t • 0011111ttee ot ex erte, ia ;.rould undoubtedly Ye aalutary ect on h 
negotiatlou in l.auaanne don both tile Arab State • Iar el. So, in 1, 
I diem• t ••• one r.s.son w!JT the fonllltion o ch collli tte should e eondi tion 
on t outco ot the L anne negotiation• and I did aH Jll.87 reasons why the 
e1tabli1hmnt o th • colld.ttH ahould not wait. It seeaed to , and to • 
Hyman chulaon, the head ot our Washington or ice, who cco anied , that • 

a . ree ed w1 th t • line t arguaent. He then ea.id to me that 1 t 
th ir liC7 to wid by- s.aaing th nited ation and t.hat her were thinkiq 
rather 1i1 enu or aa internatioaal boq or erta 'Which would be headed by Mr. 
Hoo:nr a the reor em ti ve or the United. Sta tea than o . :urel.7 rican coa-

t-tu. I answered. that I a v no objection to thia, but lao in t i• ca••, ther 
no juatificat1on tor delay. Mr. oGb • then aaid t thi1 • tter ot 

gr t rtanee ch uld ~equire the Seoreta.l-7 ot State's deciaion, · nd that 
• cheaon bad return d only the da7 before-·- aria. 

It wae our •••1011 t ve aYe in the right direction m that 
oGhee will eubm.t tlle •t"-r to the ecreta.ry o te. Anoth r point rth 

e tioning is hat llhile • oGhee 1poke ot the non-coo ratiYe d enn •ho tile 
tti tnde ot the I qi GOY l"DN1t.t on the eation ot absorb! the .lrab r ... ... .. -•, 

he did ata te tba t he grae wt th me w1 th r91ard to I q bebc th• best ce for 
the resettl8Mllt ot the retur e a if we I eak nd thiJlk 1n teriu ot a ermanent 
sol.ution. 

Mr. ile ted ow whether I waa sur that • • ooTer 'would cc pt the 
intment it the re id t extended an inrltation. I told hill t I • 

wre and thl t he would • w· th that hatffer taul ta . Hoover 
y ve, ch8ng1 "I hia a:ln ro one day to ther not one ot th • H then 

d that he s oi t.o s to "-he r 1ident nd let me o • . Niles 
tu.rther • baa1zed \dl.at Mr. McGhee d id earlier - th t the Pr aidant wu Tery-
c retul not to b7- aaa the United Nations an that ve ahould tbint ill 1"119 o 
United tiona body' h aded by rb• ·t Hoa.er • the chi t AMri t ti Te. 
I id that there s no objection on~ rt tot ia. 

In he light or e ore101n&, it•• rather rtant to e h d-
Jd.niatn:tin head• o th Un.it NaUona ur • the oointamt of ch bodT d 
to e th• 1k the United ta tea tor H rbert Hoo r to h d nch boq. 



, 4 

ss Esther erlit1 - .3 - June 2.3, 1949 

I hud talk thia D)rni th • Cla.rk • Eichelbeqer, head of the rican Aaaooiation tor the United tion•, Inc., d he aid th• would be willing to bring tocether th Andrew Cordier, Tr71rte Lie and othera in the United Nationa Secretariat handling the aleatine queation. I expressed -, grati tilde to h1a f'or hie v1111npe to elp but I sk h1a not to roceecl in thie tter until I had spoken to • an d mad• nre of his ap ro'ftl. • . 
I eeeing ir. an th11 atteraoon and it 1 t ia alri t w1 th hill, I will start working OD th United at1on1 o ficial• in this direction. It 1ee I to 

that should we • ble to bring about .. reaaure tro Lake Succ••• on the rican Gcwermaent to ppoiDt Hoonr to head a United Nation• co ttee on the qu• tion of the aea, thi1 will about clinch th •tter sad bring • out mTe fro reaidmt Truaaa. I 1Ming Mr. IlooTer t-omrrow temoOD. 

While 1a ington, I aav .. • Uriel H.,-d and gave h:1a an ccount r _, coDYer tioa with asre. McGhe and ·1 •• I also g Te hi• coP7 of the letter roa ther Terence to Jacob Herso1, retutiq the ccueations vith reprd to the Ein hrea incident. I urged ~. Httrd to ,.1 ride Ucit7 to t.hia le ter, to corimunioate it to the Central. C tholic Hwa Agenq, and to • t..t they blieh it, and 10 to conmnioate it to the state Depart mt. Mr. H-,d wa in full greeaent with .. , but he w1 not atre whether thia letter could be rel aed d he intend d to c le to you yeaterdq to sk tor pend.aaioa. It •- to m.e that it it were .a confidential letter, Mr. Herzog wuldn't h Te &iTen it to rl Baehr. IloveYer, I would like to urge you to release erance1 s letter wit:hout delq. 

•• 
encl. 

1th indeat regard1, I a.m 

Sincer 

Eliahu Ben-Boria 



)Ir. El.1ahu Den-Horin 
Jmericat1lioniat Council 
342 J!lt.dieon Avenue 
New York 17, l York 

dear De1Mlorin1 

JUne 24, 1949 

I should like to have your judpent on the enclosed letter so 
that I could advise· • BroWll or the Nationel Conference ot 
Chrirrtians an Jaws. 

With all good r.i.shes , I rema,j n 

o~t cordially ours, 

ADDA HILLL'L SIL 
AH 1er 
Enc. 
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Journ ... l, . .i. he ia pro erl.7 la1111ohed nd I neored loo 17. 

ccordincl.7, I tal.ephoRed .,. friend, Prank Buxton, in Boe on, 
la.1.ned tn• vnole thing to hi• ad ek him t. :lte to his friend, 

(hriatian Herter, •publioa.."l Congre1sun tro Ma1eaohuNtta, d one ot 

the eadena ot th'9 iddl• I at Tnat1 tu+.e. Mr. ll" xton • Uingly- greed to 

do t!~a, u.nd v, . ()W 9.· 1 t:'.. r- furt • aev lon t • I vi1b onl:, to 
th· t i1 thi ~. eds, it ~ h o .o,,•i r hl rt n~a to u• because 
thu f r ,". n o J b ve ons t. 

- Ruth c;· t1h • le ·t t 110rni on h r 
-----....... _.. .................... _ ........ ,... .... ~ ____ 'r_,:i_bun __ e. She t. t,o rr g to 

s o .-..... -n• . n order ble to end u f "'enD-t h.. bout 

• iat1on1 ich would be helpful to u1. HoveTer, the ribup• 
r to l- ie. S 1, • T look forwe.rd ho~ .tully •..o h r ~1► 

roli. sra.el ....nlic will, undcn btedl , • '1el ,ft to ol1r e uee. 

J 
I cl 

.a G-. Mc 

tin, 
• 

COPf f l t t cr to i\llb odor 

,MB 
encl. 

t re s. 
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A .. ·- .. z .. . mer,can ,onist Emergency Council 

MEMORANDUM 

T" The aaea>ere ot the rae idi\llU Benjw.n 
rowdy', Mrs. Ju ~ th Epstein, Rabbi Jose h 

Look tein a Baruch 7uc ~ rman 
From Elihu Ben-Horin 

l "' Jun 28, 1949 

En"'lo her wi. th l e find a co y of 
~is nt Se~ret ry or State l ~r. George c . . cGhee to i • 

~ tl.so ; RO co. i., o ~n .... xchan e of orre onden e 
r. • nbrer S. n d m,V"aelf. 

r P.. ~1 
n Jf.Y 1 

at·.on, let 
tter of r1m 

co wac; en 
~ th"' -- ues . • 

oover 'nl 

N. del~g tion. n 
in .on ,h t l , o 1lC: not . 

F:AB 
cl. 

ein~• In the att 
te urther o 

n 
es ri th r 
y, I ,.iid ~ ~v• 
• +he l r eli 
ex re sed the 
eo 1- for the 

letter, he 
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COPI 

TATI 1" IS EL 

Office ot the 11 1t 70th Str e 
\ pr en ti•• 
to be United tine 

Der Mr. n-Horin1 

I h ve nov iven rth r 
or Jun 23rd nd e encloaur. 

Yo 21, Zor 

Jun 24, 1 49 • 

udy to your letter to 
y • h follovi co 

l. I no certain hoY far ur COYel"Dllartt would 19 1 

• • 

to he arbi tratioa of. • e0111nttH or ex erta wi tb r I to wh t 1 ta 
ro er share voula be to def'in1 te aolution of th• whole robl 

Go•enment or I er el ia bound o • • ctin vi or 1 a 
ecuri ty d conoaic resilience than n t rnal body • rtin vi th a 

detini .e 1 • in 9' wr or --aum re triatton. reoTer, the nrooos 
is re dy out or d te inoe u.1. sub-co tt .. a. pointed by th• 
• 11 tion Co • ion h • no"W' arriTed 1n Iar el to carry out pree1•el.T 

1• ora of inveatig tlon. In ~h• light ot th••• r eta you • ~ona er 
wh ther th rticu.la r • tion ahoul fo r art ot y ur x noai tion 
o t 1• qua•tion. 

• ··1th re ar to the ~'Ueat1on or U •• co ttee on 
tlon o her than • •ub-co ittN alr dy a inted y in• 

ncili -. tion Commia ion, it vould ci>Tio~ be reckle ly r r r 
u to decicie at thi• • • th t • would t the U .R. Gen ral aa l.y 

;ce is action three o four nth• fro nov. To U&l••t to Mr. 
Try • Lie r. Cor ier that thq Ibo ld no be mga ed in eco 

en 1nP. the candidature of ·r. erbert Hoover or hypo etio l d 
on-existent eomnittN hat or not ••re• ut o the General 

q in 1ovlllll> r o Dectmber, would a req ear to rather 
friwloua undert king. It woul certainly be r•c~l-• for me to co t 

e Go•erna nt of' Israel to holding aucb viev • veral 110nth fro no 
in condition thllt caiL"lOt yet be enrt ed. For your er onal inf ti n, 
th ecret ry General' a line or tho ht t thia ao11ent 1• to ve the 
C ncili tion Co a ion d 11 it co atitu nt or an•• perced t he 
nit• ••ion by 1nd1Tidual conciliator r naible, lik Dr. che, 

he United ati n■ lone. · e ten to ort tbia ropo it 
o l e neceeaary to _,.,....ne car fully hov r r e nro o d • efug 
mmi1sion woulc •it into t attern. re lize, of ore, in 

r • t1 th Tiev 7ou uld ot be co ting o rnaent "r I•r el. 
wenr, 1 t 1 the r ctic• of' t. • Secret.av- General nd • r ier, 

lib never ey be r he x r•• ion r . Jewiah vievooint, to ,a • th• 
vieva o 1 •l• tion. ..ink ,., ahoul r in uneo t d thia 

•• n the o er n, y urn oti tion 1th d cone ming • 

• 



• -

over h v now . , • auch r ble ro reaa th t .it 1• n c as ry o 
ce in fro • • Govem ent of • el the r cia • r•• t o w ich it 

ahoulu l n it.a influ n • to thut 7. can no lon1;er r •t o 
jud ch a I •• told you, eu rt• 7our own view in er. 

When ro ch thin m e ri 1• nee ot th mere oaai 111 t 
Qf a 0.1. sal on on refugee• it ..r1l.l be trui tul t o rev! th 
sit tion in to decide in ~ht dir ~tin we houl t ir ct 
the . ec tary •n•r ' infiuence. 

• niahu B n-Horin 
rican Zioniat ergenc7 Council 

42 Madiaon ••nu• 
ew ork, • • 

ae1ab 

Youra ain erely, 

ubrq • an 
runent Re r•••ntatiTe 

ot Iara l to the Unit d N ti na 





SP IAL UTAIT 10 TD ICRl!ARI OP STAT 
WAIIIIGTOI 

June 22, 1949 

dear r. 8oh"1aoa1 

I t to theak you tor )"Ollr letter ot Jue 201 
1949, d tor 7our 1d.Ddn••• in HH1n1 OOP7 ot 
Mr. B...X0rla1 a Nok and the tiler inteNetina aaterial. 
I tloularl7 vant to thuak JOU tor rranai I th• tine 
ot todq th r. Hn-Jiorin, vbieh I •JoTed 1n tly. 

Tho•• ot ua hen in th• Dep&riaent of t&te con-
cerned vi the Arab nf\aeM other relat.M roblau 
1'1ll k ill llind th• •iava 70u and • Bu-H rln pre-
enW. 1 •sure you that the ~t attaobN the 

utaoat 111 ortanoe to 1olutlon or hie robl and 11 
anxioua to explore all poaaibl• int• of' new vi t.ll 
reap ct to it. 

iaoerel.7 our,, 

(aiped) Georp C. MoGhN 

Mr. ffJaan A. olml.aoa 
Aurl.oaa ' 1oniat 1C111a,Nr • ., Counoll 

Waablnat.on BvN1l 
1200 lichteeth .>t., .w. 

uhin,tn 6, D. C. 



~ 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

Hadauah. Women'• Zlolllat OrvcmbaUon of Amedc:a 
Haahomer Hataalr 
Labor Zlolllat Or9cmlsatlon of Amerlc:a-Poale Zion 
Mlsracbl Or9cmlsaUon of America 
United Zlolllat Labor Party (Acbdut A•odah-Poale Zion) 
Zlolllat 0rC)cmlsatlon of America 
Zlolllata-ReYlalolllata of America 

Dr. Abba hil lel .:>ilver 
The Temole 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. ilver: 

June 27, 1949 

I read the letter to you from l'•1r. terling '~T . 

~rown of the National Conference of C1ristians & 
Jews, Inc. and I gave the matter some thou·~ht. 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

I T..rould su~gest that Dr. Clinchy be enco1 ~aged 
not to _ostpone his visit to Isr~el . vur eA~eriences 
in the oast ha.ve shown that Isrc:1.el has a "benefici·1l 11 

effect on all visitors. 

It goes without sayinf that if Dr. Clinchy decides 
to go, we should prepare the '- round with our friends 
in Israel so th the should be ,ro.erly received and 
attended to. 

Uest regards. 

Very .rerely yours, 

~·~ 
EbH : '1b Eliahu ~en-Horin 



, 
• 

June 29, 1949 

I.Ir. Sterling • Drown 
National Conterence or Christiana & Jewa 
381 Fourth mnue 
H8W York 16, New York 

UT dear Mr. Brown 1 

I think it would be a Tel7 f'1ne thing tor Dr. Cllno!v' to 
visit Israel. The problem which have arisen with •reter
enoe to the statU11 ot Jerusalem, the Arab re1\lgeea, etc. 
are the sort or problems which the state ot Israel will 
race tran time to time in the tu.ture. I do not believe 
that a visit should be postponed on that account. 

Should Dr. CllnobJ' decide to go, it would be advisable 
tor the Iational Conf'erence to contact the Israeli ot-
tice in Hew York and in W&shingt,on so that all arrangaments 
might proper1J' be made tor his reception am for tacilitat
ing his tour ot the co\Ultry and its institutions. 

\11th all good wishes, I remain 

oat cordially yours, 

ABBA In:LLEL SILVER 
AHSaer 



♦JI IAU: 

Ill•• latlaar Barllts, Chief 
aerlcu Di k 
?null roreip ottlN 
llaJd..r,a 
Tel £a.•, Iarul 

Baar Ml•e Jferllt111 

J' • 29, 1949 

Here is anot.ber repqrt on the Hoonr lan deTalop111Dt■1 

1. :A aentioned in -, letter of Jun• 231 I waa 1oiq to ••• Mr. Eben 
t.hat fiel'IIOOll. Mr. Gideon Raphael eo partloipat.d 1a thi• talk. 
Arter I gan th• a Ml r~rt about IV' Vaahinctoa COlffWaaUona, both 
of th• felt that it would be WldMirule, or t leaat pre■s-.re, tor• 
to eta.rt working ia u.•. oirol•• on t.h• l"tllOtloa ot th• Boonr Plan • 
.lccord1Jill1', I ade4 Mr. 14.olaelNraer no\ te ~• u, appointalata tor ... 

11li• •mllll, I NMlftd •letter....,_.- llr. elaboraUnc oa h:la 
T.t...,olnt. A. yoa probu.11 haTe a ec,w ot • Eball1 1 letter, I aloae 
• ~ ., • reply. 

2. !hNe clq1 eo, I 1wl aaotlaer talk witll Renert llooftl'. • 1• 
deftai~ prepared to head. o...S.tt• for the •tudT and neatul ia
plro ■taUoa of t.lae ._..,.r ..------• It PNai4 t TN- alenu aa 111-
'd. U.oa to h1li to W.• effect, he will aooept it. 10Wffer1 h• aot onq 
prefeN moll a CovittM to'-• pm-~ Jarioaa 1a ooapcald.Uon ... 
reap,ulbili"7, bat he ia ~ clnh\fal u t.o tla• teuibW-,. ot a 
u.1. ••~--• 

.3. Vil• I oo-1•W the abo'n to Claraoe I. Pl--", he wu ff'l7 aW 
1io laaft lhu oenf1nlllttoa ot lfr. B~•• aw.S.l@iliq ft r th• obair r ■llll 
ot 01•1 lt.e, d VIM • to oo mJ oate thia to Aaaiatant ecretar, of 
State, G•rp C. MtGIIN. 

4. la t.he .... u.., Nr. S,--. -.. .. aOD, tile h ... of nr Vuldn, 
Nffiftt a lette froa llr. llalhN1 U per •&lo ... _,,. • 

5. J. •• ry of ·--·• tlle lonw Plaa, u ~• 1a let-.ra baa 
1Md1• "1!"110aalitiea OD tile All9r1oaa political 8NU1 1■ llerewitla •eloa .. 
for JOU' t.atnau •• 



•• er Berllts J • 29, 1949 

~ lut fn report., 1lhi I han tried to aake • OOlllpreheuin 
1 poad.ble, will bring 70ll ap to date on our ettorta here 1n behalt 

ot the Hooftr Plaa. I don1t baTe to tell you that I iii& great.i,' iatereat.d 
1D the Foralp Water• penoul ap raiaal ot the •1 ta&Uon. I 
thereto re abould a preeiate 1 t ••17 ch it . Sbarett vould 1 t .. haw 
hi guid 00-, ... -ta. 

With • est -;i~he•, I 

SJ.noerel.7 yours, 

Ha Ill u Ban-..uu 
eel. 

• • In agre t ":i ~ Maasr • ll.,-d dlld Z1L4er, ta rioan Cbriati 
••tin Ce tt eh s iasued the ncloa •• on the area 

1nc1d t. 



COPJ 

AIR MilL 

Ml.a tath r Herlit&, Chief 
•riean Desk 

I r eli Foreign Office 
Haki17a 
el ri•, ls el 

Der Mis Her.litza 

June JO, 1949 

teaterd y I recei•ed a letter from Cardinal Tia er 
in Rou, copy ot ., ich l enclo •• Although tbe C rdinal 

es n~ detinite statement• ot any kl .din thi• etter, 
I thoueht that you milht •h to •• i becauae of 1 ta 
general rri dly t.enor nd the !Oncem he ex.pre•••• oyer 
th uestion or the Arab re.tu&• • In thia onnection, it'• worthwhil "ping in ind \ffiat F th r Awad reported upon 
his return rom R e, ely that C rdinal Tie er t tol hi : t hft ., s in ta-.or or h• Hoov r l • 

I .1 o clo • 00!"7 of l tt r wrote to Go • c. 
cGhee, the new Aa. i•tant ecretary of State in h rae ot Ne r stem and African Affaira. 

Beat regarde. 

EaH1NB 
ancl. 

incerely yours, 

lliahu n-Horin 



1·1r. Eliahu en-rlorin 
80-09 35th Avenue 
J&ckson Heights, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: 

June 24, 1949 

I thank you very much for the articles you sent 

me, renrinted from New Y:... rk Heral d T-ribune t..nu from Harper's 

i1arazine . .doth i 11terested me. From ; h ... t I hear from :.a1estine 

ana a jacent countries, it seems that the · roblem of refugees 

does not make any ro~ress , and it is oo au, because they 

become mo ~e nervous and it is t o be f e· red t ha t they will 

succeed in making more nervous too the 0 overnments and eoples 

of those countries. 

You ½ave heard perhaps that Msgr. Thomas J. Mc/iahon 

is again on the spot for more help to refu ees. 

lease accept xey- best regards and believe me 

Sincerely yours, 

( signed) Eue enio Cardinal Tisserant 
ishop of t orto and Santa R1 fina 



L!TTIRHIAl> 
June 29, 1949 

!he Honor bl• toge C. McGhN 
State Depart.mat 
aahinct,on, D. c. 
ar r. oC1leea 

I aa r:l d to read the newa th t 7ou were contira ill •• your ointaent, ana villb to expr .. • rq con,r tul ti01t1 and beat lah•• tor the fult111 ■eat ot the ditficul t aad •~naible u which 7ou haTe nov ofticial.17 u.l.Ulll9'ile It 11 ha1'"~ nee eaary for 11e to add t t it ha r l• to your lot to be 1n cha.re• of one or th 110 t ·rr1cult trouble oae rw in ·h• '«>rld. n the oth•rlnml, it 1 ■, to be aure, an rea which hold• out r · t eal. ot roaiae for unkind. 

Kr. iokett, t,u whoa r apok 7 .. t..~, ur eel me to ooaraunir.ate to rou hat • Herb rt l:ioo r told u th other ey. 
IQ av oonveraation ·..ri th ;you., • well • in rq talks vi th other reprea tatiTea of the onmaent, 4 ha•e b aked repeatedly whether l was eure t Mr. Hoowr voul gree to head .;011-ttee on r b refugee r aettl ant. My anaver, • you 111 rob hly recall, waa th t l waa reuon. bl.7 aure of Mr. HooTer' a ace~tan • of sueh on inn t&tion, ebould 1 t f'l'OII Pr ideat Truaa. J.n th• light ot air l.ut con..-era tion with Mr. Hoo• r, I aa 1 d to • bl• to cont'ira t.hat Mr. Hoo..-er ia r tl.7 inter•ted in the probl• d would be vil.liDg to help in nery a7 po•eible. l would like to add, howeTer, th t Mr. Booyer ia r tber a eptical. bout th• te a1b111ty or u •• OOllllittN d uld refer to had a oorel.7 AMrioan body or erte vhicb would • thftough atuc:17 ot the robl of fer re-~Ollltndationa tor its aolution. 

Vith JV kindeat reg rda, I ua 

Sincerel7 7our1, 

H1NB 
n1 bu Ben-liorin 



80-09 35TH AVENUE 

JACKSON HEIGHTS 

NEW YORK, N . Y . 

ILLINOIS 7 -469!5 

July 8 , 1949 

Lr . Abba rtillel Silver 
The Temple 
vleveland , Jhio 

ear Dr . Silver: 

Abe Tuvim tells me th · t you are l eaving for 
Eur ope next week . I ish I could see you off and 
·..nsh you and Ars . Silver "bon voyage" , but I shall 
eat Lake George on my vacation . 

It will be the fi r st ti:ne in many ye rs , 
I imar ine , thtit you wills end a few carefree wee~s . 
Although t hi s temporary retirement wus not one of 
your choosing, it sho ld not rirevent you from 
enjoying this vacation to the utmost . I aon ' t think 
that he Jewish eo le can &fforu to leave you long 
in t1is carefree st te . 

My very best to you nd 1"lrs . Silver . 

Sincerely , u-~ 
wH: HB ~liahu ven-Horin 
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THE PROl3LEM OF THE PALESTL E ARAB REFUGEES 

(Memorandum sabmitted by Eliahu :Sen-Horin, 
Author of THE MIDDLE F..AST: CROSSROADS OF HISTORY) 

1. The questi.on of the future of the Arab refugees from Israel continues 

to be a source of unPasiness in international relations. Until settled, it may 

be expected to intensify the friction between Israel and the Arab States, to 

provoke tension between the Great Po\>rerr. and the countries of the Middle East, 

and to confront the world with the existence of a group of frustrated and unhappy 

human beings who might easily become prey to demoralizing influences. For these 

reasons, a ra~id and satisfactory settlement of that problem appears eminently 

desirable. 

2. Further urgency is lent to the question by the fact thv.t the maintenance 

of a large mass of Arab refugees in their present position of uncertainty, is 

very costly, while it does not bring a solution any nearer. A sum of $16,000,000 

has already been appronrlated for the relief of these refugees by the U.S. Govern

ment. A similar sum has been or is being Rppronriated by several foreign eovern

ments. This money is due to be expended by next August, at which time the ques

tion of further relief ex~enditures will undoubteely arise. Considerarle amounts 

have also been provided for Areb refugee relief by private relief agencies and 

voluntary contributors. These funds, too, are well-nigh exhausted end more will 

be required. The demands on the U.S. Government and on private funds, largely 

from the United Stute~, will continue and may have to be met a c.J.n and a ,..3ain. 

3. Growing recog,i tion is given in all quarters to the neP-d to proceed 

speedily with the re s ettlement of the large mass of the Arab refugees. It is 

generally under~tood hat orly a small part of these refue ees will be able to 

re um to I!1.r~cl, and that even such a limited retu1n wi:'..l na:rdly be possible 

exce ta~ ~art of a general resettlement scheme for ttese refugees and in con

nection with an over--all improvement in Arab-Israeli relations. There is growin1~ 

agreement that mo. t of the Arab refugees in question should be enabled to settle 
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on the land or to find a place in urban occupations in the variou~ Arab countrles 

whose recent war agai.nst Israel has had so mnch to do ~ith the emerpence of 

this part1.c·1lar refu0 ee problem. It is U.7.derstood that offici nls of the A11ericr•n 

and the British Govern11ents, as well as tJni.teS. rh.tions circles, tend towards this 

vi ev oint in growing mea'"ure ~ t..nd that info Mal ch scnssions are ~foot .r i th various 

Arc b gov ·)rnments ~o eYplore tl1e willingness of the latter to coopern e in such a 

resettlement schemea 

4. A seriou~ d .ngPr that has to be faced in t1is conn ction is the danFer 

of a diffusion of efforto Th nre ~eems tot e n~P f 0 elirg that the mass of the 

Arab refugees might be dist 1'io;1ter amon:; t :.:e a.if 'f>rent terri+- ori.es of th9 Middle 

East, notably Transjord n, tn '3 Arab part o: Pal P..,tine, I rao, Syria end Lenan0n. 

(Egypt has officially declar€d t:i; t it is in no posi tior.. to ar)sorb any of the 

Palestine Arab refugees.) It is ·mderst.ood. more particularly that the Government 

of Transjordan is willing to accept for re se ttle1 1ent within the territor-ies under 

-· 
its control most of those refugPBR, presumably in consiceration of the large 

monetary expcndi tures which ,.._,ould be made by out ide sources, especic:1lly by the 

Government of the United States, to facilitete such a s tt1 e.111ent. It is open to 

serious question whether tuch a largP-scole onerr:tior: could be successfuly accom

plished in the relatively arid territories unoer Tran~jord0n control. It is quite 

conceivable that, once the mo~ey hes been e.Y.pe~dea, it .r ould appear that the 

future of the refugees has not been assured after all . Similarly. oppo rt uni ties 

for the resettlement of the refugees in Lebcman and Syria are open to serious 

doubt a 

The governments of those conntrie , disinclined as they are at present to 

accept any considerable number of the refugees for pemanent residence, may be 

coaxed into doing so by the promi e of Ar•1 er~can largesse. But once foreign funds 

have flowed di. rectly or indj rectly i to the treasurle~ of th.oee countries, it may 
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well be th. t the Arnb refu:; es would once r.10 re find them selve. facing Bn un-

sc ttleQ fu~ure and therefore r mRin a burden on the world, Because of this , 

every effor should be made to decide beforehrnd on the r:ioct feac-i le large-

!.' ,ale !3' hf"•ne fo r Arab refugee res0ttlemE'nt and, once the nns!'.'er is fo:ind , o 

c..,nce . n1t e on its e:xf c11 ti on. Thus th ere wonld be i,voi c1. d a rrer-t a ea) of ."' s te 

rn"ltion, ,.. flS e of fun<.~~, humpn mi~er.7 :ma internati :mal fri.ction .. 

5,, From an over-all viewroirt, it serms tilat Iraq is the conntr,r whi :.h can 

mu::;t ec.sil.1 nrovide for large-sc1.le resettleriient of Bll of the Arab r efuge-es 

fro1n Ialf'stine with ~;ren.tetit JPncfit ts:> t}e country itr;elf. Fo:ir ~evcr:l ce

c r den attention has been focused on Iraq's need for additlon;~ pon~lation and 

o 1 the treu1Pndous op ortuni ties exi stin :> in that coun ry for egrj cu] t 11ral de-

velonment The Brittsh Government, at tho time \•·hen Brit:~dn still held the 

M~,nd·d,e over trc..q_, \\•as interested in lar e-C!cule agricnlt 1lral dP.velov::ent ere . 

Iraqi statesmen theinsP-1.res raised the quention fro"l time to ti11e. Intf'rnPtional 

aut orities in the field of econ')mics, nutrit • on, and roil development hRve 

rene':'tedly drn,n att n ion to this situf·tion ·.n Iraq., In tne Uni <'d Stt.tP.s, Mr. 

Hl~rbert . oovPr, amo ... 1g others, su ~g~stea. in 19 •-15 , lonf? 1H-.fore t 1ere uere ·ny 

Artb refugees from Prles i.ne~ thut everybody'~ lntcrest might oe srr(J'ed by em

cour, ginf .he large-scale resettlement of Falestinicn Ara 

11 • ",, In &n~ient time~; tl e irrigatio 1 of the Ti grj s c1nd Eu:phrn.tei:; 
Va11e,\rs rmr;t>o rted ,irobc hly 10,000,000 neople in tr e lrinrdoms of Bi:ibylon 
c1n.~l Ni.nereh.., The deterioration end. de. tr c ion of their i1·rL _ _::ation works 
by he LunP,ol :tnvar.ion C("nt iri~s Fi.go , and their neglcrt for ages, are 
r ... on~i"ble for the s rinkar::e of the nor,ul ation to ribo1t 3 ,500,000 Teople 
in m 1d rn tre.q •..• 

11 M.v om s1ggec;tion is that Iri,q mLt'ht be finc:ncfd to comple e this 
grea land ::levPlopment on the con ~ide1 ati·Jn thr.:..t it t.e mide the C'!cene of 
r r et tlernen t of t!1 e Arcb s from Pale tine •.•• 

11 Th re is ro om for many more Ar .. Lbs in ~uch a developmPnt in Iraq than 
the totol of Arobs in I-alestine. The soil 1.s mo re fertile . They wo11ld be 
amoni: their O\,.'Il r , ce, which 1s Ar ,._'b-fffPaking and :ohemrnrdan. Th~ Arab 
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uo-pulation of Pale~tinA would be the gainer from better limds in exd1anf'P for 
their urer.ent holdingsa Ireq would be the -'!Hiner , for it bcidlY ner,ds n.sri
cul t ral no, ulation. o •• It ,,ould be cl solution by en6in . erin; inr-te ad of by 
conflict .••• " 

The fact that sevPral hundred thousand Arabs who formerly lived in 

Palestine now find themselves unroot.E'1 only lends further strensth to Mr. 

Hoover' :- suggestinn. We must re111e 1.,her, too, that even those Arabs ·ho may be 

able to return to Israel w'll h veto under6o a nrocess of rehabilitation and 

adapt themselves to totally new condj,tions . s Dr. Clarence E. Pickett, Exec-

utive Secretary of tf'e Arneric ,- n Friendn SPl'V!Ce Co!'11.1ittee, who recently returned 

from supervision of the Friends' Arab rPfUfe ? relief program in SonthPrn Pales

tine, puts it in a let er to me: 11 ••• The t ird nroblem, and a very inportant 

one, would be an Pddttional program for those who ret 11rn to Israel as well a.s 

those who go elsewhere, for the Aral} will }ur·v·e to -pursue odern farmin g methods 

wherever he may be and this ,1ill i.~1volvc, re:11 t rn nin Cl". 
11 

6. A further consideration militatL~~ ;_n favor of the choice of Iraq as 

the rlace where :nost of the Arab refuga~3 r.honl ·1 be eiicoura ed to r ,settle, is 

connected with the nternational si tl:ation. As the mo!=;t r.ortheastern of the 

Arab lands, lyi g close to the borders of th , Soviet ~ io1, Iraq, from the 

long-range vie oint, occuni es a narticularl;r imrorta t r rate..,.ic rositio . 

But Iraq is very weak internally end will re;irn.l• so until and unless the Arabic 

element of its nOT'Ulfltion is con, idero.1)ly ctren -';thened. At -present, the many 

national minori ti.es ana pal' icularl: tl P verJ ~izeable Kurdish minority fonn 

too large a section of Iraq's oo·nulation . The clairns of the Kurds to an inde

nendent Kurdistan (which would be cn.rved ont of the tPrr tories of Iraq, Iran 

and Turkey) are on record. All this makes Iraq -rarticularly v Jnerable to 

attempts from whatever quarter to fomen trouble a u threaten the political 

stability of the area. The addition of a co~sidern.1,le number of new residents, 

Arab in race, Moslem in religion £nd a6 ricultu.ral uy occupation, would greatly 
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strengthen Iraq internally end thus also hei hten its chances of resi tin g the 

forces of disorder. 

7. As suming that the above consider tions re-r resent a correct analycis 

of the situation, nothing can be gained by further delay. It would seem best 

to have action undertaken at once to prepare the ground for large-scale develop

ment p rojects in Iraq. It is under9tood, of course, that thP con sent of the 

Government of Iraq to admit the refugees in qnestion mt1st be obtained. There 

is no reason to doubt Iraq's concnrrence with t he scheme lf necessary measures 

are tE.ken on the diplomatic, financial an d technical levels. As for the e:xecu

tion of the project, con nideration m· ght be given to entrusting it to a suitable 

agency of the United Nations, working in coo eration 1''ith the Government of Iraq 

and with such other governments or official institutions RS would assume certain 

responsibilities in this connection. In order to lift the question at o ce to 

the nP-cessary level of a major humanitarian and statesmanlike project •t1hich 

would command the respect of world opinion at large and of ~ublic opinion in 

the United Sta e s more particularly, it might be advisoble to request the only 

living former President of the United State , the Honorable Herbert Hoover, to 

undertake a study of this project, to,;ether with a sui tcble committee. 

June 1949 
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