
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         13            4           284 
 
 

American Zionist Emergency Council, Shapiro, Harry, 1948. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• AME~AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To 
Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees 

Date 
August 4, 1948 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

During the coming weeks, Isre.el will make a bid for admission into 

the United Nations. The attainment of this objective would be facilitated 

if the American delegation to the UN would take the initiative in urging 

Israel's membership in the United Nations. It would be very helpful if 

newspapers would editorially advocate such a step. 

Attached is a memorandum on the subject, "The Admission of the State 

of Israel to the United Nations". It is background material in connection 

with this aspiration of the State of Israel. Please convey its contents 

to your local editors and try to induoe them to write a favorable editorial 

or feature article on this subject. 

HLStRB 
Enc. 

Regards. 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE ADMISSIOJT OF TJtE STATE OF ISR(I.Et :ro 'l'_Hli UNITED NATIONS 

The Resolution of the General Assembly or the United Nations adopted 
on November 2~, 1947, p1·ovidedt 

"When thft independence of either the i\rab or the Jewish 
State ae envisaged in this plan r.ds become effective and 
the declaration end un<.4ert,aki:ng, as envisagP-d in this 
plan, have beC?n signed by eithe~· o~ t!1em, Sj7Ill'Oathetic 
consideration :.1:1ould be ivou t c, i.ts epnlic~tion for ad
mission to merr.bership in tl-. '3 United Nations in acccrdance 
with Article 4 of the Chnrt.3 r of the United Nation~. 11 

(P aragreph 1- F) 

The question no"' ari.ses whether the State of Israel should be ad
mitted to the Unjted Nations at. th~ forth.co·ning ~'3ssion of the General 
Assembly in Paris. 

I. ISRAEL'S QU A.L tFI CA .l .QE§. 

l) The Origin of the State: 

Israel is 4:he ftr<Jt ota.te :.n histor-J to be crea· .. s d as a res ~lt of the 
investigations, des2.J...berc I:~ on.a dnd dec-:sions of tho Ge:1~ .·al k .. ~embly of the 
United Nations. ~Li-3 c1·i:-t·.enti,1,-1 \ for adlniosion is thus a ·, .. miq1 • .. ~ inte.:-:1ational 
birth certif::.cate i;:•scr i ..:· .d i ':h a di3ting1iished c.rd l.o ~vrab~!.,a part·::::t.age. 
Thirty-three natic1.:~8 vot-; J r~ ,r the General P.~:ser.,b:1.yi s R,: t,o~ut t on, 6.~10. would 
therefore seem to have a morc.l comrriitment to favo!' Isra.<~ .... ~ s early adw.ission. 

2) Tr.e ExJ.stence of the State, 

Is~a0l's existeno~ is now a fact of international life of which the 
whole world is nwru.~e. 

a) External Becognitionl 

AlthouGh .adrrd.r;sion to the United Nations end recogn:i.tlon are not 
synor..ymous - ttnd u1ny sta~.es w'.:ich have so1ght a,b;ssior. have not had aa 
manl' :r .cognitt.anc:: c1 s tho ,3:,a· e of Israel - ·tt it; t--r.grlificant tJ.at the S" 'lte 
of Israel w;1. acco! :led !'i::cognition by fifteen powe::-s in less than ten weeks 
time. Thes~ incltules 

United States 
Guatemala 
u.s.s.R. 
Poland 
Ozechoslovrucia 

Yugoslavia 
licaragua 

U.,:ugua.y 
eou·th Africa 
Hunge.r.y 

b) Internal Recognition• 

FinJ end 
P.oun,a::da 
Cos'.,a Hica 
P an2JJ1a 
V~nezuela 

Fundamental in the establishment of a stnte is the writ or 
au~rit,- it derives from its o-wn peo

0 
le and its .Cll;>acity- to control its area 
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and carry on the functions of government. The record of performance since 
May 15 has demonstrated the representative character of the organs of govern
ment established in Israel, their loyal acce?tance by the people, and their 
competence to create a sMoothly operating apparatus of governmant serving 
all the needs of the people. 

The United Nations Mediator attested to this achievement in 
Paragraph 54 of his report to the Security Councils 

"The de facto situation in Pnlestine today is that a 
Jev,ish ProvisionDl GovE:rnmer.t, rec~gniz~d by an in
crBo.sing nu".lber of states, ex::sts in an £rea of' ?alestine, 
and is e::-- rcisi!'1g, ~1:t.hout rE:; stri,Jt ions of any kind on 
it~ authr;rity Ol' power, all the attributes of full a,~v-
ereignty, inclue:.j_ng the waging of ~ar. 11 ( In Pe.:i:'a.graph 17, 
the Mediator de~cribed the war as a defensive one.) 

Moreover, although Israel was attacked by six A!'ab St.r.tes within a 
few hours of ·che p:cocla:nution of its indepe:::1dence, its p€ople rose loyally to 
its defense 5~d not only repelled all attacks but succeed~d in carrylng the 
war to the enemy' a terr·itory. 

II. FIDELITY TO TiiE UNITED NATIONS 

l) Israel's Orientation to the United Nations• 

Israel has given ample evidence of its independence and its freedom 
from the domination of foreign powers. The very fact that its birth was 
attended by a union of great pcwers which ha·iTe been divided on other issues 
has developed in Israel an international attitude oriented to the United 
Nations and to that body alone. 

2) Israel's Relations with the United Nations• 

Since its establishment, the State of Israel has fully and faithfully 
responded to every decision and appeal of the United Nations and its organs. 
More than half a dozen times the State of Israel willingly complied with calls 
made upon it by the Security Council, despite the fact that those oalls 
equated aggressor and victim and imposed onerous obligations and conditions 
which should have been reserved for the aggressors against Israel. This 
scrupulous and undeviating fidelity to the commands of the United Nations 
has confirmed the promise that the United Nations would be the keystone of 
Israel's foreign policy. 

3) The Experience and Attitude of Israel's People• 

The people of Israel, long before the State was formed, fought for 
the cause and in the armies or the Uniteq. Ne.tions. It was against the Jewish 
people that Hitler first decla~ed war~ and ~ix million Jews perished in the 
cause for which the United Nat ➔._)ns a:-~ .. ~se. 'l'heir contribt~tion to victory in 
World \lar II, bot1.1 in Palestine and on every frcnti, was f~r mvre impressive 
than tbat of a nu,nt>er of countries w!~ich gave little or n.:>thing to that cause 
but which nevertheless have been admitted to the United Nations. 
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III. 1.HE. PRACTICAL CONSEQUENCES OF ISR.fil, 'S ADMISSION 

1) Its Significance to the United Nations• 

The admission of Israel to the United Nations would be an announce
ment to the world that the United Nations is prepared to honot- its nommitments. 
Delay ~,ould be an act or vacillation by the General Assembly which would 
undermine confidence in that body's disposition and capacity to give effect to 
its own recommendations. Recommendations of the General Assembly would have 
little force or meaning to the nations or the world if the Assembly itself 
vere to set an example of indifference to or non-com~liance with its ow recom
mendations. 

2) As a Contribution to Peacet 

The most compel] ing reason for Iara.el' s admission is thet it will, 
more than any other act at this time, stnbi1iz~ the situation in the Middle 
East. Arab aggression against Israel was enco·1reged by a delusion the.t Israel 
could be liquidated. When the Arab States are persuaded to realize that this 
is an objective iul'possible of achievement by arms or by diplomatic maneuver, 
there "111 be a powerful incentive to reach a peaceful. eett] ement with Israel. 
But if Israel is denied admission at the forthcoming session, uncertainty will 
continue for another year, Arab intransigence will be emboldened and the pros
pects of negotiations leading to a final peace will be grave11 prejudiced. 

It should be noted that the language of the General Assembly's 
Resolution, quoted above, deliberately made the admission of the Jewish State 
independent of the establishment and ac!miesion of its neighbor. 

It may be argued that Israel's admission should be deferred until an 
agreement is reached with the Arab States and until Israel has compromised its 
differences with the Arabs. 

Clearly, the situation diotates the opposite course. Agreement with 
the Arab States is far more likely to be consummated if the international 
community removes all lingering doubts of Israel's status. 

Experience in the Palestine controversy has show that firm action 
by the United Nations and its or ans facilitated progress towards a solution, 
and that equivocation and delay retarded a final and lasting settlement. 

With the existence of Israel an immutable fact, the establishment of 
peaceful relations between Israel and its neighbors and the stabilization or 
the entire Middle East can beet be achieved by formal end international con
firmation of reality - Israel's acceptance into the family or nations. 
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Jlr. Harry L. Shapiro 

Byun A. scaulson 

aah1ngton Ott1ce 
September l, 1948 

CC-Jk'. Abba Hillel Silnr • / 
CleTalaJld, Ohio V 

"PERSONAL AND CONl'ID!l TIAL" 

)(y tr1end, .llr. X, baa intoned ■e that he haa aMA reports 1ad1cat1ng 
that the .Arab COUJltriea i.n cooperation with Great Britain haTe already 
brought to Paris ecorea ot repreaentat1Tea and workers and attract1Te wo•n 
in preparation tor the torthcoaiag aeeting ot the General .Assembly. 

He auggeated that the Israeli OoYernment abould also ba..-e a number 
ot coapete•t and able people oa band in Paria in adTance of the meeting 
ot the General Assubly to counteract the propagaada ot t.he Arabs and 
the British. He alao reoom1aded that a mber ot leading Allericaa 
Zionists be on hand. Christian triellda should also be on hand ia ad-Yaaoe 
in Paris to ■aiatain coatact with the Alllerlcm 4elegat10Jl. I uaderatalld 
that the Aaarican delegation will leaYe tor Paris on the SS America on 
Sept•ber 13 . 

Be strongly urge4 that both Dr. Sil-Yer and nr. •••••on be in Paris 
at the tt■e ot the Palestine diacusaions. I explained to him that Dr. 
SilYer baa duties to hia co~egation because ot tbe holiday•, but, tbat 
I would certainly con..-ey his masage. Be a lso suggested that Dr. S11Ter 
should see . Dullea before he left tor Parts. 

It ia alao Tery 1aportant that the people wbolllU'e in coat.act with 
lllra. BooaeTelt during the laat meetings at the Assembly should again 
contact her in ad-Yance ot her c1eparture. We all know that, ahe •• a tower 
ot strength to ua and we should try to keep her ao. 

llr. Marshall will 4ef 1n1Hly go to the Aaaembly ud head \he delega
tion. 1ly friend atrongl.7 auggeated that llr. Shertok be preaent 1n Par1 •• 
as it la ac,at iaport.ant that the Foreign Minlater deal w1 th the secretary 
ot State and other foreign 111.nistera hiaaelt and not 4elesate th1• t.aak 
to underling•. 
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lly triad has gi-YG -.ery serious thought aa to whether or not 
Kr. Charles J'ahy would be more Taluable to ua in the United State• 
or Parle. After ••1gh1ng all the tact■, he atrongly reco-ada 
tbat llr. 1'aby be asked to go to Peria and kNp in contact w1 th the 
Allerlcan delegation. llr. Yahy 1• -.ery cloae to mat ot the aellbera 
ot the .Aaertoan delegation, particularly Secretary Marshall, )(r. 1eaaup, 
Jira. Booanelt, llr. J)illee, and 11:r. Oro••• who will be the legal 
adT1aer ad 1e obligated to Mr. J'ah7 for his preaent job and, ot 
oourae • knows all the other a. Be alao haa Yaluable contact a •1th 
the delegation• ot the other countries and knows the ropea at UII, 
becaua• he, hluelt, aG"fed aa an alternate delegate at the General 
AaNllbl.7 when partition •• approTed. I auggeat that Dr. Silver 
consider thle recoJllll8ndat1on -.ery aer1oualy and that he take the 
•tter up with . lahy 111118diately upon his arriTal. 

lfJ friend also reported that 1ohD cD:>nald, the U.S. repre
••ntati'Ye in 1eruaal•, haa daily been sending in Tery bad report• 
regarding Iaraell behaYior in 1eruaalea, and a>at ot tbeae reporta 
border on the hyaterical. lohll llcDo11ald la definitely agaiut 
Israel and ia doing nerything possible in hie reports to the Depart
•nt to discredit the Israeli goYemaent. SO•• dntce and technique 
ahould be uaed to ha-.e John Kc Donald remoY d. Dr. 1aaea G. ac])Onald 
might also be of help in counteracting the t e ot report• John 
McDonald aends to the State Departaent. 

Israel's great atrengt in the 110rld ct international opinion, 
both in the u.s. and in U1' circl •, baa b"n due to the tact that 
the Israeli @J>Ternaent was Tery correct in its behaTior on all UR 
utters. 

lly friend baa noticed that both Shertok and Ben-Gurion hoe 
been 1mch too outspoken and not Yery diplo•tic in their utterance• 
in the lest tn weka • and thia haa had a YVJ bad effect eYeD •1th 
a011e ot our friends. He urged greater caution in thalr uttwa••• 
and IION reatraillt. One does n.ot h••• to announce publicly to ta 
world the aotiTea behind nery aove de, DOr 4oea one baYe to 
ad'Yertia• in ad-Yance the 110-.ea to be aade. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Hl MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 
Chainnen of Local »nergeney Committees 

Dau 
S8l)tember 8, 1948 ... 

HarrJ L. Shepi ro 

Attached is a state~en:t issued today by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. The latter 
part of it is an, up,-to-the-minute review of our present poli ticcl situation 
and gives a clear indication of the line to be followed by our constituencies 
during the coming weeks. 

A careful reading of the statement will show that we are dangerously close to 
the position we were in on March 19th last when the American Government re
versed its policy and set in motion strenuoua efforts to undo the partition 
decision of the General Assembly. 

That we were able to bring our Government back to a realization of its res:pon
sibili ties and a subseque!lt change in its attitude towards Israel is due in 
the largest measure to the loyal and effective work of the American Jewish 
community and its organized Zionist bodies. 

A similar tnsk lies before us now. Upon the outcome of this effort rests 
not only the UN decision of November 29th, but the future of the State of 
Israel itself . .America still holds the key position and if we permit its 
actions to be dictated by lhi tish foreign policy and other special interests, 
the result for Israel may be catastrophic. 

The followin~, are the tasks we must set before us and carry out t'li th every 
energy at our command: 

1. Bequest ever, influential person and organization in you.r . 
community - Jewish and non-Je,-rish, civic, religious, labor - to 
wire or write to the President setting forth in clear and unmis
takable terms that they look to him to save the honor and the 
pledged word of our Governrnent by fulfilling the promises contained 
in the Democrootj.c Party platfonn. 

2. Set up committees to visit newsp~per editot'"S, columnists and 
radio commentators to bring them up to date on t.he issues involved 
and to elicit public comment favorable to our cause. Orientation 
material to aid you in this task is enclosed on the iuestions of 
de Jure recognition, econor.1ic aid and immigration. (i'Ti thin a 
few deya we will send you lllaterial on admission of the State of 
Israel into the United Nations for a follow up effort.) Please 
send ua copies of tile editorials which appear in your local 
newspapers resulting from this effort. 

3. Set up comrni ttees and ask -influential persons to visit the 
leaders of both political parties in ;your ei t:r, county ancl state. 



Remind the heads of the Democratic Party of the plank in their plat
fonn which commits their Party to give politiccl and economic aid to 
the infant State. Call their attention to the glaring fact thc'.t 
,'li thin recent months the President of our cou..."l.tr.:r and the heac. of 
their Party has been strangely silent while the State Departnent has 
continued its efforts to undermine the State of Israel. The loan of 
one hundred million dollars, which was promised, is now "1)ostponed11

• 

Jeus in the DJ? camps of Europe are rest rained from exercising thci r 
right to go to Israel. .American citizens who wish to visit Israel 
are denied passports ond every action by the Stnte Department is 
clearly designed to ape the pattern set up by Mr. Bevin I s Foreign. 
Office. 

Remind the Republican leaders of their platform and their pror.tl. ses. 
Call their attention to the failure of any of their leading S)Okes
men to publicly mention the absence of positive and constructive 
Government action ,,.d. th regard to Israel. No Republican leader has 
as yet protested the failure of our Government to keep its pledged 
word. Ask them if this is a consr>iracy of silence. If the foreign 
policy of our Government is a t,-,o-party :policy then the RepublicDns 
must share equally with the Democrats the blame for the shomeful 
behavior of our State Department towards Israel and towards the 
helpless refugees ,1ho are still penned up in concentration canms 
three years after the so-called :peace. 

Every indication points to another March 19th. ,·re a re told th t.t the loan to 
Israel is to be held up pending inquiries into the stability of the State of 
Israel. Need ,1e remind our politicians that they did not inq_uire into the 
stability of Greece and China before pouring hundreds of millions of dollars 
into these countries presumably in an effort to lay a foundation for stability. 
1'Teed we remind our politicians thnt the United Nations Security Council specifi
cally made provisions for the admission of men of military age into Israel, and 
that despite repeated assurances by Count Bernadotte that he never req_uested 
their exclusion, our State Department and our military authorities repeat in 
Germany and in Austria what Bevin is doing in Crorus. 

There is much to protest and no,,, is the time to make that protest heard and 
felt. The task is yours and that of the men and 1:romen of your comnuni ty. The 
coming eight weeks ,-,ill be critical ones for Israel. We must devote ourselves 
to the tremendous job ahead. We must not faill Please let me have a report 
from you on your activities as requested above. 

:Regards. 

HLSaXB 
Encs. 
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ME! iORt\l{DUM 

DE JURE RECOGlHTIOlJ OF ISP..AEL 

On the day of its proclamation, May 14, 1948 • the Provisional Government 
of Israel was accorded de facto recognition by the Government of the United States. 
Though almost four months have elapsed since that date, full, so-called de ,jure, 
recognition is still being withheld by our Government from Israel. 

It is often argued that the withholding of iie Jure recognition from Israel 
by the Government of the United States is due to technical reasons, notably to 
the "provisional" character of the present Gover!lillent of Israel, to the absence 
of clearly defined frontiers and to generally unsettled conditions in that country, 
This argument is used to in<;licate that the withholding of de jure recognition does 
not denote a.11y animosity on the part of the policy-making officials in the Depart
ment of State toward Israel• 

The argument is totally incorrect. Full de 1jure recognition has often been 
accorded in the past by the United States to foreign governments which were pro
visional in character, and have ruled over an ill-defined territory amid disturbed 
conditions, These were the circumsta"lces in which the provisional eovernments of 
Poland a.11d Czechoslovakia were given full recognition after both World Wars. The 
Governme..11t of China and the Provisional Government of France were given de jure 
recognition in similar circumsta~ces. 

The withholding of full recognition from Israel after months of proven 
stability cannot therefore be justified by reference to precedent. It is, on the 
contrary, a.11 indication that the Pep~rtment of State, w~ose hostility to Israel is 
well lmo,m, has prevailed upon the President to withhold from Israel even that 
measure of cooperation which is normally extended to other countries, 

The situation will appear even clearer if one considers that out of fifteen 
countries which have accorded diplomatic recognition to Israel, thirteen have 
gra~ted full recognition. The only country beside the United States which has 
given to its recognition a limit~d de facto character is the Union of South Africa, 
a Dominion of the British F.mpire which, of course, is anxious to bow to the 
desires of the London government. 

9 /8/4.8 
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NOTE ON ECONOMIC AID TO ISRAEL 

Amid conflicting reports and c~eful buck-passing between the 
White House, the Department of State and the Export-Import Bank, one 
fact has become clear: if the .Administration can get awa:y with it, 
Israel is not going to get any economj c aid from the Government of 
the United States. The reasons used to justify this attitude shift: 
one day they are poltticc?l, the next day technical, the third day 
they are due to 11d:istu.rbed condi•tio:cs 11 in Israel, the fourth day 
~the loan application is still mder studyon It is difficuit to 
pin down the precise :reason, jus·~ as it is difficult to pin down 
the party responsible for this denial of economic aid. But the fact 
remains. 

It is perhaps unneces3ary, at this late date, to take the reasons 
too seriously. liost peo1Jle at·P- a\7aI'l3 by now that they are mere alibis. 
Still, let us keep some comparisons in miLde 

Fiarce civil wars rage in China arid in Greece, and yet these 
count:L·ias r-ac.aive economic aidsi But Israel 9 't1here there reigns 
complbte in'liernal peace, is deemed too 11dist'tlrbed•1 to be eligible 
for aid. 

The k'ab cow.tries are still engaged in open aggression. Their 
armies are on the scil of PaleG·Gineg r..ot a day p;.1s3es without Jews 
or United Ndtions p0:i-soru1C;:l dy:i.r.g f:rom their bul'lei·,s, th0y interfere 
vlith Junericai."l and fo rei0 •1 shipping, and they keep their Jewish inhab
itants in a tate 0f ab,jec.,·~ te_ roro J\..:id ye·t these countries are con
sidBrr~d elig::'ble fo:." .. \nrn:t:J.:an economic aid in different forms. But 
Isra?.~1.. is o£i' e::ed one po ~tponemont after a:~1other, one excuoe after 
aAOthe:r. 

Behind the sccneo, the explanation is whispered that the United 
States and Cr:i:-eat Br.:~ tain w-tsh to coord:inate their polici9s on this 
is~ue~ .A.;ner:V:a she, e::'.d wi·~h'tlold c.ssista.."lce from Is,.·ael, vinile B1·i tain 
would v;i ·!;hh •ld. aid from ·G}le A1·abso ]"J.t th:i.r.; expla:.1.atic:i too is un
trueo E~.:Jl:.CJic ai.1 tc Ar c.J1 s ir- given both by kncTJ.ca a..'l'ld by Britain. 
M:i.li ta,1•y u.;.,l ·by Bd.ta,L'l ~o Tr a;,..1.~ 1oj,"cln:r~ has 'been :-~;~\.tnedr The truth 
• t1.. t I 1 . . l . " ' + 1-· • ~ • • • t • :ts r.'..it s :ae 1s 1-,c . :n6 sr.l?.._i.sr_ ..9u.., _ !.I:·~ ~C,t t'. ·_,mJ. c _;ns•:~rJ mJ n.11_].,.,~ • 
.Alru~, s 1, aJ.Cil:~ of a.:..1 ·the G,; Ull t :.~:;. i:: ..3 r,·L·.: ~ •ia.e ·llho Sov:... e:i t b 1 oc it is 
de~1i€-1.. l!L1arir-!:l?l a:.u, d&spi Ge the :pl3-:iges to the contrary. The ex
planat~ons va:ry, the denicl. remainso 

9/8/48 
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ME-tORANDUM 

THE .AMERIC.AU ATTITU::,E ON TRAVEL TO ISRAEL 

Two measures of fa~reaching importance have been tak en by ou1~ Government 
toward Israel. On the one hand, the Department of State is wi thholcl.ing passports 
from Americrui citizens desirous of visiting Israel, especi~lly if the visitors 
are men between the ages of 18 and 45. On the other hand, the smne Department 
has issued instructions to the authorities of the American zone of occupation 
in Europe to restrict the emigration of Jewish Displaced Persons bet\·reen the 
ages of 18 and 45 to Palestine. 

These two acts, better than any ,..,ords, illustrate the reo.l attitude of the 
Department of State toward Israel" There is nothing in the truce resolution of 
the United nations that would justify individual countries in tcldn[; such a 
course. On the contrary, a proposal to restrict the admission to Isr~.el of 
persons of mili ta~J age was debated and rejected by the Council, nad the resolu
tion expressly provides for the conditions under \1hich persons of military aee 
entering Israel in the course ~f the truce Bhould be prevented from obtaining 
military training or joining milita~J forces. 

In taking the two steps named above, the Department of State is therefore 
not acting in accordnnce with a Security Council resolution. The attempt of the 
Department to place part of the responsibility for these acts on Count Bernadotte, 
the United Nations Mediator, by leaving it t o him whether "clea.ronce" is to be 
given to immigrants of military aee to proceer~ to Israel is ingenious but hardly 
convincing. Since the Truce Resolution does not give the Co mt uny powers to 
control iI11J:1igration to Israel, such powers can certainly not be 511.ven to him by 
the Department of State in Uashington. At best, the Oount is used by the Depart
ment for buck-pa3sing purposes. At worst, the Department is enco.ged in collusion 
ui th the Count to misinterpret the meaning of the UN resolution. 

~he action of the Department of St ate is calculated to interfere ,-,i th the 
rir)lt of American citizens to visit freely a friendly country, to hann the legiti
mate interests of Israel, ond -- above all -- to deny the hope of the Displaced 
J e s of Europe. 

This latter aspect, coming as it does after years of insistence by President 
Truman that the humanitarian task of pennitting the Jewish Displaced Persons to 
go to Palestine ought not to be postponed on uccount of political considerations, 
is particularly obnoxious. As the New York Herald-Tribune pointed out edi toriallJ 
on September 6th, this act of the United States Government is similur to British 
:practice on Cy-prus. As Great Britain has become the jailer of Jcuish refugees 
on that island, so, but on a much larger scale, are the pro-Brittsh ond pro-Arab 
officials of the State Department making President Truman the jailer of the 
multitudes o! Jewish refugees in the American Zone of occupation. 

• • • • • 
9/8/40 
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AMERICAN :ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Ta 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chai nnen of Local D-.iergency Comrni t tees 
Date 

Sertember 8, 1948 

HE-.rry L. Shapiro 

Attached in a st .?,terient i ~sucd todo.y by Dr. Ab~a B:illel Silver. The latter 
part of it is an up-to-the-minute review of ou1· present poli ticru. si tuq.~ion 
and gives a clear ind:tcrtion of the line to be folJ.owed by our constituencies 
during the coming ,-,eeks. 

A careful readine: of the statement ,-.,ill sho,-1 that we are daneerously close to 
the position we ,-:ere in on i•b.rch 19th las t ,hen the American Government re
versed its policy and set in motion strenuous efforts to undo the partition 
decision of the General Asaembly. 

That we were able to bring our Gove1nrnent back to a realization of its respon
sibilities and a subsequent change ln its attitude towerds Israel is due in 
the largest measure to the loyal and effective work of the .Amerlcll!l Jewish 
community r.nd its organized Zionist bodies. 

A similar task 11 es bo:fore us noH. TJpon the outcorJe of this effort rest s 
not only the UN decision of November ·29th, but the f,iturc of the Stat e of 
Israel itself. America still holds the l<:ey po~i tion and if we penni t its 
actions to be dictated by Erl ti sh :!'o reign policy ruid other specicl. interests, 
the result for Isruel r.1ay be catastro1)hic. 

The followin .. ~ a-re the tasks we must set before us and carry out ·t-li th every 
energy at our command: 

i. Request every influential person and organization in ycu~. 
community -- Jewish nnd no,-Jcwish, civic, religtous, le..bor - to 
wire or wrl te to th11 President setting forth in cler.r ond 'Ull.11is
tnkable tenns that they look to him t o save the tonur ..nd the 
pledG9d word of our Government by fulfilling the promises contained 
in the Democructic Party platfonn. 

2. Set up committees to visit ne,-,spnper ed.ito:-s, col\D'l1nirts and 
radio commentators to bring them up to c.atc on the issues involved 
and to elicit public comment favorable to our cause. Orientation 
material .to aid you in thiA tnsk is enclosed on tho C}itestions of 
de jure recognition, econo .. ic aid and immigration. {Within a 
few dcys we will oend you material on admission of the St;1.te of 
Israel into the United Uations for a follow up effort.) Pleo..se 
send us copies of the editorials whic!l appear in your loc,.l 
newspapers resultin6 from this effort, 

3. Set up committees and ask influential pernons to visit the 
leaders of both poli ti cul 11arti es in your city, county and state. 



Remind the heads of the Democratic Party of the pJ ank in their plat
form which commits their Party tQ give politicc.l and econonic aid to 
the infant State. Call their attention to the gla ring f act t _1~t 
within recent months the Preslde:1t of our coi.L"ltr;r anc. the heac1 of 
their Party has been str2tnge.ly silent while the Sta.te Departnent h·1.s 
continued its efforts to unc1.ennine the State of Isr:1el. The loon of 
one hw1dred million dollars, which was promised, is now 11 postpo11ed11

• 

Je,-,s in the DP camps of Europe are rest rclned from exercising thci r 
right to go to Israel. A.1:1erican citizens who ,,,ish to visit Isrr.el 
are denied :pas~ports i,nd every acti0n by the State Dcpe.rtmcnt is 
clearly designed to ape the pattern set up by d r. Bevin I s ioreign 
Office. 

Remind the Repul.,llcan leud ers of their ulatform and their nroni ses. - - ... 
Call their attentj_on to tho failure of ar_y of their lending spokes-
men to -publicly mention the absence of 110 .1itive and constructive - . 
Government action ,.Ji. th regard to Isrr,el. Uo Republicrm leader 1a s 
as yet protested the failure of our Govomn ent to keep its pledged 
word. Ask them if this is a consIJir£t.cy of silence. If the foreign 
policy of our Government is a two-party policy then the RepubJ.icrns 
must share equally ,-11th the Democrats the blame for the shnmeful 
behavior of ou:c State Depertmont towards Israel and towards the 
helpless refugees ,,.,ho are still penn ed up in concentration cam9 s 
three years after the so-called. peace. 

Every indication points to .mother l-Iarch 19tho We a re told th L.·,t the loan to 
Israel is to be held up pending inquiries into the stability of the State of 
Israel. Need ,1e remind our politicians th c::~t they did not inquire into the 
stability of Greece and Chino. before pouring hundreds of millions of do1-lars 
into these countries presumably in en effort to l ay a foundr,ti on for st ubili ty. 
Meed we remind our politicians that tho United Uationz Security Council .. pecifi
cally made provisions for the admission of Men of military age i nto Ic-rr el, and 
that despite repeated assurances b~,. Count :Bernadotte that he never re uer..ted 
their exclusion, our State Departm0nt and our n ilita ry authorities repeat in 
Germany and in Austria wha.t Bevin is doinc in Cy-prns. 

There is much to protest and no,-, is the time to mal:e that protest heard and 
felt. The task is yours and that of the men end -,omen of your coII1J:1uni ty~ The 
coming eidl,t weeks \-:ill be crit i cal ones for Israel. We must devote ourselves 
to the tremendous job ohead. We must not f ail! Please let me have o. report 
from you on your activities as r quested ~.bove. 

Regards. 

HLS:Rl3 
Encs. 



.. 

MEi.IORA: :DUM 

DE JURE RECOGlJITICU OF IS. IBL 

On the day of its proclamation, May 14, 1948, the Provisional Gover.1ment 
of Israel was accorded de facto recognition by the Government of the United States. 
Though almost four months have elapsed since that d~tet full, so-called de jure, 
recognition is still being withheld by our Government from Israel. 

It is often argued that the vri thholding of de ju.re rccogni tion from Israel 
by the Government of the United States is due to technical reasons, notably to 
the 11 provls1.onal" charf\cter of the present Governme!1.t of Israel• to the nbscnce 
of clearly defined frontiers and to generally unsettled conditions in that country, 
This argument is used to in~icate that the withholdinr,; of d~ jure recognition does 
not denote any animosity on the part of the policy-Making officials in the Depart
ment of State toward Israel., 

The argument is totally incorrect~ Fu11 _de jure recognition has often been 
accorded in the past by the United Stat es to foreign c;overnments t7ldch were pro
visional in character, 8nd have ruled over an ill-defined territory amid disturbed 
conditions, These we!'e the circumsta'Y).ces in which the p!"ovi sional governments of 
Poland and Czechoslovakia were given full recognition after both i7orld Wars. The 
Government of China and the Provisional Government of France were given de jure 
recognition in simi1ar circumstances. 

The withholding of full recognition from Israel after months of proven 
stability ca~not therefore be justified by r eference to precP.dent~ It is , on the 
contrary, an indication that the Department of State, whose hostility to Israel is 
well known, has prevailed upon the President to withhold from Israel even that 
measure of cooperation which is normally extended to other countries. 

The situation wili appear even clearer if one considers that out of fifteen 
countries which have accorded diplomatic recognition to Israel, thirteen have 
e;ra~t ed full recognition,. The only cou11try beside the United Stat es which has 
given to its recognition a limit~d de facto chnracter is the Union of South Africa. 
a Dominion of the :Sri ti sh Empire which, of course, is anxious to bow to the 
desires of the London government. 

9 /8/48 
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NOTE ON ECONQ~;I!C AID TO ISRAEL 

Amid conflicting reports and c~eful buck-passing between the 
White House, the Department of State and the Export-Import Bank, one 
fact has become clear: if the Administration can get away with it, 
Israel is not going to get a;ny economic aid from the Government of 
the United States. The reasons used to justify this attitude shift: 
one day they are political, the next day technical, the third day 
they are due to "disturbed conditions" in Israel, the fourth day 
"the loan application is still under study~" It is difficult to 
pin down the precise reason, just as it is difficult to pin dov:n 
the party res-ponsible for this denial of economic aid. But the fact - -
remains. 

It is perhaps unnecessary, at this late date, to take the reasons 
too seriously9 Most people are aware b y now that they are mere alibis. 
Still, let us keep sot1e comparisons in mind,, 

Fierce civil wars ra,ge in China and in Greece, and yet these 
countries receive ec::,nomic aid. :But Israel~ wher C'l there reigns 
complete internal peace, is deemed too 11disturbed1! to be eligible 
for aid. 

The Arab countries are still engaged in open aggression. Their 
armies are on the soil of Palestine, not a day passes without Jews 
or United Nations personnel dying from ·t;heir bullets, they interfere 
with Americclll and foreign shipping, and they keep their Jewish inhab
itants in a state of abject terror, .And yet these countries are con
sidered eligible for American economic 3id in different forms. But 
Israel is offered one postponement after anot .1.1er, one excuse after 
another. 

Behind the scenes, the explanation is uhi spered that the United 
States and Great Britain wish to coordinate their policies on this 
issues America should withhold assistance from Israel, while Britain 
would withhold aid from the Arabs. But this explruiation too is un
true. Economic aid to Arebs is give:1 both by America and by Britain~ 
Military aid by Britain to ~ransjordan has been resumedo The truth 
is that Israel is being singled out for economic c'.iscriri ination. 
Almost alone of all the countries o·.itoide t he Sov-let bloc it is 
denied .American aid, despite the pledges to the contrary. The ex
planations vary, the denial remains • 

• • • • • 
9/8/48 



. . .. . ' 

MFMORAUDU?-I 

THE AMERICA!~ AT·.rITlT.OE OU TRAVEL TO ISRAEL 

Two measures of far-reaching importance have been taken by our C-overnment 
toward Israel. On the one hand, the Derartment of State is ,1ith.1olding passports 

from American citizens desirous of visiting tsrael, es1)ecially if the visitors 
are men between the <'ges of 18 anc1. 45. On the other hand, the s2:ie Department 

has issued instructi ons to the anthori ties of the .,\r.'ieric.:in zone of occupation 
in Europe to restrict the anigration of Jewish Displaced Persons betuecn the 

ages of 18 and 45 to Palestine. 

These two acts, better then any ,-,ords, ill 1str.:: te the real attitude of the 

Department of State toward Israel11 There is nothin;; in the truce resolution of 

the United lTations that would justify inc.ivii\unl countries in tol:inc such a 

course. On the contrary, a !)ropo~al to rcst .d ct the admission to Isr< el of 
persons of mili tn.~J age was debated ancl rejected by the Council, ~1 c tho resolu

tion expressl;:r provides for the condi ticns uncer ,-1hich persons of nili tary age 

entering Israel in the cour"o of the truce should be prevented fro:11 obtaining 

military training or joining military forcesJ 

In trucing the t\lo ste:ps named above, the Department of State is therefore 

not acting in accordance ,-,i th a Security Council resolution. The attempt of the 

Department to place part of the responsibility for theca nets on Count Bernadotte, 

the United Nations Uediator, by leaving it to ~1im whether 11 clen.rn.nce 11 is to be 
given to immigrants of mili ta.ry age to proceed to I srri.el is inGenious but hardly 

convincing. Since the Truce Resolution does not give the Count r.ny power~ to 
control immigration to Israel, such po~.,ers can certainly not b0 given to him by 

the Department of State in 1'1ashington. At best, the Oount is uced by the Depart

ment for buck-ptt.3sing purposes. At worst, the DE:>partmcn t is enGagcd in collusion 

'1i th the Count to misinterpret the menning of the UN resolution. 

The action of the Department of St o.t.e is co.l.cula.ted to interfere ,-. i th the 
right of American citizens to visit freely a frientlly country, to harm the legiti

mate interests of Israel, ond -- above all -- to deny the hope of the Displaced 
Jeus of Europe. 

This latter aspect, coming a s it does after year~ of inGiztcnce by President 

Truman tho. t the humani tarimi task of penni t ting the Jcwi sh Di S]?laced Persons to 

go to Palestine ought not to be postponed on a.ccount of poli tic·•l considerations, 

is J.)articularly obnoxious. As the 1:e,,·r York Herald-Tribune pointed out editorially 

on September 6th, this act of the United States Government is similar to British 

practice on CyPrus. As Great Britain has become the jailer of Jo rish refugees 

on that island, so, but on a much larger ~cale, are the pro-l3rittsh lllld pro-Arab 
officials of the State Departnent mo.king Pre~idcnt Truman the jai.ler of the 
multitudes of' Je,·rish refugees in tho Ar:1erican Zone of occupation. 

• • • • • 
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AME ,ICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date September 16, 1948 

Harr·y L. Sha~iro 

We h0pe that your local emergency committee is already ca't'ry11:.g 
out the program of scti1Jn outlined in my meIPorBnd,,m of September 8, 1948. 
Once agr .L.n it is nec~ssary that I e.mphasize the iruportance of speed. 'Ihis 
is the critical period dur lng which the rld:m:i nistr&tion must, be induced to 
!'ulft.l] its promises regfl rding Israel. We dare. not allow this moment to 
pass i thout exert:. ng ma:cim1.un cf' forts to bring a\;)out gg_ ,iure recognition 
of Israel and. the ecouom:lc &id wh:i.ch the President and the platfo1ms of 
the Democratic and Republtcan pr-.rties have pledged. If these t'wo objectives 
could be achieved quickly the oossibiJ.itr fc,r political gains at the forth
coming meeting of the Unjten. i~ations G,~neral A~sembly in Paris would be 
greatly enhanced. 

In addition to the activities suggested in our memorandum of 
September 8th we urge that you d.o the follo\',ing I 

1. Request your Senato!'s :ind Re:1resentatlves to phone or \':ire the 
Chairman of the Export-In'.port Ban!~ of Washington urging that th..?.~ institution 
grant thP. requestGcl loan imr11ediatcly. We a re conf:.dent that a large nh:nber 
of tho members of both Houses of Gongress will be happy to join us in 
pointing out to the ExPort-Import Eank tlnt there is no justification for the 
postponewent oft 1e $100,000,000 loan to Israel and in Lemanding that it be 
extended forthwjth. Such cells and ~elegrams sh0uld be addressed to Willi m 
McC. Martin, Jr., Exoort-I,npor:. Bank of Washingto , 734 Fifteent.h Street, N.W., 
Washington, D. C. (Phone• :Spublic 7890). 

2. We have already sent you background material on the questions 
of de j~_ recognition, economic aid and immigration. No doubt you are calling 
these to the attention of newspaper editors, colnmnists and radio comm~ntators. 
Enclosed is the promi.sed memorundum on the adrnissicn of Israel into the United 
Nations. Please nut thi.s rnatel'ial to good use so that helpful ne'wspaper and 
radio comment will result from your effprts in tnis connection. 

Please let me have reguJar reports on your activities, and bear in 
mind that no1;: is the moment for action. Let us ensure tt at the Ame1·ican 
Zionist movement, which has accomplid1ed so much in the struggle to brit,g 
Israel into beirJ.g, shall never reprouch itself fo:- failure to meet the t.-r.allenge 
of the hour. 

HLS1RB 
Enc. 

Regards. 



.. . . 

rro be admltted to mcmbers"1ip in the United Nations is the right 
of al} ttµeace-lov i ng States wllic!1 acce1Jt the obligations conta ined in 
the ... Chnrter and, in the Jud15me.ut of the or~~mizati on, are able and 
willi ng to carry out these obligations." (Art. 4 of the Oha,,.ter) 

Israel has alreany decJ ared its &cceptance of t 41e obligatj_ons of 
the Chart er. After Isr~el's record of repeated agrePment to t1uce propos ls 
in the fDce of Arab aggres sion 1 ao ore can c.oubt its peace-loving character. 
Nor will anyone doubt Israe1 1 s aoility and wiJJjngness to carry out obliga 
tions freely undertaken. In both respects Israel's record compares more 
than favorably with that of a great rr:.any Stat es admjtted to nembership. 
There is certajn]~, no cnmp~rison betwe1~ll t he re,::ord of Israel and that of 
tne Arab States of whom six have be ·:m rewarded with membership in the inter
national organization. 

tleither i nde?endence nor internal democracy are listed in the 
Charter as prerequisi.tes for membersh.io. A!1d inue8d, many States are 
members of the United NE'tior1s wh-r ch ar~ not truly independent, while others 
live undc1· regimes utterly de oid f any sembJ a:1ce of democracy. It is un
imaginable, in the clrcumstPnces, t i1et a St.atP as ~enuinely independent and 
as firmly based on de.mocratj c ideels as Israel be denied membershi:?. 

It is sPid at tl~es th~t Israelis mbmbers ltlo might be delayed on 
account of the lack of stabil ·_ty or the inue+'inite character of its boundnries. 
The argnment is certainly far frJm candid. China and Greece, to name but the 
most blatant cases, are obvjouflly not enioyiug s t,ab-i.lity., Poland, for one, 
hRd its frontiers undefi:ied at a time wher1 it jo~ned the United l ations. 
Attempts to prevent or delay Isr.- ,el' s membershjp on this or nny sjmj Jar basis 
must be considered therefore as a crass examr>:i..e of apoljcntion of a double 
standBrd. What Israel is undergo· ng n')w i.s not internaJ instah.1J i ty out 
foreign aggression. To de:'e11d States apai.nst foreign ag ress~ on is the most 
sacred d ty of the Uuited Nations, and an at :,empt to evade it bv de11yi1 g 
meILbership to the victim of' aggression 1,rm.:J d be a scandalou .. pe rformanue. 

The1·e is, however, orie added ci . l.!umstaHce which makes the B(llllission 
of Israel ec:pecia:l ly ur en+,. Is·rae1 has emer en as an inc.lependc 1t State as 
·a consequence of a f! .)lemn verdict of the 'Jnited Nations. Sure] y the United 
Nations owes it to itself speedily to admit to membe1 ship a natio:.1 thus formed 

The annou--icement of the De artme11t of State ( in a letter by 
Counselor Bohlt1n to Re reseritative Javi.ts) triat the U. S. deleea-c1oa ,..,111 
suppo1 t Isreel' s app~ ication for menbership i.s, of ccuree, very gra+.tf,;(.ng ~ 
At the same time it ought to be cJear to a]l obseivers that a great deal 
depends on the extent to which tld s suprort w1.ll be "flhole-hee.1 t1=3d and 
energeti.c or merely pe't'functory. It is well kn<J\t.'n to what e:xtent the Western 
C\.)UntrieR are inclined to follow the Ameri(;an 1e&d, as long as they know tr.at, 
a certain cour~e ts indeed de~ired by tl1e Government of the United States. 



... 
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Both in the Security Council and jn the Assembly, a majority is certain to 
emerge in favor of Israel 's ad.mi sf-ion if the American Gove1·nment makes its 
position on this issue sufficiently cleer to the go·Jernments concerned. 
Happi~y, in this case there is no fear of a Soviet veto, sin~e this is one 
of the few quastions on which Ame1i0an anri Soviet p lic:ies do not conflict .. 
Should the U.S. Government> on the other hand, majntain a calculated hands
off po) ·.cy exnept for regifJtering a favorable vote II the fore1.gn governments 
will be exposed to the unilateral press11re of the British ann Arab Govern
ments against Israel rs admission 51 and no action on this issue will be tal, 3fl 

at the forthcoming Paris session of the United Ntitions. This should not be 
allowed to happen. 

In explc-ining to all frjendly g0vernments the VBlue it sets by 
Isr·ael' s speedy admission to U .N. membersrd.p I President Trumrln and Secretary 
Mc.rshall will rr..ise the prestig13 cf the United Nat:.ons and introduce a badly 
neede1 element of firmness and stability jn the situation in the Mid~e East. 
Should the Paris session of the l ~N. pass without Israel being admi tel, it 
will be difficr:.lt to escape the onc)uslon t:1.at this is due to the Depar't
ment of State once more having put its own idio:iyncrasi.es and Mr. Bevtn is 

personal bias ahead of the dictates of honor and world pe~ce, and to President 
Truman's tolerance of this regr-ettable stand, 

As~de from eve~ything else, the question raises the fundarrental 
issue of the integrity of party ple ges. Beth pflrt,y platforms h ve come 
out in favor of Israel's speedy admi~s.:on ir.to the Cnitad Nations., Here 
is an example of b:t--partisan fore:igr. pv) icy in t.,e t.1'U st sense cf the word. 
Should either the Democratjc Ad!niniatration or the 1~01 ... blican Party manifest 
a tendency to .cenege on this pledge, this would b~ a most se~ious matter$ 

9/16/48 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date September 16, 1948 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

We ho?e that your le;cel emergency committee is already carryirlg 
out the progr~n of action outlined in my memorandum of September 8, 1948. 
Once ag£~n it is necessa=y that I emphasize the :i.D1pcrtance of speed. This 
is the critical period dtir ing which the Ji .. dministration must be induced to 
fulfill its promises regarding Is:::-ael. We dare not allow this moment to 
pass without exerting maximum efforts to bring about dg_ jure reccgnition 
of Israel and the economic aid which the Pr~:::ident and the platfor·ms of 
the Democratic and Republican parties have pledged. If these two objectives 
oould be achieved quickly the possibility for political gains at the forth
coming meeting of the United Nations G~neral Assembly in Paris would be 
greatly enhanced. 

In addition to the activities suggested in our memorandum of 
September 8th we urge that you do the followings 

1. Request your Senators and Representatives to phone or ~~re the 
Chairman of the Export-Iraport Bank of Washington urging that t~ .. .a·: institution 
grant the requested loan immediately. We are conf~.dent that a large nt.mber 
of the members of both Houses of Congress w::.11 be happy- to join us in 
pointing out to the Export-Import Ba~k that theTe i~ no justification for the 
postponement of the $1oojooo,ooo J.oan to Israel 3nd i!1 c.emanding that it be 
extended forthwith. Suoh calls and telegrams sho'J.ld be addressed to William 
McO. Martin, Jr(/, Export-Import Bank of Washington, 734 Fifteenth Street, N.W., 
Washingto:o, D. C. (Phonei .Q~public 7890) ., 

2. We have already sent you background material on the questions 
or de jure recognition, economic aid and immigration. No doubt you are calling 
these to the attention of newspaper editors~ columnists an~ radlo commentators. 
Enclosed is the promised memorandum on the admission of Israel ~nto the United 
Nations. Please put this material to good use so that heilpiul newspaper and 
radio comment will result from you:r efforts in this connection. 

Please let me have regular reports on your activities, and bear in 
mind that pow is the moment for action. Let us ensure that the American 
Zionist movement~ which has accompli~hed so much in the struggle to briilg 
Israel into being, shall never reproa~h itself fv~ failure to meet the challenge 
of the hour. 

HtSaRB 
Enc. 

Regards. 



,. 

ISRAEL'S_ MEMBF~RShIP IN THF, UNIT~D NATIONS 

To be admitted to membership ln the United Nations is the right 
of all "µeace-loving States which accept the obligations contained in 
the ... Charter and, in the judgrnt=>nt of the organiz,atjon 7 are able and 
willing to carry out these obligations." (Art. 4 of the Oha:r.ter) 

Israel has alrearty declared its acceptance of the obligations of 
the Charver. After Israel's record of repeated ag~eement to truce proposals 
in the face of Ar&b aggressionj no one can doubt its peace-loving character. 
Nor will anyone doubt Iesrc1elis ability and \>Ji1lingness to carry out obliga
tions freely undertaken. In both resp9cts Israel's record compares more 
than favorably with that of a great many S~ates admitted to membership. 
There is certajnly no comparison bett,J&en the record of Is:i"ael and that of 
the Arab States of whom six have been rewarded witl1 membership in the inter
national organization~ 

Neither independence nor internal democracy are listed in the 
Charter as prerequi&:ttes for membershio.. A!'H1 indeedJ many States are 
membe1·s of the Unj tert N,. tior1s wh~ ch are not truly indeo~ndent, while others 
live under regimes utterly devoid ·f any semblance of democracy. It i~ un
imaginable, in the circumstPnces, that a StntP. as genuinely independent and 
as firmly based on democratic ideals as Israel be denied membership. 

It is said at times tha.t Israel's member hip might be delayed on 
account of the lack of stability or the in~ef:uite character of its boundaries. 
The argument is certainly far from candid. China and Greece, to name but the 
most blatant cases, are obviou~ly not enjoying s+,ability . Polancl, for one, 
had its fronti.ers undefined at a time when it joh1ed the United 1 atlons. 
Attempts to prevent or delay IsrRel 1s membership on this or any sjmilar basis 
must be considered therefore as a crass examr>le of applicatic-n 0f a double 
stands rd. What Israel is ur1dergoing n'1w is not internal instahiJ ity out 
foreign aggression. To de:'e'l'ld States against foreign ag ress1on is the most 
sacred duty of the United Nations, and an att8mpt to evade it b~, de11yi:1g 
membership to the victim of aggression wouJd be a scandalouJ pe:i:-forman~e. 

There ia, however, one added circumstauce which makes the adcission 
of Israel espee'ia~ly urgent. Israel has emerged es an independ2nt State as 
a consequence of a solemn verdict of the United Nations. Surely the United 
Nations owes it to itself speedily to admit to memberstd.p a natio:-i thu6 formed., 

The announcement of the Derar ment of State (in a letter by 
Counselor Bohlen tC' Represe11tative Javi.ts) tbat tbe U. ,9. delegat1oa wlll 
support IsrE1el's ElppJication for membersh1.p is, of ccu:'~e, very gratifylng .. 
At the same time it ought to be cl.ear to aJl obse:vers that a great deal 
depends on the extent to which this support w:i.11 be 111hole-l.Lea1·ted and 
energettc or merely perfunctory. It is we] 1 krw":n to what extent the Western 
countries are inclined to follow the Amerit.an lead, as loilg as they kno,,; that 
a cel'ta.in cour~e :ls i.ndeed de~ired by the Oov~rnment of the United Stat.es. 



- 2 -

Both in the Security Counc:i.l nnd ln the Assembly, a ma,iority is certain to 
emerge in favo1· of Israel I s awr.is~ion if the American Govel'nment makes its 
position on this issue sufficien·vly cleer to the go7ernments concerned. 
Happily, in -chis case there is no fear of a Soviet veto, since this is one 
of the few questions on wh1ch American anrl Soviet p"llicies do not conflict. 
Should the U.S. Governrnentf on the other 1and, maintain a calculeted. hands
off po] ~-CY exnept fo:c regi.steri ng a favorable vote 9 the foI ei5n governments 
will be exposed to the ~nilateral prP. sm,re of the Bri tj sh and Arab Govern
ments against Israel rs admission, and no '1ction on this issue will be tal< Jn 
at the forthcoming Paris session of the United N&tions . This should not be 
allowed to happen. 

In explEiining to ell frjendly governments the value it sets by 
Israel I s speedy admission to U .N. merebersrd.p, President Truman and Sec:retary 
Marshall will re.ise the prPstig'\3 cf the United Nations and intr0duce a badly 
needed element of firmness and stabi_lity in the situation i.n the Mid ... :1.e East. 
Should the Paris session of the lLN. pass -withu,it Israe] being admittec, it 
will be difficult to escape the conc]usi.on that this is due to the Departi
ment of State once more having put its o-wn id:iosyncras:i.es and Mr. Bevjn 1 s 
personal bias ahead of the dictates of honor an<i world peace, and ~o President 
Truman's tolerance of this regret.table stand. 

Aside from everything elsP., the questlon raises the f'undarrental 
is~me of the inte6rity of party pledges. Both part,y platforms have come 
out in favor of Isrtrnl' s speedy admiss.:.on into the U'ni ted Nations ? Here 
is an example of bi-partisan foreign po] icy in tte t .rucst sense of the word. 
Should either tho Democratic Administration or the I~pt.blican Party manifest 
a tendency to renege 011 this pledge, this wo,.1.ld be a most serious matter. 

9/16/48 

I 
J 
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TRUUAN F.EAFFI R-t S HIS I $RAEL STAND IN REPLY TO DE\'l'EY 

:By Clayton Kno,·1les 

Washington, Oct. 24 -- President Truman declared tonight that he 
would approve no change in the United llations partition of Palestine, 
effected last fall, that in turn was not acceptable to the State of 
Israel. 

Apparently supplementine the position tween by Secretary of State 
Marshall last month before the United Nations, the Presid()llt, re
ferring to the Democratic platfoiin plank on the Holy Lan~, declared: 

"This has been and is now my position." 

At Paris on Se-gtember 21, Secretary Marshall celled upon both sides 
in Palestine to accept 11 the Bernadott~ plan in its entirety", ussert
ing that it offered "a generalJy fair basis for settlement of the 
Palestine question". He stated. that 11no plan could be proposed . 
Hhich \\TOUld be entirely satisfuctory in all respects to eve17 in
terested party11 • 

In his statement tonight, issued just before he boarded his ccmpnign 
train for his last big appeal to the voters, the President noted 
that the Palestine situation was again before the United Il'ations_. 
He said that these proceedings looked toward "an amicable settl~ 
ment of the conflj.cting positions of the parti¥ in Palestine"• 

"In the interests of peace, 11 he said, "this work must go f9T\1ard. 
A plan has been submitted which provides a basis for a reneued 
effort to bring about a peaceful adjustment of differences. It 
is hoped that, by using this plan as a basis for negotiations, the 
conflicting claims of the parties can be settlec 11 • 

''lhile he thus took cognizance of wha t is transpiring at Paris, the 
whole tone of the President I s stat ement wa~ regarded a s tentc.ti ve, 
when compared to the strong stnnd taken by SecretarJ Uarshall l c..st 
month. At that time, the Secretary said: 

11 The United States considers that the conclusions contDined 
in the final rey,ort of Count Bernadotte offer a generally 
fair basis for settlement of the PE.le st fne question. IIy 
Government is of the opinion that the conclusions are sound, 
and strongly urges the parties and the General Assernbly to 
accept them in their entirety as the best possible basis for 
bringing peace to a. distracted land11 • 

It was noted that, at no point, did the Presi~ent place his endorse
ment upon the Bernadotte p-roposals as "sound" as had Secretary Ilarshall, 
contenting himoelf instead with seying that they offered "c.. basis of 
necotiation11 • 

The President's statement came in answer to a statement by Govemor 
Dewey on Friday in ,,hich he rea:ffinned his endorsement of the 
Republican Party's platfonn plank on Israel. This statement, limited 
to two paragraphs, apparently made Mr. Truman angry, for he referred 
to it in his very first words ••• 
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The President 1 s statement, while pegr;ed on Governor De'Ueyl s ~0nsuer 
to a request by the American Christian Pa1e stine Committee of Het·r 
York, follo,1ed a series of newsp:tper advertisements by Zionist 
groups calling upo!i IIr. Truman to clarify his ot·:n position. 

One such advertisement, running a full page, \!as paid for by tho 
.American Zionist Emergency Council of Mew York. Cn.11 i.ne attention 
to the position taken by Secretary Marshall, this advertiscr11ent 
asked: 

"Mr. Truman: ,,.,here do you stand on this issue?" 

This advertisement directly challenged r:r. Truman to repudiate his 
Secretary of State. 

HLS:MSR 
Enc. 

"'Which is it, Mro President?" the advertisement asked. 11 The 
policy which you. have stated in the :past, which determined 
our Government's stand in November, 1947, and which is alno 
the declared policy of y0ur party -- or the policy most 
recently expressed by Mr. Harshall, wh ch is in violent 
contradiction to it? 

"He respectfully await your answer. 11 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

3~2 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chaixmen of Local Energency Committees Date September 28, 1948 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Attached is copy of an advertisement which will appear in a number of news,-. 

papers on Sep'tcmber 29 and 30. 

!tis a statement of the Zionist position ~~th r .ference to the Bernadotte 
proposal. It woulc.. be very helpful in the influencing of J)Ublic opi:1.ion if 

this ad could appear in your city. Please take the matter up with your 

com."'!littee nnd try to have it reprinted in your c01nmunity. 

Regards. 

HLS:RB 
Enc. 



.. 

AliOTHER REVE..'qSAL -- .i\UOTIU-:R BETRAYAL 

In a sudden burst of speed, the British Government a.'ld our . .A.&ninistra
tion are seeking to bri!1g about the earliest aclo )tion of the last Bernad._J tte 
proposals on Palestine by· the General A~ser11bly of t h e United natio:1so The 
Bernadotte re-.i;>ort recommends tha t the Jegev_, consisting of two-thirds of the 
State of Israel as set up by the United lJations RP-solution of Uovember 29, 1947, 
should be t orn awn:y fro?n Israel a_,.1d hn...'11.ded over to the Arab invad.ers, 11re~erably 
Tr.1'lsjordan. It also prop oses that Jerusalem be pl.4ced under United nations 
control, without any corridor connecting it with Israelo 

These proposals rrcre put forward by Count Bernadotte merely as a 
basis for discussioni as his repo1~t mpk:es clearo Hov•ever, both Foreign Secretary 
Bevin and Secretary of State 1.!arshnll hn.ve chosen to i gnore that fact and have 
urged accepta'Yl.Ce of the Be.L·nadotte plan in tot,Q., The rea.son for this bla..'lket 
endorsement and for t heir haste in trying to achieve t he immediate a.dop tion of 
the plan is transparent. Tbe British Foreign Of.~ice, v·hose longstanding hostility 
to the Je1t1ish ~tate has pro9-uced a lamentable record 0f ceceit" is currently try
ing to make capit al out of the assassination of Count 13e:"nadotte -- and our State 
Department is collaborating. They are attempt~ng to r~ilroad C0u.nt Bernadotteis 
plan through the General .Assembly -- as a monument to his memory -- ,.vhile his 
tragic death is still !'resh in the public mindc-

Su~h cynicnl exploitation of a criminal act, committed by outlaTis vrhom 
the State of Israel is trying to hunt a.o,,m and root out, is what we have come to 
expect of Mr. :Sevin' s Foreign Office. But it is un,"'ortby of our country and its 
traditions of justice. We do not tllink 1e arc ar~cing t oo much r1hen we call upon 
the United States Government to de:11 with the Bernac.otte proposals solely on 
their merits and quite apart from the traeedy of September 17. 

A,Yl Unjust, unworkPble Plan 

When viewed objectively Rnd dispassio!la.tely, the Bernndotte plan is 
manifestly tL'ljust and unworkable. By cutting av,ay the 1Jegev from Israel, the 
plan would reduce the J~wish state tn size by no less th:m 3800 square miles, 
while a mere 420 square miles of roc cy and. hilly cstern Ga:ilee ,muld be added 
to it 11 in compensation"• Thus, the entire State of Israel v,ould consist of 
approximately 2400 square miles -- a tiny area incapable of absorbing and support .. 
ing the hundreds of thousands of J ewish refueees who a.re despera tely seeking 
emigration to Israel. 

M.:>reover, if it were removed from Israel the Negev would be doomed to 
remain a desert wasteland; fo1· the Je,vs alone are preparea. to make it habitable 
by costly and ex~ensive irrigat .. on projects -- somethi ng which is not to be ex ... 
pected from King Abdullah, whose 35,000 square miles are largely underpopulated 
and uncultivated. 

Not to be overlool;.:ed also is the fact that cutting away the Uegev w9uld 
deprive Israel of the waters and minerals of the Dead Sea and thereby seal off 
an important avenue for economic dev·elopnent whiC'l1 the new state sorely need~o 
It would alao deprive Israel of access to the Red Sea and render it extremely 
difficult for Israel to engage in commerce with the Far Ea,st and with Africa,> 
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Perhnps one of the real reasons why it is now proposed to take the 
lJegev from Israel and hand it over to Britain's puppet, Abdullah, is to be found 
in recent reports of oil deposits in tlw~ area. Surely the industry of Israel 
could use such a fuel reserve without remaining forever at the mercy of British
Arab proa_uction in Iraq. 

. 
Last year the British induced our State Department to argue in the 

United nations that the Negev should be removed from the Je,;,ish state area. 
After the Jewish .Agency agreed to the transfer of sizable portions of the IJegev 
to the Arab statei the State Department ceased its agitation. On Hovember 22, 
1947 Herschel v. Johnson, our delegate to th~ United nations, declared: 11 We 
think that the Jewish Agency has made, from its point of view, an equitable a..~d 
fair proposal, and whatever reservatioH the United States delegation maintains 
with respect to this area ( the Uegev) ie wi thd.rawn. 11 

Has anything happened since Uovember 221 1947 to warrant a change of 
this clearly-expressed attitude on the question of the lJegev? Why, then, should 
our Government be a party to the latest British attempt to cripple Isra el? 

The Jerusalem :Frono~al 

The Bernadotte proposal regarding Jerusalem is surely the most unreal
istic of statements when viewed against the backgrout1d of recent events in the 
Holy City. After having repulsed the wanton attacks of the British-led, British
supplied Arab Legion a.~6.. aft er having endured months of siege a"ld privation, the 
Jews of Jerusalem will hardly consent to len.ve t:teir city unprotecterl in the 
midst of hostile Arab surrou.~dings, unconnected with1he state of Israel, and with 
no greater security for life and property than would be forthcoming from the 
nominal "control" of the United nations. The J ews of Jerusalem and of Israel 
kno\v only too well what it means to be dependent on Arab respect for lTni ted Uatio~s 
authority. The e.lmost dai ly flaunting of that authority by the Arabs has not 
served to reassure them that a better attitude will be demonstrated in the future. 
The Jews }mow that it was their 0 1.1,n streneth -- their fieht on the battlefields 
against ovf)rr,helming odds -- rather than U~i t ed Hat ions "control" which saYed Uew 
Jerusalem and its inhabi ta~ts from destruction. They are not prepared to expose 
themselves to such murderous attacks again. 

For all of these reasons -- and there are many more -- Count Bernadotte• s 
proposals must be rejected. It shoul~ be added that the British and .American 
officials who are now vrorking for t he adoption of this :plan are incredibly naive 
if they expect Israel to submit to it. !Jo self-respecting nation would passively 
accept its own dismemberment -- end Israel is as elf-respecting nation. Having 
successfully defended their political independence, having spilled the~r blood 
in expelling the invaders from their territory, the citizens of Israel will surely 
not permit a11y part of their land to be presented to a.~ Arab potentate. They had 
accepted the United nations partition decision of Uovember 29, 1947 - at great 
sacrifice to.their leeitimate rights and aspirati0ns -- bece.use they believed that 
this wos a final compromise solution. But they will not accept a !_hird partition 
of Palestine. 



. . ... 

- 3 -

The United nations should consider well the full illl]?lications of the 
proposals which Mr. Bevin ana. Mr. Uarohall have endo:-sed so heartily. m1at they 
are suggesting is that military a~gressors receive in a gift pac~t~ge what th~y 
failed to win by force of arms, a.l'ld that a nation which successful:J.y def ended 
its territory aeainst international gangsterism be penaJ.ized for its efforts. 
That, in effect, is what Mr. Bevin and Mr. Marshall are advocating. We fervently 
hope that the United nation~ will refuse to become a party to this immoral scheme. 

The Bernadotte recolllJT\endati.ons ~" not even poss':!ss the virtue c;,f Arab 
agreement to comme!ld theM to the terious atte:1tion of the United Uaticns. The 
Arabs have alrec.dy rejected the p:i•opos&ls. The :Berne.dotte report and Hr~ Bevin's 
statement make it clear that the plan ~ould have to be i.mnosed. If a solution is 
to be im:r.osed tn Palestine, why !lot that solution which has the bacldng of world 
op5.nion -- the United Uations dectsion of noveruber 29, 1947? Why does Mr. 
Marshall seemi!lgly p ... ofer to impose a new, unjust, unworkable plan rather than a 
just, workable compromise which has received the overwhelllling a:_pproval of the 
nations of the world, including the United Stat es? 

The Lr.ter.t Pledge and the Latest P~orma.nce 

Hr. Marshall's unequjvocal ena.or!:emcnt of the Bernadotte report can only 
be regarded as a."lother unwarranted reversal of TJ1dted. ~tates policy, such as took 
place on March 19, when the A<lmini stra+, ion suddenly attempted to scuttle the parti
tion decision and proposed a trusteeship for Palestine. 

President Trim1an is s~eking re-election on a plntform which declares: 
"We approve the clairi:s of the state o:f' Israel to the boundaries set forth in the 
United rations Resolution of 1J0 '!ember 29 Md co . sin.er thn.t nodification thereof 
should be made only if fully acceptable to the State of Israel." 

How does President Truman reconcile t~ds plainly-stated pledge with the 
position trucen by his Secretnry of State? 

The American people have a right to know. 

9/29/48 



October 7, 1948 

I 

Jlr. Harr., Shapiro 
Ameriean Zionist Emerpney Council 
3u2 diaon AYeDU8 
Nn York, New Ycrk 

lly' dear • Shapiro• 

ould you be good enough to send ua two copiee ot the current 
Manhattan tel.ephone directory? Thank you ve17 much. 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary to Dr. Silver 
er 



TELEGRAM 

OCTOBER 14, 1948 

MR . H.Ai.~Y SHAPIID 
, 

M RICAN ZIONIST EluERGE CY COUNCIL 
342 W)ISON Affl UE 
l V YORK , NE~ YORK 

THE YIDDISH EDITORIALS ON DEVIEY SHOULD 3E SE JT r TH A TRA SLATI OJT 

TO DEViJEY 1S HEADQUARTEH.S AND .ALSO TO ROGE STRAUS . 

SIL.VER 
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Plf'tC:S,IIELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Asso,i4ted Org1111iz11tions 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadusah • Mizracbi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE PELFASE 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST JTh:ERGENCY COUNCIL VOICES GRATITUDE 

FOR TRUM.Al! AHD DEWEY STATEMENTS OM ISRAEL 

- - .. -
ZIONISTS LOOK FORWARD TO ACTI01J U! ACCOWANCE WITH DECLARA.TiONS 

- -- - ... 

New York, Oct. 27 -- The .American Zionist Fmergency Council, which SJ)eclts 

for all Zionist organizations in the United States, today expressed its deen 

gratitude to both Preoident Truman and Governor Dewey for their recent st8.te

ment s reaffinnin~ the platform, of their parties with respect to Israel. 

The Council, t-:hose chaiunan is D:c. Abba Hillel Silver, declared that the 

"timely action 11 of President Truman and Governor Dewey "at a moment ,:hen the 

subject of Palestine is pending before the Political CoMmittee of the United 

Nations ·will indicn.te to the delegations there assembled that the Americcn 

people, regardless of political affiliation, through their leaders whole

heartedly and unitedly endorse the territorial integrity of Israel. It repre

sent s, indeed, .American bi-pa1·ti san action on i ta highest level and places the 

question of Israel above dcmestic politics. 11 

The text of the Council 1s statement followsi 

"The .American Zionist Emergency Council, which speaks for all major Zionist 

organizations in the United States, is deeply grateful to both President Truman 

and Governor Dewey for their recent statements reaffirming the platforms of their 

parties with respect to Israel. 

(more) 



"Their timely action at a moment when the subject of Palestine is j_)ending 

before the Poli ti cal Committee of the United Natio:1s 1.-1ill indicate to the clele

gati ons there assembled that the Amerlcen people, rega:1 dless of poli ti col affilia~ 

tion, through their leaders wholehea.r·tedly and unitedly endo:.:-se the territorial 

integrity of Isrc:.el. It reprcse::1ts, indeed, American bi-partisan actj,on on its 

highest level and places the question of Israel abo\•·e cornestic politics. 

"American policy on Israel no lon.~er remains in doubt. The world. nou l-nows 

where the .American people stand. We crui confidently expect that all opproprlate 

assistance \•rill be speedily rendered by our Gove1n,nont to Israel in the :'orr.1 of 

adequate economic aid, in accordance with the President's public directive; that 

the .American delecation will SUJ>})Ort before the United Nati<-ins in Par1. s the just 

claims of Isrnel to exist as a free nation, safe from aggression; und thD.t no 

modific:.1tion of its boundo.ries shall. be mn<le without the consent of the State of 

I srael. 11 

-.••30---
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• AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 27, 1948 

Harry L. Shapiro 

The enclosed press release i ~suod toJ.rw l)y the Ame ri <"Sn Zionist Tolerbency 
Council exp res· es the e;rrtti tude of our movement to P 1·esi dent Tru:.1DI1 and. 
Governor De,..,ey for their recent statements rcnffinnin€; t11e platforms of t:1eir 
parties with respect to Israel. 

i•Te are sending you he1·e,.-Ji th the full text of both der.larat~. onn. Governor Dewey 
isnuea his statement on Fridr:y, October 22 in t.he foiin of a let ten.· to l'e['ll 
Al:'Dnge, chairr.1ro1 of t 1e .A:nerican Chri..,tian Palestine Comm.tttee of ~!eu Yo:..·k. 

The exchange of letters bet·.,een Governor Dcwe~r and Ur<> AlfrJn_ze follo, ·s: 

Hon~ Thomas E. Dev:ey 
Governor of the State of 3m·1 York 
Albany, New York 

Dear Governor~ 

October ~O , 1948 

As Chai nnan of the Arneri can Ch rl sti r PPl<'stine Cor:uni t tee of 
Hew York, I have been ;:1'l'OVG1:V conce::n cl with tho fast--movinG 
events ,..,,hich r.oaccrn the f a te of the St ntc of Is1"1el and the 
stabi:t.i ty of the peace of the Hiclale Euc t. 

I recall that in Septe111ber, 194'7 :von np1:.,roved. thti majo1-i ty 
report of the lnitcd Nations Spec. al. Com il1 ittce ···hich recom
mended a partition of lrleot1ne. '11lir. re1ort wus ad.optetl by 
the resolution o.: the Tn.'i _'i.ssert1bly on fovembor 29 , 1947 o 

In June , 1948 the Re:publicfln Pi'..rty, as~emhled in convention in 
Phila.dt!Lphia, adoJ,ted the folJ.ot.:i ng plntfo nn: iq;e welcome I sro.el 
into the ::amily of n ations ant~. t Jke pride in tho f .. 1.ct that the 
Republican Party uar- the fir&t to call for the o:·tablic:hrnf:nt of a 
free and indepenc1.ent Jewish com wm .·enlth. The vtcillation of t 10 

DE:'mocratic Party on this quentL>n hn.s 1mdermlnerl the presti ->e of 
the United Nations. Subject to tho letter and npirit of the tu~ 
Charter we pled 0 e to Israel 11111 reco .i tion, wl th its boundarien 
as sru1ctioned by the UN antl aid in deveJ 01,int· its econom:;o 11 

. 

At this moment ,.-.,hen the f~te of ts1iael is at stal-:e, the rc t.iffirmc.
tion of your endors~m e,,1t of t,he Reln1.blican Party's platfo1m 1,>lcc1,::e 
in respect to I Sl'c. el wo lld be ;no~t reur.snrin.:;o 

Sincere]:, ~"ourr, , 

Dean 1.J.f • e, ChB.-. rman 
~'\mericun Christjan Palestine Committee 

of l~eH Yorl-': 



• 

Octoqer 22, 1948 
Hon. Dean Alf ange, Chairman 
.American Christion Palestine Cormnittee 
9 East 40 Street 
New York, N. Y,, 

Dear Dean: 

I have your letter of October 20 and I want to a~sure you thc.t I, 
too, have been deeply disturbed by the even ts in Pales tine. "'\s 
you kno,-,, I have [',1,,.mys felt the J e,-,i sh i)eople are entitled to a 
homeland in Palestine uhich would be politically and economicE'lly 
stable. My viel'S have been clearly e:z-_pressed over the years md 
I did, indeed, approve the majority report of the United Nations 
Special Committee which recommended partition of Palestine. 

In my acceptance speech at Philadelphia I ple<3.ged my whole-hearted 
support of the Republican platform and th :1t certainly included the 
Palestine planko r.:y position t od.Dy is the same. 

The Jews have brougit twentieth centul'"'J civilization to Palestine. 
They have sho1,,m that the Holy- Land can be industrious and abundont. 
Since the creation of Israel the Jewish peo-ple have made great 
sacrifices for their goal of ind.ependence and freedom$ 

Organizations such as the Arlerican Chri ctinn Palestine Corrrnittee 
of New York can give great moral sum)ort to the J'eO})le of Isrc.el 
in attaining their objectives -- peace and security in their 
hard-won homeland. Toward that end I wish them every success. 

Sincerely , 

Thomas E. Dewey 

----
The Neu York Herru.d.-TribJ:ID.! of Saturday. October 23 reported Govemor Deuey 1 s 
action as follows: 

ImTEY ST.ANDS :SY UN PLAN ON PALSSTINE 

l3y Murray Snyder 

Governor Thomas E. Dewey in effect repudiated the Truman 4'cmini s
trati on Is Palestine policy yesterd~. 

Without referring directly to the jdministration1s indorsernent 
of the l3emadotte plan to take the Negeb region away from Israel, 
the Governor said his own position in support of the original 
United Nations partition plan was unchanged. 

He rea:f'fi zmed his ff wholehearted support ff of the Republican 
platform pledge last June of "full recognition (to Israel) ,,rJ.th 
its boundaries as sanctioned by the United Nations and aid in 
developing its economy". 

He recalled that he previously hv.d approved the UN partition 
recommendations, and ranking Republicans, who had eoutJit a 



reoffinnation of his position for its crull!'aign value, sa:ld the.t in 
this statement of aI1proval, issued September 11, 1947, he snid: 
11 It may be that certain adjustments 'Hill have to be made in the 
actual boundaries, but, on the face of it, the pert-t tion recon; .1cndeCi. 
seems a minimum for Je,·,ri rh need.s11 ~ 

This major break betueen the Rep•1blican Prestdential candidate and 
the Democrats on foreign policy was disclosed in an e~chmlge 'Jf 
letters bet\':een Mr. De,,,ey and Dean Alfange, chai man of the k.1crl con 
Christian Palestine Committee of Hew York. The letters were re;.eo.sed. 
at Dewey-l'larren hevd<1_uarters at the Hotel P.oosevel t. 

It was regardeo. as of part:tcular signi:icance bec~.nse, if Irr. Det:ey 
is elected on November 2, ids policy is likely to sup~rsed.e the 
present policy of the Urd ted States 1.-:hen the Genoral Ascer:1bly beG1,ns 
its postponed disc~ssion of the P~lestine question.oo 

------

President Truman issuecl his state1;,ent on Su11d.~r, October 24. The full text 
follows: 

The Republican cen.didate for J>resident has seen flt to relec.ne a 
stc:..tement with reference to Palestine. This sto.te,11ent is in the 
forni of a letter dated October 22, 1948, ten da;fs before the 
election. 

I had hoped our foreig,i affairs could continue to be handled on 
a non!)artisiin basis ,rlthout being injected into the Presidential 
campaign. The Republican candidate's statement, hm•:ever, makes 
it necessary for me to reiterate my own positlon ·Jith respect to 
Palestine. 

I stand squarely on the provisj_ons cove1."ing Israel in the Deno
cratic platform. 

I approved the provisions on Israel at the time they were uri tten. 
I reaffirm that approval nov. 

So that everyone mcy be familiar with my position, I set out here 
the Democratic platfonn on Israel: 

"l?resident Truman, by grPnting immediate recognition to 
Israel, led the uorld in extending f1ier~dshi.:p and welcome 
to a people who have long sour.11 t and justly deserve freedom 
and indepeud.ence. 

"We pledge full recognition to the State of Israel. l·le . 
affirm our pride that the United States, under the J.eac.e:r
ship of Presid.ent ~ru.man, played a leading role in the 
adoption of the resolutlon of November 29, 1947, by the 
United Ua.tions General Assembly for tho creation of a 
J e\·11 sh State. 

"Ue approve the cla,im of the State of Israel to the 
boimdaries set forth in the United N'&tions• resolutlon 
of November 29 and conslder that moa.if:2.cati.ons thereof 
should be made only if fully accept able to tile State of 
Israel. 
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"We look forward to the admission of the State of Israel 
to the United iTa.tions and its full participation in the 
international comrrruni ty of nations. ,·Te pledge appropriate 
aid to the Sto.te of Israel in developing its economy and 
resources, 

11 i'Te favor the revision of the arms embargo to accord to 
the State of Isrn.el the right of self-defense. We pledge 
ourselves to uo rk for the modification of any te~ol11tion 
of the nnited Nations to the exter.t that it may prevent 
any such revi si on. 

11 "1e continue to su.ppo rt within the framework of the United 
Nations, the internationalization of Jerusalem and the 
protecti.on of the holy places in Palestine. 11 

I ,-.,i sh to wiplify the three portions of the platfonn about l1hich 
there has bf'en c onsid.erable dj_ scassi on. 

On Ma~r lt1, 1948, this country recognized. the existence of the inde
pendent State of Israel. I was info::i-rea. by the Honorable Elicllii 
Epstein that a Provi~ionel Government h~d been established in Isr~elo 
This co·Jntry recogni7,ed the Provisional Government as the de facto 
authorl ty of the new State of Israel. t'ihen a pennanent Gove111r:1ent 
is elected in Israel it will :promptly be given de jure recognition. 

The :Oemocratic platfonn states that ,:,e approve the cla:i.ms of I sro.el 
to the boundaries set forth in the United rations resolution of 
Hove1nber 29, 1947. and consider that moclification thereof should be 
made only if fully accept able to the St ate of Israel. 

This has been and is now my po~itj_on. 

Proceedings are nou teki.ng place in the United Nations looking touo..rd 
en ~mi cable settlement of the conflicting :positions of the parties in 
Palestineo In the interests of peace this work must go foruard.., 

A pl:m has been submitted which provides a ba~is for a renet,ed effort 
to bring about a :peaceful adjustment of differences. It is hoped that 
by using this plan as a basis of negotiation, the conflicting clc'.'ims 
of the parties can be settled~ 

With reference to the granting of a loan or loans to the State of 
Isra,el, I have directed the departments and aeencies of the ~"{ecutj_ve 
branch of our Government to work to t ether in expediting the considera,.. 
tion of any apr>lic~tions for loans ,..,hich may be submitted by the 
State of Israel. 

It is my hope that such financial aid. ,'Jill soon be p;ranted and that 
it will contribute substf.lntially to the long-term development and 
stability of the Near East. 

--- .. 
X}le New York Times of October 25 reported the Pres:l.dent' s action ~-n the follotdng 

• di spat oh: 
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TRt.n-I.AN REAFF:i:Fl!S HIS ISRAJi!i ST.AND IN REPLY TO DElT.CY 

By Cleyton Kno\ ·les 

Wachington, Oct. 24 -- President Trumal'l declared tonight that he 
would a11prove no chanp.;e in the Uai ted ::'Jntions partition of Palestine, 
effected last foll, that in tam was not acce!)table to the St.:...te of 
Israel. 

A:rJparentJy sup21lerientin1 the !)OSi. tion tulcen by Secretary of State 
1-tarshull last month before the United Nations, the President, re
ferring to the DejJoc ... atic platfom1 pJ ank on the Hol;v Land, declared: 

11 This has been and is noumy position .n 

At Paris on Se"i.J ter.iber 21, Secreta ry MarshaJ.l called upon oath sides 
in Palestine to o.cce-2 t "the Bernadotte pl:in in its entirety", o.ssert
ing that it offered 11 a gcneralJy fair brisls for settlement of the 
Polestine qu0stion". He stc.tec1 t:b at 11 no n1.an co1lld be propoced . 
,-:hich ,voul be entirely satisfc..ctory in all respects to eve17 in
terested party". 

In his statement tonifht, issued just before he boarded 1is c ~m~nign 
train for 1is lest bi g appe c1l to +he vote r"! , he President noted 
that 'th e Pru.estine si tua.tion w.:.s again before the u~1i ted ·rations .• 
He s aid that these proceedings looked toward "an amicable settle
men t of the conf1.· cting poai tions of the parties in l?alestine11 • 

11 In the interes ts of peace, 11 he said, 11 t,.is w01-k must go f9i,1arcl. 
A plan has been subin i tted which prc,videt" a bar;is for a reneued 
effort to brinb about a reaceful adjust.. t of differencec. It 
is hoped that, by using this 1'.>lan as a ua.sis .1.or nebotiations, the 
conflicting cle.ims of the parties can be settled" 

''lhile he thu took coeni ance of \ 1h a t in transpirin , at Paris, the 
whole tone of t he Prerident 's <-t atement war-. rr.ga rded a C} tcnt ;-,,ti v c , 
when CO!Ilpared to the strong stc..J1d taJ:cn by Secreta r;" i-Iars'1ru.l l l'..st 
month~ At that time, the Secrota1y oaid: 

11 The lTnited St ates con,..ide ... s t hat t :1e conclusions contained 
in tho final rcp oJ..-t of \Joun t Ben1a.dotte offer a genP.ral l y 
f:1ir b e'3is for ~et ' lement of the r al c~.t5ne question. l y 
Governm8nt is of the opir..ion that the conclusions are sound, 
and Slirongl:r u-rges the parties and the Cenerru. Assemhly to 
ac eµt them in their entirety as the best possible ·oasis for 
bringing peuce to a. \,listracted lund11 • 

It was noted thot, at no point, did the Presic.ent place his endorse
ment upon the Bernadotte p't"oposals as "s01u1d 11 as had Secreta1y ·iarshall, 
contenting hi111celf instead with seying tha t they offered 11 2. be.sis of 
nei:;otia ti on 11 • 

The President's statement co.me in an war to a sto.teoent by Governor 
De\'1ey on Friday in 1hich he reaffinned l is en<lorsement of tho 
Rerublican Party I s platfonn plank on Is ··ecl. This statement, limited 
to two po.racra}'hs, appa:.·en tl:v made !1r. Truman ane;rJ, for he referred 
to it in hi a very :first words ••• 
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The Fresident 1 s statement, while peg{;ed on Govern.or De"ey1 s onsuer 
to a request by the American Christian Palestine Committee of New 
York, followed a series of newspaper advertisements by Zionist 
groups calling upon Hro 'rruman to clarify his O\m position. 

One such advertisement, running a full page, was paid for by tho 
.American Zionist Emer5ency Co1mcil of New York. Calling attention 
to the position taken by Secretary Marshall, this advertisement • 
asked: 

"Mr. Truman: ,,,here do you stand on this issue?" 

This advertisement directly challenged r.:r. T:ru.man to r<..1.JUd.iate his 
Secretary of State. 

HLS:MSR 
Enc. 

"'Which is it. Mro President?" the advertisement as~ced. "The 
policy which you. have stated. in the rJast, which deterrn5.ned 
our Government's stand in November , 1947, and which is aloo 
the declared :policy of you.r party -- or the policy most 
recently expressed b:r Mr. Harshall, which is in violent 
contradiction to it? 

11 lTe respectfully await your answero 11 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

""342 MAplSON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Energency Committees Date November 22, 1948 

From Harry L. Sha-pi ro 

On Saturday, November 20 the United Sta.tes Delegate to the United Nations made 
a statement of policy on Israel. We are now able to provide you 111 th suggestions 
for the resolutions which should "be adopted in connection with the Novenber 29 
Emniversa17 of the United N3.tions decislon" We al~o sug&est that the :points 
listed below be emphasized by speakers at meet:i.ngs held in observance of the 
anniversary-» 

We urge that you incorporate the following ideas in your resolutions: 

1. The United Nations decision of l ovember 29, 1947 favoring the 
creation of a Jewish Stnte in Palestine has been recorded as one 
of the great events in the long history of the Jewish people. }le 
take pride in the fact that it was the lead.ership of our Govern
ment ,-,h ich made this event possible. In observing the anniverscry 
of the United Nations decision we are deeply conscious of th6 fact 
that its objective -- the establi shrnent of the Jewish State -- ~as 
been realized by the Government find people of Israel rho single
hmidedly defended their political independence and terri tori.al 
integrity against the military aggression of the Arab States. 

2. During the first six ~onths of its existence the State of 
Israel has already absorbed tens of thousands of J e,..,1 sh immigrants 
and has carried forwnrd a tremendous resettleme!'lt program under 
the fire of the enemy·. We are hopeful that the remainder of the 
homeless and displaced Jews of Europe, ns well as the persecuted 
Je,·1s in MidCLle E-1.stem COW1 tries, wlll be enabled to emigrate to 
Iorael npeedily. thereby ending the Jewish refugee problem. i'l~ 
are profoundly a',mre of the great cost of this immigration and 
resettlement prograia and pledge our groatAst efforti:; and. fullest 
resources to secure the funds for the successful completion of 
this task. 

3. ,·Te express our satisfaction over the reaffinnation by the 
Gove1nment of the United States of its support of the original 
United Nations decision of November 29, and its declarA.tion that 
no alteration shall be made in the 'bom1naries of the Jewish State 
lli thout Israel I s consent. We commend the President of the United 
States for st··iting this policy clearly and forthrightly, ~nd '18 

welcome the statement of the United Nations Delegate before the 
United Nations on Saturday, November 20 as an indication that 
the President I s views begin to be reflected in American policy. 

4. In conveying our gratitude to the ?resident for standing 
finn on the question of Israel's territorial integrity, we 



.... 

respectfully urge him to remain on the alert lest his policies 
be frustrated by officials of his own Administration ,.,,ho have, in 
the past. sought to nullify his positive acts concerning Israel. 

5. Recognizing that the best hope for lr:4,sting peace in Palestine 
now lies in direct negotiations between the Government of Israel 
and the Arab states, we rosreetfully urge the President to use 
the full ,,.,eight of his authority to advance such direct peace 
conferences between Arabs and Jews. 

Please mcl<:e cer·tain that copies of all such resolutions adopted in your com
mud ty are sent to the l?resident a.t the White House in Washington. lle \·rould 
also li!ce to have copies for our own records. 

HLS:MSR 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To -

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date November 26, 1948 

Harry L. Shapiro 

I assume that you are aware of the reorgonizati ons which have recently 
taken place in the VcJ,rious brr..nches of our movement. Follo~·ring my 
election as Executive Vice-Ch,,iman of the TJ1dted Palestine Appeal, I 
subrni tted my resignation P, r, Executive Director of the Americ an Zionist 
Emergency Council. This, then, is my last memorandum to the Chairmen 
of Local :Eiuergency Cornmi ttees. 

In leaving the offices of the Emergency Council, I wish to express my 
thanks to all Local Cammi ttee Chai nnen. and lee,ders who have given me 
their fullest cooperation and ansistonce during the past five years. 
I am profoundly aware of the fact that the numerous activities launched 
by the Council during my executive directorship could not h ave been 
carried through successfull y without your efforts, and I accept my new 
responsibilities in the United Palestine Appeal with a sense of grati
tude to the community leadership of our movement. 

I &m confident that my successor as Executive Director, Mr~ A'l,e Tuvim, 
a capable and devoted servf.nt oi' our movement, will receive the sCI!le 
full measure of cooperation from yon and that the work of the Ameri con 
Zionist Emergency Council will be carried forward with undiminished 
vigor. 

HLS:MSll 




