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Dr . ~bba Hillel ilver 
Hotel..., en ide 

a.ins , .Fr ce 

ear Dr . ilver : 

I ol r..., to .. c ~o. c r 4·i e .,.., art<", o ' c ... letter a e ·: ii ... tes a o , "n I , a,.. 
lad to ""et . C in "'o_' L tlon . Yo, :r .c 'Cvv .d tha I ! • I ha, iritten 

~o hi several ay~ o. ·o 8.,} rin • or 01. f rence • I is n er ca e to 
say th- t ris .:n .a.~ t to ·et tor•etj er 1dth CJ an _ i .e th· s :.e 
h '\ Ver ' is not v.ell nc I ~on It th:i..n.~ t at he • 11 .c C1, Yor.: for sever· ,CC.trS . 

I '1 ve t: e e ·o e s ..,c T"n er to cet 'n • n n oin ... r ent fo.c r:1 • t the e ·lio.Jt no s: >le 
ti. e . 

I o.r-1 e1 o f ·re r lerisc .,o• r:i_n,.. ~--iu h 1 ret, n . n very u' r'i -
t 1 r 1 c' her e "'c ;2,000, 000 for +,h spc~ifi ose. li,te . It is o -
ious t 1 s h an effort 1.ill cut cross in .. 'lny lo.,alities n ost one in
efinitcly . ny efforts in or bellal . OJ. cotrse , t ere is a o,):..ib "lit· th t the 

dl·i ve -;d.11 not be hel on ri:roun -:s o!..' multiplicity i the event tl t the Isr eli e 
for . mi Cied cam n "' 1950 are s ce sful . This , ho rever, is so ethi 

e end on . It is • ne efore 11 the ;nore im ortant th1.t 1 t~lk to • 

t t c s2..••p J..i c , ~- e nooc.man ~- tr i 1 to et t re,,. 
resi cnt in -~~if; 1s ~· scnce . 

1d. t,h hi.I • be is ctin~ 

S O , an • ·e ien in ' rt O t t Sllm! er • n , : i i t. i 11!':lost 
o ct ythin r .tivc ·one . S U 1 n.. .. ti ::i..1. the . i 1 

o ... or 
el'n 

stern • on 0ylv 1ia, 11he e I an 
ion to be ~el in Ho ..,ton, I 

b, or the 
tr ·ir. - . oth 

t c. e mcetin, .. s 1 0 .. 1 ' ~ te b...... 4t. . I h ve my 
You .ilJ re 

rt 
bot 

11 ,l , t, thi 
ilit • 

h. re ·a.· sis t, on a bi ('T na:.1e . 
ea at this eeti . 

i ion,l Jonv-... tLon in t . J 11 .LO ctobcr ~t 
e the JI eaJ:er . . al rin the ... cxas vo ~, io 1 I ..1.f' •• C .. 

in vance o • +.,in •• c • Jc nf el of o r o 'fi 
ia i1 a~va c_ 0£ that m .. ctin· . In ct·:tion, 1e 

m itiet; in th. st ~.: i .... h have no ·a1 1 c ai n . 
n o o • t thirty- i~e .. bers o~ our ou1 il 
t ~roe hi e . 

e ,. ill s en 
r~ trJi t set , 
ette sin this con-

1mi h no number~ o·e 

et s1bscribod d \, a1.'e 

eel th t 
:a·ti ·or o to rct rn efo • 

iG hif l I 1 th · s . ho 1 ' o e 
ouncil . 

, 10 t.1 . evo :in h .. C C , ,h1.t ro h~d re-
e o. ,, .. e in ion t the f ,1 re r vhe z \ on n .... r . ,.. 

-..) 

o .... ar.•i ~ r i .. r 'l' mere 1,c -.:ith t,,o 1.ce.:s ,. o . I . s la to h e ..... , .) 

thfs r, st, ia. d in t1 1 t r 1,hich r t ,lC • o.J 
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~1 r;ust a, 1949 

'fh re is one 
SidnCf .. : 

nttc . 1ich c • .c , in i.11ie . yot,. 1 ill e intcrcstcr1
• cev o • F:CJ -nllq 

to re est t 1 .. t a lcttt ~ '"'rom • .. e ZO t • o e <.<.t 
LU 1tz c ept 1 :~n .:. t ·1 c::.o jJ '"'o ,i oin a s ons i~ir: ~ o _ ! i ·~ in 

. cd L/ t 1at ii' 11 hea a' rter" 11 wo d ol--ay i ~ , accept . 
. . ilc ~ ar. v ..:id not i ten to re ornrend to L • 1.., ... , t ,n.t . e a.., .... c t , he .rnvcrt eless 
in b • 1os·t1 n . He felt it nece s lJ to se,~ - lettqr to L11tz st ti~ th·t ~he P ~ 

t~ble Zion.L;t or ·ani "'B. ,ion., ,tc • J but not rccov w endin--~ S, 0 sorsl i ) . 

-~arks vise uit :e b0 'ore sen '.i ,.: the letter . I called Juntz to e:: 1a·n 
sit, ation anc to i nl'o1 hi that 1re ,;~re lanni o-1 after o ·ult t.lon 1 ·th y to h ve nn 
I, calft ... a_:._,.,_ in ..,lcvcland in c r1.. fall d t 1at certainly un ·er .,_hesc cil' Ju.'istances , 
·o, le co, nt on • im (Lunt ) for his ac tive s ) .ort . L nt -~ol 1.e th· t e 1;aG ... ull r re 

of that lan a t· t Le o 1lc _ind so. e Viay of sen'· n • a ref· sal to t. c iJ ~:; ritho t 
refle t:n~ on e:th r .ionisl:. or I~A head a tcrJ r 1 a ers . 

I th1.t the ti .e for yo r r t rn is a pl oac Lr• . l ile ~ 10 ·thc... 
"ne this ne, 'cd v ct1.tion thous n ' tin-es o~ er an.not 1eln b t b 

t o· eed of rour rese ce in t .. is c nvr r . The way I see thi ts s 
to .1.a c o c 5. fie lt ti es • ,j_ th my ooc 'ricnd D . I or,c t· 

b ·t I earn ot 1cl b •t bP-li ~Ve that 01 ly a hanrl n d a .. ill as 
in lin . ·T to no _ e h!'.l f ile to cvi . .,n an a.:-iic 

. ill c evote hin ... cl.f ~ chin .r· of the or 
t lOSv an :i.dea 1 '1ich CJ..l ,ct is ncr..,o lan inrr • 

/ ..:i oon 3s _ ho 
nm·s . 

JO 
it .,le ,:, l.1. •• sh 
e .. .e 

.. v I i..i.11 be 
stro ,... as yo rs 
. "~ ,Ji t l , e 
ri .aril r to 

it ,ill c letter 

I ru ot ,. • tin to ~ou about the Zi ni ·t a s • 11 ·i vc ot ~ fri 
L. L., art ·ni ty to rice e <l orse . 10a y r • i:.e .. pc at re o over 90 is suf-

y de ..:1rc • :ri t,hou t, • c el nis. ..cnt on . rsel o L 't recount 
c in ·s e,;:;c 1 st 1- ave no i ea .. : t 1't" at r .iv1 I loo c 
to . y co lete dlvorc i-,on Aven c . It • c o es e fe tive 1dthi a 

fe • . '1.' e t ;_n we lo e n< nu .. tl re csn •t liv t ere ru:iy .. o c • 

: II : SL 

. . I have j (.•t retur1 e ro .1 etihr• 1ri t 
second j_ of l)aJ I o reactio to 1i 

h acy of tl~ • • e 
h vi Geel n 

c c:-,rt,ain 
can lay 
to re le 

• en .c n ed not 
rt nt r le in the 

.1ordi lly, 

rJt -

J"i..; 

, , 
< 0 

t be 
C • 

the 

e 
er 1 t 

c rci 
0 1 
or t 

u nt to be sur 
t,ha • , c I' 

1 ·ot 1..,.1e 

• your 
el1 the 

f 
the Z 
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0 
Sci 

a co of t 1is to .. r . Schiff nd lrce • n no Jo es int or i ce . 
o·lc o "er no obj ctio1 hesc t nde 1cies . i t, , ... re he 



Dr . Abba .illcl ilvcr 
n. • 3 

.,.. st 9, 1 

to 1 r ~n-:ement ·r. i .1 11 rl • add !"lC O "ricn s of r . ,, sc to t 1e oar 0.L the 
I., ,prov· ing these close rien s re rosentc real. o cy and activity in tead of 
j st so :1.an ot .., . 

I ope to ,.,.ct r.,y ppoint.r. .t ,it·. Dan .for to orr -. or .e ne:rt a, . 
s all e e.:cee --:ly c .. ref·,1 si.1cc am in no ... o ition t sh pc 
I am hopef 1 '.m, ver, ir.. the li :h~ of Isreeli I s 1 st c011verwat • 01.. ..:. t 

:. c· an ...,chi.s.f . .:.11 .J.inc a i.ay to ct to ·et' r . oth e s • 
t· cir snoctive interests t knm, that a constr1 ctive arr 
01 t O.L t 1 • cile. ta . 

I 

ay 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
3 42 MADISON A VENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST September 16, 1949 

Dea.r Rabbi: 

On the very eve of our Holy Days, in the celebrations and prayers of which Jerusalem 
occupies such an important place, the United Nations Palestine Conciliation Commission has 
announced its plan for the internationalization of Jerusalem. Writing to you, we do not 
have to enlarge on the injustice and impracticability or the Conciliation Commission's 
plan for Jerusalem. We must soe to it that the voice or the Jews of America is raised as 
powerfully as possible in defense of Jewish Jerusalem and in demand for its incorporation 
in the State of Israel. We are confident that you fully share our sentiments. According
ly, may we take the liberty of making the following suggestions: 

First: That during the Holy Day services in your synagogue - either on Rosh Hashana or on 
Yom Kippur - you devote one of your sermons to an appraisal of the critical nature of the 
Jerusalem problem. 

Second: That you utilize your best efforts and invite the cooperation of the President 
and Officers of your congregation to the end that a telegram or telegrams (in the name o! 
your Temple or Synagogue, Sisterhood, Men's Club, etc.) be sent to the President o! the 
United States, urging him to disavow the recommendations or the United Mations Conciliation 
Commission to internationalize Jerusalem. Please do not f ail us at this juncture. 

We herewith enclose for your inform~tion and use t he following material which you may 
find helpful in this 11Save Jerusalem" campaign. This material contains: 

A. Analytical comments on the Conciliation Commission's plan for 
Jerusalem, together with a short historical survey of the Je.vish 
character of Jerusalem. 

B. A reprint of an edi torial in the I ew York Herald Tribune which appeared 
on September 15, 1949. 

C. Suggested t exts for telegrams to the President of the United States to be 
sent during the Holy Days period. Naturally, these t oxts should not be 
followed literally, but should be used as a model for your own particular 
needs. 

We feel confident that you will cooperate with us to the utmost in the urgent tasks 
which we face today, and we hope and wish that this coming year may be the year of our 
full national redemption. Warmest greetings and earnest wishes for a very good year. 

JU:SR 
Encs. 

Sincerely yours, 

~P<--
Rabbi Jerome uKger 
Executive Director 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

-

Hada11ah, Women'• Zioniet Organization of America • Haehomer Batzair • Labor Zionist Organization of America•Poale Zion 
Mizrachi Organization of America • United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioniat Organization of America 
m Zionl1te-Revi1ionl1t1 of America 
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The plan of the U. N. 'Palestine Conc1liation Commj ssion for an intern -·tional 
regime over Jerust•lem arid its vicinity should be rejected. on grounds of in,iunti..ce 
and utter impracticability-. 

The Concilia.tion Commisslon 1 s -plan tr.P.ats the problem of Jeru !1 a.lem out of the 
context of the entire P~le~tjn.e issue, and therefore the entire approach of the 
Commission is purely theoretical, as an analysis of the recommendations will 
easily· show. 

The plan totally ignores the fa.ct that only a short time ago a bitter and 
bloody Arab-Jewish war took place, and that Jerusalem fanned one of the main 
battlefields in this war. It takes no co gnizance of the heavy casua.lties paid 
by Jerusalem Jewry for the defense of the Holy City, includi.ng its internationally 
revered shrines; the grave danger of totnl extennination faced by the Jews of 
Jerusalem; the h1111fer and. thirst they s11.ffered. du.ring the many months when the 
city wa~ incessantly shelled by the Arab invac.ers, cut off from its hinterl;:md, 
blockaded and starved .. 

How can one come now and tell the nearly C'ne hundred thou.sand Jews of 
Jerusalem that the many hnnd.reds of young Jewlsh lives sacrificed in the 11 breaks
throu.gh 11 on the Jerirnalem-Tel Avlv Road -- at the Kastel, Latrun, etc~ -- were 
in vain; and that in the future their lives a'1d the lives of their children will 
be cut off from the State of Israel and depend erJ.tirely on the same United Nations, 
whlch remained totally inactive in the face of the most brutal onslaughts on 
Jerusalem only one year ago? No commnni ty of li vlng men and women can be expected 
to accept such a plan. 

The Life of Jerusalem Je11,ry Is At __ ~i9ke 

Nor dof>s the 'Plan -provide for G.ny re al military protection of the Holy City 
under this international regi.me. On the contrary, \r.1hile stipulating the complete 
demilitarization and disannament of Jerusall"'m, the plan envisages a police force 
of one thousand men, hRl f of whom are to l>e Jewish nnd the other h alf Aro.b. and 
therefore both parti.san forces who may be confidently expected to be loyal to 
their respective communities and governments, rather than to the United Nation~~. 
The fact of the m tt er j_ s that the plan wants the United Nations to take nominal 
charge of Jerusalem, wi. thout giving it any real power and strength. 

Free Accesr-i to the __ Holy PlriCAS 

The motivating reason behind th.ts plcm is supposed.ly the desire to provi.d.e 
international protection for the Holy Places and free access to them for members 
of all religions. It has nlreany been indicated above that the United Nations, 
as in the case of Jerusalem , will not dispose of a real force capable of any 
defense~ The United Nations will have to d.epend entirely on the good-will of the 
two communities. Access to the Holy Places, moreover, is physically impossible 
without the wh0lehea.rted. cooperation of Isrn.el and its goV'ernrnent. Jerusalem does 
not lie on the sea. Any pilgrims of vis:t tors would have to land on Israeli terri
to r;y and pass through t sraeli territory in order to r·each the Holy Places. 
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Accordin6J.y, if the repeated a~s:.1rL1ces i-mrl. guarar t.ecs offered by the Govcrn:nent 
of Isr,,e l for free accesR to the :::hrines are not accepted by the l.nternetio:1al 
community, the setting up of a United Na.tior.1s r·e.,ims in J 0 rur;al , 11 would not solve 
the probleme 

!le rusale 1 li. a J ewi _sh _Ct tz 

Ninety percent of the Holy PJ.aces is contained wit ... ln the walls of the Old 
City, nnd tnc r&st is ju:; t outside tie walls. It i.s the Holy Places proper thut 
have to be internationali7eJ and :,.o t the whole of J8ru s8 lem. In other v,·ords, if 
we lo::ik for a sound, jn.. t anc1. rac.;ti.cal solution -- the workability of \,hi ch mnst 
depend, under the circu:,1stance<3, on the wholehearted coope aticn of both Israel 
and Trensjordan -- thPJI."•it-~c'._1~nti.uns shoul0 seek ad:i1i.ni~trat.iv_§__power ovPr the 
Holy Places rind 11ot t~rr1.to:;,.•1al_.r_o \o,e 't' over the JerUSJilem .a:i.·ea and.it POl!U. ation. 

Jenu~~~J.em De::Qf:nds_Or !s. ael Fo:,."_ It~ 'Erono_]iC' Snt'VJ.val 

!f the nlan of the Pnle~tine Conciliation Commi. si on is aeen from an eco
nomic viewpoi.nt, its tot nl impra~ticnbllity i , no less evident. Jerusulem•s 
econom;r i~ not self-c0rtt"in ci. . The Holy City s PO de elored industries. Its 
maln sources of income in racent years were dPrivaf from it~ having been the 
adTTJinistratt VE' ce'1tPr of FalP:t' ne. If J erusrilem is everea from the rest of 
the country , it is condemned to slow 'hut ., ertain economic deter-ioretion. 

Jerusalr-m also depeno.s on Israel for its su'OpJies . Agricultural produce 
comes to Se!'l1sal em from the conn trysi e, whic11 ~•ill be outsj_de the sugges ted 
internationa: zone. Industria .. produ1.:!ts m s comn to Jerus t, lem eitn r from the 
factori s of I sreel or imrorted throurh I sr:1ele Even water must be brought to 
Jerusalem by pipes from Isrc1el. If, as the Com rnir.si0n sugf;est , Jeru~ nlem becomes 
an independent entity ~nd the State of Israel ts not allowed to have any of its 
fOVemmental institutions there, a sizE>able prouortiun of the po1"'lulation of 
,Te1·t.salem wi11 rema.in wi tho11t in co.me and livelihood 1 and consequently, will h ave 
to 11 emigra.te 11 from Jerusalem into I .. rael, 

Fro,i whatever t.,sr,e,ct one aP.:lyzes the Con iliation Commi sion's plan, one 
is bo 11nd to arrive ut the conclusion that the outcome will be t0nta.111ount to a 
death sentence for the ci.t.v of Jerusalem arcl its resent inhabitants. \\'11oever 
,ants to .ee the Holy C~ty exi . t aud develop in the f1ture must unconditionally 
reject any "Olans for l ts internationalizf'..tlon. Je1·usalem and Isra 1 are one and 
indivisible. The problem of the Holy Fln.ces and freP. access to them can be best 
solv d by internu.tion1:tl administration of the Holy Places proper.. Such an adminis
tration couln count on the full cooperation of the I sroe)i Government, which 
re-peatedly offe-red gn nmtees of f1·ee access to the ehrlnes to memb rs of all 
religions. 

9/16/49 



From that day soT!'Je three thousand yoar_, a6o 1-!1en D~vid, the warrior king , 
captured a mountain stronghold of the Jesubi tes and mPde l t his ct1-pi tal, 
Jeruf;alem has beer. at the very core of Je ... :i.sh life and JEH,,ir-h history. To the 
Biblical chronicler of the reigns of the kln&s of Juda.'l and Israel, Jerusalem 
was the city which God 11had chosen out of all t.he trtbe~ of Isreel .. 11 To !sai r-ih, 
prophesying of the end of days, 1 t war, clear that in that better time II the word 
of the Lord" would "come forth from Jernsn.lcm 11 to all the J)~Ople n of the earth. 
For the exiles of Judeh weeping by the rlv~rs of Babylon\ the name an d memory 
of Jerusalem summed up all their agony and all th<:,i r faith: ti If I fo rgct thee, 
0 Jerusalem, let rny right hand fo1 .. get her C\'inn1ng~ Let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth; if I prefer not tTerns Dlem abo'\=e my ch1.ef joy_, 11 

In the great literary monument of the Fir:::t Destruction, the Biblicul book 
of "Lamentations", Jeruso.lern has a unique find ce-:1.tral pla.ce. l3ewniling the 
misery and captivity of the people of Judnh., "La.roentations" can never forget 
the specific tragedy of the City of Jeru~al~m -- a city so dear to the 'fJrlter 
that he describes 1 t in almost humnn tems. ~e very first sentence of the 
book is characteristic: "How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of 
people! how is she become a.c, a widow! she that wa"' great among the nations, 
a.nd princess among the provinces •.• 11 

As Jerusalem had spiimg first to the mind of the poet lamenting its destruc
tion, so did it spring first to t,hA mlnd of thA nrophet rejoi~inrg over the 
return from the first ex:t le - 11 'Bre,:ik forth in to joy~ sing tl'jgethc r ye waste 
places of Jerusalem: for the Lo rd ha.th comforted his -peo-µle, He hath redeemed 
Jerusalem." It was, indeed, concern for the welfare of Jerusalem, almoot eaually 
with concern for the welfare of the Jewish community in Judcll, th a.t moved 
Nehemiah -- the great founding father of the Second Commonwealth -- to leave 
the comfort and prestige of his TJor.t 1n the Persi an ~ourt of the fifth century 
before the common era. 11 I was in Shur.ban the palace, and Hanani, one of my 
brethren came, he and certain men of Judah, and I ask ed them concerning the 
Jews that had escaped, that were left of the captivity, ~nd concerning Jernsalen.• 
When, in answer, he was told of the affliction 0f the Jews Rnd the burnt gates 
and broken walls of Jerusalem, Nehemiah 'hecame the arch-type of those other 
great leaders who in the centuries after him were to leave the civiliintion 
into which they had become successfully ucsl.mllo.t cd and devote their ardor ana 
their lives to the rebuilding of Zion. To the Fer~ian King, asking him the 
cause of his sorrowful eppearvnce, h:ts answer w::i s in epic terms: 11 Why should 
not my countenance be sad, when the city, tht~ place of r1y fathers' sepulchres, 
lieth waste, and t1e gates thereof arf> consnmen with fire?" It wus to be under 
Nehemiah's leadership that the city, its walls and its gates were rebuilt, 

In the days of tl-ie Second Commonweolth ~ Jerusalem wn.s the che1·ished center 
not only of the Jews in the Land, but of the multitudes scattered in the diasrom 
of Egypt and other nearby lands, The Second Destr~ction of Jewish national life 
at the hands of Rome in the year 70 is mirrored in legend and tradition largely 
in tenns of Jerur:al€m; so were the hopes of restoration hurlr, upon Jeru~aJ. em .. 
11 Rabbi Joshua the son of Levi said: 'The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Israel: 
You have been the ca.use of the destr11ction of my Ho1.1s~ and the e.xile of my 
children. Pray for thP. peace of J erusolem and then will I give you peace.'" 
And "Rabbi Jochanan said: tThe Holy One blessed be He hns sworn: I will not 
enter the Heavenly Jerusalem until I have come into the earthly Jeruse.lem. '" 
And a.gain "He who mourns over Jerusalem will yet see its rejoicing." And "nevor 
will the Shekhinah depF.Jrt from the Wailing Wall. 11 
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It was not through sentirnent and lite :r.o tnre alone the.t Jews expressed their 
bond v1i th Jerusalem ~fter the Df\r.tru.ction. Thos \>1h o had not been eYiled .. :om 
Judea broke into fiery revolt in the year 1 7 .3-- largely becanse the Emperor 
Hadrinn proclaimed plans for rebuilding Je:eusa.lern as a P.oman rolony with o new 
and resplendent temple dedicated to Juptter Capitolinus. ]'rom the co ntries of 
the Near East Jews hastened to Palestinr, in their thousands to fight with the 
Jews in the Land under Bar Kochba. Dur!.ng the three yP.ar~ that they held out 
successfully ar,ainst the Roma~1 legions, significantly, the phrase 11 Deliveranr.e 
of Jerusalem 1i was struck across the faces of the Roman coins then in use. 

The dream of physica.l reconquest of the Land and the Holy City d.ied wi t.h 
Bar Kochba's defeat; the spiritual attachment went on. During the 1800 years 
of the second dispersion, the prayers. the ceremonies, the 11 terature and the 
thinking of ~ews throughout the world, reve1·ted again and 8gain with pass ionate 
and prime concern to Jerusalem~ The grand climax of the festival of liberation 
is the stark and absoll1te 11 Next year in Jerusalem. 11 The p:-ayer that 11 the voice 
of bridegroom and of bride ha.11 soon be hnard in the streets of Je rusalem 11 is 
intertwined with the pereoncl 1·ejoicing of tho Jewish bric:e and groom throughout 
the world. 

Though after the fe.i lure of the Bar Kochbn rcvol t, most of the Jews of Judaea 
were exterrninated, Je:~salem leid waste and J~ws forbidden to enter the new city 
built on its ruinst Jt;)ws made their way to it incP.ssantly. With the Arab Conquest, 
the old Roman ba:1 disr;p~1 arcd nnd Je,,;s rAs8ttled Jerusalem, even being allowed to 
b ild a synago';lle in the Terr:p le a1ea. Des·ni te tl1e o] oody strugbles bet\•;een 
success1.ve Moslem dynast,ies, Jernsalern 1 s Je ish cc:nnmn'lty stuhbornly held its 
ground, reinforced by immigrati m1 of Jews from Babylon, thP- Arab peninsula, EgyPt, 
Syria. In the cou ·se of the Crus :-iders 1 almost comnlete extermination of Palestine 
Jewcy, the worst fa.te fell to the Jews of JeI'\1srJ. m• they ~'flre burned alive 
inside their sYnagogue. But resettleme11 t of Jern~.alern began even during the 
Latin Kingdom r.md went on through ti1e centuries, re iJching its hie;,hest pre-
rnoclern point in the sixteenth century immigration of the e:1pelled Jews of Spain 
and Portugal. In the historic imo.glnaticn of the Je,,•ish -people, of course. the 
c.ymbolic ty-pe of the medieval rilgrim to JP.ru~nlPm ha('! been and rem nins the great 
figure of Jutlah Halevi, .~ourneiring to dnngerons Jerusalem in a tiny twelfth 
century boat, leaving behind h::.m ::n Spa~.n, home and 1;arden, family and fritnds, 
epitomizing a central motive of Jewish history in one line: "My heart is in the 
East but I mn in the furthest \iest, 11 ~inging megnJ.ficent hymns to Jf'ruralem, 
"fairest of view, delight of the world, city of the great king, 11 dying -- accord
ing to tradition -- at the Wail in l-!' Wall. 

Pilgrim after pil e; rim made his ·way to Jerus[llEm, and by the middle of the 
nineteen th century -- the thresho:.d of ou.r Pra - - ei ..:,ht thousand of the aJ)proxi
mately 15,500 totg,l :populfltion of Jerusalem were Jewr. In 1837 with Sir Moses 
Mm1tefiore 1 s aid the fir8t hous s outside the walled Old City were built by Jews, 
and ever since, almost conr,..,J.etPly as the rA su.J. t of Jewish effort, love and finan
cial investment, the 1~ ew Cl ty has gro,,.n to its 'Present size and magnificence. its 
Jewish population reach tng almost 100,000. This was no simple accident. from 
the economic and geoP.raphteal vie JPOint Jernsal em has almo~t no ,ju.s tifi cation 
for a large popula tion -- it h~ s grown because, throughnut the ages and particu
larly in the seventy years of modern Zionist resettlement, Je ws have cherished 
it, looked UJ"On it as their natural capitol, felt it-·- in the religious sen~e -
particularly 11meritor-tous, 11 particularly desirAble, to live ln it. 



.. . , .. 

Three thous~nd ye;;..rs of Jewish dev~tion to Jeru~alen reached their cltmax 
in the incredible cou)'"age, solf-sacrifice and endurance \\·hich enabled the Je\ ·s 
of Jeru'"-'alem to endur,., hn.nger, thirst, and "uombardment b~r the Arab Legi0n in 
the dres.dful months oi' he mode.'!l siege of ~Pru~alem. An oroin?cy city co1ld 
hardly ha.ve been held nnd.er such adver$e circ.umstances. Savtn~ Je ·ish J(')1"U~olem 

mea."lt to every one of its besieged inhabitants sPving the heart of Jewish histo1·J 
and faith the heart of modern Tsrriel. That h ~art, oo saved, mnst not now r,e 
cut away. 

"If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning •.. 11 

9/16/49 



PRESIDENT HARRY S TRUMAN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 

IN BEHALF OF CONGREGATION OF 
--~--c~·;me)_____ -- Tcity) 

COMPRISING A MEM13ERSHIP OF __ F.AMILIES, .AND G.ATHERW AT 
- ( nnrll ber) 

THIS HIGH HOLIDAY PERIOD, SACID;D 1I10 JEWRY THROUGEOUT THE WORLD, -WREN OUR 

AGE-OLD PRAYERS ]'ILL OUR IIEARTS .AND MINDS WITH IMPEHISHA13LE LONGING FOR 

JERUSAL»t, THE CITY OF ZION, ! H.A'V E BEEN INSTRUCTED TO E..~TIESS THE FEELINGS 

OF DISFAVOR AND DISA.GRBllfl•~NT OF THE M~MBEiiSHIP OF THIS CONGREGATION WITH 

THE RECCMMEND.ATIONS OF THE U .N, FALESTIUE CO}JC'!LIATION COMMISSION TO 

INTEBNA'I1IONALIZE THE CITY OF JERUSALEM. IN OUR VIEW 1.rHIS NEW PL.AN TO 

PLACE Al1L JERUS.AL:EM UN!®R U. N • JURISDICTION IS UNJUS·r, UNREALISTIC AND 

IMPRAC1rICABLE. '.l1HE CONCEBN OF THE CHlUSTIAU WORLD JfOR THE SHRINES AND 

HOLY PLACES IN JERUS}\LEM IS EAStlY t'NDERS'l1ANDABLE AND IS SH.AriED BY ALL 

JEWS. Bu'T ONLY TEE HOLY PLACES -- AND NOT THE WHOLE OF THE CITY -- SHOULD 

BE PLACED UNDER UNITED NATIONS SWEinrISION. MAY WE EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT 

JERUSALJ!l-1 WILL BE RESTORED AS THE ROCK AND HOPE O:B, ISRAEL. MAY WE RESPECT

FULLY URGE THAT THE U. S .. DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NA:'IONS REJECT ANY PLAN 

WHICH WOULD SEVER THE NEW CITY OF JERUSALFM FEOM THE STATE OF ISRAEL. 

SIGNED 

9 /16/ 49 



THE PRESIDENT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 

DRAFT QI JIii 

DURING THIS SACRED PERIOD OF JEWISH F?STIV'ITY AND PRAYER MAY WE, ON 

BEHALF OF TH~ CONG!GGATION __________ OF ----~--
(name) • (city) 

AND REPRESENTING A ME.MBERSHIP OF -----or--- FAMILIES, RESP:JCTFULLY 
(nwnber) 

PETITION YOU TO TAK:S COGNIZANCE OF THE mrJOs•r AND UNR3ALISTIC RECOMMENDA-

TIONS OFFERED BY THE UN PALESTINE CONCILIATION COMMISSION TO INTER_ 

NATIONALIZE THE ENTIR~ CITY OF J~RUSALll1. W~ VIEW THESE RECOMMENDATIONS 

AS A TRAGIC AND IMPRACTICABL"S SCHEME TO .S~1l'TLE THE THORNY PROBLEM OF THE 

FUTURE OF THS HOLY CITY. THE NEW CITY OF JERUSALEM, WHICH COMPRISES THE 

MAJOR PORTION OF THE C !TY, IS 95 PERCENT JEWISH IN POPULATION. ANY PLAN 

TO DEPRIVE IS~L OF THE NEW CITY WOUIJ) ROB THE JEWISH STATE OF ITS HEART 

AND SOUL. MAY W~ RESP~CTFULLY POINT OUT THAT 90 PERCENT OF THESE SACRED 

INSTITUTIONS LI~ WITHIN THE WALLS OF THE OLD CITY NOW UNDER THE CONTROL 

OF THE ARABS. THE ISRAELI GOVERNM::,1NT HAS ALREADY GRANTED FREEOOM OF 

ACCESS TO ALL HOLY PLACES WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION AND IS WILLING TO ACCEPT 

U .N. SUPERVISION OVER THESE HOLY SHRilIBS. ,AS AMERICANS AND JEWS WE VOICE 

OUR CONCERN OVER THlS MOST REC~11T PLAN TO PL.A.CE JERUSAL.~,i UNDER ALIEN 

JURISDICTION AND SEGREGATE THE CITY BUILT BY JEWISH TOIL AND SACRIFICE 

FROM THE STATE OF ISRA..~L. WE RESP:SCTFULLY EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT THE U.S. 

DELEGATION TO THE UNI'l'ED NATIONS WILL REFUSE TO ACCEPT ANY PLAN WHICH WOULD 

DEPRIVE ISBAEL OF 'l'HE NEW CITY OF JERUSALEM. 

SIGNZD 

9/16/ 49 
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NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE 

SEPTEMBER 15, 1949 

Jerusalem and the U. N. 
The proposal of the United Nations Pales

tine Conciliation Commission for perma
nent internationalization of Jerusalem, 
whatever its theoretical attractiveness may 
be, appears to have been far outrun both 
by time and events. It is not merely a 
question of the Israelis' refusal to cede their 
rights in Jewish Jerusalem, although this 
alone would make the U. N.'s task of taking 
over the entire city a formidable one, but 
also of the practicability and effectiveness 
of the Conciliation Commission's proposal. 
There was a time, perhaps, when interna
tionalization, which was suggested in the 
U. N.'s original partition resolution of 1947, 
might have been imposed; but it was the 
Israeli Army and not the U. N. which saw 
to it that the partition of Palestine became 
a reality. The fighting for Jerusalem proper 
left the Israelis in possession of the New 
City and King Abdullah's Arab Legion in 
control of the Old City, and the complete 
acquiescence of both sides would be a pie
requisite to any plan for treating the city 
as a whole. 

The commission's plan, as a matter of 
fact, envisages the internationalization not 
only of Jerusalem but of a sixty-square-mile 
enclave around the city, including Bethle
hem. Although many of the city's admin
istrative functions would be reserved to the 
U. N., each side would police its own zone, 
atld the holy places, which constitute the 
crux of the entire Jerusalem question, would 
be open to all. But the important question 
of what kind of citizenship the resident.s 
of the area would hold is left untouched, 
and there is, as yet, no U. N. police force 
powerful enough to make internationaliza
tion effective on all levels, or even to guar
antee access to the holy places in case they 
should be threatened. Furthermore, en
claves of this sort have a way of creating 
problems rather than settling them, and 
the Jerusalem area is lacking in the natural 
advantages that sometimes enable a port, 
!or example, to exist as an entity. 

That the United Nations, as the repre
sentative o! the world community, has a 
rightful place in' Jerusalem, is denied by 
none. The Israeli government has repeat
edly and consistently expressed its willing
ness to have the U. N. supervise the holy 
places, not only in Jerusalem but elsewhere, 
and there is no reason to doubt that both 
the letter and spirit of such an agreement 
would be rigidly adhered to. It is conceiv
able, also, that the U. N. could perform 
valuable service as a mediator in the city 
ami as a guardian of the rights of outside 
parties. There is no reason why a satisfac
tory compromise along the lines set forth 
by the Israeli government should not be 
worked out and, in time, become acceptable 
to all interested parties. But stability in 
Palestine scarcely seems likely if the U. N. 
persists in a now outdated plan of setting 
up a third state in a country that is barely 
large enough for two. 
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JACQUES TORCZYNER 

2 West 46th Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

September 19, 1949 

Many thanks for accepting to speak at our 
November 29th dinner. I promise you that you w.i.11 not be 
subjected to many speeches and that your address will be in 
the early part of the program. 

I am sending you enclosed excerpts of a 
speech by Dr. Goldmann held at the General Zionist Conference 
which took place last week in Paris. I received this report 
from Hannah Stein who writes me that Dr. Goldmann was not very 
popular at the Conference notwithstanding the fact that he 
spoke there as the savior of the z.o.A. Hannah Stein also 
believes that we have a chance to become the majority in the 
Confederation. She has established .friendly relations w.i th 
the delegates from France, Belgium, Germany, Austria, Denmark 
and even from Poland. I suggested to her that she go on a 
visit to North Africa as the North African Jews w.1.11 have a 
very strong delegation at the forthcoming congress. 

I am informed by an unimpeachable source that 
Mr. Frisch is determined to replace Charles Ress as the head 
of the Keren Hayesod by Mr. Benjamin Browdy. Very soon Mr. 
Browdy will be placed by Mr. Frisch at the head of fYV8ry can
mittee and I wonder what Mr. Frisch -rr.i.11 have left to do. 

With no further news for the moment, I remain 
as always with best regards, 

S ncerely yours, 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

e,_.""'-,, f)"'Jd'"lalloll& 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Miz:rachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zerie Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver , 
THE TEMPLE , 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road , 
Cleveland 6 , O.~io 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

PERSONAL 

September 19 , 1949 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 
1200 EIGHTEENTH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON 6, 0. C. 

EXECUTIVE 1060 

Many thanl:s for your letter of Septe 1ber 16th. I was very happy to 
le n t:1ro~h Dr . ~eumann, whon I saw over t 1.e week- end , that you are 
well and had a good rest . 

I miss you ve 
leadership and gui 
our work. 

much in~ work with t e Council . I _ave need of your 
ce and . sor .,. not to see you at the helm c rting 

The reason I telephoned rou last week was to give you an adve.nce tip 
on the appointment , by the President , of Mr . C a.rles Falv as an alternate 
delegate t o the UN . l.r . Fah~ had thoU{;ht t_ t, in view of • s connection 
with the J ewish ency and , later , ith t AZC, that his c ces of ever 
representinc; the u. S. at the UN ·were nil, and he was ve pleased t t .. is 
service with us did not prej ice his appointment . I am sure that will 
do everything possible to help . ,iay I sug est t t you ·rrite hi.n a warm note 
congr atulating him upon his ap_ ointment . His ix rtner, Philip Levy , suggests 
that you arrange to meet with r . Fahy in New York City at t1e e rliest 
opportunity and have a discussion with him of the outstandin problems . 
You a.re the one t.18.tl e will listen to . His a ·ress is at the Vanderbilt 
Hotel , 34t 1 and Park Ave . , ew York City. 

General Lucius D. Clay is a good speaker . I 1 ard speak without a 
note before the Congress of the U. s. aft er he returned fron Ger and e 
nade a profound impression. Unfortunately , General Oley is not in Was ?1Gton , 
but em be contacted b iting to him at the followin ad ess : 

General Lucius D. Clay , C/o ,rs .• W. Dwyer , S. Yarmouth , 
las sachuset ts 

I aJJ sure that if you send him a warm invitation , asking him to give you aey
avail able dates , e may- accept . I do know thct he has been accepting outside 
engagements . 

On the Washington scene , it appears as oft e present time, t t the U.S. 
wil l support tl10 statute of J erusalem recomnended by the Conciliation Commi ssion. 
There is no evidence that the press o on I srael has let up . We mu.st alwa_ys 
assuri1e t t the U. S. will 1.1ove toward a frienclly I rael position only if 
it is pressured and pushed politicall . I n all likelihood , the outsta.ndi 
probl ems will not be re ched on the ;en of the UN until after lovenber 1st . 
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Dr . Silver Septe er 19, 1949 

e Cla;pp Cort ission report will not be available until then and I doubt whether 
the U. s. Delegation will want to take a position until after t~e Senatorial 
elections in e York aJ.'e over . If the Ar.1erica11 Zionist leadership pleys the 
garne soartly, it should pressure 1r . Le to go to bat for Isro.el on Jerus-
aleo and other outstanding matters as strongly as we can et hin to do so. 
Truman will have to canpaign in New York City in his behalf and we s~ould extract 
everything we can ~rom the ~ite House before the elections. All the Jews of 
~ew York oueht not to be lined up with Lehr'la.n?l. e should remember that Dulles 
deserves so!!le sup)ort for the things he has done for Israel in the last two 
years . I tried to inpress t t point of view on ,tr . Lipsky and other leaders 
whon I saw in New York last week, and onl hope that t'ey will take advice . 
1ay I s eest that , if you are in ew York City, or asl ngton, in the near 
fut ·,re, it ould do us a lot of good if you ha.a. a friendly teJ.k with l• r . ful les . 
I am sure that he wants to help and will help if approached oy the proper people. 

I was m zed to learn , after a long convers tion with Mr . Lips , Low little 
he knew of the work of t1e Council in the past, particularly, t e tecbniaues of 
day to day ork , which bro ht about the affi ative good results under your 
leadership . He s much to learn and I hope that he ·ill be bold and brave, both 
in is plannin nd e ecution. The sta:f oft e Counc·1 has been. sharply cur-
tailed. ere is not ouch . 1oney available a.'1.d t e inter-party strife and in-
decision are ruinou~ . Sone cay -- and I only hope it is not too late --Ben
Gurion and Shaxett will wake up and realize th t, only under your firm leader-
ship rill I srael be able to continue to win t 1e _Joliticel victories of the fut e . 

With all good 1 ishes for a p.._y and Prosperous ew Yec!X to ou, rs . 
Silver and the far.1ily, I an 

, oc• t cordially yours, 

an • Schulson 

F.AS/.:rp 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

3 42 MADISON A VENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

PERSO tAL AND CO IDENTIAL 

AIR lAIL October 17, 1949 
SPECIAL DELIVE~Y 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The TeLiple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Si lver: 

J.i,ncloeed is a con~r of a letter which I recei v d 
from Rabbi JPro.ce Ung r on October 16, 1949. 

I a also enclosin a cony of a r ply which I have 
today sent to~~. Lipsky. It is quite apparent th t 
.•.r. Lipsky, in col la bore tion with Dr. ~hum Gold nn 

nd others, ia eter ned to dispense with the ser
vices of key employees who serv,d under your adwinia
tration. 

I sha. l deepl a9preciate ny 1 elp and advice 
rou can g i •te e. 

ith all ood wi hes, lam 

·ba t cordially yours, 

HAS: 1iB 
ncl. 

r . .Je 

'i-8 .3t . , 
o V AZ"' office 

o.c., ad copy tot 
L> 

I, man A. Schul son 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

nd 
8 

on, 
s. 11 b sure to 

Hada1aah, Women'• Zioni,t Organization of America • Baahomer Batzair • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 

Misrachi Or1anisation of America • United Zioni1t Labor Partr (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioni1t Organization of America 

ti) Zionl1t1-Ren1iom1t1 of America 



' American Zionist En,ergeucy Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 

•r . .,_ A. llobulaoa 
1100 11th l\reet, I. W. 
Jodli IOI ltrac ldldiq 
Wuld.qton I, D. O. 

Deu .,, 

COPY 

October 14, lN8 

A.a ,ou han lmom, thia Oounoil ba1 Men undeioinl oon■1""1>1• 
nonanisatioa cwe tu l.Ut r.., 110Dth1. ~ obur• _,,. •• 1n-
1tiatH atteo'1q 1IO'\ on17 \ha operation• •t alao '• natt oa all 
lffel.1. lone ot thi■ bu bem done without oareflal. \boght aa4 plu
llilll and IJIIP&tbltio oon■idiaratlon tor tie 1Ddiri.nel1 inYolYed. 

It 1a with rep-et \hat I .at 1nfo111 ~ t tbll clloln.oa to extend 
the p1'00ea1 ot reorsllll•151en \o tlle W.llb~n otftoe. I ••t \hen
ton, notU, 7011 of 'he tenatna1'1on of 70v aern.oe1 etteoii•• 6otober 
a, 19•. In ordu that 79111.1AJ hoe tbi laeneft\ of tear ••u' no\1oe, 
• an prepared to ~ 7.0III an aclditional t110 web' Nl.117. latural.l.T 
wan pnpaed alao to~, 7ou 1nenno• p.,- ot nine and on►halt 
WND •ountl.nl to tJ.,111.10 1a additicm. 

l oannot; 1end thia 1•''-r without apre11iq t. J'(M.l, tor tJae Oounoil 
uad r,u ooll-•, dNp p-a\i\uM and pernMl attantOD. Alt~ 
w Ila•• not had • ~t7 '9 wrk '-•th•r tor •er, log, I .-i1t 
&Lao \o expn•• •1 o• appreoiatton '° 10• tor 7-.r aid, oovaael aad 
M.eadM1p. 

11th earnen _.. w.taN, l • 

~Tov■, 

n,oe 1 ......... 
._oldlw Dtr..-r 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

AI R l\tAI L 

r . Abba illel Silver 
The Temple 
Cl eveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Si lver : 

October 18 , 1949 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

On Wednesda night , .ove ~er 2 , at 8 o'clock, i v.anhattan 
Center , .. ew York (34 t. j ust west of Ei ghth .. venue), the A i e ican 
Zionist Uou.ncil wi l l hold a public ~nass 1eeting devoted to the 
Jerusalem question. This 1eet ing is to be a constructi ve one , 
not a pro test , in keepin6 with the whole spi rit of t he trea.twent 
of thi s issue. 

Th enbers of the J$!xecuti ve Gouncil , together with~~. 
Lipsky, the Chairman, and myself , f0el most strongl y that your 
nresenc e and part i ciuation in the p ograhl of that evening is of 
s i gnal i 1 .. i:?ortance. ~ I t herefo re for .:i l l y invite you nd warmly 
urge yo u to come and be airong the n r i ncipal 3peakers. There will 
be but two other 11 jor addresses - - one by :.a- . Eb n and nother by 
Dr . Goldmann. i','e are also inviting :)r. einhol d iebuhr, to 
repr esent the Christian Zionist~ and I•il's . Saruel W. Halp rin , to 
speak on behal f of An,erica.n women Zionists, a.s ··1el l a s a.n orthodox 
Riibbi to speak i n Yi ddi sh. 

I sincerely hope that .rou wil l be abl e to come and I await 
your accep t ance with h igh anticination. 

·Ii t h warn greetings . I am, as ver 

Affec t ionately yours , 

bbi 
Execu 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadaiiah, Women'• Zioni1t Organization of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
Mizrachi Organisation of America • United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut AYodah-Poale Zion) • Zioni1t Organization of America 

..,._ ~ Zloniste-Revi1ionbt1 of America 



Confidential Uo, 5 

.AMERIO.AU ZIOIUST COUUCIL 

MIUtJr:ES OF MllrIHG OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

October 20. 1949 

A m~eting of the Executive Committee of the .AJnericrui Zionist Council was 
held on Thursda:r, October 20, 1949 at 3:00 P .M •• at 342 Madison Avenue, new 
York City. 

PRESEUT: 

Mrs. Judith Epstein (presiding), Benjnmin o. ~rowdy, Pinchas Cruso, Beinish 
Epstein, Louis Segal, Harry Torczyner, Yehud.a 1ryberg. 

Rabbi Jerome Unger. 

... ..... --
Mrs. ]pstein presided in the absence of Hr. Lipsky. 

A question had been raised as to whether substitutes are permissible on 
the Executive Committee or ~hether the eleven persons who constitute the Execu
tive Committee are to be considered as tl1e Executive in their nersons. It was . ~ 

agreed that substitutes are permitted, provided that they are members of the 
Council. 

It was pointed out that under the former ~dministration, executive direc
tors of the constituent pa::~-ties had been invited to Council meotings. However, 
the Executive ruled_ since party representatives and officers a.re present, there 
is no need to invite party executive directors. 

Mr. Segal made a motion that the Executive Committee appoint a subcommittee 
to formulate a program of activities for the Co\lncil outside of the activiti~s 
wnich can be called "emergency," and was informed by Babbi Unger that this step 
had already been taken at the September 8, 1949 meeting of the Coi.mcil. Mrs. 
Epstein added that the question is unde+ consideration at the Je1.vish .Agency, and 
f~lt that it would be premature for us to consider it until the .Agency is further 
along in its own thinking on the matter. 

Mr. Epstein stated that he had suggested last summer a Congressional dele-:. 
gation to Israel under our auspices, but that he had been overruled at 1;he time. 
now press reports indicate that there is a Congressional committee in the liiddle 
East at present, but unfortunately, without the benefit of' our guidance. In 
view of' the :present Congres~ional recess, Hr. Epstein felt that this was an op
portune time for us to sponsor a Congressional delegation to Israel. It was 
decided that Mr. Lipsky should be askedto di~cuss this -with the Agency. 

In connection with the severa.'lce of Mr. Schul son• s services from the Wash
ington office, Hrs. Epstein reported that a meeting of the officers of ~ he Cc;>lmcil, 
after a careful consideration, had decided that in consonance with the general 
reorga.'lizntion of the Council, a new set-up in Washington was desirable. Mr. 

(more) 
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Schulson had been informed by letter of this decision and had requested a hear
ing. A letter to Rabbi Unger from Dr. »nanuel Heumann protesting Mr. Schul son's 
dismissal was read to the Committee, whereupon Mrs. Epstein expressed her re
sentment over the insinuations in both !Ar. Sclnllson' s ~d Dr. Heumann• s letters 
that a "purge" had been involved. .Ute, a lq'1ly discussion, during which the 
majority of the Committee expressed the belief' that Mr. Schulson was entitled to 
a hearing, . it was decided that since Mr. Lipsky was not present and the matter 
had not originally been presented to the Executive Committee, if M:r. Lip sky 
agreed, Mr. Schµlson should be granted a hearing at the next meeting of the 
Executive 0oJDJT1ittee, or if he disagreed, that the matter should be explored anew 
at that meeting. 

Uith reference to the application by Hapoel Hamizrachi for membership in 
the Council, Rabbi Unger stat~d that it had been accorded representation on the 
Shekel Board and that t he .~gency was about to consider the matter of Hapoel Ha
mizrachi on the follo~ing fu.cy'. In the light of that information, it was agreed 
to hold our decision in abeyance, pending the .hgency1 s acti9n. 

Rabbi Unger reported on the activities of the Council. The number of.mes
sages to the ~hite Fouse from congregational groups has reached 1400. Forty 
communities have already effected reorga."lizations 9f their local committees. 
Hineteen communities have scheduled ma.ss meetings on Jerusalem, and 50 or 60 
more are in the _process of arr,mging such meetings. The .American Ch~istian 
Palestine Committee had a very successful luncheon meeting on Honday attended by 
about 45 peopl~. Their statement, sic;nod by 100 leading Christians, had been 
dispatched to the ffilite House, and had already been released to the press and 
radio sta~ions. 

. . 
Mrs. :Epstein reported that she had been enormously . i1_DI>ressed by the quality 

of the group that had . assemb1ed f9r th~ ACPC meeting. Mr. Segal suggested that 
the ACPC statement be circula·ted to t he membe:rs of the U.S. Delegation to the 

,United Uations and 1! ro Tryf;-r,e Lie. Mr. Epstein felt th:\t it should go to!!!!. 
the delegations to the Uni·tied nations. 

Rabbi Unger stated that the proposed pilgrimage to Israel during ~he Christ
mas season hnd been dropped. but a.11 E.-1.ster pile rimage had been sugc ested in 1 ts 
stead. The G9vernment of Israel would give the group top priority. Hr. Segal 
moved, it was seconded and a~proved9 that plans go forward for an Easter pilgrim
age to Israel. 

Rabbi Unger disclosed that the re:1orts on the Fall River and "7orcester 
seminars were not encouraging. A seminar in Elmira will be he~d in a few weeks. 

The CoJDJµittee approved plans for a Ueu York City seminar. 't7ith regard to 
seminars on the Ues~ Coast, it was suggested that Mrs. Epstein ~ork out tentative 
pla.~s with Dr. Voss and report on the estimated cost at the next meeting of the 
Executive Connnittee. 

In connection with the Uovember 2nd meeting at Hanhattan Center, l)r. Gold
mann and Mrs. Halprin have accepted their invitations to address the meeting. 
Dr. Silver, Dr. Niebuhr a.~d Dr. Soloveichik have declined. Dr. Daniel A. Poling 
is being asked to replace Dr. l iebuhr, and. Rabbi Burack to take the place of Dre 
Soloveichik. Mr. Eban was said to feel that the program for this meeting should 

(more) 
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be made up only of .American personalities, and that he; as an Israeli, ought 
not speak. Mr. ~stein suggested that two S~nators be invited, possibly 
Saltonstall of Massachusetts and Humphrey of Minnesota. It was decided that 
if we could obtain two Sena.tors we bow to Mr. Zoant s judgment a."ld dispense with 
his address entirely. Efforts are also being made to secure the services of 
Richard T~cker as soloist. 

Mrs. ipstein reported on her findings with regard to the Asia Institute, 
and stated that circumstanc~s at this time were not such as to lead her to recom
mend that we contribute financial support to a Jewish Institute under the ais
pices of the Asia Institute. 

The following decisions were also made: 

l) To eliminate from our plans a national conference of tionist leaders 
because of the fact that so many of our leaders have been burdened with a.tten9-
anoe at UJA and UPA conferences in Washi.ngton, and the forthcoming UJA confer
ence in Atlantic City, as well as numerous other meetings of communal leadersa 

2) To eliminate the Uovemb~ 29th meetings which were to be held through
out the country, in view of the fact that there has been an excellent response 
to our call for meetings during the period from October 31st to Uovember 6th; 

3) To urge local committees to visit their Congres~men home on recess; and 

4) In co~ection with the Jerusalem advertisement to be signed by Jewish 
organizations, to sound out these organizations as to whether their support can 
be depended upon. 

The meeting adjourned at 4t45 .P.u. 

J .u •. 
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Mr. Jt,aaD A. sohulson 
Delmont Plaa 
Iaxl.ngton & East ~th St. 
New York• New York 

lly dear Schulsona 

October 24• 1949 

'lhank you for your letter of October 17th. !Ast welc 
before I reoei"9d :,our lettc-• I spo to Rabbi tJngar 
about your forced resignation tran the Council. Thie 
morn:tna I aent a letter to the Council to be rad at 
its next meeting. I understand that tho;y will giva you 
an opportunity' to be ha rd. I h that my letter will 
help. 

W1 th all eood w: she , I NID&in 

ost cordial:cy yours, 

ADDA HILIEL SIL vm 
,IB ser 



Rabbi Je~"• Unger 
American Zionist Council 
)la Uadiaon A'ftlllUe 
}Jew York 17, .Y. 

dear Rabbi Utlgera 

October 24, 19'9 

! haw n gre tly turbed by the infonnation which I 
haw received th the Taluable aervioaa ot Jtr. H.Ymn schul
son, in charge or the ashingtcn affice o£ the American ZioD-
1.t Council, haw been terminated. I c not • eretam the 
reaaon tor it unless it be a tinancial which would tcroe 
the curtailment ot the activities or the Council aJXl the 
losing dOlm of the shingtcn office cnt rely. I trust 

that that is not tho case. 

• Schul.son has been amon th t 1u ble member• ot 
the stai'f ot the Council., 1'lhich in « t ti years carried 
out th extraordinar7 ability and success ita purposes an:l 
policies. !e a to our 10rk oth oner an fine 1n1 tiative. 
He h.Els a tine n-a ot political realiti s in hington, an 
xtens1 va cquaintame m.. th men in public lite there, and 

m at v luable contacts with ouroea ioh wo ld othend.ae 
not be aTRilable to ue. ICY ooot1dence 1n h such that 
I requested him to go to Paris <llrins the •i na ot the Ae-
811Rbq- ot the United tior.a, ani his valuable aervice• u 
L1.aieon am ~t.e.m the united st:t.ea 1 tion to the 
tJm.ted Nations, the Israeli Dalegati n nd our o anisation 
here wre MdN11t11° succeaatul and re-·'"~ pra1 by 
our people in Pari•• 

I oannot underatam ~ the Counoil mould lab to loae the 
aerviON of such an expar1enoed, wll-1.ntormed am oanable 
member ot its natt at a critical tille 1n t,ha affair■ ot 
our llovwut, 

Ve'l7 ■ inoerel7 ;yours, 

t1~1er 



Rabbi Jerane A. Unpr 
American Zionis Council 
lla llad:l.eon Avenue 
Mew York 17• Mn York 

f.t., dear Rabbi Unger I 

October 25 • 1919 

Biahop OXnam phoned me this artemoon aolioitlng IV' ooinion 
on the que~on ot Jerusalem. I atroosl7 urgad h1m to issue 
a atat.-nt 1n tff'Or ot the inclua:1.oo ot Jeruala within 
the State of Israel and in tawr ot internatio 1 eupem.aion 
ot the hol.7 plaoee. 

I had a md.lar inquiry addNaaed ta last Wlek by Seratar 
Taft and I urpd the Senator to iaeua a public stataaent u 
wll as llllke hi• op1n1on known to the PNeident; and DNn 
Acbaaon. I beU.W. th t be will do so. 

I • alao writing to Senator Dulles. H1a reoent stataent, 
1• unaatistactory. 

1th all good w1 a, I Ir •1n 

Veey ainoerely yoore, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
IS1er 

• 
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CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MUllllAY HILL 2-1160 • 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

Dr. Abba Hillel SilTer 
The Temple 
OleTeland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

It vu good to apealc to you a ■Ollent ago. 

!halalc you eo ■uch for your letter recarcl~ 
Jiehop o..a an4 Sena,or tat,. I• taldac your 
a4Tice aD4 • not pinvJ.nc it P7 further, but I 
hope -,;erl.7 that the7 will both iaaue good •tate-
unt•. 

JU:11' 

Silloerel7 7oura, 

Unpr 
nt11ou.,1ve Director 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Hadaaeah, Women'• Zioniat Organization of America • Baabomer Hatsair • Labor Zioniat Organisation of Americ•Poale Zion 
Mlsracbl Or1anisation of America • United Zlonlat Labor Party (Achdat AYodah-Poale Zion) • Zloniat Or1anisatlon of America 
~ 8 Zlonlltl-Rmalonllh of America 
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3 42 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Addreu: AMZIONIST 

Oetol»er 11, 1M8 

Ia orclar '° elilliaa\e ...... ...., ••--•• le\ter ao\ioe• 

will-~ llereat\ar lM ••' ror \Ila ,....alar •~ .. 9'1np or 

\lw. "-•• an el u.oll • • 

J'Ua 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Hada11ah, Womea'• Zionist Or1anisation of America • Basbomer Batzair • Labor Zionist Or1anisation of America•Poale Zion 
Misrachi Orpldution of America • United Zionitt Labor Party (Achdot Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zionilt Or1anbatlon of America 

0 Zionist1-Re'ri1ionitts of America 



Rabbi Jerome tqer 
lmerioan Zionist Council 
.3la diam I. ma 

York 171 l Yori 

ar Rabbi U: ra 

The enclo article b;y John Paul Jones waa brought 
to IQ" ttentJ.on. It is emeptional~ wll written, 
and I think th t the !.ioni t Council ht to male 
Uat O it. 

• _th J l 

AHSaar ~. 

• I 

o Co.a.'d:.&. u.:cy our 1 



IIIIOILt OOBl'l~ 

• 





AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

Dr. Abba Hi l lel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Sil vers 

Uovember 9, 1949 

Thank you for sending us the article by John 
Paul Jones. Miss Sulami th Scnwartz had the entire 
article in manuscript form and we are using it in 
the preparation of the pamphlet to be released on 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

the Stuey Tour made last summer by the .American Chris
tian Palestine Committee. In addition, there mey be 
other uses to which we can put this splendid article. 

Thank you for calling it to our attention and 
ith fond personal r egards, I am, as ever, 

Sincerel y yours, 

JU:Slt Exe 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Hada11ah, Women'• Zioniat Organization of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Labor Zioni t Organization of America,Poale Zion 

Mil:rachi Or1anisation of America • United Zioni1t Labor Party (Achdat Avodab,Poale Zion) • Zioni1t Organization of America 

~ Zioni1t1-Revi1loni1t1 of America 



JACQUES TORCZYNER 
2 West 46th Street 
New york, N. Y• 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Blvd. 
r,1eveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 18, 1949 

Enclosed please find a oopy of the speech 
given by ·r • Ben Gurion on November 6th and whioh we.a re
ported incorrectly in the New York Times. 

JTsS 'i'K 
Eno. 

ith best personal regards, I am 

Core ially yours, 

Jacq1~0syner 

~ 

.. . 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria 
New York uity, New York 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 30, 1949 

Aa I told you this morning, last n1ght 1a dinner 
in your honor was all that we bad hoped 1 t would be. 
It was really like old times, and I sincerely hope that 
the promise implicit in your words "well, I have had 
that reet" means that we are going to have all of you 
all of the time from now on. AlthoU&h, as you aay, there 
m81' not be an occasion whereby this Council IDS¥ ua• you.r 
addre s of last night, I personally, for myself, would 
like to have a copy of it if you have one available. 

Thia is just a reminder that the Executive of the 
Council will meet on Thursday, December 1, at 3 P.M. in 
this office. I sincerely hope that you will be with us 
on that occasion. Similarly, the lull Council will meet on 
Thursda.¥ evening, December 8, at 8&15 P.M. in the Conference 
Room. The notice for this has probably gone forth to you in 
Cleveland by now. I hope that you will be able to ~ak• that 
too. 

Encloeed is a copy of the propoaal on the territorial 
union idea which Mr. Baruch Zuckerman drafted at t,he request 
of th• Council in September as a prelimin&17 baai• for die
cuaaion. 

Vit~ fondest greetings to Mra. Silver and yourself, I 
am, aa alway• 

JU:Ei' 
Inc. 

Cordially youra, 

,~;;:--
~cutiv• Director 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hada11ah, Women'• Zioniet Organization of America • Haehomer Hatzair • Labor Zionist Organization of America,Poale Zion 
Mizrachi Organisation of America • United Zioni1t Labor Party (Achdut Avodab-Poale Zion) • Zionl1t Organization of America 
~ ZionJet•Ren1ionJ1t1 of America 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
3 42 MADISON A VENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

CONFIDElTTIAL ·-- titGZNT 

NO. 14 

December 2, 1949 

To the Local Cor.nnittees 
of the .AHERICAIT ZIOIHST comrcIL: 

The Jerusalem situation in the United Eations has taken a definitely 
unfpvorable turn . In the first test vote on internationalization, the 
United Nations Subcomni ttee of 17 voted in favor of a formal United Nat ions 
J erusaJ. em regime. The vote was 9 to 6. Canada. and India ab stained. 

To neutralize the effects of this temporary setback, it is urgent 
that you increa~e ~11 your efforts to bring to bear the full measure of 
nublic opi.nio11 on the White House, Secretary of State Doa!l Acheson, ;:nd 
Senc"tor ·warren G. Austin (Chief of U. S. Delegation to United Nations, 
2 Park Avenue, l!ew York Cit;y). 01tnQ.P..rinJLQf millions of messeges, •1im, 
po~ta.ls, letters should indic~te stron~ feel in1; aeairist um-•orka."o.Le , un,1ust 
plnn for internationalization of Hol~ City of Jerusalem. 

Continue contacts among Christian and liberal groups and personal 
cont~cts ~ith local Senators and Representatives and other officials. 
This 1~ of equal importance with flood of oess~ges a~ requested Above. 
Similarly, radio time, .!!§wspaper editori~ls and letters to the editors 
will aid greatly. 

tie invite your attention to the enclosed news item a9pearing in 
today I s Uew York Times which \·rill indicate exactly how the most recent 
turn of events has affected the Jerusalem ~1tuation. 

JU:LD 
Enc. 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

\'\,, 'l.,c,,·-...e ( 1.,1.(,, l.,,--

J e?ome Unger 
Executive Director 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassob, Women's Zionist Organization of America • Hasbomer Hatzair • Labor Zioniat Organization of America-Poale Zion 
Mizrnchi Organization of America • United Zionist Labor Party (Acbdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zionist Or1anization of America 

at111~@ Zioniate-Reviaionieta of America 
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•ollan, ne lo n, ,.. w11ld. l'alM era 1\11 Ni•••• 
•ali•" •• .. ftatl.. • after neat, aane, 

11• r "'•• r att n -~- tar u\ •ieh .. 
lt 111111 lara tu ...ie of lalat.17. 

I tlllak I n -.14 -·--• I Nl1en I lmlil• 
■Jia n\•ll-1aafr ttie 
a,irit la .-le 1, 1• m\ • I h ft a 
allr •tt I .--..... •· t fftlll \aka \rouW.• atul •• , ..... 11 I Nel l• 1 N ....... 

1 Ira. I. 

,,... 

I 
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-•ber 9, 1949 

Boa. llo8h• Sharett 
Iarael.1 Coanlate 
le• York, I.I. 

D r ■r. baretta 

I ha.Ye jut h•Nl the aa4 n- ot the tJ. • '90te. I a atreaely 
llllllaPPJ abo t. it, parl.ieularly aia .. I til"ll17 bell••• it eoul.d 
ban hen a'9014e4. 

What. I ber• writ• 1• not. r"riaatol"J' nor deatMaotiY• oritici• 
bat oal7 been•• I know thia -nt• 1• aot the lat wot"d, and beoauae 
I hope coa1trati•• au ••tiona will now perbap• be acceptable. At 
the ri8k of the pro-r rbial treataent 1ina free adYi •, I rep•t 
to 10• 1111 laat wo?'da apoken to 7011 at the 0.1. final Tot• loTaber 
29'1a, 1947. •Do aot negleet .&llericaa J-. Do not under• tillate 
their power. •••ber Jaerioan J'en alao lNilt Israel•. 

Yo• kao• what I did ill '47. Io• kMY • I ncceede ia awitohiq 
Haiti, Philippiae, Pal"apq to TOte •-,•• ad how I kept !rgeatina 
to •abatua•. Th••• Tot•• 1••• th• deai 2/)N •jorit7 a.ad kelp 
create Tb• State of I•rael. !011 lmo• I •••- -, 1•••• organiaatioa 
tor the tun -k at. the tJ.I. and-, aaaociati • hroupollt Latia
.berioa to ••hi••• \he fiaal TOte. Io kaow •• did not lea•• th••• 
delept.•• out of r alpt., aetwJl7 u4 ptjJ'ai•lly• n• to aannc on• 
of-, aaNeiat•• ait with•• del.,a\ioa •unq th• TOtin period, 
nil• I Nt on th• no.r, to be aur• there would be ao chance at the 
1 •• , .... ,. ad tiul.17 JOU aaew, I spared neither till• nor IIOUJ \o 
aehin• th• dea1N4 renltJ and bMauH no on• had aaked •• to part.ioi
pate an4 I 41.4 not want the Ac--, to ban a Di.ell•'• esp n•• oa-, 
aooo t, I cant• •91 rq per80Nl elaeoka tor tu,000.00 to OOTer 
all•.,_••• lao•rr- bJ Hor tlat"Ollp ... 

I t.ll• t.ol• 70, and thi• i• tu wbole peiat ot.., letter, :tAttl ltl at 
19111 •- nrau 1a M&t UpiW Stat•• w ftild bat• done what I 
414 1( ew thu hf4 btw yllf4 •-• o.. or thoM I paninlarlJ 
■eatlone4 a.a ■r. l..vray of Ua• lnitet Pruit r-oap197. I poiate4 oat 
to 1•• tbat -, aoti n t1 •• 81lMr aeeiU111t toi- I Id.gilt j at •• liul.7 
Ila•• ret raed \o the Un.1\M St.ate, froa a trip abroad a••* lat r rather 
than o tbe nipt, of the M loo Co■• ftte. Iv 7011 not to ke the 
■i•tak• aga1a of t eal.11111 o u •• l••• n4 fiaally I •na• 7ou that 
1 W01114 apia amt qaill n ... our llel.p, that 7ou ahoul.d not ne1leet. 
Aaerieaa 1- no d14 or oould llelp.,.. Yet it took w k• ud ... ta and 
tiaal.17 a lharp note to 7011r otfioe to ff ban th• write• •thank 7 • 
to --• who llel,-4 ••• 
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llr. .. •• Sbarett 
_,_ llee•lJer 9, 1949 

J t ~tore hie ru~ tiae. It was too late. 

_ I diellk• writing thia. I do not bow whether I should, eapeoially 
ainee I know the pride all I•~••li• ban 1a tlleir aceoapll baeata 
to date. I now 7011 all nat to be oa 7ou-r o• (I a011etia•• thiak 
I•r••li• ha-n d.e'Nloped a wr•• iateriorlt7 C<J11Plex th.a Ina ff r 
had la Diaapora). 

ay experleno• or the past two ynr1 wi I ■rael.1 ol'tioialdo■ ha• 

conrlneed •• not toner expeot ur, reoopition ot a trieadl7 at, or 
adriee Ulll••• one 1• au:ecl for it, ancl Wiles• one makes Israel P.9-7 

tor it 1• ad:Yan.ee at au eshorbitant prio•. 

Bowner, •• ia a 1n. Ola• ftll\a to llelp. .l 1ew ■uat elp• ther► 
f'oN thia letter. I llope 70• will AOt be offended by-, fn.llkll••• 
and "111 take it 1• th• apirit it 1• 11..-... It ia not ■-at to be 
pereonal ill u7 ••••r. I ho,. it •1 be ji.ftn soae weight aad laelp 

aT014 tutu.re !ifaoo• and trnble. 

With peraoul. rep.rd• an4 belieTe •• wi 
airatiOll tor you perNPall.7, I u 

FC1hi 

h reateat reapeot an4 ad-

Fruk Cob.• 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

386 FOURTH .AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. Cable Address, "WISHCOM, NEW YORK" 

Telephone MURRAY HILL 5-0181 

JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Presidn,t JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorar1 Prtsidtnt NATHAN M. OHRBACH, Nrw Yori, Pict-President 
RALPH E. SAMUEL, New Yori, Pict-President 
DAVID SHER, NtW Yori, l'ict-Prtsidtnl 

IRVING M. ENGEL, Chairman Extcuti'fle Committee HERBERT H. LEHMAN, Honorary Yice-Presidn,t 
VICTOR S. RIESENFELD, Chairma• Admini,trati'fle Commiltee SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF, Honorary Pict-President 
ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN, Treasurer HERBERT B. EHRMANN, Bolton, /'ice-President JESSE H. STEINHART, San FranciJCo, Yiet-Prtsidmt 

ALAN M. STROOCK, Nrw Yori, Jlict -Prnident 
FRANK L. SULZBERGER, Chica10, /liu-PrelidenJ 

GUSTAVE M. BERNE, A11ociate Trtlll»rtr MILTON W. KING, Wa1hin1ton, Yice-Prtsidn,t 
EDWARD A. NORMAN, Stcretar1 FRED LAZARUS, Ja., Ci1'ci.nati, l'ict-Prtsidmt 
JOHN SLAWSON, E1rtcuti'fle Yict-Prtsidnt 

Dr. A.bl». Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

December 14, 1949 

The name or Hyman A. Sohulaon has come to our attention in 
connection with a possible vaoanoy- on our overseas at.arr. The poeition 
would involve the administration or an i mpor tant part or our cultural 
program with a minimwa of guidance troa the home of'tice. 

We understand that you know or Mr. Schulson's work. It would 
therefore be ot great help to us it you vould give us your view or hie 
understanding or Jeviah lite both here and abroad, his administrative 
abilit7, hi• abilit7 to aeet and discuss with d1plo11ate, high represen
tatives, eto., hia initiative, his creativit7, his work habits, hie 
leadership qualities. 

Please be assured that suoh intorM.tion u you submit will be 
held in atrict confidence. 

Sincerely yours, 

/ 

Lillian L. Sllirlook 
Personnel Assistant 

43Ro ANNUAL MEETING· HOTEL PLAZA, NEW YORK• JANUARY 20-22, 1950 
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urs. FJ:'llllk Cohan 
86 Oentral Park et 
In York, H8W York 

UT de_. a. Cohens 

December 1.6, 1949 

Thank you tor your ld.ndneae in aen:ling me copies ot the letter• hich 
• Cohen addrused to • Ben Qurion and ur. Sharett.. I read thaa 

with great interest. I can .tu.l]T understand tm •hllgnn am im:lgna
tion or llr. CObln. other• tel t 1 t, too. Thi wrl.1' attitude ot top • 
Iara.11 otticiala towrdll American ?J.oniet leaderehip, tbtir avid par
ti..nehip which ola1Jnetl. exclwd.ft credit tar ewrybhirc which bu takaD 
place, and abcmt an, their dillONditing NJ!.7 ~• yaar ot tm Altari
oan Zionht leader• which reaw.t.ed both 111 tbl 1'1nanc:lal ool.lapN ot 
the 19L9 UJA oeaptlgn and the~umel'IL1.n1.ql ot the Zionist po8ition 1n 
WUhington, conat1tute a Nd etarr indNd <>f human tnilt)" am polit1• 
cal imp\itude. 

What 1a 9ftD are aerioua 1a ti. attempt which 1a noa- being •de to 
giw the illpreeaion that the .Amerioan goYel"mant, wu am 1a w1 th u 
on th9 iaue ot ti. internatioraU ■at.1.on ot Jeruulm. While ti. Amer
ican IOft?"lliliilD't oppoaed the llo-oalled "A\l8tirelianll N80lution, it 
atated time and again at the A•••~ that it •• 1n ravw ot an 111-
ternat-ional regima ot thl c1v - Conoiliat1on Ocnl1•~ >on Plan in a 
aod1.f1ed fGll'lle Again, while it YOt.id • ~Mt the • Au8'rallant' reaolu
tion1 it R:t cl.Hr that it Ull"'8a no dipl.Cllatic pre■nre upon 1111T td 
the gowrs ate thin· t.be apbln ot 1te intluenoe to do 111an1•, and 
b7 ite inaot.ion, insured mare than a two-third• 11·ote tor thll reeolution 
which wu adopted. 

The extent ot our d1plclllatic deftlat beoomea ftllll mare apparent wban om 
rNl1■•• that while 1n 1947 w bad to win two-tb1rda ot the state■ to • 
our ai<S.• cm tll8 iasua ot Jeruwaltn w had lo wln on~ ~ of the 
atatea plue om to kNp the hostile reeolu\1.on .trom beiiig i2oplede 

th all good wishes, I rau~n 

lloat oordi&lq :,aura, 

ABBA HDJ& SILVER 
A ,_. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
3 42 MADISON A VENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL ·2-1160 • NEW YORK 17 , N. Y. 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 
Co "MT...._'l'~~--•At· 

.L ~ J. .LJ.!'.Jl: ':£:L -- traGEUT 

Dectnber 16, 1949 

To the Loc~l Commjttees 
of the .Al!ERICAlT ZIONIST COUJ;:'CIL: 

'I.he recent action taken b.,- the Govcrn~ent of I oracl transferring 
offices of the Isreeli cepital to JcruG~leu v&s no sudden decision but 
t ·1e cont inurnce of a process beguu severA.l months :::1.i:;o . '.l'l e 'ollo••ring 
paragraphs fro1::i Premier David Ben-Guri~n I a statement of December 13th 
to the Kneaset explain the ren.sonin.;.> behind this nc·1.-r development. I 
quote : 

11 As c-oon a~ the ficht i ng sto-r)1,ed v.re be ;an tr[lns-
f err1 n ~ covert.i" ent office to Jerusalem, nnd creating 
cond-itions, hich n cap1.t c1l needed -- effective com
municat ion J , oco10mic and te !lmicr .. d l'..rran~e1.1e:mtso 
Ve re contjnuin~ with the t~ nsfer of tho goverLment 
to Jerue•a le1.1 nnd hope to complete it as soon es possible . 

11 'Whcn tl:e fir('.lt Xne;;se t openP-d in J{,rusalom on the 14th 
of Fobrnar;r, J.S ... 0 s ,he o •· ere not ac.~s_uate fc.. cili ti s 
for its no :..·J..1o=il f,rnctionin~ in t !1e cer,i tal , and it was 
nccessa.1.· to tr9.r sfer its se..,sion tc L_por 3.rily to Tel-Aviv . 
The re qui rod arrur J;erreJJ. ts in J erur,nl eill arc on the verce 
of cof!'.pletion and th re is nothin,;, now to prevent the 
1:necset from returning to J erusAlem. 11 

In discussing this latest Jerusalem development, make certain to 
bring home the point that the Knesset I s action wP,s not lnnnched in 
dPfi , nco of the_United lRtio.n,_~. This 1a not a proclamation of 
Jerus0lem as the c i')it~l . The tr nsfer of the govcrnmont seat t o 
Jerus8lem was begun several wonths prior to the cons i deration by the 
United 1 ations of the Jorusalem is~ue . Pleane mak/3 this cl9ar in 
s-neakin.o; to editors , Christians , poJ.itJ.qnl figures , etc..u... or in 
correctin.g: any erroneous imp:r.!3Jlr?.lons tl~'lt IllAY . crop np i n the press , 
r:)dio . periodic::,l ~ and lee:ture....nJ-Jl.tform . 

• 
CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Hadau ah, Women'• Zionist Organization of America • Haahomer Hatzair • Labor Zioni1t Organization of America-Poale Zion 
Mizrachi Organization of America • United Zionist Labor Party (Achdat Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zionilt Organization of America 

atlll!ll8D@ Zioni1t1-Reri1ioni1tt of America 



~·Te wired you today cn.lling for the utilization of Chanukl·ah services 
in the Synagogues and other meetings and gatherings in your community to 
focus attention on the Jerusalem question. It is important th?,t cables 
be sent to Prime :anister David Ben-Gurion, e}.."})ressin~ the nolidari ty of 
the Jews of America. The copy of I-Ir. Lipsky's cable of December 12, sent 
to you in our last memorandum, can serve as a form. Send the message to 
us ruid we shall forvard it for you • 

* • * 

These next few weeks are crucial for our work. t'le uust see to it -

QM - That the United Sto,tes mn.intains 1 ts present view on the 
Jerusalem question and ,-,orks for revision of the U. N. 
resolution; 

Two - That the contrast bet" een the eminently fair and t·JOrkable 
I sreeli proposals mid the impr~ctica.ble and unjust U .N. 
resolution is kept before the public min,l; 

Three - That the forces opposed to us which broueht about the 
present situation, namely the Arab States, the Soviet Union, 
the VaticAn, are exposed and their objectives analyzed; 

Four - That dj.scussion and pres,...ure for a revision of the U. N. 
resolution be accelerated; 

Five - That the dengers to the prestige of the U. N. in this 
situation be emphasized. 

Stress the_J?_Q_sitive in vour _pnq_lic--1:..el n.~ion§.._:u~tivi~ies. This is the 
moment for which we hn.ve been urging you to est ablish t~1e •ride st poss ible 
and best contacts with press ;:ind ra.dio, ,ith Christians and liberals,and 
in all circles where we can expect to find support. 

* 

We are enclosing four items th~.t 'lirill be valuable for you in discussion 
with your friends: 

~ - An offset of Premi er Ben Gurion's addre ss to the Knesset; 

!..Lg_ - An excollent editorial from th0 ,e •r York _Herald Trib~ of 

De cembor 15, 19·19; 

Three - A reprint of the highly f a.ctnal article by iliss Lillie Shultz, 
"The Jerusalem Stor~··: A Victory for the Va.tican 11 , from ~ 
N~tion of December 17, 1949; 

Four - Analytical comi.1ents on the Jerusalem situation. 

I am confident that you ,-,ill see to 1 t tha t this material gets into 
the right hAnds. Additional copies are e.vDil'able . 

• • • 



In addition to sending us cable mes~!.ges to be forwarded to Prime 
Minister Ben-Gurion and to the focusing of attention through Chanukkah 
meetings on the Jerusalem q~esticn. please also do the f~llowing: 

One 

Two 

- Have J e\ i sh organizations and n2.n,_-Jet:,ish organizations 
(of all kinds - American Le~ion, Rot ary, etc.) adopt 
resolutions expressing gratification that the United 
States voted ae;ainst Australia's proposal and urging 
the United States to work for rovisi.on of the U. lT . 
.r,esol 1.1tion. Send resolutions to Secretary of State 
Dean Acheson and send a copy to us. 

- In addition to all foregoing instructions talk revision 
in all circles. 

Three - On the basis of background material h c r etii th provided 
arrange to have editorials in your local press and have 
letters to the editors signed by the mo~t si~ni f icant 
names_ 

Four - Keep us promptly informed of all your activities and 
send us all resolutions, newspaper clippings and Rll 
other pertinent matter. 

Jerusalem is and will al way s be .. Te Ji sh ! 

With warm ChaJ1ukkah greetinr;s , I am 

JU:EF 
Encs. 

Sincerely yours, 
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ANALYTICAL COTIJ~D-rTs ON THE JERUSAL»~ SITUATION 

After the TJ.N. A3sembly Resol11tion 

by 

Eliahu Een-Horin 

Adviser on Middle Ea~t Affairs to the American Zionist Council 

The Internati one,li u1ti on Al lia.nce 

The alliance of forcer,, which won the day in the United Nations General 
Asse111bly, on behalf of the complete internationalization of Jerusalem and its 
vicinity, consisted - as is well known by now - of three main elements~ the 
Arab States, the Soviet bloc and the Catholic countries. This is, to say the 
least, a very strange political T)artnership . If one recalls the deep animosity 
and outri 6ht political w&.rfare between the Vatican and the Kremlin on the world 
scene, Catholic-Communist harmony on the que s tion of Jerusc1lem is no less than 
astounding. Scrutiny of the respective motives of the three -partners is, there
fore, in ore.er, and should contribute to better undArstc1nding of the present, 
po$t-Assembly Jeru~alem situation. 

The Vote of the Arab St~te~ 

The Arabs are always very gen~rous in di sposin~ of something that d.oes not 
belong to them and over which the~r have no control. In line with this inexpens
ive generosity , all the Arab States which hold no positions in Jerusalem voted 
for internationalization, whereas Jordan, the Arab State, which is in occupation 
of the Old City and of :Bethlehem, \li0:.1 Md is militantly opposed to o.ny inter
nationalization project. 

The main motives behind the Arab vote were, of cour e, their desire to 
minirnize the Israeli victory; to avenge themselves, at least politically , for 
their military defe at; to block expansion of the Kingdom of Jordan through 
absorption of the non-Israeli part of Palestine; and to force I s rael ·into a 
position of defiance vis-a....vis the United Nations, and thus place it in an unfa,. 
vorable light in the eyes of world opinion. 

Soviet Policy; on Jernsnlem 

In order to understand the Krernlin 1 s policy on Jerusalem, one must be clear 
as to the considerations which were responsible for Soviet policy with regard to 
Palestine, in general , For there is little doubt that the motives behind 
Soviet policies remain the same, despite the contradictory effects of these 
policies at various times. Knowing the character of the Soviet state, one may 
safely say that when Russia voted for Palestine partition, it did not do so 
because of pro-Jewish sentiments. Likewise, it was not pro-Arab feelings that 
dictated Communist support for the internationalization of Jerusalem. In both 
cases, the Soviet bloc was purely and simply pro-Soviet. 
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So'Vi et policy in the Mid.dle East has been inspired thronghout by three main 
considerations. First. anything that results in the weakening of British power. 
or Western power. in the Middle East is welcome to the Kremlin. Second. con
tinuous discord and. discontent in any area are Rrist for the mills of Soviet 
policy. Third. Russia 1s anxiously on the lookout for a foothold in the Middle 
East. 

Seen against this background. Soviet policy makes sense. Partition of 
Palestine puts an end to an important British position in the Middle East, and 
was therefore to be supported. But partition of Jerusalem between Israel and 
Jordan opens an avenue - via Jordan - for increased British influence in that 
area, and must, therefore. be combatted. 

An international regime in Je~1salem, moreover, mey provide an opening for 
the direct participation of the Soviet bloc in the administration of a Middle 
East terri tor.r. However small the Jerusa,lem territory may be, it is better than 
nothing. 'l'hus far, Soviet Russie. and her satellites have been precluded from 
participating in any of the U.N. commissions appointed to settle various Middle 
East problems. The anti~Oommunist forces in the U,N, will try to prevent Russian 
participation in the administration of an internationalized Jerusalem, but it 
will not be easy. Unlike the various temporary commissions, the Jerusalem 
administration is supposed to be a permanent set-up. Russia will be on very 
solid ground when she demiinds a seat for herself both as a Great Power and as 
the representative of the Russian-Orthodox (Pravoslavnaya) Church, which is a 
separate religious entity and which, in addition, o~'Ils very considerable property 
in Jerusalem and its vicinity. 

The Catholic Position 

The VaticEm went to great len.~th~ in '()rder to assure the nassage of the 
internationalization resolution in the GP.n,r~l Ar- ~embly. It is reliably 
reported that the Po~e hinself sent cables to the delegates of all Catholic 
countries, urging them to vote for internotionalization r: s a mattPr of Christian 
duty and conscience. 'l'hese cables ,.,,ere received on the very eve of the vote on 
Jerusalem, and did not fa-tl to have the dn~i red effect. Such direct and force
ful intervention by the suureme Catholic a.uthority in an international political 
issue is unprecedented in modern times. 

All this goes to show that the Vrtican is detc:-nnined to wield the predomi
nant influence in an internationalized Jerusalem. The Catholic hierarchy is, 
of course, fully aware of the fact that all the Holy Places, with one exception, 
are located in the Old City of Jerusalem and in Bethlehem, but there are many 
Catholic institutions in the New City. Though these do not qualify as Holy 
Flaces, the Vatican would prefer to soe them outside of the area of Israeli rule. 

,In teroationali zation Will Not Materialize, But. 1 • 

As matters stand today, the internationalization resolution of the General 
Assembly has no chance of actual fulfillment. The two States - Israel and 
Jordan - which control Jerusalem are vehemently opposed to internationalization. 
So is the population of Jerusalem. The U.N, possesses neither the power nor the 
means to force Jeruse.lem into subjugation to an international government, and 
to make the ~eo~le of Jerusalem stateless wards of the United Nations, Nor do 
the protagoni~ts of internationalization enjoy a strong moral position in the 
matter -- the egotistioal motives of the partners in that alliance are too ob
vious. It was not exactly holy considerations that produced the majority vote 
for the internationalization of the Holy City. 
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Des-pite all this, defianr-e of the U.N. re!?olution by Israel and Jordan will 
'Place these t,..,o states i!'. a mo~t 1ir,..f~lvorQ.ble position as far as rublic o_ inion 
is concerned. Even if the Arab States and their friends •ill ultimntely fall 
in brir..ging about the actual tranGference of Jer1.1E\alem to an intern~tional author
i ty, they have already achieved one of their oirns, numely maneuvering Israel into 
the nosition of a rebel against the vote of the world. community of nations. As 
long as the resolution of the General Astembly re!"1ain s in force , -pro-Arab and 
anti-I~raeli -propaganda on the world scene ~ill make abundant use of any ~ove by 
the Israeli Government which m"y 'be internreted as defiance of the United Nations 1 

will. • 

ComnlPte Rever!·:rnl of Po si ti on s 

Spov:.esmen of the Ar~b Stat.eR in La~e Sucr.ess have cllrea.dy condemned Isra.el 
for flouting the U,N, 1 s nuthority. This is, of course, very touching, esrecially 
if one recalls that these very states embarked on a ,..,ar in order to bring a.bout 
the annulment of a previous U.N. resolution. At that time, indeed, the Arab 
pro. agenda machine tried hard to er.nla:ln that any resolution of the u.r. General 
Assembly was no more than a reco7n.rnend.oti 0n, and as not binding on the di~ sen ting 
members. It is safe to nredict that, on the nresent occasion, the Arabs c:nd 
their friends will find the Jerusnlem resolution binding to the utmost ••• 

To1:rarrls a Revision of' the TJ.r. RP.solution 

Only a revision of the internation liz&tion resolution of the General As
sembly can rectify matters . Even many of the protr-~onists of the intern&tional
ization resolution have ex·n ressed r rr,ve doubts as to the materialization of the 
resolution, and are convinced that the U. K. ,...-ill have to re.consider the Jerusa
lem problem c.,nd adont a new resolution. 

In the interest of a s ef'd:r T>acifi cation of the Middle East and of "'t.11-
btli ty in thot hi 6hly strat ,fiC area , it would be most de irable to have revision 
of the re~olution come abou-+; as quickly as ossi'ble. Procrastination ,..,111 do 
gre t harm. It will enefit the destructive forces at work in the a rea nnd bring 
about a deterioration of the general ~i tuation. It ny evP-n endf.nc Pr the rela.
tions, on a world scDle , between the ad.voc etes and o nonents of internationc...li
zation. 

Time is of the e r. ence. All efforts ~u~t be direc PO towards a sneedy 
annulment of the i.ntPrnationn.li7ation resolution and the adoT1tion, in its place, 
of a new u. T • decision ,,hich is both just and \srorke.ble. 



EDITORIAL from 
NEW YORK HER.i\LD TRIBUUE 
December 15, 1949 

FRUITS OF JERUSALEU 

The worst fears of the opponents of the United Nations plan for Jerusalem 
are confirmed by the Israeli government's decision to move its offices to its 
ancient capital. While the u. N. Trusteeship Council is going through the 
motions of drawing up an internationalization statute, the city itself continues 
to exist as an actuality , not as a blueprint. It is distressing to find the 
U. n. thus disregarded, but it is hcra. to see what else the architects of the 
internationalization plan could have expected. 

Certninly the step is a logical one from the standpoint of the Israeli 
government. which has warned ell along that internationalization of a Jerusalem 
encl2.ve was nn impossibility. Hnd l!r., Ben-Gttrion done less than begin the move 
to Jerusalem, his government might have suffered a popular overthrow; he h&s, 
indeed, shO\•Jn a measure of restraint in not proclaiming the city as the capital 
of Israel immedintely. The Israeli statement guerRntees the safety of those 
holy places which lie in Israeli territory; it also reiterates a ,-,illine;ness 
to have the U. H. take over their supervision . 

Israel is not the first nation to have disregarded a U. N. decision -
South Africa, to take but one exam~le, has been doing it for severel years -
but it is among the feu w'.m are able to cppeal to the i·orld I s conscience and 
sense of fair play. No doubt it i·1ould have been a great convenience if 
Ur. Ben-Gurion had fo1.1ncl it possible to delay his move to,,rard Jerusalem, but 
the inevitability of such action was inherent in the U. l. decision... It has 
now been made unmistakably evident that Israel, as i·rell as Jordan, has no inten
tion of backing do\•:n, and that those U.H. delegates ,ho closed their eyes to 
the unfairness of i.ternationalization finally must open them to its impracti
cabilityo The U. M. ha.s put itself on a spot in the JerusaJ.eJl issue, and for
mulating a full internationalization plan ,-,ill not get it off, no matter how 
much it may soothe the feelings of the Ar~b bloc. Houevor unhelpful the 
unyieldin6 attitudes of both Israel and Jordin may be, the be,sic errors a.re 
being made at Lake Success, and it is there that the remedy must be found. 



Reprinted from The 1Va1ion, December 17, 1949 

The Jerusalem Story 
BY LILLIE SHULTZ 

Lake SucceJJ, December <) 

,---rHI: lJnited Nations today a knowlcdged the 
V.1t1can as its sixtieth member with the power 
to dictate its action reg1rdless of reality, prac

t ical ity, or justice. This is the mc1ning of the de: ision 
of the General As,e:nbly, which turned the clock back 
two years by ruling that a permanent international 
rcg"rr.e should be established in Jerusalem on the basis 
of the 1947 resolution. Twelve Latin American coun· 
trie , together with the Anb tate5, the viet bloc, and 
European countries with large Catholic populationc;, 
c mbincd on .1 rol l-oll vote to create a triumph for the 
Vaticin steJm-roller. The count was thirty-eight to four
te:cn with seven abstentions. Had the vote been by secret 
ballot, the outcome woul<l have been different. This 
wa the view of the chairman of the Ad Hoc Committe , 

whose country, Iran, voted in the affirmative. 
The Vatican's intcre t in international izati o is b1se<l 

on its determination to make Jerusalem a se ond Rome. 
It ees in Jerusalem a gateway to the promotion of it 
interests in the Middle East and Asia. Although in 1947 
tbe Vatic:rn ·s cus~od ian of the Iloly Pi ~ce sought only 
internation:il guar1ntiei for the Holy Places and as
sured .. ccess to them, Rrme's a~titudc h'.ls ch:nged. Two 
pa111l encyclicals i sued in 19·18 and 19-19 called f r in
tcrnati nalization. R man Catholic pressure on the 

nitcd States government lu been insi tent. On Novem
ber 18 of this ye.tr Catholic cardinals and bi h ps pu1 

-

lished a statement dem:tnding internationaliz1tion and 
Pl os;ng both the Concili1tion C mmiss :on's pl.tn and 

the propo ·.11 for an international cur.tt rshi1 under the 
l Tni ted 1t1ons, to pr°' ide upervision and protection of 
the Holy Places throughout Palestine. 

For months the Vatican has pressed Israel to agree to 
complete internationalization. It agents have intimated 
that Israeli resistance would produce two penalties: 
( 1) deterioration of Catholic-Jewish relations through
out the world; ( 2) Catholic influence to retard an early 
settlement between Israel and the Arab world. The over
tones of this threat were audible even in the Assembly 
debate. Charles Malik, Lebanon's delegate and the Vati
can's principal representative, warned the United Na
tion many times that failure to act would mean that the 

whole of Jerusalem would shortly be in the hand of 
Israel. Time and again he suggested a squeeze play to 
the Christian world, declaring that Islam was now offer
ing to share Jerusalem with the Christian , as it had not 
done for a thousand years. It was short-sighted, he im
plied, to think that Israel would indefinitely be the 
dominant factor in this situation. 

EVE those who vutc:J f r it admit that th deci-

sion to internationalize Jerusalem cannot be implc
mc:nted, th ,lt any attempt to do so would touch off a new 
conflict which might destroy the Holy Places instead of 
pr tecling them. 

On Tuesday the Trusteeship Coun il begins a serie 
of meetings to draft a statute. It remains to be seen 
whether by using the Coue method suggested by Malik
namc:ly, to will it- the Trusteeship Council can carry 
out the decision, lacking both the f rec and the fund 
to run a city- tak again t the will of its p puL.tti n:. 
What is cxpc ted to happen is the speedy drafting of a 
statute:, an effort to get the acceptance of both p,utics, 
and if Lhi meets with failure a re1 ort to tJ,at c:ffc.n . T hat 
the council's effort will fail is clearly iuJiGJ.tcJ. 1Llyor 
Auster of Jewish Jerusalem ha · ann uncc<l th tt the 
community will ignore the de ision and cm1 ark up il 

civil di::.obediencc if internationaliz.ttion i'i attcm1"'tcd. 
King Abdullah of Tr.1n -Jordan ha reiterated tlut th ... 
Old ity will be taken from him over his dead body. 
'I hc:rc is no re.1 'Hl to belie e eithc.:r position will be 
abandoned, espcci:illy since neither author ity is a mem
ber of the United N.ition . Israel, havinir been cl1vc.'i''• l 
of authority , will not take part in the discu sion of the 
Tru tecship Coun il even if invited to do so. 

In the end a special session of the Assem ly will 
probably be held- a session which may meet with a 
more decisive jct.it accom pli either in the form of an 
agreement between Israel and Jordan or of stiffenin 
resistance to the U. N. by two communities whose prd
fered pledges to safeguard the Holy Places thr ugh 
agreements with the U. N. have been ignored. 

The stage for the empty triumph of the Vatican wa 
set by an alliance, ba ed on interests quite unrelated t 
the protection of the Holy Places, among Aus:ralia. 



Lebanon, and the Sovic:t Union. Le!)anon and the Arab 
states were motivated by their hatred of Israel and their 
jealousy lest Jordan alone reap the fruits of the Palestine 
war. The Soviet- attitude was dictated by a desire to 

prevent Britain ftom regaining a permanent foothold 
in the area through its puppet, Jordan, even if it meant 
creating continuous turmo il there. Australia, leader in 
the effort to establish p:utition, hoped by its ins istence 
on the 1947 resolution to assure victory for the Labor 
government from an electorate which is 25 per cent 
Roman Catholic, a hope which proved to be vain. 

FROM the first it was clear in the Ad Hoc Committee 

that there was a basic conflict between two opposing 
principles-th::i.t of territorial intcnuti~.n~lliz.ttion and 
that of curatorship or functional inlcrnation::i.liza~ion, a 
name coined to describe U. N. supervision limited tn the 
Holy Places. \'v'hcn the session opened, the Ad Hoc. rom
mitlce had before it the following proposal·: ( l) tlut of 
the Conciliation ommission, ( 2 ) tlut of I~rael, offer
ing an agreement to the U. N. to assure protecti rm of 
the Holy Places and free access to them, ( 3) an 
Australian plan calling for the enlargement of the 
Conciliation Commis•; ion from three to seven members, 
with a year in which to report a plan which would more 
nearly meet the conditfons of the 1947 Jerusalem reso
lution. The Soviet Un ion prorose<l J. scric of amend
ments to the Australian plan the effect of whi h 
was to rest ,re 1·1.e:: <lrJ.ft sL1tute drawn up in 19·17 by 
the Trustee.ship Council. In a tv, clve-page scr:es of 
amendments the Lebanese proposed a n ·w draft statute 
based on the trusteeship version which the Ara~ states 
h:i<l opposed and the Trustee ·hip Council had ab .1n<loned 
as obsolete in July, 1948. 

None of these resoluLions or amcnJments commanded 
:1 majority. Nor did any of them offer a rallying point 
to the Vatican. 

This was the situation when a subcommittee of seven
teen was established which should try to reconcae the 
propos.ds and report back to the Ad Hoc body in three 
days. No majority for any of the proposals was con
sidered possible, and it was expected that a new plan 
would have to be found, in all probability a compromise 
limite<l to supervision of the Holy Places. The Soviet 
Union had announced that it considered the Australian 
proposal a h:ilfway measure which it could not support. 
There was reason to believe that if the Soviet amend
ments were lost in the subcommittee, Russia would 
vote against the Australian proposal. But a surprising 
development occurred. The Lebanese and the Australians 
capitulated to the Russian point of view. All the Soviet 
amendments were defeated. But the Lebanese dropped 
their own proposals and submitted an amendment based 
on the Ru ·s ian proposals with the addition of a single 
entence. The Soviet Union accepted the Lehane. e 

amendment as a substitute for its own. The Austral ian 
delegation also accepted this amendment, v,:hic.h called 
for the Tmsteeship Council to complete a statute based 
on the 1947 text. The result was that the subcommittee 
voted for what was called an Australian re: ·ulution but 
was actually a Russi :rn concept cloaked in th e lang .. 1~gc 
of Lebanon. This was the most important victory won 
by the U. S. S. R. in the history of lhe Unitc<l Nations. 

Small wonder it exploited such an unexpected '" ~nJial 1. 
The n.1me of Australia gave respcct1bilit.y lo .l res .)

lution which had been voled down when proposed by 
the Soviet Union. But even more important, the union of 
Russia, Lebanon, an<l Australia produced a resolution 
tailored to the Vatican design. 

It is a fact that neither in the subcommittee nor in the 
Ad Hoc Committee nor in the plenary session itself was 
.my resolu1 ion discussed other than one which sou::;lit 
to restore in 1950 a situation which had exist ·J m 
1917. This failure ,v.1s due to the procedural strangle
hold won by the proponents of the successful plan. An 
attempt by the delegations of the NetherL.nds an.I 

Peru to bring about a frC::c discussion of the prin 1p!cs 
wh!ch should form the ba,;is of a practic:1.l soln~io:1 was 
defeated in the subcommittee by a tie vote. 

In the Ad Hoc Committee the sponsors of the so
called Australi1n resolution realized that victory d-:

pended upon having their proposll voted upon first. 
They succeeded in this, even though the Ad Hoc Com
mittee, as the master of its own procedure, could by vote 
have rever ed the decision. It is a fact that the Ad Hoc 
Commillee, a few days earlier, would have returned a 
majority for the Swedish-Netherlands proposal, based 
on the curatorship idea, had it been put to a vote firs ~, 
since a majority of the delegates were eager not to 
have to vote against internationalization but would have 
felt free to vote for a practical plan. But no one moved a 
reversal of this procedure, even though the dcleg:1tions 
of the Netherlands and Canada suggested it infornully. 

THE victory for lhe so-called Australian resolution by 
the vote of thirty-five to thirteen with eleven absten· 

tions was an overwhelminn surprise to both its hac-1-ers 
and its opponents. It was brought about as a result of the 
<lirect intervention of the V .1tican. Sl·ortly before the 
afterno n ession on De emher 7 the dekg.1.tes of all the 
Catholic countries received virtually identical instruc· 
lions to v te for it. Papa.I Nuncios in every capital made 
vigorous representations and received assurance~ of sup
port. The Bolivian and Cuban delegates, who h:id pro· 
posed resolutions diametrically opposed to the Aus
tralian plan, were compelled to vote for the la ter . 
Luxembourg, Nicaragua, Hondur.1s, and Cost.1 R:ca, 
intending to vote "no," were instructed to vote "ye ." 
Mexico, Venezuela, the Dominican Republic, Pa11ama, 
and the Philippines, whose delegates saw the ab urJi ty 



, f the Aus~r.1li:i.11 resolution, were in the .1bs 'ention 
, 1Jl umn, as were C:rn.1d.1, the Netherbnds, New 
Zc:iland, and India. 

A shift of six votes could have prevented the Aus
tr.11 ian resolution from achieving the necessary two
thirds' m1jority in the plenary session. The Vaticin 
stc·1m-roller prevented this. Learning tlut the Philip
pines w1s about to shift from abstention to "no," 
Cardinal Spellman wired the President of the Philip
pines requesting an affirmative vote. CarJin:il Spellm.m 
won. The delegate of one of· the Benelux countries, 
scchng a change of instructions, was informed: "Sorry, 
the Cardinal insists you vote 'yes.' " Chile, under the 
same pressure, ch~ngcd its negative vole to an absten
tion. Haiti, which had voted "no" in the Ad Hoc Com
mittee, was pushed into the "yes" column, as \vas 
Venezuela, which had previomly .1bst 1 incd. 1fcxico, in
structed to vott: 1fi1rnutively, .1b~:.1ined on all the para
gnph votes, but when it wa cle.1r that the resolution 
,, oukl [ ass, follo\\'u.l its instructi ,ns. Countries like the 

Tetherlands and cw Zc.1land with large Catholic 
electorates, though opposed to the re olution, abstained. 
Other delegates voted in favor of the resolution for a 
v1riety of reason : China, in retaliation again t Israel 
for voting with the United States on the Chinese que -
tion ( ! ) , Greece beouse Israel had ab tained in the 
vote calling for sanctions on Albania. New Delhi, in 
deference to India's large Moslem population, instructed 
its delegation, which was itself opposed to the resolu

tion, to vote for it. 
One of the 'Tiost cynical acts was that of France. 

F r.rncc repudiated the report it had signed as a mem
ber of the Conciliation Commission by casting its vote 
for the Austr:ilian proposal. It was lured by the hope 
of a return to power in the !viiddlc East held before it 
by Amb:issador Malik. Had France given up its hi .torical 
rights in the city? he dem1nded on November 28. Were 
tl1c government and people of France willing to answer 
the cl11rge before history that they had failed to seize 
a unique opportunity to gain peacefully what had been 
the go_tl of a thousand years of fighting? France took the 
b.1it. Privately Ambassador Chauvel admitted that the 
resolution was very bad, that the Trusteeship Council 
could not possibly implement it, and that in the end a 

S[ ecial session would have to be called. 
The fight against the Australian resolution was car

ried by the delegations of Sweden and the Netherlands, 
wi h sporadic assistance from Uruguay, Guatemala, the 
United States, and Britain, and with tentative gestures 
by Bolivia and Cuba. But the chief burden rested on 
the shoulders of Isriel. It was virtually alone in remind
ing the U. N. of the impossibility of turning the clock 
back, in pointing out that the men who were offering 
themselves as the protectors of the Holy Places were the 
same who had led the attack on them. Even the presence 

of ] l,rdJn Li.· .1 r..:cug: .izcJ ~F'oh\..sman, <.,n ly bc..c. .. ._1,~ il 
forlc;; L1J -.c-izc.:J .rnJ be! l thl: Holy Plac s, fa cd to 
a;·otbc t>(; '-1t.:l g 1tc:, lo tlie J.b:mrdity of their pl.in. And 
certainly tbc:y l aid no attention to the thrice i· rateJ 
declarations of Jordan that it would not a n :-'t in
ternationa liza tion. Tl 1c Conciliation Cammi ior l1ff, 
on whose work $850,000 was pent, and which sL ,ngly 
oppose I the pbn, w.1s never consult d, nor W;lS i: ~ pro
posal consiJered. Neither was General Riley, cl d f 
the U. N. Armistice Commission, asked to give . . • Ld
vice, although he had been recalled to be r. lu1 1 
for this purpo ·e. 

LARGE respon ibility for the final d ci ion n,t st be 
borne by the United States. To be sure, Joh ,. 1' uss, 

the Anw ric:rn rq r:: sc:1L tive, c.:prcssed "igon us <, i•l) i
tion to the Au tral ian t •roj10:al. But Amc:riun .t ti n l i l 
not go I:-e:yu1d lh;s _ The: J 'lcg.1l1on failed tu u !t r .1 l u11· 

struclive propos.i1 ., ltpt.1bk to both 1 artic· , 1hi ch uuld 
be a nllying point for vole: ·. Although it t-~ :_c ex
prc ·s d ··sL1tisfaction • \\ ith the Swedi h [ rop .d, it 
nev r accepted it as .1 sub tilute for the Conl i 1tit1n 
Commission plan, lo whi h the United tate fin •. ly .. td
hcrcd even when no chance remained of th rlan's 
adoption. 

Israel, sitting for the fast time in a full ~c · j , ,i the 
A ·cmbly, .111 be forgi, en f(,r not realizing th. pro
cedures an determine the ou'.come of a di cu si , . But 
lhe Amcric.rn delegation cannot be cxcu cJ. The k of 
le.1Jcr hip b the nitcd Stat c; was made more t idcnt 
\\'hen in the Ad I Ioc Comm itl(e, having he ud \ l .tt had 
gone on in the subcomm ittee, it failed to mov( for a 
decision which would have ;tll wed considLrJ t n of 
other proposal . H .1d a pr >po.,Lll been made on I cccm
bcr 5 ,1s .,uring a <liffcrent rdcr of preced n e n th-.. 
voting, the Swedish-Netherland proposal c ull have 
won L1 m;1jor ity, "!nee the V.lti .rn team-r lier ~ .<l not 
yet gone in lt action. 

Although the Au tral ians insist that the At 1:ri an 
delegation worked hard to def eat their pro1 o :i ' both 
in the Ad Hoc ommittce and in the 1 lcn.uy ~' sion, 
this i difficult t redit. r is it e1sy to und, . r.rnJ 
how, in a real test of influcn e as bctwc<:n the , ·, .. tirnn 
and the United late , countries like Liberia, _. 1rma, 
Haiti, Ecuador Nicaragua, and Greece could h. c re
jected the American position. 

At four o'clock on Friday, December 9, an imrortant 
member of the United States government told the ·vrjter 
that after a discussion with the State D epartm nt he 
was convinced the department was making , real 
effort to influence a single vote. Behind this attitude 
is the personal animus against Israel harbored h the 
left-overs of the Loy Henderson-Lovett period, hose 
machinations in every previous debate had be n cir
cumvented by the President. Second]y, there ·s the 



wnsi~~(.'nt1on that the curn.:nt defe.1t on Jcrus:tlcm offers 

tl ic s ·. 1tc Departmc:nt leverage to be used with Israel 

at sonc not too distant period to win concessions on 

other is ues. Since the Jerusalem problem is b :::und to 

come: up again, an attempt will doubtless be made to get 

these: concessions in exchange for real support on Jeru

salem. 
Le .ding credence to this view w1s the American at

t itude on the question of financing intern1tionalization. 

In the Budget Committee the American delegate, John 
Shcn1 11n Cooper, asked pertinent questions. Had the 

comm ittee taken into account that its appropriations 

miQh~ not be sufficient in the event of opposition by 

Jard 1G an<l Israel? Had the Conciliation Commission 

been consulted? Answers to both questions were in the 

ncg1:ive . Y et Cooper voted to recommend the figure 

of ~·s, 150,000, which was based on a so-called "normal" 

situ a~; n. This was explained as purely a technical vote, 

ha, i ~ no political significance. In the plenary session 

Johr Ro , opposing internationalization, referred to 

its pr >bably enormous· cost and to the fact that Israeli 

expenditures in Jerusalem were four times the amount 

propn5cd to be allocated by the U. N. Yet when the ap
propr:ation came to a vote in the final session, the 

Unite-1 States del egation was the only one opposed to the 

resolution which voted for the appropriation , ,tnd thi, 

in the knowledge th:it it would have to c lntri',u ·c 

40 per cent. 
\X!hen, in the last moments of yesterday's scss ·on, it 

appeared that Vatican pressure would assure victory 

for the Australian resolution, a belated effort WlS m 1 .!i:: 

by the delegations of Uruguay and Denmark to obt.1;11 

postponement of the decision and to oil a spe: ial s:·:;

sion. The United States backed the proposal wi th it·· 

vote. Had it openly sponsored it, taken the floor to sf':k 

support, the outcome m_ight have been d ifferent. Vot;nq 

for the resolution in sil ence was not enough to S(: CU :c: 

its passage. 
If a special session of th e United N.1tions is hcl ... l, 

the most that will emerge is a plan for protection of and 

fi eedom of access to the Holy Places. The pr ent d,ci

sion strikes hard at the prestige of the United Nations. 

It raise questions far exceeding in importance the u 'ti

mate solution of the Jerus1lcm question. H ,1v·nc, one.: 

acknowledged the dominance of the Vatic.rn, wlut 

assurance is th ere of freedom of discus ion and dccis • 011 

by the international body on other issues in wl~ich 

the Vatican ha an interest? The immediate probJem 

the U. N. faces is to destroy the V .1tican's power of 

coerc10n. 

For add i·tional copies of this reprint write to 

The Nation Asso·i ates, 20 V cscv St re t, New York 7 , N. Y. 
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Ben-Gurion's Statement to Israeli Knesset 
special to THt: NEw Yol!K TIMES. 1 on the Holy City against the will 

LAKE SUCCESS, Dec. 13-Fol- of its people. 
• lowing is the text of the statement We respect and .shall continue 
made to the Israel·i Parliament to- to respect the wishes of all those 
day by Premier David Ben-Gurion, states which are concerned for 
as ~sstted here by_ the lsr'?'eli dele- the freedom of worsnip and the 
gation to the U'lf_ited Nations: free access to the Holy Places 

One week ago this day, in the and which seek to safeguard th; 
name of the Government of existing rights in those Holy 
Israel, I made a statement con- Places and the religious buildings 
cerning Jerusalem before the of Jerusalem. Our undertaking to 
Knesset· [Parliament]. 

I need hardly say to you that 
this statement retains its full 
force. No change in our attitude 
has occurred or can possibly 
occur. As you know, the General 
Assembly of the United Nations 
has, in the meantime, by a large 
majority, decided to place Jerusa
lem under an international 
regime as a separate entity. This 
decision is utterly inc8.l)able of 
implementation, :f only for the 
determined and unalterable oppo
sition of the inhabitants of Jeru
salem themselves. It is to be 
h oped that the General Assembly 
in the course of time will correct 
t h is mistake which its majority 
made and will make no attempt 
whatsoever to impose this regime 

preserve these rights remains in 
force and we shall gladly and 
willingly carry it out even though 
we cannot lend ourselves to take 
part in the enforced separation 
of Jerusalem, which violates 
without need or reason the his
toric and natural rights of a peo
ple which dwells in Zion. 

From the very first days of the 
provisional government we made 
the peace, security and ec6nomic 
consolidation of Jerusalem our 
principal care. In the stress of 
war, when Jerusalem was under 
siege, we were compelled to es
tablish the seat of the govern
ment, in Hakirya near Tel Aviv. 
But for the State of Israel there 
is, has been and always will be one 
capital only, Jerusalem, the Eter
nal. So it was 3,000 years ago, 

and so it will be, we believe, un
til the end of time. 

As soon as the fighting stopped 
we began transferring govern
ment offices to Jerusalem, and 
creating conditions which a capi
tal needed-effective communica
tions, economic and technical ar
rangements. We are continuing 
with the transfer of the Govern
ment to Jerusalem and hope to 
complete it as soon as possible. 

When the first Knesset opened 
in Jerusalem on the 14 February 
1949, there were no adequate fa
cilities for its normal functioning 
in ' the capital, and it was neces
sary to transfer its session tem
porarily to Tel Aviv. The re
quired arrangements in Jerusa
lem· are on the verge of comple
tion and there is nothing now to 
prevent the Knesset from return
ing to Jerusalem. We propose 
that you take a decision to this 
effect. 

In all these arrangements there 
is, of course, nothing that alters 
in the slightest degree any of the 
existing rights in the Holy Places 
which the Government of Israel 
will respect in full, or our consent 
to effective supervision of these 
Holy Places by the United Na
tions, • as our delegation to the 
General Assembly declared. 



SAUL S. DAU CEAU, 
CRIMINAL COURTS BLOO. 
1560 EAST 21st ST. 
CLEV~AND 

NEW YORK DEC. 16, 1949 

lille strenuous efforts to have synagogues, Community centers and other 

bodies utilize Chanukkah gatherings and meetings to foe ls attention on 

unjust unworkable UN Jerusalem resolution and need for its revision. 

Relying on you to contact immediately local Rabbis and directors to this 

end. Stress fact that removal of Government offjc~s to Jeru ale no sudd n 

Jecision but continuance of process b~gun months ago. Im erCJ.tive that 

co, nunity and its org~izations send .US cable messages to be forwarded to 

Premi r David Ben-Gurion expressing solidarity and upport for Isr eli 

ste ... s take in restoring centrality of Jert alem. Give widest FUbli tt 

to C~bles, meeti.n sand other actions ·n yo community . Kee us inform d. 

• 

J OME U G , 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • 

Cable Addre•: AMZIONIST 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clerel and, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

December 20. 1°49 

By the time we had received your letter of December 16, you ha.d, no 
doubt, received our corll!Ilunic tion 16, of thee e date, in which some of 
the questions to which you address yourself in your letter were, I believe, 
resolved. The article by ~iss Lillie Shultz in fhe Nation was distributed 
\1th this latest directive rhich we sent to all our local cor 1tt£cs. tith 
it went the excellent analytical co'"'lJ!lents on the Jerusalem situation by 
Mr. Ben..Jlorin. 

With reference to the parOt?;ra.phs regB.rding the position of the United 
States in this ~hole matter, this attitude w arrived at aft er careful con
sideration amone the various odies concerne wi th the problem - su~h as 
the representatives of the Israeli Government and the Jewish ~ency, as well 
sour own Executive Co ittee - and was discussed at the meeting of the 

Plenum on December a. You 111 notice also that in our con~unication #16, re
ferred to above, on pa&e tvo our position vis-a-vis the United Sta tes Govern
ment is not one of s.'bject f;rati tude but r--.ther one of re listic ap roach to 
the problem. 

e.turally, I have to be guided in a.11 th se !natters ;r the decisions of 
those whose policy I execute. In ed not acd how good it was to have ou 1th 
us at the Jxec tive Co mitte eetint; on December 1. I s incerely hope that e 
may have your const t ~ttention to all of our problems nd the benefit of your 
counsel, dvice nd guidance. 

\ 1th fond personal recard d hanu~kah gr eting to you and your f o.mily 
in wlich Anne joins me. I am, sever. 

Sincerely yours, 

JUsEF e Unger 
ive Director 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Bada11ah. Women'• Zioni1t Or1anization of America • Ba,bomer Batulr • Labor Zionilt Or1ani1ation of Amerlea-Poale Zion 
lfisradd Or1anJsatlon of America • United Zioni,t Labor Party (Acbdat AYodab-Poale Zion) • Zlonllt Organbatlon of America 

9 Zioni1tt-Rnj1ionlet1 of Amerlea 



Rabbi Jerome tlller 
Aller1can Zion:lat Council 
342 lladieon AveCla 
111w Tork 17, ._ Yark 

Ky dear Rabbi Ubger1 

I would appreciate ve17 auch it 1'0U would and • the 
bound wl,me oZ pmnphleta, etc. lihich -..re collected 
.,.. time aao. I do not tbibk that it 11 neoeeeary to 
preaent, that TOlUIIII to me torm 111'• I should like to 
oaaplete 111' tiles. 

_ th all good wishes, I remain 

oat cordin~ yours, 

ABBA HILIXL SILVER 
AHS1er 



ELIHU D. STONE 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

PHONE CAPITOL 7-6714 

44 SCHOOL STREET 

BOSTON 8, MASS . 



llr. Wlm D• Stom 
Lb Sohool Street 
Boston 8, 11.-..:R:Je 

dear Ellhu1 

JmWU712. 19~ 

There ia nothing 110 that I could tell yw about the Pr18Ch 
article in the new ork flme• than wmm I told tba T1mea re
port.er who called ma lone d18tanoe. •Id> not know what that 
•n ia Jd.121 about.• Parhapa be will nplaiD thinga when 
hi returna. 

. 
Vi all good wiahea am truating that you an, wll, I reman 

lloet oardi•J~ Y~• 

ABBA 1nua SIL VER 
HSaer 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MUR.R.AY Hn.L 2-1160 • 

Cable Addre11: AMZIONIST 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

JanuarJ" 12, 1950 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

I deeply regret that no occasion baa been available 
for a formal presentation to you of the bound volume• of 
tribute• prepared in your honor some time ago. Accord
ingly, I am complying with your request, and under se
parate cover I am shipping th••• bound volume• to you. 

These volume• are a fine tribute to vhioh I vant 
to add, at this time, '117 ow personal greetin,;a and 
appreciation of your matchl••• leaderahip and inepiring 
direction. What you have been and are to the Zionist• 
and Jev1 of .America and the world 11 written indelibly 
not onl.7 on the page, of our hiatory but in our hearts. 

Because of the absence of eeveral of the officers 
of the Council from the city toclq, the regular meeting 
of the Executive on Thu.redqs 1• being omitted. There 
vill, however, be a. meeting next Thurade.7, January 19, 
at 3 P.M. in thi• office. I eincerel7 hope that, if 
7ou are in Bev York at that time, it vill be posaible 
for 7ou to attend. 

Yaitbfull7 youra, 

JU:D e Unger 
utive Director 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Bada11a~ Women'• Zioniet Organization of America • Haehomer Hntzair • Labor Zioniet Organization of America•Poale Zion 
lflsrachi Organization of America • United ZJoniet Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioniet Organisation of America 

~- Zioniet•Re'Vi1ioni1t1 of Alllerlca 



D . Abba • il ve r • 
Th Tcm le . 
Cleveland, Ohi o . 

De ~-r Dr . Silver : 

LAW OFFICES OF 

HYMAN A. SCHULSON 

~~ 21 ... 0- G h st . ·. 1.if. Suit 815 
W ABBINGTON I, D. C. 

~ 

Ja.n . 13 , 1950 

i s , I ·rant to con Jr tulc. e you u on the receipt of tLe Car ozo av rd . 
I was very h to re~d about it . 

I h ve ·ust returned 
and attended the enguge.r. n 

rom .:ilwau: e , ,iscori n 1• ere I v· sited nrr folks 
of m· young st sis er . 

I un 13rstr..nd t . .:-t t·1e P.meric n Jewi cc: 1 Co , i tt0e • s co !sideri g me fol.
the o<:t as Dir~ctor of either its Is a.el 0~1.·c or Paris office , more L. Gl 

1 e o '"er . f of1e1 d , it rill be o. :rery c. 1 ngin 6 job e d one i1 s;;. • h I 
c ould do a greet deal fr Isrue. I h: n me as ref rence to~ 
Americe.n e· i~ o mittee .... d ·10. er ,·1 s S irlo ,,. h as ed o 
to V!T • te the m ican e ds Corri.mi ttee f you l a r ec i V":! st \ 

l~tter , I r10uld d ly c.ppr i t o a copy o:' "our r ply 
fo f"les . 

m t :..r e of so,, e 1 • ·:o:-:: ru:d s s w i h 1av b n 
r 

I lave er i .I. n il!S 0 res to :te yo r.bout recent olic" • \I • • • 
ta· rd sr .. el . Th D ~ t .., . i s I _ ... in g time to O.\'l it t 10 OU "'(., P. 0 t TructPeshi 

ouncil sess ons i Geneva 01 Jer sa ,m . ls f· as I k 0 f , . s. ,rill con inu 
to 0 J. 08 he i ter:1 ..... tio J.." r,, io sch 1e of the T "-'- • • 

The t. ri Ziocist Co cil 1as .. ot ,___ point~d a.yonc to s ccced . . e in the 
r, .• . sec e ry is the orly o~ e th ro ar; d tl· c H. of ficc l l S O ... .., C<., • • 

•c- ct.:.ct no hin to m 0 t'. ·jj con ~c s .:.n Co gro " .;>, :. .. e pre ss , 
d 0 le ".vi: o can b of c.r r.eo.m1 .. il~ e.:. g no 1 ct,d a d so it go 

ct. e re mer. b r me to J s • i 1 v0 • 

:ith ull good iG1cs and v: r r.ies re J ·els , I o.r. , 

,1 st cor ly ,rourc , 

1~ 
I . t... .. ~. & . ulson 

s . 



• Jtyman A. Schul.son 
212016th st., N. • 
Suite 615 

h.i.ngton, D. c. 

dear Hyman, 

Janua17l91 1950 

I am onolosing ~1 i th a letter which I wro'te to 
as rlo~k beiore I receive your 1 tter. 

r trust that you a1 e nll an 
the near rut u· • 

.ith all ~ wi~h , I r a, __ 11 

ho.. to see yo1 -tn 

•os'li oor, 'ially ours• 

II ... aer 
Enc. 

ABBA Hl.LIEL SIL 



, 

• -

llins Lillie L. Slirlock 
AmeriCID Jewish CClllld ttee 
386 Fourth Avenue 
Hn York 161 New Yark 

Uy' dear :1 ... s Slll1r lock a 

Jan U1l.'7 9, 19$0 

Plea pardon the lone del.q in an8'19ring your kind letter of 
inquiey or December ~th• I have been a,q from the ci ~ a 
cood deal _ot the ti.me and rq correspondence has la aad. 

I have known • Hyman • Sctmla011 tor quite a n,aber or years 
and h,ve had occaa:1.on to obeerft h1a ork "817' clo•l.J' 1n the 
last tflfl years when he as member ot the start ot the .Ame~ 
ioan Zionist &larg9nq Council. His work wu ct such campe 
tence and dependabil.\t7 that I appointed him to the head ot 
the \Yaahington Bureau ot the Ellerpney Council• I found him 
to be a man ot UD111Ual political •gaoity. He dieplqed, dur
ing the critical )"8ara when the ?Aleetine iswe was aoti\'ltl.7 
diaoue•d in the oap.1. tol ot our nati m, in Congress and at 
the t)d.ted Hationa, a 1'1111 graap or the fundamental.a, an abil
ity to - through'• 111Ul.t1pllci1¥ or detaile into the heart 
ot the problem, and a capacity tor outlim~ and carrrJ.ng 
through the strategy to •et the ■i tuation. He made lll8l'JT 
trienda tor ua, both in lfuhington an1 at Lake SUcoen, am 
hie oontacta prMd extnlle]T ftluable. I can NC>A111•m lrlm 
IIC>8t high]J' to &DJ' position in which trust, abilit7 and ini
tiatift are •••ntial. 

th all good wishes, I rwe4 P 

oat oordi ~ youro, 

ABDA HILLEL SILVER 
'Saar 



Rabbi Jerome Unger 
Ar.lerican Zionist Council 
342 adison Avenue 
New York 17, New York 

dear Rabbi ungera 

January 20. 1950 

I :received this week the volumes 0£ records ot tho Aroorican 
Zionist Emergency council, and I wish to t.hank you tor ror-
wat'din ,~ them to me• want to thank, throue}l you, iss Cohen 
who helped to eather the mnterial nd organize it, nd such 
othore as may ve had a hand in the work. The collected vol
umes or literature ere indeed e. fine tribute to the extraordln
ary r,-oup of men and women who worked in the Dnergency Council 
durinc the , ars of the heroic strucele vr.1ich was eo elorioue
ly oonmmwated. 

fl th nll ..,ood shes, I remain 

oat cordially yours , 

ABDA HI T 'L $ILVER 
!1S 1er 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

lfO. 21 

February 1, 1950 

To the Local Committees 
of the AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL: 

American Zionists have been deepl~r disturbed in recent 
months by Dorothy Thompson's open alliance ith the .American 
Council for Judaism. Her lectures and newspa: er columns 
have been filled tine and again with bitter and insidious 
anti-Zionist comment, but the climax has just been reached 
in a particularly vicio,1s ond false column colled II ersecu-
ti. on by Is ruel". This app~a red in many newspapers throughout 
the country. 

A number of our coro.rni ttees have been dealing ,,,1th this 
matter in their locali ti4:?s by writing letters to the papers 
in which th~ column has appeared and attemptin to secure 
appropriate editorial comment in them. 

Fo~ your information and for your use in th~ mnny cares 
\o1here the column has appeared or may still apyiear, v•e nre 
sending you thP. text of Miss Thompson's column and analytical 
comments on it which may serve as factual ra.w material for 
letters end editorials. 

JU: SMP 
Encs. 

F.S. 

Cordi ally yours, 

~ I :¥ J i (.f °'t .i t.(J1A ;t ..12----
Jerome Unger I I 
Executive Director ' 

Flea dos nd us cli pins of all editorials and 
letter· tha may Appear on this ubject in your 
local rese. 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hada111ab, Women'• Zionist Organization of America • Hasbomer Hatzair • Labor Zioni1t Organization of America-Poale Zion 
l\fizrachi Organbation of America • United Zionist Labor Party (Acbdut Avodab-Poale Zion) • Zioni1t Organization of America 

@ Zionl1t1-Revi1ioni1t1 of Amerlea 



"~CUTION .l3Y ISRAEL 11 

By ·Dorothy Thompson 

Syndicated during the latter part of January 
in Miss Thompson's regular column 110n the necord" 

An investigating mis~ion under the auspices of "The American Christian 
Palestine Committee" -- composed of Protestant pastors and laymen -- has returned 
from Palestine and reported again·st U.N. internationalization of Jerusalem as 
"dangerous and unnecessary. 11 

The group also opposed even the latest, much less inclusive scheme advanced 
by Roger Garreau, president of the United Nntions Trusteeship Council, to limit 
internationalization to a small area contf!intng the chief Holy ~laces. 

In short, it would appear that the mission v1ishes, n.s does Israel, to keep 
the United Nations out of Falestine altogether. 

This column agrees with the mission that it would be ttdan1erous 11 to oppose 
or criticize the State of Israel in any way. It 1=;ven is dangerous for an 
American publicist. I sre.el and its American sur,porters are claiming an absolutely 
unique immunity from criticism -· t,,s recently pointed out by pro-Israel Walter 
White. 

Although Israel oues the leeitimizin~ of its existence to United Nations 
partition, which was accepted by its agents, the state does not conform to that 
plan, but has been created by force -- as what is left of the Arab world in 
Palestine is held by force. The ports of Jaffa and Hnifa were not awarded to 
Israel, but Israel holds them. 1'he internationalization of Jerusalem was 
included in the original plan, but is now refused. To protect a U.N. trustee
ship would require force, for without it, force \>1ould certainly be used against 
it. Therefore, it is dangerous. 

Whether a U.N. trusteeship anywhere in :Palestine is unnecessary depends on 
one's viewpoint of necessity. The mi~sion declares it is ,mnecessary as a means 
of protecting shrines, an,l that there is coraplete 11 roligious freedom 11 in Pales
tine. Uaybe there is freedom to worship, but how a.bout the worshipers? Christian 
shrines remain undisturbed; how a.bout the Christian community? Is it free, even 
to survive? 

Plight pf Christian~ 

The United ~!a,tions never took one step to guarantee the livef3 or property of 
the indigenous Arab population in Jewish Palestine. Hundreds of thousands of 
them have been turned into refugees, living in the bitterest want, with all their 
possessions expropriated by Isr~el. And these refugees include most of the 
Palestinian Christians who constitute one of the oldest, most faithful Christian 
communities on earth. 

Their story was told in part by Yusif El-Be.nde.k, son of the Uayor of 
Bethlehem (all Bethlehem is Christian), in the November 30 issue of "The Christian 
Century. 11 It apparently surprised Americans to lee~rn that there were any 
Christians in Palestine! Yet they constitute a tenth of the Arab-speaking popu
lation. None of them are converts from Islam. All are either descendants from 
Christians, of the time of Christ (mostly Philistines or Canaanites) or of the 
Crusaders. 
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Throughout history they have had ties to the western world. Their sons 
have been educated in Christian schools and colleges in the I.fiddle East, and 
in the \·lest. They have been among the most progressive and prosperous of t he 
nHtive population, and ,.,,,ere concentrated chiefly in Jaffa, and 11New11 Jerusalem, 
where they owned fully two-thirds of all the property, both in privf te and 
institutional holdings. 

The members of this community are today refugees in the country ,_.,herein 
they have constituted a secure and highly res~ected community for centuries. 
Their properties have been confisca.ted without compensation. In the birthplace 
of Christ -- which would have f allen except for a well-org~nized defense --
40,000 of them have taken refuge, bursting the capacities of a town of 15,000. 
Although their fellow-Christians have ta.ken them into their homes Hith sacri
ficial generosity, thous8nds, like lla ry could "find no room in an inn, 11 and, 
like Hary, their children were born in stalls or in caves, or under trees, 
while over them 11 the silent stars go by." 

All that reache s them is a trickle of totally inadequate relief. Great 
Christendom neglects them. The aoslems watch their plight with wonderment, 
asking, 11 If the United States, overwhelmingly a Christian country, lets these 
Christians perish in the birthplace of their Lord, whom will the United States 
protect anywhere1 11 

Russian agents jeer, "You call us atheists, but where is the Christian 
world?" 

And a 11 Christian 11 mission reports about shrines, but not about Christians. 

Who will protect this community? Israel, which created their :plight? The 
i-Ioslem world? Who, if not the U.H.? 



Comments on Dorothy ~•s Recent Column 
on "Persecution by Israel" 

1, 130th Israel and. the American Christian Palestine Committee Mission, says 
Miss Thomr,son, "wish to keep the United Nations out of Palestine altogether. 11 

This is altogether inexact. The ACPC group very distinctly recommended•the 
establishment of a United Nations Commission "with no territorial sovereignty" to 
assure the 11free access! bill ty of the Christian world to the holy places of 
Jerusalem. 11 "Guarantees should be given to such a commission by both Jordan and 
Israel, 11 the report said, "assuring the freedom and sanct1 ty of the sacred places 
within their territories." 

It is significant that the members of the ACPO Mission whom Miss Thompson 
condemns so bitterly, use almost the very words that she herself used in her earlie 
column "U.N. Move Is Inviting Trouble in Jerusalem" (published on or about 
Dec ember 19, 1949). She wrote then: "It would, it seems to me, have been wiser 
(however unsatisfactory) to have confined United Nations supervision and protection 
to the holy places of all religions and to have left the secular and political 
solution to negotiations between Israel and Transjordan. 11 

Israel, for its part, on September 26, 1949 announced to the General AssEmbly 
its willingness to conclude such agreements with the United Nations as are 
necessary for the implementation of safeguards for Holy Places and religious right~ 

2. The very title 11Persec11tion by Israel" is a scandalous traducing of facts. 
Whom is Israel persecuting? The Christians who fled to Bethlehem are not under 
Israel's jurisdiction and Israel cannot be accused of causing their misery. As for 
their flight, it is, as we shall !how later, certainly not to be considered the 
work of Israel. Within Israel itself, the Arabs and Christians there resident are 
definitely not being persecuted. This is the testimony of countless observers and 
of the Arabs and Christians in Israel themselves. 

Here is what an Arabic anti-Zionist periodical ;ln the United States (As-Sabah 
in Detroit) wrote a few weeks ago -- on December 15, 1949 -- on the question of th~ 
suffering of the A::ab refugees. They became refugees, says the paper, because they 
obeyed the command to leave issued to them by the heads of the Arab Governments. 
But now they starve and get no help from the leaders and the rich in Egypt, Iraq, 
Syria ... 

11 What is the crime of the refugees in the eyes of the 
lords of Arabia who stand by and watch the misery of the 
refugees, and who suck the blood of the poor and needy -
without shame before God and the world? ••• Yes, the poor 
refugees committed the crime of listening to those deceivers; 
they believed the liars, and went to the extreme foolishness 
of leaving their homes, counting on their deceitful leaders 
to bring them back! 

"And because of what is happening to the Palestine 
refugees, Arab public opinion 1s changing little by little 
to support the Jews in Israel where not a single Arab dies 
from starvation and cold! 11 

•Seethe New York Times of January 20, 1950 
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There are, as we have said, countless testimonies as to the fairness with 
\lhich Israel is treating its minoritie~. The Rev. William Hull of the Zion 
Christian Mission has written (in Christian News from Israel, December 22, 1949): 
0Protestant missionar1.es praise the government of Israel for their assistance and 
cooperation. Everything possible has been done by the government to enable the 
Protestant community to carry on their worshi~ and missionary work. There is no 
complaint of desecration of mission property and on the other hand the Government 
of Israel went to considerable trouble to ~rotect Protestant mission property 
during the absence of the missionaries." 

On the status of the Christians in Israel, here is still another recent state
ment made by a respected and very well-known Protestant minister, never ardently 
identified with any pro-Zionist group, Dr. John Paul Jones, of Bav Ridge, Brooklyn. 
He wrote in the September 1949 issue of "Social Progress" (monthly publication of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.): 

"Upwards of one hundred thousand Arabs, both Christian 
and Moslem, remained unmolested in Israel during the war. 
Since hostilities ceased, the advantages of the country 
have been freely offered to them. I have witnessed the 
Arab villagers laying water mains and putting up electric 
lines, things symbolic of a life they never knew under 
their fo rmor bondage. Of the six hundred thousand or mo re 
made homeless, half of them were not withln the borders 
defined for the New Israel by the United Nations partition. 
They resided in the portion assigned to the Arabs who made 
no effort to establish any government when the British with
drew. They were overrun and reduced to destitution by dis
orderly bands of their own kinsmen. If the Arab rulers feel 
any serious concern....2ver !!tis, it 1 s less evident than the 
regret of the Jew~ for the outrages of their nationalists, 
such as the massacre at Deir Yascin. 

"That the Israelis have some responsibility in connection 
with those who fled from their borders, they themselves admit. 
They want it remembered, however, that multitudes of these 
from the towns (perhaps a third of the total) left with all 
their possessions. Many of these are al ready resettled in 
neighboring states. If the government of Israel insists that 
refugee matters must be token as a part of the over-all peace 
terms, including claims for war damages against the invaders, 
it has also disavowed intention of holding refugee property 
w1 thout compensation. Willingness to receive back large numbers, 
beginning with the reunion of separated families, has also been 
indicated. The refugees are primarily a responsib111 ty of the 
Arab count rie(.l. 11 

3. On the question of Israel's responsibility for the flight of the Arab refugees, 
much has been written and we have just quoted ty-pical comments by Dr. Jones and by 
the editor of As-Sa.bah. There is hardly a more important state,nent than one made 
recently by a semi-official Britim source, the Royal Institute of International 
Affairs in a pamphlet just issued by it, "Arab Refugees", by S. G. Thicknesse. 
Characteristically unenthusiastic and even deprecatory in its treatment of Zionism 
and Israel, the pamphlet does not, however, come anywhere near stating that the 
Arab refugee problem was caused by Israel. It mentions the Deir Yassin incident 
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(so wisely treated by Dr. Jones) ,but as only one of a number of causes, the others 
of which are obviously of far greater ma.gnitude. The ~am~hlet states: 

"The Arab population of these areas (i.e. Jaffa, part 
of modern Jerusalem and all Hnifa), unable to ~rotect them
selves, deserted by the flight of local leaders, terrified 

. by the massacre of civilians by Jewish terrorists at Deir 
Yassin in April 1948, and counting on the armies of the Arab 
League to 'drive the Jews into the sea' after 15 May 1948, 
fled from their homes in face of the Jewish attacks. Al though 
refugees deny that this influP.nced them, they had also been 
urged by Arab political leaders to evacuate probable battle 
areas. Already before the British withdrawal tens of thousands 
of Arabs from Jaffa, Jerusalem, and Haifa had started streaming 
away to what they believed to be safe areas. Some left the 
count ry. 11 ( F. 2) 

Clearly, even in non-Zionist British eyes, the flight of the Arab refugees 
cannot be blithely and solel7 ascribed to t1Jewish terror and malice." It is a 
much more complex matter, tied up with the entire complicated development of 
recent events in Palestine -- British withdrawal, U.N. decision, Arab leaders' 
instructions, Arab attack, Jewish defense and counterattack, establishment of 
the State of Israel. 

4. On the entire question of what Miss Thompson condemns as Israel's failure to 
11 ve up to the U.N. plan for partition, there is much to be said. Israel, she 
says, has been created by force, but so, she admits, has what is left of Arab 
influence in Palestine. She omits to mention that ,,,hen the r>lan was originally 
promulgated, it was the Arabs, not the Jew~, who opposed it by force. A war 
inevitably en~ued, since the Jews refused to be annihilated. In the course of 
the war the Je,.,,s attacked territory, not assigned to them, from ~ihich assaults 
were being launched upon them. The geographical provisions of the -plan thus went 
by the board in the course of the fighting, for the nlan assumed peaceful im
plementation by both sides, neaceful acceptance by both of an international 
Jerusalem and an internationally supervised economic union. Peaceful im~lementa
tion of the 'Partition plan was offered by the Je't-rs and refused by the Arabs, ~ho 
substituted anned attack on the Jews for acquiescence in the international fonnula 
of partition. Far from consenting to an international Jerusalem, the Arab Legion 
and the EgYT'tian forces did not wait for Jerusalem to be internationalized: the 
Legion seized the Old City and used it as a base from which to rain death on the 
Jewish quarters of Jerusalem, while the Figy-ptian forces on May 23, 1943 oc
cupied Bethlehem. Incidentally, for Miss Thompson's and Mr. Bandak 1s information, 
the Christians of Bethlehem never needed to defend themselves against Jews -
Jewish military forces never even got near Bethlehem. They were on the defeneiv!_, 
under siege, in and around Jerusalem, and their four settlements in the Hebron 
Hills were completely wiped out ver:, early in the fighting. 

The original United Nations partition scheme was, in other words, broken into 
bits by Arab opposition. It can hardly be reconstituted now, after all that has 
happened. Even if -- ·assuming the impossible -- the Jews of Palestine were ready 
to retire meekly behind the boundaries assigned them in December 1947, there is 
not the slightest reason to believe that the provisions for an Arab State laid down 
in the U.N. partition plan, could or would now be carried out. Where are the 
Palestine Arabs who would set up an independent state of their o~, bound b~ 
economic treaty to the Jewi eh State? Would the L~gion and civil officers of 
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King Abdullah, now occUpying the Arab part of Palestine, meekly retire behind the 
Jordan? The starting-point of our thinking about Palestine -- if we are to be 
constructive and successful -- had better be not the theory of November 29, 1947, 
but the realities of 1950. 

5. If Jerusalem is not internationalized and cannot today be internationalized, 
it is certainly not the fault of the Jews. A Catholic ~aper, the London Tablet, 
has very wisely said (in its issue of December 17, 1949): 

11 The unseemly haste of the British departure at the end 
of last year, the deplorable indifference to what happened 
during the last four months of the Mandate, when the main 
concern was to wash l3ri ti sh hands of the whole problem as 
quickly as possible, 1s still fresh in all minds. 

"That was the time to tackle the problem of Jerusalem. 
Just as much attention should then have been l1aid to that 
part of the United Nations resolution which called for its 
internationalization as was paid to the part which sanctioned 
the establishment of a Jewish State. The United Nations 
should then have insisted upon the two tasks being seen as 
intimately related to one another, and should not have al
lowed them to proceed separately. If that was difficult to 
do, it was not so difficult as is the task now lying ahead. 
If last year the :British had said that they would withdraw 
from the ~hole of the rest of Palestine but would continue 
effectively to administer the Jerusalem enclave until such 
a time as the United Nations Trusteeship Council might be 
able to take it over; if, indeed, the MandatorJ Power had 
said that they could not relinquish control until they were 
certain in favour of what authority they were doing so; all 
might have been different. The Mandate as a whole had been 
accepted from the League of Nations; it ought not to have 
been surrendered except on the instructions of the heir to 
the League of Nations. :Bu.t if that was impracticable, 
Jerusalem at least ought to have been retained until agreed 
arrangements for its future could be made. 

"If the Mandatory Power felt unable to wait, the fault 
may be laid with the Unit ad Nations for not then having in 
readiness the international regime whi.ch it now seeks to 
impose, or the means which it is now proposing to invoke in 
order to impose it." 

6. Certainly the Christians of !ethlehem deserve the help of all charitable 
persons, but their situation is not to be laid at the doors of Israel, nor is 
Israel to be slandered and deprecated because of the existence of a tragic reli~f 
problem in Bethlehem. The Christians of Israeli-occu~1ed Nazareth -- let us not 
forget -- are infinitely better off than those of Jordan-occu~ied Bethlehem. 

7. Christian property in Israel, Miss Thompson asserts, has been confiscated 
without compensation. Confiscation of enemy property is unfortunately a normal 
concomitant of war, and the war in Palestine. begun by the Arabs, is no different 
from any other war. Unlike most combatants, however, the State of Israel has 
formally obligated itself to pay compeneation for abandoned and occupied Arab 
property in Israel. Speaking before the Ad Hoc Political Committee of the United 
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Nations on May 5, 1949, Mr. Aubrey Eban was authorized by the Government of Israel 

to state: 11 The Government of Israel has already announced its acceptance of 

obligations to make compensation for lands abandoned. The entire question of 

compensation may ~ell be settled by negotiations at Lausanne as well as the 

general question of reparations and war damage." (See11 Israel: The Case for Admission 

to the United Nations", published by the Israel Office of Infonnation, New York, 

P• 41.) 

Again, during the Palestine talks under the aegis of the U.N. Conciliation 

Commission in Lausanne during the summer of 1949, the Government of Israel affirmed 

that it accepted the principle of compensation for lands abandoned by refugees and 

that it recogn.ized the proprietary rights of individuals. It has, moreover, set 

up a Custodian for Absentee Property who sees to it that abandoned lands are 

worked and puts into a special fund the moneys derived from sale of their crops. 

Actual payment of compensation obviously cannot be expected before final 

peace tenns are subscribed to by both Israel and the Arab nations. During peace 

negotiations, Israel will without question make counter-claims for the great 

losses of Jewish property due to Arab attacks during the war. Israel can hardly 

be ex~ected to pay millions of pounds to Arabs for their losses without asking 

com~ensation for it; enonnous lo~see -- the four Hebron Hills settle~ents de

stroyed completely by the Arab Legion; t,\10 other settlements in the Judean Hills 

near Jerusalem taken by the Legion and now ac.mini stered by Jordan; II! ehmar Hayarden 

virtually razed by Syrian occunation tI·oops; a number of Negev settlements fe

rociously shelled by the Egyptians; the Rutenberg Electric Wotks at Naharayim 

seized and still occupied by Joraan; the Potash Works at the north of the Dead Sea 

on which damages of many millions of pounds were wrought by the Arab Legion. 

Within these understandable cond1tions, Israel holds firmly to the princi'Ple 

of compensation for Arab pro~erty and can be trusted to act equitably. 
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Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

1ebrua17 6, 1960 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Hotel Plaza 
Fifth Avenue and 59 Street 
Room 833-834 
Bew York, Ji. Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver& 

Dr. Samuel °'17 Inma~ wires,.that he baa learned on unimpeachable 
authority that the Vatican is demanding that the !l!ru.ateeahi:p Council 
give abaolute com,liance to the U.N. Aaaembl7 :plan for Jerusalem. 
In•n consider• thi• move baa fatal :poasibilitiea and he urge• 
atrongl7 that Washington should inatruct i ta !l!ru.steeahip delegate to 
retuae clerical demnda. 

Ae you know, we sent Dr. Samel au,- Inman to Geneva for the 
American Cb.riatian Paleatine Committee. llaturally, thia infor•tion. 
at hi• •Jecific request, met remain confidential in order to protect 
hie future :poaition. 

I baTe Just receiTed word that Mr. Philip Le'Y7 is going to 
repreaent u1 in Waahington and will take over immediately in order to 
handle act1Tit1ea in the Ca:pit&l,. 

Inatructiona have gone forth todaJ' to our 400 local Council• to 
1te:p u, direct :,reaeure on the White Houae with regard to the Jerusalem 
situation. In addition, over the weekend, I have been in touch with 
twent7 of our key leader• to bring :,eraonal )treasure of the kind we 
are asking you to exert on Senator Taft. Dr. Carl Ber•nn Vo■• alao 
contacted a dozen tOJt Christian lead.era for the 1ame purpose. 

We are aeeklng on thi1 Jerusalem queation specific preaaure on the 
White Bouae am State Department to inatruot \he American delegate at 
the Tru■teeahip Council not to yield to the Vatican, and more, to ,re1a 
for the kind of a workable solution which I1rael faTora. Our late1t 
adrice from Iara.el i taelt ia that they do not want a apecial ••••ion 
of the u. N. Aasembly, but would prefer th11 whole thing go over to the 
recu].ar ••••ion in Se:ptember • . 

In addition to the direct preaaure on the White Bouse, we are 
aeekinc alao ■peeche1 on the floor of the Senate and of tbe Bouie, 
and atatementa b7 Senatore an4 Congre1a•n. Mr. Blihu Stone i1 going 
to Washington today to aaaiat Mr. Philip Lev7 in prepring thia activity. 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hada&1ah, Women'• Zionist Organization of America • Hasbomer Hatzair • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
Mizracbi Organization of America • United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodab-Poale Zion) • Zionist Organization of America 

~0 Zionist•Revisioniata of America 
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Advices received here from several Congressmen were, aa I intimated 
to you yesterday, hd'vever, that au.ch atatemente should not begin 
before February 14 in order to avoid being avam_ped b7 the debatea 
and diacuaaiona that will take place until then on the MB" bomb 
•tter and other serious conaiderationa before the Oongre••• 

Paralleling our action on Jerusalem, we are alao ~re)t&ring 
precise information now received and verified on the arms aituation 
and will aend it to our local people asking them to accelerate their 
pressure in thia DBtter. Ye are contemplating sending a delegation 
to Mr. Acheaon and releasing our memorandum, ,ii ich will be in the 
atrongeat terma, to t.he press. I have not yet had a chance to 
diacuaa '111 th Mr. Liitaq today, nor did I have it yeaterdq, the 
complication introduced by prosecuting both obJectivee, namely 
Jerua&lem and the arma queation, at the same time. What ia 7our 
oitinion and advice on thie :problea? Both are of extreme urgenc7, of 
courae, but it doea preaent difficultiea in aeC'llring ~reaaure on two 
issues eimul taneoual.7. I am eager to learn your thinking on thi•• 

It was good to have your vigoroua preaence yeaterday and to feel 
the impact of 7our thinking and direction. 

With tondeatesreetin&a, I am 

Sincer•l.T 7our•• 

Je e Unger 
JU1MB Executive Director 

P. s. You will want to know tbat Mr. A. x:. Iareeli I a daU&hter, kre. 
Ora Weber, died last week after a long illmaa. She waa 
onl7 36. 



MEMORANDUU: THE REAlWAMENT OF THE ARAB STATES 

Submitted to the United States Department of State 

By the American Zionist Council 

February 201 1950 

MEMORANDUM 

l. We have the honor to address you, on behalf of the American Zionist 
Council, to express to you the deep concern felt by American Zionist bodies over 
American policy with respect to the rearmament of Egypt and other Arab states. We 
refer, in particular, to your recent letter to Congressman Jacob K. Javits. 

* * * 

2. It is a matter of public knowledge that the Jews of Israel have engaged in 
the most difficult resettlement program in the history of our time. They have ab
sorbed into the economic life of Israel in a period or 19 months 5541169 Jews who 
have made their way to the homeland under great difficulties from many lands or 
rersecution. The Jews or the United States have been active partners in this work 
of reconstruction end rehabilitation. They have given of their means with unparal
leled generosity to enable the struggling state to integrate the returning settlers 
in the economic and cultural life of the community. 

5. The threat to the peace of Israel implicit in the rearming of the Arab 
states has evoked apprehension and uneasiness on the pa.rt of all American Jews, as 
well as large segments of American public opinion on the whole. We are greatly con
cerned lest the constructive work of the State of Israel and its program of absorbing 
the tens or thousands of refugees may have to be curtailed and the community forced 
by the growing menace or a renewal of warfare to take up the heavy task of preparing 
to defend their lives and the communities they have established. We are greatly 
disturbed lest the hard-won truce with a number of Arab states may be broken by the 
incitements or the forces of aggression who are being stimulated by the fact that 
their governments are assembling large quantities of formidable destructive weapons 
available for immediate use. 

4. It has been a source or pride to us that the Government of the United 
States played a memorable role in the United Nations in the rise of the people of 
Israel to independence and statehood, that our Government was the first to recornize 
the State of Israel and that it has cooperated with the new State in the solution of 
many of the problems confronting it. 

5. Moreover, the Government of the United States participated constructively 
in the deliberations at the United Nations to end the conflict in the Near E:lst and 
actively supported those steps which led to the signing of armistice agreements 
between Israel and her four Arab neighbors. 
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6. It is our sincere belief th1t our Gove nme~t maintains t1e policy of con-
tinuing helpfulness to the State of Israel, and, indeed, to all the states of the 
Near East, but we are constrained to ad~it our inability to reconcile your recent 
letter with that policy. 

... * * 

7. It will be recalled that when t he Security Cou.'1.cil voted to lift the 
arms embargo on August 4, 1949, there was widespread concern lest an armament 
r ace develop in the Near East. Israel's representative to the Security Council, 
H . Aubrey S. Eban, expressed doubt that t :1e ne-r1ly won pe1ce could sur v·ive the 
strains of that competition and urged a moral directive by the Security Council to 
exert influence on the arms supplying states in order to insulata the Near East 
against the worst dan6ers of an armaments race. 

8. Members of the Security Council sharei Mr. Eban's apprehension and there 
was general agreement that care and restraint must be exercised in the Near E~st 
to prevent large-scale rearmament. Thus, Sir Terrence Shone, the representative or 
the United Kingdom, declared that any supplies of arms \'lhich his Government might 
send would be for the internal security and defense requirements of the States con
cerned. But he said the U~ited Kingdom was opposed to the Middle Eastern states 
acquiring war material in excess of their legitimate defense requirements, a.nd, he 
said, ''We believe the States themselves would not wish to exceed such limitations." 
Dr. Ralph Bunche, the former acting mediator, observed that in the absence of a firm 
injunction, coupled with observation machinery, "the burden really seems to rest 
upon the states in a position to ship arms." 

9. And, as you note in your letter to Co gressman Javits, Senator Austin, on 
te alf of the United States, told the Council t hat export of arms to the are1 
should be "strictly limited to such arms as are within the scope of legitimate 
security requirements ." 

10. Events since the lifting of t.e arms embargo challen e the assurances that 
wer e given during the Security Council's deliberations. The Arab countries are now 
acquiring heavy arms which far exceed "those necessary for the purpose of maintain
ing internal law and order by the governments concerned in the legitimate exercise 
of constituted authority and for the purpose of providing for reasonable require
ments of self-defense." 

11. The facts are well known. The 1949-50 budget a proved by the Egyptian 
parliament was fixed at 187,457,280 Egyptian pounds (before devaluation), and of 
this fully one-third -- the extraordinary sum or 62,000,000 Egyptian pounds -- was 
allocated for rearmament. Since that time, newspaper dispatches have fully reported 
Egypt's purchases of jet planes and heavy bombers, destroyers, frigates and cor
vettes, hundreds of heavy tanks and heavy artillery or all calibers. In addition, 
there have been authoritative reports or the establishment of armored formations 
both by Egypt and Syria, the establishment of an arms industry in Egypt and the ac
quisition of hundreds of armored cars by Egypt, Syria and Hashemite Jordan. 

12. Manifestly, equipment of such range and striking power is intended for 
purposes other than internal order and security. While it is conceded that there 
may be internal unrest in Egypt -- the inevitable consequence of poverty -- the 
people are unarmed and jet planes, tanks and destroyers are not needed to subdue 
them. Economic unrest is not quieted by the diversion of a hue proportion of a 
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country's substance to the non-productive weapons of war. 

15. In our judgment, there is every ground for fear that these arms will 
eventually be used for a re~ewal of Egypt's aggression against Israel, if not 
immediately, within the foreseeable future. Apart from this, we hold the view that 
this huge-scale armament program prejudices the prospect of a peace settlement 
between Israel and Egypt. 

14. It has been the hope of all friends of both the Jewish and Arab peoples 
that Israel and the Arab states would soon find it possible to transform their 
armistice agreements into final and lasting peace treaties. It is the conviction of 
most observers -- based on the successful negotiations of the armistice accords -
that such treaties can be conaummated if Israel and the Arab states can engage in 
direct negotiations. 

* * • 

15. But it is clear that such negotiations will be retarded rather than ac
celerated if the balance is upset in the Near East, if one side is resrmed and if 
the interests of the people are diverted to military channels. In Egypt and in 
every other Arab state, there are war parties which are eager for a second round in 
which they hope to recoup their losses and remove the stigma, and exculpate them
selves from the responsibility of their last defeat. They oppose a peace settle
ment. To put arms into the hands of their governments strengthens their intransi
geance. They have announced their intentions, repeatedly, in the press, on the radio, 
and on the public platform. Now they are being given the tools to turn their words 
into missiles. They have no other identifiable enemy in sight. What basis is there 
for the belief that the second round which they so eagerly advocate is not, in fact, 
in preparation? What guarantee is there in the circumstances of the Near East's 
endemic political instability that these forces may not succeed to power and make 
use of the weapons in accord with their avowed program? 

16. If it is not the purpose of the Ar~b countries to use these rms for a 
second assault against Israel, then one must ask why are they being rearmed at such 
fantastic cost? Is it the belief of the proponents of this rearmament program that 
the Arab states can be regarded as worthy and reliable allies of the democratic 
countries in the event of another world conflict? 

• • * 

17. Past experience answers these questions. In the second world war, Egypt 
remained a non-belligerent, and although the country was invaded by General Rornmell•s 
forces, the Egyptian army remained passive and the defense of Egypt was left to the 
British army, including thousands of recruits from the Jewish population of Palestine. 
It is an ironic commentary that British arms are now going to Egypt and may be used 
against those who were the sole allies of the democratic forces in the Near East in 
the last war. 

18. In Ira~ in 1941, Nazi forces seized control or the government and were 
finally eliminated only after a show-down with the British army. Palestine Jews 
took part in that action and they were active also to remove Nazi influence from 
Syria and Lebanon. Throughout the entire war, the Arab world remained aloof from 
democracy's banner, while many of its leaders, like the former Mufti of Jerusalem, 
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were actively on the side of the Axis and made their headquarters in Berlin. 

19. Can the democratic forces regard Egypt or Iraq, or any other Arab country, 
as a shield of substance in the light of the past record, and particularly in the 
light of Arab weakness in the war in Palestine? Although their forces and their 
arms far exceeded those of the nascent state of Israel, they were quickly over
whelmed in battle. Does this type of alliance fit into the mosaic of democracy's 
defense? 

* * * 

20. Quite apart from our natural feeling of sympathy for our Jewish kinsmen in 
Israel, we deem it our duty as Americans vitally concerned about American policy in 
the Near East and American defenses throughout the world to express the strongest 
misgivings on the military support of a dubious ally. The fact that it is Britain 
which is extending this generous aid should not obscure the fact of indirect American 
participation, for it is surplus American arrn.y equipment that is being used in many 
cases, and it is the United States which is today providing arms for these same 
countries vrhich divert their stocks to the Near East. 

21. The paramount need of the entire Near Fast is the development of resources 
to lift standards of living for millions of depressed people. In the context of 
this urgent need, the extravagant expenditure of interest, energy and funds on arma
ment and mobilization is a disservice to humanity. 

22. This view was eloquently put forth by the representative of the United 
States, Mr. Austin, in the Security Council debate on the armistice agreement. He 
said: 

25. "It is essential that the resources of that area be 
used for peaceful purposes, for economic develop
ment, for the resettlement of refugees, and for the 
achievement of higher standards of living for the 
populations of the area. It would be tragic a.~d 
wholly wrong if the resources of the area were to 
be dissipated in an unproductive arms race." 

* • * 

24. In this connection, one thinks of the obligation of the Arab states to 
their Arab brethren who, victims of Arab aggresslon against Israel, were forced to 
Jeave Palestine and who today are homeless refugees. If the Arab governments were 
disposed to expend their funds for resettlement projects, as Senator Austin suggest
ed, they would make a constructive contribution, not only toward the regeneration of 
a people for whose misery they are primarily responsible, but in the development of 
their ovm underdeveloped countries. 

25. Precise figures on the cost of resettling the Arab refugees are not avail-
able; but in a recent survey published by the Royal Institute of International 
Affairs, it was suggested that the cost of resettling an estimated 713,000 would be 
156,527 1000 (before devaluation). The Chatham House experts estimate an average of 
179 for settling a refugee on the land in the Near East. It is startling to reflect 
th~t Egypt's budget for armaments in one year actually exceeds the total estimated 
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cost of resettling all the Arab refugees. No one would dare to compare the moral 
validity of two projects like refugee resettlement and military armament. Nor would 
one debate which enterprise more effectively promotes the cause of internal order 
and security as well as the stability of democratic institutions in the Near East. 

26. For its part, relieved of the threat of a renewal or hostilities, the 
Government of Israel would be enabled to continue its dedication to the resettlement 
of Jewish refugees who have come to Israel after a decade of wandering and helpless
ness -- an undertaking to which the American Jewish colll~unity has proudly contribut
ed substantial sums. It would be a sad day if the Government of Israel were compel
led to reduce or halt its resettlement program because it felt obliged to spend 
large sums for armaments to keep pace with its neighbors. 

27. The people of the Near East must have peace. It is for the governments of 
the United States, United Kingdom, and other gre~t powers to use their best efforts 
to ensure peace and tranquility in the Near E~st so that its peoples may work to
gether to raise the living standards of the entire area. To plunge these people 
into an armaments race is to serve the cause of their impoverishment1 debasement and 
destruction. 

28. We respectfully urge our Government to reconsider the problem in the light 
of the facts herein set forth. We ask that it use its great influence to avert the 
dangers to the peace of Palestine involved in the situation which is being created; 
and that the United Kingdom be requested to discontinue the shipment of arms to the 
Arab states. 

Hada.ssah, Women's Zionist 
Organization of America 

Hashomer Hatzair 
Labor Zionist Organization 

of America-Poale Zion 

February 20, 1950 

Respectfully submitted, 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL, representing: 

Mizrachi Organization or America 
United Zionist La.bor Party (Achdut 

Avodah-Poale Zion) 
Zionist Organization of America 
Zionists-Revisionists of America 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Addren: AMZIONIST 

Dr. }J)ba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ear Dr. Si 1 ver: 

April 7, 1900 

On SUn~ night, April 23, as you know, the American iionist 
Council will celebrate the second anniversary of the independence of 
Israel at a gala concert and meeting at the Hotel Aetor in New York. 
The feature of the evening will be the presentation of Handel• s 
"Israel in ~t" by the Little orchestra Society end the estminster 
Choir. The only addresses will be by the Hon. Oscar Chapman, Secre
tary of the Interior, representing the Government of the United 
States, end by the Hon. Elia.bu Ela.th, Israeli .lmbassador at Wash!~ 
ton, representing his government. !r. L1p~J will preside. There 
will be radioed messages from President Weizmann and Prime Minister 
Ben-Gurion. ( We are providing against bad atmospheric cond.1 tions by 
having transcriptions in readiness.) 

Messages will be read :from President Truman, Governor Dewey, 
l a:yor O•Dwyer and the Hon. Trygve Lie, representing the United lJations. 
I t hink it would be appropriate, and we should be moat grateful, if 
you, as leader of Zioni am in .America, l'JOUld send us a message to be 
read at this meeting. I do not have to tell you that in addition to 
the formal gratitude of the Council, I shall be personally most happy 
if you should send us such a message. 

On March 2.8 Mr. Eliezer Liebenstein, e.t the personal invitation 
of Mr. Lipsky, addressed a small gathering here, at 1hich were present 
individuals from all the parties in American Zionism. He delivered 
a stimulating statement which I lmow will be of great interest to you. 
It is now in the process of being transcribed from the stenographic 
notes and as soon as it is ready Ism going to s nd you a copy. 

You will be interested in !mowing that I just heard from the 
Consulate that the statement in this morning's llewYork Timea about 
arms for Israel is manufactured out of the whole cloth. The State 
Department has not replied as yet to the Israeli request. I just got 
this information over a private telephone and I thought I would pass 
it on to you. Therefore, the item in the JTA to~ is correct. 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Bada11a~ Women'• Zioniat Or1anization of America • Baebomer Batsair • Labor Zioaiat Or1aniution of Americ•Poale Zion 
Mhrachi Or1anisation of America • United Zioaiat Labor Party (Acbdat AYodah-Poale Zion) • ZionJat Or1aaisatlon of America 
~ 0 Zionl1ta-Reri1ionlat1 of America 

.. 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver - 2 - .lpril 7, 1950 

With fondest personal regards to you and your family, and 
every good wish for a joyous Passover, I am, as ever 

JU:SR 

.Affectionately yours, 

Rabbi Je o e Unger 
Executive Director 
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Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

Dr. bb£. F.illel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silv8r: 

.A.Pril 10, 1960 

I am sending you a co:py of the stateTJent 
m de by Hr. Eliezer Leibenstein on 'arch 28 , 1900, 
to 1•hich I referred in my letter of r i l 7 . You 
will recognize, of course, that t hi s is an unedited 
transcript. lot only is it nedited, but it is 
exactly as taken down by the stenog her ithout 
8!lY r hetoric rev1~1on. Although it does not 
make easy reading I am ('!1.1re you dll be inter e ted 
in having it . 

I look for7a~d to receivi ng your message 
for our ril celebration • 

. ith regard.s, I am 

Sincerely yours , 

JU , ... 
• .,_., L Unger 

Enc ve D; r ector 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Hadas ah, Women' Zionist Organization of America • Hnshomer Hatzair • Labor Zioniat Organization of Americn-Ponle Zion 
Mizrnchi Organization of America • United Zioni t Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioni1t Organization of America 

<111.iU!~@ Zioniat1-Reri1ioniat1 of America 



' ' .. 
• I 

1951 

r,,,.,a, 
MUI J.lpu, (preel41N)' hnl• Aur\aella Yl•I•• Berut.ela1 ~1111--•l 

Bo a,; ol Ceha1 Plaoba1 Crue; A. Dubr; J.klya U'I Mr•• M IH • 
~1\ela; . llehaaa; . I. frank: P al Gol an; I. Gel\lelb; Harell a 
I. L. lean: lleser L1ebenete1at re. Lode LipsJr,: Ar\h I.o le; 
D. L. eckler;. Loul1 chwetel: Lell11 legal aal Iehua !jber . 

J. u 4: Anol l. lffffl&; 111 
J ro • 

---
oft e :,:ue1t. o l on r, r. lieser LlelMuwiela, va• r faced.vllh t.he reaark 

tha\ .r. leben1t 1n11 t lk wo 14 ■erYe a t • lntro4uet.lon \o wh I he hop8' 

wo1il4 b an lnfor11a\l Te sti n &a an■wer ri • 

!he thr • o■t imnort nt ~ t1~ne o ee eer n I 1rul aw 

are th econo le 11t ti , v le 11 Y ry eraou.1 

r f e• the • 

flaal.111 the rela\io 1hlp b ween l1i-ul aa4 \ha Dl 

fl>.\ • of the lloal1\ •••'. 

n. n, it you llb, , •• 

laporl al, bnt from 

1 hi N the .-.I 

ran e Ti•, the r lall Bihl b Iv a l1rul ad 

t 

\vo 1 r1 troa t.he Job ot re 1141 the o 

people ltr at, tbla leag-r e pn'1• l• beeellln or• 

... 

,, re , 

hr••n l1r l aa4 lu 

... 
eoaoe ... t r lhe 11 tw a 1111 wllh Ille lhlff I 1111 . II 11 ,iae puQNe 



- 2 -

of rq- quiet, unoffic1 ~1 Tlai\ to the United St&tee. When I retu.rn ho•• 

I 1hall report wha\ I ha.ye •••n here, bu\ l\ occurre4 lo•• t t 1\ would 

be a ood i de , before going h o e, '• 1bare rv eoncluiona ~, op1n1ona 

with a group of re1ponaible American Zioni1t1 and \o 11•\•n \o \hell. 

The •1 tu.ation toda7 l• a parahzleal ene. !he one impaet •f \he S\a\e 

o:t Isr ael on t he tiaapc,ra has re•ul\e4 in the 4is1n~egration of the Zionist 

IIOTe■ent. !ou feel it i n m£r1ca perhap• ore th&n in other countey 

bee .use d 1rin t he last few 7ee.rs American Zion1•• ha• expanded nore th&n 

&DT ot.ner llor~.i$'~ r oy e 11C!nt .n t he world. Bu l am not aure th8.t thia 11 

only e.n mer1ce.n '~onomenon.. I L ife look: deeply 1n\o the q e1t l on1 the 

situation ie not as 

den and, it rnjght be s ld, n d ng r out; bur c1 . Zio l- Et1, e .~s the predoala-

ance of ~ener l J ,1 reponaibiliLiea over ll ~ther conelderationa. If 

there ha4 not b{ en nch 1' ir.o 11eut . r.t.d s ucu ;; ien. in(il idu.al• who reg,u-cle4 

~•wlah aol1dar1t1 nd t e creatlo of Isr 1 tOr • ports.nt t han an,-thinc 

el■• ln Jeviah lite, t e ta o~ I,rael n v r wo uld v b en create4. 

Z1on11m aometlme1 come• into conflict with problem• ot aclJua\■en, ln 

the Diaspora. Then, ~in, there 1• alvqa ,he teapt&tion to a■ the whole 

ba.rdu on to ■omeboq el••• !he Zioni•I• abroad explolte4 thl1 otelb111'7 

114 paesed l he whole b ,- on \o the tale of I1rael. Wha\ 111 Zionilll 

would like to d.o 1• J••t to carP7 partial re1ponaibill,7 - partial fro• a 

aterlal &nd eplrllul point ot Tlev. The7 voa.14 carr7 par\ial aalerlal 

reepon1ibllit7 - for etical, e4uea\1onal, aoclal 4 religiou■ rojecta -

b11I no, for the whole gr•I a4Tenlm'e of Ierael. from a lplritw Tlevpo1nt, 

the1 retua to • ue full re■pon11)11117 tor the coapl•I• Zioni1t edaca,1on 

of \he••••••· In the l • of a coffl])l•t• lionl•' 14eoloc,, thv are reaq 
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1011, l cbl, •• ba. " are" l\ln. tr word tro• 
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ul t y be ltl for the 4ecl1 o of I1r •1 4 t h, ot their 
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ere, 

. her 

elo 

1 nl t ~ Ye t 
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, non1en1e. C 1 ln\en, 4 la \h t '• 

oar intent\ la t.h• t '• of Allarlc Jwr,. It 

a • of I r el la 101\. lf \Ile 

• of I r l 1h "14 lD 
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1 4er1 \lae 'h• 11 a ot noa,.la\erf re •• 
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\o • ere art hne tter ' • etlo 41Yl4e4 tr• 

one ther ft er xl• 4 la \w \ho ,..,. .. 
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tl ot l • ln t. • 11 o•q aow how 

f/tl \ er • • • ... • cono ,10 t lonl1■ ' 
' lf hq • I of la el. wtll . .. 
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!hey will go to Zlon wl,houl Zionl••• 

are the beat Zloal ■t• ln the wor14. 

o ot thea,(1. •· the Yemenite■) 

!he ■econ4 p~r, of Dia■pora Jf1Wr7 are the Jew• b hln4 \he Iron Cur\sln. 

They r at le 1\ 9eZ Zioni1\, ~ore •o \baa the Aaerlcaa l••• Thq are 

not ermi\ted to or nl•• la D7 w~7 toe re11 thelr 4e■lree. In•~ ala, 

thq re •hat behind the Curl ln. In the• telllte coutrl••• 1011e of \he■ 

will be say d dur1n > the co■lD.C year while thole re lnlng are faced wi\k 

the gr ye d~r ot obll\er~\loa, eyea la ,he pbTale aeue. Cerl illl.7, 

thq will no\ b llowe4 to ls7 a-q nar, ln the •haping ot lar el'• de9-

The •hlrd art of the Di 1por con1late of h p7 Jeve who llTe in \ha 

Weatern worl4, oatl7 in America. hr e so e • T~a lllion Jwe ln \hlt 

catego17. 'When wet lk bou, the rel \1 a hl b \ween I1r al 4 ,he 

Dia nora, ~bout \he futare of the Z1on1•\ 

Zionl•t•• Here will be to ~ the declalY 

,. v \ lk bout A rlcaa 

\\le tor the reTlY 1 •f 

Zlonl••• 

n wer. 

t e \ate? 

ow•••• t 1k \hr•• queelioa1. I 1h 11 ask I•• n4 t17 le 

ire,, 11 the z1on11, o•••, ,,111 nee 4 fter \he fo111l41ng et 

econ4, what ahonl.d lM \he char c\er ot \he Z1on1•' ■oY en, 

nov and the ac • of it• ctiTl\leaT lrt., wn \ wlll h •• it the Zionl•I 

moYeaaa\ i! no\ reT1Te4 n4 w l \ \ hl • o • ,h97 are I re•ealT 

I 1hall •' rt wi\h \he \hlrd queetioa. Le\ ■ 1\ate e hatlc 117 tha\ 

there should be 1pirl\ 

• irlt 1 reTlTal. 

reav eace. \ ,he levl•h o le n e4 11 a 

'?here are aow \hree \ypae of Zloal•• and ro-ler ell ctlri.'7 la hi• 

cout17. The flr•I 11 Iha H-O led r•J•I rp.nl1alloa. !lie er••'••' 
of th••• 1.1 Had.ae1ah. Hlelacln.\~, the Vo■ea Ploaeer1. lh• Mlsr chl W•••• 

e\c. are projeo\ or 10,1 n,. the ao1\ l orlaal lhl \o I the■ le 
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that the7 canno\ contrlbllte 4eclalT•17 either to the tatve of Ier el, 

tinanclall.7 or pollllc&li,, OJ' to the eplnlul OJ' ca.l\val pha•• ot Aaerl-

c n JevJ"T. All they re doinc le poel,lY•• Th••• organlsatlou are 1tr1c,-

1¥ li■lted 19 'PIP• bo\h polltleall7 an4 eplr1\u.l}T. !he7 are ree oaelble 

for a rt ot the v~rk. Thet re re• cn11,1e tor a pr\ ot \he e4acatton. 

Ther are un ble, eTen 1n ccord.e.nce v1\h 011r Zionist poln, of view. to 

empha1l~• Z1on11\ re, on1lblllt7 ~•t•r• &DT othel' re, on,1b111t7. I\ 1• 

the ch r cter of their b1r\h, \heir groA, nd et ,hen tttr o! \heir ~se

tvJ.n•••• It 11 rq 1 .prea ion that tnelr flnano~ c leT .. ent, are due \o 

the oyer-all Zionia\ tao,,here •n~enderet ln Ihle connt17 by olitlc&l 

Zioni1t or nlzation1. If thia Zionist ,mo1pher 1hould di near, 1\ 1• 

onl.7 a ~ueation of ti before the financial chievaaat■ n4 ••cc••• of \1111 

roJ~c, or ni~ation dis ppear, too. I h ve f ~lin th t th••• organisa

tion• reac •4 their apex thl• T•~r. Sometime, thg1e roJ et or~an1zat1oae 

c rey on 1ucce tull.Y or p rlod ot \1•• tter tila ener 1 Zionlat ••n

tlaen\ ha• weakened and after the political Zioni1t or ni1atlon1 haT• 4e

cl1necl. Th latter 4• no, re llz,e, howeYer, the 4epen4enoe ot the project 

or n1zat1on on the neral t■oaphere r 4ace4 b7 olltlcal Zlonl■m. 

lthou h , en toge\her, th.,- re • re l1111ecliatel7 ••fu \ban a, otmr 

t71>e ot Zlonl• or lsatlo, the7 4• no, feel reapoa1ible tor\• fa\ve 

of the Zion11t moT•■ a\ 1n A•rlc bee ue f thelr 1ucee11, from their etftA4-

lnt. 

The••~ n4 \7Pe of or lsa\loa le \he polltlc 1 Zlcnl1\ or nls tion, 

or \he r\7 \ype. The 01\ 1 r\a.n, of \h• l1 \1- Zlonis\ Or 1sa\1oa 

of .laerlca. It 1• • teeliag (I .. a • aber of N pal, 7011. bew) tha, 
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the t \e of tha ZOJ. wlll ·de\erll1Ae the ta\e ot \he Zloll11t ■oYe■ n\ 

ner&ll.7. !ec se i\ 1• a neral, aoa-~\y er lsation, it ha1 l••• 

cl ritr th aey oth r Zioni1i or nl~ \ion t re, n,. !be ZOA 11 more 

im ortant th n aey ot them nd hould b ~r• 1 orlul. Con•eq entl7, 11 

11 1\it!er1n more\ an &D7 iher Z1onla\ or nl at1on fro ,ne 1 1r1\ul 

crial1. he great expan1loa ot the 10A e" • in t·1e l 1i ten ye r , !.nee 

the war nd thee er enc• of \he \ate of Ir el. 'l'he zca, how Yer, d14 

not •• that o; ortuni\y to ed, c te 11s embera. I hAll tr1 to det1n~ 

Teey J woa.14 11 e to Te a Jewl h 1\ te tor oth• 
• 

Jew1. T r7 Jew wou.14 11 to 1111t rel ••• wherner t ~ ra. er7 

J v voud like to fl \ t e Je~l•h c • 1n the Unit d tion. 

th !oreMentioned ~ r1 d, thP vement did not u1e 1\ torcN 

to educ te Je • to e Zionist. dmit 

4on•t know t . ch ctr of the Zion1 t 

o~fitte n 7e r . Ot co , t er 

1t 1• a diftlcul\ Jo\. I 

it 

rel ~ionl t 

in Am~rlc t • 

rnel 'b '• in 

the main, the Zlonlat oTe en in America • won 1t1 c e nd lo I lt• 

eh&r e\er. It ia no\ ov tlrr.es of v or 

n_, other time, 

the7 how.d 

4 tell •• l• whea to be Zloal1\ ■ or uoa.-Zlonla\1, whea 

w wh, helr 4 \lea ar ln ~ch it tioa. ~ut the OT► 

men\ had o newer. 

l• ldeologic l qaea\loa 11 ■ach ■or 111por\&nl lban aa,q- eopl • p-

•• b cu, fro■ point ot Tlw, the lon11\ oT• nt 1h Ill! eaptve 

Amerlc n Jewr7 thro hit• 1nt\lt liou, congre lion• nd te4er tlone r 

1\ will no, zl1t. It uo 4o \hl1 without clear-a 14• of the ob-

Jc of ,h whol b eln•••• Zlonl1■ doe■ '' onlT • helpl other Jew1 



• 
, 

• 

- 1 -

\o 11•• la thelr owa eomi\17. l hA.Te ••' vi\ eo 

rie n J v1ah Co i\\ee. !he7 vo~ld like, hel 

ntl • fro \he 

oth r J va lln la 

Iar •1 nc1 dnelop their I at. Bu\ thq are no\ Ziolll,\1. Zionl•• 1• 

11 ifle4 '07 a lw'• desire, •~ir1tual or aa\~ri , o llTe with other J vs 

1n hi1 co\Ult17, to work hi• lan4 n4 t bll114 bia \ t vh •••er the r c

tic 1 o por\'llni\7 &n-1Tea. Zionl•• a ... u tr .. a f're ch~i • f J , ttb.er 

era eu,.a or nea-peraec•\•4, \o go ho • n4 llT in I1rr.1el vh~ t elr 

cha.nee co•••• 

Jor ""7 year,, th rev Zionl•\ OT . n\ eT vhen th rev ~, 

a Jewieh ae\\le •Ila lar 1. Zioni•• 1• qu tioni \ 1 en t~ ce ef 

Jew, ln th Di•--·-. Zioni mean that ever¥ J w hould ~•tion whether 

or ao, he ehoul.d. o I•r el d ho • t r & J ls .. llf n t h only 1 ee 

\ I lt ii 0111ble. I ui not aQre t i&&t t p r ties in , ia h ye 

e4ucate4 Jevt in th t s 1rll. I uain r T I7 c t1tiou 11. I don't 

\hlnk l\ 11 po•1lble for &JIT ~ionia\ moyement to exi1 1t· ont tlult e 

eplrllual 4eel•1on - ch in term1 nd noliua• 4 r -ed1c tin et tbt 

great ma•• of All•rlc Jevr, 4 et \he lea4er•hl of the Zioni1\ •• .,. ... ,. 

If \bit 11 not 4o •• the trea4 l• ore or le• cl~a.r. Zlonl•\ r i1 Ilona 

4on1 t ••• lhelr laee 1 the relnlll41q f ler el. her• • b 1 1 et 

■eaberehip eTea on the local c_, \here • bee 1011 of '1.aa; th re 

• been utorl1LD&le 4aellM in the qaall\7 ot 18 derwhlp, aot bee•• 

of 87 lntellM\aal 4ecllne ac £aerioaa Jevr,. 

I wa1 pl••• nil.¥ aupl'11el o f1n4 a hip deer•• cf J lib con el&u•••• 

4 ,.,.11ee,a1 qalll7 ... 70 , .. la ' 11 C ut17. t .,. aeTW 

•••n 10...,. ble 70 people, hi \he7 are o t•14e \he llenl1 n I. 
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Toll CAllJlO et t e ln~1de wi thoul r dloal ch e. There l e....._.111.e ln 

the quallt7 of the lud reh1. ere l• no flghtiq • lrl\ ln r etlc 

ro-I1r ell i ■auee, l. •• the question ot J ru1a1 ... Don't lh1Jak that \he 

ue \ion 11 ao1Te4. Then th rel• the flght inat wh t 11 c-1,lel local 

need1 - for e.xaapl• the UJ.1 c al . Ten 1n the• tter1, which • 

etrictlJ z1on11,, the Z1onltl on■eal l• not etlTe. I\ le•• no\ regarl 

the•• le1ue1 1 their 11■u••• The ••relp Mla11,er of I ■r ell• v cl 

un•ucce atul f ~t lMo talon. The tJJ'A 11 t1p,1 their rear 4 ao\lon 

without any a a st nee. It~ pear■ t t the 011\lcal t Ive of lar el &114 

the flns.nclal f ture of J 1 h .. ublie one.r i• no l r\ant concera et lhe 

Zlonl1\ oTement. 

I don• t \h1nk th•~• l ey heir to t ZOA. ·o ther or nl atloa 1 

uch aa a bltion. It 1• ner llt d bf t • other artl • t \ ao 

on Zionlet r\7 c 1uccee inc pt'11"1n t lee wnieh 11h, be waltinc, 

e thir4 tT.P• of or nls ton la the one set "P for ro-I rull -

t1Tltl •• hi• 11 different fro th fir1\ type cf roJ et or nl1atlon. 

elr re1 on11b1ll\7 l• eneral. 

ln that they nev r 11uae, • or 

•port of th tate of I ■r el. 

1 the UJA. 

he7 re 41fterenl tr the • econ4 tJ'l)e 

n1sa\1ona, th fln ncl or poll\1oa1 

The 01\ re■inent or nl \ion oft \ \7 • 

~'h• eneral tendeM7 1• clear. It 11 slag tha\ A erlc n Z1on1at of 

11 ar\1•• never 1 'bl• ln a oou.cll an4 \hlak or alk al»olll r bl.-. 

Peopl t \ we ahoa14 \hlak htere \ lid , t re 117 verilllthlle t kl • 

oae ot \he real loo a •4• re r•••l • 

I ,up 01• that Aaerl an Jewr7 l1 in \he flrtl \llr••• of a Jwl1h cal

\ural rertTal. !h.,- nee4 aore achoel1, r• 1 1 • an4 Jwl1h center■• ••'7 

17-•~-·-,• • ov.14 e anl, bal \he1• are leoal ••• loh are n1T a refleollea 
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ot a eneral ntl-Zionl1t \ea4eaq or neral Jewl1h laol tionl•• la A rica. 

Jew would llb to 4.on1traie tha\ thell' la parpoa le not ler el I 

American J v• her8. ror •DJll!'le, ,here w I th8 proJee\ of ••■orlal la aa 

meric~n c117 ded1eale4 ,. Ge•ral whe wa• a c•n••rt to \he lplacopallaa 

Church. 'h ~ ra1ae4 lar 8 a11ou, of MftQ' fer t 1• roject, a ho1pltal, 

vh!ch is non- ctarlaa. oat of lhe natient1 ~•4 1taff are noa-J lah. fhl1 

v • done out o! th.e 4eep f ella.g ot inaeourlt7 w ich pern4•• .laerican JtJWr7. 

'lhile t' ~ fJJA 14! fi htlng a rear-g\1,ar4 ae\ion. the other s14.e la or

&nizing, too. hev re ar nl~ing the■1elYe1 l4eolo lcally, too·. I don•, 

t hin ve c n !tem the t14e. J don1 1 think \he tren4 can be changed .xcepl 

atron nolitle l Zloni~t 110Teme-., aoYe•at which •~oa.14 eaptve 

the 1n41 nd aou.1 nd wnich ahollld c ptuN the eople who • eak tor \he 

• If there will be no auh MT► 

en\, oliticnl, or educ ti if,J, \he ba\tle of the TJJA 1• loal. 

e ner 1 t elln• of decline ••4 dee e •• ls dea1s1Ye. hat ca the 

r 1tllt 'beT I d.on1 t thiM: the lace ot le der1hiJ' in berlcu lflffT will 

rem in unoccu le4 lf there ahov.14 be 41alnleptioa la all l\1 tao•'•• lome-

oq to dec1d , w t eAs e of auppor., ahoul4 be glv a to lar el - lo l•• 

abroad. 'ha' would h Ye appene4 if Aaerle ha4 fo I the oth r wq a t)le 

Jeru alem 11sael It the fl , on laterna.\lonali \la 4 CoD• the e\h• W&J', 

J r,rq 414. Al ,u partl•• of ~n«l.11h J llff7 ha Ye foagh, a 1ne ~h• oYera-

n\. When the Cl alioa or bloo4 aa4 1hoo,1 ar 1e, \llq foach'• !here 1ho"14 

be 10 e'bo4J to 4M14e what ■ea1ve of poll\leal I n 11 pera1111\le. 

0 

If th whole Z1onle\ Y•eat aho-14 41.ain\e ra\e, I ~~\hire are 

11 t10n1 \o t.ak• l\1 place. I 1up •• the Aaerlcaa l..t1h ~ llid.t •• la 

on of \hea. Thq can care tor Iarael a4 looal ue4a allke. The7 are• 
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growl 

will 

world or,,aaiza\ioa. If \he Z0A 4oea ao\ revlT lt1 lf, \he le der1h1p 

in a fw 7ear \o the Amerlcaa Jffiah Co 11\ee, an4 other aoa-Zionlet 

bod1ea. • t te of I1r el will then be 4• oa non.-Zionl1\ l 4erahlp. 

Thar re 004 JtJW• who 'U¥ \urn \i-Zlonl ■\ tl-l■rael •• an, r•••ar• 

fro the ~ent\l••• It 1• a ar 4ex1eal ai\ tioa but 1\ a:, ea. 

The• cond quatloa l: la ,he Zionla\ oTeM nt \111 ne del! L \ •• 

ad4 a few vorda. h9\ la th real al\ t1on with r pre!. t Iaraelt We canno\ 

exlal 1n the 1d 1 ' \ ~t te of one, \wo or three illion J w. th 

Middle st 1 Tery 1 ortP-nt \o the world. e • ould 4.,..•l•p inlo t e de

ci ■lTe , t ot the t dl ~~, nd ch n \ne c ~ e\er of\. e whol re ion 

or 41 er tro the f ce of \he whol world or !ro th f ce of the lddle 

it. It the J~w\ h t te no~ld di ~Par, 1 don't now w twill ha •• lo 

the Dl I ora. e need 11th en r ,1 • of J wry,• trial, olit1c~ 4 

eraon 1, in order to avYiY tn teat. • 1• on y b inni~. e 

on a 1vift tr in &nd here r no et tions to 11 hi. If o~e\hi nou14 

p en \o th t treln, 1\ will ppen to world ewrr. 1u '• ~•r ell 01a, 

ot Ylew, l\ 1• •l le. he ffor, ••' eo■ lhro h \he " ionl ■\ oY •' or 

nolhl vill b aone. 

• 

had ov 1ecret UJ.l, whlch ln 1941 cl 1949, Te • auh •re \ha the 

whole UJA \ to ether o r erlod of ,we or tire ear,. Our• ore, WA 

w A \ Poper,, - lan4, plu\ tlo•, cl,l••• eta. Ba\ v \h war 11 oTer. 

!her 11 no more Arb l 4 to bet en. It n \he be uiag of nroce 1 

ot lnT 1\men, which caaae, 'ffPT far wl\how., I • lda4 f .lll79h. I\ c 

no\ be done wl,u, chaage la \he Zlonl•' cw••••'• wl\ • ore t \ioa 

of A rlo Jwr7 aa4 wi\hoat ore ln\l le eoan \1oa■ ... ,,,. a Jew, la I1r •1 

and All rlc • 
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fh re 11 nother •• ect to the que1tlon. I am 1ure t t there 11 the 

be 1nn1n ot a J wi1h reYlT&l. 1n erlc. Du. to thla and other r 10a. 

there 11 a retllra to Ja4al1m ,uaong AmerloaaJewa. It 11 not ineyi\Pble !6r 

\hl• Jewi1h r riYal ,o o the Zioal1t wq aa4 the 1alv tioa ot the Zionle\ 

moYe en\. Who 1h 11 leal \hi• rnlYalt Who ■hall or Ill•• lit 
. 

The Zlonl•I or i1at oaal. oYe■en\ ot the future 1hould er tor Is~••l 

n A erlc n J ew1 lib. It should be the la ad r ln all thi • poll tlc,u nd 

cultural, ro-I1rael 4 local, and uch work CBnnol be 4one eyer7 Zlonl1\ 
. 

'P r\7. Thi• Job CR.MO be M.Yl4H \7 part7. It c 'be lone onl7 b7 ulte4 

Zionl1t oYeM I in which the weight 11 in the c nla. th part1•• UT o oa 

\ \he main we1 ht 1hould be pa, on the ener 1 Z'onl1\1, no\ 1n th p~r\7 

••n••• who ahoal.4 direct All,-h, tu4-ra11in, etc. It 11 An b111ri1t7 tor.,. 

d the WA onl.T a• ■oa ~-giYer1. There re aoae 41tfer nee• ot iaio •• \e 

who ehould pre lde oYer the 1olu\ion of he roble • ot the Zion11\ moT ■eal. 

here ar MlV a\l•en who are'eo \in tor th job. I n se4 \o wh \ 

extent ner on 1 con114er tlon• re tftkin precedene int• hinki n4 te.lkin 

of Amerio Jevr,. '?he onl.7 ezpl na\1oa tu\ I c n otter 1 tha\ erle 

Z1on11t• are not reaq lo ,nlnk a~ \ he tl\aa\ion ln r 1 ten1. It la • · 

e1c pisa \o erw nal sq bl 9 a4 rlTalrJ'. Per 1 \her hou4 b differ a\ 

'TP• ot leaderahl. A erle Zloni ■m nee4• aplrlt 1 ITP• of 1 4erahlp, 

eo le who are r q •• w rk wl\h o\her oaople bu\ eo ro 1• when then el l•••• 

• are bulldlag the tate ln \hl• wq, in 1pirlt of co ro lie. are 

re q lo be onr-nlet, eTen when we are '11\e are \ht we re rl '• Soa► 

\hl ot tha\ 1plrll aho1ll4 preT 11 ln the l de"hlp of A rlc ~ Zlonl1 lt 

• • • 
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11 nn • 1•t.n&11,A in Te~, l 111a. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL • WASHINGTON BUREAU 

SUITE 305 RING BUILDING 

1200 EIGHTEENTH STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The !emple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear friend Dr. Silver: 

April 19, 1950 

I regret that I did not have the temporal opportunity to see 
you in person. However, I know that you are deeply interested in 
the proper solution of our Zionist problems a.a far as Washington 
ie concerned. It is in this spirit that I am writing to you. 

EXECUTIVE 1060 

It is recognized that the appointment of Dulles aa a consul ta.nt 
to Secretary Acheson gives the Republican Party a potent voice in 
l'oreign Affairs. We know Mr. Dulles by virtue of hie record that he 
is a. friend. Nevertheless, it may not be inappropriate to stimulate 
that spirit of friendship at this time. 

As you well know, Mr. Acheson ie going next month to Europe where 
he will confer with Mr. :Bevin. The problems of Israel and the re
armament fP.estion, no doubt, will be included in the conversations. 
From what I have learned he will be accompanied by former Senator Cooper, 
of Xentuclcy', and there is a strong likelihood that Mr. Dalles will 
join them in Europe. 

I reapectfu.11.y suggest that you, a.a an old friend of Dullea, com
mnnica.te with him in order to make him conversant with the current 
problems of Israel, with particular reference to the question of the 
rearmament of the Arabs by Great l3ritain with the approval. of the 
Department of State. It is~ conviction that this offers an oppor
tunity to render a real service to our cause. 

I am not unaware of the existing complicated irritations. However, 
I know that your dedication to Iarael1 & freedom and security is great 
enough to make you forget and forgive the unpleasant vicissitudes of 
the pa.at. 

The traditional heaita.tion of the Department of State with reference 
to Iara.el ia still in evidence. In fa.ct, the Division of the Middle 
la.at is saturated with hostility. A mtua.1 friend of ours, whom you 
know well, calla it b7 the ugly name of anti-Semitism. 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America Hashomer Hatzair • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
Mizrachi Organization of America • United Zionist labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zionist Organization of America 

lionists-Revisionists of America 
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I have learned that Mr. Acheson contemplates the introduction 
of a Bill for the extension of arms to the nations of the North 
Atlantic Pact, including England. !hia Bill, if introduced, will 
come up for conaideration before the House Committee on Joreign 
Affairs and the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, jointly with 
the Committee on Arms. I believe that some of our friends on these 
Committees might be induced to offer amendments to the Bill which 
might, in aubstance, offer a solution to the rearmaJDent question. 
While au.ch amendments should be introduced by members of Congreas 
as indiTiduals, nevertheless, if the American Zionist Council deema 
it important, it would behoove the Zionist Council to appear 
officially in support of such amendments. It JDa1' well be that 
the JJnerican Jewiah Committee, the B1 na1 B1 rith, the AJllerican Jewish 
Congress, and the leaders of American Labor would deem it proper 
to give their support. 

I am merely thinking aloud. 

The atmosphere, both in the House and the Senate, I believe, is 
a friendly one. On the whole, the Senators and Congressmen are 
sympathetic. The question of the BUpply of arms to the Arab statea 
involTes, among other things, the question of peace in general. Hence, 
members of Congress do not have to stretch their coneciences to giTe 
support to a propoai tion intended to serve the e1\d of peace. 

I should like to have your judgment on it. Moreover, if auch a 
step be taken, we would be called upon to present a united front. 
The exercise of your good office■ would be of value. 

If you conte:nplate visiting New York one of these dqa, I would 
appreciate it if you would be good enough to inform me so that I oould 
utilize the opportunit7 of aeeing you there and make you conversant 
more viTidl.Jr with the situation in Waahington. 

I trust all ia well with you and with you.re. 

With kind.eat personal rjgards and beat wishea, 

Cordially, IQ.A., ~~ 

~L~ 
nihu D. Stone 

EDS/p 



58 WEST 55TH STREET 
NEW YORK 19 , N . Y . 

ABE TUVIM 

C IRCLE 6-5 6 9 7 

5--2--50 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I thought you might like to know that I finally heard 

from Al Schiff re the pros •ect of my beco~ing the .._,,, 
'"" 7 0 A liaieon for the Palestine Rconomic Corporat:.Jion. 

Schiff has informed me that Szold feels that he can 

manage the project with his present staff. Consequently 

the negotiations, which never reached the stage of actual 

conversations beyond several telephone talks with ~chiff, 

are definitely off . 

I heard from Marry about your conversation with Browdy 

about this matter, and his eeemin~ enthusiasm for the 

2roject . . chiff, too, was kee :'1 about it, but evidently 

they could not bring 8zold around. 

Thank you very much for your interest, which was hearteninp 

to me . I hope t o see you when you are in town for the 

Madison Squar e uarden meeting . ~y beat to your lovely lady . 

Cordially, 

1~ 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL • WASHINGTON BUREAU 

SUITE 305 RING BUILDING 

1200 EIGHTEENTH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 
EXECUTIVE 1060 

May 1... 195c 

Di•. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I a~ enclo&ing here' 1th pag of he Cone es ional 
Record con ainin reoting to Iirael by enator and 
con res men on the occasion o the ce ebration of the 
second anniver ary of Ir el ' Indep n ce. They speak 
for themselvea. 

You may be intero ed to n tha the Hou officially 
ammended the calender of April 24th by dedicntina a er ain 
time to a "Si;S.lu e to Iara ". The rem ks of Congressmer~ 

cCormack, artin, Sabat and F ankli~ D. Roose elt,Jr. ere 
very appropriate, and o cours , to ta ements i~ th enet 
of Majori r I e der V.1ca , Sa) , nst 11, Lodge , nd others, 

re rat er corp im n ar. 

The e and 1ne sponsor3hi of the S nate re olu ion 
o gree ir.. o Is el representing a it did , the le er
ship of oth parties, is significant. 

However , the De artmen of State pparently is not aware 
of the sentiments of the Congress. It carries on its policy 
of i crimination against Ir, 1 with referen~e to arms 1th 

ubborn determination, t e Con ess no ithstunding. 

Thee is a an er th tat the forthcoming meetinG 
in Londt111 wfr!! .oo: • Bevin , r. Ache,s~~ may f~l,low he evin. line . . j 
~ ~"'4~u.. c~~ 't>'"' \M,~ ~ -- ~~*~tk • 

I wi 11 try to be in l ew York on the 14th of lay in order 
to list n to your mes B. I hope that you may find the 
temper 1 opportunity or little " hmue " · 

With •indest personal regards an be t wi hes , 

',,if"'),I ~ ...,..~,~~\ ~ ~tion tely , 

- ~i"-,,,...S)Q..\T,c\. 
Elihu D. Stone 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 

Mizrachi Organization of America • United Zionist labor Party (Ach dut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zionist Organization of America 
Zionists-Revisionists of America 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
3 42 MADISON A VENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Addres,: AMZIONIST 

AIR MAIL M&7 1.5, 19.50 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
C levela.nd, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Thursday night's affair at Madison Square Garden 
was a triumphant occasion, made possible largely by your 
own contribution. Those of us who have looked to you for 
leadership were thrilled by your presence and your words 
of challenge and direction. We look forward to the days 
that are to come with renewed confidence. 

I sincerely hope that you will be able to be with 
us for the whole meeting on June 4th and ,5th in Washington. 
The tentative plan is to have a session on Sunday after
noon surveying the political situation. The session on 
Sunday night will be a public meeting dealing with the 
arms question. Mon~ morning will be given over to com
mittee meetin~s and visits to the Capitol by delegates in 
order to confer with their Representatives and Senators. 
On Mondq afternoon we shall receive reports from committees 
and these delegations. In addition, we shall deal with 
Council problems more specifically. We should like to have 
you present at every session and take pa.rt in every session. 
I know that perhaps this is asking too much and shall appre
ciate your indication as to which sessions you would prefer 
to address. 

Affectionately yours, 

JU:SR 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

rome Unger 
ve Director 

Hada11ab, Women'• Zioni1t Or1anization of America • Ha1homer Hatzair • Labor Zioni1t Or1anizatlon of America•Poale Zion 
Mizrachi Or1anization of America • United Zioni1t Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zionist Or1ani1ation of America 

... 0 Zioni1t1-Revi1ioni1t1 of America 



Rabbi J ero U'mger 
.&marioan Z1om et Counoi l 
324 lladiacn Avema 
N1w York 171 Yark 

117 dear Rabbi Unger, 

, 23, 1950 

At t,he Centennial nq t ot The Ti ple held on Thuraday n-
1ng1 Kay 18th, Senator Taft, who •• at the Jut ment unabla 
to o beoau ot the Ulnae of hi• w1f , sent the encloNd 
telegran which you aay not ha 88 n. It a very • llent 
ata nt on the sit tiQn a 1 __ nternationali-
aat on or Jeru•l•• It ahould be n . wide t, publloity 
•• a lever to lllOft the tate De r 'T· .. -·Y,t. ..,, u recall that 
Ambas•dor Elath, a t• ka ago, d to Sam.tor 
Taft in connection th tha arms ai t io . 

th all ood 

A s,er 
Inc. 

Vi ey oordial.]y yours, 

ABBA HIL L I 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
3 42 MADISON A VENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

y 25, 1950 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Thank you for your letter of May 23, enclosing the excellent 
telegram which Senator Taft sent to you on May 18. Fortunately, 
Dr. Sidney lJ arks gave me a copy of it which evidently he DU st have 
received from you, so that on~ 19 we were able to release it to 
the press. A copy of our press release is attached herewith. 

Since Senator Ta£t had explained his inability to attend our 
outdoor rally in Madison Square Park o May 24, and sent a similar 
message, it was read to the huge throng which was assembled there 
to protest the arms situation. 

You will be interested to know that for severa1 days forces in 
Washington were seeking to have us call off this rally. Apparently, 
the announcement on page l of the New York Timee this morning, stat
ing that the United States, Great Britain and France were about to 
announce a ''unified policy to ship limited quantities or munitions 
to Middle F.astem countries", thus permitting Iorael to obtain arms 
in the United States and elsewhere, was timed to coincide with our 
demonstration and protest. Obviously, the protests throughout the 
country, which have been mounting and culminated in this tremendous 
demonstration, have had their desired effect. 

We are all looking forward to having you at our Washington Con
ference and to your 8ddress on Monday aftemoon, June 5. Ae eoon as 
you have a copy of - or excerpts from - your planned remarks, we shall 
appreciate your sending it to us, so that we can prepare adequate 
press releases. 

With fondest regards I am 

JUaEF 
Enc. 

Affectionately yours, 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hada11ah. Women'• Zionilt Organization of America • Ha1homer Hatzair • Labor Zionist Organization of America,Poale Zion 
Mizrachi Organisation of America • United Zioni1t Labor Party (Achdut AYodah,Poale Zion) • Zioni1t Organization of America 
m Zioni1t•Ren1ioni1t1 of America 



PRESS RELEASE 
from AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. 

MUrray HUI 2-11 60 

Constituent Organizations 

Zionist Organization of America 
Hadauah 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale-Zion 
Zionists-Revisionists of America 
Hashomer Hatzair 
United Labor Zionist Party ~42e 

l'OR nn-lEDIATE RELEASE 

U.S. S~1ATOR TAFT ASKS FOR DEFENSIVE ABNS FOR ISRAEL 

--- ..... 

New York, :.ay 19 - U.S. Senator Robert A. Taft, in a message made public 

by the American Zionist Council, today warned that the British shipment of arms 

to E~t 11 is an incitement to war and to an arms race which usually leads to war. 11 

Deploring the lifting of the arms embargo by the British last June and by 

the Security Council of the United Nations in August as "unfortunate," Sena.tor 

Taft in his message declared "I believe that we should immediately protest against 

this action and we should permit Israel to acquire arms in this country. 11 

At the same time Senator Taft called for a complete reconeideration by the 

United Nations of the proposal for the internationalization of Jerusalem, Sa¥ing 

"that part of Jerusalem built up by Jews should certainly be an integral part of 

Israel." 

The complete text of Senator Taft's message follows: 

"I CONSIDER THAT THE LIFTING OF THE ARIIS EUBARGO BY fflE :BRITISH LAST JUNE 

AlID BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL OF THE Ull IN AUGUST WAS tJjJFORTUNATE. THE ABU ING OF 

·EGlPT IN PARTICULAR IN VIEW OF HER PRESENT ATTITUDE IS AN INCITEHENT TO WAR AND 

'ro AN ARI-IS llACll WHICH USUALLY LEADS TO WAR. I THilij( IT IS Ula'ORTUliATE THAT OUR 

STATE DEPART..~T ACQ,UlESCED Ii? THESE ACTIONS AND APPAREMTLY IT WAS YIELDING TO 

PROTEST AGAINST THE l3RITISH SALE OF AFliS TO SEVERAL ARAB COUMTRIES.. I BELIEVE 

THAT WE SHOULD D4UEDIATELY PROTEST AGAINST THIS ACTION AND WE SHOULD PEBlllT 

ISRAEL TO ACQUIRE AIUS IN THIS COUNTRY. I ALSO DESIRE TO SAY THAT I :BELIEVE 

TB.A.T THE UN SHOULD RECONSIDER ~OlIPLETELY THE ~llOPOpAL FOR THE INSNA.TIONALIZA.Tl()]l 

(more) 



.. ,.. 

... 

- 2 -

OF JERUSALEM. INTEBNATIONAt CITIES HAVE NOT CONTRIBUTED TO PEACE AND PARTI

CULARLY IN THIS CASE WHERE THE JEWS AND ARABS CAN AGREE ON A PROPER DIVISION 

AND DESIRE TO DO SO THE UN RESOLUTION SHOULD BE RECONSIDEBED. THAT PART OF 

JERUSALD-1 :BUILT UP BY JEWS SHOULD CERTAINLY BE AN INTEGRAL PART OF ISRAEL." 

ROBERT A. T.AFT 
U1TIT1l> STA11ES SENATOR 

--30-

#:377 - 5/19/50 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
3 42 MADISON A VENUE 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

• TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ol.evelam, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

Uq 26, 1960 

Mr. Ha.n7 Steinberg gave me the gist of 
your conversation w1 th him over the telephone 
thi• afternoon while our lbcecutive Oonmittee 
was in session. I comanmicated it to them. 
The wire, which rou h&n already received., 
and the attached memora?Jd.um and statement 
will give 7ou the oonolusiona at which •• 
have arrived. 

I aincerel7 hope that 7ou will be able 
to attend the sessions of a conference which 
we may c&ll when the occasion arises. 

Oordial17 yours, 

Rabbi J'e Unger 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

J''thSL 
encs. lxeoutive Director 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hada11ah, Women'• Zioni1t Organization of America • Haahomer Hatzair • Labor Zioni1t Organization of America-Poale Zion 
Misrachi Organization of America • United Zioni1t Labor Party (Achdat ATodah-Poale Zion) • Zionist Organisation of America 

..... -.1!) Zioni1t1-RemJonl111 of America 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Addres,: AMZIONIST 

URGEN'T 

l-iay 26, 1950 

To the Local Committees 
of the .lulERICA!J ZIONIST COUHCIL: 

Due to recent developments in connection with the 
l1lj,ddle East rearmament situation, the Executive Committee 
of the American Zionist Council decided to postpone tehl
~arily the Iationa.l Conference of the Council \lhich had 
been scheduled to be held in Wa.shin~ton • D. C.. on June 
4 and 5. 

This postponement does not mean that t!e have achieved 
our objective. The situation is still unclear 9.S you \'rill 
see from the enclosed state1uent ,._,hich the Council is releas
ing to the press today. We \·rarn you to remairi r-ilertod and 
vigilant. 

~lease ~'1.ke every effort to get this statement pub
lished in your local press. Your tele rams and communi
cations to the St~te DepartmQnt (not to President Truman) 
should continue alone the lines of the statement. 

Further inforrot).tion and an analysis of the Big Three 
Statement will b e sent t o you ri thin several da.ys. 

Kindest regards. 

JC:LD 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours , 

>r ·1_.c--fl'J, Ll.M_,q.-u . 
J ~rome Unger (} --
Executive Director 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women'• Zioni1t Organization of America • Ha1homer Hatzair • Labor Ziooi1t Organization of America-Poale Zion 
Mizrachi Organization of America • United Zioni1t Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zionbt Organization of America 

--ti» Zioni1t1-Rendonitta of America 



PRESS RELEASE 
from AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. 

MUrray HIii 2-1160 

Constituent Organizations 

Zionist Organization of America 
Hadassoh 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poole-Zion 
Zioni1ta-Revi1ionist1 of America 
Hashomer Hatzair 
United Labor Zionist Party ~428 

FOR nn-tEDIATE RELEASE 

ZIONISTS VIEW BIG THREE STATEi~TT ON MIDDLE EAST 

AS 11FIRST :BREACH IN WALL11 

- -- - -
ASSERT COUCERH OVER UIPLEl-~TATI ON OF Al1NOUNCED POLI CY 

Hew York, ,Iay 26 -- The following statement was issued this afternoon by 

the American Zionist Council, spokesman for the entire American Zionist movement 

relative to the statement of the Three Powers on the ~addle East: 

11 The American-British-French agreement on arms to the ;addle East made 

public on Thursd2y, i-Iay 25, by President Truman indicates a, first break in the 

wall of American policy of refusing defense arms to the State of Israel. 

Assurances are given of equ...-tl. treatment to Israel and the Are,b States in the 

matter of obtaining armaments in the f~ture, The Three Powers also e~reesed 

their determination to take all measures to halt aggression in the laddle Ea.st 

and to seek to maintain that peace, t,_rhich is Israel I s deepest desire. 

As a statement of policy the agreement gives satisfaction to the American 

Zionist Council, to all friends of Israel (Je,,s and non-Je.,s) and doubtless give(' 

encouragement to the large numbers of Representatives and Senators who have so 

courageously and v1go?'Ously rallied to the cause of fair dealing with the State 

of Israel. 

The vagueneaa and unolaritr of certain phrases in the agreement, however, 

makes it necessary for us to point out that its value will be revealed only in 

(more) 



- 2 -

the implementation which is to follo w. t·Te are concerned moreover ,.,i th the 

position taken by those in the State Department who still seem to be interested 

in maintaining the inequality of treatment as between the Arab States f! nd Israel ~ 

and see no present threat to peace in the lriddle Ea~t. Friends of Israel and 

all those who want peace in the ?riddle East will therefore watch 1.r.i. th interest 

and deep concern the developments in the coming ,-,eeks and months. 

#381 - 5/26/50 

Louis Lip sky, Chairman 
American Zionist Council11 

--30--



E E O Cl 
AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRA y HILL 2-116 0 • NE\'7 YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Addre11: AMZIONIST 

NO. 46 

June a, 1950 

To the Local Committees 
of the .AlIERICAN ZIONIST COUUCIL: 

Pending a, restatement of our position in view of the Three Power Agree
ment, 1.·•hich is not all that it appeared to be when first issued, we are 
enclosing herewith several items of importance for your information and 
guidance: 

First - The text of the Three Power Declaration on liiddle East Arms; 

Second - A reprint of a significant item from the New York Times of 
June l, 1950, giving an account of the continuing British 
embargo on arms for Israel: 

Third - The statement issued by the American Zionist Council immedi
ately following President Truman's announcement of the Three 
Power Agreement (previously sent to you); 

Fourth - The gist of a statement made by Premier David Ben-Gurion in 
the Knesseth, in \ohich he gave expression to the official 
position of the Israel Government. 

\·Tith this material you will be able, for the time being, to guide your 
local communities in this period of keeping an eye on developments. The 
value of the Three Power Agreement depends on its implementation. We ask 
you to remain critically alert. 

It is important that you maintain and extend all your present contacts 
and influences. It is especially desirable to have reflected in th:. local 
press, if possible, the expectation that the Three Power Agreement w::.11 be 
faithfully observed. 

We suggest the advisability of holding back on communications to Senators 
and Representatives pending developments and further advice from the Council. 

Please keep in touch with this office and send us all press items. 

JU:LD 
Encs. 

Cordially yours, 

~ ~Fl-/ 

e·ome Unger 
ecutive Director 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hada11ah, Women'• Zionist Organization of America • Baahomer Batzair • Labor Zionist Organization of America•Poale Zion 
Mizrachi Orcanization of America • United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioni,t Organization of America 

~- Zioni1t1-Reri1ioni1t1 of America 



BIG THREE STAT]l-IENT ON ARMS TO MIDDLE EAST 

Washington, Hay 25 (AP) -- Following is the text of the Statement by the 
United States, :Sritain and France on arms aid for the Hiddle tast, as released 
by the White House: 

THREE-POWER STATEUENT 

The Governments of the United Kingdom, France and the United States, having 
had occasion during the recent foreign ministers' meeting in London to review 
certain questions affecting the peace and stability of the Arab states and of 
Israel, and particularly that of the supply of arms and war material to these 
states, have resolved to make the following statements: 

(1) 

The three Governments recognize that the Arab states and Israel all need to 
maintain a certain level of armed forces for the purposes of assuring their 
internal security and their legitimate self-defense and to permit them to play 
their part in the defense of the area as a whole. All applications for arms or 
war material for these countries will be considered in the light of these princi
ples. In this connection the three Governments wish to recall and reaffirm the 
terms of the statements made by their representatives on the Security Council on 
August 4, 1949, in which they declared their opposition to the development of an 
arms race between the Arab states and Israel. 

(:a) 

The three Governments declare that assurances have been received from all 
the states in question, to ,-,hich they permit arms to be supplied from their 
countries, that the purchasing st ate does not intend to undertake any act of 
aggression against any other state. Similar assurances will be requested from 
any other state in the area to which they permit arms to be supplied in the 
future. 

(3) 

The three Governments t ake this opportunity of declaring their deep interest 
in and their desire to promote the establishment and maintenance of peace and 
stability in the area and their unalterable opposition to the use of force or 
threat of force between ~ny of the states in that area. The three Governments, 
should they find that any of these states was preparing to violate frontiers 
or armistice lines, would, consistently with their obligations as members of 
the United Nations, immediately take action, both within and outside the United 
Nations, to prevent such violation. 

• * 

6/2/50 



From NEW YORK T Il ~.uS 
JU.'10 1, 1950 

:BRITISH REAFFIRM I S~L APl~S BAR 

LONDON . OFFICIALS SAY REi'Ol"gS TiiAT~ EMBARGO. 
WILL EE LIF'.t"ED SOON AR'E1 UN"lRU.fil 

---
LONDOU, l-iay 31 -- British offici~ls said here today that there was no like

lihood that this country would relax its erabar60 on the shipment of arms to 
Israel in the fore seeable future. Although the embargo policy is under "constant 
review, 11 they said, reports that it Llight socn be lifted to pe1·mit a 11 token11 

shii:)ment to the Tel Aviv Go-.rernment were unfounded. 

One official indicated that Israel's request for war materials, which was 
first submit t ed last Christmas, had been 11 pigeonholed11 and would probably remain 
so for some time. 

:Sri tain I s participation in the recent three-power ruinouncement with the 
United States and France favoring the sale of arms to all Biddle Eantern 
countries -- including Israel -- 'W'!der certain conditions uould not in any way 
moJify the long-standing embargo, it wa s stressed. Israel's representatives 
here and in Tel J...viv have been fully informed of the British attitude, it wes 
P..dded. 

fflrlle it was not confirmed in official cirlces, there was reason to believe 
that the :British Government would delny a deci si on on t:1e question of sellin6 

arJis to Israel until impending negotiations '1!ith Egypt on revi$in~ the 1936 
treaty had at least ·been stnrted. 

On Fridey Field litlrshal Sir ~1ilJ.iam Slim, 0111.ef of the Imperi l St aff, 1ill 
fly to Egy-pt for a few dc1 ., s and ,ill c.onfer "ith Egy-_:_:> ti,,n offici ls on questions 
of the joint defense of Suez Cana l and the ·tationint., of .British troops in the 
Canal Zone. Likewise, Sir Ralph St evenson, ne,dy appointed British envoy to 
Egypt, will take up as one of his first tasks revision of the 1936 treaty, •rhich 
gives British certoin milit ary riGhts in t he countr.,. 

Results of these negotiation, it is thought here, ma.y have a bearing on 
Britain's futu-re arrr.s policy to,·J rd Israel, for Brita in is still closely ru.lied 
,.,1th several Arab ste tes and she will seek to a.void any move that might affect 
relations with these st ,;i tes -- al J of ~-,hich a re still officially in a state 
of armed truce with I sr ael. 



ZIONISTS VIEW :BIG THREE STATEMElrT ON liIDDLE EAST 
AS "FIRST :BREACH I,N WALL11 

ASSERT COltOEllN OVER UiPLEl-tENTATI ON OF ANHOUlTCED POLI <JY 

- --
l~ew York. iiay 26 -- The following statement was issued this afternoon by 

the American Zionist Council, spokesman for the entire American Zionist move• 
ment relative to the statement of the Thl·ee Po,-,ers on the Uiddle East: 

"The American-British-French agreement on arms to the Uiddle East made 
public on Thursday, Hey 25, by President Truman indicates a first break in 
the wall of American policy of refusing defense arms to the State of Israel. 
Assurances are given of equal treatment to Israel and the Arab States in the 
matter of obtaining armaments in the future. The Three Powers also expressed 
their determination to take all measures to halt aggression in the liiddle East 
and to seek to maintain that peace, which is Israel 1s deepest desire. 

As a statement of policy the agreement gives satisfaction to the American 
Zionist Council, to all friends of Israel (Jews and non-Jews) and doubtless 
givesencouragement to the large numbers of Representatives and Senators who 
have so courageously and vigorously rallied to the cause of fair dealing with 
the State of Israel. 

The vagueness and unclarity of certain phrases in the agreement, however, 
makes it necessary for us to point out that its value will be revealed only in 
the implementation 1:,hich is to follow. We are concerned moreover with the 
position taken by those in the State Department who still seem to be interested 
in maintaining the inequality of treatment as bet\·1een the Arab States and 
Israel, and see no present throat to peace in the liiddle East. Friends of 
Israel and all those who want peace in the i-iiddle East will therefore watch 
with interest and deep concern the developments in the coming weeks and months. 

5/26/50 

Louis Lipsky, Chairman 
Ar11erioan Zionist Council" 
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STATPJiIEl~T OF :P:REMIER DAVID :BEN-GURION' 

Premier :Ben-Gurion. speaking in the Knesseth on Uay 31, 
expresse~ Israel's satisfaction with the Three Power Agreement 
which aims to end the discrimination heretofore practiced in 
selling arms to the Arabs and refusing to allow the Je\·Jish 
State to purchase weapons. 

He said that the Israel Government is especially satisfied 
with that section of the Declaration in which the Three l?ouers 
call for peace in the I~iddle East, take a stand against the use 
of force, and pledge action against any aggressor in that area. 
He warned, however, that the Israel Government feels that the 
international body should not stop with the Tripartite Agreement, 
but should do everything possible to encourage and speed up the 
process of stabilization in the !-Iiddle East through peace treaties 
bet,-,een the Jewish State and the Arab countries. 

1Zr. :Ben Gurion said that al though the new policy co:itains a 
promise of peace• it fails to accompany this promise wi. th any 
guarantees. He welcomed the document, however, as evidence that 
the Big Powers take cognizance of the difficult position in which 
Israel has been placed as a result of Arab rearmament. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

AIR MJ.IL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

June 12, 1950 

It was really very good to see you the last few days in Cincinnati 
but it was especially good to have listened to your profound, illuminating 
and challenging address last ight. You must have noted the rapt response 
of the audience a! it caught each idea. I wish I did not have to wait 
until the Yearbook is published to read it. Have you~ aey chance a 
spare copy that I might have? 

As I told you, our Executive will meet this week on Thursday, June 
15th at 3 o'clock. In view of the fact that we shall take up major poli
tical questions I wish you could be there. 

Primarily, we shall concern ourselves with: 1) this period of watch
ful waiting on the question of arms. We have asked our people to remain 
critically alert to watch for the implementation by the Three Powers of 
their professions in the Agreement; 2) the question of Jerusalem. We are 
seeking in this matter, as well as in the question of arms, to extend and 
deepen our influences in all the communities throughout the country where we 
haTe maintained and increased our contacts in these last months. 

A third matter which may come before us is the question of the Ameri
can Council for Juda.ism. ~here is considerable sentiment to go out on an 
all-out campaign e..gainst them. The question before us will be whether we 
should do this or ignore them. If we decide to do it, a further question 
will be: shall we attempt to do it on a national scale or should we coope
rate with local communities where the American Council for Judaism has been 
an irritant and combat them there? 

Could you not find a moment in these next cial's to write to me giving 
me your thinking about all these matters anJ &Jl1' others which I could place 
before our Executive? I shall be moat grateful. 

With warm. greetings, I am, as eYer 

JthSll 
CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Affectionately yours, 

rome Unger 
ve Directer 

Hada11ah, Women'• Zioni1t Organization of America • Ba1bomer Hatsair • Labor Zionlll Organisation of America-Poale Zion 
Mizrachi Or1anization of America • United Zionilt Labor Party (Acbdut ATodah-Poale Zion) • Zloailt Organisation of America 
~ 0 Zionl1t1-Ren1ioni1t1 of America 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Addre11: AMZIONIST 

AIR MAIL 

Dr. Abba Rillel Silver 
The 'temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silveri 

June 19, 19.50 

Mrs. Unger join• me in warm and affectionate 
greetings to Mrs. Silver and yourself, and to your 
son on his graduation fro■ Haryard University. In 
fact, all the members of the staff here join me in 
ea.ring to your whole family, Masel !ov. M~ the 
years ahead be filled with rich satiefactiona. 

JU:SR 

Sincerely yours, 

Jer 
Exe 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Unger 
ive Director 

Bada11ah, Women'• Zioniat Or1anization of America • B11homer Batuir • Labor Zioniat Or1aniution of America-Poale Zion 
Mi1rachi Or1anisation of America • United Zioniat Labor Party (Achdaa A...odah-Poale Zion) • Zionill Or1anisation of America 
~ 0 Zioni1a.-ReYiaioni1t1 of Ameriea 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL • WASBIHGTOH BUREAU 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

July 12, 1950 

SUITE 305 RING BUILDING 

1200 EIGHTEENTH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON 6, 0. C. 
EXECUTIVE 1060 

I am enclosing herewith a photostat copy of a letter from 
Senator Ta.ft which I tho1J€ht might be of interest to you. It 
certainly speaks for itself. Senator Taft has been a consistent 
and cooperative friend of Israel. 

Your address at the Convention in Chicago was, indeed, most 
impressive; it is a program of action. 

The general resolutions presented by the Scope and Policy 
Committee, and which were adopted unanimously, coincide, in a large 
measure, with your proposals. However, it remains to be seen to 
what extent they will be concretely implemented. As an old Zionist, 
I cannot help thinking of the maey- pious resolutions which were 
adopted at Zio ist Conventions in order to be completely ignored 
and forgotten. The situation calls for vigilance. 

It is my sincere hope that, as a member of the Presidential 
Committee, you will actively participate in the affairs of the 
ZOA, helping to shape its policy and, what is even more important, 
helping to translate policies into concrete action. No doubt you 
are aware of the unanimous call of the Convention that you resume 
direct leadership. 

I hope that you are enjoying your deserved vacation and will 
gather strength for the manifold battlec to come. 

With kindest personal regards to your family and yourself 
and with best wishes, 

EDS/p 
Encl. 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Elihu D. Stone 

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Labor Zionist Organization of America·Poale Zion 

Mizrachi Organization of America • United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut Avodah•Poale Zion) • Zionist Organization of America 
Zionists-Revisionists of America 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
J 42 MADISON A VENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • 

Cable Addren: AMZIONIST 

r. avl. s. Duaae-.a 
Crtataal Covte 11aa. 
1560 •• , 21 ,, .... , 
Clnelaad.. Ohio 

£.prll 10, 19Sl 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

llaa, U.ab for 70v pan ta \ltllC 11p \be ••ttac l• 
Ctnelaal • A,rll $\la. DeapJ\e I -, 4ttno11lll•• co 
tro ,t .. 7ov.r Cone tl. I belieft tu _,taa •• wor\lawldle. 

0a \be •lier of \he elll-.r \o " u14 l Cle'ftl. 
111114•r , a119pto • of ,u Allertoaa Cul itan Paleattae Coaatl\••• 
w an loektas talo Ille Miter hirt r wt\ Dr. tlTer , ••1&1 
hi• r-11.•. I .ae hlah17 pl--~·-- at \he 1-.. l•'• respo •• 
to \ha proJeol lr ,u P"•l4•1 of • et.pie Dt.al"ol Ml \J' 
J'OU oa .. ...., •• •• •11 .. or Dr. •1-■ lllllt ,._ 

loeal CXJI ttnna alllll!111t11.'lf .. te • . o.1114 taJcaa ea.re 
of. B•""•• !11 ttev of ,i.. ld.t fNll- rep tac lkta 
pnJNt. w ...it lln Dr. t lwr•• ••--• u., ........ a 
Satar coaU le -•••flll]T lapl•••lel. 

Co tal 17 7n.re. 

tLD SUl7A. let._C •••I. b901lllw l>treoter 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Hada11ah, Women'• Zioni1t Or1anization of America • Ba1homer Balzalr • Labor Zioni1t Or1aniaadon of Amerlca-Poale Zion 
Mizrachi Organization of America • United Zioni1l Labor Party (Achdut Avodab-Poale Zion) • ZJonilt Organization of America 

._..@) Zioni1t•Reri1ioni1t1 of America 



Babbi leroae Oqar 
aerie a Z10111at Couaoll 
542 llediaOD .l-na• 
le on 17, le York 

117 de r Rab 1 Oqara 

.lprll ll, 1951 

Repqtng to 7 m- aote ot April 8th, the aDllth ot 11&7 ill be 
a prett7 cro eel one here botb 1n cowcti n 1th the U.l Driw 

t.be Bond Drt.w. I do not kno that th • •lll be eDO-,ll 
••ro 1.n, t.o o$nis• aa ACPC ••Snar. ft'llr, 1 the Zioa
lat here r .. 1 that tbey· •Ul get behi.Dd 1t, I••., reuaa 
•t\J 1 t ehould not be held. Peraonally, I ahall not be 1a tJle 
01'7 to do aa,tblni; about it becau••• •• kno, I ahall be 
leann1 tor Iarul the end ot tbia aoat.h. Should tha ■ad•r 
be orc&ld.•ecl t people llldertate to •b a ml go ot lt, l .. 
aure th t ti. Clenl•ad ZlOlliat Societ7 Ul be glad .to oontri
bne lta • e to \be tlOO local upeuea. 

&a tar•• aendinc a CbriaU.aa 011 aa ACPC atuq to Iarael thla 
7ear, the7 will not be poaalble tor the twarla are t aftilabla. 
The Clewlaad Zioalat 8oo1•t7 adftaoed wt ot the.,.., t.o Mb 
poaalbl• ■ucla a trip on the rt ot & pl"Olllaellt Cleftla._,w 
about a year and halt ago. 

I ahall 1•t ill touoh with 8-tor Dirbea and haator a.then. 

With all good whh e, I reaala 

aoat ooJ'dlally yours, 

ABB& HILi.iL SILVIR 
ABSaer 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Cable Address: AMZIONIST 

AIR , IL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Si l ver: 

pril 13, 1951 

ThanK you very much for your let t er of April 
11th. I can understand, however re retfully, wr 
Cleveland can ot send a prominent Chri stian on the 
forthcoming June Study Tour oft e Ameri cnn Chr is tian 
Palestine Committee. 

I am ~lad, however, that there is a nossibi ity 
of an ACPC Seminar in Cleveland t his spring. Harry 
Steinberg will be in touch with tne leaders whom he 
met last week w1en in your city, nd shall move 
ahead to achieve the desired r esult . 

Awa i tin~ word on Senator Dirksen and S n tor 
Smathers, I am, with w rm ereetinu , 

Affec t i onately yours, 

~ J erome rn er 
JU:S~ Executive Dir~ctor 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hada11ah, Women'• Zioniet Organization of America • Hashomer Hatzafr • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
Mi1racbi Organization of America • United Zionist Labor Party (Acbdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioniet Organisation of America 

8 Zioni1te-Revi1foni1ta of America 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MUllllAY HILL 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Cable Addren: AMZIONIST 

Miss Elizabeth Rice 
Secretary to Dr. Silver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

DePr ass Rice: 

April 26, 1951 

I attended the farewell luncheon in honor of 
Dr. Silver held in Uew York on April 2Jrd and spoke 
to him with re ~ard to apnroaches that he had been 
makin to Sen. Smathers of Florida and Sen. Dirksen 
of Illinois on behalf of the Isr el Aid Act of 1951 
now pending before the Con~ress. 

He told me that hA had written letters to 
both of the Senators and su .,r~ested that I write to 
you rbout them. When you receive re lies, I should 
deeply cppreciate it if you would. let us have copies 
of them as soon as you can send them. We are most 
anxious to develop these contacts into fAvor~ble 
positions supnortin our cause. 

JU:SR 

Thanking you for your cooneration, I am 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

cerely yours , 

bbi Jerome Un er 
Executive Director 

Hada1aah. Women'• Zioni1t Organization of America • Ba1homer Batsair • Labor Zioniat Organisation of Amerlca-Poale Zion 
Misrachi Organisation of America • United Zioni1t Labor Party (Achdat Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioniat Or1anization of America 

8 Zioniat1-Re1'11ionl1t1 of America 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY Hn.L 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Addrm: AMZIONIST 

Dr . Ablm ,. i :i..lel 
·n· e Ten )le 
Cleve_ 'I ""'1, 011io 

De,..r Dr . Si ve1 : 

,C • 18 , -'- 51 

.... v r 

tried. to er:ich you over t' .A telcT)~'lOne ever· 1 ti es ,,.-est er fl 

. t t'10 Plc7, but ir,m ine t: t I Cc lled ?t just t·~c :non.ents tLat ;rou were 
not t: ere . I \.ranted. to tell y01 ·1 0\ t 1r1.J.lin, it w, s '(edne d; r -ni •' t. 
101 ryer ru i ~P 1s to s .wre :n Jnur own ex lt~t: n . it was n r?re nd 
privilq ;ed e eri<=>PCe , unfair as it W!lS to ou to denand t h r:1t you ad
cress so . re"t, t . r ng only A fm· Lo1rs c:.fter rirr·v· c; h me . It mst 
h ve been insnirin; to .ron to have felt t e ·n ?ct of .,ro11r nthu ia tic 

e rers . I m inforMed hat as ·r E?t en c11 ien<:e, s w c:- inside , w s also 
outside , un le to ;ain , C:.r:1issi0n into the crowc.le ro r,1. Th:-1nk you r:i g in 
for an unfor-·ett~ le exnerience . 

Yest-erdl\7 ii pc: ::, very busy ;1y in t h s effort to mobilize r. e-9 
nre s 1re on the q_· e~ti0n , f the r esolution efore the Securi t Co11 cil . 

• JSky ~€11t ~ tele -r, m to :- r s · dent Trmn'\n, it .. co )ies to Seer tE1ry 
c 1eson ~ nd noes "'dor rren Austin, w1. .. • c s r le ed to he :press , 

cS pert e tt ched press release . 

e t •ien c.;sll d n : ey peonlc in 1 ew r': , :Boo t on , C'1ic. ;o , Detro ~ t , 
e tt~e , Clevel~nu, Denver , Ind ~nnnolis , Baff, lo, lb n:y , 3rltiMo~, 

Los An1;eles , Pitt ur h , nd • ,etropolitan ·rew York. 

In d.i tior , ve s . t wir , to our :-ce r eop l in t' e iollowin: ci tie 
irst ·u.cting t em to mobi, ize an o t 1 ,0t in• of simil r t le ·rnr:1s from ti. • r 
con"Z! mi ties : Birm n h[) □ , Little Roe r , San Die o, San Fr ncisco , :Br · ge-
port , :·ew ..... ven , .. e London , ·, st {• rtfor d , lilmin.,ton , Atl< ntB , .. erl Orle ns , 
-innen olis , St . aul , ~,. n«3 City , St. Lon.is , OmP , Ci.cinnnti , Columbn , 

O...c2. homa Cit .· , Tulsa , Provl ence , . ashviJle , Dplln.s, ./011 ston, S"'lt Lr '"e 
Cit· , .. orf olk, 

Then we ent out the atto.c' ed memorandum to our cnt·rc list . 

In 2d:iitl') , e notif ed by wire e, c. of the ei ht constituent n ties 
BskinL them to c:111 upon their peo.)le to do th same . 

he ACPC lso sent c, lls to 40 1 e in' i" • 'u ls ti rou :.hout t e Uni t ed 
States • 

. r . Li slcy- , as ell a~ the s , of c urs , were in t L1.ch ith Eddie 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Baclaaaah. Women'• Zioni■t Organization of America • B&1bomer Batzair • Labor Zloni1t Organization of Amerlca-Poale Zion 
Misrachi Organization of America • United Zloni■t Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zionilt Or1mbatlon of America 

--~8 Zioni1tt-Reri1ioni1ta of America 
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Dr. Abbn Hillel Siver - 2 - -! y 18, 1951 

Jacobson, Abe Feinberg, Jacob Blaustein, Fran:,:: Gold.r;1an, Con-;. 1·cCormack 
Rnd Secretary ChA.pmR-n. Of these peonle, to r:iy ,enowled.~e , Bl us tein a.nd 
Chc..·omc1n have a -, reed to S"Jeek to the Presi ent . In c1d.dition, red.a Kirch
\··ey, of the lat ion Associates, was usinLJ her co 1tactc:o . Hr . Stone and Hr . 
Kenen in Wa~hin'"'ton were in touch with Con ·ressmen and St.r a.tors . 

Report~ e '"'an to reach me t!1is r1orning that thous...,nds of \1:.res wert 
oin out from n.11 over tl1e country . nfortunately, a ·vec;tern Union 

strike in 11 states was ca1sing delay in the transmis ion of some of 
these !ires . l evertheless, the momentum is re idly -rowine. 

?fr . Brawdy received your tele...:,ram last ni ;ht and i as been in touch 
vitn the Presid nt 1 s office . He inforns me that he exoects to ~peAk to 
the President between 2 and 4 o'clock this afternoon . Fnilin~ th t , he 
\.rill fl.f .own to Wa hin~ton to see l.i.im . 

od.ay we are ~erding nnthe vrire to the eo)le n the co nunit'es 
li~ted bove who receivPd wires or phone calls from us yesterday, s fol-
lo is : 11 I nu3.1A~ T YuU CO~-TI:JUE TE1EG CAVPAIGN RE )J.EST:FJD ~ST~R 1\Y . 
DISCO.~-I <UE Olh,Y IF PRESS OR RADIO REPORTS Dl'~k' T OF RESOVJTI ~ l I1~ SL'.JCT .. I::' 
CO"' , . .TCii,. IF RESGLilllvlJ PASSED OR PAnTIALLY IODIFIED CG.~TE:uE CAl~PAIGlT T... TIT 
fE 1 ·cTIFY YO.. OF F T_IE. DEVEL0Pl-1E'~TS . 11 

I '"Dnte you to nve a. full ,..enort of t!liS action on 0ur nurt . If 
only the Israel Del .otion hc1d had_ the sll._s1te inkline of this so that 
we could have ~,;:nown n day or so soonerl As it w2s, we did not et the 
first infor~ tion from the Jsrc.el Dele .,nti,n until Wedne day ni .ht , _:iv
in us less than~ day ' time to s ·in~ into action and ~obilize public 
oninion. 

JU:SR 
Enc 

Once eain, let me scy it was wonderful see·n , /OU and ~ecr'n you. 

With fondest re ;,ar .s to you c r..d l r . • Silver , I nrr. , a~ ever , 

Affectio n, tely yours , 



.. 

•MERICAN ZIONIST EMER&ENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

ro Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple,Cleveland, Ohio 

,,,.... Harry A. Stenberg 

MEMORANDUM 

Date June 7, 19 .51 

The .nclosed • s for your confidential inform: tion. 

Kindest reg rds. 

S:LD 
Enc. 
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y THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Fairmount Blvd. at Eaton Rd. 
ClevPland, Ohio 

Ministe:-s 
H~rold Cooke Phillips 
Francis Chase Wheaton 

Der Spencer: 

My 11, 1951 

I hc.'\ve your letter invi ti Tlg me to be on the sponsoring committee 
for the proposed semi~~r on the State of Israel. 

per.car, I know you ell enough to be frank Roout tlin6 s. I han~en 
to be one of those who a.re not completely in sympathy with political 
Zionism. I am happy to think that mP-ny distinguis ed Jews and soue of 
our aolest Protestant leaders are not either. y very great affection 
for our local Rabbis Brickner and Silver makes it very embarrassing for 
me. 

Of course, it is n a sense stupid now to raise the issue since 
Israel is fait accompli, and certainly I hope will prosper and be at 
peace. Nevertheless I probably could not put my heort tnto this thing 
as I should. 

I know you will understand this. Incidentally, I have never 
mentio~ed my position to either of the rabbis to whom I have referred. 

it al good wi ~hes, 

~ r. Spencer D. Irwin 
7052 Hotel Cleveland 
Clevel nd, Ohio 

Your friend , 

Harold 
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JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY 
Office of t he President 

Clev-eland, Ohio 

May 11, 1951 

l•I r. tipencer D. Irwin, Cha irman 
Cleveland "Report from I s rael" Semina r 
7052 Hotel Cle~e A.nd 
Cleveland lJ, Ohio 

Dea r Spencer: 

I just dug out from t he accumulation of the past few days your 
invitation to sponsor the "Report from Israel". 

I t poses a question . On the one hand, I probably could gai n 
some more stature with my good friends Abie Luntz, Rabbi Cohen, Gene 
Good.man, et al; on the other, there seems to be so much controversy 
over the movement, even among the Jews, and I know so little about 
it all, tha t I think it the better part of prudence to withhold thP 
President's name. 

Cordially your s , 

(Signed) F. E. Weefle, S. J. 

FEW:m 

, 
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