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THE FEDERATION OF
JEWISH CHARITIES OF PHILADELPHIA

330 SOUTH NINTH STREET
September 13, 1927.
Dear Silver:

¥elcome home! I note you were in Russia
and am glad of it. To what extent do my views, expressed
in the enclosure, harmonize with yours?

1 suppose you have read about Max Steuer's
sensational charges against the J.D.C. I am enclosing

copy of a letter to Steuer, which will interest you.

Did you get a line on the colonization work
in Russia!?

Yours,

Rabbi A. H. Silver. i




September 14, 1927

Mr, Max D, Steuer
42 Broadwey
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr, Steuer:-

A copy of the letter, written to you last weak,
was sent to Dr. Lee K. Fran®¢l who, as you recall, was the Chair-
man of the Commission that went abroad five years ago to make an
intensive analysis of our activities. Among the members of tho
Commission were Professor Milton Rosenau of Harvard University,
Mr, David M. Pressler. a noted communal worker and Mr. Morris
Wolf of Philadelphia, one of the ablest members of the Penneyl-
vania Bar. Mr. Morris Wolf concerned himself largely with an
analysis of the fiscal reports.

This rorning I received from Dr. Frankel a
communication in which ho expresses complete accord with my
views and from which I quote the following sentence?

"As you know, five years ago, when the Commission
of which I was Chairman went to Poland, we wont
very carcfully into the matter of finance. Wo
were unablo to find anything which indicated mis-
use of funds, Naturally, thers had been some
wasto, but this was occasioned by the conditions
which existod at the time the J.D.C., first undor-
took to send roliaf".

Whon I was in Warsaw last summor, the secretary
to our American Ministcr wanied me to meet Bartols, the then Chief
of the Dopartment of Foreign Affairs, Bartels had just given out
an oxceedingly oncouraging statement, exprossing, in behalf of
Pilsudsk} and his colloagues, sentiments of friendship toward the
Jews., I was naturally anxious to meet Bartols and cbtain more
concrete information as to what was actually implied in his pro-
mouncement., Unfortunately, ho was called to Paris, but I did
have an opportunity of discussing mattors with one of tho attaches
in the Dopartment. Tho gentleman was quite friendly dut did not
disguise the fact that:"If one half of the Jows of Poland would
trek, the Poles could got along quite amicably with the rest of
the Jows." Ag an evidonco of his personal affection for our
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people, ho assurcd me that:"Snme of the bost friends I have
in the world ars Jews."{I don't believe thers is a Polisnh
word for Hobrew, otherwiso ho might have used a more cuphon-
ious term.)

Having just reed Dubnow's "Fistory of ths Jews"
I procoedsd to point out to my nemly acquiroed arquainienne
what tho Jowe had meoant to Poland; how much they had contri-
wutod o ites induetrial dovalernent and what distinct coniri-
butiohs Russimend Poiisn Jewe had made Lo American 1ifs and
civilizetwen. IHis corment wesi- “icu are a stranper! Naturally
you canroi grasy cur prodbiess;  bat why don't vou cpoak to Leputy
Gruenebaus whe ls certainly a conscientious ¢ovt Ho will repaat
What he has beca sajing gain and again in public - that Poland
has a nillion more Jawe ihan it can possibly care for. So, you
500, I am not expressing morely a Polish point of view."

Of course, I will not accuse Mr. Gruenebaum of
consciously placing mokt dangersoa weanone in the hands o Polish
antisermitos. In his zoal for Zioaism, He warts thvs world tc know
that the only way of holiping Polish Jeavy is to transfer them en

nasse to Palestino. The fact remains that Deputy Gruonoebawn has
done so much damage to the Jews of Poiand by his rockless state-
ments that his newly conceived "constructive measurea" cannct

Possibly compensate for the injury he hae dene his poODLe,

Mr, Isracl Zapgwill and Mr. Jaccd Schiff initiated
in 1907 what was then kaown as tho Calveston rovement and the purpose
of which was to deflact etroams of irmigratica to +he Wost, Souvth
and Southwest, thuc rolicving the tension in the crewdad Eestorn
sections of the counivy. I+ was a movemens in whaich Mr. Devid
Brossler, Mr. Morris U, Walaman and 1 cooperated extencivaly.
Suppose, in his entnusizsm for tho Csuzso and 4a his passionate
desire to enlist the syupaihetic coomorztion of %he Westorn and
niddie Western Jowish curmunities, Mr. Jaccb Schiff had come out
#ith pronouncements that the Metrupolis had a million or a half
million rore Jews than belonged there; that they covld not
Possibly be assimilated. industrially and sconumically; +the*
thoir preportion to the Centile povaiation was “ao large, how
do you suprese Mr. Schiff's proncuncement woild have baen received
by the antisemitos? And what would “he Jaws have said?

Waen 1 think of tho Grusnedoicas and their like, I feel
like uttering tho cry of the old Latin poot:

"Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.!
Sincerely yours,

Jacob Billikopf




Dear Mr. Billikopf:-

I want to thank you for your letter of Septem-
ber 12th which reached me together with the enclosure of a copy of
a letter which you forwarded to Mr. Steuer.

You may have noticed in the 'New York Timed
that when I returned I contented myself with a general statement
that the outlook in Europe, as far as our people were concerned,
was a much better one than it was during the preceding years of
my visit to the same countries, I was perhaps responsible for
the occurrence because I acted as host at a few luncheons given
to these delegates from the different countries of the Contil-
nent. I saw - although it was my first experience - that we
Americans count for nothing when it comes to any European prob-
lem, These men, for one reason or another, and particularly by
reason of their great ability and versatility, have these prob-
lems at their fingers' ends whereas we Americans are required to
go through the ABC to each question that comes up for discussion.

At_our own conference in_Zurich we Americans
counted for nothing. I noticed that at the Basle conference,

fifteenth Zionist Congress, our American delegates cut but a
very sorry figure.

S0 to recur to the first paragraph of my
letter, I at least wanted to become more closely acquainted with
the leaders of these different countries; hence thesec intimate
talks with these men from Poland, Latvia, Bulgaria, etc. HNr.
Steuer was present at every one of these talks and a great many
statements were new to him., He did not know the condition as 1t
existed then, and while I don't want to say 1t for publication,
some things were told at those conferences which needed a grcat
deal of explanation, to say the least.

I do not take it upon myself to judge of
Mr. Steuer's method of remedying what he considered a grecat evil.
He is well able to spcak for himself and my only regret 1s that
the attitudc of the lcaders of the Jewish community of the city
and in the nation extends such scant courtesy to Mr. Steuer and
to his statement. You may search the country from coast to
coast to find a man who has done more constructive work whenever
called upon by the leaders of our communitics than has Mr. Steuer;
and a man of his standing at the Bar in not only the State but in
the nation, should have been accorded more decent treatment than
he has received, unless it is the policy of the leaders to do
with the Jewish community of America what has been done in Eng-
land and in France, to wit, have one man speak for the whole com-
munity on every conceivable problem as in England. However, that

particular spokesman makes good any deficiency of the budget of
the community for which he speaks, I am informed that the same
thing is true 1n France. I will 1leave it to your superior
knowledge and information as to existing conditions, to judge
whether the leaders in this community do what the leaders in
the other communities have been doing for many-ycars.




It did seem curlous to me, 1f I may be pcrmitted to say

so, that since the outbreak of the Europcan War to the present
moment, with an cxpenditurce of approximately #60,000,000., not a
single effort has been made to make a clear statement of what and
how and when and where and by whom this money was expended, espe-
cially in view of the numberless complaints both from abroad and
from at home as to the method and manner of the distribution. I
personally asked Mr. Warburg during one of the drives: "Mr.
Warburg, what am I to say to the charge that out of every dollar
given not more than a half a dollar reaches its destination?"
Mr. Warburg appreciated my dilemma and tried to help me out but
he did not question my motives. He knew that I was sinply re-
peating a thousand time repeated charge that the money did not
reach,

In view of such a situation, Mr. Steuer being a lawyer
of the first order with an equitable mind and with a mind desirous
of proof and proof only, I am not at all surprised that he has
taken the attitude he has in view of what he heard. These men
who spoke to him did not seem to be the scum of the earth. They

were leaders in their community and if not leaders should be
leaders, because they are able, honest, informed, cultured and be-
longing to families in some instances who have lived for many
centuries in the communities from which they come and which they
represented.

In view of the length of your letter I hope I have not
presumed upon your good nature to ask you to rcad these lines.

In conclusion, I want to say that the leadcrs of this

community will have to seek far and wide for a substitute for

Mr. Steuer, whom they have so unceremoniously banished from their
councils.

Cordially yours,

Emanuel Hertz




September 14, 1927.

Emanuel Hertz, IEsq.,
149 Broadway,
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. lHertz:-

When I was associated with the late Jacob H,
Schiff in the 1917 Foreign helief Campaign in New York City,
and in consequencge of which the then colossal sum of {E,000,000.
was raised, it was my proud boast that one of the finest contri-
butions we werc making to local Jewry was the discovery of hidden,
but powerful potentislities, such as represented by lir. Max Steuer.
If my memory serves ne correctly, it was in the 1917 campaign that
Mr. Max Steuer, for the first time, took & very active part in e
large communal enterprise, and I rccall that immediately after
the Campaign, Mr., Steuer and I discuss_ed at length the great
human asscts to the Jewish community which were revealed in that
humanitarian effort. I am, thcrefore, the last person to under-
rate Mr. Steuer's importance to the Jewish community of New Yorl:
or to the larger Jecwish community of /imerica.

You state in your letter that "a man of Mr. Stcuert
standing at the Bar should have been accorded more decent trcat-
ment than he has received, unless it it the policy of the leadcrs
to do with the Jewish community of America what has been done in
England and in France." I think I am sufficientlt familiar with
what goés on in Amcrican Jewish life and with American Jewish
lcaders, to say that they would have becn delighted to have avail-
ed themsclves of Mr, Steuer's services. It is a fact, is it not,
that in rccent years Mr. Stcuer has been one of thc outstanding
spokesmen in the community for the Federation of Jewish Charities,
which is the largest singlc cxpressibn of Jewish life, and you may
rest assured that the Marshalls, the Warburgs and the others to
whom you refer by implication, would have beecn only too happy to
allow IMr., Stecuer to share in other activities, if they thought
Mr. Steuer was rcceptive. Parcenthetically, if you know a suitable
person or persons who would carec to relicve Mr. Marshall (same is
true of Warburg, Lehman, Roscnwald and others) of any of his nu-
merous obligations, he will, T am surc, be only too happy to re-
linquish thcse obligations, without imposing on his succecssors
the burden so righteously assumed by those European Jewish leadcrs
who, to quote you, "make good deficiencies of the budgets of the
communities for which they speak."

Whether these assuranccs are acceptable to you or
not, I must, however, exprcss utter lack of sympathy for the fol-
lowing comment in your letter, nomely, "the leaders of the Jewish
community and in the nation have extended such scant courtesy to
Mr. Steucr.and to his statement." I repcat what I said in my
letter to lr. Steuer, that if he has been genuincly concerned in
arriving at thc truth, the least courtcsy hc might have shown to
Mr. Warburg, with whom he has becn agsociated for ycars in Feder-
ation activitics, and to Mr. Marshall, for whom he¢ expresses such
extraordinary rcegard, was to havce cormunicated to them privately
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the scrious charges prescentced to him at Zurich, and, failing to
get satisfaction, he might have then sought recoursc to thc press.
No, he need not have spoken to them as a matter of courtecsy, but
on account of the far-reaching effects a statement coming from him
was likely to have on thousands of persons who had made definite
commitments and many of whom are only too happy to be relicved of
their pledgese.

I am woefully ignorant of the rules of legal procedurec.
I am unfamiliar with the Principles of Evidence. Wigmore on
Evldence is merely a name to me - nothing clse. But, as a layman,
it would scem to me that a fundamental principle in the Law of
Evidence would demand the submission of your casé¢ in an orderly
manner - and not have it tried in the newspapers. True, occasion-
ally somec lawyers present preliminary statemcnts to the press with
a view to creating atmosphere for their clients, but I imagine
that the Bar condemms such procedure as highly unethical. As a
prominent member of the New York Bar, you will correct me, if I
am mistaken. MNr. Max Steuer, having presented his facts to the
newspapers, before he had an opportunity to discuss them with
those who have been in charge of the distribution of the funds
for nearly filteen years - those for whom he expresses such rare
admiration; Mr. Max Steuer having assumed the triple role of
Judge, Jury and Chief Exccutioner - how did you expect the leaders

to extend anything but "scant courtesy to Mr. Steuer and to his
statement ?"

It has been a source of great surprise in various circles
as to what actuated Mr. Steuer to make against the J.D.C. the
startling charges in the manner in which he did. Persons are
asking themselves the question: "Why did he do it? Why did he
adopt such methods?" All sorts of answers have been given to
those speculative questions. Those charitably inclined mercly
commented: "Goes to show that even a brilliant lawyer will be
guilty of a fauz pas." Your letter makes the matter fairly
clear., Apparently, Mr, Steuer bitterly rescnts that a man of his
standing at the Bar, in the State and in the Nation, should not
be receiving from the Jewish leaders the trcatment to which he
and such ardent admirers as you fcel he is entitled. He probably
shares your conviction that the spokesmen in our American Jewish
communities should, at least, emulate the example of their Euro-
pean confreres and "make good deficiencies of the budgets of the
communities for which they speak." To satisfy his resentment, he,
therefore, heedless of the consequences to thousands of suffering
co-religionists, prefcrs against the J.D.C. leaders charges based
on hecarsay evidence, which would not be acceptable even in a magis-
trate's court, much less in a higher court of law., Your letter, I
repeat, clears up the mystery - to overthrow the existing Dynasty
in Jewish life. The methods of the Joint Distribution Committec
were to be "exposed®" The J.D.C. - delenda est!

You state: "It did seem curious to me, if I may be per-
mitted to say so, that since the outbreak of the European War to
the present moment, with an expenditure of approximatcly $60,000,00.
not a single effort has bcen made to make a clear statement of what




and how and when and where and by whom this money was expcnded,"
As a matter of fact, at every Conference called for the purpose
of stimulating relicf activities abroad, the Troasurer has read
detalled and comprehensive statements, showing how and whcn and
where and by whom the money was expended. These reports have
always been available.

I am enclosing copy of another letter written to Mr.
Steuer, in which you will note what Dr. Lee K. Frenkel, Vice-
President of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, New York,
and Chairman of the Commission which studied J.D.C. activities
abroad five years ago, has to say regarding financial operations
of the J.D.C. At the time, Dr., Frankecl's report was given wide-
spread publicity.

With kind regards.
Bincerely yours,

(signed) Jacob Billikopf

P. S. As I finished dictating this letter, I received word from
New York that Mr. Naumburg, thc well known Warsaw journalist,

wired to the Forward the following unsolicited message: "Steucr's
statement concerning me false." One of Mr. Steuer's star witnesses
repudiates his testimonyl! Mark my word, beforc the week is over,
there will be other voluntary repudiations. Do you know why?
Because 1f Shabad, Tchernikoff and Naumburg actually made the stat.
ments with which they are credited, their respective communitics

would deny the slanderous charges alleged to have boon made by
them,




JACOB BILLIKOPF
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

THE FEDERATION OF
JEWISH CHARITIES OF PHILADELPHIA
330 SOUTH NINTH STREET
PHILADELPHIA. PA,







October 7, 1927.

Mr. Jacob Billikopf,

Yederation of Jewish Charities,
330 South Ninth Street,
Philedelphia, Pa.

Ky dear Mr. Billikonf:

Thank you for your kind letter. Tnasmuch
a8 you have never heard of the Gezerd, T am toking
the liberty of enclosing a ¢lipping from the lMoscow
"Emee" which not only mentions the Cezerd but which
tells you of a lottery which this organization is
now putting on for the benefit of the colonization
project in Rueels. 0Oezerd. I underst=nd, are the
initials of Cesgelsch-ft fur Trdarbeit.

I read the "Emese" dally =8 well as
other Ruesian Jewish newsprpers and merazines.
‘Thie helpe me to possess more information about
conditione in Soviet Ruseia than some of my J.D.C.
friends would like me to possecs.

"ith kindest regards and wicshing you
& very hapry New Year, permit me to remain

Very sincerely yours,

AHS:UVB




JACOB BILLIKOPF
EXECUTIVE DIRECTCOR

THE FEDERATION OF
JEWISH CHARITIES OF PHILADELPHIA
330 SOUTH NINTH STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA. January 17, 1929.

Dear Silver:-

"The melancholy days have come, the saddest
of the Year." So, I think, saith the poet. Ve are in the
midst of our annual Federation Campaign, trying to obtain
$1,750,000 or nearly $25,000 more than last year, but
under more difficult circumstances as meny factors in our
community, particularly the realtors, have been hit., This
by way of apology for not acknowledging sooner the receipt
of wvour book and more particularly for vour affectionate
inscription,

You may rest assured that I will read the
book with unusual joy, but not befcre February lst when
the "melancholy days" will have been over. You will then
hear from me again. In the meantime, ever so many thanks
for your thoughtfulness.

Sunday's issue, on the English page, an interesting article
by Nathaniel Zalowitz regarding Dr. Wise's speech at Carnegile
Hall a few weeks ago in which he spoke of his experiences in
Berlin. I should love to have a chat with you regarding the
entire situation.

Do you get the Forward? If so, read in last 7(

With best regards to you and yours, As ever,
Yours, ® «

bkt

Rabbi Abba H. Silver
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To the Editor,
New York Times.

In a recent editorial, The Times rightly congratulated the
organizers of the charitable drives throughout the country on their
showings to date. As a director of a federation of eharities, which

benefits by such a campaign: 2s a member of the Unemplovment Relief
-

Commmittee, which also benef by it:; and as one of the organizers of

a8 United Campeign for $9,000,000. - that of Philedelphia - I cannot
be set down as an outside disparager of their efforts. 1 rave been
in it up to my elbows.

Yet anv implication that the success. of the communitv chrest
campaigns in the 144 cities that have thus far reported indicates
that the unemployment relief situetion is in band, 1s not supported
by facts. A community chest 1s a concert of all sorts of welfare
agencies - hospitals, homes for tle aged, child welfare end femily
welfare socletlies, orphanages, Y.M. and V,"'.0.A.8, Bov Scouts e&nd
Girl Scouts. "hat these 144 campaigns indicete i1s thet 144 exception-
allv well organized cities are supporting this whole soclal welfere
structure:; with emergent relief work as a new &nd important unit.

For the thousands of other citles, towns and villages of the country
the success of the clest campalgns meens nothing at ell.

For 120 of these 144 citles we have data comprerable with
ast vear which shows &n increase of 14.% per cent in funds raised.
This &and presumebly far more than this is for relief purposes. Yet
relief demands in every American cityv shows sn increacse quite out
of proportion to this gain. Philadelphia's relief expenditures during
September of this vear were 404 per cent above September 19720,

Chicago's 267 per cent, New York's 125 per cent, Clevelend's 1%4 per
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St. Louis' 214 per cent. Ageinst tre rise in need shown by
Septenber figures the lncrease of 14.%2 per cent in private
for all welfare purposes in 130 cities 1s not impressive.
In normal times about 20 per cent of the relief needs of
the average city are met by private funds, the rest coming from
city and county funds. It is obvious that the great bulk of the in-
creased burden of relief must be met by greetlv incressed public
appropriations. But it is the rarc citv or town that has wvet taken
action that even remotelv suggests adequacy or even awareness.
given by the press generallv in headlines
and editorlal corment to the success of the comrmunity chest campaigns
s vear under the acgil: the President's Committee, 1s dangerous
its tendency to lull 'the public into a false security on
whole relief situation throughout the countrv this winter
York there has been a : ht drive for monev for work relief. But
that is not the situation generellyv. In order to stirulate contribu-
tions in a time stringency, relicf and unemplovment have becn
ballvhooed from V'ashington out of all proportion to their place in
the chest budgets. The maintenance of the general structure and
service of social work is as important as relie is more import-
ant than ever in hard times. It is as importent as keeplng up a fire
department at its most effective working pitch at a tirme of drought:
of keeping up hospitals and regular heslth services

epidemic. None the less it 1s unforutnete that becausc

circumstances the newspapers and the public are likely

that with the charitable drives out of the wayv, relief 1s al
attended to and our duty is done.

In the first place we shall not have done our duty in the
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situetion so long as therc 1s such a wide spread between the relief
grantcd by our emergency sct-ups #nd the relicef standerds set by our
going charitable agencles in normel times based on their studics of

€«

whet will kcopyhousehold intact. lcre 1n Philedclphie, for cxanple,
and you must remembor thet I am identified with both organizations -
the minimum relief accorded 2 faemily of five by the femily society
of the Federation of Jdewish Cheritics is 21,97, divided a2s follows:
Food - $9.25: lunches - 60 cents; ront - $5.77 ($25. per month:
5 room housc): light end cooking - 69 ccents: clothing - $2.92:
houschold supprlies - 25 cents; carfare - 90 cents; incidentals -
64 cents: coal - 85 cunts ( on a weekly basis throughout the vear).
This is not guess works; it 1s based on the most rigorous
studies of what 1s nocded to kecp body and soul together; to keep
health from being impaired; to conscrve whet we do not want to sec
broken down in family 1life. The rclief available and distributed by

our Emergency Uncmplevment Relicf Committee, which now has under its

1/ /7 A nm
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care Kﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂ femllics, 1s so fer under this standerd of adequeey as
to be self-evident. It has amounted to $5.00 per weeck for 2 family
of five, for food only. No provision is made for anv of the other
items in the above schedule, with the exception of milk, which is
granted only when nccessary.

We shall not have done our duty by the situation until the
smaller cities and towns and the outlylng districts, such as the
coal flelds, are covered.

Ve shall not have done our duty until municipal and county
appropriations are actually availlable to supplement the chariteble
funds in large cltlies and smnll, which by no stretch of the Imagina-

tion coen mecet the situction. And here there hers been no effective
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lendershlip from Vashington to elicit foresthought, plenning end
emorgent action on the pert of local public officiels throughout
ths countrv.
shell not have done our duty by the siturtion until steote

rcsources £re put behind city funds wherce these f2all short. New Yorl

tho.nks to Govcrnor Rooscvelt, hes made the ourstanding move in this

dircction. Pennsylvenie, undoer Pinchot, is in the throes of doing it.
But the Pennsylvanic Governor has becn blocked by constitutionel
V'lsconsln leglsleture,
rounded progrem blocked
But for the riost pert the stetes ere ¢
inactive and the winter 1s slmost upon us.
Governors into conforence et
or kindrc¢d ehnllenge tostebo
shell not have donc our duty if-hunger walks the streets
this winter; and if we £ to tep netional resources should stat
resources tnd action fall short. So far as I know, there has becn
no survey by the leaders at Vanshington of the extent of city and
state revenues which can or might be available; without which
knowledge Congress cannot act intelligently or intelligently refrain
from action.

e shall not have done our duty 1if in the m ; his de-
pression and its mass unemployment we do not take steps to lay the
foundations of a system through which 1ndustry shall itself, out
of the surplus of normal times, lay by sorie reserves to give
security to the families of the workers it laid off. Unemployment
1s an industrial risk snd there 1s neilther logic nor reeson ls

letting the whole burden come down, as so much of it does now, on
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charitable givers, real estate tax pavers, and on working class
homes. If we turn to the Survey, the journal of trhe social workers
of the counbry, we find the situstion summed up by its editor, Mr,
Paul U. Kellog,as follows:

"fThat we should be in the mess we are in after a decade of
soaring prosperity is all the more a c2ll for new leadership
in our industrial civilization. Unemplovment relief thrusts
a staggering burden upon our social agencies, public and
private. It shakes and may shatter our whole scheme of social
work - health, recreation, educoetion, case standards, for
helping people in the ordinary coils of misfortune. Yet it 1is
driven home to us that charitable giving is not sufficient.
The relief budgets embedded in the sums ralsed by the commun-
ity drives under the leadership of the President's Committee,
won't of themselves last the winter out. Thewv can't meke up
for the flattening out of pav envelopes evervwhere. Social
worlzers who are stewards of these funds know this. Ve turn

to municipal help, but that throws over on to real estate
thre brunt of an industricl risk at a time when lendlords
are shy on rents, when busliness 1s stalled and when home-
owners run the risk of losing thelr equities. This left
handed blow at middle-class incomes glves another twist to
the down spiral of purchrasing power. Moreover, the resources
of hundreds of American runicipalities will be cramped for &
long time to come because of their relief bills last winter
and this.

"Slowly we have begun to reclize that local taxation will not
afford enough money. In New York Governor Roosevelt has
turned to the state income tax to carry a part of tke load.
His was a courageous, resourceful move, but again 1t cuts
in on current privaete incores at & time when they are re-
duced and are needed for revival. In Rhode Island the state
contemplates underwriting the mergent relief bonds of muni-
cipalities, but that is mortgaging the time ahead when Rhode
Island will be struggling to its feet. The same 1s true of
Governor Pinchot's Prosperity Loan in Pennsylvanilea: equally
courageous and resourceful, but equally an augmented tax on
times ahead for an evil that. should have been fended against
and met in part in times past. There will be & drive for
federal relief if hunger stalks this winter. A lot con be
sald for tepping the one great stream of national income to
buoy up what is & nationel erergency ¢s truly as any war.
Not since the Civil War have we known conflict which
devastated Americen hormes like thils depression.

"But my point is thet these cre all hectic efforts to close
the door after the horse is stolen; to try, out ef the
shrunken income to hard times, to temper their irpact.
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"Why shouldn't Americen industry, as o retter of self-
respect and self-dependence, of long-range common sense,

set 1ts house in order so that herecfter in good times
it will lay by some mecsure of resources thet cen be
unlimbered at the first turn of thet spirel? Is it so

hopeless to find a modern counterpert for whet Joseph
did with his grancries during the seven frt years in

Egypt? After 211, we are having a prettv thorough
avakening from our drecms, too."

lT" COb
Executive
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Feb, 9th,1932

dr, Jacob Billikopf,
330 S Hinth Sto'
Philadelphia, Pa,

My dear 3illicie
Please pardon the long delay in answering

your kind letter, I have been out of the city a
good deal of the time,

I am sorry that I have not been able to

do anything in the matter of Judge Cardoze. I have
maintained 2 consistent policy of not asking favors
of !r. Yagchke, to whom I am not unfriendly tut to
whom I would not wish to be oblizated.

He 18 head of the Nepublican political
machine in the state and I would be tying my own
hands for the future if I were to request any favors
of him, I ar sure you will understand,

"ith kindest regards to you and Futh in
which Virginia joins we, I am

Very sincerely yours,






