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Se tember 13, 1927. 

Dear Silver: 

Welcome home! note you were in Russia 
and am glad of it. To what extent do my views, ex ressed 
in the enclosure, harmonize with yours, 

1 su pose you have read about Max Steuer's 
sensational charges against the J.D.C. I am enclosing 
copy of a letter to Steuer, which ill interest you. 

Did you get a line on the colonization work 
in Russi al 

Rabbi A.H. Silver 



Mr. Max D. Steuar 
42 Broadwe.y 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr, Steucr:-

r 

COFY 

September 14, 1927 

A copy of the letter, written to you last weak, 
wa&. sent to Dr. Loe K. Fr.an":«.11 who, as you recall, was the Cl1a.ir­
man of the Commission thg.t \7e~t abr·oad five years a.go to make .:..n 
intensive analysis of ou~ act~vities. Among the members of ths 
Commission were Professor Milton Rosdnau of Harvard University, 
Mr. David M. Eressler. a noted comffiunal \7orker and Mr. Morris 
Wolf of Philadelphia,· one of. the abJ.0st members of the Pennsyl­
vania Bar. Mr. Morris Wolf concerned himself largely with an 
analysis of tho fiscal reports. 

This ~orning I received from Dr. Frankel a 
communication in which ho expresses complete accord with my 
views and from which I quote the following sentenco: 

11As you kno\7, five ye~rs ago, 11hcn the Commission 
of which I ,7as Chairman 11ent to Poland, ,,e v10nt 
very carefully into thG matter of financo. Wo 
were unable to find anything which indicated mis­
use of funds. Nc.,.turally., ther:;) had been some 
wasto, but this W3.S occasioned by the conditions 
which existed 1t the time the J.D.C. first under­
took to send relief". 

Whon ! was in Warsav, last summor, tho secretary 
to our American Minist(, r wan-ted mo to moet Ea.rtols., tho then Chief 
of tho Department of Foroign Affairs. Bartels had just given out 
an oxceodingly oncouraging state~~nt, expressing, in behalf of 
Pilsudsk) and his colloagucs., sentiments of friendship toward the 
Jews. I was naturally anxious to meet Bart0ls and obtain more 
concrete information as to what was actu~lly implied in his pro­
aouncement. Unfortun~tely, he was called to Paris, but I did 
have an opportunity of discussing matters with ono of tho attaches 
in the D~partmemt. The gentleman was qui to friendly but did not 
disguise the fact that:"If one half of tho Jows of Poland would 
trek, the Polos could got along qui to arnic a.bl y with the rest of 
the Jows. 11 As an evidonco o:f his personal affection for our 

B. 
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people, ho assurod me -th~t ~. 11 Some of the bost f rionds I h~.ve 
in the wo:~:t.d are Je\\""c. 1'(I d0nit belisve tr.el·~ is a. Po'J::1.sb 
\7or<l for.- ii8brmv, other,;1is o ho might have usE>d a more ou:phon­
ious tenn.) 

Ha:<.ri.ng just. r~~.d Dubno\7~s ttEistory of t.h1 Jo·ns" 
I p!'oceec!,d ~c, :r,:·:·~nt oi.;.t. -r0 i:y nn1.11y acqi.;.i:r.od n~q:..•.~-=-nJ.,e..nr.Ei 
vrhS\~ t~10 J~·.n: h,1,ci. 1.:oP..n~ to P0la.n~:; ho\7 .:mch they h2~d con-Lr:i ­
~utod ~o its i r.dv.f? ·t.r-i;.).l de·~ :-:.c·".lr.:crr~ and. ·ilv:1.t distinct c cnJ~r-·.-., 
bv.ti oh:~ R.1.e s:i.c-.J. e.nd. ro-i.:i.sn J ,,-~;s hc1 f. r.:~dc tr; A1::eric e.n life enJ 
ci•.,rili·~et·:.cn. H.i.s L,O:il:·o·l'rL w::;,.s:- "icu a.r0 a s·~ ;:-'\ng,er! Natura.lly 
you canr 0~. g>--n.s3> cur :11:J1/Lc:.c;; bvti. -..vhy clo!l • t you c.:i:;Gak to L'eputy 
Gnlene',a.t.1 ,,v}1.0 .i.s J er.·~c1:i.'.1\y· ct G or.sci r:mti oue Je-:r 1' tlo will r op 3a.t 
i.7hat ho t1t.s ·i)ecti sc..:: .:.·.1~ 1,~;ei,.J.n e.:':ld fl..ga:i.n in puhlic - that Po1and 
has a t,illion r.10re JfJ·11,s -'1,L!:ln it can possibly care for. So, you 
see, I ao not express~.ne; 1:;orr.ly a Polish point of vio\7. 11 

Of c-ou.rso> I ~vill not accuse }1~r- Grueneb9.wr. of 
consciously p la~ i nG rr.rA,,t 6.&:t1ge:n,,D';".i vet ::,nnF- in tho hanc.s o: Polish 
antiser::itos. I~1 h~s z-~1 fu .. Zjoa~.sr.1, rit rr:1.r+,s t'.K· ~,orld to know 
that t.he only \Ta.y uf !'i$7.pj ng Pol ~.,h J 0;;;_4 y ~-s tu t.:-:·:n1.a1 (-)r the:-n on 
r.iasse to Pale,st:U'."l . 'J:hc, fa.:~t r$r::.r'.ins t:iat De:pu.ty Gi1 11.onob~1p:: has 
done so r:1u.c!1 dar,,ag~ -to the Jmrrn of Po3.~.nd h? ht~ roekless state­
ments that his n.c:.1Jy· c-onceir·e:d. "cc, ;1.s·G ructiv~ n;(::ast•ro~ 1

• cannot 
possibly cor.:pens:.,.to fc.,r the injul'y he h::-.e clcnG ti.c poo;;>~.o. 

hl~. Isra0l ZJngwill and Mr. Jacob Schiff i~itiatcd 
in 1907 ,.,hat w7as the:1 lcaow ... 1 as tho Galveston r.:ovorr.ent. 8-nd the purpose 
of which ·,1as to dofl0c.t, r::t..c-oa:·.;.s of i1:'lnigr-a(.-.i cA1 to the W-st, S~vth 
and Southwest, thuc :~011.cvi:1g th0 tensi 0n il"l ·the c -rci-:-d.11d Ee.stern 
sections of the c-ounc·cy. Ii VT:ts a wr.0vcmc~1·~ 1n 1~ .. nich M:i:-. De.via. 
Bi:-osale-r) Mr. H0rris L, WaJ.ru:11.?1 s.nd l cC'>oper'.'.\:t!!id ext~nsiv?ly. 
Suppose, in his entnnsi:-:.s1:1 f c·:- t:10 Cs.us() and -i.11 h"l.s :p:i'3sivnat.e 
desire to enlist the syi_;.pc:Lhot~.c c OO!?Cr:.t i0~1. uf .1..-.h~ We£t.O:'.'n and 
niddle Western Jo·:1isn cur.rr.i'-' .it,ios) h.r. Jac(;b Scl:.:.f f l·.ad cone out 
n~th pronovnc5r.10nts ~-l:3. .. .:. tho Mctrupolis h2..d a r.i._lliu:1 or a half 
rnillion t.~ore J~)ws thr..n b6~~ong0d thoi:-e; t hr-:.t "thoy c•)uld not 
possibly be assir.1~_1a+,ed. industri~.l"iy and 13CO't'l:Jt."li.ca::ly_; :h!'~ 
thoi ~ proportion to ~-ho Ge 1t.i10 :i_:io~),,.-~at:.C'i~ Pas ~:-~ o :l.a:.-go, ho·.1 
do ;~u svp:;,c~sa Mr. S~hi.::f 1s p:roncu.nccmer.t \":(1·,.ld :bavG boon received 
by the antiser.1itt>s? Ano. 1.vhat wouJ.d tte ,..T~::;s have sEd.cU 

When l think of tho Grueneoc.u.~s and their like., I f i,el 
l\ke uttoring tho cry of the old Latin poot: 

11 Tir:1eo Danaos et dona. f erentea. ,t 

Sine eroJ.r yours, 

Jacob Billikopf 



' 

... 

C O P Y . --------

Dear Mr. Billikopf:-

I want to thank you for your letter of Septem­
ber 12th which reached me together with the enclosure of n copy of 
a letter which you forwarded to Mr. Steuer. 

You may have noticed ln the 1New York Times 
that when I returned I contented myself with a general statement 
that the outlook in Europe, as far as our people were concerned, 
was a much better one than it was during the preceding years of 
my visit to the same countries. I was perhaps responsible for 
the occurrence because I acted as host at a few luncheons given 
to these delegates from the different countries of the Conti­
nent. I saw - although it was my first experience - that we 
Americans count for nothing when it comes to any European prob­
lem. These men, for one reason or another, and particularly by 
reason of their great ability and versatility, have these prob­
lems at their fingers' ends whereas we Americans are required to 
go through the ABC to each question that comes up for discussion. 

At our own conference in Zurich we Americans 
counted for nothing. I noticed that at the Basle conforence, 
fifteenth Zionist Congress, our American delegates cut but a 
very sorry figure. 

So to recur to the first paragraph of my 
letter, I at least wanted to become more closely acquainted with 
the leaders of those different countries; hence these intimate 
talks with these men from Poland, Latvia, Bulgaria, etc. Mr. 
Steuer was present at every one of those talks and a great many 
statements w~re new to him. He did not know the condition as it 
existed then, and while I don't want to say it for publication, 
some things were told at those conferences which needed a great 
deal of explanation , to say the least. 

I do not take it upon myself to judge of . 
Mr. Steuer's method of remedying what he considered a great evil. 
He is well able to spGak for himself and my only regret is that 
the attitudu of the loaders of the Jewish comrrunity of the city 
and in the nation extends such scant courtesy to Mr. Steuer and 
to his statement. You may search the country from coast to 
coast to find a man who nas done more constructive work whenever 
called upon by the leaders of our corrnnunitios than has Mr. Steuer; 
and a man of his standing at the Bar in not only the State but in 
the nation, shoulu have been accorded more decent treatment than 
he has received, unless it is the policy of the leaders to do 
with the Jewish community of America what has been done in Eng­
land and in France, to wit, have one man speak for the whole com­
munity on every conceivable problem as in England. However, that 
particular spokesman makes good any deficiency of the budgot of 
the community for which he speaks. I am informed that the same 
thing is true in France. I will leave it to your superior 
knowledge and information as to existing conditions, to judge 
whether the leaders in this comrm.1nity do what the leaders in 
the other communities have been doing for mnny~yoars. 

f3 
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It did seem cur1uus to me, if I may bo pormittc~ to sny 
so that since the outbreak of tl1c European War to th0 pros ont , ' 

moment, with an expenditure of approximately ~60,000,000. not a 
single effort hn.s been made to mnh:e o. clear statement of whnt and 
how and when and where and by whom this money was expended, espe­
cially in view of the numberless co~plaints both from abrond and 
from at home as to the method and manner of the distribution. I 
personally asked Mr. \Narburg durir-g one of the drives: tt Mr. 
Warburg, what am I to say to the charge that out of eve ry dollar 
given not more than n half n dollar reaches its destinntion?" 
Mr. Warburg a pprecia tod my dilemma and tried to help me, out but 
he did not question my motives. He knev: thnt I was sj_r;tply re­
peating a thousand time repeated cha-rge that the money did not 
reach. 

In view of such u situation, ~Ir. Steue r being a lawyer 
of the first order with an equitable mind and with a mind desirous 
of proof and proof only, I nm not at all surprised that he has 
taken the attitude ho has in view of what he hen.rd. These men 
who spoke to him did not seem to be the scum of the earth. They 
were leaders in their community and if not leaders should be 
leaders, because they are able, honest, informed, cultured and be­
longing to families in some instances who ha ve lived for many 
centuries in the communities from which they come and v1hich they 
represented. 

In view of tho length of your letter I hope I lmve not 
presumed upon your good nature to ask you to road these lines. 

In conclusion, I want to say tho.t the leaders of this 
community will have to seek far and wide for n substitute for 
Mr. Steuer, whom they have so unceremoniously bunishod from their 
councils. 

(signed) 

Cordially yours, 

Emanuel Hortz 



C O P Y . 

Emanuel Hertz, Esq ., 
149 Brondv~ray, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Hcrtz: -

September 14, 1927. 

Whon I was assoc,in.tod with the le.to J o. cob .I . 
Schiff in the 1917 Foreign heliof Campaign in Now Yor~ Citr, 
o.nd in consequon.cc of which the then colosso.l sum of ~~!:: ,000 ,000. 
was raised, it wns my proucl bonst that one of the fin,st contri­
butions we were making to local Jewry wns the discov~ry of hiddon, 
but powerful poten ti~litios, such as roprcsontod by Llr . Max Stouorc 
If my memory servos r.1e co:·,:ro ctly, it was in tho 1917 campaign that 
Mr. Max Stouer, for tho f i rst time , took E'.. very active., pa.rt inc. 
large communal enterprise, and I rocc~ll t:·rn. t irnrnodia tcly nft · r 
tho Campaign, Mr . Steuer and I discuss.Jed at length the gr,at 
human assets to tho lTo•Nish community which wore revealed in thf t 
humo.ni tarian effort . I an, therefore, t }1e last person to und 1'3r -
ra. tc Mr. Stouer ' s importa ce to the Jewish c0111r1unity of Now Yorl: 
or to tho larger J cw1 sh conununi ty of J~morica. 

You state in your lotter that "a man of Mr . Stouer~ 
standing at tho B~r should have boon accorded moro docent treat­
ment tlk'ln ho has received, unless it it tho policy of the lead(;rs 
to do with tho Jewish cornniuni ty of Amcri cn wh,. t has been done in 
England and in France." I think I am suffici.ontlt familiar with 
what go~s on in American Jewish life and with American Jewish 
loaders, to say that they would have boon delighted to have avl'il­
ed themselves of Mr. Steuor 1 s services. It is a fnct, is it not, 
that in recent years Mr. Stouer has boon one of tho outstanding 
spokesmen in tho community for tho Fodorn tion of ,Jowi sh Chari tics, 
which is tho largest single oxprossibn of Jewish life , and you m·1y 
rost assured that the Marshnlls, tho V/arburgs c.nd the others to 
whom you refer b-y implication, would have bo on onl:y too happy t-o 
allow hlr . Stouer to share in other activities, if they thought 
Mr. Steuer wo..s receptive. Pnrcnthoticnlly, if you 1mow a s1:1.itabl0 
person or p0rsons who v1ould. care to relieve Mr . Marshall ( samo i3 
true of Warburg , Lohmnn, Rosonw2ld and otho.1.'3) of any of his nu­
merous obligations, ho will, I UM sure, be only too happy to re­
linquish thoso obligations, without imposing on his successors 
tho burden so righteously assumed by those European Jewish loaders 
who, to quote you, 11 :nake good deficioneies of tho budgets of the 
com.rnuni ties for vrhich they speak ." 

\~Jhothor these assurances aru acceptable to you or 
not, I must, however, oxpross utter l~ck of sympathy for thu fol­
lowing comment in your lott f' r, nr.moly, "tho loaders of the Jewish 
comn1uni ty and in tho nc.tion have extended such scant courtesy to 
Mr. Steuer.and to his stntor,1cnt.ll I ropcn.t what I snid in r.iy 
letter to Llr . Stouer, that if ho has boon gonuinoly concor .. od in 
arriving at tho truth, the least courtusy hu miGht hri..vc shor,n to 
Mr. Warburg, with whor.i ho hns boon ucsocintod for y0ars in Feder­
ation activitios, and to Mr. M':.rsho.11, for whom ho expresses such 
oxtraordinr..ry regard, was to hn vo cor:1m.unica tod to them pri vn. tcly 
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tho serious chn.rgos presented to him at Zurich, and, fuilinG to 
got satisfaction, he might have then sought recourse to thu pross. 
No, ho need not have spoken to them ns a matter of courtesy, but 
on account of tho fur-roaching effects a statement coming from him 
was likely to have on thousands of persons who h~d mn.de definite 
commitments and many of whom are only too happy to bo relieved of 
their pledges. 

I am woefully ignorant of tho rules of l ognl procedure. 
I am unfamiliar with the Principles of Evidence,; 1Nigmore on 
Evidence is merely n nane to me - nothing else. But> as a layman, 
it would seem to me that n fundanental principle in the Law of 
Evidence would demand tho submission of your cnso in nn orderly 
mnnner - and not hnvo it tried in tho newspapers. True, occasion­
ally some lawyers present preliminary statements to the press with 
a view to creating ~tmosphore for their clients, but I imagine 
that the Bar condemn~ su0h procedure as highly unethical. As o. 
prominent mombor of the Now York Bar, you will correct me, if I 
am mistaken. Mr. Max Steuer, having presented his facts to tho 
newspapers, before he had an opportunity to discuss them with 
those who have been in charge of the distribution of the funds 
for nearly fifteen years - those for whom he expresses such rare 
admiration; Mr. Max Steuer having assumed the triple role of 
Judge, Jury and Chief Executioner - how did you expect the leadors 
to extend anything but "scant courtesy to Mr. Steuer and to his 
statement?" 

It has been a source of great surprise in various circlo~ 
as to what actuated Mr. Steuer to make against the "J.D.C. the 
startling charges in the manner in which he did. Persons arc 
asking themselves the qu8stion: "Why did he do it? Why did ho 
adopt such mothods?" All sorts of answers have been given to 
those speculative questions. Those charitably inclined merely 
commented: 11 Goes to shovi thn t even a brilliant lawyer will be 
guilty of a faux pas." Your letter rrinkes the matter fairly 
clear. Apparently, Mr. Steuer bitterly resents thnt a man of his 
standing at the Bar, in the State and in the Nation, should not 
be receiving from the Jewish lenders the treatment to which he 
and such ardent adraircrs as you feel he is entitled. He probably 
shares your conviction that the spokesmen in our American Jewish 
communities should, nt least, emulate the example of their Euro­
pean confrores and "make good deficiencies of the budgets of tho 
communities for which they speak." To satisfy his resentment, ho, 
therefore, heedl0ss of the consequences to thousands of suffering 
co-religionists, prefers against tho J.D.C. leaders charges based 
on hearsay evidence, which would not be acceptable even in a magis­
trate's court, much less in a higher court of lnw. Your lotter, I 
repeat, clears up tho nystcry - to ovvrthrow the existing Dynasty 
in Jewish life. The methods of the Joint Distribution Cormnitteo 
were to be "exposed~' The J.D.C. - dclonda estl 

You state: "It did seem curious to me, if I may be per­
mitted to say so, that since the outbreak of the European War to 
the present moment, with nn expendi turo of approxima toly $60,000, 00,_ 
not a single effort has been made to make a clear statement of what 
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and how nnd when and where and by whom this money was expended ." As o. mattor of fact, a.t ovory Conference called for the purposo of stinrulnting relief activities abroad, tho Tronsuror has read detailed and co~prehensivo statements, showing how and whon and where and by whom the money wns expended. Those reports hnve always been avnilablo. 

I am enclosing copy of anothe r l etter wri t t en to Mr. Steuer, in which you will note what Dr. Lee K. Frankol, Vic e ­President of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, Now York, and Chairman of tho Commission which studied J.D.C. activities abroad five yea.rs a go, has to say r ogQrding finnnci nl operations of the J.D.C. At the time , Dr. Frankel's r eport wa s given wide­spread publicity. 

With kind regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) Jacob Billikopf 

P. s. As I finished dictating this l e tt e r, I r ece ive d word from New York that Mr. Naumburg, tho well lmown Warsaw journa list, wired to the Forward the following unsoli c i ted messnge: 11 St eucr's statement concerning me false." One of .Mr. Steuer's star witne s ses repudiates his testimonyl Mark my word, before the week is ove r, there will be other voluntary repudiations. Do you know why? Because if Shnbad., Tchornikoff and Naumburg actually made tho s tat ( ments with which they aro credited, thoir respoctivo cornmuniti 0s would deny tho slanderous charges alleged to have boon mo.do by 
them. 
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JACOB BILLIKOPP' 
EXl!:CUTIVI£ DIR.CTOR 

THE FEDERATION OF 
JEWISH CHARITIES OF PHILADELPHIA 

330 SOUTH NINTH STR&:ET 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. January 17 , 1929 . 

Dear Silver :-

uThe melancholy days have come , the sadde s :b 
of the Year . " So , I think , saith the poet . ..:e are in the 
midst of our annual Feder ation Campalgn , trying to obtain 
~1>1 , 750, 000 or nearly ~p25 , 000 moJ"e tr.an last :rear, but 
under mor e difficult circur,-istances a.s many factors in our 
comrrunity , particularly the realtors , hs.ve been hit . This 
by n ay of apology for n ot acknowledging sonner the receipt 
of your book and more particularly for ;rour affectionate 
inscription . 

You may rest assured that I will read the 
book with unusual j 07. , but not beff' re Februa r;r 1st when 
the ttmelancholy days• will have been over . You ,·.rill then 
hear from me a gain . In tr' e meantime, ever so many thanks 
for your thoughtfulness . 

Do you get the Porward? If s o~, read in last i 
Sunday's issue , on the E.'nglish page, an interesting article 
by athaniel Zalowitz regarding Dr . \'.fise ' s speech at Carnegie 
Hall a few weeks ago in which he spoke of his experiences in 
Berlin . I should love to have a chat with you regarding the 
entire situation . 

~ ith best regards to you and yours , As e,er , 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver 



LOUIS WOLF, Honorary Pre■ident 
JUDGE HORACE STERN, Honorary Pre■ident 
JUSTIN P. ALLMAN, Honorary President 
LESSING J. ROSENWALD, President 
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THE FEDERATION OF 

MRS. ARTHUR LOEB. 2nd Vice•Presideot 
ISAAC GERSTLEY. Treasurer 
IRVING KOHN. Secretary 
JACOB BILLIKOPF, Executive Director 
MAURICE E. STERN, Fxecutive Sccrcrary 

JEWISH CHARITIES OF PHILADELPHIA 

330 SOUTH NINTH STREET 

December 28, 19 7 1 . 

Dear. bba : 

It occurred to me that you might be inte~ested 
to see copy of a letter l havP. ddressed ~o the Ne. Yor· 
Times anJ onl about tw - thi d s o f which w s published . 
I h ve h d some ver:r f vorable co·:1m nt rP.c~·1raing it from 
variou~ parts of ~he county . 

As ever , 

Your , 

abb i a . H. S i lver . 



To th e Edit or , 
New York Times . 

In a recent editorial, The Tines rightly congratulRted the 

organizers of tre clillritable drives throughout the country on their 

shov,ings to date . As a director of a federation of charit es, vih cr1 

benefits by such a c mpaign : as a menber of the UnenployMent Relief 

ComMittee , whic}, also uenefits by it: and as one of the organizers of 

a United camp2 ign for ~g , 000, 000 . - thRt of PhilE'.del :hif1 - I c nnot 

be set down as an outside dis Rrag,~r of tr~eir efforts. I rn ve been 

in it up to my e 1 bows . 

Yet any implicntion that the success . of t:be cor.1r1unity er-est 

campaigns in the 144 ci t1es t}18 t ra vo thus f c r reported indi c2. t es 

thRt t},e unemployment relief situc. tion is in rhnd, is not su orted 

bv fa ct s . h. comr.1uni tv cri e st is a concert of c 11 sort O of welf re ' ' 

agencies - hospitals , hor1es for tJ-e ugf'd, chilrl v1elfnre end f, mil:r 

welfare societies , orphannges, Y . M. a ·v i'. , 1 B _ . . C. 1. . s , oy Scouts end 

irl Scouts . 1•
1h<:.<t t ese 144 c r1pr-i.i gns indicate is tret 144 exce tion­

~lly well organize c ties are su . orti g this whol e soci~ l welfrr0 

structure : with .,mer gent relief work as '- now ~' n in ortant unit . 

For the thousands of other cit es, towns and villages of tr· e countr:r 

the success of tre c} est campnigns f'leLns nothin • at E-· 11 . 

For 1~0 of these 144 cities we ha e d~tP coM ,r ble with 

last rear v.rhich sho 1 e.n incr{~nse of 14 . 7 er cent n f ln, ... s rai, ed . 

This r nd resumablv far more thr.n this is for relief ur osos . Yet . 
rel ef ern nds in every Anerici:u1 city shows Dn incro'• se quite out 

of pro ortion to this in . Phi la do 1 tin I s relj_ef exp .n i tures during 

epter.ibe r of t is rer: r were 404 p0.r CPnt c l)ovo S0 tor1ber 19-i:o, 

Chica o ' s 2o7 per cent, Hevr York ' s l'"\ r0,r c rt , Cl velr.n 's 1~4 or 



c,nt , st . Louis ' 214 e; , cPrt . h.grinst tr e ri.o in 1cc. shov,n y 

the so Scrtenbor figures tl ie i crc c. -.c e of l 1d . -.:. per cent in riv t o 

funds for all welf~trc ur OS (: S i:!1 1-.:.0 citios • s not in rossi v u . 

In norm£1l ti -es r:1bout ~o y:,e, r cent of the relief n e ed of 

tli e avcra rc city ar o r1(1 b;r rive t n fun s , tl ·P re t coming from 

city <:., nd county funds . It is obvio1s t} , .. t tr c gr8c, t bull of t1~(, i 1-

cr nas 0cl burden of r cli r! f Must b e r.1 0t by ,.roc tlr incrce s c ~ u lie 

aprro ri c tions . But it is the rare cit;r or tcw1n t} ,at :hrs ye t tak en 

action trn.t o v en rorriotcly suggAsts adoquac;r or nv ~n w r nn"'ss . 

Tr , int Cr pr C t C t On g i V O n b 71 th (., r f) s s g (' (' r a 11 y in h P.c j 1 i n l: s 

nrl. cd · torial cormont o tr c s 1.1cc e ss of ·r e col1'.lr1unity cli o st c .mpei g fl 

this yc[._r undor tho £1cgis of t}·:0 Pr e sid ent ' s CoP1P1itt oe , is ,J. ng ,. rou 

in its t e n r~ncy to lull th e 1blic into , fal .. c s n curi ty on t .1' 

wr1olc r o lio f situation thro'J.ghout t h •, co ln ry this vdnt cr . I n rnv, 

York thor r) has b ct;n a straig1 t driv u for Mon r, y for 1ork r :li e f . . ut 

th t is ot o sit l P i on g ·n ·, rr ll;r • I or e r to st:i. ulc o ontri l -

ti ons in a ti n of s trj n g cnc;r , r e l i uf ,. i ln c !"l 1lo ,rm .,n t hav e b u n 

ballyhoo ed fro□ rashinr~ton out of all pro ortion to th e ir lf1C (' in 

th ,; cnost burigots . Th \~ mnint cnanc n of th o g 1"'nc- r 1 tructurn nd 

s e rvice of soci 1 wok i 0 c: s i111 ortn.nt ~1 s r <' li of : it is mor o in ort ­

a t tha over in har tir10s . It is c. s iMport[•nt a k l)<) ping u n fir o 

d opc. rtnr;nt , tits mos , a ff ective w0rki 1g itcli c. t t i r1 n o f d r o u ·ht : 

of kec ing u hospitals and r cgule r h ur· lth s e rvices in tine of 

8 i omic . IJonv th e l e ss it is unforutnE: t L t:hrt b n cauc-, <, oft o s , 

cir cur.1st . C c; thn n :VIS r urs an:i t 1C u lie c, I' (' 1 lrr·l:r to s 1me t 

tli a t w th tho chc,ri t c bl c r1ri V 0 S out of t h u Vic. 
,. r e lie f is o.11 
' 

at t or ... ., 
t, to ("A d our du y is on e . 

=-: n th e· first plnce JO sh r 11 o t l h V ) one our u t:r n tho 



situ,.t ion so lon ·· as the r e i"' such a wi'ic s pr1.,,:.d b ;tw con the r ulic f 

grn.ntc:l by our dm1..~ rgoncy SLt -urs r-n tr l) r c!licf st~ndPrds set b~r our 

going c:baritable ngoncios in norw l .ti~os h~sod on th oir studi o s of 
' r 

w:b,. twill ko op/hous nhold intact . J'.cr•) in Philrd t;lr:hi c. , for cx nnplc· , 

nnd you must ror1cr.1b c' r the- t I 2,r-. id1.:ntifi 0d. witl: both organizc .. tionq -

th t~ minimum rolicf nccordcd f:'. f r r:1.il:r of fiv e b:r tri o f ... ,_r1ily soci e ty 

of th .] Fod(;rntion of Joviis h CI'-.[·.riti os is ::,;2 1 , 97 , dividnd c...S follows : 

Food - ~;; 9 . 25 : lunch e s - 6 0 cents; r ent - ~i5 . 77 (~~2') . o r montr: 

5 room hous o ) : 1 igr t 2nd co ol'"ing - 69 c ont s: clothing - i2 . 92: 

housuhold sup~li o s - ~5 c ents : cnrf&r o - 90 cents; ncidontnls -

64 cont s : conl - 85 Cdnts ( on a w0 okl7 b~sis t:hroughout th e: ,'" u" r) . 

This is not guess work: it is bes cd on thu most rigorous 

s t udi o s of wrn t is n cC;d :d to k oop bod·7 f:nd soul tog ;tr cJ r ; to ko0p 

h nn lth from being impr..ir (; ; to cons ·rV 8 v.rhr- t we do not Wc..nt to svc 

broknn down in familv life . r.rh 0 r ulio f o..v, ilnblc; r.nd dj_stributod bv 
< v 

our ErJ.orgoncy Un ;mpl c» ymcnt Holiuf CoPJ.n.ittt:n, wbich now h, s unrl ·r its 

care -~&,. 000 families , is so f~' r und eY' this stPnd[•rd of c,. doquo ~y as 

to bo solf - ovid ont . It has nr.1ountcd to ~;5 . 00 per week for e. fr,mily 

of f i v c , for food on 1 y . r o r o vi s i on i s rn --de for c;. n ;r of t :h u o t }1 1.~ r 

it or1 s n th o above sch()dul n , with t11 c cxce tion of n.ilk , which is 

grnnt od only when nocoss ry . 

f e shnll ·not hc..Vu one our dut:r b,r tl1 c situ, tion until the 

s mn. 11 or c i t i o s and t ON n s r. n d t n c out 1 yin di s tr i ct s , s u c n s t l1 ·, 

co~ l fields , nro covered . 

V!o s n.J 1 not hnv; done our duty until munic pnl ,~n:l co nty 

funds n l,-.rgo cit ius and smr: 11, which by no stre tch of th () . 1 .... g ' l -

t on c0cn moet tho sit , ti on . An :i hi..; r o tr ;r 3 hr s b o(.,n no c ff l' c V1..) 
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ur1 11 rg ont r.ction on t _e; nr.rt of locc. l public offici ~•. ls throughout 

V ,, sh['· 11 not l"' · .. v e; don, ) our duty ;r tr (' situ: tion until r•t c 

r 1.) so 1rc u s "r 0 put ,)hi ... cl ci t;r funds •,nh1.., r u th e s e f .11 short . Iu 1 Vor 

t f.nks to Gov \., rnor Hoos dVC' lt, r~, s nr j t} ... , o lr 0 tr.nding novr• in this 

dir •; ction . Pcnnsylvr-ni[' , und. :r rinc] 1ot , is in t1' c tr,rocs of oin g it . 

But th ,] ? cnnsylv n ' Go 1< :rnor ri r s b( :1_; n bloc1· c d b;r cons ti tuti on, 1 

r :strictions f' Dd oth l, r lir1itr .tion'"' . Tl-, ; rr j_sconsin l c gisl: tur l , now 

in sr1t1 ci-- 1 s e ssion , 11 ,~ s b c for ' it :· round ui progr "r1 blockl;1i out by 

nn int e rim corrinitt cc . But for tr. n r:ost F rt tr c str t o s r r e ,. s v, ,t . 

inr ct i v u r.nri the v.rin t , ;r is • lP1os t u on us . An i th,· r ,~ h s b een no 

cr1 lling of tl1 ,; Gov ,3rnorc into conf 11 r .. nc u ,. t rr .'." snin gton to s ot tl1e 

this wint or; rn if WC' fr•il to tr 

r r; sourc s rnd r.ction f-- ,1 1 short . So 

nr ion- 1 r C' sourc c s should, c c 

no surv ~; ;T by t],,: lcr •) I'S r. t V' r1sring ton of t}e extent of cit;r c, nri 

state reve ues which can o·r mi8ht be c vc.il , ble ; v.rithout wh ch 

knowl erige Congress cannot act intelligentl, or intell g ently refr.tn 

from action . 

n8 shnll not , a ve one our duty if n the r1id t of this ric -

ression a n its m ss unerri lo;rr1ent :e do not tc..Jre teps to l e r thP 

foundB.tions of n s7rstem through wh _~cl' iniu tr;r _ D 11 :.. ts elf , out 

of the s r .lus of norr1c- 1 t r1es , l e: y b;.r so!"lo reserves to ivA 

security tote fnm lies of tre wnrl:ers .~t lni .. off . Unemplo.mnt 

s a & in ustri 1 risk~- ~ t~e r P is neither 1 gic nor rea~on is 

1 tting tr e n·hole burden come own , rj s so mu cli of it does now , on 
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charitable givers , real ests. te t x rn7Tors , Dnd. on working clas 

hones . If we turn to tr:e Surve.r , the journal of tre social v1orker 

of the count ry , we find the situc.tion summed up b:r its editor , Mr . 

P, ul U. Kellog , as follows : 

" 'rhat we should be in tho mess we are in after a decBde of 
soaring prosperity is E~ 11 the more a CE'-11 for new l esdersh ip 
in our inaustrial civil i zation . Unemployment relief thrusts 
a staggering bu r den upon our social agencies , public and 
rivnte . It shales and rmy 3} ntter our v1nole scr.ene of soc ( 1 

work - health , recrention , educe tion, case standards , for 
hel ing eople in t~e ordinary coils of misfortune . Yet it is 
driven home to us tre.t chnritable giving is not sufficient . 
The relief budgets embedded in the suns rc. ised by the corLT"lun ­
i.ty drives under the lendersl"ip of the President ' s Committee, 
won ' t of thenselves last the winter out . The:r cB.n 1 t mc ko u 
for the flattening out of pa;r envelopes everyvV:bere . Social 
Iorl~ers who are stewards of these funds know this . '" ' e turn 
to municipal help , but that throws over on to re . 1 estate 

tre b r unt of an indus tri[•. l risk c , t a tir1e when l~~n• lords 
a r e shy on r ents , when business is stalled nnd when home ­
owners r un the risk of losing tlteir equities . Thi 0 left 
handed blow nt middle - class incones gives another twist to 
tne down spi r 2l of purc}1~~sing .ower. I11opeover , t]"e resources 
of hundreds of Ar1ericn.n rmnicipnlities will be crnr1ped for a 
long time to cone becn1se of tl 1 eir relief bills 1 st w nter 
and this . 

" Slowly we hnve begun to re" lize tr.at loco 1 tE:x[.tion will not 
afford enough money . In Hew York Governor Roosevelt has 
tur ne~ to the state income tax to cQrry 8. port of tre load . 
His wn s a cour~geous , resourceful nave , but ~gc.in it cuts 
in on current priv,,.te inco 1.es Lt P tine wl: en they c,re re­
duced. and c. re needed f'or revi Ve.. 1 . In Rhode Is lnnd the s t8. t e 
contemplr.tes unde,-,writing tr1e mergP,nt relief bonrls of muni­
cipc... lities , but that is mortgaging the tirne c., henri when Rhode 
I slnn1 will be struggling to its f ee t . 'I'l"e s~. e is true of 
Governor Pinchot I s Prosperity Lo' tn in Pennsyl vnni~ : equ,~ lly 
courageous and resourceful , but equally ~n .ugmented tax on 
times nhend for an evil tllnt . shoul ,i. hnve een fended agninst 
nd met in pa r t in tir-1es nst . rrJ ·ere will be r:. drive for 

federal relief if hunger stalks this VJinter . A lot c,.n be 
sa irl for t~p . ing the ono gre~t strec m of nationrl inco~e to 
buoy up whn.t is c:. nntionr: l er-:C'rgenc;r .• s truly r. s rn,r n.r . 
Jot since the Civil Wa r hn v e we known conflict which 

devnstnted Ar:iericr~n hor1e 1 ke this de res ion . 

11 But my point is th2t the 0 e u.re all hectic efforts to close 
the door efter the horse i s stolen ; to try , out of tne 
shrunken income to hnrrt times , to tern er tneir irpact . 
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II 1' 'h h 1 - I t J' r ~ " t t t f 1 f y S 0U Q... trrter C n ~n J..U r~ , r 8 [ .0. ., r O Se -

res 1ect rtn self - ·'ie 1 e J.. nc~ , of lo g -r_ [,n coPU:Jon se1 se, 
set ts h(')use in or r so h"t } ,re[ .ft ,r in good ti os 
it VJ ill lny b;r sor10 r1e<:: urP of r ource.., tht t c .n 
nl mber 1 ut tri e first tur of t) . t n irr 1? Is it· "O 

hnpeless to f nd [ mo1er 1..-ounter rt for v1r t ,Jo eph 
d • \"J th his r'. ~n[ . rios dur~.ng tl e , even fr t yor.r, in 
Egy ,t? Aft er , 11 , vie : re r ,, ving . rot t;r thorougr; 
'- v· ,kening from our dreLr.1s , too." 

t.T• cob Bi llikopf 
Exocut iv ., r ire ct or , Fe ere... ti on of 

t.TO\"is H CL rities, r.il' e l 1-'i' 
I mp .. rti: 1 Ch" irrn .n , i en ' s Cloth ' n 

I n lustry , City of 1! 1 York . 
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J nu: r r () ' • l.,12 • 

Y stcrday I r eiv - ' let1.,er !'ro en· Lor Bo r a on a 
matter in hie we arc mutually inLe r ste . B tho ent. out of h · ,.. 
,a"' to tell me ..... the t ou[ht of Jufi· C'"'1· ozo, ·1n I t1 · n I ·n 
. ri ileE/e t quo e this Pntt.::nce: urn ~ ~ud H.:nt C r oz is to{ · y 
t he greate t 1 • v in~ • uris t . 11 I 1 • .r . , I therec th t r.,orah 
is re r o ao anything .o sibl Car ozo 01 tic bench . 

t a 
cou 
the 

in 
b 

ben 

,.. 1 ssin • {; m· t ter 1. • , t r 
• 11 lrobabilitl sour uGuri 
servic able, Lf c1 e ly in ,ec in 

.... n r, I tolo h ' 
. uricE. s !hk 

• ng C· ·dozo on 
.. asc· ke uno I 

ere on 
h. I· m: me or-:r s rve- s ne corr ctl , 
a C ribbe~n ~r iso la~t, int ' 

lo • n o.t• C r-
' o z o . e , .Ii a s c h k c , mi h ..., 
o th r ·: i s e , • th P s t, . • C" t 
p oli tic · 1 fri8nas, c c. '1. 

I a. w .. : i liin l ,~ 
trong a :n·ovu 7 )f s n· tor 

ct. in t.ou(!h • m n 
Gene ·- 1 Broi n, 

on • e · kt 

1 t tE. r to 
• gne •. s I 

f o- t 0 I n ea rest, . ., 1 
J. J.. - yo 1 no 

0 th is 1 tt r , ,·,ire. incict·in t' 
d o, 0 th· t mi h infer t 

\it on r rards , 

abb i Abba illel Silv.r, 
Th e Tern le, 
1 . 105th St . • t Anse 
Cl ev lane.... , Ohio . ' 

oen tor'? 

s ver 

Yo s ' , 

if 

Y, one or 
r scumin t y ·e gre t 

Pr s i 1 t . 

l. t, t,' l dL, nd 
• le on i day V ning 

: t_ y on rece.i t 
n , thin 

' 
0 ro s to 



ob illlkopt, 
rinth ·t. • 
lpbl Pa. 

u. Br 1111 I• 

.1 aae rdon 
your 1 tt•r• I 

ao ot t.e ti,. 

Feb, 9th,19J2 

long del!IJ in s .. rttac 
en out o t cit 

I . aorr) t t :.>le le 
in th ·tt r of Ju do10. I ~• 

ms.in\ ned aon l , t pollc7 01 no -•-I& aftl'a 
of r. o!la, to ham I ot unt lend17 w.t \o 
w I ould not iah to b o bll 9.ted. 

1• ot t pu.bll0 11 loal 
na in• in the t \e and I ould t¥1DC rq o• 
band• for t .e future 1 I e e to requ et an.7 t ~or• 
of him. I rn aura you wlll underetand. 

.1th 1ndeat regard.a to you d uth 1D 
which Vlrglnla Jolna me, I am 

Ver7 tncerel7 yollra, 




