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November 18th, 1926

Mr. Matthew Woll. Vice President
American Federation of Labor
166 West Washington Street
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Woll:

I read with a great deal of interest your letter to Presi-
dent Coolidge, commenting on the Sherwood Iddy report on Russia. I
trust you will not consider me presumptuous in presenting my own im-
Pressions of the situation in Soviet Russia and thus in a measure, per-
haps, help clear the atmosphere.

Last July I went to Russia for the express purpose of stu-
dying the back-to-the-soil movement among the Jews and, incidentally,
to familiarize myself with industrial conditions, because, as Impar-
tial Chairman of the Men's Clothing Industry in the City of New York,
I have been coming into intimate relations with various industrial groups.
With me I carried letters of introduction from Mi. Samuel Vauclain, Pres-
ident of the Baldwin Locomotive Works, to Tchitcherin, Commissar of
Foreign Affairs, and to other important officials in the Government.
When I reached Moscow, I decided not to make use of any of these let-
ters for fear I would become so charmed with the personalities of these
high officials and so swept away by their enthusiasm that, instead of
getting at the objective facts, I would ootain a distorted view of the
situation.

All my contacts, therefore, were with non-Communists and
anti-Communists—---men and women of culture and great intelligence. They
were men and women who, as a result of the October Revolution of 1917,
suffered indescribable tortures, both mental and physical. The wonder
is how they managed during the past nine years to survive the trials
and tribulations under a government whose social and economic philoso-
phy ieft them penniless, With them I discussed not only the back-to-
the-soil movement among the Jews and matters relating to my own people,
but, primarily, social and political conditions.

Interpreters were unnecessary, as I was able to converse with
them either in Yiddish or in Russian. To me they poured out their hearts
as they would not, under any circumstances, have done to their neighbors,
for fear of being accused of anti-revolutionary tendencies. And in the
light of my intimate contacts with these persons, I want to say that the
Sherwood Eddy statements which appeared in CURRENT EISTORY and in the NA-
TION, are substantially correct. I accept with but few minor qualifica-
tions not only the facts, but the interpretations arrived at by Sherwood
Eddy, whom, by the way, I met casually for the first time either in los-
cow or Leningrad, and of whose commission I was not a member,

I carried away the definite conviction that the Soviet Gov-
ernment is stable---much more so than many other governments in Europe;
that there is no possible likelihood of its being overthrown, and that
Communism has undergone at least three or four distinct stages of evo-
lution since 1917. The Communism of 1926 no longer corresponds to that
instituted by Lenin and his disciples, and does not even resemble the mocdi-
fied Communism of 1921, known as the New Economic Policy.
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Let me record a conversation I had 7ith onc of the lcading
lawyers in Russia, who, though an anti-Commnist, has been asked by the
Soviet Government to rewrite the Civil Codcs of Russia in conformity with
changed social and economic conditions. Incidentally, therc are many
non~party men employed by the Government in purely technical positions,

After this gentleman presented in detail the reasons why he
was not a Comumnist, I said to him, "What in your judgment is the trend
of the Government? Whither is it drifting?"

The reply was, "We are evolving a system which will, in all
probabilities, be a synthesis of that which is best in all the govern-
ments."

Querry: "Do you know any group of people who crave for a re-
version to the old Czarist days?"

Reply: "Wot if you used the lamp of Diogenes could you find
any such group in Russia. There is not a soul who is not supremely hap-
Py that the days of Czarism are over."

Querry: "If you had it in your power to create a new Order,
would you put the Communists out of power?"

"No," was the prompt answer.

"Why not?"

"Because Comrunism has, during the past nine years, so
woven itself into the social, economic and political fabric of our
people that the overtarow of the Bolshevik Government would result in
another revolution---and we have had so many revolutions that we would
rather bear the ills we have than fly to others we know not of."

"Are conditions, then, improving?"

"Decidedly so! From year to year there have been notice-
able changes. Production is increasing greatly. The transportation
system is almost up to par, etc. etc., With Stalin and his group at the
head, we are going more and more to the Right and away from the Left."

"How do you account for tais tendency?" I asked.

"Because the leaders, faced as they have been with stern
and grim realities, discovered that they could not enforce the Marxian
principles and, conseguently, have been compelled to make more and more
coacessions~---such as they would never have dreamed of making vhen they
were merely theorizing and evolving systems out of their inner comnscious-
ness."

With slight verbal variations,; the foregoing sentiments
werc expressed by practically every individual with whom I discussed the
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situation and reinforced by the citation of a number of what scemed to be in-
controvertible economic facts. And please bear in mind that these expres-
sions did not emanate from Communists,

I must confess that I went to Russia filled with prejudices
such as I have been fed upon for nine ycars by a hostile press. These
prejudices were in a degree strengthened by my contact with a certain
type of American Comumnist who in the past few years has attempted to
create so much mischief in the Trade Union movement and destroy that
which you and others have so painfully built up. The Amalgamated Clo-
thing Workers, for instance, have suifered a great deal from their chi-
canery, as you have reason to know. It was only through the wiee states-
manship of Sidney Hillman and his associates that the uropaganda of the
Commmunist element in their midst was weakened. Because I was aware of
the mischievous tactics and vicious propaganda of the Left Wing groups
in the Needle Industry in the United States, I naturally brought to Russia
many sentiments and convictions far from favorable to the Soviet Govern-
ment., But, after studying the situation in Russia, I was forced to the
same conclusions arrived at by Sherwood Eddy and other thoughtful observers
who had gone to Russia to get facts at first hand.

It must be remembered that while the Communist in Russia has
abandoned the political and economic ideology preached by Karl Marx and
adopted by Lenin in 1917, the Comrmnist in America still clings to an
ideology which Lenin and his disciples discarded as long ago as 1921.
How quickly the American Comrmunist would be disillusioned if he went to
Russia! Although the American Comrmunist (I am referring to a certain
type) resorts to tactics which may be reprehensible, ths is no reason
why any one should be blinded to the changes which have been made and
which are taking place in Russia. And it is on account of these changes
that I feel we should assume a more sympathetic attitude.

In your letter to the President you make the claim that there
have becn no acts of the Soviet Government indicating a fundamental change
of policy, but that, on the contrary, Stalin has continued his revolu-
tionary and anti-foreign pronouncements. The NEW YORK TIMES, by no means
pro-Soviet, was right when, comuenting editorially upon your letter, it
said: "What Stalin does is more important than what he says." How easy
it is to pick excerpts out of Stalin's and Bucharin's speeches and pro-
nouncements published for local consumption, and on the basis of these
build up a great case! But it is no less absurd to adopt such a method
than it would be for the English and French to base their opinion of
America upon those excerpts in "Americana" compiled by H. L. Mencken and
which appear monthly in the AMERICAY MERCURY.

I hope you will pardon my candor when I say that to me, as
a decp sympathizer with the Labor Movement in America, it is a source of
keen regret and disappointment that you and men like you, who represent
that which is best in the Trade Union movement in this country, should be
accepting, without inquiry and intemsive study, all the reports concern-
ing Russia which come largely from Riga, Berlin and London, particularly
Riga where so many intriguing stories are concocted. If there is any
one group in America which should approach this or any other kindred sub-
ject calmly and dispassionately, it is the Labor group because, as you
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know only too wecll, there is no clement in our population which has bcen
and still is so maligned and vilified in many quarters as the Trade Union
group. In this connection, let mc cite a bit of personal history.

About threc years ago the Clothing lManufacturers, the Contractors
and the Amalgamatced Clothing Workers askcd me to scerve as Inpartial
Chairman in the industry in the City of New York. I was then,
and am now, the Executive Director of the Fedecration of Jewish Chari-
ties in Philadelphia. As soon as I acccepted this post of honor and great
responsibility, thosc manufacturers in Philadelphia who have fought stron-
uously for the open shop (and Philadelphia is notoriously an opcn-shop
town), centered protests against ry accepting a position which involved,
in their judgnent, an identification with a dangerous anti-social insti-
tution. They honestly belicved that I was doing something which was dis-
tinctly un—-American; that I was giving aid and comfort to the cneny; that
a lot of "anarchists" and "Bolsheviki" would invade the City..of Brotherly
Love where thc Republic was created., In fact, the local Chamber of Con-
nerce appointed a committec to wait on me and urge ne to give up this po-
sition., VWith pride they pointed out that in Philadelphia, nore than in
any other city in the country, the so-callcd American Plan prevailed. How
could I, a supposedly decent individual and holding a responsible position
in the Charitics, ally nmyself, even indircectly, with a Trade Union? Scv-
eral prominent contributors to our Charities threatened to withdraw their
contributions if I did not give up the Impartial Chairmanship. It was
only after I addressed thc Executive Cormittece of tihe Chamber of Coruicrce

and cxplaincd the nature of my position and all of its implications, that
they ccased regarding me as an cneny of socicty and placed ne on "proba—
tion," so to speak.

I nention the foregoing incident to show to what an cxtent
prcjudice and passion play an important part in our lives; to what an
extent we are aversc to facing facts and rcalities.

May I say that I did not go to Russia as a sclf-constituted
agent to make a study with a vicew to advising the President or Congress
as to what action should or should not be adopted with reference to
rocognition. I have no particular interosts in thc matter. I was
merely in scarch of Truth, I can not help deploring that the American
Federation of Labor rejected, in the manncr in which it did, the pro-
posal to send to Russia a cormittece composed of such kcen obscrvers as
yoursclf. What folly to supposc that you and your associatcs would
have becn scduccd by the supposcdly honcyed words of a Stalin or a
Trotsky, or that particular institutions would have becen brought moren-
tarily into cxistonce, mercly to crcate a favorable impression upon
the Amcrican delegates!

And if such a cormission had gone to Russia, if it had studied
the factors which led up to the Revolution of October, 4947, &% 1%
had fanziliarized itsclf with the notable social and econoiic changes
which arc taking place, if it had comc into contact witn tens of thousands
of hunan beings who arc making a desperate effort to create a Better Life,
if it had judged the interplay of forces in terms of Russian and aot of
Anerican psychology, then the commission would, on its rcturn, adopt vi?-
tually the same conclusions which you will find in the two reports submitted
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two ycars ago by the Men and Women'!s English Trade Unionists, who

sent separate dclegations to Russia, Your reccomendation to President
Coolidge would then be: Recognize Russia, provided thc Soviet Governnent
is preparcd to adherc to the conditions outlined by you and Charles E.
Hughes in 1923---and the Soviet regine is preparcd to mect cvery onc of
those conditions, Why not, in any event, meet around the conference
table and discuss the situation calmly and dispassionatecly?

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Jacob Billikopf




JACOB BILLIKOPF Telephone, Stuyvesant 4083
Impartial Chairman

MEN'S CLOTHING INDUSTRY

OFFICE of the IMPARTIAL CHAIRMAN
NEW YORK MARKET

41 Union Square
NEW YORK, N.Y. Yecember 2nd, 1926

Rabbi A, H. Silver
Cleveland, Chio

My dear Kkabbi Silver:

Mr. Billikopf has asked me to send you a copy of his
letter to Matthew Woll of the Americen Federation of Labor. I
wonder if you would be good enough to let Mr, Billikopf know what

you think of it.,

Sincerely yours,

Vool + Lacvn

Secretary to Mr. Billikopf




JACOB BILLIKOPF
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

THE FEDERATION OF
JEWISH CHARITIES OF PHILADELPHIA
330 SOUTH NINTH STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA.




UNITED STATES SENATE

Washington, D. C.
February 13, 1927,

Dear bkr, Billikopf:-

Your letter of January 17th, reached my
office in due time. I have been so busy with matters pending
in the Senate and before the Judiciary Committee of which I am
Chairman, that I have not been abls to even re sad the letters
that come to my office and which reguire my perscnal sttention.
I devote the Sabbath Day in an attempt to clear my deck of the
accumulatédrcorrespondence, and on this day, late in the after-
noon, I have ]”Gt reached and read your letter, together with
the enclosures

I have read these enclosurezs with a very
great and deep interest. 1 am impressed and deeply moved with
what to me seenis to be the logical and judicial attitude that
you have assumed in this correspondence. You have, in a very
polite and courteous way, called to the attentlion of those with
whom vou have been corresponding, a weakness of human nature with
which nearly all of us are afflicted. <hose who ar not thus
afflicted are exceptional because they have tlhie ability to tale
a fair and logicai view of a difficult situation, when all the
tendency of propagenda and oublicity would lead them to look at
the question in a more superficial way.

Your corresvondence demonstrates that you are
fearless in the expresgion of your cpinicn, and that you are ready
to submit your ideas to the criticism and tlie judgment of those
who oppose vou, and thet when vou are convinced of & error you are
likewise rcody to acknowledge it. I wish the American people had
more men with minds as fair, and that they could all read what you
have said in regard to Russia. A man hardly dares to say anything
in favor of Russies without belng denounced and condemned as a
bolshevik or an anarchist; and wvhen I sce the head of our Govern-
ment taking a course that I believe to be of that kind I am deep-
ly grieved and shocked.

I have tallkked with so many pcople from Russie,
have rcad so much about it, and have tricd to digest so many op-
posite opinions, that I confess I have often been in a dilemma to
form a candid judgment of my own as to just what were the condi-
tions over there. I have found so many men - and woren too, who
have becn 1n my judgment unrcasonable, and who have onlv a super-
ficlial vicw cven after they have visited the country, that I
doubted whether it was possible to get the correct 31tuation in
view. Therc arc so many divorgcnt opinions on bechaelf of those who
have apparcntly had cqual opportunitics to form correct judgment!
Rcluctantly and much against my will I have been compellcd to be-
licve that many of our own pcople, high in official llLG, including
our Pre¢sident and Scerctary of othtp lheve been misled by falsc pro-
paganda which they had the ability, dnd should have had the willing-
ncss, to analyze in a falr and judicial way, and which.it scecms to
mc they did not - and do not - do. The aticmpt of the Scerctary of
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State to have eirculcted over the country, thru the prinecipal no
agencics, propuganda which he would not darc admit came from the
State Dbb“rtmknt bececausc ho did not have sufficient evidencec to
show that thoe sourccs of his information werec either truc or re-
liable, 1s an evidoenece - a painful cvidenee - of the weaknoss of
men in high orfficial 1life, where ti:e¢ poople have a right to dc-
mand a judici:zl and o feir-mindcd tomporment. If our information
must be gathcrcecd from onr State Popeartint under thesc conditions,
I foar we will noever get the truth.

70 iy mind 1t 1s humilieoting to thin that our Sceretary
of State would undcertake to hevs eircalated, unrcaliable i-rformation
which would have & tendency to work our people up into & montal
attitude of unfricndliness toward o nation with which we were at
peace, - a fecling that would naturally grow and might easily lead
to wapr,

Aftcr 2ll, how fceble are the s chu:rds thaet kocp us ct
peace! And how dangcrcus it is that thosc who hove the shaping of
our dcstiny should be nioved by such 1i‘og10“l and unfair mcthods
in crcating & sentiment of hostility and hate aguinst our fcllow
men! By what tendcer threads docs hang the sword of hate that might
so caslly drive us to the horrors and the suffering of an unrcason-
able and crucl war,

I rcgret that those high in Union Labor. circlcs did not
necept yourr advicc. 1 cah'set‘no-rcasons if o cause 1s just, why
we should fecar a falr arngd honegdt Qdiscussiog.ef;/it. Nelthor can I
undcrstand vhy we should doeny, b(foro we aedy” the right of those
who disagrcc with us to be F“" and to hawé-the right to show what
they claim to bec the rigktuchAugs of thcir own conduct.

RS g bl 0 ) 0 8

Very truly vours,

orris

Mr. Jacob billikopf,

Exccutive Director

Jewish Charities of Philade¢lphia
330 South Ninth Stroeet,
Phllodeiphia, Pernsylvanis.,

b




Federation of Jewish Charities

MEMORANDUM

Philadelphia, Pa. February 23, 1927.

From DBPBillikopf
To Silver
Subject:
You will be interested in the enclosed letter
from Senator Norris of Nebraska. Don't you wish we

had more men like him in the Sema te?




UNITED STATES SEVATE
™
Washington, D. C.
February 13, 1927.

Dear Mr. Billikopf:-

Your letter of January 1l7th, reached nmy
of fice in due time. I have been so busy with matters pending
in the Senate and before the Judiciary Comlttee of which <4 am
Chairman, that I have not been abls to even read '
that come to my off'ice and whicnh require ! fe ention.
I devote the Sabbath Day in an attempt <©o CJVQP my deck of the
accumulatedr correspondence, and on this day, late
noon, I have just reached and read your letter,
the enclosures.

I have read tVéce einclosurea with a very
great and deep interest. l am impressed and deeply moved with
what to me seerns the logical and Jaiicial attitude that
you have assuned this correspondence. You have, in a very
polite and courteous way, called to the attentlon of those with
whom vou have been ccrrespcnﬁ*no, a weakness of huran nature with
which nearly 21l of us are afflicted. <“hose who are not thus
afflicted are exceptional because they have tlhe ability to talke
a fair and logicai view of a difficult situation, when all the
tendency of propsgenda and vublicity would lead them to look at
the question in a more superficial way.

Your correspondence demonstrates that you are
fearless in the expresgion of your cpinien, and that you arc ready
to submit your ideas to the criticism and tiie judgment of those
who oppose vou, and thet when vou are convinced of & error you are
likewise rcedy to acknowledge it. I wish the American people had
more men with minds as fair, and that they could all read what you
have said in regard to Russia. A man hardly dares to say anything
in' favor of Russla without being denounced and. condemned as a
bolshevik or an anarcnist; and \b(n I see the head of our Govern-

ent taking a course that I believe to be of that kind I am deep-
ly grieved and shocked.

havc tallked with so many pcople from HRussis,
have rcad so much about it, and have tried to digest so manv op-
posifte opinions, that I confess I have often bbcn in a dilemma to
form a candid judgmcnt of my own as to just what werce the condi-
tions over there. I have found so rany men - and women too, who
have been in my judgment unrsaoonublo, and who have only a super-
ficial vicw cven after they have visited the country, that I
doubted whether it was possible to get the correct situation in
view. Therc arc so many divergoent opinions on bchelf of those who
have apparcntly had cqual opportunitics to form corrcct judgment!
Rcluctantly and much against my will I have been compelled to be-
licve that many of our own pcople, high in official 1life, including
our President and Scerctary of State, have been misled by falsc pro-
paganda which they had the ability, and should have had the willing-
ncss, to analyze 1in a fulr and judicial way, and which it scecms to
mc they did not - and do not - do. The aticmpt of the Scerctary of
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Stcte to have circulcted over the country, thru the prinelpal ncvs
agencics, propuganda which he vwould not darc admit came from vl
State Department becausc Lo did not have sufficlent evidonece o
ghow thnt tho sourcces of his inforrmuation woro cithor truc or ro-
liable, 13 an ovidonce - a2 painful c¢videonce - of the weeknoess of
men in high officicl 1life, where ti o pooplo have a right to :lo-
mand a judicicl and o fair-mindcd c~‘5,rmwnt. If our Informction
must be gathiercd from onr State Boportint under tlicsc condltions,

I fear we will never gct tho trdJ_‘

To 1y mind it 48 humilintizng t¢ thin thet our Scorctary
of State would unﬂb¢"ak; Lo hevs elrciintod; Unpoalinnd i;‘mrmit on
which would have 2 tgndcecney to work ovr people up into & mantal
attitude of unt PWunQJmeJS toward & nation with which wo were at
peace, ~ a fecling that would naturally grow end might easily lead
Lo ¥nr.

Aftcr 2ll, how fceble are thc safeguards thuat kceep us at
peccel And how dongoercus it 1s that thosec who have the shaping of
ur destiny should be nioved by such illogiccl and unfair mcthods
in crecating a scentiment of has;i= y and hate against our fecllow
men! By what tcender threads doos he. ng the sword of hate that might
80 c¢aslily drive us to the horrors and the suffering of an unrcasons=
able and cruel war,

3 ryﬁrwt that those high in Union Labor circlcs did not
accept your advico., 1 €38 seo-no-regsoniilisPRpr couse is just, why
we should fear a fnir ar@ hongs8i(disqussieiriof jt. Nelthor can 1
understand why we should dony, boforg we'act, -the right of those
who disagrce with us to e F;ar and to haveo the rignt to show whet
they clalm to bc the rightecusness off their own conduct.

Again thanl’ing vou,

/ery truly yours,

. We Norris

Mr. Jacob billik

Exscutive Dlt",Ct or,

Jowish Charitics of Philadelphia
330 South Ninth Strcet,
Philodelphla, Pcnnsylvania,
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Federation of Jewish Charities

MEMORANDUM

Philadelphia, Pa.

Mar. 23, 1927.
From Jacob Billikopf

To Rabbi Silver
Subject: Dear Silver: The attached copy of a letter

to Matthew Woll will interest and perhaps amuse you.

‘&Jypdt“Fkx




Mr. Matthew Well,
AWOP:CP” Federation of lLabor
Washington, D. C.

You and I have had some correspondence regarc-
Sherwoo d Eddy Report nn Russia. Today 1 am addressing
to you on an altogether different matter.

For some vears + have been 4eeply interested
in the subject of 0ld Age Pensions. Having been identifled with
various types of philanthropic endeavor, both of a secular and
non-secular character, city-wide and country-wide, I have natur-
ally come intimately in touch with the problems affecting the
poor, <Though a strong believer in private charities, yet I
have come to feel that there are certain fileldis cof philanuhr ople
endeavor which should be supported and financed by Society at
large.

‘}E%, in 1912, I advocated the Widows' and

Orphans' Allowancesin I ssouni - the flirst State in the Unlon to
adopt the ldea - with th regult theat hundreds of milllons of
follars are spent annually tcday by organized soci etv in the
care of widows and orphans in their own homes instead of insti-
tutions. UNeedless to say, that when this measure was first prc-
posed it met with a great deal of opposition frcm the vested in-
terests, who attacked it on the ground that it was Tpaternalis-
ti nd f'sccialigfioly \“In tihose d8ys the +nrm 'Balshevik! did

ctherwise this favorite sxpressicn would have been
those of us who were sponsoring so !'revelutionary!
as the care of widows and orrhans in their cwn homes,

provided by the municipality or State,

our present effcrts to bring about 01d

Age Tensions fn the aged and Iinfirfm - ani they present as acute
a rroblem as devendent and delinquent childhood - we are again
met by oproshtlnn . the part of those who regarcd any type of
social adjvance as revoluticnary. In our State, an extraordinary
report of 0ld Age Pensions was issued by the Pension Commission,
of which Mr, James H. Maurer, President of the Pennsylvania
Federation ef Labor, and whom you probably know, is the Chair-
man. Senator Flora M. Vare, sister-in-law cof Senator-elect
William Vare, recently introduced a measure in the Senate,
ealling for tlo creation of an Cld Age Pension system. But

some of the leading manufacturers' organizations, particularly
the one dominated by Mr. Grundy, are bitterly opnosed to this

legislation, 1t is "vielous: it 1s subversive of...sse:s3 it
corresponds to the dele system in England, etc




I attempted to prove to & friend of mine, a prominent
manufacturer, that the 0ld ngo Pension measure is 9 porfnct bly
respectable one; that it is iIn line with modern, progressive
thought. "*ut," said my friend, "to show you how vicious the
proposal 1s, even the American Federation of lLabor is bitterly
opposed to it." I was amazed. Coming from Eissouri I wanted
"to be shown." Thercupon mv friend called mv atte ntlon to a

tter addressed to governors and 1egislators, by the National
Civic Federation, to the effect that "state pensions have in-
creased pauperism, possess little practical value, " and there-
fore should be ignored. ”Inasmuch,” added my friend, "as
ir. Woll is the acting President of the National Civic Federa-
tion, is 1t possible that he, being one of the two or three
strongest lcaders in the Amarlcan Fedcecration of Labor movement
and its spokesman, does not speak for his organization? Surely
such a comrunication as was sent by the Civic Federation must
have had lir., Well's approval!l"

I confess I was a bit nonplussed to think that you
should errvoge: legislation which, in the judgment of those ofc
us who are close to the problem, 1s so ab&olutelvy necessary and
in linc with "orthodox economics." %Yet, in the light of what I
know of the rederation and the activities of Mr. Ralph Easley,
who signcd the Pomrunicdtlon, I am loath to believe that you-had
any previou ‘ cdge of the letter» . wrdbtendover Mr. PBasley's
signature, Ju s I am, o be. perfceeblr gaandid, disinclined to
believe, in the light of internal evidenee, that you werc actual-

ly the author of thc communication addresged to Fresident
Coolidge, commenting on the Sherwood #ddwy Report.

1 h 3 Mp/a position vo inform my fricnd,
the m&nufup+1 and others who are WFT:H_ o much capital out
of you 3 1 0 n w: the National Civie Fedcration, that
you arc " 10 WA C8p “l\ 10r the hagl;? letior; thaet the
Amcrican Federation of ;abor should cecrtainly not be held
accountable for the views expresscd by Mr. sasley, and that, in
truth, thce Amcrican B.A rﬂtlm of labor or some of 1ts cnnut tu-
gnts, 1l1like the JLLt d Mincrs Verkors of America, have for yoara
gnd vcars becen ag b,tir for the cstablishment of 0ld Age Pension
Legislatlion.

3incerely you

o
[ L]

¢acob Billikopf
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