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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The T em"'J 1_ e 
C_ evelan<l (, , 0 .. io 

}fy dear Dr. Silver: 

HARVEY J. DWORKEN, M. D. 
2460 FAIRMOUNT BOULEVARD 

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS 6, OHIO 

As you .~nm-r , the Veterans Adriinistration has planned for nany , e.::i.rs to b ild a lar ,e 
eneral hosnitnl in Wade Par in the area adjac~nt to East Boulevard and Ford Drive. 

Recently, some opnonents to this -1an have advocated using the 23- ere D. ot for 
other purooses, ~.ncluding the construction of .::i. low-cost housinR -02"0.-iect . They 
have s r;""ested t1at the Veterans IIcsDital co :tld be b ilt in Warrensville Heif;hts 
ad,jacent to Hi, ~hland View Hos ital . 

The me .ical and aoI11:i.nistrative staf.::s at the nresent VA Hos ital in P:1. Heip:hts 
are opposed to this alten1=1.te sugr-estion. They f el that a nove to t .. e Warrensville 
site co :oletely cofeats the ""'ur ·ose of the reloc~tion, uhich is to -provi c closer 
integration with the nedical center of Cleveland. They also fe~l that a Veterans . 
Hospital in Wade Par .: would f .rthcr t l1e nlans for r,utl~ing t. e r;Jade 2 r c area the cul­
tural cente r of Cleveland. 

As the s ·--iri tual le2.der of one of the most nrominent member orginazations of the 
Universi.ty Circle area, your o···d. ion re:;.::i.rding the construction of a Veterans 
Hospital in ,·lade rk is no t in:_1ortant. Your answer to the follo:,rinr, aucstions 
would _c r,rcatly annr,~ci:-lte( ; 

1.) Do you have any ob~cctio s to the pro-
posed construction of a Veterans Administra­
tion Hosryi tal in rl ade Par ... ? If so, would 
you exnlain them? 

2.) Do you feel that a Vet.erans Adrninistr tion 
Hos')ital in T.-Tade Par< 1- ·11 interfere rith 
the nrcsent ~lans for University Circle 
develonment? 

We would a Preciate it if -,:ou 1-Jo1l address your ansuers to: The Sit,e Board, Veter­
ans Administration Hoon ·.t 1, Clev land O, Ohio. Plea e acce t rrry tharucs for your 
cooperation in this n tter. 

ll.D. 

HJD/dl 



RABBI SOLOMON B . FREEHOF, D . D . 

R O D E F SHALOM TEMP L.E 

F IFTH AND MOREWOOD A VENUES 

PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA 

October 10, 1958 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
1855 Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

I have the honor of inviting you to be a 
contributor to the volume planned by the CCAR as a 
tribute to Israel Bettan. 

The plan of the book has been worked out 
by a committee of the Conference in such a way that 
it will serve a dual purpose. Its first purpose is, 
of course, to honor Israel Bettan, but its second 
purpose is to provide a volume which will be used 
by rabbinical students and young graduates as a guide 
in the development of their own preaching. You will 
notice from the enclosed outline that the first part 
of the book is exclusively in tribute to Israel Bettan 
and the second part of the book is the guide to preach­
ing. 

The Conference would be grateful to you if 
you would accept the task of writing the chapter on 
"The Pulpit Lecture." You have been the outstanding 
practitioner of this type of preaching from your Sunday 
morning pulpit, and you can do a great service if you 
will write thirty or more pages on the aims and the 
methods and the themes of the Sunday morning sermon. 

With best wishes for a happy New Year, 

As ever, 

SBF:t Solomon B. Freehof 

P. S. While there is no reason for hurrying 
you at the task if you are kind enough to accept it , 
still none of us would like to have this memorial tribute 
too long delayed. 

S . B.F . 



. ., . -

BE'ITAN C ORATIVE VOLUME 

I t with Mihaly and Fei tin and agr do the follo ing 

t n tive 11 for the oo: 

I. 

1. Pref c (one pa.ge) by th Editor 

2. Bi 1c 1 Es ay 

3. 

t n as a rs lity ( 1 1 Stoy) -- Cohon 

b. ttan a.a an Influence Freehof 

c. t n a 

Bi 11ogrsphy 

c r -- Goldstein of Boston 

Wiener 

4. Six Se ons by ttan 

II. 

1. The .,_ xtual Sermon Pilchik 

2. Th it Lecture Silver 

• High Holiday Se -- Ne.rot 

4. Lit ry ct F ehof 

5. 1 Addresses -- Kahn 

(The to be interspersed if 1 le vi.th gems fr tt n) 
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ri,,mx~n 11,~ix:i 
DELEGATION OF ISRAEL 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

7.K1tv" 11:l_,,~ 
ISRAEL ~ T 7. 

C · n... ~ cJ,l.c 
f/o 

11 EAST 70 TH STREET 

NEW YORK 21 , NEW YORK 

TRAFALGAR 9 - 760 0 



tf\ 
Dr. I. Rill~ 

legation ot Israel 
To the Uh:1ted Nations 
11 East 70th Street 
New York 21, Na York 

MOftllber S, 19S8 

Thank :you eo muoh tor y~ kind note. I am 

baPP7 that 7ou are in thl S te and I do hope 

that I will haw the pleasure ot • ing y-ou, 

Thank 7ou for the greeting• which JOU brourilt 

to me frail Israel and e■peoially ot llr. lrinisi 

and members of the Counoil ot RAmat--Oran. When 

I t to Hn York I 1hall mo1t oertain'.q get 1 

touch with you. 

1th warmest re fflrde I remain 

et cordially 7our1, 

ABBA lllLLEL SILV R 

HS1btm 



. \ .. 

~. Solanon B. Freehot 
Rodet ShalClll Temple 
Firth and l'ftood Aftnuee 
Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

It, dear Sols 

November 7, 19S8 

Pleas pardon the long delay in answ ring your letter ot October 10th 1n oonneotion with the TOluma which 18 plarmed by the Central Conference ao a tribute to Bettan. 

I ehould very much like to ea7 "Ye•• - tiret, out or rq regard tor Bettan and aeoon1~, out or a feeling that suoh a VOlUIIII on preaching ould be a ft?y helpful book, .... 
peoialq tor 7oung Rabbia. hesitancy has to do with 
laok ot tille. '1rgin1a and I •r.90 9lanning to go abroad tor a couple ot mont.ha around the beg:lming ot the year. 
When I get back there will be enongh work acoumulated to 
keep m "'197 until the SU111ner. I mq be able to do a paper on the subject which 7ou suggest - •The Pulpit Lature• -•ome time in the ., •• _., oertainq not beton. It thia 
wi 11 n t be too late, pleaee let • kno9 • 

1th • meat regard■ to you m Lillian, I remain 

A■ eTer your■, 

Bl lllLLEL SILVER 



RABBI SO!.....OMON B. FREEHOF, D . D . 
RODEF SHALOM TEMPLE 

FIFTH AND M OREWOOD A V ENUES 

PITTSBURGH 131 PENNSYLVANIA 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

November 11, 1958 

I am very anxious to have you in this 
book in honor of Israel Bettan. Besides, I am 
anxious for the sake of the coming generation of 
our colleagues to have available for them the 
guidance that you can give them on this subject. 
I know that much of your special talent and skill 
is not transmissible, but I also know that when 
you get to thinking about it you will be able to 
record a great deal that will be of help. 

If you think that you cannot do it before 
the summer, of course I will gladly wait; it will 
be worth it. Besides, how do I know how prompt the 
other contributors will be? So thank you very much. 

SBF:t 

With best wishes, 

As ever, 
L I 

- ')I I 

Solomon B. Freehof 
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WILLIAM C. BACCS 

EDITOR 

THE MIAMI NEWS 

Rabbi Abba H'l el Silver 
The Temple 
E . 105th St . and Ansel R~ . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

December 13 , 19 8 

On January 4 , The Miami News is going to publish a commentary 
on the new year of 1959 . We think this commentary w ulct be 
incomplete without your remarks . 

The theme oI the project is simply this : Vhat is in store 
for the American people and for the people of the worl in 
this new year? 

This , of course , enters into the waters of speculation . It 
is our opinion, however, that the measured speculation of sev­
eral thoughtful Americans will tend to stoke the perspective 
on t e part of our readers as they begin this new year . 

\e are particularly interested in anything you would care to 
say about the prospects of peace for the world in 1959 . Also , 
any remarks on the adventures of man into space, the troubling 
social problem of integration, the economy of our country and 
the foreign policy of our country will be welcome . 

I realize tat these are intricate subjects which could be 
the themes for volumes of books , rather than relatively brief 
comments for the daily press . Of course, you may wish to 
confine yourself to commenting on one or two of these several 
subjects . The subjects are suggested here merely as an indi­
cation of what we are trying to cover in this special project 
on January 4th . 

It is with some hesitancy that we have asked you to add this 
task to what we know is the quite busy schedule you now have . 
Bu t , we think it is important as we be in this new year that 
the people of the coun t ry have some perspective of what is 
ahead for them , and that we in the daily press try to encourage 
our readers to approach the new year as more thoughtful citizens . 



-
.. •· . ,. 

Information you supply us will, of course, be made available 

to our other papers such as 1he Atlanta Constitution and 

The Dayton Daily News. And, fort at matter, to the Associated 

Press in order tat your remarks be given the widest possible 
circulation . 

For your information, at t e bottom of this letter you will 

find some of the other Americans who have beeninvited to 
contribute to this project . 

CC: James . Killian 
elson A. Rockefeller 

Henry •ord II 
Adlai Stevenson 
Mrs . Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Herbert Hoover 
Harry Truman 
Sen. Lyndon Johnson 
Walter Reuther 
Eddie Rickenbacker 
Bernard Baruch 
George Meany 
Billy Graham 
Bishop Fulton J. heen 
John Foster Dulles 
Sen . Hubert iumphrey 
Sen . Richard B . Russell 
Gov . Luis 1unoz 1arin 
James Conant 
George Humphrey 
Clarence Randall 

Sincerely, 

"·'·r-



-'r. 111:lam c. Baggs, Editor 
"'he iand Neva 
1001 . . '. 7th Street 
. . o. Box 52-615 
Minr.tl ;2, Florida 

rear Mr. ag s: 

~eeo~ber 15, 1958 

nr. Sil"18r is out of the countey. and your letter 
will be placed before him upon his return 1n mid-February. 

Cordially, 

D • IT· L JF.REMY SILVFP.. 

nJSalg 



THE EVENING STANDARD-TIMES 

MEMBER AUDIT BUREAU 
OF CIRCULATION <A. B. C. I 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

THE SUNDAY STANDARD-TIMES 

NEW BEDFORD, MASS. 
January 9, 1959 

An America which a well-known physicist said has "lost 
sight of the beauty of an idea" is bursting with population growth 
that will bring new benefits, new problems. 

March L~ will mark the 170th anniversary of the a.doption 
of the U.S. Constitution which officially allowed Americans the 
privilege of their ideas. 

Against this background, it seems essential to let the 
publi.c know what those in the "frontlines" of its society are 
thinking. That is why this letter is addressed to you and to the 
other 63 distinguished persons on the accompanying list. 

From the standpoint of the particular category in which 
your name is listed, would you be willing to evaluate the position 
of the United States today, possibly considering how past events 
and present position affect our ability to face what is coming? 

The aim of this series is to present, on a nationwide 
basis, an appraisal of where we stand at this hour in history: 
Problems, courses to steer, hopes, assets and liabilities. 

Since it is desired to make this series of articles as 
generally usable as possible by newspapers throughout the United 
States, we would appreciate it if your statement did not exceed 
750 words. No editing changes will be made without approval from 
you prior to publication. 

May we have your statement by February 9, 1959, permitting 
the initial release of this series early in March? 

lease address your reply to Everett S. Allen, Assistant 
to the Editor, The Standard-Times, New Bedford, Mass. 

Sincerely your 

~~()--
Charles J. Lewin 
Editor and General Manager 
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Religion 
Reinhold Niebuhr 
Fulton J . Sheen 

Government 
Senator Richard B. Russell 
Senator Paul H. Douglas 
Senator Barry M. Goldwater 

Science 
Dr. Norbert Wiener 
Dr. Edward Teller 
David Sarnoff 

Military 
General Albert C. Wedemeyer 
General Douglas MacArthur 
Admiral Hyman G. Rickover 

Education 
A. Whitney Griswold 
Frank Leo Howley 
George Cleveland Kyte 

Sociology 
Harry Elmer Barnes 
C. Wright Mills 

Economics 
Bernard M. Baruch 
Beardsley Ruml 
Ivy Baker Priest 

History 
Samuel Flagg Bemis 
Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr. 

Culture 
Ashley Montagu 
Rockwell Kent 
Archibald MacLeish 
Mary Howe 
Tennessee Williams 

Philosophy 
Prof. Paul Tillich 
Harold Atkins Larrabee 

Law 
Learned Hand 
Thurgood Marshall 

Management 
James David Zellerbach 
Henry Ford 2d 

Labor 
Walter P. Reuther 

Summing-Up 

Norman Vincent Peale 
Abba Hillel Silver 

Senator Harry Byrd 
Senator Margaret Chase Smith 

Prof. Linus C. Pauling 
Dr. Paul Dudley White 

General George C. Marshall 
General Telford Taylor 

Nathan M. Pusey 
James B. Conant 
Robert M. Hutchins 

Dora S. Lewis 
Paul Felix Lazarfeld 

W il liam McChesney Martin Jr. 
Seymour E. Harris 

Hen ry Seidel Canby 
W ill iam Henry Chamberlain 

Leonard Bernstein 
Norman Rockwell 
Robert Frost 
Marc Connelly 

Max Lerner 

Joseph L. Rauh Jr. 
Joseph N. Welch 

Ralph J . Cordiner 

John L. Lewis 

( U. S. with relation to world) 
Herbert Hoover 
Clare Booth Luce 
Adlai E. Stevenson 

Harry Truman 
Eleanor Roosevelt 



.. 

Ml-. Charle• J. Levin 
The Standard-Tifflea 
Nev Bedford, assaohusett• 

near Mr. Levins 

JanU81"7 9, 19S9 

Dr. 511 var is out or the country. He will not return until 
February 20th. I will call your message to his attention at 
that tiM. 

Cordially yours, 

( rs.) u,e Goldstein 
Secretary to Rabbi Silver 



.... .. 

RABBI SOLOMON B . FREEHOF, D. D . 

RODEF SHALOM TEMPLE 

FIFTH ANO MOREWOOO AVENUE!> 

PITTSBURGH 131 PENNSYLVANIA 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Terqple 
1855 Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

May 4, 1959 

I was in Cleveland a few weeks ago to speak 
at the dedication of the Assembly Hall for Barney Brickner. 
I was happy to see funiel. He is clearly a colleague and 
an adult. There is a fine, confident demeanor in him. 
You must be very proud. 

I am writing to tell you that any time during 
the sunnner, when you can write your article for the 
Bettan volume on the pulpit lecture, I shall be glad 
to have it. I am going to write my article on the 
literary lecture this month because I am going away 
to Europe at the end of June and so I had better get 
it done now. But you take your time because I have 
yet to get three or four othe.r• articles. Your guidance 
to our young colleagues in the field in which you have 
been outstanding will be a vital part of the book. 

Lillian joins me in best wishes to Virginia 
and yourself. 

As ever, 

511 
SBF:t Solomon B. Freehof 



0 ESTAaLlSHED IN Ill• 

Drnl THE NATIONAL JEWISH MONTHLY PUBLISHED BY B'NAI B'RITH 

B "NAI B "RITH BUILDING 

t 6 4 0 RHO OE ISL AND AVE . , N. W. WASHINGTON 6, 0 . C. EXECUTIVE 3-5284 

EDWARD E GRUSD July 7, 1959 
MANAGING EDITOII 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel & E. 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

We are starting to prepare, for fall publication, a special feature 
consisting of brief expressions from some of our outstandingly 
prominent members, telling wby they joined B'nai B'rith, why they 
remain part of it, or what its work means to them. 

We cordially invite you to participate in this symposium by send­
ing us your own thoughts on these subjects, in perhaps two para­
graphs. It is unnecessary to tell you how much such a message 
from you would mean to the 500,000 readers of our publication. 

May we have the privilege of hearing from you at your earliest 
convenience, but no later than August l? Thanks in advance. 

EEG:G 



Dear Rabbi Silver: 

u U,~ 
THE M.9AZJNE FOR MEN 

488 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

PL"z" 9·3232 

August 6, 1959 

Looking ahead to the 1960 presidential election, this magazine feels that it would 
be an interesting and useful undertaking to present the opinions of outstanding 
men of ideas regarding the candidates proposed and the issues involved. For the 
political parties and the electorate, there is the decision of which candidate, 
among the several already prominent, is to be given presidential authority and 
responsibility. Yet, during the campaign there may be such concentration on the 
personalities of the candidates that issues to be debated and decided becoII?,e 
neglected. We believe that the publication of the opinions of leaders in fields 
other than politics will be a contribution to intelligent public discussion. 

Accordingly, we should be grateful if you will consider, and answer, these two 
questions: 

1. Among those mentioned as possible presidential candidates, whom do you 
prefer for president in 1960? 

2. What, to your mind, should be the most important issues in the election? 

Attached is a list of those who, like your self, are being asked to participate. 
There has been a fair attempt to select per sons whose individual opinions are 
valued within their fields, and whose collective opinions will present a wide 
spectrum of response. 

Most emphatically, each person's response will be treated with respect. Your 
answer to Question 1 will be specifically listed beside your name. Answers to 
Question 2 will be collated, with a discussion of the issues cited by the a4thor of 
the article, Walter Friedenberg, a scholar-journalist and Fellow of the Institute 
of Current World Affairs. His approach will be that of a reporter rather than a 
political commentator or "pollster." Esquire holds no political position and will 
advance none. 

There is the question of time: Although most of the possible candidates have not 
yet formally announced their intentions, and new issues may certainly arise be­
fore the end of the campaign, we are interested in the position you hold right 
now. It will be made clear in the article that your answers were given in August 
or early September. Indeed, we request that you reply before September 1st. 

We are aware that there may be reasons why you do not wish to take part in this 
survey. We believe, however, in its validity and usefulness, and we hope that 
you will be willing to participate. 

Sincerely, 

½~f It I 

Harold Hayes 
Articles Editor 



!JR,., HAROLD HAYES 
ESQUJRE 
488 llifADIOON· AVE. 
NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 



QUESTION I 
Among those mentioned as possible presidential candidates 
whom do you prefer for president in 1960? 

QUESTION II 
What, to your mind, should be the most imp~rtant issues in 
the election? 
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Dear Rabbi Silver, 

~ U,~ 
THE ~AZINE FOR MEN 

488 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

PLAZA 9·3232 

August 25 , 1959. 

I wonder if you ' ve had a chance to consider our reouest of 
August 6 for your choice of presidential candidates for 1960 
and for your opinion of the most impor ant issues . 

! do hate to bo her you about this again, but our deadline is 
drawing near . We ' ve received, incidentally, 75 answers to date 
and feel that some word from you, however brief , ou d add much 
to the article as a whole . If you are away at this time, I hope 
my letter has been forwarded to you . We would be most grateful 
if you could find time to let us hear rom you a yo earliest 
convenience . 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Respectfully, 

~~ 
Harold Hayes 
Articles Edi tor 



QUESTION I 
Among those mentioned as possible presidential candidates 
whom do you prefer for president in 1960? 

QUESTION II 
What, to your mind, should be the most important issues in 
the election? 



Dr. P. Bernateln 
Habok r DallJ 
Habok•r Building 
H rakwet St. l2 
Tel-Aviv, tara•l 

My dear Dr. lernstelnt 

August 26, 1959 

I recelvad your letter and I am grateful to 
you for :our gracious t ,vt tatlon to c nttlbute 
an article for the New Year•• edition of "Haboker''. 
It would have alv•n IN Rreat lea ure, Indeed, If 
I could alt down and write an article. I am, 
how .. er, tn the midst of vrttin« a hook whlch I 
am obliged to complete before long and I am putting 
tnto tt all th• spar• time which I can ftnd. Ther• 
h. v• also been many demand• upon me coamanally and 
nationally. I am sure that you wt 1 underatand, 
not my urwllltnaneaa but my Inability to write an 
article at thte time. Some day In th• future when 
thing■ vtll ••• up, I ahall be ht hly honored to 
write an article for Haboker. 

Pl•••• accept all my good wlahea for the Nw Year 
and extend them to all of our frlenda. Wtth warmest 
rea•rd•, I r ... tn 

Moat cordially yours, 

ABBA HITUL SILVER 

AJ1S1bf■ 



THE NATIONAL JEWISH DAILY 
183 EAST BROADWAY 

ARTHUR L. JACOBS 
GENEltAL MANAGER 

Ba. Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Sir; 

NEW YORK 2, N. Y. 

September 17, 1959 

I am enclosing a translation of an editorial which 
appeare!d in our paper Sunday, August 30th. The editorial 
deals with articles written by Ambassador Abba Eban and 
Dr. Judd Teller. Ambassador Eban implies that Israel 
and English speaking Jewry should be the spokesmen for 
World Jewry. Dr. Teller disagrees. 

Since the issue is vital, I would appreciate, for 
publication, your views on the subject. We would like 
to keep the material below 2500 words. Your article 
will appear in both English and Yiddish, regardless of 
the language you write in. 

The subject 1s so vital that we have invited a 
number of leaders of American Jewry to participate in 
the discussion. Your views would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

The Day-Jewish Journal 

Cl-t ~ o(. Jc,,-a.,r H 
ALJ:mk Arthur L. Jacobs 



• 

Jemsh Journal 

- . 

183 EAST BROADWAY , NEW YORK 2 

TELEPHONE OREGON 4 - 3300 

TRANSLATION OF EDITORIAL OF THE DAY-JEWISH JOURNAL 

SUNDAY,AUGU3T 30, 1959 

WORLD JEWRY OR ISRAEL JEWRY 

During the past few days The Day-Jewish Journal published two 

articles which deserve more than passing attention since they 

touch on matters of fundamental concern to Israel and affect Jewish 

policy in other countries. 

One article, written by Abba Eban, the former Israeli ambass­

ador in the United States, appeared in The Day-Jewish Journal on 

Monday, August 17, under th~ head "TH.:J SIG3IFICA1'TCE OF JEWISH WORLD 

CONFERENCES SUBSEQUENT TO TEE RECREATION OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL." 

Abba Eban deals in his article with the conference of the 

World Jewish Congress r0cently held in Stockholm, and he writes: 

"Gradually, gradually the glory of Jewish international 

gatherings is fading. In Stockholm, where the Conference of the 

World Jewish Congress was held, there was no scarcity of fervent 

moments. But the people of Israel arid in other countries did not 

feel that the gathering at Stockholm will affect their mode of 

life and determine their future. 

"This does not mean that the force of world Jewry has dis­

intergrated. But the effectiveness of the people in the Diaspora 

is mainly centered in the isolated activities of each Jewish 

COIIL~unity separately and not in its international organizations. 
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For instance: .American Jewry is a powerful. active force 

in the United Ste.tee ... However, as soon ae American Jews 

left their own nourishing sources and betook themselves to 

Stockholm something detracted from their greatness, just as 

a large tree when 1 t is torn from the earth in which it is 

rooted is out off from 1 te source. 

"The majority of the Jewish people in free countries 

now • find themselves in two separate cultural and linguistic 

worlds. About two million Jews now live in 'Medine.th Israel' 

utilizing the Hebrew language and culture a.nd close to seven 

million Jews are citizens of democratic countries where 

English is used. There has never been a period in the 

history of the Jewish people when seven million Jews spoke 

one language . 

"The apiri tual face of the Jewish people will be shaped 

in the future in line with the conceptions, philosophies and 

values which will grow out of the Hebrew culture in Israel 

and out of the spiritual atmosphere of the English speaking 

Jewish world. This is why the relations between Israel and 

the English speaking world will determine the direction and 

destiny of our people. 

"And since the center of aotivi ties of the Jewish 

people are now being conducted within the borders of a 

sovereign Israel State and not within the limits of an in­

ternational (Jewish) organization it is difficult for Jewish 

personal! ties in the Diaspora to assume the role of general 

Jewish leadership." 
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This is what Abba Eban wrote. 

We desire to correct only one error in Mr. Eban' s article 

where he declares that there has never been a period in the 

history of the Jewish people "when 7 million Jews spoke one 

language." 

Prior to World War 1 there were 9 million Jews whose 

language was Yiddish and in the course of less then a century 

they created a rich literature and press in Yiddish. 

We quoted from Mr. Eban' s article at length in order to 

make clear the thought expressed in his article, the thought that 

world leadership of the Jewish people must go over to Israel and 

that the destiny of the people will depend on the spiritual 

values which will be developed in Israel and in the English 

speaking countries. 

To this Dr. J .L. Teller replied in the Day-Jewish Journal 

on August 26th .. 

Al though Dr. Teller wrote his article in a :private ca:paci ty 1 t 

is well to remember that Dr. Teller is the :political secretary 

of the World Zionist Organization and a close co-worker of Dr. 

Nahum Goldmann for many years. 

In his article "WORLD JEWRY AND ISRAEL" Dr. Teller wri tea: 

"The former ambassador of Israel says that since the central 

activities of the Jewish :people are now being conducted within 

the realm of the sovereign State of Israel and not within the 

limits of an international (Jewish) organization it is difficult 

for Jewish personalities in the Diaspora to assume the role of 

general Jewish leadership. 

"But not all Jews are now under the protection of the 
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sovereign Jewish State: About 3 million Jews in the Soviet 

countries are completely torn from the Jewish people; Jews in a 

number of Moslem Arab countries in North Africa are today in the 

same insecure position that the Jews of Eastern Europe found 

themselves in after World War 1. The State of Israel cannot 

intercede in their behalf. Their condition would become more 

difficult if such an initiative were undertaken. Likewise, the 

Jews of America, as a separate community, are not best qualified 

for such a step. The false accusations made against the Jewish 

intellectuals in Soviet Russia under Stalin regime were based 

upon the charge that they had connections with American Jewish 

organizations. When Morocco is at odds with the United States 

over rnili tary bases American Jewry itself is not the best spokes­

man to plead for the Jews of Morocco and certainly there is 

nothing for them to intervene in Arab countries in behalf of 

Jews there. 

"There is in addition a Latin American Jewry and there is 

the possibility that there will be once more a Russian Jewry. 

"I am surprised that Abba Eban, who for many years sat in 

the United Nations where the smallest country has the same rep­

resentation as the large ones, should suggest that Jewish policy 

should be determined by two Jewish major :powers-the State of 

Israel and the English-speaking Anglo-Saxon Jews. 

There is need for an international :platform which can speak 

beyo?1d the nationally rooted 2 large commu.ni ties-The State of 

Israel and American Jewry. 

Jewish :parliament. 

There is need for an international 
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es 

"Whether the World Jewish Congress constitutes such e. 

parliament is a matter that can be debated among those who 

support it and those who oppose it. But such a parliament ls 

necessary." 

This is what Dr. J .L. Teller wrote. 

Abba Eban expresses the viewpoint of an Israeli who is loyal 

to the Jewish :people but sees the future in the development 

of Jewry in the 2 Jewish centers Israel and America, al though 

he includes the Jews of other English-speaking countries in the 

center outside of Israel. 

Dr. Teller speaks as a Jew who loves Israel but he recognizes 

the needs and the :potential :possibilities of other Jewish commun­

ities• the :problems of which the Jewish State cannot solve. 

Which one of them is right? 

We would like to hear what Jewish leaders of the United 

States and in other countries think of the matter. 



!lh'. Arthur L. Jacobs 
The Day-Jewish Journal 
183 East Broact'Aay 
Naw York 2. New York 

,-1)' dear • :r. Jacob• : 

October 14, 1959 

Plea9e p rdon the delay tn an wert"" ynur kind 
letter of Septemher 17th. I ehould have been 
moat happy to c0:11pl y wt th your request but I 
have been ill for the last few weeks and I am 
just recuperating. You wi l l~ therefore, under­
stand that I have not been able to write any 
article such as you request and because I have 
reduced my schedule, lam not ln a position to 
undertake auch an article now. Perhaps in some 
future time I may be of service to you. 

With warmest personal regards, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILV~ 

AHS:bfm 



..... .. ... 

RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, D . D . 
RODEF SHALOM TEMPL.E 

FIFTH ANO MOREWOOO AVENUES 

PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
1855 Ansel Road 
Clev,eland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

October 14, 1959 

The Bettan book is moving towards completion 
and I hope you will soon be able to send me the chapter 
on "The Pulpit Lecture." I am sure that there would be 
a consensus of feeling that the book would be incomplete 
without your article, since you are the foremost practi­
tioner. 

I know what a nuisance it is to be .urged, but 
I am urging you and I ask you to forgive me. Besides, 
this is my opportunity to wish Virginia and you and the 
boys and your grandchildren a happy and a healthy New 
Year. 

SBF:t 

As ever, -, 
{_,;// 

Solomon B. Freehof 



- , , ... ... 

Octob r 21, 1959 

My dear Sola 

I recet•ed your note of Auguat 14th. I vl•h 
1 were in a poattt ·n to provtde you with the 
article which you requeated for the lettan 
Memorial look. Unfortunately, I hav been tll 
the laAt four or five week• - part of the time 
tn the ho•pltal and part of the time t home. 
1 am happy that I vaa able to get through the 
holiday ervtcea and I am steadily reaatntna 
111J •tnngth but all of my customary acttvltiea 
have auffered. Aa a ruult.1 1 am frald that I 
will be unable to aend you the article which 1 
hoped to be able to write. I am sure that you 
wt 11 understand. 

Wt th warmest regard• and all ·iood wt he• to you 
and Lillian for the Maw Year tn which Vtr1lnla 
jotna me, I remain 

AHSrbf■ 

Rabbi Solomon ft. Preehof 
odef Shalom Temple 

Ftfth and Horwood Ave1a1ea 
Ptttaburp ll, Pennaylvanta 

A• ever youra, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVFJl 
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TH[A111erican 
Weekly 

S75 LEXINGTO A V E U E , N E W Y O R K :2 :2 , N . Y. 

JOHN J. O 'CONNELL 

Editor 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

MURR A HILL 8-:2800 

October 30, 1959 

If a magazine such as The American Weekly is to discharge its responsibilities 
to its millions of readers, it must keep them informed about the vital issues 
of our time. 

That is why, I am writing to you. 

Periodically we plan to submit important questions to distinguished people who, 
like yourself, are molders of public opinion or e:xperts in a particular field 
of endeavour. Your answers to our questions will be published in The American 
veekly. I am confident they will contribute greatly to the public's understand­
ing of significant topics. 

I know your schedule is an extremely busy one, but I am hopeful you will feel 
that the opportunity to address nearly twenty million Americans justifies the 
time required to answer the question I am including here. 

Question: Do you believe the increase in church membership in recent years 
denotes that we are becoming a more religious nation, or does it merely in­
dicate that we are frightened and confused? 

Your reply to this question need not be more than one or two hundred words in 
length. If we are obliged to edit or cut it appreciably, we will contact you 
prior to publication so that there will be no danger of your being quoted out 
of context . 

In addition to yourself, I am asking the following people to respond to the 
question: 

His Eminence Francis Cardinal Spellman 
The Reverend Norman Vincent Peale 
Dr. Francis Ashley Montagu 
Dr. Milton s. Eisenhower 

Dr. Smiley Blanton 
Mr. Lewis Mumford 
Mr. Aldous L. Huxley 
Dr. George H. Gallup 

Hoping to hear fran you in the near future and with many thanks for your coop­
eration, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

-



' r doar • . •Eoru ell: 

?c.:n it n ... to thunk you for your lett r of tober Jeth. I "'•n 
pleased to canply with your request. am enclosing herewith 
an ~ns~r to the question which ou • repose. trust that you 
v.lll find it astiatactory. You may edit it any way you m~ 
desire, ju ... t so the central thought is not lot. 

·!i th all '"'Ood dshe..i, I remain 

t~r. John J. 'Connell 
l ditor, ~~erican Weekly 
57~ Lexington Avenue 
New York 22, .• Y. 

f :.nc ly yours, 

fi.BT3, HILLF.L ~rLVER 



Wlyt ~~ - IDefttisly IDounmI 
THE NATIONAL JEWISH DAILY 

183 EAST BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 2. N. Y. 

ARTHUR L. JACOBS 
Gl:Nl:IIAL MANAG l:11 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Euclid Avenue Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

January 22, 1960 

It is 45 years since MORRIS WEINBERG, our 
publisher, with the help of other communal leaders, 
founded THE DY. 

We plan to have a 45th Anniversary Issue, 
for the first week in February, which will be a 
tribute to Mr . Weinberg . We feel that your leader­
ship in the history of the American Jewish scene 
has coincided with that of THE DAY -- therefore 
you would want to say something for the Anniversary 
Issue . 

We would appreciate a short message of 
greeting to Mr. Weinberg and THE DAY on this occasion . 
We would appreciate your greeting by January 29th. 

Sincerely , 

/Av ~-



?-'.r. lrthur L. J cobs 
'l'he Day - Jewish Journal 
183 sat Broadvq 
-ew York 2, N. Y. 

near Mr. Jacobzu 

January 26, 1960 

I am enclosing herewith a bri testimonial to 
~. orris Weinberg such as you request. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Cordially yours, 

1BP.I. RJW:L S!LVER 

• ABSt"lg 



I regard it as a privilege to join with the host of friends 
or Mt .. . ltorris 'ileinberg in congratulating him on the occasion 
or the fcrty-fifth anniversar:, or the follllding of "The Daye'. 

Through all these years I haw known Mr. Morrie Weinberg and 
have worked With him in many important national cauaes. I 
have tound him and •The Day" consistently eager to help in 
eTery constructive movement vhich might redound to the best 
interests ot our people and or America. Particularly I tound 
Mr. 'Wed nberg and hia newspaper stalwart champiOD.8 of Z1 om.an 
and or the rebuilding or the State of Israel. During the 
battle day.:! uhich oreoedod t,he establishment of the State, 
he was a tower of strength, and I had occaeion frequently to 
turn to h:tm for counaol anrl help. ·wry lover of Zion is 
grateful for the long and usetul journalistic career ot 
~r. Weinberg, and we all wish him many more ye'lrs ot well­
being and happiness. 

} B.A HILLFt SILVffi 



THE NATIONAL JEWISH DAILY 
183 EAST ■ROADWAY 

NEW YORK .a. N. Y. 
AIITHUII L JAC0■8 

••NAAL NANA•D 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105 St. & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

April 20, 1960 

We are currently making preparations for our 
annual Special Issue, celebrating Israel's Inde­
pendence. 

As usual, we will have an English -suppl~ment, and we are counting on a contribution from your 
good selt. 

The "SALUTE TO ISRAEL" edition, is the out­
standing effort of our publication. It will re­
flect life in Israel throughout the past year, and it will be effectively circulated throughout Jewish communities spread all over the world. 

I know how very much pressed for time you must be, but this opportunity to reach all elements of 
Jewry, we feel should not be missed. 

In view of the time element, I would appreciate receiving the article as early as possible. 

With many thanks, I am 

Sincerely, 

ALJ:iz 

WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE COPY IN OUR OFFICE BY APRIL 28th. 



Mr. Arthur L. J coba 
neral nager 

The Day-Jewish Journal 
183 Est ro dway 
~ew York 2, ~ York 

My da r .tr. Jacoba: 

April 27, 1960 

Let me thank you for y ur kl letter of A ril 
20th. I wla1h I h td the ti to wrl ta article 
for your ap cial la ue c lebrating Israel'• 
Independence. Unforturwtely I h ve n,,t th time. 

Howev r, a you prob bly 1-n • I delivered an 
addr••• before the Lon8 laland R•~lon Zlonlata 
on the occasion of thetr twenty-fifth nnl•eraary 
laat Sunday evening at the !asex Hou e. The 
addreaa was carefully prepared and contained aome 
th · uRhta of ■tna aa to the future of the Zionist 
movement which ml ht lntereat you-r readers. A 
complete copy of the addre•• ta ln th hand• of 
the offtcera of th Long Ieland Zlontat Region 
and at t • office of the Ztontat Or1anizati n of 
America. You may wish to u e th t for our ls•ue. 

Wtth warmeat r•R rda nd all ~ood wt hes, Ir main 

Most cordially ura1 

A.BIA HILLEL SILV 

All ibf■ 



JOHN S . KNIGHT 

PRESIDENT AND EDITOR 

K. L . MILBURN 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

AKRON BEACON JOURNAL 
1-----------AKRON 9, OH 10----------

TELEPHONE BLACKSTONE 3-1111 

March 1, 1961 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

A young reader writes: 

"In Sunday School I have always been told that 
Heaven and God and the Angels are high up in the sky. 

''Every day I read that new missiles are being 
made and that some of them may have unlim ted ability to climb . 

"Will we one day be able to reach God and Heaven 
and the Angels and what will happen, then?" 

We would like to answer in the form of a news story 
containing your own and conunents of other distinguished churchmen 
and scientists to whom we are also writing . 

May we hear from you, please? 

Very truly yours, 

TH: sj f 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
THE TEMPLE 
East 105th Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Thomas S . Haney(,. 
City Desk 

AFFILIATED OWNERSHIP : THE MIAMI HERALD - THE DETROIT FREE PRESS - THE CHARLOTTE OBSERVER - THE CHARLOTTE NEWS 



, . . .... 

naidstre,in, 
A Quarterly Jewish Review 

515 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. • Phone Plaza 2-0600 

Shlomo Katz 
Editor 

ay 3, 1961 

Dr . Aboa Hill3l Silv3r 
Tn-3 T 3mpl·3 
Cl?v~land, Ohio 

W3 ,muld v3ry much lik3 to ha.v9 you r3vi~w for a 
fortn co ·ng issu3 of Midstr~am, the two vol m-as , The 
Shaping of Am3rican R~lifion and R~ligious P3rspectiv3s in 

m3rican Cultur13 , in the s3ri3s , 11 R3ligi n in .A.tn3rican if3 11 

ju..; t .1,.mblish3d by Princ 3ton U:1iv'3rsity Pr9ss. 

W3 look forward to your aar1.y fuvorabl 3 r~ply. 

SK : sm 

Sinc'3raly yours , 

Shlomo Katz 
~ditor 



_. • I f ,-

tr. <;hlomo Vatz 

Fd\tor ~ld~tr am 
515 PaT"Ji- v~nue 
New ~ork ?2, ew vork 

"Y de r Mr. atz: 

~ 5, 1961 

Thank you verv much for your letter of May 3rd and for 
your lnvtt tl n to review the tvo volume• mentioned 

tn y~ur letter for a forthcoming •~•u• of .tdatream. 
t wish t were free to do it. nfortunately, t have not 

the time. I am tn the proc••• of re-doing a volume of 
. own for publication in the fall. 

Wtth warmest regards I -remain 

'•ry cordially yours, 

!\ A JllLLEL SILVER 

. .ts :bfm 
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miilstrea,n 
A Quarterly Jewish Review 

515 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. • Phone Plaza 2-0600 

Rabb. Abba Hi l l3l 8ilv3r 
Th3 T3mpl~ 
Univ3rsity Circl~ 
Silvir i!-rk 
Gl9v nd, Ohio 

D~ar Rabbi Silv3r: 

D9C3mb3r 24, 1962 

S3v3ral W33ks ago w., wrot~ t you, inviting you 
to participat~ in our sch3dul9d ym~ osium on "Th3 
M3 n·r,g of Galut ·n Am3rica Today. 11 

I am nxious t hav3 you contribut3 to this 
discussion, and would v3ry much ppr~c · t~ word fr m 
you r'3earding your ;>lans in this mctt?r. 

SK:sm 
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e .m 2 , 1962 

1· • z: 

I y li t contribu 
ortuna tely , 

f ut-of- o • 
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it 
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·y co r , 
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0 0 
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ATLANTA CHICAGO DALLAS SAN FRANCISCO LONDON 

■RIETT•MACMILLAN, GALT, ONTARIO 

fY/w ultacnutlan ~omftan/1 
CABLE ADDRltH /]7) / / • / 

~ACHAMAC NltW YORK uUfttl:JfteJtj TIELIE~HONE 
OREGON 11•4000 

• 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105~ Street & Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

• 

Karch 15YI, 1963 

MANILA 

When you last called here we talked very briefly about the 
possibility of a book by you in which you would deal with 
one or two sequences of events in your life which are of 
special public interest. This is something which we would 
very much like to have on our list, and I would like if I 
may to use this letter to give a fuller indication of what 
we have in mind. 

We are not thinking of a complete autobiography, interesting 
though that would be, but a book which deals selectively with 
th6se sequences of events in your life where a relatively 
full,authoritative,account written as from inside by a major 
participant would really add to public understanding, - and 
might indeed be described as an obligation owed posterityl 

The first sequence we have in mind is less important than the 
second but it is of considerable interest. We are thinking 
of the events which led to the passage of the pioneering un­
employment insurance act through the Ohio legislature. You 
will not misunderstand me when I say that this has some of 
the character of a period piece, in that it is difficult for 
many people nowadays (and trad• analyses show that it is 
young people who buy books), to imagine the climate of those 
times, and the virulent character of the opposition, though 
echoes of this are certainly still around. Here I find par­
ticularly interesting the fact that the bill had its genesis 
in ,t Temple study group who worked on this question method­
lcally for some years and prepared some of the main prot­
aganists. It would be interesting to know something of the 
motivation for this study, and how the circle was gradually 
widened to build up the political weight necessary to put the 
bill through. Presumably in the process some people who at 
the beginning were unthinkingly opposed to the bill came 



round to see it as something necessary and right, and the 
achievement of this sort of change of mind is always an in­
structive story. Presumably some political neophytes learned 
their skills on this job, and some personalities were involved 
who subsequently became of national importance. All this makes 
a good story, and adds to one's understanding of American his­
tory. 

The second sequence of events we have in mind is that leading 
to the establishment of the state of Israel. This is not some­
thing that I know a great deal about, but I may be typical in 
that there are two questions in particular that intrigue me. 
One is how you came by the insights that led you to differ on 
more than one ocassion from the Establishment of the Zionist 
Movement (to put it all too casually), and on issues on which 
events eventually proved you right and the early majority wrong. 
The other issue is that of the techniques (not just techniques?) 
which marshalled public opinion behind you in such a way that 
could be brought to bear effectively on forces in power in this 
country and in others. Some years have now elapsed since these 
events of course and the impression must be widespr - ad that we 
now need the candid, objective, charitable, and authoritative 
account that only you can give. This is a story of such im­
portance, and involving a cast of such stature that the record 
need to be defined for the sake of history. 

A reader of a book dealing with these sequences of events might 
be helped by a brief indication of earlier sequences that give 
the reader a better understanding of the man involved, - per-
haps something of your involvement as a youth in Zionist clubs 
~ in New York,and perhaps something on your two years 
in Wheeling, West Virginia,especially if the special character 
of that town and region were an important factor in your life. 

The stimulus which had set me thinking along these lines was, of 
course, Mr. Manson's excellent paper in the festschrift and 
shortly after we had touched on this possibility in conversation, 
Mr. Manson called me at your suggestion. He tells me that he has 
in mind an expansion of parts of his paper to present an account 
of the events in which you and he were involved and which led up 
to the establishment of the state of Israel. His concept of the 
book has a good controlling theme, namely the way in which a 
minority aroused American public opinion to a sense of the jus­
tice of their cause, and hence prevailed against strong opposi­
tion in the highest quarters. I think this is a good theme. 
To place it in its setting as a piece of American history in a 
way that did it justice in a really good book would be a sub­
stantial tour de force. 

However a book by Mr. Manson would be a first book, and as pub­
lisher we are necessarily more interested in a book by an es­
tablished author with a successful record, especially when the 



. . . -

book we have in mind is a selective memoir from a national and 

world figure in whose inside account of the events in which he 

took part there will be a great public interest. Such figures 

often have to have their writing done for them. The combin­

ation of a good writer and an important story is an attractive 

one. If the book is your account over your name then this 

means a much wider circle of readers than if the story is told 

by anyone else. 

I want to emphasize that this is a book in which the house as 

a whole is very much interested. If this interests you. we 

would certainly want to respond with every help we could offer 

including, should this seem desirable to you, th• sort of sub­

stantial advance against royalties which provides real help in 

th• assembling of the material for the book. 

Would you care to let me know whether this is something you 

would like to discuss? 

Very truly yours, 

Clement Alexandre 

CA/eh 



- • 

April ZZ, 1963 

My dear Mr. Alexandre: 

I have just returned from Israel. Your letter of arch 
15th as forwarded to 1ne there and I read it with great 
intere t. I have not yet resolved in my own mind whether 
I want to write an autobiography or a book which would 
deal with some of the event in my life which are of special 
interest to the public. I have been giving the matter 
considerable thought and I should be making niy decision 
before very long. I would then communicate with you. 

ith warn1est regards and all ood 7iahes , I remain 

AHS:bfm 

r. Clement Alexandre 
The acmillan Company 
60 Fifth AvEnue 
New York 11, ew York 

Very cordially your', 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
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