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PRESS RELEASE Constituent Organizations 

Zionist Organization of America 
Hadassah 

from AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue • New York 1 7, N. Y. 

MUrray HIii 2-1160 

Mizrachi Organization of America 
Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poole Zion 
Zionists-Revisionists of America 
Hashomer Hatzair 
United labor Zionist Party ~426 

FOR IMMEDI ATJ-1 R'EI,'EASE 

LIPSKY ASKS FOR U. S, 11 FAIR DEAL" FOR ISRAEL 

- --
ZIO IST CO CIL HEAD SAYS DISTURBING REFORTS CAIDmT BE DISMISSED 

WITH 11 EASY PiIRASES OF DIPLOMATIC LANGUAGE" 

- --
CALLS FOR ·n OF 11 .AMER!CAN ST.J-PPO T OF EFFORTS TO CONVERT 

I.EFEAT OF ARAB AGGID!SSION ! .i; TO POLITICAL VICTORYli 

New York, N. Y., Sept embe! 14 -- Mr. Lout s Lipsky, newly-elected chai :rnwn 

of the A~erican Zionist Council, today voic od tne deep concern of Am r:can 

Zionist over the many dist · rbing reports that the United. States Gov ernment is 

11now pressing for solution to certain aspects of the problem of the 4iddle 

East which we are bound to regard as hostile to tho basic interest s of Israel." 

He added that thes reports cannot be diPmissed "with the easy phrase s of 

di ;; lomatic 1 nguRge. 11 

Th Zioni nt leader culled for a ''Fair Deal'; attitude by Presidont Truman 

townrds Isro.cl. SJ)ecj_ficolly , he called for "an end to American support of 

efforto to convert the d.efent of Arab aggression into a poll ti col victory at 

the CXJ.H:.n""e of the peo1)le and the State of I r,ra0l. 11 

d r. Li'pc,Ky al so r olled for an end to all "overt or covert pressures" 

on Israel to cede parts of its territory to Arab 3tates, and urged the United 

States not to support any policy which would call upon Ieraol 11 to absorb 

(more) 
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impossible numbers of Arab refugnes who fled Falesttne at tl1P. behest of Arab 

war lea de.rs. 11 

Requesting th at assnrances be gi ,,en b~r our GovP-1n11ent tha t 11h enceforth 

Israel will be penni.tted to develo-p j_n :reuce 2nd s~~urity, 11 he c t,ll t: J. f or active 

h1ertcan s ~port for the ini tietion of dirrJt neGotiations be t wnen Is r ael a~d 

the Arab st8te ~, loolrin.:; ~uward fin <J.l p ea (~e Ro t tl fr1ent s. 

The :fnll text of Mr. 1.Ji-ps:.:y-i ~ st['lternr.D t .fr,11011:s: 

"I ha.ve accept eel the chai nnanshlp of t he A.neric l n Zio 1~. st Connell as an 

opportunity to se;ove the Zionist cause in a d.lfficnlt ti.me. It was the Council, 

under the exci. ting chatrma.uship of Dr. Abba. Hillf'l Silver, whi.ch led i.n mobiliz­

ir.i.g .American public opinion in sn11port of the Zionist movr rn 'mt and helred to 

pave the way for the establishment of the State of Israel. 

"There is an urgent need for co11tinu.ine the work of t .1e Cou cil \o:ith 

greater vigor and devotion than ever before. Israel has a long way to go to 

reach its goal of security and -peace, Many of it s enemies aro still unreconciled 

to the new situation created 'by decl ~io . s of the Uni. ted Nation st There are 

difficult days ahead. ~1he true friends of Israel will h&ve to stand by its 

side in the coming dnys of trial and stl'l.luf;ie. Jews and Cl ri r, ti ::ms will be 

called upon to unite in support of the her-:ic efforts of the peOJ>lo of Israel 

to maintein their freed.om nnd, at the s am e ti.me, to provide:. homc~s f0r the tens 

of thousands of Jews who are findin;; their \\·ay bnck to the Je,.-, i sh l nnd~ 

11 Grati tude to President Truman and the Aroorican Co·.1grP. s:; ha" been 

expressed by the .American Zionist Council on a number of occa, lons for the 

part they have played in launching the Sta te of Is: el~ Disturbine reports 

have come from many sources, however, that the United States Gov· c r 1ment is now 

:pressing for a solution to certain aspects of the problem of the Mi ddl(' East 

which we are bound to regard as hostile to thE' nsic inter sts of I ,; r Rcl. These 

reports cannot be dismist".ied, and our anxiety relieved, with the eesy J)hrases of 

diplomatic language. 
(mo re) 
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"The Co ,ncil is deeply int1.'r'3steci. in knowin =' '"!hether President Trunon 1 n 

'Fair Deal' ettitude is intended to includ~ the State of Ie ... 1el If so, this 

calls for an end to American supi;iort of Afforts to co vert the defeat of Arab 

aggression intc a political Vll~tory at the expenr;e of the peor>le and the State 

of Isrnel. It calls for an end to all overt or covert presrmres on Israel to 

cede parts of its territory to Arab st&tes and to absorb imponfible numbers of 

Arab refug8es who fl'1d Falestine at the behC'st of Arab war lee.ders . On thf' 

other hand. it calls for active American c-11pport for the immediate ini ti.a ti on 

of direct negotiations between Isruel &nd the Arab states looking toward a 

final peace settlement . 

11 It cannot be overlooked that overy di scnssion between Great Britain and 

the Unit ,d States with re -ard t 0 Pale ·ti n has p.cod~ced schemes to further 

G1eat Powf'r interests at the e:xrense of Isrt.el. If, as most recent r ports 

indicate , the current discussi nr bftween Gr at Britain and the United States 

are to include the reconnidcration of strate(_, \c defense plans in the Middle 

East. it is our duty as Americans and as Je\fr. to a.k tha.t as~urances be Biven 

by our Government thet henceforth Israel will be. t>Elrmitted to devPlop in poace 

an security in the territory it has won by dec1..'3lon of the United Nations and 

by the blood of its heroic defenders . " 

--30--
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST Sept eJ11ber 29, 1949 

PREPARE FOij_THE _EI.fJmGElJCY 

To the Local Committees 
of the .A1,1ERICAU ZIOJ:TIST COIBiCIL: - 3 

The best opinion ~1ere is that the following questions, vital to Israel 

and its future security, may come up at the current sesnion of tho United 

Nations General Asse1i1bly. I 31n listing them in the order of their probable 
occurre!lce: 

First, Severa.~ce of Jerusalem from Israel and its establishment under 
Alien Rulo: 

Second, Tho Q;uestio~ of .Arab refugees; 

Third, The Propoaru. to .Amputate the 1-eecv from the State of Israel. 

It is said on good authority that t l .o Uni t od ~tntos seeks a postp9no­

ment of the introduction of the J erusal em.probl em before the General .Assembly 

until after the Uovember elections. The Government• s pnrpose is obvious. 
It seeks to avoid political embarrassmento T.h.er 1.:!.. i.a na......x.e.nsan, however• ~ 

it flhnuld no..t......lle._omharrass0d on an i sm1e._sa vi t ::il..luL.ll.S ..and._ to which j t bas 
am>arentlY...Jll.Yilll its prior ~pproval • 

The question of Arab refugees will not con e. up until the Clapp Commis­

sion returns from the 1:tiddlc East with a sp ecial report 011 the economic and 

agricultural dcvelogment of that pa.rt of the world. 

Concerning the dtsmen1b erment of the Uegev -- Y-1hich both 
the United States and Great Bri t ri in have been steadily pursuing 

through backdoor diplom tic pressur e t ese past six months -- it 

snem~ likely that a deal cou l d be struck on . the first two issues 
if Israel VIould give its consent to an appreciable loss of tcr• 
ritory in the Negev - which it will not do. 

In eeneral, these are the subjects relevan~ to !srael which will come 

under the purview of the UH body.. rt is expected that the General Assembly 

will rem~in in session nntil the end of this yeal'. Mo d~ci sion on the above 

issues are anticipated during October: they may be reached in Uovember and 

December. These months may be the vital ones for Israel. 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Badaaeah, Women'• Zionist Organization of America • Baabomer Batzair • Labor Zionist Organization of America,Poale Zion 

Mizrachi Organization of America • United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut ATodah,Poale Zion) • Zionl1t Organization of America 

fft Zioni1ta-Reridoniata of America 
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The pressure of .lkLemercency situation di~tates the naty_:r:e of_Qur work 
during the weeks and months aheaq. American public opinion must be ·troused 
and effectively organized throughout the country to the a11d. that the State De­
partme~t and the Administration will desist from their att empts to deprive 
Israel of Jerusalem and reduce Israel to an uJ1vinble entity. 

The role of the COUUCIL during the current session of the G~eral Assembly 
is self-evident. Ue must fight the battle for Jerusalem and ~he 1Se6ov in the 
news-papers, on the air, in the magazines, on the lecture platforms. We dare not 
lose the battle ahead of us. The consequences are too costly. 

• • • 
THEREFORE& Organize for the emergency& FolloTT the instructions con­

tained in my lotter of September 15th\ 

Call together representatives of all local groups affiliated w:i th your 
Committee; review the political situation affecting Israel in the light of the 
communications that have been addl'esued to you; uiscuss your otvn public rela ions 
program relative to the form of emergency action your community should adopt; 
and if you have not. done so already • . elegt ~ur officers ~...au:P .. Q .. tnt the cha.1.rmen 
of your committees. 

If the Chairmen of your Public Relations and Press Committees are already 
appointed, have them get into action at once. Send their naroen and addresses to 
JEROME UUGER, F.JCECUTIVE DIRECTOR, as soon as possible. 

The period of the emergency will continue from now until the end of the 
year. 13ut action should begin at once. Your fir~t duty is to Help Save Jerusale~ 
for Israel. 

LL:SR 
Encs, 

With Zion's greetings, 

v 
Louis Lipsky 
Chairman 

P.s. To keep you informed on the lntest develoJ>ments of the Jerusalem issue, we 
are e..11closing 1) excerpts from an ad.dress by Aubrey s. Eban to the United Hat ions 
General Assembly on this subject; and 2) two recent articles from the J.T.A. News. 



. . 
Exeerpts from an Address by .Aubrey S. Eb<m, .l.erneli Representativt to thE' 

Uni tpd Nations, before t:rn ·lene-r~l.}dse1i1'bly on S8J2tember 26. 1949 

"We regard the Jerusalem probl:m as compo~ed of two elements. First: there 
is the responsibility of the United Nci~1 un~ fol' ensuring that Holy Places and sites 
are reverently preserved and that religiuu.s ins ti. tutions ~re assured full liberty 
in the exercise of their flL'1Ct!.'Jns. The 0ther pnrpose, no less valid, and for the 
Government of Israel not one whit lees compelling, is the need to assure the Je~dsh 
population of the city the full enjoyment of its dem0cratic political rights in 
association with the only government to wh:tch it is now prepared to offer its 
allegiance. 

"We see no incomnati bi li~ l:>etw~P-n thes.~j;wo nu:rr.,o ~~- Co 1fli ct can arise 
only if there is an unjustified encroachment by one upon the other. Thus, if the 
political aspirations of Israel and of Jerusctlem 1 s-populati:)n were car1'ied to the 
point of repudiating the concern of the United Nations for the safeguarding of 
Holy Places and sites there might be an encro( chrnent upon a universal religious 
interest. No such eventuality will t<;Ute plac~. On the other hand, if the United 
Nations were to impose upon the "l')Opulation of Je1·usalem any burden or deprivation 
not strictly related to the satisfaction or' universal religious interests. an 
encroachment would talce place upon cherished political freedom. 

"It would be a disservice to realistic inve~tigation to ignore the exact 
relationship existing between the Jews of t.Terusalem and the State of Israel at 
this time. The situation may be briefly describea. When a lnw is promulgated in 
Israel, the Je1,1s of Jeri1salem obey it. w'hen a tax is levied in Israel, the Jews 
of Jerusalem ~ey it. When the parliamentary ins itutions of Israel are elected, 
the Jews of Jerusalem help to elect them and :participate in their operation. When 
civil or criminal litigation arises ln Jerusalem, it is to the courts of Israel 
alcn e that the Je,~s of Jerusalem take their cas e. The coinage and stamps of Jewish 
Jerusalem are the coinage and stamps of I~rBel~ The slowly reviving economy of 
Jerusalem is sustained and nourished from the State of I sraele The language and 
religion, the cultural sentiment and national allegiance of the Jews of Jerusalem 
are those which they hold in com mon with the State of Israel and its peo le. 

11 There is thus no link uni ting a ci ti. en of Faris to th e Republic of ]'ranee; 
there is no bond net een a citizen of London and the United Kingdom whj ch does not 
exist at this time ·between a Jew in Jerusalem and the State of I sraf'l~ For in 
modern society no man, however conscious of civic pride, feel~ compJetcly in the 
limits of a purely municipal allegiance; he mnst reach out to identify himself 
with a wider political and social culture. In t1 is rer sect, too, the J e~-,1 sh 
citizens of Jerusalem are as those of all othor cities. 

"Yet there is one particular aspect in which the link between Jewish Jerusalem 
and the State of I srcJE'l ha .;, an al toget rnr special strength.. In 1947 the Uni. ted 
Nations, having undertcl<:en full responsibility·, both for the religious and secular 
life of Jerusalem, declined to carry out any responBibility for either one of the 
two. Jerus;,lem fell into siege and famine. • Its povulation underwent a martyrdom 
unknown in post-biblical times, \,hi e the intema lonal community looked ,on help­
less, and ir.ert. Men, ,, omen and chi ldr~n fell by the hundreds, both in the city' 
defence, and in its relief. At cr:tical m ments both its wf.lter and foc.,d supplies 
were cut off with no hope of replenishment .. If this s:tuation had endured for but 
a matter of days, there 1Nould hav overtaken eve~ living Jew in Jeru"'alem an 
annihilation more total and complete than the most effective ond devastating bom­
bardment can ever inflict. Salvation CAme from one quarter al one. The S ate of 
Israel, struggling against dire odds for ver✓ survival itself, girded all its 
strength to throw a lifeline to the beleagured. city, reeopening its commmdcati on 
and saving it from dreadful strangulation. Every mnn. woman. and ch:t ld in Jewish 
Jerusnlem today C&."'l thus ascribe th~ fact of ni u.!'.!1-sicel survival directly and 
concretely to the State of Israel end its r_o·emmE'nt 11 

• • • 



J .T.A. NEWS 

CARDLJ.AL SPELLMAN MUM ON Rll>ORT HE ASKED TRUMAU 
FOR INTERN.ATIONAI.,IZATION OF ,TERUSALEM 

9/2?/49 

NEW YOBK, Sept. 26. (JTA) -- A spokesman for Francis Cardinal Spellmnn 

today refused to comment on a re~ort that the Cardinal had interceded with 

President Truman to have the city of Jerusalem internationalized. 

The report, which emanated from Montreal, quoted the Rev. Raphael Quinn, 

secretary of the Roman Catholic Custodian of Holy Places, as the authority for 

the fact that Cardinal Spellman had interceded with President Truman. Father 

Q,uinn was also quoted as having charged that elements of the Isrnel forces were 

"wholly responsible for the defamation, bombing and destruction of many Holy 

Places" within Jerusalem. 

He added that the Isreel Ministry of Religion has disclai~ed responsibility 

for these acts and "we are still wi tho11t compensation or future assurance of 

safety. 11 Father ~uinn said the Arabs have alwBys rerpected the Holy Places and 

called King Abdullah of Transjord~ a 11 great and good friend of the Frrncis~an 

Order. 11 

A report from Rome yesterday said that the Catholic Church would not be 

satisfied with any solution less than intemationlllization of Jerus~lem and 

the Holy Places in Palestine. The report emant-1te~ from ~uotidiano, orban of 

the Catholic Action Farty in Italy, P.nd one of the publications throueJ1 't:hich 

the Vaticon releases semi-official material. 

INT~BNA'I·IOlALIZNl'IOH OF JEP.US.AL]M ASKED :BY 
APOS!QJJI C REPJ1!SEN~ATIVE I CA~ADA 

MONTRF..AL, Sept. 26. (JTA) -- Demand for the internationali zatlon of 

Jerusalem "in the name of four hundred million C~tholics" was voiced here by 

the Apostolic Re-presentative to Canada, Monsel~or Antoniuti who came from 

Ottawa to address a Montreal gathering. 

The Papal Nuncio said that Ch1-istirins must not 1·emaln indifferent to such 

a "scandalous situation'' -where soldiers are a.gal n mnking merry at the II foot 

of the Crucifix" and cdded that 11 four hundred million Catholics and millions 

of other Christians demand from all interested powers thnt justice be done in 

Palestine to the rights of the Christian WO)'ld and that in the birthplace of 

Christ be guaranteed the peace which He sou{;h t to brin~ to this world. 11 
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AMERICAN ZIONI UNCIL 

342 MADISON A VENUE • TELEPHONE MUR.R.AY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Addre11: AMZIONIST 

NO.? 

October 17, 1949 

To the Loc~l Com~ittees 
of the AMERICAN z101:IST COUNCIL: 

In order that ,1/011 may be guided in the plnnning of mass meetings 
in your community during the -period October 30 to Novf'm·oer 6, as out­
lined in our direct· ve No. 6 of October 11, 1949, I am sending yo 1 the 
following enclosures: 

) E. ·cellent bac1-ground material on Jerusalem for speakers, radio, 
and press. Please use it to its best advnntage remembering 
tha t we 11rish the AMEFlCAN DELEGATIO ! 1rO T,IE U~N. TO FAVOR THE 
CC ~MOl~ S:El~SE SOLUTION OF TIIE JERUSA!,EM PROBLEM AS ADVOCATED 
BY THE ISRAELI DJil,EGATIGi • 

b) Three model rc~olutions to g_1,ide your mPeting in adopting a 
resolution to be conveyed to I ·residPn t Truman and, \;herever 
possible, in nerson to your local Congres~men and Senators 
(who \aiill be in their home districts at the close of Congress 
which is expected shortly), 

c) An article which appeared in the October 13 i sue of the 
New York Time~, pointing up the need for the kind of action 
we are requesting. 

If you have not done so, please return the postal card ~ent to you 
on October 11, giving us ,1 preliminary report on your meeting plans. At 
the completion of yo.tr m[iSS meeting, send us a full report on it, enclos­
ing a copy of the resolution adopted and any action taken. 

May I also urge you once again, if you have not done so already, to 
send us the names of the officers and sub-cornmi ttees of your reorganized 
local committees. I cannot ern~hasize too strongly how important it is -­
during this crucial period -- to have local committees ready and at work. 

With Zion's greetings, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

\~ ' u j /\. a/." r, -'? Lcr I• ·~•JL., .I r k- ~-
JU: MB Jt\Jorrre Ung r (: 
Encs. Executive Director ; 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Bada11a?9 Women'~ Zionist Or.ganization of America • Bashomer Batsair • Labor Zionist Organisation of America-Poale Zion 
Misrachi Organisation of America • United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioni1t Organisation of America 

8 Zionilt1-Revi1ioni1t1 of America 
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ltlS0LUTI0lt -

~BEAS, Israel, having won 1 ts war of independence, haa now taken l ts 
ri~tful place as a free and independent state among the nations of the world 
and as a member of the commwitty of nations -- the United Nations organization; 
and 

WHEREAS, American Jewry, which has substantially aided in the fulfillment 
of the Zionist ideal, is eternally grateful to the United States Government for 
the leading role it pla,yed in the effectua.ti on of PAlestine I s partition and in 
the subsequent admission of Israel to the United Nations organization; and 

WHEREAS, the security of Israel ie now being threatened, this time by the 
United Nations Conciliation Commission's plan to sever Jerusalem from Israel, a 
plan which would place all of the Holy City within a 60-square-mile enclave 
under the "full and permanent authori ty11 of the United Nations; and 

WHEREAS, the Jews of Jerusalem, having underg-one the most extreme suffe~ 
ing during the war 11.·hen their city was under siege and in difficult strsi ts, 
are now being called upon to surrender their city to an alien supervision; and 

WHEBEA.S, the siege of Jerusalem was lifted, not by a United Nations truce, 
but by the military strength of Israel \I.ho, though sorely preErSed for its own 
survival sill'lmoned all o:f its resources to relieve stricken Jerusalem and save 
it from strangulation; mid 

WHEREAS, the City of Jerunalem is -predominantly Jewish in po-pulat.ion 
(comprising approximately 90 percent of its total inhabitants), in art, culture, 
educational and medical insti t.utions, commerce, tracie and industey. 

WHEREAS, for three thousand years the Jewish peo·ole have looked upon 
Jerusalem with special reverence, regarding it as the spiritual center of the 
J ewi~h religion. 

THEBEFOR'E ~E IT RESOLVED, tlu-1t \o1e, 1~epresenting the __________ _ 
do hereby call upon the United States Government to repudiate the impractical 
snd unjust plan of Uni tee Nations Palestine Conciliation Commission ~hich would 
cut off Jerusalem, the City of Zion, from Israel. 

AND 13E IT FURTHER BESOLVED that \tlhile we are mindful of the intemational 
character of the Christian shrines and Holy Places in Jerusalem we would recom­
mend that only these sites -- and no mo1'e -- be placed under tho supe:rvivison 
of the United Nations. 

AND :BE IT FI ·TALLY RESOLVED that coT:-ie~ of this resolution be sent to 
President Ilarry S. Trur.ion and be brought to the personal attention of 
Cong1·essman. ___ ,,___~----------- ar.r.d United States Senators 

( nem e) 

(name) 
and·-------~~--------..-• 

(name) 



R~SOLUTtQ)IJ 

HAVING NOTED that the United States (),overnment was instrumental in the 
establishment of t srael and in the Je\o.1. sh State's subsequent admission to 
membership in the United Nation.s; 

HAVING NOTED the successful mili taey Aef~ae of their newborn State by 
the heroic inhabitants of Israel; 

HAVING NOTED that Jerusalem waa saved fro~ com·plete destruction by the 
Jewish defenders of that city and by the aesiate.~ce of the mil.1 tary forces 
of Israel, themselves hard-pressed in battle on other fronts; 

HAVING NOTED the historical connection of Jerusalem with the Jewish 
people for three thousand years; 

RA'v'ING NOTED that present-day Jerusnlem is pretlomina.ntly Jewish in 
population, culture, language, trade and industry; 

THE (name of organization) 
UNITED STA.rES: 

NOW REQ,UE~S THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

l. To recognize the poli tic c~l status of the Government of I srr el in 
Jerusalen and to limit the role of the United Ni-. tions in that city 
to the safegnardinG of the genera.lly-recogni zed Holy Places in 
accord&nce with agreements which could be entered into between the 
United Natinns and the Gove:1:nment of Israel on the one hand, nnd 
the United Nations and the competent .A.rab Governments on the other; 

2. To refrain from suptiortlng any mave, from wl att>,ver source, which 
would imposo any alteration of the present bo mdaries of Israel as 
fixed by the series of armistice agreements entered into by the 
Government of Isrcel with the adjoining Arab States under the 
auspices of the United lat ions. 

THE (n2,!Yle or _prra..ri~et!on)_has instructed its officers to forward 
conieri of this resolution to the President of the TJnitel States and to 
(nnmes of Cong-reer:.-man and rr, S, Senators) .• 

I 



R E S O L U T I O N S ---

We, as Americane and as Je,rf, members of the Jewish community of 

Anveal to Harry S. Truman, as President of the United State~, to 

lend the weight of his influence in the Unit ed Nations to en~ure a solution 

of the problem of Jeru~alem tha t shall be both equitable and practical. 

We submit that for two thousand years the Je,,ish people in their 

Dispersion have r, rayed for their return to Jeru selem, \Ahich is et e rnally 

linked i. th the restoration of Zion. 

We urge the rejection of the plan submitted by the UN Palestine 

Conciliation Comr1ission to have Jerus alem and its environs placed under 

an international admintstrntion on the ground th (-t t he plan is both 

impractical und unjust; and t,,rould deprive its population of th ir civil, 

political and economic ri cht!1 as an integrvl part of the Sta t e of Israel. 

We are confident that a covenant can be eatered into with the StE1te 

of Israel for the protection of the Holy Pl aces wi hout lmp,:, iring riny of 

the rights of the peo .le of Jeru. al€m. 



From NEW YORK TIMES 
October 13, 1949 

U.S., BRITAIN FIF.M ABOUT ..,,.ERUSAl]M 

Will Oprose Effort by Israel . to Inc:9..morate New~y -­
Solution Held Far Off 

By Sam Pope Brewer 

Lake SuccE"ss, Oct. 12 -- The United Skit es and Bri toin plnn to o ose 
any effort to incorpo rnte the Ne•,·1 City of Je~,usaleri into the State of 
I~rael, spokesmen fo.1· tl eir delegations to the UI"itrid Nations General 
Assembly indicated here todey. 

Both countrir-s, thP. srokP-smen s£,id, sup-ported the United Nations Con­
ciliation Comrnission 1s plan to divide the city into Israeli and Arab zones 
but to keep the ,..,t~ole area, including :Bethlehem, under intemati onnl rule. 

A United St'ltes spokesli1an said that his celega.tton would not insist 
on ritdd adherence to the plan us it now stands but bell eved that it must 
sticK to its bPsic prin iples. 

Recently there have been rwuor,c thnt the United StntPs and Br1. tain 
were comin~ around to the vi~w that it ~ould be morP p~actic~l to ~llow 
Israel to take ovf>r the pa:t"t of the ctty ponulated y Je ·s. 1rhis ha heen 
deni.c1 by the re})res n~r>ti re of 't:oth ountries here~ Wtth !.. rt el deter­
mined to take over that ser;ti n of the Holy City end the Arabs eaually 
determined to oppo3e the step, nrospects for ~nearly ands· cces~ful 
settlement are not br:l~ht. 

In the Gene f'l A~ ,embly the Pnlcstin.e question is not e=•11e~ted to 
come up even in cornwictee for a month. It ir; on the a.G ~1l a of the 
Politictl Conmittee tut has been crowded into the baQ:gr~und by other 
l terns • 

. Ho ·ever , the Concili ,~ti0n Com'Tli?sio"l on Fale-stine, ,_.,hich ha been 
meeting in Laus '1ne, St,•itzPrlnn , is mo\ii ,. here:i anc. ,ill be .,.in meetings 
next wee'k. to be re ,dy to report o the A .. nem'hl.f \-:hon recr ired • 

• 
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MEMORANDUM ON JERUSAL»i 
October, 1949 

(This material is being distributed by the American Zionist Council as a 

source of rPference and background on the Jerusalem problem.) 

The United Nations Palestine Conciliation Commission has presented to the 

General Assembly a draft instrument establishing a permanent international 

regime fo~ the Jerusalem area. 

All will agree that the fundamental object of an international regime 

for Jerusalem is to safeguard the Holy Places which are sacred to Christianity, 

Islam and Judaism, and to ensure free access to them. The Commission wa~ 

instructed by the General Assembly to present detailed proposals which would 

attain that objective. 

In examining the instrument submitted by the Palestine Conciliation 

Commission, two questions arise: 

1. Is it faithful to its objectivel 

2. Is it practical? 

To safeguard the Holy Pl~ces it is necessary to establish an international 

regime whose duties and functions are concerned with the Holy Places. Such 

a p lan would respect the religious sentiments of all faiths. But the 

instrument drafted by the PCC provides for an international regime which 

would not only supervise the Holy Places, but would also intrude into the 

secular and nolitical life of the people residing in Jerusalem. Such a 

regime, encroaching on the rights, duties and responsibilities of the 

inhabitants themselves, could be established only with the consent of 

the parties directly concerned. Patently, such consent, involving the 

voluntary surrender of rights won at great sacrrifice, would not be forth­

coming. 

By proposing the impossible, the Commission has thus defeated its 

objective; but it has rendered a useful service, for an analysis of the 

draft instrument reveals the impossibility of devising an international 
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government, uperimposcd upon a population, without regard for ito own 

problems and legitimate interests. 

When one contras to the theoretical blueprint of the Commis3ion with t o 

realities of life in Jerusalem itself, one must conclude that lf t.he united 

Nationo wishco to safeguard the Holy Places, it should do p!"ecl:rely that. 

To go beyond is to venture into the realms of futility and failure. 

It is no intended to analyze the draft instrument ind tajl, for a 

plan that is fundamentally and basically unacceptable to the people who~c 

con,...ent :is a condition precedent to its peaeeful implementatio cannot be 

s~ved by patchwork rovioion. In thio connection, it is of interest to 

note that he peoples directly ~oncerned were never shown the draft 

inotrumcnt or acquainted with its broad outlines or rrovisions. It io 

curi us t.ha t an undertaking where consent is oo essential an element 

to success, th re was no consultation of any kind. Yet in anotl'i..er senno, 

th~ procedure is not ourprising, for it is in ke~ ing with the character 

of the plan i self. Tho pla.n does not consult the int eres of t.ho people. 

It ignoreo th m~ Indeed, it does them injury. 

The propo" ed draft i.s una~ccpt blo ~~cau~e: 

• It i. dAtached from the realttie3 of life in Teruse.lem. 

2. It violateG fundamental princ1.pleo of the United N ti.ons. 

,. It oreo all aot experience. 

h. I t im OJ s e.n mpt1ooiblc burden on the United Nations it elf. 

I• IT IS DETACHED FROM THE RE.ALITIES OF LIFE IN JER SALEM 

'flL Cone liation Commi ai on r :1 plan wao draf ed at.1 though in a va<.;uum. 

Its cm~ to t ca Jerunalem aG some devitali~ed antiquity inhauited by a 

pon 1a , on entirely devoid of national, communal and cultural sentiment. 

The 01. ty of Jerucalem ·, no mu:.eum. It must not be regarded as relic 

to b wra:pp d nwa:x. It is a living city. It is conscious of its rich 

h o"".orl~ &i.rl rol1gio1J t-.1.·t:1'11-i. on, but at, the oamc t1.me it ie a modern city .. 
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It 1ook-o with keon inte r el"!t to the futur c and the welfare of i. t" pco,)le . 

rh~ people of Jerusalem arc devoted to their City . They have a movt 

devout reverence for its histo~J and sanctity . This reverence is cntlrcly 

compatible with the mn.intcnanc c of normal every-day s ~cular life . Like 

c7ery other intelligen people, they want to elect their own government 

officials, decide how much they wi_ll pay in taxes, control the cx-

pendit res of their governme t's revenues. They dco re elf-determination 

an ind vpcndcncc in as~ociation with their own people. Of this they 

gave cloar ~id~n .Pwithin th laot two years when they fought for thPir 

freedom and won it at great cost of life . 

Under the proposed draft, the peoples of Jerusalem would be denied 

clf-determ1.m3 t.ion. Dec:S sive powero would be vested in external agencien 

outsi e the r control . Jcruno.lcm would be divid d into two zomrn . B1 t 

neither the Arab nor the Jewish zone woul~ he integrated with the con­

tig11ous Arab 8nd Jewish states. They would b ceparate 1,onc3. People 

of each zone are euphemis ico.lly referred to as "r siden o. 11 Apparently 

tl:ey flrc o be citizenn of no state . 1J.1hey Arc to bear allegiance to no 

national authority . in short, they nr to be stateless . 

Int.crLat-3 onalb~ t1 on ls not a con e t r a ily acce ta le to any 

P ople . M ny sent:1 ment o , pride in common hi tory and devotion to common 

d s iny, jv cont ent nnd mea.ni g to th concept of nationPl alle nee . 

For ,he Je"o in Jcrii3alf)m this c ncept, ch riohcd for long gcn_crationo, 

ic 11 ,h mor pre ioun "lncc it rva only recently r ali1. d. Until 

com 18 monthc ago , moot of the c p ople were known ao di~plac d per~ona, 

r f · con, ct,atel ... s . Many of them ,ore ho~cleso refugees in Europe , 

·11ffo tcd by r_e Na.zi" and net a.drift for fivo , ten, fi f teen yea.rs . Th 

cot lilt,. m ·nt of tho State of Israel nd the ... tout and s cccosful defense 

of ,Jeruna ·m :t .. f1d made 1t po~ ... 11.Jle for them to assert thci..-rr own nationality 
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Now to deny them this newly-won right, to render them statelecs onae again, 

would be a cruel blow which none would understand. But this would be 

more than a mere psychological disaster. Statelessness has physical, 

economic, juridical disabilitieo. The residents of these zones, citizena 

of no country, residents of no nationality, would ask themselves: To 

whom shall we turn for passports? Who will represent us in world com­

merce? Who will protect us from personal indignities abroad? Who will 

defend us from external aggression? Who will stand up as our spokesman 

in international councils, there to defend and advance our inierests, 

to assert our rights, to expreos our views, to make our proper con­

tribution to international affairs? It is a curious paradox that the 

proposal to internationalize the City removes its population from the 

international arena. Deprived of nationality, they would be unrepresented 

in the international forum. 

The Jews of Jerusalem are Israelis. They regard themselves as 

national~ of the new State. They consider the Jewish sections of 

Jerusalem to be an integral. part of that State. They could not be 

deprived of that citizenship without their consent. And in no condition 

would they give their consent. 

To sever modem Jeru3alem from t :1e State of Israel is a s 1rgical 

amputation critically injuring the health both of the City and the State. 

For the first time, the City no'-1 enjoY3 self-government and it is ound 

to develop far more rapidly in the future than it ruts done in the past. 

But his promise of growth and e~ ansion io clouded by the threat of 

denial of self-rule. Past experience amply justifies that fear. It 1s 

fortified by the explicit proviaions of the draft document, The de­

cisive vote of the proposed general council is to be cast by those whom 

tl~ p~oplc theru2elves no not elect. This council determines levies to 

.!. 
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be paid. Here 5.s ta."{B.tion wt thout representation - aggravated by the likelihood 

that one part of the City will be ·sked to subsidize the other at the expense of 

its own growth and deve~opment. 

The primary requisite of any- community 1 s growth -is people. On this oint 

the draft document proposes a curious strait jacket. Article 5 decla res the res­

ponGible authorities shall take no steps in matters of immigration which !!light 

alter the present demographic equilibri'UID of the area of Jerusalem. This is a 

bald - if unspoken - -oan on Jewish immigration into Jerusalem. This in itseJf is 

an evil proscription, reviving the "!Jitter memories of' the Palestine \f.ai te Paper 

of 1939 ,-rhich all but prohibited Jewish imnigra tion into Pal es tine an(l vrh ich s e t ir. 

motion the train of events th:,.t led finally to the end of the Mandate. The a.ll ­

c01:pelling incentive of the Jewish strt\;:'gle for independence in Isr['l.el \•ras ths 

univ-ersal demand of t he Je\d.sh people to open their country to Jewish immiura ~ion. 

11ow it is proposed that t.here be 2. limita tion on Je -r i sh immigration into Jerusa lem. 

Are cond.itions to be created which will compel J :s to organize 11 illeeal 11 Jewish 

immigration into Jerusalem? Will Jm,rs be driven to organize a new undergrotmd 

to carry on thn.t immigra tion. and to defend it? 

Moreover, it must be recognized that the ban falls with une q_uul weight, for 

the new international authority is not to attempt to control a population increa.se 

resulting from birth. The Arab birth rate in Po.le,..tine has a1'1ays ·oeen much 

higher that the Jewish birth r ate. In f ['..ct, t he rate of popula tion increase of 

the Arabs has been the hichest in the \·rorld. Obviously, a rule which limits 

Je :sh immieration but ignoren the natural Arab increar-:e will weight the demogrnphi 

equilibrium in favor of the Arab zone. 

Put bluntly, this clause asnorts in the name of the UN: "Ho Jews are ,. elcome 

here.n Such a pr cla.mation would not only crcc.te a most violent reaction inside 

Israel. It would be deeply resented by Jews all over the world. It, would be 

welcomed only by thoae who prce,ch racial and religious a.i crimination. 
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II. IT VIOLATES FU1Ul,U-1Elf'l!AL PRIUCIPLES OF THE un 

It does not require detailed d.iacussion to conclude that the proposed draft 

is inconsistent with the purposes and principles of the UN Charter. The proposal 

to denationalize in the name of internationalization is objectionable not merely 

bacause injury is done to a people. It is objectionable because violence is done 

to fundamental principles. There is some irony in that Article 7 of the propos0d 

document calls upon the local authorities of the Arab and Jewish zones to ensure 

human rights and fundamental freedoms •. :But such rights and freedoms which have 

been acquired by the people of Jerusalem and which are now being exercised by tilem 

are to be abrogated by this vaey aa.me doe\UD~nt. 

Article 1 of them~ Charter affirras the principle of equal rights and self­

determination and declarea it to be the purpose of the United· Nations to promote 

and encourage respect for human rights and ~mdamental freedoms. The obligatio 

of the United Hations to assist peoples toward self~government and independence is 

clearly expressed in Article 75 of the Charter. Howhere is the United Uations or 

eny of its orga.~s empowered to help people to non-self-government or to assist in 

the establishment of non-self-governing territories. 

For the United lTa +,ions to embark on such a progrrun would be to retreat ignomi ... 

niously from hie;h principle and purpose. Thus to announce to the world in the na.m9 

of the United Nations that Jewish immigration to Jerusalem is to be be.rred is ·~o 

suggest that the United Nations has a low estimate of the value of people theru­

aelves and it is prepared to make invidious distinctions between peoples. It would 

be a strange undertaking for the United lTations to attempt to withhold from people 

the exercise of their right of self-determination. Such proposals are nsither 

within the competence of the United 1Tations nor in accord with its conscience. 



III . IT IG~TORES ALL PAST D..'TI':SRIE~-cE 

For three religions--Christi~nity, Islam and Judaism--JerusaJ.em is sacred, 

an eternal shrine . For the Jewish people, ,Jerusalem holrls C'tA-1 tural and 

national es Hell as spiritual associr·tions. It is the center of their 

national history. It was the ca.pl. t~l of the First and Second Jewish 

Conmon ·ealths. For two thouseno. yee.rs of Jewish exile and dispersion 

Jerusalem W8S not r.1erely 8 city of a revered past. It w;:s the promise of a 

glowing future. To sever J13russlem froo the Je,·ish Sta.te i~ to d.o vi0lence 

to Jewish history. It offenc"'.. s the sensibilities of' P.very Jew in Jerusalem 

and. Isrpel. It nrouses the deepest reaction among Je,rs as a people, for it 

would be a crushing blow to their natio11 ~1 honor and d1.gni-ty. 

The plan qilarrels lTi th recent history, inclu.cling the experience :l.n the 

United Hations itself . It ignores completeJ.y the events of the past 2l~ months . 

It is as if the history of Jerusalem began on t he dar the draft~men placed 

their proposals on paper. 

1•!hen the General Assembly begc:\n consideration of the report of the United 

iTations Specic)l Com~!i ttee on Palestine, the representatives of the Jeuish 

Agency for Palestine made it cle~.r to the Assembly tlwt they bel.teved 

Jerusalem was irrevocably linked •rith the proposed Jewish State, and they 

advocated that the modern sections of Jerusalem, built and inhabited by Je •rs, 

be made part of the Jewish State. This propos 1 , s not accepted by the 

General Assembly, ancl in deference to the wishes of th~t body end to the 

sentiments e;:pressed by relj_ iou.s spokesmen of the ·Torld, the Je,-rish Agency 

representetives assent.ed to the proposel th t Jeru.e lem be internationalized. 

Having g.t ven their asc-ent, the Je,,rish represent P..tives then did everythj ng 

in their power to i:r.iplement the plan. Represent tives of the Jewish Agency , 

Gccepting the declaration of the General Assembly on Jerusalem as a promise 
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that .Terusalem might be spared conflict and its ::; hrines sa:feguara_ed from 

war, workeo. with organs of the United iTptions to drnft ~ stl'tute for Jerusalem. 

lh.Jt confronted with Arab resistance and boycott, the organs of the Ui:i ted 

Hat ions failed to af!oume the responsiblli tie to •-,hich they w~re pl edged. The 

Trusteeship Council on April 21, 1948, abandoned its efforts to draft a statute 

for Jerusalem. It adopted a resolution referring t~1e matter back to the 

G-enerB.l Assembly. 

B~~r th~t action, the Je ·1 ish population :tn .Ten1.Salem we a endoned. by the 

·'or·lcl end 1 ft to itself in the ff'ce of crave clanger. Fighting broke out in 

Jerusalem ,-ith~n a f~w hours ~fter the Gener 1 As sembly adopted tho Resolution 

of November 29, 1947, and from th2t time on, the ,Tewish population of Jer-i.1 alem 

\•'as subjected to sniping, shellfire, starv ti on and siege. In 1 ay, 1948, the 

position gre •r even JT1ore desperate, for Jerusalem ,., s sep rated from the neuly 

esta·blished State of Isra,el anc1 isolated from th world itself. 

T]1e lT m·rs of Jerusalem, the Jm·rs of !~reel, yield to no one in their 

devotion to the sacred City. It •:as not the J·c,,,s ,,,ho shelled its shrines. It 

,. as n.ot the Je ,,s 1ho destroyed its water supply. It .,~s not the Jo· ... ,s who 

blockaded its roads to deny it food. It WP-:3 not the Jc. s ,to ble·r up its 

Holy Plsces. On the con tr ry, it ·res the Je·ws ,-,ho defended Jerusalem end. 

ought to save it from destruction. nothing the t h2ppens to Je1'".iaalexn is ever 

forgotten in history, ~nrl the ·1orld \ ill long remenber th ordeal through 

which Jcrusal .. m p s ea. Huncl_re.ds, thousands of its people todey carry rounds 

llhich p infully recall that . truggle. For months the people were reduced to 

a i tiful ration of food and •reter. 11 ny li terelly faced death by stnrvetion. 

And those \·Tho died vere unburied for day • In t is crisis, the international 

comnmni ty which h·-d assuced the right to exercise jurisdiction over Jcnisalem 

f~il6d to discharge its responsibilities. Jerusalem, its people and its 

sacred pl ces were rescued for civ111zntion by the people of Israol who, by a 
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herculean effort, opened a road to the beleaguered City, brought it food, 

water, arms and life itself. 

lTo □onu.ment to this saga in Je~vish history hes ~t been erected. lfo 

memorial attests to the City's suffering and agony unless it be the charred 

skeletons of tru.cks and co~oys which lia nlong the road from Bab-el-tfad up 

to the Holy City--silent sentinels of the youth who fought and died to li~erato 

Jcru.selem. Tne story of this struggle is etched in the mind and heart of 

OTory Jew in Jerusalem and in Israel. The bond bet ,een Jerusalem and Israel 

is the bond of common struggle and urvival. It cannot again be ~evered. 

L, this light, the bland suggestion th--t the Eew City. surrounded as it 

is on three sides by Arab forces, be again rendered defenseless, seems 

totally unreal:i.stic. In these circu.mstancea it is inconceivable that the 

people would agree to divest themselves of military force , essential to life 

itself. The United lfrtions may not sk "ny people to commit suicide. 

IV. IT IMPOSES AN HIPOS.3Ii3 BURD'.lnl. 01 THE UNITED 1;ATIO rs ITS:ELJr 

Pe.st experience of the United N::'tions itself should deter it froo an Tl.lldor­

taking beyond its competence and capacity. It is no disrespect of the United 

Nations to suggest th t th~t organization is not equipped t this stage to 

impose upon Rn unwilling people a superstructure of government which abridge~ 

t~e rights of the people concerned and violates t~e Ch~rter of the United 

Rati~ns. T_e chief purpooe of such a commis ion -the s feguarding of the 

Holy Places--is defeated from the outset if it atte,:ots to do more than to ... 

a.chi eve tho. t purpose . 

It i essential, if the Holy Pl ces are to be protected and maintained, 

that pr ctical nd •.rorkc blo plan be adopted. he Government of Israel has 

repe t0dl7 affirmed its support of the principle of full international ~ontrol 

for the protection nd im~:unity of the Holy Places. The Governwent'r. attitude 

wa.s ::;u1Jmitted to the .Ad Hoc 'Po1it"lco7 Committee of the Generol. .AA~omr1v 1,y tho 
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representative of the Government of r~ro.el on I!ay .5, 1949. At that time, the 

representative said in part: 

"1. T:~e Government of Isr el cooperated to the fullest extent with the 
Statute drawn up in November, 194?. It bears no responsibility for 
the failure cf that project, a fe.ilure ,-rhich arose through the 
deliberate armed resistance of the Arab Stc1tes and the refusal of 
the organs of the United li~tionr. to rntify or assume the obligations 
necessary for the fulfilment of the Statute. 

"2. The Governm~nt of Israel advocates and supports the establishment by 
the ULi ted l.ir-tions of an international regime for Jerusalem concerned 
exclusively ,. i th the control and protection of Eoly Places and sites. 
If such a regime for the Holy PJ.aces is established, riiy Government will 
cooperate with it. 

"J. The Government of Israel ,,ill also agree to place under international 
control Holy Places in other parts of its territory out~ide Jerusalem •.• 

"4. The Government of Israel is prepared to offer the fullest safe~rds 
and guarantees for the security of religious institutions in the 
exercise of their functions. Tl.e Government of Isreel is prepc: red 
to negotiate imnediately with all religious authorities concerned 
,ith this end in view ... 

"5. The Government of I Frael will persevere in its efforts to rep ir the 
da.niage inflicted on religioun buildings nd s ites in the course of 
the war launched by the Arah States. 

"6. The Government of Israel reg8rds with pride and satisfaction its part 
in the restoration of peace and order which are the essential requisites 
of any reverent care for the Holy Places and sites. 

"7• The integration of the Jewish part of Jerusalem into the life of the 
State of Israel has taken place as a natural historical process 
arising from the conditions of war, from the vacuum of authority 
created by the termination of the HPndate, and from the refusal of 
the United Nr tions to assume any direct administrative responsibilities 
on the scene. This integration, which is parelleled by a similar 
process in the Arab area, is not incompatible ,. i t h the establishment 
of an international regime charged with full juridical status for the 
effective protection of the Holy PJ.aces, no matter where situated ••• 

na. The Government of Israel will continue to seek agreements ,-,i th the 
Arab interests concerned for thP. maintenance and preservetion of peace 
and the reopening of blocked access into and 1:ithin the City of Jerusalem. 
Such negotiations now proceeding however do not affect the juridical 
Btatus of Jerusalem which we shall seek to define by international 
consent •••• 

1111. The Government of Israel draws attention to the existence of profound 
Jewish religious interests, •rhich give Jerusalem a central and abiding 
place in Jewish spiritual life. All the sacred associations of Jerusalem 
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derive ultimately from its Jewish origins. TJ e preservntion of 
synagogues, the right of accest. to the Wailing W.:•11 and of -r-esidence 
within the Walled City require international guarantees and imple· 4 

mentation . .. " 

~l,.is position remains unchc.:.nged. The J.overnment of Israel advocates tlje 

establishment of an international regime for the Holy Pla.ces, It will help 

to establish such a regine . It will fully cooperate ,1ith it . It earnestly 

hopes thRt the United lktions will conce~ o the people of JerusPlem an 

appreci tion of their rights and reEponsibilities in a neasure eq_ual to that 

people 1 s understanding and respect for universal interest in the Holy City . 

To keep Jerusalem sacred , it is unnecessary to profane every democratic 

principle . The national interests of the people of Jerus lem c n ~e reconciled 

with world interest in the City 1s shrines, without violt1.ting ei.ther . These 

intereats are not in conflict . 
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PRESS RELEASE 
from AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. 

MUrray HIii 2-1160 

Constituent Organizations 

Zionist Organization of America 
Hadauah 
Mizrachi Organization of America 

Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poole Zion 
Zionists-Revisionists of America 
Hashomer Hatzair 
United Labor Zionist Party .... 42& 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL AhlNOUNCES FULL MOBILIZATION EFFORT 

TO DEFEAT PLAN TO INTEBNATIONALIZE JERUSALEM 

-- -
C.ALLS FOR NATIONWIDE MASS MEETINGS FROM OCTOBER 30 TO NOVEMBER 6 

New York -- The American Zionist Council announced that it has called upon 

all of its local committees throughout the United States -- of which there are 

more than 400 - to convoke mass meetings during the week of October 30 to 

November 6 in order to bring before the .American people the accurate facts 

concerning the plan to inteme.tionali ze Jerusalem, 

The Council, which S!)eaks for the entire Zionist movement in the country, 

is headed by the veteran Zionist leader, Louis Lipsl:y. 

In a memorandum sent today to its 400 local committees, the Council strongly 

urged that all media of public opinion be utilized to make the American people 

aware of the true facts of the Jerusalem ~roblem, now on the agenda of the 

General Assembly of the United Nations. 

(Jerusalem, with its 100,000 Jews, would be placed under UN supervision if 

the plan recently submitted by the UN Palestine Conciliation Commission is 

adopted during the current session of the General Assembly.) 

Announcedlent was made by the Council that it would hold a public meeting 

on the evening of November 2 at Manhattan Center in New York City. Louie Lipsky, 

chai:nnan of the Council, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, chaizman of the American Section 

(more) 
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of the J~wish Agency for Palestine, Mn. Rose Halprin, member of the Executive 

Committee of the Jewish Agency for Palestine,and Ba.bbi Aaron D. Burack, prominent 

leader of the orthodox rabbinate, will be among the principal speakers. Other 

Ziontst spokesmen, as yet unannounced, will participate in the evening's program. 

It was specifically pointed out by the Council that the purpose of the 

nationwide meetings was to educate the American public on all phases of the 

Jerusalem problem. They are not being convoked in a spirit of protest, 1 t 

emphasized. 

The national organizations affiliated with the Council include the following: 

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America; Hashomer Hatzair; Labor 

Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion; Mizrachi Organization of .America; 

United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Ponle Zion); Zionist Organization of 

America; Zionists-Revisionists of America. 

--3Q .. ~ 

f 362 - 10 / 21/ 49 
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PROPOSALS ON THE .AlmIOAN ZIONIST COUHCIL 

1-!ithout encroaching on the autonomous functions of the several Zionist 
groups. all joint Zionist activities in the United States should be placed Wlder 
the supervision of the American Zionist Council, which will conduct its n.ctivi­
ties in accordance with the decisions of the World Zionist Congress. 

The terms of reference of the Council should include: 

a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 

e) 
f) 

g) 

h) 

The Shekel. 
Elections to the World Zionist Congress. 
All joint Zionist activities on behalf of Hebrew and Jev,ish culture. 
The problems arising in connection iith fund raising campaigns on 

behalf of the work of the World Zionist Uovement in Israel; main­
taining Zionist leadership in those campaigns. Stimulating economic 
investment in Israel. 

Zionist political activity on the American scene. 
Representing common Zionist interests in relation to other organized 

groups in American J e ,,ry and to non-J 0\•rish groups. The democrati za­
tion of the Americrm Je,,ish Community in general. 

Implementation of the joint Zionist functions delegated by the World 
Zionist Executive to the organized Zionist movement in America. 

Chalutzait and Youth. 

A few ,,,ords of explanation of the above enumerG.ted items: 

Item (a): The Shekel. I am not r 1.s1.ng the issue of the merits of the 
Shekel s an established institution in organized Zionism. The Council ,,,ill 
be within its rights in discussing the problem, nd when a consensus of opinion 
is reached, in making an appropriate recomraend~t:i.on to the next Zionist Congress. 
But, unless the Zionist Congress introduces a change, the Shekel occupies a place 
of utmost importance in the Zionist movement. It serves two purposes: It is a 
token of membership in the t'lorld Zionist :Iovement as -,ell as a registration 
certificate for the elections to the t1orld Zionist Congress. As long as the 
institution of the Shekel remains, the Council will have to supervise the sale 
of Shkolim in the United States, eliminating the necessity of electing special 
shekel boards each time. Difference of opinion may also be foreseen d th regard 
to the question of holding elections to the World Zionist Congress. The by-laws 
of the World Zionist Congress envisage the possibility of appointing delegates, 
by mutual consent, without resorting to a general election, The Council ~ill be 
obliged to see to it that parties concerned consider the problem in due time, 
and, in the event elections do take place, the Council is to serve as the Central 
Election Board. 

There is little to add to ite (c). The vital importance of the cultural 
and educational rork of the organized Zionist 1iiovewent is recognized to a greater 
degree than ever before. The ~eprrate cultur~l activ ties of the particular 
groups ould, of course. be continued, but the broad area of cultural 1ork common 
to all Zionists, .. ,ould be conducted by the Council. 

Item (d) 1s included in order to safeguard the movement from open internal 
struggles in connection with the fund r~ising activities in America. The memory 
of the unfortunate incidents at the beginning of the 1949 campaign are still too 
fresh to d,, ell upon at length. The Zionist movement must bear the main responsi­
bility for the maximum success of the drives; it must see to it that repres~nta­
tives of the org nized communities be included in the bodies conducting such 
drives, maintaining the le dership of organized Zionism. 
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Tr..e entire cher flcter of the :Junds 1 Iill, ~·1ithout doubt, be di scussed 
thoroughly in tl e ovement. The forthcoming Zionist Congress ,·:ill heve to 
evaluate the instruments created. for the purpose of meet in • :. ts fj.ne.ncitl 
needs and w." 11 ha.ve tc take a. stand on the q_ue~tion of the nece ssity of having 
two separat~ funds - Keren Kayemet and Keren Haye£od. In the event of a new 
decision, the organized Zionist movement in America. ,-,0 11ld be obl i~ed to con­
duct its r.1ff e ir s accordingly. If the status quo preva.ils, the Council, repre­
senting organized Zionism in America, would supervise this area of common 
activity. 

To clarify item (e), I assume that E.l.l Zionist c roup s a.dhere to the basic 
idea that both the World Zionist !lovement Pnd t li e American Zionist llovement a.re 
still duty bound to perform im-portant politic~l t a sks; that they ell accept the 
principle that on the American scene t he se t e sks sr.oald be e.ssumed by t he 
American Zionist Council. 

It is obviou s tha t the Counci l will not intervene in the political sphere 
of the State of Israel. The St a te c ri.r ries out its work through t he orgflns of 
the Government of I srr, el ana. i t s forei gn represent eti ves, consuls, special 
missions, delegations, et c. 

At the se~e time there ere po l itical activities ~h!ch remain the responsi­
bility of the organized Zionist mov ement, both in rel tion to the United States 
Government and to the United. ~, .tions. These activities 1.- 1ould form the primary 
tasks of the Council, Proper poli t ical repre sentation, orgenized political 
demonstrations, ~hen necessary, enli ,;htenment of t he A.:iericen public on the 
problems and is sues connected wit} Israel •rould be the functions of t he Council. 

The co:isti tuent e:rou1Js of t he Co uncil \rould be allowed to conduct their 
own educational activities of a politic~l na ture and to maintPin their om 
political contact s . All generr.;,.l political activities on t he Zionist scene are 
to be conducted within t he f r a.1 e,,rork of the Counci 1. .~he constituent groups 
would be obliged to report on their o ,,n seperate nctivities at least once in 
two months. It would be the prerog tive o.f the Council to demand more frequent 
reports. 

All e.ctivities of t he Council of a politic c- 1 n iture woulc, of course, be 
conducted in close consultation with t he Je,·i sh . gency, it being understood that 
the Je :ish A[;ency · ill, ,~ s far as possible, carry out its functions in the 
United St s.tes though the A.nerican Zionist Counci l . 

Iteu (f) either does not require explanation, or requires very elaborate 
clarific a tion. I flm convinced th t all leP.der s of t he vcrious Zionist groups 
realize, and none of them will deny the speci nl rol e of the Zionists in introduc­
inr, democratic principles and ore:.i.nized responsibility in the internal life of 
Americen Jewry. 

Item (g) means s iri1ply tha t all communicetions of the ~·:orld Zionist Executive 
to the American Zioni t org niz ations ~nd Pll instructions concerning Zionist 
activities would b e addressed to the Council. The Counci l is to work out plans 
for the implement Ption of necessery t a sks by particular groups. It must be clee"' 
th t the American Zionist Council is the only body representing organized Zionism 
in America in relation to the World Zionist Executive. 

The la.st item, (h), is no ., beine earnestly and thoroughly discussed in th A 

American Jewish community in general and in the Zionist ra;iks !1. particular. 
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There is no use denying that the differences of opinion e,re very serious. 
If the Council could find a common denominator for all Zionist groups in respect 
to Youth end Chalutziut activities in th.is country, it ,-ro1·ld indeed be e great, 
historic achievement and would open up an area of tremendous creative possi­
bilities. But even in the event that such joint activity would prove impossible, 
the Council would be duty bound to coordinate the work of the particule.r Zionist 
groups in that field. 

In accordance with the decision of the World Zionist Congress, the Council 
would have to establish liaison with Hechalutz in America. 

THE STRUCTURE OF THE COUNCIL 

Our aim should be to construct the Council on a firm democratic basis. It 
is my proposal to accept the principle of a structure siulilar to that of the 
World Zionist Congress. By that I mean that every Jew or JeHess would be en­
titled to participate in creating the permanent structure of organized Zionism 
in America. For that purpose an instrument similar to the Shekel should be 
introduced, to serve as token of membership nnd certificate of registration for 
every Je -, or Je, ess seventeen yea.rs of age and older. 

An all-American Zionist Congress is to convene bi-annually. The delegates 
to that Congress are to be elected by the registed Jews. 

All groups participating in that democratic body will file their slates of 
candidntes for election. Electious will be on the basis of proportional repre­
sentation. The number of delegPtes allotted to each ticket will be in proportion 
to the percentage of votes received by the respective ticket. 

The organs of the Council will be composed in proportion to the number of 
delegates of each factio~ at the American Zionist Congress. 

This democratic structure should be our aim. In the interim n Frovisional 
Council should be established on the following basis: A higher Council is to 
be created similar to the Zionist Actions Committee, along the same key as the 
parties are now represented in the Council. This higher Council is to be the 
legislative body. An Executive is to be formed on the srune b2sis. Both the 
higher Council and the Executive ,,ould take over im..1edia.tely all the areas of 
activity listed above. It would also be the task of the Provisional Council to 
prepare, in due course, the elections for the All-Zionist Democratic Congress 
and thus pave the ,,,ay for the permanent deIJOcratically built American Zionist 
Council. 

• • • • 




