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PRfSS RELEASE from AMERICAN' ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Associat~tl Organziations 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMl~IATE REL:JASE 

DR. SILVER DEPLORES LACK OF POSITIVE ACTION ON PART OF 

AMERICAN GOVEP.NMENT TO FURTHER WELF ABE OF ISRAEL 

--- - -
New York Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chainnan of the American 

section of the l'lor d Zionist Organization and of the American Zionist iinergeney 

Council, issued the following statement on his return from Israel: 

"I have just returned from Israel where I attended the meetings of the 

Actions Committee of the ,·rorld Zionist Organization. It was the first meeting 

of this body since the establishment of the State of Israel. The chief :problems 

before the meeting were, first, the separation e.nd the definition of functions 

as bet,•reen the lTorld Movement and the State of I srn.el; and secondly, the reorgani

zation of the work of the World Zionist Uovement in order that it mi :r)lt serve 

most effectively in assisting the State to absorb the large number of im:1iGrants 

who trill wish to settle in Israel. 

11 The delibero.ti ons of the Actions Committee were eminently successft.l. A 

clear separation was effected between the Sti te and the Movement. Uinisters of 

the State who had been meii1ber:; of the Executive of the i·lorld Zionist Orgenization 

handed in their resignations and others, not of the Government, took their place. 

It was further re sol vod that no part of the funds of the ,·1orld Zionist 0rgani za,.. 

tlon will be contributed directly or indirectly to the Government of Isrc..el for 

any purposes whatsoever, but that the 0rgrni zation will carry on its own uork in 

Israel directed to the settlement and the economic absorption of new immiGrruits, 

and for other charitable purposes. This separation )las advocated by t!le .American 

(more) 
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Zionists and was finally accpted by the entire movement. 

"Another achievement of the Actions Committee meeting was the extenaion 

of the Executive to include members of the tHo parties who heretofore hn.c1 not 

been included -- the United Workers Party and the Revisionists. This establishes 

complete unity among all the parties within the movement. This too hns for some 

time been urged by the American Zionists. It was also resolved to set up in the 

United States some of the Departments of the Movement which heretofore h~d their 

headquarters in Jerusalem, more especielly, the Department of Economic Orgnniza

tion. It was realized that due to the economic antl political significance of the 

United States and of the Jetrish community here, which is the largest in the 

world, an important center of the World Zionist Movement should be maintained in 

the United States. 

11 I found the spirit of the pe::>ple in Israel at o. high pitch of confidence. 

The military victories which had been achieved have greatly buoyed them up. They 

succeeded in defending their StA.t~ by force of arms and they feel confident that 

they will continue to do so in the future. They are strong and their strength 

1 s increasing. I fou."1.d them restive under the truce. They welconed the truce 

in the hope that it would lead to a speedy peace settlement. But their direct 

approach to the Arab states for peace negotiations was rebuffed. As a result 

grave skepticism as to the value of the truce has spread through the entire 

population. If the Arab states are resolved, as they have proclaimed, never to 

recognize the Sto.te of Israel, uhat purpose is there in the prolongation of a 

truce uhich is becoming a severe drain unon the economy of the new State? The 

position of Count Bernadotte has likewise suffered a serious decline as a result 

of his shocking proposal to turn Jerusalem over to Abdullah as his Cltl)i tol, and 

as a result of his baffling and contradictory opinions on the subject of the 

immigration of men of military age into Israel. 

"There is a growing feeling among the people in the State of Israel that ,~ 

our State Department is again collaborating with Mr. Bevin. They feel that our 

(more) 
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State Department has put every obstacle in the way of the full recognition of 

Israel. It has blocked £, Uni tvd States lonn to the neu State. It has interfered 

with the free raovoment of refugees to Isro.el from the American occupation zones 

on the basis of n unwarranted interpretation of the tenns of the truce. The 

.American Government has thus nlaced itself in li.ne 1,1ith the Dritish C-overnnont , 

1..,rhich, contrary to all law, hn.s ]:ept 13,000 Jewish refugees of military age in 

detention camps in Cy-prus, and han prohibited them from emigrating to Isrc.el. The 

Americe:..1 Government has further denied pas~ports to American citizens who desire 

to go to Israel. The feeling is prevalent that our State Department is acuin 

following the lead of the British Colonial and Fore5.gn Offices. There is, there

fore, a gro1,-1ing concern '-'•s to the attitude of the Uni tod States Delegation at the 

coMing sessions o: the 'Chi ted ] ation<• in Paris. 

"The present hope of i-i'.r. :Bevin, now that a military victory over Israel is 

no longer to be expected, is that a prolonged truce will prove such nn economic 

strain on the country that Israel will be prepared to ac~ept a peace settlement 

agreeable to Great Eri tain. The people in Israel wonder vhether the .American 

Governri1ent is fallin~ in lj_ne \'Jith this new pressure politics of IIr. Bevin. They 

wonder whether President Trumm1 is fully aware of all that is going on and whether 

his Administration approves of it all . 

11 It is clear to them that the key to pe".ce in Palestine is still in the hands 

of the United States. Only· posi tivc action on the part of this Goveinr:1ent, such as 

de .jure recognition and n loM, will persuc.de the Arab staten that this Government 

is very sincere and earnest about its intentj_ons with regard to the Ste.ta of Israel 

and \'rill persuc.de them to sit do\'m und negotiate. 11 

--30--
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•• -;R.ESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Or ganziations 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poa)e Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIAT'.m PJltEASE 

DR. SILYER .APPBA!,S 'IO PRESIDENT TRUMAN TO ~CT TEP.MS 

OF l3EBNADOTTE l>LAN WHICH -WOULD DEPRIVE 

ISB.A:mt OF TWO-THIRDS OF ITS AllA 

- - -- -
.AMERIO.AN ZIOMIST CHIEF "SHOCKED" BY SECRETARY MARSHALL 1 S 

11 UNQ,UALIFIED ENDORSl!MENT 11 OF MEDIATOR1 S RECCIIMENDATIOUS 

..... - - -
New York, September 23 -- :Or. Abba Hillel Silver, chainnan of the .American 

Zionist lllnergency Council, today wired an appeal to President Truman 11 to prevent . 

the imposition of such iniquitous terms on Israel II as the :Bernadotte plan recom

mended II and to stand by the pledged wordo.. of the American Government ,-,hich 

accepted without reservation the November 29 decision and which on IIoy 14 gave 

de facto recognition to the new State of Israel." 

Dr. Silver's protest ngainst Secretary Marshall's recent endorsement of the 

Bemadotte report whioh would give the Negev area now in the State of Israel, to 

the Arabs was made in behalf of all official Zionist bodies in the United States 

-- the Zionist Organization of America, Hadassah., Mizrachi Organization of 

America, Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion, United Zionists

Revisionists of America, Hashomer Hatzair, Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United 

Labor Zionist Party). 

Pointing out that the Zionist movement in this country had "relied on the 

loyalty of the .American Govemment to the United Nations partition resolution of 

last November, 11 and on the personal commitment of the President and the platform 

(more) 
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pledges of the Democratic Party, Dr. Silver noted tha t 11 we have accordinGly been 

profotmdly shocked by Secretary Marshall's unqualifi ed endo r s ement of the 1·ecc.m

me!1do.tions of Count Be1nadot te ,:hi ch t·1ould reduce the area of the St nte of I sruel 

by tuo-thi rds leaving it a miniature state incapable of larce ccale settleri ent of 

refugees." 

"The citizens of Israel who reluctantly accep ted the partition of Palestine 

last i ovEnber c)Ild , ,ho have since successful l y defended the borders of their new 

state with their blood are now being asked to :,ccept another partition of their 

small state. This penalizes Is1·ael for he.vlng accepted partition onc1 re,rnrds the 

Arabs for having atteL1pted by force of aIT!lS to u1rnet the Uni tea. Nr'.ti ons recom

menc:1.ati on, 11 Dr,, Si 1 ver declared 

The full text of Dr.) Silver',; Hire follows: 

FRESID:EmT IIARRY S. TRUMAi: 
,·mITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTOli, D. C. 

WE HAVE RELIED a THE LOY.ALTY OF TITE .PJ~ERIO.f GOVEmnIENT TO THE UUIT3D lTATIO s 

FARTITIOl~ F.ESOLUI'IOH OF LAST NOVEIBER, ON YOUR O '1N PEI'SOi'"AL COl-fi-IIT!;-~ .. T Alw 

DEVOTION TO THIS POLICY A}iD oir THE PLAT.FOBL\1 PLEDGE 0]1 THE DD,WCRATIC PARTY TO 

SUPPORT THE STATE OF ISRAil.i l·."ITIII ~ ITfJ FIXED BOUNDARIES AND W'E HAVE ACCOP.Dil;GrJY 

:BEBN PROFOUNDLY SHOCKED :SY SECF.ET .. \HY MARSHALL I S UllQ,UALIFIED ENDORSEi 'EET OF THE 

RECm.: iEl?DATI OMS OF Com T :SEHHADOTTE WHICH WOU!,D RFJ)UCE THE AREA OF THE ST-'• TE OF 

ISIW:L BY TllO-THIRDS LEAVIl1TG IT A 1-IIlTIATUBE STATE nm.APAPLE OF LARGE SCALE 

SETTLll-!ntT OF BEl'UGEES. THE OI'l1IZWS OF ISF.A.'El, WHO RELUCTAHTLY ACC:BPTJD THE 

PARTITIOM OF PALESTINE LAST NUVJ.il1BBR JiND ;)HO HAVE SIITCE SUCCESSFULLY DEFE:.T.Dlm 

THE :BORDERS OF THEIR NE\·T ST.\.'l.1E \lITH THEIR BLOOD ARE NOW :BEU:G ASKED TO AOCm>T 

ANOTHER !JARTITION OF THEIR SlIALJ, STA'l1E. ~.rI! S FEL~ALIZES ISRAEL FOR IIAVI:iG 

ACC:Bl'TED PARTITION .AND BEUARDS THE ARABS FOR HAVIHG ATT]l1PTED :BY F03D:C OF AP.MS 

TO UPSET TEE UNITlm NA~IONS REOOMHENDATION • WE APPEAL TO YOU TO PREV'.=TT ~IIE 

(more) 



IMPOSITION OF SUCH IHIQ,UITOUS TERP6 ON ISRAEL )JU) TO ST.Al'® :BY THE PLFJ)GED ~·TOTID 

0 F YOUR AnUNIS!RATICU AND OF TIIE AMZRICAN GOVEl?J.1EtrT WHICH ACCJ'm>T:ED UIT!IOUT 

RESER'!ATION THE NOVEIBER m 1H DECISION AfrD WHICH ON MAY 14TH GAVE DE FACTO 

RECOGi1ITZ011 TO THE NEW STATE OF ISRAJlL. 

#325 ~ 9/23/48 

A:BDA HILLEL SIL VER, C RA.Ifill.AH 
A!~BIC.AN ZIONIST »~ERGEl{CY COUNCIL 

FOR 
ZIONIST ORG.AN!ZATICN OF AMEF~CA 
HADASS.AH 
MI ZRACHI ORG·.ANI ZA~IOl1 OF Al-!EB!CA 
LABOR ZIOlHST OFG.tJ;"IZATION OF AM:ZRICA-POALE Zl'.01~ 
UNITED ZIOJISTS-B1TISIONIS'.1'$ OF AMEBICA 
HASHOMER RA.TZAI R 
ACHDUT HAVODA.H-POALE ZION (UNITED LABOR ZIONIST PARTY) 
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PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
AssoC'iat~d Organziations 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale z· 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMHEDIATE RELEASE 

DR. ABBA H!JJLEL SIL VER ATTACKS BERNADOTTE BECOMMENDATIOMS 

ON NEGEV AND JERUSAL]M 

... - ... --
POINTS OUT THAT LOSS OF 3,750 SQ,UARE ~IILES IN NEGEV \·JOULD 

SERIOUSLY JEOPARDIZE ISRAEL I S PLANS FOR ABSORPTION OF JEWISH IMMIGR.-iMTS 

- - ....... 

Neu York -- Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chai nnan of the .American section of the 

Jewish Agency for Palestine ond of the American Zionist :Emergency Council, charged 

in a statement to the press that the enemies of Israel are utilizing the Bernadotte 

assassination as an nopporttmity to cripple the Jewish State •.. by drastically 

constricting it in size and depriving it of its necessary natural resources. 11 

Taking strong issue ,vi th the Mediator's plnn which recommended that the Negev 

area be allotted to the Arabs and that the City of Jerusalem, with its 90,000 Jews. 

be put under UN control, Dr. Silver pointed out that "these recommendations, which 

Co\lllt :Bernadotte himself admitted in his report were not within his province as 

Mediator to make" would prove "disastrous" to the State of Israel. 

"If the lTegev should now be lost to Israel, it would be condemned to con

tinuing sterility as a desert, just as is the vast and empty area of the largest 

part of Trans-Jordan, and for the same reason, namely, Arab apathy. The Je\'lish 

plan for 1 ts irrigation and d~velopment would be aborted, and the capacity of the 

truncated remnant of Israel to absorb new immigrants would be greatly reduced, 11 

Dr. Silver stated. 

The full text of his statement is attached herewith. 

f326 - 9/24/48 --30--
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• AMERICAN ZIONIST EMER6ENCY COUNCIL 
342 MAblSON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Toiergency Committees Date September 24, 1948 

From H L Sh i arry • ap ro 

Attached is a statement issued by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver yesterdey as Chainnan 
of the American Section of the Jewish Agency. It is an analysis of some ~ 
features of the Bernadotte plan. 

Yesterday we sent you a news release of a telegram which Dr. Silver had dis
patched to President Truman pointing out to the President that the liarshall 
statement before the General Assembly on Israel wa8 a violation of the Adminis
tration•s pledged word on Israel as well as of the Israel plank in the Demo
cratic Party platfonn, and appealing to him to prevent the imposition of the 
terms of the plan, which deprives Isroel of almost two-thirds of its territory 
as alloted by the United Nations General Assembly decision of November 29, 1947. 

1}le present situation is a critical one for Israel and I urge you to do the 
following: 

l. On September 8, I sent you a memorandum requesting that 

you have the leading citizens and organizations send 

letters to the President asking for de jure recognition 

and economic aid to Israel. Please broaden the scope of 

communications to the President and have as many letters 

and telegrams as possible sent to the President dealing 

with the new ei tuation. These letters and wires should 

·be sent by both Jews and non-Jews. The line which the 

commW1ications to the President should take can be drawn 

from Dr. Silver's statement and from the text of his 

telegram to the President. It is imperative that you 
I 

begin Your work on· this 1mmediately1 

2. In a previous memo to you we requested that you contact 

local and 1tate political leaders asking them to urge 
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the President to take po si ti ve action on Israel. In vi eu 

of the fact that the Marshall statement is a violation of 

the pledged word of the President, you will immediately 

intensify this v.sr,ect of your ,-,ork. The committees uhich 

are to call on the political leaders should approach the 

problem in the forthright manner which the situation demands. 

3. I hope that you have made contact with the newspaper editors, 

publishers and rarlio commentators in your community. In 

order that they may have a correct perspective of the pro·01em 

as it now exists, since the assassination of :Bernadotte and 

the introduction of his plan into the General Assembly in 

Paris, they should be given the baclq~round materi al uhich 

is contained in the statement of Dr. Silver. A number of 

American newspapers have come out in favor of the :Bernadotte 

plan without recognizing its full i mplications. It is your 

job to correct their approach. Within a day or two I t·rill 

send you a brief article written by Mr. Eliahu :Ben-Horin 

which will appeDr in the next issue of ~ Nev PAJ.estine. 

It is also excellent material for similo.r usage. 

4. In a memorandum which I sent you on September 16, I requested 

that you contact your Congressmen and Senators with a vie,-, 

to having them contact Mr. l:il l iam t.I. Martin of the Ex)_)ort

Import Bank urging him to have the Bank approve the loan to 

Israel. I would appreciate your sending me any reports uhich 

you may have ,1th reference to this activity. 

Regards. 

HLS:RB . 
Enc. 
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STAT:BMENT OF DR. ABBA IIILLEL SIL VER 

CHAIH-tAN OF THE .AMERICAN SECTION OF THE JEWISH AGfflCY 

The tragic assasaination of Count Bernadotte by outlaws, and the feeling 
of condemnation which it has universaJ.ly aroused, are being used by the enemies 
of Israel as an opportunity to cripple the Jewish State, if they can:n.ot destroy 
it altogether, by drastically constricting it in size and depriving it of its 
necessary natural resources. They seek to do this under the alogan that Count 
Bemadotte I s recommendations must be adopted and effectuated in full l',S a monu.
men t to his memory and in the claimed interest of ":pea,ce". 

These recommendations, which Count Bernadotte himself admitted in his report 
were not within his province as Mediator to make, require calm analysis in order 
to un4erstand how disastrous their implementation would be for the Jewish cause 
in Palestine and the State of Israel. 

The fi rat recommendation to 'be noted is tha.t the Negev, consisting of two
thirds of the State of Israel as set up in the Resolution of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations on November 29, 1947, should be torn aw8'3' from Israel and 
handed over to t'he invctding Arab States, prefera'bly Trans-Jordan. The Jewish 
State, whose total area under the l-Tovenber 29 Resolution is only 5,770 square 
miles, is thus to be further reduced in size by no less than 3,750 square miles; 
while a me~ 400 square miles of rocky and hilly Western Galilee is to be added 
to it in compensati en. 

Moreover, the territory thus :proposed to be taken ctway from Israel is 
practicolly empty of inhabitants because of lack of water, althoue.h it cm be 
made he.bi table by costly end extensi VH irrigation works which the Jeus alone 
are 1·eady to undertake a.'1d finance. It provides the only available lanv. reserve 
for the expected and necessary large Jewish immigration into Israel; the rest 
of Israel, as well as Western Galilee, bein~ already thickly inhabited. If the 
Negev should now be lost to Iero.el, it would be condemned to continuing sterility 
as a desert, just as 1 s the vast and empty area of the largest :part of Trans
Jordan; and for the same reason, namely, Arab apathy. The Jewish plon for 1 ts 
irrigation and development would be aborted, and the capacity of the truncated 
remnant of Israel to absorb new immigrants woald be greatly reduced. In this 
way. the persistent objective of the enemies of Israel, which has ever been to 
:prevent or severely limit Jewish immigration into Palestine, would be achieved, 

Nor is this the only disastrous effect which the implementatio11 of this 
recommendation would have, Three other higjlly important effects should be noted: 

l. The Negev includes the southem and more than half of the western shores 
of the Dead Sea and provic1.es the only access of the State of Israel to the waters 
and minerals of that Sea; the rest of the shore of the Sea being outside the 
boundaries of Israel and mostly in Trans-Jordan, So important to the life and 
development of Israel was free accesn to a!'ld the right to extract and e:cploi t 
these minerals deemed to be by the General AsGembly of the United Nations that 
the Assembly by its November, 1947 Resolution actually included \d thin the State 
of Israel even more of the shore area of the Dead Sea than was recommended b7 
its Special Committee on Falestine, These minerals, in fact, constitute pe?haps 
the only reserve of valuable minerals available to Israel. Millionaof Jewish 
capital have ~ready been sunk in the building of plants both at the northern 
and southern ends of the Dead Sea for the extraction of these minerals, Competent 

\ 
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experts are agreed that these minerals can fonn the ba.si s of a varied and highly 
skilled chemical industry in Israel for the benefit not only of its inhabitants 
but of the world at large. The proposal now is to make all this impossible and 
to tum the whole of the Dead Sea with its minerals over to the Arab States. , 

2. The territory in question gives the State of Israel access to and a part 
of the eh.ore of the Gulf of Ak:aba on the Red Sea and thus renders possible the 
development there of an Israeli port to serve the commerce of Israel with the 
Far East and Africa, without the necessity of routing such commerce through the 
Brltish controlled Suez Canal with ita heavy tolls. The excision of this territoJY 
from Israel renders this prospect hopeless. 

3. There are well~founded reports to the effect that the territor.r in 
question contains valuable deposits of oil. This is per.haps the rea.l reason 
why 1 t is now proposed to take this terrl tory awrq from Israel and hond 1 t over 
to a pUppet of Britain. But this oil constitutes the only reserve of fuel for 
the industrialized State of Israel which must otherwise depend for oil upon the 
mercy of the British-Arab production in Iraq and the very hi~ prices charged 
to Israel for such oil as it may be allowed to have from such production, 

Another recommendation of Count Bernadotte deserving special notice relates 
to Jerusalem. The recomrnendn.ti on is that Jerusalem with 1 ts beaeiged 90,000 J ewe 
should be put under United Nations control without any corridor connecting it 
with Israel. The November, 1947 Resolution of the General Assembly 11ke,·r.i.se 
proposed to put Jerusalem under United Nations control. But this was on the 
supposition that the Arabs would respect the decision of the Assembly and let 
Jerusalem live. Events, however, have proved that this expectation was and is 
illusory. Jerusalem was wantonly attacked by the Arab States with British 
supplied bombs and artillery immediately after the British withdrew from Palestine 
on Hay 15, 1948, despite the United Nations Resolution, and has been under siege 
and attack ever since. Its water and food supplies have been cut off. The Jews 
have sustained thousands of casualties in defense of the beautiful city which they 
have built aid which contains not only their most sacred shrines, but their great 
University, their hospitals and other educational and philanthropic .institutions. 
The heroism of the Jews of Jerusalem• men, women and even children cl.ike, in the 
the face of the murderous Arab attack constitutes an epic by itself. HoH it is 
proposed to tum these people, after all their sacrifices and privations, over to 
the mercy of the Arab invaders; for that is what Count l3ernadotte 1 s recomr,iendation 
amounts to. The Arabs can no more be expected to respect the nominal "control" 
of the United Na.ti one over Jerusalem in the future than they have respected it 
heretofore. ihe world must still remember the outrage of the destruction of the 
pumping station at Latrun, which provided Jerusalem with water, at a time when 
that pumping station was officially under United Nations supervision ~dafter the 
4rabs had specifically agreed to the resumption of its operations under the so
called Truce; and only this morning the press carries news of the brutal assault 
upon a convoy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem under United Nations auspices by the 
Legionaires of the Trans-Jordan Legion, ~ich convoy was proceeding under the 
express agreement of the Arabs under the Truce. 

It is inconceivable that the Jews of Jert1salem and Israel will ever again 
consent to leave Jerusa.1.an in the midst of a hostile Arab sea. unconnected with· 
Israel and with no greater security for their lives and property than ,-,ould be 
involved in the nominal "control" of the United Nations. 

It is interesting to note the reasons given by Count Bernadotte for his 
devastating recommendations. He s~s in his report that "it cannot be ignored 



that the vast difference between now and last Nov~ber ( the time of the General 
Assembly Resolution) is that a war has been start~d ru1d stopped and tho.t, in the 
intervening months, decisive events have occurred." But this war was unquestion
ably started by the Arab States surrounding Palestine, six of whom are members 
of the United Nations, in open and proclaimed defiance of the Uii ted Uations 
and its Resolution. If this war haa now been stopped to any extent, it has been 
by Je,dsh valor and heroism, and not by anything that the Mediator or the United 
Nations have done. The combined armies of the invading Arab States, llhom the 
United States, through its representative, he.s branded as aggressors in the 
Security Oow1cil of the 'thited Uations, have been throw back by the enbettled 
Jews and have, indeed, been saved from complete rout only by the verJ timely 
"Truce" which the Security Council imposed. on July 15, It seems nou, ho,-,ever, 
that either as a reward for their aggression or to compensate them for their 
tmexpected defeat, the State of Israel is to be dismembered and two-thirds of 
its territory e.nd practi caJ.J.y all its mineral weal th given to the ag::;l'essors. 
While the City of Jerusalm, with its overwhelmingly Jewish population ond great 
Jewish institutions, is to be tu1ned over to the mercies of its surrounding Arabs 
while under nominal United Nat ions "cont ro 111 • 

Count l3emadotte recommends t1lis trea.tment of Jerusalem because 11 of its 
religious and international sitn,ificance." But it had the same significbllce on 
June 27 of this year when he :proposed that Jerusalem should be turnetl over com
pletely to the Arab State of Trans-Jordan. He then ai>po.rently believed that its 
international significa.~ce sho~ld be forgotten in favor of the Arabs, It was 
only ,-.hen it become evident that the Jews would prevent the carrying out of his 
recommendation of June 27 by force of arms that the present, new recommendation 
was advmiced. But it amounts in effect to the same thing as the old recommenda
tion, and the Jews are d.oubtless rea~ to defend themsel~res against it, too, by 
force of arms. 

9/23/48 
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~MERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
3'42 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Cha.in1en of Local Toiergency Comrni ttees Date October 27, 19~8 

Harry L. Sha:pi ro 

The enclosed uress release issnC"d tollay 1,y the Am<:>ri~an Zionist :Eine1\;ency 
Council eYpresses the 6 rn.titude of onr movement to P::esident T~;1 on ond 
Governor Dewey for their re~ent staterne'l'li.s rc'l::fi11t1.i'1 0 the platfonns of t~1eir 
parties with respect to Israel. 

i·Te are serJ.ding you he1·e,.Jith the full text of both de0larat:i.onn,l Governor Dewey 
isnued his statement on Fridoy, October 22 in ~he fo:,n of n letter to l'e21l 
Alfro1ge, chair.:.1-m of tie 1'.Jne1·icW1 Chri..,tian Palestine Comm.'i.ttee of i7eu York. 

The exchan6 e of lette:'s bet .reen Governor DmreJ -;nd :.Tr~ Alf:- n6e follo ·s : 

Hon~ Thomas E. De\·:ey 
Governor of the State of ,fc;·: York 
J lbany, New York 

Dear Goven10r: 

October :o , 1948 

As Chai1man of the .America Ch ristirn P~l<'sV ne Coruni ttee of 
U ew York, I have beer: r,·ro.vcl v co cm:1ie,1 •rl th tho f i.lS t--movin0 
events which coacem the fn.te of tho St r.t c of Isr'lel and the 
stability of the J) e,1.ce of the fic.1dln Et:H' t ~ 

I recall that in Septe11ber, 1047 yon up1) roven t.h ·~ m&jority 
report of the lnitcd r atioi~s Speci nl Com11ittce ···lti ch recom
mended a partition of Pr.le~tir e. il.is re1 ort ,-r-1.r r.d OJ) ted by 
t l-te resolution o::' the Tll{ .Acner111)J.;y 011 ovembor ;1c , 19470 

In June, 1948 the RcpubJ.iccn P,: rty , c13~ e1i1hled in convention in 
Philadelphia, do!' ted th~ f ol 1.m·.r:i n ,,; pl:,t :..'o nn: " 'e weJ cone Israel 
into the ::amily of ncJ.tion s an t~ t .ikt, pride in tho f ~~c t that the 
Republican Party ,mn the fir :1 t to c~Jl for the r.tabllch111ent of a 
free and indepenc1 ent Jewir,h comMon· :e 1th. The V[' Cillation of t l e 
Democratic Pa::ty on thls • e:~tLm 1 n nralA 1inc1:l the -pres ti :;e of 
the United J ationr . Su. ject to tho letter and r.pl ri t of tl1 1]7 
Charter we pledge to Isroel 1Pll reno~ ition, w·'th its boundnrier.: 
as sanctioned by the UH antl ail in clevcJ o1>int; its ocouomy-o 11 

At this mor.1en t \1hcn the f 'lte of Is l'ael is at sta}:e, the rc ciffi nno..• 
tion of your endo rsu~e:.J. t of the Re1H1.blican Pnrtyt s plgtfo1m plccl.:;e 
in respect to I sr< el wo 1lu be most reur,snrin1.., " 

Sincere] :, yonrs , 

Dean • lf un re , Chai rmDn 
.. ~ericun Christian Pales~ine Committee 

of Fe,,, Yo1·k 
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Hon·. Detm AJ.f ange, Chairman 
.Ame:~ionn Chri.stian Palestine 
9 East 40 Street 
Uew York, M • Y. 

Dear De[Jl'l: 

- 2 -

1948 

I hnve your letter of October 20 and I want to nssnre yon thc.t I, 
too, have been dee-ply disturbed by the even ts in Pale"" tine. .till 
you lrnat·', I have al·.-·ays felt the Jewish :1eo:rle are entitled to a 
homeland in PD-le£tine uhich would be ~')oli tically and economicolJy 
stable" My vi e1·rs have been clearly e:::prl1ss od over the years ond 
I did, indeed, :ipprove the majority report of the United Nations 
Special Committee which recommenr.ecl partition of Pules tine. 

In m~r acceptar-ce speech at Phil:-:l.delphia I p1,eat;ed my whole-hearted 
support of the Republican platfonn and that certainly included tl1e 
Palestine plank. r;y position t oda;r i:: the same. 

The Jews nave brou~ht twentieth century civilization to Palestine. 
?hoy have sho\·,n that the Holy L0nd can be inc.:ustriou.s and abundnnt. 
Since the c renti on of Israel the J eui sh peo1)le have made great 
sacrifices fo:- their goal of independence and freedo:n. 

Orgnnizations such as the American Christian Palestine Committee 
of lie,.., York can eive great moral SUJi:oort to the people of Isrncl 
in attaining their objectives -- peuce and security in their 
hnrd-won homeland. To1..·ard that end I wish then every success. 

Sincerel~r, 

Th man E. Dewey 

--- --
The li_e,.- York_ -g'.e:-ald-T11:bt,n~ of Saturday. October 23 rej_Jorted ~vemor Dm,ey 1 s 
action as follo,·JS: 

DEWEY STANDS BY tm PLAN ON PALESTINE 

Dy I!urray Sn:rder 

Gove1nor Thomas E. Dm-,ey in effect repu.diated the Truman Adninis
tration1 s Palestine :policy yesterday. 

Without referrine dire~tl .. to the .Adm-t.nistration 1s indorsenent 
of the Dernadotto plc.,n to ta!re the Ne__;eb region a·11ey from Isrnel, 
the Governor said his own :position in st1J)J1ort of the original 
United Nations partition plan was unclrnnged. 

He reaffinned his "\t\-holehearted sn1;port" of the Rep,1bltcan 
rlatform rledge lant .. Tuno of "ful.1 reco~ition (to Israel) ,-rith 
its rooundari es flS sanctL.med by the United Na ti ons and aid in 
devoloping 1 ts eco11omy". 

He re called that he previously had approved the UlT partition 
rec,,mmend.nticms, and ranking Ropubli~ans, t-.•ho li.a.d soudit a 



- 3 -

reeffinnation of his position for its cain:paign value, said that in 
this statement of approval, is sued September 11, 1947, he said: 
11 It may be that certain adciustments will have to be made in the 
actual boundaries, but, on the face of it, the pa.rti tion reccnnende<.1 
seems a minimum for Je·wi fh need.s 11 ~ 

This major break betueen the Rep·1bltcan Presidential candidate and 
the Democrats on foreign policy ,:,-ras disclosed in an exchange of 
letters bet1,,:een Mr. Dewey and Dean Alfange, chai mian of the .Anerl cC1n 
Christian l?alestine Commi.ttee of 1Te-w York. The let~ers were re).ensed 
at Det•rey-Warren head<1uarters at the Hotel Hoosev-elt. 

It was regardea. as of partj.cular signi:icance becv.nse, if IIr4) D8 ,:, ;ey 
is elected on November 2, i:J.is policy is likely to snp~rsed.e the 
present policy of the Urd ted. States ,.-:hen the Genorel AsseL1bly be::;ins 
its postponed disc,.-i.ssion of the Pulestir .. e question.oo 

President Truman issuecl his sta~er:;.ent on Suud,c\t, October 24. The full text ~ 
follows: 

The Republican c0n<lid.ate for Presid«ilnt ha.s seen fit to release a 
staterr.ent with re:.':eronce to Pale~tine. This state,t1ent is in the 
fo1m of a letter dated October 22, 1~48, ten d~/s oefo~e the 
election. 

I had ho1)ed our foreign affairs cou.J.c1. con tini1e to be handled. on \ .__,,, 
a non!)artisfln basis uithout ·beine in~;ected into the Presidential 
campaign. The Re1,ublican candidri,te's statement, ho,,ever,; makes 
it necessary for me to reiterate my o·~in position t1ith respect to 
Palestine. 

I stand squarely on the provl stons cove :clng ! srael in the Der.:.o
cratic platfonn. 

I approved the provisions on Isr..1el a.t the time they were vrltten. 
I rea.ffinn that approval not.ro 

So that everyone m~y be familiar with my position, I set out hel~e 
the Democratic platfonn on Israel: 

"l?1~esident Trnr.1 an, by grentint; irn.rneuj, ~·te reco .:,I1ition to 
Israel, led the t!orlcJ. in exten.ain.:; fd.er.dshio and welcome 
to a people who have long s0 1.1{:i;h t end justly ·aoserve freed.om 
and indepeuaence. 

"We !)leds e full roco&l'li ti0n to the State of Israel. lle . 
affirm our J)ride th at the Urd.ted States, urider the J eac.er
ship of President T riiman 9 played a le r.i d: ns ro J. e in the 
adoption of the rn~oJ.ut:.o:i.i of 1:7o7ember 49, 1947, by the 
United N'0tions Genern.l J:.ssembly for tho creation of a, 

J et-:i sh Stateo 

"i'Te approve the cle,im of the State of I srae] to 'the 
boundaries set forth in the TJnit11d. N!..ti0ns' rc('.!olvt,i.on 
or November 29 ancl. consi.der that morl.lf:tca:t.ions the.teof 
should be made only if fully uocer)t a1le to the Sta~e of 
I srae.l. 
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"We look forward to the admission of the State of I srnel 
to the United iTations c:ir.d its full participation in the 
international comrrrunity of n a tions. ,·Te pledge appropriate 
aid to the StD..te of Israel in d.eveloping its economy and 
resources. 

"1·1e favor the revision of the arr.is embargo to accord to 
the State of Isr~el the ri eht of self-defense. We pledge 
ourselves to 1 10 rk for the modificetion of any re~olution 
of the United F ations to the extent that it moy prevent 
any such revi si on. 

11 1·Te continue to s1:.noort within the framework of the United 
Nations, the inter~~tionalization of J~rusalem and the 
protecti.on of the holy places in Palest5.ne." 

I ,1i sh to Dlilpllfy the three portions of the platfonn about ,-1hich 
there has bC>en consid.erable discussion. 

On May 14, 1948, this country recognized the existence of the i nde
pendent State of Israel. I was info:inecl by the Honorable Eliahu 
Epstein that a Provisional Gov'3 rnment h ::d been establi shed in I ore.el. 
This country recogni7,ed the Provisional Government us the cle facto 
authority of the neH State of Israel. lihen a pennanent Gove 1nr.1ent 
is elected in I sro.el it will promp tly be given de jur6 r e cognition. 

The :Oemocratic platfonn states tha,t ,.,,.e approve the claims of Isruel 
to the bounda ries set forth in the United l:ations resolution of 
Nov e1nber 29, 1947, and consider that modification thereof should be 
made only if f ully accept able to the State o:: I s rael. 

This has been and is now my posit-5 on. 

P1·oceedings are nou t ~ting })l a ce in the United Net ions locking tou2..rd 
m amicable settlement of' the conflicting positions of the parties in 
Palestine. In the interests of p eace t his work must go for,. rn.rd. 

A :plnn has be8n submitted ,-,hich provides a basis for a reneued effoi·t 
to bring a.bout a peaceful adjustment of differences. It is hoped that 
by usinb t l is plan as a basis of negoti r..tic,n, the conflicting cl2ims 
of the parties can be settled. 

With refe rcr ce t.o the granting of a lomi or loans to the State of 
Isra~l, I have directed the de:partments and ae encies of the executj_ve 
branch of our Government to work together in expcdi tinr, the considora.
tion of any apJ)lic c...tions for loans ,,hich rnay be submitted by the 
Sto.te of Israel. 

It is my horJe that such fi~iencial aid ,-,ill soon be eranted and that 
it wi.11 co11.tribute subst ~ntially to the long-tem development c."'ld 
stability of the Near East. 

--- -
,:'he Mew York TiYllos of October 25 reported the Preriident' s action 5.n the follo dng 
di spat oh: 



PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Asso,uted Orglllliz11tio#S 

Zionist O~gani~ti~n of ~~ri~ • Hadass~ • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
Untted Ziorusts-Revmorusts of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Acbdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE P.ELEASE 

.Al~ER!CAN ZIONIST :El!ERGENCY COUNCIL VOICES GRATITUDE 

FOR TRUMAfT ~TD DEWEY STATEMENTS ON ISRAEL 

... - - .. 

ZIONISTS LOOK FORWARD TO AC'l1I01J nr ACCORDANCE WITH DECLAP.ATI:ONS 

..... -- .. 
- The .American Zionist imergency Council, which SJ)eclcs 

for all Zionist organizations in the United States, today expressed its deep 

gratitude to both President Truman and Governor Dewey for their recent stcte

ments reaffinnin& the platfo:m1 of their parties with respect to Israel. 

The Council, ,-:hose chai 1,nan is Dr. Abba Hll lel Silver, declared that the 

11 timely action" of President Truman and Governor Dewey "at a moment '..rhen the 

subject of Palestine is pending before the Political Conmittee of the United 

Nations '.·rill indicate to the delegations there assembled that the .Americon 

people, regardless of political affiliation, through their leaders whole

heartedly and unitedly endorse the territorial integrity of Israel. It repre

sent s, indeed, Alnerican bi-partisan action on its highest level and places the 

question of Israel above dcmestic politics. 11 

The text of the Council's statement follows: 

"The American Zionist Emergency Council, which speaks for all major Zionist 

orgnnizations in the United States, is deeply grateful to both President Truman 

and Governor Dewey for their recent statements ree.ffinning the platfonns of their 

parties ,-,i th respect to Israel. 

(more) 
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11 Their timely action at a moment when the subject of Palestine is pending 

before the Poli ti cal Committee of the United Natio!ls 1:1ill i!1dicate to the c1ele

gations there aosembled that the Americen people, rega:·dless of poli ticr'l affi]:ta~

tion, throueh their leaders wholeheartedly and unitedly endorse the terri to riDl 

integrity of Israel. It represe~ ts, indeed, American bi-partisan action on its 

hi.ghest level and places the question of Israel o.bo,,re aornestic poll tics. 

"American policy on Israel no lon.~er remains in dou.bt" The world nou l:-no,1s 

where the .American peo-ple sto:.1d. We cnn con:cidcn tly eryect that all nppropriate 

assistance ,·rill be speedily rendered by our Govc1n1ricnt to Israel in the ::o n .1 of 

adequate economic aid, in accordance with the President 1 s r •uulic directive: that 

the .Ame1·icm1 dele6ati on will support before the United Nati()ns in Parts the ~ust 

claims of Israel to exist as a free nati'Jn, sDfe fro m oggres£ion; end tho.t no I 

modificL-.tion of its boundaries shalJ. be mnde wi tho,1.t the consent of the State of \ 

Israel-0 11 

.... 30 ....... 

:/1:327 - 10/27/48 

\ 
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In th~ cour~~ of S tember 1945, th re were r pea ed reports 

hat the British Cabinet ~as goine; to reject th, demand made by Presi

tl nt ru.~an in A1J.6ust for the i:nmedinte a~~is ion of 100,000 Jewish 

refugees to Palestine . Reports from \'a hington at the sa.."lle time indi

cated a growing uncertainty re a.rdin5 the attitude of the U.S. Govern

ment in the fa.ce of th British stand. S no.tor 'l8£ner as trying to 

arrange an appointment between President Truman and the Zionist leader 

but seem .d to ~eet ith no suoce s. British argw7evts r 0 ardin~ major 

political and rnilitary difficulties to be expected if the President' 

de:nan were granted , ee aed to ma. e ome im re s ion on the Pre.., id nt. 

Dr. leiz ann saw s~c Pt ry of State Byrnes in urope, but th~t ~eeti~ 

too was inconclusive. , 

"'~ 
On September 23 a cab e wn r .c i ed rom the Jewish ency .t.iX-

ec11tive in London confirming the r jection of the President's d ·mand by 

tr Bri is Jabinet and the ado tion by th CRbin t of a o L,y bnaed o 

the Whit aper. The c ble aid that he gravest vie \-:'0.9 t .. en by th 
• 

m mbe s of t C Exe...,utive of the itll.9tion and that only pubJi:~ actio 

in the nit d tate co~ d rhaps avert 

Upon r .cei~t of this information, evera_ teps w.re taken . he 

most i~porta t of thee ere the followin : 

A di son S ouare a n eetin5 wn held on Septemb r 30 . 

emergency conf rcnce was eld in \f shington on Octob r 4, in 

th cour e of which most member of Congres~ w•ro co t4cte~ by .th ir own 

~on titucnta. 

An ber of full-p ds w r P c din th res . 
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An open-air demonstration was held on Madison Square Park on October 

A Oongressional Resolution on Palestine was introduced on October 26 

by Senators Wagner and Taft. 

Governor Dewey and Mayor LaGuardia were the only non-Jewish speakers 

at the Madison Square Garden meeting on September 50. No spokesman for the 

Administration was present al.though every effort was JD4de to get one. 

Just before the Madison Square Garden meeting, an invitation was re

ceived by Drs. Silver and Wise to visit the President. The invitation came 

as a surprise, since ou~ efforts prior to the announcement of the mass meeting 

to arrange such an interview were unsuccessful. The interview itself, even 

though showing that the President was well disposed toward all efforts to 

solve the question of Jewish refugees, indicated that he still had some 

reservations regarding a Jewish State. 

In the course of October, it was learned that the British were suggesting 

to Washington the appointment of a joint Anglo-American Committee. A campaign 

of protest fol10Y1ed, indicating the danger of substituting an.other committee 

for speedy action. This campaign was continued after the publication on 

November 15 of a joint statement by both governments regarding the appointment 

of a committee and its terms of reference. Early in Dec~mber, when the 

personnel of the committee was appointed, it was found that its American group 

included three members favorable to the Jewish cause. 



THE STUDY 

RABBI JOSEPH H. LOOKSTEIN 

117 °125 •AST 85TH STREET 

NEW YORK 28. N. v. 

SACIIAM&NTO 2-2272 

Januar7 28, 1949 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
American Zionist Emergenc7 Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 171 N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

The convocation in celebration of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of my ministry at Kehilath 
Jeahurun waa an event that I aball remember all my 
life. It was rendered even more memorable by the 
kind and touching letter of greeting that you were 
good enough to send to the Chairman of 12:le Committee 
on Arrangements, Mr. Samuel LeVJ', and which waa 
recently ■hown ~o me. 

I want to thank you heartily tor the 
generoua sentiments that you expressed. In all 
humility permit me to aay that I •hall tr7 to prove 
deserving of these sentiment•• I am no leas 
gratetul to you tor your good wiahea and I pray 
that they who ble■aed me ma7 themaelve■ be bleaaed. 

Very cordially yours, 

JHL:im 



JSAAC E. MARCU~ON, 
1 n, Ga. EAST 105TH s-REET A D ANS 

CLEVELAND OHIO 
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