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STATIONS THAT NEE:D A LESSON 

Some recent Sunday afternoon broadcasts from a local station 
bring sharply to the front again the need for an effective method 
whereby speakers who are careless about the truth may be restrained 
from making misleading and slanderous statements. 

The probabilities that inaccuracies and misstatements, such 
as those to which Father Coughlin is prone, will be curbed by mere 
public contradictions is not large, no matter how conclusive the 
contradictions may be. 

The type of orator that blunders and blusters ahead in a manner 
which suggests that be is quite contemptuous of accuracy ord i narily 
is not much disturbed by exposures and rebukes. 

But the radio station which permits use of its facilities f or 
reckless assertions that contain vicious assaults on reputable people 
can, and should be brought to account. 

It should be held as strictly accountable for any slanders 
disseminated by it over the air as a newspaper is for printing libel. 

The big, nationwide broadcasting systems try to guard themselves 
and their public from assertions about men and things which are clearly 
and grossly contrary to fact and which baselessly disparage conduct 
and reputation. 

Individual stations needing the lesson should be taught that 
it is worth their while to do so also. 

Detroit Free Press - December 5, 1938. 
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IIXECUTIVII OP'l'ICKS 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
01' B'NAI B'RITH 

130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 1415 
PHONE FRANKLIN 222\ 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

CHICAGO 

December 6, 1938 

S IG MUND LIVINGSTON 
CHAIIIMAN 

RICHARD E . GUTSTADT , 
0 11111:CTOII AND S ECR ETA R Y 

Received word from Detroit today that Station 1 ~TR is ver y anxious to donate 
a half-hour of tims between twelve and tv~ o'clock, it may be at 1:30 or at 
1:00, for someone of our selection to speak. They stat ed that they did not 

nt, hovrever , to utilize this donated time for any rejoL.,der to Coughlin, 
th. tit is to be entirely separate and apart from the Cou hlin incident , the 
same as if Col hlin had not spoken over the air at all . They desire this 
time utilized for the pi.rpose of ublicizing the contributions r.iade b JevTS 
for the bette ant and prorress of the world, and also a denunciation of per­
secution. I did not avail myself of the offer for the reason that I was a 
little doubtful whether the same should be accepted . 1fy understand i from 
Detroit is that the management of this station now is scnewhat afflicted 
with "jitters" for fear that they have e i ted the other gentleman to go 
too far and that it mifht cause a reaction a gain st them; and putting two am 
tvJO to geth r , I ha.d the feeling- that they we e tryinr- to util i ze this proffer 
as a token of appeasement to us . 

I may be entirely wrong in my attitude . I am putti ~g it up to you. It may 
be that no nn Lter what influences their rene r osity , still some good may be 
accoraplished by putting on the air the contribution that the Jews have made 
as a difnified offset a ainst everyth i ng that hns been said a a:inst th rn . 

I lmovt of no man who could fulfill this assignment bettor than you . I loave 
it to you to decide whether it is advisable to a cept the offer . If "OU de ­
si r e to accept it , you will let J!'e lmov, at on ce . Of course , there is another 
t hing to be considered, an c, the. t is that th time is not one of vo.nta e . It 
is the noon t ime, qhen people usually do not listen to radio . 

All this , ho11ever , for your consideration . e have received a definite price 
for the same forty- eight stations , which would cost 5, 519 . 63 . As far as I 
kno , at the present time , the ew York eroup will make arr anrements for these 
stations , and Mr. Frank Ho an , Pr esident of the American Bar Association , is 
to be the speaker . 

I have just sugr ested to Wash:i.nr,ton and to Ifow York that it would be advis ble 
at the end of Hogan ' s talk, to have a statement r ead by Countess Catacuzene , 
the er nddaughte r of Gen ral Grant , who supports Kerensky in everythin that 
he stated , sug eating that this would be dr amatic and forceful . 

Re ards . 

SL:EF 
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~CLASS OF SERVICE OESIREo\. CHECK 
DOMl:9TIC CA■ LI! 

TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER DEFERRED WESTERN 
UNION 

ACCT'G INFMN. 
NIGHT NIGHT 

MESSAGE LETTER 
NIGHT SHIP 

LETTER RADIOGRAM TIME FILED 
Patrons ahould check clue of aervice 
daaired; otherwise mena11r9 wm be 

tranamitted as a full·rate 
eommunl.eation. R . 8 . WHITI! 

l'llllSIDIINT 
NEWCOMB C ARLTON 

C HAIRMAN 01' THIE 80AIIID 

Send the /ol1011ln1 meua,e. aubJecl lo the lema1 on bac~ hetCl)/0 UJhich ore hcrcl,11 a,recd I• 

Day Letter 

Mr . Sigmund Livingston, Chairman 
Anti-Defamation Lea e 
150 N. Wells btreet 
Chicago , Ill . 

.J . C. WILLEYIER 
,111■T VIC■•l'IIIE■IDIENT 

December 7,198 

IN MY JUDG tENT IT WULD BE GREAT I TAc<E TO ACCEPT OFFER OF bTATION \ GAR. 
IT IS AN EASY A'i t?OR THEM AND A CHEAP /A 'l'O GET OUT FRO THE ORAL 
CENSURE WHICH IS THEIRS FOR PERMITTI NG THE VILE BROADCASTS ON THEIR 
STATION AND A READY EXCUSE FOR THEM FOR ALL FUTURE TI ME. I ,OULD ST GEST 
THAT NO ONE ACCEPT THAT OFFER AND THAT YU ru;.JECT IT. IF THE NE QRK 
ARRANGE,ENT DOES NOT GO THR UGH PLEASE NOTIFY EAT ONCE AS I l REPAnl!;D 
TO TAKE OVER THE TATION YSELF FOR A ~ERIOD OF TE TOT ELVE WEEKS . 
KINDEST REGARDS 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

THE QUICKEST. SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 

• 



EXECUTIVE OPPICES 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
01' B'NAI B'RITH 

130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 1415 
PHONE FRANKLIN 2221 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silv r 
The Temple 
105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silrer: 

CHICAGO 

December 8 , 1938 

SIGMUND LIVINGSTON, 
CHAIIIMAN 

RICHARD E . GUTSTAOT , 
01111:C:T OII AND S IECllrTAIIY 

I am in receipt of . ours of th 7th instant . I triE d to re ch you by 
telephone this mornin before receivinr this letter, to tell you that 
definite arran ements have been made for th '9:op-an broadc st . 

I mve for scne t~ne proposed a short broadcast eve week, not in 
answer to Coughlin , but rather taking up one subject M. tter a week end 
callin it " he Truth Abo 1t F'alse Propa. anda". I tmderstood from ~rour 
of ''ice thn t you we e in New York at t he time thn t I phoned ou this 
morn ·n • I ro uld be ve h ppy if at so~ ti:rne col'\venient to y'Ju, you 
could be here and I would call a meetin of our Advisory Co,mcil and 
have you discuss with them your ideas a.bo ut all these .tters . 

We are now con siderinr th advi sabi lity of instituti:i 1 • el s its a. inst 
the stations which permi lihe l ous matters to be bro dcast . In order 
tha. t the e be no conflict, I submitted the proposition to the New York 
Contr1ittee for their consideration . Of course. we have no p-roup libel 1 w. 
1 e cold not act without the consent of tne per-sons who were libell d , as 
such persons would ve to be pl intiffs . 

Of course , there is another avenue , namely , criminal libel , but bein 
a criminal char e it might involvo considerable dan~er of failure of 
conviction . 

11th kind r a.rds, I am 

SL: EF 

(Dictated--not rad . ) 

Truly you- s , 

~~~_.,._~ 

Si("Illund Livinrston 
Chairm 



EXECUTIVE Ol"l"ICES 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
01" B'NAI B'RITH 

130 N. WELLS ST, SUITE U15 
PHONE P'RANKLIN Zlll 

Rabbi Abba Hille J. Silver 
?he Ter.rnle 
105th Street and Jnsel Road 
CJB veland , Ohio 

Devr Dr . Silver: 

CHICAGO 

December 13 , 1908 

SIGMUND LIVINGSTON, 
CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD E . GUT STADT, 
OIR•CTOlt AND a•CRIETAltY 

I acknovledre receipt of your esteemed favor of the 12th instant . This 
is in reference to the Hells article . 

I irrnnedi tely reached ,·r . Cutstadt in Nev, York by pho11e , and requested 
him to contact the mana ers of the ma.ga.zj.ne . I have a.l so sent a circ lle r 
letter to the Rab ic- and have taken the privilege of quoti r; from your 
1 tter . 

I a ree with you that we should use the re.dio more extensively . ·.fe f vor 
tl 1 e idea of a Sunday 1.·oekly broadce.st . I beli ve , hovever , that that 
broadcast should be in positiv fon.1 reth r than ,n answer to anythjn 
the other p;entl man may say. We should describ the conditions of the 
Jews in lan . other than democre.cies . It should also show th contribu­
tion of the Jew in a discreet m nner . It should enlighten the public s 
to the ca rdine.l principles of Juda isr1 nd its ethics . It sho ld deraonstr .te 
that minority rrotips , Jews e.s well as others , can fil d sec 1rity only in 
democre.cie s . 

I would be v ry happy to tak this matter up with you furth r in a persone.l 
conference or if possible, in a couference between you and o dvisory 
Council . The l ocal station here this mornin has offered us fifteen 
minutes daily for such purpo se . I lwve requested Er. Saltiel of our office , 
who has had great exp rienoe in publ ic speakin , to un:lertak this job , and 
he h!\s made a tentative a pointment with the owners of this statior to 
eff ctuate the plans . On next Sunday the General Council for ewi~h Rights 
me ts in New Yorl: . I will a.tte11d that meeting . 

rith re gards , 

Since e 1~ yours , 

SL: EF 



EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
SIGMUND LIVINGSTON, 

CHAIRMAN 

OF ■'NAI ■'IIITH 

110 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 141!5 

RICHARD E. GUTSTADT, 
OIIIKCTQII ANO ■ECIIETAIIY 

PHONI: frRANKLIN U21 

CHICAGO 

December 13, 1938 

Dear Sir: 

"Liberty" magazine has planned to publish an article entitled "The 
Future of the Jews"., written by H. G. Wells. The same is to be pub­
lished in the issue of December 24. Advance excerpts of same indicate 
it to be unfriendly and supporting some of the charges made against 
Jews. 

This day we have requested our New York office to contact the manag­
ers of this magazine in reference thereto. We received a letter from 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver specifically upon this subject. He states: 

"If it is to be published., I would sugr;est that the Anti­
Defamation League at once circularize our Jewish magazines., 
newspapers, and our Rabbis, and request them not to create 
a sensational controversy about the article., btit" to ignore 
it entirely. We are .iust in the midst of the Coughlin 
controversy involving Jews. We have r,one tl rough six or 
eight weoks of intensive Jewish discussi on relative to the 
German situation. I do not think that it is wise to make 
another assault upon American public opinion through a loud 
and vociferous denunciation of another anti-Semite. It 
would be a great mis te.ke." 

We fully concur in the statement made by Rabbi Silver, and relay the 
same to you. 

Will you be so kind as to admonish the Anglo-Jewish press in accordance 
with the thought as expressed by Dr. Silver. 

I beg to remain 

Sigmund Liz,,~ 
Chairman 

SL:EF 
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EXECUTIVE Ol'l"ICES . SIGMUND LIVINGSTON, 
CHAIRMAN 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE RICHARD E . GUTSTAOT, 
DIIIIECTOII AND S KCRllTARY 01' B'NAI B'RITH 

130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 1415 
PHONE PRANKLIN 22%1 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St . at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver : 

CHICAGO 

December 29th , 
1 9 3 8 

I sat in part of the session of the General Jevn.sh Council 
meeting in rew York City. At the time I w s compelled to leave , 
they were in the midst of the discussion on the subject concerning 
which you wrote . 

There had come from Vashington, some rather significant 
infformation leading to the belief that the Hierarchy was ver y 
definitely steppine; into that picture, that there was reason to 
believe that this broadcast of last Sunday would be the last of 
that particular character . The final action as gathered by me 
from the reports , was that nothing woul d be do ,1 e for two or three 
oroadcasts . We would t i1en be in a position to know whether any 
mo dificaticn of the Father ' s attitude had been effected . If so , 
there might be no occasion to follow through . If not , the subject 
ould have the immediate consideration of the Policy Corarr:.ittee . 

We are awaiting next Sunday ' s broadcast . 

I want to assure you that neither Mr. Livinc ston , nor I , are 
quite satisfied with the decision which appeared to be that of a 
large majority . The hope was expressed by t l o General Council that 
no individual community wou l d attempt to make answer since it wo ld 
indubitably lead to man y similar efforts in other communities , vrhere 
the judgment of the leaders mi eht be questionable . 

With personal re6ards , I am , 

REG :EBF 

Ver y 

Hi chard E. Gutstadt 

Direc tor 
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KXECUTl\'f OP'l'ICES 

ANTl·DEFAMA1"10N LEAGUE 
OP' ■'NAI ■'RITH 

130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE Ul5 
PHONE l"RANKLIN 22.ZI 

abbi Abb Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland , Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver : 

CHICAGO 

:B'ebru ry 13, 1939 

S IGMUND LIVINGSTON, 
C:HAIIIMAN 

RICHARD E . GUTSTA DT. 
DIIISC:TOII AND ••c1trrAIIY 

Thank you for yours of the 9th instant in 
reference to Ger ld Smith . You may be sure that e had long ago 
made the effort to check up comuletely on the record of this 
party . We had some information ~ith respect to his earlier 
affiliation with the Silver Shirts . This was prior to his having 
gone over to Huey Long. Smith explains th the at no time 
authorized the use of his name by the Silver hirts , but that in 
an effort to as cert in more about Mr . .t>elley ' s acti vi ti es, hi • 
interest was misinterureted . This may or may not be true . 

We tried t o check up on other aspects of 
the man ' s past . ,e found out that he had been under susi:,i.c • OIL 

i Shreveport where he once had a pulpit, but this was not in 
connection with anti-Semitism. Smith ' s record is rather nebulous, 
nothing of authenticated character h ving come to us , but con­
oider ble unauthenticated material of a disqui~ting nature . 

You ar quite right in asswning th t Smit 
deAires to o on the radio e gain . You are lso right in your 
tatement th the can rip the hide off the Detroiter , because 
s r bble- rou, er I believe Smith has no equal . In my talk with 

Smith, I made it ve-ry clear it woul be unwise for any :rews to 
finance him, and I also stated to him rcw conviction that answers 
to anti- Semitic dema o m should , in my judgment , be m de by J'ews. 

rankly , Dr . Silver , I am a little reluctant 
about worki n with his man because , despite his protestations , we 
may be building up a Fr nkenstein . I am not only worried about 
his Fascist tendenci es ( though he disclaims any) , but I em lso 

1 . 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver Febru ry 13, 1939 

concerned with his violent anti-Roosevelt pronouncements. 

It is my best judgment that we ou ht not to rou e 
this man' nta~onism. We can be ve-ry noncomrnitt 1 in our r >li . s 
to inauiries. e should, ho~ever , be very conserv tie about mani­
festing any enthusiasm with resoect to inauiries that may be made of 
us. I trust you agree with my judgment. 

RKG : R 

Cordially yours, 

Richard E. Gutstadt, 
Director . 

' 



ORGANIZATION COIDIITrEE 

NED B. DBARBOBN, 
Chairman 

BADLEY CANTRIL 
GEORGE S. COUNTS 
BELEN BALL 
ARTHUR HOPKINS 
GARDNER JACKSON 
PAUL J. KERN 
CLYDE R. MILLER 
DUDLEY NICHOLS 
.JESSE B. NEWLON 
LOUISE PEARSON 
HARRY SCHERMAN 
GEORGE SELDES 
BERMAN SBUMLIN 
SIGMUND SPAETH 
ORDWAY TEAi> 
FRANK P. WALSH 
PkRcIV AL WILDB 

ROBERT K. SPEER 
Treaaurer 

SAMUEL .J. RODMAN 
Jbecutin Secretu7 

ADVISORY BOARD 
SBBRWOOD ANDDSON 
JAMES W. ANGELL 
LOUIS ADAJOO 
THURMAN ARNOLD 
VICKI BAUM 
WILLIAM B. BENET 
FRANZ BOAS 
LOUIS BROIQl'JBLD 
J A!,U:S L. BREWER 
DR. A, A. BRILL 
HEYWOOD BROUN 
SENATOR ARTBUB CAPP& 
MARC CONNELLY 
HUMPHREY COBB 
OLIN DOWNES 
WILLIAM B. DODD 
TIIEODORB DREISD 
WALTER PRICHARD BATON 
HENRY PRATI' FAIRCHILD 
DOROTHY CANFIELD l'lSDB 
ABRAHAM FLEX.ND 
OSMOND K. FRAENKBL 
EDWIN FRANKO GOLDMAN 
REV. BRNUT G. OU'l'IIRIB 
DASHIELL BAMIISTT 
LILLIAN HBLLIIAN 
JESSE H. ROLMBS 
MRS. SHEPPARD HOMANS 
WILLIAM K. BOWARD 
IIRa. HAROLD L. IOU:S 
REX INGRAM 
STANLEY II. ISAACS 
RORAOB II. KALLIIN 
DOROTHY KENYON 
FREDA KIROBWAY 
Jl'RITZ LANO 
ROBERT D. LEIGH 
IRENE LEWISOBN 
ROBERT MORAS LOVSTT 
l'll&DBIO IIARCB 
THOMAS MANN 
PBJLIP lflmTV A La 
DlJDLH lllJ1tPlff 
W. W. NORTON 
LEE PRB88MAN 
LIBBY BOLMAN RnNOLDS 
WILL ROGICRS, .JR. 
WM. S. SOHTVFELIN 
VIOLA BKOTJIBBS SBOU 
MARK STARR 
ROBERT K. STRAUS 
REXFORD 0. TUGWELL 
LILLIAN D. WALD 
WALTER F. WANGD 
WALTER WBlTB 
MARY B. WOOLEY 

~Jl'J 

FILMS FOR DEMOCRACY 
A Non-Profit Motion Picture Producing and Distributing Organization 

342 MADISOII AVE. HEW YOU CITY ', ; . , , • "' l • : • · • • . . . . . . . . .. . ' . 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
THE TEMPLE, 
Eaet 106th St. at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, OHIO. 

Dear Rabbi Silvers 

VANDERBILT 6-3660 

February 14, 1939. 

We are happy to welcome you aa a member of our Advisory Board. 
We are reluctant, however, to accept your warning that you will not 
raise any funds for ua. 

We are tackling a worthwhile task which will tend to preserve 
and extend American Democracy. It cannot be done without the neceaaary 
tunda with which to maintain our office. 

We therefore earnestly hope that you will find it posaible to de­
vote a little ot your time to intereating friends or Democracy to sup­
port us. 

Specifically we wruld ask ot you that your secretary submit to 
ua a liat ot people to whom we may write under your 1ignature, as a 
member of our Advisory Board, urging them to join our organization and 
contribute generously to it. 

It you think they will be eutficlently interested, and deem it 
advi1able, we shall be glad to forward with our appeal a copy ot the 
first acript which we are considering tor production. The hero ot the 
1cript 11, ot course, a progreaaive Amerioan who aacrificea everything 
tor the pre1ervation and extension ot Democracy in our land. 

I aaw 1. Ickes in aahington laat week; ahe al10 conaented to 
circularize aome other friends. She asked me to urge you to do 
likewiee. 

Sincerely ywra, 

~l~ 
Executive Secretary 

SJR:JG 



Februar • 20, 1959 

r. Allan Tarshish 
The Equitable Life A sure.nee Societ o: ~c u. c . 
21 E. Stute Str .et 
Col bus, Ohio 

., . r Allana 

The ,ue tin r ich •ou ir. 1n our 
lett r o. ·--e, o cour e, eing r i~ed 11 ov r the countr;> . 

11 I cun a;; to J·ou i f th t th Gen s C uncil, 
of h. ch r. Ed r Ku nn . c n h _en 
in clo e touch · 1th t . e situ~tion rnd ls horoughl 
acquainted th 11th n l · involved. I b liev t· t 
the situ: t i on m"y ell ,e l e ~t to th for t he rP re nt 
the four l · rge n tion· 1 Je ·i h r niza tions including, 
of cure, the B• nai B'rith nd t h Anti-De a ion 
L gue. I believe th t w tever car bA don tn he 
Coughlin matter is ein done. u t remem r ht 
in a free coun ry, th r ~e 11 its t o ht can be 
done. 

I am eendi you, :.mder eepar te cover, 
the booklet which he General J ·iah Council h rece tly 
printed and di tri ted on fath r Coughlin. 

1th all good i hes, remain 

V ry cordiall or~, 

AHS1 K 



memple Jsrael 
~runt 1fiouis 

FERDINAND M. ISSERIMAN, RABBI 

OFFICE OF THE RABBI 

KINGSHIGHWAY AND WASHINGTON 

SAINT LOUIS 

Feb. 27. 1939• 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 105th st. & Ansel Rd., 
0leveland• Ohio. 

Dear Abba.a 

(Dictated Feb. 23, 1939) 

In observance of George Washington's birthday yesterday, each of 
the ten local high schools here was visited by a team composed 
or a rabbi. a priest and a minister. With Father Ryan of st. 
Louis University and Dean Sidney Sweet of Christ Church Cathe­
dral, I visited two high schoola--both of them in south st. Louis 
where the population is predominately German--speaking to the 
assemqJ.~!tJ~,$-s.tead of delivtring set and fornal addresses, 
we dilcl'.i'aed amon'g ourselves and invited questions from the 
student aud.i~noe. ID one high school I was aroused when several 
questions with reference_ to father Coughlin•s broadcast were 
aeke~t ea:::b. it.Hie ~stions were referred to Father 
Ryan od them out as being controversial. Father Ryan 
is a member of the faculty of st. Louie University whose 
broadcasting station carries Coughlin'& broadcasts. 

In the second high aohool--oonsiderably larger--wiiere twenty­
two hundred pupil• were in the assembly• no mention was ade 
of Coughlin at all and the oonoern I felt beoauae of DI' ex-
perience at the first high school was somewhat dissipated.~ ~~~ 
Yesterday evening, under the auspices of the A.Z.A. and ~U,(.) 

youth groups. a naas meeting was held at the high school in 
the westend of the city. Thia aeotion of the city has a large 
Jewish population. A panel discussion ly a rabbi. a minister. 
and a priest was a feature of the evening. I was the rabbi• 
the priest wa.a Father Ryan of St. Louis University. the minister 
was Hampton Adams of the Union Avenue Chri1tian Church. In 
the oourae of the disousaion, Father Ryan analyzed propaganda 
and said that when it involves deliberate distortion of truth 
that that propaganda should be oenaored. I then said that 
there is a radio program carried weekly in our city on Sun~ 
afternoons which consists ot deliberate distortion of truth 
and I aslmd himlfhether he felt that that should be censored. 
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FERDINAND M . ISSERMAN. RABBI 

Feb.27.1939 

Page 2 

The Protestant minister said that he believed it to be per­
nicious and was very unhappy because it is on the air. Father 
Ryan then stated that Father Coughlin•a broadoasts were not a 
deliberate distortion of the truth and that he is only doing 
to Jevrn TI"hat on other broadoasts he had done to gentiles. 
This defense of Father Coughlin at this meeting to promote 
demooraoy among American youth. provoked I frenzied. fanatioal 
and enthusiastic applause on the part of halt of the yotU1g 
people in the audience. Being on the platform, I could observe 
their faoea. I read in them the 88.JDll!II frenzied passion that I 
had seen on the faoea of Nazi youths in Germ.ey when Rosenberg 
attacked the Jews at public meetings. 

One or these yo,mg people rose and stated that Coughlin had 
neffr been answered and that no one had oha.llenged his argu­
ments. I told him of the pamphlet gotten cut by the committee 
in New York. ~promised to write to me for it. A Jewish 
laynan in the audience speaking to an ano~us Protestant 
learned from the Protestant that he too believed that Father 
Coughlin's arguments were a faot because they had renained 
unanswered. 

I have described these experiences to you in detail because , 
they do disturb me. Apparently. although we nay not listen ? 
to Father Coughlin other radios are more hospitable. He ia 
influencing and shaping the thinking of an important segment 
of Amerioan youth. Eapeoially was I struck by the fact tha. ,V 
the Jewa pleaded guilty to the charges because to their know­
ledge Coughlin had not been answered. I am sure that you must 
have given this lllL tter some thought. I for one do not feel 
that we Jews are facing this situation adequately. I am 
wondering what your reaction i•• what you think oan and should 
be done. Do let me hear from you. 

With kindest greetings, I remain 

Sincerely yours. 

FMI/SK 



arch 1, 1959 

r. Richard E. Gutctadt, Director 
Anti-Defamation Logue 
1io J • . ells Street 
Chict• ,o, I 1. 

) dear r. Gutt dta 

I am encloe ne herewith a letter which I received today 
from Rabbi Ieserman or St. Louie. After r ading it, lea e 
return it to me. 

I had co. .1 ttee o three gentile! r ~re e ting org ni ied 
labor in the S ,, te of ... hio c 11 on me the oth r day. They, too, 
extlressed r ve concern t tho iriro ds ;r. ch F. th Coghlin 
ia making among the ranks of orgnnized lnbor. They, too, 

could not under~ta.nd ~hy an ans er to Ft r Coughlin as not 
being c~de on the radio. 

Clevele.nd shoot, this eek, o the Americ ~soci tion 
of School Adminis~r· tor. Th . •ubject of propa anda w s the 
chi f topic t mot o~ these~ ion. The p kor e em to be 
unani ou~ in th tl-io • '1 t hnt the ohl v a to ans er lse 
r dio propa~ nda is b~ true radio . ropafanda. 

The General Jewish Comicil, I eup ee, ooner or later 
will h veto come around to this point ot new. Ho ever, a 
tremendoue amount of valu ble time 1 c ing loet, nd the 
eeede hich this man is sowing ill b r fruit. y the time 
we et round to the job of an~ ~rin him, o~ or 111 be 
doubl h rd. 

With 11 good i he, I remain 

AHS1BIC 
Enc. 

Very incerely ~ours, 



EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
OF B ' NAI B'RITH 

130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 1602 
PHONE FRANKLIN 2221 

CHICAGO 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East lO~th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

March 14, 1939 

SIGMUND LIVINGSTON . 
C HA I AMAN 

RICHARD E . GUTSTADT, 
DI R EC TOR AND SECRET A RY 

Your letter of March 1st relative to 
Father Coughlin, directed to Mr. Gutstadt, reached his desk 
while he was confined to his bed with a cold and throat 
infection. Immediately upon his recovery, it was necessary 
for him to leave for the Fast to fulfill engagements there. 
Mr. Gut stadt will return to our office this week. 

In the meantime, Mr. Sigmund Livingston 
returned from the South and read your letter, as well as the 
letter from Rabbi Ferdinand M. Isserman, which you enclose, 
with a great deal of interest. He has asked me to make a 
copy of your letter for his personal t ile so that he can 
give it further consideration, and you will undoubtedly" hear 
from him with regard to the subject matter. 

Pursuant to your request, the letter of 
Rabbi Isseman is returned to you herewith. 

MNK:SR 
Enc. 

Most cordially yours, 

MAX N. IrnOLOFF, 
Assistant Secretary 



Just Chat 

It 1'Jiust Not Happen Here 

If my discussion of persecution of Jews in Germany in the last 
issue of Hardware Retailer, has conveyed to anyone the impression that 
I approve or condone such procedures, or that I would advocate even the 
slightest semblance of such action in this country, I want to promptly 
and emphatically eradicate the impression and to express regret that my 
statements vrere not so definitely worded as to leave no grounds for such 
opinions. 

So it seems important to 1 ollow "It Can Happen Here" with "It .,lust 
Not Happen Here". 

To that objective, the thoughts and efforts of American business 
leaders should be bent. In these times when business nerves are frayed 
with competitive strife, when bitterness comes easily to the surface, when 
retaliation seems a natural arm of protection, it is so easy to generalize 
from the particular and to blame the many for the misdeeds of a few. 

These leaders, therefore, need frequently to remind those who follow 
their guidance that tolerance must continue to be an integral part of the 
foundation of our freedom of action, thought and religion. 

Sources of provocation should be earnestly sought out and diligent 
efforts made to eradicate them. But in such activities it must be recog­
nized by all that the "sins of business" cannot justly be allocated to 
any particular group on the basis of race or creed. 

Therefore, I feel that mention of a specific firm on a racial or 
religious basis, is to be regretted. Merchandise offenders are by no 
means limited to any one race or creed, and it is equally true that Jews 
join with Gentiles in business practices that are to be connnended. 

Equally important is need for universal recognition of the truth 
that a desire or effort to punish any group, race or religion, because 
of the actual or alleged misdeeds .of some members of it, is a betrayal 
of the trust the founders of this Nation have bestowed upon us. 

If ull types of business ,nen will constantly remer:~ber and observe 
the injunction. "Do unto others•*", it moy be said with confidence that 
it will not happen here. 



Aprill, 1959 

Mr. Richard E. Gutstadt, Director 
Anti-Def ::ma tion L.. ue 
130 H. ells St. 
Cbicugo, Ill. 

Ml ear r. Gut tadta 

The enclo ed letter is elf-explanatory. 
It ) ou take any ction in the matter, plc se 
notify e. 

AHlaB!C 
Eno. - 2 

1th all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially your, 



Ir. George J. oller 
The Koller Brothers Co. 
724 Prospect Ave ue 
Clevelard, Ohio 

My e r Friend 1 

Thank you for bringing to my attention 
the article in the H rdw re Retailer. I am 
oending your lett rand rticle to the 
Anti-Defamation League in Chic o. As soon 
as I h r fr011 them, I will et in touch with 
you. 

11th all good wiehe ~or happy 
Passover, I remain 

Ver~ cordially yours, 

AHSaBIC 



EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
OF B'NAI B'RITH 

130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 1602 
PHONE FRANKLIN 2221 

Rabbi Abba Hillel SilYer 
The Temple 
East 105th st. at .Ansel Rae.d 
ClenlaDd • Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver a 

SIGMUND LIVI NG STON . 
CH A IR MAN 

RICHARD E . GUTSTADT . 
DIRECTOR AND SECRETARY 

CHICAGO 

April 6• 1939 

In the abaenoe ot Kr. Outatadt. who ia tulf'illing engagements 
out ot the oity • I aoknowledge receipt ot your letter of April 1 addresaed to 
hill. 

With your letter you enclosed the letter under date of 
Maroh 28. 1939 reoei Ted by you tram George J. Xoller ot ihe Koller Brother■ Co. 
ot your city. and a page f'ram the lfaroh. 1939 ieaue ot "Hardware Retailer" con­
taining an objectionable editorial with reterenoe to the Jewish people under the 
aignature ot RiYera Peteracm, 1fan&ging Director. 

we are gratetul to you tor 700.r cooperation in forwarding thi• 
itea to u1. H01renr. we had already receiYed notice ot the same from varioua parts 
of the oountry and had brought it to a rather aatista.ctory oonoluaion. lhtaot . 
I •de 80119 reterenoe to th1• i-,rtioular editorial in an address to the B•nai B'rith 
ot Clenland 1n the Auxiliary AuditoriUJR of yOJ r temple on March 15. Upon reoeipt 
ot int'oniation concerning thia editorial we immediately took the matter up with the 
?lational Retail Hardware Aaaooiation, publishers at the "Hardware Retailer". A 
number ot conterenoea ensued. We can now adYiN tlat we hln the aaauranoea ot 
the ezeouti"Na of the latter assooiation that auoh unfair atatements and 1nnuen4oa 
a1 were expressed and implioit iD the article will not be repeated in the tuture. 
Jloreff_!r~J~ hu been dratted a oorreotiw editcri&l entitled "It JI.tat Bot Happen 
Here"~ next ia1ue ot 'ltle "Hardware Retailer". We went OYer the tirat draft 
ot 5 fo"hooJld.ng editorial and -.de oertain oorreotiona therein. A copy of the 
editorial in it1 final tom 11 1n 011r po••••ion, and•• enoloae a copy thereof 
for you. 

We are taking the liberty ot Mnding a . oopy of this letter to 
lire George J. !Coller along with a oopy of the editorial "It Jllat Bot U..ppen Here", 
a, w &N oertain you desire ua to do. 

Cordially youra, 

DKt111' 

~ ~ 1 ~, ._ 
Jiu •• lrolott • 

1 
- V j 

Assistant Seoreta17 



EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
SIGMUND LIVINGSTON . 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE CHA I RMAN 

OF B'NAI B'RITH RICHARD E . GUTSTADT, 
D tR E CTOR AND S E CR ET A RY 130 N. WELLS ST. SUITE 1602 

PHONE FRANKLIN 2221 

CHICAGO 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
'East 105th St. at .b.nsel ROld 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Ba.bbl Silver: 

April 21, 1939 

You were advised in previous correspond­
ence of our consultations with the nanagement of the 
"Hardware Retailer" and officials of the Nat:ional Retail Hardware 
Association, which publishes this magazine. In this 
letter we advised you of a corrective editorial which 
would appear in the April issue of the same periodical. 

We are happy to enclose a photostatic 
copy of the editorial "It Must Not Happen Here", which 
appears on page 85 or the April issue of the "Hardware 
Retailer". 

We feel sure you will agree with us that 
the handling of this matter has been narked with sucoeas. 

SBL1RW 
Eno. 

Sin 

Sydney B. lavine 



Protect National 

Hardware Week 

HARDW ARE RET.AIL[R 

0 NE of our member has advi ed me that certain pecial • 
wh ich have been offered, throu h j bbers, by a manufacturer 

fo r ational Hardware W eek arc al re. <l being placed on ale in 
hi c mmunity- at the ational H ard,. re \X'cek price .. 

It 1, tremendou ly important that <. ery ne be made o realize 
the folly of any such pr ccdurc. 

National, Hardware W eek i.r a movement which holds great potential, good fo r each 
branch of the hardware induslr)'. Thir good u ill be 11/lerly dertroyed if deal,ers do not ku p 
faith with each other, and the ind11rtry, and if they destroy the promotion by trying to stet:tl 
a march on their competitorr and offer the specials which are made at•ailable in advance of 
the time decided upon. 

It has been suggested that j bber and m:inufacturer withhold shipment of their spe­
cials until just before the time fi xed for the ale. I doubt very much whether this can be 
done satisfactorily, though it may be worthy of con ideration. 

To my way of thinking it i-; the respon ibility of retailers rather than of manufacturer 
and whole alers to ee that the I Ian is maintained, and thi may call for local work .on the 
part of dealers. Wherever it i f und that a dealer i makin advance offering of Hard­
ware Week specials, other dealer in the community should vi it the offender and attempt 
to make him realize ju t what ill happen if su h tactics are continued. 

I'm glad that only one report of this natu re has reached me, and hope it will be the last. 
I do consider the matter of ·ufficient importan e howe er, to bring the matter to the atten­
tion of the entire trade and urge the co-operation of all. 

It Must Not .!J F my di cussion f per ecution of Jews in Germany in the last 
i ue of HARD ARE RETAILEll has conveyed to anyone the 

Happen Here imprec; i n that I approve or condone such procedures, or that I 
would adv cate even the lightest semblance of such action in this 

untry, I want to promptly and emphatically eradicate the idea 
and express regret that my statement were not so definitely worded as to leave no grounds 
for such opinions. I al o wi h to make it clear that they were made without consultation 
with, or approval of, any other per on. 

So ii s1nn1 important to follow " It Can Happen H ere" with "It M1ut Not Happen 
Hw1." 

To that objective the thought and ff orh of American bu in l aders should be bent. 
In these times when business nerve arc frayed v ith competitive strife, when bitterness 
ex>mes easily to the surface, when retaliation -,eem • natural arm of protection, it is so easy 
to peralize from the particular and to blam the many for the mi deeds of a few. 

TIHse leaders, therefore, need f req11ently to remind those who follow their g11id4'1te 
IM lolntmc, m1111 continue to be an integral part of th, fo11ndaJion of 011, freedom of"'" 
tiOII, tho11ght and religion. 

Sources of provocation should be earnestly sought out and diligent efforts made to eradi­
cate them. But in such activities it must be recognized by all that the "sins of business" 
cannot justly be allocated to any particular group on the basis of race or creed. 

Equally important is need for universal recognition of the truth that a desire or effort to 
punish any group, race or religion because of the actual or alleged misdeeds of some mem­
bers of it is a betrayal of the trust the found~rs of this nation bavc bestowed upon us. 

Therefore, I feel that mention of ownership of a specific firm on a racial or religious 
basis is to be regretted. Merchandising offenders arc by no means limited to any race or 
creed, and it is equally true that Jews and Gentiles join in support of business practices that 
are to be commended. • 

If"'' types of b11siness men will constantly remembn 111111 obs,n,, 1h, infli,iclion, "Do 
1mto others .. . 11 ii may be said with confidenu that it will 1101 IMppm her,. 

~IM 
Managing Director. 



U. S. Weather Bureau 
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Ford Statement "The story as it appeared in The 
Detroit Free Press was absolutely 
accurate," declared- Mr. Bennett 

• last night. "The statement as 
. lllasAutbonze· d finally prepared by Dr. F~anklin ff- was reproduced exactly m the 

Free Press as my copy o! it read. 

Bennett Denies Trick 
Charge by Coughlin 
In his weekly attack on the 

Jews, Father Charles E. Coughlin 
Sunday afternoon directiy assailed 
the integrity of Rabbi Leo M. 
Franklin, of Temple Beth El. He 
claimed that Dr. Franklin had ob­
tained an interview with Henry 
Ford and then had written a 1tate­
ment himself and purported that 
it was a statement made by Mr. 
Ford. It was the now famous 
Ford statement of protest against 
the Jewish persecutions in Ger­
many. 

The Royal Oak priP-St then 
charged that The Detroit Free 
Press had taken this statement 
and had used it as "an interview" 
with Mr. Ford. Coughlin claimed 
that it was "a gigantic attempt to 
put into the mouth o! America's 
foremost manufacturer words he 
did not say." 

May Not Understand Word 
It is obvious that Father Cough­

lin either does not know what the 
word ".interview" means, or is giv­
ing stlll further evidence of his 
congenital inability to tell the 
truth. 

The Free Press at no time said 
that it was an interview or even 
that it was a direct statement 
from Mr. Ford. It printed the 
statement, aa did every newspaper 
in Detroit, Michigan and the Re­
public, for what it was. 

In the edition of Thursday, Dec. 
1, the Free Press said: "The state­
ment, AUTHORIZED for publica­
tion by the motor manufacturer, 
was released after a conference 
between Ford and Rabbi Leo M. 
Franklin in Ford'• office a.t Dear­
born." 

Statement Wu Authorized 

Mr. Ford authorized Dr. Frank­
lin to make the statement. At no 
time wa1 thc•re any attempt on 
anybody's part, or on that of any 
newspaper, to fool anybody - as 
Father Coughlin pretend!! . The 
statement representing Mr. Ford's 
views was written by Dr. Franklin 
and submitted to Harry Bennett, 
of the Ford company, and was 
sanctioned by h;m, 

"Two men representing Father 
Coughlin came out to my office 
and asked if the statement had 
been made by Mr. Ford personally. 
I explained to them how it was 
made. The statement as it ap­
peared in the Free Press was an 
exact copy of the statem~nt pre­
pared by Dr. Franklin, and Dr. 
Frankhn was authorized to make 
it on behalf of Mr. Ford." 

Friends for Many Years 

Dr. Franklin and Mr. Ford have 
been fril'nds for many years. The 
Doctor 's reputation P.rtct standing 
i n th i s co,nmunity is such that 
when he issued the statement, and 
said that it was authorized by 
the motor manufacturer, no new1-
paper !n this city had any reason 
to question it. Nor have they 
now. 

Though Father Coughlin insisted 
all through his addrel!IS that he 
was only assalling "atheistic 
Jews," Rabbi Franklin for almost 
a half century has been one of 
the great spiritual leaders of De­
troit and is so recognized by all 
c!znomina tions. 

Father Coughlin's exact words in 
charging the Free Prees with being 
"venal" were : "The Free Presa 
printed a purported first person in­
terview with Mr. Henry Ford . . . 
A new low In journalistic responsl­
bility- a mark seldom equaled in 
the history of American journal­
ism." 

Explained Authorization 
Instead, this newspaper-as did 

all the others- merely said that the 
statement was "a.uthorlzed." Mr 
Bennett, as spokesman for Mr. 
Ford, says that it was authorized. 
That's that. 

Dr. Franklin was asked last 
night 1! he cared to make any 
answer to the attack. "I have 
nothing to say," was his answer. 

At no time since the nationwide 
publication of the statement au­
thvrized by Mr. Ford has he or 
any of his associates denied its 
accuracy. That there was no 
attempt to conceal Rabbi Frank­
lin 's part in the statement is 
well evidenced by the fact that the 
two men posed together for new1-
paper photographers. 

METROPOLITAN I 
FINAL EDITION 

Three Cen+• ---------
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~tr . Richr rd E. Gutc-tadt, Director 
Ant-i_-1 r.fa.'nati 1n League 
12 0 . . el.ls rt . 
Chtc f, 1.:11 . 

J ~osr GutatEdt1 

I c "1 do no mm.. and no bett r than 
to end u the enclose 1 tt ,r --:hich _ re . #i.ved 
from :ir . ·, l!l 1lt:;l .r • Rorlr.ian, EY..:"">C t re r~ec etar or 
film ... for Democr::· c • ! "'Tl 11re t .·1t j'OU . ~uld 
,ich o o ev r •t'·iing ~o can for this good 

ca.u~e . 

nith &11 good 

Very co iall o!.lrs, 

S1E!C 



E X ECUTI V E 0 ,-FICES 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
OF B' N A I B'RITH 

130 N . WELLS ST. SUITE 1602 
PHON E F RANKLIN 2221 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
~ast 105th St . at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

~ y dear Rabbi Silver: 

C H ICA G O 

SIGMUND LIVINGSTON, 
CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD E GUTSTADT, 
DIRl:CTOR AND S £CR TARY 

May 4, 1939 

Thank you for yours of . ay land the en­
closures, namely the letter from Samuel J . Rodman with copy 
of another letter from nr. henry ratt Fairchild . ;,ith respect 
to agency therein referred, I was sorewhat favorably impressed . 
w'{e subscribe, however, for the motion ricture trade publications 
in order to be fore -warned of story purchases and roduction 
plans which might be of concern to us . ~ a recent issue of 
the "Motion Picture Herald" there was a lengthy article concern-
in the editorial by • alter ,_. an .,er, eminent motion picture producer, 
regarding the withdrawal of the use of his name by the Films for 
Democracjr group . The reason 1!?- . ·v an:,er ascribed was the refusal 
of the group to take a position in opposition to Communism as well 
as Fascism. 1ranger, who is by no means a reactionary or a con­
servative was pretty definite in his statement, and this cause 
me to hesitate before presenting the rratter to our Council 
have rather definite convictions, Rabbi, upon the umvisdom of 
support·ng those efforts which may be shown to be too Left -wingish, 
since any investigation of their financial support might, if our 
name was included therev1ith, render us somewhat vulnerable . 

Apart from the specific correspondence , 1hich 
you so kindly forwarded, have you any further infonnation about 
the gr oup? If so, I should be t?;lad to get it . In the ·neanti A, 

I am checking a little further, because I would not care to .rith­
hold our modest support if the project was sho"Wll to have real merit . 

REG :HW' 

fith personal regards, I am 

Ve ry 

Richard E• Gutstadt 
Director 



ay 8, 1959 

· r. Samuel J. Rodman, Executive Secretary 
F11ms for Democ acy 
~42 adi on Avenue 
N York, N.Y. 

yd ar r. Rodmana 

I for~arded your letter and your requ .t to th 
nti-DeflilD tion League of Chicago. The org niz tion 
.rites me, among oh r things that "in a recent issue of 
the" otion Picture Herald" t ere was a len thy article 
concerning the editorial by Walter an er, eminen ~otion 
. icture .)roducer, re nrding the ithdr,i al of the u e ot 
his name by the t.,1lme for Democ~acy roup. The re son 
r. an er ascribed as t re u~ 1 of the -,roup to take 

a position in op~orition to Co uniam as ell ae Fa cism. 
anger, who ie by no means a re .. ·ct onary or con&arv tive 
as retty definite in his et te nt, and thi caused ma 

to hesit te before presenting the matter to our Council." 

I would ~preci te hearing from ou about this stter 
as I, rsonally, ·•.ould not care to b 1 entified with an 
or anizotion hich eta itself ·aln!t Fasoiem and .azism 
and hich refueee to take a posit! n in opposition to 
Communism. 

With all good wishes, remain 

Very cordiall· our, 

AHSaBK 



May 13, 19f,9 

Mr. Richard E. Gutstadt 
Anti-Defamation League 
150 No. Wells St. 
Chic, tto, ~11. 

My dear Mr. Gutctadtt 

Rarbi Silvor has recuested me to send 
you the enoloeed lettor which he received from 
Yr. Samuel J. Rodman. 

~•i th bast ... ishes, I :remain 

Very sincerely yours, 

Is.JK Secretary to Rabbi cilver 



OR . Leo M. PRANKLIN 

D~TROIT, MICt\ . 

abbi abb a ~ illel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland , Ohio 

y dear iriend and Colleague : 

va 1 9 , 1 93 9 

I am writ ing to you asking your he l p in a real 
emergency. I gr eatl y dislik e doing so b ecause I 
know how tremendousl busy ou must be at this 
time both with y ur 1 ocal duties and y ur Co-
Chair anship of the United Jew i sh ppeal . 

~o p 11t the matter briefly , I have just returned 
from a meetine; of the Executive 0ommittee of the 
Jew i sh C ornmuni t.,r 0ouncil of :Je troi t where the 
matter of sponsoring a radio prog am was discussed . 
Our .Li r . Si mon dhetzer reported that he had met ou 
and other members of the Ul eve land U o unity 
Coun il at a meetii..g held in our it this week 
and he told us of the opinions there expressed . 

It is r y conviction that the stand tat:en by 
.fOur organization that this is not the ps chological 
morent to begin an attack on 0oug lin i absolutely 
loeical ru1d I wish that we mi5ht have sucueeded in 
convincing our u o. i tt ee to take the me stand. 

It o happens , an I ay this vithout in y 
sense i mp3'1ing the integrit of their 1 otives , that 
on our t.,011 ittee there i a dispr portio ate number 
Jf men who re ruled by emotion rather than b 
reason and whose judcmer1t , therefore , is not ih oll 
sound . ~es ite many r~ument presented to them 
o.i.1 the other ~ i e of the que sti n , tho e iu fav r 
of putting on i edi tel a.n anti - Coughlin pro 0 rarn 
far outvoted tho8e wno oelieved that tne r tter 
might better be po tpone a bit until t e hole thin 
could be more full thought thr ugh . 



. abb i Silver 

DR . Ll!O M. F-RANKLIN 

D~TROIT, l"\ICI\ . 

- 2-

~he ecision was to put on urin the month f 
June, if possible, three or four radio talks , ith 
Station ·.1J _ as tne 1 ocal outlet, provided time on 
th.at station could be secured . t vvas tne unai im0us 
opini n of those present that ou are the one lo - ·cal 
man to uive th e c. e a duresses and l may "a.J that I, 
myself , made a motion that iI' you could not be 
secured for this service , the Loi ittee should 
report back to the larger group before f urther ar­
rangernents vvere made . J.)ecaus e of their haste in 
t11e matter, this substitute motion vas voted O\n. 

;., ow it all c or.1e to this, dear friend . 
You kn ow the situation as well a any livine man 
knowL it . You ere tactful, th o h you are highly 
courageous . You wi 11 say the right an telling o d 
and frankl.f , I know of no other an at this time 
who e influence wJul be as £ar-reachins as yours 
and upon whose good jude;me1...t we may epend. 

I need not emphasize to you that the rong 
word oken at thi crucial 1 Jment in our hist or 
isht prove to be clisastrous to us . ~1 or that reason 

I ar ap1)ealing to you to con:::;ent to give the "everal 
radio addresses that are to be given under the 
sponsorship of ur L uncil duri1 • the 1 onth OI June . 

I m writing this letter on my own initiative, 
but after c nsulti 1 several f tne more influential 
man in the 001 unit who e judgment you would trust 
as fully as I do . 

I believe that vr . Shatzer i to be in Cleveland 
again tomorro and he will unquestlonabl put this 
whole matter betore ou , but I am writing this letter 
w i tn the hope that even at considerable sacrifice 
to yourself , you may see our way clear to accepting 
the invitation that r. 3hetzer will no doubt 
officially extend to you . 



Rabbi Silver 

DR . Leo M. fLRANKLIN 

D~TROIT, MICI\. 

-3-

Ja y 19, 1939 

It is my opinion that should you see your 
way clear to doing so, it would not be necessary 
for you to come to ~etroit, but that you could 
speak over a Cleveland station that is under the 
same direction as JR in Detroit. 

Assuring you that I am not insensible of 
the magnitude of the favor that I am asking you 
and with cordial personal regards, as always, 

Fai~ully yours, 

Cf° /1,/ -~ 

LMF:sg 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

My dear rtabbi ~ilver: 

May 22nd 
1939 

I know how disturbed you must be about the Palestinian 
s tuation . The news of Great 1-3r tain's action was one of the most 
depress n things that has happened in Jewish life in recent times. 
In Seattle, we have followed instructions and have mobilized public 
sentiment and optn on against this new White Paper. 

Dr . Mark A. Matthews is the Paster of the .b'irst Presby­
terian Church of Seattle , Wash ngton. This is the largest Presbyterian 
Church in the United States . Dr . Matthews is also a ctormer Mo1erator 
of the Presbyterian Assembly of the United States and an extremely 
influential Church man . I am very friendly with Dr . Matthews and 
freouently visit with him and discuss the whole anti-Semitics tuat on 
and other matters concerning the Jews. 

I saw Dr . Matthews late Friday afternoon, as he was 
preparing to leave Sunday evenin to atten~ the Presb terian Assembly 
of the United States , wh ch meets in Cleveland ·vednesday, May 25th . 
I d scussed the Palestinian situation with Dr . Matthews and he expressed 
h mself very bitterly towards Great Rritain and the Chamberlain att tude 
in Palestine . He further stated that it s mply could not sncceed . Dr . 
Matthews to a lar e extent is a fundamental st and one of those Christ ans 
who believes that the Jews must be restored to Palestine . 

I suggested to Dr . MattQews that he take th s matter up 
before the Presbyterian Assmebly and secure the passage of a resolution 
there denouncing Great Br itain's present attitude towards Palestine . 
He promised me that he would do-60 . 

If rther suggested to him that I would write to you and 
ask you to contact him and ive him addittional facts and data that mtght 
be of help to him in putttng over such a resolution . He was very 
enthused about my thou ht and said that he knew who you were, knew all 
about you and would consider it an honor if you were to call upon him 
and d scuss this matter with him . 
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Dr . Matthews 11 be at the Hotel Cleveland this com n 
'11/'ednesday , May 25th . 

I might add that in 1936 Dr . Matthews put over a very 
strong resolut on in the Presbyter an Assembly denouncing ant -Semitism 
and all attacks on the Jews .. The New York 'limes and other eastern 
papers commented most favorably upon th s resolut on .. In 1937 and 1938 
he put over resolll~ions before this same assembly demanding the dm ss on 
of refugees without a uota .. He also plans on bR ving; the assembly endorse 
the 'Nagner Bill for the ad.miss on of the 20 , 000 German children am is 
plann ng on o-o n on to Wash n 0 ton to see some rom nent Government 
officials in regards to th s b 11 . 

I am certain that a resolution of the Presbyter an 
Asse~bly on th · s Palest nan matter ou ht to be very helpful n 
mob liz ng ubl cop nion . 

Tn order that you m gh t recal 1 the wr t er - - I might 
call your attent on to the fact that Mr . Esfeld and 11yself had lunch 
w th you and later drove you to the a rport when you were n Sea tt1e 
last year . 

W th k nde t re _ards , T rem i 

S ncerely yours , 

PAH : E 
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Miss Bessie Kline 
Sec'y. to Rabbi Silver 

CHICAGO 

East 105th street at .Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland. Ohio 

Dear Miss Klines 

May 22nd, 
l 9 3 9 

SIGMUND LIVIN G ST ON . 
CH A I RMAN 

RICHARD E . GUTS T A DT, 
DIREC T O R AND SECRET A RY 

!Ir. Gutstadt has asked me to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter of May 18th with enclosed letter from Kr. 
Samuel J. Rodman. 

ebf 

With many thanks, we remain, 

Sine erely yours, 

Secretary to 
Richard E. Gutstadt 



Dr. Leo II. Franklin 
Temple Beth El 

ay 251 1959 

oodward at 01 dstone 
Detroit, ichigan 

M ' de1r Dr. Pran~lin1 

Let m thank yo for Jour <ind letter ot 
Maj' 19. I received lt hile s confined to mJ 
home for e few day~· with an illne a from \;hich, 
forttm ·tely, I h va recovered. 

Since receiving your letter, Ra i dler and 
r. Elman of our city called on me. I told them 

that my he 1th would not permit m tot kP on any 
additional res oneibillti s t thi time; that, in 
fact, I h ·. ve h en ca.ncellin :uite a number of 
eneagements or the remain er o he a·on. I am 
a very tired man. The ork involved in my offices 
as chairman of the United P lestine Appwll uncl co-chairman 
of the United Je eh Appel, oluo the ch 1MTtEnrh1p of the 
Clevel n~ Je ieh elfure Fund, ha t. .ken re t ?el out 
or me in the last eight months and I must ive m elf 
a rest. I urged upon thes men who called on me, even 
aa I urged upon r. Sh tzer, to poF.tpone the ro dca t 
until FallJ nd th t the S'Wlllll r monthe e nt in 
c retully planning for the right k nd of a pl either 
locally, reglonally, or n tionall. 

With all good wishes and hopin to eee you 
at the Rabbinlcul Conf r nee, I remain 

ost cordially 'Ors, 

AH 1Blt 



DR . Leo M. FRANKLIN 

D~TROIT, MIC#\. 

rlabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The '.remple 
East 105th Street and .Ansel 1.oad 
Glevela.nd , Uhio 

Lly dear ~riend and Uolleague: 

May 29, 1939 

I am indeed sorry to learn through your kind 
letter of .1vla.y 25 that you have not been well, but 
it is easily understandable that with the tre ­
mendous burden you have taken upon yourself , you 
should be pretty wel l worn out . 

I realized when i wrote to you that I was 
askine more than I had a right to do , but I did 
it in the hope that by your coming here, we might 
avert a fairlJ serious tactical blunder . I am 
hoping tba t the c ornr i ttee in charge of the radio 
program will take your excellent advice and 
postpone the matter until fall . 

vith kindest personal regards and sincerely 
hoping that you ill s001 be well on the wa to 
your accustomed health ad strength , as al,aJs , 

~ai th1'ully yours , 

~-~~ 
l, 

1
: S g 
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