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SUITE 785
11 Weet L2nd Street
New York 18, K.Y,

Aupust 12, 1948

Rev, Dr. A, H, Silver,
Jewish Agency for Palestine,
16 Bast 66th Street,

New York, New York.

Dear Dr. Silver:
Permit me to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 12th.

Although 1t may be as you say, that "the Jewish Agency cannot
conslder that & nseful or lezitimate purpose is served by
individual J ite the support
of the U,S, | policies which
run counter ' el in 4ite de-
fense of the ntegrity of

the State," e head of the
governmént o 1iberal view

of the activy ent plans which
have some ch . the cause of
Iarael,

Might T ask .= i enclosed notes in
answer to his Commemt of July 10, 19481

Thanking you, I am

Sincerely yours,

(elzned) Judah L, Magnes




DR, JUDAE L, MAGNES
Suite 785

11 West 42nd Street

New York 18, K.Y,

MEMORANDUM
RE: Notes on Dr, Eban's Comment of July 10, 1948

=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0-0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=

1. The sentence in the preamble to my Plan for Palestine Confederation,

that "political and economic isolation and unbridled sovereignty are
as futitle in Palestine as they are antiocuated in the rest of the world"
is indeed "too dogmatic®., Yet 1t is common mowledge that smell states
cannot, in practice, enjoy unlimited sovereignty. This is a sentence
that can be argued pro and con at great length without arriving at a
practical reeult, But it shonld be pointed out that this sentence forms
no essential part of the practical provosals for Palestine Confedera-
tion. The proposals for a Palestine Confederation were put forward to
be of some practical heln. and nat for the wnrnose af making debating
and pointe, an eas

It is strange n tendency "19th
Century and pre-ct ion of Benelux,
and the trend tow: y, and now the
recent vote in Nen with Canada,

I doubt great] search for a
way out of the te e use of such
termes as "grotesm rogative only

of those who have veon mows iouvnoa oowuy Uy wuv irvowcil of debate in
the Council Chamber of the TN,

As to foreign relations and defense, it would be interesting to
Imow in what terms the Cabinet of the State of Israel is thinking of
ansvering the eimilar vroposele of Count Bernadotte, One may be sure
that they will not use expressions such as "grotesque®” and "not worthy
of serious comment,” They will be deeply concerned in finding ways out
of the terrible impasse rather than in the wordy rhetoric and the
headlines which the freedom of the UN Council Chamber would seem to
engender,

JLM:mat




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Consliluent Organigaliond

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America
Mizrachi Organization of America

Poale Zlon-Zeire Zlon of America

Zlonist Organlzclion of America

ALR LATT,

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
¢/o Gat Rimon Hotel
Tel=Aviv, Isreel,

Year Or,
I hope this letter still reeches you in

Judgines 7 o o
gettled 1

= iy W e

Ag .
which is
on our p
Catholie
conteects
This bec
of the 1
memorand

N (PR MR | - =Y d = . £
efforts here in this resnect.

You may also be interested in the second
of my letter to Shertok, whlch has nothing to
Catholic angle. I do think thet our policy m
comiiting a fellacy by ellowing exaggereted 1
sareb refugees o stand unchallenged thereby e
contributing themselves to this hariful exaggerstion.

If you feel the same way about it, do have e
shertok on the subject,

With kindest regards and looking forwerd
weleoming you back very soon, 1 am

Very since

342 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORE 17. N. Y.
MUrray Hill 2-1160

Tel=-avlv,
from having

copy of
¥ farsighted
To the
od time
olic hlerarchy.
he events
ny
a of our

part

do with the
gkers are
igures of
ven

word with

to

rely yours,

Hliehu BeneHorin
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MEMORANDUM

Date  Aaguet 20, 1948

I just returned from Washington from confersnces with Qqtholic
 dignitaries, which I feel were both interesting and -
useful. By the way, this feeling is shared by Mr. Fe
agoompanied me and took an astive part in these talks.

Our first conference was with Msgr. Carroll, the lnm -
of the National Catholie Welfare Conference e zal

of all the Catholic bishops in the United & ‘

political and public relstions arm. Oarroll, a ﬂrr u.t .
unhesitatingly gave us assurances simi those which

Dr, Silver and I received from ﬁs;(%d
in New York. In fact, he went fu t, expressing his
personal endor sstine.

fihen I showed Lecture, he
sald that he k i that he
therefore coul s true to type.
However, he ad at contast with
all the Cathol he wants to
assure me that slie bishep or
priest make st he finds it
difficult to t in these terms
on the Palesti_

to Msgr., Carroll, when I
submitted to him ¢ Anderson legture, that we never
had a chance as yet the veracity of this report, and

subject to this reservation. This
d o0t te bi very prudent of me, espesially in light of what
fed the next day during our conversation with Father Walsh

sonference with Msgr. Carroll, I also raised
news from Palestine published in the
wointing out that sometimes a distorted pleture
rents in Palestine., I added that I do not suspect
oir part, but rather ignorance or inadequate
information at the source of the news. I further suggested that
it might be a good idea for the Oatholiec News Service, attashed
to Msgr. Carroll's organization, to check in certain gases their
news with us before eirsulation. Carroll thought that this vas
a sound idea snd he immediately took us down to see the Assistant
Director of the News Servige, Mr, Burke Walsh, with whom we had
a short and satisfying talk. He promised to consult us when
the occcasion arises.




Harry L, Shapire Agnst 20, 1948

The next morning we had a conference with Father Edmund A, Walsh,
Vice President of Georgetown University and Direstor of thelr
femous School of Foreign Relations; and Father Anderson, the latter
having been in New York, was called especlially to Washington to
attend this eonference with us, Father Walsh turned out to be all
vhat I heard of him from Akzin and others in Washington, namely

one of the most outstanding laymen in the Catholic Chursh in the
United States, a man of an exsellent mind, and a great authority
on Russia and other foreign policy affairs. Our conversation
lasted for 2§ hours, snd it might have lasted much longer but

for my breaking 4% up because of o lunch appointment which Leo

Safik arranged for me with a radio commentator, Earl Godwin (sponsored
by Arameo). At the very outset of our sonversation after mutual
introductions were over, Father Walsh showed us a statement made

by the Pope on August 3, 1948, on the occasion of an audlence
granted by the Pope to a sixeman Arsb delegation which came to

the Vatican hoping to get Oatholic endorsement of Arab aspiratimms
in Palestine, I attach a sopy of this statement, which we may
consider as aby - ° - - ° °© o —#-— %% ¥ then told them
of the sources cifically raised
the question of asking once
again the rese le and true

the report is - to Father
Anderson end t s first reaction
was that "it & r Walsh

sald that if h e even to
diseuss this r wrote it

that it 1= his ous communiocations
end complaints | office, and
that 18 what he would advise Father Anderson To ao. 1o this I
answered that FPather Anderson would obviously be within his rights
Af he aceepted Father Walsh's advice; that I do not lmow any mere
sbout this lecture than whet is written in the report; nor do I
know the name of the man who wrote it.

Father Anderson in the meantime started to anmalyze this report
and the main, very essential point which he mentioned at the very
outset of his analysis wag, that he delivered a lesture to the
“@Gardinals Coordinating Committee in May 1947, not in May 1948.
This, of course, put a different complexion on the whole thing,
because it was a long time before Israel was established, However,
I asked Father Anderson whether he would allow me to profit by
this ossasion of our meeting together and would tell me whether
he entertains any of the views attributed to him in this report,
unreliable as it may be. Our sonversation thersupon developed
along the opinioms attributed to Anderson in the report. To meke
a long story short, both Fehy and I arrived st the conclusion
that while Msgr. Oarroll, Father Walsh and other Catholic dignitaries
whom we met are basically leamting towards a pro-Zionist positism
"on the Palestine question, Father Anderson is mo friend of ours.--
te put ithildly. The man must have been indostrinated by the
© anti=-Zionists, snd probably never heard a true Zionist presentation




Harry L, Shapire August 20, 1948

and interpretation of the Palestine problem. It is needless

t0 say that both Fahy and I did gquite a bit in presenting the
Zionist viewpoint during this session. Father Anderson was very
definitely on the defensive and very much so. Fahy told me on
our way from the sonference that he feels sure that Anderson
will think twice now before making any anti-Zionist statements,
and I think that Fahy is right.

I wish to add that I found Fahy's eooperation in these talks not
only extremely charming and pleasant but also very useful,

It was very unforiunate that the same aftermoon the news was
published from Palestime about the Catholis circles there accusing
the Israeli Amy of looting some Catholic institutions. Eliahu
Epstein told me that he immediately wired to Tel-Aviv asking

for either refutation or clerification of ths matter, as he felt
that 1t might do us a great deal of harm 1f the accusatlion

stands without any proper reaction on our part.

EBH/1b

P.5, Our lunch - unrelated

to the Catholie
will prove to h
and oil affairs
undoubtedly a ¥
the Jewish peop
no doubts on th

md I am sure
r the Palestine
ibject. He is
y a friend of
? should have




We are heppy, first of all, to receive a Committee which comes
to us in the neme of a People whom we know and esteem for their generous
character and attaghment to certain basic religious prineiples which
eonstitute an indispensable condition for soclial order and for
eivilization,

Secondly, we camnot but be impressed by the compositiom of
this present Committee.® It is a pleasure for Us to welsome it as a
symbol of sosial solidarity and of that peaseful community which, in
spite of the diversity of its racial groups, ought espeecially to have
its center in Palestine, where Jesus, the Prince of Peade, proclaimed
and brought peace to men of all times and of all nations,

Oertainly, peace gcannot be established except on truth and on
justice, That supposes respest for the rights of others, respect for
“m mm wmandddanes and *Peadldl ana asssaniallw 1.“. th. dﬂm
of religion. It lment of duties
and obligations 1 pitants,

That 1= recent days,
numerous eppeals the world and on
behalf of a varie p11l you thet we
disapprove of al) tever its origin.
S0 also we have ¢ » past the
persesutions thai Inst the Jewish
people. We have ¢ rfect impartialisy,
however varied the circumsvamces, ana we propuse wv walntain it in the
future as well,

Olearly, ome eanmot interpret as indifference, this impartiality
which our Apostolic Ministry necessitates in Us and which placses Us
sbove those confliets thet beset human sosiety, espeeially in the
present troubled times, We assure you, also, thet insofer as it depends
onUs and according to possibilities that may be offered Us, We will
strive that justice and peage in Palestine may become a blessed reallity;
a reality producing through the effective gooperation of all interested

es an order that will guarantee to each of the parties st present
sonflict sesurity of existence along with those physieal and meral
esonditions of life that are the normal foundations of material end
cultural well-being.

It is in these sentimemts that, thanking you singerely for
your visit, We give you assuranse of Our psternal good wishes for you,
;nr your families, for those who are dear to you and for your entire

lﬂpll-

® The 6 Delegates were Moslem and Ohristisn; smong the latter were
Orthodox and Gatholie. -
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answered that he is, of sowrse, in no position te snswer 1t, but he
wes going to take it up with Cardinal Spellmen and would let me inow,

("hen I later remarted the eonversatiom with Masgr, Melighon to Flieshu
Epstein, he thou
end that if Spel
immediately arm

Our eonversatio: 1s0 on the subject
of entl-Semitim n was perticularly
Mtter about the ess sav fit to
back up the lghl t magesine in
publie sechoels. ain publisatlons
used in the seh anti-Semitie
articles and Phte —oe voe - oo cooe o - . _ ndsslion of this
publigation imte the scheols, a Catholie organization would start
siding with the publicatim sgainst the Jewish people.” I had te
admit that I souldn't see how the American Jewlsh Uongress as sueh
took any stend in this matter. He said that he couldn't see 1t elther,
but there we were.

Our sonversetion vas altogether very friendly and may be sonsidered
e further sontribution for better relstions between us smnd the
Catholie hisrarchy.

EBH/1d




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date mgust 31, 1948

Mr, Elishu Ben-Horin

Judging by the news from Palestine, you are about to return
to the states, I, **—— —** = = —= =" “tached copy

of a memorandum wh which I
feel may interest

Best recards.




-

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
* 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date September 9, 1948

Mr. Elialm Ben=-Horin

I mentioned to you yesterday the letter I received from Msgr.
McMahon, Herewith enclosed is a copy of thig letter for your infor-
mation. The commnications from me to which McMahon refers in his
letter contained dispatches from Israel indicating a favorable atti-
tude on the mrt of lous Catholic
affairs.

Best regard:




CATHOLLG Nadx BAST WalFAis ASSOC LAY 10N
480 Lexington Ave.
Hew Yoric 17, N.Ye

September 7, 1948

Mr. Elishu Ben-Horin
American Zioniet ‘EBnergency Council
New York City 17

Dear lr. Ben-Horin:

I was out 8 arrived, but

1 want you to know ending them.

They show a sincCere overnment to

alleviate the tragi

Only one ere. In it an
official of the Israeisr governumenwv oranas as anvisemivac one of the
references in our letter to the United Nations. This is pure calumny
and no amount of debate can erase it.

As you know, our dealings with the United Nations have been
completely objective and within our right as an Association represent-
ing multitudes of Christians in the iiddle East« We shall always resent
the charge of antisemitiam, when we pursue this objective aim.

Hopeful that this note finds you in God's good health, and re-
peating my/own deep appreciation of your idnd cooperation, I am

Cordially yours,

Thomas J. MeclMahon
National Secretary
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE
Conddiluent Organigaliond NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Senic; IV seuds Tadial Oogculiation of R MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Organlzation of America

Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America September 9, 1948

Zionist Organization of America

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr, Silver:

Sidney L. Herold, who returned a few days ago from Burope,
teld us -~ Harry Shapiro and myself -- quite a few interesting things
which he had heard from James McDonald, with whom he travelled from
llew York to Amsterdem. We asked Sidney to summarize this information
in the form of a me i - 1 enclose a
copy of hig memoranm

However, ing the memo-
randum, Sidney writ andum on my
various conversatio at I would

hesitate to put int 2k and open
with me that if it i from genuine
friendship and from se, I would
have considered it rather sketchy

in the accompanying

"I would not mind writing you, personally, a review of all
my conversations; but I feel that in a report, no matter how confi-
dential, I owe it to Mr. McDonald not to say everything that he told
me dbout the inner workings of the State Department. I kmow you will
understand."

Please keep this reservation in mind when you read Mr.
Herold's enclosed memorandum which I etill find, ia parte, very inter-
eating.
With my best regards to you and Mrs. Silver, I am
Sincergly yours,
g .--/""-7—7

Elishu Ben-Horin




September 7th, 1948

PERSONAT, AND CONFITENTIAL.

From: Sidney L. Herold

Tot Eliahu Ben-Horin

As I told you in Wew York, I had many long and interesting
conversations on shipboard with Mr. McDonald. I am con-
vinced that he is not only a most zealous advocate of the
Zionls S % "5 do vwhatever
he can to aid us in
the f1 :

One of these conversa-
tions to the changed
mental al. This, he
asgure es of Israel,
and to come direct to
Marshs ngth, and the
nature his, Major
Elliott's reports played a very large and important part.

I gathered that Loveti's pro-Arab and pro-British attitude
has in no manner been changed, and that, unfortunately,
Marghall hag great confidence in Lovett. Also, that the
{ntermediate and lower levels of the State Department are,
as you know, still maintaining their hostile attitude toward
us.

But the interesting part of these discussione was the change
in the personal attitude of Marshall and of Forrestal because
of Arab weakness and Israeli strength, contrary to the im-
pression they had formed from military reports prior to
Elliott's visit to Palestine.

McDonald has been around quite a bit, as is illustrated by
the precautions he has taken to protect himeelf against
gabotage at home, as I told you in New York.




i o

I might also state that Mr. MeDonald was very loud in his
expressions of admiration for the great abllity of Major
Eben, and of Mr. Epstein, and he expressed himself to the
effect that their ability and savoir-faire had made a great
impression on Ameriean officials.

1 think I told you also that he stopped off at Geneva %o
see Welzmann, and at Rome to see the Pope, before proceed-
ing to Tel Aviv - going, of course, first to London.

In fine, I am convinced that a very wise choice has been
made in his selection, both from the standpoint of American
{nterest and of the Zionist cause. I have reason to believe
that what he told me about de jure recognition is not far
off, and that he will have much to say as to the date on
which that complete recognition will come. I am loolking
for it prior to the Paris meeting of the Assembly.




'

& AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISOM AVEMUE, NEW YORK 17, M. Y,

MEMORANDUM

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver Date September 14, 1948

Mr. Eliahu Ben-Horin

I wrote a report to Shertok about the E1l Kataeb -- after Lourie
assured me that he would be able to send it safely to Shertok. I
enclose a copy for your information.

r

Best regards,
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#  AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Date  September 14, 1948

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

Following our telephone conversation I phoned Washington and
Schulson will phone back and will be instructed to make the neces-
gsary inquiries at the State Department. In the meantime, I enclose
for your information a copy cf a mannrandm from B. Shitrith,
Minister of MinorS eyt - e question of
the Jews in Iraq.

Best r egards,




STATE OF ISRAEL
MINORITIES OFFICE
Halciryah

18 Tammuz 5708
25 July 1948

101 Prime Minister and the Minister of Security
Minigter: of Foreign Affairs

FROM: Minigter of Minorities

Subject: Jews of Irag

As a continuation to the letter of the Prime Minister of July 20, 1948
Yo. /176, and to the letter of Kr. Shimoni of the Middle East nenartmfnt of July
21, 1948, Wo. 1295/48 and of July 22, 1948, 1467/4B, I bring te your attention the
fu1luwing details!

1, Saturdey night, July 10, 1948, radio Iraa made the following announcement:
"Every native of Irag who has fought with the Zionist forces, or who has been proven
to be a Zionist, will be punished by death or by life-long hard labor."

Many Jews heard n pverticular, Rachamim
Re juan, who is prepare¢ when it will be requested,

2. Sunday, Jul; the following announcement:
"The Government of Irer h a1l Jewish families who
have any connection wil or by life-long hard labor.®
The Mr, HEajuan, mentior roadcast,

3. Begidesg Mr, amily Eashi are prepared
to bear witness to this ho live in Ramet Gan and
Tel Aviv.

I, According to information besed on reporte which reached the delsgation of
the Iragian community through lettere that came from Iras through the United States,
it is possible to state definitely that the Govermment of Iraq has already taken
measures against the Jews of Irag, in that they froze the property and the merchandise
wvhich belonged to Jews, and no Jeéw will be able to enjoy more than 20% of his
proverty. DMoney belonging to Jews denosited in the bank was frozen and no Jew can
receive more than 2% of his deposits.

o Jews vho purchased nroverty in Israel have been placed in detention camps,
They rnumber between E00 and 500 individuals, some of whom were olaced in house arrest
because of their being senatore or high government officiala.

6. A gemeral prohibition was placed on the departure of any Jew from Iraw to
any place vhatsoever. With regard to the Jews who left Irag and who, to accomplish
this, were compélled at that time to deposit a sum between 2,000 and 5,000 Palestinian
pounds, the government confiscated the aforementioned sum for the State Treasury of
the Government of Iranm,

/o Tens of Jews were sentenced to verious periods of imprisonment up to 5 years
for the crime of symwathy “or, or ties with, Zionists.

There will soon be in my ncssession a letter that waes sent from America which

details the reprehensible deeds of the Government of Iraq.
B, Shitrith
Minister of Minerities
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Dpr, Silver Date September 15, 1948

Eliahu Ben=Horin

Enclosed please fi * Marshal,
which I changed ac

I contacted Dr. Ke '‘ternoon. He
confirmed to me ti n Irag., So,
we shall pursue al

We are trying to ¢ 'row with the
American Jewish Committee ana the otner interested organizations,
and we shall formulate our plans there with regard to the Committee.

Best regards.




\

‘\-. . I
Check M cluss of service desired ; m-tmd.-nr-ﬂ.d.aﬂJ

otherwise this mesaage will be otharwise Lhis mosmge will be
sentas & full rats telegram sent at the full rate

FULL RATE
TeLEGRAM | | SERIAL it DEFERRED

DAY HIGHT

LETTER LETTER f"' HIGHT

E
JOBEPH L. EGAMN, PAESICENT ‘\?_JD LETTER

H'IF}. WDE.-CL, DF SVC, PD. OR COLL. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER. COUNCIL

Send the following message, subject io the terms on back hereaf, which are hereby agréed 10

TIME FILED

SEPTEMEEE 15, 1948

SECRETARY OF STATE

DEPARTUENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON, D, C.

DEEPLY SHOCKED BY ASSOCIATED PRESS DISPATCE FROM BAGHDAD OF SEPTEMBIR 13
REPORTING DEATH SENTENCE AND 20 MILLION DOLIAR FINE IMPOSED BY IRAQL GOVERNMENT
ON SHAFIQ ADES, DIBTINGUISHED JEWISH CITIZEN OF IRAQ, ALLEGEDLY FOR HIS
PRO-ZIONIST ACTIVITIES. ERNMENT WOULD NOT
WISH 70 REMAIN INDIFFE 3SION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS AND THE DANGER ( HALLENGED THIS WILL
SET EXTREMELY DANGEROUS ESALE PERSECUTION

AND OFFREESSION OF HATI( ARAB TANDS. I WOULD

THEREFORE GREATLY APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD FIND IT POSSIBLE TO USE YOUR GOOD

OFFICES IN ORDER TO ASCERTAIN THE EXACT FACTS OF THE SITUATION., JFEEL CERTAIN
YOU WILL APFRECIATE THAT ANY DELAY MAY COST A HUMAN LIFE AND CAUSE IRREPARABLE
CONSEQUENCES. RESPECTFULLY.

ABBA EILLEL SILVER

CEATRMAN, AMERICAN ZIONIST
EMERGENCY COUNCIL

A NEW Telegraph your order for America's favorite magazines—Houpay, 1 yr., 55 ¢ the
CURTIS Post, 1 yr., $6 « Lapiks’ HOME JOURNAL, 1 yr., $3. All prices U. S. only. No charge
SERVICE M“.MMUﬂMMMWMHMHM”MIﬂHﬂ




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Condliluent Organigalions

Hadassah. Women's Zionlst Organization of America
Mizrachl Organlzation of America

Poale Zion-Zelre Zion of America

Zionist Organization of America

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

342 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
MUrray Hill 2-1160

September 16,1948

A few daye ago we recelved, through Arthur Lourie,

a copy
Viecar=C

Rabbi J
We made
and ci:
far, we
receive
coples
letters

Wi

rgani,

ilee to
Affaire,
tigraphed it
ts. Thus
naletter

m enclosing
Mahon's

i

Eliahu Ben-Horin




CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WEIFARE ASSOCIATION
180 LEXINGTON AVENUE
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

September 14, 1948

My, Elishu Ben-Horin
Americen Zionist Emergenéy Coun dl
22 Madison Avenue
Hew York 17, New York
Dear Mr, Ben-Horin:
.cation of
September )sure,
May this d relations,
and may we Mristian
refugees m + of Israel,
A gipantic relief vroblem has been created by this displacement,
and I am sure that half the problem would be solved were these
veople to return home,
Assuring vou of my continved good wighes

and gretitude for your own cooveration, I am

Cordially wours,

[/ Thomag J. McMahon

National Secretary




(Translation from Italian)

Nagzareth, 26th August 1948

Rabbi J+ Le Fishman
Minister for Religiocus Affairs

Sir,

Pending the submission to you of a detailed report concerning the happen-
ings that took place in the whole of CGalilee, we should like to declare, in our
capacity os Vicar-General of the Latin Patriarch for Galilee, that since the
appointment of Liaison Officers for Religious Affairs in Nazareth and Helfa,
meny diffieculties have been smoothed out., This was also due to the personal
qualities of the Liaison Officers, vho are deserving of every proises Even
prior to the appointment of Lialson Officers, attempts had been made by iessrs.
Yaleli =nd Beilin to remove the difficm tiecs, and we shall alwoys be most grate-
ful to these gentlomen for the understanding they displayed end for the assist-
ance they rendered us in most difficult and delicate circumstances. e are glad
to be able to mention, inter alia, the asreement, which, thanls to the good
offices of lir, Vars ry authorities end our-
gelves regarding se made in Nazareth and
the surrounding are out by unamed persons
and in the presence

At the same ing pemits for the
freedom of movement s have been removed,

In Nazareth pied, wvith the sole
exception of one in Fathers, the Isrceli
t roops behaved in ¢ _ eatment of houses,
institutions and religious persons; and apart from one further incident at the
Nunnery of the Sisters of St. Claire, the Israeli troops behaved in a correct
manner also in the subsequent searches. Iloreover, in vearious places the
Israeli troops are nowv in fact rendering willing assisc¢ance to religious
persons e.g in the case of the Sisters of Sepphoris and of Caperneums

If unfortunate incidents have occurred in various places, it is my con-
viction that this was in no way due to any supposed hostile attitude on the
part of the anthorities or to any instructions received, but that it was the
result of bad conduct m the part of individuals of dublous responsibilitys.
Having regard to the goodwill displayed by the Government in appointing
Liaison Officers, we trust that the damage vill be made good, and that such
incidents will not recur. In all sincerity we wvish to say that, as a porty
directly interested, we could hardly suggect a better means than the sppoint-
ment of Lialson Officers for the settlement of the problems confronting us and
for the prevention of future difficulties.

The occupation by Israeli troops does not constitute any obstacle to
the free exercise of Catholic Worship in Nazareth eand the surrounding areces
Indeed, thanks to the personal interest displayed by you, facilities have been
provided for the Christien religious leaders to move about freely even during
curfew hours.
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e also trust that you will be good enough to see to it that the
Gatholie schools in this area are in a position to continue functioning, ond
that they obtain from the Government of Israel assistance in larger measure
than they received from the former Government.

Similarly we hope thot the restrictions on the freedom of movenent
throughout this area, to vhich we had cause to refer in our previous renorts,
will be partially lifted as a result of the interest displayed by the Liaison
0fficers, vho are anxious to visit our institutions and will thus mcle it
possible for us to visit them in their company.

Hovever, we should greatly eppreciate it if you would kindly hel» us to
obtain & pemenent pemit to visit the following localities for the purpose of
exercising spiritual ministry: Nazareth, Heifa, Acre, Shafa "Apr, Kfar Conna,
Tiverias, Capernaum, Tabigha, Reneh, Jaffa of Nazareth, Mujeidal and Sepphoris.

We shall always be very glad to stress vhat the Liaison Officers and
Authorities are doing on our behalf (this will be accorded special mention in
our general and fi--* —---=t) -=3 cia cma anwn dled o dhpough collaboration vith
your envoys, we sk 211 the difficulties
arising out of the ely upon your good will
tovards us and up: position and of the
moral velue repres n this country.

Vergani

of the Latin
ravriarcn 1or Galilees




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE
Condliluent Organigaliond NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Crganization of America

Peale Zion-Zeire Zlon of America

Zionist Organization of America

September 22nd, 1948

CONFIDENTTAL

Dr., Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

Cleveland, Ohilo

Dear Dr.Silver:

I received this =~»iw~ cama tufasmatdian whish T aq conveylng also

to lir, Shertok,
information ema
the State Depar
scenes in Middl

According to th
BEritish surplus
Singapore area.
are still being
story goes on t

bm. Thﬂ
1", Loy H. in
behind the

istrelian and
rers in the
led, and maybe
Arabie. The
prs for the

Areb war agalns. isrevi nave veen vniiswvou iu svavadastern Asla
and were being formed into three brlgades,

Because of Sandi Arebla's facility to get those smuggled arms and
elso because of the rift between Egypt and the Muftli on the one
hand and Abdulleh with Iraq on the other hand, the center of
influence of the Arab Leazue is being shifted these days from

Cairo to Riyadh,

With best regards, I am

var? Bmly TGM
: /LJ—M 2 -

Elishu Ben=Horin




AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE
41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date  September 16, 1948

From Elialu Ben-Horin

1. Here are the develorments in the Ades case, after I spoke to you
on the phone in the morning. I spoke to Herbert Bayard Swope and he
promised to do all he could and more - by himself and through Beruch.
Akzin spoke to General Adler of the New York Times, who promised to lend
a helping hand. I told you about my conversation with Monsignor McMahon,
and I am now enclosing a copy of my letter to him. We are sending out a
release today, to the press, built around your wire to Marshall and the
Jewish editors! telegram to Truman., Stephen Wise will be asked this
afternoon to cable to Mrs. Roosevelt to Paris.

2. I read the Sulzberger plece in the Timgs, on which you asked me
to comment, and I found it to be = if I may use Sulamith Schwartz's
characterization of it = "stuff and nonsense.” It is a piece of British
Prnmm' which the Warr TVawler Mimans 48 alwawa sTad +a Ad EP.nga_ It ie
full of unsubstantial

Another iter preared in the
press yesterday, sea proves agein
how subservient the | . 1 refer to
the news that the U. not any longer
demand the return of

Best regard




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Members of Anerican Zionist Bnergency Council Date September 27, 1948

Harry L. Shapiro

Tie enclosed nemorm dun with attachment was sent today to the Chalmen
of Local Energency Committees.

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNC
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N.

MEMORANDUM

To Chaimmen of Local Hmergency Committees Date September 27, 1948

From Harry L. Shapiro

Attached hereto is the article by Elishu Ben—Horin which I promised to send

you in my memorandun of September 24. Please nalte it avallable to editors,
pudblishers and radio commentators as requested.

Regards,




¥OTE: Advance copy of article,
to appear in forthcoming

issue of The llew Palestine.

IF BERNADOTTE WERE STILL ALIVE

vy

Elichu Ben-Horin

The shadow of the Bernadotte assassination hovers heavily over Palestine.
In distorted form and proportions, it fills +as Palais de Chaillot in Paris.
The well-neaning Swedich noblemon of resterdsy has bzcome the great martyr of
today. Hie proncsals for the settlement of the Palesiine conflict, concluded
on the eve of his trasic and untinely ceuth, ive prauented to the Genersl
Asgsembly in a halo of sanctity and martyrdom. As Sccretary Marshall said in
his speech in the Palais de Chail.ct advocaiing the ncceptance of the Bernadotte
proposals: " ., . « lie gave his 1ife to this effort.!

Thus, a vlan for the solution of an exiremnely invelved and tragie problem,
offered Ly one man == no more ~ifted and inf.'lible. nn less weak and erring
than meny other men = 11 testament,

The proposals of ! re been freely dig-
cungsed, changed, sevar . The proposals of
the agsaczzinated Berua: munity ss a dictate
which mus% De accepte: *lngting momumant to
the Hfediator whe lost 1 organization of
nationss.

All this, of cour; ility. Mahatma Gandhi,
assagssinated, was pg rignv or as wong in nis political precepts as Mahatma Gandhi,
alive, Leon Trotsky, Abrshom Lincoln, Jean Joures rmd Folke Bernadotte did not
becone wiser by being ssseucinateds, A few hvsherical hotheads in Palestiine, in
India, in vhe nited Ztates or elsevhere in tlie world can take avay a human life
of great value but thery carao’ change the march of Ligtory. lor can the abomi-
nable act of the Jerusalam murder zlter by one iota the actual merite of the
Bernadotte plan for Falestine,

It is only after we remove the shadow of the Bernadotte assassination from
our thoushtes and coneider the Bernadotte nlan as if the late Mediator were
still alive == as we all sincerely wish he were -= that we shall be able to
Judge his proncsals cn their uerits,

The most strikins feature of the Bernadotte plan, in my judgment, is the
absence of eny centrel idea guiding its anthor. Cow:i Bernadotte offers us a
compromise, That much is clear. But vha% wrs the ra‘n motive behind the framing
of a compromise? Did Bernaictte Fimself veliev: tha® hig new promogalg were
1iksiy te brirg about peace and am:bVy bLelween tlhe Jews and ine Arata; sacure
the peace’l existence of a viable gtate of Isvacl: and eca'ribute to auanility
and progeous in the Middl e Eust? Or did he, wiihout believ:ag that him:zzif,
sim:ly waat to put an end to a Don Wuizotic mission which obviously defied all
efforts at medioction and settlement?
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Count Bernadotte's first conclusion, nomely that peace must return to
Palestine and that in general, peace is better than var, will, of course, be
vholelieartedly accepted by peacc-loving people everyvhere, However, mhen
one goes beyond thisg nlatitnde, one looks in vain for a vorkable nlan which
has better chances of peaceful imdlementation than the original United Nationg
decision,

The partiss to the conflict will gladly accept those pro-ossals vhich
suit their respective purvoses, as indeed they have clrcady done,

The Arabs, rejectinz the nlan, as a whole, have graciously consented to
accept the recommendation establishing the right of repatriation for Arab
refugees, and also the rccommendation oa the special status of Jerusalem
(which "translated into Arabie" merns thet Jevvsalem should be excluded from
the area of Israel). Israel lias welcomed Count Bernadotte's confiruation of
the reality of Israel's independent existence, nnt thiat this very striking
aspect of Middle Zastern life nctnally needed additional confirmation, Israel
hag, however, questioned the »nlan'g territorial sugzestions with regard to the
lTegev and Jerusalem, '

Mr. Ernest Bevin, o ament tlat Britain
"supports the Bernadotte nbtedly liked most
was the cutting off frou the same time,
managed so to read the p involve the recog-
nition of Israel « » "

In other words, we 1l the time. The
Arab League, Taithful to nally rejected the
Bernadotte proposals, 1k peace, Great
Britain would cerefully remove the svgar-coating snd scrve us the bitter nill,
The United States of America, or at least Secretary Marshall, is rendy to
utilize the political testament of tlie nertyred Lernsdotte as an avenue of
escape from the conflict over Palestine wiich has embittered dmerican political
life for years,

The fact of the matter is that in the Palestine controversy, which has now
grown into a matter of world-wide dimensions, there is only one party for whom
this 1s a question of life and death, That secnse of urgency was probably the
strongest psychological factor behind Isrnel's victories in the Arale-Jewish var.

It is the most potent element in Israel's anproach to the Bernadotte nlan, as well,

For Israel and %ionism, there always has been and there still is sn irreduc-
ible minimum beyond which they cannot po! the comnlete sovereignty and viability
of the State of Israel. This is the eriterion by vhich Israel will take its
stand on the Bernadotte proposalss The lute MNediator's plan offers recognition
of Israel's sovereignty but he undermines the viability of the Jewigh State, TFor
Israel without the llegev is a state in a strait jacket. There will be no room
for immigration and colonization, It would be a death sentonce to sll the hones
of the Jewish DPlg in Hurope and of the million Jews in Arab lands, o government
in Israel that accepted such a settlement would remein in office for o fortnight.

There was constructive nolitical thought behind the UNSCOP partition pro-
posal adopted last lovembor by the General Asserbly. It was intended to solve
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the Palestine question and, with it, the problem of Jewieh homelessness in the
world, The Ilegev was the main ingredient in the golution, since it was to nro-
vide the space for neu agricultural settlement and development. Take the llegev
away and the solution is gone.

The Count's proposal for the disposition of the llegev is the clearest
example of the absence of any central idea guiding him in the formulation of
his plan. No esplanation is given for taking the I'egev from ierarl snd bestow=
ing it won the Arabs. There can, indeed, be no explenation. King Abdullah
doss not lmow what to do vith the vastly underpopulsted 35,000 gquare miles of
Trangjordanial s prescnt aren, Count Bernadotte could not claim that King
Abdulleh needecd more "lebensraum", Nor could he claim thai the Arabs would
develop the desert land of the liezev into a productive agriculturel arca, as
the Jews intend to doe. The real motive behind this proposal could obviously
not be mentiorads it would provide military bases for the British, close to the
Suez Canal, unier 4bdullah's nominel protectionr.

Israel may be willing to bargain on the other nroposals of Count Bernadotte:
the stotur of Jerusalem. thn fren navt in Haifa. the intemiatipnalization of the
Lydda airport, but not 1ily our good old
friends, Lir. E nest B¢ yeized upon the
Bernadotte assassinati rpede Israel, on the
one hand, and the Unin iditional acccptance
of the Bernadotte plar dalegation to the
General Assenbly seem: ‘tunateiy, the Israelil
Government has lkept a

The assassinatio yitulate == is a
terrible crime, for spongible, As for the
Bernadotte proposals, we must aiscuss tnem, anaiyze vnem, accept or reject toem,
as if Bernadotte were still alive. Or in the words of Dr, Frank Kingdon's

"It is up to the Us.lls to show that the assassin's
bullets did not mwder justicel,

9/27/48
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To Dr, Abba Hillel Silver

From  Bliehu Ben-Horin

I am encl:
letter 1.
of the De
inistry «
of my rep.

Kindest r

EEH:MB
Enc.

MEMORANDUM

Date October 1l4th, 1948
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

SFECIAL DELIVERY AIRMAIL

To Dr, Abba Hillel Silver

From Eliahu Ben-Horin

As azreed over the
letter and the draft of my
morning.

Begt regards.

MEMORANDUM

Date October 28, 1948

znor McMahon's
Ju tomorrow




CATROLIC NEAR RAST WELPARE ASSOCIATION
L30 LEXIIROTON AVENUE

FE¥ YORK 17, N, 1.

October 21, 19548

Nr. Flizshu Ben-Horin

Americen Lloniat Zmergency Council
342 Medison Avenue

New York 17, New York

Dear Kr. Jen-Horin:

1 have Just recelved your gracious letSer in which
you express amarenment and concern over the gquestion and answer in the
negerine ¢nlled "The Christion Femily and Our Missions®, 1 still think
that you shenld snfaswar to be in touch with the editor of this magazine
and clarify

lered in the past
few montha o towards relief attempts
in and aroun 1 request of the United
States Gover roluntery relief all the
Christlien gr the Near and ¥iddle East
for scores ¢ joint committee in order
to tzke car: sh acecopding to U. K,
ghatistics s Vhen motice of our efforts
uppiared IR wvuw pmpws vow omecee - e cew-_1 attncked our group as
poiitienl, Our intention was to imvite » Jewish representation on our
corimlttee since you too have roefugees and, as yom know, you are in danger
of heving even more from Arad countries. It wes our intention to administer
rellef regardless of race or creed, ond our notes on our mirutes, which
I personally urged, were intended to avoid all political maneuvers.

We nll were them very much surprised to de attacked
by the Jewish group, ~nd we heve found 1% most difficult to obtsin Jewlsh
representation. Of course, we should have to aveld any political conmotation
in sny Jewlash group thst wonld de present on our committae,

All this 13 very sad at o time when the Middle Enst is
in such a tragic condition where overyone siands to lose out. I think you
will sgree with me onm this lnst statement. 1 have dedicated my 1ife for
pany years to purely humsnitarisn enterprises for the Near and Middle
sast, and I eanmot be sccused of politicsl imelinstionw, Baturally, =8
a Catholie I em interssted im keeping high the prestige of my Chureh in
the Middle East. But I, ilke the other Christisn bodies, have beesn
willing to pool resources in order to sssusge the dlstress of the people
in the Nesr snd Middle Bast. It seoms to me highly enfeir thet in such
conditions and in view »f our motives we should be pprosed where human
1ife 1y concerned.
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October 21, 1948
Page two

I suleit Ghese matters to you se another polnt of
view far more important than the relatively few attacks on Zioniasm,
that have apveared as the individual expressions of editors or writers

in our Catholic papers. I do hope that we shall be able to make our
opposition understand what we are trying to de.

Again 1 thesk you for the cordial relationship
which you have always maintained with this office. It is becanse of
this that I make bold to inform you as to these latter developments.

My kindest personal regards.

Cordially yours,

e/ ‘Thomas J. McMahon

il Secretary
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October 28, 1948

Very Rev. Nagr. Thomas J. MedMahen, S.7.D
Catholic Near Bast Velfare As g Ty
480 8 e Association
Hew York 17, 0. T.

Dear Yoradgnor McMahont

As T | elephone, the
delay in m Oetober 21 was
due to the tter before me,
and I woul 4 the one which
you substa ond, which you
raise.

The & end vhatever
yomorla Arab snd other
refugees 4 rael and Zionism
in a Catholic publication., 3, moresver, wiiiingly grant you
that the question you ralse is of incomparably greater import=-
ance Shan the subject of my last letter to you. S%111, I am
wﬂluuuputwqpulhymhrfnnuumm
ness in the Catholie press in its discussions on the Land.
When the mind of a non-informed reader is poisoned with
kind of stuff which Ihe Christien Feally and Our Misslons bas
published, 1t is afterwards extremely difficult to disabuse his
mind snd to eliminate the misconceptions. Would 1% mot be fair
snd right for the proper authorities of the Gatholie Uhurch $o
sequaint the editors of the various publications with all the
aspests of the prodlem, with the offielal stand of the Church
on the guestion of Palestine, with the substance of our various

tations and commumications = so that in the future
Catholic resders may not be fed with such malicious distortiona?

As to the guestion of the refugees, I, personally, have
veen all along desply interested im this prodlem. 1 have care-
Mhrulntonhthpnnrqﬂ“htduthw-l
aimates of the meetings of your relief group,
this problem wi colleagues. By this I wish to indicate

voth the lmmeniterien snd political im-
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'm Rev. ll'l'- Thomas J. mﬂ, 3. 7.0, October “. 1948

That there is a very definite political aspect to the question
of the Arad refugees, I am certain you will agree with me. These
are not refugees from a flood or an epidemic. They are refugees
from a var of gz ression which their own kings and leaders started.
Furthermore, they have become refugees mainly becsuse thelr leaders
urged them to run awey. They could have steayed in their homes en~
Joying as much safety as their "Jewish conquerors®. (A letter of
mine on this subject was published, in August, in the
Zines, 1In case you missed it, I attach a copy, which kindly returm
upon perusal).

Writing to you in the same spirit of friendship and frankness
wvhich characterized your letter, let me add that there is also an-
other political implication to this problem. The Arad war sgainst
Israel and the Jews is not over yet. They continue to harass the
small state of Israel in every way possible, and also to wreak
terrible vengeanose upon the defenseless Jewish minorities in thelr
lands, You ere femiliar with the Shafiq Ades case, and this is
“t a8 MT;A Iinaldead du he cmcasbl sce @ Ak .o m‘ ﬂﬂ'ﬂ‘l‘ﬂ“- m
Arab refug wands of the Arad
states - a vhich those Aradb
States are . Under the circmm-
etances, o » Arad refugess on
hamani tard, mnates badly need)
is gg dpeg } in their war of
aggression » ewsy from this
tie=up bet = p highly commen-
dable hums eal and military
profits wh it.

May 1 also point out to you that the Arad governments them-
selves do not seem to show oo much concern. Nor are they willing
to devote their resources to the refugees. If Rgypt, Iraq, Syria
and the others would have spemt half of the money that their war
on Israsl costs them for reliesf of the rofugees, the latter would
be in a much better position. Idkewise, King Farouk and King Ibn
Saud could have taken care of the whole problem by devoting thetr
great personal wealth to the Aradb masses whom they made homeless

and hungry.

The above is eminently true as long as we analyse the probe-
lem from a short range viewpoint. Should we, however, aprroash
the question from a long range viewpolnt, the entire situation
may eppear in a different light, If your relief group was to em-
bark en a program which would include = as you rightly sugzest in
your letter = not only the immediate problem of the Arad refugees
from Falestine, but the hundreds of thousands of potential, Jewish
and Ohristian, refugees from the Arad lands, that would be a 4iff-
erent story. What is more, this body which includes so many
humani tarian organizations is well in a position to try and map
out & plan for a permanent settlement or settlements for the various
national and religious minorities in the Niddle Bast. If your Con=
mittee, or you personally, have such a long range, constructive
program in mind, I feel reasonabdly certain that bdoth the Government

of 1srasl and the various Jewish organisations in the United States
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Very Rev. Magr. Thomas J. MeMahon, 5,7,D, Oetodber 28, 1948

wvould be willing %o lend a helping hand and take an setive part
in the implementation of such a2 program,

This letter is written not on the stationery of the American
Zionist Emergency Council but on my personsl letterhead, in order
to underscore the striotly personal character of the above utter-
ances. Kindly treat them accordingly.

Looking forwvard to seeing you next Wednesday, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

EBH1 DG Elisim Ben=Horin

P. 5, By way of correctiont €o the best of my knowledge, the
United Falestine Appeal never "attacked® your group,
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date October 29, 1948

Eliahu Ben=Horin

I en ytan, of
the 1 iv on the

Mellal

I anm . lonsi gnor
Melial

Best regards.

»-H

EBH:1MB
Ence




Nr., Yalter Rytan
Miroctor Ceneral
Minigtry for Forelgn Affeirs
Tel fviv, lsrsel

Dear Vir, vtan: "

The newe of llensizner Metahon's mlesion 6 Pallsibtine, on behalf
of Cardinal Spellman and the Oatholie Chureh; has undsudbtsdly resched
you, Consegquengly %~ *-—4d-= ¥ ——ocdeoaro a2~ os from
Honslignor Molishon ! dn Falestine
end in the Middle ihe refugees.

His letter to me, 1th this problem,
After giving this onsulting my
celleagues, [ repl resd my reply,
plsase keep in alx ter, written on
my personal static onsl charscter

of thia letter end in the con-
cluding passage of r the telephone
v1th Yolghon, Ind elf, only Cardinal
Spellmen will see my iguvver. - /

On the othér hand, I felt thet & clear statement on the refuges
Lesue could bs leial to us end that it would be wrong for us to
be mencuvered imto'a defenaiwe positiom. I hope that Mr, Shortok and
you share thls viswpaint, /

Honsignor MclMahon will be leaving for the 2iddle Hest in sbout a
fortnight, but he will stop in Fome on his way, I am heving lunch with
him next week, and if emything of interest dsvelops, I shall let you imow,
In the meentive, I wish to emphesize the importanse of Molishon's miscion
to Lsreel and the Middle Bast, He is the trusted represemtative of
Cardinal Spellman and he is the lesding Middle “ast suthority of the
Uatholie Church in Americs. His reports, both on the question of the
rafugees and on the position of the Holy Flaces and of the Christien
minorities in Irrael, will have a decisive influsnce on Gatholie policies
end will also cearry wight with the Vatiecan. This should be kept in wind
by the Covernmemt of Israel and all those governmmental sgencies and menm
vhe will be in toush with Melghon,

For your information, lionsignor liclishon is a seft-spoken mem, very
polite and friendly, 't on ccoasions he san be a= firm es a rock.




give would be lnvaluable for your sontasts with

I would eppreglate heering from you af'ter “omsignor Melahon's
arrival in the oo




October 29, 1948

Very Rev., Msgr, Thomas J. NeMubom, S.T.D.
Catholic Near Bast ﬁlt‘m Associatlion
480 Lex ngton 37&;

New York 17, K. ¥

Dear Mo signor Reclahon:

s I exvlained to vou the other day over the tele hone, the delay
in my answer to your very :inc letier of Octaber | 1 was due to the
JawBk holidays. I now heve vour iotter bel'ore e, and I would like to
deal with the two uestiona: the one which rou 1&&?& stmst.qltu.allr
unanswerad, aa. the second, ahich wvou mian.

| |

The two lssues are obwiously unrelated; and 'ar1'1.=.1:.w-mr]1 da or I may
havs to say on tha “roblam of t?" arab and .'*'ha“ :-a“u;;ada ',is in no way
comnecled with an warair i - ) ) bholle
publication., I, moreover \‘-'-El you
ralse is of ingomrarsbly | 2 Dy last
lettar to ;ou, B8till, 1 rola for
faimess snd correctness ! lons of
the Holy Land, When %he : med with
the kind of stuff wiich T) has
publihed, 1t is afterwvar Lz aind and
to elimizate the 2 sconce sht tor the
proper authorities of ths tora o ths
various ubligations sith 2 the
officiel stand of the Churelion thad. destl -:-;i 9* Paly stu.ne, sith the
substance of our mﬂ;::z:uﬂamtatiﬁgs and communicstions - so thet im
the future Catholic res may not be Fad with such msliclous
distortionsl

&8 to the questionm n\tha nﬁaﬂ. 1, personally, have beem deeply
interested in this problem all Ih ve carefilly read not only

the sress recorts but also the re.orts and minutes of the ssetinge of
your relief group, snd heve discussed this oroblen with my collesgues. By
this, I #ish to indicate that I am fully aware of both the humanitarian
and political implications of this -roblem,

That there is & very definite .olitical asvect to the question of
the Areb refugees, I am certaim you w#ill agres with me., These are not
refugees from a flood or an epldemic. They are refugees "rom a war of
aggreesion wiiech thelr omm kings ana isaders started. ["irthermcre, they
have become refugees mainly becuuse their leaders urged them to run away.




Tha; eould have atsyed in their homes enjoying sz mueh saloty &2 thelr
Jeuish conwerors s ( letter of nine on this subject wes sublished,
in igust, in the Now Jork Timce, In case you miosed 1%, I ettsch

& co)y, whieh kin'ly return after jerusel).

‘riting %2 you in the owse solrit o ‘riendshis and frenkness which
ohiresterized your leottor, let m2 add thet these iz also anotbar
olitieal isollestion to thls ,roblem, The Ared war sgainst lorcel wnd
the Jess » not yet over, They comtimus %0 hurass Lhe soall atute of
lsresl im every ossible sy, and zlso 10 sresk te-ridle
the ‘efenselese Jowioh mimoritdes 1n thelr lands, You sfr
the Shafly ides cese und, unfo tusately, this is sot & ublius imcicent
in the ractices of the Areh countries. The Arab re are a definits
Liability on the hande of the 4red stetes - & 11sility for the very
existance o shich these rah Btstas sea Al scndll wes 1ot .u....m
rosoneibles Under the | ) ihe Areb
reflugoer on hunanitarian i bacly
mesd) 1o g0 1089 re laf P war of
sfdresslon agalnst lorael ¢ Videap
batween hals % Lhe boma) @ bus:alterlen
nderteiiing - and the 0] e irch
Lesgue darlve Trom !¢,

ey 1 slve iat oul
do not sesm to show too 1
thelr resources t¢ the re: "ST\BEYDISy I
wolld spend hall of the. “3:;.; mﬂru
relief to the relugess, lattar ba in
Likewise, Xing Turouk King 1
sroblon by devoting & e
irab masses wioz they ?mwd-

The ubove is -l.nﬂus;'“trm'i- lon, as we enalyse the >roblsm from
& thort renge viewrolntl, Should W9y, Bowevsr, u) rosgh the .uestlim from
& long runge viewpolat, the entire situction may arpsar in & different
Mght, I

the ired lamds, thet
would bs & aifTereut story, hat is sorsy thi: bedy shieh includes seo
neny businltacien orgeni:st oms 12 mll 18 & position to try and aso out
& plan for a peruenent setilemsnt or settlescats for ths various natlomel
shd religious minoritles in the ¥ ddls East, IL¢ vour Cosmittes, or you
‘@rgonclly, bave such & long runge, comstructive srogrss im miad, I Teel




reaponsbly certain that doth the Uovermment of lsrwel amc She warlous
Jesdsh orgeni cations in the United Statos woulc be w lling %o lend 2
heloing hand sui teks sn sctive art in ibe implementatim of such a

ML TER,

In conclusiom, I would liks to esshasise that far frem «tiacking"
your relief group sa you mistekenly stute in your lotter - the Zionist
povensat and the Stute of Iarssl are genuinely concerned with the plight
of Arab refug.es. Om purely bumsnitericn grounds, the: soulc be willing
{0 particigeta in the relief program, 17 they were certein that thelr
offor of hulpy would be welcome Ly the srads. Let ne recall Yo sou the
cuse of the cholers epidemic im Igypt, last yeer, Bumndreds at .eonle
sere dylng ¢elly in igyyt, but when the Rsbres Unlversity ip Verusalem
offered igy t large su, 1les of suti-chwlers veceinss sad & mpdlcal
@ sslon to hels Tfight the ¢ -  *%= ¥-—-td== 4 —jectel the
offer »'thout even & word ¢ or not
wishing % place 1tsell age il

snother point stich 1 wet and
surest say of providia; rel bvicusly
%o end the ’"clestine wur. e
offective s the ond of tha e

refuguen,

Thie letter i writties ] il
Monlet Gnecrgency Councll put om my werwomal letterbesd, in order %
uncerscore the strictly s charuster of {he chove utlersnces.
Kindly trest them acoo . |

A
Lontincr-mrdhiqél{;mmwm.ln

A N
.~ Very siuncersely yours,

lishu Ben-florin




* AMERICAM ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date November 8, 1948

Elishu Ben-Horin
STRICTLY OONFIDENTIAL

As I told you over the telephone last week, I was invited by Cardinal
Spellmen to heve lunch with him todeys In addition to the Cerdinel,
lionsignor Mcliehon, Bishop Arnold, Chief of the liilitery Chapleins, with the
rank of Brigadier-Ceneral, lionsignor Kellenberg, Chancellor of the Diocese
of New York and lionsignor lurphy, personal seeretary of the Cerdinel,
attended the luncheon. However, the latter three did not participate in
the conversation - a very lively one - which went on for ebout 1# hours
between Cerdinal Spellman snd lonsignor lclighon, on one hand, and myself
on the other,

Firgt of ell, one general remark: the Cardinel was not only extremely
'pOli'tE and angimf bt alea Priandlvr thrnauchant anr eqgpnversation. He
started the conver : that the American
government will no ils, I answered that
as Trumen is now P has been favoreble
to Israel ell alon wed the British policy,
it is to be hoped ° & stronger position
to influence the P goverament. Cardinal
Spellmen did not r 1 effirmatively.

The first hou w@ question of the
Catholic churches | Cardinal opened the
conversatlon by se, . . ___ ___. _____ _______, —__ thet they continue to
recelve reports and letters from Israel that desecration of their pleces of
worshlp is teldng place; and that the Isreseli government is leasing or con-
fiscating Cetholiec ingtitutions for thelr own purpcses. They received the
most recent commnication to this effect this morming. He added that if he
were to publish these letters and reports which they have received, as they
are, this, in itself, would have a very inflemmatory effect on public opinion
in the United States, However, he wes not going to do this end he wes now
sending lionsignor Mcliehon to Israel so that he can get a complete plcture of

the sltuation. He wes nevertheless asking me how I would explain these cir-
cumstances.

I commenced by asking the Cardinel whether the report of desecrations
relate to the early days of the Arab-Jewish wer or to recent developments.
While esking this, I emphasized that in those early days, the Arab legion,
under the direction of Christian officers, was shelling and destroying Jewish
synagogues, end that while I did not want to condone any of the regrettable
acts which might have taken place et the time, one should keep in mind the
provocation under which some irresponsible elements might have acted.
Furthermore, as we know from officlel statements by the Isreeli goverrment,
those responsible for acts of desecration were severely punished. However,




should the news cuoted by the Cardinel refer to recent develepments, then I
do not lmow whet to say. All I cen say is that the Isrseli government has
displayed a desire to provide full protection for the verious Christisn comé
minitiess I recelled to the Oardinal stetements by Cetholie dignitaries
testifylng to a fine modus vivendi esteblished between them end the Isreeli
euthorities. The Cardinal asked me for specific reference in this respect
snd I provided him with seme,

As to the reports ebout the Israesli government taiddng over Catholie
institutlons, I sald thet I did not know ‘anything esbout it, but I recalled to
lonsimor lellahon the report which he conveyed to me at the time about the
Isreell government supposedly intending to impose taxation on churches; and
thet after the necessery incuiries were mede, this report wes found to be
beselesss I concluded by reminding Monsignor liclishon that when I discussed
metters with him e couple of months ago, imuedistely after the submission of
their memorsndum to the Mi+ad Waklanae T miccnndad dh.a Nayrdinal 5pellma.n send
a mission of his owm t 1 with regard to
the holy places and +tt 3¢ I added that I
welcome strongly, end uld welcome,
lionsignor Meliahon's mi will give the
Cardinel a first-hand

The Cardinsl aske iion of the Israeli
government on this que .y which he accepted
with satisfaeoction,

Cardinal Sp&llman maares semavaa awa Wy pWe Swacdy Waa=wuo=IECOrd, Dpilliﬂn
ebout the recent encyclical of the Pope on the question of Palestine. Quoting
the Cardinel's words thet it wes e "personal® end "off-the-record" opinion,

I sald that I prefer His Holiness' statement on Falestine made to a delegation

of the Areb Higher Committee in 1946. I seld thet whereas that stetement wes

mede in the spirit of impartielity and fairness to Jewish aspiretions in

Pelestine, the encyclicel wes rether unfriendly and never even menticned the
Jewish people by neme, To this, the Cerdinal enswered thet as he understands

1t, 1t was because of the delicete situetion thet the Fope did not mention the
Jews; 1f he were to mention them, he would have had to mention them unfavorebly

in comnection with the desecration of holy places. But, he edded, I did not
answer his ocuestion with regard t0 His Holiness' stetement on the intermstionalimm -
tion of Jerusalem.

I then analyzed, et some length, the developments with regard to the status
of Jerusalems I recalled that when the United Nations passed its decision on
Pelestine, the Jews accepted that decision, including internationelizetion of
Jerusalem; that it wes Pernadotte who suggested thet Jeruselem be hended over to
King Abdulleh, I went on to sey thet events heve shown the complete indifference
of the entire Ohristien world to the fate of Jerusalem end that the preservation
of Jeruselem fell entirely on the slim shoulders of the Jewish commnity. I
further explained the evolution in thinidng and the necessity for Israel to




gecure the life of the sizeeble Jewish community in Jeruselem, =and I cone
cluded by seying that even now, Isreel is willing to accept the intema~
tilonalization of the holy places, including the 0ld City of Jeruselem but thet
the New Oity is to be incorporated into the Stete of Iereel to ensure proper

communicetions between Jerusalem end the hinterland.
1 cen express no objection to the

With this reservetion,
position taken by His Holiness in the en-

cyelical., On the whole, Cardinal Spellmen end hls associstes sccepted this
explanation favorebly, with lonsignaer Licliehon emphasizing that the Holy See
Was eguelly opposed to the Bernedotte plan for Jerusalem as it would be to any
suggestion which would hand over the holy places into Jewish control, I
remarked that the Jewlsh people do not want to assume control over the holy

pleces,

Then the guestion of the refugees wes raised,

Monsignor Mellghon first

spoke about the transfer idee which I promulgeted in my book end elso in my
letver to the New Yorl
egeinst the existence
he was reeding into m
edvocoted segregetion
plan was based on pol!

on religious ones.

The Oardinel tool
guestion of the Arab 3
grounds to ~ive them }
politic on the part of

ay ag if I were

ine, I answered that
here and that I never
thet the transfer
etions rather than

conversation to the

t wes on humeniterian
ld be right emnd

bﬂp

Lonsignor Mclighon assured him thet he found me very cooperative in this
respect and that I, too, felt that Amerlcen Jewry should perticipate in this

relief program.

I then asked for the Cardinal's permission to reiterste the stend I heve
teken on this matter in my conversetion last week with lonsignor Mcllahon,
emphasizing the personel character of the views expressed end referring to my
personal letter to llonsignor Mclishon on this subject on the politicel aspects
of the problem, which I knew the Cardinal had reed;(et this juncture, the
Cardinel interrupted me with a smile, saying that I expressed my mind very
strongly). I seid that I had discussed this matter with Dr, Silver and I was

gled to find that Dr, Silver felt the same way esbout it.

However, as lionsignor

licllghon was rightly emphesizing, in view of the epoliticel cherscter of the
egencles perticipeting in the relief group, it would not be so eesy to find
& Jewish agency which could associste itself in this drive, The J. D, O, does

not operate in the Middle East,

On the other hend, all the Jewlsh orgenizetions

which do operate in the liddle Bast are naturally connected with Felestine end
Zionism, Hadasseh, for instance, cen be regarded as a purely humenitarian
organization hendling medical institutfons, but it cannot be denied that




Hadasseh 1s part end parcel of the Zionist movement. I went on to sey that
1f we speak only of a gesture on the nart of Americen Jewry, this can be
achieved by the Z, O, A, or other Zlonist groups meking a contribution to
the rellef program, but, ess I understand it, what is needed is more orgenic
Jewish participation in the relief program. After I submit a full report
of our conversation to Dr. S8ilver, I hope thet a way mey be found to solve
thls problem, maybe by inducing the J. D. 0. to essoclate itself with the
relief group, or meybe the American Jewish Committee or the Americen Jewish
Congress could provide the proper representetion of American Jewry in this
effort. The Cardinal reacted fevorebly to the ides of the Americen Jewish
Committee,

In an earlier phese of the conversation, when Cardinal Spellman spoke
ebout the recent statement of the Fope, I asked him whether he would consider
it desirable if I sto .8reel or on my
vay beck, in order to ‘ters of desecration,
etce To this, the Ce .rable for me to
70 to the Vatican on - . be armed with first-
hand information, but @ eble to declde
on this matter when w aturn from Isrsel
before lionsignor Melia ) to arrange for my
visit to the Vatican.

i have tried to i with Cardinal
Spellman as comprehen ) _ ' importance of the
subjects discussed and because it was our first direct contect with Cardipel
Spellman,

Besgt regards,




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date November 10, 1948

Elishu Ben-Horin

As I told you over the telephone, I phoned Mr.
Shertok in Paris this morning, reported to him the
developments with regard to the Arab refugee problem,
and conveye® “~- - ¢ =T "7 “pation
in the reli sation

yesterday.

Mr, St
namely:

a) that 1t 7 to
be repre ing
that it aracter;
and he s B'nai
B'rith as tne pogy to appear on our behalf in this
matter.

that it would be politic and right for us to make a
gesture in the form of a contribution, when the
appeal is made. I mentioned the ZOA as the possible
contributor, but the question of what Zionist body
would make the contribution was left open. If you
wish, I can take up this matter with Mr, Shertok
when I see him next week, although I personally
think that this can be decided here on the spot.

-t

Best regards.

EBH:MB




Rome, November 20, 1948

Deuar Abet

As you see, I am still in Rome, although,
according to schedule, I should have been in
Isruel since yesterday. The Trans-Curribesn line
seems to be irregular, not Enly by name. However,
we ure leaving tonight. My three days of boredom
in Rome are ulwost over. :

McMahon, who arrived in Rome one day ahead
of me, lavished on me hospitulity beyond all
eéxpectations. On Sundu.y, he spent with me over six
hours, shoying me Rome - including the Vaticun,
which is dgaad to visitors on Sunday. As he lived
«ad “tudied here for six years, I could not have
a better guide. He then entertained me to lunch
at the place he stays, which wus attended by
another Moneignor (the president of the Vaticun's
Court) und two priests., We had very pleasunt and
friendly few hours together.

| ts who
- %o pu ' much
interest iiesion.
He then e's Middle
East exp @t sure
of the s 1 have come
one day ught me
together e city
yesterdy ntil the
end of the week.

I met the local lsraeli Consul, who wus
advired of my urrival by Shertok, and 1 um going
mow to visit our Aviation School: wbout 40 boye




Paris, November 18, 1743

Dear Harry:

This being my first letter from Paris, I will try, in addition
to the report on my doings, to convey to you some impressions I gained,
But let's first get over with the "business" part of the letter.

Shertok, whom I contacted immediately upon arrival on Sunday,
could not see me before Tuccsday, the l6th. .8 he put it to me over the
phone: "I wam iliing to work 24 hours a day, but not 25." From whet I
huve seen since of hir und the delegution's work, he did not exagerate.
They ure working like hell. On Tuesda), after many postponments and
changes caused by a sudden call for Shertok to the Political Committee
and by this and that, I finally sat dovn with him for a long pullaver
(vhich of course has been interrupted every three minutes). He was
greatly interested in my report, cspecially in my negotiatioms with
the Catholice, in Mcluhon's forthcoming trip to lIsruel and in the
question of the arab refugees. With regard to the latter, his cable
to Frank Goldman of the B'nai Brith was sent off in my presencej in
fact, I drafted it for him., He fully approved of my line of argumenta-
tion in the Spellman conference. It seems - and Eban told me so in so
many words - that much worce things than those publicized did take
place in the Cathol*~ i=-~+idnddnnma wnmd cn Thew =gt 1t: "We were for-
tunate that report: not reached america."

A8 you know pposed to come here
in recponse to an 1\ 1l do not know whether
this 18 & true sto: g here for his arrival.
1 acsked Shertok his eed to Isruel in case
I meet James here. ause of the importunce
of my being there same way about it.
Furthermore, even | phere of Paris in the
deye of the U.N., s¢. ___ __ 0 @ it e —eg talke. I wus glad
to hear that Shertok felt the same wuy about it, und 1 feel sure that
this would meet with Dr. Silver's and your approval.

In the meantime, I had to prolong my stay in Puris for 2 reasons:
@) I want to ree Jumes if he ies coming, in order to know when he plans
to return to Tel Aviv; b) 1 am waiting for the interview with Hector
McNeil. Shertok approved al=so of this idea. Both he and Ebun felt that
it would be interecting. Walter Kerr, of the Herald Tribune in luris,
with whom I had to clear this matter, also liked the idea of such =«
piece. I am now wuiting to hear from McNeil.

1l discursed with Kennun und Eban your request with regard to
the Chicugo Duily News, Eban promised to let me have the matericzl they
have within a couple of duyes, and I shall then cirmail it to Judge
Fisher in Chicago.

The following will be of speciul interest to Sulumith. Yesterduy
1 had &« long session with Suss=on and Araugi. They were very lauditory
about our work in the Stutes in the field of their wctivity «nd henceforth
intend to be in permument and direct contuct with us., Their report
of whxix their contacts with the E.K. delegation in Paris, or purticu-
larly with Mr. R., has nothing in commom with the version given to me
by E.E. I will tell you in more detail when I am buck. One of the men of




their Depurtment is now on his way %o South imerica to serve as speciul
Attache for these mutters at the Israeli Legution in Uruguay, if I am
not mictaken, He was instructed by them to be in direct touch with us
and to cooperate with us., The Minister and First Secretury .re now here
on their way to Uruguay (if it is Urugusy), and Sassoon suggested that
they arrange a meeting between me and them, so that we talk over matters,
By the way, Sulamith, did you know that the latest, very long memorandum
on the Chritiun institutions is the wWork of Marie Syrkin? She is now
temporarilly attached to the Government for thie kind of work.

this, I believe, tukes cure of the business report, except to wdd
that Schulson is working very conselentiourly and is of definite help.
I saw also Charles Fop who left yesterday for a few days in Geruuny,

Palais Chaillot is like = madhouce. I guined entrance there first
@8 Hy Schulson, and then under By Oown name, on the strength of my Her 1d
Tribune credentials, but who has the patience to sit there through the
interminuble speeches of the Arub delegates, It seems thut this is the
only thing they are capable of doing. X%x There is 4 general conviction
that this UN session will accomplish nothing in any field. If however
we are driven to openly defy the November 4th resolution, then the
British will have achieved one thing: in the eyes of world public opinion
we shall be those who undermine the authoritv a® +ha U.N. That is why
Shertok, Eban und the lefinitely .gainet
& 8traight "no™ unswe wt with regard to
the implementation of ey to the situation
lies of course in Was d until the President
hus time to introduce d shifts, which muy
have a decisive infly

I am mailing - land, as I feel thet
some of the above may

My very best to a1l colleagues and friends,

Sincerely,

/147"3-‘4’"‘"7"“‘"&’&:/%

MB{ /M;
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Paris, November 20, 1948
Dear Abe:

I know frow the press that Harry is already on his new job, Pleuse

transmit to him my congratulations. I know that he is facing « difficult
assignment, but knowing his abilities I am sure he will lick it. My congra-
tulations and best wiches al=o to you in your new role of Executive Director
of the Counecil.

James @. «rrived the day before yesterday. I had breakfast with
him yesterday morning and a talk in the evening. As you probably know,
he had to insist quite a bit before he was invited here. The muin offici.l
reason for hie being here ie the question of the Arab refugees, to which
he devoted a great deal of attention., Some time ago, he sent to Weshington
4 comprehensive memorandum offi the question, which was received there very
well, and which made of James the chumpion of Arab welfure - & very
unexpected development in the eyes of his colleagues und superiors, Buix
which however contribute# to the improvement of Jumes' standing with the
Dept. It 1= needless to say that he heard with gratificution the news I
gave him about the forthcoming association of the B#nai Brith with the
Arab refugecs appeal. (By the way, did it materialize in the meuntime? I

would ver¥ much lik his respect since my
de parture),

S0, when Jan 'Y yesterday morning,
the firet gquarter o estion of the refugecs,

But about 45 minute iticel issues. Jumee
told me in some det iecretury, remarking thut
the latter was a ve im plentys the fucts of
life in general, an British mistekes in
Palestine, Bevin's r the Jews, the cardinal
British mistake of builcing on Arav ioyulty and stremgth (which are both
non-existent), the relative strength of the Jews and the Arabs (quoting from
his military attache), about the Negev and why it is imperative for us to
have it, etc. To all this the Secretary listened with greut sttention und
interest, and xmexxx , aus Jumes remurked to me, he ies not the kind of &
guy who spends & full hour for an interview unless he is interested. This
talk was undoubtedly important both on its merits and especiully in view
of the forthcoming comsultatione of the Secretary in Wushington.

James, too, was greatly interested in my report «bout the Cutholic
negotiations, He is looking forward to seeing McMahon both here and in
Tel Aviv. Shertok will huve lunch with McMahon and me.

James did not offer yet anm wdequate explanation for the imvitation
he sent me, and I aum not pressing him for one as the .tmosphere here and
the limited time do not encourage long talks. As Jaumes put it, he wants
to spend his time here not with friends but with those who need conviction
and persuusion - which is ressonable. I told him sbout the various
missions I have, adding however that my primary «ssignment wae to be at
his diesposal, Accordingly, I wanted to know whether he would like me to
wait for him here and go back to Israel on the same plame, or go to Ilsrael,
attend there to my other ussignments and wait for his return. He said
that he intended to stay here about ten days, but he has just arrived, &nd




why don't I wait o few days. So, I am wuiting, In fuct, I would huve to wait
anyway for McMahon, who uccording to your cable arrives here Monduy,

The Isrueli reply to the U.K, was clever and, for the time being at
leaust, suved us from a very awkward situation. Ross of the Americcn delegation
told yesterday one of the Israeli delegation thit they intended yesterday to
speak up in the Politicel Committee im fuvor of Israel's udmission into the
UN, but then they got cold feet fearing that Israel m.y send in, yesterday,

« straight negative reply .nd thus huardly live up to the qulification of

& “"peuceful nation" worthy of admission into the UN., However now, he continued,
ufter this excellent reply, the USA delegation is going to muke this =peecch

on Monday, usking for Isruel's udmission. I sell it to you for wh.t I bought
it. This is the story us told to me }ast night by Gideon Ruphael (Rufer).

As fur s I can figure out the "program"™ of the Isr.eli Govt at this
session of the UN, they wunt to achieve here (u) Admission into the UN;
(b)No chunge in the uctual military stutue quo in Palestine: (c)The elimina-
tiorof the truce and truce observers nuissance, to be substituted by .n
armistice.

Best regards to you and all colleagues.

acerely,

4 1H

F.S5. I am rending a c¢




an;nbaf 24, 1948

Dear Abes

1 Just returned from lunch with Shertok and Monsignor MeMahon,
which lusted for two hours, McMahon arrived yesterday, phoned me the sume
day, and the two of us had dinner last night und a very d friendly
tkougkt> talk, He has Rade one change in his plans, namely to,after Rome
straight to lIsrael, and not, as he planned before, firet to Egypt and
Lebanon, aund then to Isruel. This is all to the better: not only becuuse
I will be in Israel during his stay there, but alse because his first-hand
knowledge of the Tacts will come 1in handy when he mects the pro-.rab
clergymen in Lgypt, Lebanon and the other Arab lands, Shertok felt the
Same way about 1it,

ne/

Mcliuhon gave the Cardinal'e regards, told me of . Conference of

Bishops in *ashington prior to his departure at which he made &« speciul
Praising our mutual relationship - with Cardinal Spellman

nodding in assent - and toduy he was most appreciative of the opportunity
t0 have had g long, pleasaunt and inter sting talk with Shertok. By the
Way, during my talk with chertok, last week, 1 asked whether the Isrieli
Govt would want me #n ~éa= s an® = o ¥ back, if McMuhon
would be willing to intments there, Shertok
was rather doubtful 3y becuuse, ws he
explained, & missior ligions c=pent & couple
of weeks in Vatican, tlks with leadi wms
people there - thg - and that it
impression of thut d .d welcome now not
Visits from Isrsel 4 | would live up to
their eXpectations, e time comes to decide
on this matter, we o day, Monsignor McMahon
raised on his own in B “ws sug our iuncn with Shertok - the
question of my stopping in Rome on By way back from Israel for .n interview
with the Pope, which he feels sure thut he would be uble to sIrenge,
It is needless to suy that, on this oc¢w.sion, Shertok expressed his
wholehearted approval as to the desirability of such an interview,
Accordingly, it seems likely at the moment, that on my way buck I shall
epend 4 couple of duyes in Rome, :

It seems that I shallbe awuy from New York longer thum I thought
originally. My waiting first for Jumes! arrival and later for Mchkuhon
cuused already a prolongation of my stay in Paris fron 3-4 duys to 2
veeks. Rome may also take @ few days on my return trip. I shall be leaving
Puris for Israel this Saturday, Nov, 23rd, and I shall arrive  there on
the 25th, James Temains here for the time being - engaged us he is &

ten out the situation, Before leuving, I shull have
with him, and if something of special interest emerges,
I shall not fail to inform you.

The invitation to BENx B'nui Brith to join the comnittee for Arad
relief hae not been extended yet. It seems that McMahon misunderstood
me, when I spoke to him last in New York over the phone, However, he is
cabling or writing today to New Tork, asking that the invitation be
lmmediately sent to the B'nei Brith in Washington. As you know from my




previous letter, Shertok sent the cable we wunted him to send to Frunk
Goldmen. Dr. Silver, on his part, wrote a letter to Goldmen before I
left the States. So, everything should be arrunged smoothly. Still, I
think it would be advisable for you to contuct Frank Goldman or Mzurice
Bisgyer and make rure of their acceptance of the invitution and of their
keeping us au courant of all the developments. If you in turn would
inform me of theee developments, it would be helpful. By the end of next
weck, 1 shall be seeing McMahon in Tel Aviv, and 1 would like to know by
then the state of affuirs with regard to the Arab refugee relief.

Plezse tell Sulumith that whem I received, yesterday her letter
enclosing the clipping from the Register my reaction wus that in light
of McMahon's trip to Israel and his forthcoming report, which is bound to
superceed and outweigh «ll the previous statements - at leust in
its influence on the Catholic press in the USA - it is not worthwhile
to raise any questions now with regard to any unfuvorable items which
May appe«r in Catholic publicutions, When I huve chown the clipping to
McE:.hon, last night, hic reaction was excutly the same . In fuct, he
suld it in ro many words. Of course, we cannot say what will be McMahon's
Report. It will depend on the uctual fucts of the situation, us well us
on the reception, guidance &nd interpretations which will be uccorded
to him. But of one “°° o T © 7 7 48 of the impact which
the report of Spelm ypinion in the United
Stutes and not only

As Schuleon | » developmente, I don't
have to write you &l rday «n excellent
speech. The only cr tcessive length of the
speech. A2 many a & » listening to himself
and he gets carried statement us u whole
was extremely good | [f what Ebun told me «nd
Charles Fuhy thif Bu.imsng s2c vemvy av ocwme pawwyy Certain that the
Security Coumncil may vote favorably on Israel's admiesion into the U.N.
According to him, #=ix votes in favor are in the buag; if I am not misteken
he counted the following six: USA, Ruseia, Ukraine, Columbiu, .rgentina
and Austrulia (or is it Cunada that is a member?). The seventh vote
required they expect from Frunce.

The number of people from P.lestine one mects in the halle and
corridore of Puluis de Chaillot mukes one wonder whether there are still
some Jews left in Isruel. One Pulestiniun Journulist counted yesterduy
“hed in the conference room itself hemsannded 27 people of the Isreeli
delegation und ites honored gueests, He said thut he sent « dispatch to
hie paper in Tel=-iviv zbout thut (no other delegation hus more thun
5-6 people, guests included), adding thut he suw Jumes coming into the
press gullery and sitting there, and if this "™pusst" James it should
damn well cuit the various gentlemen from Tel Aviv and their matrons.
There is something to that.

. My very best to you and all friends and collw.gues.

&“( '}:‘ﬁ\"l . Sincerely, é@@_/zu-‘-/

P.S. Tell Ierecli 1 suw Dingall, who i echeduled to leuve tomorrow.
He met Mex Jumes and was very pleused.
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November 26, 1948

Dear Dr. Silver:

You know of = A~f¥rnees S0 Dowmde Feam the coplies of my
letters to the ! r send you to Clevelung
Since my last 1 + 1is little 1 have 1o
add - except with Golda Mayerson
who was worried * judgment is wlmost
irreplaceable. ;0 her understunding
& compromise ag «nd Montor came back
to the UPa-UJdA. I don't know, but
you surely do.

McMuhon left already for Rome; I um leaving tomorrow
morning; «nd Jwmes, who in the meantime arrunged to be
requested by his cuperiors to stay om until the end of the
session, will be back in Isruel by the middle of December.

However, the main purpose of this letter is to get
your approval and blessings for what may turn out to be
a new chapter im my life and activities. You will recall
our conversation on the eve of your last trip to Isrcel
and my request to you to keep in mind my desire for «n euarly

return to Palesg tine. l, on my part, %rutefuLLy remember
your un erstand ing for my request. ceems now thut there




&l *
is an attractive opening for me, which presents the :
elemunts of challenge and sutisfaction - without which,
1 believe, no success cun be uttained in the type of
work which I am cupcble of doing.

Here is the story. In Puluis de Chzillot, I run
ucross Dr. Azriel Kurlebach, whom you know, He told me
that the World League of Jewish Journalists, and particu-
larly its Israeli Branch (of which Karlebach seems to be
the founder «nd one of its leaders), wus entrusted by the
suskx@xxEs Jewish .sgency in Isruel with the tusk of estub-
lishing the Dept of Propaganda. Nominally, the mutter lies
within Dobkin but it a«ppears that
realizing the ad its specific
nature, the « ne job of finding
the man who w i heud this "Ministry
of Propagunda ns véth Gershon
Agronsky, but up the editorship
of the Pulest ested my ncme, which
he suys was W ' me in Fewis, he
ceubmitted the matter to me. :

My first reaction was that this 1is the kind of
work - ectublishing the entire nectwork of Zionist
propag.nda in the world (rudiostationsj news services,
political «nd economic, in «ll the langusges; Mageslines,
jllustreted publications, photo services, ¢tec. ) = which
wppeals to me, and I «m therefore interested in his offer.
However, I «dded, I would like first to m.ke sure of:
l.- Mre Ben-Horin's consent (in light of my wife's
eagerness to retura to lerael, thies is & formulity);
2.- Dr. Silver's wpprovul; 3.- although I will work
under the wusnices -of the Agency, «nd .ccording 1o
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Karlebach, « great deal of frecdom will be wccorded me in
shaping the program und policies of the Dept, I would like
to know-that my cppointment would be welcome to the Iesrueli
Govt und that 1 r LOIL, speclually
of the Foreign U

mlmfi'-ﬁi

Nith regard sthut you would be

interested in ha ey posgition, hundling
Zionist propugen zed this belief of
Kerlebuch, but I to heur from you. 1
then went to see wnd 1 cm gled to
repurt that his reuction wus extremcly encour.ging. He first
embarkcd oa & specch full o1 pruice for me wnd my cualific.tis
tions., Then, remcrsking thaet (hile the ubove was his personul
viewpoint, he wunts to assure me ofiiciully, on behulf of

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, that I will get from them
wholehearted cooperation,

S0, that is that. If T have your approval, there seems
to be no obstable on the way of concluding the matter before
I leuve Isrcel on my way back, I hope thut I mude myself
clecr that «s much us I wish to settle again in Isruel, I
chall do so only if you fecl that I cun be releused from




my present duties in the Emergency Council, In many
ww.ys, morcover, this new Job of mine - 1if it materia-
lizes = will be a continuation of my present work

in AZEC, énd my contucts in the USA, both Jewish «nd
non-Jewich, would be extremely helpful,

I submit to you this entire provosition &t « Very
eurly ctuge of the negotiutions, as I wunt to be sure
of your attitude before I proceecd uny further., in e.rly
word from you T TR T "Tel AVAY - would
therefore be is needless to «dd
that in any c¢ burn the bridges
behind me, be he bridge before me
exists, In ot hear from you, shall
I be able to tictions and eventu-
al acceptance y Iy stotus with
AZeC remains

With my very best regurds to you and Mrs Silver,

Sincerely,

éié:, / .




Mr, Fliahu Benpllorin
Gat Rimmon Hotel
Tel Aviv, Israel

My dear Ber—=Horins

I received your letter of November 26th and I was interested in
the proposition which was made to you, If it is really to be the
head of the Ministry of Propaganda and you are informed before-
hand what yowr province will rually be = your authority, the
degree of your *—-°-—--*-—-- ~) etee = I would
certainly advi: I do your desire

tc settle perm: rise you to go at
this thing ver to make up your
mind wntil afte

While your worl lertain that before
very long the ! 1ave t0 reorganize
and sharply cmn not feel that there
will be any del . ... . o e . et .o oW what you finally
decida to do,

I am particularly anxious to know about Monsipgnor MeMahon's visit
to IEI‘EE‘]L.

With all good wishes, I remain

lost cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL STLVER




HOTEL GATRIMMON
TEL AVIV, ISRAEL

December 10, 1948

De&ar tbe:

It is only two days eince my arrival in Isreel. From this you will understand -
end rightly so - that there wes a further delay in my departure from Cyprus. The British
cancelled the license of the Mediterranean Airlines for the ser®ice to Haifa, and after
staying in Nicosia of all places for 4-5 days we finally made our exit not by plene but
bty boat., It was the small Israeli ship Hatiqua (about €600 tons), cerrving 200 immigrents
from the Cyprus camps, that accomodated McMahon, myself and 3 more "honorsble" pguests,

oheriok did his part in advising the Foreign Uffice here and the other governmental
agencies as to the importance of hcManon's mission. The two of us were therefore expected
and properly received [rom the moment we landed in Haifa. Also two Catholic dignitaries,
including the famous Monsignor Vergani, were at the pier to greet wclkiahon. I asked
Vergeni whether he had many attacss of hicoughs in recent months, as his name figured
very prominently in our New York discussions. Jacob Herzog of the Kinlstry of Religions
in Tel Aviv was ready to leave for Haifa, but I asked to advise him not to come immediately
es I wanted to (a) have & talk with him end other people in charge before they meet the
Monsignor; (b) prevent the impression that we are overbearing in our kindness to the point
of taking up all of Mchl: th his own people. Accordingly,
after seeing the Monsig: d after a talk with Bailin,
the Foreign Office man - the Mongignor should be
treated, I went to Tel | led on me and we had & long
talk. He is a nice yow He displayed complete willing-
to be guided by my advi: it remains to be seen. MNexti
day, I had a long sessic iginally appointed as Director
of the Section of Chrisi  the position of Adviser with
the same rank, becausge | oubtedly the one real expert
they have on &ll the pr¢ nd. Shertok told us that much
in Paris, and I know thL_n___"_T —— S . —-nch with Walter Eytan and today
a long talk with barie Syrkin and Mr, Herpan of the Press Dept.

After all these talks and two days of looking around, & pattern begins to emerge.
There is little doubt that what Aubrey Eban told me in Paris (that thenk God not everything
is known that did heppen) was no idle talk. They all seem to realize that McMahon is by
far the most important visitor they have @t the moment in the country and that there are
bound to be far-resching congequences to his visit, which therefore should be hendled with
greatest care, %erman (b, the way, he impressed me as a bright and effecient fellow) and
Marie Syrkin feel that it would be very desireble for me to accompany the Monsignor on &
thorough tour of the country beyond and above the Catholiec institutions. I fully agree
with them, at least with the part relating to the Mongignor's tour. In fact, 1 talked to
McMahon about this on our way to Isrzel. Against the background of the destruction
suffered by Jewish settlements, the picture of destruction in the Arab and Christian
sectors will appear in a different and much milder light. Although & plen for my independ-
ent tour of the country was woriked out today, 1 am waiting to hear from Jacob Hertzog who
went yesterday to illaifa to see Mciahon, before deciding my own itinerary.

So far about McMahon. McDonald hes not returned yet, but he is expected any day now.
In the meantime, his Councellor Knox, to whom I brought a letter from Jemes, invited me for
dinner last night, attended elso by two of the Atteches. We spent several pleasant and
instructive (for them) hours, McDonald has a very fine team here, all of them friendly
to Isreel. Knox struck me as a particularly nice and intelligent person; a career deplomet
of many years standing who somehow preserved & searching mind &nd a humene approech to
things. McDoneld deserves congratulations for selecting such a good team.




I did not have time yet - in these two deys - Lo even approach the field of
internael relations and politics. Nor am I particularly anxious to plunge into that
ocean. However, I will have to. As far as my personal experiences go, I am thus far
treated nicely by all and sundry. 1t sesms that both the people in Paris and here accept
that fact that somehow - God knows how - I happen to act as an unofficial Ambassador at
Large or trouble-shooter, and as long as they have no cause for complaint - everybody
iz happy.

Abe, please make a copy of this letter and send it to AHS. I think that this is
better than my mailing him a opy. For ths same reason, I won't write to you about many
things, which are better left for my oral resport.

Best regards to all of you.

Sinecarsly,

Eliahu (Ben-Horin)




Jerusalem, Dec. 17, 1948

Dear Abe:

A couple of hours ago, I reached Jerusalem - in company with Monsignor Mchahon and
Monsignor Vergani. On our way from Tel Aviv, we visited Hamleh and Lydda, two former
Arab towns in which very few Arabs are left. The settlement of Jews in Ramleh is well
under way, and the next week the same process is to begin in Lydda. We visited the
Catholic institutions there, and had lunch with the Military Governor of the district -
an extremely intelligent Tel Aviv lawyer who handles the situation, including the problesms
of the locel Christian population and places of worship, with great care and tact. The
two Monsignors had only praise for the man and his administration, which seems to be the
best in the country in this respect. Tomorrow is Sabbath and therefore we shall nol be
able to stert touring Jerusalem and inspecting the damages done before Sunday. However,
one interview - with the Military Governor, Dr., Joseph - is already fixed for tomorrow
morning. I will meet with him about half an hour earlier, so thut he should be eu courant,

A few days ago, 1 went down to part of the Negev, where I saw and heard a tale which
it ie herd to re-tell. In any cese, I wented Monsignor McMahon to see the Negev for him-
self, end he did see it yesterday. I told him plainly that if he restricts his visit to
the Arsab and Christien areas and sees the destruction anc suffering there without having
had & look at the Jewish areas, he is apt to see things out of focus. He agreed with
that and went together with Vergani to visit a&ll those places which I vigited two days
eerlier - and they were duly impressed.

Prior to their arr visited daife, Nazareth,
Acre and a nucber of Ch ne whole, they were impressed
with the fairness and g ietretion and the liscon
officers of the Ministr to be good men, However,
in the eyes of *™cMahon, sitions in the country is
indivisgible {rom the pr Lves, and those &re fostly
cut of the country...

The crux of the pr arefore our people in Tel
Aviv felt that I shoula = _ ___ ) ) _ the blow with the help of
"the personel touch". We shall remain here until ®onday, when *“cliabon and Vergani will
"ecross the lines" on their way to Bethlehem, and I will returm to Tel Aviv. Ilcliahon
expects to spend & number of days not only in Bethlehem - where he is to consult with
Archbichop Testa, the Apostolic Delegate - but in other places of the Arab area. He will
then come back to Tel Avive. It is planned that on his return to Tel Aviv he will meet
vith Shertok, if the latter is back hy then from Paris, and also with Ben Gurion. He has
paid already courtesy visits to Rabbi Fishman and Walter Eyten in Tel Aviv. When ®cMahon
leeves for Bethlehem, I shall go back to Tel Aviv. I have still to spend a few days in
Haifs and the North and I alsoc want to go deeper down the Negev - which was impossible
pecause of the mud. It is raining all the time and the rainfall this yeer is simply
terrific,

McDoneld is back and I had dirner with him the other night. We telked about many
things but thus far he does not disclose why he invited me here - unless he has nothing
to disclose, because he simply wanted to have & few talks, end/or wented me to telk to the
members of his mission and explein things to them. He assures me that I won't know more
about it - why he invited me here - than I know now.

In the meentime, I am having telks with people of all parties and of sll walks of
life, which would supply me with materiel for my Harper's article and for the Herald
Tribune erticles and &lso enable me to give AHS and you a comprehensive report &s to the
state of effairs here, Early next week, I will send my first piece to the Herald Tribune:
on the local oil problem, the Iragi pipeline and the Haife refineries.




1 saw Isrsel Coldstein immedistely upon his arrival and hed a short telk with

him. He told me how matters were finally settled in the UPA-UJA, but did not have
enough time to talk,

Dingall was supposed to leave this morming for the Stetes. I geve him iwo messages
for you, which I am sure he will deliver to you, and the metter will be teken care of by
you,

I am surprised that since my depearture - over & month now - I did not receive from
you even one line., I realize of course that you are very busy, but if you could spare
the time for & letter egbout the stete of effejrs at the American end and the happenings
around AZEC, I would certainly appreciate it.J) Last week, the Palestine Posi published
& dispatch from its New York correspondent - Jegeie Lourie is his name, I believe - under
the heading "Beginning of the End". %he story lold in that cable was that after Silver
and Neumann refused to teke action with regard to the Beigin campaign, it is now considered
thet there is no room eny longer for Ziomigt political unity in the USA, 2nd tlhis spells
the "beginning of the end" of the Emergcncy Council. From what I hear, this Jessie Lourie
is enterpreting events in America in this spirit all the iime. There were tcome pearls
of his interpretations in connection with ihe Montor aifair, the Silver telegram to Dewey,
etc., Even more than after my previous visit here, I feel that the problem of fair &nd
feitiful interpretation of events on the American scene to the people in Israel is a matter
of great importence, which deserves careful consideration and appropriste aclion by AHS
and his collaagues.h

Please tell Sulamit ing me posted on Catholic
developments. It's a pi edvice not to write to the
Catholic News Service, + friend Eleenor is here, end
she went with me to the . asked me &fter his welbeing
and doings.

With my best regar:
Jiehu

P.S. Please gend a Cop, -- e
Tel Aviv, December 20th

I wrote the above in Jerusalem, but there was no sense in meiling from there. When
I arrived in T.A. this afternoon, I found your cable and letter of Dec. €th. I cabled you
immediately that I couldn't do myself the Cyprus story (I wes only in Nicosiz and wasn't
allowed to visit the camps; in addition, I am so busy at the moment that I could not run
around to cook up & story second-hand.) I asked Charlotte Strauss (per very best to youl)
to do it, and she would have underteken it, but she is leaving tomorrow mo:ming for the
Galil for 2-3 days. So, if you ceble me the deadline and the desired length of the dispatch
I will find someone, wither with first hand knowledge or who could get to the eource end
write what the New falestine needs. I was with McMahon until the lest minute when he
left to erose the lines into the 01d City and Bethlehem. He will be back here in about
8-10 days. But about the visit to Jerusalem - see my next letter.
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December ?2, 1346
Dear Dr. Silver:

I am very grateful to you for the friendly .nd penctruotingly sound
«Gvice contained in your letter of December 6th, although Dr. Kurleboch
= the "Shadkhen" in this metter - 1is not yet buck, «nd no developments
whatsoever have tcken place in this respect since my wurrival in Isrcel,
a fortnight .go, it becomes more and more apparent that Kerlebuch puinted
& picture which does not correspond with reclities, I do not want to m.ke
up my mind as to the merits of the Karlebach proposition until 1 tcolk to
him aguin (he is expected back «ny day now), but I have lLittle doubt
that you huve hit the noail on the head., In «ll probubility, nothing will
come of this thing, . .

From my last - rim - copies of which
ure being forwarded - thut thus far the McMahon
visit proceeds satis to say that we had every
reason to fear a wor juently bud repercuscions.
I am confident that, 3, his tour in Isruel
will have beneficial .ons work in the Stutes
end our relations wi te at leust, 1 did mje
utmost to achieve s = _ 4, I received good coopera-
tion from the people here,

In my today's letter to Abe, 1 indicete my itinerwery for the next
couple of wecks, when 1 muy be recdy to return home - wunless you will
wunt me to stay om either in connection with the forthcoming electionmn, or
ony other ascignment. Pleuse let me know in time, At the moment, I must
say that the only uscsignment which tokes up the le.st of my time is the
origin.l one., I meut with McDonwld every few duys, hove & long tulk with
him, znd that is that, But the three other missions I have keep me =0 busy
that I don't know whether 1 am coming or going. Still, I hope to fulfill
«ll of them, wnd, in «ddition, bring you as comprehensive o report as
possible on ull the uspects of present-day reulities in Isrcel.

The titanic job before us now is obviously the economic situction
in light of « very lurge, little organized «nd unprep.red immigr.tion,
The question of housing, work, tr.ining, over-ull ubsorption wnd over=-.1ll
finuncing presentcs the big problem, for which there seems to be no solution
in sight. Either obvious ulternative - +to procecd with the immigration
on its present scule wund in its present form or to restrict it - seems
to be equ.lly unazcceptable cnd apt to produce very undesiruble effects:
in one case consequences of a sociul wund ecomomic nuture, «nd in the other
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case of « moral and political mature, but the choice, if there is .ny,
ic between two evils,

The results of the UN session in Puris proved of course « gre.t
disuppointment to the people here - both in Government .nd in the street.
Where this is going to lead, remwuins to be seen. In the first pluce, it
i= bound to fortify the comviction that the "Geulih" cunnot come - not
in good kimmyx time unyway - from Parie or Lake Success; «nd thut, ev:en
more than in the past months, the decision is to be found right here on
the spot: all kinds of decisioms, including an ugrecment with parties or
party imn the other c¢ci—= 7= *%i~ wosmsnd dhawe 45 very little of o t.ngible
churucter us yet. Ye: sh Elichu Susson and his
top ussistunts. We wi the neighboring l.nds,
one .fter unother, al r unclear. There are
epeculzations wund exp thut. The British fuctor
continues to loom mo , H@ From whoetever cngle
you wpprouch the prol the scy in this purt
of the world and the; ;3 in the deck. Of course,
it can be safely pre in comes to terms with
us, they will jump £ seteblishment of their
econcmic und political posivioms imnu 1m guiming 1«VOrs with Isreel., But
this is &« grey horse of a different color,

With my kindest regards to you, brs Silver znd the boys,

Sincerely,

§ 0 o

P.S. Could you «sk your secretury to muke & coDy of this letter -
except for the first pussuge, decling with my personcl problem =
“no send it to the office in N.Y. They m.y be interested in some of
the cbove.
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342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver Date Jenuery 26, 1949

Bliahu Ben-Horir

I am ¢ Shertok
on the Car¢

Fhotos . The
darald Iril ' soon

a8 they are

l'ay I teke this opportunity to thank you most
sincerely for your hospitality end kindness during my
visit in Cleveland,

Best rﬁgardS- { A‘H'

KEBH: MB
inc,
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MEMORANDUM
Moshe Shertok Pate  Fampary 17, 1949
Elishu Ben-Horin

This morning, January 17th, I wes received by Cardinal Tisserant,
head of the Oriental antion and the leading Vaticar
the Middle BEast.

Before reporting on our sonversation, whish lasted about forty
minutes, I think that a word of explanation on the statud and

of the Oongregasione Orientale would be in order. It

our way in the labyrinth of internal Vatican nhﬁm

4 understand that the Comgregazio e is a unique formation
in the Catholie Chureh, forming in s spedts "a State within a State."
It is the only Congregation in the authority is not re=-
stricted to cert ! possesses full jurie-
diction over cer the Oriental Christien
communities thro the Middle Bast, in -a
liberal interpre } in the West to Indie
in the Bast and . Ohristien Communities
ineclude the Marc 'menian Catholics,ets.,
wherever they ar

How importa '@ seen from the fact
that the Fope hi @* chief of the Oon=
gregation. Oard ) ] .+ w - ) the Oongregation,
holds the title of 1y, 1t 1is organized along the pat-
'I'-ll‘:l. of the Foreigan for every scountry which falls within

Juril-d.tnt:l.nn of Orientale. As there are no similar
of the world, this is a unique set-up for

dith Qardinal Tisserant, friendly and pleasant through=
- quiry on his part after the doings of Monsignor
1 gave himja jreport about the Monsignor's visit and travels in
l'h-nIu oped the Monsignor's visit to the Negev, the Cardinal
: peation of Negba, stating that when he has visited
fid not exist. He embarked then on reminiscences of his
3 PaXestine, in 1904, and the subsequent visits, in 1917 = 1919
(with the Frenmsch Army) end in 19“.

After listening to his resollections of past days, I tried to transfer
the conversation to the imuediate issues. It seems that he received already
& report from the Mackahon-Vergani mission, because he did not hesitate to
agree with my sumning up of the impressions of the Mission, namelyt! "..Whils
reprehensible astions have taken place in the heat of war, the Mission was
impressed with the good will and understanding of the central and local autho-
rities.”




i raised the question of the refugees, pointing out that fewer Ohris-
tians have fled the gountry than Moslems, and expreasing the hoje that,
when partial repatriation takes place, more Christians than Moslems will
return, He agreed with that, and I wish to emphasize that he did not raise
the doubts on this score which we heard from McMshon in Israel ("Bed re-
pergussions for the Oatholie Ohureh in the Arab lands, in case preference
is granted to Christian refugees in the matter of ropn'n-intim'g.

Another statement of the Cardinal worth recording is one regarding
Monsignor Vergani. He praised Vergani's correctness in his reports from
Israel, and said! "He started out as a belisver in the Arab cause, but
he has now shanged his views."

I bad some diffieulty in introducing the question of Jerusalem, but
4 found & way of doing it by diverting our conversation to the late Arghe=
bishop Robinson, the Papal Nuneio in Ireland. I told the Cardinal about
my ensounters with the Arshbishop, in 1938, and how easy it was for us to
reach complete agreement on the question of the Holy Plases. I went on
that no difficutly would arise if the internatiomalization of the
alone is contemplated, without too broad an interpretation
4k t+hla atatamant +ha Nandiewal HFull= w' m' .M
| 8, the Old Oity of Jeru~
' I did not have he
in the intermational
with regard to Jerusa=

. did not come up. As

of his many visitors

wthoonlng eledtions

of affairs, and my
reply that the ®ivvvivms siv nvv iazeiy w inwoguse any tangible change
in the composition of the Government, certainly not on the top level, he
areose, thanked me for the visit, asked me to give his regards to Cardinal
Spellman, and thus terminated the interview.

At this writing, it is still uncertain whether I will be received
by the Pope. It seems rather doubtful at the moment, as the Pope is ex-
tremely busy this week. I will know definitely tomorrow morning.




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
* 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Elishu Ben-Horin
CONFIDENTIAL

20t all of the ltems in the following renort are of a confidential
neture, but some of them are, snd I therefore thourht it advisable to
mark the whole memorandum as confidentiel.

This 1s e report sbout the various talks and conferences which I
hed in New York, ‘lashington and Eoston since my return from Israel,

CATHO AFF AIRS

LI have not yet seen Cardinal Spellmen, who is leaving today or
tomorrow for Guba. However, I was told by his assistant that the
vardinal wishes to see¢ me, end thet our interview will probebly materielize
when he returns fr

i had a long 1« : Hall in

iaghington (as you the Centrel Catholle
lews Service). Uy out whet L felt all
along - that liser. visit to Israsel
will supersede sll h regard to
desecrations, etec, ement that all this
business about des: bridge, ss it all
happened in the heq the last few months,
since a stable gov¢ ere wesn't even one
accusation in this respect, There is a wosqibility that Mr. Hall mey use
parts of my article, "iinorities in Israel", which sppeared in the Herald
aribung, in the Catholic press in the United States,

At the sugpestion of lr, Tuvim, we arrenged a little conference last
Friday, with the participation of reprecentatives of the American Jewish
Committee, the Americen Jewish Concress, the Anti-Defamation League, end
the lgyor's Committee on Unity, to which conference I reported on the
“etholic aspect of my vislt to Isreel. All those present displayed great
interest in this report, and, at their request, I will prepare a memo=
randum on this quujact for them to send out to all their locel cormittees,
Judge Froskeuer, wi whom I spent over one hour a week ago, was also very
inverested in whet I had to tell him about the Catholic situation, Other-
wise, I hed gulte a discussion with him on internal matters on the Americen-
Jewlsh scene - & discussion in which your name firsured very prominently.
With your perumission, I prefer not to write ebout it, but leave it until
ve meet,

Al S5 1C SLEALE OF LegDUTALD TO BUXTON
I hope you will recell whet I told you about the misslon To Zuxion
with which licDoneld entrusted me. I wes in Boston last week and had a long
and thoroughly enjoyable few hours with Frank Buxton., He promised to at-
tend to LicDonald's request and he hopes to he able to settle it satisfactorily,
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Qur conversetion covered, of course, wide ground, but you know how
cevoted Buxton 1s to our ceuse; so, there is nothing to report about that,

HLIAHU EFS 'r..L

I gave mps¢911 a report about my doings in Israel, and he returned
the courtesy by d seribine- ¢ﬁ“¢‘*tans in Veghing ba me, especlelly
in the otate De“ﬂ“tﬂnnt a8 uE sees 1it, here wue unl“ one 1tem which
may be of l-terost to you in thls connacti nantely that, in Eliahu's
Judgment, 1t is Vebb rether than Acheson W'G is the trusted man of the
hite House and the.Stete Department; end thet Yebb mey exerclse greecter
influence in the day to day conduct of the Stete Department than the
Secretery. OCharles Fghy, whom I saw later the samc day, end whom 1
cautiously questioned on this point, wes not certein et all as to di-

vision of funetione and influence hetween Achesom

15

ineteln told me that he received a letter fronm . Llnistry
in lsrael on the subject of our activities here, esp W n the Ugtholle
fisld, He went g~ +~ =~ =a =bhod wadld Ra e fdaan wg proper
coordination betw ; n the
Rirye the guestic 1'%t I think thet
the oroper way we zh him, He added
shat by thet, he gts between us and
the Forelgn !linie 8 r. H, way to do
1t would be throu iere, 4 agreed with
him on thet, and Ls guestlon in the
irst plece, I 1 rlv, 1 found that
various sections, Len lWinistry, and of
other .‘inistrles, spect of our
ectlvities in the oveaves. wmecn or wnem wanvea reporwvs about developments.
This, I sald, would not be prectical as it would involve sending numerous
reports to various addresses on everything we are dolng.s OUn the other
hand, we are widely interested in reeceivinz regular and prompt informatlon
from the Tel Aviv end, as we cannot work in a vacuum, That is why I put
the question to Lir, Shertok as to proper coordinetion and contacts. 1
went on to say that I fully agree with Epstein thet the orderly way of
conteets would be through him, and I am willing to eblide by that, except
for .certaln cases when wo mey fecl that a direet approach would be ad-
visable. In such cages, we would i mcd_ately send him any copy of direct
cormunications to Tel Aviv, 28 we have done in the past, Uith this,
Engtein willingly egreed,

PUSSIELE REVIVAL OF THE HOOVER PLAN

i belleve I reported to you at the timne, several months ago, sbout
the urgings on the part of the Israell Goverhnent to nublicize the Hoover
Flan, In the course of my conversetions with l'r, Shertok, and at the
other conferences, with the particlpation of Misgr, licliahon, ample evidence
vaes forthcomling to the effect that the leaders of the State & .Lsrael are
now very ruach in favor of %'e 1dea of transfar, or as they call it

"Exchangze of Populetions". Timpora mutentur,.,
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A few days ago, I recelved = telephone call from Co
the group of Jewish engineers amoti
You mey recall the man, as he wns

oneg of the leaders of
of the Hplfas Technion.

1. Elyachar,
ve on behelf
s one of the

delegation of engineers which visited you a few months ago in the

Jewish Azency building.

Falegtine Lnrn, a
q'-:l':l I'gcan uJ.r
Helfa Technion,

I was also present et that meeting., He is

congtruction sngineser of standing, a WGnlth man
doneted #¥26,000 for the erection of a library in the

farther recall that nfﬁer Herhert Hoover

issued his statement, in 1945, this group of engineers displayed
Interest in the Hoover Plan, and I had e few sessions with them,

Klyacher was one of

Elyachar now

vhet I thought of

talk, 1 told him I

daralc Tribune on
advocate the Hoove
publishes these ar
the btest push for
After that, it sho
would take _upon th
even more importan
than ever before -
glxteen million do
and the large-scal
for a Middle East
large constructive
business to see to

I would be greetly

Best regards,

Zroup.

phoned mé to say tﬁﬂu. in hWis Judgment, the time
hrs now arrived for the

revivel of the Hoover Plan, end he asked me

Yesterday, I hed lunch with him and a long

was writine two articles for the lew lork
ich I will
Tyed 3
l1 provide
g Hoover Flen.
of paople wh
. 4Lhls is
£ this moment
sent grant of
refugees,
Government
L1 to promote
in that part of the world, it is our
Isreel nprofits from these schemes,

interested in heving your resction to the above,

£ p-t.




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date Yebruary 11, 1949

-

Elichu Ben-Horin

§ =

xkui.-‘-.r_’_-_....é.:_.l.'

the neople ©o whom Jemes !leDoneld wrote letters supesti:
ey be ﬂWﬁervrtjd in hetring my impressions and observations
ag Thomasg larray, whom lieDoneld deseribed to me as the
1*"713 in the elreles of Cardinel Srellman.
by lurray to hls Park aAvemue resl
riffiths. 7Tou nrobably rememb
inz our first interview with
hencellor of Lillitary Ordil
men's of

3

‘ozethar far nan r twn hera. and the twoe centlemen were
vcrf wuch Inters wag mainly devoted
tholie bug! wr, 4 ﬁuok: gt some
bout the 8008, a3 well ¢
Arsb r hem about lisgr,
8 reserv . of Jeruselem, and
the guestion . lowever, about my
conference with | jore favorably
welined on thes sey thet both

[
T

‘..I‘- CGriffiths i and explanations
10ut one word il a definite

& L1

vavassd Which I outlined,
Un the questi fugeas, I spoke at some length in favor of
L transler,  excheng ¢ '"Oﬂ'lh'k'i:f-’:r:".: A alf ':’,LIB promized to report
this conversetion to al u"El men, who left for Cuba, but wh
xpected back in 2 fe '_,; I am still waiting to hi :
view with the C&réinpl.

afa

connection, ;-f would 'ﬂ 'ﬁﬂertﬁ;ﬁi in ter just received
from Cardinel Tisserant in Home. The Cardinsl wrltes:

vou are right
rote me abo

=

Lt your v{e about the oprortuniiy of the
ut r-fers to a Lebanese-Llarcell elllesnce

\
ather jwad - IBH), I em speaking In the seme san:e, when

to do 1%, em vlad that I'rence and other countri have

e i sl R - 3 i 1 . e B ad
the feet of the new Stebe, hink thet
-ie 5y ol oy o o & 3 - = il . am
atemnenc, comin f ag I 1 AL NS Lizzseran
tentel Consrosad

e

rosord

| g E.
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Abba Hillel Silver Date February l4, 1949

Eliahu Ben-iiorin

In one d that the

representat: ‘eported on
he Cetholld mgested

thet L »nrepi would send
out to thel;

L heve ] \ght you
micht wish & copy of it, which 1s herewith enclosed,

Best repards.

& A-H.

44]'16.
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J B ShH=-OATHOLIC RELALLCNS IN ANUD QVER ISHATL

Fast Gecriminetions,

During the first wonths of the Palestine War, Ieports describing desecra-

tion of Christian sanctuaries by Jewish soldiers were widely publiclized in the
Auerican prese, psrticularly in Cetnollie publications., Needless to sey, these
reporis hed an unfavorable effect on Jewish-Catholie reletions in the United
olates and the worid over. If left unchecked, this developuent ecould heve led
10 wosl undesireble results boin for the state of Isreuel end for the Jewish
coumanities in many lands.

We, thereiure, rfeel that a recent report onth.s question by & coupetent
eye-witlness deserves our careful attention. We rafar 1o & survey of Catholic
institutions and i =Horin, well-imowm
writer ena Advlser wican Zionlist Buergency
Couneil, Part of | itutions in Jsrael weas
made in the cowpan, presented Qardinal
Spelluan on & gpecilt msiguor Anthony Vergani,
Vicer-Geuneral of the Latin Pertrlarcnete in Isrsel. Mr. Ben-Horin is therefore
in & position toc report to souwe extent the lmpressions of these two Catholic
dignitaries,

Not (One Juolident in uany jonths

urs pen-Horin's report was subwitted at & conference of representatives
of Jewlsh pnetional organizatious. The outstanding feature of his report is the
faucl that not a single cese of desecration or wistreatuent of Qhrietians hes
taken place since the esteblishwent of the Governuent of Israel. This werely
reeuphasizes the trutn that whatever excesses ogecurred, 100k place during the
height of the Palestine Wer last summer and were perpetrated by irresponsible

individuels; accordingly, repousibility for tnose acts cennot properly be




ascribed 1o the Governwent of JIsrael or ihe Jewish coummunity as e whole.
Frou ihe momeut stable government was established in Isruel, not one sericus
cowplaint was recorded.

Miporities lu Israel

in &n article under the above title, pubilshed in the New York Herald

Iribune of January 5, 1949, Mr. Ben-Horin described and Lﬁi;zed the facis
about the situation of the uational and reilgious minorities in Isrsel and

the treaiuwent accorded them by the Isreeli Govermment., A large-scale and
costly progrem of education for Arab children has Leen edopted end put into
operation by the Government, &t the expense of the stute budget. The minori-
tles, Ohristisn wiu i ‘elvil rights, with the
exception of freeds © war. AS SsOOn 48 peace
is established, thl s 'The special needs of
the various religic government with the
greatest care and 1 en~Horlin described &
Ohristmas party te: by the lsreaeli comuend
of tne camp, which he sttended, along with & Catholic Bishop and an Areb
Qatholilec dignitery frou Heifa. Both the prisoners and the Heife visitors
preised the Israsli authorities for the humane end consliderate treatuent they
&ccorded the prisoners of war,

The Christien Comwmunities

The wass fllght of ‘the Arebs frow Pelestine has left only ebout one
hundred thousend of them in Isrcel. However, it was mosily Mosleuws who ran
away. Of the million joslews, ouly about £0,000 stayed behind, whereas an
equal nimper of Christiens remained out of e tdelpre~war comuwunity of ohly

126,000, Nezereth and e Quristien villages in Lower Galilee now hold the

wajority of the Qhristiens in Israel. Thelr churches aud mones{ries were

hardly touched by warfare. Mosi of the Curistian communities in thlse area are

lntisecti.
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In the wixed cities of Pelestine == Jerusalem, Haifa, Jeffa, Acre =-- the
Chrietien populetion has decreased in number through the Arab flight, but the
comuunities exist, enjoy complete freedom to practice their faith, and wmost
of the churches are in perfeet condltion. The sawe is irue of the smaller
towns, like Ramleh, on the Tel Aviv-Jerusalem road. It wus mainly in Jeruseleu,

where & battle of artillery went on for months at close renge, that churches

as we 11 as synagogues suffered dumage from warfare. The Church of Dormition

on Mount Sinai, just outside the walls of the Old Oity, wes hit by wany Arab
gshells. The saue applies to the Church of Noire Dewe, which is on the border
dividing the Jewish positionsfrom the Arab. Wherever physical damage was
inflieted on Christian churches, it was done by Arabs, namely by the Trans-
Jordan Legion. Thls

Qn the othner he al and locel == have
not only done taeir amage was done by
Jewlsh soldiery, but sds of the Christian
comwunities. Thus, and the severe ration-
lng in the country, d food to the old and
infirm of the Christien comwunities in Jerusalem , footing the cost itself,
All through their tour of Isreel, the two Lonsignorl and ur. pen-Horin came
across cuses 0f excellent care and understanding displeyed by the Israeld
authorities towards the needs of the Christian comwunities. When, for lunstance,
the sisters of the French Monastery in Bin Karem, outside of Jerusalem, asked
the Israell Milltery Governor of the area to intervene on thelr behalf with
the Transjordsnien authorities in the (0ld City for ihe release of their
Mother Superior, the latter was brought back to the Monastery the same afterncon.

Prospecis of Future Relsalions

Summing up, Mr. Ben-Horin arrived at the conclusion that tnere 18 no




- b -

reason to expect future complicetions in Jewlsh-Catholle relatlons, as fer
as the safety of the Catholic sanctuaries end the rights of the Uathollc com~
minity in Israel are concerned, However, there are other problems concerning
Israel which will surely effect Jewlsh-Catholic reletions in the future. The
question of the administrstion of the holy pleces is one of these problems,
However, there are indications that thlis issue may be resolved in the not too
distent future in a menner satisfectory to all concerned. Isreel unconditional
ly favors the establishment of an intermetional regime for the holy places, as
lon= as the latter term is not interpreted too broadly. In other words, isrszel
supnorts an internetlonal regime for the Old City of Jeruselem, but is un=
slterebly opposed 1ich contains no holy
places) in the int lie Chureh has thus
Tar falled to expr ssue, there are reasons
to believe than an ve reached.

The most diff 1tion will probably
requlre the greatest effort on the part of all concerned, is the problem of
the Arab refugees., Hundreds of thousands of them are today homeless and
hungry. Bven though the responsibillity for their plight does not lle with
lsreel, as lonz as their fate remains undecided the pressure of thelr presence

on the borders of Isreel 1s bound to prove a gerlous irritent both in Jev

Areb end in Jewlsh-Cotholic relations. It is to be hoped that before long a

constructive plan will be evolved for s permanent solution of the problem of

the Falestine Arab refugees,
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mewolrs, ections!

one, & re menn played

in the fo iy, Lnocldsntelly
of the na mse thet wh
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“auld oth ) maen is
netly marred 1 . self conce’t whilch prevents him from
deserved crt ui+ to others, His memoire confirm me
the concluslon that I hed prau‘u sly formed - 1
no credit for this, b beceuse I think all - "'L*L..l{;
"iat;sta were of the seme opinion - that but for the stand
Llver took, “here would today be no State of Isreel.
ertainly, 1f laft to Welzmann and his followers alone,
the British would still be in Palestine. 4and, paren-
:neticelly, my own opinion is that they would be there today
if 1t hed not elso been for the "terrorists" whom Dr,
elzmenn so gtrongly condemns,"

This r&:‘tdad ne of our canuarx;“‘ru on
vleveland, and I thought that you would 1
reading the remarks of Sidney Herold.
iy very best to wvou.
ely yours,
-l-f‘{d.--q_-'

Ellshu Ben-Horin




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE
Condiilisend d‘quqaﬂuu NEW YORE 17. N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1180
Mizrachl Organization of Amerieca

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America

Zionist Organization of America

February 28, 1949

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silvem

Thi: anted
to dlscw raing,
The enecl nder,
in Washi im, are
self-exp: er after
previous at you
will epp!

As 1 2 to do
With the i pvivy ~vmaveay = wmy vavaw. ----8 $0 yOU
ebout 1t within the next few days, or walt until I
have a chance to talk to you on one of your future
visits to New York.

With my very best regards to you amd Mrs, Silver,
I am

Sincerely yours,

o TN

Elishu Ben-Horin




STATE OF ISRAEBL
Frovisional Goverrment

2210 Massachusetts Ave.
Office of the FRepresentative Washington 8, D. C.

Adams 5411

February 25, 1942

My, Elishu Ben-Horin

Americen Zionist Emergency Council
342 Madison Avenue

New Iurk, H. X.

Pear Ben-Horin:

1 copy of an
article which ¢ . The
vliclousness of ates
possibly that t the
Catholies left

I umber of
interested peor rliest
gosuule time { oblenms.

here is, in ac igious
groups, the majur gquesvion or our posivion regaraing the
Arab refugees, and I suggest that if you can make it, we meet
in Washington on March 2ard. Irvitatlons to this meeting are
going out to Dr, Karl Beehr, Mr. Harold Manson, Mr, Ben
Epstein eand Mr. Joel Wolfamohn.

I have also sent a copy of this article with

suitable comments to Dr. Sterling W. Brown of the National
Conference of Christians and Jews.

1 would appreciate your confimming your ability
to be present on Thursday, at 11:00 a.m.

Ilours sincerely,

(Signed) H. Zinier

Harry Zinder




Ametican Zionist Emergency Council
MEMORANDUM

Abe Tuvim Date February 28, 1949

From BElishu Ben-Horin

this mornlﬂg with Harry Zinder, in Washington, on the subjel
invitetion %o me to participate in the ¢anferan¢a which he 1

I told him, first, that neither Karl Baehr nor I uould be abl§
to this cunfﬂranﬂe, end I went on to ask him who Bem :
Joel Wolfsohn, mentioned as invitees to the conféFance;—ers
told me that thasﬂ aforementioned gentlemen were raprauentative-
the Anti-Defamastion Leapgue and the American Jeywismlommittee, I to)lg
him that this matter, in general, as it ¢ 8 Americen scene,
should be handled by the American Zionis ergen uncil. To this,
. he replied thet it w ied to discuss,
but also the questio “loned in his
letter. 1 added tha as far as it
concerns public rela e dealt with
through us.

Here, Zinder embarke >esn't understand
it; that the Emergen r the State of
Israel, that what he srganizations
separately the viewp invite all
organizations - the the American
Jewish Committee, ete. nd present em the stend of the Israeli
Government, and those o i1zations thft/will want to promote this angle
will then do so. To thi t it won't do for him to put us
and the A, J. 0, 8, on the same footing: that as
' s he wants to do away with us - it is
e as the central body for Zionist public relations in
As Zinder mentioned previocusly in the conversation that he
ganizations, I told him that we were working
- ge non - but pro-Zionist - bodies on every
question
cause, and

should be ac

I went on to tell him that 1 heard of a meeting which took place in the
Jewish Agency with the participation of Eliahu Epstein, where it was sug-
gested that s special section be set up in the public rslations department
of the Agency to handle the Arab transfer project. I said that this, too,
seems to be the wrong thing to do, as it is & matter which should properly
be handled by the Emergency Council. Furthermore, I was rather surprised
that neither Elishu Epstein nor anyone else thought of inviting me to such
a conference, as I happen to be the one who first advocated the transfer
ldee years ago, at a time when the initiators of this meeting strongly




objected to it. I feel this tc be a personal slight which I
do not think I deserve.

Zinder seid that he hadn't heard a thing ebout such e meeting,
and was surprised to hear that the meeting took place, and that
he will teke it up with Epstein and let me know.

As to the conference this Thursday, he said that in view of our
objections, he is calling it off. I suggested to him that in
order to avoid misunderstendings in the future, a delineation of
functions should be made.

Best regards,

LBHIMB




80-08 35TH AVENUE
JACKSON HEIGHTS
HEW YORK. N. Y.

ILLINOIE 7-4695

SQUFIDRNTIAL Merch 1, 1949

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

I hope you feel 1ike thenking God that the U,P.A. contro=-
versy 1s over, The other side won this round, btut I do not have
to tell you that it is a Pyrric victory. Unfortunately, it
will not be Messrs, llorgenthau end Montor, nor lYr, Kaplan who
will pay the price for this foolhardiness, but the penniless
immigrents and the State of Isreel as a whole, However, you
cannot possibly set your head on other people's shoulders, or
lend them your breins. That's the way they wanted it, and that's
the way they'll have i1t., laybe, by 1960, they will have learned
thelr lesson.

Sti11, I hoy g God that you
are out of it for ow devote your
mind to problems ntor problem,
There is one ides u, and, if I have
your blessings, 1 ganization of the
thing,

I was thinki the moment is ripe

for its materialization: = C .
It should start in the U,8,A,, then in Isreel, then in all the
countries of the Western Hemisphere interested in trade with Isrsel,

In writing to you, I do not see any necessity to enlarge on
the importence of the project itself. Let me, however, emphasize
the desirability and plausibility of a 2,0,A,~supported initiative
and influence in this matter., liost of the people potentially
interested in business and investments in Isrcel are to be found in
the renks end periphery of the 2,0,A. Also in Israsel, if it is to
be & real Chamber of Commerce and not one more government-controlled
office, the people active there would belong to the same middle
n%aas category = although cooperative institutions should be welcome,
01 COoUurse.

There is little doubt that if we do not take the initiative
nov and begin lmmediately to organize the thing, Mapai, through one
of its meny institutions, will do so before long. Whoever will be
first mey retain the imtiative end influence in the future.




80.08 35TH AVENUE
JACKSON HEIGHTS
MEW YORK. M. Y.

ILLiNGIS 7-4695

One may reise the objection that the thing cannot be
organized and put in opergtion without the consent and co-
operation of the Israeli Government, This is true, and this
provides one of the reasons why the 2.0,A. should not appear
officielly in this connection. There is another, even more
valid reason agalnst an open Z,0,A, association: the non-
political, purely trade character of the Chamber, in which
meny Gentiles and corporations should participate,

Accordingly, if I have your approval, I would proceed
with it in the following manner. First of all, I would try
to pet & ver ’ ’ tile, with a big
business nam lency of the
Chamber, Th lernard Baruch.
Then, the fi 1t a hundred Jewish
businessmen shat, the Israeli
authorities ) 80 manipulated
thet the fir a considerable
number of pe everybody, so
that the 2.0 wious.

You will probably smile bitterly and say "Gute Zeiten"
that a Z,0,A, effort on behalf of Israel has to be cemouflaged
in order to gain Israeli support, I am ready to smile with
you, and as bltterly, but you will agree with me that we cannot
fold our arms end totally withdrew from the scene, The baby
is as much ours as theirs,

The American-Israeli Cheamber of Commerce will represent
the only orgenized group of business interests directed towards
Isreel, and will therefore be the natural springboard for
every end all economic plans.,

Flease give this matter some thought, and let me have your
opinion as soon as you possibly can,

My very best to you end Mrs, Silver.
Sincerely yours,

Eliahu Ben-Horin




HERMAN P, TAUBMAN

March 2, 1949

Mr. Elishu Ben-Horin

% American Zionist Emergency Council
442 Madison Avenue

New York 17, New York

Decr Eliashu:

I learned upon my return from sn extensive business trip,
that during my absence from the office Mr. Berkson was in Dalles
talking to a few of my friends who have some small oil interests,
about the possibility of organizing a group to develop oil deposits
that might be founc = iidn't get very
far as most of then vith me before
they went into suck

My reaction, c facts about the
plens or ideas the t to oil develop-
ment in the Negev ¢ that this
should be very care should be given
to anyone even if 1t i« I am sure Mr,
Fohs end Judge Herc the State of
Israel is ready for 18t any pro-
motionel schemes from &ny source, even those who perh&ps may mean well
in the beginning and later exploit their resources without proper income
due to the Gtate of Igrael itself,

I would therefore recommend that you investigate what might be in
the offing by either the Berkson crowd or others with respect to oil in
Israel. Also will appreciate hearing from you if you may know or cen
find out the feeling of the Isreeli Government towards such a development.
I am confident that we can get the backing of a proper group at the right
time, thet will have the sim and function to see that the interest of the
State of Igrael is well guarded. Frankly, until Isreel is well entrenched
all such development should be discouraged because we will creste more
enimogity and jealousy from many sources, most of which you ere familisr with,

Mrs. Taubman has been talking very favorably thst we might make & trip
to Palestine and when we do I plan to bring along my son Louis who is
& graduate of Stanford Upiversity with a Masters Degree in Petroleum En-
gineering, and since he has been out of school for nearly four years he has
been spending his time in the oil business with my Compeny. And while I
would not depend on his judgment for en underteking like this, I think for
preliminary purposes he could be of considerable help.

Since you have made so many trips, in addition to the fact that you
lived in Palestine for a considerable length of time, 1 might ask you for a few




suggestions as to when would be the best time to go and how to go
about having a pleasant trip; particularly, which would be the best
and safest travel and how to go about getting reservations to
Palestine and after we gel there. If you have the time to drop me a

line answering some of my questions, I would appreciate hearing from you.

Wie are hopeful of being able to attend une "Salute to the President
of Israel" April 25rd at which time we are looking forward t. seeing you.

Trusting that you and your family are enjoying good health, and
with xindest personsl regards, I am

rours,

in

HPT:IHC

cc: Judge Sidney He
Shreveport, La,
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of your departure; othervise, all the informatiom I will
give you will be theoretiecal. I will also advise you them
with regard to hotel reservetions in Israel.

Looking forward $o seeing you in Hew York, and with
best regards to you and the family, I =m

Bincerely,

Elishm Ben-Horin




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date March 8, 1949

Eliahu Ben-Horin

I enclose cop n Mr,
McDonald, end my r wght,

I am elso att of a letter
I received from Mr 5, in Tel
Aviv,

Best regards.

-




THE FOREIGMN SERVICE
CF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Awerican Hubassy
Tel Aviv, Israel
February 16, 1949

Mr, Eliehu Ben-Horin
Zionist Hwergency Council
242 Madlson Avenue

New York, N. Y.

Deal' ben~lLioring

I am grateful to you for your ceble about our Government'e
decision to raise the status of the American Kission here.

I hop the President has
thus express a8 given me to work
with the Gov development of even
closer relat

Readi getting out of Israel
end on to th ly should have had a
personal cou ng letter from you
glving me th d en route and also
YOUr POrSOHA. . comm cmren e v vmmmwaeve v werw=0pDONtS At home,
Do write soon.,

All the licDonalds, iiss Olark and the men atthe office send
their warm regards,

Cordially yours,

/e/ James G. McDonald

P.S. By the way, I hope that your chiefs were pleased with the results
of your mission.




ALR _MAIL March 7, 1949
EERSONAL

Honorable James G. McDonald
Ambassedor to Israel
Tel Aviv, Israel

Dear Mr, McDonald:

Thanks very much for your letter of February 1l6. 1 was very glad to hear
from you, although the assignment you give me this time - aend, for a change,
you spell it out in so many words - to m.pglr you "with personal and con-
fidential comments on developments at home" 1s & tall order, However, I will try.

I take it that by "developments et home", you mean primarily the happenings
on the American Zionist scene, The external facts relating to these developments
are known to you, and I have nothing to add, The interpretation of these facts
is, of course, a different matter.

Being mostly interer-+ - +%= Soccd— —ofdew oF Bdovdom, 1 did not take an
active interest in the i) matters have reached
such a stage that the de - out across the
future of the entire Zio d also in Israel.

I do not know how 1l distence from the
scene, but as I see them iad pleture. If one
ever dreamt of a day of the forces and factias
would unite in a supreme 'y this looked like the
ideal moment for it. Al » great historical
triumph has turned into -

Leaving aside the question of guilt - not that I don't hold very definite
views on the subject = I feel that some people are guilty of short-sightedness and
feulty thinking., Their first greve mistake is that they seem to prefer a partmer-
ship with "the fair-weather Zionists" to the naturel partnership with the old and
tried guard of Americen Zionism, which has had such a considereble share in the
very achievement of statehood for Ierasl. Such a poliey is not only highly um~
becoming but is also lacking in vision., Israsel 1s now over the first hurdle, but
there will be many more hurdles on its way, when the wholehearted cocoperation of
American Zioniem will be imperative, Why then undermine the spirit, the en=
thusiesm end devotion of the Zionists of America and of their leaders?

On the American scene, I am afraid the array of forces at the service of pro=
Areb propagendea is already very formidable, I enclose a copy of a memc sent out
the other day to all the locel Emergency Committees, outlining the far-flung locel
enti-Zionist front in America. Yet, the seme people who were set on pushing Silver
out of the U.J.A. are now trying to undermine and possibly ligquidate the Americen
Zionist Bmergency Council - the most efficient political and publie relations or-
ganization which Zionism has ever possessed in any country,

I em €reid that you are getting more then you bargained for. My letter,
slowly but surely, develops into an article, so I had better stop, here and now,
The sbove comments may give you an idea of my thinking on the subject,

My best to you, the McDonald family, and yur colleagues and assistants,
Bincerely,

ERH: MB /8] Bliehu Ben-Horin
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

Zliehu Ben-Horim

1 emclose copies of a letter which I received from Mr,
licDonald, end my reply, which I mentiomed to you last nighs,

I em elso sttashing, for your informati e copy of a letter
i received from Mr. Jacob Herzog, lﬁniutf ligions, in Tel
viv,

Best regards,




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE
Condlilucent d’waﬁwu NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of Amerca MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachl Organization of America

Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America

Zionis! Organization of America

March 10, 1949

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr, Silver

I feel thet you will be interested in reading the enclosed
copy of a letter I received yesterday from James McDonald. I
particularly drew vour attention to the cooy of hie letter to
Sidney Herold., | s thet I
communicate to H e in
licDonald's lette: h the words
"For the success mind is
thet Schulson ma; ough Pavid
lliles, or someoni 1ld. Should
I do this?

The first m . the transfer
business - is se’ In the
mesntime, T had « _ _ __ _ _ one with
Schechtmenn, It seems that the Agency 1s much more upset about
this arrengement then we are, Indeed, Schechtmann intends
"to have it out" with Hpstein tomorrow. I will see what happens
tomorrow in Weshington, end I will, of course, report to you. You
mey also be interested in the sttached copy of a letter I received
from Sumner Welles.

With my kindest regards to you and Mrs. Silver, I em

Sincerely,

§ R

Elishu Ben-Horin




American Embassy
TelAviv, Israel
February 25, 1949

Mr., Eliahu Ben<Horin
80=08 35th Avenue
Jeckson Heights, New York, N, Y,

Dear Ben-Hordint

Your letter of the 3lst was doubly welcome, bringing the
news of your arrival in New York and of your adventurous journey and
first weeks at home,

T am sory - — sesillalllimiliSoNAciislewa™T an glad that
you had such a sati je Do let me
know when you have e

It was go ystimate of my
work when you repor ; before you
receive this the UJ 3 final peacse,
at least in an armi Lgn Bunche as
Mediator!

Your frie in Isreel that
It‘ 1“0“ as thﬂ".lgh ne mey ouvel 1esnovos Alld D WYTE MY & 111 Jﬂm&lm ﬁnd
presently goes off for several weeks to one of the kKibbutzim to write,.

My own present feeling about the situation here is summed up
in a letter I have just dictated to our mutual friend, Herold. I
enclose a copy for your personal reading,

Thenks for letting me see the reprint on "idnorities in Israel”.
It is pertinent to todey's discussions of the POC,

The family and Miss Olark all send their best wishes.

Cordially yours,

/s| Jemes G, McDoneld




Americen Embassy
Tel Aviv, Ilsrael
February 24, 1949

Lir, Sidney Herold
Shreveport
Louisiana, USA

Dear Mr, Herold:

I am greateful to you for your cable about our Covermment's
decision to ralse the stetus of the American Mission here.

I hope I may be worthy of the confidence the President has thus
expresced in me end of the opportunity he has given me to work with the
Government and people of Israel for the development of even closer relations
between our two countries,

It was & thrilling moment yesterday afternoon when the Foreign
Office called to give me advence news of the decision to sign the Israel-
Egyptian Armistice todsy. It promises to be, as Shertok put it, the "turning
point", Now that Egyr - ST - * *  guccessful formal
negotiation, none of t any show of reason
that "loyalty to the } formal negotiations.
Moreover, from what I shanges between the
Egyptiens and Israelis red by both sides as
only preliminary to fu tion of normal
relations,

For the suect dit should go to
Bunche whose patience »se obJectivity com-
manded the respect of am glad to be able
to add that in my opinion the poliey of the President and the Department from
the critical day, December 31, until the last crisis wes past has been a clear
force for agreement. It would not be proper for me to be more explicit but
I am sure I do not exaggerate,

The next weeks and months will continue nonetheless to be difficult
but I am hopeful not so critical as those during the past year. 'hat has been
echieved since May 14 is so fer beyond what could reasonably have been ex-
pected that the future should hold no insuperable obstacles, especially if the
knowledge and wisdom which has heretofore controlled major policies here con=-
tinue to control and if the West is realistic in its appraisel of forces in
this area, The chief danger that I see - aside of course from the possibility
of a world cetaclysm = is that some of the leaders of the West may insist on
solutions here which according to the copy book are "just and right" but which,
disregarding the realities of the situation might invite & disastrous conflict
between the UN end Israel, Decisions arrived at in Paris or Lake Success,
often as a result of pulling and heuling on extreneous issues and which after
a period of months have ceased to be epplicable, can be extremely dengerous 1if
a serious effort is made to impose them against the will of the peoples
directly concerned. :




As a lifelong student of international relations and ardent ad-
vocate of an effective world organization, I am more and more convinced
that the judgments of the Council end the Assembly of the UN are sometimes
go unrealistic that they diminish rather thean increase the chances of
peaceful solutions. Watching closely what happened in Paris and assessing
it against the bagkground of my knowledge of conditions here and in the
neighboring countries, I was frequently frightened at the obvious possibility
that the vast and cumbersome UN machinery might do more harm than good. That
this was not the result wes in my opinion primarily due to Dulles' leadership.
He never posed as an expert in this part of the world but from the beginning
he had a grasp of reslities which made most of the experts look like ameteurs.

I am not defeatist about the effdctiveness of international
orgarization but I am sure that to treat any particular decision of the UN
as sacrosanct irrespective of its lack of applicability - the result either
of initial unsoundness or becsuse of changed circumstances = is to bring
disrespect upon the ™ o ] o o T * 8, therefore, that
all those who have t i1l regard UN
decisions, e.g., tha usalem, as general
guldes rather than a  adjusted to sub=-
sequent fundemental

Why don't irael this spring!?
The weather will be have brought western
Burope within eight love to see you,

- yours,

Jemes G. McDonald




Oxon Hill Menor
Oxon Hill, Marylend

March 3, 1949

My dear LUr, Ben-Horini

I am truly grateful to you for your letter of Liarch 1.
I appreclate deeply the message you have sent me.

My recovery unfortunately has been slower than I hed
hoped and it at length became obvious that I would have to
give up all of my work for a period of some months if I was
to expect to be able to resume my normal activities in the
future,

In any eve ‘actorily,
I shell hope to future
date and in tha 11 be a
source of real

I am doing ‘se of
developments in 1Y happy
by many of the } obstacles
which seemed al { 80
successfully su

With my renewed thanks and with my warm personal regards,
believe me,

Yours very sincerely,

/s/ BSummer Welles

Mr, Bliashu Ben-Horin
80=09 36th Avenue
Jackson Helghts
New York, New York




The Fersonel Representative of the
Fresident of the United States of Americs
To His Holiness FPope Piusg XII

2 Via Boncompagni
home, Italy

March 11, 1949

Dear My, Ben-Horin:

Thank you so much for your letter enclosing &
reprint of one of your recent articles in the New York

Her&éld-Tribune which 1 an reading with particuler
interest,

I 8lso
of your very
recent visit

With as
kind regards

J8/ I'TAanilin L. UWUWSIL
Special Assistant to
the Honoreble lMyron C. Taylor

Eliehu Ben-Horin, Esquire,
80-08 35th Avenue,
Jackson Heights,
New York, N, Y.
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N, Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date March 11, 1949
(dictated but not read)

Eliahu Ben-Horin

The
B, L., Pe¢
of Beirmu
an impor
Isreeli
want to

Best regards,

EBHiMB
E‘ﬂ.‘h
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I refer particularly %o the expression of "gatigfaction over the serupulous mamer
in which the Government of Israel has observed its well-understood duties of respect for
and proteetion of the Christian holy places and shrines on Israell Serritory.® The rest
of paragreph 3 in womewhat the same vein is obviocusly dased upon a complete lack of know-
ledge of the facts with whigh every Christisn who lives in the Near East is familiar, I
presune that you would not believe the statement we could make gonecerning the military
use by the Israsli forees of Christian sanstuaries, sonvents and hogpitals which could de
corroborated by UN resords. Premmably you would overlook the murder in cold blood of
the Father Superior of the Hospice of Notrs Dame in Jerusalem, These are events, like
the unpunighed murder of Count Bernadotte, which sickem the souls of Chrigtians in the
Near Bagt and make them perhsps unduly sensitive $o meh dlithe "expres-ions of satisfaction"
on the part of the mmerican Chrigtian Palestine Committee.

With regard %o paragraph 7 of the statement, somevhat the ssme spproach is spparemt
in the axpression of regret eoncerning the Arsb States. You obviously do not imow and
cannot sppreciate the fact that garing for 700,000 refugees is a task far dDeyond the
espacity and the experience of small nations which have only recently asquired their

to develop omi internal stability. TYet, in spite
tnessed remarkable efforts on the part of both
borders by regular contribu-
kept the refugees alive thig long
hawe hasn slawly getting under wmy? I
penditure of 32 million
eoome c-nvinced that the
mires international ocoope=
ration for even Semporary i » that the mmber of Arad
refugess far exceeds the % »f Burepe. One can hardly

Faxpress satisfastion” witl he Buropesn Jew which
ereates a probvlem far greal » solve,

I would point out, fwm ragraph, that everyone who
has had extensive contact 1 eenly aware of the fast
that their flight frem Paltsvaus
but in large measure by gheer
part of Irgumn Ival Lemi as was
panie onge started and intelligemm

this is vhat sstually Mppened,
and British gonnivance is a clever

Behind, there is a good deal of commmist
Fugsiang have gshifted their base from
orpummm-hm-gmu

I am in agreement with the hepe 4 of the statement that an
ly Places. I would point out, however,
that it is this very interest on the American Government which is the major
basis for digsatisfaction with us on the Israslis, which has led %o the still
dangerous position of our Governmen ves in Jerusalem, These facts should alse
be knowmn $o your committee, You will not find that either the Government of Israsl or the
Tionist organisation in America is in your views in those matters.

In paragrsph 9, you resommended that we Chrigtiang in the Near Bast "consider seriously
their attitude and influence toward Israel.® presume that you mesn "reconsider® since




our original attitude hag been

at our digposel,. Yor myself I

State of Israel and, although I

purpose of its establisitment, I will

vation of peace and the developnemnt

establishment of this gtate has made so difficul$; dut I woul

influence Soward Isracl is conserned, 1% is insignificant

whigh must be exerted upon Israsl for, in the final snalysis, 1% is uwon the acti

and intentions of this eountry, now given wide diplomatie resognition, that the future
development snd maintenanes of peace will depend, Permit me %o urge, therefore, that
the American Christian Palestine Committes in turn bring whatever ilnfluenceit can %o
bear on the representatives of Isracl and upon i%s supporters in the U. 5. o emumure
that, by its sctions, this government msy repidly move to dissolve the fears and doubts
which its previous actions have angendered,

This would be a job worthy of the highest alm of the AGFC snd it would mpplement the
work whigh Christian leaders are doing to influemce the views of their sssociates in Arsb
countries. With regard to the "long-range approach” whish you eriticisze me for lacking,
I would say parenthetically that the AlU.B. has had nothing elge in mind since its founde~
tion 82 years ago. It has believed from the beginning that the way in which to develop
an sppreciation of the better agpects of western culture and an extended practice of
the principles of Christisn demccrasy 1a thvensh tha nmsses of giugation which mugt
inevitably be of long durati mt of imperialistis
good exsmple can produge sir s who fear and Late the
proponents of the "good emm

The optimistic expectal

of all previcus experience.
imperialim. I would sugger
of the establishment of Isw

You will undoubbedly as
pouﬁlll'l mllﬂl, ) G J—— VA e Buw

also are Semites). To counter this view, I
~ thig present nomeni, there are fifty Jewish studemnt
< - thig thousands of Ared associstes as members in
only hope and pray that their position ot
properly informed astions, elther cm the

F 3
the half-hearted statememt in paragrsph 7 to
commnity snd governmemt of the U.S.

Palestine, It is now intensely eold even

mortality may be expected amomg

sheltering miseradly in whatever bulldings can be found to offer them a yoof.
offered by the UN is not yet under

support this offort have not yet dem

Red Cross Societies cannot take chances

defiinitely forthooming., In the meantime,

Tours, for Ohristian service,




COUNCIL OF THE ARAB EVANGELICAL
EPISCOPAL COMMUNITY IN PALESTINE AND TRANSJORDAN
". 1’.'-“!

The events of the past eight monthg in Palestine have bheen reported to some extent
in the newspapers snd magszines of America sd Nagland. The efforts of the United Wations
to bring to a successful conclusion $he policy which they initisted have alm been noted,
md now the urgent problem created by hundreds of thousmds of Arad refugees has been givemn
somé prominence. But what is Jmown of the effect of recent events on $he 1ife of the
Chris tisn clurohi The purpose of thig memorsnédm is to dring %o your notiee the plight
of that part of Palestinian Christianity which is kmowm as the Arad Svangelical Hpiscopal
Commanity. This Commnity bhad in Palestine (spart from Transgjordan) 12 Churghes and five
schools served By seven Arad Clergy snd Lay hdlpers. What has happened %o these Churches
and the 4000 church members? At the present moment the Ghurches in Jerusalem, Jaffa,
NHazareth, Acre, Kafr Yaseef, Shefa imr, Belssn, Ranleh are in Jewish hands. Of She Clergy
three are in the Jewish cooupled Serritory, and four are in Arad held territory. Waat of
the Church meubers? There are still churches wnaffected by disaster in Remallsh, Nablus
sad Bafeedis and some refugees from other places are to be found in these "parishes® but
the majority are scattered throughout Trangjordsn, Syria, Lebanon and even (yprug and

Most of the Chureh members who in the past havehelped the Jimreh in many ways sre
now thasselves in great need of halp, Almost all have loet Sheir means of 1ivellhood,
many of them have lost all their possessions while others were sble to carry amay a few
things like mattresses and clathes. "Fa bar thev are ashmmed.” In the past they have
lived eomfortably = s oivil se Msny had bought or buill
their owm homes, and now they » What 1ittle ready money
they could sarry away 1e almo r off are now almost des-
titute begcanpe thelr money ia fewish hands. As with
the peoyle o with the Church of the Ghurches, Aftar
many years they had almost Te Ming. Thelr aamaal dudget
for Churches and schools amou } was raiged for the most
part by contributions and eol income from ghurch properiy
houses, shops, ste, BPul now members are themselves in
need and nearly all the Churg .

I have been vigiting nost of tha gcatt org of the Community, and I found that
imnedlate gtaps must De takem %o of ralie” %o these our brethren and this
memorandua 1a sent out im the haope thoge who e¢an send help %o the Church
in Palestine in i%s hour of need. estinels troudles has still %o be found
and the coming months are bound %o

Not unexpectedly, a wave of bittemess despalr has svept over many of the
Giristiang as the days have gene by snd they see more and more of Palestine occupled By
the Jews. 1%t is for the Christian Chureh in many lands to demonstrate to the Church in
Palogtine thatf though politieal aspirations may divide snd destroy, there is within the
Chureh of Ohrist that power which unites snd heals. 8o will the Church in Palestine be
ecouraged to rise adove political considerationg and 1%self exercise the ministry of
reconeiliation which alons would justify its exigtence. Brethren, pray for us that out
of the present miseries and distresses our Church mey emerge purified and stremgthened
to be a mre fitting ingtrument in the Noly Land for the furthersnee of the Gospal of
Jesus Christ,

N.Ao Cubatin -- Chairmsn




« AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

Elishu Ben-Horix

EBH:MB
Ence

MEMORANDUM

Dage

March 25, 1949




¥egr. Thomas J. MeMghon

National Secretary

Catholic Neer Sast ¥Welfare Association
480 Lexington Ave,

.'.' Iﬂ‘rk 17; N. !-

Dear Msgr. MoMahont

I was very glad to hear from you end to know that, after completing your
arduous mission, you are safely back and in good shape, I hope. It is needless
to say that I was disappointed at not having had an interview with His Holiness,
but it was impossible for me to stay in Fome too long. On the other hand,

I was greatly plessed with the interview I had with Cardinal Tisserant, who not
only possesses an extremely charming personality and wide kmowledge of the
Middle Fast, but also | rit. Both Father
Biskup snd ¥r, Gowen, | 'y assured me that on
the next occesion I am dce = they will be
gled to arrange an aud

I appreciate your r latest memorandum
to the United Nations, rest. One statement
of yours, contained in um, has gladdened
my heart. 1 refer, of nuine desire of the
Govermment of Israel & ain proper relstions
with the religious dne' = = _ __s pleased to see that
your mission to Israel and the Middle East on behalf of Cardinal Spellman has
thus brought about the end of a painful chapter in Catholie-Israeli relations.

It seems to me that the way should now be open for an understanding, alse, on the
other issues still under debate, although I do not find in your memorandum sny
"orogress" in this re « Both on the question of Jerusalem, and on the ways
and means of solving the problems of the Arab refugees, your original position
is maintained. You continue to advocate the internationalization of the whole of
Jeruselem, and the mass retumn of the Arabs to Isrsel. By so doing, I sm afraid
you would render the complete settlement of the Palestine controversy more
difficult. I em sure that this is not your intention, But I am efraid that this
would be the effect. As you know from our previous discussions, I disagree with
you on these issues, both on the merits of the problems and on grounds of
practicability. However, let's talk about it again.

Looking forward to seeing you soon, I remain
Cordielly yours,

Elishu Ben-llorin




~ AMRRICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Apba Hillel Silver Date Merch 29, 1949

Elia Ben-Horin

After a long ‘ees and
the Hoover Plan v ndey in the
Hereld Tribune, ¢ rking in
this direction.

I enclose & act, which
I am sending tods, . - ;

Best regards.

EBH:NB
ﬂn Cae




Kr, T, 0, 'Mﬁk!",
Hew York Post

75 West E4,

Now York 6, N, X,

Dear Ted:

Slowly but surely, the problem of the Falestine Arab refugess
energes lnto the very forefrant of the ¥ijdle Fast controversy asnd
becoass the maim weapon of tiue snili-ijonlst front in the Unitaed
Stetedss I could provide = lomg list of Lllusirstions te this effoct,
But let me just mentiocn « fews (a) At & conference of the Niddle Esst
Institute in Kashingtorn, the question of the refugees was the sain
tople of iiseussion aud of sttocks on Igrael: (b) The seme heppened
st a Protestant conference in Pemnsylvsmia: (c) The memorondum of
the Cstholic Near Esst Welfare Association to the United Nutiona wsus
once sgein mainly devoted to this problem: (d) Following up the
Spoiiaen Hesorsadum, the | - S - fmericas,
comes out with a fromtal ¢ r in
Igreel”™: (@) In the latest in (of
the Federal Churches of C! 1 eof
®"oersecution and mutiless Jeuish
extrenisis in Palesting."

A wentionsd, I eouls above
will suifice, It is also soVaral
hundred thoussnd honeloss 8 tregic
fact must be folt morally ts
friends throughout the sorld. This pressure can be eliminated only
througa eliminetion of the sroblem 1tself,

it is to an amalysis of the ,roblem of the Areb refugees end its
possible solution thet I devoted en article, which will sppesr in the
Sectlon 2, Sunday, Aprii Srd, Iu wmy article, I am
trying to show the iwpracticability of any plams for s large-scsle
return of the refugesas to Isreel, and I advocute the Hoover Plam - mn
ArebJovwizh excusage of populatisnsg - as the only constructive snd just
solution,

Unfortunately, sy article was lying in the filce
for shout two months, end &.l efforts for the revi of the Boover Plam
had to sait, for the article is to serve as the spesrheed in this
campaign, What is urgently needed is & crusede for the implezentation
of the doover Plan, snd I hereby s peal Lo the grest crusader to heed
the fight in the field of Asericen publie opinion. By %o doing, you will
render & service to Isreel snd to the Hiddle Zast Spich will even exceod




sl =

your great services of the past.

If this a-peal of mine folls on willing ears, lot uns get
together before the sud of tids woek md Laik matters ovar,

fith kindegt regards,
Cordlsally yours,

Elishu Bem-Borin




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Condliluent Onganigaliond NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Hadassab, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachl Organization of America

Peale Zion-Zelre Zion of America

Zionist Organization of America

March 23, 1948

Dr. Abhe Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Deer Dr. Silver:

fie are also entitied to a little ™"na-has®™ once in a
wnile, Thie we ean darive f'ram thae ancrlnsad ~opy of
fisgr, Mcilsg rom the
nemo randu =
ABsociatic Be

I spe the con-
clusion of the
desecratic "worth all
the money" e in counter-
acting the nt, I really
think that o a great
deal of B&vipicvuiun iu uaving wvivugnu evuuv Wills statement
of Mellahon's,

On this occasion, I &lso enclose a copy of a letter
I received yesterday from Mr. Gowen, Myron Taylor's
special assistent in Rome,

With best regards, I am
Sincerely yours,
EBH: MB Elishu Ben-Horin
E-lncn




CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION

480 Lexington Avenue
New York 17, N.Y,
Flaza 8-2710

President
Francis Cardinal Spellmen

National Secretary
Msgr. Thomes J. McMahon

March 22, 1949

WMr. Elizhu Ben-Horin

Americen Zionist Emergency Council
542 Madison Avenue

New York 17, 1

Dear Mr. Ben-|

Just baci I
thought 1 wou nclose
our latest ap

I am hop near
future, Unfo: he rest
of the week.

Father Biskup told me the disappointing news that
in your passage through Rome you were unable to stey long
enough to see the Holy Father. I, too, had to walt over
tvo weeks for the same privilege.

I am & little weery but I hope you are well rested
aefter your own strenuous trip.

My fond regardsl

Cordislly yours,

/8/ Thomes J. McMahon

TJM:ED National Secretary.




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

-

s

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abbe Hillel Silver Date March 30, 1949

Eliahu Ben-Horir

I enclose | er 1 received
today from lir, I s 1 have an
appointment witl . L intend
to discuss with .he Arab
refugees on the

I Slmll’- gl Nl N N UU’ -I.'\!‘F_JVJ. N W lll.'-..!I.I. J.,II..IIJII:L]__L-’TL '-"";J-.J ther tflis
conversation.

Best regards.

EBH:MB
Enc.




STATE OF ISHAEL
Mission to the Upited States
¥iashington, D. C,

No. 2429 March 28, 19490

Dear Ben-lorin:

Thank you for sending me the interesting exchange

of correspondence between you and Msgr. McMahon. 1 con-

gratulate you ortant
work which yc lifficult
field.

Wit

/8/ bliahu Elath

Dr. E. Ben-Horin

American Zionist Emergency Council
542 Madison Avenue

New York 17, New York
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Consliluent Onganigaliond NEW YORK 17. N. Y.

SR " MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Organization of America
Peale Zion-Zaire Zlon of Amerea
Zlenlst Organization of America

AIR MAIL April 4, 1949

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

Cleveland, Ohio

De&r Dy, Silver:

Thanke very much for your gracious note,

MclMghon! 5 m ) S mzl for a
frontsl attack m he two issues
mentioned in you: nter-
nationalizatjon « by publishing
the article "Hon«

fie plenned ¢ ion of the
Apab refugees, wi cle in the
Herald Tribune. - Irjbune,
After dregging o ng me time
and agaein that if _ ~ after
another for the publicetion of the article, and then making it
absolutely definite for oundsy, April %, I received a letter from
the Assistent Maneging Editor, dated April 2, full of epologies,
énd underteking to pay me for the article (which they commissioned
meé to write eand had accepted and praised itl). However, they
declined to publish it because the juestion "is not of sufficient
general interest at this time to justify our rinting it..."

I don't have to tell you that this explenation sounds fishy,
especielly when it is offered on the very eve of the U.N. session,
where the cuestion of the Arab refugees will figure prominently.
Whet 18 the true reason is beyond my comprehension. Who was it that
exercised pressure on the Tribune?

This morning, I started looiking for possibilities of plecing the
érticle elsevhere. I phoned the Foreign Editor of the Christiesn
Science Monitor, who was receptive to my offer, saying that he was
interested in the problem and would be glad to publish &n article by
me, but, of course, he cannot say anything before he reads it. He
further pointed out that the length of the erticle mey be a hindrance.
Ve egreed that I dispateh it to him Special Delivery, and the day after
tomorréw I will know his decision. If it works out, then the euspices
of the Monitor are &8s good as those of the Tribune. If not, I will go
on looking for some other paper which commends politicel prestige,




Under the circumstances, 1 was gled that my interview with
Sharett, which was scheduled for this morning, did not materielize,
as he was out of town. I would much rather have my talk with
him after my article hes appeared,

With kindest regards to you and Mrs. Silver,

Sincerely,

Elishu Ben-Horin




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE
Condlilusnt Organigaliond NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Organization of Amerlea

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America

Zionist Organization of America

April 6, 1949

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

Pursuar ecaived
e telegram t the
Foreign Edit saying:
"Can use Are 000
wordS..." 1 to be
cut by aboud
However, we nd I
gave my cong to
Mr, Gratike.

I expecu To gel TOe Proois Ui LOY UOHUGHBUU ﬁrticle
before the end of the week, and after I 0.K. them, the
article will be published and we shall then be able to
launch the campaign for the Hpover Plan.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

S

EBH: MB Elism Ben-Horin




8008 35TH AVENUE
JACKSON HEIGHTS
NEW YORK. M. Y.

iLLINOIE 7-4685

STRICTLY FERSONAL April 11, 1549

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Chio

Dear Dy. Silver:

If you feel that I am "butting in" where I do not
properly belong, I will, of course, abide by your ruling -
but as long as there is a chance that what is going on does
not have your approval, I feel that I must draw your attention
to it,

From what I hear of the developuents in the Scope Com-
mittee, Dr. Akzin's job with the Emergercy Council is to be
elininated. It is true that a suzgestion was made that Akzin
be attaclhed to "~ 8 that Department,
as a whole, is ¥, Which would not
be inclined to hardly be con-
sidered a prac

I further zin's position
was misreprese e was llsted in
the regort to litical Department,
and as there w litical Departument
was nﬂﬂﬂﬂd, the Jeparuumsiiy Wik LuD oo ruuad C& abolished.
In fact, we never had a Political Department in the Council, and
Akzin - like Lourie before him - is the Sgcretary or the political
Secretary of the Council.

1 am writing you all this not only because I am naturally very
concerned about Akzin - a very close friend of many years
standing, who, by the way, was instrumental in bringing we into
the service of the Egergency Council - but mainly because the
functions which Akzin performs are as important today as ever
before., I, for one, cannot visnalize a properly working machinery
of the Egergency Council without a man of Akzin's gualifications
and talents doing his proper share.

It looks to me like a bad mistake on the part of somebody,
or a sad misunderstanding on the part of wmany. Whatever it is,
I rely on your fairness and understanding and am hopefully looking
forward to a2 timely intervention on your parte

Wishing you and the Silver family a good and "kosher"
FPesach,

Sincerely,

&y inun
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Condliliant Onganizalions NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Hadassch, Women'’s Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Organization of America

Poale Zion-Zelre Zlon of America

Zionist Organization of America

AIR MATL April 1%, 1949

Dr. Apba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

In & day or two, you will receive a reprint of my article
"Iraq Urged As Refuge for Arab Kefugees" which appeared in yesterday's
Christien Sciepge '~—** - W+t 4+ - -2 ™o tonight, we
arranged with the as to send them
out tomorrow, toge etlers prepared
in advance in anti

I enclose coru Cerdinal
Tisserent, Senator Bullitt,
Jemes G, McDonald less, represent
the types of lette

In addition t dressed to the
following: Herbert B. Swope, Felix Frankfurter, Esther Herlitz, Chief
of the Americen Desk at the Israeli Foreign Office, Emanuel Celler,
the American Jewish Congress, the Americen Jewish Committee, the Anti-
Defemation League, Hamilton rish Armstrong, Major George Fielding Eliot,
Willerd Espy, of the .teasder's Digest, Bruce Bliven, of the New Hepublic,
Congressman Christian Herter, ALf Landon, Msgr. Thomes J. McMahon
(enclosing copy of my letter to Cardinal Tisserant), Charles Fahy,
Herbert Feis, Frank Buxton end Symner Velles.

A£s you will surely notice, I make & certain statement in my letter
to Cardinal Tjsserant, which is mainly aimed et the Catholic hiererchy here,
Although I emphasized the personal character of my letter, which is
written on my personal stationery, I felt that I should clear it with
Sharett or Yban. That I did. Eben, to whom I read this letter over the
phone, =zporoved of 1t wholeheartedly.

Kindest regards and again best wishes for Pesach.

Sincerely,
./__,{_/

hf;;Bu Ren-Horin




APR 1 5 1948

Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr.
Beverly

Mass.
Dear Senator Lodge:

Slowly but surely, the problem of the Palestine Arab
refugees emerges into the very forefront of the Middle East
controversy. This is natural. As long as the problem of
geveral hundred thousand homeless refugees exists, the pressure
of this tragic fact is bound to be felt strongly. This pres-
sure can be eliminated only through eliminaticn of the problem
itself,

You ma the Christian
Science Mon r convenience,

It seems to 1g people must
realize the for a large-
scale retur l also that the
Hoover Plan itions -- is the
only Just a

What 1 vpoint of ending
the great Swiavsaiug va vaw sviugevy mavoes auu aol stabilization
in the Middle East, is a veritable crusade for the implementation
of an internationally organized and financed settlement along the
lines of the Hoover Flan.

I am greatly interested in your opinion, and whether you
would be willlng to give to such an effort your very valuable
advice and assistance.

With my very best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Eliahu Ben-Horin




Hon. Herbert Hoowir
Hotel Veldorf-istoria
Park Avenue & S50 Street
".' Iﬂl‘k, '- I.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

The calls upon you during the last few years have beem
so many, ond the tasks entrusted lo you of such great
national importance, that you msy well have forgottem the
®Hoover Plan® of Jeptember 1945, If you have, the enclosed
should serve as proof that there are people who have met for-
gottem it.

ig I tried to show in the article, the Hoover Flan has
assumed new significe a - I © ton=
structive selution fo
refugees. Fhat 1s mo ), is
bound to be inc mpars that,
I am certain.

In the last few
end the possibilities -
with & view for its 1 with
e number of people. prest
snd approval.

I would grestly appreciate the opportunity of discussing
this matter with you at your earliest convenience,

Hoping to hear from you, I remain

Very sincerely yours,

Elispu Ben-Horim




APR 1 3 1949

Hie Eminence Eugenio Cardinal Tisserant
Congregazione Orientale

Via Conciliazione 34

Rome, Italy

Your Eminence:

Monsignor Thomas J, McMahon was kind enough to send me a photostatic
copy of the memorandum he submitted to the United Nations upon his return
from the Middle East. One statement of his, contained in the first para-
graph of his memorandum, has gladdened my heart. I refer, of course, to
his testimony "to the genuine desire of the Government of Israel to repair
the damage done and to maintain proper relations with the religious insti-
tutes within its boundaries." A painful chapter in Catholic-Israeli rela-
tions may now be considered closed.

On the other hand. tha mamarandum maintaina an uncqmpramiaing position
with regard to Je mands the internation-
alization of the m of the Arab refugees
to Israel, Sueh 'r the complete settle-
nent of the Pales m sure that this was
not the intention [eMahon, but this
would be the effe

In the enclo iristian Science
Monitor, I advoca Arab refugees which

seems to me to be letive way of dealing
with this explosi.. cvvuv. mimvvm; vir sevvrve o wca, -0 oy Jjudgment, holds
out promise for an effective termination of the refugees' suffering and
for a lasting settlement in the Middle East.

I realize, of course, that what is uppermost in Monsignor McMahon's
mind in this connection is a desire to see the Catholic communities in
Palestine restored, and I fully recognize the legitimacy of this desire.

I strongly doubt, however, whether the way to achieve it lies in the
direction outlined in the memorandum, On the contrary, the way 1 see it,
if the Catholic Church continues to demand a full-scale return of the
refugees -- an utterly impractical, if not impossible, proposition, as I
tried to show innmy article -- it will have put a serious obstacle in the
way of an Israeli-Catholic agreement concerning the return of the Catholie
refugees for whom, as you know, the road back would be likely to be opened,

Since the submission of the Catholic Near East Welfare Association's
memorandum to the United Nations, the Catholic review, jmerica, has pub-
lished an article "Honor in Israel", which represents a vigorous attack
on Israel along the lines of the memorandum., It is apparent that, unless
an understanding is reached in good time, we may be fecing a deterioration
in Catholic-Israeli and Catholic—Jewish relations, which is bound to be
harmful to all concerned.




The above is, of course, a strictly personal evaluation on my part,
and I am sure that Your Eminence will treat it accordingly. Remembering,

however, your understanding attitude and the genuine desire on your part
tec bring about a just sclution of the issues under debate, I felt that

it would be right for me to convey to you my thoughts on the subject,

Assuring you of my highest respect, I remain

Sincerely yours,

Eliahu Ben-Horin




The Hon, Owen Brewster
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Senator Brewster:

Slowly but surely, the problem of the Palestine Arab refugees
emerges into the very forefront of the Middle East controversy and
becomes the main weapon of the anti-Zionist fpont in the United States.
I could provide a long list of illustrations to this effect, but let
me just mention a few; (a) At a conference of the Middle East Insti-
tute in Washington, the question of the refugees was the main topic of
discussion and of attacks on Israel; (b) The same heppened at a Pro-
testant conference in Pennsylvania; (¢) The memorandum of the Catholic
Near East Velfare Association to the United Nations was once again
mainly devoted to this problem; (d) Following up the Spellman Memo-
randum, the last issue of the Catholic magazine, America, came out
with a8 frontal atteslr an Tevraal in an amtdiala WTangp 4in IBT&El“:

(e) In the lat: etin (of the
Federal Church ng Israel of
Wpersecution a in Arabs by Jewish
extremists in ]

As mentio ¥, but the above
will suffice, problem of several
hundred thousa: sure of this tragic
fact must Dbe fi srael and its
friends througl + eliminated only
through eliminavion or vne prooiem 1uselr,

You may have read the enclosed article in the Christian Science
Monitor, but I attach a reprint for your convenience.

It seems to me that, by now, all straight-thinking people must
realize the utter impracticability of any plans for a large-scale
return of the Arab refugees to Israel, and also that the Hoover FPlan --
an Arab-Jewish exchange of populations -- is the only constructive and
Just solution,

What is urgently needed, both from the viewpoint of ending the
great suffering of the refugee masses and for stabilization in the
Middlx East, is a veritable crusade for the implementation of an inter-
nationally organized and financed settlement along the lines of the
Hoover Plan.

I am greatly interested in your opinion, and whether you would be
willing to give to such an effort your very valuable advice and assist-
ance,

With my very best wishes, I an
Sincerely yours,

Elishu Ben-Horin




Mr, F., Julius Fohs
248 Mellie Esperson Bldg.
Houston 2, Texas

Dear Mr, Foha:

You were one of the very few who were ready to endorse and to support
the Hoover Plan, when it was originally formulated in 1945. Developments
since then lend great urgency and importance to this Plan, Slowly but
surely, the problem of the Palestine Arab refugees emerges into the very
forefront of the Middle Zast contiroversy and becomes the main weapon of
the anti-Zionist front in the United States. I could provide a long list
of illustrations to this effect, but let me just mention a few: (a) At a
conference of the Middle East Institute in Washington, the guestion of the
refugees was the cks on Israel; (b) The
same happened at nia; (¢) The memorandum
of the Catholic N United Nations was
once agein mainly ing up the Spellman
Memorandum, the 1 Americeg, came out with
a frontal attack srael"”; (e) In the
latest issue of t Federal Churches of
Curist) a story a ion and ruthless
extermination of in Palestine,"

As mentioned ~ but the above will
gsuffice. It is also natural. As long as the problem of several hundred
thousand homeless refugees exists, the pressure of this tragic fact must
be felt morally and politicelly both by Israel and its friends throughout
the world. This pressure can be eliminated only through elimination of
the problem itself.

The enclosed article was supposed to havé appeared a long tine ago,
but it was delayed. All efforts for the revival of the Hoover Plan had
to wait, for the article is to serve as a spearnead in the campaign which
we are now ready to launch.

Remembering your attitude at the time, I have little doubt that you
will want to associate yourself sctively with this effort now. We would
welcome any suggestions or advice on your part as to how we should proceed
in shaping a program of activities which would lead to the implementaticn
of the Hoover Plan on a necessary scale.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Eliahu Ben-Horin




APR 1 3 1948

Hon, Williem C, Bullitt
¢/o Yale Club
Vanderbilt Ave, & 44 St.
New York, N.Y,

Dear Mr. Bullitt:

Quite a few years have passed since I discussed with
you in the Yale Club in New York the plan for the transfer
of the Palestine fellahin to Iraq. You were one of the very
few who favored such a solution of the problem. In the mean-
time, much water has passed under the bridge, and today, we are
facing the tragic issue of the Palestine Arab refugees and thus,
we are brought back to the same idea which some of us advocated
years ago.

The e appeared a long
time ago, mely. In my
Jjudgment, the Arab refugees,
but the on or later, the
powers tha lusion that there
is no way Irag provides
the ideal lly financed armd
internatio geh it were sooner
rather tha __  __ _ _ _ __ __ __ _________ could thus be
elininated, and also many millions could be used constructively,
instead of being spent for charity.

I am greatly interested in your opinion, and whether you
would be willing to give toc such an effort your very valuable
advice and massistance.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Eliahu Ben-Horin




APR 1 3 1949

Hon. James G. McDonald
U.S, Ambassador to Israel
American Embassy

Tel Aviv, Israel

Dear Mr. McDonald:

S$lowly but surely, the problem of the Palestine Arab refugees
emerges into the very forefront of the Middle East controversy and
becomes the main weapon of the anti-Zionist front in the United
States. I could provide a long list of illustrations to this effect,
but let me Jjust mention a few: (a) At a conference of the Middle East
Institute in Washington, the question of the refugees was the main
topic of discussion and of attacks on Israel; (b) The same happened
at a Protestant conference in Pennsylvania; (c) the memorandum of the
Catholic Near East Welfare Association to the United Nations was once
again mainly devoted to this problem; (d) Following up the Spellman
Memorandum, th e, America, came
out with a fro "Honor in Israel";
(e) In the lat letin (of the Federal
Churches of Ch el of "persecution
and ruthless ¢ ewish extremists in
Palestine."

As mentior y, but the above
will suffice. problem of several
hundred thouse ssure of this tragic
fact mast be £ - _ Israel and its friends
throughout the world. This pressure can be eliminated only through
elimination of the problem itself.

The enclosed article was supposed to have appeared a long time ago,
but it wes delayed. 8Still, it is timely. In my Jjudgment, there is no
gnswdr to the problem of the Arab refugees, but the one outlined in
this article, Sooner or later, the powers that be wiil have to arrive
at the conclusion that there is no way back for the refugees; and also
that Iraq provides the ideal spot for a large-scale, internationally
financed and internationally supervised resettlement., I wish it were
sooner rather than later, A great deal of suffering could be thus
eliminated, and alsc many millions could be used constructively, instead
of being spent for charity.

Do you agree with the above and the reasoning of the article? If
you do, a word from you to this effect, addressed both to the White
House and the Department, would carry much weight.

As always,

Sincerely,

Eliahu Ben-Horin




AIR MAIL
STRICILY CONFIDENTIAL

Honorable Moshe Sharett
Foreign Minigter
Hakirya

Tel Aviv, Israsl

Dear Mr, Shsrett:

As our talk did not materislize, I willingly follow your
suggestion to write to you instead.

CATHOLIC RELATIONS

You are famil Msgr, Mcilahon,
on behalf of Cardi immediately upon
his return frem ti otostatic copy
of his memorandunm, copy. McHahon's
memorandum was fol el in the
Catholic magazine nor in Israel®,
Both McHMahon's men sed, as you know,
on the two issues: nd the Areb
refugees,

We had to weiv wiwn spy wiivevave srepsy wa waw question of the
refugees until my article on this subject wes published. It was first
scheduled to appear in the Herald Tribune, but they dragged out this
matter for two full months, and then decided not to publish it, at
which time I succeeded in placing it in the Chrigtien Science Monitor.
After that, we were sble to start our counter-offensive, The enclosed
copy of my letter to Cardinal Tisserant is part of that counter-offensive,

I sent a copy of my letter to Tisssrant to Msgr, McMahon, and I wes
emazed to receive in reply the kindest and sweetest letter from him,
despite my criticism of his end Cardinel Spellmam's attitude, Following
that, I had lunch yesterday and a three hour conversstion with McMahon -
frank, outspoken end friendly throughout.

I told McMahon that I did mot know what wes his aim in teking such
an intransigent attitude both on the question of the refugees and of
Jerusalemj that obviously mo other solution wus possible but e resettle-
ment of the refugees amd internationalization of the holy places proper;
that - knowing how clever and shrewd he was - I suspect that all this is
no more than a bargaining device on his part, To the latter remark, he
did not reect, except for a smile. As to the question of Jeruselem, he
maintained that they were on sound ground as they were upholding the
original United Nations partition decision, When I continued to argue







with him, he said: "Meke no mistske about it; this is 2 square fight
for the Christian stake in Pelostine." He argued that it 1s not

the Old City elone that containg holy places, as Mt. Zion snd the
Mount of Olives, ete, sre outside the Old City; then he turned to me
and asked: "Whet about Ein Karem? Ysmn't thet holy?" 1 said: "Why?®
He replied: "Because of Joim the Baptist.® I then asked himt "How
ebout Elijah's Cave én Mt. Carmel? Vasn't that holy?® He said: "No,"

As you can well imegine, I did not pull any punches, I told him
that if they wanted to wipe out the Falestine war end &ll that it
meant to us in sufferin; and in sacrifices, this cannot be done; that
Israel will never entrust the life and security of 100,000 living
souls to the uncertain hands of the United Ngtiona; that unless the
Catholic hierarchy will see reason snd will want to reach an agreement,
there will be no agreement at all, ALL thig, I repect, was sald in
the most friemdly menner. At the end of our conversation, coming back
to the subject, I - *+ ™=~ - =¥ === © 77 adeit that a few
invited my cooper jees (to which
statement he read I to be helpful
in this situstion Ung to do is to
narrow down the & ment could be
reached on both 1 leeg 1if you are
interested.® To that this was
exactly what he h * to me, he wrote
that since his re 1e8 when he wsnted
to consult me, H iffer before long,
but the exact moment has not arrived,

In addition to the Isreell problems, I discussed with McMahon, at
gome length, Lebenon. Later the pame day, he was pald & visit by Father
Awed end Moukarzel, both of whom spoke very stiffly to him on the
question of the attitude of the Gatholic Church to the Meronites and
the problem of Lebanon. I gather that even & threat wag Voiced in thet
conversation to the effect that the Maronites may —ut off their al-
legiance to Home, Father Awad, for your information, is leaving in
three days time for Rome, with & special mission to bring about a
fevorable decision on the uestion of Lebenon and the mutusl relation-
ship between the Vaticem and the Maronite Patriarchste,

THE HOOVER PLAN

I do not know whether Eliahu Elath hed ¢ chonce to report to you
on the intermal developments and discussions with regerd to the promotion
of the Hoover Plapy on the American scene, Knowing how extremely busy




you were during the few weeks of your stay in the States, it might
have happened that this matter was never presented to you by Elath
in its full scope. The fact of the matter is thet, after several
consultations between the Embasey, ourselves and the Agency, it was
decided to hold the matter of cooperation between the three bodies in
abeyance until you ceme &nd laid down the line. In the meantime,
however, life did not stop, and eech of the three bodies continues
its own work in this field - or does not do any work in this field,
whatever the case may be -~ in 1ts own way, This is, of course,
regrettable, as the matter itself is of very great lmportance, both
from the viewpoint of a final settlement of the Middle Eastemn
controversy and from the viewpoint of our public relations in the
United States,

As mentioned above, we had to wait with the launching of our
campaign for a revival of the Hoover Flan until my article appeared,
ke all felt that an article of this kind, if publiched under proper
auspices, could best spearhead public interest in this Flan,

Although only ibiication of
my article in the ready had a
number of favorabl tant quarters,
Thus, Herbert Hoon 7 happy to dis-

cugs this matter ¥ with him later
today, Herbert F¢ ne State
Departament, end = m, may be
enother key figur would be very
heppy to do whatey I am seeing
him next week, whe . = _ = _ _ ___ __ ___ he would be
willing to emllst Secretery Acheson's interest, A number of other
people, including Senator Lodge, Frank W, Buxton, George Fielding
Eliot, ete, have communicated to me their approval snd support for
tods idea, The New York Pogt, despite the fret of T. 0. Thackrey's
disappearunce from the scene, may take it up in = big wey and lend
the Plan ite editorisl support,

e are, of course, only in the imltiel stages of the cumpaign,
but I feel that if it is conducted in the proper mamner and if the
Emergency Council is given the necessary support from the other
Israeli 2nd Zionist bedies, we stend & good chence of creating publiec
sentiment in favor of the Hoover Flan and possibly also of bringing about
concrete steps for the implementation of the Plan. Could we count on
your backing snd cooperation in this respsct?

Every chanuel of influence, especislly on the State Department and
on the White House, should be utilized, With thde end in view, I

wrote to my friend, James G, McDonald, &s per enclosed copy. I am
hopeful thet he will endorse this Plan and convey his views to Vashington.

¥With kindest regards, I am
8incerely yours,

Elialu Ben-Horin




AIR MAIL April 26, 1949

Honoruble Moshe Sharett
Foreign Minigter
Hakirya

Tel Aviv, Israsl

Deer ¥r, Sharatt:

In my last report to you, I mentioned that I was
going to see Herbert Hoover, I am glad to relate now
that Mr. Hoovaer agreed to cooperate in our work in
comnaction with the project for the resetilement of
the Arab refureasa.

At th was
somevwhat d nt
efforte 1o ington
in & reset ponse,

Howaver, a mind,
he seid: " s you
will hrve

Thie 2 inti,
Mr. Hoover wii. smve w ve approscaea agsan with more
definite proposels after sowe more preliminary work
is done and we have wore concrete planse It is
importent, hovever, that we have the definite promise
of his availability for this work.

Best regerds,

Sdncerely yours,

Eliahu Ben-Horin




AIR MAIL

Honorable Moshe Sharett
Foreign Minister
Hakirya

Tel Aviv, Igrael

Dear Mr, Sharett:

I received Monsignor McMahon's "Report on Palestine™ this
morning, published in the form of & brochure by the Catholic Neer
Esst Welfare Assoclation, under the title "Only the Meek®, We may
consider thi! ap Afflalal sbadsmsnd ol wlocema oo av. p.rt of the
Catholic hierarc @ be interes-
ted in the salie

While Monsi oted to a
description of t a appeal for
help, it contain acements and
clarifies the po rica on the
question of Jeru

l. An uareserve 's earlier
statement with regara wo aesecrations, ete,, and his full satis-
faction with the treatment accorded to him during his visit to Israel,
will be found in the following excerpts:

(a) "...¥e came into Haifs on the little boat, Ha
carrying Jewish refugees who had spent two years in the
concentration camps on the island of Cyprus. In the
seventesn hours that we spent with thess good people on
the crowded boat, which proudly bore the Star of Isrsel,
we could see hope ripe in their hearts as the horiszon of
a new homeland, far from Dachau and Buchenwsld, far from
the grim memories of persecution and ostracism, came ever
nearer, We were the only Christian on that ship, still
we were the first to land, and this was only the be-
ginning of the many courtesies extended to us during the
weeks we were a sojourner in Igrael, by civil and militery
officials, by every inhabitent we met."”

(b) Under a sub-title "Israel Awakes" s the Monsignor writes:

"On August 20th our Association hed beem forced to make
a protest to the United Nations as to certain oriminal
acts perpetrated by Jewish forces egainst Christism

persons and places in Palestine, The evidence that we




presented on that August day wes absolutely true,
however much demnials may be made from certain guarters,
But we were pleased to see during cur jomrmey the signs
of the sincere deuire of the government of Isrsel to
punish the malefactors and to repair the damage done.
Marching through Igrael, we were justly proud of the true
hercism we saw demongtrated by our priests and Sisters.
They were remaining in their posta of duty, evem though
mony of their people fled through penic snd terrorism.
We also found the men of the Isrseli Governgent in its
Ministry of Heligious Affairs, chosen to treat with our
religious institutions on reperations, mem of deep
religious formetion, highest character and sincere under-
standing., There were many conversations with the highest
officiels in the Government of Tel Aviv, when we ex-
eomerr e o E® Y Y idmindstration
with

2. The Cathol ision in the
following pass

Penel 1 48 now not only
oceu, lso eivilly
admd . some of the
mini wiv, this does
not | : g0 by default
its program for ell Jerusslem &nd its enviroms, which
wag accepted by the Jews in November, 1947. Let it not
be sald, as the present propaganda does procleim, that the
New City of Jerusalem hes no holy places, that these are
confined to the 0)d Walled City. There are over f{ifty
religious places in the New City -~ among them the Upper
Room, Mount Zion and Mount Scopus or the Mount of Olives,
And who will tell us that the 8zcred Footsteps of Jesus
Christ did not tread on those holy hills? Nor can we go
along with the propagenda that & place where blood has
been shed for (efense must now be owned by the defenders.
We shall not give up hope that the United Nations, which
now stands before the ber of nistory or falls before the
same on this very matter of Paloustine, will through its
Coneiliation Commission, mow meeting in the Middle East,
reassert ite solution for our Holy Land.®

5. The demand for the returmm of the Arab refugees is combined with
presgure on the United States Government to oppese sny expension of
Israel beyond the original boundaries indicsted in the U. N. Partitiom




Y.eeVe have alresdy sald that Jerhaps it is well that
this Paleatine situation hss been complicated by home-
lessess und hesrtlesmess, however much we all deplore
the seme, Now we are told by Igraeli officinls that
these hundreds of thougands of howeless refugees, whose
sncestors before them have lived for centuries in that
land, may not returmn, When President Trumen signed the
Joint Congr-ssional resclution authorizing the eon-
tribution of sixtesn million dollars for theme poor
pecple, he uttered some very hopeful words: 'I trust that
before thiz relief progras is ended mesns will be

deviged for the permanent sclution of the refugee problem
end that the efforts of the Palestine Conciliation Wom-
mission to establish & lasting pesce will bring hope of a
hl‘ith“" Podstons e dhoass Hdosdd dads -I..IIII-‘ 'r th. r.amt
bosti ¢ pdd & heart-
felt »f the suthority
of th refugees nay

not r

*The second the

iffdr P st!.“' Lven
such ion it by es-
senti of others,

Relig pr and must never
be abpeny irom wne nvay wanu vs vesus wnrist, Opposition
to the over-extension of Igrael ripes from a sense of our
own rights in Palesting, and no one cam juastly charge us
today with any other sentiments,*

4. lonsignor MgMabon returns again to this subject, sayingt

"esollo one knows what the immediate and ominous future
holds, Before the United Nations is ths discussion of the
nov State of Iorsel, At the some time the Coneilistion
Commiasion of the scme United Nations will be considering
the intermmationalization of Jerusalem snd the repatriation
of the refugees, Milliong of Christisns in this country are

s And they have the right to wonder, what will be
the policy of our own Uovernment in the face of our
assertion of Christimn rights,®

A few days sgo, I met with Audbrey Kban and Gideon Rephael., I
gave them a full report about =y last conversation with MeMahon,
deseribed in ny letter to you of April 22, Eban asred for my opimion




ag to the desirability of his meeting with McMahon with

a view toward giving him officis]l aspurences on behelf of
the Igsraeli Government, While I hed no definite advice to
offer, I felt that it might be advisable to wait a little
while snd see what the reactions will be to (a) Dr,
Welzmann's stetement on Jerugelem at the Waldorf-fstoria
dinner; (b) My letter to Cardinal Tisserent; (¢) Vhet
developments there will be, if any, following my lest
conference with ¥ neignor McMahon,

I shsll be greatly interested in hearing your
evaluation |

¥ith b




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE
-Ghuldﬂunu!lﬁ&pmuﬁpﬂﬁhuﬂ NEW YORK 17. N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of Amerlea MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachl Organization of Amerlca

Poale Zlon-Zeire Zion of America

Zionist Organization of America

AIR MATL April 28, 1949

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr, Silver:

During my talk with Mr. Eban last week, we agreed that as
soon as he let me have the account of Mr. Mayhew's statement
in the House ¢ = ~ T - - 0 Msgr.
McMahon on th: . copy of my
letter to Msg itatement.

You will » that Mr.
Eban writes i ‘ormation,
during the pr 'resident
Truman showed .em position
but insisted - wlic feeling
here. Presid: :n to seek an
early talk wis oresent,.”

Last night, I visited with Herbert Feis in Princeton, N.J.
We spent a few hours together, discussing the Hoover Plan at
length, and what Fels could do to help us. As usual, he is a
very slow-moving man and he is very much engrossed in his own
work, However, he promised that on his next visit to Washington,
he will make it his business to talk on the subject to both
Secretary Acheson and Mr., Satterthwaite, the Chief of the Middle
East Division in the State Department. He is a very close personal
friend to both of them. He will try to find out their reaction.

I also consulted Mr, Feis as to the best channels of in-
fluencing the State Department which we could find in Washington,
He heartily approved of the letter I sent at the time to James
McDonald in Tel Aviv asking for his pressure on Washington in
this direction. He thinks, =zs I do, that McDonald will probably
assoclate himself with this effort and that his influence should
be effective. He suggested that I see Ben Cohen, and offered to
write to pen Cohen suggesting that he give me an interview, Feis

thought that the best man would be Vice-President Barkley, if we




can interest him in the project. He also mentioned
Senator Paul Douglas of Illinois who, although a new man
in the Senate, commands considerasble respect, and his
influence is bound to grow. After the matter is presented
by some Democratic Senators to the Secretary of State,
Republican support for the project would be of help, Feis
thought that Taft could be assistance at that stage. In
other words, it seems to me that we have to embark on &
full-fledged political campaign in Washington, and I would
very much appreciate your suggestions and instructions in
this resnect.

With kindest regards, I am




April 28, 1949

Hagr. Thomas J. MoMahon

National Secretary

Catholic Neur East Welfare Assoclation
480 Lexington Avenuas

New York 17, N. Y.

Dear Magr, McMahont

I vonder -+--4%-— - —-td--a - —dod———d — “he question
of Jerusalem ! ons by Kr.
Christopher ™ tate, In
case you miss aken from
Hansard.

Although of Commons,
Mr. Mayhew re! t to support
for the intem ly not for
the internati: « 48 you
will see, he ¢ ternational
regime for Jerusalem would msan 1n the way of adaministrative
responsibility for the United Nations, Obviously, the British
Government has grave doubts a? to the United Nations' abllity
to undertake and properly discharge such administrative
responsibility.

I may sdd that I have good reasorn to believe that Mr,
Mayhev's arproach, on behalf of the British Government, is
almost identicsl with that of the United States Govermment.

In line with my natursl optimism, I continue to hope that
a wvay may be found for the narrowing down of the scope of the
cresent confllet between the Catholic vnd Iersell viewpoints,
both on the question of Jerussclem and ¢f the Arab refugees.

With my very bost wishes, I am, o8 alvays,

Sincerely yours,

Elishu Ben-forin
Adviser on Middle EBastern Affairs




, A!-'IEP:ICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, MEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date May 3, 1949

From Eliahu Hen-Hori:




CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION
480 Lexington Avenue
New Iork 17, N.X.

May 2, 1949

Mr. Eliahu Ben-Horin

Mmerican Zionist Emergency Council
342 Madison Avenue

New York City 17

Dear Mr. Ben-Horin:

Thank you for your kindness in sending me the
copy of the remarka af Mr. Mavhaw. T had alraadv read
them, but I am n my
behalf,

We sl 'ern-
ment concurs i the
days ahead wil

Like rowlng
down of the sc iental
questions, but

I have been thinking often of you, and hoplng
that these duys would permit me to avail myself of the
most pleasant opportunity of an excursion to Jackson
Heights. I um keing hemmed in by engagements, but we
shall ask the Lord to open up a bfeach in this frontal
attack made upon me by the friends of this work.

At least, we are not on the island of Cyprus!

Most cordially yours,

/e/  Thomas J. McMahon

National Secretary




Honorable Aubrey Eban
Israeli Consulate

1l East 70 St.

New York, N, Y,

Dear Eban:

May 3, 1949

I phoned your office yesterday morning and

spoke to
appreciaf
the inte:
heard fr¢
very busj
find a N

Thie
McMahon,
him conte
statemeni

Best regards.

ld greatly
. during
n't

u are

u will

nsignop
1l sent
- Mayhew's

Sincerely,

Eliahu Ben-Horin




RW DhivD
ninTn TIeo

Ny *IX13I0 NIy nponp

p”gn %k 1" aspa  a">
1949 “RO 13

71127

j*IA=j3 LR 0

RIN Ny@? DY) NX0 NXPION
PYIY=1%)

PR AL R IT bl E T

PL*Pa 9§ JI9D DR *HK AP TRIICIXK 2P T2 M TIAR Y Ipa DT ERA
MM1SH3 A% ANTAL 37 JC3YP 13 COXRX0Y 13 *D36A1 *RIBA LJ13YAA Aared
Y ANDID=*N%27 MY1a% AYAAARY V10700 nioeb DRCY¥XPI J1WAA 2y 7137 et
«*T1D0* A3 N0’ A sIna ohepaw DriMly
W13 ny*It? 0 @1 ‘PSP 81 L DIDK)
«NYIRID NIDI A% n%12%*3 Ainie Jar oL
N1 DYIAY otp! D jJiA Ot NOEPI ‘Rl

*73 ,miwo AR J Iy YR
| Jeyed 1% %1017 22IKP

R R E-1 2 T B 1 WP 121NN DK
asania Ry pbnnl npa NN BIT*IIKA DR
‘B:‘- HJEH ih rwoy LA Fyr mouar v vy M ’y t*ba r‘ﬂn ! ‘Jﬂ:
J190%8 %2 1N1EXYI 0P BSDN10R DTAIAT J3Rt JptRId TIP3 AR hopp
ni1ageka 1awaTn 13'N1780% 17 13K D1 GRYTIRt DUOPI Y 0¥ nplon? D01
DYP3T QTP IATHRBT YITID M PItA *R? _InX) DYILpDAR KT ID D721R BRYD
G910 JRIR 933 1'DBRA  LA*R12Y201 BRIt RTAXID @1IR % j1*yna
MIYR ORI Ar TpON KYON NP MIWERA ) ACIDR 11D *S10p MNbTID Py
PINPA M CIRNBAGS QY H(RT12 72 M g13* macn aneip 1% anifa anxn
AY0I3% AR=NIATPNAY 1ITX0 ADYY jJINCNE 3ieA? pt et 0tPeant PY j1tTia
JRYAP ANX 11YR3 Opint oR1 , 7373 A3gER 713 jttay oA 93¢ }|31R3Y .0n%BINpR
eIy 12

PIR*NOR BY IwARA3  JRY) 127AP RO 1y DYISPh @b DYOA'A D*thItA
MIA D32J Jary RO .@°C2%yn Qe Q1Y ntyad Wwpa njiel *n7an
[13°AA NITR3 0aAN @Yo ovepa 1aae otan ‘it foanind Xim @A DY)
RYGSY1D MAT0IKE 0330 PSR 137 B3 LABITSKR3 NI SIX1IA AII*33 J31 1913
¢D'OPR D IR D 1SR INK DoAY 2iRt )

53%99p7 Oy AEMIPAA 1NP 1D %P R'PIT JD PIOP? NCDX] DIND 1IK
«0*)ITNRA NIPI3P3 At NBEPD T1ARAR @D 2§ RS D'OND JBA PPIY 31 jR9I 8D

RPN AXPA 210D NA3Y &Y JEpAR MDA 2110

,37 Taa3

Az apyt (=)

np2noa Mo




TRANSLATION OF LETTER:

Government of Israel

Ministry of Religions

Dept. of Christian Communities
Hakirya

May 13, 1949

Mr. E. Ben=Horin
American Zionlist Emergency Council
New York

Dear Mr. Ben-Horin:

First of all, allow me to thamk you for your kindness in
sending me your book on the Middle East, I read it again and again
with great inf ] s o e ET " otion. You are
to be congrat: explain things
with simplicif the non-expert
reader compli: dy and understanding.
Indeed, as 1} the best criterion
for the knowl: ~on the ability
to explain 1t: My own knowledge
of the Middle . the gates to
wider horizon:

I am sti] des of my book
on the "mighne"™ so that I can reciprocate.

Thanks for sending me McMahon's memorandum to Trygve Lie. You
may recall the incident which took place during McMahon's stay here,
and his assertion that he never stated to the Foreign Secretary in
Paris that the Vatican changed its position on the question of
Jerusalem, It is true, as you wrote after your visit to the Vatican,
that certain circles there, headed by Cardinal Tisserant, are possibly
inclined to agree to a Jewish Jerusalem, We, too, through our
channels, had indications of such a possibility. However, it seems
that the opposition won the day. According to certain information,
Msgr. Tardinl and his helpers are still sticking to the idea of =
Christian state in Jerusalem and its environa, In any case, the
Pope dreams of & Catholic mandatory - Italy for instancej(the idea
of France taking on this job seems to be not to the liking of His
Holiness and the reasons for it are probably known to you). With
the forthcoming developments in the discussions on Jerusalem, it i»
very probable that we shall take the initiative of « rapprochement
with the Catholic Church., Of course, all this is still in the realm
of conjecture. If anything develops, we shall let you know.

In the meantime, the relaticns here are orderly, as much as
possible, especially if we take into consideration the unavoidable




strain in connectioh with the problems of Jerusalem and of the
Arab refugees. Since you left the country, there is 2 new factor
hers, and that is Msgr. George Hakim. The latter has very wide
political connections in the entire Middle East and alsc in the
Christian capitals in Europe. He is a man of tactics and of
prolitical intrigue and the maintenance of relaticns with him 1is
not an easy matter.

We are waiting to hear from the President about his famous
conference with Cardinal Spellman and alsc to hear more detalls
from you with regard to developments in this respect in the last
few weeks.

Bacause of mr nra_arcrmatinna. nleasa do not rcgiprougt. with
regard to the




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Conslilusnt Onganigaliond NEW YORK 17. N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mirrachi Organization of America

Poale Zlon-Zeire Zlon of America

Zionist Organization of America

AIR MAIL May 9, 1949

Ur, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Desr Dr, Silver:

In line with what I discussed with you over the
telephone last Friday, you will be glad to know, I am sure,
that we found a good "shaliakh" to the White House. A
few days ago, I ' i - B " on
the gquestion of ent her
a reprint of my er., 1
have now receiwve gevelt:

and 1

This may help.
Herbert Feis sent me a copy of a letter he wrote to Een
Cohen introducing me and the subject to him, It is a good

letter =and I am now writing to Mr. Cohen trying to get an inter-
view with him,

I enclose a reprint of my article in Harper's, hoping that
you and Mrs. Silver masy find it of interest.

Sincerbly, 1
‘?_/ A,.,..-/L‘"’"_""b

Elialhwa Ben-Horin

Best regards.




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL :

342 MADISON AVENUE
Conddiluent Onganigationd NEW YORK 17. N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zicnlst Organisation of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachl Orgonization of America
Foale Zion-Zeire Zion of America

Zionis! Organization of America May 16, 1948

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Chio

Dear Dr. Silver:

There were the following developments with regard to
the Hoover Plan:

ll I end I am
going to have ,

2. Af hiladelphia
newspaper by cen Friends
Service Comnmi ion to the
Middle East 1 I sent him
a copy of my itor. In
reply, 1 rece ed copy. 1
do not have t. .o o o - _______ Service
Committee is a very important factor in this picture, and his
letter makes rather pertinent observations.

3, Senator Brewster inserted my Monitor article in
the Congressional Record.

4, On Wednesday morning I am going to Washington where
1 intend to discuss the Hoover Plan with a few people including
Undersecretary of the Interior Oscar Chapman, Felix Fremkfurter,
Senator Douglas and Congressman Gristlan Herter,

1 shall report to you about the outcome of these con-
ferences.

My very best to you.
Sincerely yours,

Elishu Ben-Horin




( COPY )

AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE

May 11, 1949

Mr. Eliahu Ben-Horin
80=09 35th Avenue
Jackson Heights, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Ben-Horin:

Our mutual friend, Judge Levinthal, sent me a copy of your article
which appeared in the hiﬂim_ﬁg&mﬂnﬂm some time ago and I read
it with very great interest.

I have understood from Mr. Kirk of the FAO that there is a consider-
able possibility of development in Iraq through irrigation. I hope this
will be done,

There are, k .on %o this sugges-
tion which seem %« [srael herself, No=-
one can viglt her .izing the very deep
bitterness that e 2 that ghe cannot
take back all who st fatal for her,
in terms of relat! 3 far as die possibly
can in receiving 1

A gecond prol ; that it would take
at least slx years to bring desert land to the point of production. Noone
has yet proposed an adgquate anewer to the problem of subsistence during
these six years. There are vague suggedions of a WPA,progrem, but nothing
very specific is yet developed,

The third problem, and a very important one, would be an additional
program for those who returh to Israel as well as those who go elsewhere,
for the Arab will have to pursue modern farming methods wherever he may
be and thig will involve real training. In fact, I am sure that for many
of the older Arabs there is nothing but a very gloomy outlook for they
will find it very difficult to adapt themselves wherever they go.

I hope that your program will be followed up. It was very good of
you to send me the article,

Very sincerely yours,
(esigned)

Clarence E. Pickett
Executive Secretary




May 17, 1949

¥r., Clarence E. Plckett

imerican FPriends Service Committee
20 South 12 Street

Yhiladelphis 7, Pa.

Dear Mr, Pickett:

I u-wmunm"mmmurmu. I
think that the observations you make in that
letter are quite pertinent. I am particularly gretified,
therefore, to mote that the diffisulties of the interim
period, vhich you clearly envisage, did not orevemt you
from seeing the merits of & final settlement along the
general lines of the Hoover Plan,

To answer thi

1 = To the beat o!
both on my owm obi
reople in the Iar
to bar the retum

therefore say tha
certain percentag

2 = The problem o

elarse before the dvity
must be covered by the gemeral program of resetliement,

It forms an integral vart of it, Inasmuch as the Exchange
of Populations program will have to ‘e internationally
financed snd internationally sdministered, the means must
be provided for the gradual settlement of the refugees and
their mainten:nce until they become self-suprorting.

B-ﬂmm“wnld.qunnrlpuhﬂuhdpﬂqulrﬂbr
the refugees returning to Israel. They, too, mst be
included 'n the comprehensive resettlement program.

You will be interested to kmow that I have received
favorsble reacticns from many uarters, including Herbert
Yoover, Sumner Welles, Mrs. Elarnor Roosevelt, Senators,
Congressmen and “riters. I vas especially delighted with
¥rs. Boogsevelt's letter in which she wrote that she found
ﬁhplnuullﬂtudthntlhonlfoﬂuﬂulththl
Fresidemt .




It seems to me that vhat has to be done in order
to bring =bout an eventual implementation of the Hoover
Plan is to form a representative public committee in
support of the Plan, What is your opinion? Could sush
s committee count on your perscnal and your organisation's
cooperation?

¥With kindest regards, I am

Yery sincerely yours,




A3060

And this g 50, not merely because Amerlca
ls the greéatest nation in the world, but be-
cause It 1s the [reest natlon in the world, and
the happlest nation on account of its free-
dom,

We connot understand how much freedom
means In this eountry untll we come back
from countriea where freedom means
nothing,

Here we have freedom of thought, freedom
of the press, freedom of speech.

Here we can think and say and do what
we please as long as we do not Interfere with
the rights and liberties of our fellow citleens.

But the great honor and advantage of be-
Ing an Amerlican citizen carrles with It an
obligation just as great, atd that obligation
Is to preseérve inviolate the rights and liber-
ties and privilegezs which our forefathers
won for us in blood and toil and travail, that
we may hand this preclous herltage of free-
dom and indepandencs, of liberty and dignity,
down to our children and our children's
children, undiminished and unimpalired,

Mr. Speaker, it is my opinion that this
expression is most appropriate at this
time, and is a message well worth re-
printing as we celebrate “I am an Amer-
fcan Day."”

g

Iraq Urged as Refuge for Arab Refugees

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

or
HON. OWEN BREWSTE

OF MAINE
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED

Thursday, May 12 (legislative
Monday, April 11), 1949

Mr. BREWSTER. Mr. Preside
unanimous consent to insert in
pendix of the Recorp an artiele f
Christlan Seclence Monitor of 1
April 12, 1949, entitled “Iraq U
Refuge for Arab Refugees,” wrl
Eliahu Ben-Horin, who lived fo
years In Palestine and was heat or wc
Padestine News Bervice, I may say it is
& subject with which I am thoroughly
familiar and with which I am in entire
sympathy, the solution, I believe, not
only of the problem of Israel but of the
problem of the Middle East, which can be
financed easily hy a small portion of the
very generous oll royalties which Ameri-
can and British firms are now paying
in the Middle East.

There being no objection, the article

was ordered to be printed in the Reconp,
as follows:

Inag URGED AS REFUGE ¥OR ARal REFUaEEs
(By Ellahu Ben-Horln)

What has the future In store for the Afab
refugees from Israel? Can Israel reabsorb
them? Or ean they be permanently resetiled
in & new land?

Perhaps 600.000 Arabs have fled from Pales-
tine to non-Israell territory. They sre not
wanted in the lands to which they have fled.
Mor are they able to find a place In the econ-
omy of their present home.

Whether the Arabs fled from fear of Jews
ish fighters or whether they were badly ad-
vised by Arab leaders who wished to clear the
fleld, the fact remains that they have gone,
Except for the 100,000 who stayed behind,
the Arabs are no longer in Jsrnel, By the
time peace is Tully restored, they will have
been gone at least a year.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—APPENDIX

HOMES TAKEN OVER

During my recent trip through Israel, I
waa Interested particularly In seelng what
had happened to prewar Arab homes and
positions, Thus examined, the practical
proapects for a mass Arab return emerge as

s
Let us start with the guestion of Arab
homes, whether In the mixed and strictly
Argb cities or In the Arab villages. In
Jerusalem, Jaffa, Halfa, Safed, Tiberins, Acre,
Ramleh, Arabs owned many modern houses,
As a result of the great onrush of Jewish
immigrants during the past 8 months, all the
houses fit for habltation have been taken
oVver.

Todny Katamon, the Arab quarter of new
Jerusalem: Ein Karem, a township outside of
Jerusalem; the new clty of Acre: the modern
sections of Jaffa and Halfa are Inhabited by
Jews to full eapacity.

The slum sections In most of thesa clities
gelther have been destroyed by warfare or
dynamited in order to clear the way for city
planning. About 30 blocks of housas {n Jaffa,
adjolning TelAviv, now present a mass of
rulns and masonry, while a similar pleture
18 to be sean In the Arab parts of Haifa. In
other words, If the Arab refugees should
return to Israel, not ong could reoccupy his
former home. The same 1s largely true of the
blgger and more prosperous Arab villages,

Not only Arab homes bul also Arab eco-
nomic positions elther have become nonex-
istent or nonavallable to the Arabs. Arabs
used to form the majority in the lower of-

R PR

professional workers have shrunk by 90 per-

cent, The same applles to the Arab cafe
and restaurant, cinema, newspaper, grocery
store, and the entire spectrum of city life.

The Arvabs of Palestine are entitled, of
course, to financigh compensation for prop-
erty they have left behind them, This meana
that Arab refugees from Palestine will hava
money coming to them from Israel. Wheth-
er 1t will be much oc lttle, It will not be
homes, jobs, and farms,

It appears from the foregoing that It
would be better for them, for the Jows, and
for Middle East tranquillity If they used
these sums elsewhere.

REFUGEE PLAN CHARTED

And such a possibllity exists. A plan has
been devised for a constructive solution of
the Arab refugee problem. I mean the
Hoover plan, set forth by Herbert Hoover
long before the Palestine war, and before the
Araba of Palestine became refugees, The
fact that the remedy Mr. Hoover prescribed
predated the problem In no way detracts
from tha practieabllity and urgeney of his
plan, As Mr. Hoover explained in 1945;

"In anclent times the Irrlgation of the
Tigris and Euphrates Valleys supported prob-
ably 10,000,000 la In the kingdoms of
Babylon and Nineveh. The daterioration
and destruction of thelr Irrigation works by
the Mongol Invaslon centurles ago, and thele
neglect for ages, are responsible for the
shrinkage of the population to about 3,500,-
00¢ people In modern Irng. * * ¥

MAy 12

“My own auggestion !z that Irag might ba
financed to comnplete this great land develop-
ment on the consideration that it bs mads
the scene of resettlement of the Arabs from
Palestineg * ¥* »n¢

MUTUAL BENEFIT

“There s room for many more Arabs in
such a development In Irag than the total of
Arabs In Palestine. The soll is more fertile.
They would be among thelr own race. which
is Arab-speaking and Mohammedan. The
Arab population of Palestine would be the
galner from better lands in exchange for
thelr present holdings, Irag would ba the
galner, for it badly needs agricultural popu-
latlon, * * * Tt would be a solution by
engineering Instead of hy confiict.”

Many milllons of dollars have been spent
end many more will be spent for the upkeep
of the Palestine refugees. The Unlted States
has granted 816,000,000 ns lts share of the
820,000,000 allocated by the United Nations,
All these milllons will not solve the problem
of the Arab refugees or produce any per-
manent adjustment. To avold misunder-
standing. let It be stated that I heartily
endorse the most generous rellef for Arab
refugees, but I see mo reason to ignore the
fact that charity unaccompanied by con-
structive planning is no remedy for & social A,

President Truman has proposed large-scale
nld to undeveloped and underprivileged
areas of the world. One hearg of plans for a
£1,000,000.000 approprintion for thes Middls
East alone, The permanent resettiement of
500,000 men, women, and children, who lost
thelr homes, flelds, and shops, should be an
integral part of thess plans.

What Mr. Hoover visualleed as a one-sided
transfer can be developed Into a plan foran
exchange of populations. About 250,000
Jews live In Iraq, Syria, Lebanan, Egypt, and
Yemen. An eXchange ol population iz indi-
cated, and It ia seen as a beneflt for all con~
rarned,

The formula of Mr, Hoover seeks a solu-
tlon by englneering instead of by conflict,
Onless It s accepted & bad socio-political Lrrl-
tant s preserved, which would prove to be a
serioiig obstacle on the road to pesce mnd
stabllity in ths Middie East,

The Case for National Health Insurance
EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. JAMES E. MURRAY

OF MONTAMA
IN THE BENATE OF THE UNITED BTATES

Thursday, May 12 (legislative day of
Monday, April 11), 1949

Mr. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to have printed in
the Appendix of the Recorp an article en-
titled “The Case for Mational Health
Insurance,” written by the distingulshed
Senator from Minnesota [Mr, Hom-
pHREY] and published in the New York
Times magazine of May B, 1848, This
article supports the President's national
health program. : X\

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the REcorn,
as follows;

Tue Case roa Nattowal HeattH INsSURANCE
(By Hon, Humert H. HusmrHner, of
Minnesota)

As a member of the new Senate subcom-
mittes an health, I have Just finished my
homework—boning up on 10 volumes of tes-
timony gathered by two earller subcommit-




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Condsliluent Onganigaliond NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Hadaasah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Organization of America

Poale Zion-Zelre Zion of America

Zionist Orgenization of America

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

With se for
your infor ce
:;iCkBtt-’- Q ttE‘E-

I als elphis,
who is fri is
cooperatic nos!
organizati

Earl}' VI M A BLRANE s SAMARA M WAL e W T WA ben

Cohen, He was friendly znd sympathetic but he did
not advance any helpful suggestions. I understend
that this is his usual way. I am hopeful that my
conferences in Washington tomorrow will be more
productive,

Best regards.

Sincerely,
oo

FEH:MB J1lahu pen-Horin
encl.

P. S. I em also enclosing an extract from the Congressional
Fecord containing Senator Brewster'e insertion of my
article in the Christien Science Monitor and his remarks

on the subject.




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE
Condliluent Organigaliond NEW YORK 17. N. Y.

Hadassah. Women's Zionist Organization of America HUIqu Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Orgonization of America

Poale Zlon-Zeire Zion of America

Zlenist Organization of America

May 19, 1949

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr, Silver:

J

may be
give 3
Washir

d

infor icelived
from } Of fice,

] ) . Letter
which Frank puxton wrote to Sidney Herold. I

am sure you will enjoy reading these wonderful
lines.

Eliahu men-Horin
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

Conslituent Onganigalions NEW YORK 17. N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Organization of America

Poale Zion-Zelre Zion of America

Zionlst Orgonization of America

ATR MAIL Mey 24, 1949

-

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
(leveland, VUhio

Dear Dr, oilver:

I do not know whether you have come across a series
of articles on the new immigration to Israel, published
in the Tel Aviv Haaretz. and written by a fellow named
Aryeh Gelblw

Gelblum ; and snent
one month in tions and
the human ma 12 far, he
has written W It:1s8,
in many resp , but 1
have not the 11 picture.
In some case iked and the
Dead™ by Mai

It is my feeling, shared by Sulamith Schwartz, who also
read these articles, that Zionists in the United States, and
certainly people in leading positions all over the country,
should have a sober conception of all the oroblems involved
in the absorvtion of new and unlimited immigration into Israel.
seing an "a-ikores", 1 doubt whether the sugar-coated
propaganda is productive of the greatest results. It seems
to me that Zionists in America are mature enough to know the
trath as it is, and that difficulties are apt to spur them on
to greater effort.

It is my sugeestion that these articles which, by the
way, are very ably written, be translated into English and
eireularized among a selected list of chairmen and officers
of Zionist grouns all over the country. I feel that by so
doing, we would render a service to the Zionist cause and to
7ionist education in this country., However, it is for you to
decide whether this should be done or not. rlease let me know.

With kindest regards, 1 am
CordZally yours,

Fliahn Hen-Horin




' s\
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Or. Abba 4aillel Silver

tlishu Sen-Horin

rnclosed
my letter to M
you over the t

Jest rega

MEMORANDUM

Date June 1, 1949




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AYENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Cr. Abbe Hillel Silver Date May 27, 1949

Elishu ‘en-Ho

I enclos
received this
Christi=n Comn
Heligions. ©So
letter may be

Best regards.

ESH:MB
encl.




FBH letterhead

CONFIDENTIAL June 1, 1949

Mr. Jacob Herzog
Ministry of Feligion
Hakirya

Tel Aiviv, Isreel

Dear Mr, Herzog:

Thauks for your letter of May 13 and the kind words
you had to say sbout my book on the Middle Eest, I am
glad that you found it informutive and instructive,

I =2 gure that Miss Herlitz keeps you informed of all
my communications inggfar as they relate to the Catholie
ﬂ.ﬂplﬂt. I Eh.ll fhoamaPime mal socae b sl P Ta - tu
ze that within th the
Catholie Church h 'fusous
encounter®, as yo and
Cardinal Svellman itter
understanding bet I America,
Excuse my frankne W was
famous £ r only o tted by
fresicent Welrman ‘he  ress
aboard ship befor wv vho
advised Dr. Vel:zm ther he
did it on his own but I cannot recall & similar short statement
by any statesman vhich contained so many faux pas. At & time
when the Catholic Church, notsébly Cardinal Srellman and
Msgr. McMshon, was the main engipeer of the obstacles placed
io the way of Israel's admission to the United Natioms,
“resident Velzmann found it necesszry to boost Cardinal
Spellman by stating, in this interview, that he had had two
very importunt conferences in the United States — one vith
"resident Trumem =nd the other one with Cardinal Spellmam.
Tols wus both bullding up the Cardinal and putting him on the
sane 1l 'vel with Tresident Trumen, snd rusning down the resident
of the United States. Furthermore, Dr. eizmann declared to
the whole world that im order that he, the President of the .
tate of Israel, meet Cardinal S-ellmam, the arrangements had
to be made by no less a person than the "resident of the United
States. Then, Dr. ‘el:mann went on to s eak of an understanding
almost reached at his conference with the Cardinal, only teo
be refuted an hour later by the Cardinsal's sceretary. I do
not «now how the government of [srael and the peple concerned
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.Hr. Jacob Herzog June 1, 1949

with Catholic satters in Israel rescted to this interviev, but

I know that I felt very bad indeed when I read the detalls of t-is
interview in the rapers, It certainly didn't helghtea the
respect of the Cutholiec hierarch; in the United States and else-
where for Isreel and its statesmsnship,

It suims that in the last fewv veeks, the Catholics have
embarked on u very ‘etermined campaign on the .uestion of Jeru-
salem: this Cesrite their defeat in the U.N., where the South
imerican Cathelic countries disobeyed them by voting for ILsrael's
sdmiesion to the U, ¥, It further seems to me that the New York
Gatholie viewpolnt on the question of Jerus:lem must have gained
asscendancy over the more moderate u-nroach of Cardinal Tisserant
snd others in Dome, I frankly den't knov how this 1s to be
exrlained. I do expect, hovever, to have more exset information
and possibly galn insight into the true state of &ffuirs in Rome
inthis respect within 1 - ' f acer-
taln gentleman from Ros

At the moment, I ¢ fur-
therance of the Hoover n of the
Arab refugees, This dc¢ he
rrovince of your Minisi matter,
i1 feeal sure that Miss ! ou
the inforszation she rec

I enclose a clippi ing
the Catholi: accusation with regard to the convent in Ein Karem.
I understanc that some denlal was published by the lsraeli
suthorities, but this is insufficient. This story is belng ecir-
culated very widely all over the United States nd does o yreat
deal of damage. Msy I advise that you cable a very strong and
vell-substantiated refutation of this story to the United States.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Elishu Ben-Horin




AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL

Constituent Onganizations NEW YOREK 17. N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organisation of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Hashomer Hatzalr

Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion

Misrach! Organization of America

United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion)

Zionist Organization of America

Zionlsts-Revislonlsts of America

ATR MAIL June 2, 1949

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temnle
Cleveland, Uhio

vear Dr, Silver:

I vigited wi 1 glad to rerort
that he was very ur worx on behalf
of the Hoover Fla least for one
month more, the p close to the
“resident, and wa f a public com-
mittee., If we se then we shall have
to form a committ

He showed me .dent some time ago,
very much along tl ‘esident which I
sent today to Mr. mnales, a copy or which 1 gave to Mr, Hoover and = copy
of which is herewith enclos=d.

Mr, Hoover alsc told me that Mr. Tuck, the American who heads the
I.R.0., sent a long cuble to the President a short while ago discussing
the nroblem of the Arab refugees und pointing out that there is no

solution for it outside of the Hoover "lan.

In Hoover's judgment, Under-Secretary VWevb of the State lepartment
is & Key persomn in this respect, :nd he was very glad to hear that Niles
promised to arrange for me to see Webb. He said that he =nd Webb are
very friendly but it would be better for me to see him through Niles, and
after that, Hoover woulu take it up with him, All in all, I haven't seen
him as pleased with anything in a long time. When I left, he said that
I was doing extremely good work and that he would be happy to help whenever
he is needed.,

I also attach & copy of the letter I sent to lir., Niles, together with
the nemorandum. by the way, although the memorandum bears my name, it was
drafted by Akzin.

Best regards.

Sincefely,
'M

Eliahu Sen-=Horin




THE PROBLEM OF THE PALESTINE ARAB REFUGEES

(Memorandum submitted by Elighu Ben-Horin,
Author of THE MIDDLE EAST: CROSSROADS OF HISTORY)

1. The question of the future of the Arab refugees from Tarael continues
to be a source of uneasiness in intermnational relations. Until settled, it may
be exrected to intensify the friction between Israel and the Arab States, to
provoke tension between the Great FPowers and the countries of the Middle East,
and to confront the world with the existence of a group of frustrated and unhappy
human beingzs who might easily become prey to demoralizing influences. For these
reasons, a ranid and satiefactory settlement of that problem appears eminently
desirable.

2. Further urgency is lent to the guestion by the fact that the maintenance

of & larre mass of A n of uncertainty, is

very costly, while it 'r. A sum of $16,000,000

has already been app) ‘ugees by the U,S5. Govemn-
ment. A eimilar sum r several foreign povern-
ments. This money it at which time the ques-
tion of further relief expenditures will undoubtedly aricse. Conelderable amounts
have also been provided for Areb refugee relief by private relief agencies and
voluntary contributors, These funds, too, are well-nigh erxhausted end more will
be required, The demands on the U.8. Government and on private funde, largely
from the Unitré States, will continue and may have to he mat agnin and azéin.

%, OCrowing recozrition is given in all guarters to the need to proceed
speedily with the recettlement of the large mass of the Arub refogees. 1t is
gonealiyv undarctood that only a small part of these refugees will be able to
return to L.2-tl, end that even such a limited retumn wili ne.diy be possible
excent as purt of a geueral resettlement scheme for thece refuge:s and in con-
necticn with an over-all improvement in Arab-Israeli relations. There is growing

agreement that most of the Arab refugees in question should be enabled to settle
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on the land or to find a place in urban occupations in the various Arab countries
whoee recent war against Israel has had so much {o do with the emersence of
this particaular refugee problem. It is understood that officiosls of the Amerliern
snd the British Geovermments, as well as Unitel Mations cirecles, tend towards this
viewpoint in growing measure, znd that infomal Jiscnssions are afoot with various
Areb governments o evplors the willingnees of the latter to cooperate in such a
resettlement scheme,

4, A serious denger that has to be faced in this connection is the danger
of a diffusion of effort. There seems to be =some feelinz that the mass of the
Arab refugees mizht be distribated amonz the Aif“erent territories of the Middle

East, notebly Trans/ ran, Syria end Lebanon.
(Egypt has officiall tg ansorb any of the
Pzlestine Arab refug larly that the Govemnrent
of Transjordsn is wi hin the territoriec under
its control most of eration of the large
monetary expenditure rces, especiclly by the
Government of the United States, to facilitste such n settlement. It is open to
gserious question whether such a large-scele operction eonléd be successfuly accom-
plished in the relatively arid territories uncer Trenegjorden control. It ls culte
conceivable that, once the money hes been erperded, 1t would sppear that thes
future of the refurees has not been assured after all, Similarly, opportunities
for the resettlement of the refuzces in Lebenon and Syrie are open to serious
doubt,

The governments of those countries, disinclined as they are at precsent to

accept any conslderable number of the refuzees for pemenent residence, may be

coaxed into doing so by the promise of Armerican largesse, But once foreign funds

have flowed directly or indirectly into the treassuries of thoee countries, 1% may
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well be that the Aradb refugees would once more find themselves facing an un-
settled future and therefore remsin a burden on the world, Because of this,
every effort should he made to decide beforehsnd on the most feasible large-
scale scheme for Arab refugee rescttlement and, cnce the znswer is found, to
concentrate on its exeention. Thus there wonld be avoided a great deal of wnste
motion, vaste of funds, human misery and international friction.

¢ From an over-all viewpoint, it seems that Iraq is the country which can
most easily provide for large-scale resettlement of a2ll of the Arabd refugees
from Falestine with greatest benefit to the country itecelf, JFor severul de-
cades attention has been focused on Iraq's need for additional population and
on the tremendous opportunities existing in that country for egricultural de-
velopment, The Bri =~ ~ ~ ' ' ' ' ~ (tain still held the
Mondnte over Irog, .tural develorment there,
Iragl statesmen the : to time, Internstional
authorities in the )il development have
repeatedly drawn at n the United States, Mr,
Herbert Hoover, amo ifore there were any
Arsb refugees from Prlestine, that everybody's interest might be served by en-
couraging the large-scale resettlement of Falestinian Arabs in Irag. The
former Iresident rut it as follows:

".osIn ancient times the irrigation of the Tigris end Euphrates

Valleys supported nrobshly 10,000,000 neople in the kingdoms of Babylon

and Nineveh, The deterioration and destruction of their irrization works

by the Mongol invarion centuries ago, and their negleet for ages, are

responsible for the shrinkase of the pmonulntion to asbont 73,E00,000 reople

in modemn Ireqees.

"My own snggestion is that Ireq might be finenced to complete this

great land development on the consideration that it be made the scene of
recettlenent of the Arabs from Falestine,...

"There is room for many more Arabs in such a development in Iraq than
the total of Argbs in Falestine., The goil 18 more fertile. They would be
among their own race, which is Arzb-sveaking and Mohemmedan, The Arab




population of Palestine would be the gainer from better lends in exchonge for
their present noldings, Iraq would be the guiner, for it badly needes agri-
cultural vopulation.s«.It would be a solution by engincering instead of by
conflictesed”

The fact that several hundred thousand Arabs who formerly lived in
Pelestine now find themselves unrooted only lends further strength to Mr.
Hoover's suggestion, We mist remerher, too, that sven those Arabs vho may be
able to return to Israel will have to underso a mrocess of rehabilitation and
adapt themselves to totally new conditions. As Dr. Clarence E. Fickett, Exec-
ntive Secretary of the American Friendn Service Comnittee, who recently returned
from supervision of the Friends' Arab refugen relief nrogram in Sonthern Fales-
tine, puts it in a letter to me: "..,The third vroblem, and a very important
one, would be &n pdd to Ierael as well as
those who go elsewvhe modermn famming methods
wherever he may be n

€. A further ¢ the choice of Iraq as
the rlace vhere most araged to resettle, is
connected with the international situation. As the most northeastem of the
Arab lands, lying close to the borders of the Soviet Union, Iraq, from the
long-range viewpoint, occunies a particularly important stratezic position.

But Iraq is very weak intemally end will remain so until and unless the Arabic
element of 1ts nonulation is considerably strengthened. At present, the many
national minorities and particularly the vers sizeable Kurdish minority fom

too large a section of Irag's nonulation. The claims of the Kurds to an inde-

nendent Kurdistan (which would be carved cut of the territories of Irag, Iran

and Turkey) are on record. All this makes Iraq particularly vulnerabdble to

attempts from whatever quarter to foment trouble and threaten the political
stability of the area. The addition of a consideranble number of new residents,

Arab in race, Moslem in religion end agricultural by occupation, would greatly




strengthen Iraq internally end thus also heighten its chances of resicting the
forces of disorder.

». Assuming that the above coneiderstions represent a correct analysis
of the situation, nothing can be galned by further delay, It would seem best
to have action undertaken at once tn prepare the ground for large-scale develop-
ment projects in Irag. It ie understood, of course, that the consent of the
Government of Iraq to admit the refugees in question must be obtained. There
is no reagon to doubt Irag's concurrence with the echeme if necessary measures
are teken on the dinlomatic, financlal and technical levels. As for the execu-
tion of the rroject, consideration might be given to entrusting it to a suitable
agency of the United 1 the Government of Iraq
and with such other as would assume certain
responsibilities in he guestion at once to
the necessary level nlike project which

wonld command the re of mublie orinion in

the United States more parvicuiariy, 1u mignv ve asuvisavle 1o request the only

living former President of the United States, the Honorsble Herbert Hoover, to

undertake a study of this project, together with & suitcble committee.

¥ W

Juna 1549




EMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE

(Conastituent Onganigations NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

Hadassah, Wemen's Zlonlst Organizatlon of Amerlea MUrray Hill 2-1160

Hashomer Hatzalr

Labor Zionist Orgonization of America-Poale Zion
Mixrachl Orgonization of America
United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion)

Zionlst Organization of Amarlca
Zlonists-Revisionists of America

AIR MAIL June 6, 1949

Dr. Abba hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Uhio

Dear Dr, Silver:

Since lerhone,
I tried to ed that
he is out acting him
tomorrow, rn from
Toronto at

I soc am meeting
him tomorr s in which
Dr. Akzin ion of
tbe Tuvim, ant us
to go in aierwang Jewisn ana <ionist opinion in the
United States /ith regard to the unfavorable change of
0licy on the rart of the State Department.

1 phoned Judge bevinthal in rhiladelphia, and he
rromised to try and arrange interviews for me with
Clerence Pickett and Earl Harrison. I hope these inter-
views take place by the end of this week, after my return.

I enclose for your information a copy of my letter
to Miss Herlitz.

My very best to you.

v
Sincerely,

G

My forthcoming lecture in Toronto reminds me that Lr.

Falkman never answered my letter to him of Acoril 27,
a copy of which I herewith enclose. This is rather
surprising.




AIR MAIL June 6, 1949
QONFIDEXTIAL

Miss Esther Herlitz, Chief
American Desk

Foreign Office

Hakirya

Tel Aviv, Israel

Dear ¥i s Herlits:

S8ince I wrote to you on May 19, a few further developments have
taken niuce with resard to thae loover Flan. Here are the most important onest

1-1had ¢« long « ir. David Niles. He
vromised his full 1tervievs for me with
the top people in dith Mr, Mark Ethridge,
upon the latter's ther agreed that I
prepare & speelal | ib refugees for the
President, He sas 1ie memorandum, the
Prasident vill see th this problem, The
memorandum for the s gent to Mr. Niles
three days ago.

Z = Lezt woeky, I visitea with herbert hHoover again, I am glad to report that
he wvas very wvell satisfied with the progress of ocur work on behalf of the
Hoover 'len, He 18 in “avor of continuing, at least for one month more, the
pressure on the White House by pecple close to the President, and waiting
until then with the formation of &« public committes. If we mes that the
personal influences fail, them we shall have to form a committes,

He showed me 2 letter which he wrote to the President some time go, very
mueh along the lines of the memorandum for the President which 1 sent
to Mr. Niles, & cory of which I guve to Mr, Hoover und a copy of which is
herevwith enclosed, 28 mentioned . bove,

Mr, i"cover also told me that Mr, Tuck, the Americen who heads the I.R.0.,
gent & long cable to the President = short while age discuesing the problem
of the Arsb refuyees und pointing out that there is no sclution for it outside
of the Hoover lanm,

In Hoover's judgment, Under-Secretary Webb, of the State Nepartment, is a
key person im this respect, and he wvas very glad to hear that Hiles promed
to arrange for me to see Vebb, He sald that he and Webb are very ‘riendly,
but it would be better for me to see him through Niles, and after that,

Hoover would take 1t up with him, Al)l im all, I haven't seen him as pleased
with anything in a long time, When I left, he said that I was doing extrecely




8007 work end tlat he would be harry to help vhenever he is neaded,

In the rwantime, however, I received a letter from Clarence E,
“lckett, the Excoutive Secretary of the Americsn Friends Service
Committes, +.ich introduces » new rote of urgency into the matter of
the publis committes, Mr, Pickett writes to me ns follous:

"Thank you for your letter of May 17, 1 have delayed
answering untll I could learn more sbout the committee which
Kermit Roosevelt and Carland Hopking are hopin, to form,

Znclosed ls « copy of a letter just received from Kermit
Roosavelt, I think before any aetion is tsken on the for-
mition of still anothar comrittes, & ought to ses +hat the
conatd tusn o o ) orogram is to be,"

Urom receir commuricated thia
icformition Lo lver and discussed
it vith him, M sevelt wrote to

icketty

"Dr, B Letter to me
in Dr, Hopk to tell you that
‘s are '‘ust on the formustion
of 2 commit ~_ with the refugee
problem in the “iddle Rast. I =m sure *hat you will be heering
further from Dr. Bayard Ledge or Dr. Willism Ernest Hocking on this
miter znd that you will he kent Mlly irformed.”

In view of this now informution, Dr. Silver felt that it wight be
adviseble for us not to postpone the formation of our comnittee, 20 that
AT md vhen Kermit Roosevelt snd the pro-Arsb clicue organiye thedir
comittee, they would be the seconds in the field, Tomorrow morning,

{ am meeting Aubrey 'an snd we shall confer on this., I also intend to

vhone Mr, Hoover :nd see vhat his reaction will be.
i shall, of course, keep you posted,
With kindest regards, I am
Sincerely yours,

Eliahu Ben-Horin




;‘;ﬁRICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver Pate  June 13, 1949

£lishu Sen-Horin

I recei .pful letters,
one from Su rank Suxton.
suxton's le » 1 enclose,
for your in ,» Hoover
wnich tonta two above-
mentioned 1

Best regards.
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EBH letterhead June 13, 1949

The Honorable Herbert Hoover
Hotel Waldorf-iAstoria

Park Avemue & 50 St.

New York, N. I,

Dear Mr. Hoover:

: I feel sure that you vill want to read two letters
Ahich I just received. Une of them is from Sumner Welles,
‘and the other from Prenk W, Buxton, the life-long editor

of the HDoston Herald, wic served as one of the Americen
member: of the Ang lo-American Committee of Inuuiry on
Palestine, botn letters are reactions tc the memorandum

t0 the "resident, conies of whicsh I sent to these gentleuen,

lere are the mertinent excerpts from *he two letters:

Sumner Welles: "., ~°~ ~ = 7 - "1l you

that I have read f 4nd
that I wholeheart t it
sxpresses as well It is &
moment for statea e85 the
United States sup) ess, there
are innumerable ri ettle its
+ outstanding intem to
dedicate itself ttlement,
and to politiecal tely
handicapped.™

Frank W, Buxton: "...I have read carefully your confidential
memorandum and.find nothing in it to which I camnot assent — and

I want to thank you for the memorandum and for your note.

"What & magnificent elimax it #ould be to the career of

Mr, Hoover .f he could actually initiate the grand transfer
which you have outlined! That acecomplishment would over-shadow
his great feat in Belgium, He would have credit for solving a
problem which has thwarted the best minds of the world. He would
atrike a powerful blow for peace. He would erect . barrier
against Russia and perhaps regenerate the entire Middle East.
And the rroject would be all the more appropriate for Mr. Hoover
in that the Quakers, with whom his assoclations are so close,
have been doing their best to relieve the plight of the home-
less Arabs."

With kindest regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Eliahu len-Horin




American Zionist Emergency Council

MEMORANDUM

Date

Dr. Akzin June 15, 1949

Elialhu Ben-Horin

I followed up yuur suggestion and rhoned Frank B
this morning, asking him whetner ne, himself, could ad
the ides outlined in his letter to me with regard to th

ey or the Jashington Fogt, or both, I po

out to him that if he has someone cn either of these tue
“apers, and if he would arrroach the person, suggeatir
editorial along the lines of his argumentstyoe -
to me, it woula be much more effective than It
Frank willingly sgreed vith t:is, adding that Elliltun-, -
edi tor-in-chief of the ¥ P 8 Ayery close frien
of bis, and that he woul. be glad t.

He wvent o i draft of
an sditorial a rould send
this dr:ft to use this
editoriel or s mised that
such a dreaft « d hie that
I was leaving ' : the
editorial will o him,
Accordingly, o

I then coi e As I told
you, and also . -~ __Ang Buxtom
the "shaliakh" to interviev with him doesn't
seem to nlt-rinli ks coming to Boston tomerrow,
eak to Frankfurter about the
cooperation, esvecislly vie a vie
. e note which McDonald handed over
"rtign iniitry in Tel Aviv on behalf of the U, S, Government,
nd/ hgfv bad 1t w Buxton asked for a copy of that note, which
gr pig have, enabling him to know the score. He
e up this matter with Frankfurter, without
doing so at my request. Plense send him a
fiote Special Delivery, so that he gets it before
Al ﬁlrtll"-




AIR MAIL June 21, 1949

iss Esther Herlitz, Chief
American Desk :
Israeli Foreign Office
Hakirya

Tel Aviv, Israel

Jear Miss Herlitez:

Mr. Uriel Heyd sent me - copy of the cable vhich he just received from you
regarding the alleged arrest by the Israell Government of Msgr. Hakim and
Father Navesu, as well as the Ein Xarem incidemt. It would be very helpful if
you could Air Mall to S . = mce Kuhm's letter to
the Hiniatry of Relig icident.

I weant to report dopments of the last
few days with regard

1 == The memorandum t mt you at the time, has
rrovoked a considerab i from many quarters.

Thie includes Senator n public life, as wvell

a8 writers and journa fr. Thorp, both Assistant
Secretaries of State, ) _ m. The strongest comment
is probably contained in the following excerpt from a letter which I received from
Sumner Welles:

",.. Jt 48 hardly necessary for me to tell you that 1 have read the
memorandum with extreme interest and that I wholeheartedly agree ith the
point of view that it expresses as well as with its major recommendations,
It is 2 moment for statesmemnship ond for decisive nction, Unless the
United States supports the point of view that you express, there are
innumer:ble reasons why the efforts of lsrael to settle its outstanding
intermtional controversies 'nd thereafter to dedicate itself to the task
of reconstruction, of resettlement, and to political =nd material progress
will be desperately handicapped,”

2 = Last week, I had lunch in Philadelphia with Clarence E. Pickett, Executive
Secretary of the American Friends Service Committee. He gave me a plece of news
which is rather important, He told me that the day before, he had participated in
2 meeting which took nlace in the State Department on the guestion of the Arab
refugees. In addition to Mr. McGhee, Assistant Secretary of State in Charge of the
Middle East, and other State Department officials, representatives of the various




relief groups, of the oil companies, ete, participated in this conference.
According to Mr., Pickett, it was decided that - special American committee
or u working group be appointed which would prepare plans for the re-
settlement of the Arab refugees. Vhen I asked him who was to head this
committee, he sald that three names were suggested in the following order:
Herbert Hoover, William Clayton and William Batt. He added that Hoover
was not only the first choice but it was the general opinion that should
Herbert Hoover be willing to accept the chairmanship of this committee,

it would have reel standing and rrestige, and they would be able to count
on the support of Congress and public opiniomn. However, Mr, "ickett con-
tinued, there was some doubt whether Mr, /lcover would be willing to :ocecept
such an appointment,

I told My, Pickett about Mr, Hoover's very keem interest in this
problem and his willingness to help solve it, and that I was confident that
if Pregident Truman extends an invitation to Mr, Hoover to head such o
committee, he would, in all probability, aceept it. Mr, Plckett was very
glﬁ.ﬂ to hear the* —~ —*=*- SEERE i T RS 4. _sar M MeGhee in the
State Department dght of the foregoing,
it seems to me t opments within the next

few days.

3 — In the mean . mentioned before, has
reached us, Fol iged for me with MeChee
for tomorrow mor «day with Mr., Eban,
consulting with mrgue in my conference
with McGhee tomo lition to everything
else, I try to a ewpoint with regard to
the Caza gtrip propositiom. I will most certainly keep this in mind.

\

I will report to you about my talk with McGhee as soon as I retum to
INIU*-

¥With kindest regards,
Sincerely yours,

Eliahu Ben-forin
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Severa ett R,
Clinchy, FPres ieit to
Europe, it mi ng for him
to pay a brie Sone

plans for thi
of question ¢
and some rest
questioned tl
this time, 1V

h the rise
in Jerusalem
staff have
ichy at

Jur counsel

on this matter?

Very cordially yours,

By & Bon

- Gener Drector




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba iillel Silver Date  June 23, 1949

Eliahu :en<Horin

I enclose for your information u copy of
my letter to Miss fsther Herlitz, head of the
Americen Desk in the Isrueli Foreign Office,
conteinfrs o aarmemahanatra wacacd Sl my

con to the
Hoon letter

I r mentioned
in 1

The friend whom I mention in my letter to
Miss derlitz is Herbert Feis., For ouvious
reasons, I didn't want to betray his con-
fidence by disclosing his name.,




AIR MAIL © Jume 23, 1949

Miss Esther Herlitz, Chief
American Desk
Israeld Foreign Office

Hakirya
Tel Aviv, Israel

Dear Miss Herlitz:

In contimuation of my report of Jume 21, I was in Waghington yesterday
and had = long talk with Mr., George McChee in the State Department and another
talk with Mr; David Niles. Upom mv returm from Washington, I foumd a letter
from a friend of mi 1 with Secretary
Acheson and other 1 itate, This friend,
with whom I consult he Arab refugees and
asked him to discus /@ Department, has just
had = talk with the | reported to me at some
length the contentas opy for your information.
On the whole, Mr. M in the conversation with
my friemnd as in my

However, 1 ven weirability of appointing
a committes, headed ., .. ..cc.c, o e = pomeeea. Jithout wvaiting for the
outcome of the Lausanne megotiations. I also tried, at the request of Mr. han,
to find out where Mr. McGhee stood personally on the question of the Gaza strip.
On the latter point, while Mr. McGhee tried at the beginning to defend the
State Department's positiom, saying that he didmn't see why Israel ties up the
question of admitting the 230,000 refugees with getting the Gasza strip — at the
end of our conversatiom, he as much as admitted that he personally would be
perfectly willing to let Israel have the Gaza strip Af they take all these
refugees, adding that this would be a very important contribution to the solutiom
of the whole problem of the Arab refugees.

Knowing that Mr. Claremce Pickett had already informed Mr. MoGhee of our
conversation and that, accordingly, .f kmew about the meeting in the State
Department last week, I had no hesitation in asking Mr. McChee how they are pro-

eeding on this committee of experts. To this he answered that they will have
wait for the outcome of the Lausanne talks and that unfortunately mo progress
being made in Lausanne, I took up this point very emergetically, saying to
McGhee that I didn't see in what way the two things were comnected. He
tted to me, earlier in the conversation, that there was no "McGhee Plam".
I told him then that I can admit that therd is no "Hoover Plam"., Furthermore,
at present, nobody is in a position to answer the simplest questions, i. e.




Miss Esther Herlits June 23, 1949

"How much money would be required to finance the resettlement?” "Where would this
mcney come from?” "What part of it will have to be given in the form of grants
and what part could be gotten in the form of long-term loana?" "How much time
would be required to resettle the refugees?", etc., etc. I went on to say that
he, McChee, was demanding that Israel take at least 230-250,000 refugees, Why
nct let a committee of experts judge vhat number of refugees Israel would have to
take back in order to contribute its share to a definite solution of the whole
rroblem, and what number of refugees can Israel take back on the basis of ob-
jective conditions in Isrsel. I added, moreover, that should President Trumam show
a personzl interest in this matter to the extent of ilnviting Mr, Hoover to head
this committee of experts, this would undoubtedly have . salutary effect on the
negotiations in Lausanne and on both the Arab States and Israel, So, sll im &ll,
I didn't see one reason why the formation of such = committee should be conditioned
on the outeome of the Lsusanne negotiations and I did see many ressons why the
establishment of this committee should mot wait, It seemed to me, and to Mr,
Hyman Schulson, the head of our Washington office, who accompanied me, that Mr,
McChee was impressed with this line of argument, He then said to me that it as
thelr poliey to avold by-passing the United Nations and that they were thinking
rather in terms of an intamatiAmal hnde Af av-awta hdah would be headed 'b-,- *-
Hoover as the reprose rurely American com-
nittes, I answered i deo in this case, there
was no justification ! ; this was a matter of
great importance vhiel .0'8 decigion, 'nd that
Mr. Acheson had retun

It was our impre it direction and that
Jir. McChee will subml i0s Another point worth
mentioning is ‘that wh wrative and even -hostile
attitude of the Iraqi ing the Arab refugees,
he did state that he agrees wvitn me vawa regarc w irag peing the best place for
the rescttlement of the refu ees if we speak and think in terms of a2 permenent
solution,

Mr, Niles wvanted to know whether I was sure that Mr, Hoover would accept the
appointment if the President extended an invitation, I told him that I was
reasonably sure and that he would agree with me that hatever faults Mr. Hoover
may have, changing his mind from one day to another wus mot one of them, He then
said that he wvas going to spcak te the President :nd let me kmow, Mr. Niles
further emphasized what Mr, McGhee had said earlier — that the President was very
careful not to by-pass the United Nations and that we should think in terms of =
United "ations body headed by lerbert Hoower as the chief American representative,
I sald that there was no objection on my part to this,

In the light of the foregoing, it seems rather important to make the ad-
ministrative heads of the United Nations urge the appointment of such - body and
to make them ask the United States for Herbert Hoover to head such - body.




Miss Esther Herlits June 23, 1949

I had a talk this morning with Mr. Clark M, Eichelberger, head of the
Americen Assoclation for the United Nations, Inc., and he said that he would
be willing to bring me together with Andrew Cordier, Trygve Lie and others in
the United Nations Secretariat handling the Palestine guestion., I expressed
my gratitude to him for his willingness to help but I asked him not to rroceed
in this matter wntil I had spokem to Mr, Fban and made sure of his approwval,

I am seeing Mr, Eban this afternoon and if 1t is alright wvith him, I will
start working on the United Nations officiels in this direction, It seems to
me that should we be able to bring about pressure from Lake Success on the
American Government to appoint Hoover to head a United Nations committee on the
question of the refugees, this will about clinch the matter and bring shout a
move from President Trumam. I am seeing Mr. Hoover tomorrow afternoon,

While in Vashington, I saw Mr, Uriel Heyd and gave him an account of my
conversation with Messrs, McGhee and Niles, I also gave him a copy of the letter
from Father Terence to Jacob Herzog. refuting the aseensations with regard to the
Ein Karem incident. cdty to this letter, to
cormumicate it to t to ask that they publish
it, and also to com Mr., Heyd was in full
agreement with me, er could be released and
he intended to cable lon, It seems to me that

if 1t were a confide ve given it to Xarl Raehr.
However, I would 11k etter without delay.

With kindest re

wanverwly yours,

Elishu Ben-Horin




Mr, Elialhm Ben-Horin
AmericarZionist Council
342 Medieon Avenue

New York 17, New York

iy dear BeneHording

I should like closed letter so

that I could & . Conference of
Christians and

With all good

ABBA HILLII SILVER




.. -Qmerican*Zionist Emergency Council
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MEMORANDUM

Mr, Browdy, Mrs. Epstein, Rabbi Date  sune 24, 1949
Lookstein and Mr, ‘uckermsn ' CONFIDENTI A

Fliashu Ben-iorin

I would like to draw your attemtion to a fev items in our public re-
lations sctivities which may produce some good results:

Momas Sugrue’ yrtheoming book @ ragl -~ You nrobably vith
nleasure the interviev in the Merald Tribung = couple of

Thomas Sugrue upon hia return from Iasrael, low, the Counms no direct
part ln clther initiating or Minwmeing Sugrue's irip to is The initiative
vas malnly that of Awbasssdor James G. MeDonald, from an
individusl Jewish souree in New York ond his

% Zroa. However, it s0 happened that during ay iost visit to

brought together with Sugrue by McDomald eritical stage,

in preventing the comnlete Llasco of on, He was about to leave
Israel in despair. The followlng guota froz etler vhich I reseivad the
other day from v, | ' *t of the story:

" oo them ] it down =nd write
you sbomt <11 that ! result of your in-

tersst ln 2y plight = which I shall never
forget nor c¢cesase 1o

Judging aot ou . the Herald Tribuge
but by the mowledg nis sririt, there is
very little doubt t important literary

] iat help in our work

man by the name of Simon Menache,
is en Egyptisn-born newspapermun of the
’ from Egypt twe venths xgo as un imadgrent
- He brought «ith him the most excellent recommendstions
a8 to his cspabilities snd Inovledge of the iddle East, including
recommsnda ": from the United States Information Office in Caire,
orkxed Tor a my of years, Mr, Menache is looking for a job, snd
3't be too difffbult to find something to do in one of the Jewish
dqs for = pdn Af nis linguistic wnd journalistie qualifications.
' : that here w&s a chance t0 introduce 2 man of ours into
wotitute and the )iddle East fournal in Yashington which, u»
you surely kmow, iz an orgenization unfriendly to us, At lesst, it is vorth
trying. Menache comes not as a Zionist, but =3 2 journalist and « ¥iddle Enst
expert highly pralsed by U. S. suthorities in Caire, and this is the type of
man who should be able to gain entree into the circles of the Middle Enst




Journsl, if he 1a rroperly launched and sponsored locally.

Accordingly, I telephoned my friend, Prank Buxton, in Boston,
exvlained the whole thing to him and asked him to write to his friend,
Christian Herter, Republican Congressman from Magsachusetts, and one of
the leaders of the Middls Esgt Tnstitnte, Mr, Puxton willingly agreed to
do this, and we ars now avalting further develormemts, I wish only to add
that i? thia succneds, it mav be of 2omzidarghle imrortance to us because
thus far we do not have onea symnathetic soul in this outfit,

uth G on her vay to JIsrael -- Ruth Gruber left this morning on her

Ty 1o Lersel to vwrite for the .erald Tribune, She tried to arrange to

stop off in Lausanne in ovder to be sble to send us o few disnatches =bout
the Lausanne negotiations which would be helpful to us. However, the Tribune
¢10 not mgree to tole. £t111, we may look forwerd hopefully Yo her die-
netches frow Jsras) whish will. wndonbtedlv. be helnful to our cause,

I enclose, fo or to Ambassador
Jameg G, MeDonsld !

Eest regards,

hBH s MB
encl.




The Homorsble Jumes G, Helonald
‘mericun
Tel iviv, Israel

Lear JCM:

thet I delayed ansvaring your letter of

not saswering oy lettars to you, but 1:xis
vouldn't be true, The delay in my rerlying wis caused by my ~re-
ocaupstion at the noment, malnly comcerning the thing on which you
m*tmuymmmm . wrote %o you :bout 14 st
soms length, I refer to the Ared refuges roblea snd the Hoover Planm.

In the weantine, you received, I an sure, wy letter of June 7
enclosing a cory of tha memaceadue aw se. - o Leh Mr,

David ¥iles promised ien, I hove
received nuserous let and the
memorandum vas alsc in nevs-
paper editorials, Fu ms to

show that offieial th ) end more
tovards « solution by | one
négative excression w | mentioned
wiove, I received manm dve intarest.
These inciude =em 1k tary of the
Iaterior Opear Che rma) an Frisnds
Service Cowdittee, Eary Serrison, Valter Lippman, Sumner “elles,
Frank Buxton and msny leaders hhhhnmnrﬁm‘rm.

A week or so age, vhem I was having lumeh ith Clareace E,
“ickett, ia "hiladelrhia, he told me of & seeling in the State Derart-
=ent the day before in vhich ke rarticipated alomg with rerrasen—
tatives of other relief groups, devoted to the question of the Areb
refugees, it this seeting, the concensus vas thst a comsittes or a
vorking gromp should be est.blished to investigate the question of the
refugees and vrepare blusprints for sclution. Their first and

unanimous vholee for the leadership of this connittes wss Herbert
Heover,

Following that, I had .
Jecretary of State George C, MeGhee
®e on wemy polnts, 1. e,
resettlenent of the refugees; that it




flon, James C, MeDonald Jums 24, 1949

% committee to study 'he problsm uad rrepare plens for &
solutiom, lthough it seems that the mskers of offieial rolicy
vould rive ;reference %0 an intermational com-ittee headed by
Hoower ss the chiel American delegate, rether than to » purely
Ameriosn body, Hovever, it scems that the whole guestionm now
has to bes submitted to the Secretury of State vho has just re-
turned from abroaé before any decisive steps can be sxrected in
this "1'““‘-

As %o the Jerusslem s sue vhich, us yom know, is another -at
rroblam of aine, our matual Cathelie friends are engaged, at the
moment, in « very bitter anti-Israsli campeign., If I am not mis-
taken, they are in for a second defeat on th12 question; thelr
first defeat having bean the admission of Isrsel into the United
Nations desrite their hostile propsgends 4t the time. From ‘hat
{ heur from reliable sources, the ome sgresment vhich the Con-
eilistion Commdssion in Leusanne is likely to resch will probably
be a kind of partition of Jerusalen vith an international suver-
vision of the He! = B D ) i haven't
had rersonal con e

You urebably Thomes Sugrue
guve uponm his re ' heart
to resd it, I W very wara
letter from him, ext in
nshingtom,

In reply & o position
to say vhep I up _ _in, I comn't
hmh*dlmthnt!mldnunﬂlﬂth. sad any sug-
gestions from you in this respeet would be veleoms,

¥y very best to you, the family, ¥lss Clark snd your
vollengues,

Cordislly yours,

£liahu Hen-Horin




L B T .

American Zionist Emergency Council

MEMORANDUM

I'n The members of the FPraesidium: Benjamin Date  June 28, 1949
Browdy, Mrs. Judith Epstein, Rabbi Joseph
Lookstein anc Baruch 7uckerman

I'ram

Elicshu Fen-Horin

Enzloged herewith please find a copy of a let
Assistant Seecretary of State lMr. George C. McGhee to
chnlson; also coples of an exchange of correspondenge
batween Mr. Aubrey S. FEban and myself.

By way of explanation, let me add
ag mentionsd in my letter of June 23 to Miss Herlitz,
econy of vhiech was sent to you at the I intended to
alscuss the question of cont.cting
to ‘he Hoover Plsn with Mr, ban gently, I ¢id heve
a talle with ™ v oo el d neen Ao e Sae Iaraeli
Ue N, delega sressed the
oninion that ple for the
tine being, Letter, he
elaborates *

Best re

E8 H:MB
encl.




STATE OF ISHAEL

Qffice of the 11 East 70th Street
Representative New York 21, New York
to the United Nations

June 24, 1949

Desr Mr, Ren-Horin:

I have now given further study to your letter to Miss Herlitsz
of June 23rd and the enclosure., May I make the following comments:

1. I am not ecertain how far our Government would go in submitting

to the arbitration of . committee of experts with regard to what its
proper share would be to a definite solution of the whole problem. The
Covernment of Israel is bound to have ¢« more exacting view of 1's owm
securlty and eeco ly starting with a
definite blas in jover, the prorogal
is slready out o woilnted by the C.on-
=iliation Commis Ty out precisely -
this form of inv cts you may consider
whether that par f your exrcsition
of this question

2. With regard m the refugee
yuestion other t wod by the Palestine
Conelliction CoMumaimesviy av mwuwau wravemay wve s wwnadB88ly premature for
us to decide at this stage that we would want the U.N. General Assembly
to take this action three or four months from now. To suggest to Mr.
Trygve Lie and Mr. Cordier that they sho 1d now be engaged in recom-
mending the candidature of Mr, Herbert Hoover for a hypothetical and
non-existent committee that may or may not emerge out of the General
Assembly in Yovember or December, would surely arpear to them a rather
frivolous undertaking. It would certainly be reckless for me to commit
the Government of Israel to holding such & view several months from now
in conditions that cannot yet be envisaged. For your personal infermation,
the Secretary Ceneral's line of thought at this moment is to lave the
Coneiliation Commission and all its constituent organe superceded at the
next session by an individual conciliator resvonsible, like Dr. Bumche,
to the United Nations alone. Ve tend to support this proposal and it _
would be necessary to examine carefully how far the proposed U,N, refugee
commission would fit into that pattern. I realize, of course, that in
nresenting that view you would not be commiting the Govermment of Israel.
However, 1t is the vractice of the Secretay General and Mr, Cordier,
vhenever they hear the expression of . Jewish viewpoint, to seex the
views of thils Delegation, I think we should remain uncommlted at this
stage. On the other hand, your negotiations with and concerning Mr,




Hoover have now made such remarksble progress that it 1s necessary to
ascertaln from the Covernment of Israel the precise degree to which it
should lend its influence to that body. 1 can no longer rest on my own
judgment, which as I have told you, su ports your own view in this matter,

When we snnrouch within measuring distance of the mere possibility
of a UN, commission on refugees it will be fruitful to review the
situation again to decide in what directlion we should s=ek to direct
the 3ecretary Ceneral's influence.

Yours sincerely,

hubrqr S+ Eban
Permanent Representative

Aaf Tearaal +a tha lIinited Nations
Mr, Eliahu Ben-Hox

imerican Zionist [
342 Madison Avenue
New York, N. Y,

ase: sh




The fonorable Aubrey 5. Zben
Isreell Comnsulate

1l Fast 70 2¢.

few Iﬁ*. .; !'

Dear ¥r, Han

Thanks ¢ the situation «ith
regard to the over the phoms, there
are some roin o disagree:

1 = Iou sres a definlte biss in
favor of maxi st we have svery
reason 1o emr wer to adveeats
maximun reset e contention of mine
lobome out | e e e —mwjeet publicly e
cressed by “r, Toover in the pest sad alse by hat I h.ve heard from
him ia rrivate conversations.

¢ = While I agree with you "hat the Covernment of lereel knows its
Beeds and rossibilities best, the rroblem hefore ws in R vicusly to
ecavince the world of the rights and wromgs of the situstion. You will
surely gront that sa estismate of the extent te vhioch repatristion is

- mecessary snd possible, vhen it is made by s comnittes of exyerts, vill
earry imssusursbly more welght than that of the Govermment of Isrsel
wiich 18 « party to the confliet, =nd in the eyes of sany is the scoused,

Like you and me, ', Hoower - whem I sav lsst Pridsy -- is very
sceptiesl with regard to an internstional gommitbes., Ne Favers a
parely Americsn committes and would be “illinmg to head mush = body,

It is needless %o say thet I shall be very such iaterested to hear
from you vhen you recelve the cnsver of the Poreiga Uffice,

Cordiully yours

=8H 1MB Eishu Gen-"cria
s 8, I melose for your informution
s gory of ¥r, (eorge Melhee's
letter to ‘r. Schuleom,




My dear Nr, Schulson:

June 22, 1949

I vant to thank you for your letter of June 20,
1949, and for your kindness in sending me a copy of
Mr. Ben-Horin's book and the other interesting meterial.
I particularly want to thamk you for arranging the meeting
of today with Mr, Ben-Horin, which I enjoyed grestly.

Those af na hava in tha Namardmand af Siads oon-

cerned with
will keep i
sented,
utmost imvo
anxious te

iroblems
n pre-
o8 the
d is
dth

reapect to

(signed) George C. MoGhee

Mr, Hyman A, Schulsonm
American :ionist Emergency Couneil
Washington Buresu
1200 Eighteenth 5t., N,W,
'-fl.lhi.nm '6', D. ci
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL

Constituent Onganigations NEW YORK 17. N. Y.

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Hashomer Hatzadr

Labar Zlonist Organlsatlon of Amerlca-Poale Zion

Mizrachl Organization of America

United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avedah-Poale Zion)

Zlonist Organlzation of Amerlea

Zlonists-Revisionists of America

AIR MAIL June 27, 1949

Dr. Abba Hillel oilver
The Templ=
Clevelan

Dear Dr.

l1r
Jrown of
Jews, In

I w mraged
not to o )eriences
in the past nave snown tnat i1srael nas a "peneficial"
effect on all visitors.

It goes without saying that if Lr., Clinchy decides
to go, we should prepare the jround with our friends
in Israel so that he should be properly received and
attended to.
best regards.
ficerely yours,
1W

Eliahu sen-Horin




June 29, 19L9

Mre S'bﬂrl:!.ng W. Drown

National Conference of Christians 2 Jews
381 Fourth Avenue

New York 16, New York

My dear lr, Drowni

I think 4t -~ ~° ° ) Dr. Clinchy to
visit Tsras sen with refer-
ence to the refugees, etc,
are the sor f Israel will
face from t o not believe
that a visd ccount,

Should Dr, be advisable

for the Hat | Israell of-

fice in Nem .veo —ere oy vwis ov  weay B11 arrangements
might properly be made for his reception and for facilitat=
ing his tour of the country and its institutions.

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER




ALR MATL Tume 29, 1949

Miss Esther Herlits, Chief
American Desk

Israeli Foreign Office
Hakirya

Tel Aviv, Israel

Dear Miss Herlitz;

Here i# another report on the Hoover Plan developments:

l. As mentioned in mv letter of June 23. I wvas esoing to see Mr, Eban

that afternoon. | in this talk,

After 4 gave tha onversations, both

of them felt tha' it premature, for me

to start working the Hoover Plan,
Accordingly, I a any appointments for me.

This mornin, elaborating on his
viewpoint, 4As » | letter, 1 emclose
a copy of my repl

2. Three days sgv, » mwou mevwews wean raws swawes w L0OVEr, He is
defini tely prepared to head » committee for the study and eventual im-
plemsntation of the Hoover Plan, If President Truman extends an in-
vitation to him to this effect, he will accept it. However, he not only
prefers such a Committee to be purely American in composition and

responsibility, but he is extremely doubtful as to the feasibility of a
U.N, committes,

3. When I commmiecated the above to Claremce E, Pickett, he was very glad
to have this confirmation of Mr, Hoover's availability for the chairmanship
of a committee, and urged me to communicate this to Assistant Secretary of
Sh“. Bﬂrﬂﬂ.mn

4e In the meantime, Mr, Hyman Shulson, the head of our Washington office,
received a letter from Mr. MoGhee, as per emclosed copy.

5« A summary of comments on the Hoover Plan, as expressed in letters from

leading personalities on the American political scene, is herewvith enclosed
for your information,




Miss Esther Herlits -R e June 29, 1949

¥y last few reports, which I have tried to make as comprehensive
a8 possible, will bring you up to date on our efforts here in behalf
of the Hoover Plan, I don't have to tell you that I am greatly interested
in the Foreign Minister's personal appraisal of the situation., I
therefore should appreciate it very much if Mr, Sharett would let me have
his guiding comments,

With =y heat "ﬂr_ilh.l' 1 am

Sincerely yours,

FB i MB Ellahu Ben=idorin

ﬂﬂl-

Pe 8 In agreecment - erican Christian
Palestine Committee | he Ain Karem

.'!.nﬂidﬂl‘h




ALR MAIL

Miss Esther Herlitz, Chief
American Desk

lsraell Foreign Office
Hakirya

Tel Aviv, Israel

Dear Mias Herlits:

June 30, 1949

Yesterday I received a letter from Cardinal Tisserant
in Rome, a copy of which 1 enclose, Although the Cardinal
mk‘. no d."n’.*n sbabomocho adh el L5 .8 8 ‘.l._n.] i.tt‘.r’

I thought ti
general fri
the questio
worthwhile |
his return

him that he

I 41so0

McGhee, the
Near Eastem

Best regards,

of its

aes over
ection, it's
rted upon
rant told

© Ceorge C,
charge of

Sincerely yours,

Eliahu Ben-Horin




June 24, 1949

Mr. Eliahu Hen-florin
80-09 35th Avenue
Jackson Heights, N. Y.
Dear Sir:

I thank you very much for the articles you sent
me, reprinted from New York Herald Tribune and from Harper's
Magagine, B from “alestine
and adjacent 1 of refupees
does not mak rcause they
become mo e ‘hey will
succeed in n 5 and neoples
of those cou....___,

You have heard perhaps that Msgr. Thomas J. McMahon
is again on the spot for more help to refugees.

lease accept my best regards and believe me

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Fugenio Cardinal Tisserant
BEishop of Porto and Santa Rufina




EBH LETTERHEAD June 29, 1949

The Honor,ble George C. McGhee
State Departusent
Ullhinm, D. C.

1 was glad to read the news that You were confirmed inm
your appointment, and L wish to express my congratulations
and best <ishes for the fulfillment of the difficult and
responsible task which you have now officially assumed, It is
hardly necessary for me to add that it has fallem to your lot
to be in charge of one of the most GI{ffieult smd tropblesore
areas in the wo sure, an
area which hold Ik:lnd.

Mr. Picket e to com-
municate to you other day,

In my conversat with other

representatives - repeatedly
whether 1 wvas g ad & com-

mittee on Arab ; you will
probably recall, r. Hoover's
acceptance of s __ T mesrmowmwawily DPEVIAC 1 COWe IOl Priﬂidmt
Trumsn. 4n the light of my last conversation with Mr. Hoover,
I am glad to be sble to confirm that Mr, Hoover is greatly in-
terested in the problem and would be villing to help in every
way possible. I would like to add, however, that Mr. Hoover

is rather skeptical about the feasibility of a U, N, committee
and would prefer to head a purely American body of experts which
would make a therough study of the problem and offer re-
commendeations for its solution.

With my kindest regards, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

Eliahu Ben-Horin




B0.08 38BTw AVEMUE
JACKSON HEIGHTS
NEW YORK. WM. Y.

ILLinois 7-46885

ur, Abba hillel Silver
The Temple
clevelund, Uhio

Dear Dr, Silver:

Abe Tuvim tells me that you are lLeaving for
curope next week. 1 wish I could see you off and
Wwish you and Mrs. Silver "bon voyage", but I shall
te at Lake George on my vacation,

It years,
I imagia irefree weeks.
Al thoug] not one of
your che m from
enjoying I gon't think

that the rave you long
in this

My
vincerely,

pliahu Ben-Horin




THE PROBLEM OF THE PALESTINE ARAB EEFUGFES

(Memorandum submitted by Elighu Ben-Horin,
Author of THE MIDDLE EAST: CROSSROADS OF HISTORY)

1. The question of the future of the Arab refugees from Israel continues
to be a source of uneasiness in international relations, Until settled, it may
be expected to intensify the friction between Israel and the Arab States, to
provoke tension between the Great Powers and the countries of the Middle East,
and to confront the world with the existence of a group of frustrated and unhappy
human beings who might easily become prey to demoralizing influences. For these
reasong, & renid and satisfactory settlement of that problem appears emlnently
desireble.

2, TFurther urgency is lent to the question by the fact that the maintenance

of a large mass of ion of uncertainty, is

very costly, while rer. A sum of $16,000,000

has already been & efugees by the U.S. Govern-
ment. A similar = by several foreign govern-
ments. This money , at which time the ques-
tion of further reélie: vapvouivuses wara unuvuwvweeuway wsises Coneiderable amounts
have also been provided for Areb refugee relief by private relief agencles and
voluntary contributors. These funds, too, are well-nigh exhausted and more will
be required. The demends on the U.S. Government and on private funds, largely
from the United States, will continue and may have to be met azain and again.

3. OCrowing recognition is given in all quarters to the need to proceed
gpeedily with the recettlement of the large mags of the Arab refugees. It is
generally understood that orly a small part of these refugees will be able to
return to Ispacl, and that even such a limited retumn will hardly be possible
excent as part of a general resettlement scheme for these refugees and in con-
nection with an over-a2ll improvement in Arsb-Iesraeli relations. There is growinz

agreement that most of the Arab refugees in question should be erabled to settle
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on the land cr to find a place in urban occupations in the various Arad countries
whosé recent war against Isrsel has had so much to do with the emergence of
this particular refuzee problem, It is understood that officisls of the Americrn
and the British Governments, as well as Unitel Nntions clrcles, tend towards this
vievpoint in growing measure, cnd that infomal discussions are afoot with various
Arsb governments to erplore the willingmess of the latter to cooperate in such a
resettlement scheme,

4, A serious dsnger that has to be faced in this connection is the danger
of a diffusion of effort. There seems to he some feelinz that the mass of the
Arab refugees mizht be distrionted among the diferent territories of the Middle
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East, notably Trans/ “ran, Syria end Lebanan.
(Bgypt has officiall teo atsordb any of the
Falestine Arab refug larly that the Government

of Transjordan is wi hin the territories under

its ﬂnntrﬂlJmast of eration of the large

monetary expecnditure reces, especiclly by the
Government of the United States, to facilitate such a settlement. It is open to
serious question whether such a large-scecle overation cculd be successfuly accom-
plished in the relatively arid territories under Trensjordsn control, It le quite
conceivable that, once the money hes been erpended, it would appear that the
future of the refucees hss not been assured after 2ll. OSimilarly, opportunities
for the resettlement of the refugees in Lebanon and Syria are open to serlious
doubt.

The governments of those countries, disinclined as they are at preseant to
accept any considerable number of the refugees for pemenent residence, may be
coaxed into doing so by the promise of Amer!can largesse, But once foreign funds

have flowed directly or indirectly into the treasuries of thoee countries, 1T may
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well be that the Arab refugees would once more find themeselves facing an un-
gcttled fubture and therefore remain a burden on the world, Because of this,

avery effort should be made to decide beforehend on the most feacslble large-

scale scheme for Aradb refugee resettlement and, once the onswer is found, to

Thue there would be gvoided a preat deal of wnste
mntion, vaste of funcds, humsn migsery gnd international friction,

5« From an over-all viewpoirt, it seems that Iraq is the country which can
most egsily provide for large-scale resettlement of 211 of the Arab refugres
from Talestine with greatest benefit to the country itself. For severul Je-
craen attention hae been focused on Iraq's need for additionsl population and
on the tremendous opprortunities existing in that country for egricultural de-
velomnment, The British Government. at the time when Britain still held the
Msndate over Iraq, 1l1tural development there,
Iraql statesmen thi e to time, Internstional
anthorities in the i0ll development have
repentedly drawvn a In the United States, Mr,
Herbert Hoover, am efore there were any
Arcd refugees from Prlestine, that overybody's Interest might be served by en-~
coureging the large-scale resettlement of Fanlestinisn Arabs in Iraq. The
former Fresident rut it as follows!

"ecoln ancient times the irrigation of the Tigris and Euphrates

Valleys supported nrobebly 10,000,000 neople in the kingdoms of Babylon

and Nineveh, The deterioration end destruction of their iirigation works

by the Mongol inverion centuries ago, and their neglect for ages, are

responsible for the shrinkage of the vorulation to about 2,800,000 reople
in modem Ireqecss

"My own suggestion is that Iraq might be fineznced to complete this
great land develoyment on the consideration that it te made the scene of
resetilement of the Arabs from Palestine....

"There is room for many more Arubs in such a development in Iraq than

the total of Arsbs in Falestine., The soil is more fertile. They wonuld be
mong their own race, which is Arisbesreaking and Mohemmedan, The Arab




vopulation of Palestine would be the gainer from better lands in exchange for
their present holdingss. Irasg would be the gainer, for it badly needs agri-
cul tural ropulation....It would be a solution by engincerinz instead of by
conflictes.."

The fact that several hundred thoussnd Arabs who formerly lived in
Pelestine now find themaselves unrooted only lends further strength to Mr.
Hoover's suggestion. We must remenher, too, that even those Arabs vho may be
able to returmn to Israsel will have to underzo a vrocess of rehabilitation and
adapt themselves to totally new conditions. As Dr, Clarence E, Fickett, Exec-
utive Secretary of the American Friends Seivice Committee, who recently returned
from supervision of the Friends' Arab refuge: relief nrogran in Southern Pales-
tine, puts it in a letter to me: "...The third vroblem, and a very important
one, would be an =dditional program for those who return to Israel as well as

those who go elsewhe modern famming methods

wherever he may be a

6. A further c ;he choice of Iraq as
the rlace where most iraged to resettle, is
connected with the 1 rortheastem of the

Arsb lands, lying close to the borders of the Soviet Union, Iraq, from the
long-range viewpoint, occunies a narticularly important etratezic positionm.

But Iraq is very weak intemally snd will remaln so until and unless the Arsbic
element of its norulation is considerably strengthened. At present, the many
national minorities and particularly the ver, sizeable Kurdish minority fomm
too large a section of Iraq's nonulation. The claims of the Kurds to an inde-
vendent Kurdistan (which would be carved cut of the territories of Iraq, Iran
and Turkey) are on record. All this makes Iraq particularly vulnerable to
attempts from whatever quarter to foment trouble and threaten the political
stability of the erea. The eddition of a considerable number of new residents,

Arad in race, Moslem in religion end agricultural by occupation, would greatly
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strengthen Iraq internally end thus also heighten its chances of reesieting the
forces of disorder.

7. Assuming that the above coneiderations represent a correct analyeis
of the situation, nothing can be gained by further delay. It would seem best
to have action undertaken at once to prepare the ground for large-scale develop-
ment projects in Iraq, It is understood, of course, that the consent of the
Government of Irag to admit the refugees in guestion must be obtained. There
is no reason to doubt Iraq's coneurrence with the scheme if necessary measures
are tsken on the diplomatic, financial and technical levels. As for the execu-
tion of the nroject, consideration might be given to entrusting it to a sultable
agency of the United h the Government of Iraq
and with such other as would assume certain
responeibilities in he question at once to
the necessary level nlike project which

would command the re of rublie orinion in

the United States more particularly, 1t mignt be aavisable to request the only

living former President of the United States, the Honorable Herbert Hoover, to

undertake a study of this project, together with & suitable committee.

P
June 1949
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