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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Ter1. le 

November? , 1934 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

.iy de r Rabbi s: lver : 

P rsua t to your slgge tion, I h e wr.itten to the 
four men whose subscription you have . orwarded to me . 
In doing so , I h~ve ufiliz0d my personal st tionory 
since I believe this to e the prefe a.ble m l od . 

The earliest reports re som.e vh"'t sketchy . For y ur 
in "'o , at· on, I have ju::;t heard by long (]is tance tel-
e hone ·ho..t we ave been snccess tl . 

I, ow you v.· 11 e gr tifie . 

•G: rs 
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Riobard B. Out■ta 
Direot 
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J I EXECUTIVE 0l'l'ICES SIGMUND LIVINGSTON. 
CHAIRMAN 

ANfrl•DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
01' B'NAI B'RITH 

130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 1417 
PHONE l'RANKLIN 2221 

CHICAGO, 

January 9, 1935 

Rabbi Abba. Hillel Silver 
105th St. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleve land, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

RICHARD E. GUTSTADT, 
011111:CTOII AND allCIIETAIIY 

MILES M. GOLDBERG, 
A&alaTANT allCIIETAIIY 

I enclose herewith copy of a letter just written to 
Judge Drucker, the content of which is, I believe, 
quite clear but Which, a.s you will immediately deduce, 
treats of a. ver , vital point. 

If we can establish t he fact that either the Germ.an 
ambassador at 7a.shington or the Germ.an overnment ha.s 
been using pressure on the German consul at Cleveland 
to secure public engagements for s. Bodenschatz, 
it does tvro t hings. It estab ishes her as a pe.id 
propagandist, and it also shows the duplicity of the 
German over~.ment a.nd the falseness of its avO\"Tals. 

I trust t1at it ill not be imposing on you too much 
to bespeak your cooperation with Jude Drucker. 

REG:EF 

ard E. Gutstadt 
Director 
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Jud e Louie Dl'lacker Jan y • 1~5 

otti • ha been cont cting erican citi • ur ing re. odenachat1 '• 
lecture•. Th • into tion m1 ht prove TeJ'Y helpful to ue later on. 

are oertai dit cultie• which I appreciate. The tt r st 
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Executive Off"ces 
A JTI *D~FAHA.TI OJ LEAGUE 

of B'nai B1rith 
13 0 N. Y'lw 1 s St . 
Chicago, Illinois 

Judge Louis Drucker 
305 Leader Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Lou: 

Enclosed herewith yo 

excerpts £ran one o~ 

George K. Bodenschatz, 

wrote you. 

menn by the 

January 15, 1935 

a few 

whom I l y 

ndica.te what I 

Richard E. Gutstadt 
Director 

REG:EF 
cc: Rabbi Silver 



BXCERPTS FROM AN ADDRESS 
DELIV 'RED BY KRS GEORGE K. 

BODEN CRUZ 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

••••••"They. (the Germana.) are aware of the many problems faoing them, but a thing 
has happened whioh ha• been llDknown in Germany ainoe the war. They are united •••••• 
They seem to bl ,r r in 'for a common cauae from one end ot the country to the 
other." 

••••••"It ia said a German thinks and thinks again. and then once more. and then 
perhaps, he aots. Knowing this oharaoteriatio to be true ••ems to me to 1Ddioate 
that National Socialiam 1• what the people of Germany want today• and they want 
the present leader• at the helm. Many 1ay that the preaent government was foroed 
on them. This seem• utterly ridiouloua when you take into consideration that 
they have seen it grow tor 15 year ■• and finally it l'Wept into po•r by an over
whelming vote. I am inoliJ:lat to think that Germany- will be the first oountry-
to ork her way out of the present ohaoa beoause ahe has been the first to hit 
bottom ••••••• 

•••••••"He, {Hitler.) 1 ■ loved to the point of worship. He is spoken of .as a 
Messiah. I have frequently heard German people aay, "He is a Messiah not for ua 
alone. But for the whole world. They always apeak of him ae "Our Leader." The 
individual says "My Leader." • 

••••••"Morals have much improved. Berlin since the war haa been known aa the 
"wide open city of the world." Homo1exual vioe openly flourished, nude pictures 
and design and profane literature could be eeen and purchased at every corner. 
All of these are DOW prohibited, etc •••••• 

••••••"The women are splendidly organized. In their meeting places they are not 
classified. The wife of the banker walks be side the sordbwoman. They mend and 
wash the olothJng of the unemployed men other than workers, etc •••••• 

••••.• "You heard much at first that the intelligentsia w snot behind Hitler. 
This is gone. Today it is changed. I have DO le11 authority than Herr Major 
Fehn, President of the Maximillian Institute of Munich. that great inati tution 
of learning where only the most talented can quality. as students. He told me 
that three-fourths of the intelligentsia aupport the Hitler movement today, one
half out of firm oonviotion, the other beoauae they feel it is the lesser of 
two evils. If Hitler hadn't come to Gennany, they feel that Germany would have 
been lost •••••. 

••.... "This bringame to the anti-Semitio question, a thing that is supposed to be 
loaded with dynamite. hyT Because we know the Jew as a reapected and admired 
citizen d the world over. The public feels a sympathy for a raoe that ha1 
withstood persecution and proaeoution from the day■ they fled from the land of 
Egypt. Spain. England. Franoe, Au1tria. Poland, Ru111a. and Germany have from 
time to time made things difficult for the Jew. He has been depr~ved of political 
equality and disoriminated again■t in many way,. The German J ow represents an 
espeoially high ■tat• of culture and advancement. fhen the National Sooial1.sts 
oame into power, the whole world protested when they began to carry out their 
program againat the Jew■• The world oried out "Barbarians," "cruelty." eta. 
Gennany has alway• been anti- emitio. Before the war• when the Jew waa given the 
title of Von or a minor position of state. he waa obliged to give up hi1 faith 
and become a Chriatian. These Je a were known as "baptized Jewa." After the war, 
eapeoially during the revolution. the anti-Semitic feeling everywhere flared up 
in Germany and continued to aaoulder. burning deeper and deeper until th• revolu-
tion la1t Maroh. On this subject I am not going to exprea1 a 1ingle peraonal 
opinion. because I feel that you hawe not oome here to hear what I might personally 
think. I am not an authority on the situation. consequently my opinion 11 worthl•••• 
I oan only tell you th•~ things that I have aeen personally-. what people have ■aid 
to me. and give you the names of my informants. A few week• ago. Kr. Seebode de
livered from this pulpit a sermon that had no bearing whatever on the Geraan 1ub
jeot, but he eaid at that time that every subject has two aid••• Thi• ia true. 
That we don't deny. The German ■ a.ya the Jew is an OrientalJ that th• aatter 11 
not religi ous, but raoialJ being an Oriental, he ha• different atandaid1 of 
oi viliaation, culture ud moral■• La1t y.ar, when I waa in Germany, I mad• • 
apeoial effort to oul ti vat• the aoquaintanoe of educated J ewa • For :aallJ year• I 
have had a mu,er of Jewi ■h friend• in Germany. I have been • gueat in their 
homes. have enjoyed the closest 1ooial and bu1ines1 contact, am I feel oonvino•d 
that they are •• good friend• to me today- as I •• Thi ■ year I •pent auoh time 
with the Jew•. 1 goiag to preaent their aid• or the que1t1on a• they told it 

to me. and I• goilig :to preaent the Geraan'• •ide of the que1tion•••••• • 



~ r 
• • • • ! • 

••••••"After the W&l', the Jewa,being the better educated and with greater oultur e 
naturally were bett er situated, to f ill positions of authority. I t has been 
frequently asked how the Jewa, with only one percent of the entire Jerman popula
tion, could hold ao many high atate position,. Before the war they only held 
positi_n, of state aooording to :eeroentage. This waa alao true of aohools and 
professionala. After the revol ·&,.i. on, being naturally brilliant, it waa osaible 
for them to pass the d jffioult examinationaJ they being,aa. I have explained, 
the intelligentsia of the neWll regime, it was possible for them to come into 
power in the schools and professi on•. These figures were given to me by Pro
fessor Dr. Ernest Shultz, famous Berlin surgeon. He told me that out of 6,000 
dootva of medicine in Berlin, 4800 were JewaJ that the Board of Examining 
Physioians waa oompoaed of l 6 Jews and one Christian, and the Berlin Public 
Hospital Staff was one hundred percent Jewish. Due to the pension state in 
Germany, the greater percentage of the physicians were di rectly or indirectly 
in the employment of the State. 

"Concerning jurisprudence, these figures ·rere given by ___ • In Berlin, 
45 peroent were Jewish lawyersJ in Breslaw 7iO peroentJ in riiilc£ort am Main ~4 
peroentl The judges in all classes of German courts were many J ows. The govern
ing committee of the Berlin Exahange& has been composed exclusively of Jews; 
the Committee on the Stock Exohan e had 11 Christians and 25 Jewa; Produce 
Exchange, 4 Germans, 12 JewaJ metal exchange, 2 Germans, 12 Jews. Theatre and 
mo, ing pioture industry were under J ewish control. The management of the largest 
banks was almoat entirely Jewish. Germany is the first country to which the 
Jew oomes out of the east from Russia, Poland, Roumania and Galicia. r equently 
not of the best type, they oame here and stayed for a f ew years until their 
material condition was improved, and then go on to other countries in 'urope, 
England, or oome to the United States •.• After the war, great hordes oame out 
of the Eaat. During the inflation. so far as the exchanges being in their 
power, for them to aoquire much wealth. Due to the conditions 3et f orth in the 
Treaty of Versailles, they couldn't be refused admission. The government in 
power at that time encouraged their entry, making i.t possible tor them to become 
citizens within two y ars. They say the Germana are the main reason why the 
dislike of the Jew grew ao rapidly in the last fe year e. Unemployment waa 
increas•d1 the people were growing poorer and poorerJ the public began to feel 
the J ew was monopolis.ing the government and industry. National ~. ooialista have 
said the following concerning the Jewaa o Jew oan hold a position of authority 
and this gwx•• goes down even to a woman be i ng president of a olub. Only accord
ing to the percentage of Jewish population in a city or twwn can a Jew enter a 
profession, or oollegea or universities, or hold directorships on boards of 
control in liduatry and finance. They are not restricted in business life. 
Those who were public officers before the lat of March. 19li or fought in the 
war for Germany and her alliea, whose tathera or son, died in the ·ar, are 
allowed to retain their positions. The same rule ap lies to participant■ in the 
Baltioua ar. Public officials who do not oome under thisprovi1ion have been 
diada•ed or retired a1 Bon-Aryans. The legal profession, just aa teachers in 
public schools, colleges and universities come under the same rule. ~awyers 
who practiced law before August 14th, who fought in the Jorld ' ar, or whose 
fathers or aona died in the ~world ,var, are admitted to the Bar. F'or example, 
in Berlin, out of about 2000 Jewish lawyers, 1200 are still permitted to praotioe. 

"The intelligent Germans aay that they regret exoeedingly the boycott, 
adding that if this boyoott had not been eatablished, there would h· v• been an 
uprising that would have gotten out of oontrol. So aay the Germana. The Germans 
adm ' t that all Jewiah ahops were placarded, but that the proprietor of' t he shop 
was not moleated. It is admitted that at least 2 Nazi men stood in front of 
Jewish ·•hop• and aaid that a Nasi man m\1st not go in a Jewish shop, and when a 
ouatomer would approach the shop, they would say. •Thia shop ia owned by a J w. 
If JOU are patriotio, you will not make a purchase with him." The following day. 
the placards were removed and the windows cleaned by the Nazi men. Th. s informa
tion was given to me by some Jewish merchants iii Berlin. The government admits 
that the·e were aome aoattered oases where private grudges were indulged and Je· • 
were beaten or killed, f'or which the tate was blamed. For example, I was told 
of a oa • in Breslaw where a wealthy. Jew had been guilty of seduction of two 
Chrietian girls. The tamiliea of the girl• took advantage of the opportunity 
and killed the man in queation. That there aou.ld be many oa •• like this, ot 
course, ia poeaible. I oannot vouoh for tha, for they are only hearaay, ao 
tar as I peraonally am · ooncerned. The goverl'JID.8nt olaillla that they have been 
unable to get their aide told truthtull7 through the foreign press beoauae they 
claim. the jor pr••• in the foreign oountri•• 1• under Jewish oontrol. I waa 
told by Frau Anna Schult•• that ah• had been intol'JD.ed directly by some of the 
foreign pr••• that they were only intereated in Hitler and anti-S itio atori••• 
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"I wa told by one of the representatives of the News A enoy in Berlin that hi• 
company had cabled hilll to aend only atrocity stories. In ,uly. he received in-
1truotions to lay off of all Jewish and al.so atrocity stories. Herr Max Maroua. 
friend of Dr. Lion Feuohtwang•r• the famous J wi•h authority, and with whom Herr 
Marcus ■hare• his apartment when Dr. Feuohtwanger i1 in Berlin. told me th~t he 
had seen this thing coming. He said• e Je I have been too oppres ive in ermmy; 
•• have not b en willing to b pioneers. to teach our children tha.t work »wtwg• 
begins with the hands. ,e ha e been too anxious to get the positions of authority 
and power." They have worked at the expense of the majority. Drl Joseph rabiaoh 
aid to me that Herr----• brother of the merchant who had lived in the same 

apartment building wt'th Dr ___ , remarked during inflation, "I see dark day• ahead 
for we Jewa unless those in control are wise enough not to be too greedy o~ power." 

"Dr. Grabisoh and many others told me that the Je ·• had a most remarkable 
and splendid war record. 

"Personally, I 1aw no oaae of cruelty or brutality while in Germany. I in-
uired from Jews and Gentiles alike. In sane instance , I was told that they had 

heard of oases. but it waa an~•olute impoaaibility for ms to get a name or 
address ao that I could personally investigate. From the Jewish standpoint, it 
was abDlutely true that there are many Jews in Garmany in dire distress. Especially 
is this true of the Je~• in the small tovm.a where feeling runs high. Physician■ 

and lawyers. as well as teacher•• can be included in th' s class, beca·1se nearly 
all, 1n one way or another, have been in the employ of the atate. Professional 
people, without exoeption, are now bbliged to confine their practice to those of 
their own faith, and the number is not great enough to support their families. 
The new law aaya that anyone who has one grand arent of Jewish blood is considered 
a Jew. Consequently. this mean• the children of recent marriages who have con
sidered themselves Christians find they are now in the non-aryan class. I haw a 
friend, a young woman who is an aqres1. She had just begun her career. Her 
mother is aChristian, her father a baptized Jow. She can no longer appear on the 
German stage • She must give up her art or o baok home • 

"Jewish lawyers are particularly unfortunate, because they are trained in 
German law and even if they do go to another country, they must begin at the 
bottom or find another taade or profesaion. 

"Many of the large industries sent out notices to the employees that were 
Jaw1, simply saying that after a certain date, the policy of this oonoern i• not 
to employ any more Jewish help. I talked with Mrs. Heinrich Nebenzahl of Berlin. 
She is the mother of the largest film producer in Germany. Mrs. Weben&ahl ber•elf 
i a Jo •• of .American birth, being married to an Auatrian and having lived in 
Germany thirty year•. che told me her 10n had film• produced which had ooat hba 
over a aillion dollars. He was not permitted to produce them in Germany. He took 
them to Fr anoe J there it waa hi •••d beoau•• it had b en made in Germany. Finally, 
it was produced in Belgium. where it wa1 fairly well received. 

ra. Nebenzahl told m• of a young Je iah lawyer who lived in another city 
ho had been put to death. She refused to give me the name and addre sa ot the 

man in question. saying that her intormati~nwaa hearaay, but she had every reaaon 
to believe that it ,rae the truth. he told me of another o se where the an from 
whom ahe bought things on the market had been arrested aimply because he had 
reapeated to somebody that he had seen a man in Hazi uniform 1trike a Je • • 

aaid that aha tDught it would be twenty years before Germany would regain 
lier lost ground. The ___ family have mowd to r'l!anoe. 

The prof•••ional .. n in Germ.any seem to reatly regret the loss of the German 
Jew• in the schools. told me that Dr. iller. the great German diagnoatioian. 
ha■ said, here would-m~e~a•i~oine be without the Jewa." I au: d aome of the ailthoritiea 
wh1 the overnment had not discriminated against Dl8n of thi• type. I was told that 
Germany oould not be • -----

"Kr. Sydney Schmidt. head of a very graat leather induatry in Franktort-- -
Maine, told me that he had no knowledge peraonally of an7 oruelti••• but on the 
day of the boycott, he had gi n order• that all of h·a plaoea or bu1ine1a rn.ain 
closed. did •ay ~r:t the 01er~nt had pd• the conduct ofJ?ig bu1in••• 
v ry uncomfo1 -.ible • by ,ub eoting 1 '-JC?r iiicu1atriea to c101e and .A.-""equent 
inapeoti n. He aee•d to eel tna t the ai tuation would •a••, but that n• notio•d 
lea ■ interruption. His bu . n••• require ■ hilll to travel abroad au.oh of th• time 
and he aid he did not experieno• diffiou.lty in getting a pas1port. He told me 
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t lll&llY of the buainess Jew■ in Germany had not been investigated. Germany ha 
a law which i• very atrongly enloroed, which does not permit anyone to take more 
than 200 marks out of the country without •1~oial p3rmit. This law applies to na
tivew and foreign■ alike. All travelers in Germany for the last three year ■, 
know that they are required to deolare their money at the Germa.n borders. The 
goverment will permit anyone to take 75.000.00 of made ap merohandiae o t of 
tha oolmtry, but it must have been manufaotured in Germaey. --~ told me of 
having brought his merohandiae to New York which had been his custom. for many 
years. This lawt May, he could not fillany all ordera, because the New York 
Jewi■h merchants were boyootting German goods. He remarked that in this instance 
he had to suffer in both ways, and in thiioountTy the ■uft'ering was brought on 
by _____ • I was told by lira. ___ that the Rabbi in the temple where 
she worshipped had said_ that the Germa.n Jewa were the most anti-.jemitio class 
of people, because they refused to accept socially or otherwise the more orthodox 
Jews who oame out of the EastJ that they had forgotten their ohuroh, and that 
up until last Maroh, the temples had been empty, but that now, when trouble 
was at hand, there wa• only standing room in his ohuroh. 

"I found many intelligent Jews who feel that this i• only the beginning 
of an :international anti-Semitic campaign. They ..xt say that if r'•rm y 
succeeds, thi• will mean that many other countries will try the same thing. 

Professor Winterstein, oft e University of Zurich in ~witzerland, told 
me that a Jewish student is not allowed to remain in Switzerland 24 hours after 
he had make his examination. Mr. Max Kahn, head of a large __ ,. industry in 
Amsterdam., Holland, said that only according to percentage were ~ews permitt d 
to enter profesaiona or hold positions of state in Holland. He seemed to think 
that a boycott would be a boomerang against the Jews. 

"Mr. aul Lackner, head of the Asaooiated Press in Berlin, told me ~ermany 
mu~t oarry through her anti-Semitio plan or bhe will perish if she stops in mid
stream. The German Jew is sufferin~ terrifically. His so il has been torne; hia 
children can.not secure higher education; he is reduced to a second-class oitizenJ 
he oan conduct his business without molestati ,n, but he must make no complaint 
or leave the country. He does not hope for a ohange in conditions, because he 
thinks like many others that National 'ooialis:m has oome to stay for a lohg time. 

y Jews are without income and are forced to lower their standard of li, ing 
or to remain in want. They must have aid from the outside or they perish. 
Germany offers no pope for the• young Jew,. 

She realizes that today she is the hated nation of the wor d • , he regrets 
this, because she does desire the good opinion of the world, but she feel• that 
she has been blundering along for fitteen years, gradually sinking. Iler young 
peo le have known nothing but suffering and privation. They have decided to 
take the helm in their hands and use the ____ inataad. They are convinoed 
that they will auooeed. They feel they are working along hone1t lines and they 
think that in the near future they will be able to prove to the world that 
they are working for the beat and for the up-building of their own oo ntry. 
Many condemn the methodsJ many regret what haa happened, but the majority seem 
to feel that it i the only way out of a very bad situation. 

"The world today is in turmoil. One oan almost hear the rtmbling of the 
cannon. Every nation orie• out for peaoe. All admit nothi is gained by war. 
Yet we GO on mrt:tJrpmm heating and breeding prejudices, said rei'u11ng to be 
tolerant. In nature, everything begins with a single oell. If we are to see 
a world peao•, we must ••ti"- begin with indi viduala. Every one of us must 
turn hate from our hearta. Becaua• am.an hae a different policy, a different 
raoe or religion, it ia not necessary to hate him. A. few yeara a.go, I had a 
feeling that we were coming to a better international under standing , but now 
when I talk, I feel like a voice in the wilderness. The world seems to h ve 
remembered little from the last war. Everything good oannot be lost. I had the 
very good fortune to hear Br. Jonah ise speak at Adath Iarael Temple a few week• 
agol He preaented hia case simply, truthfully, without malice or hatred. Seve:m.l 
time• I heard his talk oTitioized, saying that he•• not foroetul enough, not 
bitter enough in his attaok. I can only speak for my■elf. I came away from 
that meeting a better woman, with gr ater faith in God and man, becauae after 
many days of disoouragement oonoerning the sincerity of the deair• for peaoe, Dr. 

ise left me with a hopeful feeling that after all, toleranoe is not dead. Are 
you sincere when you say you want people to J juat throw out the prejudioe 
and the you oan go before the worla and talk lboUt love and peace. 

... 
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At Haydn H 11th Evenin of_ arch 26th. --- ~ .. ___ .. _ ~--------

The Intelll'"lctu 1 R volution i 

Au~')l.,.. "'• 
__ -_L_ - '-. •:, • Th G~rma:n. Club 

Prof. Ge is r announc d that he '1TOl ld tall on t h1:: intel ectu 1 

rnolution in Germany but h st ned to add th the would not dis-

cuss it from th lit r ry point of' vi becaus h h snot r nd 

the literatur . H ~rruld s k rath r on t . political as ct 

and th new men t attitud h observ d during his trip to Gr-

many 1 st su ,l1Tlur . 

11 .J'o country is so consciously con troll d as rmany by th r m dit t d thouP·ht of th 

hilosoth rs, by th ,... r t r.:,n '.'no thou ht thin..,. throu,.,h . G rm ny h s been country e;u ·d d 

gov rnm .. t o (' b, th hilos o h rs. This i in contrast to Am ric . AmericJ-t h ..... "' d rided 

thinkers and h s pr rr d a ov rnm nt of politic·ans . Th~odor Roo sev lt cod , d Wilso 

by alw ys r ferrilll! to him s th ''Prof ssor, 11 :nd t . countr r ace pted th· t ti tl s a 

c d mn tion. ch a thi.'11.g ould 11 ,r h pp n in G rm y. Hut now Germ 1y js no long r 

rul d by t he philosoph rs. Now I want to tell ou t 11 philoso1 hy o' this n w r ul ; it is 

hard to oxpl in. Am ric ns do not und rst:md G rma.ny nor t} Ger nans . Th y n v r h v 

und r tood them. 1 h y ar 9c(o wrong i th ir stim tion. This is not du to ir-;nor c on 

the • rt of th Ar _ric ns but du to pr 

H compl ind against current rican pr judic tow rd 

G o..ny vhich has b n stirr d up by newspap r pro a~ • H 

impl • d th t v ryon opoos to th N z· r:ov rnrncnt is Com-

munist an st ted th t pr ssur h 

b i 11 hi talks on G rm y with 

b n , row.~h t upon him to 

d nunci tion of Hitl r. 

Th Tr aty of' V rs ill s is th most d s pie ab l tr at.f in 11 hi tory. Duril th 

K is r's tim d si1c , G rm y h s b nth 1 r in human 1 ri 1 t io , in c r of 

• om n an childr n, and it bolish d slrnns c • r d for h 1th u old g . Hor could such 

a human o 1 0 cru 1 t in unl ss th r •1 •r :., Clil ·ooJ r ason 'or it? I, s a stud nt 



pa e 2 

of government, must ask, 'How did this thing come about, wh t was the chan~e?' Am ricans 

don't unde stand. Their r:-overnment is an outgrmvth of economic thinking, so they ar not 

capabl of understanding Germany that has such a differ nt philosophy of gov rnm nt. 11 

He ridiculed the idea that Germany has been carried away 

by a bad man . Hitler 's power rests on a broad foundation of 

popular support which guarantees its permanency. It is not 

an arbitrary dictatorship but a new philosophy of gov rrunent 

based on the Leadership principl . It is closer to democracy 

than the Hohenzollern id a because it envisages a classless 

soci ty from which the most competent are call d th leader

ship. He recommended ' fein Krunpf 0 for its new and revolu

tionary philosophy of state. He praised Hitler as a great 

thinker, vho is primarily interested in the welfare of th 

worker and the peasant . He said the government maintains 

its contact with the masses by lettin th m pass on questions 

of major policy, and that Hitler calls in the experts and 

the philosoph rs for advice and help in worki gout details 

of a sp cia.l iz d nature. 

"Hitler is stronger now than every . The Saar vote has strengbhened him. fuat is his 

source of strength? The system now in G rrnany is probably permanent . Any modern government 

that is permanent must r est on the broad popular foundation of tho will of the people . Hi tl r 

said, "I v;ant the mass of the people with rae. 11 Voting in G rmany is free. Last summ r I 

saw the vote cast. Voting there is freer than her . A judg w s sent to jail for on year 

for putting a cross on an nvelope that contained a ballot , so that he could id ntify the 

ballot. Don't beli v the English press wh n it tells you that voting is not free." 

"The mass of the p opl 

in the thoughts of man hast 

hav brought about a great revolution in rm 

n place , th~ gre t st revoluti n in history 

Y• A revolution 

d it has been 

a bloodless revolution, contr stcd with th Fr nch revolution, or ev n with the Austrian 

uprising 1 st summ~r. More oopl w r kill d in Austri in t,:ro ~ ks than in G r y duri:rg 

11 of th r volution. I t lkw,d to som one a.bout the pers cution and he said, "Y u h d five 
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lynchings in the United States last year, and you shoot dmm people in stri:es. You kill 

h t 1 t . . t II wit ou r vo u ion in your coun ry. Shootings occur all th time south of the Mason-

Dixon lin • In Germany a man is shot for treason only. 11 

"when my colleagues blam Germany they are not since . Th y want to think of Germany 

as wrong or else they must admit that they were wrong in condemning Germ y for hr p t 

in the war, Vhat has caus d the ~reat change in political thinking since the war? Und r 

th Kaiser, Germany had 26 states and Alsace-Lorraine. Under t' e Republic she had 1 ss. NGIPI 

under Hi tl r there ar 14 stat s and these states ar used as admin i strativ agents for th 

overnment somethin lik the couny-ies here ar used f ,r th administrative agents of th 

States. But this is not a perfect comp .rison as the philosophy back of the German Stat is 

different. Hitler c enc ,ives of the St te as an agregation of individu ls vmo will live for 

the State and as a part of the State. The G rma.ns of today have the same idea of the Stat 

as did Plato and Aristotle. They do not have the conception of Marx or Lenin, nd their 

conceptio of t ~tate is not of the Cor.ununistic tat nor the Socialist State. As in 

Plato 1 s Republic, every rn an has his place according to merit, Hitler b li v~s that v ny man 

should be dealt with according to his due, that no r.an is to 1:i, ext rminated but to be gi v n 

his place according to his abiliti s to fill that place, as Plato outlined in the Republic. 

There must be a place for everyon, and eryone must find himself in that place. For this 

r ason Hitler is inter sted in the p asant clas . . "A bold peasantry." (Dr. G iser open d 

his talk by quoting lines from the D serted Village regarding a bold p santry.) This 

peasantry, these people who are put in their places according to their m rits will be ruled 

by the philosophers and the experts. Hitler himself dos have a philosophy, but it won 1t 

appear in the United Stats pap rs or textbooks for th next fiv y ors. Hitl r does tak 

advic from oxperts. The Hitler gov rnment is a true democracy nd not dictatorship." 

H admitted th t Hitler has suppr ss d th labor unions, but said 

it is a mist e to regard the labor unions as the salv tion of labor; 

that thy were abolished because th y re lobbying and fighting 

against the ov rnm nt; that 1 bor must not b outsid the gov rnm nt 

fighting it, but it must be inside cooper ting the gov rnm nt. 
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"On of your Professors her said, 11Hitler destroyed 1 bor and the workin cl ss. 11 He 

thinks this because Hitl rd stroyed tr de unions. The rcrkinr, cl ss in Germany does not 

rest upon trad unicns. 1he AJ'Tleric n Federation of Labor is outside the p;overnnent. It 

tri s to force th gov rnment. 11 

• 

He claimed that the church conflict was brou~ht on by 

the church itself becaus it was not serving the p pl . 

Christianity has fail db ca.us of insinc rity and hypocrisy. 

"Gerr:1any has a classless soci ty und r 1 ad rship. This Jee.d r principl is a contri

bution to political science thinki~g. B caus I am a stud nt of politic 1 sci nc I have 

iven much study to this ~r at contribution to politic 1 philosophy." 

11A German student at Ob rlin said, ":e n ver h ard th wurd· 1 dict tor ' in Gerr.te.ny . 

This is s ething th t b long to tho , • ddl a-es. Hitler is our leader, not, a dictator . n 

What ericans on't und rstand is that his lead rship r sts upon th solid basis of 

lectorat . He is not a dictator . H has told th 

minute after they do not want him ." 

opl that h wi 11 not st y in pow r a 

"ve can't b li v in the English pap rs. Ther is mor sens and truth in the a chter 

and Ansei r th an in 11 the oth r Cl vel and pap rs put togeth r ..• I hop ther re no r~port-

ers pr sent ••• The English press does not want to be fair to Hitler or the Germans. 13efor 

I t to Germany laat summ r I sk d if they rould ublish n rticl by m as a r sult of 

my s tudi ,s th re; I told th : . I ·1 s not inter• sted in pay for th arti • But th y would nett 

give .._ th as. i n .. nt to r.1e becaus th y lmew th t I w ld tell the truth. 

11 In G rm ny last summ r I d liv red me 1 ctur sat a univ rsity on th subj ct of th 

Constitution of the Unit d St ts . I still believe in this Constitution. Anoth r r nt idea 

that Gerr. y has gi v n the 1M:>rld s the cone pt ion th t under monarch r th St t is som -

thin abstract, a la Hg 1. Th Italian monarchy x mpliefi s this. But iI rmany today 

th t te exists for the op l ~.1y col nd m . 300 to hav • a, s y r payin, 

their childr n mis-educ ted 
I 

grasp this at id a of Hitler's, mv coll s don't don t r or u 

rasp that th Ger., an opl ar gr t p ople, that ◄· h ir con·1.,ri1 ution to political thinkin 

is great th t this is gr t mov m nt. It is th most int r stin-, . xp rim nt in t 

worl tod y, or n. yb t any tim d it is t 1:1.ost int lli nt. Stud nts shoul b studyi g I 
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th rma.n 1 ::in ua so that thy can study this ~rat st of all xp~rim nts i ~ov rnm nt 

at first hand . Th cone ption is that ev ry man musts rve th St t o that th st t c n 

exist for all m n . Of c~urs, th r my som fan tici m in conn ction with this but 

th re is th 1 st pain attendant on this revolution. Th scoldin ,s of 

actio11 on th part of oth ,r peopl • n 

In his proration Prof . is rd scrib d th G rm .ns as 

~rat people, th ~r atest on arth risi high r still 

throu h th fforts of Hitler , as t ey unched upon th 

gr at st of al l xp rim nts in ' ov rnm nt 

r 1 tions . 

d in hunan 

rm y is d fensiv 

ttr s e i them a r t p opl , perh ps the gr atest on r h. Out oft. is t urmoil will 

come th reat st ideas in ov rnment . 11 
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In Answer to the Q.u st ion: at About The r _ dom Of The ·Pre:ss In Germ --- ----- - --· - • -- ---- y 

"rvell, does anyon:, thi k 'le hav fr ... dom of th pr ss i t ... 1 United St tes? I am a 

lib ral and b li ve in fr e speech and a fre press. So muc of the l'10d rn vil and sex 

lit rature was pouring into the Germ n om that th German peopl who still place th ir 

faith in God, the Fa.th-rJ.and, n' th !Ol!le , det r.r. ined 1 ot to hav this s wer fl owin , 

through their homes, and so censor d th press in order to ko p it out of ·;h horn s and 

away from the youth. Th pr ss is ee politically except if .{ OU are rt p;~.inst th . rrov rn-

m nt . The press ca .. not publish treasonable ar-:.icl , articles a.[; inst th ii; overnment. 

Per so 11y I think the w rld would be bett r cbff if th r wer no n wsDap rs. 11 

"Y s, it is true that there are 60,000 int 11 ctuals ou~ of sympathy with Hitler G 

but ren 1t ther that many in every country? Einst in is O'\£ of Germany b ca.us he s id 

he would n t nt r Germany a.s lone: as Hi tl r W8.s in po·11 r. Do you want to ha 

out of power ,just so Einstei ~ can enter th country? 11 

Hitler get 

"Novr bout th Je rs; thousands of Galicia!l Jews pour d into Germany d add d to th 

problems of the Republic. This g v ris to th rac qu stion. The Ex cution of th 

order s ag inst th Jews is r gr tted by all. Their brilliance is acknowled , d, but they 

re a f orei n rac • They claim th y a chos n p ople but who has on th choosin ., ? 

ny 

fue I tel ked to p eoTJl in Germany about th is qu s tion th y s id to me, •1h t bout the tr at

m nt of th II gro and th Chin s , th black nd th ycllo r r .c s in th Unit d Stat s? I 

know of an AmericUI). collet;e th twas • bout to awn.rd a Fellowship to stud nt, but first 

wrote to scmeon to find out ,h th r or not the student was a Jew, nd bee us sh J w 

she was r fused th F llowship . I am lib ral. I don't beli vein r c discrimin tion but 

th re is no solution for this J wish pro bl m in G rmany. '.Ihe stand th r;overr m nt has tak n 

against J ws h s to • ilia t is th solution of t N ,ro prob 1. m in this country? Hi tl r 

G rman.r mak s no a.polo i , for its stand regardini::: th J ws, nor do I . It is r r ttabl 

but it m st b • I must trust th G rmans to do th ir own gov rnin in th ir ovm !fay . 11 

u ,re don ' t 11' k t th. k f h t h d 1 t o in o· w a appen s suffi.l ,1 r . Th on y per ons x cuted, an 

they all h d fair h arinr;, w r traitors, and only th 1 d rs w r x cuted. Hitl r 

said that h woul punish only th l aders and orgive the follow rs s th y w re misl d . 
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If th se 1 aders had not been x cut d for treason just vh n they 1 r , . ithin six hours 

almost 400,000 Storm Trouf ors would have overthrown th p-overnment. Let us trust ermany 

to deal with her own problems, . d doesn't she d al vrith th L lik other nations? fuen 

Lincoln w s assassinated, Booth took rofu~e in an innocent woman 1 s b rn, but th t woman 

was han ed as an accomplice to t he ct, and I ~uess this country kind of drnits t' at was 

wren in hanginl! her." 

Answer to qu stion re: Hitler's lation to The Industri lists and 

Askin for explanation of ./hy The • orking Class 1 ow Receives Lower 

wa~es in Germant• 

nI don't know anything about your figures, but I deny that Hitler favors the industri 1-

ists. Germ industrialists never made th gr at profits that Am rican industrialists have 

made, and profits abov a certain .cunt are always tak n sway from th industrialists. Th• 

bie indu trialists support Hitl r because they aro afraid of Cormnunism. Germany is th 

bul ,ark gainst Communi • Hitler do s not favor t. e p;reat industri lists but th .'! f vor him 

b ca.us they are afraid of Communism a-id th y knmr th t itl .. r will n ver tol rate eormnuni ,n. 

Hitl r is not startin :> ar. Y ar will not come from rm· ny . To blam Hitl r is all a bluff. 

Hit 1 r is br in r:; i c.; s on step n r r pe ce by bringing us near r to reality, but if ther 

is war in Europ th newspapers ·will claim it was start d by Gor. any. Th t is a li . " 

Thr o I s, id in sp ech that y, would hav no r •cov ry i th U ited st t s until 

Germ ny is st biliz d, nd time h s shovm the truth of' my statement, and ag in I say you 

will h v no recovery in th United tat, until 1y • s stabil • zed. 11 

" iv on 1 y er it i c • m of G rm n s in Am er i c • i s th t th a r too m k d do not x rt 

th mselves. You G rmans r 200,000 stron~ in Cl vel d, ~d i you would band tog th r you 

c OJ. ld do anythinr;; you oould ch g 1 ctions. You ou ht to s pi ort th rman p opl sand 

. s .rt yourselv o.-- -shovr your strc,nr;th . " 

nl ov1 about this boycott, why do you st d for it? I told m rchant to look up my account 

for th 1 t thirty y ars and th n refuse to buy German m rch ndis if h dar d J I run 

rican but my blood is rm • My anc stors fou ht th C ear • I am rou of this blood. 

( LOUD APPLA.US ) 
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Some on in the audience of about 100 persns, f w if any of :morn wer students, 

rose to say that he wanted to thank Prof . Geiser , in behalf of those pr sent, for 

the fine and f rank talk he had given them, a talk that it took much courav, to give 

and that he knew must have been hard for him to give . 

With the exception or [i ss Chads y and three women with her, and of Rabbi 

Sherman and another man with him, and of a younr; ma.n who asked the qu st ion r ~ard

ing Hitler I s Relation to the Industrialists, tc., everyone in the room was pp·ir

ently in complete sympathy 8nd accord with Prof. Geiser. In other words the 

members of the audience for rhom th s lectures are gii'en, all appeared to be 

Pro !Ja.zi , .\nti Semitic sympathia,,ers . 

An admission of 25 cents was charr-ed. May w ask for what purpaee the money 

is spent? 



PRospect 5730 

THE LEAGUE 
FOR 

HUMAN RIGHTS AGAINST NAZIISM 

608 Ninth Chester Bldg. 

Cleveland, Ohio 

A ril 5th, 1935. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Th T mple 
~ast 105th & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

'ly dear Rabbi Silv r: 

I nc losing cop.r of th not s of Professor Geis r's 
lecture, hoping you will think of some way to us thes nots f
fectiv ly. 

The Presid nt's offic at Oberlin informs m that Dr. 
G is r r tir s at the nd of tlie pros nt coll ge ~ ar, having pass d 
tho normal ag• of r tir ment. H said in his 1 ctur at ~st rn Re 
serve Univ rsity that h was returning t o G rmany again this summ r. 
I think vre ar saf in assuming that upon his r tir ment from Ob rlin 
he will tu th lectur platform, and for this r ason I feel that 
w should take som drastic st ps now. 

I xp ct to prot st his ctiviti s to Presid nt ~ilkins of 
Ob rlin when he returns from Florida. I h v asked s v ral of th• 
alumni of Ob rlin to write to Pr sid nt I ilkins. I h ve ask d th 
followin~ peopl to protest not only Prof ssor Gviser 1 s sp eel but 
th activiti s of the G rman department of ~/estern R s rve Univ rsity 
with Pr sident Leutn r: Mr. Samu 1 Horvitz and Jr. Edgar Hahn. I 
h v sugg st d that th y g t on or t wo oth r peopl nd that th y 
int rview Pr sident L utner in p rson. I have lso ask d Hr. D 
Moley, pr sict ent of th Cleveland F der tion of Labor and Hr. Ha.x Ho.yes 

ditor of Th Cl veland Citizen to prot~st. I h v lso asked rs. 
B ssett, a.1d will ask !, rs. Goff w'nen she returns to Cl ,v land. I am 
lso sendini; a copy o th sp ch to (r. Furth whom I und rstand is 

th Cleveland r presentativ of the .Ant i-D fam tion L gu , n oth r 
copy to .1r. E • .. ~. Bak r whom I und rstand is th Cl v land r pr s nta ... 
tiv of tho J wi sh Comnitt . 

I do not think this is a suffici nt progr , sp cially s 
it r lat s to Western Res rv Univ rsity. I think Pr sid nt L utner 
and D an Trautman should hear from more p opl and made mor uncom
fortabl than they will be made by th prot sts of these few p ople. 
½~at will you do, and do you su gest that I do? 

.. C: LT 
1·c:L 

Yours sine r 1 ~1 . , 

lv.ildr Chadsey 

I have al o asked H nry Busch to take up this subject at the 
University in any way he can that will not emb rr ss him in hi. rel -
tions th re . 



EXIEC:UTIVIE OP'l'IC:D 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
01' ■"NAI B'RITH 

130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 1417 
,.HONE l'RANKLIN 21.11 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
105th alld Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi SilTer: 

CHICAGO, June 4, 1935 

SIGMUND LIVINGSTON 
CHAlltMAN 

RICHARD E. GUTSTAOT, 
DlltECTOR AND SECRETARY 

MILES M. GOLDBERG, 
ASSISTANT SIICltETAltY 

We have been hearing same rather disquieting 
rumors which I would like to be in a position to scotch canpletely. 
Word has come to us from different sources to the effect that syn
dicates or wealthy Jew·s, one in New York and one in Chicago, have 
purchased from the original owners at ridiculously low pri oee • most 
of the available land around Palestine. It is further reported that 
they are disposing of this to German and other refugees at tremendous 
profits. 

A second rumor that is gaining currency is that 
German refugees in Palestine are continuing to look askance at Jews 
tram Russia, Poland and Ronmania, and are avoiding contact with these 
groups as much as possible. It is diffioult to conceive of a people 
having recentl,: passed through so tragic an experience adopting suoh 
an attitude. Nevertheless, the rumor persists, and I sense an early 
double danger. One group or Jews nmr discusses this unpleasant nunor 
with a thought or curtailing their support or the German relief program. 
The second dangerous aspect or the rumor is the possibility or with
holding support for Palestine, since it is maintained that we develop 
Palestine in order to add to the profits of Jewi.shteal-est9te specula
tors who are exploiting Jewish idealism. 

I am wondering whether you have any information on 
these matters. I would lib very much to be in a position to definitely 
deny such allegations and I think were we able to do so. it would perhaps 
prevent such rumors gaining a currency which would definitely impair 
f'Und-raiaing efforts. 

I know that you keep in very close touch with all 
developments in Palestine. Ir you oa.n enlighten m9 1n connection there
with. I shall be moat grateful. With personal regards, I am, 

REG :rs 
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Dear Silver: 

JULIAN W . MACK 

1220 WOOLWORTH BLDG. 

NEW YORK CITY 

TKL. CORTLANDT 7•277115 

June 8 , 1035 

I run afraid that Gutsta.dt, whose letter I 
return, has been reading "Our Voice" , the Revisionist 
monthly . I feel sure I would have heard sonethi~~ about 
the things that he quotes if the. were true . 1urther-
more , I don't l·now vh t he means "by more of the va la-
ble land arounc1 lalestine" . 

There snot any question on the ot½er h n t t 
t1ere are some Je-ws in Palestine who are speculat n 0 in 
land , buyi~· and sellinr: it at food profit to anyone 'IIFho 
is ready to buy - a Gerr.1an or other,.ri e . Tt • s one of 
the real difficulties out there , but ever. bee;~ is , re 
o t - ··ovornment anc.t organ zation - and arc endeavor n.s 
to find some remedy . 

I have not any doubt that mutual !.rcjudices 
betv1ecn German .nd ",!1st ,',1ropean Jews exist in 1 nJ.estino, 

s they do in America . On the other hand l kno 'i he t 
the o ist definitely less out there than they ~id in 
my youth here , ,hd I believe less than they do ere toe y . 
I cannot, hovrever, for an instant bel_eve that this ou ht 
to or can effect sunport of the Ge~1an relief pro~rru . • 

I m, ho~ever , sendin~ the letter to ~obert 
'zold v1ho has just returned from a couple of months 
there and am ask n__; him to supplement my letter to you 
of \Thich I am sending him a copy, if he has an ythin 
to add to t • 

. rn . 1, ack is doinf; quite well and I have some 
hope th t shew 11 be able to make up her nind to go 
to '• uropc with our son- in- lav1 on the .l{ex on the 15th, 
but this snot certain . If she should g o before the 
Zion st convention I run hopeful of beinG able to ~et 
dovm there for at least one day , and if a~ I feel cer-
t~ n she GOes to ~urope , then I expect to ttend the Con ress . 

She woulc jo n me in, ind regards to you and 
Iirr . S lver . 

Sincerely 

Dr . Abb Hillel S lver 
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EXECUTIVE Ol'l'ICES 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
01' B'NAI B'RITH 

130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 1417 
PHONE FRANKLIN 2221 

Rabbi Abba Hillel SilTer 
The Temple 
Ansel Road at 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi SilTer: 

CHICAGO, June 12, 1935 

SIGMUND LIVINGSTON. 
CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD E. GUTSTADT, 
D11111:CTOII AND SB:CIIB:TAIIY 

MILES M. GOLDBERG, 
ASSISTANT SB:CIIB:TAIIY 

Thanks for yours or June 10. The ini'orma.tian which it contains 
is helpful. 

I regret somewhat that your correspondent jumped to oonclusioD8 
not warranted by the facts, namely that I had been reading the 
Revisionist medium. The basis or my inquiries was exaotly that which I stated in my letter. nall8ly that certain people of im
portanoe had approached me and had argued the rumors as justifi
cation for withholding support f'rOJ1. two of Jewry's most Tital 
needs. It is a deep oonoern for the suooess or essential fund
raising efforts that prompbed my inquiries. I want to be in a 
position to repudiate, in part at least, unwarranted allegations 
which cannot possibly do us aey good but may oanoein.bly do us 
considerable harm.. 

Thanks Tery much for your interest in the matter and olease be 
assured that I will appreciate such further information as you may be able to transmit. 

With warm personal regards, I am, 

REG:rs 

cordially 

Richard . Gutstadt 
Director 
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) JULIAN W. MACK 

1220 WOOLWORTH BLDG. 

NEW YORK CITY 

Tl:L. CORTLANDT 7·27715 

June lf} , 103 

Bob Szold returno the enclosed le ter of 
utnt dt 1"th the st tement that e ha 0 nothin to 

add to 1 letter . 

v:tf e ~ot av, , Sat rd, y 'nd I ho e to ollou 
on the 9t , 10th or 11th of~ 1 . 

tion on 
I on· to try to 
'1nday,(or at least a 

oe t the '~.:.onist C 1ve -
rt oi it tie 30th . 

Cordi l
.,,.. 

.., , 

Dr . Abba £ill 1 Silver 
'11h Temple 
~a t 105th Qtroet 
le el nd 

Ohio 

I 
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