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Mr. Richard E. Gutstadt, 
Directorf An~i-Def'mnation League, 
130 No. - Wells Street, 
Chicago, Ill~ 

Dear Mr. Gutstadt: 

August 26, 1936 

The most comprehensive reply to your two 
letters of August 20th and 24th respectively would be to send 
you a report of my connection with the Asheville Conference in 
chronological sequence from the very beginning. I have shown 
this to several people in New York, so a copy is available for 
your perusal. 

My definite feeling is that Nollner 1 s Group 
1s at present on its good behavior. In fact, I strongly suspect 
that he was given orders from higher up to tone down the anti­
Semitic racket in favor of more innnediate am at present more 
important aims. Furthermore, it would not surprise me to le a rn 
that some co-operation is being worked out between his conference 
and the rump convention leaders ·such as Winrod and others. 

The question is should we play along with 
Nollner in order to force him into decency, or should we 
definitely denounce even the so-called purified organization 
that he heads at present? There is no doubt that some of' his 
ministers are sincere, earnest, God-fearing men who would like 
to be friendly with Jews as long as they are not Communists. 
Heretofore, there is no doubt, •Comnunism and Judaism have been 
identified in their minds. I believe I did something to dispel 
that notion~ 

·on the other hand, by giving Nollner 1 s Group 
our moral support, we might be strengthening a weapon that will 
be used against us later. 

A great deal of pressure was brought to bear 
on me since my return from sheville to make~ublic statement 
denouncing Nollner's Conference as a political maneuver and as 
genuinely, if not ostensibly, anti-Semitic. I have, however, 
finally andcefini tely refused to go on record. Such action would 
be unwise, I believe. After all, my only interest is in protect­
ing Jews - not in any political controversy. Whatever is best 
for our people will be my guide ·as regard to this and everything 
else, especially when I realize, as anyone would who had gone to 
Asheville, how serious the whole situation is. 
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Of course, you will realize that atpresent I am in 
great favor with the Asheville Conf'erence. My role was to 
accept implicitly the benevolent intention and the avowed aim 
of the Conference (afterwards freed from the notorious anti­
Semitic sponsors). As a matter of fact, I do not believe any 
of us has a right to accuse Nollner's Conference of anti­
Semitism until he has given us ca.use. Yet, why strengthen his 
hand? His reco11d does not warrant absolute trust. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(S) Abramm L. Feinberg 
F: PCK 

Enc. 
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Of B1 ~ai B•Rith· 
130 N. Wells st. 

Rabbi Abraham L. Feinberg, 
130 West 79th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Rabbi Feinberg: 
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Chicago, September 9, 1936 

Thank you for yours of recent date with the complete record of corre• 
pondence in connection with the Asheville conference. We are also 
grateful fo1• the copy of the very effective address which you delivered 
at the conference. I am certain that it must have made a profound 
impression upon all who heard it. 

You are correct in assuming that copy of the original call was in our 
possession. As a matter of fact, it was this one document which made 
it possible for us to reach a number of the Christian ministers who 
went to Asheville determined that it should not prove an anti-Semitic 
gathering. 

Nollner was in Chicago last week. He came to confer with Dr. Evans, 
religious editor of the Chicago Tribune. Evans had previously dis­
cussed the whole situation with us. By reason of the several confer­
ences, we feel that the situation is now well in hand. While we will 
not go out of our way to help promote the conference, we have agreed 
to advise somewhat on the program in order to assure Mr. Nollner of 
that information which will enable him to avoid, through lack of 
knowledge, the inclusion of any interest which we deemed prejudicial. 

We did not overlook the consideration which you expressed, namely, that 
by giving even moral support, we might be strengthening a weapon to be 
later used against us. The facts are clear. A Chicago meeting of this 
group will be held whether we like it or not. We can render it innocuous 
by guiding it intelligently or we can steer clear of it and thus, perhaps, 
permit it to get into very dangerous waters. When I say "we" I do not 
refer to the League as a body; I mean the influence of intelligent Jews. 
Rabbis Felix Levy and Solomon Goldman are acquainted w1 th tile program 
which is contemplated, and I think will go along with us, thus assuring 
intelligent regulation. 

As you say, we have no authentic information upon which to charge Nollner 
with anti-Semitism. It may be true that he was unaware of the nature or 
many people who had joined with him in t r.1 e original call. We know how 
easy it is for people to accept suggestions in compiling a list of namea -­
suggestions which may prove to be very badly made. 

The National Conference of Jews and Christians had discussed Vlith us the 
advisability of hilding a meeting to rival that of the anti-Semitea 
scheduled for Washington. We conferred on this matter with Dr. Clinchy 
and Roger Strauss. We reached the conclusion that for them to schedule 
a meeting at Washington aimultaneoualy with the anti-Semitic crowd would 
be unwise. The very publicity which we desire to withhold from that group 
might enme aa a rea1lt of aome reckless attack which anti-Semites might 
make by way of crashing the meeting or the National Conference group. 
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Likewise, we believed it inadvisable for Nollner 1s group and Cl1nchy 1 s 
group to hold competitive meetings. We felt that it were better to bring 
the two in cooperation because then Clinchy 1 s group could always maintain 
a supervision over the others and be an assurance against their going 
astray. Furthermore, the greater cooperation that could be evoked between 
these two bodies, the less chance would there be for destructive doctrines 
to penetrate their deliberations. 

It was finally concluded that there would be no Washington meeting. The 
National Conference will hold no meeting of this character at all. The 
Nollner group will hold additional meetings, but promises to consult with 
us on each occaa on. It is altogether likely, according to my present 
advice, that the next meeting will be postponed until after the election. 
Thus will the political coloration with mich many seek to influence 
these gatherings be disassociated from it. I had urged this point in the 
belief that if the movement were truly predicated upon altruistic pur­
pose, then every effort should be made to divorce it from the Hearst­
McCormick political complexion. 

I will be very grateful, Rabbi Feinberg, if you will keep me advised of 
any further approaches which will be made to you by this group. On our 
part, we will be happy to communicate with you similarly as matters progress. 

REG:EF 

Very sincerely yours, 

(S) Richard E. Gutstadt 
Director 
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Mr. Morris D. Waldman, 
The American Jewish Committee, 
461 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Waldman: 

y 

October 28, 1936 

Your letter of October 23rd is before me. It 
gratifies me very much to know that my presence and talk at the 
Asheville Conference were helpful to the Jewish cause. 

One part of your letter interests me plrticularly -
that is, your statement to the effect that co-0I9 ration with the 
America Forward Movement is unobjectionable provided I agree with 
its general policies. As I indicated to you in your office, I am 
quite certain now that the motives of this organization are con­
trary to the principles of liberalism that have always been my 
guide. In fact, I suspected that from the very beginning. Further­
more, as I pointed out to ·you, my chief consideration in accepting 
the invitations to speak, not only i n Asheville, butt in New York 
as well, was the hope that by so doing , I might check the America 
Forward Movement's activities, divert them definitely away from 
Anti-Semitism and keep informed of its plans and methods. The 
Anti-Defamation League, the National Conference of Jews and 
Christians and, to some extent, you, yourself, were especially 
interested in those considerations. 

Now, however, as agreed upon in your off'ice, my 
procedure will be to exert every possible bit of pressure on the 
America Forward Movement in order that it might carry on the battle 
against Fascism with as much energy and determination as it is 
employing against Conununism. That will be the test or the s1. n-
ceri ty of its platform, which is ostensibly Americanism, democracy, etc. 

Mr. Wallack stated that the literature of the American 
Jewish Connnittee showing the absurdity of the so-called Jewiah­
Connnwiist link has been sent to Mr. Nollner. If he really spreads 
it around among his constituents, that might be accepted as s:>me 
testimony, at least, to his honesty. Furthermore, I have already 
begun to indicate to Mr. Nollner and his associates that Fascism 
is just as subversive to Americanism as Communism and it must be 
fought bitterly. We shall see the results. 

This is all in line with our conversations and with 
your letter. I am very grateful to you for the interest you have 
shown and for the counsel you have given. 

The America Forward Movement will reveal itself 
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definitely, I believe, after the election. My own reeling ia 
that it will then become frankly and increamigly pro-Fascist and 
Anti-Semitic. or course, this prophesy is made to you in strict 
confidence. I hope I am wrong. 

Sincerely yours, 

(S) Abraham L. Feinberg 

ALF:PCK 
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RABBI 

ABRAHAM L. FEINBERG 

MT. NEBOH TEMPLE 
130 WEST 79TH STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 105th st. and Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Nov. 2, 1936 

On Tuesday, October 20th, I delivered 
ana ddress before the National Conference of 
Clergymen and Laymen at the Hotel Pennsyl­
vania, New York City, under the auspices of 
the America Forward Movement. Last Au@lst, I 
spoke to the same organization in Asheville, 
North Carolina. Since both of these appear­
ances entailed problems of considerable 
delicacy and importance to American Israel, 
I first received the counsel and full co­
operation of ,several "key" Jewish and Chris tia.n 
organizations • 

Herewith is enclosed a copy of the New 
York speech. I believe it expresses the 
essentially Jewish attitude towards American­
ism, "subversive propaganda", Communism, 
Fascism, etc. Please read it through, and 
let me know what you think. I am anxious to 
have the opinion of my colleagues for future 
reference, because I realize that in these 
tense times the public expressions of an in­
dividual rabbi before national Christian 
groups are interpreted as representative. 

You may have read portions of my address 
in the News Letter of the National Conference 
of Jews and Christians. In any event, I am 
sending you the complete text. 

ALF:PCK 
Enc. 

Sincerely, 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
01" ■'NAI B'RITH 

130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 1415 

P'HONK l"IIIANKLIN 2221 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi: 

cH1CAGo, November 17, 1936 

SIGMUND LIVINGSTON. 
CHAIIIMAN 

RICHARD E. GUTSTADT 
0111.CTOII AND ■•c11•TAll'I' 

MILES M. GOLDBERG, 
A■■l■TANT ■•CII.TAIIY 

The American Beauty Products Canpany, copy of whose letter you 
recently transmitted, ia a Gennan owned concern. Its main office is in 
the heart of the Nazi section. 

It is today a very unhappy firm. We were cognizant or its attitude, 
and as a result, its exhibit was forcibly removed from the recent Cosmeticians' 
Show at the Sherman Hotel. Several or the firms from which it has been securing 
important commodities are breaking, or have broken off trade relations. The 
national officials of the cosmeticians' organization and the editor of their 
national magazine have been contacted, and are with ua a hundred percent. I 
think I may conservatively say that the firm will soon learn that it has in­
jured itself infinitely more than it has hurt our people. 

Thank you for bringing it to our attention, and with my personal 
regards, I am, 

Director 

REG:rs 
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or B1Nai B•~ith ' 
130 N. Wells st. 

Rabbi Abraham Feinberg 
130 West 79th Street 
New York, New York 

My dear Rabbi Feinberg: 
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Chicago, November 19 1 1936 

I have very carefully read your letter ot November 17th and I shall very 
carefully read your address as delivered before the "America Forwardn 
organization on October 20th. I am contemplating mirreographing your 
address for a number of reasons. Frankly, we are fearful of "America 
Forward". While Rev. Nollner appears to be "on the square", he has very 
unholy associates. In Texas, one of his coadjutors is Vance Muse, whose 
record is not at all encouraging. The Catholic leader~ whom he has allied 
with him, in some places, have been almost vicious in their statements. 
You now advise me ot · the need of circumspection with regard to Rev. John 
Evans of the Tribune, since he is not to be trusted. You may be sure that 
any dealings that I had with him were very circumspect, but I think your 
advice is sound. 

When Mr. Nollner is in New York, he emphasizes that the battle is against 
Communism and Fascism; down in Texas ' it is against Communist, alienism, 
with very slight emphasis on Fascism. I recently wrote a long letter to 
Morris Stern of San Antonio, one of our very estimable Jewish leaders. I 
pointed out to him that despite protestations to the contra~, Fascism was 
being practically ignored in the program ot "America Forward. There was 
a constant reiteration of the fight against Communism, but it was almost 
impossible to find any implication or American danger from Fascism. 

I had shared your thought that if cooperation of our people would help 
maintain a genuine American foundation and purpose in that movement, that 
perhaps cooperation would be advisable. We had our first interview with 
Rev. Evans, who represented McCormick and Nollner, and Rabbis Solomon 
Goldman and Felix Levy were present. I had conferred with Rev. Nollner, 
I believe, a couple of days earlier, at the office of Chairman Livingston 
or the League. Hollner disavowed anti-Semitiam and roundly condemned 
those allegations or certain Texas anti-Semites which made it appear that 
his own earlier record wasnot above reproach on this score. We permitted 
him to believe that we accepted his avowals. He was going to Omaha; we 
gave him contact with Henry Monsky. The "ministr,- or Omaha, however, did 
not accept Nollner very enthusiastically. 

Rev. Evans wanted to get going here, and I permitted him (for obvious 
reasons) to have Dr. Horace Bridges, Professor Gault of Northwestern 
Univerait7, a Lubran leader, and the two above mentioned Rabbis meet in 
my office. The matter was discussed, and it was agreed that statement ■ he 
drawn up by the several participants in our conference in order that the 
miniatr7 and the laity might know the purpose of "America Forward", aa 
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we in the. Chicago area conceived it. A later meeting was called in my 
office, and the statements were compared. Very little reference to Fascism 
appeared in any statements other than those of the two Rabbis. We were 
quite insistent that we could cooperate only upon the basis of defense of 
thoroughly American precepts, and that as far as we were concerned, Fascism 
had to be condemned just as emphatically as Comnnmism. Dr. Bridges agreed 
with this; the others were evasive. This all transpired in late September. 
We haven't heard from these gentlemen since, though the newspapers carry 
some slight publicity with regard to the contemplated meeting for December 
8-10. 

We shall not attempt to intrude ourselves, but we will know what is being 
said and what 1s being done. I can assure you, Rabbi Feinberg, that if 
the occaston then seems to justify, these men will know where we stand 
and the public will know where they stand. 

I have written you thus fully because I appreciate the interest which you 
have taken. Dr. Lefkowitz and Dr. Ettlinger of Dallas, Mr. orris Stern 
and others suspect this movement. They are very uneasy about its possible 
ulterior Fascist purpose. It will be important for us to go very slowly 
because neither you nor I desire later on to be under the compulsion of 
explaining a Jewish association with a suppressive Fascist purpose. It is 
worthy of note that in Texas the privilege of speaking on a moderately 
liberal topic was effectively fought by some of the very men who are lead­
ing the "America Forward" program. This is too significant not to be 
mentioned. 

As stated above, I contemplate mimeographing your address. We will discuss 
the advisability of circulating it to some of the Jewish press, for it 
would be unwise, I think, to have it appear simultaneously in all the 
Jewish press, particularly where there is more than one Jewish medium in 
a connnunity. 

With personal regards and assuring you of my appreciation for your profer1'6d 
cooperation, I am 

REG:rs 

Very sincerely, 

(S) Richard E. Gutstadt 
Director 
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Mr. Richard Gutstadt, 
Anti-Defamation League, 
130 No. Wells st., 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Mr. Gutstadt: 
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Nov. 23, 1936 

Yo~-...r letter of November 19th aroused a great deal of 
interest in me. For some time I have wondered at what I 
thought was your stamp of approval on Nollner and the America 
Forward Movement. Now, I realize that, in accordance with 
your past policy, you have been very thorough and circumspect, 
and I am more ready than ever to follow your guidance. 

One bit of information particularly intrigued oe, namely, 
that Nollner has avoided even the mention of Fascism. It was 
my hope that we could force the America Forward Movement into 
a definite and uncompromising opposition to Fascism. Indeed, 
I had even begun to feel that we were making headway in that 
direction because of the fact that Nollner has agreed to print 
and distribute my address of October 20th, in which I devoted 
most of my thunder to Fascism. 

Now, it appears that, as you say, we still have reason to 
be very uneasy abrut the "possible ulterior Fascist purpose" of 
the America Forward Moveroont. It seems to me that unless we 
have absolute assurance within a short time that the America 
Forward Movement will fight Fascism without re.straint, we should 
cease to support it directly or indirectly. s you say "neither 
of us desires later on to be under the compulsion of e~laining 
a Jewish association with a suppressive Fascist purpose'. 

Up to this time the activities that have identified me with 
the America Forward Movement have not been especially helpful to 
my reputation as a Rabbi or as a liberal. A great ~any people 
haven't the time nor the inclination to dig deeper and find out 
the possible motivation for a man's public activities, and are 
not only ignorant of the reasons underlying my association with 
Nollner, but are actually suspicious, if not hostile. As you 
know, I have continued that association because I felt that it 
was to the best interests of American Israel that I do so, and 
you have agreed with me. The National Conference of Jews am 
Christians, the American Jewish Committee and a representative 
of the American Jewish Congress are all convinced that so far 
at least, my work inside the America Forward Movement and on 
its platform has been extremely helpful to Jews in America. 

Neither of us, I am sure, is in sympathy with what we 
suspect are the actual and ultimate objectives of the America 
Forward Movement. We have been close to it am worked with it 
in order to check, observe, and, if possible, shape its policies. 
V~hen we discover that those policies are not being improved upon 
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by our presence, when we realize that the America Forward 
Movement is basically Fascist, we should repudiate it without 
question. Once we know that we can't liberalize its purposes, 
our further association with it would simply add strength to 
our enemies. I ftrmly believe that Fascism cannot be other 
than Anti-Semitism eventually. The two things are identified. 
One is the road to the other. 

1n other words, I am willing to pay t he price of misunder­
standing if, as a return, I am aiding Israel in its battle for 
self-preservation. If, however, the America Forward Movement 
is inevitably tending to Fascism, as your letter seems to 
indicate, I would be paying such a price and American Israel 
would not be benefited. On the contrary, we wou!d tnen be­
aiding and abetting those who are basically hostile to American 
Judaism and to all forms of good will and liberalism. 

I wish we could discuss this thing personally some time. 
I have a number of documents which might be of interest to you. 
So far, my observation has been that Nollner and his as sociates 
are very anxious to escape the charge of Anti-Semitism. They 
are almost neurotic about it, and they are taking every possible 
means to white-wash themselves. Perhaps that very extremity -
that very process of bending over backwards, is psychological 
testimony to the fact that they are contemplating some dirty work; 
and if the history of reactionary and Fascist movements in the 
past has anything to tell us at all, we might well prepare our­
selves for an out and out battle with the America Forward Movement. 
It may be that we should wait no longer and repudiate it at once 
before it can make any further use of our na~s and presence. 

The willingness of Nollner to print and distribute my 
attack on Fascism might be an indication of his real attitude. 
Is there any way of checking up on the actual distribution of 
that speech? ccording to my latest infer.nation, it is being 
printed now. Can we find out just how widely it will be dis­
tributed? In other words, can we learn definitely whether his 
promise to circulate the address was made in good faith or not? 
His actual treatment of that speech may give us a clue. I 
should like very much to have the matter investigated after the 
address is printed. 

Please keep me in touch with further developments. I 
really must know what is going on in order to determine my own 
course. Your letter of November 19th was a revelation to me. 

Very sincerely your~ 

(S) Abraham L. Feinberg 
ALF:P CK 
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Rabbi braham L. Feinberg 
130 West 79th Street 
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Dear Rabbi Feinberg: · 
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Chicago, November 25, 1936 

I was glad to receive yours of the 23rd instant. I want to reiterate that 
while we have hesitated to unneces sarily arouse the antagonism of r. Nollner 
and his associates, we have viewed this movement with grave apprehension. I 
hasten to answer your letter because of developments ~v ithin the last forty­
eight hours. My earlier statements were correct that Nollner 1 s associates 
in certain localities had apparently desired to sidestep, as much as trey 
could, the Fascist activities in this country. 

' e are in accord with you that there is reason to be uneasy unless the America 
Forward Movement evinces a determination to fight Fascism with equal direct­
ness and vigor to that which it employs in fighting Communism and irreligion. 

I am not unmindful of the somewhat delicate position in which your activities 
have placed you. As you say, superficial observers lacking an understanding 
of your inner purpose, might easily misconstrue your efforts. Your motiva­
tions have been similar to our own. We believe that could we direct the 
activities of this group and make it a genuinely American endeavor, it might 
inure to the advantage of our people throughout the country. A seeming co­
operation might enable us to do this. A complete disassociation from the 
movement would render such influence impossible. 

Nollner has just been to Chicago. He spoke to me over the 'phone, urging my 
attendance at a luncheon next Monday when the Chicago program for the meetings 
of December 8-10 will be discussed. I shall attend, but solely with the 
thought in mind of eliciting a positive statement of purpose with regard to 
all un-American movements. He assured me over the 'phone that some of the 
peope who had been associated with him were reluctant to attack Fascism at 
this time. He said that his present purpose is to "shake the nuts and bolts 
out of the movement". I assume he particularly meant the "nuts". He assured 
me further that Fascism would receive equal attention with Communism. This 
we ought to establish definitely within the near future. 

You are correot in stating that Nollner and his associates are anxious now 
to escape the imputations of anti-Semitism. I have my own views as to why 
this is so. The stimulation for the movement was originally political. For 
various reasons it failed miserably to accomplish the purpose of those who 
supplied the original finance. Nollner has a pleasing position. He has 
never been affluent and a good job means much to him. He understands that 
Jews are interested in fighting anti-Semitism. If he can give his movement 
this aspeot, he believes it possible to tap some Jewish financial resources. 
For this reason we will be particularly wary. 
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I shall endeavor to ascertain how wide a distribution he gave to your address. 
When he notifies me of the agencies through which it is supposed to have been 

distributed, I will make a check-up. Any information which I can gather will 

be transmitted to you. 

I am deeply grateful for your expression of confidence and for your willingness 

to cooperate with us. We feel that coordination of policy and effort in these 
directions may be of vital importance to the whole Jewish community. 

With personal regards, I am 

REG:rs 

Very sincerely, 

(S) Richard~. Gutstadt 
Director 



MT. NEBOH TEMPLE 
1 30 WEST 79TH STREET t 

Ol'P'ICIE Of' THII: 

RABBI 

ABRAHAM L. FEINBERG 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 

NEW YORK CITY 

East 105th Street at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Dec. 16, 1936 

Your letter of November 17th with enclosure deserved a 
much prompter reply than it is receiving. The fact is that 
in order to give you a coherent and complete pictur~f my 
rels. tions with the America Forward Movement, I --.11:~ ve to 
ignore all limitations of time and space. Suffice it to say 
that from the middle of last August, when I delivered an 
address before that organization in Asheville, North Carolina, 
until today, I have devoted a good deal of time am energy to 
that group. It will interest you to lmow, I think, that I 
have been very circumspect and have worked in close cooperation 
with the Anti-Defamation League, the American Jewish Co1J1C1ittee, 
the National Conference of Jews arxi Christians, and w1 th a 
representative of the ~rican Jew.ish Congress. 

So far, we have deemed it necessary that I remain 1n 
contact with the America Forward Movement in order to watch 
its activities and to force it into a stand against Fascism. 

As you might guess, its sponsorshi~ and spirit are not at 
all to my liking. I agree in toto with the attitude you ex-
press in the address which you delivered on the subject: "Should 
the Church and Synagogue Fight Cormmmism?" In fact, my exper­
ience with the America Forward Moven1ent has only deepened and 
intensified my conviction that Anti-Communism is sheer camouflage 
for reaction and incipient Fascism. In associating with the 
America Forward Movement, I have made a deliberate sacrifice 
and have compromised myself with liberal groups to some extent. 
During the last few months, nevertheless, I have made it a point 
to acquaint liberal church leaders w1 th the inai de story. I have 
kept a earef'ully documented and comprehensive record of every­
thing from first to last. The next time you are in New York, I 
shall be very glad to show all this to you. It would be not 
only interesting, but it mi~t even be a thriller in spots. In 
Asheville, for example, I had to have the protection of a Deputy 
Sheriff for a few days~ 

In order to give you some inkling, however, of the various 
ramifications of my reluctant activity, I am aerx:ling you a copy 
of some of the correspondence between myself am Mr. Gutstadt 
and Mr. Waldman. 



MT. NESOH TEMPLE 

130 WEST 79TH STREET 

o,,,,,ca 0,, TH& NEW YORK CITY 

RABl!II 

ABRAHAM L. FEINBERG 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver Dec. 16, 1Q36 

Page -2-

It is important to realize that up to this time at least, 
I have no definite and conclusive evidence that the America 
Forward Movement intends to favor or promote Fascism. Of one 
thing I am sure: It has assumed an almost pathological attitude 
towards Anti-Semitism and seems almost neurotically fearful or 
any entanglement with such a program. You may be sure that as 
soon as any definite proof comes to light that the Movement has 
an ultimately Fascist purpose, I shall be the first to repudiate 
it. In fact, such action on my part would bring profound relief 
to me. 

Permit me to state that I do not even remotely suggest a 
Synagogue crusade against Connnunism. I do feel, however, that a 
Movement which is suspect should not be allowed to go its way 
unwatched and unheeded until it has shown its colors one way 
or the other. 

I hope I .. 11 • .;tell you t he entire history, because I am 
very anxious that you should understand what is behind all this. 
Let me repeat; the next time you are in New York, please phone 
me so that I might put the ,conridential material into your 
hands. 

With all good wishes, I am 

ALF :PCK 
Enc. 

Very cordially, 
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KXKCUTIVK OPPICU w ~ 
ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGU i • 

OP ■'NAI B'IUTH ri 
130 N . WELL& ST. SUITE 1415 

"4ONS PRANKLIN an, 

■IGMUND LIVING■TON 
CHAI RMAN 

RICHARD E . G UTS TADT, 
DIIISCTOII AND a•cll.T AIIY 

MILKS M . GiOLO■ltRG , 
A88taTANT a•CRSTAR\' 

I 
January 25th , 1<)3~· 

De,lr Co 1 leabue : \)I" 

You are no doubt aware that the A1':T~ - D~f .. ATTON LEAGUE of 
B' J\:AI E ' RITH has been arranging s poa,o ng en~agements before n0n­
Sector ~an rot1r,s 1.n various parts of the callntry . In t: 0 0 past 
fe:·: months we have thus had mn.ny mombor s of the C .c .A . R . invj ted 
to adfress Rotary , Kiwanis, Lions ~nd other service clubs , und 
kindred non-Sectarian organizations . 

"t{undreds of' such talks have bee :1 given . fore are planned . 
Duplicati.on is to be avoided , so trat no co1mnunities sh··,11 be 
s rfeited . Your tho~ghtful o - oper'l.tion will ussist in mnkin 
this po[,sjble . ~r.:·ill you therofcre , o.t your e'l.rl iest converdenco , 
pl0as~ ~dviso me of :-

1 . Your talks to non- Sectarian gro ps~ given in anuary 1~37 . 
a . InclLtdo d~tc , £2-a~, group add::~i, ~3i.::__! , si_:~_9f 

o.ttond'lnco . 

2 . Talks you are sched;J.lod to givo (Jan . Fob . 1vl2r . 1937) 
a . L~te? Place? Gr ~~p? Sub ·oct? -

3 . Are you a momber of a. Se r vice Club? Vlhich ? 
a . Collld you procure an opon date in your club for an 

address by u nea r by colleague? 

4. Mould you o.ccopt invitations to ~ddress sch a group 
in another city or town? (Expanse of trip to be borno by us . ) 

Yo r prompt response will be appreciatud . 

~:formost personal greetings . 

Cord iu lly yours , 

/-:J (~~~✓_.;?~ 

L2G : BBF 

L. Elliot Grafman 

Director 
Speakers Buronu 
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RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER= 

:CARE DESHLER HOTEL= 

:CHICAGO CITYWIDE DEnONSTRATION SCHEDULED EVENf G JUNE 

THIRTEENTH STOP IF YOU ACCEPT INVITATION YOU WfLL DELIVER 

HALFHOUR ADDRESS STOP BISHOP SHIEL SPEAKING TEN MINUTES STOP 
ANTICIPATE BROADCASTiNG ADDRESSES PLEASE SIGNIFY IF AVAILABLE 

=RICHARD E GUTSTADT 

944A . 



BETTER UNDERSTANDING FOUNDATION, INC. 
48 WEST 48th STREET 

Office of the 
Executive D irector 

NEW YORK CITY 

June 22, 19~7 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105 St. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

Phone, ME. 3-2862 

The Better Understanding Foundation has been organized for the development of pro­
jects which will actively promote good ill a~ong races and creeds in America and 
will seek to coordinate the ork of local and national movements for aMity. It 
aims at practical objectives - heretofore untried - and will seek to eradicate, 
in th~ crucial years to come, th~ roots of discrirrination and ill will, hereas 
present endeavors, ith the best of intentions, can but alJ.iate effects o the evil. 

Properly to guide this v~tal ~otent rrovement, we require the counsel of thinking, 
public spirited citizens of national repute. 'Projects of major im ortance vrill 
be embarked upon only after the vote of the guiding members. Occasional luncheon 
or dinner meetings will be called for formulation of general policies. For the 
development of immediate and far-reachinL . lans e require the advice and counsel 
of men like you. 

Understanding, as we do, thA exactions of urgent ublic affairs ith hich you are 
already identified, e 11 avoid unnecessary calls on your time, and e will 
eschew controversial matter that might jeo~ardtze the cause o amity. 

embershin of the Board ,ill be drawn fro among atholics, . rotestants and Jes. 

ay this brief note, then, serve as an invitation to ou to s rve as am b r of 
the Board of Directors. There will be no obligations attached to this service 
other than counsel and your general su port in your co unity of the causes con­
templated by The Better Understanding oundation. Its purpo es, stated in the 
certificate of ·ncorporation, are as follo s: 

nTo foster actively and unceasjngly the cause o~ religious and lnterracia 
concord; to stimulate and pursue educational endeavors with a vie to ards 
enlightening the public mind concerning the mutuality of ~rotPstant,Catholic 
and Jew; to appeal to ministers, priests and rabbis, colleges, interme0iate 
schools, editors, libraries, lecturers, and all other foru~s of constructive 
publ c opin·on - aiming thereby to bring about a better understanding and 
closer cooperation among Americans of all faiths, ,hether the sa . e be local, 
national or international.n 

r shall be happy to send you further information immediately i we can count upon 
your interest in our project of good will. 

:ES 



June 24, 19~7 

Dr. Richard Gutt dt, Director, 
hti-Detamation League, 
lSO N. elle Street, 
Chic go, Ill. 

y ear Dr. Gu tadta 

Ir ceiv letter tr011 a .r. 1111 m . 
Lundell, i e r•utive Director of the B tter U erst nding 
round tion, Inc., 48 est 4th Sr t, N w o k Cit, 
a cop · or ich I am enclosing rewl th. t do you 
know about tht o ani~a in? An. do you think 
that Io ht to 1 nd my name to it? 

AHS1BIC 
Enc. 

11th best wteh , Ir ain 

V ainc rel y ura, 



EXECUTIVE OF'l"ICES 

AN.Tl-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
01" ■'HAI ■'RITH 

130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 1415 
PHONE FRANKLIN ZZII 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th St . at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabhi Silver: 

CHICAGo,Jtme 25, 1937 

SIGMUND LIVINGSTON. 
CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD E. GUTSTADT 
DIRl:CTOR AND SECRETARY, 

MILES M. GOLDBERG, 
ASSISTANT Sl:CRKTARY 

Upon receipt of yoirs of June 24th, our very extensive list of 
organizations was checl:ed, but we found no reference to the Better Under­
standing Founde.t ion, Inc. of 48 ·:vest 48th Street, New York City. I have 
instituted an inquiry and should be a& to ive you reliable information 
by the middle of the cornin week. Ma I sug~est that in the inter·m ou 
hold the letter up, a delay~ ich, of course, could easily he expJained 
by reas c1n of the many matters which enga e your a tention. 

We are somewhat ap rehensive about many of these organizations. 
The general atmosphere has led to a pretty thorough exploitation of prominent 
and well-to-do Jews. any a~encies spr5ng up on every side in the assurance 
that Jews are so interested in self-defense that they will subscribe liberally 
to all movements which a pear to be promoting good-will . If only a cou le 
of good positions are created, the effort is not considered lost. 

Inquiry in Chioa~o reveals no knowledge of this arency at all. 
It may be that its purposes are truly beneficial. It would be hard for 
me to believe this, however, since there are several important a ,encies 
enga r•ed in this work which are recognized as being bona fide in every way. 
People who were trt ly interested in the case of ood-will n better under­
standin , therefore, would, it ap ears to me, find it possible to contribute 
thejr services to one or the other of the groups cur ently working upon t ese 
matters . 

You will receive further word from ne within the next few days . In 
the meanti~e, Rabbj , I have notified the Chajnnan of the Committee here of 
t e ex dnse invol ed in your visit to Chica o, and a check ill be forwarded 
to ou ver shortly. 

REG :rs 

rd E. Gutst t 
Director 



RABrlI ABRAH.Affi L. FEI~:3ERG. 
150 Vlest '19th. St., 
New York,N.Y. 
EN.2-8140 
SU.7-0221 
SU.7-7113 

ADDRESS DELIVERED BY RABBI ABRAHAM L. FEINBERG 
OF MT. NEnOH TlliPLE, BEFORE HEr; YOHK CONFEHi.::NC:: 
OF' CLERGYME1~ AND LAYMEI~, TUESDAY EVENING, OCT. 
20TH, 193G, AT HOTEL PEN!JSYLVAlHA UND~R THE 
AUSPIC~S OF THE AMERICAN :F'ORWARD ~~mvEPJENT. 

. ' 

Wo a::-.'e Gathereu here to reason tog13thcr for the defense of America against 
subvorslve propaganua. That aim impels all loyal citizens, whate·ver be their faith 
or birth, and to it no group is more profour1nly dedicated than American Israel. 
Durint., the 2000 yea:i.'3 since the dc,,truction 01 the Jewish stuto, complete and 
unequivocal loyalty to the land of one's citizenship has been a ba.:Jic pr lncile of 
J ev:ish life. From J"eremiah on, ciown tl1e centuries, our teachers ht.1ve adjured us to 
seek th0 peace ancl prosperity of th~ country v1hQrein \/0 -iwell. 

We Jows have nothing to conceal or justi.fy, despite tho vlcious campaign 
of slander an1J suspiciun levollad aguin~t us b.7 men who would clamber up to ciespotic 
P°'' ar over t:-ie scapegoat corpse of ray people. It iG a horrible irony that the 
chief perpetrator of those calumnies aJ~inst tho patriotism of Jews should be the 
Nazi govcirnmunt of G,)rmuny, which h~~s been immo.1nurably and eternally ,.mrichcd by 
the enc!'gicG of J ~ws in the laboratory, thlJ marl:0tplace, the. workshop and yes, on 
the })attlcficld. The thrust at J cwish loyalty, mor1lov0r, is made by tho very 
goVJJ.'IlDl~mt whose npokcsmcn hav,) dcclnred that every porson of Germim ance~try, no 
mattor wher0 ho may dwell, is bound only to serve his Gorma.'1 fath\3rland. A direct 
inci tcmcnt to trcasonl Y Jt such a cot0rie accuses I$rt1.el of ciislo;{al ty, Israel, 
whi.ch ha::; spilled tho blood of hclr so1113 und.ur ~vory flag, and ha::; givlm the finost 
ro~,ourcor.; of ,nind and body to av dry land that ha:3 \'11.:;lcomcd h~r into its communi tyl 

Of all thcs~ pluc0s of our habitation, Aml.:!:rica has come noarost to our 
huart of hGarts. Her:-. we have triad our bost to contribute our beo:,. Unde r tho 
aegiu of u sky mor0 free th.:ill 0ny ·.1.J huv0 ever known, we havci plr4ced upon the al tar 
of the American spirit th~ prouucts of our b~lng and our workine. In peace and in 
war, v.·e hav.._'\ joineCl our . .:. olvo'.:.J to America• s dcztiny. Into this mother-loam, wo have 
poured our :JWHJ.t, out hopos ,:nd our drc..:ms, side by side v.ri th the scions of oth~r 
creeds. 

Tht.Lt io v1lq I a1.1 6lad to occupy thi..:- pL.1.tform tonight. Whurever men are 
o.ss01nb.Lecl to w.:ir'aeuard the tradition:_; of Amo.rican liburty, there i:, the focal point 
of Israel I s exist13nce, and there i~ our pl.tee of holin<.:ns . Th-.- hori tagtJ nf hum.in 
fr\llSdom bmriuathod by a. century and u half of ~trugtlc and gropinc on the sacred 
soil of Amorica i s no more precious to any faith t han it L3 to t.ho t faith i!hich $tcmf 
from Abraham. Thu d~stiny of America i:J tho JJ:Jtiny of Inruol. For c0nturies to 
com~, Lho futuru of J (~WS in thu world v,ill b0 ::;ha_pcd by r;hat the avl:ra0e, evvry-day 
Amorican thlnks about frocdom, cc!uul.i ty, anti hum::.u1 ri~hts. The: slognn of thJ 
Arn,n·icL1.r. Forvmrd Mov.3ment falls liko ~ plwnmut into tth~ v-3ry heart of Amo ic~ 
Israol, und tini_-;lus like a tonlc in its blood. 

t h::,r i3 the participation of o. ro.bbi in thi~ Conf:?r0ncc cspuciully appro­
priate? Docauu1.. oi' its basically r~ligious background. Thi..-, i :.:; a Conf .Jronc~ of 
ClGrgynion :um L<.1ym0n. America, my fri0ncls, \·ms b~gottun by r0liGi.on. Th,J ~'ur of 
Independence ,muld have mcr0ly o.dtlcd another bit of uunt.ing to th'1 flag s of the 
nc. tions if it h:.1.t not been wag~d in the name of n ~piri tua.l concept. 13 tJfore the 
cmbu ttlod fnrJ:18rs looked into th~ r:hi t0~ of British eyes on Dunker Hill, th 1y looked 
into thwir own Biblws. Tho Puritan fathers yoarnccl to build a thuocrucy, a God­
ruled cor1ffJonwoal th, v.-her1.Jin evory human being rmulu :3tand equal and unafraid, on<.1 
nonJ b t Go~ , ould 1..,0 king. Thay iountl -ch;) 1)uttcrn untl formuln of thi:.t system in 
th0 ancient H1Jbrow tht:?Ocracy as described in tho Old Tcstumont. 

It is fitting, thorcfor~, thut clergymen should b..J ::;ummoncd to ponuor on 
tho fo.t.) of t.h.::.: Americu.n 0xp,Jrimont in d-Jmocracy. 

J.. f=imous cL.iric, not lone; at'.o, declarm] thnt in a cert .. -.ln 1Jmorgcncy ho 
would prefer bullets to ballots. I fool sure thr..t the gruat churcl" or~ which he is 
an accredi tl3d spiritual roprdSt~ntn.tl va do~a not a.cum i ts~lf other th,1n dlscrodi tod 
by such a non-Christian p~ovoco.tion to violence anli \mr , s a i11~arw of s 0ttling 
diff~r0ncco of opinion. Good will tO'."iartln m,m le uot .:in occlosia;itical vestment, 
to bu worn only on the olt,:r. 'lurnln:::, hi$ collar, in~itead of the oth'3r cheok,does 
not confer on an:'r preacher thu riGht t,o forgl!t Y,i1:"".. t even tho;Ju who Jo not follow 
his loador~hip ar~ yet thu childr..!n of Go1. 

Our prosent crisis do)~ not rcquir0 thu modico.mvnt of clorgym.::n r1ho 
stir up racial prujudicos, clas~. hctred:3, unu 81.JC-t..lonal ambi tiont:. It does not 
bu 'f tho pulpit to add l ts mi tu of uely n,-unoo to an u tmo,,phor c nlro, uy char god Hi th 
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political bitterness. Not It aaks t~1e cloth to oe un agency of dignity unu 
moderation. Our tuck, as guarclluns of God'::; toachings, is to further the lovu of 
mun for his follows, to bring hostile fore~~; into clouor understantling, nnd to 
condemn ruthlessly those who promot.l~ i1utt·ed :..nd unchuriT,n.Llcncsu for any motive 
whatever be it economic, theological or political. W0 i ~r0 u3sembled tonicht, us 
minister; and laymen, to reason, not to f ight. We want t o view AmericLl!lisr.1 a n n 
religious id~c.l. How shall th0 ,.ord of God beco~e the pil.L;,i.r of fire to lond us 
out of confusion? \7e have ~een tn..J.t relir;;ious teaching :pro sided at America's birth 
and nurturud her. In thi::; hour of confusion, ,·:e must return to the f'ountninh(:t:.d. 
Wo mu~;t draw our couns---1 from r -.)ligion. Not bullots, and ~.mrc:ly not Lullets, but 
tenets - thG atGrnal verities - thoy ure our concern. 

Moro than evor before in the history of Americ i:i , there rest~ upon its 
clsrgymcn the inescapable cluty to n.~si~t in ~alvuginc thoso v:1lu8s which haVG been 
the source of our greo.tness aJ1d thv sourcz of l1opJ for fett0red peoples throughout 
thG v~orld. In preserving true Americ .. nism, wcJ pr0nci1ers S1Jrvo humanity and God. 

The world today is ri~pidly allgninE i tsolf under tHo opposing br-mn__,rs. 
On0 is dictatorship, which is ~ho C:ircct anti thesis of all th, ·. t America stands for. 
f,h:1tcvcr may be the blu.m.lislun0nts of regimentation and ,")r1forced discip.linG and supcr­
nc: tionalism, there cun btJ no trnffic or compromiso with tha t doctrine . On the 
othe➔r banner i;, inscrib0cl democracy. ItG devotee~ are l>einc; pushed buck cV..:J!' deeper 
into their o :n def,Jns0~. Ev0...:rwhor0 the iron fist of autocratica.lly-gov,3rned stc.t tJ n 
is b~inc lifted. P~rhaps America will, bi.,;for-..l lon6 , bu th,1 only stront_;hold l eft 
ng~inst thoir might. 

I bcliev~ that whon we upholcl tho r1ard-pr~ssed stnndti.rd of d.Jrnocr;.~cy, ~w 
nro glorifying God. \~hy? B0cau~0 God ir~ not r✓0rshippod only Ly rituals and creuds, 
but also by a d<JC8nt, junt and harmonious society amonr m-311. Of such a :,ocioty 
dictatorship is th0 snorn, unscrupulous 0nct1y - for dict.t:.torohip mt:ans oppr-3saion, 
injustice, wart Those ·,1ho Ginct:?r1}ly pray in ehurch .. 1nd cath8dr:il unu synat,;03 mus t 
strivo to the ~nc. th'-t democr-'.lcy will bu ~pr~ud throughout th:i ,30.rth. If nccc~.rnary, 
thoy \-rill die in its behalf. Hh1.:=thL?r in noo-pc~gan G0rmuny or in n.theintic Russia, 
th0 organized c.1.mi embodied v,ord of Goel i :; b0lnt_; s1.1bm~rg..:d in the raucous nhouts of 
supur-d0rna~oes. Whun th ·! ~uthori ty of tho sol~ Kine of thl:! Uni V\.!rS~ is b c!in1; 

challcn6cd by little men rvi th big voice::; w."lO. infini to delut;ion~ of God-liku grandeur, 
v:o v;ill not rnoY-it tha r ,3proach of Elijal1, -:,hi3n h-:1 thun iurod, "Hor: long ,·,ill ye hr .. lt 
bet\.~nn tv;o opinions?" Our answer \Jill bd immodiat,~ ~md unflinching. A cl•Jrgym:m 
who u ttcrs the notion, '.l S trw lo,1ddr cf. the so-cullml Oxford ~:fovomc3nt did nome t imo 
ngu, that a dictator Clli1 bo th.; lrwtrum0nt of God, iG u blusphemur of tlw Holy 
Spirit : . .nd denies the fundamcn tal ·L13:.:.chlnf:: uf all Wost .:irn r clieions, th(•.t cv.Jry m.::.n 
is equal l::..:!fore Goe~. 

The exponents of the three domin.:.nt f:ii ths in Amer lcn arl) scuking h.Jro a 
common spiritual approach to tho probl8mc bGsettinr.; our count.ry. HuroJ it is, in thd 
absolute insistoncn on the equality of ov1Jry ;nc .. n bofort) hi:.3 Mt~kl)r. Communism l:iuds 
its popular front. Fascism i$ tryine to crl.}:1t~ ~ corn.rnon bloc out oi' the unrest and 
discont,.:nt ln Central Europe. Tonit;ht ,:w ~nn truly· procl:.a.im a Religious Front, of 
Ca tholica, J u··1s -..ntl Protestants, bound to0 0thcr by an ur1!Jvmr7inc f r.1. i th i::i the 
divinity of mun. 

It i;, rank nnd utt~L" folly for r 0ligion:.., to w· Gtl.. thuir rosources in 
frutricidal strife wh, .. n they all arl! LHJing harrassed by the common enemies - othei~m, 
mutoriolism, paganism, ..if:: chumpioncd by thoir tv,in offsprin£, Funcism and Communism. 
Unless the religious bodies of Amcricn. patch up their quurrols for mutunl pruser­
va.t.ion, th0y uro tog1Jther doomod. Wlw.t injures one is thJ foe? of ull. 

There is evidono0, for uxampl~, thut religious bigotry is b :.!ine uth;;cl bJ 
political propagandists to influcnc~ the forthcoming eluction. Thi$ muy o may not 
be knovm to tho responAil>lc leadors of the political p:1rtioo concerned. I ~nqrunce 
is no excuse for such flugrunt viulationc ~four country's honor. Whdn profo~sional 
promoters so~k to adv~c0 the 0 Amurican way" by uxploitin6 hwnan prcjudic0s :md 
suporsti tions, etornul vigilance iG the duty of those for \\·horn they dare to 3pc·ik. 
AnC. unstinting conduumation mciy well b~ the considered Juty of this Conf~rcncc. 

Let uc go on record unequivocally against nny foria of r0ligious intolc,runco 
in this 0lection, no mattl3r ag:1inct whom it i::; uo~d. C~nr1 ida.tcs for ofl'lcu ohould 
state \vithout h0sitution th: .. t u ballot cast for them ns a rusult of rl.3ligious or 
racial animosity is an insult. A vote rcgiGturoc.l even for thn ri0ht man Hill, in the 
end, ent::..ngle his footstups, if it emunntaG from n \vrong impulse. 1 s raprosonta ti v0s 
of diverse creeds hero usB~mblod, VJ.J muGt affirm tlnt v:hon ono f :::.ith is maligned for 
poli ticnl profit, the safety und dignity of all 01· thorn ar0 j uopurdized. 

Our purpos\;; horo this ov~ming is to combat "sub·1c rsi vc propaganda". What 
propngunda is more subv~rnive of Amuricon in:Jtitutions than the kind which seizes 
upon un election, tho vury symbol of ,t free governmunt by universal suffruge, and 
converts it into an uxcusc for thu uY.humu tion of putrid rollgious and racial lies? 
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0nc of these dc1libcrate falsehoods i::; the claim that Jews arc Communists. 
At the Ashevillo Confarance last August, I was highly gratifi~d ut the rc~ponse to 
my statem.:.:nts in this regard. In l'uct, the impact of th.J data I presented upon the 
minds of my audience wns so surprising thut I roa.lizcd th0 \"iidc-spread nccoptnnce of 
the bogey I uttackt!d. Why, tho vust majorit:t of those uarncst, fc.ir-mindGcl m1Jn in 
Asheville actually wont to the Co11for1Jnco with tho o.aswnptton that Jews c.rG tho 
forefront of the Communi;.-;t movement. You will forgive i:1e, then, if I repeat the 
argument I delivore~ there. 

The official fieures of the Potrograd Communi~t 1x1.rty in 1018 gave the 
Jews a percentage of 2.6. N~ither Lenin nor Kalinin nor 3tulin durivcd from Jowish 
ancestry. Even the Jewish laborine class orgclllizod n Btmd to fi::;ht the Reels. 

Vlhat n.bout Germuny? There the majority of J e-.,,rs vot0d for the liberal 
bourgeois partioo again3t both oxtromos, Nuxism c~n~ Communinm, Such affili~tion 
was natural. My co-roli:_tionists in Gormm1y wcr() chiefl,1 engaged in the professions, 
arto and commerce, who:1e interests were ciiamctrically opposed t.o Communism. Yet, 
~upposo that, by some 1·,·ild notlon, cvcn;1 G0rman Jow had cast a ballot for tho Red 
co.ndidntc1 That would hav0 uccow1ted for only 7% of the total, In tho Rcichst:1gs 
of 1932, when the Communist party held 89 unct 100 so~ts respectively, not n single 
Jewish deputy sat amon6 them. 

We nre nu turcLlly more intere~tod in our own country. Dofini to statistics 
indicate that tho proportion of Jews :i.n the Amorican Communist party is less tha.m 
l.lOth of 1% of the Jewish population. 

When wo glance at the trend from coast to coaut, one incocnpablo fact 
otrikcs us. Communism is drnv.:inu its rocruits from bnsic industri0s, such as coal, 
Lltcal, automobile o.nd shipping. In the South it ha.s nprorrd among .fruit-pickurs u.nJ 
sharc-cropp~rs. You mlght travel fron N 1JW York to California, and from Maino to 
Mexico, and you ,:ill find sca.rcoly a ~inJJ.1; Juv1 in all those i'ielclo corabined. 

Indeed, tho rolls of tho Communist Party spcnk for thl1msulvus. More thnn 
SO% of those li;;;tc arc native born, many of t.h8m d0rivinb from good old Yankee ,·tock. 
Th0 throe outf1t:1ndinG leuciurn are o.11 native, old-linu, lunoricuns. Figure:J could bu 
cited from overy .:·t· te in the Union to prove that Jewish nwn0s on hoth camlido.tc nnd 
mcmb.::rship lL:;ts ar0 n ,Jeligiblo. Evan in Now York City, i-:hure Communism is moot 
wocnl, the proportion uf Jtn~lch c.dh0runts is lcs::, than th0 proportion of Jm:s in the 
g~noral population. 

These arc tht) unassnilablc stu. tintics -~hn t were brought to tho attention o .. 
the Ashcvill0 Conf.Jrl!ncc 1. fm\· non ths ago. And they con~ti tutc but t'. sinn.11 portion 
of the vast array of facts at the disposal oi' .1.nyono neekin0 tho trut-h, Th(; clhlrgc 
of a J ow-Cornmuni:.;t link, if pernis t.od in des pi t c.~ such ounily-p-ror.urod dt1to., rovt!uls 
i tsolf as n dovmright, delib13rato libol u Lil i.z,1..;d for nolf-interest. AI!lonc the 
clcloctnbl0 bit::; of subvcrsi vc propn.gunda a r uligious Conf .:r~;nce Ghould shn. t tur, 
this ono clnmors .t'o::--- ir.unodin to dt}spatch, 

\?G J ow3 nre not linked with any poli tic:..i.l party, Commtmi:.,t or oth,)rwise. 
Thero never bus been a.nd never will be a "J owish Vote". Group poli tic:.11 uc tion runs 
c.bsolutoly contrary to our trudition. Not onco in Amoric~n history huvG Jews 
thought about govurnment, or shurcnin lt, un.Les:1 they did .:iO, not as Jens, but c.s 
Amer:lcnns. w~ urc no differ ~nt from other rulieious groups. No m:.m in this countr-.f 
Ct'.11 "d0livur", or predict, thu Jov:i::3h electorata. The su1-:10 :i.ntonBc conflict of 
politict.tl opinion und int,)rest, th~ samo incioivu divi,1ions of oconomic •1 nd social 
interest, that occur in America as n. uhol1.J, split up Am0rican Israel. Ours ls t: 
collec ti vo entity in virtµo of religion, ,1nd raligion alono. Vv0 ;.1ro u fui th, not 
u political party. 

Lunt woek a Nazi-controlled oocL ... ty dt!Clr\r~d in fnvor. of c13rt::·.ln cn.ndi­
da.tos. It wa:1 umusing to note vrith v,ha.t meticulous cu.re that socL.~ty olimiun.tocl ull 
J0~:;i3h u.:pirunts for office. But de~pito such tactics, duspite the provocai..iou of 
our dotr,: .. ctors who plnce their own nurrov, projudicus above the welfare or' America a c 
a unified complotu whole, Americun Isruel adh!ras to on0 prlnciplv ~s the undovi~t­
ing courou of gl~nuinc patriots - vm vote, noL n u group \1ithin thu stnto, but us 
fr~o, indi vidunl 1\Irh?ricans 1 

Tho alleged idontification of Jews and Communists, ncrvJrthel1Js~, is not my 
only conc,1rn tonight. Sinc0 last Aur;ucT~, when I :tpp0,rrod bufor-u the Conforuncc in 
Asheville, another typo of II subv(Jrsi ve propaganda" han bcr.;u:i to make serious inroads 
upon Americ·m lif0 o.nd thought. This undorcurrcnt rosn tr a dramatic surgt.1 ut a 
muoting h~ld in Madison Squar0 Gardon on Oct(itJJr fourth, Twt::nty thousL:.nd Americans 
of G~rmun birth or descent were ussomblod, unJ0r th8 ~ucplcds of a committee 
dominatod, temporo.rily I hoptJ, by thu Amoric .... n-G,.n-•m·m 3und. Aft~r addresses by tho 
German Ambassador n.ncl the Mayor of Stutt~art, which ·war~ rl:)ceivod nith moderato 
upplause, the audience rose cht)vring to lts f uet, :Ln rosponsu too. upecch by 



-4-
Avery Brundugcl, ch::1.imc.n of tho Am1~ r-i~un Ol:nnpic Committee. rha t dic.l it.. BrundaJe 
do to o.rou~e "'uch a fever? Did he af:'irm Ar.ioric~n principles? Did he praise 
Am1;-rican achiuvcmcnts? Hu su.id thlB: 11 :·:o cnn learn much fro:n Germany. ilc, too, 
if w~ ~·.-ish to proscrvt..:: our institutions, must, stnmp uut Comuw1.i.sm". Then he went 
on to oxtol the Nazi rdgirno. 

·~ihy do I take issue with th:;.t statmn~nt? Dece.uae it urges the elimination 
of Communiom from our national lif,3'( No. I adhere to tlw.t r.i 1.,h ull my h~art. 
Bccauso h,) dared to suggeut thut. America still c~n learn fro1.l llnothcr country? No, 
Americu hns not yet reached~ stage of omniscience or perf8ction. Because it scorned 
in bad taotc to rc.murd so sensationally tho head of the American Olympic Conuni tteo 
for tn.lcing the grun~s to Germuny? No 1 it mis n.-: tur::..l and gr:.icious for G1Jrmr ns to 
adore the man who made Berlin tho cantor of the world's athletic inturcst l nst 
sununur. Do I take issue ,·,ith th~ sto.t0rncnt because a man nurtured on the Amarican 
ConGtitution and tho Bill of RiL;hts, tau~ht to rovere fret;.)dom and lib0rty, and 
deuicutud to the finest traditions of Ameri~nn sportsmnnship therein abrogated 
thora ~ll in favor of a regime that bus brD.ndod democracy ~s a disease? The news of 
such betrayal horritied me, but it i:j atill not thd nub of my disGUst ....• I tako 
issue with thu sta ter.10nt of Mr. Drundo.ge bocauso it implied that the only al ti3rna­
ti vc to Communism i5 F, scism, th,tt rm cun fight on~ kind of dictatorship only by 
1.::mbrncing the other, that if we don't accept Moscow as our raentor, we muot r.ccept 
Berlin, I object to th:it with ull my ... oul, 

The Spani~h peninsula i::; b1::d.ng furrovred with hu tred and drenched ,,i th 
blood, because the inhabitants of that nncient l,.:nd havo been ranged b8hind the 
two uxtromcs of Comnunism und Fascisn. All of 1'urope is tcotering on the 8dg0 of 
wur bet'1een the t·wo opposing brands of Totalitarianism. A subtl~, but powerful, 
effort is bcine made by both camps, in Amdrico. also, to convincu mc.nkind of the 
inescapability of the choice of on.a or tho other. The Communist writurs cry 11 Como 
to us or those wicked Fascists will got youl" The F'ascists blazon across thdir 
shields - "We will save you from th~ mono.ce of Communism!" Th0ir combined 
crunpaign of fear has b0cJn so succtJSLJful that o. mnn who dares to attack one is 
lubellod as a propon8nt of the oth~r. But I declaro unto you, ny friends, 11 A plague 
on both tht:3ir houses!" 

If Fascism is the price for the destruction of Communism, I am not sure 
that thG cure is not wo1·s13 tht:n the aff'l3.ction. The only alternative I know of to 
the adv,.mt of Communiom is tho retur·n to Am~ricanisr.i. A brO\·m shirt or a blo.ck . 
shirt is no better :Jubsti tuta for thL red, ,·;hi t o ,md blue than a rod flag. 

In th~ Statement of Objectives o.s prupo.red by the Chicugo committee of 
the Amurican ForwQrd Movcmont, Communi3m ~nd all other forms of the Totalitarian 
Stute art:J in toto abjured. This cannot be too emphatically r0it8rated. On po.in of 
genoral misundorstanding, wo must definit0ly ltntl unoquivocally indicat~ that nnti­
Communism is not a preliminury to F: scism. Avery Brundage m:iy bu duzzled by the 
showmanship and pomp of Nazi mass-m0~tings. This Conf0roncu clings to old­
fashioned Yu.nkoe democracy, A cracker-box politico.l pow-wow in a country ::;tore 
docs not elicit the gasp of a theatrical producer or prt1ss agont, but it affirms the 
right of each individual to nharo in tho policy of his country without dread of 
secret police or a concentration camp. 

It is and must t")Ver remain our abiding faith, thJ.t America's destiny 
will be unfolded, not und0r the mount.:,in0ous violence and tyranny of 6odless 
Co1amunists or oquuJ.ly godless Fasci..,ts, but on the broud, sunny, bdncficient plains 
of dcmocro.01. Tho moment has come for Americans to re-affirm their confidence in 
tht) technique of democracy. And ,-.,hut ls democracy but th0 political vorsion of 
faith in the possibilities of mo.n? D0rnocracy means thnt people have the ability, 
int~lligonCtl and will to gov.:>rn themselvos. 

The warfarw botweon dictatorship and dcmocrncy is nothinG but the con­
flict between those \1ho have faith in the masses of mankind and those who trcnsf0r 
that faith ton miracle-mongering dictator in ordor to oacapc responsibility for 
thoir decisions, When a mo.n would rather be a goose-stopping, woll-fed robot than 
a human )Jing obligated to choose his own cours~, he is lont. 

This world-wide itch to oscape rosponsibility constitutos the re~l 
challc:ng.a, Huge groups of peopla, bev,ildcred by 1:3conomic deprosslon inei tt.?d to 
dolusions of grandour, enr~ptured by ruciol idol~try havu sold th3il' fro~dom for a 
parade, a uniform, and so~oon~ to think for thorn. Tho dictators of Europ~ have 
substitutl3d cannon-fodder for hurnm1 souls. 

What is hnppcninb in America? Allon forc ~s arc diluting donocrn.tic 
ide·' ls. The horriblo passions that pit rw tion against n~ tion, crocd ug~i.lnGt creed, 
race against race, passions that aru eonverting Europv into u cauldron of hute ·and 
disaster, passions that omunat~ from men drunk \11th arrogunco, ar -..: growing like 
weeds in our oanctuary. Tho air is black \'lith strungo and r aucous doctrinos. Thu 
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V·::ry bo.nners for v1hich America bled over a 1-JOrio(! o-::' 150 yeurs a re L.1.1 too often 
shieldc for bigotry. Thc: visions v1hich brought hi thor millions of the oppressed, 
from the far reaches uf th8 earth, ure ond:.mg ,.?rcd. And &bovc tho rneleo of poli ticul 
doctrines and int~re3ts, like carrion buzzu.ro.s poised for th8ir harvest, hov,Jr the 
raublo-rouscrs, th~ baby Hitlers, wultine to devour thu r8muin~ oi' American 
democracy. Their woapons ure r ... 1.ciul hatred, r ,?licious intoL.:runce, omniscunt, 
impossible promises, ond fe::..r of economic irwecuri ty. 

We must ducido, once for all, vthGth.Jr to struggle for our sustenuncc no 
free men or Lo wallow in the: trough of mas.;;-glorification wo,1ring the goldt.:n chains 
of a dictator. The spiri tuo.l drama of mankind, no reve :->,l~d in the two Bibles of 
the western world , b:Jgn.n by crut~tine man in thl} im:1gc of God. Inspired by th'"•t 
consciousness, man striv~s to roa.lizc tho divinity· within him, Thi::; i,3 our true 
work on earth. But when dictators conv~rt men into bit8 of muchunism, and br.: nd 
th~m only a s stuffud .:.miraal~ prirn:3d for slaughter on tho battle-field, th1.,;y arc 
thereby not only an obstacle to civilizu.tion - they :ire sworn enemies of n.11 
RELIGION,· -

ThG injunction, "l'Au.ke tht: v~orld saft) for dc1!1ocrucy", is more urgent today 
than in the tim~ of Wilson. W.! can fulfill it not by waiting until dL.wocra cy must 
be savud \d tL blood on thl.! bnttl0-fiJld, but by rJfusing to hand ovur our probl~r.1s 
to a oup.ff-mu.n. Thu v 1..;ry 0ss0nce of r ,J ligion i ::,; th:-lt mnn, th,J child of Goel, mus t be 
brav0 enough to rJtain tll1.1 m.'.:l.story of his own f.;oul, r..nd tho vary cssenc~ of 
democra c.r is faith in th13 ul tima. te b81rnfi ts of t.,ha t mastery. 

Faith in th.J iduuls of' democra.cy is cssentir..l to fnith in God. Without it, 
theism i3 but '.:.i futiL~ phra se. Tht;! most im1ec.li ·•.tA task o.f rJligious teachers tod. ty 
is to fuse indissolubly th0 buliof in God ~.md the belief in tho pot...:ntiali ties of 
free govl;rnmcnt. Vv.J cl0rgyrnon must tustify once for o.11 thcJ.t r~li~ion io on the Jide 
of th:3 masses of mankind. God is worshipper.. best through m~. 

Thi s principl8 op !ratus not only in t,h.J political but in t he ::;ocic.l sphJre. 
Religion cc.nnot ignore the need for cru.tng0s in our sociul structure. It 13 in­
possible to urcct u vital r~li6iou on a crumbling ~oci.:il ordur. When puoplc :ire 
torn by oconomic discont,.mt, they a.r0 cont,m1ptuous of the: conDolutions of religion. 
And us long us thl3SO diseont~.mtc cm1 be to.ppcd by restle::;s or :::elf-sucking clements, 
r-..volt i;:, o.. constunt. thr0.:..t, In t!1~ face of t hcJ chall;:;ngc thund0red by poverty Ll!ld 
inju'-· tico, Prot;Jstn.nt, C· tholic ancl J -.JWish cl0rgy1:1on mu..; t for3ot th..3ir thvologicul 
diffor.:nc .]s , Ston,.) to s t on0 , t ho church, cuth8dr~l u.nd synngoe ccn bu wulded into n 
mighty fortress vhur ,J t h0 b0s t ~nJrgi ..: s of our pJoplJ r;ill be d0vot1.3cl t o the t a sk 
of social reconstruction. Communism untl Fascism feiJd on social wron0s. Correct 
th0 HronGs, und the cuntrnl nurv~ of thcwc ductro:rurs will be eut in twa.in. 

Nov1 r y friends, L fina.l word. Thi e, y~u.r marks t hu fifti •)th unniv :rsury of 
thJ St·.1tuc of Lib ::;rty un Budloo' s I •·L.md, Dur inG th8 half c,.mtury, thouD ndn uf my 
p ·,ople hu r :! crowded thw decks of incoming stoa.m0rs a.s thoy ~-pproaehed thu hurbor of 
thi s f ni~ city, to S ·Je tho gr0at fi t,'1.lr-.: of s ton{; tha t proculimod lib )rty und hope 
to '3V .Jry ht:.mll it in Europe - to sea it Hi th thGir m,n eyes. As thdy 1J00red, t-....nsc o.nd 
unxious, in to thJ fog, th~:ir he~~rts fill\..:d , {i th now c0u.cng L1 , n.nd they thanked God 
for Aml:.!rica. 

Vu J iJ \:S have!. not loJt thc. t f :~i "th in America , :.:ind wu nev .. r sh:...11, Thoueh 
Communists and Fascistc ussuil thi s l and \,i tb i::;V;.Jry r 0sourc0 of v:i t and gold, \·m 
lcnow th•i t llmcricu v1il.L stand f us t to its trudi tionu. Th~ r.iia.smo. of the pr ... s entt 
momont i.'ill v :..ni;.:;h, and Icrul)l, with oth-.,r crowd,_,, will eontinue to coopL:ra.tu towards 
the vision th .. :. t nostlccl in the minds of my for0f ~thers und yours - the vision of n 
l ~nd fr0 .! of rlJligious pr13judic t1 , consocrutud to religious fti.i th and cmbod.ied in a 
r eligi ous fo :i·m o ... gov,..lrnmvnt, which i u none other than democracy. 


	ms4787.013.004.0300b.pdf



