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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date fo v mb r 4, 1948 

Pro m Harry steinb rg SJ.bj ct: 11 P OJ.h:CT H1Ill!J>.t:.: • D " 

Now that we know that it is Mr. Truman who will be in the White House for the 
next four years, I suggest for your earnest consideration a project wnich has 
been germinating in my mind for some weeks now, but which I had reluctance to 
propose in view of the eeneral feeling that Dewey's election seemed certain. 

already know enough of Mr. Truman -- his ability, his per onality, his 
temperament -- tc know that v,hile he is not a great statesman, he is basically 
an honest, simple, warm-hearted per son who an ts to do the right thing if h crui 
and onP who attacmes great importance to oid associations and friendships. He 
has hitherto, I feel , in the matters of foreign policy followed the dictates of 
his St te Department advisors m.~inly for the reason that , be::ng unsure of him­
self and un&1re of the confidence of the people in himself as a capabl pre aid ·nt, 
heh d no other choice but to accept the advi~e of his 11 expe1·ts11 • 

The ~itu .tion today is, of course, radically changed. The great vot of con­
fidence which l . Truman r ceiv d will, I believe, alter his way of going about 
things. Thi is particularly logical in view of the fact th~t his prim foreign 
affairs advisors ( 1a.rshall and Forrestal) did not raise a. finger to a sist 
fir. TrUJnon when he need d th most -- and fr. rumon is one ho attaches gr at 
importance to personal loyalty. In the futur it mRy be reasonably ssumed thRt 
~ . Truman ~ill in his foreign policy lean clos r to a. co~ no -sense spprc ch to 

11 what seems right 11 , to what the man-in- th -street thinks, to Y1hat his per onal 
friends advise , rather than to the advice of the experts. 

In view of the fore oing analy is, I now propose we proceed with mobilizing his 
close friends in his home town of I nr;pEuDB ft,; , ISSOURI and in the surrounding 
area , to work on .. :r . Truman in behalf of our cause. The strategy will have to 

d out c ully: i ther we mi6ht set up a unit in I DEP IDE .CL of th 
·~ru I iTI :i P.AL.'L LJL COU. :IT~ 1 or, wrut seems preferable, an INDEP1:.D CE 

g>R I vJT' 'M - (vrhat title could be more appropriate?) - - compos d of 
Jews as ell as non-Jews. (You 1ill r .cal that a start hn.s alreo. be n made 
in this direct! n by enlisting the su ort of r. J cobson of Kansas City. I 
beli ve that Rabbi Lel ld wa • brought to see the President by ·r. Jecobson 
and 'u-. Harry L. ShP.piro ho.s b quently be n in tcuch with · r. Jacobson.) 

hat I no 1 ,nvision is not mass organization but rather a group of 25 or 30 
people, old fri nd of the President, tru.,t we should undertak to ·nter ,st n 
our cause. ( hat I more precisely hav in mind is a group f 11 Cron s of Truman 
for Isr el".) This group , of cours , vlil b compos d of people ,ho hav~ access 
to the Pr sident. Th y ahould inform th Presi ~nt p riodically, both in writing 
and ar ally (every once in a whil , sub-cornrai ttee of this group should be sent 
to ashington) of their inter st in Isrn.el and guide him in specific i ssuee. 
Thy should place advertisements in their home town newspap r . 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver ovember 4, 1948 

Considerable spade llOrk will have to be done before such a Comrnitte 
CDll be organized and ma.de to function smoothly. ~ost important of 1; 1 
ill be the composition of th Committee. It will be necessary for our 

organize1 to spend some time in Independence to talk to people in all alks 
of lif - merchants, clerks, t achere, ministers, government l'l'J)loye s -­
to asc rtain the nucleus of this proposed Committee -- people the President 
likes and will listen to. 

I lmo thpt in the eeks to come, it ill be necessary for us to YTork 
public-relationswise on many fronts and at ve.ried levels but I feel that 
it would be a great mistake to overlook the Independence front. 

! :LD 
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PIES$ RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL , 
Associated Organziations 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

Alt'.TI'.ltIC.AN ZIO:USTS CALL UPCM PR~SIDID.iT TRUMAN 

TO mmo "GREAT IHJUSTIOE11 PERPETRATW :BY u.s. DELEGAT!ON IN PARIS 

- -- .. -
STATE DWAB.Tr-:DTT1 S ACTIOl!S ASS.AILED 

AS Ul-.DERMINING D'.ECL.A.BED AMERICAN POLICY 

- ......... 

New York, Nov. 5 •- The .American Zionist Emergency Council, speaking 

for all Zionist organizations in the Uni tea St ~t es. today called upon President 

Truman to undo the "groat in,justicc11 perpetra t ed by the American del c ation to 

the Unit ed Nations which brought about pas~ age by the Security Council of a 

British-conceived resolution aimed at the i mp o iti on of sanctions against Isr~el. 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver is cha,i nnan of the Cou..Y} cil .. 

11 Today it is clear to the .Ar.ierican p eople that our delegation in P rl.s 

1 s carrying for,:rard a 13ri ti sh-onginee1·ed p ro g ram on I srael "-.ihi ch is < .c signcd tc 

undermine the declared .American policy," the Council ass erted, a,dding that Presi­

dent Truman "now has a great o .p ortunity to establish once and for all that his 

declarations on Israel \'Jere si cerely meant ond ca refully eonsideredo We h0J?8 

he will seize th~tt opportunity. n 

The text of the statement follows: 

"Under pressure from the 'thi tad States dolegr.ti on, tho Security Council 

has taken the astounding action of aao1)ting a British-conceived renolution aimed 

at the imposition of sanctions against Israel in case Ietncl refuses to withdraw 

its troops in the Negev~ 

"State Department :propagmdists have sought t() create the impression 

(more) 



- 2 -

that the American amendment to the orginal ]ri ti sh-Chinese resolution u~s in 

I sra.el I s interest inasmuch as specific reference to the possibil:i. ty of srncti.onn 

against either side had been removedo This is an en ti rely false inte-1_)retation 

by which the SJ.)Onso rs of t'1i s move hope to sugarcoat their sinister denio.1s 

against Israel. Actu~lly, the UoSo-:)Dlenclecl. resolut:J.on broadens the field of 

sanctions which the B:citish hav-e been seeking to impose on Israelo 

"During the first "ee1{:S of Octo'ber the Arab forces reveatedly violated the 

truce by e,ttacdng the Israeli line of com"1u.nications which suppli.ed the necec<­

si ties of life to Je,,,i sh settlemet1ts in the Negev. Some of the::;e attacl::s uere 

carried out in the presence of United Nations observers~ 'Ihe fighting i.'hich 

then took place, and which resulted in a decisive Israeli victory, was caused 

by Arab attempts to secu~·e military and roli tica1 advantt-.:.ges 'by violations of 

the truceo The Arabs were encouraged to launch t.r. eir attack- by the o:,en 

uecret that the :Sri tish nnd our State Department propo$ed to award them the 
(1 

greater part of the territory of Israel$ Th GovP-rnment of Israel had every 

right, U.'1.der the terms of the truce, to resist the Arab at empt to cut o r 

communications of the Ne0 ev;1 Nevertheless, todvy the Securl ty Conncil -- the 

world guardian of peace and the integrity of nations -- is bei ng crilled u on 

to penalize Israel for defending the territory as::,igned to it by the Unite 

Nations and, indeed, for upholding the ,!ill of the nations as expres ed in the 

General Assembly's decision of lovember 29, 1947. 

"The action of the American delegation in Paris is particularly shocld.ni~ 

in vie,-, of the fact that it follous by a few days the declaration of policy 

on Israel made by the President of the United States -- and is in violent 

contradiction to it. In a sudden burst of speed, the American delego,tion ho.s 

sought to confront the .American people wi.th a fai t a<?£Q_mpli. It rushed. t~e 

British resolution through the Security Council immediately after the u.s~ 

(more) 
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elections, without affording other delegations Dn opportnni ty for prOi)er study 

or clebate. ]\trthemore, the St.qte :Departme1t ev:Ui.ently intends thc-,t yesterday's 

action shall serve rneroJ y a.s ::t yirelnde to 811 al 1..-ont anti-Israel offen!'d ve, both 

in the Security Council and. in the General A:3ser1bly. It is apparently joining 

in the British atte.ir;t to appl:r the Security Council resolution not only to the 

Nee ev but to Galilee a s well. 

11 How does one reconcile the s e action:, with the -policy st atements o:t" 

President Truman? Only yestGrday the Presjdent ileclared: 1 I 1m 6oing to do 

the very best I cnn to carry out the DAmor.:r-atic platfonn as I promisecl a:i,l over 

the countryo~ The plank on Israel is an important part of that pl~.tfo 1~n . 

11 Today it is clear to the Americ:in people that oui:- delegatlon i n P :1ris is 

carrying forward a Bri ti sh .... engineered l'r ogram on Is ra.el which is designed to 

unuennine the declared Ame1~can policy. 

11 1'1c now look to President Tnunan not o!lly to undo a great injustice t but 

to preserve our country1 s integrity, which cannot forever survive the 1epeated 

assaults upon it perpetrated by cynical international manipulatorsll The President 

nm:1 has a great opportunity to establish once and. for nll that his a.e~la rations 

on Israel were sincerely meant and carefully considered~ We hope he lrill seize 

that op:9ortuni ty. 11 

. . 
-30-
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PIES$ RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Asso~i•tetl Orgozidlions 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

ABE TUVIM .AJ?lOili'TED :E::ECTJTIVE DI~CtrOR OF 

.AMEHICAN ZION! S'i' }!MWRGE.'JCY DOtfNCIL 

-- ...,, - -
New York, Nov€lmber 24 - - The e.ppotntment of Abe Tu.vim as E;cecu.tive Direvtor 

of the .Anerican Zionist Fmergency Council was &J."lnounced today by the execu.ti ve 

committee of the Council (/ irr~ Tuvim succeeds to the position previou::,ly held 

by Hurry L~ Sh.'1piro 9 ne-1,\rly-elected Executive Vice-Clrni1i-r1an of the United 

Palestine Appeal" 

The .P.merican Zionist Eruergency Council, which is the public relations arm 

of the Zionist movement in the United States , is composed of represent~tives 

from the sev·en Zionist parties in this countr~,. 

iiro Tuvim, whose ar,:pointment was unanimously approved by the o::ec tive 

committee of the Council, has 1:,een ,,.rith the organization almost ~ince its incep­

tiona During the pas t five years, he was Director of Special Events~ In this 

capacity he coordinated all public demonstrations , ma.ss meeting::,, conferen.ces , 

rac1io and television events sponso-red by the Council, 

Prior to his affiliation with this body, Mr" Tuvim was with the Jewish 

National FW1d and the Associated Music:lans of Groater New York, Local 802, 

A. F. of M. For a number of years, he was Executiv-e Director of the .American 

ORT. 

--30--
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Special Airmail Communication sent to Father Awad from Lebanon on November 29, 1948 

THE CODISCATION OF AI,...HODA 

The Lebanese Government haa given an order to the post office to 

confiscate every issue of Al-Hoda which carries anything pertaining to 

the present campaign against the men of the Era. Many a time the paper 

reaches the subscribers with a few pieces cut out and some parta missing 

completely, because in these missing parts there was mention made of 

Al-Ho4§: 1s editor returning his decoration to the Government. This struck 

the men of the Government like a thunderbolt, and the articles in Father 

.A.wad's J'ree 1orum keep them awake nighta. As they have no other way to 

reach the author of the 1ree ~orum, they avenge themselves by confiscating 

Al-Hod.a. Still, in spite of all these measures, some news does reach the 

Lebanese press, and four papers (Al-Amal, Al-Abrah, Al-Beyraq and Ad­

Dabbour) have published long editorials on Al-Roda's campaign against the 

men of the GoTernment. 



Dear Dr S v r, 

I think ou ill be int r eted in this trans­
l tion of le er hie ju reached Father 
Awad from Lebanon and hich di closes the 
extent of the effect l-Hod.a 1s camo ign 1 
having in the Le anon. 

V r v bet reg de, 



f!IIESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of .America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

!QR.. RELEASE: _ MONDA~, NOVE :BJR 29 , 1948 

DE. SILVER PAYS TRIBUTE TO COURAGE AND SACRIFICES OF ISRAEL 

AND JEWISH PEOPLE IN STAT:EMENT M.A!1KI1~G 

FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF u.n. PARTITION RESOLUTION 

.., ............. 

CALLS FOR 11 WORK, SKILL AWD 'ITh!FAILUTG SUPPORT" 

OF NEll STATE BY J'EWS OF THE WORLD 

New York, November 28 -- In a statement markine the fir nt onniversnry of 

the United Nations' partition resolution, Dr. Abua Hillel Silver, chainn :n of 

the i~meri can Z1oni st :Flnorgency Council, today asserted that the Jeui sh people 

must "remain mobilized and alerted" in support of the new St nte of Israel. 

Declaring that it was certain that as a result of the courage and sacrifices 

on the part of the State of Israel and the Jewish p eoiJle, 11 what h :;i.s been esta­

blished has been finnly established and whe.t has been nchieved is irrevocable, 11 

Dr. Silver expressed the hope that the coming ye c. r uould see the awnizsion of 

Israel into the United Nations and the establishment of peace and prosperity 

in the Holy Land. 

The full ~tate;11ent, issued on behalf of all officie.l Zionist bodies in the 

United States, represented in the American Zionist Emergency Council, follows: 

"The year which has elapsed since NovembE)r 29th has been one of the most 

momentous in Jewish history. Three unprecedented events give it its tranendous 

importance: the recognition by the United Nations of the ri~t of the Jm-1ieh 

people to establish their state in Pa1es t ine, the proclarnati0n of the State of 

(more) 
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Ir.rael by the Yishuv, oni the rema:ck-able and successful military defense of this 

State by the people of Israel. 

11 ~hi. s ye~r ,a s characteri zed by vacillnti on nnd indecision on the J)art of 

government::; and of the United Nu.tions j_t~elf but also by unsl1alren ste~~dfc1.st1~ess 

ond resolution on the part of the State of Israel nnd the Jewish peOi>le. It is 

certoin that as a result of the cou.roee and sacri -fices, what hac been established 

has 'Leen finnly establ:i. shed and what h fl.s bee:ri achieved is irrevocabl3• '::he great 

politic al hu:-i.,dles J1ave been menipulateu. The 01·gani zatiun of the St c.1te has been 

consolia e.ted. Mcny serious problems sti 11 remnin but none that can:1ot be solved 

by uor1:, skill and unfailing support on the part of the \.Tew~ of the uorJ.uo We 

must remain ri1obil i zed Dnd alerted. One of the deepest sattsfn.cti.ons o:f this 

year has been the unprecedented flow of .7e ii sh 1.m:.d gration into I srD.el. ~Ti th 

increasing financi al support from us tbe State of I sr(...el wi~.l be c,ble at the 

pres ent rate quick.i? to €T1J)t:7' the '.DP ~am:ns of Europe and offer a haven to mciny 

other endange:::ed Je,:s in other p arts of the wo :i.·J.d. 

"Thi n h as bec"l a year of str:1 ,r;le, ac:l:l ever.i ent and vic~ory,. \;e muGt now 

tense ourselves f or the long puJl f'he'1d. I trnst th at t he comin3 year ui l l see 

the admission of the State of I ... l·ael into the UPi ted J.IT~,.. t; o:1s and the est"blishment 

of peace and prosperity in the Holy Lnnd. 11 

--30--
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ork Times (By Arthur Brower) 

Liberalize 
n Churches 

'ch has about 22,500 

to recommendations 
Government commis­

isla tion will permit a 
zen to leave the state 
out having to reveal 
. denomination, if any, 
to join. This would 
passed in 1873 requir­
to belong to some au­
ious body. 
oposal in the bill is 
who do not belong to 
ch should be relieved 
half the church fees 
to cover the civic 
tate church clergy. 

the Swedish Con­
mbers of the Gov­
e members of the 

which about 98 
pulation belongs. 
as recommended, 
i provision be 

ly the Minister 
hool and such 

portfolios a 
ch and school 
Luth ran ad-

Ro reported 
sary to r -
theological 

sities to be 
urch. Such 

Uld also be 
denomina­
al princi-

er­
nee its 

only pray 
e hopes of all 

ve suffered in minor­
ps," she wrote when the 

versity was established. 
At today's session of convoca­

tion ceremonies marking the com­
pletion of Brandeis' first year, Mrs. 
Harry L. Michaels, president of the 
national women's committee, pr -
sented a check tor 50,000 to Dr. 
Abraham L. ~achar, university 
president, for support of the li­
brary. 

Some necessary 
work was done in the 
days by the Work Proj ct 
ministration along th nt 1· mall 
on Seventh Avenue and that bu y 
thoroughfare will get the first of 
the n w installations, he add ct. 
Prevailing rat s for laying under• 
ground piping is 5 a linear foot. 

Exe pt for som modernization. 
along Eighth A venue aft r the 
elevated line tructur was torn 
down, Harlem' traffic light sys­
tem i about twenty years old. 

Although traffic rules call for 
the motorist in t'lanhattan to stop 
back of the pedestr; ~n crosswalk 
on the near side o fany int r c-

210 NISTS NAME PRESIDIUM tion he is approaching when the 
light ahead of him shall turn d 

American Council Appoints most drivers ignore the regulation 
and stop only when they reach a. 

Group to Head Body signal, generally placed three t-.> 
four blocks apart. 

The American Zionist Council Reflection of the sun on the un­
announced yesterday the election hielded face of the lights on the 
of a preidium of four to head the tall masts and tow ring tr es on 
organization for th~ next three the islands that separate north and 
months, after which permanent south bound traffic on some of the 
leadership of the Council will be longitudinal routes al o contribute 
decided. to accidents, studies showed. The 

The group will act in the place new program will seek to remedy 
of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, who those failings. 
served as chairman of the council Harlem is one of the few con­
and declined re-election. He was gested areas in the city without 
elected honorary chairman and the traffic light control at every in­
council adopted a resolution ex- teresection and its leaders have 
pressing gratitude to him "for the urged action for some months. 
eminent service rendered to the They finally enlisted police sym­
Zionist cause." pathy after a series of fatal night 

The presidium is composed of accidents at important corners. 
Benjamin G. Browdy, acting presi- The T ... affic Commission di • 
dent of the Zionist Organization of cu sed briefly proposed legislation 
America; Mrs. Judith Epstein, for- for parking meters but decided 
mer president of Hadassah; Baruch that the subject required further 
Zuckerman, president of Poale stu~y and would be tak n up again 
Zion, the Labor Zionist Organiza- at its next meeting on July 1. 
tion of America, and Rabbi Joseph 
H. ~oo~stein, professor at Yeshiva ' ASKS TELEPHONE INQUIRY 
Uruvers1ty and a leader of the 
Mizrachi Organization of America. 

CIO Union Urges Congress to 

DP BILLS ARE 'AN1 ALYZED' Scan A. T. &. T. Labor Policies 

Speclal to Tm; N &W YORK Tu n; . 
But Senate Grouip Rea.ches No CHICAGO, .rune 17- The Com• 

Decision on Measures municaations Workers of America, 

SpecJal t o THE NEW YORK TIMES, 

WASHING'TON, June 17 -A 
Senate Judiciary subcommittee in 
charge of bills to liberalize the dis­
placed persons law met inconclu­
sively for two hours today. 

Senator Pat McCarran of Ne­
vada, committ chairman, said 
afterward that the conf re nee had 
invol ed "an analysis" of the pend­
ing bills that was not completed. 
Another meeting will be held soon. 

Before the subcommittee as em­
bled, Senator Alexander Wiley of 
Wisconsin, senior Republican mem­
ber of the full Judiciary Commit­
te , made publie a letter to Mr. 
McCarran urging that this session 
of Congress a.mend the law to opelll 
this country's doors wider to the 
dispossessed of Europe. 

Otherwi e, h asserted, ther 
would be a "s vere wave of r gret 
and disappointment in the Ameri­
can peopl , and very justifiably so." 

ntract Clause Blocks Bus Line 
Special to THE NEW YORK T!Mt:S. 

ARK, N. J., June 17- The 
sey State Board nf MP.dia­

ed today the 3ettle­
y strike of sixty 

ol Blue Coach 
ween Phila­

he strike 
esult of 

of a 
ct, 

an affiliate of the Congr s of 
Industrial Organizations, today 
ought a Congressional investiga­

tfo,n of th American T lephone 
and Telegraph Company. The C\ 
holds contract with a majority of 
th A. T. & T. , twenty-thr e 
affiliates. 

Joseph . B irn , the CWA's 
pr sident, was dire ted in a resolu­
tion approved by the organization s 
conv ntion to ask the Senate and 
House to investigate th telephonf! 
company's labor practices and "it.II 
r lations with associated com• 
panie ." 

The resolution also urged a Con .. 
gr ssional inquiry on "th power 
and influence of A. T. & T. on th 
National Labor R lations Board'• 
gen ral couns 1, Robert Denham." 

"The telephon workers," the 
resolution r ad, "are without any 
sp dy and ad quate legal recour~ 
and ar therefor appealin tc, 
Congre 

876 DP'S ARRIVE HERE 

Army Transport Brings Poles, 
Latvians and Lithuanians 

The United States Army tran 
port General C. C. Ballou arrived 
here yesterday morning with 876 
di placed persons from Bremer­
ha ven. 

Mrs. Sarah Teig, aunt of D . 
Isidor I. Rab it Prof es or of Physic 
at Columbia and 1944 winner of 
he Nobel a, ard in phy~ics wa 
·eeted at the pier by two on 
e a disabled Unit d Stat s vet: 

who aerved in the Pacifi 
T ig was accompanied by an• 
son. 

amon 
liluti Lili , ho 

er by the Nazi in 19 1 
ing in th Yugo la 

aid ther wer mo e 
ugo lav Army officer 

n DP camps who de­
home. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

, 3-42 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date December 6, 1948 

Harry Steinberg 

Can you send to us -- or arrange to have sent to us -- the latest directory 
of the Central Conference of American Rabbie. e plan to select fron1 tt.is 
directory tn.e names of tne leading 25 or 30 Reform Rabbinical leader& of 
Zionist persuasion in our campaign to promote and publicize Ru.th Gruber 1s 
DESTIN.A!l.11 PALESTI~~. 

Kindest regards and many thanks. 

Q,S:LD 



TO: 

·1 0.1: 

SUBJECT: 

OF Ml::EUC \ • 11 E \ST 12ml STREET • l \ )OH 17 ••. 

~IEMORANDUltl 

l AT E: All Food for Israel Chairmen 
and District Presidents December 7, 1948 

Manuel Posy, A.Z.F. Director 

We are receiving large quantities of juices and soups for 
shipment to Israel. Juices and soups are not acceptable under 
any circumstances. It would be appreciated if you were to in­
struct all of the committees who are responsible for the Food 
for Israel Project in your district to avoid receiving gifts 
of this nature. 

High priority commodities that are being sought at this 
time are as follows: 

egg powder 
canned cheese 
milk powder 
peas 
canned fish (tuna, salmon, 
hard candy 
sugar, minimum 100 lb. lots 
vegetable oils 

Kindest regards. 

MP:bdk 

canned vegetables 
canned fruit 
vegetable fat 
canned milk 

sardines) 
canned cof:t'ee 
tea 



Ur. !tarry Steinberg 
ArnericanZlonist F.merpllCY' Council 
.3li2 d 11011 Avenue 
Mn York 17, New York 

Dam- Kr. Steinberga 

December 9, 1948 

Under separat. OOftr w are •ndinl you a cow ot the director.Y 
ot the Central Contel'f.tnoe ot American Rabbis. Since it is our 
o~ caw and sinoe w uae it nry b-equentq, I shall ver., 
much appreciate your returning it tow, as quickq aa possible. 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary to Dr. Silver 
er 



·,1tESS I.ELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Asso,ute" O,g.,zitdio"s 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Miuachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IM?.lEDIATE RELEASE 

ZIONIST MEMORANDUM ON BRITISH ROLE IN WAR AGAilIBT ISRAEL 

CHABGES BRITISH GOVEPlDvi:Em IS AorIVE ALLY OF .A.RAB STATES 

- .. -
BRITISH THREAT OF UNILATERAL ACTIOM In SUPPOrtr OF IDYPT IS DESIGlU!D TO IlffiUCE 

U .s. Il1TO JOilHllG SANCTIOUS MOVE AGAIHST ISRAEL, ZIOlHST COUUCIL DECL.A.RES 

---
Ne~ York, Jan. 6 -- The .AJDerican Zionist :Emergency Council today released 

the text of a memorandum charging that "the most recent actions of Great l3ri tain 

with regard to Israel have established conclusively that the British Government 

is in fact an active ally of the Arab states in their uar against Israel." The 

Council is headed by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chairman, and represents all Zionist 

organizations in the United States. 

The memorandum, which is being submitted to members of Congress and other 

leaders of .American public opinion, assails the British Government's threat of 

unilateral action in support of ]€yptian \"larfare with Israel and declares: "Great 

iritain obviously hopes to induce the United States into joining a renewed 

Jritish attempt to bring about the imposition of sanctions against Israel by the 

Security Council, and in order to achieve this, Britain warns that if she fa.ils 

to bring about the international action she desires she wil]. be 1 compelled1 to 

act unilaterally in support of Egypt," 

Noting that Israeli accusations concerning British troop movements to the 

~~t of 4qaba in Transjordan have now been confirmed by British sources, the memo­

r,ndum ._tatess "Having committed itself to the support of Fgyptian warfare against 

(more) 
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I ·srael, : t wou.:. a. seem that the British Government is now concerned lest peace 
materializ" b(~tween Transjordan and Israel. If the British-officered, British--

supplied and British-financed Transjordan Arab Legion should re-enter the war &t 

any time in th e future, it will be generally understood that Great ~ritain alone 

will be responsible." 

DecJ.aring that 11 at this time the American Government and people would profit 

from a review of the British record in th" war against Israel," the memorandum pre­

sents a six...point outline of that record, as followsi 

11 1. Immedi a tely after the adoptlon 0f t h e partition resolution by the United 

Nations General Assembly on November 29, 194.-7 ~ the Bri tish au tho ri ti es in Palestlne 

syst ematically and deli ~bera.tely op ened the f ron tie rs of that country to armed .&.rab 

bands entering for the express purp ost, of engaeing in a mi lita ry struggle with the 

Jews in order to ups e t the decision of t l10 United Nations by force of anns • .A.t the 

same time 9 British reprerentatives in Arab countrie s incited and encouraged the 

Arab sta,tes to greater efforts against the Jews and the TJn1 ted Nations resolution. 

"2. Britain also act i vely participated in this a gression by supplying the 

Arab states with financial aid, by crea.t;ing a ttockJ)il e of war supplies and equip­

ment for the Arabs, by provtding officers and administrative help to the invaders .. 

Simultaneously, Britain ~de every effo1t t o 'Preven t tho Jews from anning for their 

own defense. 

n3. '1Jhen - despite a}l of these :British maneuvers .... the Arab attacks did not 

succeed in overcoming Jewt h resist ance and the State of Israel was prcclaimed on 

M9:y 14, 1948, Great :Britain encouraged t h e Arab governments to l aunch full-scale 

milit a ry invasions of Palestine with the decl a r ed aim of over-running and subjugat­

ing Israel. The attack was led by the ~ransjo r ·1.on Arab Legion, a. mill tary force 

comrletely equipped, fi.nanced an :l off leered b:" Great 13ri tnin. 

114. In the early days of the war, when t he invaders were on the move, Great 

lh•itain did nothing to bring hostiljties to a h alt, but, on the contrary, maneuvered 

ceaieleaely in the Security C~unc i l to k eep the Arab states from being punished es 

at;gresscrs ,, At that time Great l3ri t ,1in sa.w no violat ion of the United Nations Ohaz,.., 

ter, although the action of the Arab $·tat es in invading Palestizie was explicitly 
(mo re) 
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denounced as international. aggression by United States Delegate Warren 

Austln (May 22, 1948). Then the British worked indefatigably to induce 

the Security Council to refrain from taking the action which was clearl y 

indicated. 

'!J. However, when the tide turned and the Israeli Army turned back 

the aggressors, there were 1miediate Br~tish moves for truces, Isr~eli 

troop withdrawals and --finally, the bitterest irony -- sanctions against 

Israol for successfully defendi ng its own t~rritv~Y~ 

116., Now that Israel has inflicted a series of declsive defeats on 

the Arab armies and has, tn t he course of one military engagement, att ack ed 

le itimate military objectives on E~yptian soil, Great Brit ain threatens 

unilateral military action against tr ... e Je1vish state.," 

Pointing out that the United Nations truce uis being used by Eeypt a s 

a mere device to continue in ~ccupat i on of territory outside the national 

boundaries of Egypt," the I!lemorandum states: "In the circ mstances , the 

Israeli Government is naturally concerned with the need to eliminat the 

aggression within its territory and the threat to it<, existence. Any 

military action undertaken by Israeli authorities an d designed to expel the 

Egyptian invaders fro•n it nati on.i1l territory and to eliminate this threat 

is a lawful and nece~ s a.ry exercis e of soverei nty and is fully consonant 

with the funJ.amental right of self-~dofense accorded under international law 

to ell sovereign States and r Aferred to in Article 51 aft .L e Charter of the 

United Nations. 

"As long as the reccssit,v for such self-riefense has not passed, it 

would be unju('Ot a.'rld unfair t,o ir:.",erfere • ,:.th the conduct of mill tary 

operations by one party only, permittiLE the Egyptian f rcss to occupy parts 

of Palestine but prohib:tting I ~rae:,. f roui toking action against the bPJses of 

the enemy's attack. If this attitude were sanct i oned, it would emount to 

nothing less than assurance to the ar,gros or that he may indefinitely con­

tinue his attack in the knov·led e th t he •rill never suffer a counter-attack 

on his homegrounds. 
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"We cannot believe that the Government of the United StAtes or the Ar.1er\can 

people would for one moment sanction •o biased and unfair an approach. 

"It is generally understood today - despitG the distort.ions and misrepre­

sentations of British propagandists -- that Isr·ael has no designs on the terri­

tory of any of its neighbors nnd retoina but one objective in its current 

defense of its political and territo1'ial integr:\.t.yt peace., The prolongation or 

the conflict, and the resu1 ting st1·ain on the young st?Lte 's econnmy, has created 

an unend\1rable situation for Israel and its people -- a situntion ~hich cannot 

be further eontinued if' Israel is to maintain itself economically. It ha.e no 

alten1ative but to compel Egy-pt to uegotiate peace -- and this all-important fact 

must be considered in connection with Israeli military op erRtio'i1S in the Negev. 

"Finally, it is respectfully suggested that the Goverrnnent of the United 

States should refuse to lend itself, either directly or indirectly, either in 

its diplomatic relations with the parties to the Palestine controveroy or a.s 

a member of the General Assembly, thfl Security Council, an<l the Palestine 

Conciliation Commission of the United Nations, to any ett. ·mpt to restrict the 

freedom of Israel to eject the Egyptian invaders. Instead, it is respectful]y 

suggested that the Government of the United States, both in its dire(:t relations 

with the parties to the controversy and as a meLiber of the United Nations, should 

pursue the aim of achieving an armistice 8nd peace betweeu Egypt and Israel on 

the basis of mutual respect of the respective ter·ritorles of the two St.ates. n 

- 50 -
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111.N Sim.land th Schwarts 
American zton,n lllerpney Council 
342 lladiaon Avenue 
New York 17, Rew York 

11Jr dear Stmlamitha 

JaJmar7 7, 191'9 

Are you maJd ng 8J\Y progreaa on '111T volume or addre-•? I 
should be interested to know how you ar. getting along. 

W1 th all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially youn, 

ABBA IIILLEL SILVER 
AHS1er 



PUSS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL .. . , 
Associated Organizations 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hasbomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IHNEDI ATE TI.ELEASE ~-- ... . _ 
J..j1ERIC.t\H ZIOHIST URGENCY COUlJCIL AU:1-TOUNCES FULL MOBILIZATIOU 

EFFORI' TO HAUr NEif BRITISH OFFEUS!VJ!j AGAINST ISRAEL 

.... -- ... 

DISCLOSES PL.AUS FOR lJA~I O!HVIDE ACTIOU 

--- .......... 

Uew York, January 11 -- The .American Zionist ]}nergency Council today 

a.11nounced that it is rno'Jilizing all of its local coornittees t!'-.rough~ut the United 

States -- which are organized in more than 400 commu.ni ties -- in a campaign aimed 

at the current British milita.r-.r and political offensive against Isrnel11 The 

Council, which spea.~s for the en~ire Zionist movement in this c0untry 1 io headed 

by Dr. Abba Hillel Silvero 

The first step in this direction was taken by the Council through a statement 

reproduced in large display advertisements appearing in a number of Uew York and 

Washington newspapers. Within a week it is expected that simjlar advertisements 

will appear in other larg e cities. 

In its .;;tatement t h e Council declared: 11The British Government is lau.11.ching 

a new war against Israel -- even as direct armistice negotiations between ~ypt 

and Israel are getting under way. 

"The evidence is cl ear an1 unmistakable: 

"Great Britain has c:1,dmitted that British troops have been sent to the port of 

Aqaba in Transjordan, A long-stmding truce has been in effect between Israel and 
I 

Transjord.an. It ,vould seem that the British Government is concerned lest this 

truce eventuate into a pennanent peace between the two countries. If the British­

dominated Transjordan Arab Legion should re-enter the war at any time in the 

future, it will be clear that Great Britain alone will be responsible.•u• 
(more) 



"B;:itish propagandista a.re trying to make it appear as if current British 

military moves were 1pro,roked' by the shooting down of RAF planes by the Israelis. 

It should, therefore, be NtDembet"ed that the atcr~entiN1ect :British troo:p movements 

to .A.qa~·,a wet-e first disclosed by Israel ra1moat two \vee.ks ago, 
I 
I 

"Great Britain has persisted in sending planes into the battlefront areas of 

the Pales"t.;ine wari but assumes an air of righteous indignation wh.an the inevitable 

happbaS a."ld :B-r:ttir-h airr:ra.ft are shot down. It will be recalled that both Winston 

Churchill :md .Anthony Eden recently arose in the House of Commons to q_uestion the 

necessi.ty and p-ropriety of sending Royal Air Fot"Ce pla:~es over such a 'dangerous 

and delicatel area. Nevertheless, Ure Bevin continued to send British planes into 

this ' d'Jllgerous ond delicate' area., Why'i 

tiGreat B1·itain has been forced intJ the open 3Ild stands revealed before world 

opinion in her true role - the real en8Iny of I sraelo She ca.n no lonr;er cloak her 

own selfish ambitions behind the actions of the ,Arab states whom she had encour8€ed 

to make war on Isr:1.el. The .Arab ageressors have been defeated, and Britain must 

either become reconciled to a settlement which will keep Israel's political inde­

pendence a.."1d territoriol intee;rity intact, or commit :British arms and troops to a 

new war against Israel.~ c • 

"4mericar .. interest in peace 1."l. the MiddJ.e East can best be served by a firm 

warning to the British Gcv ernment to desist from its present policy of war and 

intrigue against Israel.," 

In a memorandum sen·~ toriay to its 400 local committees, the Council strongly 

urged 1.l.Jlpreeedented efforts to m0k0 ,American public opinion aware of the true facts 

of the pr~sent situation created by the latest British maneuvers against the Jewish 

State. 

The national Zionist o~ganizations affiliated with the Council include the 

i'ollowing: Zionist OrF,anization of .Amcric..";.. , Hadassah, Mizrachi Organization of 

America, Labor iionist Ort;anization of America,,.Poale Zion, United Zionists-Revision­

ists of A:nerica, Hashorner Hatzair, Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United lubor Zionist 

Party). #333 - l/ll/49 



PRESS' RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Associat1d Organzilllions 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Acbdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

UATIONAL EXTRAORDIUARY CONFERENCE OF 80 JEWISH ORG.ANIZATIONS DRAWS 

UP JOIN'r PROGRAM OF ACTIOH TO S.AFIDU.I\.RD ISRAEL FROM ANY .ATTEMPTS 

TO INTERFERE WITH ITS "PEACE, PROGRE3S AND TERRITORIAL ST.ABILITY" 

- ---
DR • .ABBA HILLEL SILVER AND AUBREY S. ll3AU ADDRESS 000 C0lJFERBUCE DELEGATES 

-- .. -
Uew York, January 19 - The extraordinary conference of 80 national Je'\'7ish 

organizations, called together at the invitation of the .American Zionist Dnergency 

Council, unanimously resolved last n i ght at its unprecedented session at the 

Park Sheraton Hotel in Uew York City to sponsor a "jo i nt effort to draw ••• 

.American public opinion to the need of securing Israel against any further 

attempts to interfere with the attainment of peace, progress, and territorial 

stability in the Middle Easto 11 

Pointing at the recent "unwarranted military activities" aimed against 

Israel by the l3ritish Government, more than 200 delegates from the leading Jewish 

organizations in this co1u1try expressed their "earnest hope that all parties 

concerned ~ill refrain from any action that might threaten the territorial in­

tegrity of Israel." 

The historic national conference, in which Jewish groups of all affiliations 

participated -- Zionist, non-Zionist, social, religious, fraternal and labor -­

had been convol::ed by the America'rl Zionist Emergency Council for the purpose of 

formulating a united program of action to be undertaken by .American Jewry to 

cope with the current Anglo-Israeli crisis. The principal speakers at last 

night• s session were Dr. Abba Hillel SU.ver, head of the Council and chairman 

(more) 
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of the .American Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, and Mr. Aubrey S. 

Eban, chief Israeli delegate to the United Nations. 

The conference also expressed its gratitude to Pr esident Harry s. Truman 

and the United States Government "for the just and unequivocal pos~tion taken 

by them in connection with recent British moves in the Middle :mast.tr 
• 

In his address 1 Dr. Abba Hillel Silver took note of yesterday's announcement 

from London that Jewish detainees on Cyprus would so on be permitted to leave for 

Israel ,, He termed this :British decision as a "welcome, albeit very belated, 

step towards the rectification of a wrong ~hich never should have been committed 

in the first plac eon 

"The deportation of Jev;i::.h refueees alld their internment on Cyprus was 

always illegnl. Mro ] evin insisted on maint a ining this policy even after the 

British Mandate for I'a:l 0~1t ine 8}..-pired, when Jewish immi t::ration to I s rael was not 

The distil1guis:1ud ~~ioni s t leader then a sked whet.bot '. l ·".,hi s l at e~t action of 

Mr. Bevini s ( was ) due t o t ~1 e rising storm of p r otB::1t ara::.n Bt h is 8'"1tire Palestine 

policy which -threat ens his control over British for ~!:ig~ affai rs~ or m3Y we ·oe 

permitted the hope that it represents the first step in a ne,:-v -- a sane and 

just -- policy?" 

Aubrey S~ Eban, Israel's young delegate to the Uni~ed Nations, pr8sented a 

review of recent ~vent~ in the ~iddle East Commenting upon the recent peace 

efforts of the Jeuish State, Mr. ];baJ.1 declared: 11The Government of Israel has 

consistently upheld the view that the conclusion of a peace settlement must arise 

as a direct consequence of the relations between Israel and the Arab states. 11 

"Throughout the SP3sions of the Gener al Assembly in Paris, our del~ntion 

tenaciously advocated the view that the pc., .; nts at issue between Israel and the 

Arab states could best respond to the processes of direct negotiation and should 

not be the subject of arbitrary solutions imposed from outside." he emphasized. 

(more) 
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"It is clear, therefore, that in negotiRting on their differ enc es under the 

auspices of the United Nations, the Governments of Israel and F€ypt are confo:-ming 

with the clearly e.xpress.ed will of the international community. The very act of 

negotiation itself, irrespect1 ve of its outc0me, mark s a'l i 1:1portant stage in the 

development of normal Arab-Jewish relations. Deeply as it cherishes its ties of 

friendship \Vith many great countries thrm.Jghout the world, Israel must always 

regard as one of its maj or objectives t h e establishment of neighborly relations 

with the immediate world in ,..,hich it lives," Mr. Eban told the assembly. 

The full text of the Resoluti ons and the list of o:."eanizations partic:ipating 

in last night• s conference are included on t h e f ollowing p ages: 

1337 - 1/19 / 49 



RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE EXTRAORDINARY CONFERENCE CONVENED 

AT THE HOTEL PARK SHERA.TON, IN llEW YORK CITY, JANUARY 18, 1949, 

BY THE AM~RICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

1. The American Jewish organizations mentioned below, representing the 

vast majority of .American Jewry, were shocked by the unwarranted military activities 

of the British Government on the borders of Israel. It is regrettable that these 

activities were responsible for the death of British pilots and tended to preju-

dice the pacification efforts of the United Nations e.nu the establishment of 

friendly relations between Israel and its neighbors. It is our earnest hope that 

there will be no further activities of this nature and that all parties concerned 

will refrain from any action that might threaten the territorial integrity of 

Israel and the peace of the Middle iast~ 

2. The Je~~sh orga~izations mentioned below express their gratitude to 

the President and Government of the United States for the unequivocal position 

taken by them in cot.nection with recent British moves in the Middle East. By its 

insistence that nothing be allowed to interfere with the annistice negotiations at 

Rhodes and that peace be·tween Israel and the Arab States must be based on mutual 

respect of their territories, the United States has enhanced its position as the 

leader in the fight for peace and justice in the world. 

3. The Jewish organizations mentioned below send a message of solidarity 

and encouragement to the people and the Gover~1men t of Israel. Israel can be as­

sured that in the just struggle to maintain its independence and territorial 

integrity, no less than in the effort to absorb and rebuild the lives of all those 

to whom Israel offers the only h,)pe for a productive life, and to consolidate the 

country on the basis of peace, Justice and progress, it will have the unfailing 

support of the Jewish community in America. 

(more) 
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4. The Je~ns~ organizations mentioned below call upon their affiliated 

groups and upon the American Jewith eom~unity in general to continue their joint 

efforts to draw the attention of k"3rican publlc opini.on and of the leaders of the 

American pecp1.e to the nee.! of securing Isr1::1.el against any ftt!"iher attem-pts to 

interfere with the attainment of peace, progress and territo~ial stability in 

the Middle East. 

The following organizations accepter the invitatio!l of the American 

Zionist »nergency Council to the Conference: 

Achdut Havodah - Poale Zio~ 
Agudas Israel World Organ1ze.tion 
Agudas Israel of Aneri ca 
American Council of Jews from Austria 
American Federation for Lithuanian Jews 
American Federation 0f J e\t.'S from Oen t ral Europe 
American Federation of Polish Jews 
American Jewish Congress 
American Jewish Congress - Women's Division 
American Palestine Jewish Legion 
American Red :fogen Dovid for Palestine 
Anti-Defamation League - B'ne:l B1rith 
Assembly of Hebrew Orthodox Rabcis of America and Canada 
Bessarabian Federation of American J PWB 

B ' nai B I ri th 
B'nai B1 rith Women's Supreme Council 
B1nai Zion 
Bri th Trumpeldor 
Central Sephardic Jewish Community of America 
Federated Council of Falestine Institutions 
Federation of Palestine Jews 
Free Sons of Israel 
Habonim 
Hadassah 
Hapoel Hamizrachi 
Ha.shomer Hadati 
Haehomer Hatzair 
Hechalutz 
Histradrut Ivrith 
Independent Order Eri th Abraham 
Independent Order Bri th Sholom 
Intercolleginte Zionist Federation of America 
Israel Corporation of America 
Jewish National Fund 
Jewish National Workers' Alliance 
Je,d sh War Veterans of the u. S. 
Jewish War Veterans - Ladies' Auxiliary 

(more) 



Junior Hadassah 
Junior Mi zrachi 
Masada 
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Mizrachi Organization o! America 
Mi zrachi Women I s Organization 
National Association of Jewish Center Workers 
National Committee for Labor Israel 
National Council of Jewiah Women 
National Counci 1 of Young Israel 
National Federation of Hebrew Teachers 
National Federation of Jewish Men 1 s Clubs of the United 

Synagogue of America 
National Fede rat 1. on of Temple Si sterhood.s 
National Federation of Temple Youth 
National Jewish Welfare Board 
National Women's League of United Synagogue of America 
Palestine Economic Corporation 
Palestine Foundation Fund 
Pioneer Women I s Organization 
Poale Zion - Labor Zionist Organization of America 
Progressive Order of the West 
Rabbinical Assembly of fmerica 
Rabbin1 cal Counc11 of Aii:.e rl ca 
Sephardic Brotherhood of' America 
Synagogue Council of America 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Oongregati on s 
Union of Orthodox Jewt sh Congregation s - Women's l3ranch 
Union of Orthodox Rabbis 
Union of Sephardic Congregations 
Unit 3d Galician Jews of America 
United Galician Jews of America - Women 1s Division 
United Hungarian Jews of America 
United RoG.mania.n Jews of America 
United Synagog~e of .America 
United Zionists - Revisionists 
Women's League for Falestine 
Young Jud ~.ea 
Zionist Organization of America 



RESOLUTIONS AOOFTED AT THE EXTRACIIINARY CONFERENCE CONVENED AT THE 
HOTEL PARK SHERATON, IN NEW YORK CITY, JANUARY 18, 1949, BY THE 

.AMERICAN ZIONISI' EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

• 

l. The .American Jewish organizations attending; rclpresenting the 

vast majority of American Jewry were shocked by the unwarranted military ac­

tivities of the British Government on the borders of Israel. It is regrettable 

that these activities were responsible for the death of British pilots and 

tended to prejudice the pacification efforts of the United Nations and the 

establishment of friendly relations between Israel and its neighbors. It is 

our earnest hope that there will be no further activities of this nature and 

that all parties concerned will refrain from any action that might threaten 

the territorial integrity of Israel and the peace of the Middle East. 

2. The Jewish organizations attending, express their gratitude 

to the President and Government of the United States for the unequivocal 

position taken by them in connection with recent British moves in the Middle 

East. By its insistence that nothing be allowed to interfere with the 

armistice negotiations at Rhodes and that peace between Israel and the Arab 

States must be based on mutual respect of their t erritories, the United 

States has enhanced its position as the leader in the fight for peace and 

justice in the world. 

3. The Jewish organizations attending, send a message of solidar-

ity and encouragement to the people and the Government of Israel. Israel can 

be assured that in the just struggle to maintain its independence and terri­

torial integrity; no less than in the effort to absorb and rebuild the lives 

of all those to whom Israel offers the only hope for a productive life, and 

to consolidate the country on thtbasisof peace, justice and progress, it will 

have the unfailing support of the Jewish community in America. 

4. The Jewish organizations attending , call upon their affiliated 

groups and upon the AJDerican Jewish community in general to continue their 

joint efforts to draw the attention of American public opinion and of the 

leaders of the American people to the need of securing Israel against any 

further attempts to interfere with the attainment of peace, progress and 

territorial stability in the Middle East. 



Olff OI DW YOU 
lDPAJl!MDT 01 OLJ'JII 

902 Brosiwq 
•ew York 10. Jt. t. 

Dr • .Abba Hillel SilTer, Chairaan 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
16 Kaat 66th Street 
Bew Tork 21, Bew York 

Desr Dr. SilTer: 

Jam,ar7 27, 1949 

. I was gla4 to receiTe 7aur o Jam.ar7 24, 
evieh 1949 with reference to ■treet eolicitation 

org~nizationa. 

!he Departmen\ of •~~~ 
the Po l ice Department in 

working closel7 with 
o ~•• reasonable 

e use of eound. t ruca. 
the freedom of piblic 

anizat ione ab4 the 

though effect1Te regulation m><m~ 
We cannot, howner, 1n,erfere 
solicitation enJ01e4 __ iou■ 
act1Tit1ea ot the■e onl7 e restrained b7 an 
8,l)peal euch u 1 

I 
oa1ible. 

, erate with 7ou in eTer7 wq 

Philip Sokol 
5"cial ~eistant Corporation Ooun■el 



MRS. ARCHIBALD SILVERMAN 

210 BLACKSTONE BOULEVARD 

PROVIDENCE 6 , RHODE ISLAND 





ltt.ss Shnl and th Scbnrts 
American Zionist Ellerpney Council 
.342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, New Yark 

dear Iii s Schnrts, 

~bruary 2!t. 1949 

I wonder whether you could give me an idu ot bow 
much progre• ;you are making w1 th the book arxl bow 
long you estimate it will take you to conclude it. 
I should like to s,e the book to press w1 thin 
two months. 

1th all good wishes, I remain 

ost oordi~ y urs, 

ABBA HILLEL SI VE'i 
I\ ISaer 



?RESS REL.EASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
- Associat~d Orga11ziations . 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organizatio11 of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

JOR IMMiQlATE BELEA§i 

DR • .A'Bl3A HILLlL SILVER C0NGBATUL..lTES ISRAEL 

FOR ITS ROLE IN ACHIEVDAEtrr OF ]!X;.YPTI.AU-ISRAELI .ARMISTICE 

LAUDS DR. BUNCHE AND !RIG. Glm1RA.L RILEY FOR 

"NOTABLE P.A.Rrfl TAKEN :SY Tlm( "IN THE CAUSE OF PEACE" 

----
New York, February 25 - Dr, Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the .AJnerican 

Zionist Fmergency Council, today expressed the congratulations of the .American 

Zionist movement to the government of Israel for the successful completi9n of 

the negotiations at Rhodes culminating in the ~tian-Israeli armistice. 

In a wire sent to Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe Shertok, Dr. Silver, in 

behalf of the Council, which represents all official Zionist bodies in the 

United States, lauded the "magnificent stand taken by Israel in pursuit of an 

honorable peace. a 

The Zionist leader expressed the hope that "thi a first armistice which 

consolidates the territorial position of Israel and stretches a hand of peace 

across Israel's borders presage similar agreements with the rest 9f Israel's 

neighbors and result in durable peace and friendship between them." 

Dr. Silver also paid tribute to the role taken during the negotiations at 

Bhodes by the two leading .American figures in the tni Mediation body - Dr. Ralph 

l3unche and l3rig. General lilliam 1. ltiley -- "who labored so hard and so ably 

in the cause of peace." 

The full text of Dr. Silver's wire followst 

(more) 



HON. MOSHE SHER!'OK 
MINI STER O:b' FOREIGN .AFF.AIIlS 
KIBYA, TEL AViV » ISRAEL 

- 2 .. 

OU EfflALF OF THE AHERIC.A.lJ 'ZIONIST l!MERG:ENCY COID.JCIL .AUD ZIOlHSTS OF .AUERICA. 

I lL\VE '::HE HOUOR TO TRA.NSMIT TO YOU .A:JD TO THE GOVEBllMEUT Al: D IDPLE OF IS 

OUR HEARTFll.T COHGRATUl..lJ\TICUS OH THE HISTORIC ACHIEVID.00?:r OF THE IDYP'l:IA.U-ISRAELI 

ARMISTICE. 

WE ARE HAPPY O'TER TH~ HOT.ABLE P.A.Rr TAKEU IU THE ARMISTICE l EGOTIATIOUS BY 

THE MEMBERS OF THE ISR!\.ELI DELlG.ATI U AT RID DES .AUD BY OUR TWO FlliLOW CIT! ZENS 

ACTIUG UUITED NXf.'101 S MEDIATOR DR. RALFH :m.mcHE .AUD BRIG.A.DIER GEtJERAL WILLIAM E. 

RILEY mro HAVE LABORED so HARD Al~D so ABLY IlJ THE CAUSE OF PE.ACE. 

THE M.AGNIFICEUT S':i:Al-JD TAKE.J BY ISR~ IN PURSUIT OF .AH HONORABLE PEACE IS 

WORTHY TO T.AY~ ITS PL.A.CE .ALOl~GSIDE ITS HERO! C DEEDS IDRil G THE flARc MAY THIS 

FIRST ARMISTICE WHICH COIJSOLID.AT.ES THE TERRITORIAL POSITIOlJ OF IS.RA.BL .AND 

STRErCH.ES A H.Alill OF PEACE ACROSS I SRA.EL'S :BOPDERS PRESAGE Sit' CLAR .AGREEI.fElJTS 

WITH THE ST CF ISRAEL I S UEIGRBOHS AUD RESULT IU DUBABL.E PEACE AUD FRIEi.-DSHIP 

:B Er WEEH T Hll1. 

#339 - 2/25/49 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, CHA.Iill.iAlJ 
.AMEIUCAr ZIONIST E1~GEJCY COUNCIL 

_.,..30 ..... 
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MK55/IVG915 VIA MACl<AYRADIO 

TELAVIV 47/45 27 1930 ISRGOVT 

DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER CHAIRMAN ZIONIST EMERGE ICY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE EWYORKCITY 

LS/192 DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR YOUR MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIO SON 

OCCASION OF CONCLUSION OF ARMISTICE WITH EGYPT STOP YOUR 

APPRAISAL OF ITS FARREACHI 'G SIGNIFICA CE HAS CAUSED US ALL 

GREAT SATISFACTION STOP CORDIAL GREETI GS 

MOSHE SHERTOK 



I 

Uarch 4, 1949 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Kr. Harr., steinberg 
American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, New York 

111' dear Friem 1 

Thank you so much ror the mmrandum which you sent me. 
I ree with your reasoning and I lr01 d 8\lggest that 70u 
explore tl-\e s tu."l.tion further. I s. ou ld llkA to ha'Vlt 
sor,e more into:nnati n about, the group of women - how 
maey are there, who are its leaders, what hav~ they been 

oing and whnt are they interest ci 1n doing, and to what 
extent aro the7 prepared to become a real fighting unit? 

Very cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
A1IS1er 



MniORANDUM 

TO, DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

DOM; HARRY S'rEIN~ 

In view of the present internal di!ficult1ea which aeem to have beaet 
.American Zionism and have had repercuaaiona on the world scene, (or vice 
veraa) I ahould like to offer the following observation and suggestion: 

It ia obviously a coalition of Me.pai-JDO-Zioniat Mal.contents-Hadasaah 
fore ea which ia trying to embarrass and unseat the present Zioni t leader­
ship, each for reaaona o! it1 ovn. Equally apparent 11 the tact that at 
this atage of the game it 1a exceedingly difficult if not impossible tor 
u1 to change the thinking of Mapai, JDC, and the malcontents within. A.a 
far as the latter ia concerned, I know that our leadership will do what 
it can to trounce them properly at the proper time, and I, tor one, have 
every contidence that this can be done. 

However, a vicior, tor the ZOA administration at its next convention, 
no matter how overwhelming, will not au:tfice. The world aspects of the 
strucgle, particularly aa the7 affect fund-raising, will not be changed 
by auch a viotor7 alone. 

ror 1ome time now I have been perauaded that Hadasaah holds the key to 
the solution to man7 of our major problems. Had Hadassah not sabotaged the 
ZOA, had it not given encouragement and support to your enemies, we would 
today not be in the position we !ind ourselves. Much talk has been bruited 
about a• to how to deal with Hadaasah 1 but to the beat ot my knowledge no 
action ot an, kind baa been taken which would make Hadaasah think twice 
before activei, Joining the opposition. 

Hadaaaah remains tree to puraue its present course aa long as it can auffer 
no repriaal■, as long as its poaition cannot be threatened. Its nonaenae 
would immediatel1 come to an end, however, once its leaders were convinced 
that the ZOA can do harm to it to the same extent,(if not greater) that it 
1a harming the ZOA. Talk ot 1etting up a rival group to Hadaasah ahould 
immediately be translated into action. It ia long overdue. 

Thia new group - ( call it JEWISH WOMEN roR TSIA.IJ., or WOMEN'S DIVISION, IOA) 
ahould be provided with funds until it gets on its teet ao that it can take 
the limelight awe, from Hada■ aah. It should aponaor all aorta of drives 
which will give it publicity - and its program in Isrs.el ahould alao be along 
lines of social welfare. It should become an integral. part of the Zionist 
Movement. 

I feel confident that the proper leadership can be found which will take over 
auch an organization and make it tick. Once auch an organization ahowa evidence• 
ot making atrid••• I believe tle priaent Hadaasah ldadership will ■ing • 
dit:t erent tune. 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: OR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

J'ROM: HARRY STEI BERO March 9, 1949. 

Following our talk of yesterday, I send this as a cl8J"ification 
o! some aspects of the project under diacuasion including whatever differ­
ences of opinion which seem to exist as to procedure and strategy. 

At the out aet I should like to state that I was not a part of 
any of the previoua diacuasiona or attempts to organize either a Women's 
Division or an opposition group within Hadaasah, and exn therefor perhapa 
not aa well acquainted with the bac~ground of this undeirtalting aa I 
should be. Also, in submitting to you the original memo on this subject 
I did not visualize this as a project for m,seU, for obvious reaaona. 
I shall continue to explore the matter for aa long as you deem desirable, 
but I feel we will be soon reaching the st.age where we will need the 
services of a profeasional woman director on a full-time baaia. (Indeed, 
two names have already been auggeated for the post.) 

My statement that a nucleus existed for the new organization -
peeple oppoaed to the present Hadasaah leadership~ was baaed on information 

• I received from the Torczyner brothers, and Joe Greenleaf. In my talk• 
with th••• men they have mentioned such names aa Mrs. Dora Inselbuch, 
Mrs. Birnbaum of Newark, Mra. Sol Collins of P0 rtcheater, Mrs. M1lton 
Lukaahok of New York City, Mrs. Bose Bender of Philadelphia, Mrs. Louis 
Schwefel (at present in Israel), and possibly Mrs. Roae Jacobs. Several 
other names were also mentioned but more significant than the names 11 the 
conviction on the part of theae men that there ia a aubstantia.l latent 
opposition witbd.n the ranka which ha• not come to the surface and that 
once aome sort of organized opposition ia fonned literally hundreds of 
women will :flock to the new banner. 

As to the fonnula for proceeding - while my memo dealt only with 
the aubJect of a rival organization, I did not mean to dismiss the 
possibility of an op oaition within Hadaaaah, such aa a Committee To 
Democratize Hadasaab. Our main obJective aa I see it - and as I pointed 
out in my memo - ia to bring the H&daaaah leaderahip into line ao as to 
aupport the ZOA leadership in both Zionist and Jewish affairs generally. 
Wh•ther thia can beat be done by the creation of a rival group or by 
an internal opposition - or by a combination of such groups working in 
close cooperation. ia a matter :tor aerioua thought am one on which we 
should have ~he benefit of your viewa. None of us here ia preps.red to 
aaaume the reapoaaibility for auch a deoiaion. 

I must add that I was quite impressed with some of the argument, 
of the Torczyner boya who feel that an oppoaition group ia preferable, 
for several reasons: (1) Hadassah is already a large working ••~nap 
with considerable prestige in the u.s. end votea in the Congre••• To 
neutralize or win over thia group, even partilllly, would constitute a 
maJor victor,. (2) Hadaaaah haa many vulnerable chapters which can be 
"cracked"• ( 3) Tne time •1-at: intenaive work within Hadaaaah will 
produce reaults quicker than can be gotten by building up a rival setup 



which of necessity entails a long.range operation. (4) Assuming our 
obJoctive ia aitained, what do we do with tho new group which has been 
created?O Point 2, of course, remains to be proven.) 

I should like to add a personal observation which in the final 
analysis will determine the success or failure of this entire project, 
aa well aa it will, iodeed, detonnine the future course of the ZOA itself. 
I speak of the obvious lack of enthusiasm and the gradual deterioration 
of morale which is besetting our people, even those who ere closest to 
the administration. Aa one of them put it: "I don't mind fighting but I 
want to know just what it ia I am fighting for. I want to know what is 
going to happen to the ZOA itself • .And I want to know whether our leaders 
are going to fight with us. " ....• 'ti'here is no point in doing much with 
Hadaasah unless we are going to fight and win inside the ZOA." Such an 
attitude is becoming quite common among the ZOA personnel itself and I 
cannot overemphasize the importance of correcting this attitude. 

My suggestion at this point is that on your next trip East you 
meet with the Torczyner brothers, Joe Greenleaf A.Dd with Sidney Marks for 
a thorough talk on this matter. If you wish, I shall be glad to arrA.Dge 
auch a meeting. I em confident that from this meeting there can emerge 
renewed optimism and a better fighting spirit without which no victories 
can be won on 81J1 fronts. For it ia these men and severe.l others like them 
who are in the position to make the initial contacts with the women leaders 
before these women know preciael7 what their taata are to be so that -they 
may carry on on their own. 

Meanwhile, I am acheduled to meet ag in with Jactt,ues Torczyner 
and J 0 e Greenleaf on Friday at 4 ;00 to diacuaa this matter further. 

Kindest persooal. regards. 



AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 

4'i EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date March 11, 1949 . 

From Harry Stei.nberg 

Harry Shapiro informs me that Mrs. Hannah Kirschner of Ne.sh'tille, 
Tennessee, fonner president of the Southeast Region of Hadasseh, 
and one who still enjoys a considerable following, is 10~ with · 
us. Mrs. Kirschner is a friend of Mortimer May. Then, of course, 
there is L1rs. Abe Goodman of Miami Beach Had.assah. 

Jacques Torezyner he.s just phoned to postpon1e the meeting which 
had been scheduled for today with him and Greenleaf. 

Kindest regards. 



• 

AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 

41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel ~ilver Date ch 11, 1949. 

From Harry teinberg 

In the event you have not seen it, I call your at,ention to the 
article in the Jewish Chronicle, of London, England, dated March 4. 

The article which appear on page 13, as a Letter from l ew York, 
under the heading THE U.S. FUND-RAISI G COl "ROVERSY, authored by 
"Americanus", gives a resume of the controversy .which is com­
pletely biased against you. 

Particularl.y invidious is the fol 1 owing& "One weird rumour, evid­
ently considered to h ve so e plausibility, as it came up at an 
official Zionist conference, was that Dr. Silver had devoted 

3,000,000 ot U.P.A. money to the buying up of sheka11m (necessary 
for Zionist Congress voting) in order to pack the Zionist Congress 
with his supporters." 



i 

Ur. Harry Steinberg 
American Christian Palestine ColllDittee 
41. East 42nd Street 
!Mm York 17, New York 

~ doar Friends 

llarch 14, 1949 

Thank you for your note ot Karch 11th and tor the intornation 
about the article in the Jewish Chronicle of London. I would 
suggest that you have aa.oeone in the o.t"fice inlned:f.ately NDd 
a rep~ by air mail. Pleaee let • know whether this baa 
been attended to. 

Ploase let rue lmow also \1hwn you will hold the me«1t,ing nth 
Torczy-.oer and Greenleaf' and what co~e out of it.. 

ith all good ,vishes, I rema,n 

Most cordially youra1 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
.AHS1er 



CONFIDENTIAL MBMORANDUM 

TO; OR. ASBA HILLEL SILVER March 16, 1949. 

FROM; HARRY S'rEINBERG 

Regarding the matter under diacuasion, upon receipt of your note I contacted 
both Torczyner and Greenlee.! for the purpose of setting a date to explore 
the matter turther. 

Both of these men - &a you already know. are at this point gravely concerned 
over the situation within the ?J:JA and are very reluctant to become involved 
in a peripheral struggle, vital though they recognize it to be, unless the 
future of the ZOA itself ia first resolved. To awnmarize their views: unless 
Dr. Silveria prepared to become a candidate for the presidency they feel 
they would be embarking on a project which may become abortive. This appre­
hension, they feel, ia particularly valid in connection with the women's 
proJect because it ia the kind of struggle which will hc'l.Ve to be waged 
over a period lasting many months. 

Both Torczyner and Grealeat. who are working he.rd at. the moment to ensure 
the aucceaa of the Monday night affair - are anxious for the opportunity 
to diacuaa this matter with you on your next trip to New York. 

Assuming that we shall be forced, at least temporarily, to discount the 
aasiatance of these men, and perhaps others who are similarly minded, 
it might be well to give consideration to th• hiring of a wonan professional. 
worker acquainted with the workings of Hada ssah to l ook fully into the 
matter for ua on a aub roaa baaia. I underst and from Sidney Marks that there 
11 a young woman who may be available for euch a project, and, also, that 
the matter of funds for her can be worked out. Thia professional worker 
could more freely follow up any "leads" we may have for her as well aa dig 
up others on her own. She might also look into the matter of an eu.liance 
with the Women's League for Palestine, should you consider that strategy 
more :feasible. 

K1ndest regards. 
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BRONX ZIONI~T REGION 
_OF THE 

ZIONIST ORGAlUZ.ATION OF AMERICA 

Rabbi ,Abba Hillel Silver 

40 West Burnside Avenue 
The Bronx 53, New York 

March 16, 1949 

Chair.man ~rican Zionist E~rgency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Silver~ 

I respectful~y attach herewith resolutions passed by the 
members of the Executive Committee of the Bronx Zionist Region 
which represents a comm.mi ty of Jews numbering over 600,000 
and which has played a significant role in the politicnl bvttle 
for Israel. 

As Zionists, it is our intention to go fon, 3rd with all our 
activities, and to redouble our efforts in behalf of the State 
of Israel. 

DM;il 

Very respectfully yours, 

/ s/ David Mosko,litz 
President 



The Executive Committee of the Bronx Zionist Region at its regular 
meeting held March 14, 1949, having given earnest consideration 
to recent developments in the Zionist MoveJJlent in this country 
adopted the following resolution, 

1. We wholeheartedly and unqualifiedly endorse the resolution 
adopted at the extraordinary z.o.A. Conference held on February 13, 
1949 at the Astor Hotel in New York expressing full confidence in 
and support of Dr. Emanuel Ue'llmEll n, President of the Z.O • .A.. and 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairmon of the .American Zionist Emergency 
CO\lncil and of the policies they have pirsued in relation to the 
controversy involving the United Palestine Appeal and the United 
Jewish Appeal. 

2. We support the stand taken by Dr. Neumann and Dr. Silver 
at the recent meeting of the ~xecutive of the Jewish Agency 
and approve their resignations therefrom. 

3. We express our solidarity with the people of Israel and 
particularly with those of our brothers and sisters who are yet 
to come there. We realize that they muat have the fullest 
financial support of the .American Jewish comnuni ty which can 
best manifest itself thrcugh a successful Uni t~d Jewish Appeal. 
Accordingly, in their interests and in the interest of the 
welfare of Israel we pledge •urselves and urge our entire 
Region membership to exert their best endeavors to make the 
United Jewish Appeal of 1949 an unprecedented success. 

4. Copies of these resolutions are to be forwarded to Dr. Neumann, 
Dr. Silver, Mr. Berle Locker of the Jewish Agency Executive, to 
Judge Morris Bothenberg, Acting Chairman of the United Palestine 
Appeal, to Prime Minister Ben Qurion, and Foreign Minister Mo&he 
Sharet of Israel. 



-• AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date March 23, 1949 

From Harry Steinberg 

The enclosed material, which I assume you have already seen, 

came to my attention today. Not having noticed any publicity on this 

resoluticn. I telephoned Mr. Barbarash to inquire as to what had been 

done. He informed me that the resolution was to be printed in the 

forthcoming issue of the "Nev, Palestine". I then suggested that as 

a minimum it should also appear in the Yiddish press and Mr. ~arba.rash 

said that he would talce care of the matter. I also called David 

t/Dakowitz to find out why greater publicity has not been given to this 

action in the Br0nx. He replied that he assumed that the ~r0nx region 

personnel would handle the matter properly, that "someone missed the 

ball" and that he would telephone the Bronx office to rectify matters. 

I al so suggested to Mr. Moskowitz that copies be mailed to all of the 

members of the .Am~rican Section and he said that this would be done. 

It is my suggestion that th Z.O.A. personnel be alerted for such 

matters so that proper publicity oan be given imilor action at the time 

of their occurrence. 

Kinde st regards. 

HS:LD 
Enc. 



• Harry ste·nberg 
342 adison Avenue 

York• Jew ork 

r.ar . Ste nberg a 

April. l.l• lj49 

I believe that t as you o brought to my attention tJ• 
article hich ,ppeared n the l,.ondon J sh Chronicle, which 
was so erc,ssly distortional or the ~ c s • onnection with 
the recent JA controversy. Rabbi Fe er ta reply. Do 
you know ther that reply has appeared in the Chronicle? 

th cl.l ,ood shes, I remain 

Very cordially ours, 

A A 



Life-Givi"{l Aid for a 

Life-Savi"{l Couse 

AMEI\JC;AN I\Ell MClGEN IJCJVlll Flll\ PALESTINE, Inc. 
IN SUPPORT OF SRAEL'S FIRST AID AGENCY 

Sponsored by llnoi Zion 

2 2 5 WEST 57th STREET NEW YORK 19, N. Y. Plaza 7-7973 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

April 12, 1949 

It gives me pleasure to enclose a copy of the first issue 
of the RED MOOEN DOVID NEVIS, which has just come off the 
press. 

I am sure that, as a member of our National Board of Sponsors, 
you will be interested in seeing this publication, which re­
flects the expanding activities of our organization here and 
of our parent body in Israel, the Magen David Adom. 

The paper is being mailed to more than 200,000 throughout 
the United States, including our members, key leaders and ex­
ecutives in national and local organizations, editors, news 
and radio commentators, libraries, etc. 

With warm appreciation for your interest in our cause, and 
with kindest personal regards, I am 

ZJF:EH 
Encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

Z&lam~. Friedman 



. .. · .. 

PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
, Asso&iated Organizations 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zio~ist Org~nization of ,:\m~rica-Poale Zion 
Ullli.ted Zio~sts-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (Umted Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

.AUlliIC.PJl ZIOIHSTS 'JILL CEL:IB:3.A.TE FIRST .AlUJIVERSARY 

OF ISRAEL'S IlJDU'ElIDEi:CE OU MAY 4 

............ 

CELEBRATION WILL FEATURE llUS!C.AL .AlJD SPEAKERS PROGRAM 

AT CARl~E.GIE HALL ; IIIEMBEHS 0], HEW YORK PHILHA..1tUOUIC ORC· TR.A. 

WILL BE LED BY IZLE.R SOLOMOlJ, GUEST COUDUCTOR OF IS.RAEL P:IIL:{ARMOlHC ORCHESTRA 

............... 

Ne York ..... The Ar.ierica.'l Zionist Emergency Council announced today that 

the first ~'lni versary of I :c;rael I s statehood ,vill be celebrated in the United States 

on May 4th. The :lc..te -- correspond.ing to the 5th day of the r.:ionth Iyar on the 

Hebrew c::1.le_1dar -- has been designated by the Israeli Government as the official 

t lme of the am1i versRTy eel eb-rat ion . 

The Council, ,1hich is the public relationn spokesman for all official 

Zionist parties in the Tnl ted States, will stage a number of events of celebration 

on that day,. Chief a110ng them . will be a nusicnl program nnd meeting 3.t Cn.rncgie 

H 11 on tho ven i.ng of LD~-" 4tho 

It 1 as been no ced th t 75 mer1bers of the Uew York Philharmonic Orchestra 

will perfonn a program, ~ui t ble to the celebration, under the baton of Izler 

Solomon~ conductor of the Columbus Philhn.rmonic Orchestra I.:r . Solomon: ho will 

lc3.Yo for I srnel on the followinc dey, was the c est conductor of tho Israel 

Phi lhannonic Orc~estra last sumner at the time ,;,hen tho Jer7ish St9-t e proclaimed 

its independenceo D.iring the e+even weeks he spent in Israel, Mr. Solomon 

co:idu~ted thirty-three concerts. He took his orchestra to army camps and played 

(more) 



- 2 ... 
• • 

for combat troops in the field, within earshot of enemy lines. 

The Vinaver Chorus. well-known Hew York choral group, ,-.,ill sing a number 

of tradi ~ional Hebrew melodies. The chorus will be led by Chemjo Vinaver, its 

director. 

In addition to the musical portion of the program, there will be fea~ured 

se-reral important addresses by ~eriean, Israeli and United Uations leaders. 

:or. Abba Hillel Silver, ~hairman of the Council, will deliver one of the main 

addresses of the evening. 

It has been disclosed that officials of the Israeli Government and members 

of all Unit~d Uations delegations have been invited to be present as guests of 

the Council. 

- 30. 

4J,343 - 4/13/ 49 
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Ur. Harry SteinbPrg 
An1erican Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison ftVenue 
New York 171 New York 

Uy dear Mr. Steinberg, 

ay u, 1949 

I would appreciate very much if you would have all the iaauea 
ot "Palestine Atf'air.- bound for me, as nll aa the i•sua• ot 
•Palestine•. I would like to keep them in a permanent tom 
in my library. 

I would also appreciate it you would collect all the important 
publications issued by the Americm Zioni t Emergency Council 
andhave them bound in aome f'orm. I realize that, the ae brochures 
and pamphlets were ot dif'terent sizes. Neverthelea•, you JD81' 
devise some form whereby they may be bound together. 

1th all good wishes, I remain 

llost cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER AHS1er 



• • • .. ,. 
Press Release from: 
A.MERI CAU ZIOlJIST COlITJCIL 
342 Uadison Avenue 
New York 17, IT . Y~ 
MU. 2-1160 

FOR Ii.H{EDIATE RELEASE 

DR • .ABBA HILLEL SILVER HAILS AD'UISSIOlJ OF ISRAEL 

TO THE TJlIITED l~ATIOUS 

- - ........ 

EXPRESSES G I'l'UDB OF AMER! C.AU ZIOlHST dOV-~/iFJ.~ 

TO 37 ITATIOIJS \T.dO VO'i1ED FOR tSF.AE.1 1 S El:TRY IIT \70PLD ]ODY 

.. _____ __ 

New Yor .. c, May 12 -- Greeting tl· e admission of Israel to membership jn the 

United nations, Dr., Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the American Zionist CoLlncil, 

today hailed this event as 11 the fulfillment of an historic chppter in internation­

al justice., 11 

In a statement issued in behalf of the .American Zionist Council, which is 

the political spokesman for all official Zionist groups in this country, the 

distinguished Zionist leader expressed the gratitude of the Council to the 

"thirty-seven m€mber nations who voted in favor of Israel• s afuninsion to UU mem­

bership n 

Paying special tribute to Israel on its election as the 59th member of the 

United naiions, Dr. Silver stated: "Having estal>li shed their Government in accord­

ance with a decision of the General Assembly of the United Uatiors, the heroic 

people of Israel endured the most bitter sacrifices to preserve their state and 

endow it with the full meaning of their ideals 0 The present victory, con~1IDIDated 

under terms of peace and honor 0 is a tribute to the loyalty, fortitude and strength 

of the revitalized Jewish nation." 

The full text of Dr~ Silver• s statement follows: 

"With the admission of Israel to membership in the United nations• the 
(more) 
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world has witnessed the fulfillment of an historic chapter in international ,justice. 

Having established the right to self-government through its own strength and high 

moral prece_pts, Israel will no1iv assume its rightful place as a member of that g reat 

international organization. 

11 Tlie Zioni.st movement in the United States, which has :1 l~yec.l a significant 

role in the fulfillment of Zi.oni st hopes and lonf;ings , exp--:es~er; its gratitude to 

the tL~rt~r-seven member nations who voted in favor of Is:r ?.e1 1 s admission to UN 

memoership . It is especla.ll~r gratj fy:i .. ng to know that it wns the unanimity of the 

n2.~i ons of the West and the E3.st on this issue t hat ar sln-e,1 !srFtel 1 s entry in the 

i.':o'i·ld body. Their decision represents a conc1·ete ac1 .,ievc ')lent ,1hich vrl.11 forever re­

d0und to the good name of the United nations o~"'ganizatiJno 

"It is not inappropriate, at t }ds th1e, to recnl l t lle lone a!ld bitter strng-

gle undertaken by the _ J e ,ish }Jeop1e to -. ,i.n for t1.1emselves t he rigLt to a free and 

independent stat ehoodo Havin~ est~ )l :i shed t hef r Govel'n- 1ent in acco~df'1~1ce with a 

decision of the Genernl .Assembly of t 1Je 7..,.n:i.tr>d. :;Jq,tj_0:1 s,., the herolc peog) e of Israel 

endured the most bitt er sacrif .l ces to p1:eservetl:efr state ~:nd e!u'low it nith the f11ll 

meaning of their ideals. The present victory~ c or..sni~mated u::der te.r.rns of peace nnd 

honor, . is a tribute to t h e loynlt~·. f oruit1.1.d.e and stren(th of the revit alized. Jeni sh 

nation~ 

'1At this moment:, the Zionist 1}0v e11cnt in t,,e Uni. t ea. States s ends its most 

heartfelt felic itations to the y,co_,,lo o~: Inrael rind tL.e:i.r rcprenen. t..n.tives in the 

Governmen·c of Isr:).eJ.., In t ~1 · s - theil" hour of trinJT,1,h __ , we Join ·.nth t hem in 

accomp.1. i. sbmcnt in their ne,1 position ;Js nn eq11 ~11 ::1e1:1be't' in the rmr ld trj.b ,m.a.l of 

tt;;:be United Uations 9 by thi.s climt1ctic stroke of }·, ··.story? has comrnltted. an act 

c~usC'r Israelis adraj_ssion to eaur,.l 1:1embe~sL:lJ> in t i,j. s .tnte,r:'l.a!;ion'JJ. b, oy wilJ ., we 

f2 :>::. 9 ne w :pave the way for the attallment of peace, sec1Jr:ty and stabil ity in the 

• d "1 E t 11 Mi c....1. e as • 
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PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Associated Organziations 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

Al:JUOlflJCEMENT 

This Council formally announces that in accordance with a decision 
adopted at a. recent meeting of its plenum the name of this organization bas 
been changed to .AMERIO.AU ZIONIST COUHCIL. 

Adopting a repo~t by a special Scope Committee, whose function it 
was to re-define the: iuture work end scope of the Council, the plenum 
accordingly announced t he following decisions: 

1. That the Council would continue to be the political and public 
relations spokesman for the official Zionist movement in the United States. 

2a That it would be constituted by proportional representation 
from a11 of the American Zionist parties. These are: Zionist Organization 
of America; Hadassah; Mizrachi Organization of .America; Labor Zionist Organi­
zation of Junerica-Poale Zion: United Zionists-Revisionists of .America: 
Hashomer . Hatzair: United La'hor Zionist Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion). 

3. That the Council 1s name henceforth will be .AMERICAN ZIOlUST 
COUNCIL. 

4. That the permanent officers of the Council will be: Chairman, 
Vice-Chatrman, Secretary and Treasurer. 

5. That elections of these officers will be held an.~ually at its 
May meeting. The nomination of. candidates for office will be made through 
the instrumentality of a Uominations Committee, composed of membe ... s of 
each of the constituent parties. 

The Council further disclosed that a Nominations Committee was 
appointed by Dr~ Abba.Hillel Silver, its chairman, and that the election 
of officers would be held at the next session of the plenum scheduled at 
the end of this month. 
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PRESS RELEASE Constituent Organizations 

Zionist Organization of America 
Hadassah from AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. 

MUrray HIii 2-1160 

Mizrachi Organization of America 
Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poole Zion 
Zionists-Revisionists of America 
Hashomer Hanair 
United Labor Zionist Party 4 26 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ZIOUIST BODY AHUOUIJCFS ELECTIOU OF PRAESIDIUM OF FOUR TO SUCCEED 

DR • .ABBA HILLEL SILVER AS CH.AI:EtM.AlJ OF AMERICAN iroITIST COUNCIL 

- - _, - .. 
DR. SILVER tnlAlH AOUSLY ELECTED HOlIORARY CHAIRMAN OF COUUCIL 

- - .. - -
Now 1ork, June 17 -- The .American Zionint Council a11nounced today that a 

praesidium of four has been elected to succeed Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as chairman 

of the eouncil. The praesidium - which is composed or Benjamin G. Browdy, acting 

president of the Zionist Organization of .America; Mr~. Judith Epstein, former 

president of Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organizntion of America; Baruch 1uckerman, 

presiden~ of the Labor Zionist Organization of America - Poale Zion; and Rabbi 

Joseph H. Lookatoin 1 professor at Yeshiva University and leader of the Mizrachi 

Organization of .America - will serve until September of the.current year, at ~hich 

time the permanent leadership of the Council ~111 be chosen. 

Dr. Silver wac eJ.ected honorary chairman by a unanimous vote, and a resolu­

tion expressing the gratitude of the Council for "the eminent service rendered to 

the Zionist. cause" by the distinguished Zionist leader was unanimously adopted by 

the Council. 

The selection of a praesidium had been recommended by the Nominations Com­

mittee of the Council, which, in accordance ,ith the new constitution of that body, 

had convened to nominate a slate of new officers for the forthcoming twelve months. 

Dr. Silver ha~ previously declined to be a candidate for the chairmanship during 

the next term. 

(more) 
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In its report, the Nominations Committee recommended that a praesidium 

be instituted for the next three months; at the expiration of this period the 

pennanent leadership of the Council will be determined. 

The A~erican Zionist Council, which is the official spokesman for all 

Zioni~t groups in the United States, is composed of: Zionist Organization of 

America; Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America; Labor Z1.onist 

Organization of America - Peale Zion; Mizrachi Organization of America; United 

Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion); Hnshomer Hatzair; and Zionists­

Revisionists of America. 

The full text of the Nominations Committee's report follows: 

"RESOLVED that a praesidium consisting of four individuals with equal 

status and joint aut!'lority be designated for a period of three months, at the 

expiration of which the pennanent leadership of the Council will be determined. 

The four individuals nominated by the Nominations Committee are: Mr. Benjamin 

G. Browdy, Mrs. Judi th Epstein, Mr. Baruch Zuckerman and Rabbi Joseph H. Look­

stein. 

"In recogni tic)n and appreciation of the eminent service rendered to the 

Zionist cause by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as Chairman of the American Zionist 

Emergency Council, the Nominations Committee unanimously resolves that Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver be elected Honorary Chairman of the American Zionist Council." 

- 30 -
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HERE DO YOU ST AND 
ON THIS ISSUE? 

1917 
Area originally de,ig­

nated a, the Jeu,i,h Na­

tional Home in Pale,tine. 

45,000 ••••re ■iles 

1922 
Areo of Palestine follow­

ing the amputation of 

Transjordan by Great 

Britain. 

10,000 square miles 

1947 
Area of the State of Israel 

as set up by the partition 

decision o/ the United 

Nations. 

5,678 square miles 

1948 
Area of the State of Israel 

under the proposed Ber­

nadotte plan. 

2, 180 sq11re ■iles 

The 1948 platform of the Democrati.o----Party 

states: "We approve the claims of the State of Israel 

to the boundaries set forth in the United Nations 

Resolution of November 29 and consider that modifi­

cation ther·eof should be made only if fully acceptable 

to the State of Israel." 

There was every reason to believe that this dec­

laration-and our Government's leadership in bring­

ing about the United Nations partition decision of 

November 29, 1947-represented American policy on 

Israel. Nevertheless, Secretary of State Marshall has 

urged acceptance ''in their entirety" of the unjust 

territorial changes proposed in the Bernadotte re­

port. No justification of this sudden and unwarranted 

reversal of policy has been offered by the Adminis­

tration. 

A glance at the last of these maps, depicting 

Israel's size under the proposed Bernadotte plan, 

makes it obvious that this pitifully small territory 

cannot absorb the hundreds of thousands of Jewish 

refugees who must emigrate there; nor can it provide 

for Israel's normal growth and development. 

Is this what you had in mind, Mr. President? 

If this is not what you had in mind, ,ve respect­

fully submit that you should say so now, since the 

Bernadotte proposals are at this very moment under 

discussion by the United Nations General Assembly 

and its decision will be largely determined by the at­

titude of the American Government. 

Which is it, Mr. President? The policy which you 

have stated in the past, which determined our Gov­

ernment's stand in November, 1947 and which is 

also the declared policy of your party-or the policy 

most recently expressed by Mr. Marshall, which is 

in violent contradiction to it? 

We respectfully await your answer. 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue New York 17, N. Y. 
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TORK HERA r.;D TR11t1~1. WEn ESDAY, ~EPTEMBEJt 29, 194 8 • 

ADVEltTJHM ENT ADVE&TIH 

NO THIRD PAR·TITION 

J .,. a udden bul' t of peed, the British 
Go\'emment and our Admini tration are seek­
ing to bring about the earliest adoption of the 
la~t Bernadotte propo. al on Pale tine by the 
General A embly of the nited Nations. 
The Bernadotte report recommend that the 
regeY, con~i ting of two-thil'd of the State 

of Israel a et up by the United ations 
Resolution of ovember 29, 1947, should be 
torn away from I rael and handed over to the 
Arab invader , preferably Tran jordan. It 
also proposes that Jerusalem be placed under 
United Nation control, without any corridor 
connecting it with Israel. 

These proposals were put forward by 
Count Bernadotte merely a a ba is for dis­
cu ion, a hi report make clear. However, 
both Foreign Secretary Bevin and Secretary 
of State Mar ha11 have chosen to ignore that 
fact and have urged acceptance of the Berna­
dotte plan in toto. The rea on for this blanket 
endorsement and for their haste in trying to 
achieve the immediate adoption of the plan 
is transparent. It would seem that the British 
Foreign Office, who e longstanding hostility 
to the Jewish state has produced a lamentable 
record of deceit, is currently trying to make 
capital out of the a a ination of Count 
Bern dotte-;md our tate Department is 
collaborating. The:v are attempting to rail­
i·oad Count R rn: rlott ' 1,brn tht·ough th~ 
G~neral As embl:v-as a monument lo hi!! 
memory-while hi tragic death is still fresh 
in the public mind. 

Such · exploitation of a criminal act, 
committed by outlaws whom the State of 
Israel is trying to hunt down and root out, 
is what we have come to expect of Mr. Bevin's 
Foreign Office. But it is unworthy of our 
country and it traditions of justice. We do 
not think we are asking too much when we 
call upon the United States Government to 
deal with the Bernadotte proposals solely on 
their merits and quite apart from the tragedy 
of September 17. 

An Unjust, Unworkable Plan 

When viewed objectively and dispassion­
ately, we believe that the Bernadotte plan is 
manifestly unju t and unworkable. Bv cut­
ting away the Negev from Israel, th; plan 
would reduce the Jewi h tate in size by no le 
than 3,800 square miles, while a mere 420 
quare miles of rocky and hil1y western Galilee 

would be added to it "in compensation." Thus, 
the entire State of Israel would consist of 
appro~mately 2,400 square miles-a tiny 
area incapable of absorbing and supporting 
the hundreds of thousands of Jewish i·efugees 
who are desperately seeking migration to 
Israel. 

Moreover, if it were removed from Israel 
the Negev would be doomed to remain a 
desert wasteland; for the Jew alone are 
prepared to make it habitable by costly and ex­
~ensive irrigation projects- omething which 
l not to be expected from King Abdullah, 
whose 35,000 square mile are largely under­
populated and uncultivated. 

OF PALESTINE 
Not to be overlooked al:so is the fact that 

eutting away the Negev would deprive Israel 
of the waters and minerals of the Dead Sea 
od thereby seal off an important avenue fo1· 
erx>nomic development which the new stale 
aorely needs. It would also deprive I rael 
of access to the Red Sea and render it ex• 
tremely difficult for Israel to engage in com­
•rce with the Far East and with Africa. 

Perhaps one of the real reasons why it i 
ntW proposed to take the Negev from Israel 
aad hand it over to Britain's puppet, Abdul• 
lah. is to be found in recent reports of oil 
dtpolits in that area. Surely the industry of 
Israel could use such a fuel reserve without 
1111aining forever at the mercy of British­
Arab production in Iraq. 

Last year our State Department argued 
in~ United Nations that the Negev should 
bennoved from the Jewish state area. After 
tbl Je\'\-ish Agency agreed to the tran fer of 
Iii.We portions of the Negev to the Arab state, 
tbl bte Department ceased its agitation. On 
Nwmiber 22, 1947, Herschel V. Johnson, our 
dellgate to the United Nations, declared: "We 
thlakthat the Jewish Agency has made, from 
ita point of view, an equitable and fair pro. 
i,ai and whatever reservation the United 
St&il delegation -maintains with respect to 

a (the Negev) is withdrawn." 

nything happened since .. ovember 
1, to warrant a change of this clearly-

exp attitude on the question of the 
Neg., Why, then, should our Government 
be ~ rty to the late t British attempt to 
crip}' Israel? 

The Jerusalem Proposal 

The Bernadotte proposal regarding Jeru­
salem ii aurely the most unr«!alistic of state­
ments when viewed against the background 
of recent events in the Holy City. After hav­
ing re.PUiled the wanton attacks of the British­
led, Biitiah-supplied Arab LE•gion and afte1· 
having endured months of ~iege and priva­
tion, the Jews of Jerusalem will hardly con­
sent to leave their city unprotected in the 
midst of hostile Arab surro.undings, uncon­
nected with the State of Israel, and with no 
greater Beeurity for life and property than 
would be forthcoming from the nominal "con­
trol" of the United Nations. The Jews of 
Jerusalem. and of Israel know only too well 
what It means to be dependent on Arab re­
spect fo~ United Nation authority. The al­
most daily flaunting of that authority by the 
Arabs hu not served to reassure them that 
a better attitude will be demonstrated in the 
future. The Jews know that it was their own 
strength-their fight on the battlefields 
against overwhelming odds-rather than 
United Nations "control" which saved Tew 
Je1·usalem and its inhabitants from de t ruc­
tion. They are not prepared to expose them­
selves to such murderou attacks again. 

!.!rael Connot Submit 

Fo1· all of these 1·eason -and there are 
many more-count Bernadotte' proposal 

mu t be rejected. It should be added that the 
Bl'itish and American officials who are now 
wo1·king for the adoption of this plan are 
incredibly naive if they expect Israel to sub­
mit to it. No self-respecting nation would 
passively accept it own dismemberment-­
and I rael is a self-re pecting nation. Having 
uccessfully defended their political independ­

ence, having spilled their blood in expelling 
the invaders from their territory, the citizens 
of Israel will surely not permit any part of 
their land to be presented to an Arab poten­
tate. They had accepted the United Nation& 
partition decision of ovember 29, 1947-
at great sacrifice ~ their legitimate rights 
and aspirations-because they believed that 
t_his wa a fj.nal compromise solution. But 
they will not accept a third partition of 
Palestine. 

,The United rations hould consider well 
the full implications of the proposals which 
Mr. Bevin and Mr. Marshall have endorsed 
so hear_tily. What is being suggested is that 
military aggressors receive in a gift package 
what they failed to win by force of arms, and 
that a nation which successfu1ly defended it.II 
territory against international gangsterism 
be penalized for its etf orts. That, in effect, 
is what Mr. Bevin and Mr. Marshall are ad­
vocating. We ferv'en tly hope that the United 
Na lions will refu e to become a party to thi 
scheme. 

The Bernadotte recommendations do not 
even posses the virtue of Arab agreement to 
commend them to the serious attention of the 
United Nation . The Arab have already re­
jected the proposals. The Bernadotte report 

• and Mr. Bevin's statement make it clear that , 
the plan would have to be imposed. If a solu­
tion is to be imposed in Palestine, why not 
that solution which has the backing of world 

J, 

opinion-the United Nations decision of No- ,? 
vember 29, 1947? Why does Mr. Marshall 
seemingly pref er to impose a new, unjust, un­
workable plan rather than a just, workable ,, 
compromise ,vhich has 1·eceived the over-. 
whelming approval of the nations of the r 

world, including the United States? • 

The Latest Pledge And The Latest 

Performance 

Mr. Mar haU's unequivocal endorser-ent 
of the Bernadotte report can only be regarded 
as another unwarranted reversal •of United • 
States policy, such as took place on March 19, 
when the Administration suddenly attempted 
to scuttle the partition decision and proposed 
a trusteeship for Palestine. 

President Truman is seeking re-election on 
a platform which declares: "We approve lh• 
claims of the State of Israel to the boundaries 
set forth in the United Nations Resolution of 
N ovembe1· 29 and consider that modification 
thereof should be made only if fully acceptable 
to the State of I rael." 

How does President Truman reconcile this 
plainly-state'1. pledge with the position taken 
by his Secretary of State? 

The American people have a right to know. 

.,. .. 
f 
! 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue New York 17, N. Y. 
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tf'nt, the Amerlean. Tranalt Asso· 
da&.lon WU told today by 11:. D. 
JllrnlJ. p,1•111at of U\I Capital 
:rr.n..il Company of WuhiJ\l10n, 
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Warren 1'. PoDU'\I. pnatdent of 
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ADV&IITIHMINT 
ADYIIITIHll&NT 

-ANOTHER REYE 
ANOTHER BETRAY AL 

In a 1uddt11 bunt of 1peed, th• Britl11l 
Govtrnment and our Adminietration art IN'k­
inr to bring abou ht- eadiei-t adoption of th• 
Ja•t Bern dotte pi·opo,- 1111 on Pal• tin by th• 
G nend A mbl.~· of the nit d ation . The 
Btrnadott report recommend~ that the eg , 
con i ting of two-third of the tate of I rael 
as set up by the United ation Resolution of 
Nov mber 29, 1947, should bt torn away from 
llrael and handed over to the Arab invaden, 
pNferably Tran1jordan. It aleo propoaet that 
Jeruaalem bt placed under United Nation• con• 
trol, without any corridor connecting it with 
Iarul. 

ThtN propoul1 wtrt put f orwa1·d by Count 
Bernadotte mtNly H a ba1i1 for diacuNion, aa 
hia report mak11 cl ar. However, both Foreign 
S.Crttary Bevin and Secretary of State Mar­
lhall have choeen to ij'llort that fact and have 
urpd acceptance of the Bernadotte plan in toto. 
The realOII for thi1 blanket endorsement and 
for their ha1t. in trying to achieve the imme­
diate adoption of the plan i1 transparent. It 
would aeem that the British Foreign Office i1 
currently trying to make capital out of the usa,. 
aination of Count Bernadotte-and our Stat• 
Department i col1aborating. We believe that 
they are attempting to railroad Count Berna~ 
dotte '1 plan through the General ~ mbly-a1 
a monument to hi m mory-w hile hi• tral(ic 
d.ath i t ill fre h in th public mind. 

Such cynical exploitation of a criminal act, 
committed by outlaw horn the State of Israel 
i1 trying to hunt down and root out, i& what we 
have come to expect of Mr. Bevin'• Foreign 
Office. But it is unworthy of our country and 
ita tradition• of justice. We do not think w1 
are uking too much when w1 call upon the 
United Statea Government to deal with the Ber­
nadotte propoul1 aolely on their merit.I and 
quite apart from the tragedy of September 17. 

A11 Un)u1t, Unworkable Pf111 
When viewed objectively and diapasaion­

ately, the Bernadotte plan i1 manifeAtly unjuat 
and unworkable. By cutting away the Negev 
from Israel, the plan would reduce the Jewiah 
1tate in aize by no lees than 3800 square mile1, 
while a mere 420 square mile of rocky and hilly 
w11tern Galilee would be added to it "in com­
pensation." Thus, the entire State of l&rael 
would consist of approximately 2400 square 
miles-a tiny area incapable of absorbing and 
aupporting the hundreds of thousands of Jewi1h 
refugee, who are desperately seekin& emigra­
tio o I rael. 

Moreover, if it were removed from Israel 
the N eaev would be doomed to remain a de ert 
wasteland; for the Jews alone are prepared to 
make it habitable by co tly and extensive irri­
gation projects- omething which is not to be 
expected from King Abdullah, whose 35,000 
square mile are largely underpopulated and 
uncultivated. 

Not to be overlooked also is the fact that 
cutting away the egev would deprive Israel 
of the waters and minerala of the Dead Sea and 

thereb,- .... 1 of n Important ave ut for eco,. 
nomi •ve.lor'>rtnt which the ntw state 1orel7 
needs. It wou'tl al o deprive I rael of acc111 
to th Red a aii. render it extremely difficult 
for brael to eng1P in commerce with the Far 
Eut and with Africa. 

Perhap1 one , the real rea on why it i1 
now pro po ed to ta1• the Negev from I~rael and 
hand it over to Abdull•h, ia to be found in recent 
report of oil depoitl in that area. urely the 
industry of llrael could u e such a fuel r erve 
without remaining forever at the mercy of Brit.-
1th-Arab productio11 in Iraq. 

Laat year the Briti1h induced our State 
D•partment to argue in the United Nations that 
the Negev ahould bt rtmoved from the J awiah 
1tate area. After the Jewi1h Agency agreed to 
tht tranaftr of 1l&ablt portions of the e&ev 
to the Arab tate, the State Department cea1ed 
it1 agitation. On November 22, 1947, Herschel 
V. John1on, our delegate to the United ations, 
declared: "W• think that the Jewi1h Agency 
haa made, from it.a point of view, an equitable 
and !air p1·opo1al, and whate er reaervation the 
United States delegation maintains with respect 
to this area (the NegeT) ii withdrawn.'' 

Hu anything happ ntd 1inc o, ember 
22, 1 7 to rrant. .._ ch n tt o l I.hi• cl arJy -

,cpr Nd attitude <>a\ th• queatfon ol th Ne­
ev? Wh , then, Nl!MP our G vernm • nt a 

pa y to the lattlt rttllh att mpt to cripple 
Israel? 

~e J1na1aletn P 
Th• Bernadotte propoaal regarding Jeruaa­

lem i1 surely the mOlt unrealistic of statement, 
when viewed &iain1t the background of recent 
event.a in the Holy City. After having repulsed 
the wanton attack, of th• British-led, Briti1h-
1upplied Arab Legion and after having endured 
months of siege and privation, the Jews of Jeru-
1alem will hardly CODNnt to leave their city un­
protected in the midat of hostile Arab aurround­
inp, unconnected with the State of llrael, and 
with no greater HCllrity for life and p1·operty 
than would be f ortheoming from the nominal 
"control" of the United Nations. The Jews of 
Jerusalem and of 18~1 know only too well what 
it means to be de.-Ient on Arab respect for 
United Nations authority. The almost daily 
flaunting of that auiority by the Al'lh has not 
served to reassure them that a better attitude 
will be demonstrated in the future. The ,J ewg 
know that it was ~ own Btrength - their 
fight n th battleti• •••inst ov rwhelming 
odds-rather than ,;tilted ation "control" 
~ hich saved New Jef1Salem and its inhabitantl 
from destruction. ey are not prepared to 
expose themaelv• • auch murderoug attack& 
again. 

Israel Cannot 5-it 

For all of • reasons-and there are 
many more-eo.t, Bernadotte's proposal, 
must be rejected. It should be added that the 

British and American official, who art now 
workinr !or the adoption of thl• plan are in­
credibly naive if they expect llrael to 1ubmlt 
to it. No self-reapectinr nation would pauivtlJ 
accept ita own dismemberment-and Iaratl ii 
a self-reapectinr nation. Havlnr 1uccea1fully 
defended their political independence, havin1 
spilled their blood in expelling the invaders from 
their territory, the citiien11 of I rael will 1urel7 
not permit any part of their land to be preaenttd 
to an Arab potentate. They had accepted the 
United Nation partition decision of November 
29, 1947-at great sacrifice to their legitimate 
rights and a piration&-becau1e they believed 
that thia was a final compromise 1olution. But 
they will not accept a third partition of Pal­
estine. 

The United Nations should con1ider wtff 
the full implications of the proposals which 
Mr. Bevin and Mr. Marshall have endorsed 10 

heartily. What they are suggesting i that mili­
tary aggreHors receive in a gift packa&e what 
they failed to win by force of arms, and that a 
nation which succe11fully defended it, territory 
against international gangsteri1m be p nalii d 
:for i efforta. That, in t'ffe<'t, i1 what Mr. Bev• 
in anrl \tr. Mauhc1.ll 2rt ad ·ocating. W,. ter-

enlly hof,f' t n th U it.ed .. ' t: on ill 1·e!u~ 
to b•corr..c> A p!t.-t_v '" thi• l n unond scheme. 

The Bernadotte recommendation1 do not 
even pos e s the virtue of Arab agreement to 
commend them to the serioua attention of the 
United Nation,. The Arabs have already re­
jected the propoHls. The Bernadotte report 
and Mr. Bevin's statement make it clear that 
the plan would have to be imposed. If a solution 
is to be imposed in Palestine, why not that solu­
tion which has the backing of world opinion­
the United Nations decision of November 29, 
1947? Why does Mr. Marshall 1eemingly prefer , 
to impo1e a new, unjust, unworkable plan rather 
than a just, workable compromise which haa 
received the overwhelming approval of the na­
tion• of the world, including the United Statel? 

The Latest Pledge AINI 
The Latest Performance 

Mr. Marshall's unequivocal endorsement of 
the Bernadotte report can only be regarded u 
another unwarranted rever~al of United States 
policy, such as took place on March 19, when th 
Administration suddenly attempted to scuttle 
the partition decision and propo ed a tru tee-
hip for Pale~tine. 

Pre iden t. Truman i seeking re-election on 
a platform which declare : "We appr()ve the 
claimz of the State of Israel to the boundariea 
set forth in the United Nations Resolution of 
November 29 and consider that modification 
thereof should be made only if fully acceptable 
to the State of Israel." 

How does President Truman reconcile thi1 
plainly-stated pledge with the position taken by 
hia Secretary of State? 

The American people have a. right to know. 
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