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~ar Dr. Silver: 

November 21 1948. 

Following the conclusion of the recent war, the entire world 
was nade a'Y18.re of the tragic problem of European Jewish 
refugees on their terrible plight of their homelessness. 
Organizations were established, committees were formed, and 
unprecedented fund-raising efforts were launched. 

It is an anomaly of modern history that another community of 
Jews, whose destitution antidated even that of their European 
brothers, whose mental and physic&l deterioration he.a been no 
less severe, has been virtually overlooked and forgotten. For 
this reason, these Jews have become known as the "f'orgotten 
million". 

There are one million men, women, and children living in 
desperate conditions in a dozen Moslem countries throughout 
North A:f'rioa and the Middle East. They are primitive cra.fts
mon, beggars, and paupers, 80 % of whose children ere dis
ease infested before they reach the age of five. Six-ye~r
old boys a.re forced to roam the streets shining shoes in 
order to bring home the desperately needed pennies. Families 
of eight and ten persons are compelled to live out their 
lives in one-room hovels without facilities for the bare 
requisites of life. Pellagra, traohoma, and tuberculosis are 
rampant. 

The most tragio aspect of this entire situation is that these 
people have been completely "torgo-tten11

• Aid on a f'ull, 
organized basis was virtually non-oxistent until the COMMITTEE 
FOR THE FORGOTTEU MILLIOU v,as established two years ago to deal 
specifioa.lly with this problem. During that time, the COMMITTEE 
has taken 20,000 children off the streets, placed them in 63 
schools, fed them hot meals, put a suit of' clothes on their 
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backs, and provided them with medical, dental, and social welfare 

aid. 

But actually, this has just been a beginning. So much must yet 
be done for these unfortunates that the COMM1TTEE FOR fHE FOR
GOTTEN MILLION has been compelled to embark on a ne.tionvri.de 
$ 2,500,000 fund-raising effort, as well as a public relations 
campaign to awaken the American public to this urgent hwmui 
problem. 

}.nd the. t is why we turn to you. We know that the prob le• of our 
people, regardless of who they are or where they are, are of 
deep-seated concern to you, and we know that you will want to help 

them. 

Time is a crucial factor. Kay I suggest, therefore, that we meet 

together, either in Cleveland or in New York, at your earliest 
convenience to discuss the matter and be.ve the benefit of your 

guidance. 

WZN:gs 

Sincerely yours, 

LL M z. !~OVICK 
Executive Director. 
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JDC-Aided Post-War Emigration 

I T is estimated that during the three year postwar 
period, May 1945-May 1948, some 150,000 Jews 

left Europe and Shanghai. In addition, 25,000 left 
for Israel in the months of lVIay and June 1948, bring
ing the total through June 1948 to 175,000. In view 
of the restrictive regulations applied in almost all 
immigrant-receiving countries, especially in the West
ern Hemisphere, this is a very significant number. 
Palestine alone absorbed 95,000 or about 54 per cent 
of these Jewish emigrants from Europe. The United 
States admitted some 55,000, including about 22,000 
Jewish displaced persons, and the British Dominions 
and Latin America received close to 25,000. The 
fourth postwar year coincided with the proclamation 
of the State of Israel, to which the main stream of 
Jewish immigrants continues to flow. 

Postwar Emigration 

Table I estimates the total number of Jewish emi
grants by countries of origin during the period May 
1945-June 1948. 

TAnLE I 
TOTAL JEWISH EMIGRATION MAY 1945-JUNE 1948 

Estimated number 
Country of Origin of emigrants 
Total all countries 175,000 

DP Area 

} Germany 
85,000 Austria 

Italy 

Eastern Europe 
Roumania 

} Poland 
Hungary 60,000 
Czechoslovakia 
Bulgaria 

Western Europe 
France 

} Belgium 
Sweden 10,000 
Switzerland 
England 

Shanghai 20,000 

The figures above refer to overseas emigration only. 
They do not take into account various migratory 
movements of Jews within the European continent, 
except for the refugees from Shanghai, 1,500 of whom 
were repatriated. As of August 31, 9,710 persons had 
left Shanghai, 1,562 of whom were repatriated and 
8,148 emigrated overseas. (For further details on 
emigration from Shanghai, see article on page 65.) 

The 175,000 Jewish emigrants represent only per
haps, one-fourth or one-fifth of the total number of 
Jews desirous of seeking new homes abroad. Never
theless, Jewish emigration during the three year post
war period could never have attained this impressive 
volume were it not for the assistance provided by the 
welfare agencies, primarily by JDC and RIAS. 

JDC Assistance 

Because of the multitude of relief programs con
ducted throughout Europe, JDC was able not only to 
appraise in time the importance of emigration, but 
also to establish and develop a network of operational 
units that accelerated the processing of emigrants and 
assured their departure to new lands. Since May 1946, 
when JDC activities on behalf of Jewish emigrants 
were centralized, the Emigration Department in Paris 
has organized some forty-two offices operating in 
twenty-three countries. In the course of thirty-seven 
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months (May 1945-June 1948) JDC assisted over 
99,000 Jews to emigrate. Table II gives the break
down of the number of emigrants according to the 
year of departure. 

Year 
ToLal 

TABLE II 
JDC-A SISTED EMIGRATION MAY 1945-JuNE 1948 

No. of emigrants assisted 
(in round figures) 

99,!jOO• 
1945 lay-December) 9,000 
1946 27,000 
1947 ,o,ooo 
1948 (January-June) 33,500 

• Includes JDC-assisted emigrants from Europe and Shanghai 
to various overseas countries. 

Estimating that during the same period the total num
ber of Jews who emigrated numbered some 175,000, 
JDC assisted about 57 per cent of all Jews who left 
Europe between May 1945 and June 1948 and HIAS 
assisted 32 per cent. 

The table above, however, deals with the number 
of persons assisted directly by JDC and in cases of 
emigration to Palestine and Israel by JDC in co
operation with the Jewish Agency. Thousands of 
Jewish emigrants who received technical aid and bene
fited from various JDC services were not included in 
the figures shown in Table II. Also, in order to avoid 
duplication the number of persons assisted en route 
to ports of embarkation was omitted. In 1947 the 
assisted departures to European countries en route to 
final destinations totalled 12,800 and during January
June 1948 numbered 7,800. 

Until the proclamation of the State of Israel in May 
1948, the number of JDC-assisted emigrants grew 
slowly. Officially, emigration from Europe was almost 
at a standstill between January 1942 and May 1945. 
Nevertheless, numbers of Jews, assisted by JDC in 
various ways and under the most daring conditions, 
managed to enter Palestine. During the war years, 
Palestine, almost exclusively, continued to receive im
migrants. The majority of the immigrants came there 
from Balkan countries after perilous voyages at sea. 

Upon the cessation of hostilities, the consular ser
vices gradually resumed their activities. Usually the 
consulates were understaffed and little prepared to 
handle emigration problems. In addition, the con
stantly changing immigration regulations, especially 
in Latin American countries, made the consuls very 
cautious in issuing visas. 

It was the task of JDC representatives to follow 
up the processing of prospective immigrants by vari
ous consuls and to render the required legal and other 
aid. 

Sea communications between Europe and the West
ern Hemisphere are far from the normal prewar level. 
Very few boats leave Europe for Latin America, 
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Australia and New Zealand. Information about all 
scheduled departures is gathered in the Transporta
tion Office of JDC European Emigration Headquarters 
and tickets are purchased for JDC-assisted emigrants 
on boats sailing from Italy, France, Belgium, England 
and other European countries. In cases where lack 
of transportation may result in expiration of visas and 
might deprive prospective emigrants of the opportun
ity to emigrate, JDC has often provided air transporta
tion. 

The main destination of JDC-assisted emigration 
can be seen from Table III. 

TABLE III 

Destination 
Total 

Israel 
United States 
Latin America & British Dominions 
Resettlement & various countries 
• Certified immigrants and special 

directly from Europe to Israel. 

Emigration Prospects 

No.of Per-
Assisted cent 
99,500 100.0 
58,600• 58.9 
19,400 19·5 
14,000 14.1 
7,500 7.5 

Jewish Agency cases 

Since June 1948, emigration to Israel has greatly 
expanded. Between May 15 and June 30, some 25,000 
Jews entered the Holy Land. The leading role of 
Israel in the absorption of large numbers of immi
grants was more accentuated during July and August 
of the current year. Of the 19,600 JDC-assisted emi
grants during these two months, 17,200 went to Israel 
and 2,400 to various overseas countries. Thus, JDC 
enabled more than 53,000 persons to emigrate during 
the first eight months of 1948, as compared with 30,000 
assisted during the entire year of 1947. It is expected 
that by the end of the year the number of JDC assisted 
emigrants in 1948, alone, will reach some 100,000. 

Potential Emigrants 
The idea of emigration has appealed to large num

bers of the general population even in such relatively 
"stable" countries as England and the Netherlands. 
For obvious reasons this general trend is even more 
noticeable among the European Jews who were com
pletely uprooted during the war. Since the armistice, 
Eastern European Jewry, which made up some 60 per 
cent of surviving continental Jewry, has been striving 

The JDC Review extends 

to all its readers best wishes 

for a Happy New Year 
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to adjust itself to the new ocial and economic con
ditions prevailing in Hungary, Roumania, Czecho-
lovakia, Bulgaria, etc. The readju tment proce s i 

socially painful. The occupational di tribution of 
Eastern European Jews, in which some 60-70 per c nt 
of the gainfully occupied persons are merchant , mall 
traders and artisans, makes it extremely difficult for 
them to fit into the new economies. lready in 1946 
the Anglo- meri an Commi ion on Palestine found 
during its investigation that the majority of Ea tern 
European Jews preferred to emigrate. 

Another compact group that now number well over 
190,000 still lives in camp and in a few town of 
Germany, Austria and Italy. Since liberation, the e 
Jews have been determined to leave Europe. Emigra
tion has proceeded at a low pace and during the 
three-year period under review, an estimated total of 
85,000 Jewish displaced per ons reached new home 
overseas. 

Assuming that the world political situation does 
not take a turn for the wor e, and the monthly rate of 
emigration to Israel remains at 10,000, it will still 
require a long time before all displaced persons are 
evacuated from Germany, Au tria and Italy. Although 
the displaced persons currently receive first priority, 
certain contingents of Jews living in Ea tern and 
Western Europe merit special consideration, and they 
will be included in the groups entering Israel. Con
sequently, the process of evacuation of displaced per
sons will be prolonged, and the problem of final re
settlement of this group will apparently not be solved 
before 1950. 

However important Israel has become as an im
migrant receiving country, it cannot absorb all po
tential immigrants within the coming year . In addi
tion, there are tens of thousand of Jews in Europe 
who for various rea ons - family ties, economic op
portunities, etc. - prefer other overseas countrie . In 
the files of the European Emigration Headquarters 
are some 90,291 pending visa applications (as of June 
30, 1948) for countries outside of Israel. This figure 
represents a 50 per cent increase over the number of 
visa applications filed with JDC as of June 30, 1947. 
Comparing the data on desired de tinations regi tered 
in June 1947 with that in June 1948, one notes the 
following changes. While in 1947 the United States 
was indicated as the desired country for immigration 
by 50.3 per cent (30,071) of all visa applicants, in 
1948 the number of U. S. visa applications increased 
by more than 22,000 (52,616) and made up 58.3 
per cent of the total pending visas. Another important 
change occurred during the 12-month period in re
spect to applications for re ettlement in European 
countries and various unspecified destinations: in 
1947 the number was 10,715 (17.8) and in 1948 11,-

996 or 13.3 p r cent. !though in 19,1 the absolute 
figure is higher, the ratio indicate a decrease. The 
proce of internal migration and r ettlement of Jew 
in Europe which b gan in 19.16 i definitely on the 
<le line. 

Table IV indi ate the ountry of re idencc and the 
de ir d de, ti nation (oth r than I rael) of the 90,291 
vi a ap1 licant rcgi t red by JDC emigration office . 

L'AIILE lV 
pi; 1)1 C CA i,: · 

UESlllED I) t : ' T l AT ION 
Co1111t ry of I .al in B r itish 
U esidmre U.S. America D o111 i11ions Various Total 
'J otal 52,016 1, ' tl3 (i ,796 i i ,99G 90,291 
Ar ·a ol DP 
Op rations 41 ,861 11 ,730 ,t ,,tfi7 9,205 67,263 

A uslria 2,7<> 1 1,419 1,025 , ,:rn<> 6,601 
(,Cl IIJall ) 30,r-3 1 n,136 2,li3.J 5,977 45,581 
Ital 8,56(j 3,875 808 1,832 15,081 

Eastern Europ • 5,,11 2 4,303 1,41 8 2,260 13,393 
Bulgaria 12 11 I 24 
C1 ·choslc)\ akia 1 ·997 1,52 1 512 289 4,319 
Poland 2,020 1,656 649 721 5,046 
Roumania 1•3 3 1,11 5 257 l , I I 3,936 
Yugoslavia 6 68 

\VcsLc1 n Europ · 5,338 2,827 9o3 525 9,593 
B lgium 2, 175 438 254 220 3,087 
France 'J. ,':J.7 1 2, J 92 562 207 5,232 
Gree e 9 8 9 27 
Luxembourg I I 4 15 

clh rlands 19 73 51 36 358 
Portugal 9 4 13 
wctlcn 479 7 18 36 620 

Swit1erland I 6 29 17 9 241 
0th r 5 23 8 6 42 

As can b ob erved from the table above, three
fourth of the visa applicants reside in Germany, 
Au tria and Italy. In all probability, not all of the 
G7,263 visa appli ant in the displaced persons area 
will emigrate to the desired countries. With the doors 
of I rael widely open and with the accelerated emigra
tion, many of the displaced Jew registered for other 
overseas lands will eventually sail for Israel. An esti
mated 30,000 displaced Jews, who for personal reasons, 
primarily motivated by the desire to reunite with their 
families in the United States, Latin America and else
where, will patiently await an opportunity to reach 
the preferred destination. 

The 13,393 visa applicants in Eastern Europe and 
the additional 9,593 in Western European countries 
are faced with the problem of restrictive regulation 
and quota numbers. Liberalized immigration laws in 
overseas countries would speed up their departure, 
otherwi e they will have to wait from two to three 
years before they can emigrate. It is believed that by 
the end of 1948 JDC will have a isted ome 20,000 
persons to emigrate to countries other than Israel. 
From the end of the war in Europe to the end of 
eptember 1948, JDC ha pent 18,382,000 for emi

gration purposes. 



JDC ACTIVITIES IN MOSLEM COUNTRIES 
The partition of Palestine and the May 15 pro

clamation of the state of Israel have naturally attrac
ted the attention of the Jewish world to the situation 
of the Jewish minorities in the Moslem areas. In fact, 
as a result of the strong anti-Zionist and anti-Jewish 
position taken by a number of Islamic countries, the 
900,000-1,000,000 Jews living in this area have seen 
their situation steadily deteriorating, and quite re
cently pogroms in Aleppo, Aden, Tripoli and Morocco 
have dramatically put before the responsible American 
and European Jewish agencies the problem of their 
brethren in the Levant. 

In terms of the JDC program, the situation of the 
Jews in Moslem countries introduced a relatively new 
factor in JDC's manifold and widespread activities, 
adding to its responsibilities an element which, if 
difficult to evaluate now, is nevertheless already emerg
ing as a substantial component in the JDC financial 
burden. Although in many Moslem countries the 
position of the Jews has been precarious for some 
time, JDC activities, which by their very character, 
were, in the main, directed toward assistance in emer
gency situations were mainly concentrated in Europe, 
Cyprus and Palestine. Aid given in Asia and Africa 
was limited to special projects. It was only in cases 
where an emergency arose that JDC initiated broader 
operations, such as in providing for the victims of 
anti-Jewish riots in Aden, Tripoli and recently in 
Morocco. In the course of 194 7 and 1948, although 
still limited in scope, the JDC program in the Moslem 
countries increased considerably and judging by the 
political developments, it may encompass in the near 
future even larger and more substantial areas. 

Emergency Aid 

On January 27, 1948, JDC appropriated an emer
gency grant of $10,000 for assistance to Jews in Aleppo, 
who had sustained great losses during the pogrom 
and were in need of funds to rebuild their schools and 
synagogues and to provide emergency assistance. Re
cently another $10,000 grant was made for Jews in 
Syria. In l\Iarch 1948, following a firsthand report by 
Mr. Harry Viteles on his visit to Aden, substantial 
JDC appropriations were made for housing, clothing 
and educational equipment for the Aden community 
and for the Yemenite refugees. In June 1948, a spe
cial 75,000 one-time grant, over and above the regular 
appropriation, was made to meet the emergency needs 
in Morocco and Tripoli where riots resulted in great 
physical and material losses to the Jewish population. 

Particular mention should be made of the situation 

of the Jews in Tripolitania, where 18,000 Jews out of 
a total Jewish population of 30,000 are receiving cash 
grants from JDC. In addition JDC has been support
ing a number of child care and medical projects. 

Aden Program 

The welfare program in Aden was initiated during 
the war. In cooperation with the Jewish Agency, JDC 
brought aid to Yemenite refugees, who were stranded 
in Aden on the road to Palestine from Yemen. To 
accommodate the Yemenite Jews, JDC financed the 
establishment and the maintenance of the Rashid 
camp. In addition JDC medical personnel conducted 
two clinics with infirmaries in Aden and Sheikh
Othman, and a hospital within the camp. Following 
the anti-Jewish riots in December 1947, JDC develop
ed in Aden a program of emergency aid including 
supplementary food, medical assistance, housing, sup
port of educational institutions and rehabilitation 
loan activities for local Jews. At the end of July 1948, 

3,900 Jewish Yemenite refugees, representing 800 

families and including 700 orphans were receiving 
JDC assistance. At this writing JDC is engaged in an 
emergency operation involving the evacuation by air 
from Aden to Israel of 2,000 Yemenite refugees of 
non-military age. 

Education and Child Care 

For some years JDC has been making grants to the 
Alliance Israelite Universelle which is conducting a 
network of schools throughout the Near East and 
North Africa, and recently $200,000 was appropriated 
for its work in Moslem areas. At the beginning of 
1948 nearly 47,000 children were attending the 116 

schools maintained by this organization in a dozen 
countries. Ozar-Hatorah, an organization for religious 
education operating in North Africa and the Near 
East, also receives regular grants from JDC for its 
educational and religious work in Iran. 

The needs of Jewish children, living in the over
crowded ghettos, were always considered as a first 
priority in JDC work in this area. This year nearly 
3,000 children benefited from the JDC supported 
summer colonies in North Africa. In Morocco, includ
ing Tangiers, 1,300 children were given vacations in 
four camps located at Mazagan, Sale, Sefron, and 
Casablanca. About 1,000 children in Tripoli were 
sent to a summer camp in Colonia Marina and 600 

Jewish children from Tunis vacationed in camps by 
the sea and in the Kroumirie mountains. 

(Continued on page 65) 



PROGRAM IN SHANGHAI 
Of the 15,000 Jewish refugees who were in hang

hai at the end of the war, nearly two-thirds have been 
able to leave. But in view of the present immigration 
restrictions in all parts of the world, the outlook for 
the early departure of the remaining one-third i not 
encouraging. 

According to a report by Adolph C. Glas gold, JDC 
director in Shanghai, from the beginning of the emi
gration program in March 1946 through June 30, 1948, 
7,976 persons left the city to be resettled and 1,556 
were repatriated. In all, 9,532 persons were able to 
depart, and as of June 1948, there were still 5,342 
Jewish refugees in Shanghai. (In July and August 
additional 178 persons left). In terms of U.S. immi
gration laws, the largest groups among those who re
mained as of June 30, 1,749 persons, or 32.74 per cent, 
were on the Polish quota which is very heavily sub
scribed to. Next in order are the German and Au tri
an groups with 1,472 and 1,391 persons respectively. 

Seventy-two per cent of those who emigrated from 
Shanghai, (5,762 person ) went to the United States 
and the next largest group, 969 persons or 12 per cent, 
went to Australia. On the whole, the immigrants to 
America entered on the German quota which is com-

(Continued from page 64) 
The regular JDC welfare program in orth Africa 

in the summer of 1948 i ummarized in the following 
table. 

O. OF B EN EFICIARIE 

Fren ch Tripoli-
Algeria Morocco T angiers tania Tunis 

Type of Assistance 
Cash relief (settled 

population) 40 
Cash relief (transients) 
Reception centers 
Home for aged 
Child Care 

Homes 
Day nur eries 
Vacation colonie 
Preventorium 
Other 

Canteens or feeding centers 
Infants 
ORT students 40 
Other ch ildrcn 

Medical Care 
Dispensaries 500 
Trachoma program 
At home 
Other 400 

Vocational Training 
Agricultural 26 
Other 15 

Cash aid to students 20 
General & professional 

education 250 

49 18,370 
171 215 

16 150 6o 
75 

12 
300 102 180 

1,300 1,000 600 
20 

2,000 500 

500 

1,000 920 1,890 1,200 

1,200 

70 
200 

600 
76 1,020 

100 

parativcly large in relation to the demand on it. The 
immigration po ibiliti s to the Unit d tatc and 
Australia, therefore, supply a sort of index to the 
po ibilitics for the future movement of the refugee, 
from the area. Those on the German quota can till 
expect to move at some time in the future although 
it may be expected that the rate of mov ment will be 
slower than in the past. Although Au tralia expects 
to admit 70,000 immigrants this year, the number o( 
J ws who will be accepted is till problematical. The 

u tralian government has laid down various immi
grations r gulations, e.g., on age, occupation and na
tional origin, which may have a restri live eCiect on 
the number of Jew who will be admitted. 

One of the major a tiviti s whi h JDC may have to 
undertake in the immediate futur is the introduction 
of w rk projects to ombat the d teriorating morale 
o( tho. e who will be remaining in hanghai for ome 
time to come. It must be remembered that it is now 
nine years that the e refugee have been in Shanghai 
living, as it were, between heaven and earth. As the 
size of the refugee olony deer a e the pportumtles 
for carrying on small bu inc · es - taking in one 
another's washing as it were - have al o diminished, 
and job with the Ameri an Army or in the busines 
hou es in hanghai are at a minimum. 

The projected work and retraining program will be 
directed at able-bodied people between the ages of 
18 and 50. It is expected that, ,in conjunction with 
ORT, JDC will offer courses in about 20 cra(ts or 
technical trades and that about GOO persons will bene
fit from this instruction in the first six months. Al
though there will be problems conne ted with secur
ing the ne essary machines and raw materials, JDC 
Shanghai propo es to set up workshops for the trainees 
who have completed their courses. The products will 
probably be absorbed by the community. More im
portant, perhaps, than the actual production is the 
incalculable effect that such a project will have in 
buoying up the morale of people who have endured 
enforced idleness for too many years. 

At the same time, JDC has been carrying on its 
regular welfare program. One of the major problems 
in this connection has been that of housing. Because 
of the complicated circumstances surrounding the e
curing of living quarters in Shanghai, JDC has found 
itself in the position of landlord. As of June 30, 1948, 
2,102 persons were living in quarters provided or paid 
for by JDC. Of these, 1,8 t 2 persons were living in 
133 houses and 2 camps, and 96 persons were residents 
of the old age home, called "Joint House." Almost 

(Continued on page 68) 



---------------JDC Arou 

The following are extracts from the 
report for the summer months pre
sented by Moses A. Leavitt, Executive 
Vice-Chairman of the JDC, at the 
September meeting of the JDC Exec
utive Committee. 

DP COUNTRIES 

Germany 

Details are now available on the 
evacuation of 5,500 displaced persons 
from camps in Berlin which took 
place during the month of July partly 
as a result of the difficulty of bringing 
supplies into that city. A gigantic 
operation was organized whereby the 
Jews were flown out of Berlin and 
brought to Frankfurt where they were 
dispersed by rail as rapidly as poss
ible according to a pre-arranged plan 
to camps throughout the zone. JDC 
was active both in assisting the DP 
to leave Berlin and in working with 
PCIRO at Frankfurt in transferring 
people and baggage from planes to 
trains and ironing out countless per
sonal difficulties which arose in the 
course of the operation. 

Each of the trains carrying the 
evacuees to the camps was escorted by 
one or more of our staff members. 
JDC also provided supplementary 
milk supplies for infants when IRO 
supplies ran out. It is interesting to 
note that the entire transfer was 
completed in eight days in a surpris
ingly orderly fashion. 

As a result of the currency reform 
in the American zone of Germany, 
increased requests have come in for 
relief, particularly monetary assist
ance. Those Jews who are not under 
IRO care and maintenance, such as 
those living independently outside of 
camps in the towns, have been espe
cially hard hit. 

The number of JDC-sponsored 
workshops in operation in the Amer
ican zone has increased from 72 at the 
end of June to 88 in August. The 

new shops are engaged in shoemak
ing, knitting and saddlery, the latter 
mainly making rucksacks for emi
grants to Israel. 

The mass health examination pro
gram has been accelerated in the past 
months. More than 22,000 persons 
have received general examinations 
and an additional 24,000 have been 
given X-ray examinations and blood 
tests, preparatory to a final examina
tion which is now under way. Two 
mobile units are being used in each 
district in addition to the equipment 
available in each installation. Early 
reports indicate that 60 per cent of 
those examined require some dental 
care and that eyeglasses and pros
thetic appliances arc needed by many. 

During the summer JDC assisted in 
the maintenance of eight camps 
for children at which approximately 
5,000 youngsters en joyed vacations of 
one to three weeks. Additional food 
rations were made available to the 
amps as well as a complete stock of 

recreational equipment. 

Italy 

The Italian scene has been charac
terized by the closing and consolida
tion of camps and hachsharoth. In 
the past months eleven hachsharoth 
with some 900 residents were closed 
in an agreement with the representa
tive organization of the displaced 
Jews in Italy. A few additional instal
lations are expected to be closed this 
month. 

Two hachsharoth with a capacity 
of 400 have been set aside as staging 
areas for those going to Israel. JDC 
staff members have been attached to 
operate these in tallations because 
the rapid turnover makes it imposs
ible for the residents to carry on the 
maintenance functions, as is ordinari
ly the case. A new development in 
Italy has been the arrival in the coun
try of transients from Turkey and 
North Africa. 
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EASTERN EUROPE 

Czechoslovakia 
For some time, the Council of Jew

ish Communities in the Czechlands 
has been negotiating with the govern
ment in the matter of Theresienstadt 
funds, which consist of the confisca
ted fortunes of Jews who died in the 
Theresienstadt camp under the occu
pation without leaving heirs. The of
ficial government position is that 
under the present social set up there 
is no reason for special treatment to 
be accorded to Jews with re pect to 
the funds which have been confiscated 
or sequestrated. The new executive 
of the Czech Council of Jewish Com
munities shares the government view 
that repayment of the Theresienstadt 
fund consisting of blocked accounts 
of former kronen enjoys no priority 
over the rest of the blocked kronen 
accounts totalling several billions. 
The government will continue to give 
the community a small subvention 
from these funds, apparently not as 
an obligation, but out of the desire 
to cooperate with the Council to 
cover its administrative expenses. At 
present, the sum to be paid amounts 
to 1,300,000 kronen monthly. The 
Council has indicated dissatisfaction 
with the sum and negotiations with 
the government are expected to be 
resumed shortly. 

The restitution of heirless Jewish 
property will probably be stopped be
cause the major purposes for which 
the community could use these funds 
have been assumed by the govern
ment through nationalization of 
health institutions, support of relig
ious education, and maintenance of 
religious funtionaries. 

A recent serious anti-Semitic out
break in Bratislava renewed some rest
lessness among the Jewish population 
and increased the desire for emigra
tion. Although the government has 
assured JDC representatives that prop
er protection will be given to Jew-
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ish ommunity member and to 
Jewish property, the mcmb rs o( the 
Jewish community are still f ar(ul 
that there will be further outbreaks. 
Even though the pres o( Brati lava 
has launched violent atta k again t 
the perpetrator o( the in i<lent , the 
rcstles nes • ontinue •. JDC repre 'llt
atives in the city are in con tant on
tact with the government officials and 
are keeping a watchful eye on trends. 
In the course of the rioting, con ider
able damage was done to the Jewi ·h 
hospital which is subventioned by 
JDC. Restitution has been promised 
by the government. 

BulCJaria 
A recent report from Bulgaria indi 

cates that JDC decreased it grant to 
the Jewish communities in Bulgaria 
by 60 million leva for the period 
January-June 1948, as compared with 
the July-December 1947 period. JDC 
contributions to ofia and the other 
communities have been reduced by 50 
per cent during the second quarter o( 
the year and it is apparent that JDC 
will be able to withdraw completely 
its assistance from the communities 
for their general welfare and cultural 
activities. 

WESTERN EUROPE 
France 

About two years ago, the Con eil 
d'Intre Oeuvre was formed by about 
20 French Jewish communities to o
ordinate the proce sing of French 
visas for Jews principally in Poland 
and Germany desiring to emigrate. At 
the present time, the ituation ha. 
changed somewhat - there i little 
Jewi h emigration from Poland and 
the increased possibility of entering 
Israel has also drawn off a number 
of possible immigrants. The Con eil, 
therefore, has fulfilled, to a large 
degree, the purpose for whi h it wa 
organized. Very shortly JDC will dis
continue its grants to the Conseil. 

Another change in the French pro-

gram one rn th ar o( the tran • 
i nt ·c hiva tud nts in the ountr . 
Som 1,1 no attached to various groups 

b en assist d until now through 
:OJ , OR, a major lo al reli ( ag n

c . • inc th s ' group hav p cial 
r quir m nl , th fa iliti and r
vtc provided for th m cost more 
than tho e provided for other trans
i nts. Thi. d uble tandard has on
siclerabl complicated the work of 
,0 J , OR. The e group will b 

placed uncl r the dir t car of th 
JD Offi e f r Fran e for the present. 

DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES 

Emigration 

During the fir t six month of 191H 
JDC assi<:,tcd in the 1 ttl mcnt ol 
'.t3, 161 p rson . JD Europ an Emi
gration II adq uartcr :i i t d 1 >,6G 1 

per ons o( wh m 50 per cet.t went to 
Palcstin , 17 per cnt to uth mcr
i a, almost 17 per ent to the nited 
tat and 6 per cent to u tralia, 
cw Z aland, Canada, fri a and 

Asia. The r maining 10 per cnt 
were r ettlcd in • urope. JDC al o 
paid the migration o ·t for 15,000 

per on who wer moved to Pal tine 
luring the fir t six months o( thi 

year by the Jewish Ag n y. omc 
1, oo J w in Shanghai were aided by 
JDC to depart for new homes; 84 per 
cent of thi group went to the nited 

tates. The table b low pre ents a 
breakdown of the departure of the 
total number of per ons a isted hy 
JDC in the six month period. 

Countries of 
Resettlement 

Unit d tates 
Pal tine 
outh and ntral America 

Au tralia and ew Zealand 
Canada 
Africa and Asia 
Europe for Repatriation and 

Re cttlcment 

TOTAL 

B JDC hanghai 
B Jewi h Agency ( JD paid 

emigration o t ) 

GRAD TOTAL 

o. of 
Persons 

2,781 
8,367 
2, 0 

536 
267 
146 

1,756 

16,661 

1,800 

15,000 

lthough om pr liminar mach
in ry ha h en set up and dir ctive 
have b ·n i ·sued to implement the 
n ·w DP Jm1nigration At, th haos 
er at d during th fir. t f w m nths 
after its cnactm ' llt when th' Truman 
Dir 'ctiYc facilitating DP immigration 
wa-; no long· r op rati , has r ulted 
in a gen ral diminution in th num
ber o( visas i su d by m rican on
su lat s outside of DP countries. In 
Ct. cho lovakia, for xamplc, p nd
ing clarifi ation of the DP Jcgi. lation 
th Con. ul held in ab yan .e 200 vi a 
allo ations. In th meantime some 
progress has be n mad ' toward get
ting the new program under way in 
,rrman and it i hop d that a group 

will he ready for departure early in 
O, tob r. It i very likely that first 
ronsicl ration will be given to those 
ca cs which were already proce ed 
wh n the Truman Dir tive was ter
minated. 

Supplies 
During August, 3,717,251 pound 

o( pur hascd and contribut cl up
pli' valued at 727,812 w re sent 
abroad by JDC. This bring total 
JDC shipm ·nts ·ince the beginning 
of they ar to 17,G4G,168 pound. Pur
cha eel goods ompri ed 39,350,819 
pounds and O material made up 
the balan e of ,295,319 pound . The 
value of the ommo<lities shipped 
abroad from the nited States in the 
fir t eight months of 1 g 18 i 10,-
380,583. 

special SOS rampaign for layette 
has result •cl in over 13,000 to date. 

CooperatinCJ Or(Janizations 
Two ampaigns have been launched 

on behalf of JDC in the pa t few 
week in Brazil. One in Rio de Ja
n iro with a goal of 150,000 wa 
inaugurated on August 15. In Sao 
Paulo a campaign for 150,000 wa 
opened on September 1. JDC will 
receive 70 per cent of the funds rai ed 
in the Sao Paulo campaign. 



PROGRAM IN SHANGHAI 
(Continued from page 65) 

all residents of the home participate in the household 
duties, thereby diminishing the number of personnel 
needed to maintain the institution. 

Cash Relief 
As a result of the continually deteriorating eco

nomic situcrtion in Shanghai, the emigration of a large 
number of persons has not been reflected proportion
ally in a decrease in the number of persons on relief 
rolls. The dizzying inflation proceeds so rapidly that 
wages cannot keep pace with prices. At the beginning 
of July 1948, JDC was providing full support to 2,708 
persons. It is expected that with the review of a 
number of cases that the relief load will be reduced 
in the coming months. 

Medical Aid 
Although the hospital was threatened with eviction, 

JDC was able to retain the major portion of the 
quarters and the hospital is continuing to function. 
While the number of beds was reduced from 112 to 
86, no services have been curtailed. The hospital 
maintains the following departments: pharmacy, 
laboratory, dental, outpatient, electro-therapy, ma
ternity and surgical. It also has a ward for patients 
with chronic ailments with a 40-bed capacity. In June 
1948, 1,043 out-patients received 6,766 treatments; the 
dental department had 260 patients, and the pharmacy 
filled 5,026 prescriptions. On June 30, there were 73 
patients in the hospital. At the same time, JDC was 
caring for 20 patients in a mental hospital. 

Educational and Cultural Activities 
At the end of this semester, there were 247 children 

in school, including 63 in kindergartens. In June, the 

entire school age population was very small with only 
399 children below the age of 16. The freeing of 
classrooms as a result of the departure of many of the 
children has made possible an increase in courses. 
Under the supervision of ORT, classes in woodwork
ing, home economics and nursery training have been 
introduced. 

The nursery which was recently refurbished by JDC 
had an attendance of 28 at the end of June. Members 
of the community have donated over $600 for the con
tinuation of this project. 

Despite the emigration, the community center re
mains one of the most popular features of social life 
in Shanghai. The center offers a wide range of acti
vities including concerts, movies, sports, lectures and 
classes in English. There is a steady membership of 
200 at the center. During the summer months, the 
center sponsored a day camp which conducted recrea
tional activities, singing and dancing during the 
mornings for about 150 enrolled children. Once a 
week the group was taken on an excursion. 

Cooperation with IRO 
JDC has been working closely with IRO in China 

which has been contributing funds and supplies to the 
various aspects of the JDC welfare program. Recently 
IRO assumed the cost of operation of the food and 
clothing warehouses as well as the related tasks of dis
tribution, inventory, etc. This represents a saving to 
JDC of approximately $2,300 a month. IRO also 
contributes to the JDC housing program by allocating 
to JDC 37 cents per month for each person on JDC 
housing rolls. In the field of medical care, IRO re
imburses JDC for actual expenditures for medicines 
up to a maximum of 20 cents per month per person 
and contributes toward the hospital rental and 
fuel costs. IRO has also aided JDC in carrying out a 
mass X-ray checkup. 

RECONSTRUCTION AND RELIEF IN POLAND 
The most significant development in Jewish life 

in Poland, reflecting the new economic pattern of the 
country, is the growth of the producers' cooperatives. 

Starting from the liberation, the Jewish artisans and 
workers, little by little, created a network of co
operatives, which played an important role in the 
process of the economic integration of the Jewish 
community in Poland. 

The gradual increase in the number of the Jewish 
producen' cooperatives may be observed from the 
following figures: 
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January 1, 1946 13 
July 1, 1946 56 
January 1, 1947 124 
July 1, 1947 178 

At the end of 1947 JDC supported some 200 Jewish 
producers' cooperatives, employing some 5,500 persons. 
Available data for 194 cooperatives indicate that of 
the 5,276 persons occupied in these enterprises 3,867 
were members and 1,409 were administrative and com
mercial employe~s and non-member • workers. The 
following table shows the occupational distribution 
of the 194 cooperatives. 



Type of cooperative 
Tailoring 
Leather goods and shoemaking 
Carpentry 
Metal working 
Barbering and other service 
Food 
Chemical, soap 
Knitting 
Cotton brush making 
Agricultural 
Weaving 
Printing, publishing 

Total 

Number 
59 
36 
22 
15 
13 
12 
11 
10 

7 
4 
3 
2 

194 

Ninety-three of the ooperatives were located in Lower 
Silesia, 79 in the central districts and 2 2 in the 
Szczecin district. 

The JDC-supported Bank for Rehabilitation pro
vided about two-thirds of the 170 million zloty capi
tal of the cooperatives, the remainder coming from 
share subscriptions and donations from landsman
schaften. During the first nine months o( 1947, the 
total value of the output of these cooperatives amount
ed to 1,196,000,000 zlotys. The JDC Reconstruction 
Committee has urged the cooperatives to establish 
reserve funds with which to repay JDC advances. (See 
JDC REVIEW, Vol. III, No. 30-31.) The earnings of 
the members vary from cooperative to cooperative. 
The members of the shoemaking and leather goods 
cooperatives were earning on the average of 15-25,000 

zlotys monthly, members of the cloLhing cooperaLives 
9-16,000 zlotys monthly, and members of metal and 
woodworking cooperatives 8-12,000 zlotys per month. 
The goods made by producers' cooperatives are sold 
partly by the cooperatives and partly through the 
stores of the central cooperative organization - the 
Economic Center. Many of the cooperatives are also 
working for the government. 

Economic Center 
The Economic Center (Solidarnosc) serves as a co-

ordinating agency for the producers' cooperatives. 
It supplies them with raw material and serves as an 
outlet for their production. At the end of 1947 it 
was reported that 155 cooperatives were members of 
the Economic Center. During 1947, the Economic 
Center placed orders with the cooperatives for about 
405,000,000 zlotys in goods, which greatly helped the 
progress of the cooperatives. The Economic Center 
maintained 24 stores, 17 of which were located in 
Lower Silesia and in the Katowice region. During 
1947 about 1,200,000,000 zlotys worth of goods were 
sold through the various stores of the Economic 
Center; 65 per cent of the sales were in clothing and 
undergarments. JDC placed a capital of over 100,-

000,000 zlotys at the disposal of the Economic Center. 

Jewish Bank for Rehabilitation 
The Bank for Rehabilitation (Bank dla Producty-

wizacyi Zydow) is operated centrally from Warsaw. 
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Loans for the entire ountry are is ued through of
fice in six dis tri t . As of the end of 1 917, JDC loans 
to the Bank amount d to 153,5 00,000 zlotys. In addi
tion, tool and ma hine with a total value of about 
15 ,000,000 zlotys were turned over to the Bank to 
me t the needs of the ooperative and individual 
arti an . The JDC loan to the Bank are to be re
paid within twenty years beginning January 1, 19!P · 
The Poli h government has granted the Bank a 
medium term loan of about 60,000,000 zlotys. In 
addition, the Bank had at its di po al 5,316,000 zlotys 
in share apital subs ribed by the membership which 
on i L of !?01 coop rative and 3,576 individual 

member . The regulation provide for pro-rata share 
ub riptions by all borrow r <l pending on the size 

of the loan. Sin e its in eption in 1945, the Bank 
ha is ued 307,,106,000 zlotys worth of loan , of which 
214,000,000 zlotys worth was granted in 1947. Included 
among the recipients of these loans were ome 200 

Jewish familie who are engaged in agri ullure in the 
'zczecin and Lower Sile ia areas. 

Nor is JDC' role limited to that of a contributor. 
ccording to an agreement with the Bank, JDC ha 

full ontrol right over the Bank, and a JDC repre-
entative take part in all meetings of the in titution. 

The consent of the JDC repre entative is required for 
loans exceeding 1,000,000 zlotys and for the extension 
of due dates for loans ov r 2,000,000 zlotys. The 
Bank has filed guarantee promi ory notes with JDC 
and in accordan e with the above mentioned agree
ment the entire portfolio of the Bank's promissory 
note serve a a guarantee of the JDC loan . 

Welfare Pro9ram 
During 1947, a number of changes took place in 

Poland so that it has become possible to revise the 
JDC program in a cordance with the needs of the 
community and in the light of the improvement of 
its economic condition. Certain weaker institutions 
and those established for emergency purposes were 
closed, while other agencies serving more permanent 
needs were strengthened. Several agencies were con
solidated and their programs re-evaluated; as a result, 
their expenditures and administrative expenses were 
reduced considerably. According to recent reports of 
Willian Bein, JDC Director in Poland, at the end 
of 1947, the agencies associated with the Central 
Jewish Committee were employing goo persons or 
about one-fourth of the personnel in service in 1946; 

this number was soon to be further reduced to 400. 

Other steps have been taken in line with these 
consolidation and economy measures. Canteens are 
being reorganized as employees' or cooperative re tau
rants. Children with one or both parents living are 
gradually being removed from the children's home . 



Energetic steps have al o been taken by JDC in order 
to stimulate lo al fund-raising and to induce the 
members of the community, cooperative , and various 
local bodies to contribute toward the maintenance of 
Jewish institutions. 

Although the JDC continued to cover pra tically 
every field of Jewish ommunal activitie , in compari
son with 1946 the number of per on a i ted de
creased considerably in certain categories, and some 
operations, like tho e for repatriate , have been com
pletely closed. 

Institutional Aid 
During 1947, among other in titution , the JDC 

upported 112 general and profe ional educational 
in titution , go boarding home, 13 reception c nters, 
10 old age home , G re t homes and 33 children home . 
The JDC-supported O E-TOZ, the Central Commit
tee of Polish Jew , the Religious Congregation and a 
number of other major agencie conducted wide-
pread programs in various fields (see JDC REVIEW, 

Vol. IV, o. 1 and JDC tatistical Abstract o. 2). 

A part of a pecial program, 6,380 children enjoyed 
the b nefit of variou summer colony project . The 
JDC parti ipated in thi program not only with 
financial grant but with large supplies of food, wear
ing apparel and other equipment. 

During 1947 the subsidized organizations received 
about 2,000 tons of food supplie from JDC. One
half of the food supplies was compo ed of such 
staples as cereals, flour, meat and fish. In addition, 
728 ewing machine and 142 cases of tool were 
di tributed through the various agencies. 

Summer Colonies 
In 194 , JDC made a special appropriation of 200, -

000 for the operati n of ummer colonies for children 
in nine European ountrie . The number of children 
assisted by thi program i shown below ac ording 
to country. 

Country 

Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Czecho lovakia 
Hungary 
Italy 
Poland 
Roumania 
Yugo lavia 

forAL 

o. Assisted 
350 
500 
ouu 

3,000 
55° 

4,700 
3,200 

600 

13,500 

Figures for Greece, which was al o in
cluded in the program, are not available. 

In addition, about 5-6,000 children in Germany and 
about 1, oo hil<lren in orth frica were bene-
fi iarie of lo al ummer va ation program . 

JDC Activities on Behalf of Non-Jews 
Although not very extensive, certain relief opera

tions were undertaken by JDC on behalf of needy 
non-Jew who had rendered important service to Jews 
during the occupation. \Nith the participation of the 
JDC reprc entative, a spe ial sub-committee of the 
Central Committee was set up which gave assistance 
to the extent of 2,600,000 zlotys in ca h, ten sewing 
machines, fifteen loans, and medical aid, as well as 
Christmas and Ea ter food and clothing packages. 
During 1947, 68 non-Jewish institutions, including 
children's home and monasteries which cared for 
Jewi h child1en during the o cupation, received some 
34 tons of food supplies. During the flood in the 
spring of la t year, JDC i ued to the Emergency Com
mittee helping the victims of that disaster 500 blankets 
and 17 tons of food, while 100 Polish children were 
given food and shelter in Jewi h children's homes. 
Su h measures are considered both by the Polish Jews 
and the government as extremely helpful in maintain
ing good relations between the Jewish and non-Jewish 
population. 

Report already available for 1948, point t; a con
tinuing trend in the direction of social tabilization 
and impro ement in the general condition of the 
Polish Jewi h community. The e developments made 
pos ible a progressive decrease in JDC direct assistance 
and the concentration of its efforts in the fields of 
economic reconstruction and social rehabilitation. 
There are also some indications of increasing local 
finan ial participation in the Jewish welfare program. 

The JDC 1948 program in Poland will be ana1)!ed 
in one of the next issues of the REvrnw. 

On the whole, the children selected to go to the 
summer amp came from families receiving cash 
relief. The need for m dical care was another cri
terion of selection. 

In several countries, the International Children's 
Emergen y Fund, the government, or the local Jewish 
community contributed to the project. In Greece, 
the plan for establi hing a summer colony in the 
country had to be given up be au e of the fighting. 
In t ad, day care fa ilities were to ha e been estab
li heel for hildren in thens and Salonika. In Italy, 
the hildrcn sent on summer acations were to have 
been drawn mainly from the DP camps rather than 
the hil<lren's homes, hachsharoth or towns. The 
Italian Jewi h community ha made two camps avail
able and the government is contributing to mainten
an e o t . a re ult of the p ial arrangement with 
the I • F in Bulgaria, JDC had additional milk on 
hand for appro imately 4,000 pre- chool children who 
were not going to attend amp in the summer month . 

' ,, 



BOOK NOTES 

MALADIE DE FA 1INE. Recherches Cliniques Sur 
La Famine Executees Dans Le Ghetto De Varsovie 
En 1942. Editorial Committee: Dawid Guzik -
Director of JDC, Prof. Juliusz Zweibaum, 1arek 
Kenigstein, M.D., Jonas Turkow, Jo ef Chain, 
M.D., Dr. Josef Sack, Dr. Leon Pockier. Chief 
Editor: Emil Apfelbaum, M.D. Ameri an Joint 
Distribution Committee. Warsaw 1946. Pp. 264. 

This volume of medical research is a collection of 
studies on the influence of famine on the human or
ganism. The idea of this work was born as early as 
November 1941, among Jewish physicians who were 
themselves prisoners in the Warsaw ghetto. It was at a 
time when starvation was imposed by the Germans as 
the first phase of their plan of wholesale extermina
tion of the Jews. The research was done under the 
most unusual circumstances. In fact, the twenty-two 
Jewish physicians who participated in this project 
performed their work in the Warsaw ghetto in the 
trying days of 1942, whe~e they were at the same time 
victims and observers. 

A number of studies were not finished or disap
peared with the death of the writers. The physicians 
who undertook this study and directed the research, 
their collaborators and assistants, have pensnect m 
the ruins of the ghetto. Dr. Emil Apfelbaum, one of 
the original initiators of the project and chief editor 
of the volume, survived the extermination and died 
after the liberation on January 12, 1946. 

The volume contains six contributions on variou 
aspects of starvation with studies on the pathol
ogy of starvation, clinical research on hunger among 
children, and its influence on blood circulation, in 
addition to a historical note describing the beginning 
of the project and some biographical material. A 
scientific research study, the volume is written in an 
objective way, without any unwarranted reference to 
the conditions under which it was performed. Because 
of this almost superhuman quality, the volume stands 
out as a powerful indictment of the Germans whose 
evil genius made this terrible experience possible. 

HET VERDVENEN GHETTO [The Vanished 
Ghetto]. By J. Meijer. Joachimsthal's Boek
handel, N.V. Amsterdam. 1948. Pp. 159. 

This book consists of a series of articles originally 
published in the Dutch Jewish newspaper, Nieuw 
lsraelitisch Weekblad. As the subtitle, "Walks through 
the Amsterdam Jewish Section," indicates, each chap
ter covers a different part of that very characteristic 
part of Amsterdam. For readers not thoroughly ac
quainted with the Dutch capitol, Dr. Meijer's book 

is of limited interest because it is devoted to recreat
ing the intimate atmosphere and i full of minute 
description of a great many house and their former 
residents. The reader, howe er, who knew this part 
of the city and many of its inhabitants before the 
German occupation, will follow Dr. Meijer's steps 
with great interest and with deep melan holy because 
so little remains of what was once such a flourishing 
colorful neighborhood. The study was conceived in 
Bergen-Belsen, where Dr. feijcr tried to as uage the 
nostalgia of hi fellow prisoners for Holland by taking 
imaginary walks with them through the narrow streets 
of the old Jewish districts of Am terdam. For those 
who wish to deepen their knowledge of Jewish life in 
Western Europe, this book will be an important source 
of information. The text of the book is illustrated by 
many photographs. 

Three Years of Supplies 

In vi w of the ontinuing s ar ity of consumer 
goods in Europe, JDC pro eeded throughout 1948 
to a quire hug·e quantities of supplies, including food, 
clothing, machinery, medicine, ct . During the first 
eight month of 1948 JDC shipped from the United 
States alone to European countries 47,646,168 pounds 
of variou ommodities. 

In addition to the supplies purchased and shipped 
from USA, JDC conducts a centralized purchasing 
program in Europe. In 194 7 and during the first eight 
months of 1948 goods purchased through the JDC 
European supply department in Paris amounted to 
about 20 per cent of the supplies obtained in U.S. 
This doe not include, however, agricultural produce 
purchased locally by JDC offices. 

The magnitude of the JDC assistance-in-kind pro
gram, inaugurated soon after VE day, can be seen 
from the following table. It is estimated that from 
January 1, 1946 to August 31, 1948 JDC has purchased 
and distributed some 220,000,000 pounds of various 
commodities. The table below indicates that from the 
U.S. alone JDC shipped over this period of 32 months 
156,878,406 pounds of supplies using over goo ships. 
In addition, from January 1 to August 31, 1948, 65 
airplanes carrying penicillin, sulfa drugs, and strepto
mycin for emergency supplies were used by JDC. 

Year 
Total 

1946 
1947 

JDC Shipments of Supplies 

(January 1, 1946 - August 31, 1948) 

Pounds 
156,878,4o6 

1948 (Jan. 1- Aug. 31) 

24,183,111 
85,049,127 
47,646,168 

No. of Boat 
Sailings 

912 
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kmmlber 8 • 1948 

American Joint Distribution Ccadttee 
270 lled:i eon Avenaa 
Bew York• ._ Yark 

Gent.lenen1 

tb:ler date or Hcmaber 2nd, I receiftd a latter b-aa 
the ncaanttee ~ the Forgotten ?IJJJ1aa. Inc.• which 
1a "dedicated tot.be Relie!' and Education or t.he • 

ll1ons J- 1n Berth Africa, ,._...fl' ... and V1ddle EAIN'. 

I should be most o-at.tui tar mv intama~on 1lb1ch 
70U can gin • oonceming this gr-oup. I bel.itm, the 
JOO operates in la-t.h Africa. am I ma mi riDI 
wbetber the i'lmction ot this group lligbt, not be o,,..1Y1-er--
lapp1111 with that or the JDC. Tbeir progNa include• 
relie1' • chi 1d care• adical• c:lenW and aoci al •ltare 
assistance. They are now aabarking 011 a 82.SOO.tm 
cmpe:l~ 

Looking tc.nnard to your earq npl,J' • I raai.n 

st cordially yours• 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
AHS1er 
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L-SOM- 2 / 4 0-A 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 12th 1948. 

In response to your inquiry of November 8th regarding the "Committee for the 
Forgotten Million, Inc . ", I am sending you herewith a copy of the September
October 1948 issue of the "JDC Review" which contains an article entitled 
"JDC activities in oslem Countries" beginning on page 64, and add the following 
additional information: 

The campaign for this new committee is being conducted by Rabbi z. Novick who headed 
the campaign's efforts of "Rescue Children, Inc. 11 As you undoubtedly know the JDC 
has assumed financial. responsibility for the support of the child care work previously 
subsidized by Rescue Ghildren, Inc . and that organization therefore has gone out of 
existence. Rabbi lovick is now a member of the staff of an organization known as 
"Ozar Hatorah", which in turn is conducting this particular appeal under the new name 
of the Committee for the Forgotten Million . The Ozar Hatorah, which has been in ex
istence fer some time, is interested primarily in promoting orthodox educational. pro
grams among Jewish children in the Middle East and North Africa . It seems, accord
ing to press announcements that we have seen, that the funds collected by this com
mittee will be used primarily for these orthodox educational activities, but there 
is some indication that relief for the aged, the sick, etc . will also be supported 
from these monies . In addition, it is of interest that Rabbi Novick is utilizing 
the "adopt a child" device which had previously been employed by Rescue Ghildren in 
its fund-raising efforts . 

The JDC has been providing funds at the rate of $8, 000 monthly for religious- educa
tional. work in I r an, conducted under the aegis of the Ozar Hatorah . The JDC is 
also making substantial grants toward the educational activities of the Alliance 
Israelite Universelle . The Alliance conducts schools in Egypt, Iraq, Iran, Lebanon, 
Syria and Tripolitania. 

The JDC . does, of course, support programs in the fields of health, child care and 
education throughout North Africa. In this connection, earlier this year we ap
pointed Judah J . Shapiro as the educational director in our overseas orgenization . 
One of his first ~ssignments was .to study educational needs and programs in North 

The Joint Distribution Cammittoe receives 11s funds in the United Stoles through the United Jewish Appeal. Outside 
of the United Stales, the Joint Dls1ributlon Committee hos the ocl lve cooperat ion of the Sou th African Jewish Appeal, 
Un/led Jewish Relief Agenciai , Canada; Central Brit ish Fund; Organization Central de Ayudo, Argenti na; Comi les Auxi/iar 
do Join t , Brazi l; United Jewish Overseas Relie f Funds, Austro flo; Join t Roi/o f Commi ttee, Mexico, and o thers. 
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African countries. His report and reconunendations will be closely studied and if it 

is necessary to expand religious-educational programs in North Africa, it is our con

sidered judgment that this should be done by the Joint Distribution Committee itself 

through the various Jewish communities in North Africa and not throu h the establish

ment of another organization. 

✓Gurrently the JDC is appropriating funds at the rate of $420,000 a year for assistance 

to Jews in North Africa, including Tripoli, Algiers, Gyrenaica, Tunisia, French 

Morocco and Tangiers. In addition, the JDC earlier this year, made a one-time er t 

of $75,000 to meet the emergency needs resulting from the anti-semitic disturbances in 

Tripoli. You understand, of course, that Sephardic groups in other sections of the 

world, including Greece, Aden, Syria, etc. are also receiving assistance from the JDC. 

The JDC. is well aware of the seriousness of the situation of Jews in ~oslem countries. 

Not only is it a matter for close study by our offices overseas, but it has been given 

serious consideration in meetings here, particularly our Annual Meeting held in 

Chicago October 30th and 31st. It is our hope that the funds made available to us 

vthrough future campaigns will make it possible for the JDC. to appropriate larger 

sums for Y~rk in these countries. 

~e shall be glad to send you further information if you so desire. 

b~G/fr. 
Enc. 

Very sincerely yours, 



I 

Rabbi William Z • Novick 
Committee tor the Foraotten Uillion 
55 West land Street 
New York 18, New York 

111' dear Rabbi Novick I 

november 18, 19U3 

Permit me to thank you for your letter or November 2nd. 
I soould, or course, be very pleased to meet you either 
in cl.eveland or New York. At the present writing I do 
not know when I shall be in New York again. Should you 
come through Cleve lam at 1Jn7 time, I shall be nry 
pleased to see you. 

As a general matter, I deprecate the multiplicity~ 
campdgns tor the relief or our people abroad. Uy im
pression is that the Joint Distribution CCllllli.ttee ha 
been, to the best or its ability, wrestling with the 
problem which you present. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
AHSter 
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COMMITTEE FOR THE FORGOTTEN MILLION, Inc. 
Dedicated to the Relief and Education of the Million Jews in North Africa, Near and Middle East 

Honorary Sponsors 
Hon. Sol Bloom 
Hon. Emanuel Celle, 
Hon. Edward Martin 
Sen. James Mead 
Hon. Huga Rogers 
Arthur Szyk 
Sen. Robert Wagner 

Officers 
Isaac Shalom 

Temporary Chairman 

Moses I. Feuerstein 
Vice Chairman 

Robert Salomon 
Secretory 

Irving Bunim 
Sam Sutton 

Treasurer, 

Executive Committee 
Rabbi Theodore Adams 
Joseph Ades 
Leon Anschelowitz 
Henry Cohen 
Alan Corelli 
Benlamin Cutler 
Maurice Enright 
Ben Friedman 
Nathan Hausman 
Dr. Herbert S. Goldstein 
Mrs. Jennie Gro11inger 
Horry Hershkowitz 
Elias Hedoya 
Dr. Leo Jung 
Louis Katz 
Jacob Kaplan 
Stephen Klein 
Joseph Lamport 
Dr. Bernard lander 
John Lazarus 
Jock Levin 
Joseph Mazer 
Benjamin Pechman 
Jacques Pinto 
Dr. David de Sola Pool 
Zemel Resnick 
Samuel Schneiersan 
Joseph Shapiro 
Mltyer Slotkin 
Earl Spero 
Max Stem 
Michael Tress 
Charles Ullman 
Marris Weinberg 

William Z. Novick 
ExecutlH Director 

55 WEST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

ovember 25, 1948 

r. Abba Hillel Silver 
American Z onist mergency Council 
The Temple 
ast 105th Street at nsel Road 

Celveland, Ohio 

Dear • Silver : 

In respon e to your 
rill yo k ndly let 

I may meet w th you 
day, December 2nd, 
C ty. 

lett r of ~ovember 18th, 
me know where and when 
in Cl veland next Thurs
h n I hope to visit your 

Very ~incerely yours 
, 

,fLi ~- . VIC 
:zr :BG e Director 



Detach before clepo1itiag-retain this voucher for your record, 

Date 1/26/49 AMERICAN ZIONIST EMBRGBNCY COUNCIL No. 10903 
NOTE: Acceptance and endorsement of attached check shall be conclusive evidence of full payment of the followinc hems: 

Telegrams, telephon~ & expenses in 
connection with trip to .Atlantic City 150 00 



--- ----·------------
Detach before depositing-retain this voucher for your record, 

Date iSIA - 12, r '-'-
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL No. 

NOTE: Acceptance and endorsement of attached check shall be conclushre evidence of lull payment of the following items: 

Secretarial Service ,e Dec. 50 00 



rtdub" ttUbu ,111e1 l ver 
J. he Tern 1e 
Cleveland , uhio . 

~ms din yuu herevith t~o artic es 
from t1 e "D~ • ly .tor 1arct 11 v,hich I bE::l.i ve r uires , n 
~ s ,er eitner fr0m ou or from someone l the hmer~e c 
L0unci1, dS te1 s of thousan s rE::ctaers o not read a.ny 
otn r ~n~uabe p~ er an tn reiore tn y bhou1d Know 
tne true lu.cts . 

I ~ou1d gl· dly ~ns~er mysei.f if 1 ~ou1d 
~ ov" the trlle: stor v nich ..1.. u.m sorry to sa I do not 
nu\ . 

2 ease 1.et m ar ·n~t ou tninK of it . 

Love tu Vlr6i ia a.nd tne chil ren, 

incere 



CAILE ADDRESS "OZARTOUH" IRyant 9-7373 

COMMITTEE FOR THE FORGOTTEN MILLION, Inc. 
Dedicated to support the Jewish Education and care of Jewish children in Moslem countries. 

55 WEST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

Honorary Sponsors 

Sen. Bernard Austen 
Hon. Sol Bloom 
Hon. Emanuel Celler 
Hon. Edward Martin 
Sen. James Mead 
Hon. Hugo Rogers 
Sen. Robert Wagner 

Officers 

Isaac Shalom 
Temporar7 Chairman 

Moses I. Feuerstein 
Vice Chairman 

Robert Salomon 
Secretar1 

Irving Bunim 
Earl Spera 
Sam Sutton 

Treasurers 

Executive Committee 

Rabbi Theodore Adams 
Jo1eph Adei 
Leon Anschelowitz 
David N. Barocas 
Charles Bendheim 
Henry Cohen 
Alan Corelli 
Benjamin Cutler 
Mrs. Walter Diamond 
Maurice Enright 
Nathan Hausman 
Dr. Herbert S. Goldstein 
Mrs, Jennie Grossinger 
Harry Hershkowitz 
Elias Hedaya 
Dr. Leo Jung 
Louis Katz 
Jacob Kaplan 
Joseph Lamport 
Dr. Bernard lander 
John Lazarus 
Jack Levin 
Nathan Levine 
Milton Levy 
Abraham Mayer 
Joseph Mazer 
Rabbi Benj. Morgenstern 
Samuel Nahoum 
Dr. Louis I. Newman 
Benjamin Pechman 
Jacques Pinto 
Dr. David De Sola Pool 
Mrs. David De Sola Pool 
Or. Frederick Rein 
Zemel Resnick 
Dean Samuel Sar 
Samuel Schneierson 
Harris Selig 
Joseph Shapiro 
Meyer Slotkin 
Menashe Stein 
Max Stern 
Michael G. Treu 
Charles Ullman 
Morris Weinberg 

WIiiiam Z. Novick 
Eucutive Director 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Ansel Road & East 105 Street 
C1evo1ana, Oh:ioe 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

FILE# 

March 31, 1949. 

Permit me to express my warm appreciation for the 
kind interview you granted me during roy recent 
visit to Cleveland. Your assurance that your Sun
shine Fund .. would contribute to our Connnittee, and 
your genuine sympathy for the needs of our cause 
are a souroe of great encouragemnt to us. 

Dr. David de Sola Pool looks forward to meeting 
you during your next visit to this oity, and if 
I could learn in advance when you plan coming to 
New York, I ahall have Dr. Pool arrange his 
schedule accordingly. 

With kindest personal. regards, 

WZN:gs 

z. NOVICK 
ive Director •. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah, Women'• Zloa.1■ 1 Orcicmi.lailon of America 
Mlsrachi Orc,cmlsatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zelre Zion of America 

Ztoal■t Orcianhr:atlon of Amerlcca 

AIR lWL 

Miss Elizabeth Rice 
c/ o The Tanple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Mi es Rice: 

May 12• 1949 

Under separate cover I have sent you a 
citation which requires Dr. Silver's signature. 

Would you be good enough to explain to Dr. 
Silver the following: The St. Paul District of the 
ZOA is sponsoring a public rally as a testimonial to 
Mr. Jesse Calmenson, chairman of the st. Paul Emer
gency Committee. We have been asked to submit a 
token of tribu.te on behalf of the .American Zionist 
Council and Dr. Silver. 

Since their meeting is scheduled to take 
place on ~ 19th, will you be good enough to forward 
the ci ts.tion directly. All the necessa.ey mailing 
material is enclosed for your convenience. 

Thank you for your pronpt attention. 

Sincerely yours, 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray HUI 2-1160 

~~ 
:Beatrice Cohen 
Office Coordinator 

BC:SR 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

MEMORANDUM 

Leaders of Zionist Organizations and 
Chaim en of Local Emergency Comm! ttees 

Date May 16, 1949 

From Abe Tuvim 

Within the very near future the American Zionist Council will 

elect new officers ana announce the natu.re and scope of its new activj_ties. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver he.s stated that he will not continue as 

ch~irman of the Council. It i.s not neces'3a.ry to dwell at this time on 

Dr. Silver's role as the leader of Amerjcan Zionism: his accomplishments 

have been written into JewiEh history. 

Mfty I snggest thnt the chairmen of local emergency committees and 

leaders of Zionist organizations in the tfoi tea Stci.tes send messages ex

pressing gratl tude to Dr. Silver, who led our movement to victory. These 

will be presented to Dr. Silver in a bound volume. We are sure that you 

will res1,•ona. most enth11siastically to th.is surgestion and that you will 

wish to send such a messege to this office as sneed.1.ly as possi.ble. 

lttndest regar,1s. 

AT:LD 

P.Ss If possible, please send you.r message unfolded. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadauah, Women's Zlolllat Orqcmlsation of America 

~hi Orqcmbatlon of America 

Poale Zlon-Zeire Zlon of America 

Zionist Or9anl1atlon of America 

AIR MAIL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The TEIDple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

M~ ro, 1949 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1180 

The attached memorandum is for your information • 
.Alreaey letters are pouring in hailing your leadership, 
deploring your proposed resignation, etc. with such 
warmth and ainceri ty that I find myself blubbering and 
sniveling as I read than. I lq claim to the first 
teardrops on these letters. 

Mr. Steinberg turned over to me your request for 
bound volumes of all material issued by the Council. 
You will have these within the next few weeks. 

Under separate cover I am send.in& you an album of 
the best photographs of the Ma1' 4th celebrations in 
Madison Square Park and Carnegie Hall. 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Beat~ Cohm 

:BC:SR 
Inc 




