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Mr. Matthew Woll. Vice President 
American Federation of Labor 
166 West Washinbton Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Woll: 

November 18th, 1926 

I read with a great deal of interest your letter to Presi-
dent Coolidge, commenting on the Sherwood Eddy report on Russja. I 
trust you will not consider me presumptuo11s in presenting my own im­
pressions of the situation in Soviet Russia and thus in a measure, per­
haps, help clear the atmosphere. 

Last July I went to Russia for the express purpose of stu­
dying the back-to-the-soil movement among the Jews and, incidentally, 
to familiarize nzy-self with industrial conditions, because, as Impar­
tial Chairman of the Men 1s Clothing Industry in the City of New York, 
I have been coming into intimate relations with various industrial groups. 
With me I carried letters of introduction from Mr. Samuel vauclain, Pres­
ident of the Baldwin Locomotive Works, to Tchitcherin, Commissar of 
Foreign Affairs, and to other important officials in the Government. 
When I reached Moscow, I decided not to make use of any of these let-
ters for fear I would become so charmed with the personalities of these 
high officials and so swept away by their enthusiasm that, instead of 
getting at the objective facts, I would .ootain a distorted view of the 
situation. 

All my contacts, therefore, were with non-Com.'1Ill..~ists and 
anti-Comrnunists---men and women of culture and great intelligence. They 
were men and women who, as a result of the October Revolution of 1917, 
suffered indescribable tortures, both mental and physical. The wonder 
is how they managed during the past nine years to survive the trials 
and tribulations under a governrnent whose social and economic philoso­
phy left them penniless. With them I discussed not only the back-to­
the-soil movement among the Jews and matters relating to my own people, 
but, primarily, social and political conditions. 

Interpreters were unnecessary, as I was able to converse ~1i th 
them either in Yiddish or in Russian. To me they poured out their hearts 
as they would not, under any circumstances, have done to their neighbors, 
for fear of being accused of anti-revolutionary tendencies. .And in the 
light of my intimate contacts with these persons, I want to say that the 
Sherwood Eddy statements which appeared in CURRENT HISTORY and in the ?IA­
TIOl-I, are substantially correct. I accept \Vi th but few minor qualifica­
tions not only the facts, but the interp:tetations arrived at by Sher\7ood 
Eddy, whom, by the way, I met casually for the :1rst timo ei thcr in Mos­
cow or Leningrad, and of whose commission I was not a meuber. 

I carried away the definite conviction that the Soviet Gov­
ernment is stable---mu.ch more so than many other governments in Europe; 
that there is no possible likelihood of its being overthrov,n, and that 
Commmism has undergone at least three or four distinct sta{;es of evo-
lution since 1917. The Communism of 1926 no longer correspo~ds to that 
instituted by Lenin and his disciples, and does not even resemble the modi­
fied Communism of 1921, kno~m as the New Economic Policy. 
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Let me record a c6nvcrsation I had ·.1i th one of the leading 
lai1yers in Russia, w:ho, though an anti-Com.rrnmist, has been asked bythe 
Soviet Governi'11en t to re\7ri to the Civil Codes of Russia in conformity ·:1i th 
changed social and economic conditions. Incidentally, there are many 
non-party men employed by the Government in purely technical positions. 

After this gentleman presented in detail the reasons ~hy he 
was not a Corru.mmist, I said to him, 11What in your judgment is the trend 
of the Government? \7hither is it drifting?" 

The reply was, "We are evolving a system ,1hich will, in all 
probabilities, be a synthesis of that \-thich is best in all the govern­
ments." 

QUerry: *Do .you knon any group of people who crave for a re­
version to the old Czarist days? 11 

Reply: "Not if you used the lamp of Diogenes could you find 
any such group in Russia. There is not a soul who is not supremely hap­
py that the days of Czarism are over.n 

QUerry: 11If ~ou had it in your poner to create a nevi Order, 
would you put the Communists out of po1i7er? 11 

"No, 11 was the prompt ansuer . 

"Why not?" 

"Because Com.1:'w"lism has, during the past nine years, so 
woven itself into the social, economic and political fabric of our 
people that the overt:hrow of the Bolshevik Government would result in 
anothei~ re,,rolution---and •;re have had so many revolutions that we would 
rather bear the ills we have than fly- to others we know not of . 11 

11Are conditions, then, improving? 11 

"Decidedly so! From yeat to year there have been notice­
able changes. production is increasing greatly. The transportation 
system is almost up to par, etc. etc. With Stalin and his group at tho 
hea.d, we are going more and more to the Right and away from the Left. 11 

"Hm1 do you account for t~1is tendency? 11 I asked. 

"Because the lea.de rs, faced as they have been with stern 
and grim realities, di~eovero~ that they could not enforce the Marxian 
principles and, consequently, have been compelled to make more and more 
co:icessions---such as they would never have dreamed of ma.King \7hen they 
were merely theoriziiiG and evolvi~-ig systems out of their inner conscious­
ness. 11 

With slight verbal ~ariations, the foregoing sentiments 
were expressed by practically every individual ~ith whom I discussed the 

. ., 
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situation and reinforced by the citation of a number of ~hat seemed to bo in­
controvertible economic facts. .And please bear in mind that these expres­
sions did not emanate from Communists. 

I must confess that I ~ent to Russia filled ~ith prejudices 
such as I have beon fad upon for nine years by a hostile press. Tneso 
prejudices were in a degree strengthened by my contact ~ith a certain 
type of American Comr~11.1..~ist who in the past ferr years has attou1pted to 
create so much mischief in the Trade Union movement and destroy that 
which you and others have so painfully built up. The .Amalga.mated Clo-
thing Workers, for instance, have suffered a great deal from their chi­
canery, as you have reason to know. It was only through the wiee states­
manship of Sidney Hillman and his associates that the ~ropagand.a of the 
Communist element in their midst ~as ucakened. Because I was aware of 
the mischievous tactics and vicious prop~anda of the Left \7ing groups 
in the Needle Industry in the United States, I naturally bro1J€ht to Russia 
many sentiments and convictions far from favorable to tho Soviet Govern­
ment. But, after studying the situation in Russia, I was forced to the 
same conclusions arrived at by Shernood Eddy and other thoughtful observers 
who had gone to Russia to get facts at first hand. 

It must be remembered that while the Communist in Russia has 
abandoned the political and econot'lic ideology preached by Karl Marx and 
adopted by Lenin in 1917, the Coor.unist in .America still clings to an 
ideology ~hich Lenin and his disciples discarded as long ago as 1921. 
Horr quickly the Aoerican Communist would be disillusioned if he ;-rent to 
Russia.! Al til;iough the .American CoL'.lrJWlist (I am referring to a certain 
type) resorts to tactics which t1ay be reprehensible, thE is no reason 
why any one should be blinded to the changes which have been made and 
which are taking place in Russia. And it is on account of these changes 
that I feel we should assume a more sympathetic attitude. 

In your letter to the President you make the claim that there 
have been no acts of the Soviet Government indicating a fundacental change 
of policy, but that, on the contrary, Stalin has continued his revolu­
tionary and anti-foreign pronouncements. The NEW YORK TIMES, by no means 
pro-Soviet, was right when, com:1enting editorially upon your letter, it 
said: amiat Stalin does is more important than what he says . 11 How easy 
it is to pick excerpts out of Stalin's and Bu.charin's speeches and pro­
nounce~ents published for local consunption, and on the basis of these 
build up a gr0at case! But it is no less absurd to adopt such a method 
t..lian it vro-.tld be for the English and French to base their opinion of 
.America upon those excerpts in ".Americana" compiled by H. L. Mencken and 
which appear r.1onthly in the Al!ERIC.Alr l.GRCURY. 

I hope you will pardon rrry candor when I say that to rae, as 
a deep syopathizer wi~~ ~~e Labor MoveQent in A,r.lerica, it is a source of 
keen regret a:1d disappointment that you and men like you, who represent 
that which is best in the Trade Union movement in this country, should be 
accepting, v;i thout inquiry and in te:asive study, all tho reports co::icern­
ing Russia which come largely from Riga, :Berlin and London, particularly 
Riga where so r:iany intriguing stories are concocted. If there is any 
one group in America which should approach this or any other kindred sub­
ject calraly and dispassionately, it is the Labor group because, as you 
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know only too ~ell, ~~ere is no clcnont in our population ~hich has been 
and still is so r.:ialigned and vilified in ~Ul.Il.Y quarters as the Trade Union 
group. In this connoc tion, let :::c ci to a bit of personal history. 

About threa years ago the Clothing Uanufacturcrs, tho Contractors 
and tho Aoalgaoatod Clothing Workers asked oe to serve as Iupartial 
Chair.:ian in tho industry in the City of Ne11 York. I vm.s then, 
and a.r.1 no~, tho Executive Director of tho Federation of Jo~ish Chari-
ties in Philadelphia. As soon as I accepted this post of honor and great 
responsibility, those canufacturcrs in Philadelphia nho have fought stren­
uously for tho open shop (and Philadelphia is notoriously an open-shop 
to'i711). entered protests against L1Y accepting a position ~hich involved, 
in their judgr.1ent, an identification with a dangerous anti-social insti­
tution. They honestly bclicv~d that I was doing sooething which was dis­
tinctly un-.Awerico.n; that I was giving aid and cor.uort to the onei:1Y; that 
a lot of "anarchists" and 11Bolsheviki" vrould invade the Ci ty_.of Brotherly 
Love rrhore the Ropu.blic r,as created. In fact, tho local Chanbor of Co:.1-
nerco appointed a corJIJitteo to wait on no and urge L'lO to give up this po­
sition. Uith pride tho7 pointed out that in Philc'.ldclphia, □ore than in 
any other city in the cou.itry, tho so-called .Ar.larican Plan prevailed. Hou 
could I, a supposedly docent individual and holding a responsible position 
in the Chari tics, ally oysclf, even indirectly, «i th a Trade Union? Sev­
eral proninont contributors to our Charities threatened to withdraw their 
contributions if I did not give up tho Iopartial Chairr.nnru1ip. It was 
only after I addressed the Executivo Cor.Jr.ti. ttce of t!1e Chanbcr of Cor.Jr:,erce 
and explained ~~e nature of cy position and all of its i~1Plicatious, that 
they ceased regarding oc as an ener.zy of society wid placed nc on 11 proba-
ti on, 11 so to speak. 

I oontion the foregoing incident to shcra to what an extent 
prejudice and passion play an ioportant part in our lives; to ~hat an 
extent we arc averse to facing facts and realities. 

May I say that I did not go to Russia as a self-constituted 
agent to ,JDkc a stu.d3 Vii th a vie,;, to advising the President or Con5ress 
as to ~hat action s.~ould or should not be adopted TTith reference to 
rocogni tion. I have :..10 particular interests in the r.nttcr. I \7as 
ocrcly in search of Truth. I can not help lcploring that the Aocrican 
Fedora tion of Labor raj oc tod, in tho :i-.1annor in which it did, the pro­
posal to send to Russia a cot~Jittco couposcd of such keen observers as 
yourself. What folly to suppose that you and your associates ~ould 
have been seduced by the supposedl;r honeyed \70rds of a Stalin or a 
Trotsky, or that particular institutions 11ould have boon brought r:ior.1en­
tarily into existence, norcly to create a favorable i~prossion upon 
the .ArJorican delegates! 

And if such a coot1ission had gone to Russia, if it had studied 
tho factors which led up to the Revolution of October, 1917, if it 
had fa.~iliarizcd itself ~ith the notable social and oconowic changes 
which a.re ta.lcing place, if it hud cor.1e into contact vri tn tons of thousands 
of hUl".l'.ll.1 beings Rho arc Liaking a desperate effort to crca.to a Better Life, 
if it had judged t."1.c intcrplcy of forces in tcrr.1s of Russian and ~1ot of 
APcric~n psychology, then the cor.nission uould, on its return, adopt vir­
tually the sc'.JOe conclusions which you will find i:i the tv,o reports subI!lii. tted 

•· 
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two years ago by the Men und Woaon•s English Trade Unionists, who 
sent separate delegations to Russia. Your rccODl~endation to President 
Coolidge would then be: Recognize Russia, provided the Soviet Govcn~1cnt 
is prepared to adhere to tho conditions outlined by you and Charles E. 
Hughes in 1923---and the Soviet regiwo is prepared to nect every one of 
those conditions. Why not, in any event, aect around the conference 
tablo and discuss the situ.:ition calr.lly and dispassionately? 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Jacob ]illikopf 

• • • 



JACOB BILLIICOPF 
Impartial Chairman 

MEN'S CLOTHING INDUSTRY 

Telephone, Stuyvesant 4083 

OFFICE of the IMPARTIAL CHAIRMAN 

NEW YORK MARKET 

Rabbi A.H. Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silvar: 

41 Union Square 

NEW YORK, N.Y. .v ecember 2 rrl, 1926 

Mr. Billikopf has asked me to send you a copy of his 

letter to Matthev, oll of the Arnerice.r. Federation of Lnbor. I 

wonder if you would be good enough to lot Mr. Billikopf know what 

you think of it . 

Sincerely yours, 

Sl3c et'lry to Mr. B illik:Jpf' 



JACOB BILLIKOPF 
•x•cunv• DIIHCTOR 

THE FEDERATION OF 
JEWISH CHARITIES OF PHILADELPHIA 

330 SOUTH NINTH STREET 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. L0CU 
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Dear Mr , Billikopf: -

UNITED S~ATES SENATE 

Washington , D. C. 
Pebruary 13 , 192? . 

(3 
I 
I 

Your letter of Jannary l?th, reached my 
office in due time. I have been so busy '{Ii th matt~rs pendir.:.g 
in the Senate and before the Ju'ij_cia:"y Co1i1mittee of ~rhich I am 
Cbairrr.an , that I ha"'re not been abl3 to e -ven read the lctt0rs 
that come to my office and Y1hich req,_:: ::_j_,e m-;;~ r:ersrnal cttention . 
I devote the Sabbath Day in an att'31~1µt to clear my iE.:L:k of the 
accumula tcc~ .correspondence, and on this day, late in tl1e after ­
noon , I have just reached and read your letter , togetl.ler vd.th 
the enclosur es . 

I have read these enclosure3 with a very 
great and deep inte7est. I am impressed an1 deeply moved with 
what to mo seer.:s to be the logical an.d j-.1d.icial attitu1e that 
you have as s'..lned in th is corrie sponn.ence. You have, in a very 
polite and courteous way, called to the attention of those with 
whom you ~ave been corresponding, a weakness of hu~~n nature with 
which nearly all of :.ls are afflicted . '-t

1:hose \":ho are not thus 
afflicteu are exc8ptional because they have ti-.e ability to tal:e 
a fair and logical view of a difficult situation , when all tho 
tendency of propagan'ia and oublicity 1vould lead them to look at 
the question jr... a more suncrficiRl way. 

• 

Your corres:oondence demonstrates that you are 
fearless in the expression of you~ opinicn, and that you arc ready 
to subm2. t 7our ideas to th0 cri-:J_cis n and the j11::-·_gme:1t of those 
who onposo -.:rou , and th2 t w~en you a re convinced o:f' a-. error you arc 
likewise r0c.dy to ack1owleuge i_ t . I --ri sh tho Alnorican peo,le had 
more men with minds 8.8 fair, and that tr.1.ey could all read YTf\2.t -you 
have said in rGgard. to Russia. A man rardly dares to say anything 
in favor of Ri.1s.__,i2 without being denounced and condemned as a 
bolshov ik or an anarvhiqt; and r1hen I ~ ce tho i1oad of our Lrovern ­
ment tak·n b a course that I b ol ievo t bo of thc:'1,t kind I a1T1 deep­
ly griev0d and shocke . 

I bav o t all:o d with so ma y pooo1o fror1 .Kus n ia , 
have r oad so much about it , and ha"'10 tried to digest so mnn:" op -
posi ·:o opinio.1s, t}1.nt I 0onfess I haYo often bucn in a dilemma to 
form a cundid .iudgrn r-'nt of my own as to just what w._,r1.., th0 condi ­
tions ov0r tht.:; re. I bu vo fo u1d so r1nny r.icn - and woF-1on too , \"/ho 
have been in my judgmont unroason 'J_ blo , and w110 ha vo only a supor -
fic ial view Oi7on aft er ~hey hm-o v ls itod tho country, that I 
doubted whether it ~ o.s possible to got the c orrect situation in 
v iow . T1.cr0 £'.re so niany di vvrgc:nt opinions on bohc .. lf of those who 
have apparently ho.d 0~1al opportuniti0s to form corre c t judgm nt ! 
Reluctantly nnd much abainst r17r 1-:il l I hG.v0 been cor1pollc.d to be ­
lieve that mc.ny of our own people , hi~h in off icirtl life , including 
our Prusidont o.nd Scc:--- v7-ary of Stc::,to , llnvo be:0n misl0d by fcilso pro ­
paganda which thoy had thu nbi li ty , and. should ha vc hn.d thu i"illin.p· ­
noss , to o.n8.l. 1 z0 in n f:..:.ir n.nd judicio.l way , and which .it s0oms to 
mo thoy did not - and do not - do . The at·ccmpt of tho Secretary of 
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Ste. tc to hnv 0 circulr t0d ov'"'r tho countr7r, thru tho princip, .. l n-,;~· s 
ngunc io s, pr opL.ga.ndn which ho Y oulcl not dr:.rv L:.dmi t cnmo fr om thi. 
Stnt0 D0pc.rtmcnt b o cc~uso t . did not h r-vo sufficient ovidcnc0 t o 
shor: thnt t 11u sources of his infornr..ltio'l v:oro oithcr tru .., or l' c ­
linblo, is an cvi dunco - 2 p~inful c v idonco - of t~o wu~kn~ss of 
men in high olficir~l life., ~,huro t ~ c pooplo hf',vo u rigl1t to •l~; ­
m:J.nd n judicir. l o.nd ~ f f'_i r--rnindcd tc:-!1D n,.,r.:.cnt . If our inforr·1t,t ion 
~ust oo gu.t 11_,..,rud from ollr Str',::;0 B __ ;pc.rt:J0n t under ~hc-s ,J conditions, 
I fo::r we r1i 11 n ov c. r 6, .. J...; t ho trutl1, 

r11 0 my r.1ind it is hti..mil~cli_~~ir; tr- tLin t lw.t our S..,cY'otn ry 
of Stnt o r.rould und \.., rtn~,:c to l1c~v.., c::..rc·,.:J.c.t C;d ; unr0nlinbli i ·~formntion 
'.h ich woul 1 11---vo t~ tvndcn cv to ·, orL O·J~,., pooplo up into c, r. .. Jn tc 1 
attitude of unfriend line ss tounrd r_,_ r-;.~~ti on nith ·1 1hich VIG nu r e at 
pen ce, - n fo olint~ t h ·1t wo'.lld n~~tur:__11:_; grow &nd riight eo.s ily 101.d 
to v.r-: r. 

Aft0r r.11 y how f ooble n.ro t bc snfogunrds thL t kvcp us Lt 
p oc, c o ! And ho:: dc.ng ; r::us it is t1"'r,. t those rrho hr-.v,..: t ~'(; sr.. f.~ p ing of 
our d e; s t 117{ shoulr: b0 1.1ov ud ty such illogi C8. l nnd unfu i.r m'"' thods 
in creating u s0ntim0nt of hostility and hate nguin~t our follow 
mon! By whc-.t t c:1ci.v r ~}ir•00.ds doJs h .~ng tho s,•.r ord of hc~tc thr,t might 
so ea sily drive uq to t~c horrors ~'ld tr o suffering of an unrcas on­
n. blo nnd cruu l 1n1.~ . 

I r,,.t~r o t t h['_ t tho so hi t h in 1h1. :,_on Ln.b or . c ii•clus did not 
c ccopt your advice . I c:.m s ec no r ,:;n_s on, if our cnus0 is j us t, vih.,r 
wo should f uar n L ir nr..j_ hor..0st discnssion of i t. Noith:1 r cnn I 
undorstn.nd r:hy wv should d0ny , bn for o He n ct:.1 tho right of thos e 
who disngruc with us -z.;o bo ror:1rd o.n t o hn·:c tro ri ,ght to show '.lh c., t 
thoy claim to be t ho r ightcous~os s of th~ir own conduct. 

~ r. Jacob Eillikopf , 
Ex J cutivu Director , 
J owj sh Ch[~ r it i us of Phil , lfl 01 phic-, , 
'4.30 South 1 int h Str\)C ~, ,, 
Philn.cic lph i::.., Pc.,1.c:12 ::--l ·1c:r::_r_ . 

V 1..· ry truly :rours , 

r, ''! 1- • u . .. .orris 



Federation of Jewish Charities 

MEMORANDUM 
Philadelphia, Pa. F b ru ary 2 ~ , 19 '2 7 • 

From Bi 11 kopf 

To Sil er 

Subject: 

You will be interested n t 

fro Sen tor ~orr s of Iebraska.. 

1closed 1 tt r 

on' t .To w:i. s we 

had .or men like him · n t e Se te? 



Dear Mr . Billikopf: -

UNITE~ 3~ATES SENATE 

1:Jashington , D. C. 
February 13 , 1927 . 

Your letter of Jannar7 17th) re3.checl m:/ 
office in due time" I have been so busy ·:1j_th ma tter1s p0ndir_g 
in the Senate and before the Juiicia:..,y Co1,1u1ittee of '711ich I am 
Chairrnan , tbat I ha"'.'e not been f1-bls t0 e-.ren reg_ rl the J rtt ors 
that co11e to my office and rrhlc,h r 8q:::. ij' '; m:- r:er~cnal ettPnticn . 
I devote the Sabbath Day in an att':)mpt to clear :ny d<.-!·' K of the 
accurr.ulatcc~:: corresponde11ce 1 and on this day, late in t:: e after ­
noon , I ha\"e just reached and r· ,ad :,rour letter , togetlier v•ith 
the enclosui es . 

I :h.a,,-e rea(l these e~1closure3 wi t,h a very 
great and de •3 p i ~ t 8 :1 e s t ~ I ar~t im ~ r o ,3 s e d an 1 lee p 1 y rn o v e <i. ·with 
what to mo s e er.!S to be the logical and j·~ld.icial a~titud.0 tr.at 
you have as!j'J.ned in ,:;his corresponr1.ence . You 1-.a ve , jn a ver.r 
polite and courte0us way, called to t~e att8ntion of those with 
wl1or.1 you rave been cc,rJ'es;:ionding 5 o. v:eakness of hu~:-:an nature v.ri th 
which nearly 2.11 of ·J.s are afflicted . '.1.

1:hose \':ho ai-'e not thus 
afflicteu are ex~0ptio1;.al because tr.ey have t} e ability to tal:e 
a fair and lcgica-:. ·v:ie'.J of a diffic1.Alt situation, w:ben all the 
teLdency of propagan1a and uuhlicftJ would load theM to look at 
the question jn" more sunerficial wa:. 

Yo:~r coriros:oon ~once demonstrates th0_t you are 
fearless in the expression of your 0. ini0n , and that you arc ready 
to submJt 7our ideas to thr:~ criticis:n anr1 the juf.gment of those 
wbo oppose vou , nnd thP.t w~1en you ar0 convinced of a:. error you arc 
like,'vis e r02.dy to 2-clc:owle• go t t, I ,·1i sh tho American peo::Jle hc.ui 
more r1on with minclo .q~ fair, and that thoy f' onld all rcc.,d n1'2. t you 
have said in r0gard GO hussia . A m~tn ~ardly dares to say anything 
in favor of Rusnia ·Nithout being denounced and condomnert as a 
bo l shovik or an ano.rcili~t; and v1hcn I ~ oe tho i1oad of our Govern ­
ment taking a course that I bolievo to b.::, of tmt klnd I um devp ­
ly griGVG~ and shoc~Gdo 

I hnv o t all:o d with so many pcopJ.o frori lius s lc. , 
have r oan. so much about it , and ha"'Je tr· c c.: to digest so many op ­
posi ·~ o opinio. s , that I confess I 1~ 2_\·o of~cn b;cn in a dilcmm8. to 
forn a co.ndld iudgrn ,·,nt of rny oi.vn ns to jnst what w0ru thn condi ­
tions ov0r th<::: re . I ho.vu found o rany :·:1en - and vor-1cn too , v/ho 
have be e n in my judgmunt unr:;asono.blo , and w110 ha 1.rc only a supor ­
ficial view o,ron aft e r -'::;hvy ha,-o v 1 ,itod tho country , that I 
doubted ~hcth c r it· as possibJc to got th0 correct situQtion in 
vi 'W . Tbcr~ ~re so n~ny div0rgcnt opinions on bohclf of those who 
have app•rcntly hn - 0~1al opnortuniti~s to form correct judgm .nt! 
Reluctantly 8-nd m1ch a .;;ainst n71 ''Jill I h2..v0 been coripollc<i. to bo ­
liovo that rnc.ny of our O1n people, r..i r~h in officL .l lif0 , including 
our Prosidont nnd Sccri, 7,£:.ry of Ste:, o , ll o. ro ·oc e;n misl0d by f· lsc pro ­
pnganda v hich they ha thL- nbi li t7y , and should ha vo hri..d tho 1"illir_&·­
nc ss , to anc:.l~rzu in a f:....ir r..nd ,jucticLil v1ny , and •fhich it s0oms to 
mo tho:r did not - and do not - do . The. at\,;,_m1pt of tho Socrutary of 
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st.~.tc to hetVv c i rculrt0d OVvr th.; c ountr7.r , thru th:_; principr:l n,. 1- :-, 

'1gun c ios , proy.x ... ge1.ndu 1·Jhic:b to r oulci not dnr0 L..dmit cu.mo .. ron •1~],l, 

Stato D0pr. r tm;.;n t bocr.us0 r, did nor. }')·,.vn sufficient avid, n c J ;:o 

s!1 m: t hr~ t t 111) s our cos of l is inf or r·c.. ti o·:. v:v r c c i thcr tru ., or 1· < -
lin bl o , is un c v id0ncc - ~ pr: inful e;v ir.L.;ncc - of t}', o \·11.J 0.kn.; s. , of 
mon in hif).1. or'ficir. l lifo.s '.rhurc t' .: pnoplo hr-,v0 L, rig}'t to · -~; ­
:m:~nd n. Judi cl[: 1 '1nd. i:.. f 0.ir· •• , 7.lic.cJ t (Tlr ll ~,, n t . If our inf c rn, - ti on 
1J1Us t be r:u. t 11.vr0d rrom Ollr .St r~·r_:;e, B-.;}1C.r L.1()1 :, u:idor ~Le 80 cond.· t ions , 
I for:r i,vc '-·:ill nov r 6 ,.,;.:; t~'lo trut}~, 

r ., • d • -'- • l • 1 • 1 , t t 1 • r ' t c, t .1.O my Y:llll. lu lS H.:.ITll~:.i., t.J.~P; C ·~·.in cdli. OU.r' ).,C ..... <J nry 
of Strite r.rould undl.,rtci.~ct; to h {.,V __ c:..rc~~J.::..:. t<·d :1 u::-if' .:rn.lic.lil i ·.1 ormo. tion 
,vhic h wouJ. ,j_ b~:..V,J :. t,.;ndcnc:t to ,·rorL o ,x.., puoplo up into r., 1; •. ..:ntc l 

ttitudo of unfricndli1ic· ss toriC:.rd r. "G:~tion r.rith -1rhich PG n0ru a t 
pen.co , - o. f0 c li:1t; th·1t v:ould. n ~: turr~11~, grow ~nd night 1.Jc..csily l o'1 
to vr: r. 

Aft0 r :--.11~ hov! f0oble nro tllc.., sn. .fcguar cls th',t k0cp us r.t 
pee.co ! /\.nrl ho1

:: dr-.ng ; r::ns i:, is ·chrl t tho so rrho 11'~. v•., t1··,., sb'lPing of 
our d0st , n7 shoulc. b 0 1.10v uii. by such illogic~l n~1d unf·,i.r m., tLods 
in cro['._ting n s0ntirn0nt of hostility nr:d ho.to ne:;uinst our fclJ.01v1 
mon ! By rvh~- t t C:1etGr :}n' 00.J. s do ,) s hf1. n~ thu sr1 or11. of h~~ to th~-.. t migl,t 
so o~si l y driv0 us to t hu horrors ,nd tto suffering of an unrcn.son ­
n blc n.nd cruel 1 7:._,:.. ... . 

I r~;~~rot the;_ t those hie:h in ut;.··.o~ Lf',bor c i:0 cll)s did not 
c.ccent yo1J..j' adv lee . I c::m s co no r,Y,.s on, if our cnus0 is jus t, wh.r 
v1O s1-iould fi ' D. r a fh ir n.ci hor:.-Jst discnssion of it . Nuitl'.:1r can I 
undoi ... stnnd r:hy w1v s:1oulii. d0r.y , uc,fo:."o 1- .. 0 c,ct, tho right of t:bos, 3 
who diso.8ruc with us -co ·u·J l-'0e1.rd nnj 4:o h,~·/; tr0 ri.o.;11.t to c-:how 'Jhr-.t 
t hey c l8.im to b,. tho rign t ~· cus:1. ~; SS of th1.; i1· o·~·,n conduct . 

11· J - r.:•·11 · 1 " 
l1. r. , a coo Dl . iKopr , 

Ex J cutivu Director , 
Jc,;,.rj_sh Chr:.ritL.Js of Phil .lrlu l _ hL, , 
330 South Hint h St ro e t , 
Phi lCl.dO ]_ phi'l , Pc.,nn 3~il V'l.nir. . 
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To Rabbi 2i ver 

Subject: 0ear Silver: The a ttache covy of a letter 

t o M at t he ··~ o l w i 11 i n t e r e , ... t a,n d v er ha s a m u s e y u . 



C J p y . 
)3, 
/3i'll1</, f 1 .. 

March ~927 . 

Mr . Matthew Wnll , 
A • "G1 ' t ' mer~can Ee cera 10~ of Labor Bu~liing , 
iM~ sh 7 ngt or: n C ~'V c .... L ·'"~ .J .. l , .l.,/ • • 

My dear Br . Woll: -

You a~1.d I have haj sor:1° corresponden ce regn.r r- ­
ing the Sherwood. Edcly Report 0n Russia . Today I am a d1res ainc 
myself to you on an altogether differAnt matt9r . 

For somA year·s .l ht:ve been -1e9ply inte reste ,i 
:! .:n the subject of Old Age Pensions . Having bsP-n identified with 
varj ous types of philanthrop•ic endeavor , both of a secular and. 
non - secular character , city- wide and count ry - wide , I hav e natur ­
ally come intimately j_n touch with the problems affecting the 
poor . 1l1hough a strong believer in private charities , yet I 
have come to feel t ~-~a t the re are certain fiel ,is cf philanthrop::.c 
endeavor which should be supported and finance d by Society at 
large . 

'l1hx,S , in 1912 , I ac.vocatAd the Widows ' and 
Orphans ' AllowancEf~in Missour i - the first State in the Union t0 
ado p t the if~0a - with the r e s1.1l t that hundre is cf millions 0f 
~-ollars are sp9nt annually today by ·:)rgan7 Z 0 ·1 society in the 
care of widows R.nd. e1rphans in thei.r own hor:-1es tnstean. of ::_nsti ­
tutions . Nee~less to say , that when this measure was first prc ­
po3ed it met with a great deal of opp0sition frcm the vest e in ­
t erests , who attacked it on the g ro~nd that it was 1 paterr..alis ­
tic ' an: 1 scci.alistic 1 • In those days the term I B, lsh8vilc ' ri.id 
not exist ; cth0rwisA this favorite expressicn wo~ld have been 
a[lnlie,i to those; of ·1s who were sponsoririg sn I r ~vrlut:.onary ' 
a dcctr:5.ne as the care of widmvs ar. ,l orphans in thP.ir own homes , 
out nf f "'JX1d3 prcvide:i by the municipality or Stn te . 

In our present effcrts to bring about Olrl 
Age ren8ion3 for the aged and 1nf::.rm - an". they present as acute 
a problem as denencient and dP✓ l inquent e!hil~hoo~,_ - we are again 
1net by oppos::.ti nn on tte part of thos9 who regar~ any typ8 of 
social aiva~c~ as revolutionary . In our Stat9 , an extraordinary 
rer•ort o f 01 (~ Ag9 ?ensions was issuerl. by the rension Comr:·dsQion , 
0f wh::.eh Mr . Ja1:1es H. i'vlaurer , President nf the Pennsylvania 
Federat:.on of Labor , and. wl' ... om you probably know , is the Cha i r ­
man . Senator Flora M. Vare , sister - in - law of Senatcr - elect 
William Var0 , r 0 cently introduced a mAasure in th . Senate , 
calling for the cr9ation of an Old Age Bension system . But 
some of the leaiing ma~ufacturers ' 0rganizations , particularly 
the one ~om~nated by Mr . Gr~n~y , are bitterly opnnsed to thi 
J • , t · It • 11 • ~ ·t • b • f ·t .Ag1s~a ~on . is vic~ous ; 1 is su v ersive o ....... ; 1 

correspcn(is to the d ol0 system in England , etc . 11 
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I attempt e d to prove to f: friend of m:ne , a proMinent 
manufacturer , th2t the Ol d Age Pension measure is a pe rfectably 
r e spectable one ; that it is in line wi th mod e rn, prog r e ssive 
thought . 11 ;·.ut , 11 said my friend, "t o shov1 you hovJ vicious t he 
propo s al is , even the Ame rican Federation of Labor is bitte rly 
opp o s c .:i to it .n I was amazed . Coming from Eissouri , I wanted 
"t o be shown . !' Tho roupon m:1 fri e nd ca l l ed mv a t tontion to a 
lette r addre ss 8d to go~ e rnors and l e g i slators, by the National 
Civic Fedo rati')n, to the effect that 1'state pension s rave in ­
creaso :1 paur,o risr~ , poss e ss little practical value, 11 and t :he r e ­
f or o shoulr~ be i gnored . nrnasmuch, 11 added r:.1y fri e nd , 11 as 
I·.:r. ~Joll is the acting Pr e sid ent of tho National Civic P edc ra ­
tion, is it p oss i ble that ho , being one of th e t wo or throe 
stronge st l oarl..o rs in t he Ame rican Fe du ration of Labor nov omont 
and its sp ot:e sman , doe s not spe ak for his organiza tion? Sure ly 
such a c o:ru .:.unication as v1a s s e nt by th o Civic Fe orat i on must 
ba v o had l'.

11r . \v 011 1 s a pproval l 11 

I cnnfoss I was a bit nnnpluss od to th i nk t hat ~rou 
should onn:oo e•· l egislation which, in tho .il1dg~ent of those ·of ;__ 
us wh o ar c clos e to t ~o proble m, i s so a b~oluto ly n e c e ssary and 
in lino n i t h II orth od o.x economics ." Yo t , in the ligh t of v1h a t I 
know of t ho J:i'odo ration and t:h o activiti e s of Mr. Ra lph Easle y , 
\"!h o si gr:.od t he COJ".1!:lunica tion , I a rn loa th to b c l ie vo t ha t ·?ou ·hud 
o.r:.y prc v i oiJ_s knowl odg G of the l o tt e r wri tton ove r Jl.i r. Easle y ' s 
signn turo , j u st a s I aM, to bo p orfo ctl~ cand i d , ~isinclincd to 
b oli c vo , i n t ho l ight of int e rnal ovil cnc e , th&t y ou we r e a c tua l­
ly t }10 au thor of t l7 ,_:: cornn unica ti on ad. 1..l r o ss ud t o fr o sidont 
Cooli d g e , c or:1mont ir:.g on the Sh o rvvood. .e;dd.y He port . 

I h ope I shu 11 b o in u posit i on to li1 f or m ::r~r fr iend , 
the manufr:. 0 t u ~, ...... ,r , an<l otn ors who a r o :".18. l~in :.;, so nu ch ca p i t ci. l ou t 
0f you r icl ontif i ca tion with t ho Na ti ona 1 Ci vie Fcd ~· r n t ion , the t 
you n r o i n no wa7r r -. ., s p onsib l o f or t ho Ea sl .:: :r l o tt e r; tte t t h e 
Ame rican Po:iu r o. t i oE of Lab or should cor t 8.inly n o t b e hoJ.d 
acc ou n tabl e for t}·10 vic" s cxpr o ss c d by Mr. ~:;as l oy , and tha t , in 
truth , t h o Am~r i~nn F0du r 2 tion of Labor or s o~o of it s cons t i tu ­
ents , l i k e t h e Uni t o1 I: ir..0 rs 1" r-rk ors of Ame rica , h a-.ro for y oar s 
a r..d y -._; a r s b o ,Jn agi t a ting fo r t ho 0s t ab l i sbrn(TJ. t of Old Ago Pons i on 
LrJgi sla tion . 

Si n ce r e ly you rs , 

tT a c ob B:i. llikopf 


	ms4787.015.005.0332a.pdf
	ms4787.015.005.0332b.pdf



