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December 10, 1948 

llr. Abe Tuvim 
.American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Aftnue 
Nn York 17, New York 

ICr dear Tim.Ila 

I am enclosing herewith an item which may interest you. It 1a 
a part or the camp-ign of the -American Jewish Congre■a, spear
headed by Pietegorsk7 to aupplm t the z.o.A. on the American 
scene. You mq recall Pietegoralq'•• statemnta in recent weeks 
and the act ot the Congress to launch "state ot Israel Week" am 
to issue prcmounoarwnts on Zionist matters as it it re the 
spokaaan ~ the Zionist IIOY8ment in the tinted States. I would 
suggest that you discus this with Dr. Ne'mam. 

It would also be adrlsable • that you Nnd regular~ rel.ea•• to 
the Anglo-Jewish press and to the Yiddish press on the aotin.
ties of the EaerpJ107 Council. An article cOftring the wcrk 
ot the Co1mcil in connection w1 th the tbli ted Nations Assemb]T 
ot recent months, what it did to deteat the Bernadotte plan am 
to intluence the administration, etc., should be written lr; 
Uanaon am thens ent to the Anglo-Jewish ·press. I should liJm 
to•• the article betore it is released. 

W'1 th all good wishes, I 

• AHSaer 
Enc. 

Very oordial.17 yours, 

ABBA mLI.EL SILVPR 



~MERICAN ZIONIST EMER&ENCY COUNCIL 
,. 342 MADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver December 10, 1948 

From Abe TuVim 

A number of members of the Executive staff have asked 
me to give consideration to the need for a cost of living 
increase. I know I need not enter into any details about 
the cost of living since all of us are completely familiar 
with what it hss done to the dollar. 

The last increase we had ior the Executives was in 
October of 1947 - 14 months ago. I would very much like 
to do it in the form of a ten per cent living cost adjust
ment which will not effect the basic salaries for severance 
purposes. 

I will look forward to your approval. 

Kindest regards. 

AT:RB 



r_,. 

llr. Abe TuYim 
American Z1.om flJt Paergency Council 
342 Madison Awnu. 
New York 17, Bff Yark 

ltV" dear Turtm1 

December 13 • 1948 

In reply to your MJDOrandum, would you pleaae indicate 
to me what the 10% increase in salaries would 8lll0lmt. 

to? 

Vii th all good 1d.shes, I remain 

Ver:, cordial:cy, yours, 

ABBA ~ LEL SILVER 
AHS1or 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees 
Date 

December 14, 1948 

Abe Tuvim 

Attached you will find a report of the activities of the American Zionist 
Emergency Counci 1 ,.-,,hi ch was delivered at a meeting of the Aomini strati ve Counci 1 
of the Zionist Organization of America at the Hotel New Yorker on Sunday, 
December 12th. 

While the report does not convey the full scope of the Council's activities, it 
does indicate some of the highlights in our work d1uing the period following 
the November 29th decision of the United Nations General Assembly. 

A better understanding of EmergPncy Council work may be brought about if the 
report is read at meetings of your Zionist gro:1J1s. 

Kindest regards. 

AT:RB 
Enc. 
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BEFORT OF ACTIVITIES OF THE 
AMERICAN ZIOUI ST EMERG'.ENCY COUNCIL 

by 

ABE TUVIM 
Exect1tive l)11''3ctor 

Delivered before the Administrative Colmcil 
of the Zionist Organization of America 

Sunday, December 12, 1948 

The American Zionist Emereency Council hes just completed another year 

of activities, many of which played a most vital role in the political achieve

ments of the Jewish state since the partition decision of the United Nations 

General Assembly. Throughout this entire period the »nergency Council wo1·ked 

in close cooperation with the Jewish Agency for t-alestine and the representa

tives of the Government of Israel, thereby ensuring coordinated efforts in 

Israel I s behalf. 

Before the last echo of the affi nn ut i ve vote s at take Success passed 

into history on November 29, 1947, a conspiracy was already being hatched to 

undennine the partition resolution. One of the chief functions of the »nergency 

Council is to detect and anticipate adverse developments and to be prepared to 

meet them. Consequently, only a short time after the partition decision the 

Council found it necessary to call a national conference in Washinton which 

was held on February 16, 1948 and which sought to prepare our people for the 

treachery ahead. 

That conference served to re-mobilize our political forces and to serve 

notice on our enemies that we we;e taking up their new challenge. 

We begnn a widespread campaign of education -- with articles and occa

sional full page advertisements in the nation's press, with speakers over the 

radio and on lecture platforms thron.ghout America, with a program enlisting 

the active sunport of our friends in Congress and other leaders of public 
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opinion. This campaign resulted 1n a streRm of favorable editorial comment 

in the press and continned symJ.,athy on the part of the ren~ral J)Ublic. 

The Ma:-ch 19th reversal of the Untt ed States was a severe shoe] for our 

peo-r:e. Our movement had gone throur.,h ~rears of unabated 0rnotio-:1aJ. strain -

campai.gn had si.cceeded camnai~ -- and the pa:.·tition resolution had given 

many the long-a,,ralte:l feeling tha.t the ,io~ v;as over, that the time had cone 

t~ enjoy t!te fruits of victory. 'I'hc U. S. abnut-fa~e, therefore, J>roduced 

a rude awakening for the battle-weary· veter ns of onr political strw1ggle .. 

Furthermore, the State De·partment plOTHl f Pr:.dists rP.presented the new U. S. 

prorosals for 11 tru~e 11 and trust;e~chi:r in a very 11 re1.P,onable" lio-ht and they 

proceeded to circulate a:::·gmnents defending the new policy as vitnl to "Americon 

interest". We were, the1·efore, faced ivith a t\:o-fold task, !,ot only was it 

necessery ta re~tore the fe-:rvo::.· nnd ef t e.cti.veness of Ziani st ca "'lp8ign1ng , but 

it was also necessary to direct m1r crrnpa1.gn oca:~ nst our own TJ. S. Adm:i .istratinn .. 

That 'Ne succeeded in this is a tr-ibutP. to onr leadersl· t-p. Eut it is not 

the victory of any single mfln, even tho,1gh one man foresaw t!1e tasks ah~ad and 

sought, 1.n a. thousand ancl. one \.;ays, to pre1)ere our people for it. No, thi.s 

was not merely a victory for Dr. Abba Hillel SiJver -- or for any sin le party 

in Zionismo It was a victory for all pnrttes. It was also a demonstration 

of the unity a:ii.d dis~ipline \lhicli th.e Arnerlcon Zionlrt Emergency Conncii.. has 

brought about in the ranks of ZL:mist parties. In view of this record, it is 

somewhat str"'n~e that so ~e indiviruals and P.'l'o'ms shon d have put forward the 

contention that the Emergency Council has outlived its usefulness. It has 

become quite cle.ar, ho,..,ever, that such lndi vi duals ~nd parties have been 

actuated, not by realities, but by inte:tnal political considerati cns. We may 

indeed be thanl{ful that there. have been men like Dr .. Silver and Dr. Neumann 

who have fought, and "'ho continue to fl1ht, to maintain the one body capable 

of coping with the politic;:}l p:.-oblems confronting American Zionism. 
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The stl'llGfle to reverse the reversal was long and arduous. At no time 

prior to this C3Jllpaign \''as there such a sharp and :.mmediate public reaction to 

events concerninc P~le~tine. The press was al~ost unv.ntmous in its denunciation 

of the Admintstrat.ion. All over tae coW1try veterHns joi.ned Zionist groups in 

protest marches. In New York half a million people turned out for one of the 

most stirring demonstrrttions ever held. in the city. Police estlmates established 

that there had never been a larger or more effective parade of this type. Its 

mesaage rever~erated around the world. 

The veterans pa.rade was followed by a day of mobilization and prayer, when 

Jews gathered in thousands of synagogues throughout the country. Following 

this, the Gove1nmen t anc. the United Stat es Delegation to the United Uations 

were flooded with letters, telegra;ns and postcards. It was learned that in one 

day the State Depa.rtmeu.t alone received 86,000 t-•ires and it is generally believed 

that it received over a million wires within two months after the reversal. 

On April 12th the World Zionist Actions Committee issued its proclamation 

announcing to the world that ,..,1th the terrnina.tion of the Mandate the Jewish 

State would be established. An~ on May lEth the State rf Israel came into being 

and \<: as im::1ediatcly recognized by President Truman. The preceding months of 

toil had not been in vain! We gave expression to the joy felt by the en ti re 

Jewish people at the memorable rally tn Madison Square Garden, and in other 

rallies throughout the country. 

But, although we were ha-ppy over the rertlistic act of the President of 

the fuited States, we were not lulled into inaction. We knew that sinister 

forces were still at work and w:lile we were ready to f.?;ive thanks to the Preai

dent for bis act of recognttion, it was still necessary to attack those forces. 

Our camrai gn con tinned. 

An indicution of the extent of that campai~ may be obtained by recalling 

the reaction in Congress. It was at that time that Senator Bridges, ably 
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supported by others in the Senate, demanded that American economic aid to 

Britain be investigated in order to ascertain ~ether such aid was being used 

by Britain to arm the Arabs and whether Americrui money was betng used to defeat 

the purposes expressed time and again by the Government. Senator Bridges• 

demands created consternation in British circles. 

We began another series of full page ads. One of them was called "Operation 

Amputation" and it exposed the long series of maneuvers by the British, aided 

and abetted by the U. S. State Department, to ci rcu1nvent the United Nations 

decision. 

At the same time, we begnn the effort to brine about the inclusion of 

planks on Israel in the Democratic m1d Republic£n party 1-1latforms. This was 

no ea.sy task. It occupied the best rn'nds and the best abilities of our move

ment. Our enemies then, as now, were active in the land. But organized Zionism 

again prevailed, and it prevailed onl.v becaufe under the courageous di rec ti on 

of our leaders the Jews of America had ar.hieved political maturity. They were 

no longer being carried i.n the vest pockets of tho"e ,.,,ho ceme, hat in hand, to 

ask for favors. We were a fighting force -- a cet~nnined force, n force to 

be reckoned with. 

Then we came to the Bernadotte period. Even we of the Council, who should 

have grown accusto:n ed to cri ticRl si tnations, found ourselves in the midst of 

one which was most d:l.fficult. There is no intention 11ere to speak ill of the 

dead. But it must be said that, wittingly or unwittingly, Count Bernadotte 

did not serve the purpose for which he was chosen. Long before his report 

was made -- long before his untimely and re6rettable denth -- we knew that 

we could not look forwq.rd to a just re~olution of the problem from him. We 

said so in no uncertain terms. But there was no question that the manner of 

his death provided our enemies with a rallying point for their nefarious 

schemes against Israel. 
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That we overcame the effects of the assassination of Count Bernadotte ond 

re-established our position in public opinion is a tribute to Zionist resiliency. 

When we thought of the heroism of fighting Israel, when we thought of those boys 

and girls in their teens writing an unforgettable chapter of history, it was 

little enough for us to try to overcome any political setback, and we did. 

The Beinadotte report, and its unequivocal endor~ement by Secretary Marshall 

was another, in the series of United States reversals. It called for another 

campaign. We asked the Jews of America to cry out against this last-minute 

effort to make a ghetto of the Jewish State -- an effort to restrict its growth 

and development -- to deny it the right and the possibility to repatriate and 

rehab! li tate the Jey,i sh refugees for whom there is no future except in Israel. 

Another series of ads was sprea.d throughout the country. Perhaps the most 

effective of these was the one which, by the reproduction of four maps, showed 

most graphically what the enemies of Israel were endeavoring to accomplish. It 

is generally believed that this a~. went a long way toward bringing about a clear 

understanding of the problem. At the same time, hundreds of thousands of addi

tional telegrams and letters were pon.ring in on Washington. Every candidate 

for loc&.l, state and federal office was approached by representatives of the 

Jewish communities and the Zionist bodies. The unity of the Jewish community 

was at its highest point. Even grouns which in the past had bardly shown an 

active interest threw themselves into this desperate effort. 

At the same time, other activities were being carried forward. Both candi

dates for the Presidency of the United States ,...rere being asked to reaffinn the 
JI 

Palestine planks in their platforms. They were being asked to do this in every 

city and town in which _they appearecl. Th~y were 11 terally bombarded with demands 

for this re-statement, not only ~Y Jews but by non-Jews as well. The press of 

the country took up the issue end radio commer.tators showed no hesitancy in 

pointing up the fact that neither of the candidates had acted as yetn 
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The names of the individuals who intervened in our behalf wold constitute 

a "Who I s Who" in the political and business life of America .. 

Finally. the resistan~e broke. On October 22nd, Governor Thomas E. Dewey 

issued his no,,.,_famous letter to Mr. Dean lfange, chairman of the New York Sto.te 

chapter of the American Christian Palestine Committee. in ~:hich the Palestine 

plank of the Republican party was reaffinned. The wall of silence, which had 

been set up months earlier on the basis of the so-called bipartisan foreign 

policy, was broken down completely on October 24th when President Truman made 

public his position and stated in uneq11ivocel tenns that no changes in Israel's 

boundaries would be countenanced unless these were nccepte.ble to Israel. (This 

story is easy in the telling but you cannot have even the vaguest conception of 

all the pain a.'1.d effort wh1.ch were poured into those long and dark days.) 

But even then we weren't out of the woods. Suddenly Israel faced the threat 

of sanctions. The victim of Arab-British agg~ession was to be punished because 

it had defended itself successfully. The President happened to be in New York 

at the time and within a matter of hours men with a sense of justice joined in 

a united effort to urge the President to diso~n this desperate attempt by Britain 

and representatives of the State Department to punish the lnnocent and brjng 

victory to the defeated aggressor~ 

We know now that the President came thro'J.gh. We were grateful to him and we 

let it be known that we \<:ere grateful, just as we did when the stat ments were 

made in the last week of the campaign and we sent tel e~ram s of gratitude to both 

candidates. 

Our work is far from over. There is still a long and treachero1Js trail 

ahead of us. Our enemies are only temporarily subd1,.ed an~ we mur.t not permit 

our satisfaction over recent develorment s to ·01 ind us to what 1 s cllead. It 1 s 

for this reason that our comm'.lllittes are kept on the alert. We must remember 

that we have a fonnidable array of force aeainst us spendtng millions of dollara 
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each year. The British Inforrr.ation Service -- the Institute of Arab-American 

Affairs -- the mi.ss1.onary groups -- the oil intere::;ts -- the Council for Judaism. 

'vb.en you realize this you must al so realize that the financial outlay required to 

establish ou.r movement so favorably in the m1.nd and h eart of America has been 

small indeed. 

Only recently \·;e organized a campaign for editorial comment urging the 

admission of Israel into the United Nations. I can rf=port that thut campaign 

has been a remarkable success. And in telltng you about this I must pay tribute 

to the newspapers of America for their overwhelmingly fair treatment of this 

problem. Of course there have been exceptions. B11t many of these, too, have 

altered their policy in our favor. I should al so pay tribute to the men and 

women who broadcast news and comment over the radio. In the American Zionist 

Emergency Council we have a special department which was created for the purpose 

of combatting unfair press and radio comment. It costs us many thousands of 

dollars each year for cliprings end radio reports. Dut this has been money 

well spent, for today the unfriendly reports have been reduced to such an extent 

that the ratio is approximately one in twenty as against approximately ten in 

twenty a few years ago. 

We must continue this and the other \•1ork being carried on. We must keep 

our President on the alert against attempts which most certainly will be made 

by anti-Israeli element~ in the State Depai·tment to nullify his orders or avoid 

carrying them out. The battle is f a r from won; and even though there are men 

among us who feel that the time has come to lessen our activities and reduce 

the sco-pe of our work, I 811'1 snre that the more reali sti o minds wi 11 prevai 1. 

We cannot go back to chaotic doys of "partyi srn" in deal in~ with the poli ti

cal and educational necessities of the day. We could never have achieved the 

degree of success of whl ch we may justly be proud if we had not established t.he 

Fmergency Council, unittng the partiP.s and -providing political discipline, which 

ie absolutely essentia~. 
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I cannot close this report without mentioning the invaluable aid which 

we have received from cooperating organizati ons . Chief among these is the 

AmericDn Christian Palestine Committee ~~ich today has hundreds of chapters 

in the cities and towns of America and has an enroll ment of more than 25,000 

Christian leaders, among whom are 6,000 ministers. A renort of the A C.PoC. 1 s 

activ ties would t ake j t1st as long as this ~ntire re1)ort. Most of the Zionist 

leaders who are here are fully awe.re of the great achiP-vements of the A.C.P.C., 

whose growth has been enco,1raged by the AZEC and by t.he Zionist communities. 

Excellent relations are also enjoyed with the Americ ~n Association for the 

United Nations end the great federat i ons of labor 1'.'hich on innumerable occasions 

have been most helpful. 

And thus I bring this report to a close, Actually I mould not be making 

it. This recite1 of only a portion of our work should have been made by 

Harry L. Shapiro who recently assumed a post of gr eat responstbility in the 

United Palestine Appeal and the United. Jewish Apr,eel . It was under his directi on 

and with the benefit of his tremendous ability that th i s work was carriej on. 

And there were others too, whose contribution s we r1:::: truly magnifj cent. 

We face a future in which great efforts are incicuted. It would be very 

pleasant to be able to report to you that the emergency is over. But you know 

how far this is from the reality. Not only is t h ere much to be cone po l itic ally, 

but our job in the field of winning and keeping friends for Israel is one which 

must command our energies. Even after I sr;,. el atta:i.ns full recognition and 

admission into the family of nations, its needs will be gigantic. I do not 

refer only to its economic requirements, which must be met largely in the United 

States. The world will have a critical eye focused on th;. s new st ate. The task 

of interpreting its aims, its hones and its efforts canrot be a one-party task. 

It must be the job of a united Zionist movement, such as is found in the American 

Zionist Emergency Council. Perhaps it may be necessary to change the name, ?u~ 
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regardless of the name, the task will remain. We have every reason to be con

fident that it will be carried out. The co~peration we have received from all 

our parties and communities has ma.de possible the victQries of the past and 

will make possible the achievements of the future. This cooperation has always 

been highlighted by the leadership of the Zionist Organization of America. 

The staff of the WA has extended invaluable assistance. The di rec ti ves of 

the Jmergency Council have been followed meticulously. Without this help we 

could not have gone as far as we have. It is surely in order to express, on 

behalf of the American Zionist Emergency Council, the deep and abiding apprecia

tion we feel for your cooperation, your readiness and ability to carry out our 

common tasks so splendidly, 
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~MERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date necember 15, 1948 

Abe Tuvim 

A communication of tremendous importance from the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency in Israel has just been 1·eceived by the American Section of the 
Jewish Agency. This cable clarifies the issues raised in connection with 
the recent controversy concerning Zionist fund-raising in the United States. 
It leaves no doubt as to the body which has 11 f11ll responsibility for repre
senting, guiding and supervising all activities on behalf of the Zionist 
movement and the Jewish Agency on the American scene and all organized 
efforts connected with the upbuilding of Israel." That body, the Executive 
makes clear, is the American Section of the Jewish Agency whose chainnan 1s 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 

The American Zionist movement now has a precise directive establishing the 
paramount authority of the American Section of the Jewish Agency over the 
political, organizational, fund-raising and all other Zionist activities 
carried on in the United States. The decisio~s of the American Section are 
binding upon all branches of American Zionism. Contravention of its deci
sions is action in defiance of the recogni zed end responsible authority of 
our movement. 

The Zionist groups represented in your local emergency committee will 
unquestionably wish to provide their members with a.uthoritative information 
which will clarify any issue raised by the recent controversy. We are, 
therefore, sending you the full te7t of the Executive's cable addressed to 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. The cable follows: 

"THE EXECUTIVE OF THE JEWISH AGJmCY IN JERUSAL»! HAS LEARNED 

WITH SATISFACTICN THAT THE DIFFER.BNCES AFFlCTING THE U,P,A. 

HAVE BF.EN SETTLED BY AGREEMENT TEIMINATING A CONTROVERSY 

WHICH MIGHT HAVE IMPAIB,ED THE 1949 CAMPAIGN STOP WE WOULD 

REQ,UEST YOU TO CONVEY OUR APPRECIATION OF THE STATESMANSHIP 

AND PATIENCE DIS?LAYFJ) BY THE LEADERS OF THE ZIONIST FUNDS 

UNDER YOUR GUIDANCE AS WELL AS OF THE SENSE OF BESPONSIBILITY 

SHOWN BY ALL CONCERNED AND THE VALUABLE COOPERATION or THE 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH FRDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS STOP NOW 
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THAT UNITY IS ASSURED :SBA.EL LOOKS FORWARD TO FULL RESUMPTION 

OF THE WORK ON WHICH THE IMMIGRATION OF HUNDREDS OF TH0US.A1~S 

THEIR ABSORPTION AND SETTLEMENT ON THE I,AND IS SO LARG:E!,? DEPEND

WT STOP. THE EXECUTIVE WISHES TO PLACE ON RECORD ITS HIGH APPRE

CIATION OF THE NOTABLE ACHIEV»WTS OF THE XEBEN HAYESOD AND KEREN --------------------------
XAY».1ETH IN TRE tn~ITED STAT'SS SINCE THEIR INCEPTION AND EXPRESSES 

THE HOPE THAT BACKED BY THE WHOLE-HEARTED SUPPORT 0'J' ANEF.I CAN -------------------------
JEvlRY THE U.P.A. WILL CONTINUE TO · FUNCTION IN THE FUTURE AS IN 

TBE PAST AS A UNIFYING CffiTRAL FUND-RAISING AGmCY FOR THE UP----
:BUILDING OF ISRAEL STOP WE NOTE WITH PARTICULAR SATISFACTION 

THAT THE STATUS AND INTEGRITY OF THE HISTORIC ZIONIST FUNDS 

HAVE Bmr MAINTAINED AND THE! R AUTHOR! TY FULLY UPHELD STOP~ 

WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SEND A MESSAGE OF COMPLETE SOLIDARITY 

WITH OUR C0LJ,EAGUES IN THE USA STOP WE FARTICULA'Fa.iY DESIRE TO 

EXl'RESS THAT THE .Af.!ERICAN SECTI0H OF THE JEWISH AGENCY WITH ITS 

PAST RECORD OF GREAT ACC0MPLISID4ENT llJ THE POLITICAL FIELD IS 

ENTRUSTED NOW AS HERETOFORE WITH FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR REPim

SENTING GUIDING AND SWERVISING ALL ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF THE 

ZIONIST MOV:Bl-1nl'r Af.TD THE JEWISH AGENCY ON THE AMERICAN SCENE AND 

ALL 0ROANI ZED EFF0R!r CONNECTED WITH THE uPBUILDING OF ISRAEL STOP 

WE ABE L00ltING FORW.ABD TO AN ERA OF CLOSEST C0QPEEATION WITH THE 

M0TIMENT FIBMLY UNITFJ) ~EHIND ITS DULY EL!!CTED l,UDERSHIP. 

EXE0U?IVE JEWISH AGEUOY" 

Kindest regards. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
3◄2 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date Decer!lb er 16 , 1948 

he Tuvim 

Following is a summary of the r.!l8eting of the Committee on Scope 
of the American Zionist Erne gency 001.L~cil, which met at noon today. 
It is my :p ersonal sum1nary, since no minutes were kept. Akzin explained 
the reason for this at the neeting by saying that he felt that t here 
should be no minutes at a first meeting here a general free discussion 
should prevail. 

:Before the meeting began ?,trs. :Epstein took exce:Jtion to t hat p art 
of my report at the ZOA which referred to certain parties a..~d individuals 
who are sa ing tlat the .l!.mer6 ency Council has outlived its usefulness. 
She objected, first, because this might be interpreted as a reference 
to her and to her remark s at a recent meeting of the AZEC Executive, 

;,nich she feels i ere misinterpreted by you, a..'ld secondly, because she 
feels that I sought to prejudge the issue which the Scope Committee was 
called up on to discuss. 

In answering I s a id that t h ere was no intention to refer to J. s. 
Epstein in my remar s, but to those indi viduru. a,..,id groups hich were 
spreading rumors bout the :Emergency Council. out of malice for American 
Zionist leadership . 

Rabbi 1iller was elected chairman. 

MRS. lil'STEIU said that she was not one of those who felt that the 
ti ~e had come for g iving up the Dnergency Council -- she realized that 
the emergency is not over --she is one of the p eop le in the Council who 
get a great deal of cooperation and use value out of the Council staff, 
but she objected to the methods used in the conduct of t he Council. She 
realized that hen Dr. Silver took the leadership he did so with the 
distinct understanding that the directives of the Council Executive would 
be carried out by him in cooperation ith the staff, but often there are 
things h ich happ en, and emphases hich are placed on directi es, which 
are not altoe ether satisfactory to all the :parties. She felt that there 
should. be a change in the democratic functioning of the body -- that 
there s hould be elections more regularly. She made clear that she did 
not desire to imJ ly any criticism of Dr. Silver 1 s leadership, but cer
tainly some changes could be riade in the functioning of the body. 

RAB:SI llLLER stated the case in two sections: 1) The willingness 
and readiness of Zionist parties to consider th t there are Zionist func
tions hich Ca"l be done best by a central c ouncil; and 2) To ascertain 
the degree to which the work of such a central council may be coordinated 
with that of the .American Section of the Jewish Agency in carrying out 
its responsibilities as directed by the World Zionist Actions Committee. 

I 
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At t}:-is :point I injected hat I termed the need for clarification. 
First I said that hi le it certainly was the right of the individuru.s 
on this Committee to discuss ~hether or not to .ve an Emergency Council, 
as expressed by Mrs. ::, stein prior to the meet ·ng , it certainly was not 
the intent of the resolution adopted by the Executive hich provided that 
the Com!!littee sl'.ould study the future activities of the Emergency Council. 
I made clear that hat I objected to ~ms that :vord might get around that 
a committee as disc11ssing the possible liquidation of the »nergency 
Council, to the grec:t detriment of our ork . I also said that Rabbi 
Miller I s emphasis on the points 1u1der consideration should have been 
reverned, and that the question of the ad...':tptability of the :Emergency 
Cou.."1Cil to the needs of the .American Section of the .Agency was the para
mount question -- not whether the parties thought that there w; s a need 
f0r a ce21traJ. council. 

GOLIIWl of Achdut said that of course tl e ency body would be co21-
ul t ed, but that the Committee had a right to disc1.1 s the need for the 

Eme:r\; ency Council. He criticized so□ e of the methods u sed by the leader
ship and the executive staff, saying that much of the time everybody is 
left out of conside_ ation , and he said that there w.~ s a need to create 
a new body to chaT1.ge the hole set-up. He suggested a federation on a 
volunteer basis. 

LOUIS s~ AL said that the terms of reference of the Scop e ColllI!littee 
ere such that they were free to reach their own decision. He said that 

under no circumstances will we be able to olve the orga..'lize.tional prob-
lems under t ~1 e aegis of this »nergency Council. e are living in a new 
day. e must fL'ld means to meet that new day. The Emergency Council 
·1 o"'ganized for different l)ur~oses and while, in the past , he was op

::)O sed to terri toriaJ. verbands, he now favored one based on democratic 
principleo along the lines of the Congress. The structure we no\, have 
cannot meet the present-d.8y needs. He said that when Dr. Silver accepted 
the cbai:r-riaTlship of the 'Emergency Council and the ch irmanshjp of the 
Je ish ~ency, he told his party meeting that the Emergency Cou...'lcil was 
doomed. He md ei. ther a verband or a.Tly other form will be satisfactor • 
\ e can u e the files a'ld the :!'.'ecords of the Emergency Council a.."1d v e ~ 
eve.i"l. use some p ersormel to W() rk out our plan of ct ion but -v e certainly 
don't want the e~ge!l.cy Council to exist more than three months , or six 
months , or at tl e most , a year. (The word, "may" which is underlined, 

as clearly emphasized.) 

EPSTEIU of the Revisionists said that from a sel ish vie • oint his 
c roup ould be better off if the ZEC ent out of business. They often 
find themselves bound by discipline on subjects wit v h~ ch they are in 
disagreement , but they took into consideration the need for commn ground 
on which to do vi t lly i ortant work and, therefore, remn.ined in the 
Council. He asked, can e a.ffo:.r:-d to give up the Council? Have e f Lnished 
t his chapter? He ans ered by saying that the emergency is not over, but 
just beginning, a..Tld to think of giving up the Council at tis time is 
hard to understand. He was afraid of tLe idea of a verba.'ld because t he 
smaJ.ler parties would lose their identity a..'1.d he was quite sure that 
tJ:1ere would be a great de of chaos and disruption bro ht about by the 
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rivalry. With re6ard to the staff, he s a.id that a staff of strong and 
inde}_)endent people wa necessary if good results were to be expected. 

GEf,LAW~ of Mizrachi mentioned in passing the action of the .Agency 
in setting up its departments in accordance vii th the resol 1tion of the 
Actions Cor.1mittee, and that whatever we do in the Scope Committee must 
be in accord with the Agency Executive. It is imperative to have a..ri 
]}nergency Cou.ricil. There is still ar1 emergency. Without a.ri :mnergency 
Council a multiplicity of statements would be far worse than a rm1ltipli
city of funds. He certainly believes in a democratic system. MILLER 
interrupted by saying, 11 1 su: ::,ose you wa."1.t the democr atic right to vote 
again for Silver. 11 Gellma.-ri said, 11 1 certainly would. n 

KUSELEVITZ of Hashomer Hatzair stated that the emergency is not 
over a..Tld that this is a dangerous thing to say. As a matter of fact, 
he was startled hen his secretary told him that he had a meeting to go 
to today to discuss the dissolution of the Emergency Council . There is 
a great need for a body such as this, and we must not allow the thought 
to spread that there is any consideration of dissolving it . 

MILLER summed up by saying that this meeting had no authority to 
make recommendations on the length of the emergency which requires the 
existence of our Council -- only events in the coming Months would deter
mine that . Even if there is a reorganization this work must go on . He 
said that the question of a verb and was not before tl· is body and could 
not be discussed, and he announced that he felt that there was general 
agreement on the part of everybody, with the exception of Mr. Segal, 
th t the emergency still exists a.~d th t the work must go on, and that 
it was unrealistic for Mr . Segal to think in terms of liquidation a.t a. 
given time. What was needed was a re-evaluation in program and structure 
for the ork ahead of us, and he again warned of the dangers of setting 
a date. 

It as su&;ested that a summary be made in line with the rer.iarks 
of Rabbi Miller and that this sumnary be sent to the :parties a.rid that 
a.'l.other meet ·ng ould be held on Thursday, Ja:nuary 6th. 

T:SR 



B'NAI B'RITH 

Dffic~ of tfu [i)'tuid~nt 

FRANK GOLDMAN 
402 SUN 8UILDINCJ 

LOWELL, MABBACHU B ETTEI 

Dr . Abba illel Silver 
The Temple 

December 20, 1948 

East 105tb Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabb i: 

A mail vote of the Executive Commi tee of 
B' nai •rith, relating to its joinin0 as one of 
the sponsorinr.:; YI101!1b ers of the Comrni ttee bein 
or anized in this country ·for the relief of Arab 
refucees, discloses a stron~ and representative 
minority opposed. 

In important matters wJ.1ere there has been a 
substantial minority who do not vote favorably on 
the subject of tne mail vote, I have felt it wise 
to ithhold action in order to provide an oppor
tunity for those opposed to personally state their 
objections tot eir colleagues at a meetin~ where 
the matter can be r lly discussed . 

I think that this tends towards fairness and 
is apt to brin about a substantially unanimous 
a prova.l int ose cases where stron or country
wide support is basic to the success of the project . 
I am therefore making this matter a part of the 
agenda for the R1 nai B' rith Executive Co~nittee 
r:1eeting which is to be held in Cincinnati on Feb
ruary 7 and 8 , 1949. 

It ~oes without saying that I am personally 
ver.r anxious to be of service in COY).rlection with 
the fore oing, more especially ince the request 
came from Iir . Shertok and you . 

" ith all ood wishes, 

Sincerely yours , 

~ 
ms Frank Goldman 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Jknergency Committees Date December 22, 1948 

From A.be Tuvim 

ACTION ON CYPRUS 
• 

'?odayt s prt!,so lneludes the following dispatch from Londonl "The British Govern
ment hae no intention of relaxing at present its ~racticee governing the release 
of J~wiah refugees interned on Cn,rus •• •" (JTA). 

Despite all personal a~peals, the British Government is continuing its illegal 
and inhnman policy of holding more than 11 . 000 men, women and children on 0),:,rus 
-· only a day's journey by ~ea from IGrael, which is willing and anxiou& to 
receive them. This attitude is all the more outrag~ous when we consider that 
even those lame arguments which were advanced by the :British Mandatory Govern
ment in 11 justification" of its v:,,rrus deportation policy no longer exist. The 
British Mandate for Palestine :ta) been dead for a half year. 

Furt!-lermore. the 11,000 Jewtsh refugee~ on C:rprus are still treated as criminals. 
Their living conditions are 1ntol~rab~ e, They are subjected to degradation, 
penned up and guarded by soldiers, denied the most elementary requirements !or 
human dignity and oelI - respect. This is being done to people ~o merely wish d 
to end their DP existence and to live as free men in the1r own homeland. 

Great Britain's criminal pol1~y must not be permitted to continue. Wg muet now 
redouble our efforts to bring about the release of the CYJ)rue detaineea and their 
resettlement in Isre.el To that end we are suggesting tne following program of 
action: 

1. Ask leading non-Jewish cltir.ens of your community to eend wire$ and letters 
of protest to the Britiah Ambassador at the British »nbasey in Washington. After 
your publie officials and other C~rlstiah leaders ~ecome awarP of the facts con
eeming the ref11gees on CyPrua, man,,r of them will be glad to registor their 
protest with the British Government and to demand the release of the internees 
and their emigration tu I~ruelo 

~. Try to bring about the n 1.blieR.t4 on of editorials 1n your local newspaper, 
on this subjecte In addition to th J :facts contained in this memorandum. you will 
shortly receive other background material on this is s 1e. Please make this 
me.terial available to your editors, columnists, and Td.dio commentators. If nAwl
paper comment re.ulte from yonr efforts pl ease make certnin that copies of the 
eui to rials are sent to the l3ri ti sh Arlbassa< .,r in uashington. 

3 • .l3k your 0hrietten reli~ious leader~ to preach on the subject and supply 
them with the necessar.f background mo. t erial. 

A• Try to obtain local radio ttme, 
succeed in mah\ng such arrengc~ent 
script material, please co□mnnicate 
forwarded to you without delay, 

pref~~ ,bly for a non~Jewish leader. If you 
wt th yo11r radio station and are in need o! 
wit~~ us and the draft of an address will be 

Jinally, we urge you to keep us infonned concerning all of your aetiv1t1ee re
garding this most pressing question. 
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· T■i.•HAI PUMDG•n·a,n .1,p 
mc:orporc:deci 

(Pale•dne UpbuUding and Defeme Fund) 

HxW.U....,.~ • New York 18, N. Y. 
675 Eighth Ave. 

Col. M. J. Mendel80hn 
Pruident 

Leo Wolfson 
Chairman 

Hayim Lubinski 
'Jlice Chairman 

David Shecket 
TretUurer 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Beinesh Epstein 

Morris Giloni 

Samuel L Katz 

Benzion Netanyahu 

Israel Posnansky 

Dr. Joseph Schechtman 

EJiezer Shostak 

.Allerioan Section 
Jewish Agency tor Palestine 
16 East 66th Street 
Bew York, New York 

Gentlemen: 

December 22, 1948 

The pressing needs ot our eoonomio institutions and our ooloni
zation and absorption department in Israel, in connection with 
the present continuous arrival or thousands ot members trom 
Europe, compels us to address to you the following urgent request: 

As you know, our application for an allocation from the U.P.A. 
funds is under consideration before the Joint Committee ot the 
Keren Hayesod and the Keren HaKayemeth Le-Yisrael. However, in 
view or the urgent needs we are not in a position to await its 
final settlement. We understand that this is connected with 
certain laid-down procedures whioh must take a considerable 
period of time. Under the present ciroumstances auoh a delay 
would jeopardize our work, and cause hardahips to our new ar
rivals in Israel. 

Kay we therefore request that you make an urgent recommendation 
to the U.P.A. Board that it extend to us inmediately an advance 
payment ot 100,000 on aooount of the allocation accruing to us 
from it, funds. 

We beg to draw your attention to precedents when, under eimilar 
ciroumstancee, advance payments on aooount of U.P.A. future 
allocations were made to other Zionist and Israeli public in
ati tution1. 

Should you tind it impossible to accede to our toregoing re
que1t, we should appreoiate it very much if the Jewish Agenoy 
would enable u1 to aeoure a loan of tioo.ooo from a financial 
in1titution or from a private individual by furnishing a guaran
tee tor repayment of same within a period up to twelve months. 

It 11 understood that your guarantee will be collateral to our 
undertaking to repay ■aid loan either from monie1 raised by our 
tunds or trom the allocation of the U.P.A. 
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In view of the urgency and the extreme importance of the matter 
we 1inoerely request you to give it your immediate favorable 
consideration. 

YJM:m, 
MS 

_/.-'v./ ?-t I ~ 
Col. Morris J. Mendelsohn 
Pres1,4ent 

/ 4 ~ 
Miron Szealdn 
On behalf or the 
Israeli Delegation in the U.S.A. 
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Irr. Abe TuT1a 
American Zionist lilllerpncy Council 
342 llacH.aan Aftnue 
1few York 17, Na York 

11T dear TuTiaa 

n.cember 2h, 19h8 

You aq wiah this latter tar your .t.ll.ea. I am sure that yoa are 
aoquaiDt.d w1 th the matter. A cCllllittee tor the r.liet of Arab 
retueN• is being or1am.v.ec1, and the question ot including sane 
repreeantatiw Jftiah orpniution came up.· It wu 1-lt b7 mmv 
that such repreeentation would be desirable. I contacted wit.h 
llr. Shertok and be tul.1T oonourred. 

As nprda the orpnlsati n to be repreaented, it wu felt that 
a non-political orpnization like the B'Jiai Bl'it.h would meet the 
situation. Accarding]T, I got in tol&ch with Ut-. ~ldNn ot the 
B1na1 Brith. Ria letter continue• the st,ary. We aha1l now wait 
tor future ctn.1.opaenta. 

W1 th all good wiabea, I rev:1 n 

st oordia]lT :,aura, 

ABBA HIIJ.EL SILVER 
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Hon. Arthur Lourie 
Israeli Mission 
16 East 70th Street 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Arthur: 

December 29, 1948 

For a nwnber of years the Club Program Service of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council and the American Christian Palestine Committee have co
operated very closely in the organization of an annual national seminar at 
which outstanding Christian leaders from fifty to seventy commwii ties were 
biven a two or three day course in Zionist ideology and its practical appli
cation to the American scene. These seminars have beon unifor;uly successful 
and in a nur.1ber of commwiities today there are local American Christian 
Palestine Comr,1i ttee cha.p1;ers which are headed by the men and women who 
attended the seminars, md the speSAers list of the Club Program Service 
contains the names of a substantial nuober of these people ho were materially 
aided by the seminars. For the year 1949, a new plan has been projected. It 
is as yet in tne formative stage and consequently I am only outlining it to 
you in general terms. Since it vitally affects the Government of Israel, I 
would ask that you submit the idea to the Government for their opinion and 
approval. 

of seminars 
We would like to organize a series/in Israel for twenty or more outstanding 

Christian leaders in all waJ.~s of life in America. The plan envisages the 
selection of these Christians by local communities, by friendly organizations -
such as the American Federation of Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organiza
tion - and by such other means as may be deemed advisable when the project gets 
underway. These leaders would be brought to Israel sometime in the early 
summer for a period of ten days to two weeks where they would be able to study 
at first hand such phases of Israeli life and activity as may be organized for 
them. 

It is hoped that seminars can be set up covering a nUI:1ber of vital aspects 
of Israeli life. As an example I would list the following: 

1. Relationship of labor to Government and community 
2. 1'\mctions of Government 
5. Religious life 
4. Medical and hospitalization systems 
5. Life in settlements 
6. Educational institutions 
7. Cooperative institutions 

There is nothing fixed about these subjects and such seminars as may 
be arranged will, of course, be the result of conslll.tation. 
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••hen the phases of the seminars are finally arrived at, it is expected 
that the departments or institutions .in Israel dealing with the specific 
titles will supply the speakers and the source people to conduct the course 
for the visiting Americans. 

The uovernment is not required to finance either the transportation or 
the living costs of the visitors. All of this will be done through communi
ties, institutions and individuals in the United States. 

We are convinced that the basic idea is excellent and that if it is 
carried through, the· men and women who participate in the seminars will be 
invaluable to our movement after their return to the States. 

Since there is a great deal of technical work to be carried one, I would 
urge that you ask for approval of the idea and for suggestions as to the form 
and content as quickly as possible. v·e need at least four months ito organize 
the project and therefore we should hage some definite word before the end of 
JanuarJ. 

Yd th all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Abe Tuvim 

P.S. Mrs. Blanche Shepard, the director of our Club Program Service, plans 
to be in Israel sometime during the Spring and she will be glad to devote 
herself to a great msny of the technical details involved in setting up the 
functions. Mrs. Shepard has many years of esperience in this field. She is 
making the trip at her own expense and I hope that every effort will be made 
to facilitate her help when she is there. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date January 6, 1949 

Abe Tuvim 

I got a call from Maurice Biseyer who told me that his office 
has most excellent contacts to Mr. Keenan, the American delegate on 
the Conciliation Commission. These contacts include Leo Gadison of 
the Department of Justice and a Mr. Horowitz in Pit tsburgh who is a 
partner of Mr. Keenan. Mr. Bisgyer offered the services of his office 
in the event that Vl•e wish to avail ourselves of the above at any time 
in the future. 

I was gle.d to hear from Sol Benany that you had accepted the 
invi totion to address the national conventi on of the Jewish vwar 
Veterans in Atlanta late in March. They are very I&U.Ch excited with 
the prospect. 

I am also enclosing a copy of a. memorandum from Schulson on the 
Athens airport matter about which Dr. Goldstein wrote you. Schulson 
told me that he thinks it would be much better if you dropped a line 
to Faby rather than have Schulson make the request personally. 

Kindest regards. 

AT:RB 
Enc. 
P . S. I am al ·o enclo in5 copy o a e tt.er f 1·om Schul son to Dr. Neumann 
and Dr• ~eu1.1ann' s conur.en t . I t str il', es re t ha t Schul son should no t have 
proposed t his to Dr. Neune.nn ¥i t hout· pri or con sult· tion, but I do not 
intend to speal~ t o hir about it unt il hearing f rom you. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Cha.i rmen of Local Ernergenc~" Committees Dale January 14, 1949 

From Abe Tuvim 

I know '.;hat you will be interested in the enclosed copy of a release 

issued yesterday by the American Zlonist Eme1·ge11cy Council. This Conference 

re1n·esents another in many steps we are taking to arouse the nation to the 

menace presented by 'Britain's .antagonism to Israel. 

The c;.1rrent Bri.tish attitude is nart of a ser·ies of anti-!srn.el actions 

beginning 1;,rith her detennination t c thwart the will and decision of the U.N,, 

General AssembJy and ghettoize the Jewish State~ We must be prepared to meet 

this threat and the new threats w:1i ch :Sri tain will surely concoct. 

It is therefore important tha.t, '.\Therever possibla, local emergency 

com:ni ttees should sponsor a meetin{~ of representatives of all Jewish organi

zations to plan to :put into o·per~tion the action s indicated in our last 

di rec ti ves . 

AT:BB 
Enc . 

Again we ask you to keep us infonned of yonr activities . 

Kindest regards. 
. , 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The T0 m le 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

l,.issi on of h United St-=t es 
Tel viv, IsraPl 
Januarv lb J 9ll9 

ADDRESS OFFICIAL CO MM U N ICATIONS TO 

E. 105th ·treet and Ansel rtoad 
Jlev Jand, hio 

Dear Dr. SilvPr: 

1 r. S3mUPl Kl;rn. , a. sis n to he 1° 1 A' .vis er of th 1 e ar -
. 

ent o S ~ e, is r~t rnin~ hnme om0rr w a ter a two Tflon hs s i 1 

assignment with the Mission hPre. D 1rinf7 this ime he h ~ made n inten i 

and obj tive s u y of all the hases of he Jabor 

an inti atPly rel~ted anrl very im r nt robl m. 

vement in Israel nd of 

e ~ks b~ k ith him, 

ther for, a fun of knowle e which shoulrl he of v ry sre ic?.l value a 

his narticu11.r junctllrP in he ev .lonment of Israel n in i s rPl ons 

with not mer ly i .s Arab nei~hbor stats but al o h h Pe rP- t ow rs 

whose in eri:><• s a re vit.1.l in his area. 

I rav to 

and you to have a lonf' r 

well be or the en o 

KJa s that I hone ha miP-ht be nos ible for him 

ial talk. H sho 1 he b ck in •, hin .ton 

his rv, h 3.nd ID .h n be rP~ h d h onf! ,he 

Offi P of the L Ral A'iviser of he D nar ment of , ta hin on. 

• 'll ly yours, s. 
$~~ . 



OOPY 

Dear . Allena 

SUITE 915 
420 LEXING'l'ON A VENUE 

1. YORK 

January 20, 1949 

On behalf of the City ,CA Program Coxmnittee I have 
the privilege of inviting you to attend a most unusual 
meeting. 

At 12130 luncheon 'luesde.y, ~ ebruary 1st, at ,Jest 
Side :CA, the Program CoQlllittee has the opportunity of 
presenting to a s all intimate roup~~:..._:A::,•_;:~~i~l~l~e:.!-r.,. ___ _ 
General Secretary of the Jerusalem r. liller, 
us back from enisa em ana due to return to Palestine 

in April, ill talk to us strictly off the record and •ill 
answer questions. • 

ou are the only member of your Branch Board of 
Managers who is being invited to this eating. l.;e are 
counting on your being an interpreter of the alestine 
situation to your Board, and therefore -very much hope 

- you ca.zia:-ccept~ -

.s. V .P. 
Luncheon 1.60 

, incerely, 

/s/ Herbert H. Schwamb, 
Chairman, 
City ro ~Ml Committee 



Jarnwey 20, l)L9 

llr. Abe Tlrt1a 
American Zionist &aergency Council 
.342 di.son Aftnue 
New York 17, In' York 

Dear llr. Tunas 

nr. Silnr baa ubd that the Ellerpncy Council re • bbl 
in the amount~ 1So ~or telegrae, telephone, am upenaee in ccmnection with hie trip to Atlantia Cit)". 

With kindest regarda, I a 

Sincerel;y yours, 

Secretary- to Dr. Silwr r 



• 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of American Zionist lmergene:, Council Date 

From Abe Tuvim 

February 3, 1949 

The enclosed memorandum with attachments was sent today to 
the Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees. 

AT:MP 
I.nee. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chat rmen of Local Emergenoy Committees Date February 3, 1949 

Abe Tuvim 

Attached you '7111 find sotne oxcerpts from the British press during the 
hec•~ie ~ays preceding Britain's de facto r ocognitio11 of the State o: !sraol, 
end tho remarks mo.de by Mr. Winston Churcb::.11 in the historic debate in the 
House of Commons on January 26th. 

The press com~ents represont a cross-sec~ion of British opinion. These 
e.11.d the statement of Mro ChurcLill should provG very helpful to you durillg the 
coming days, in which we may soe a continuation of Mr~ Bevin• s effort to force 
Israel to yield parl of the Neg8v~ 

While our political posi~:i.cn is undoubtedly better thon it has been in a 
long time, we must continue to fa.ca +.~e facts and be guided by past history. 
This was elee,rly indicated in a rece1 .t memorai".ldum which was sent to you¥ and 
which included a statoment by Dr0 AblJa Hillel Silver on that subject,. 

The remarkable change in British press opinicn evidenced in the attached 
extracts, is due to a numbAr of causes , er::iong them being the firm position 
taken by our Governm0nt and a growin~ awarene. s of press opinion in America. 

American press opinion is ea.bled an~ telephoned daily to Britain by the 
Br1 tish Informatir')n Service end other agencies of the British Government in the 
United Stateso !tis clear that the m~g~ificent support given our cause by the 
Americo.n press has had its effect not only on the British press but also on 
many members of the British GovernmontG 

~
1or this r~sult end for t1eny ot her servi es promptly and effectively ren

dered, the hundreds of Zion1.st Ernorgoncy Committees in the United Stetes ore 
to be congratulatGdo never before ~n the history of our st~~ggle has there 
beon a press so unanimo- .s in it support of our position and in its condemnation 
of Mr. Bev~n's anti-Is raol policies ~ 

I know that you will continue to put the material you receive to good 
uses. Should you want additional copies, we will supplf them. 

Kindest regards. 

AT:RB 
Enc. 
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THE :BRITtSH PRESS ON MR. BEVIN 

The DAILY TELEGRAPH, a London newspaper which reflects conservative opinion, 
edi torializ.:id on January 14th: 

"His (Bevin ts) policy at the very best, has left us in 
the Middle East in the ~osition of OSCAR WILDE'S 
character who 'brad. no enemies but was cordially dis
liked by his friends, 1 and he must often have regretted 
his rash un~ertaking more than three years ago to stake 
his political future on solving the Palestine problem. 
It is a great pity that he aliowed matters to drift for 
nearly 18 months before handing over what was always an 
international pro·o1ern to the United Nations; that he op
posed a policy of ~artition for at least another year; 
and that he has never been able t,o obtain much credence 
for his undoubtedly sincere desire to be im-partial as 
between the two sides. 11 

On January 15th, the NEW STATESMAN, a ·weekly periodical which has strong labor 
leanings, stated: 

HMr. Bevin still seems determined to wrest the Negev from 
the Jews even if it ~eans one rr.ore military intervention 
in Palestine -- with grave danger to world peace~ If the 
!modes Peace talks fail, and if Egynt can be induced to 
acce-pt our freely-of:'ered help, then the dBnger of a mili
tary confl tct bet "f'en Britain and I rael will be realo 
~rit: sh troo~s are re~ort~d in reediness to r~peat the 
Akabah action at G-a.za, and \':e a.re pre.pared to go to the aid 
of the Iraqi t rooT's \\•ho have been valiantly d fending their 
homeland by shelling for the last two ,.,eeks a Jewish settle
ment 250 miles from the Iraqi frontiero This wild folly 
must stop .. 11 

The LONDON OBSERVER, a. conrervative newspaper which has consistently 1Jack d up 
Mr. Bevin in his foreign policiet, observed on January 16th: 

11 There is an unfortunate touch of hYJ)OCl'isy in our clinging 
to a Security Council cease-fire resolution of last November, 
which was ~eant ,o establish a temporary basis for armistice 
negotiations in a fleeting situation, while at the same time 
we conti ue to disregard tte basic Palestine 1esolution of 
the United Na,tions General Assembly, which decreed the parti
tion of Pal es tine and the a1i.,cati on of the territory as a 
permanent settlement. This ~e~olution gave the Negev area, 
which the Israeli ... have now reconquered from the invading 
Egyptian forces, to Israel. By labelling the Israeli re
conquest of this area ~aggression', we implicitly declare 
that ruling of the t:ni t.ed Uations null and void." 
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In an editorial entitled: "Hence The .Pyramids," the independent DAILY MIRROR 
commented on January 28th: 

"'.Progress at Rhodes, where Jews and Arabs seek the road to 
peace, a more rea~onable and responsible attitude in 
Washington, the indication of Commonwealth recognition for 
Israel, all move slightly nearer the solution for which 
everybody sighs. That solution is more important than the 
possible dissolution of Mr. Bevin. He received a clear 
warning in the House that everyboAy is irritated past 
patience with fumbling, with mysteries, and with his sphinx
like resistance to other ideas than his own. British in
terests in the Middle East are vital. Mr. Bevin is right in 
thinking we must he strong in defending them. But when will 
he learn to deal with nettles without stinging himself and 
everybody else? His handling of the problems has served too 
often only to increase them." 

The TRIBUNE, a ~eekly Socialist periodical, devoted its leading editorial of 
JanuarJ 14th, to the Anglo-Israeli crisis. Its concluding paragraph asked the 
following questions: 

"Does Mr. Bevin want the peace negotiations in Rhodes to 
succeed? How does he think that purpose can be served by 
always arraigning one side as the guilty party? How long 
will it be before he Pnd his advi1ers recognise facts which 
are obvious to the rest of the world? How long are we to 
persist in policies which arouse bit t e r condemnation in the 
Dominions, in American quarterf:: normally 11ost friendly to 
this country, and throughout the civilised world? How long 
must we wait for the British Government to admit the error 
of the past, to sweep up the remnants of a shattered di
plomacy, and to s t art rebuilding a friendship between peoples 
who should never have been enemies?" 

The Lord Rothemere SUNDAY DISPATCH, a weekly pro-imperialist newspaper, reflecte 
its strong views on Israel in a by-lined story by Alastair Forbes, an outspoken 
Tory. Mr. Forbes declared: 

"The country, and the world, waits in vain for a sign of 
method in Mr. Bevin I s midwinter madness... It may be 
very disagreeable for the British public to have to hear 
once more that the deaths of British subjects must be 
dismissed a, 'regrettable incidents. 1 It may be very dis
agreeable to see Mr. Bevin exposing us to impertinence 
from Tel Aviv, rebukes from Washington, and ridicule from 
the world. But these incidents are but the by-products of 
Mr. Bevin's larger incompetence... It was the 13ri ti sh 
interest in all this to keep out of the struggle and to 
strive, together with Ameriea, for an early annistice. 
The first step towards this should have been de facto recog
nition of the Tel Aviv Government in order that our good 
offices might be of some use. :But tpi s Mr. :Bevin refused." 
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THE ECONOMIST, a weekly liberal new8J)aper whtch specializes JJr'lme.rily in fi
nancial news, editorialized on January 15th: 

ttVhat is Mr. Bevin up to? The last '.British moves in the 
Middle East must seem incomprehensible, not only to the 
man in the street but to those who have been attempting 
to follow the unfolding of events in :Palestine with some 
attention ... The repercussions of the British Govern
ment rs sudden fit of temper have been unifonnly unfavou~ 
able. If the first aim of British policy in the Middle 
East is -- a~ it should be -- to walk in step with the 
Americans, the weekend's sabre rattling has undone all 
the good achieved by the quiet intervention of a week 
befo~e. Last week Britain was hopi~g to escape being 
called upon for help by its Arab allies; this week it 
seems to be inviting them to s~~mon its a:nned forces to 
their side. 11 

TIME AND TIDE, an independent weekly, stated in a front page editorial 
(January 15th): 

"The :British Government has created a most unfortunate im
pression before the world by being at once aggressive and 
weak. The threats of strong action ana the demands for an 
explanation before the Security Oo'tL~cil, in the incident 
of the planes shot down on the Egyptian frontier, dwindled 
away within a few days to a face-saving ste.tcmen t em
phasizing the 'great restraint' of the British Government 
and its sincere hope for neace in Palestine .•• Meanwhile, 
not only abroad but in England, pertinent questions were 
being put. Mr. Amery, writing to 1The Times, 1 asked how it 
was that British planes 1crune to be at that spot and so 
close to the ground fighting that one of our pilots was 
actually brought down by anti-aircraft fire. 1 It is per
fectly evident that the planes should never have been 
ordered to make that reconnaissance flight. Observing the 
movements of Israeli troops in the Negeb 1s a matter for 
the Conciliation Commission, the members of which are the 
United States, France and Turkey. Great Brl ta.in is not 
one of them. 11 

On January 7th, THE TIMES, an independent London dally, commented editorially& 

"At a time when the militarists threaten to gain the upper 
hand at Tel Aviv, moderate men must be given evecy en
couragement to persevere in moderation, and they are not 
helped by the British disinclination to recognize their 
effort a." 
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On January 28th, the Parliamentary corresponaent of THE TIMES, had this to 
sey about the •showdown" vote in the House of Commons: 

"It certainly came as an unplea.sant surprise to Mr. 
l3evin and his collear·1es that after the Prime 
Minister's appeal to his supporters to make this 
vote a matter of confidence in the Government so 
many Labour members should have sullenly abs t ained. 
Had it not been for Mr. Attlee's intervention at 
the end of t~e debate there might have been even 
more Labour abstentions and a few of those who 
abstained might hc.ve voted against the Government." 
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roMA!iKS OF W7:NSTON CHURCHILL BtFO~ HOUSE OF COMMONS 

I am quite sure that the right hon, Gentleman (Mr~ Bevin) will have to re
cognise the Israeli Government, and that cannot be long delayed. I regret that 
he has n~t had the manliness to tell us in plain terms tonl ght, and that he 
preferred to retire under a cloud of inky wrter and vapour, l:ke a cuttlefish, to 
~ome obscure r e treat. De facto recognition has n ever de1 ended up on an exact 
definition of territorial frontiers. There are 1-ialf-a-dozen countrif>s in Europe 
,-·bich are recognised today whose territorial frcnti ers are not finally settled 
tarely, Poland is one. It is only ith the general Peace T1eaty that a final 
settlement can be madee 

Whether the ri ght hon. G.ntleman ltkes it or not, and whether we like it or 
not, the coming into bei ng ~f a Je~ish State i ~ P 1~stinP 1s an event in world 
history to be viewed in the peri::.rectlve, not of a generation or a century, but in 
the perspective of a thous a-id, two thous n d or even three thousand yeareo 'I'hat is 
a standard of tem~oral values or time values which sPems very much out of accord 
with the peroetua.1 click-clack of our rap idly-changing moods and of the age in 
which we live. This is an event in worlc. history. 

I do not feel any great confidence that he (Mr. Eevin) has not got a preju
dice again vt the Jews in Palestine. I run sure tnat he thought the Arab League was 
stronger and that it would win if fi ghting bro!:e out, bn t I do not sug => est for a 
moment that he wished to :provo1<e o.r. He we.s qui e ri gh t !n saying, in effect, 
that, in that particular qua1·rel, they needed v f' ry l i ttle p ro-vocation, but the 
course he took led inevitably and di rt,ctly to a trial of streng th, and the result 
was opposite to what r believe he expected it to be. I will say no more than that. 

I certainly felt that the pectacle of the Jewi~h ~ettlenente being invaded 
from all sides -- from Syria, Transjordan and Egyp t -- and with a lot of our tanks 
and modern tackle, was, on the face of it, ost formidable, but I believed that 
that combination would fall to pi ceR at the first check, and I adhered to the 
estimate I had formed in the wo.r of the mea ure of the '1 . hting qualities and the 
tough fibre of the Ziontst cornmnnity, and the supnort which it would receive from 
Zionists all over the ,..·orld. .But the For'Eli tsn Secreta ry wos wrong, wrong in his 
facts, wrong in the mood, wron in the method and wron i n the result, and we are 
very sorry about it for his sake and still more sorry about it for our own. 

I have always felt that the Negeb eho ld nfford a means of expansion to the 
Jewish settlers in t>alestine and off · .. r fnture ro ects to Zionist movements. 
But it is impossible to fly ever these regions 10,.; down, ag I did before the 
Second Great War, or travel through them to Petra and o her nlaces without seeing 
how fierce and barren these reP'ions of the Ue"'eb are. And yet they once held 
great cities and nourished importont ponulatione. The Jews, by the gift they have 
and by the means which they do not lacl{, have a way of malrir.g the desert bloom. 
Those who have seen it can testify. The Arabs, with all their dignity and grace, 
are primarily the children of the desert, wherP they dwnll, in this part of the 
world at least, and for the most nart, the desert l.:md.s do not become reclaimed 
while the Arab control is complete over them. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver February 16, 1949 

Prom Abe Tu.vim 

• 

The Hunts Point Zionist District No. 153 of the Bronx has 
organized a public raUy on March 29th to which Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevslt has accepted their invitation to be the principal 
speaker. 

Since this date is so close to the opening of the United 
Nations Assembly, we would like some guidance from you with 
regard to the handling of the rally from a public relations 
point of view. The subject for the rally has not been chosen 
as yet. 

I am sending a copy of this memorandum to Major Aubrey 
Eban. 

AT:RB 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Dale February 16, 1949 

From Abe Tuvim 

Following is the telegram sent in your name to Charles 
Ress: 

SURPRISED THAT KEREN HAYESOD HAS WITHHELD ALLOCATION FROM 
EMERGE21CY COUNCIL SINCE DECEMBER 15TH. SITUATION IN COUNCIL 
SUCH THAT I MUST EARNESTLY REQUEST THAT YOU GIVE THIS MATTER 
YOUR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION IN ORDER THAT THE COUNCIL MAY CONTINUE 
TO MEET ITS COMMIT"AENTS. I WILL APPRECIATE YOUR EARLIEST ACTION. 
R~GAHDS. 

{fo 
AT:RB 
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THE WOMEN'S ZIONIST O RGANIZ ATIO N OF AMERICA, INC. 

1819 BROADWAY • NEW YORK 23, N. Y. 

TELEPHONE: CO LU M BUS 5-6585 

February 16 , 1949 

Dr . Denjamin Akzin, 
,. meri.,nn Zioni.st '7mergenc-y Council, 
342 .adison ~venue , 
New Yo le 1 7, I . Y. 

Dear Dr . Akz i n : 

I am en~losing ne :rspa.per publi ,i ty hi ch ame to 
m3 through 0ur chairman in l,~r.dison , tiscon~in. 

I am glad that you ar e going to pas s this on to 
Dr . Vo~s since this kiud of movement can grmv to 
al~rming proportions . 

Will you please keep me nform~d? 

JGS :FS 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours , 

tain, Chairman 
elations Cor.unittee 
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Dr. Moll Tells of 
Plight of Arabs 

The partif.ion of Palestine which 
has deprived countless Arabs of I 
their homes, lands, and worJdJy 
goods has made the Arabs bitter 
towards the western democracies, 
Dr. Edwin Moll , former pastor of 
Luther Memo~aJ church and di
rector of the Palestine branch of 
the Lutheran World federation, said 
Friday. 

Dr. Moll. in Madison because of 
illness in his family, asserted that 
the Arabs . are bitter against the 
democracies because they backed 
up the Palestinian partition. 

He explained that between 500,-
000 and 750,000 Arabs have had to 
flee into neighboring countries be
fore the advancing Jews. The 
Arabs, forced from country that 
was their homeland for thousands 
of years, are now living in crude 

t crowded refugee camps, according 
to Dr. Moll. They have found tem
porary haven in Arabia, Transjor-

- dan, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, and 
Iraq, he said. a 

Dr. Moll, who has been living t 
e in the old walled city of Jeru

salem still held by the Arabs, has c 
- been carrying on aid to the Arabs t 
- under the plan of Lutheran World ,; 

Action . He described .scenes of r 
n a~~d men, pregnant women and t 
e children runnin£ for protection b 

from their enemies. a , 



Dr. Moll, Home From Israel, Tells 
of Arab Bitterness T award West 

By JOH EWHO E 
< ta ~ Journal taff Wr er> 

Dr. Edwin Moll, director of the 
al tin branch of Lutheran 

World Federation, stood Fri a 
afternoon by th ide of a larg 
packing ca , filled with m <;li-

ine and destined for shipm nt to 
Palestine. 

"I it needed?" he sked in re
flly to a question. 

"My friend, there re between 
500,000 and 750.000 rab who 
have fled from the countr th t 
has been their for more than a 
thousand years, fl d into neigh
boring countrie befor the ad
vancing Jews. 

"They are living in refug e 
c&.mps, up o 100,000 in a single 
camp, sle ping under th oliv I 
rees or under crude stone wall , 

and th ir need is gr at r than 
you-Ii ving in thi country o 
ours-can und r tand." 

Arab Are Bitter 
The Ara • are bit er a ain 

th democracies of the world, 
whom th y blam for th parh-
ion of th ir country and th los 

of their home and-for many
all ot their worldly goods, he 
said. ' 

"Th only rea on that I, an 
American, :can rnaiot in myself 
in Palestine,'' he said, "i b cause 
of the work, that Lu h ran World 
Action is doi,n or th Arab ." 

Dr. Moll. · ho r tmn d to 
adi on b c:au e of illn :. in 

hi family; · plan to l' turn to 
al. m a .oon a. po .1bl to 

admini t r th affair or th Lu
th ran group in Pai in . 

Chri tianlt Gain 
Chri hanit wa makin "good 

h adw . " among th rabs, h 
~ aid, until th partition of Pale -
tin hi h r ei d th backin 

f d mocr.ttic, hri tian countrie 
of th world. 

Dr. Moll' "ho • • th old 
wall d city or J , whi h 

Ar re hll holding again 
t Je wh ha n t 
n er of J ru 

n f 
i s, 

"I I 
In rn r ic , 
not , icd. 

malnutri of 
but who kno 

th d ath of ·hi 
r?" 

LE 

"My 1dence i b. have fled from h 11 

rnim1te ·alk of o ratfr, Tran. jordan, I -
he aid. . , s:!YPt. and lrak , 

0 1 r to thf! 01e than a half millio on 
un i h Jew 1' \ ter 

million Arab Th Lt Wol'ld er 
h d an m tton, on agcnl'i or 

J . ing with in that pa1 
n, pr ~nant th rid loc.tt it arn 

omc i dr n, hi I fot fug g st a , r 
n and falling "\\ • i at n f ti 
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st oard1alJT our • 

fi1ruary 17, l9L9 

Mr. Abe TuY1ll 
Ameriom Zionist Faerpncy Council 
- Medi.-, Aftma 
Ha York 171 New York 

ll;)r dear TuT1a1 

W1 th reference to the plan tor ec01ad.o aid to the ddll 
But and the joint neolution to be introduaed 1n Conp-eea, 
I would sugpet that all di.;,cuaion on thie matter 1n Wub
inlton be oarried on through llr. l'abT and that • Fah;r be 
ao int<raaed bJ' • Sohalacn. • 

In thie connection there ia oonllidarable merit 1n the,...,.. 
ramum ot Aksin, am the aubjeot llhould be N-OUJYUNd be
t..Nn IIDl&lter, Dr. •••m, Epate1n, Robert atllan1 etc. 

W1 th •~ IOOd wiahea, I NM1n 

oat ~ y-oura, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
HS1er 



HADASSAH 
1819 Broadway 
New York 23, N. Y. 

•• 

Dr. Benja.nin Akzin 
Amer·can Zionist Emer~ency ouncil 
342 .1~dison Avenue 
~Tew York 17 . Y • 
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:@XCIDRPTIDD FRW ROF. s. RALPH HARLOW'S LID ~R OF 
lt'EBRUARY 17TH TO IR. CARL HERM 1 VOSS 

,, "DO READ I.1.·. This will be read by tens of thousands of 
ministers, Board secretaries and Near ast educators and 
friends of the Near .c1ast missions and co l leges . It is 
sent out by the Congregational Board to all its constituency. 
~'his is the sort of poison that has been fed steadily and 
ith malice into the churches and homes of the church 

people of this land . " 
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The Horace McMullens 
c/o American Mission 
Beirut Lebanese Re ublic 

anuary , 
Received January 28,1949 

Dear Friends in America: 

It has been a long time since I have written to you and the new year is a 
good time to r~medy this deficiency. As for the local color, the personal and fam
ily events, I' 11 let Marie Louise do the sketching. F'or m self I want to s eak 
fir out the alestine situat·on as it looks from a ew miles north and w 'lnout 
benefit of TIME' s reports, - these ars torn OU t by · th~ 1·0-cai official S .------ --

Yesterday four of the students and I visited e. refugee camp in the 
environs of Beirut. F'or a change the weather was clear, - this is the rainy sea
son and Beirut weather is quite consistent. So we saw the crunp's pleasanter 
aspect, but this was dreary enough. Most of the 525 people there live in small 
tents, perhaps six feet square. Som~ are fortunnt6 enough to occupy the old mon
astery (Greek Orthodox) building whose loun to the refugees estublish~d this camp. 
Of course there's no hea. t of &ny kind and thu t' s all rig.ht on the occasional days 
whon the sun shines. But when the rain pours over thb camp like u tidal wave and 
the wind rages in from the sea, life is just about as miserable as it can be. 
Then there is nothing to do nll do.y. When it rnins the whole family just sit in 
the tent; when it's shinin~ they sit or walk around outside. The tedium of this 
inactivity is p0rhe.ps the worst clement of all. We helped to reliE-vo it for a 
while. at least for the 200 childr6n.by playing some games and then distributing 
some candy. But the neud of the refugees is staggering. 

This is the situation in one of the best camps. In some of the others 
further south thousands ar~ clustered to~ether without adequate anything, - food, 
clothing, shelter, blank~ts, sanitation. 'I'hr tie hundr ed pr0gn_-ant women in the 
camp ut Tyre hadn't even a blanket in which to wrup their babies until the local 
Anglo-American Church raised ov~r a thousand dollars in a special Christmas offer
ing to help mGet this and other immediate and crying · (t) n~~ds. 

The number of rBfug8&s has b~en variously estimated but probably three
quarters of a million is no exaggeration. 1hat is a ste.~gerin~ number, especially 
when you consider ro ortion it is of . the . otal o ula ion., le 
Pales Your in this tragic s1 a ion will count for much. Clothing and 
gifts to Church World Service may be designated for Palestine relief. And above 
all do what you can to encourage Congress to appropriate the ~16,000,000 share of 
the UM promised relief. This wil 1 really help, when it comes, far bc~·ond our 
pal try efforts. 

Back of this uppallint situation lies the tr Zionism's 
upon Palestine as un answ~r tot~~ refugee problem. e Zionists have vc 
~X thousands more ~han th~ ~a e &_iv -n refu~c to. They have creat0d a fp..r 
~re~ ~ ~_,...• ,_._...,. •.. ,,.,~ ... - _ ~w,~r~d. {onry 7,000 o t; o. cs in nn refugt.os 
are Jews.) Of course a further fact is that many of the Jews in Palestin6 are not 
European refugees but American ( ! ) "refug~es." \ 

~ge rican on this point, tho more educated 
is probably less anti-Semitic. After all, trie Arab himself is a s~mite. 
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• Zionism seeks a. "brave new world" only in a Buxlian sense. It is a. fan-
e name o 

-
rea ·---~~~~---- e Q I Wl sh I nn.a I omrT ]tel e t" y. Let n 8. to only a few 

of the facts as they have come to me from Dean Ovid Sellers of.. McCgrw.,ck A.El :).-
cal Seminary, who has been spendi muqn 9f 911,a;;,;ic year as_~~ssible in 

!y connected with the work of the U.11; ., 'though- not 
He was a close personal friend of Colonel Sercau who was assassinated 

with Count Bernadotte. 

a.st ~ l oul s~ven w- e 
• i-

e ro u s • e v1. o a. 1 on s :,....~~.11~ • .-,-...w.i:11,,..«: s 
to atrocities, again the Arabs ave no 
have been small in number 'N.l.9 ~R~~~•4 , e other h ..... ~~.,....-~...,tL-
cally despoile every town captured, havti in a few instances repeated the "Lidice" 
ineident ~ tlie !lt1s, -~· 'thottgf1 -er course you have not read of it in the newspaper~- f 
ant! nave evacul'tCed @lit'!fh~upulations within a few hours, giving them no possibil-
ity of returning to Palestine. So the number of refugees is constantly growing and 
there is no opportunity for them to return. rurthermore, the Jews ¼nile officially 
enying responsibilit_y for the assassination of Bernadotte ac a 

SUP. or o the Stern an fr un e.ri a-. Then while the J6ws cont~nd that they are 
fig 1ng a war 1n se - e ense, hey are s. ~ot only have 
they driven out the thousands of Ara s from their homes and villages in Palestine 
but they have also taken towns in southern Lebanon and have invaded northern Egypt. 

I would not whitewash the activiti~s of the Arabs in this vmole affair. 
'Ihey have proved themselves naive to the point o f stupidity, grossly self-interested, 
making a big parade of Arab unity and Arab strength and having neither, doing al-
most nothing. But all of this fQ.ils t9. a, ...... _~~ t.1.~ .. • e ta} fact that_ the Jow 
immigrated as forei the abs have occupied this land for more than a millen-
nium, - a separa e ~~ in e~en en . state. 

I speak not merely my personal opinion. is nothin~ 
. ::::.x:~-.. t • • \_OJ]., at _all. lf you talk with any r esponsi bl e consular o 

0ial, news correspondent, edu tor, mi_U,4'NIWI.,., United Nations r €pres0ntative, or 
even an ordinary American .I. you hear the same story as I have all too briefly 
indicated here. 

My apologies for the polemic. But one musts cak out when he knows how 
• • • • g_i vcn • si ~ .. """- ~-----...Ac pro-

{ t ' • • -
1,1 0 inverse fruit ::--""'.~"~lf~~•~,..__. ....... ~ ..... ,~ri!- al 

Lurope, ere 1 s no answer--here 1n P'a es tins for him, even though he should 
win the battle; he will lose the peace. 

Let me say a few- words about the school before I surrend~r the typewriter 
to Marie Louise. We hav& sevente~n students enrolled but had to take one to a san
atorium with a seriously advanced case of 1.B. He will be out for over a year but 
his prospects of eventual recovery are good. he is from Iraq. Others are from 
1urkey, 1ransjordan, Palestine, Syria and L€banon. It still sounds stranbe to hear 
a student say, My home is Nazareth. What a Babel of tongues are here blended into 
a single Pentecostal voice, - Arabic, Armenian, 1urkish, Greek, Syriac, English, 
1' ronch. Our immedia to point of emphasis is an increase in the student body. Many 
leaders are entering full time Christian service but without adequate training. 
We are seeking to present the facilities of the school and also the claims of the 
Christian ministry to all the interested groups in the Near and Middle Qlst. 

I 
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.Then ~other special project of this year is the rev1s1on of the curriculum. At the 
same time we are working on a closer relationship with the University. President 
Penrose is opening the way for a much more active interchange of students than we 
have had hitherto. And eventually we must provide some housing for married and 
women students. It's a thrilling work, with ramifications going far beyond the 
immediate and basic claims of the classroom for the sixteen students . 

• * * 'I' * 
Since writing you last many, many things have happen d to us out here at 

the crossroads of the world. 

W6 moved around the first of May from our t~mporary quarters into our own 
apartment, with our own things around us again. At the moment Mac is bundled up in 
the two kin on his Arabic and I'm not at all sure I have feet in my shoes. 

ov earn gt, crisp enough to feel like Fall. But inside it's 
a little colder. Our houses are built for the sum.ner months, all with marble and 
cement tile floors. ~o far we haven't suff6red as we did last winter, but cen'tral 
heating would fe€l wonderful. We had to do all our shoppin~ before leaving the 
Stat6s in the summer months, and neither voston nor Providence yieldtd a pair of 
wooly "snuggies" for any of us but Jary. Mac (and the: man who gave him the idea) 
ventured oat in the coldest weather last year wearing his Balbriggen pajamas for 
underwear! 

One of the very bright spots during our first year here was the visit of 
Dean and Mrs. Vaughan Dabney of Andover Newton. 'Ih~y were with us about two weeks 
on their round the world trip. One day we drive up to the famous Cedars of Leba
non - a climb of 8000 feet above the sea, winding around one of the most beautiful 
valleys in the world. «e were a gay party with the Lean bubbling a.way in tr.e back 
seat (the radiator did likewise and we doused it with water). On the way up we 
stopped at Bsherri and visited the chapel in th~ Monastary of Mar Sarkas where the 
body of Khalil Gibran li~s among sordid and garish tributes of artificial funeral 
wreath. Outside the door is a breath taking view t} at the Dean described as being 
"a take-off for Paradise" but inside it was depressin?; and damp. I could only f<:;el 
that Gibran would have hated this undignified commercializin['; on thf- adoration of 
so many followers. It was good to come out into the sunshine where it was much 
easier to picture his bpirit in the placb he loved to come and write, with tho ex
quisite panorama of mountains before him. vve the,n went on to th0 small but ratht;;r 
impressive museum that houses a larg~ majority of his paintings along with his per
sonal possessions. 1hE. guard let me tak~ two pictures inside that aro nic re
minders of the visit. 1hE.n on to th~ Cedars, and to our astonishment, very r~w in 
number. vve had tea up 'there and then drove the windin~ round down aft~r dark. 

'Ihe next morning we four start~:d out to visit Sidon and 'Iyro. Sidon was 
tho hottest place I'vo ever visited - real tropical heat - and of course July was 
about t.'1-ie worst month of· the year to be fiOing tht:re on that account. We got a 
guide and were taken through tb€. old city vri th its covered strt.ets. What a thrill 
that was to be suddenly transported back through the C6nturios and to bt able to 
walk the same str6cts which ~hrist may have walked. The fishcrme,n were mending 
their nets on th~ water front just as they did in biblical times. Ve ate dinner 
right on the water's edge overlooking the ruins of a crusader castle a lit6ral 
ston6 1 s throw away. A fisherman was casting his net n~arby, and what a beautiful 
sight it was. Speaking of crusader castles remind m~ that i forgot to say that on 
the previous day we visitE.d the ancient Byblos lcallcd Jebail in present day) and 
were taken through th~ castle th6r~ and looked ov~r the ruins of a Phoenician city, 
and some v0ry int€r€sting Roman ruins. 

Sin co lyre and Sidon are mcntionc..d in the same brca th so much, wo deoi ded 
we wanted to go on as far as W6 could towards Palestine. We breezed along shouting 
friendly and hopeful "Marhabahs" ~an Arabic equivalent of "Hello") at €Very quest-
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_ioning guard. There were some armed guards along the route, and we were stopped a 
few tfmes, but we succeeded in looking harmless enough to get by. We got closer and 
closer to Palestine, and we very foolishly decided that we'd see how far we could go 
before being turned back. '!he Dean had a very fino camera (which wasn't working but 
he kept hoping it would any minute) around his neck, and I had one (with a very 
h6althy click) on the s€at beside me. Spread out all over my lap and covering part 
of the windshied was a very large National Gtiographic map of these parts, but as 
they were in Bible .times. 'I:hus equipped we four slap-happy Americans proceeded to 
barge into no man's land. On the other side of Tyre we suddenly encountered a 
barbed wire road block. V'fe soon got the id~a that this was the end of tho line, 
but like Moses longing to see the promised land, we were determined to try to get 
to tht. border and "see" Palestine. We flourished the map under the noses of sev
eral other guards who had suddenly materializ0d from the fields and shore line, and 
explained we wanted to go to Ras Naqura, the border city. ~e and the chief guard 
took to each other, and about the time we rcalizLd that h~ couldn't let us go on 
without the proper papE-rs from Beirut, and began taking our farewells, he suddenly 
said that he was going to fix it so we could go on. He clumped across a fi ld and 
did much telephoning under a tree, and after about 20 minutes and Sbveral calls 
back and forth, said we oould proceed with two Arab soldiers as escorts. I hastily 
got thE- cameras wrapped in sweaters and in the trunk. 'lht- guards were delightful 
boys who spoke excellent french of course. We could understand them, but they went 
through agony every time Mac tried to talk to them. It was like waiting for the 
other shoe to drop. 'l.hE; two guards had squeuzcd into thE- front se~t beside Mac, 
complete with Army rifles, side arms and cartridgE; belts. Mac said something that 
made th~ boys laugh, and Mrs. Dabney giggled and said Mac was so disarming. With 
that unintentional pun we broke into hysterical laughter - for thvre was Mrs. D. 
staring down thE:i barrt-lls of two rifles not two feet from h~r face. 'Ihe guards 
hadn't the faintest notion as to the source of the hilarity. The ucan, meanwhile, 
was bidding affectionatE- adieus to his wife, expecting with each bump in thE- road 
to sec her blown through th~ roof of tho car. All of you who know the Dabn~y's can 
undoubtedly appreciato this littl scene very well, bE,ing able to imagine how the 
Dean was making thE:l most of the situation with his inimitabl~ humor. Hearing our 
fresh outbursts, th6 guards began to howl, too, without knowing what it wa~ all 
about. Hearing them laughing so uproariously at themselves started us all over 
again, and thus we passed one puzzled guard aftur another who would feebly signal 
us to stop, but with a suard sticking his head out the window and shouting back 
into the dust words that nevt-r reached the, ears for which they were intcndEJd, we 
got past all the road blocks and tolled into Nagura in hi~h glee. We were question
ed by a li€:utenant who spoke a li ttl€ English, and he informed us that we w re in 
no man's land! We were at an army post and saw troops being loaded into trucks and 
taking oi'f for somewhert:. Another guard was assignl,d to stay with us and we spent 
about an hour th0re ea ting a wa tE::rmE:.lon and rt,sting. We said goodby6 to t.,vcryonc 
and started back with our guards, plus a wa tE-rmt..lon and a bottlo;:., of wine for the 
guards back at th~ first road block who had gone to so much troublu for us. When 
wo got back thore, we W6rc mot by two offic0rs in a jwup who said thl, Colon~l had 
requested that w0 rE:.main there a few minutes. 'lh~y invitbd us to l(,aV(, the car and 
motioned to the open field undt:Jr tho trees. As we pass €.d one of th(, offic rs from 
the j~ep, he pulled his revolver from his holst~r, and Mac and I said latsr that w~ 
both tho~ht "This is it!" ,_o turned our backs to him noneth1.,less and walked on 
and sat down on some stones. It seemed that the man with th"' revolvor only wanted 
to display his bloody hand and show us where a bullet had explodbd in a chamber. 
we wE:.re getting more. and more uneasy as th1;; telephone conv(..rsations went on and on 
about us. After one half hour, came th~ message, the ~olon1.,l's compliments, and 
would we please return to Nagura? Wo took on our two guards, and this time pre
ceded by a jeep escort, sob&rly retracod our tracks. 

Tho Colonel was charming and in no hurryl Our biblical map, which had 
be~n previously confiscat~d, was spread out befor~ him on his desk. c chatt~d a 
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~while. about who we all were, in the due course of time Arab coff ee was served us, 
we got into fairly l~ngthy discussion of Khalil Gibran - the mere mention of th e 
latter's name b~ing almost as a majic password out hore - and then after an hour 
and a little mor~, we knew wo wcr~ frGe to go. In the m0antime the Dean had tho 
Colonel's card and the promise to visit them in Boston at th ~ war's end. Once 
more we returned to th e first road block, this time to have seven eager fri ends 
swarm about us demanding to know what had happened. We gathered that they had 
probably nev0r se~n the Colonel th~msolves, and th~y were obviously concerned for 
our welfare. We assured them we'd had a jolly tim~, and d&posited our gifts and 
l eft th em waving and sending us off into th e now very black night with all the 
gracious sayings they could think of. We were stopped many times on tho way homo, 
but that was all toutinc. How glad w0 were to be safely home that night! 

I've taken much space to relate the incident, but it was too l engthy to 
write to 6ach of you, and yet there w~r e so very many to whom I wanted to! 

In June Mac and I he..d ~ thrill of flyin~ to Lst~nb l ifr.o~ ~,Nffii,.~.Q in 
a Constell 2 ·nours) for tho an • l · ·tµi, of our Am~rican Boar¢ Ecrsonn cl. 

4ft....,~N'Pl~....,.. ... ~e~'"'°~'r.wcrc kopt too busy to so c anything of the ci fy. On e- morning 
I went shopping and visitGd one mosque, and cross ed the Gold en Horn in a row boat, 
but the rest of the time it was busin ess and getting acquaint~d with our family 
hero. What a wond~rful ga.ng th ey ar ~, too. 

Just as school was about to op on in th e fall, Mac got a s evcr o cas e of 
delayed r e covery y0llow jaundic. 1hcy suspcct~d typhoid f ever at first, and I 
neither ate nor sl~pt for a fGw days until h0 bc~an to turn a most glorious gr e~n
ish yellow! He was home from thb hospital about 10 days wh ~n he had to go back 
for another week. He was v~ry sick indeed, and i s sup posed to b~ taking it Gasy for 
the next six months, but he isn't. tffective J uly 1st he bccamL principal of th e 
Near East School of Th~ology and that coupl ed with intensiv~ languag u study k Gcps 
him busy. 

Gary startvd in thu first grade last fall, and is thrill ed with it, and 
th0r 0fore doing very well. Deedee is a~ain at thv Lcbe.n cs ~ National Nurs vry School, 
and 1~ rnin Arabic rapidly. Hor Arabic is without acc 0nt. but h er En~lish is . . . •,. 

often wi a ic acc ent, and it's quite funny. 
C, 

~~-~~~~;;,..~--.;.:.:..~~_.._...~~~~:b:.J~•ec--.,~~i~ for our famill wh E-n ~g 't(atJ 
af ointed __ ........,_ ~••_,-., Churches. Mac took th childr en out 
several timos, and I wi n~ the l a st day and was also im-
prcss E-d although I was somehow r eminded of th e, N.Y. World's Fair with the avenue of 
flags, etc. We wcr~ seated in th u plac~ r os~rvcd for diplomatic visitors from Iran 
and Iraq, and wor e brought one of thG littl e radio s ets to hang around your neck 
enabling you to h ear the talks translated into any on~ of s everal diff0rcnt lan
guages. Gary promptly began to explain to me how to us e it and how it worked. 

At a very impr essive c~r cmony at th0 Anglo American church, and in a 
downpour, .Mac was installed as head of th~ school on Dec. 5th. He was sick with a 
mis (,rable cold, bu t the curcmony still shone as one of the highpoints in his lif. 
Gary was horn(, sick in bed, but n~~dc ~ was usher ed down the aisl e and s outed with 
th o faculty wives in th ~ front row whil e I trail ed alon~ behind. 

Gary was 7 y~ars old fourt ~~n days ago and had his first birthday party. 
His hE:.alth has improved to thv point thut h0 ' s now average wh ~n it comes to 
r esistance to "bugs" in general. He's put on a lot of weight o.nd looks grand. 
Deedee had had a harder time with colds and intestinul upsets. Sh0 has always boon 
tho sturdy onu till now, but th ~n she was too young to be expos ed to so many 
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• people. I guess school mak~s the diff urcnc c . 

Now tbat the rush of Christmas and the birthday party is ov ·r, W i.., hav e 
time to think about the n ew littl e soul who is going to b e living with us some, timo 
around the first of May. The children ar e so ~ager for th e next thro~ months to 
pass, and so I am! Our next letter will t ell you if it's Hcpzibah or Archibald. 

Our love goes to you all across the s eas, and our pray0rs for you each 
day irucl udc our hop es for thu v ery best of everything for t.; ach of you in the n ew 
year. 

Rov. and Mrs. Horac ~ McMull en ar ~ missio~ari cs of th e Near F.ast Mission of the 
American Board of Commissioners for F'or cign Missions. 'Ihoy ar c statione d in Beirut, 
where Mr. McMullen is principal of the N car East S ol of Thcolog_y. 
This lett. w 194 , bf the • no ~p~il, 14 Beacon 
Street, Boston 8, Massachusetts. 1cat1on of change of address should also 
mention tho McMullcns· n 
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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 
41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

... :.:r . Abe '-'uvim 

ev . ¥-=.arl Baehr, ~xecutive Secretary 
merican Chri8tian ales t ine Committee 

i·.rs . Bl8llche J~ . Shepard, Director 

Date 'e bruary 23, 1949 

Club Program Service , • erican Christian lalestine Committee 

~here seems to be a very evident tendency amo some Zionists to believe 
that the recognition of Israel no longer wakes necessary continued educational 
activities within the. frar.1ework of the o,rica.n Christian alestine Committee • 
. e have noted this :th growing concern for the information we receive in our 
offices from sources throughout the country point to the very opposite. wvery 
indication that comes to our offices emphasizes that there are fore a at work 
preparing for a long drarm. out and vicious attack on the State of israel and 
on the j 'ews of the ni ted S-cates . .Lhe need for vigilance , there! ore , is r, ore 
i r...p ortant than ever • 

... he evidence is cumulative from every corner of the country : the role cell 
of ch ·ges c.gainst lsr·ael - which arc 11.ow being propagru dized with extreme vigor -
is a formido.ble one . It includes a lleged c.o· •, • stic orientation, brutality 
c.gainst rab refugees , desecraticn of churches and holy places , at·t;empts to nullify 
missionary gains , Jewish imperialism (encroachment on the territory of surrounding 
Arab countr ies) , dual loyalty of merican Zionists, use of vast Je·.-ish resources 
for propaganda, endangering of vital American oil supplies , loss of American 
prestige in the • .iddle , .. ,st with a corresponding increase in oviet influence -
end mo.ny , many more . 

~bis many fronted attack is being carried on by lecturing from the public 
platform, articles in ner,spapers , magazines and church publicn:tion , by letters 
frou r ·ssionaries i n the field and b every conceivable means . 

,e enumerate herewith sor..1e of the hos-tile forces for w. icll all f ri6nds of 
·srael must be on the \latch. -hey indicate to ome extent how critical the task 
before us . 

. • t r-1erican ....Jec;urera: 

dividuals ruch cs Ke it oosevelt , Colonel .ellington •'urlong , Ca)t in :.ichael 
• ielding , i alil 1J.'otah: --like ::e it 1 oosevel t , attached to the sti tute of 1irab-

1erican Affairs , iurlong e.nd 'ielding appear to be :free lance lecturers attached 
to lush cori 1ercial lecture bureaus . ...hey are c~ble to get into the v -ry best places 
under first-class i:\.,uspices and do a consider-able aoount of d age. 11°0 l r . ha.rold 

. Ho. ,.ins , ~ponsored at non- publicized neetings of 'oreign olicy : socie.tion and 
other important opinion-ma.lei groups . 

··ropagBJld,a from the -.idcile J s:t: 

A. ' idgle 11k1st Study • ,our : 

i ten weeks seminar md :iddle c .. st 1:(our on L1od em rab life nnd culture ·ill be 
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ev . \.arl Bae. r, xecutive Secretary 
i Lerica.n Chri tian alestine Co ittee 

d, Director 

ebruary 23 , 1949 

rs . v1~ che . Shep 
Club Program Ser..rice , 1:ierican Christi • Pelef'tine Co ·ttee 

1 eld uring the summer •~;i th h adquarte s fl t the merica.n U • versi t of Beirut . Spon~ored 
by ·vestern iichigo.n College of .i.Jducation, Kalamazoo; ',Jilson 1.1 ea.chers College , 1:ashinc;ton, 
• . c.; "'tn.te '.1.e chers College, Lneonta, Jew ~ork; a.r.,:' t e nericen 1 iversit· of eirut , 

irut, Lebanon , the se ar is primarily designed for teachers but students or others 
·ho o.y be inte1 ested in teaching are eligible . group of e.bout 40 1ill leave e 'ork 

by plane about the ~i Qle of ·une end will return the last week of ;ur;ust . 

'.r .. us, t:O trained experts (t .e ma.jor·ty of them teachers) \.ill rdtu t:.is f 11 frnr::1 the 
~ r :...Ja.st wit a eirut orienta.tio!l \fill reach thou ands o ., o p ople a'"' well as 

clubs, churches , re_ o u iences e.nd ne • spa.per e_-,_ders , .. i th their biased vie ,s . It is 
interesting to note tat the cost per per~on is listed at the phono enc.lly low all
inclusive figure of 1,300. L~e naturally assunes that Yea.lthy bus· esc intcrect 
subsidizing t · s .rojoct • 

.-.. ..... .---.---~ ................ ------.:--.-, resident of the niv r~it o C ·ro, oxtre el ~ctive e~ a 
pon.~orc::,hip including Fore gn J. olicy s""ocia:tion, collt, es , 

inct:i.. tute , c u ch f e ere:tions , etc . 

erican College for Girls, r~tanbul , 
'i'ur~;::ey . 

Dr , of the merica.n School for riental ese ch • 

....... .___;r;.....;. .... i=l=l.Q.t , llenera.l Secrota of • e saleri, . . c . . ( cee att ched cop ~ of 1 t"L,er 5..,11t 
aciing !~e..ibers of i3o:ird o ".' ~ anaeors of •..• c .A. s throu out c::. ) • 

f' or erly of •.. • c. . i ·eruc,o.le , 1 ow 8! b r or 

e-uc 8,S r . Jd, in .. oll, r C vOr 0 

d rious relie wo kerc::- o.t e:d to ·he 
o.nd ·c ,orld Service . (~xhibit at~ached) 

ale,...ti11e 
erica...vi 

0 t1 oi t . 

ra.nch of -uth re.n ' .. ·orld 
r nd Service Co ~ttee 

• • .. t ...... -..· ------............ -;...,;. .. o ... t~q5,,::;~.:::a~s:11ll~e:....;;;;L~e;:::;i:av.:..e;;.::::.s, uch as lore. • l sner of the ethodi t Church, 
als i tute of ab-A" erice..n fairs , --ind 1° d iv Hopkin , 

~ ons Council of the ,e thodi t Uhurch . 



1 r . be ... uvim -3-

ev. l Baehr, ~xecut·ve Secretary 
ruerican Christian Palestine Cowi·li-tee 

1 .1•c- . 1··1 che • hepard, Director 

.1.i ebruary :J3 , 1949 

Club ro5r n Service • :ner· can Ch iRtiun alec,tine Co 1 i·ttee 

t1;ers rom • ssionaries on the .deld to Chri~tian leaders , periodicals and friends in 
:1erica. ( see attached .c ... '.ullen letter) 

• § with pro- rab orientation, th ou ear • st colleges, Li~sione 
bac .. ~:..st ~t1;...te e~ t 1e t co11r...ectio s: 

, 
• 

rienta.l 

L • .'right o 

nt vfficials: 

o .. .,E"or of urientc.l Languages , rinceton 

rinceton niversity 

_____ ._r_i_g_h_t, Special ssistant to the, irector, Office of ear J ast rn d fric 
e artment of State . 

H. Visiting rabs, froo the .i. ddle 'ast like usa Husaini. 

I. rc.b Students scattered throughout the United S·t te • 

• iear 
entirely 

titutes held in colleges in I!lerica "ith pe '"ers almo t 
( see • • n~r-ota d • .t . ol oKe progro.. s ut·"' cl~ d) 

r . Co..tholic att9&~ through pre und magazines . 

• to rael, 

1. bede ·a ed Council of 0hu·ches of Christ in erica, especially it earch Bulletin . 
.:. . terdenoro1national ress such as ' • • ntucz:. 
3. enominational Pres uch as the C e, etc • 

• 

neric ouncil for Ju sm 
nstitute of rab- erican Af •airs 
ildersleeve Co ttee, in which such persons ~s Dr . Henry Sloane Coffin, He y itney 

Vn Dusen, H ry '""' c...rson 'osdic.k Charles Clayton ... orrison, etc ., e to be found. 

11 of the e groups e active. here re other forces uch s nti-Se "tic p-pers 
throuc out the country, 'lhich e us rael a~ a strong ea.Jon for atte.cki the Je~ ish 
po tion in erica . .. e e c:-till- d very much o- in the mi d 0 t of a great struggle. 
~:e rao t earn stly recommend vigilance d a dynamic pro ram of activity. 

/ t 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date February 24, 1949 

From Abe Tuvim 

Attached you will find an outline of anti-Israel activities 
which are current in the United States today, as well. as the names 
of various spokesmen for the Arab point of view. 

I bad Rev. Baehr and Mrs. Shepard draw this up in order that we 
might be in a position to estimate the strength of the opposition and 
plan such action as may be indicated. 

(~) 
Together With the memorandum, I am sending you~documents to 

out our estimate, of the situation. I would urge that you return 
documents to us as soon as possible. 

bear 
these 

It is my idea that we should use the survey as a basis for a 
directive to go to aJ.l our communities with a view towards alerting 
them to the names of the speakers for the Arab side. Quite often 
these speakers appear at public forums and it is not until the speech 
is made that our communities begin to disturb themselves in an effort 
to cowiteract the influence of the speaker. If they are apprised in 
advance they Will be alerted in sufficient time to do something at 
the meeting, and in advance of the meeting. We did this several weeks 
ago in New York when Mr. Hoskins appeared at two meetings of the Foreign 
Policy Association and we bad some of our best people planted at both 
meetings. They did a find job. 

I think, also, that the survey should be used as part of an effort 
by us to convince our community leaders and E:mergency Committees that 
the fight is far -from over and that they mst remain organized and ready 
for all eventualities. 

Please give me your reaction to the above. 

Kindest regards. 
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1.ffi . ABE TUVI M 
A. Z. E. C. 
342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK , N. Y. 

MARCH 3, 1949 

SUGGEST L~EETING OF EMERGENCY COUNCIL TUESDAY IJARCH FIFTEENTH 

FOUR P . M. INFOPJ,~ ffiGPNIZATIONS SUBJECT ON AGENDA WILL BE 

REORGANIZATION REPORT . 

SILVER 



Kr. be TuY1m 
American Zionist &lergeney Council 
342 Uad1s011 Avenue 
In' York 17, New York 

11¥ dear Tuviras 

March 11, 1949 

Have yC\u rd .troc Israel ,he1 t -.ey plan to celebrate 
the £1.rst, miverSUT? Have you eng :i the ieon 
Squani Gardens for that q? Dec:ause i i s a. Ci:;lebra
tion, pnrha.pe the 1cart or t o pr c;rau should be the 
Fbilharmon1 Symphony pley'ing oULJtsta ~ J rlsh mu ic 
tor about L~ minutes an . ~ g:re"t J i sh emir. :e 
OO' lld then h~ Vi tlU'O or ro natio l C .;;e You 
might look into it aa ro nrds costs, etc. 

With all good shes• I Nlllllin 

Very cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILvmt 
AHSaer 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Emergency Co~mittee~ Dale March 24, 1949 

Abe Tuvim 

The first anniversary of the establishment of the State of Israel will be 
celebrated this year on "1-Tednesday, Moy 4:, (Although Israeli independence 
was :proclaimed lr-,st yeer on Ma;r 14, tre Isrreli µ"')o-ple ~nd Government will 
celebr.ate their Indeper dence Day ac-co:·ding to the Jewish Calendar -- on 
the fifth o-!' I:,rar -- which this -:,~e.r falls on Mey 4.) 

The Emergency Council sugrests that you co~me~ce now to make ~re~arations 
in your communi~y for a celebration on as grand a scale as you are able 
and one which will befit this d~y. The mood ar.d tenor of this event -
unlike prevlous events which were rr.ore in the nature of rallies and 
demon~trations _..,. sh~uld be one of gr~ti tude and re.joicing for the pA.st 
accomplishments of Israel, prayer and hape for its future welfare, and a 
d.ete:nn:nation to see it secured agai:ist whatever dangers it may have to 
face. The parallel shou:.d be drawn with the history of other oppressed 
national minorities \/ho ultimately achieved fre.edom and independence after 
a long struggle. 

Participating in your program should be leaders of all faiths as well as 
civic leaders of your community and state. A brief reading of the 
Scriptural portions deali.ng with the redemption of Israel would be appro
priate. If possible, there should aleo be Jewish music rendered by a 
band or orchestra., as well as singing by a choir~ {Albl:.ms a."1.c recordings 
of Jewish music appropriate for the occasion are available from the nationa,l 
offices of most of the Zionist parties~) 

Fl ease let us know wh0t -plans you are making for the May 4 celebration# 
Do not hesitate to call on us for any assist~nce you may need. 

Kindest regards. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

Prom 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Dale April 5, 1949 

Abe Tuvim 

Deserving of special attention is the following statement 
concerning Christian shrines and interest8 in Palestine, made 
in a memorandum of March 21, 1949. to the Hon. Trygve Lie, 
Secretary General of the United rations, by r:sgr. Tl: Jr.ias J. 
McMahon, National Secretary of the Catholic Near East Welfare 
Association, of which Francis Cardinal S~el:man is President: 

"On August 20, 1948, we asked you to ma:Jre an inquiry re
garding cr~minal acts against Christian pErsons and places 
during the progress of the Palestinian warfare. Tl~e unier
s igned is happy to report that re personally, after an 
extended journey in the area, can testify to the genuine 
desire of the government of Israel to repair the dnmage 
done and to maintain pro~er relations with tl:e religious 
institutes within its boundaries. 11 

Enclosed also, for your infor~ation, is a pamphl~t contain
ing the Pri:ne Minister of Israel's opening statement to the 
Israeli Constituent Assembl;y, outlining his Government's program 
of action. 

AT:AF 
encl. 
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THB JJDIIISH AGmNCY FOR liLESTINB 
16 East 66 Street 
New York 21, N. Y. 

April 13, 1949 

Rabbi I rvin1 Miller 
Chairman, Scope Conrnittee 
American i1oniat linergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, N.Y. 

Dear Rabbi Miller: 

I wish to inform you ot the discussion in the Bxecutive with respect to the 
budget of the B)nergency Council tor the 1ix months period APril 1, 1949 to 
leptember 30, 1949. 

(1) The mxecuti ve tel t that the adrniniatrat 1 ve bldg et should not 
exceed 1200,000 tor the rear, or for the six month period indicated above, 
-t100,000. 

Included in this administrative budget is an item of t4-0,000 tor 
epecial servicea and individual contacts. The mxeeutive felt that this 
activit1 ought to be auapended and an item of t10,ooo be permitted to remain 
tor conferences and events. 

(2) It was felt that there was no need tor perpetuating the Reeearch 
Institute and that this activity be terminated. It was also felt that Dr. 
Schwadron be requested to remain on to arrange for the orderl1 liquidation 
and transfer of the valuable material collected b7 the Research Department 
over the year,. 

(3) The Executive felt that the wori of the American Christian Pales• 
tine Committee should be continued on a budget 'taais of t100,ooo for the 
year or for the nezt six month1 period,-• 150,000. 

It was also suggested that the Emergenc1 Council appoint a comniaaion 
to look into the affairs of the American Christian Palestine Comnittee tor 
the purpo1e of strengthening it■ lay leadership, intensifying ita activities 
and program; that this matter should be carefully reconsidered at the end of 
the fiscal year, September 30th. 

In arriving at these deciaiona the Ezecutive was motivated to a large extent 
by recent reports from Ierael indicating the near catastrophic situation 
arising out of the lack of funda. In view of the condition of our Treasury, 
it was felt that all activities not directl1 connected with the problem• of 
1nmigrat1on and absorption of imn11rant1 will have to be draatically pruned. 

With all good wiehea for a Happy Peeach. 
cordiall11oura, 

Nahum Goldmann 



Kr. Abe Tuv1II 
.American Zionist Dnergeno7 Council 
342 Madison Awrme 
?Jew York 17, Hff York 

it,' dear Tuvilla 

April 15. 1910 

I would suggest that ;you call a meeting or the Emergency 
Council on ~~, April 26th to conaider the n,por\ or 
the Scope Comadttee. In order not to calq too 1ong, I 
would suggest that -the Cclllll1ttee ma1a it& report, to the 
tun Board or the Dnerpnc;y Counoil am that the meetinc 
according~ be held 1n the enning ot that d'F , Ible•• 
there ia special reason wt-tr the report, should first be 
considered b., the Executi'Wt. Ple inform Rabbi l~ller 
or tho :neeting. In his renort he stat.ed that the source 
from which the f\mds are to b9 alloc t,ed to tm EmergeM7 
Council still JWM1ne a matter ror r\1..s~u .. si'>n be~ thl 
COIIDittee rd the Ag9ney. I trust that will havs a 
report to make on this ital at the meetin~. 

\11th all good wishes, I remain 

Ve?Y cordially ours, 

ABBA m:LLEL SILvm 



. . . 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To DR• ABBA lffi.JIII. SIL WR Dale April 18, 1949 

From AB:S: 'l'UVIM 

Attached hereto ia a copy ot a letter addreased to Rabbi Miller from 
Nahum Goldman, dated April 13, 1949, following the meeting of the Agency-. 

I call your particular attention to Paragraph (1). The item of $40,000, 
which the Agency Executive wishes to curtail to 10,000,involve■ the 
Individual Contacts Dejartment, as well aa irovisione for conferences, 
advertieing and special services. • 

p.s. Since dictating the above, I am informed by Steinberg that he sent 
you a copy of the attached which arrived in the office during the bolida71. 



~11 E f O R A N U .1.,f 

TO: Dr. Abba Hillel wilver DATE: April 27, 1949 

FR.mi : Abe Tuvim 

Irving ?.~iller called me this morning to say that he ,-.ill 
not under any circunstances accept the chairmanship of the meetin 
at .. iadison quare I ark, nor will he accept the chairmanship of the 
Emergency ouncil. He intends to completely wi thdra1-. from any 
activity in both the ZO.A and the E!'lergency .., o·mcil because of 
what he termed ''the shabby v ay in , hich Dr. Silver treated me" . 

?'iller felt that the a reement that had b en reached at your 
hone was violated and that he was doublecrossed. It ,as his 
impression that at the meeting which ,as held last 0unday ni ht 
there as to be a secret ballot - no pressures - an that the 
conten ers for the nomination wo1l then abide by the decision 
of the meetin:> . He says that pre~s1res were used on hiss porters 
to ~~thdraw his name and that other activities were entered into 
Tihich amounted to steam-rollin the nomination of Frisch . TTnrler 
the circumstances he cannot see hi.s way clear to particir.ate in 
any of the Zionist activities in ~hi~h e are presently engaged . 
He has no intention of encouragin or joinin any 0 1:position an 
will fino his ovm ways of servin Israel. 

I thought I ought to pass this on to you. I have not made 
copies nor do 1 intenc to disc ss it with anyone. 

Jiat suggestions have you ½ith re 0 ard t o the chairmanship of 
the :adison oquare ark meeting? 

' indest regar .s 

~ 
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~ AMt;RICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date April 29, 1949 

From Abe Tuvim 

Within a matter of days the question of Israel's admission to the 

United Nations will be taken up by the United Nations. 1ar from being 

the certainty which many thought it to be, it now appears that strong 

attempts will be made to delay or postpone the decision. The position 

of the United States, while generally favorable,is marked neither by 

enthusiasm nor by a willingness to press the issue to a successful 

culmination. 

To spark the attitude of the United States Government and to mirror 

the urgency of this issue in all levels of American public opinion, it 

is vital that favorable editorials and comments appear within the next 

few days in the press of our nation advocating the admission of Israel 

. into the United Nations during the current session. The enclosed 

memorandum contains a suitable argumentation in that direction. It is 

urgent that you seek interviews with editors and commentators to insure 

that favorable editorials and articles appear which back up our position. 

Remember that the next few days will decide this issue. 

As soon as these editorials and articles appear in your local press, 

we would appreciate receiving copies without delay. 

Act now. The next few days are vital to the prestige and welfare 

of Israel. We cannot fail the Jewish State at this important moment. 

AT:XSR 
Enc. 



ISRAEL'S M~M:BERSHIP IU THE UlHTED UATIONS 

To bd admitt~d to membership in the United nations is the right of all 

"peace-loving states which accept the obligati~ns contained in the •• " Charter 

and, in the judgme~1·t of the organization, are :1.ble and nil l ing to co.rr~r out these 

obligations. 11 (Art" 4 of t he Cb art er) 

Israel has already d cclE1red. its accept 1..mce of the obligations of the Charter. 

After Israel's record of repeat ed ae reement to truce proposals in the face of Arab 

aggression, no one can doubt it s r> eace-loving c har-"cter. nor i.11 anyone d~ubt 

Israel I s ability and willingness to carry out obli&o.tions freely under taken. In 

both ·respects Israel's record compares more than favorably with that of a great 

many States admitted to membership. There is certainly no comp arison betueen the 

record of Israel and that of the Arab States . of Tihom six have been revrarded with 

membership in the international orgrmization. 

Neither independence nor internal democracy are listed in the Charter as 

prerequisites for membership. ,A.Tld indeed, many States are members of the United 

nations which are not truly independent, \1hile others live under regimes utterly 

devoid of any semblance of democracy~ It is unimaginable, in the circumstances, 

that a State as genuinely i~dependent and as firmly based on democratic ideals aa 

Israel be denied membership. 

For a while, Israel's alleged lack of stability and. the unsettled character 

of its boundaries were cited as reasons for delnying the neTT State's admission to 

the United nations. This argument could never be co!lsidered to be genuine. China 

and Greece, to name but the most blatant cases, arc obviously not enjoying stability. 

Poland, for one, had its frontiers undefined at a time when it joined the United 

nations. Attempts to prevent or delay Israel's membership on this or any similar 

basis had to be considered therefore as a crass example of application of a double 

standard. m-iat Israel was undergoing until recently was not i~tcrnal instability 

(more) 



• 

- 2 .. 

but foreign aggression. To defend States against foreign aggression is the most 

sacred duty of the United nations, and an attempt to evade it.by denying membership 

to the victim of aggression would be a sca~dalous performa.~ce. 

But even these excuses are no longer available. Recent truces and armis

tices have put an end to warfare, have stabilized in fact Israel's territory, and 

have further increased its internal stability. The security Council of the United 

nations has given recognition to this state of aff~.irs and, in its meeting on 

March 4, 1949, recorprn~nded by a vote of 9 to l the admission of the new State to 

membership in the u.n. There has been no case thus far where the Assembly has not 

acted on a recommendat;on by the Council with regard to membership within the 

shortest possible time. 

And yet maneuvers are afoot to delay the admission of Israel still longer. 

This time the excuses for continued delay are found _ in the existence of unsolved 

differences betTTeen Israel an.1 certain other States. Chief among them are the 

questic;,ns regarding the future of the Arab refugees, of JeruEalem and of the Holy 

Places. These questions should, of course, _find an agreed solution, but this m~ 

require time and a great dea~ of discussion. To bar Israel meanwhile from member

ship would be utterly unjust. Hany are the members of the United nations that are 

involved at the present time in disputes or disagreements with other States, but at 

no time was this fact advanced to justify the non-admission, the exclusion, or the 

suspension of the States involved from membership in the international organization. 

On the contrary, the very existence of such differences,.differences which at the 

present time form the subject of direct negotiations .between Israel and the oth~r 

States involved and are under consideration by the u.n. Conciliation Commission, i~ 

an added reason why all parties involved should be placed on a footing of equality. 

To do otherwise would mean ~o perpetuate the unfair advantage which sorpe parties 

enjoy as members of the u.n. over Israel, which is not as yet a member, 
(more) 
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There ts one added circumstance which makes the admission of Israel espe

cially urgent. Israel has emerged a~ an independent State as a conse(l11ence of a 

solemn verdict of the United Uations. Surely the Untted nations owes it to itself 

speedily to admit to membership a nation thus formed. 

It is most gratifying that the u .s. Government has taken a clearly favorable 

stand on this question. It has voted in favor of Israel's admission on the Secu

rity Council and it has indicated its intention to vote similarly in the Assembly. 

With more active support of the ,American Governmen~ and of American public opinion, 

it may be hoped that Israel I s admission to the U .u • will be overwhelmingly voted 

at the present session of the Assembly. This will not only represent an act of 

justice, long overdue, but will also further pea.ce and stability in the Middle East. 

April 30• 1949 



TO: 

FROU: 

.r.1 E 1.: 0 R A N D U I/ 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver DATE : May 5, 1949 

Abe 7uvim 

Both Rabbis Lookstein and Friedman of 11:izrachi spoke to 
me very earnestly after the r~adison Square ark meeting yesterday 
about your impendin relinquishr.ient of the Council chairmanship . 
I assume that they talked to you also , since both told me they 
were going to contact you, and you are undoubtedly aware of their 
state of mind. 

',1hile I kn011r your motivations and cannot help but agree -vd th 
you, I feel that they, too, are right . I therefore s ggest that 
you give consideration to the thought of becomin the Honorary 
Chainnan of the Emergency Co1icil . In this way, your association 
,., i th it uill continue vli. thout often arduous tasks that o with 
the actual chairmanship. ~ 

Before discussing this vdth any of our people, I feel that 
I should get your reaction. !Jeedless to say, I ar.1 very much for 
it for reasons which I know are obvlous to you . 

Incidentally, Irving Eiller called me yesterday to ask how 
things are goin alon~ and to request me to pass on to you that 
he has finally decided to accept the chairmanship if it is offered 
to him. 

indest regards . 

AT :RB 



.. . 
~ . ._ Ar.{'e~ican Zionist Emergency Council 

MEMORANDUM 

1·0 B. Drowdy, J. Epstein, J. Lookstein, 
B. Zuckerman 

,..,.,"11Secretary to the Council 

Date Jwie 17, 1949 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

I received a telephone communication from the Agency in it.ing me 
to come today to a meeting of the -- ublic Relations Gommitt I want 
without Knowing exact~ ..,•hat it was and found around the ta 
Goldmann, Hrs. Halprin and Dr. Greenberg, members of the Ag n 
Hammer, Weiser and oernstein of +,he .Agency staff, as well a 
Lourie, Raffael • nd :~enen of the Israeli Delegation. Dr. Go d 
nresided. 

It was exnlain~d to me that the ublic 
a roup that got together from time to t:in.e 
coordinated action in the sphere of rublic 
was not authorized to represent the Counc· 

0 

regarain 
I said that 

boay, and hat I 
s ntatives of the would report with & view to having pa 

Council appointed to serve on that bo 

Information was exchanged reg 
ation. Dr. Goldmann, 1 r. Lourie, Mr. 
knew about current develooments in 

Dr. Greenberg 
reeard to the Arab 

Dr. Goldmann and 1 

steps underta~en by Mr 
with the hoover Plan. 
interested in the uest o 
plied that 1r. _en-Horin o 

ca.lprin 
• orin o 
asked s 

sent political situ-
I aentioned what we 
Lausanne. 

nolicy of Israel with 
o ' ffael supplied re lies. 

for information r egarding the 
lf of the Council in connection 
cally whether the other bodies 
regarding these ste. s. I re

ban regarding all his ~ctivities 
and that re orts e hem w alsrJ being sent by him to Miss 
Herlitz and ~IAM.lc~ do 
Dr. Gola______ H 
iiaffael 
Israel 
..,rhether 
efforts 

nen on t 
al di.rec 
shoul le 
e Americ 

Elat. A discussion thereu~on arose between 
rin on tr.e one hand, and Messrs. Lourie, 
ther, as to whether he representatives of 
·th the Council in matters of that ~ind or 
he Agency in sole ~hare as coordinating all 
ne. 

Mr.• en, from Mr. 3chulson a copy of his memo-
randum to Ben...,~u:.--1:egarding the need to prepare material for Congress
men re Arab refugees, menti~ned that both th ... >-lel ✓.:Jia .. 1n spee~h nnd the 
Eban speech which Schulson had recommended ... s s ,1i table material, are avail
able in orinted form in the Isr· ell Delegation and suggested that the 
Council, rather than rint this material anew, avail itself of th se 
texts. 

Mr. Kenen furthar suggesteu t~at renewed efforts be made to stlmu
late letters to the news apers fron our Christian riends, especially from 
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the members of the ACPC delegatlon which has just returned from Israel. 

The representatives of the Agency and the Lover:rnnent made clear 
d~rine the course of the meeting that a mass ca~raign would be inadvis
able at this point; that they would not like to see an atta~k on t~e De
partiuent of State, but that the correctness of American policy and of 
the procedures followed by the Conciliation Commission mieht be chal
len6ed. They expressed the hope that in all approaches to the press 
the offers made by Israel in furtherance of peace be pointed o~t ~nd 
that the role played by the territorial ambitions of Great ritain be 
e!llphasized in connection with the current crisis. 

Dr.·.Goldmann stated that meetings of the Public Relations Com
mittee will take place more c£ten in the future than was the case in 
the nast. 

nA:AF 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

~42 ~~DISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date June 20 , 191+9 

Abe Tuvim 

Enclosed you will find the copy of the memorandum addressed 
by Dr . Akzin to the multiple chair.men. I understand t:iat a copy 
of this was not sent to you. 

Schulson informed een-Horin that he receiv~d a letter from 
McGhee expressing thanks for the jj en-Hor in memorandum and 
implying an interest in it . I .;.,ill suggesting to Schulson that 
he try to arrange an app9intment for Ben-Horin with McGhee for 
the next time Ben- Horin goes to Washington, wh::.ch should be within 
the next few days . 

AT :MB 
encl. 

indest regards . 

P. S. Ben-liorin wants me to add that he is seeing McGhee t his 
fednesday morning . 



, 

.Jam 21.191£9 

• Seewl llcu 
Ot'tioe ot tbe :r.pl Adriall
Dspa--t ,:at ot stat.e' 
11118h1J1gt,on.n.c. 

ICr dear • D••• 
A ~--b All> I reoeiwd a OEMPIRl1catiOD trCII .... 
-- J • o. 'OmlAld intcnd.ng - that )"Oil .. n
turmnc t.o the lld.ted stat.ea and suggeatine that I 
lllght be interest.ad 1n noe1Yinl ft-m yon sane Dl4'3,... 
a1oaa ot 7aar stq in Iarall and the renlta ~ TOUZ 

stud:lee whieh 7011 made toach1n" labor m•a..mt 1n 
Ierael. I shall be mst happy to ha such a tallc with 
you. Do you plan to come out tbie 1n the next r• 
welal, or rill~ 1n York? I Janning to 
leaw ~~ ~ tm lSth ~ ~. 

lltth all good wishes• I Nllla1n 

lloat oordialJ7 ywrs• 

ABBA HIIJ..EL SILVER 
AHS1er 



ur. Abe 'l'uT1II 
Jaerioan ZionilSt Council 
3L2 lladiaon AftDlllt 
Hff York 17, Rew Yark 

dear TUv.1m1 

Jane 27, 1949 

I would augp.t that the encloNd material. be turned 
over tor disou.saion b7 the Praeaidiua. 

th all good wishu, I rana1n 

AHSaer 
Bnc. 

o t eord1 ]J" yours, 

ABBA HILIZL SILVER 



American Zionist Emergency Council cogmmw, 

MEMORANDUM 

'J'o !he Prae 1diim Date Jul7 13, 1949 

Prnm Abe 1'1.tvh 

AT:CS 

I haYe just received a report on the Mayor•• visit to the 
President. I understand that the7 had. a full di cus11on and 
the President aaid.s 1Wb7 don I t these people ha1re conf1 
in •1 .Have I fallen down on them 7et! Let the be t 
and they will be satiaf1ed. vi.th hat I ,am doing. Let 

tient. 1 

While this p e rs to be similar to 
aid on a number of occaaions last year, 

semi-conciliatory re ction in any months . the pe 
-ho e kno ho haves oken th hi recently obtaine 

friendly r9&9tion. 

ll ga.rda . 
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