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January 21, 19S2 

Kr• Sholom Aech 
121 North Hibiac\18 Dri:n 

aoh, orida 

I returnin h rm.th t saiecript which you requ sted 
to read. It 1 Uticult 1n the cm1::,usot t letter to giw 
m_y- reactio to its baaio 1deu. day I ho ehall h-w 
an op rtunity to discuee thelll 

I eho ld 11ke to make ju t a tn obaervatione. To be sure, 
Judai and Christianity have much 1ri ooaaon, but nei tber in­
formed J• nor intorad Chriatian will ......... ,._ that the7 are iden­
tical. To be eure, the Judeo-Cbriatian ndition 1n term■ ot 
its ethical and lpiritual oontent p nte the aalfttJ.on of 
our 111.Mern civilisation and the one dependable d;pa apinat 
the totalitarian barbarl• or our dq. But it ia not in the be­
llei' in the phyaical r9aurrection ot the <had nor in the lld.racl.­
workin powers ot a personal a 1.ah that the •lntion ot our 

atern world lie • itber or theae id•• i aa tundaaental to 
Juda u you aa.irm to beline, however larg9 thly uy loom in 
Christianity. The • aential teaching• ot Juda1• are 8Ulllmlld up 
in the alas ic detinitiona ot Kioah nd Jeremiah. 

Thou bast been told, 0 man, what ie ood and what 
the Lord doth require ot tbN, on:cy. to do justly, 
to lo rcy nd to walk humb]T with Thy Ood.• 

- - 1cah 6.8 

• HI judged the caus of ti. poor and the needy, than 
it waa wll. Is not tlli.1 to know •• aay9th the 

- - Jar. 22.16 

The ideal• which the Jlldeo-Chr1et1 n tradition can otf r ti. 
eetern world ar tho e of a Ood ot justice and love, the broth :r-

hood or , the rJ ty and eanctity ot hwlan lite, the inalien-
able right■ ot all n as children ot Ood, to ranee ~ c:cmr::,ae ion 
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with all ,, __ , IN.ffering. To real.1 these ideale Jna and Chria­tiana aho d and can work together in our troubled and naced world. 

The quest ot Ood - Se k me and liw• , etc. - reterenoea to hich are tound so abundantly in iblloal literature, is not at all identio 1 with awaitin the oomin or the asiah. 

Judai• and Christianity . • not the only 11g1ons which hav, a •• 1 nic coloring. There ill esianism also in Islam, and taith­tul llobunedana .trom time to time looked for the comin of a hdi. There is a a ianio strain in other Oriental relig:1.ona - 1n none , bowwr, a dominant and a eseential and•• indispenaible •• 1n Obr1at1 nity. 

It hink the ditficulty lies in the tact that from time to time you ploy ayllbolic la ge and imagery treight.ed with history' which haft one connotation in Judai and quite another one in Clriat1an-1ty, so that while t author may be th:inldng of one thing, tlw reader as st t the author 11 thinkin of quite another thing. 

I was delighted to • M you and e . Aach in your ho • I was happy, too , to you at the meetin • I do ho that good tortune will favor , and that w might et a ain oon. 

1th warme t regards in which s . Sil r join 

)lost oordially yours, 

l ' 1 r 
Inc . 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

, I remain 




