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December 1 • 1962 

y dear Eliahu: 

I received your three articles which appeared in the 
"American Zionist'' . I read them with great interest. 

specially the fi tone o "A erican Z ionism in True 
Pers ective '. Your analysis of the poat-larael con-
fuaion in Zioniem 1• excellent. I cannot repr ss. however. 
the thou ht that were the offices of pre ident of the rl 
Zioni•t or anization and of the World Jewish Congress not 
combined in one person. and had that pereon not lent hi self 
in the early years to disrupt the General Zioniata' arty 
(which he later sought to repair). and had he not violently 
attacked the very poeltion• which h now so eloquently 
defend -- position• which I and my friends championed 
in the years immediately following the atabli hment of 
the state. the situation today would be appreciably different. 

It was very plea•ant to e you in ew York. With all good 
wishes, I re1nain 

AHS:bfm 

~ 1irllhtlAsitwJ&.,n1at" 
15 West 86th Street 
New York. New York 

lost cordially, 

ABBA lllLLEL SILVER 



·- ""-"---r 
~7..-,..-,- 7 -

With the Compliments 

of 

ELL\HU BEN-HORIN 

~ 



ELIAHU BEN-HORIN 

639 WEST END AVENUE 

NEW YORK 2!5, N . Y . 

ENDICOTT 2-8!589 

December 19, 1962 

Dr. .Abba E ill el Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

I agree, of course, with every word you say. I am sure, 
however , that by th~t you don't mean to conv y that the pa::;t 
"sin:=i" of Dr ".}oldmann provide the least excuse or extenu tion 
for Mr. en--Ourion' s present "sins . " Fven if one can see in 
1.t an act of poetic justice, it is rather question~ble r:hether 
Pen-r.urio11 is the man to administer it . 

During my visit, with you in Jew York, I mentioned, I 
believe , my intention to have a ,1lk with Moshf) Sharett. 
I did meet with him, a fe, da s ago, and it was the first , 
if not heart- to-heart then "rriind-bo-IT'ind'' talk that I had 
ever had with him in tr.e forty years of our ncquaintance . 
The above figured prominently in OU!' conversation , which 
was quite interesting . I would li.ke to tell you about it , 
but when and where do we meet next? S. or of getting invited 
for a speech or a lecture, I 3ee no chance of getting to 
Clevel~nd. 

Hy VPry best to you and yours , 

EBH : sb 1 . h Tf • 
ia u . tn-norin 

P. S. I n case you have not sAen rr.y article on "Trembling 
Jewn," I enclose a copy. I think you'll lik<~ it . 
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Sha1·p Dissent 011 
THE THE ITIC JE 

TD HI JUDAISl\-1 
By Leonard B. Gewirtz. Bloch Publi.·h­
ing Co., ... ew York, 1961, 306 pp., 4..75. 

Reviewed by 
R:\BBI CH RLES E. RUL L\.r 

Rabbi, Riverdale Temple, cw York 

T HIS book was originally presente~ 
in the form of sermons by Rabl.n 
Gewirtz to his congregation on the 

h igh holy days over a period of years 
on themes dealing with the authentic Jew, 
Je11·ish ritual, Jewish prayer, halachah, 
th~ nature of man, etc. It could more 
:fittingly be described as a book of ser­
mon on the above themes rather than 
~n authoritative work. For one thing, au­
thenticity i here equated with Orthodoxy. 
Conservative and Reform representatives 
of J udai m will hardly consider seriously 
Ra bi Gewirtz's thesis as the only au­
thentic exp1·ession of Judai m in ou r ime. 
F r another thing, the prejudices of the 

uthor and his carelessness in dealing 
with non-Orthodox points of view hardly 
lend authenticity to his rather pompous 
clairn of guide for the Jewish perplexed 
in our day. This despite the praise heap­
ed upon him in the foreword by Oscar 
z. Fa ·man, President of the J ewh;h Uni­
ver;;ity of America of Skokie, Illinoi:;. 

The author, quoting Saadia Gaon, bids 
the reader to treat hi boo] objectively. 
Thi • is asking a lot by one who is nny­
ihing but objective in appraising points 
or view other than his own. His corn­
men t::. on Reform, Reconstructioni m and 

onscrvative Judaism illustra e this 
point. They are invaiiably subj c:tive 
opinions lacking the. authenti ·ity which 
~oneerns the author so much. Of Reform 
he s r (p. 126): 

"The classic Reform position took 
over Paul's disdainful attitude to •ard 
Halachah. It opposed 'any religion o.f 
la ', seeing in halachah an impri on­
ment o! the free prophetic spirit.' 

nd further, (p. 128) be says: 

"You cannot correct a Reform R .. 1,bi 
or congregation by aying 'Thi- is 
again t Halachah'. There is no hala­
chah in Reform. There i freedom­
every one is free to do as he plea e8. 
At best Halacbah serves those few 
Reform r bbis who are acquainted with 
it. a an 'etzah tovah', a good pi ce 
of advice .... As you can ee, Refonn 
blows hot in the summer and cold in 
the winter. Today it returns to nor­
mative Judaism and in the next d ·ade 
i .vill turn away. Refor, reflects 

the needs of the non-religio11 ?Hass 
of Jcu: and caters to ti r " (italics 
add <l . 

The author shows little knowledge of 
Reform and considerable prejudic again t 
it when he claims that it took over the 
Paulinian doctrine of the ew Te tament 
and , hen he as::.ert categorically that 
it reflects the needs of the non-re1ig·ious. 
In dealing with the Reconstructioni t and 
Con ervative point of vfo l1e displays 
the me bias and lack of adequ te in­
formation. Wbat, for example, can any 
seriou student of the teachings of :i\Ior­
decai raplan make of a two-page dt':-cl'ip­
tion o! his movement tliat include::; the 
follo ing! (p. 129) : 

''The term folkway. ha~ romantic 
'o ertones.' You conjure up an idyllic 
pi ·ture ·hen all he Jews in the peace­
ful htetl lived quietly and happily 
away from the confusion of the 
twentieth century. The 'foTu people' 
had their own way of lif and Jived 
with shahbos, cholent, Pesuc:h and 
kneidJach. Think of a plea ant paint­
ing by Chagall where everybody ia 
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Judaism 
angelically flying about 'out of thi,; 
world.' This 'folk way' approach has 
an appeal for all the Jewi:;h senti­
mentalists-the people who eat kneid­
lach on Pesach with their ham sand­
wiches, or the loyal sons who at Yah1·­
zeit eat a kosher meal at Poliakoff's 
because they are sentimental on that 
day." 

the same f'ashfon the author treats 
with absurd superficiality the Conserva­
tive Judai m movement and the "Catholi~ 
Israel'' concept of the great scholar and 
revered head of the Jewish Theolo"ical 
Seminary, Solomon Schechter when he 
says (p. 133) : 

"The Schechter view of Halachah is 
truly 'Conservative' when the majority 
of Klal Yi roel live according to it, 
and we can say to the minority of 
assimilated Reformer~: 'you can't 
change-the will of l'lal Yh;roel i:s 
against change.' But when the majority 
of Klal Yisroel in America, at least 
in practice, do not live with the Sbab­
bos, and we say that Klal Yisroel bas 
chang d the Halachah about Shabbos, 
what are we conserving or preserving? 
'To pretend that the present chaos in 
Jeiri h lif is t11e American 1.cay and 
to justify it by some high-sounding 
name, or to acquiesce i,t it and ac­
cept it, constitutes sheer self-decl'ption 
and u:ould make a. 'Tl ocl.c,·11 of our 
religion (italics in original).' 

"Does the Schechter vi w o.ff r a 
valid interpretation of the pa.:t? To 
some extent. Does it offer an adequate 
motivation of the present? It can't, 
Klal Yi::.roel today are the very in­
ne1•-; who nee<l the m tivation to change 
them. el Yes. Do s it offer n })l'Ogram 

for the future? no; sinners e n be 
guided by their own sinfulne~s.'' 

It should be not<-d that the italicized 
quotation which the uthor U'-e::- above 
to buttres his own point o! vi , is taken 
:from Robert Gordis' book "Judai~m for 
the Modern Age." Thi reviewe1· i- quite 
confident that Rabbi Gordis wa.- wri ing 
in support of the very Schechter point 
of view which the author denigrate:::, and 
would consider it odd indeed to find hi<: 
expo ition quoted in support of the Ortho­
dox argument u ed by Rabbi Gewir z. 
Any reader of Kaufmann I"ohler's "Jew­
ish Theology" or Solomon S -·hechter';:: 
"Studie. in Judaism" and "Aspect-; of 
Rabbinic Theology", of l\fordEX:ai Kap­
lan's "The Greater JudaLm in the 
Making" or Robert G-0rdis' book "Judaisn1 
for the Modern Age'' referred to above 
can, without much difficulty, gain a to­
tally different idea of Reform, Re ·on­
struc ionism and on ervative Judaism 
than that so skeletally offered in thi3 
particular volume. They would be badly 
misled if they followed the slanted opini­
ons of the author. To take on Kobler, 
Schechter, Freehof, fordecai Kaplan and 
Gordis e,en within the confines of a 
ermon is a bra. h undertaking. Bu o 

endeavor to make su h 1·mon stand 
up in print indicat :: more courage than 
cholar:;hip. 

Boo]· 1·ep1·esenting the Orth dox Jew­
bh point of ie, can be in5-tructive and 
stimulating reading , hen th argument~ 
they repre~ent are couched in objective 
language and when the critic:i ·m of other 
points of view held in Judai m are fair 
and comprehen ive. Preci. ely becau:-e this 
book a~ written o ten-ibly for the lay­
man it ought to be free of the bia_ which 
manife-t it-elf so frequently in it 
pages. The modern Jew will respect a nru.­
ments on behalf of authentic Judai:;m 
which are fair nd thoroughgoing. He 

rill look askance at the mere preach­
ment on behalf of the cause with •hich 
the author concerns himself. 

\l'01 IE~ OF ISRAEL 
Dy Sam Waagenaar. 112 plat , , 4 pp. 
of texl .'<-:\\ Yo1k: Schot·ken Duok:, . 

:.J.95. 

A HIGiiLY attractive vulume whith 
promi:;e to b a f aYorite gift book 
for the coming seasons, "\ omen of 

Israel" contains magnificent photographs 
-mo1"P than a hundred of them and a live­
ly text. Waagenaar';:; book makes a happy 
choice for either the traveler or the stay­
at-home. And for anyone who wants to 
know something about what Israel is 

really like, the pictures and storic- 11era 
of the ,vomrn acld up to a car.did portrait 
that capturl's the p cial ''flavor•· of the 
country as a whole. 

,v110 aie the wom n of I :-:ra<'l ? LE't it 
l, said fn,m the !';ta1·t that they nre of 
mol i)'lH -- mid varie ti<' .:i t ,n ~1 to be 
found even rn the United States, tradi­
tiornll melting pot of humanity. They have 
come from all over the world, from as 
many as seventy or eig11ty diffcr~nt na­
tion . The pl1otographs show women both 
old and young, women at work an<l at 
play, tho ·e who till the oil and those who 
help ddl:nd il with guns. There are so­
phisUcatcJ women at a fashion show and 
typital ken-ager sipping ~oft drinks in 
blue jeani>: sahras and refugees; Jew~, 
Cln-i ·tian aJhl ~foslem Arnbs, and Druzes. 
Israel has l1er celebrities like Golda ~1eir, 
Ham1a IleYiua, and nahel Shalon, tl1e 
country' e::-..l)ert on concrcle-wornen in 
eYery wall.: o! life. 

Of the five tol'ies whic1,, together with 
an informative introduction. account for 
the text pa1 t of 'Women of Israel,'' one is 
about 'aima, from Yemen. For her the 
pa :;ag-e to Israel during Operation Fly­
ing- C.irpet was uneventful compared to 
the chan00e,,.l way of l1er new 1.·orld and 
the world of her parntrooper groom Si­
mon. It wa~ a pa sage of a dific1ent sort 
whieh brou..,.ht A vigayil from Dvinsk, in 
Latvi , to her per onal "promi ed land."' 
But then \\ho could blame a girl if Baltic 
politics and ihe reel tape of six countries 
get o tangled he had to marry tln·ee 
husbands beiore she was allowed to travel 
and, incidentally, marry her ioul'lh an 
true love. 

Rahel i another of the '· V r omen of I -
rael.'' On<'e ~he was called l\Iaria, ir. the 
little I lian village of Sannicandro ·where 
she ·wa~ horn a Catholic. How she became 
one of th "V\'omen"' is a remarkable 
story, but equally so ar the oth rs Ir. 
Waag<'na.a r tell;;-:_ 

These ,, omen eem to po-;s :,,; ~ome­
thing in cvmmon, an t'.•lan of tl1cir own, 
a glad .feeling o( being at home in t.he 
\\ orld an<l Noud of it. An I~ra h won n 
, ill • ~ y: "l am nearly a Sabra''-m n­
ing that ~he ·as n arly native-born, that 
she c:mw there at a very young age. Tha , 
sa. .Ir. W agenaar in his intr due ion 
is nationalism, and not a wrong type of 
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nationali,;m either. The r~raelis m de their 
country with their bm e hands, both mili­
tarily and ~•g1·iculturally. Hence the feel­
in.ir amm g 1:-raeli women or ''thi fa 
mine." 

To be abit• to :ay ''I am a Sabra- I w s 
l.,orn he1e, • i;; good. To be able to say "I 
am nea1 l ~ Sabra" i N just about as good. 

nd to be able to say ''I am an Israeli" 
cove1·s bo h categories, and gives a feel­
ing of strength to the newcomel':, of whom 
there are many. 

Author am Waagenaar ha- caught this 
~pirit wilh s nsilivity and perception to 
produce a memorable book. He i a good 
teller of tales and a competent photog­
rapher, twin accomplishments he demon­
strates amply in "\Vomen of I rael." The 
publisher, Schocken Books, has establi hed 
a notable tradition of outstanding book~ 
on Jewish subjects. V. . D. 

• 

CUNARD'S 
VACAT/0# 

ISLAND 
your perfect prelude 

to all-Europe 
and Israel 

Give your elf a fun-filled seagoing 
hohd,1~, a you travel lo the excit­
ing dttr,ictions of Curorc. Enjoy 

unard's pleodid meal.. fl:rnle ·s 
er\'icc, luxurious accommodations. 

ConYenient connection to I rael 
offer opportunities to isit Lo don 
or Pari en route. And unard 
offers p ial attention to dietary 
nee . . . provide fa il.itie for 
worship aboard hip. 

Cruises in E er ea oa 

Caronia fediterran£'an Cruhe1 
1a 1 ugu t 31, October S 

Caro11ia North Cape Crui e 
June 28 

Caronia Great World Crui~e 
January 25, 1963 

Cunard Prepaid enice ... reli­
able carefree \\ay to bnng l vcd 
ones to America. ou can arran~ 
all deta.tl wnh one Cunard ti ct. 

SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 

Gett mg there is lralf the? fun! G11 

CUNARD LI E 
25 Broadway, N. Y. 4 • BO 9-5300 
441 Park Ave., N.Y. 22 • Pl 5-4300 
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American Zionism: In True Perspective 

E
VE T if the reader f Tlie Political 
World of American Zionism (by 
Samuel Ha1perin, 431 pp., Detroit, 

Mich., ayne Univer ity Pl'ess) had not 
Tioticed on the jacket of the book that 
its author was a political scientist and a 
1miver ity professor, he would have gath­
ued that much from the first page oi 
the book - not only from what the au­
thor states there, but also from the way 
he states it. Although political science 
and sociology are not exact sciences, 
there is no mi taking Dr. Samuel Halp­
erin's prof es orial approach to his sub­
ject, the thoroughness of his research, and 
the scientific objectivity of his analysis. 
The bc-ok, which is a politico-sociological 
study of American Zionism and its impact 
cm American Jewry, has all the qualities 
11,nd all the hortcoming of a work by 
a political cientist. 

From the viewpoint of a Zionist reader 
or reviewer, what Dr. Halperin's book 
i clearly lacking is best described by 
the Hebrew word Neslwma. In English 
translation it is soul, but it means much 
more than that. It is a warm soul with 
inspiration, hope and enthusiasm. As 
these element do not fall in any category 
<)f science, this volume is completely de­
void of them. The author deals mainly 
with facts, figures, organizational struc­
tures and their interrelations. 

Great hi torical events come into this 
book only by way of explaining the shifts 
and changes in tM !ortunes and in the 
numerical trength of this or that organ­
ization; or the changes in the prevailing 
n1ood and attitudes of this or that group 
in the American Jewish community. At 
no stage in his survey and analysis of 
Ame1ican Zionism, does the author for­
get r allow the read r to f rget that 
th1" i., Lo,,J written by i po1itkal 
sci nt1st, ·ho un rtook tht , :sl;ig1;nH::nt 

f xamining a certain phenomenon calltd 
••Zionism in America" and .r arriving at 
a conclusion a to what made it tick. 

The1·e is no que tion that the author 
ha done his job conscientiously and com­
pet ntly, and that he has presented u:-

ith a comprehensive, accurate, detailed 
(at times much too detailed) and well 
documented account of the force at play 
on the American Jewi h scene and their 
attitudes throughout the years towards 
Zioni ·m and the Jewish State idea. All 
that could have been discovered under the 
political cienti ·t ' microscope, has been 
duly recorded - and we are duly grate­
ful. 

T HE !ii "'t 1· action of the Zioni -t reader 
i bound to be one of disappointment. Not 
cmly doe he not find in the book any 
tra e of • • csha ma, but he will look in vain 
for an exploration in depth of the Zionist 
ideology; for an analy~is of the political, 
1.piritual, economic, ocial and psychologi­
t'al fa tors - on the international and on 
the world Jewi -h cene - which have 
combined th ir po itive and negative in­
flu nee to bring about the mate1 ializa­
ti n of Herzl'· Juel n taat i<lea. 

Except f r ref r nee purposes, the 
march of hi ·tory - f ·world hi;;tory and 
<>f Jewi:;h hi tory - ~.-as not permitted 
t nter the page of thi book. It seem 
that the author, knowingly and intention­
ally, has kept his inquiry into Zionism 

·ithin the g ographic boun<larie- of the 
nited tate . . In the same vein, he kept 

strictly to the urface of things, never 
tt mpting to dig down below in s arch 

of de per and broader interpretations of 
h vents and developm nts which he 

faithfully r ord;;. 

E1ia}w B 11-Hol'in, 1/l;ll nt a1tflzo,.ity on 
M id ell Ea t affairs, . n- cl as ad t'i ·er to 
11t Amui an Zioni<>t E111agc11cy Co1111cil, 
1 H-50. He is autho1· of The Middle Ea:ot: 
C1 ~road f Hi~tory a11cl conducts a col­
'"''· '', liclcllr Ea~t Cockpit,·• i,1 Th Re­
« :M, tructioni:, 

by Elitlhu Ben-H orin 

Whatever the 1·easons ·which caused 
these limitations in the scope of Dr. Hal­
perin's analysis, the regrettaLle fact re­
mains that Zionism - a phenomenon of 
historical significance not only to the 
J e, ' i h people but to the world at large 
- was surveyed and examined on arti­
ficially !imited grounds. It is no wonder 
that the author fails to observe and com­
ment upon the most important achieve­
ment of American Zionism, which many 
of those intimately acquainted with con­
temporary Zionist history considered as 
bordering on the miraculous. 

We refer here not to the fact that 
American Zioni m succeeded in mobiliz­
ing the support of the Jewish community 
in the United States almost in its entirety, 
as well as that of a large portion of 
Christian public opinion, in the fight for 
the partition of Palestine and the estab­
li ·hment of a Jewish State. This fact, 
accompanied by figures, statistical tables 
and accounts of inter-organizational nego­
tiations, is brought out adequately and in 
detail in the book under review. What we 
have in mind and what one cannot find 
in the book at aJl is the wondrous fact 
that, "at a moment's notice," American 
Zionism was capable of accepting and 
brilliantly discharging the responsibility 
of po]itical leader hip in world Zionism. 

I order to under tand and properly as-
e s this accomplishment of American 

Zionism, we mu t digress into the field 
of Zionist hi tory. For over four decades 
- from the formation of the World 
Zionist Organization, in 1897, until the 
outbreak of World War II, in 1939 -
European Jewry, and most particularly 
Russian J cwry, have provided "th brain " 
and t p }<'1t 1 le1· Ji;p fp the Zionis t move­
ment. Ac had Ha'am, the philo., ""f ~ f 
Zioni ·m; Chaim ,veizmann, -iadimir Ja­
botinsky, Tahum Sokolow, Menahem Us-

ishkin, Yechiel Tchlenov, Israel Idel on, 
Leo Motzkin, Victor Jacobson, Shmaryahu 
Levin, Daniel Pasmanik - the ideologi ts, 
political leaders, propagandists and colo­
nizer of Zioni ·m - all came from the 
midst of Russian Jewry (in the case of 

okolo,v, from Ru. ian-Polish J e ;1.•ry). So 
did Ber Bornkhov, the ideologist of "Poa-
1 i-Zion" and of the synthesis between 
Zionism and ociali m, as did most of 
tho-e who were later to create and lead 
Labor Zionism and to head the State of 
I:-crael: A. D. Gordon, David Ben-Gurion, 
Yizhak Ben-Zvi, Joseph Sprinzak, to 
mention ju t a :few. Chaim Nachman Bia­
lik and Saul Chernichovsky, the great 
poets of Jewi . h national renai5sance; 
Eliezer Ben-Yehudah, the reviver of mo­
dern Hebrew; Jo eph Trumpeldor, the 
hero of Tel-Hai and founder of the ''He­
chalutz'' - also came from Ru ia. Other 
European J ewi:::h communities have con­
tributed to a les"'er degree to the ranks of 
world Zionist leadership, but they did 
this mo~tly in the areas of sociology and 
colonization (Arthur Ruppin, Franz Op­
p nheimer a11d other ) , though fr 111 their 
mid t came the two titans of political 
Zionism who ar in a category by them­
s he_: Theodor Herzl and . lax . • ordau. 

• ·ot only did Yery new idea in Zionist 
thought, ideology, politics, foi ms and 
method of Palestine colonization ori<>'inate 
within the framework of Ru 'ian~uro­
pean Zioni~m, but al o the actual control 
of eY r;ything both in the Wol'ld Zioni-t 
Or ,anization and in the Palestine Yishuv 
- e ·ur l • re~ d in the hand- of the Rus­
,-ian-Eur p an l ader::;hip of the worl<l 
nJO\'U)l('Jlt. 

T HnOl'GHOl"T th ~·ear~, a11 that th 
" 1 ]d Zi ni,;t lead r:hip wanted f Am r­
fran Zi ni--m wn-. money _ rna.·imum 
finan ·ial ,uppo. t, f r Pale-;tine coloniza• 

·c,n and for Ziuni:: inl;titutiom;. They 

did not invite, expect, or even d sire an -
contxibution from American Zioni.m in 
the field of ideology, formulat ion of poli­
cies, or of any other politico-intellectual 
endeavor. It seemed as if the leaders of 
Zionism shared the popular conception 
of the American Jews as "money-bags," 
who had nothing to offer except money. 

To be sure, if the great prominence, 
influence and personal connections in high 
places of men like Louis D. Brandeis, 
Felix Frankfurter, or Stephen S. Wise 
could be used to advance Zionist political 
c,bjectives, full use was made of these 
men. But the fact that there were Amer­
ican Zionists made little impre -sion in 
London or in Jerusalem. Their influence 
was ,velcome in the same -v·ay as that 
of non-Zionist Jewish notables of the type 
of Louis Marshall or Berna1·d Baruch in 
America, Lord Melchett in England, or 
Leon Blum in France. The attitude to­
ward the Zionist movement in America, 
toward the ZOA and other organizationE:, 
remained very much the same. All that 
the American Zionists deserved from the 
world movement was delegates and speak­
ers for fund-raising campaigns. Brains, 
klzakhma, the world leaders had enough 
of their own, and should they ever need 
more, American Zionism would be the 
last place where they would look for it. 

Then, came the tragic caprice of his­
tory. European Jewry was in the murder­
ous hands of the Nazis, soon to be phy­
sically annihilated. Russian Jewry was 
still imprisoned by the Soviets. The small, 
pioneering, politically advanced Palestine 
Jewry was still under the anti-Zionist 
rule of the British. All of a sudden, the 
American "money-bags" were called upon 
to supply something more precious than 
money: brains, leadership, political stra­
tegy and tactics, diplomatic know-how, 
e-nlij?'htenment and organization of public 
opinion - ah that ·was need d to Lung 
abollt the establishment of a Jewi ·h State. 
And the "money-bags" did it all with 
unsurpa ed excellence. 

The central question, therefore, which 
The Political World of American Zionism 
should have analyzed and an ·wercd i 
thi : From what sources did American 
Zioni-m derive in an hour of critical ne d 
all the political know-how, high-grade 
ideal i-;m, selfle~s dedication of the Zion­
ist rank and file and state manlike vi~ion 

f it- lea<,er hip - to bring about a total 
mobilization of American Jewry on be­
l1alf of Palestine padition and the er a­
lion of a Jewi h State? 

I N attempting to find the right an · w r 
to thi question, one mu t keep in mind 
that, if Ru-sian Jewry made uch out­
~tanding contributions to our nationa! 
1 naLsance and to the Zionist idea, it wa 
due only in mall part to the great 
talents or brilliance of tho~e individual 
Ru~sian Jews who grew up to be th 
ideologbts, poets, writer , orator and 
01·ganizer of world Zionism. The maj r 
portion of the answer i to be found in 
,\'hat Rus ian Jewry represented in it 
totality: in it historical backo-rotmd, pr -
vailing spiritual an<l social ideal~, cul­
tural standard - in all that combin • 
to form the "climate'' of a given counti • 
or community. The climate prevailing in 
Am rican Jewry was most certainly un­
fa,·orable for any political ma .. cti n 
in the name of Jewi<,h nationhood and 
~tatehood. Y t, Ame1ican Zioni-;ts did it! 
How? Wh re is the answer to thi qu __ 
tion? 

uriou:-cly enough, it i~ h r that Dr. 
Halp rin's book may make a ya]uahle 
:ind mo,-t tim ly contril,ution to th r c­
onls f our times. _ lthough what ,· 
calk d "the cen ral que:Stion'' wa· never 
<:Y n 1. i:::: <l in the hook, the al ho1 ·:; 
factnal, <li,pa~~ionate and d tailul ac­
count f th \·ariou.:: confer nee-. n gotia­

he 

American Zionists, on the one hand, nd 
the major non-Zionist organizations ( p r­
ticuarly the American Jewish Committee), 
on the other, sheds much light on th 
problem. ,vhat is more, there is lso a 
gxeat deal to be learnt from this bo k 
about the causes of the Zionist movement' 
deterioration in America and in the Galut 
in general in the years following the 
establishment of the State of Israel; 
about the present day Israeli-Zionist re­
lations; and about the internal ideologi al 
debate on the meaning of ZionLm and 
of being a Zionist in the Galut after 
J ewi::;h statehood has been achieved. 

Indeed, this writer has no hesitation 
in recommending Dr. Halperin's book 
the pecial attention of David Ben-Guri n. 
I! the Prime Minister of Israel can spa1 e 
the time for it, he may find in thL ~urY y 
of American Zionism the right answer 
to the many doubts he voiced in recen • 
years about Galut Zioni m and Galut 
Zionist. ; to his questioning their right 
to call themselves "Zioni ts"; and to hi 
"'tatements that, as far as he is cone rned, 
or the State of Israel, there is no r l 
difference between Zionists and non-Zion­
ists. 

... "ot that Dr. Halperin's book deaL with 
the "post-State" period. It does not. Hi 
~urvey ends with the emergence f th 

• 
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of I rael. However, hi· a count of 
what happened on the merican Jewish­
Z1oni~t cene in pa t year, and particu­
larly in the critical pre-Partition years 
l!)-t:;.1. 47, ha a direct bearing on ub-

q11(•nt d velopments and th pre·ent 
Is1·aeli-Zioni t situation. Once again, if 
Ir. B n-Gurion honestly entertain · the 

illu,ion that, from the viewpoint of farael, 
th 1· is no difference betw en an Abba 
Hillel ilver and a Jacob Blau.· in, he 
had b tt r find the time lo read this book. 

T HE ideological diff rence b tween 
Zi ni:t • and non-Zioni t was ba ·ic and 
h s remained ba ic to t his day, a the 
r '4earc:h and documentation of Dr. Hal­
P rin prove beyond doubt. Innumerable 
quotation from thi book of official tate­
m nt • by spoke m n and leader · of the 

m rican Jewi h Committee clearly pell 
out that " •.. non-Zioni t:, opposed par­
tition and the con equent Jewi ·h State 
f r a ho t of 'emotional, economic, ocial, 
cultural and political rea on ,' a well a 
'on principle,' since they con idered a 
Jewi ·h tate ' dangerou ' to the Jewi h 
people ... and they are frank to ay 
that they will not accept a Jewi h tate." 
B cau e of space limitation , we hall 
r produce here only a few of th ·e quota­
ti n , but they should suffice. 

late as 1944, the AJ (American 
J wi ·h mmittee) till ... "objected to 
th Zi ni t demand for a commonwealth. 
A ain the AJC propo ed an international 
tru ·tee.,hip until the 'final tatu ·' of Pal­
e tine could be determined by 'a, ye un­
predictable circum tance .' " A, late a 
1946, Judge Proskauer, p1·e ident of AJC, 
"t ·tifying before the Anglo-American 

mmittee of Inquiry ... ·till maintained 
a pr ftrence for an international tru ·tee­
ship while diplomat continued th search 
f r alternatives to independent Jewi:-h 
:l'ttcho d." 

fter persi ·tcntly fightin~ ag-ain-;t 1,o­
litical Zioni m and the id a of J wi ·h na­
tionhood and statehood for over a core 
of y ar , the AJC had to ultimat ly accept 
th fact that a Jewi h tate came into 
b in..,. and try "to make the be ·t" of this 
"mi:>fortune." Some of the rea .·ons be­
hind this ultimate hift in J •, po~i­
ti n are divulged in a memorandum by 
on(' of it taff member , in 1945, in which 
it i~ tated that the local J chapter­
could not 

... ~~ held together by antipathy to 
or dt interest in "political" Zioni m. 
If the Committee is to remain in direc 
~nd '?ver~ oppo ition to political Zion-
1.·m, 1t will become but another meri­
can ouncil for Judai ·m. It will in­
herit the prejudice that i • wide- prea 
a ainst thi organization. It will at­
tract "cranks" . . . 

le der of the AJC, Iorri D. Wald­
man. tated it even more clearly, in ._'o­
v mb r 1944, when he advi ed the AJC 
to ... gracefully withdraw f1 om it-i 
c ntroverial po·ition vi -a-vi· the Zion­
i t , , and o liberate it:elf from the un­
p pular po' ition in which it allowed it-

If t be fal ely maneuvered ... " 
H w graceful ·wa th~ir :ub-;equent 

withdrawal is a matter of opinion, but it 
mu,-t h ve been graceful enou!!h to take 
in m n of Ben-Gurion'· political ex­
p ri nc . The political -l"ienti,-t who au­
th rd thi · book, ho,·c,· r, arriv at a 
mor • ·()her and reali ·tic conclu ·i n about 
th J , when he ob.:-ervcs that " ... in 

final analy, i', then, the • mmittee":; 
t d upport for an indepencl nt Jew­

tnte must be attributed primarily 
to polilical nece ity rather than to any 
c han of heart about Zioni:::m .... " 

T HE Zioni t heat wa- on in . meric: a 
t o uch a degree that no J ewi h organiza­
tion and no Jewi h leader, no matter what 
their vi ws a nd objective were, could af­
ford to fight a ga in t, ob truct or fail to 
co perate in some form with political 
Z ioni • n in the drive for attainment of 
J ewi ·h statehood. W ho put the heat on? 

THE AMERICAN ZIO N I S T 

The Zioni ts of America, of cour e, and 
their leaders. I n this respect, there was 
a wonderful unity of purpo e among the 
various factions in the leader-hip of 
American Zionism. Loui- Lipsky and 
Loui Levinthal were no le:; militant and 
uncompromi ing on the que ·tion of the 
Jewish tate than Abba Hillel Silver and 
Emanuel eumann (by th way, all four 
of them pat P1esident - of th ZO ). At 
lea t for a time, all the per ·onal like: and 
dislike., difference in temperament and 
even difference· in vie,vpoint on many 
Zioni t i 'sue were buried, and Americ:an 
Zioni m stood united as n ·ver before -
and, one is sorry lo say, a· never ·ince. 

The other basic difference between the 
Zionists and non-Zioni ·ts of merica wa3 
about the very character, ·cope and mili­
tancy of the p litical action to be under­
taken on behalf of Pale tine partition. 
The AJC, true to it , philo ·ophy, was op­
po ed to any ma action, to peaking 
out loud, to any public demon trations 
or manifestations. Theirs w s a philosophy 
of Shtadlanut. They believed that the best 
results could be obtained by having Mr. 
X., a Jewish notable, make repre enta­
tions to Mr. Y., a non-Jewi·h politician 
or man in power, and that, under all 
circumstance , it mu ·t b done quietly 
and unobtru ively. 

The viewpoint of American Zioni m 
wa s be t expre ed by bba Hillel ilver, 
who wrote to Chaim Weizmann, on March 
3, 1944: 

... We are definitely not of the opin­
ion that quiet diplomacy will alone 
bring about the de ired results or that 
we should pin our hope entirely upon 
the good will of one or two people. 
... Our good friends h re, upon whom 
~e have been relying so much (refer­
ring to President Roosevelt, primarily) 
will not move on their own accord, in­
spired by the moral righteou ness of 
our cause. 'or will the interces ion of 
a few powerful people achieve the de­
sir.ed results. Our friends might be in­
spired to move and tak some definite 
action as a re ult of the pres ' ure of 
five million Jews in a critical election 
year. 

And on another occa ion, Silver again 
advi es: 

... Put not the future of the move­
ment in the :ole keeping of individuals 
howevE'r friendly, however great; ap~ 
peal to the ma ·es of the people o( 
world; talk to the whole of merica • 
make friend. ever where; carry on a~ 
a~tive e~uc~tional propaganda in your 
circle, within the sphere of your influ­
ence .... Tha will be reflected in the 
hig-h r political circle,-. That will guide 
them ... when they come to make im­
portant deti ions which may involve 
Ame1 il:a's pa1·ticipation in the ultimate 
solution of lhe Pale. tine problem. 

The l w philo::-ophi of political action, 
the Zioni,-t and non-Zioni:.;t, were pole'! 
apa1 t. . nrl \\. hat hun,.. in the balance wa 
nothing le.;· th. t the future of the Jew­
ish people. Had the J 's phi lo ·ophy pre­
vail d, there i • little doubt that the 
Partition re:-olution would not have been 
secured and the tale of Israel could not 
have come into being. Io t fortunately, 
the Zi ni,-t • won the day and proceeded 
to organize: a p ... litical campaign of unpa­
ralleled ~cope and inlen. ity, which lasted 
for several year ' and which never abated 
- until the day victory was won. 

The chief architect of that victory wa 
the AmPrican Zioni t Emerg ncy Council 
(AZEC), the central political and public 
relation in trnmentality of American 
Zioni m, pecially created to conduct the 
mobilization of merican Jewry and of 
public opinion in support of partition and 
the Jewi:,;h tate. Under the chairman­
ship of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and th 
executive direction of Harry L. hapiro, 
the AZE developed into the mo t for­
midable and most effective political head­
quarter~ that ever existed in the Zionist 
movement anywhere in the world. 

'o one who ha ' had the privilege of 
ob erving at close qua1 ter' the work of 
AZE in ·ew York and the re'pon e of 
the pe pie all over America, could ever 
sin in underestimating the political capa­
bilities and hig·h ideali::;m of American 
Zioni~b, or the ·piritual and intellectual 
potential itie· f ..\.meriean Jewry. 
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Argentine Jewry Builds on Zionist Foundations 
by Jacob Beller 

ZTO.1. TI ~I i an active, Jive mO\·e­
ment among the Jews of Argen­

tina. It can be aid that Argentina 
i the mo t Zioni ' t-mi.nded community 
in the J ewi h Dia pora. There are many 
rea on for thi •. One i that rgentina • 
Jews Jive in greater concentration than 
tho e of other Latin merican lands. 
The fir t generation of immigrants i 
still Yiddi h- peaking and it i not dif­
fi ult to talk to them in the Zionist 
vernacular and idiom. And what is es­
sential, they feel them elves to be Jew 
and Jews primarily. rgentina Jewry 
is a community of the fol!tsmensh who e 
leaders stem from the Baron de Hir ~ch 
colonies where they were exposed to 
a solid Jewish background. 

It i characteri tic of the Argentine 
variety of Zioni m that it started in 
the Baron de Hir ch colonies. It is a 
paradox that it terns from tho e colo­
nists who were settled on the soil of 
this baronial J ewi h dreamer whose 
pJan was actua1ly meant as an alterna­
tive and a competitive force to the 
Zioni t goal; the e coloni ts neverthe­
less still dreamed of the Return to Zion 
and there on the J ewi h field of Ar­
gentina created a Zionist movement 
which later entered the urban commu­
nity with such success. 

The Zionist dream began to take on 
an increasingly important role in the 

communal life of the colonies and in 
the heart of the toiling, overworked 
coloni ts. The thouo-ht wa : once we 
have decided on the hard ta k of work­
ing the oil why not do it in and for 
our own land? Riding the untamed 
mu tano-s in the mud and mire of the 

0 

perilou pampas or in the swamps of 
l ·.ntre Rio , Jew went about to sell 
the hekel. At one end of every colony 
there wa a piece of ]and which even 
the rgentine Gentiles called "Pales­
tine." Each of the coloni ts contributed 
a trip of hi land for the J ewi h Na­
tional Fund, and the planting, plo\ving 
and han·e ting of these trips were cele­
brated with great pomp, with blue-and­
white banner fluttering from the primi­
tive plows of the colonists. The wind 
would blow the burnino- and over the 
bronzed face of the colonists, and 
through the air would ring the childish 
voices of the pupils who came with 
their teacher to sing "Hatikvah." 

THE \\Titer of the e lines who was 
once a teacher in the ICA schools in 

the Argentine colonies witnessed many 
such scenes in years gone by. Later 
Zionist groups aro e in the colonies 
with names such as "Agudath Nahum 
Sokolow," "Agudath Zion Luiz Bran­
deis," ''Zerubavel," "Ohavei Zedek," 
and the Zionist movement moved rapid-

... -- -'"':'~_,:;_-
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ly from the colonies into the cities. 
When the San Remo treaty was signed 
about 39 years ago, the writer of the e 
lines wa present in a giant parade 
carri d out by the J e\YS of Buenos Aires 
on the treets of that metropolis. The 
new papers of that day reported it as 
the greate t street demon. tration ever 
een in Buenos Aires. Jews carried 

flags aloft, took out the scrolls of the 
Torah, and the strains of "Hatib·ah ·• 
\\·ere heard in full choru in di tant Ar­
gentina for the fir t time. 

The Argentine gm·ernment, not 
knowing what the excitement was about 
and being quite unoriented in the whole 
matter, became alarmed at this gigantic 
demon tration and immediately called 
out the police to be on the alert for 
trouble. The police appeared along-ide 
the marching mas es ready to crush a 
rebellion, for in the rather uneasy do­
me tic situation that prevailed at that 
time a revolution was quite to be ex­
pected. However, when they saw that 
the demon trators bore no firearm , 
that no anti-government slogans were 
being displayed, that not a single shot 
was fired, it very soon became clear 
that there was nothing to fear. 

0 E of the pioneers of Zionism in 
the old province of Galicia was the 

late Nachman Gesang. For many years 
he was al o the president of the Zioni t 
Organization of Argentina. Himself a 
person with an experience and a talent 
for organization which he brought with 
him from the former Austrian province 
of Galicia, he put the Zionist Organi-
7ation n a \\ell-admini-;;tered base with 
a m lern a paratuc;. It was a model 
for the .\rgcntine J wi~h communit 
of hi day-at that time a community 
that still lacked the experience of sy -
tematic organizational planning and 
activity. 

His son-aptly named Herzl-has 
carried on hi spiritual legacy. He i 
also president of the Argentine Zioni t 
Organization, chairman of the Latin 
American Zioni t Confederation, and a 
member of the Action Committee. He 
was a pupil in the Zioni t school his 
father founded. Himself a native of the 
Argentine, he is familiar with the men­
tality of the younger generation that 
is now beginning to replace the immi­
grant generation. 

Herzl Ge ang, a succes ful bu iness­
rnan with commercial contacts and enter­
pri es in many countrie , receh·ed me 
in the company of the director of the 
General Zionist Organization, Mordecai 
Kaufman, in his office located in the 
commercial center of Bueno Aire . To 
the que tion I put to him about Zioni t 
activity in Argentina he replied: 

"\\' e are virtually the pioneers of this 
community, having stimulated and ex­
panded its growth and development. 
Long before J ewi h education had reach­
ed its pre ent level we e tabli hed our 
own school sy tem which still exi ts 
today. Our schools are organized in a 
'Fraternal Association of J ewi h 
School -,' and I can sav with the fulle t 
ju tification that we ~rio-inallv set the 
tone for J ewi h education h~re as it 
has per.;;isted until now. 

". nd thi goe beyond J ewi:,-h ecluca-
t• " 1011, added enor Ge. ang. "\Ve haye 
been the pace-setter in all annues of 
J ewi h cultural and communal life and 
thank to us it has remained thoroughly 
Zioni t-oriented in spirit. 

"Our predecessors, like my father of 

HERZL GESANG 

ble sed memory, were thinking of the 
future when he and his colleagues laid 
the foundations of J ewi h education in 
the pirit and traditions of our moYe­
ment. \Ve have in effect eliminated the 
di tinctions between A hkenazim and 
Sephardim, and lately also the differ­
ences with German Jews, who are an 
important element in our community. 
Zioni m has become a non-parti an plat­
form where the Sephardim, German 
Jews and 'our' East European Jew 
can come together and where the mutual 
grievances and differences can be ironed 
out. 

\\OUR community,'' Senor Ge ang 
continued, "is officiallv affiliated 

with the Zioni t Organization, and the 
challenge of our immortal leader Dr. 
Theodore Herzl, 'Capture the commu­
nities,' has been fulfilled here. The 
achieyements we have realized for our 
i<l,.,,_J- the aliya of a large m1muer o 
our .) outh, the clo--e contact b tween 
u. and Israel, the periodical yi · its of 
youth groups to Israel where they learn 
to be 111adrichim, the winning of the 
Arg ntine Jewish press to our side, 
and in general the penetration of our 
ideal into virtually all corners of J ewi ·h 
life-all this no doubt is a re ult of 
the labor and efforts of our Zioni · t 
pioneers in rgentina." 

\\"hat are the pro. pects for the fu­
ture? I asked the Ar<Yentine Zionist 
president. nd what is generally the 
ituation with the J ewi h youth of the 

country? 
"Our chief problem at the moment 

i our youth. \Ye already haye not 
only a econd generation born here but 
a third a well, and we mu-,t exert all 
our effort to ee that they remain with 
u . Our efforts today mu t be tronger 
and more inten ive than they were 25 
or 30 years ago when J e"·i-.h life in 
general both here and abroad had quite 
a different outlook. It wa a much ea ier 
matter then. 

''Today we mu t approach the youth 
quite differently. Fir t we mu t come 
to them in their own language, acquaint 
them with our cultural trea ure ~, with 
our gloriou hi tory, and with our 
pre ent and our future. It i true that 
the exi -tence of the State of I rael has 
immea urably helped in bringing our 
youth cl ·er to our problems, but , ·e 
cannot afford to take thi _entimen for 
granted on the part of our youth and 
be content with phra es and uperficial 
propaganda. ur goal mu ' t be to pene­
trate with all nece - ary mean into th<t 
rank - of J ewi h youth, to bind them 
to T w • and J e\\ i. lme- of whateyer 
f n;,. If "e lo. e the youth, we have 
lost all ... and the long chain of our 
un·iyal which la ted for centurie in 

all corners of the globe could be broken." 
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In Tribute to Reuben 
A Symbol of Hebrew 

Brainin -1862-1939 

[From a forthcoming 
Lip, ky on men orable 
, Mt litif', 011d ercnts.] 

h<>r,k by .lfr. 
Zivni,~t p,•,·-

IT i:; al,ou time the Zioni"t ~fovemen 
r a>, ,; ·ed many in ra-Jewi,.;h mi ·u n­
der ·tandings that aro:; durinl-' the 

Rus·ian Revolution, e pecially th, treat­
m nt of R uben Brainin, the Hebr w writ-

r who ·e 100th annive1"ary is being cel­
hrated thi.' year in the Jewish literary 

w rid. Enou h time ha elap·ed ~in e these 
distant event· for recon ideration and re­
evllluation to be given in the light of 
history. The old slogan have lo,; their 
tan~ and partisan meanin ..... They n lon,...­
er c r respond with the emotion of tho ·e 
wh were then concerned, a nd th pa::::.ion,.; 
that moved Jewi·h life have pa ·:.ed n 

to a nother plane. 
R uben Erainin wa. a d licat per­

. n lity of the fir t period of the Hebrew 
r nai • an e. He remained a man r let er,.; 
all hi· life, except for a few ex ur·ions 
in o other field . 

H came into the Zioni:;t )fov ment at 
its very beginnin,... and wa.· n of the 
fir. t Hebrai _ t wor hip at th :hrine 

of Theodor Herzl. H e remained Herlz'­
bold and ·killful partisa n th r :<t of 
hi· lifetime. He had be<:ome an emancipa-

Culture 
Lipsl,·y 

ted Jew at an e· rly a~e and s journ >d in 
the \Ve~tern world, . tudying- and appre­
ciating its art n<l Ii erature. He wa • a 
"European", and proud of it. He ha<l a 

great capacity for absorbing and tran,..Jat­
fog into Hehrc, th' thing,; he read and 
heard of in the literatures of other peo­
ple .. Hi: Zionism wa;-; bound up with a 
high appreciation f th litera,·y id of 
the life of both H rzl and ordau. All 
he wrote in Hehrew was colored hr hi~ 
c:urroundings in i nna and Berlin. He 
·wa never provincial. As a Hebrew writer 
he wa in. pir d by the fa·hion~ of the 
grent writer.' of th Western world. He 
never rea)ly b long d to any local com­
m unity or Zioni.'t organization. 

When he <'ame t the United States, 
eyerything from Vienna and B rlin had to 
be di~carded, except a memoir , and he 
e ·tab]i ·hed him elf a,; a writer in Yid­
di h with Hebr w lilerature a- hi- avoca­
tion. He served as a literary critic and 
publici ·t in the Jewish Day for many 
1·ear~, and continued in Hebrew literature 
a- the editor of several H ebrew journals. 
But the old European fla ir had disappear­
ed. He ould not maintain him:self strictlv 
within the field of th b lletristic. He ha;l 
to be a publici -t nd wa- called upon to 

di ·cu s a wide variety of ubjet' ~. He wa: 

caught in many controversie., and over­
thrown in som of them. He ::.houl<l hav 
remained an e,.;sayi,,l, a judge of litera­
ture, a revi2wer of poliey and b lletristics, 
and avoided "debate" as biller experi-

nce and the dis m ber f alm thinking. 
But }1 di(l not know how to prot ·t him­

·elf. 

J N th la,.;t y ar;-; of his life, he became 
entangled in c ntrover:;ie- in whkh the 

ommuni"t regim in Ru:< ia wa,; involv~ l 
pri ncipally in support of Jewish coloniz -
tion in variou - part · of Ru· ia. The;.e f­
forts ran c unter to prevailing Zionist and 
Jcwi ·h opinion. He found him elf in a 
ea of dialec ics; he was influenced in his 

judgment by the cunning propaganda f 
h i new-found friends. Al first he wa,­
mer ly friend of ovi t R ussia, and 
tried to 1>xplain away ertain harsh and 
oppre ive mea ures th Sovi t Gov rn­
ment had invoked a.,.ain·t Zioni t-. It wa.' 
clear that he wa. out of hi el ment in 
t ho e controver i . He outraged the -enti­
m ents of score- of hi~ best Zioni ·t friend: 
who had held him in high e ee m a~ a 
Hebrew writer. But it s emed that he wa -
unable to go ba k a nd beo-i n t,ver again 
a discu ion that had be om greatly in­
volved, vin lictivl' and per·onal. 

H wa;.; a victim of the dialectic of th e 
time. In the la~t year of hi- life, frail 
and feehl , he found himself i · olatcd from 
many of hi· Jewish friend;;, and forced to 
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con·ort with crafty _pro- oviet 
w ho did not under land him and wh w r 
unable to appre ·iate him. Thi· must h v 
made him feel fru -trat d an<l def at d 
a nd alone. 

1t i • good to remember t he Reuhen 
Brainin of the day ... when h st d ut 

a s ymbol of Hebrew culture, a gra­
ciou a nti refined per onality, a writer 
of keen in~ight and literary ensibili y, 

a ~lave of the right word and correct f rm, 
a ood li ·tener and a en itive int rp1·et r 
of book- and their maker:. All t hat IP 

did f r mod rn Hebrew literature and for 
the Zioni-::t renai ·an e hould he rl!­
membered with gratitude. Th Zi ni. t. 
)Iovement cannot pa- by this recor f 
a fruitful and er ative lif . 

POST-ISRAEL CONFU ION 
I ZIO IS f 

(Continued from PogP ) 

a•nba.: adors. general~ and all tl1e para­
p!'lernalia <.,t ~lateh od. And it went to 
their head:. What is more, I raeli Jews 
were now in pos s:;ion of a talu which 
was lear1y out of r ach of the non­
I raeli Jews . omi ng as it did on top 
of th exagg ral d If-confidence of the 
Pale~tini:in Jews, thi new sense of im­
portall<:e na. had a devastating effect on 
riie e>;.:-o . ..: of lllany a leader of the flc,ltrlh," 
::-·tH te. 

He Opened a Windo,v on Eu1~ope 
l)Uolic relation· of ice~ in every 
Ian J. 

1' c all practical purpo·e,- (fund­
raisi1:!!, nias ·-pr<'s--ur ,n g"O\'-

crn n1 <'11 :;. <' c.) h • frontier·_._ 
'\\ !ii ·h in the pa:,.,t hav <iividul 
Z1 llli. t .• :from non -Zioni:- ,; • 'Ctn­

ed ',o hav tfo,appear d. Thi·. how­
ever, ·a~ a mo:st uperficial vi ,,. 

f thin"'S. The id lo ical fron­
tier_ v•e1e till th r a1.d would 
remain for a long tim to come. 

Whether the hraeli leatl r • w re in­
capa bl of correctly as e sin~ lh true 
v·1lu ~ of that all-J ewi h nthu ia m. or 
r,ref rred to interpret it in a manner 
"hieh ,\'.>t:1d "liberate" th m from de­
p n<l •nc on Dia pora Zioni·ts, th y no" 
frlt confident enough to put Galut Zion­
i,;;m "in its; place." A lo ' allia,w with 
the- Je, i h people as a wh le ·a much 
mer O J•rneJ's liking tha n the C ntinua­
tion of the close, fifty-fif y pa r tner ·hip 
wi h oro-anized world Zion i m. W/>if P e,1-

t1,,, ·io. m i a. pa ing J)henomP11011. ·ne­
ology i not. 

The P ychological Factor-
addition t o c lcut ti n--

wh kh, in ou r jud"'ment, w re m,;:-
calcula ion· f1om t he viewpoint f I -
ra l' b ~- in ere t -a J> ych lo .... ical fa -
for ·hould be mentioned. 

Th Je, ·i"h Yi huv in Pale in had 
b ~n alwa.•:- extremely e<>-o-c ntric. In the 
ey • of a abra, Pale tin is the center 

[ the univcr ·e. Any thin h ppenin~ 
th re i· of the greate-t 
over ·hado •in,,. everything in th 
" •1 ld. Thi ego-centri ·m red an 
e ~,berant self-confidence an an exa~-
g rated ·elf-importance in the Pal ,.;tinian 
Jew.:. 

n fo,· the emergence of the t· e of 
I ::.rael, thi· self-confidence f the Pale·­
ti11hn Jews was t mpereu by th r ali y-

f their con,.,tant d pend n • n world 
J •,vqt. However humiliating hi. r ali : 
wa • in the eye of the Palestinian J e\\';; 
(in the Jig-ht of their at itud wurJ3 
th :alul J -.,: • mention d abov l, il wa,; 

a r ality al1 the am . For without Zion­
i;;t h Ip th y could neither exi ·t Ol>r en:r 

• ·hie\'e their <>'Oal. 
In )fay 194 ', however, -,>v 1ei:!n 

Slat\! of 1 ·rael cam into ing-- qual 
am n~ equals. Th form r Yi ·huv now 
had a Prime Iini • er n.l C·t inet, 

Fnlll1 t:1 Prim '\[ini,,;ler down, the in­
to.·iu1ti<.m w;lh th n •wly won (and o 
long engerly :,waited international re­
cognition ha.· caused many I raelis to 
lo e all n "' of pr portion. On top of the 
)add r . tood th P1 ime . !ini-ter wh•) 
d arl:r bdi v d in hi· omnipotence anJ 

nmi d nee. Th ·e on the lower rung.;; of 
the la<l ler till hat! long way to climb 
to the pinnade f lf-importan e. Even 
w, they entertained n doubt a- to their 
~uperiorit:: over th :,; Jew- who had no 
.:tate of their own. no Prime Aini ter 

' no amba_-::,,dor- and no g neral-. 

Thu~. p;.;ychol gical fact 1-- had com­
bined ·with inn r-political calculation . 
Both point.::d in th -ame direc -ion. The 
·world Zioni:;t ro-anization wa no longer 
indi$p n'able for th welfare and growth 
c,f the ' talc of I ·1" el. Were not all 
Je • pro-I rael? Did n t Jew- of all "de­
nomination · ·• anJ afliliat ion contribute 
to the Cnited J wi ·h Appeal, buy I rael 
Bond:" v ry I~1 aeli in titution, 
applau<l J;;ra I' · ·hi vement-? Why then 
shculd _onw o; the J ,, - be honored wifo 
th~ tit! ••Zil nist--?" 

In n11 faime s. n t all the J-raelis 
foll w d thL line f reasonin"'. not even 
t.Jl in )fr. B n- ;uri n'· Party, t}e )fapai. 
But tl1 e ::tll-poY.i:1ful David Ben-Gurion , 
wh nil • b, th th P rty and the Gov-

1 nmen , au iveJ at th c nclusion that 
the t1111 wa- pt'opitiou-:. f r the liquida­
tion of ihe old and ir ' ome partner hip 
with Zioni m. He, therefor , embatked on 
a campaign of t!ehunking. d <>-rading and 
demoralizing the w rl<l Zioni t move­
m nt. 

Thi~ i· tl1, hi,...to, inl truth about the 
cau e: and ~ou r-;e f the ideolo..,.ical 
c·oniusion and org-anizati nal decline in 
Am rk, n an,! world Zioni,;m. The pr ,.;ent 
day confu ·i n in Z1t>ni ·m wa - not the 
r -.ult of natural evolution. but it 
was "man-made." Ev n if the man in 
qu t ion i • a gr tit man, ·ho:e e1 vice 
to Zioni m, tit Jewi--h people and the 
''..ate of 1 :ra"i, a1 e - nd t none, he i~ 

not f"'rea _ enou Lt h o h II \ d to de tro 
the Zioni t n•vt•luti n in Jewi,h life. 

[E,·r,•rpl ir,nn nu ai-tidf p11l,fi,;h1•d 
in th,• f),,!f-.l •·wi.,J, ./c,11 111 al. T, 1111slafr,l 

,·, ,,,,, ,,,,. r;r1,1, ·h l>t1 I, 11 .lf. (;/us-~­

>11r1ti.1 

The ten •nan• of th hi nh of Re t1 h n 

Brainin r.· not •wor· hr date, both be­
cau,- of per..;nnal r a-;on: for tho:>.e of 
u who kne,.,,· him and becau;; of its 

great cul tut al-hi ·tori al ·i<>'nificance. Brcii­
nin wa-; a fa,.;cinating per:-on and an 

out ·tandin~ literary fij!ui·e with a far­
reaching influenee upon our cul ure an,{ 

ocial Iii . 
If we had to characterize Brainin, th 

man and the writer, in one word, il would 
be: European. Hi..; per:>onality, hi· man­
ner, hi· appearance and hi - behavior were 
es-entially Eur pean. About him ther ~ 
wa· an air of co~mopolitani:,m, civiliza­
tion and worldline -- whi ·h he exuded in 
private conve1--ation a;; well a- in hi-. 
public appearan es. Hi · literary ·work wa 
·teeped strictly in the European spirit; 
it had ele,,.ance, fine -tyle, comprehen iv 
knowledcr and a familiarity with th 
late·t <level pment • in the sphe1· of Eu,o­
p an literature. A non- onformi ·t h wa,­
ready to tread new path in new and 
often tran e field:. He wa - a man with 
a mission-to create in the ghetto a win­

dow upon Europe. 
When Br inin be an hi,- Hebrew literary 

career, the prol,lem of the tran ition from 
the ghett to Europ wa;; at iL· m ·t. 
acute ta~e. The end of the • Q,.; of th'! 
]a.;t century wu: a di.ffit:ult period f r 
the clo" to -even million Jew-. living in 
th Czari,.t empir . The pe1 :;ecuti n • hr 
the Gov ,rnn11:n ,, ere inc re :;ing and whtll! 
the Jewi..;h peoplt:>, in an attempt at elf­
pre.;ervation. ti O\:e to find a :soluti n, 
~ome th1 oug-h emigra ion at:rO:,. the " a,, 
and other" throu<>h Ha.:-kala ( h ··En­
}:o-h e111nent"1, th large majority of th" 
ma,;,;; ..; , ,muined frozen in the merlieval 
moulJ. f\1 11-.e of u,; who rememher th,• 
,ltft•f, if tht> period prior to th• Fi1·,, 
\Yodd ,\·· r hav a pi1:ture of the ol<l 

traditi0n-bound g·het o way of life whit:h 
had chan.! •d Ii tie ·inc the :'.\Iiddle Age5. 
B,· openin!! a window in thi • anci n 
w~rld Brainin l~t in a ::.cream of fre-.h 
air whil'li .,,timulated a new life and 

n w <'rt>ativi y. 
)[any 'lrn1plai11 .; are heing levell d cur-

rc-11 ly ag-ain--t the Ha,.,kala an,I ~· inst 
Eur·•)P' on the ~1·01111d that they und r­
mined t lw founda ion, of l'l\llitional -h•w­
i,,;h l,f ... and e>xpo:-ed it to tht' 1b11~er.s 
of a,.; ... ;jmilati•rn. Ilut it must hl' cl •·u· to 
all ~hat_ tho:c-c t:irdt·: "hid1 , till (·ling '•) 
the ideal of p1·c:-erYi11g- the wholen -"~ , th• 

totality of the Jewi,-h tiadition, I· ek 
ima~ina ion; ebe tlwy , • uld a;-;k them­
~elves, wh!'re would the J ws of th• 
w rlJ he today wcr it n t for the Ha,;­
kala and the l'l'Ullluling- of th olu Ill >dil'\" 1 
walls whit:h :urrounded and i:-o!at <l Jew­
i-=h life in all i " f rm!':? Intell ctually 
W\! , . uh.I all ,till be where th o- ntlo;!­

men of the . • eturei Kar a are tod,ly. W 
would not have ,, itne:sed the appear• 111: 

up n the ,Jewi ·h ::\..:ene f th vari us 

national and ,.01:ial movement· which • lter­
ed the faL'e of Ea tern European Jewry; 
we would hav today neith r the rn d rn 
Hebr w nor the m <lern Yiddi ·h lit 1-- -

tur ; all of us would ·till believe in and 
wait for the up rnatural Me ,;iah; we 
w uld have no Jewi,h stat . 

Reuben Brainin wa,- a leader in the 
. trugg-Je for the ex Ju- from the rhett• . 
H opened wide for his read 1-- the • l i 

of European cultur and invited lh 
parlak f i and enjoy it. Ther w l'-! 

other: who callee.I and beckone in the 
.ame diredion: Daviu Fri ·hman and Ahau 
Ha'am. rclving up n more than tw gen-
ration, of Ha--kala, piai,-cd and r t: m­

mend d Eur p to th ir read Is. But p 

hap. they :,;pol,e in too lofty a t ne r 
perhap • they aim d t o hi "h- n n i 
th 111 ex rted the per.-u ·ive influ nc 
upon their r a<lers that R uh ,n nr· inin 

did. 
E1ai11in·, Zi(1nism. hi,- H >hrai,.,111, hi-3 

ifor ,., o urin,.. to he att ,ntion f h 

J L'Wi-d1 peoplt> th creative work of th 
lea in~ iigure, in Europ 'an lit 1 • tu,.! 
i hi,.; tim - all that wa motiva t• 1>Y' 

the ,.al\l mood whi\·h :-oug-hl exp, • ..,,...j n 

in the freedom of thou<>-ht, wor<l n l 
UL''tl \\ hi1: h wa, pu,,il,Je only uut:id th 
wall· of tlw ,rhe to. \\"e wh a, c " f· r 
fr 111 tho--e wall· hat we have aim -.t 

f I.!" ,t •11 11,,· h : nfined and impri,011-
ed '"· .:-hould be ,rr aleful for Heu 1 n 
Br·unin, for hi,.; ll g-e ow· rd ft• d in 

anJ for hi - ,: rug-id which <l•lll 11l•d 
11rn11r :;acr·ifi ·e: of him. 
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crhe cAn1erican Zionist Forun1 ........ . 
If You Only Will It Realis111 and Faith 

For111ula For ZOA Action by Rabbi I. l 'sher Kirshblum, 
ZOA Admini ·tratire J'ice•President 

by Harold W. Cannely 
Cl,ainnan, Z0.4 Administrative Comrnillee 

Every Zionist convention i a source 
of in.;;piration for the Zioni ts and 
for the entire Jewi~h community. It 
captures the att ntion of America and 
I -rael. It, draw to it tribune great 

On the ucce of this 65th Annual 
Convention, and it deci ion , depend the 
future welfare of the Zioni t movement 
in America. It re ts on the realization 
that the Zioni t Organization of America 
i the foundation upon which American 
Zioni m exi t . It 1 e t upon the special 
re pon ibilitie of the ZOA for I rael and 
Jewry in the American Jewi h commun­
ity. 

Each Zioni t onvention is called upon 
to write it own chapter in the long and 
stimulating tory of the ZOA. In the Zion­
i t world a it is today, the chapter 
which we are calle<l upon to write in­
volve both trength of organization for 
a wide pread Zioni-t program and a 
mighty creative Hebrew cultural effort. 

,, e know that ·trength mu t be coupled 
with Zioni leader-hip. We must make 
ober and per ·i-tent efforts through 

leader-hip coure to bring young people 
into our rank of leaders. Furthermore, it 
is no ·imple matter to tran~form the 
nature of our Zionist District activity. 
But the tian formation can come through 
a vi.,.orous program in every Zionist Di -
trict. We mu~t be ready to contribute in 
every ~ppropriate way to the building of 

trong, table and revitalized Di~trict . 
Final1y, our cultural orientation mu t 
ba ically re,;t upon the encouragement 
and ::-treng hening of Hebre, •. 

In confr,>11li11g all its unfulfilled 
j<>ctives, i.h~ Zionist Organization 

ob­
of 

ZOA Public Relations 
An l11dispensahle Role 

by David Oppenliei111 
Natioual Executive Council 

The need for a revitalized public rela­
tions department, emphasized by speaker 
after peaker at our TEC meeting in 
May, presents a great deal of food for 
thought at our forthcoming National Con­
vention. It was obviously the con ensu 
of the "grass roots" that our Organiza­
tion's stre s on aliya, project in I rael, 
and education here-though extremely im­
portant-has nc,t the urgent appeal for 
our members that ZOA's militant role 
in the field of public relatitms and infor­
mation had in former year. 

Member are perplexed and marting 
under the relrnif by the White Hou e 
and the State Department in conn ction 
with the 1 ecent I rael- yrian incident 
and the P ... - resolution thereon which our 
Government fathered. 
• This i-, a r v aling attitude which 

lend added uro-ency to the need for 
i.dopting and impl menting the resolution 
proposed by the Long Island Zioni ·t Re­
g ion at the F brua1y meeting of the 
'EC-the re;;olution which memorialized 

the ZO to r activate a vibrant public 
relations department. 

The recent effo1 t in that direction by 
the Executive Director are to be applaud­
ed, but sporadic activity in times of 
special tre~s not ~ufiicient. We mu t 

Give to the 
UJA 

America would do w 11 to define them. 
These are r.ot th same objectives which 
confronteci v s at the time the State was 
created. Th~ a_ umption that American 
foreign policy would continue to be fa­
vorable to ... rnrds Israel is seemingly il­
lusory. In American Jewish life, there are 
individual Zionist. who play an impor­
tant role. But what i lacking is the cor­
porate for~::? which existed at Statehood. 
American Zionism, our ZOA, must once 
again become the leading force in Amer­
ican Jewry. 1Tew leadership must be 
drawn into our work from among the 
young people who are entering the Jew­
j h community scene, trained and edu­
cated by i.,s. Our tru<:ture nn1 t be so 
revitalized :rnd reorganized as to enable 
u<; to embark upon a major program for 
.Zionist re urgence. 

tate. men. It ri e to very lofty height . 
Yet we mu t concede that when it is all 
over often it ha failed to add to our 
inner strength. 

It seem to me that we should devote 
a goodly part of our convention to tock­
takino- and allow more time for our dele­
gates to pour out their heart in a frank 
di cu~ ion. Why leave thi- task to inimi­
cal forces who an wer for u with uch 
glee, "Their bone are dried up, and their 
hope i. lost." It i high time that we 
our,,,eJ.ve a k the que tion, "I - there a 
need for the ZOA?" and after a thorough 
analysi produce a forthright an · wer. 

It is important that our present mem­
bers, and tho ·e who have fallen by the 
way,-ide <=ince the c1eation of Mcdi11at 

There is a gr at potential re~erve for ls1·ad, recognize that there i - still a great 
Zionism in America. At this 65th Annual need for Zionism in America. ~ Tone o( 
Convention of the Zionist Oro-anization them would di pute the fact that the 
of America, we can realize a great his- American Zioni ·ts have helped immeasur­
toric task; we can help build up the Jew- ably in the creation of the State. It i • 
ish State under exceptionally difficult they who were I·rael's greatest allie . 
condition- ~nd olve the problems con- ~o one can deny that at pre·ent the State 
f1onting the Jewi:-h People in the Diaspora is far from being o secme a to need no 
that are without parallel, at least at the more help from the Americ:an Zioni. t . 
present time. With thi • fynthe i of hard :\Iueh can b2 aid for the role that we 
realism regarding the pre ent and firm Zionis t · must till play in olving the 
faith in the future, th Zionist Organiza- problem of Jewi.;;h homeles,-ne.;;s, in re­
i.ion of A•1H riul <·an fulfill it!'. historic huilding the life arouncl I,-rael. prnmotin~ 
Jlli-s:-.ion and implement it unique fu

71 c-= .- . ·~ a n 1 d {cbraizing he American J e"·-

tions on the American Jcwi:;h scene. ish c:ommunity. 

operate on a f:ystematic and adequate 
day-in, day-out basi . The enemies of 
I·rael and of Zioninn toil ceasele sly, 
and we mu~t be p1 pared for the times 
ahead. 

There need be n) conflict or duplication 
of activity; we could well work separately 
yet in harmony with exi ting groups. 
~aturally, thC'1 e are Lound of propriety; 
but there is plenty of room in permissible 
areas in which ZOA long played an in­
dispensable and irreplaceable role. 

·we must readdress ourselves plan­
fully and with utmost vigor to di semin­
ating the facts to our member::-hip an:l 
to the American public at large. Regard­
less of whether the average Senator or 
Congres man, the White Hou e or State 
Department official personally reads all 
our communications on any subject, he 
is made aware of them in one way or 
another. Certainly, a ce _ation or a re­
duction f public relation activity does 
not go unnoticed. I recall a conversation 
I had wilh :c> 0110-rec: man who did not 
seem partic·u h:rly intere ted in Zionism, 
but who ~urpric:ed me by a king why he 
hadn't been re iving communications in 
our field in r cenl months. 

" ·e must again build up a unit mem­
ber, hip cf at lea t 150 000-200,000. This 
would enable our voic lo be heard where 
it counts. We cannot rely c:imply on the 
goodwill and c,cca ional favorable e ·­
pressions of a few fair-minded Congre · s­
men. "\\'e muc:t cultivate unde1standing 
of our cau-e on a far broader and more 
intensive ba is. And if, a~ was indicated 
at our . 'EC meeting, , e do n t have the 
funds requfred for the g ·eat task that 
is involved, then perhaps it i • time that 
we tran !erred our I rael p1o·eds to the 
Israel Gove1 nment. ,v e could then chan­
nel our funds and efforts in the direction 
where 1.1:c think it will do the most good 
for -the ultimate urvival of I rael. If 
this be heresy, it is, I submit, in a 
worthy cause. 

Some will que tion our ability to ful­
fill these ta:ks ·while others will deny 
our right to do o. But there i~ one field 
in which we can play a singular and mo t 
effective role and that i - in the area of 
public relation . Rather than doubt the 
r..eed for a ZOA we ought to have the 
coura"e to eriou · ly question the nece -
sity for the continued existence of tho e 
organizations to whom we have consigned 
this role which can be o effectively 
played only by u if given the opportunity 
to do o. Every time a crisis ari es about 
I rael, whether through a statement of 
our own State Department or through a 
resolution of the United ... Tation , our 
members clamor !or action. It is mo_ t 
fru trating to have to answer them each 
time that we mu t keep our hand off 
thi field. By re-engaging directly, anil 
not through emi saries, in the field of 
public relations we can very easily regain 
our numerical strength and our lo:;t pre -
tige. 

There I another great problem which 
v xe- the ZOA. By and large the n w 
generation, the American youth, i - mi ·s­
ing from our Di -trict and Regionc::. 
There are _ome Region ,Yhich are head­
ed by out-tanding young men. But hey 
a1e, alas, too few in number. ,Ye mu:-t 
make a trenuou effort to mobilize the 
youth into our movement. "·e must groom 
them for future leader -hi p and allow them 
to play a more active par on the national 
~cene. Youth doe not like to sit idly by 
and watch from the ideline-. Zioni m i 
a movement which can kindle their imagi­
nation and exerci · e heir -en-;e of creativi­
ty. We mu t devise the means by whic:h 
to a ltract them to us. 

There is much life and vitali y left in 
the Zionist Organization of America. Any­
one who has traveled exten- ively on be­
half of our organization can tell you that 
the Zioni t spark can ea ily be blown into 
a flame. It is not the critics from without 
who are killing off our organization but 
those among us who suffer from suicidal 

t ndencies. Some blame the Prime :\lini -
ter of J;:rael for hastening our death. I 
get the feeling that by hi con tant bar­
rage of critici ~m, rebuke and death pro­
nouncement he actually proclaim- the 
:-:trong life that till exists within our Zion­
i,t body. We are not that de perately ill 
a. to require a shinui hashem-a change 
of or an addition to our present name. 
Let u not de troy our faith, hatter our 
courage and lose our hope in our future. 

A voice is heard from Zion, I Ill ti rzu 
tichyu-If you only will it you will liv ! 

Zionism and the JNF 
·by Jacob Tsur· 

C/111111 •• ]NF Board of Director 

The Jewish National Fun<l always p1id­
ed itself on the fact that it i. a popular 
fund and that it collected pennie from 
many Jews. Very great value attached to 
the facl that a Jewish tailor was . paring 
in his food in order to contribute a few 
pennies to the J,. F. The ituation is dif­
ferent now when a wealthy Jew nmnin~ 
an expen ive car and the owner of va5t 
enteqnise. also contribute only a few 
pennie to the J ewi h ational Fund. Thi 
is no partnership in the upbuilding n­
te1 pri e of this country. This i m re 
.:harity and in the Zioni . t Movement ther 
is no room for cliarity. 

~\nother proLlem is tliat the ac thitit 
on behalf of the Fund do not tH:<:up y 

their proper place in the gen ral Jewish 
public work in every country. A ,-ituation 
ha been created where Zioni · m mu. t cl -
fend it elf against those who expre 
doubt as to its necessity, an<l the Jewish 
. Tational Fund must defend itself against 
the Zioni t Organization. The Zioni t Or­
ganization in every country mu t shoulder 
1·e<=ponsibility for the activitie of the na­
tional funds, for regular and !"y,-tematic 
work, and hould not limit it elf to grant­
ing offices in accordance with the party 
key. 

"\\~ e are hoping for the day when the 
J. ·F will be able to finance all iL activi­
ties and expenditures from it own in­
come. Today its income amount. to only 
45r c of its budget. Throughout the world 
the J. 'F collects the sum of 6 million, 
becau_e it is limited in the raiidng of mon­
ey. Only recently ha there been a depar­
ture for the better in this re pect. o far 
the J. "F activities which are the Zioni"t 

ducational media for the ma. :::es. hav 
been limited. S. Jewry contribute. only 
.. Z.5 million to the JNF, v.·hile the remain­
ing . :3.5 million comes from oth r coun­
tries. 

Far be it from me to want to comp t 
,, ith the Keren Hay od or th "Cnit d 
Jewish Appeal. There i n d for coordi­
nation of activity of all in:;titutiom: nd 
funds, but there are field of ac h·ity 
whic:h a1 e particularly tho e of the J~F, 
. uch a for example legaci for the J. ·p. 
In many countries there are peopl who 
hail from Ea tern Europe who have now 
reached the evening of life. The linking of 
their names with certain enterprises in 
thL country may appeal to them. 

Th Zioni t Movement ha for many 
v ars nurtured the Jewi h J. Tational Fund 
; a great financial-Zioni t in trum nt 
which wa able to attract the ma to 
ZionLm, to the practical precepts of up­
building and creation in this country. The 
Zioni t fovement must not now _hirk it 
re pon_ibility for the activitie: of this 
Fund. 
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The Post-Israel Confusion • 
lll Zionism 

The ldeoloo-ical Conf u ion 

For over a decade now, the ideological 
<'onfn ion in Zionism has been r.-rowincr at 
an ever inerea. ing pace. The Prime ::.\Iin­
i ·t0r of T~rae1, confirmed Zioni t~. non­
Zioni:st-; :rntl anti-Zioni ts clamor for the 
li<1uida ion of the Zioni~t Organization. 
'fh<'Y claim 1hat Herzl' movement and or­
p:hnizntio'l lrnve fulfilled their mi::: ion. 
and there L no long-er any need or justifi­
cation for 11eir exi tence. 

What a~gravatc~ the confu ~ion i· the 
f:1et that even the "patriots'' of the WZO 
( \Yorlcl Zionist Organization ), ... ,,ho ad­
vncate it continuous existence, appear 
utterly incapable of formulating a new 
and po. itiv0 program for Zionism which 
would lenv~ no doubts as to the viability 
of the "\YZO and would be meaningful 
enough to attract the young genera ion. 

A· matter~ stand today, the WZO pat­
Ti{,t' are very much on the defen ive. 
They read the writing on the wall and 
they are de~perate. They are ready to ac­
cep any and all interpretations of "Xeo­
Zioni m,'' however meaningle s or inade­
quat , provided the opponent would, in 
<'Xchan{re, <:ondone the existence of the 
wzo. 

The pro .ao-oni ts of the \VZO are amen­
:ible to the reduction of Zionism to th 
sta u. of an agency whose only aim::; 
and functions ·would be the fostering of 

liya to Israel and the dis emination of 
the Hcb:-ew language and culture. It i 
my gue • that they would accept even 
l<' , than that in exchange for a formal 
pledge from Mr. Ben-Gurion that hence­
forth he would "let sleeping dog lie.'' 

Were thic, writer to subscribe to thi· 
conception of Zionism, he would have 
unhe~itatingly joined hand· with }fr. Ben­
Gurion and r•ll those who claim that Zion­
fam ha,. no longer a rai · on d'etre. en ­
tm1<·nu l n! tachm <>nt of olJ Z io ni ,;1,, i 

Herzl',; inheritance or vesled intere sts 
o[ Zioni::;t parties and fuctionariC'. o 
nut provide justification for the WZO's 
exislenc2. Herzl's organization has the 
rit:ht to exist, to grow and to play also 
in fop future a great role in Jewish life 
- in I rnel, no less than throughout the 
1rorld-oni:r if it ha a po itive mis ·ion 
to fulfill. Doe· it have such a mh;ion? 

"I raeli m ., and Zioni m 

There can be no 1·ight an wer o this 
question "ithout a searchino- inquiry in­
to the pa · t. When, how and why did the 
decline in Zionism start? r~ ::.\Ir. Ben­
Gm·ion'- ide,,. of equating Zioni m with 
l::;ra lbm founded on historical truth 
and on a correct interpretation of Zion­
i t ideology? 

7.ioni m and "I raeli m" ar not and 
n ver w1::re synonymou , either formally 
or in actual fact. At no time in the hi tory 
of Zioni.:111, was Pale tinian Je·wry the 
pr dominant element. It wa not ev n 
a leading element in the making of 
Zwni,.;t hi tory. Thi i~ equally true about 
the dev"lopment of Zioni t thought and 
ideology, about the political fight for the 
achievement of the goal of Zioni~m and 
the recog-nition of Jewi:sh 1·ights to 
Pale tine by the out i<le world. The only 
two notable exceptions were the Hista­
drut Haovdim and the revival of the He­
brt>w language. These two were di-tinct 
contributions of Pale tinian Jewry. 

L t u look at the most significant 
moment· in Zionist hi tory throughout 
h fifty years which have elap ed be­

tween Ba le, in 1 97, and Lake ucce -, 
in 1947. Jt was Theodor Herzl who cre­
ated modern Jewi h tate~man ·hip. It wa-
"la<limir J.1botinsky who brought about 

the creation of the Jewi h Legion in 
'orld War I. It wa haim W izmann 
' hum Sokolow, Loui D. Brandei and 

their coll agues who negotiated and ob­
tain <l the Balfour Declaration. At the 
P ace · nference in Ver aille , it was 
\Veizmann, U si hkin, and other non­
P · le ·linian Zionists who repre~en ed he 
J er i h people. The famous letter of King 

by Elialut Ben-Horin 

Feisal, Jl1edrring Arab cooperation with 
Zionism, wa. addre serl to Felix Frank­
furter. At the fateful ses ·ion of the 
United "ations at Lake Succe s, it was 
Abba Hillel Silver who presented the 
J cwish cas "· 

These significant farts from Zioni:;t 
1-istory are cited here not in order to 
deny to th~ Pale~tine Yishuv it enor­
mous share in the credit, or to belittle its 
role in the achievement o( Zioni t aim . 
,vithout C1e reality of a Jewish Yi huv 
in Palestine, its pioneering spirit, its 
sacrifices and perseverance. the Jewi h 
State coul•J never have come into being. 
The Yi huv wa::: the indispensable foun­
dation for all Zioni,.;t work and for it· 
ultimate triumph. 

Yet it is undeniable fact that every new 
idea and major plan formulated through­
out the most critical years invariably 
originated out ·ide Palestine: The Jew~ 
i ·h Legion (Jabotinsky), Het·halutz 
(Trumpeldor), Mass immigration ( Tord­
au), Private capital (Brandeis), ''Seventh 
Dominion'' ('\'edgewood), Enlarg-ed Jew­
lti h Ag':!ncy ("\-eizmann}, Evacuation 
(Jabotin::,ky). Aliya Beth (Jabotinsl,y). 
And even after the establishment of the 
State of I -;rael: Indemnification agree­
ment with Germany (Goldmann). 

Once aga ;n, without the reality of the 
Yi ·huv, none of these ideas and plans 
could hav" ever been formulated, let 
alone carrieci to fruition. But there is 
n getting- away from the fact that the 
Yishuv has hardly ever produced any 
major po1ilical idea or thought. Thi i 
the more !)Uzzling-, when we remember 
that the s2.me Yi ·huv was a claring in­
nova tor in creating new social forms of 
life and sociC'ty. Yet, in the field of Zion­
it · political thought, it appeared to 
have Jo·t aJ1 it daring and construc­
tive imagination. \Vhere i the answer to 
thi l>l1U1° ·? 

1:-; th eYplanation to be founJ in the 
Y1:;lrnv':3 n:inow political horizon ? In 
its provincial outlook? Or in its fan­
ta tic egc-centrism? If so, these traits 
·were fully inherited from the Yi huv by 
the soverei 0 ·n State of Israel. 

State and Diaspora 

Since "Israeli m" and Zionism were 
not mear.t to be synonymous, Zionism 
never expected the future Jewish State 
to ab orb the Jewish people in its en­
tirety. 'ot even the wilde~t fan ta t 
con~idered thi • f ea ible. It was taken for 
granted that a part of the Jewish people 
would continue to live in the Dia pora 
after th~ .Jewish Stale will have been 
e:stabli hed. 

For purely phy~ical rea on , , the part 
living out·idc of the Jewi h State would 
indeed be the majority of the Jewi h 
people. The 0 -reate t optimi · ts a to 
Palestine's ab orptive capacity never 
went beyonrl the 4.-5 million figure. As 
at that time, there were about 17 mil­
lion Jews i 11 the world, 70 percent of 
them wer"' l1 priori "condemned" to live 
outside or the future '•Juden taat"-even 
if all of them were willing and ready 
to pack u1: and go. 

Was there ever a sugge tion that Zion­
i·m tum it~ back on that majority of the 
J wi·h people who were destined io re­
main forever non-citizen of the future 
J ewi h tate? Of course not. 

\Ya ther':! ever a ugge tion that Zion­
i ·m 1·e·trict it· propaganda, enrollment 
of member::hip, etc. only to the potential 
citizen of the Jevd ·h tate 7 Of course 
not. 

\Va it ever required of applicants 
for meml.ership in the WZO to ign a 
''dedaration cf intention'' to eltle in the 
future Jewish tat 7 Of cour · e not. 

ll that was required of applicant~ was 
to pay a hekcl and endor e the Ba ·le 
I•r gram. It wa~ on this basi~ that the 
Zi nist movement-including the vari u 
Zioni ·t Parti ::;- was trying to •zionize'' 
every Jew in the w rld, whe1ever he 
liveJ at th:> time and whatever his in-

dividual plans might have been with re­
gard to the future. At that time, neither 
Mr. Ben-Gorion nor anyone else had dared 
to pre ent to the Jew.:: any qualifying­
conditions for th 0 ir affiliation with the 
Zionist movPment. 

There was absolutely no . ubtcrfug-e or 
comnromi~e in lhi idcolo~ic~l conrent 
of Zionist membership. For il wa ab­
undantly dear that tho;,e Zionists who 
chose-or were forced by circumstanre~­
to remain in the Galut, were bound to be 
greatly affected by the existence of a 
Jewish St~1l.:-. 'I heir lives, their status in 
the world, their cu ltu ra 1 in tere. t~, the 
education oi their children, their rela­
tions \Yil h the non-Jews among whom 
they liv", ~ould not be the same as before 
the creation of the Jewi,.;h State. All 
this ,vas clearly envi aged in 
theory, ancl, in fact, it came 
since l\Iay, 194S. 

Zioni t 
to pa s 

All Zionists, therefore, had a person'\l 
stake in th" attainment of the Zionist 
ideal, reg-ardless of whether a given Zion­
i.,:t intenJcd to settle in the Jewi h State. 
Zioni~m-fol!-blooded, Herzlian, political 
Zioni m-meant, of course, much mo1·e 
than buying a hekel, voting in Con­
gress elections, or belonging to one of the 
Zioni:t Pai-tie . . It meant a complete re­
volution in one'• thinking', an adherence 
to Jewi ·h 1wtionalism, and both an in­
te11ectual :ind emotional revolution, deep­
iy affec t ing- the course of one's life, out­
h~k and interests. Once ag:ain, when 
Jews w(->r called upon to make this re­
volution ia theii· live , no condition wa 
attached to that call regarding future 
emigration to the Jewish State. 

In plain honesty, therefore, not only 
hns l\Ir. B-·n-Gurion no right to demand 
o( Zioni t • to :-:ct le in I ·rael or to dis­
qualify D :. · pora Zwni ,; m a :< • whole, but 
i j,- a n at l n f m<'r,t a l cri1t>ll~ on his pa rt 

come that fate in th day and tell 
all the n,1n-L-raeli Zioni·ts that t..hey may 
as well forget the revolution they made 
in their lives-for in the eye~ of Israel 
or of its Prime Minister they do no 
longer qualify a Zionists. 

The Beginning of the Great 
Confusion 

The g-reat confusion in Zionist minds, 
resulting in a progressive deterioration 

oI Zionism and of the WZO, started with 
the State of Israel. Almost overnig-ht, 
as oort as ye terday' , Yishuv became to­
day's overeign tate, there developed an 
attitude tc:\Yard~ Zionism which was a 
combination of contempt, impatience, 
s~ig-ht and di ·paragement. While Prime 
Minister Ben-Gurion wa one of the very 
few who on many occa ions openly voiced 
that contempt, lesser luminaries or the 
State of 1~rael gave expression to the 
same a tlitnde in their day-to-day actions 
and practires. 

There 1~ no my:,:tery about tl,e inner­
political consiJerations whieh motivated 
the downgrading of the WZO by I -rael'~ 
leadership. The l\Iapai and the Histadrut 
hRve since long commanded a soli1l pre­
ponderanct! in the Yishuv, and later al o 
in the State. At the World Zioni t Con­
g-resses, however, they were a minority. 
To gain asC'\'ndancy in world Zionism and 
to maintain it. the Labor movement in 
Israel neede1l the . upport of Zionist par­
tic5 and groups in the Diaspora. 

For lhe Palestinian Jews, who deep 
fo their heart.;.; have all along consider­
~J the non-Palestinians as second-rate 
Zionists, thi,:; dependence on the latter'· 
~upport wa::- very irk ·ome. In the pre­
L rael era , however, this dependence 
went much further than votes at th 
Zionist Congre:<s. Without Zio 1ist up­
port in evF-ry :field of endeavor, the Ybhuv 
would hav,, been lost. The 'bad'' the1·efore 
had to be taken with the " 00 ood.'' For 
there wa:; nu way of denying world Zion­
ism status and influence, while r •tain­
ing its badly nee,Je<l help. 

In the PYE$ of the J:sraeli •. thi,., tale 
of affairs and this relation of forc es had 
c:1ianged with the establi ·hment of sov­
e!·eig·n hrnel. In the y0ars im:netliatcly 
1>r<'.'r drng- 101 . th<' fig-ht f or th<' .lP \,i ·h 
Stat 1c h a d C!'jo y cd ui. iv r :c:al ,T<·v. i,;h ·11p­
port. Thl.' el"'lhu,.;ia .- m qr HI ,ed by tl ie fol'­

mal1on of till' Jpw1sh Stale has been also 
univer ally Jewish. In the great excite­
ment of tho e days, it wa::- ea:,;y to over­
look two most important facts: 

1 - This all-Jewi ·h backing and en­
thusia · m did not come by them­
selv0l':. They were skilfully culti­
vated , mobilized and marshalled 
by the Zioni ·t movement and i 

(Conti1wed on page 5) 
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THE PRESIDENT'S 
COLUMN 

---(Co11ti1111ed Jro111 I'agc 1 )---

artment head._ of the J ewi~h Agen­
cy "('r hrou<• ht horn in their full 
imp rt to the lllor th~1n one hundred 
delegate: tu the . \ ·tinn;-; ommittee a.,.;­
. eml,1 d in J eru:-.alem from all parts of 
the Dia .... 1 <1ra. 

r The trra:-.urer oi the J ewi:-h . \gen­
e-_ · . . \ rieh T .<lllis Pinctt~, in hi-:; rep( ,rt 
,,nwzed the a:-:-tmblcwe wlten he :-lated 
tlwt th , ,,utlay ior immigration i(lr thr 
:fi.,t·:d _,·ear of 1 lJ(i2-(i3 "ill amount to 
fpur hundred milli<t11 I. rael P<Jt1nd:-. and 
m,1y ha,·e to be increa-:;ed by at lea ... 
h\ent_,· peiTent ii the i111mi<rrati1>11 hit.._ 
• n :1ccelerated pace. 

This i: 11\· iar the greate:-t ln1dgrt 
Yer ;1dopted I,>· the J e\\'i:-h Agen ·y, 

l,ut it i • )l]C dictated hy the e.,tra-
,rdinary conditi ns throughout the 

Jewi:-h world \\'hich nee ,:-itate cxtra­
nlinan· mea;-.11res tn re:-.ct1e large 

n1a,:-e:- of J ('\\: fleein~ irom land · oi 
i n , i 1 i . • ·1 11rl , , ) Jl r .... ,i1111 

1·1. l>r . . · .:d111111 <:,,ld111;1nn. l'n .... i­
<1t-nt of the \ \ "orld Zioni:-t >rganiza­
ti<,n. in hi~ 01 ening addre:- • placed into 
a worldwid context th extreme urgen­
cy o[ the ta--lc conirontinrr the Zioni::-t 
:Mm·em nt in c ping with the pr(lblem 
of Je,,·i ..... h in:-e ·urity and J ewi:-.h fliO'ht 
frnm ma1w cotmtrie · th world m ·er. 
''Th r are,'' he I inte l out, "many 
C<,untri - in th w rid wh re their in­
krnal -.ocial I rol lems are un~oh·ed and 
, h r • an ohj ctiYely explo~i\·e and 

pr<'-r ,,. ,Inti nary !-ituation ~)re,·ails. 
\\'heneYer thi • e:--plo~i,·e ~ituati n 
ernph th 1 osition of th J ,,·i ..... h com­
mun1t1e in tho::- ountrie is threat-

m:<l (,r ruined. Th cla~:-.ic example i • 
Ca-.tn,· uha ,,here a flouri:-hing Jew­
i:-h cum1mmit_v wa: ruined OY rnir,ht, 
nftt 1> ·cau--e uf anti-, 111itic tendencie · 
,f the a:-tr·1 re«illle hut hecau:-e uf th 
•t(_·ial ren,lution h brmwht ah ut \\'hich 

dt·:-t n ,n·<l the middle cla ..... s and aiiect­
d the J ewi,h cn111111u11ity m<tre t ,talk 
,t.-rhap • than any other part r,f th 

Cu1ian I opularion. 

Dr. C 1ld111an11 added: '·It is g neral­
y a yery int re:-.ting ieature uf th J e,,·­

i~h p<•:-ition in the wt rid t11clay that 
·herta!'> in th pa--t centurie:- nw .... t T t,,·s 

in the wurl<l helrn1ged to the 'ha ,·e­
wt--' and \\'er th rei1>re naturalh· allied 
, ith th oppn.'!'>" d and reyulutionar_v 

f,,rre,. Je\\ i:-h cnmmunities today m1 ►,t­

,y ltel,,n~ to th 'haY . • an<l to th 
pn, .... p(' n,u.;;; middle or upp r da-..-. -.oci-
ty and are th reiore threatened 1,y any 

_,,cial uph a,·al.·' 

l'Il. Thi.;;; new plight f,f the Je,, i-..h 
ma--~e:-. it wa:-. ielt, i1111 n <:S additional 
,hli.,atir111 up n th Zi ,ni .... t ~ r m·ement 
hr u •h0ut th ,r r1 l. ~ - t ,nh· nm,t 

t 1 Zi ,ni::.t ;\{ yement ~t p up it · ef­
i ,rt , mat rial and m ral, on l half uf 
h upru ted J ewi:-.h crn11nnm1t1e.' , 
-riu~ing as many of them il.,le 
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tt a :c:afe haYen in hra{'I, hut the )T " -
nwnt find:- ibelf undt-r the nece:-:-.ity 
,,i :-boring- up J C\\·i-.h life in th roun­
t,·ie:-. oi the iree \\·orlcl "hc·r the threat 
c,f a -.-.imilat i"'1 is not 1(- .... : i(lnniclahlc 
I I • ·11 l 1·riricpos1-t 1a11 t 1a l ot p< ,::-.,, > e , 1:- . <, 

ti<,n. 

Jc,, j...,Ji <·dw:ati nn in y;tri( 111: coun­
tri<:: of the " ·mld 1h11" liecumes the 
c<:ntral C(llll'Crn of the 7.i,,ni:-t ~r OYC­

ment in ih endeaYnr tu -..ecure the . ur­
,·ind of the fe"·i:-h people. Jt is im­
portant in th(._ ccmneetirn1 to point up 
thr fact that due to th nornH>U.' I res­
. ure of the current J e\\'i:-h plight Jew­
i"h education is recei,·ing but a pittance 
in compari~nn \\'ith :-t1111:-- expended on 
immigrati 11 and ah ..... orption. Thus, 
\\·hile immigration accnunt: iur 37.5 
1 ercent of the total budaet of the J ~w­
i:-h . <re1K\' and the co:-t oi al,:-orpt1on 
amounts t • ~2%, the outlay ior J ewi::.h 
education i~ no more than 6% of the to­
tal expen liture of the J t,Yi:-h Agency. 

r· rr T. Thi.- disproportinn of fund-, 
and intere ..... t a.;;; it affects J c"·i .... h educa­
tion j_.... partially detrimental to the deY­
elopment ni thr Zioni:-.t ~r oyement in 
the rnited . ·rates. Deltg, tc:-. felt it and 

0111e gaye utterance to their di:-.sati:-.iac­
ti<,11. I ior 11nc tnok the npp )rtunity 
tn yoice my own chagrin and that of 
the Zi()ni:-.l Organization ui .\merica at 
the lack of leader:-hip \\'hich is at the 
fU()t oi all that ails . \rncrican J e,n-y 
and "hich j.., largtly rbp011-..ible for 
the planles:-.IH':-s an<l i11\·erted -;cale of 
yaJues that preYail 1111 th .-\m rican 
J ·wi:-h ~ ·ene. 

''The cri:-i.._ in the Zi()ni:-t ':\f oYement 
and in .\merican _lc\\'ry <,f ,, hirh th re 
ha . been so much talk her ," I puint cl 
out, "i:- primarily a cri:-.i~ nf leader:-.hip. 
.. \rnerican Tc\\n· a:- , ·ell a-; the .\mer-
11.a n 1/.i, ,n i :--t -I o, <·nwnt 1, l(:adt-1·1 · -..s 

\ itl111t1t lt·,1d<•r,hip \\ <. l·,111n11t < , 11<-·Ct 
to ,, i11 the b.:. ttlc again,t chao:; an l 
irre:-p011:-ihilit_,· in our J t\\ i:-.h ]if and 
thi • o-oe • not nly ior our organiza­
tional set-up hut als ior th 7.ioni:-t 
~ituation in the ·cnited .'tate:-. Both 
the Pre~ide11t. • Conferenc and th 
. \merican Zioni~t ouncil will ha Ye to 
mak room f r a trnh- eii cti,·e central 
organization if . me~ican Jewry and 
A111e1-ican Zi 11i~m ar to enjoy the 
h neiit • of authoritati re and iar-:-ighte<l 
leader:-hip .• , 

lX. It is notrwortln· that fur a chanc,e 
the critici:-m leYell d ·at . \m ·rit.::111 Jew­
n· came from American:-- ancl not a · 
h~fore irum deleo-ate: hailing from Ts­
rael and ther c untries. "ho:- knmd­
e lge of .\meriran con<liti1111~ i deri,·­
ed principally from ne,y,paper rrpurt • 
or brief Yi:-its to th 1...· 11itecl • tate~. 
Tim wa \\'hen mo~t of the di-.cu--­
~1 n, uf the Zi1111i~t .\c1io1h C11111rnitte 
rang " ·ith denunciation.;;; ,f . \merican 
Tt•\\'f\' and . \merican Zi<ini .... rn for all 
~in: ~ii umi, .... i1111 and co111111i,:-ion- 111n,t­
h· iur the failure to pr11,·ide a large aliya. 
'i·hat tim • j.., oune: , hat •\'(•r ..;tricture:­
,n.·r ai1J1e<l at . \m rican J c\\·ry and 
.\merican 1/.i(l11i .... m came fn,111 "ithin 
. \merica11 h ·\,·n· an l . \nwric,111 7.inn­
i-.111 and 11:,t ir;,111 the out .... icle. It "~l"i 

a 11111 ..... t ,,·tk11111e chang<'. 

.Y. . \nother wekPlllC change wa, 
the hn:·,·it,· of the di .... cu--:-inn-- . \\"hile 
thr o-caile<l ''( ~t:neral D at · ,till 
pre,aile<l, a di,tinc <k,ir • tu cut t_m­
nt.-rt ....... an· talk :,ml to pn, ·eccl tn art11,11 

\\ a: mai1iie,t. The <li,cu ... :-i, ,11, g-eneral­
h· \\ ' t • n · (111 a high 1e, t-1. 

. • T. Of cnur--('. lw di--ct1,~ion , \\'(lt11<l 

1111t ha,·e hen c,,mplue \,ithc-,n a c1 •n­
tron·r-..~· prnjedt-(l hy 1ht l1 ri111e :\Tin­
i--ter ,,f Tsra l na, id Ht n-< ;uri,,n. 

·\ln:a<ly heiur the , I •t:JJiJJ" c, • the 

!Ill 

by ~lalkah Raym i~ t 

• The hanging f Eichmann was ju-:.t 
a . uneventful a hi . abduc:tion and trial 
were ron,-pieuou:- and full of ten · ion. The 
1·ejeetion of hi;: appeal b~· Pre · ident Ben­
Zvi wa of cour:- a foregone conclu · ion. 
But someho\\· it wa<s a ,:trang-e feeling to 
open the morning paper and read that he 
·wa already hanged a day after :.he ap­
peal was denied. Hi,: trial dragged on ;.:o 
long that it beeam almo,:t a part of the 
c:ountry' ]if . And then ,mddenly-fu1l 
"top: ~ To more Eic:hmann. 

The eYent wa-; of cour,:e reported in 
l,anner lines all over the globe. The 
world pre prai ed once more the effici­
ency of the Israel police and the .scrupu­
lou fairne and e:orreclnc . of the trial. 
There were four new. papermen pre,,.ent 
at the hanging, two J.;raeli;- and two for­
eign corre pondenL, of whom one wa • 
German. Eichmann, although denying that 
he belonged to any Chur<.:h and his b liefs 
in Christ, used the ~ Tazi formula to de-
cribe himself as a "belie\·er"-Gottgld.1(­

biger. He died unrepenting . 

There wa . a . trang:e .sen..;e, a, of relax­
ing of tension, a·lJ o,·er t.he country. One 
actually drew a :::igh of relief. 

• I Tael has now a population already 
:'lig-htly over two million. The tw mil­
lionth imrnig!'ant anivc•d in ~[ay. ince 
then more immigrants have aniveJ and 
of cour1-e ther ha l,een a number of 
birth,·. 

• An editorial pul,li.sh <l recently in 
''El Jihad," an Arabic daily publi hed in 
the Old City of Jeru,;alem, in Jordan, 
voiced the following- critic:ism of Arab 
delegates at the United Xation - : "The 
Arab delegate are a lazy, good-for-noth­
ing bunch; they har<llr ver attend meet­
rng,, of the United . 'ations, do not even 
meet among themselve, to discu::.: Arab 
problem · and to t·n<1nlinate their 't' ffor t,;. 

Action: Committee -,e:-s10ns. ;\ r r. B n­
Gurinn aimed hi: arrows again:-.t Dr. 
. • ahum Goldmann, charging him in a 
letter to ~r r .. ·harett, Chair111an of the 
J ewi!',h :\o-ency, with meddling in I-­
rael diplomacy Ly h lding cotn-er:--a­
tions with Am rican and ther ~tate:­
men and hio-h o-oyernm nt official · on 
matter· that concern the citizen · and 
the .'tate of hrael. 

To make th relation . hetwe n the 
head of th Stat and of the \Yorl<l 
Zioni:-l raanization e,·en \\'l)rse, 
Premier Ben-Ct1rio11 !',ent a letter to the 
Zioni:-t Action. Com111ittee which \\·a • 
read at the c<1ncluding :-e:-.-,ion, ad\'i'­
ino- the Zioni ..... t Organization to chan°e 
its name t ··J wi:-h Organization,·• 
ina,much as the Zioni:-t Oro-:mization 
in hi · , ie\\· f rfeited it: claim to the 
name "Zioni:-t" the 1111,111 ·nt it d ·clared 
it did nnt oliligate t-\ ery Zinni .... t to 
,tttle in T:-rael. .\, e:-.pected, ~r r. Be11-
;uri1111 did not haw: t J wait long ior 

an an--\\·er ir(lm the Zi{1ni--t h:ader­
-.hip. It came irPm Dr. lioldrnann. ~fr. 
,·harett, and a m1111b·r <•f other <li•,ni­
tari<:s in the Zioni--t :\f 1 ,yement. 

Dr. Gol<l111a1111, in <•}lt:ni,w the . \ni<111 
u111111ittec .'e:-:-i,,n: dtiendecl hi right 

to Cllni · r "ith p<,litical iig11r<:.;;; nn m at­
ter., of conctrn to the Zi1111i .... t ~l1we-
111e11t a11,l th Je"'i,h pe(lple. 1 fe wa-. 
11111r ' < ,ut .... p<tkt"n in hi-. n·ply to the 
letter o f T ,rael': I 'rime ~[ ini--ter at the 
cuncluding- ,e ........ i< ,11 1,f the . \ct ion-; 0111-
mit tec . . peaking- qui tly. hough "ith 
<' Yident n • .... tra int 1 ,f hi · (•motion , h 
made i11ur n :j1 ,in<l<:r tu tlw charge uf 
~lr. nen-< ~uri<,n : 

• The Zi1,11i .... t .. f,,yc·ment ne,·er 
oltlig;1tul th 7,i, ,ni-..1:-- t< --tttl • in the 
J ewiJ1 II ,mt:lalHL Thi:-, \\, . 1111 <11111 

ThE-y r,1 only interested in killin~ tim 
rn the nwst plea,;an wa~•. and when th y 
do rneC't, their com·er,-ation i • u:-cually 
limit d to dirty joke~. 

"In c·ontrast," continue: the Arab pa­
per "the Jewish representati,·e: a 1 con­
tinual.~- activ . ,Yhile the Arab deleg-ate.:: 
;:pend their time at the public loun)!e of 
the l.'~ or in its re ~taurant::., barely 
knowing- eac:h other and having- no con­
tad. with African and Asian delegation.s, 
the Jew,: do everything, go everywhere 
.. nd make fri nd with the delegate . of 
emerl!ing African and A ~ian State,. The 
rernlt of all thi we know well: th 1· a1 

cozens of hraeli experts and echnic-al 
a<lvi:-er:: all over Africa and A,ia, and 
where ar ours? ... " 

• Th "isit of Frank Sinatra to J ... r::i 1 
" ·a:< a heartwarming affair. The c·hann 
of hi.:: per!':onality, hi' sincere de:,.ire to 
help. drew enormou crowds to welcome 
him and to hear him ing. often mere y to 
;, e him. He came here to lay the founda­
tion for the Frank inatra International 
Youth Center in . 'azareth, ancl g-av a 
numlier of performance for the benefit 
of thi:-c in,-titution. He al.::;o ;;ang- to chil­
d1 en, to ~oldier;;, wa • invited by Pre--ident 
Ben-Zvi, and wa generally acclai,11ed by 
the J,qaeli public. 

• In anti<:ipation of g-reater immif!ra­
tion in the cour'-e of thi~ and the follow­
ing year~, th Mini try of Hou:-ing- b~ now 
completing 2,000 hou ing unit per month, 
a building rate unprecedented :-:in<-'e t'he 
e,;tabli-:hmen of the State. 

• A civil aviation ag-reement ha ~ b n 
:oigned with the Ivory Coast. 

• A "mo~t favored nation'' agreem nt 
ha" been ,:igned ·with Cypru . 

• The .. • ear Ea.::;t International Fai 
pen(-d in Tel Av iv on June :i 

ln- th Zioni:-t Orga11izatittn eYt:n 
"hen D,wid Hen-C;urion him .... If "a 
chairman of th 7.ioni--t E:,,ecuti,·e 
an<l }H:ad <>f the Zioni!',t ::\foy ment. 

• Zioni:--t: neYer maintc1in <l that 
they alone hel1 eel t build the J \\'i h 
. tate, ir r. Ben- 1urion. • char 0 e to 
the cuntrary not\\'ith:-tanding. 

• Th Zioni .-.t Organization ha 
n, ,t foiltd. as .. r r. Den-( ;urion char,,­
e<l, to iuliill it - ob)io-atiun to aid in 
th, lmilding of I.....rael under the term 
nf th aureement bet\\ een the 7.i, 111-

i,t Organization and th Gu\"(:- fll­

ment <1f I :-rael. 

• The w<,i-1.;: of httilding I .... r:1el in 
c(l<1peratiun with other eg-mnt · 1,f 
th J "i:-h p<:ople c uld I> greatly 
h1 ·ilitated and aurrmented ii J hn id 
Ben-t ;uri(,n, a-. I-...rael's Pr mi r, 
,,·<,uld ·eek tu -.trength n th Zi,,11-
i--t ~ r ,yement in,t ad oi u .... ing e, r • 

' '1'11< ,rlunity to undermine it. 

In r trll .... !'C'd the la ,t -.e .... -.i1111 , ,f the 
Zi,,ni:-t . \tti(•n · Co111mitte may 1, re­
' ie\\'e I a .111 impro,·cm ·nt ny ·r many 
... , • .._ .... j<,n in the pa:-t. It wa - a iruitiul 
meeting ina. much a ~ it <lra111atiz ·d the 
n1rrtnt de-.perat . Je\\i,h po-..iti11n in the 
,, , ,rl<l. "hich find - it - e. pre .._j, n , ,n 
he une han<l in a larg-el_,· increa-.. ·,1 

Jc" i-..h n1i~ratiPn and, nn th · nther. in 
the uq,:e11t ntre .... ,ity i11r , Y: ,tly in­
crt:i, d iinarn.: ial c,liligati<lll 1111 lw } ,art 
, ,i ", ,rl<l J <'" ry. 

Ji a,, :1rl·nt·,:-, oi he .... r t\\'o phen, 1111ena 
] •t·iwt rat<·.-. t ht- fu1i-..ci11n .... n ·, ni the J \\' 
, ,i tht: \,·r,rl,l tht> a t ,(. --i,,n ,,i tl1e 

1/.i, ,11i-.1 ·11<,n <,1nmnt <' "ii h:l\e 
,, ntu 1 :, ,igni ii ·:mt ch:q ,t ·r in tlw J ri,·­
i-h l i,11 ,n · r, ,,nr tinw--. 
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T
HE gates of Israel are wid 

open to any Jew in search 
of a home. The people and 

Government of I rael are willing­
ly accepting hardship and 

making great sacrifices for the 
ake of ab orbing a maximum 

J wi h immigration. There i no 

question that the Jews of Isra l 
are proportionately doing much 

more to help European and Afri­
can Je~· in the areas of danger 

than the mo t generous J ewi h 
communitie in the world. In thi 
:re pect, the State of Israel de­
s rves our highe t admiration. 

The moment, however, we ap­
proach the area of Israel's politi­
cal relations with world Jewry, 
an entirely different picture un­
folds it elf before our eyes. In 

fact, what we see there is a 
curious and most disturbing para­
dox. In the Middle East, the 

State of Israel is the only faith­

ful1y democratic state. In its re­
lations with the new nations of 
Africa and Asia, Israel provides 
a shining example of a pro­

gre sive society willing to lend 
a helping hand to the le s de-

eloped countries, and do o with­
out any imperialistic designs, 

whether political or economic. On 

the international scene, I rael 
can be trusted to align itself 

ith any liberal cause and for­
ward-looking idea. Within its own 

confine , the democratic way of 
life and of parliamentary govern­
ment is carefully nourished and 

pre erved. But, as we look at 
Israel's attitude towards the 

or!d Zioni t movement and in­
deed towards the non-I raeli 
majority of the J ewish people, 

·e see no ign of that laudable 

faithfulne to the democratic 
id al and democratic proc dur !-. 

"'}iat \"C . C<! ic: 1/ll ljC' •, J.Jp 

arrogance on the J>art o( tn 
,.. .......... u.1. 1 rael, or, to be 

L-~-------E~xaact, on the part of its Prhne 
Hni ter. Inasmuch, howev r, a 

David Ben-Gurion became the 
ymbol, almo t the per ·onifica­

tion of the State of Israel, any­
thing he doe or ay becomes 
the re ponsibility of the govern­

ment as a whole. 
The widely publicized inci<l nt, 

fo May of thi year, between 
Prime Mini ·ter Ben-Gurion and 

Between 

Dr. ~ 1 a hum Goldmann, president 

of the World Zioni t Organiza­
tion, has highlighted the steadily 
growing cri is in the political 

r lations between the State of 
Israel, on the one hand, and 
world Zionism and world J wry, 

on the other. 
The Prime :\Iini ter of Israel 

did not hesitate to publicly ad­
mini ter a rebuke to the Presi­
dent of the World Zionist Or­
ganization, who is also the 

President of the World Jewish 
Congres , and who is unquestion­
ably one of the most prominent 

non-I raeli J ewi h leaders of our 

day. Mr. Ben-Gurion has freely 

indulged in the past in slighting 

remarks about Dr. Goldmann. 

He called him once "a w~n<ler­
ing Jew." On another occasion, 

he referred to him as "an 

Amer:.ran touri t." By inference, 

he q11estioned Dr. Goldmann's 

right to the title "Zionist," as 

he questioned the right to th!lt 

title of all non-Israeli Jews. How­

ever, there wa something strik­
ingly new in the latest episode 

in the strained Israeli-Zionist 

r lations. 
This .. ime, fr. Ben-Gurion mu t 

have decided to handle the situa­
tion "with a trong hand and 

an outstretched arm." For, ac­
cording to The New rork Times, 

he demanded of Dr. Goldmann 

"to declare publicly that he would 
not deal ·dth concrete questions 

of I racl' foreign affairs with­
out first con-·ulting the Israeli 
Government:• One ·wonders 
, ·hcrl1er, l,y ·wny f n111tun1i'.·, 
. fr. Bcn-l;u, ion has agreed "lo 

<l are puLlid.· that he would 
n t deal with concrete que~tions 
of Zionist and world Jewish af­
fairs without. first con ulting the 
Jewi h Ao-ency or the ,vorld 
J wi .. h Cong.re· ·"-a the case 

may be. 
This i rather doubtful. For 

here we collle to the very crux 

of the difficulties in Isra Ii­
Zionist and I,-raeli-Jewish politi­

cal relations. While the Gov~rn-
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Israel ·and 
by Elialtu Ben-H orin 

ment of Israel is extremely 

jealous of it prerogatives and 
insi ts on a clear demarcation 

line between I. raelis and non­
Lra lis in all matter touching 

on the State of Israel's sove­
r ignty, it entertain no doubts 
a to its own right to actively 

int rfere in the affairs of world 
J wry. In fact, it often claims 

to itself the deci ive voice in 
such affairs. Mr. Ben-Gurion, 

moreover, is mo t certainly not 

prepared to abide by the rule of 
"fir t consulting" the appropri­

ate public bodies of the world 
Jewi h community. He did no 
44fir t consult" the authorities of 

the World Zionist Organuation 

before publicly di qualifying all 

Jews out ide of I · ra<'l as Zion­
i t ; or before he publicly ques­
tioned the right of the World 

Zionist ongres :.o call itself 

"Zionist." 

N EEDLE to say, the princi­
ple of a dema1·cation line divid­
ing between I raeli and non­

I raeli Jews is sound enough. Jews 
in various countries would insist 
on having such a demarcation 

line, even if Israel did not. Their 

citizen hip statu , rights and ob­
ligations in the 1·e:pective coun­
tries may depend on a clear 
demarcation line. On this point 

there is no controversy. The con­
troversy begins wh n we come to 
re!ationship , right· and obliga­
tion within the framework of 

the Jewi ·h people in the world, 
which embraces both Jews of I. -
nH li dti. n 11 an<l Jews f 
oth< r c:i'izen hip-. It is here that 

th demarcation line becomes 
more delicate and . ensitive. It i 
here, too, where the leaders of 

the tate of Israel and the lead­
ers of ·world Jewry hould have 
.-h wn a maximum tole1·ance and 

mutual re pect. Instead, they in­
dulo-e with gu~to in ince sant 
bickering. 

As seen from Jeru<:alem, the 

demarcation line i<:: utt rly one­
sicl d. Its purpo<:e is to define 
the <:.over ignty of I rael vis-a-vis 
the J ewi h people, but not the 

overeign ty of the J ewi h people 
vis-a-vi the . tate of I ·rael. In 

the eyes of Ir. Ben-Gurion, the 

J ewi h people 1 a va <::al of the 
tate of Israel. A va~sal, as we 

all know, has heavy obligations 

towards his suzerain, but f w 
rights and privilege . A va sal 

owe unque tionable ob dience to 
the suzerain and mu t pay him 
tribute. In exchange, the uzerain 
i the va al's prot ctor. Judging 

by fr. Ben-Gurion' ponounce­
ments on variou - occasions and 
by his declared attitude towards 
the Zioni t mov ment and its duly 

elected poke men and leaders, 
one i driven to he painful con­
clu. ion that the Prime . Iinister 

of L rael is knowingly and inten­
tionally trying to build the rela­
tionship b twe n the tate of Is­
rael and the Jcwi,,.h p ople on 
thi' suzerian-vas,-.al pattern. 

Coming back to democratic pro­
c dure . would it lJ too much o 
a.-k of )Ir. B n-Gm ion, that he 
keep in mind the :impl fact that 
the J wi~h people out:-icle of I -
ra 1 did not \'Ot in th election 

which l d to hi· a1,pointmeut a 
Prime .Mini :- er of the . t te of 
J-;ra l? 

Likewi ·e )Ir. Ben-Gui-ion should 

r m mber that he i • neither the 

d moeratieally elect -d Pre:::iclcnt 

Zionism 
of the World Zioni:t Organiza­
tion, nor the Pr ,;i<lent of the 

World Jewish Congre<:,-. He i the 
democratically elected leader of 

the State of Israel but not of the 

world Jewish comrnunity, ·where­
as Dr. Goldmann i the demo­
cratically elected pre ident of 

two most repr sentative ·world 
Jewish organizations. The ques­
tion of the respective statures of 
the two men, their re. pective ac­

compli ·hments in the past, their 

prominence and importance, their 

qualities and shortcomings-does 

not enter our discu ion at all. 

Nor should our di cu ion be in­
fluenced in any way by the view 
we may hold on the variou po­
litical issues on which Mr. Ben­

Gurion and Dr. Goldmann re­
portedly disagree. At this point, 

we a1·e concerned with the bare 

facts. 
Dealing ,. ith fact , it is perti­

nent to mention that one of the 

two world Jewi h organizations 

over which Dr. Goldmann now 

pre ides-the World Zioni t Or­
ganization and it executive in-

trumentality, the J ewi h Agency 

- not only performed an out-
tanding role in bringing about 

the creation of the tate of Is­
rael, but it was granted official 
status in I rael and in all mat­
ters pertaining to I,;rael. On De­
cember 16, 1959, Prime Mini ter 

Ben-Gurion him elf . ubmitted to 
the Kn sset (Parliament) a pro­
gram of ba ~ic principles which 

.-hould govern the r<'lation be­
tween he C,hte of I -ra I and the 
,v,,, -1.i Z" 1 t nr .. ·aniznti n (the 

J wi:h Agency). 

This program, approv d by the 
Kne. t, envisage among the ac­
tiviti ' of the World Zioni t Or­

anization: "Support for I rael 
in its struggle for its righ and 
international position." It is so 
tated in Article 59 of :\Ir. Ben­

Gurion's program. How i the 
Zioni ·t movement to cli..,charge 
its duties under Artide 59, if its 

1·epre entatives are con:;tant1y 

hara sed by the I raeli Govern­
ment and accu d of meddling 
and doing more harm than good? 

At the same time, we under tand, 

a coordinating body between the 
Government of I rael and the 

Jewi h Agency, which i official­
ly in exi t nee, is being . y:;tema­
tically ignored by the Govern­

ment. 

0 ~ the face of 1t, therefore, it 
is not Dr. Goldmann but )tr. Ben­
Gurion who is br aking the ap­
proved program for I.raeli-Zion­
ist cooperation, ·when he attempt 
to veto political negotiations by 

the President of the World Zion­
ist Organization. For thi .. is what 
the ambiguous formula "concrete 
que tions of I srael's foreign af­
fai1·s'' actually amount· to. As 
all the inter t , dr am,-, hopes, 
political planning and everyday 

activiti s of the Zioni,-t move­
ment are exclu::;iv ly cent •red on 
brae], any poli ical que-otion im­
portant enough to make Dr. Golcl­
mann or any o her Zioni t rep­
re~entative go to \\'a . hington, 
London, Pari., or Bonn is bound 

to fall into the cat gory of "con­
cr te que.-tion::: of I :-ra •I':- foreign 
affair·." 

In oth r words, in his ]a!-ting 

campaign ag, in t the \Yorl l Zion­

i t Organization, the Prim :\Iin­
j-..t r of I.-rael ha now reached 

the :;tage where he want· to of-
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ficially empty it of all political 
ontent and deny to it all politi-
al status. Mr. Ben-Gurion' 

~Ystematic efforts to undermine 
the Zionist movement in the 

world could have never reached 

such an advanced stage, were it 

not for the ideological confusion 
in Zionist ranks and the sub-
mi siveness of the Zioni t lead-
er hip. The stand taken by Dr. 
Goldmann in the last incident, 

when he refused to bow to the 

Ben-Gurion-Golda Meir dictate, 
was refreshingly new. If the 

Zionist leadership will also in the 
future uphold the rights and 
prestige of the movement and or­

ganization which they head, there • 
is still hope for a fairer and 

more normal Israeli-Zioni t r -

lationship. 

Following accu ations and r -
criminations on both sides, Mr. 

Ben-Gurion has announced that 

he considered the late t Goldmann 

incident as settled. While we are 
here not concerned with the per­
sonal rivalry and bickering be­
tween Mr. Ben-Gurion and Dr. 

Goldmann, there are aspects of 

this quarrel which cannot b set­
tled by a simple announcement 

made by either of the two gentle­
men or by both of them together. 

Were Mr. Ben-Gurion and Dr. 

Goldmann to embrace in public 
and declare their undying love 

for each other, this might settle 

the per onal "B-G - -G inci­
dent," but it would not settle 
what is basically wrong in the 

exi ting political relations be­
ween the State of I rael and the 
Jewish people out ide of I rael. 
To ettle that, the is. ues at stak 
mu:t be sati~factorily ~ettled . 
The demarcation line, de:ired by -
!,(,th !-id :::, mu:::t not lie .:. on, -

sid<'d one, but a line defending­
and re:;pecting the right· and pr -
1·oga ti ves of both sides. 

The demand of Mr. Ben-Gution 

and l\Ir . Meir that no Zionist 
i-epresentative should engage in 
political negotiations without 

first con. ulting the I raeli Gov­
ernment" not only run: contrary 

to the ba:ic tenet.-, of a democra­
tic Zioni t movement, but it 1s 

meant to officially I galize a 

":;uzerain-va sal" relation ·hip. It 
is al o apt to pla e the Zioni:::t 
or anization and groups in vari­
ou lands in an untenable an<l 

e\· n dangerous position. 

hould this rul be accepted 

and become an officially rec­
ognized procedure, Zionism could 

no longer claim to expre:s th 
vie\vs and sentiments of the citi­
zenry of a given land. In tead, 
Zionist representatives would be _ 

cla ified and treat d a foreiirn 
ag nts, acting and sp aking on 

behalf of a foreign state - the 
tate of Israel, whose Foreign 

Office they were obliged to con­
sult b fore making r presenta­

tions in Washington, London, 
Paris or Bonn. 

Should anyone accuse thi: 

writer of making a mountain out 

of a molehill, becau e the people 
in the State Department or in 

the B1 iti:;h and Fr nch Foreig-n 

Office are not that naive as not 
o know about the close coop ra­

tion between the Zionbt mov • 

ment and the State of I:-rael; 

and that, therefor , the n " 
"Ben-Gurion La, " is ju.- t an 

official and public acknowlcd"'-,,.., 

ment of an xi ting state of af­
fair - my an ·w r would Le: 

"Exactly." Appearancc count a 

great deal in private life, in 

political life and al. o in diplo­

matic nc>gotia ion .. Ther i • noth-

( onti,m d on Page 10) 
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Dr. WeizIDann and Andre .Spire 
An Ep i~od~ of April 1920 

b • ..,mnuPl L(lntlman, 
General Pcretary JJ ·orld Zio,,i r Organization 1917-22 

N
EITHER the recent biogra­
phy f the famou French 
poet ndre pire, by Paul 

,Tamati, in the "Poetes d' ujour­
<l'hui'' serie., nor Andre Spire'­
own account of his "Vi it to 
Pa! ~tine in 1920" (reprinted in 
" ouvenir a Baton ompu ·" 
19 ~) mention the fact, known 
to very few, that Andre Spire 
: ved (or at 1 ast helped to save) 
Dr. Weizmann from a sassina-

• tion by Arabs in April, 1920. 

on the route between airo and 
Je1u alem . 

in Jeru alem when he read the 
King's Speech announcing the 
establishment of the Civil Gov­
ernment on July 1, 19:W. 

D RL ~G my tay in Pale tine 
I saw and heard the Arab 

crowds welcoming Herbert Sam­
ue:1, saying, '·The Kiner of the 
J2ws has arriv d." I abo visited 
Jal>otin ky in his pri ·on in Acre 
and found him (to my urpri e 
an<l delight) drilling in Hebrew 
the con iderable number of J w­
i h soldiers of the Royal Fusil­
iers who were interned with him. 
I mformed him of the me ·sage I 
had from London lhat, thank to 
the intervention chiefly of 
Wedgwood, a pardon could be 
arranged for him. Jabotinsky re­
fu d on the ground that he could 

October-November 1962 

not accept a pardon, for he had 
co1~1mitted no crime in helping 
Jews defend them elve . This 
vie:w finally prevailed and the 
entence was qua ~he<l. 

The rest of the tory is well 
known. I believe, however, that 
Zioni ts should show their grati­
tude in ome permanent form in 
the State of Israel to tho e who 
hc-lped our people at critical mo­
ments, such as the late James 
l\Iakolm, about whom Dr. Weiz­
mann wrote to Lloyd George in 
1!>22 mentioning Mr. Ialcolm's 
"initiative" in 1916 in uggesting 
to the British "'\: ar a bi net ( via 

ir :Ma1k Sykes) that a promise 
of Pale tine for the Jew in the 
event of an Allied victory would 
carry very great weight wi 
United States Jewry. 

In farch 1920, t here was great 
t n ion in Palestine between the 
Zioni t Commi sion in J erusalem 
(urder Dr. :1. D. Eder and Mena­
hem si hkin) and the Briti h 
O.E.T.A. (Oc upied Enemy Ter­
ritory Administration), of which 
the H.Q. wa in Cairo, under Lord 

ain and France on the future of 
• y1 ia and Lebanon, and in par­
ti ular regarding the northern 
fronti er of Pale.:-t ine, were hold­
ing up a final ettlement. Dr. 
\Y<.izmann accordingly invited 
Andre pire to accompany him 
to airo and Palestine. Thi · was 
a very ·hrewd move, a- Spire 
wa ~ a highly placed French civil 
s 0 rvant, with excellent contacts 
in the Quai <l'Or ay, as well as 
a sincere and devoted Zionist, of 
whom there were not many in 
France, where all the leading 
French Jews upported P rofessor 
Sylvain Levi. It will be remem­
bered that it wa Sylvain Levi 
who oppo ed (fortunately with­
out ucce ) the three Zioni t 
spe:akers at the Pari Peace Con­
ference in the spring of 1919, 
Dr. "' eizmann, • ahum Sokolow, 
and fenahem sishkin (who 

The riot · duly broke out in 
J rusalem on unday, April 4, 
an'1 continued on the 5th and 
6th. Many Jews were killed and 
wounded before the Briti :,;h in­
t rvened. Jabotinsky (a ·:,;isled by 
Rutenberg) found way and 
means of di ·tributing arm to 
the Jewi ·h soldiers of the bat­
talions of the Royal Fusiliers 
which had not yet been demobil­
ized. This helped to prevent what 
could have become a massacre. 
Jabotinsky was arrested and sent 
to Acre Pri on with a sentence 
of 15 years. Dr. Weizmann was 
forced to go to Cairo, where he 
found all door· closed to him, 
and decided he must go back to 
the then head of the British 
Government Lloyd George and 
Balfour, who were due at San 
Remo about that time. 

BETWEEN ISRAEL AND ZIONISM 

Henby. si hkin had cabled to 
London for me to come to J eru­
alem, but Dr. Weizmann decid­

ed that I should not leave the 
London offic-e. 

(Continued from Page 9) 

poke in Hebrew . 

I though more than two years T HE only high British officer 

W HE. T \V izmann and Spire h d 1 d ·nee the Balfour who helped Dr. '\Veizmann, 
a e apse s1 arrived in Cairo on March and i·n fact saved z1·on1· ·m at a 

ing wrong, reprehen ible or il­
legitimate about the clo e -t and 
even ~ntimate cooperation be­
tween American, Canadian, Ar­
gentinian and other Zioni::;ts with 
the State of I srael. Indeed, noth­
ing les is expected of them in the 
light of their declared d votion 
to the Zionist ideal. There is 
everything wrong, however, the 
moment Zioni ts are officially 
placed in the po:;ition of ubor­
dinates of Israel's Foreign Of­
fice. 

Declaration of ovember 2, 1917, 
• h d. 1 , 1920, on thei1 way to J erusa- n1o"'t cr1·t1·cal stage, ,•·as Allenby'-: arid notw1t tan mg express ca- w • w 

bled in truction to Allenby in lem, they discovered from their Chief of Intelligence, Colonel 
B If h • c,", n ecr t intelligence reports R1"chard Ie1·ne1·tzhagen, D.S.O., Augu t, 1919, from a our 1m- . 

I t f J t· lkt plan· to a as inate Dr. "'ho is happily till alive and is • elf (at t 1e reques O us ice Weizmann had been completed, 
Brandeis, ~ ho had personally a sincere Chri tian. He has given 

to be accompanied by anti-Zion- tl1e facts i·n "l\I1'ddle E,1 ·t D1·a1·u" vi ited Pale tine to con ider the . ., 
J d h ·ational Home policy of i t riots by the Moslem popula- (1960). He risked (and lo t) his 0 

tion, on Easter Sunday, April 4, E more utterance by Mr. the Balfour Declaration as "chose whil:h coincided with the Jewi ~h career in the Army by cabling to 
J·urrc;e" (the text of thi cable Lloud George, as well as to the Ben-Gurion defies comprehen ·ion. 

b P ach and the .Io lem 'ebi ., · J wa,, shown to me by Balfour's ecretaries for War and Foreign In the first dispatch from eru-
a -i ·tant, Ir. A. Clark Kerr, l\Iu a. Affairs in Whitehall, the strong alem in Tlte • •. Y. Time about 
later Lord Inverchapel, British De·pite thi • rather alarming eviJence he had carefully collect- the Ben-Gurion-Goldmann con-

- _ mb. s ador fir t in foscow and information, Dr. ,veizmann de- el that the plot to de troy Zion- trover Y, which wa. clearly in­
th •n in ·wa hingt n), the situa- cide<l to go ahead with th vi it i •m wa approved (if not de- spired h the I s raeli Government, 

• • ii .1 t • • o J~r 1 ··, · l n1, "'OV 1·n b ·-----•-•-=s• •~•"') ,. •. • • _ ... _ ... _..._ ll<"n-Hu r ion's g-l'it•vanc-es t1011 w ... • r,ljllt )" uC Cl'l01, 1ng-. • ---- ., ..,. ·,:;;a.=t.:::.!~~---,--:--"R"'"-~-,..--, 
Our own Zioni ·t reports from era! ton,;, "ho was - tr ngly Chief of Staff .in Pale tine, and a a 111. t ,o tln1:, n11 111 ,udi• I 
Cairo and Jerusalem revealed a su peeled of being anti-Zionist. his wife, who was in secret con- al O thi- one: "···Another mat­
very dangerou situation. Hence In order to protect Dr. Weiz- tact with the Mufti of Jerusalem, ter to which the Premier took 
Dr. Weizmann decided to go per- mann, ,vho ' e features were not Haj Amin el Hus eini, and ac- objection was a talk that Dr. 

nally to Cairo and Jerusalem, then o well known, Andre Spire quie ced in by General Bols O.C., Goldmann had earlier thi- month 
to ti y to improve relations with volunteered to imper onate him O.E.T.A. (South)-i.e., Palestine. with Philip Talbot, lJnited States 

1 h t • t d t A istant ecretaru of tate for th Britbh military authoritie . w 1enever t e rai:.i s oppe , a Colonel f inertzhagen was or- ., 
d El K t (th • Tear Ea tern Affair ·. This talk It •as thought at that time Lo , an ara e crossmg dered to come to airo at once 
• t f ) d th t t· ns centered on the I ·raeli project that the differences between Brit- porn o uez , an ° er s a 10 by Lord Allenby, who di mi ed 

------------------------------- to divert the water,; of the Jordan him and said he mu t leave im-
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River. The Premier said that mediately. To thi , Ieinertzha-
gen (who had expected thi . out- project wa clearly out -ide the 
come) said with a smile, "I up- legitimate intere t of the World 
pose you realize that you would Zionist Organization." 
have had to give your hou emaid \ e read thi tatement of I:--

rael's Prime Iinister and could longer notice.' ( The truth of thi -
not believe our eye . In our in­story is vouched for by Vi count 

Wavell, Viceroy of India, in his nocence, we always believed that 
book, "All nl,y in Egypt," page there was nothing, ab olutely 

nothing, in the State of I ·rael 33
lndre Spire, ~ •ho i now 93, or about the State of I rael which 

has never published thi Weiz- could be cla ified a lying "clear­
mann epi ode, but in 1929 it wa ly outside the legitimate intere·t 
di closed in a Ielter to the Editor of the World Zionist Organiza­
of "La Terre Retrouvee," in Paris. tion." Tow no le::;s an authority 

'1.'he cable ent to London by than the top leader of the ta te 
I inertzhagen wa- so detailed of 1-rael tell - u otherwi-e. 

and unchallengeable that Lloyd It is bewildering. revi ·ion 
George wa only too glad to ac- 1 clearly indicated. The que tion 
cept the propo:,ed Engli h fan- i - who hould make the revUon? 
date deman<led by all Zioni ts. Is it ~Ir. Ben-Gurion who should 
He proposed at the San Remo revi ·e his harsh and ha ty state­
Conference of the Allie the ter- ments to the pre· s, or i:- it the 
mi nation of the military occupa- Zioni ·t movement in the world 
tion and the establi hment of a which should revi ~e all its ba ·ii! 

ivil Gov rnment for the )Ian- concepts which form the very es-
date, and he offered the very dif- ence of its ideology, program 
ficult post of fir-..t High Commi:.- and activities ? 
sioner to Herbe1 t Samuel. Year after year, we have come 

In ~lay it wa: decid d that I to Jews in every land on ear h 
hould go o Palestine for ome and told them - through news­

week· during the change-over. I papers, magazine · and book~; 
received letters of introduction from the lecture pla form and 
from Herbert amuel, Lord ur- O\' r the radio; and through 
zon, and Dr. ·weizmann. Fortu- every medium avail· ble - that 
nately, I found my old friend the tate of I rael i • not only 
Clark Kerr in the Re idency at their "legitimate interest," but it 
Cairo a Fir · t ecretary of Lord should be their direct nd im­
Allenby, and he smoothed my mediate concern. We t Id them 
path everywher . I was present that it is their noble::1t du ty to 
when Herbert amuel landed at help J ews to come to I rael and 
Jaffa and at Government H ou e to help I r el to ab~orb the 

Jewi ·h immigration. We told 
them to be concerned with the 
security of I rael's borders and 
with the develc,pment of I ·rael's 
economy; that they hould inve ·t 
in I rael's indu try and buy State 
of I rael Bonds. We told them, 
as we told our elves, there is 
complete interdependence between 
the future of the State of I rael 
and the future of the J ewi ·h 
people. 

Doe~ the Prime Iinister of 
hrael want Zioni ·m to revi • 
this concept of a common future, 
which offers the sound :t basi 
for the continuation of the fruit­
ful Israeli-Zionist partner-hip? 
Or would he rather revi e his 
own tatement~ in the pa ·t and 
help re-e ·tablish that partner ·hip 
in a pirit of cooperation and 
mutual re-pect'? 

Follow the fun to the Sheraton-Tel 
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