
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         15            5           337 
 
 

B'nai B'rith, 1931-1933. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



An Orsanization Devoted to Cultural, ReliAious and Social Work AmonA Jewish Students at the Un iversity 

DR. A. L. SACHAR 
Director 

LE.WIS R. SUTIN 
Director o( Student Activities 

UNIVERSITY OF 
ILLINOIS 

UNIVERSITY OF 
WISCONSIN 

OHIO STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY OF 
MICHIGAN 

UNIVERSITY OF 
CALIFORNIA 

WEST VIRGINIA 
UNIVERSITY 

CORNELL 
UNIVERSITY 

UNIVERSITY OF 
TEXAS 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

625 East Green Street 

CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS 

p em r 14, 1931 

ri,..s I .ne othenberg 
The r.re. ple 
• a.,t 05 ·h S ree t Ansel 
Clevel n , 011·0 

~ .. o hen er 

I !" er closin , 
photo.,raph ich vou have 
in Jour ,ubl i i yin connJc 
befo ·e yo r Te ple 'o en ' s 

o d 

j th, two 
~"ted f 
vith 

1
."

1i th all rro •
1 i h s , I m, 

CoJ.ldiaJJy yo 1.rr , 

ALBERT HUTLE.R 
President Student Council 

ADOLPH ROTHBARDT 
Vice President Student Council 

jlO, y 
ruse 

GLADYS CHULOCK 
Secretary Student Council 

ELLIOTT KOHN 
Tre surer Student Council 

add ess 

f(i~ 

L: 
....,ncl • 



ALFRED M. COHEN, President 

B'NAI B'RITH WIDER SCOPE COMMITTEE 
70 ELECTRIC BUILDING 

LOUIS J. BORINSTEIN, Nationel Chairman 

I. M. RUBINOW, National Director 
ISIDOR KADIS, National Field Director 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

B'NAI B'RITH 
WIDER SCOPE 

indud .. 
B'NAI B'RITH 

HILLEL FOUNDATIONS .. 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 
UNIVERSITY OF W. VIR&INIA 

THE 
ANTI-DEFAMATION 

LEAGUE 
For the defense of the Jew• 
lsh name wherever assailed, 
and fostering good-will re­
lations through spHken' 
bureau, educational work 
and B'nel B'rith MaCJHine. 

YOUTH WORK 
ALEPH ZADIK ALEPH 

Junior B'nai B'rith Auxiliary 
reaches over 4,000 boys 
with a prOCJram of cultural 
and social activities a11ur­
inCJ the future by tralninCJ 

the present generation. 

THE 
B'NAI B'RITH PALESTINE 
HOUSE BUILDING FUND 

Dr . Abba illel Silver, 
The T mple, 
Ansel Road, 
Cleveland , Ohio . 

D ar Dr. Si 1 9r: 

Septemb 22, 1931 . 

This is letter written separately because e1idn 1t 
want to mix our Jewish usiness with thP bi une.,ployIOOnt 
probl m. 

I notice that Clevelo.n is actively prep ri~ for 
a new Jewish ~elfar Dr·ve . You rr>memb r th discussion of 
last y Rr, t1e promises de to sand t final f ilure of 
t .o promises on tho basis that t}, s s our fifth y ar 
and th r fore, w rer not enti d to p rticip tion in 
the United ~ive . That r Pnt uto· tjc 1 y f s a y. 
1 r we fe 1 ssurE-d th t we will b incl 1ded t is ye r? (y 

enthusi sm or t ri ciy,l~ of joint dri7es has not bated . 
P~ ... haps you h ve s ,n .. bri,• articl . "I ~t' s Organize" in 
the~ ~ is u of t~e nai B' rit l g in . If ot , I 
am nclosin two o three r prints . 

I don•~ v1 nt to bn, c u ht unaware . ...n you tell 
'lhen the fin 1 decisions of t Bud et Comrni ttee will be 
tak n? I sh~ 1 nt to run up nd discuGs t tte ... with 
th po ·mrs t t be . 

Sin ely your"', 

~ 
Nation 1 Directo . 

r : S 

$200,000 ABSOLUTE MINIMUM BUDGET NEEDED TO CARRY ON IN 1931 



FE,v weeks ago the lead­
ers of the Allied Jewish 
Campaign appointed a na­
tional board of directors of 
250 m mbcrs. Of these, 
130, or 52 per cent, are 
members of B'nai B'rith. 

Excluding the State of ew York, 
that maelstrom of Jewi h life in 
which the b wild ring array of or­
ganization has somewhat submerged 
our great Order, 140 men were ap­
pointed throughout the country. Of 
these, 112, or exactly 80 per cent, are 
B'nai B'rilh. 

These figures are evidently signifi­
cant. They how that even though 
only some 2 per cent of the male 
Jewish population of the country arc 
within our oraanization, four-fifth 
of the leader hip of American Jewry 
outside of the Stal of New York are 
·within the foJd. That is a matter to 
be jusll proud of, but it also im­
pose a scriou obligation and re­
sponsibility. One need not apologize, 
therefore, in bringing the problem of 
heller organization of Jewish com­
munal life lo the attention of the 
reader of this maaazine. 

During the last ightec•11 months 
the economi depre sion throughout 
th country ha been critical for 
philanlhrophy and soc i a I work 
throughout the country, but the prob­
lems that have been created in 
Jewish communal life have be n 
doubly great. It isn't only th 
widows, orphans, the si k, or even 
the unemploy d whi h the Jewi ·h 
comrnunil i call d upon to take 
care of. There are a great many 
Jcwi ·h communal needs which the 
community mu ·L meet throurrh volun­
tar eff orls whil similar needs of 
the country al large ma be tak n 
are of b the late or the City. Thi · 

i • tru of the entire field of Jewish 
edu ation. 

While it is tru that a large pro­
portion of merican Jewry live · in 
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fairly concentrated grouvs in the 
large cities, nevertheless there arc 
a few hundred thousand scattered 
througho 1l the re t of the countr in 
such small groups that they arc alto­
gether unable lo organize their 
philanthropic and communal work 
along local lines. As a result, na­
ti nal Jewish philanthropic institu­
tions hav developed. 

And last, but not least, the exten­
sion of the economic risis to ollwr 
countries has affected millions of 
Jews throughout the world, and has 
put an additional burden upon Amer­
ican Jewry. Hundreds of causes 
thus appeal and comp le for tlw gl' n­
erosily of American Jewry al the 
lime when its giving capacity has 
been materially impair d. But the 
J wish communit cannot expect to 
hift the burden of its own com­

munal needs upon th' country at 
large. These rcpres nl a purely 
group responsibility whi h it must 
conli nue lo fac . 1or docs the 
Jewish community by and Jarge de­
sire lo avoid its responsibility. 

And right there is the problem. 
Through many years of painslakin° 
work i11slilulio11s ha\'c been built up, 
organizations have ck\'eloped, im­
portant undertakings financed. Jlow 
can all the c necessary expressions 
of J wish communal life b pre­
served in face of th o n om i c 
pre ur, of the last ighteen months 
whi h is like] lo conlinu' for som 
time? 

There is, of course, an obvious 
answer which presents itself to 
those responsible for every on of 
lhes' institutions and undertakings, 
whether it be a hospital, Luber ·ulosis 
sanatorium, old folks home, a c nler, 
a seminar , or a Hillel Foundation. 
Bccau e the funds are more diffi ult 
lo raise e, lreme economy must be 
cxcrci ed. 

J wi ·h ommunal life i ndecd is 
omplical d. Each problem require · 
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an organization and (•ach org:111iza­
tion requires a budgl'l and each 
budget requires a campa :gn. And so 
.Jewish life in many a community has 
become a continuous succ-cssion of 
one campaign after another. 

And the resull i chaos. 
The writer speaks f eli ngly on the 

subject because, frankly, he, too, is a 
factor in the haos. 1l is his re­
sponsibility lo marshal .Jewish forns 
in support of the B'nai B'rilh llillt•l 
Foundations and other important 
activities joined in the Wider Scope 
campaign. ll is unncc(•ssary lo argu • 
that the Hill •l Foundations are i111-
porlanl, that the A. Z. . is illlpor­
tant, lhal the Anti-Defamation League 
is important. There is no dearth of 
recognition of the importance of 
these projects. Tlwy should he 
doubly important to e\'cry Ben B'rilh 
be ause through them the spirit of 
scn•jce lo Jewish ]if' which go\'erns 
the Order is most eloquently ex­
pressed. Yet with one <·ampaign after 
another laking place in most com­
munities, the difficulties arc (•nor­
mous. 

"Of course, th' Wider Scope bud­
gets must be ml'l," says lhe local 
leader and Ben B'rilh of consider­
able standing, "but you see, \\' • just 
got through with a campaign for 
building a temple, or paying off a 
mortgage, or for tlw <'l'lllcl<•ry, and 
la~--t month there was th' J •wish Fed­
eration Drive, and just now ·we have 
a campaign on for East European Hc­
Jicf, and next week it's the Talmud 
Torah, and the week after I hat we 
are going lo have an entire ly new 
drive for Palestine, cl<.'., etc. ad in­
finitum. Let's look al lh • calendar. 
Oh, yes, there seems lo be one week 
in August free from all campaigns. 
:\Iaybc then w can start the cam­
paign for th, Wider Scope. Of 
·ourse, there won't be anybody in 
Lown, but we'll cc what we can do." 

nd this, strange al is may seem, is 



not al alJ an exaggeration or car:ca­
lure. It is a true picture in most 
communities throughout the country. 

The tremendous amount of effort 
that must be wasted in an organiza­
tion in getting together any banquets, 
any luncheons, any meetings, is of 
itself a very heavy burden. But the 
waste is not one of effort only. Cam­
paigns cannot be run without ex­
pense. 

And last, but not least, there is the 
sense of frrilation that overcomes the 
community and which sometimes 
may become so strong as to result in 
repudiation of all appeals irrespec­
tive of their importance. 

The situation, of course, is not 
altogether new, hut it has become 
very much aggravated within the last 
few years, particularly as a result of 
the depression. 

What can be done about it? 
The sum total of the .Jewish needs 

for philanthropic and communal 
purposes, or at least the sum total of 
mnounts available for such needs, is 
probably not excessive- not beyond 
the paying capacity of American 
.Jewry. Can't some order be estab­
Lshed out of the chaos so that the 
a\'ailable funds be made available 
with a minimum expenditure and 
cost and with maximum considera­
tion of camparative values of various 
projects? 

Any effort to organize .Jewish com­
munities into legal entities ·with pow­
ers of taxation is inevitably bound 
lo fail because it is entirely out of 
harmony with conditions of life in 
America. Much careful thought was 
put in the efforts of a group of com­
munity leaders as well as prof es­
sional social workers connected with 
the ational Conference of .Jewish 
Social Service through the organiza­
tion of the National Appeals Informa­
tion Service (the famous, but not 
particularly successful N. A. L S.). 
The underlying thought of this or­
ganization, headed by Mr. William 
Shroder of Cincinnati, is a very log­
ical one indeed. It is an effort lo 
organize the contributions of Amer­
ican Jewish communities to all pur­
poses which arc national rather than 
local in their scope. lts hope was 
that one comprehensive national 
campaign could be c o n d u c t e <l 
throughout the country once a year 
on lines somewhat similar lo the an­
nual drives of the J. D. C. or the 
l. P. A., that the amounts to be as­
signed lo each fostilulion should not 
be determined in a haphazard fashion, 
that the success of such institutions 
should not depend upon the com­
parative consistency or abil: Ly of its 
campaigning staff, that a central or­
ganization should be created which 
would critically examine both the 
needs and the achievements of each 

LET'S ORGANIZE 

organization which desires to appeal 
to all of American Jewry. 

Several years of effort have gone 
by, many interesting and careful 
studies of various institutions were 
made, but, unfortunately, as yet prac­
tically no progress has been made 
towards the ideal of such a national 
campaign. It is not important to 
place the blame of its unfortunate 
failure. 

As a matter of fact, while the ef­
forts towards one joint national cam­
paign for all national and interna­
tional purposes made comparatively 
little headway during the last five or 
six years, the movement for joint 
drh•es in various cities during the 
same years grew by l e a p s a n d 
bounds. It is not difficult lo under­
stand the diff ercncc. It should be 
easier to achieve such a union of 
various groups in one city than for 
the country as a whole. 

lt may be somewhat difficult lo de­
cide in which particular city the 
idea of a joint drive first arose­
whether it was San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Detroit, or any other city. 
In each of these cities the Jewish 
Federation of Charities is a member 
of the Community Chest, but specific 
Jewish needs, such as Jewish educa­
t:on, etc., necessarily remained out­
side of the general Community Chest. 
This necessitated a special Jewish 
drh·c for several purposes in addi­
Lion lo the Jewish participation in 
the Commun·ty Chest drive. Thus 
arose the idea of what has been nick­
named a "double-barreled" .Jewish 
Federation - "one barrel rrpresent­
i ng philanthropic work and receiv­
ing its resources from the Commu­
nity Chest, and the other a union of 
local culture with many national and 
international objects." The success 
of this plan proved to be instanta­
neous. San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Indianapolis, Detroit, Columbus, and 
more recently Cleveland, Ci nci n nali, 
and many other cities, large and 
small, rapidly followed, and the plan 
is being d iscussed in dozens of 
.Jewish communities. Nol a11 of them 
arc hig enough to require either a 
double-barreled Federation or two 
separate drives. In smaller com­
munities it is just as easy lo organize 
only one annual drive combining in 
one grand effort all needs and obli­
gations, local, national, and foreign, 
philanthropic, cultural and recrea­
tional. 

To make a long story short, the ad­
vantages of such a plan must be ob­
vious to al1 interests involved. One 
earnest effort and then the commu­
nity is free for some time. The cost 
in money and labor is immediately 
cul al least into half and sometimes 
much less than that. The individual 
giver can make up his mind as lo 
what he can contribute. The com­
munity al large gradually learns lo 

distribute ils volunlary g<.•ncrosity in 
accordance with some thought-out 
plan rather than leave it lo th' com­
parative eflicicncy and good sales­
manship of an army of solicitors. 
There can be no question but that 
that represents a trenwndous ad­
vance in the organization of Jewish 
community life. 

Perhaps these local unions may 
eventually lead lo one even bigger 
nationally organized effort. But 
whether il docs in the near future or 
not, aJJ the advantages can substan­
tially be achieved by local agree­
ment. 

All of which leads us lo a moral of 
very practical character lo every 
faithful Ben B'rilh. \\'e, loo, neces­
sarily must appeal for funds if we 
are to continue our work. No active 
Ben B'rith can avoid his responsi­
bility both in giving and in asking 
for Lhis program. 

But it isn 't allogclhcr from a selfish 
point of view that our brethren must 
give their support lo this rising 
movement for communal co-opera­
tion. To come back lo the starting 
point of this very practical sermon, 
the leadership of the Jewish com­
munal life docs, to a very large ex­
tent, lie in the hands of B'nai B'rilh. 
By supporting this movement for 
joint campaigns we will render a 
very great service lo all Arnerican 
Jewry and to all causes dear to 
American Jewry. 

It was in recognition of these prin­
ciples that the Wider Scope Com­
mission of B'nai B'rilh, al its last 
meeting in Scplember, 1!)30, passed 
the following two inlcresli ng resolu­
tions: 

1. '"That the B'11ui JJ'rith Wider :-,co pe 
Co mmission place itself ou reco rd as 
favoring inclusion of the JJ 'nai B 'rith 
If 'ider co pe Campaig11s in the gen­
eral W elfare Fund Ca111paig 11s f or 
non-local Jct ·ish needs in such co m­
munities as operate such Fu11ds. 

2. " That the 1/"idcr Sco pe Co m111 issioii 
itrge B'nai B'rith leaders in all co m­
munit frs which ha1.•e as 1•ct no such 
~Ve /fare Fu11ds in operat ion, to 1tsl' 
tlicir inffoe11cc in the crea tion of such 
jofot efforts i 1hac;_rcr f casiblc." 

OccasionaJly, complaints reach na­
tional offices that B'nai B'rilh lodges 
throughout the country suffer be­
cause of the lack of a program of 
u ef ul activity. There are a grcal 
many things that a lodge can do, but 
none is greater in importance than 
this systematic effort lo help the 
community towards a better form of 
organization. Of course, il will re­
quire education, first of the members 
and second of the community as a 
whole. There should be enough work 
for any group, no matter how ener­
getic. 

Let's organize! 
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ALBERT HUTLER 
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October 2, 1931 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

LEONARD V, P'INDER 
l'IIIISIDIINT STUDIINT COUNCIL 

AL■EIIT EPSTEIN 
VICII l'IIIISIDIINT 8TUDIINT COUNCIL 

LOUISIE MIEYERS 
SIICIIIITAIIY STUDIINT COUNCIL 

ELLIOTT KOHN 
TIIIIASUIIIIII 8TUDENT COUNCIL 

I need not tell you what a great joy it 
was for me to come to Cleveland and speak to your 
group. You were very kind to give up so much 
of your very busJ day, both at lunch, during the 
meeting itself, and at dinner and all through 
the evening. I do not lmow when I have enjoyed 
an evening so much, especially when you got 
started on that brilliant field in which you are 
now working to complete your second volume. 

You asked m~ to send my expense account 
to you. This includes only my railroad expense 
and minor personal items. It came to about Thirty­
Five Dollars, since I receive clergy privileges. 

I am only sorry that we must wait until 
the middle or April before you come to us on our 
Forum. You may be sure of a very warm and en­
thusiastic welcome here on the part of the student 
body and faculty. 

Cordially yours, 

A. L. Sachar 

ALS:R 
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B'nai B'rith and The Jew 
By DR. I. M. RUBI NOW ...... International Grand Secretary B'nai B'rith 

To confess, a discussion of the sub­
ject "The B'nai B'rith and the Jew", 
which might appear to be so simple, 
suddenly looms up as a rather for­
midable task. This notwithstanding 
21 months of complete devotion to 
B'nai B'rith work; or perhaps because 
of it. 

If I may be forgiven the unpardon­
able sin of becoming personal, I have 
over thirty years of public work be­
hind me. The last twelve years have 
been entirely devoted to Jewish com­
munal and social service work. 
Though my affiliations have inevitably 
changed, I always had a specific task 
before me. There would have been 
no difficulty at any time of discuss­
ing that task, its relation to the so­
cial problem or specifically to the 
Jewish problem. But the B'nai 
B'rith appears to be decidedly dif­
ferent. 

Much, of course, has been writt n 
on the subject. Much mor has be n 
talked on the subject. A B'nai B'rith 
speech is not an unusual performance. 
Not only members of the Order, but 
every Jew who is at all active in 
Jewish communal endeavor must have 
heard a good many B'nai B'rith 
speeches, longer or shorter, for bet­
ter or for worse. 

It would be a very easy matter to 
grow eloquent about the glorious his­
tory of the Order, its 87 years of ex­
istence, its growth in number, its 
geographic spread; but after all, this 
is not a study prepared for the pub­
lications of the Jewish Historical So­
ciety, nor have I any claim to quali­
fications as a historian. I fancy the 
readers are much more interested in 
the subject, "The B'nai B'rith and the 
Jew" as it appears here and now, 
particularly now. 

Perhaps I can do justice to this 
topic best by discussing it as it ap­
pears to me in my daily work, be­
cause after all, as Secreta·ry of the 
Order I cannot help being in continu­
ous contact with its problems. 

My official title, to begin with, is 
much more complicated than that. I 
have the honor to be the International 
Grand S cretary of the Ex cutiv Com­
mittee of the Constitution Grand Lodg • 
of the B'nai B'rith. Now that ought 
to be a title sufficient for anybody, 
no matter bow great bis vanity, but 
even that does not do justice to my 
duties. 

In the capacity of S cretary I must 
take care of the internal affairs of 
the Order; and considering that it 
bas spread throughout 25 coun­
tries, that it bas 600 lodges and somr 
75,000 members scatter d throughout 
the world, from Honolulu on the West 
to Shanghai in the East and continu­
ously expands into new territori :, 
these duties are complicated enough. 

But in addition, I am also Manag­
ing Editor of tbe B'nai B'rith Maga­
zine, a monthly publication with by 
far the largest oirculation of any 
J wish publication in th world in 
any languag , outside of daily pap rs. 
This magazine carries th 1:1tory of 
J wish history, culture, and tradition 
into sixty odd thousand Jewish fami­
nes. 

I am also Secretary of th Anli­
D famation League, an organization 
which is much less combative but 
much mor socially constructiv than 
its title might indicate. That organ­
ization, some twenty y ars old, er -
at d of and by the B'nai B'rith but 
for th ntir American J wry, has 
a dual function of building goodwill 
betw en Jew and Chris tian on one 
hand, and n vertheles • r sisting so 
far as it is humanly possibl , ev ry 
act of injustice and discrimination 
against the Jew. 

I am also Secretary of th B'nai 
B'rith Hillel Foundation Commission. 
It is under the auspices of this Com­
mission that the Hillel movement has 
grown up during the last seven years, 
a movement for preservation of Jew­
ish values in the mid~t of our rapidly 
incr asing intelligentsia, through s-

tablisbment of cultural c nters for 
J wish students on the campus s or 
our largest univ rsitif's. 

And last but not l ast, l am Na­
tional Director of the B'nai B'ritb 
Wider Scope Committe , whose func­
tion it is to rais n cf'ssary funds to 
conduct these and many other activi­
ies- and it is not an as~ task at 
that. 

Now 1.bis is not told eith r in levity 
or in vanity; it is only a simple way 
of indicating th multiplicity of func­
tions which th B'nai B'rith, to the 
b st of its capacity, is trying to ful­
fill in influencing J wish life in Am r­
ica and throughout the world. It is 
for this reason that a simple defini­
tion of functions- an asy matter in 
regard to any oth r J wish agency, 
wh th r local or national- b com s so 
complicat d a matt r wb n on speaks 
of tb B'nai B'rith. 

In a routine of a day's work the 
ecr tary, on behalf' of th Ord r, i 

called upon to d al with philan­
thropic probl ms :uch as hospitals, 
old folks' homes, child caring institu­
tions; social service in prisons or hos­
pitals; with ducational problems 
such as affect the A. z. A., (th ju­
nior Order of th n•nai B'rith) and 
th student memb rshlp of th vari­
ous Hill 1 Foundations; with prob­
lems of .T wish cultur ; with prob­
lems of relation of the J w to the 
non-Jew; with political problems such 
as regulation of immigration; with 
international problems such as affect 
the fate of the J w in Eastern Eu­
rope or in th near or far East. I 
b lieve it is no exaggeration to say 
that there isn't a problem of Jewish 
life in America or els where which 
the B'nai B'rith is not call d upon, 
or one might say forced, to take an 
attitude upon. 

Because of this v ry complexity it 

is inevitable that ev ry m mber of 
the Order cannot all the time b fully 
awar of all th s numerous implica-
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tions. In a simple and isolated Jew­
ish community the faithful member 
of the Lodge may think of the Order 
primarily as a necessary center for 
Jewish contacts; as a bit of social 
machinery that saves him from the 
sense of isolation. 

An active leader of a district which 
has created and still supports some 
important philanthropic institution, 
may think of the B'nai B'rith as pri­
marily an organization for tho fur­
therance of that philanthropic pur­
pose, whether it be the Cleveland 
Orphan Home, or the Memphis Home 
for the Aged, or the National Jewish 
Hospital for Consumptives, or any 
other of the numerous institutions 
created by and still maintained or at 
least subsidized by the B'nai B'rith 
through its national, district, or local 
organizations or the membership in­
dividually. The Jewish community 
at Madison, Wisconsin, or Champaign, 
Illinois, would inevitably think of 
the B'nai B'rith as the father of the 
Hillel movement. 

All these institutions, activities, 
and endeavors create local loyalties 
as they should. It would be contrary 
to the principle of harmony underly­
ing the philosophy of the Order to 
endeavor to draw any invidious com­
parisons as to the relatiYe importance 
of these various functions. It is, after 
all, through these special loyalties 
that these numerous activities find 
their support. 

And yet, over and above the lodges, 
from No. 1 in New York City, or 4 
in Cincinnati, and lodge No. 1146 in 
Palm Beach, Florida, or 1147 at Ko­
sice, Czechoslovakia, over District 
No. 1 covering the Atlantic Seaboard, 
and District 14 including Palestine, 
or 16, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain, Scotland and Ireland-over 
and above all these, or perhaps em­
bracing all of them, there stands the 
Order-B'nai B'rith-87 years old. 

Just as it is natural and logical for 
a lodge to seek out a specific local 
Jewish need to which to apply its en­
ergies, so the Order must be thinking 
in terms of the Jewish problem, or if 
you do not like the expression, of the 
problems confronting the Jewish peo­
ple as a whole. 

Now it is quite obvious that there 
have been many radical changes in 
the position of the Jew in America 
Rs well as the rest of the world dur-

ing the last century or so. Because 
the Order originated in the United 
States it is fitting that these changes 
be discussed primarily in the light of 
Jewish history in this country. 

As the Order spread throughout 
the world, as lodges sprang up in one 
country after another, it was the 
philosophy, the spirit, of the Order, 
but not necessarily the program of 
activities that the new branches 
adopted. Thus the lodges of each 
country, united as they are in most 
cases in district grand lodges, have 
their own problems to face, their own 
tasks to work for; it is only the sense 
of unity of the Jewish people through­
out the world that holds these numer­
ous national organizations together in 
a bond of sympathy and mutual un­
derstanding. 

When the Order arose in the United 
States in the middle of the 19th cen­
tury, the entire Jewry of America was 
only a meager handful-perhaps some 
25,000 of them. The problem of a 
Jewish immigrant was largely the 
problem of individual isolation, some­
what complicated, of course, by the 
problem of necessary economic ad­
justment. I believe it is fair to char­
acterize the fundamental functions of 
B'nai B'rith in American Jewish 
life of that period, as the function of 
creating and holiding together a social 
group with all the religious, cultural, 
implications which that involves. 

When ma·: immigration b gan in 
the early 80's, mass economic prob• 
lems were created. For most of the 
immigrants the country did not prove 
to be a land of milk and honey; the 
streets were not paved with silver 
and gold. The individualistic philoso­
phy of tte young republic deprived it 
of effective political machinery for re­
lief, cure, and prevention of material 
distress. The Order grew into an or­
ganization for mutual insurance, for 
relief of widows and orphans, the 
aged and the sick. Great credit is 
du to the Order for having faced and 
met these grave problems in its early 
days when there was no other social 
machinery for meeting them. 

The social implications of the early 
days of the Order created a family 
pride of continued membership from 
one generation to another. The phil­
anthropic implications creat d a just 
pride in the institutions which the 
B'nai D'rith created and maintained, 

But Jewish life has developed, has 
changed, has become very much more 
complex in its organization during the 
last eighty years. While many sim­
ple and isolated communities remain, 
while the number of such simple com­
munities have rapidly increased, nev­
ertheless they no more represent the 
bulk of the Jewish life in America. 

Powerful communities have devel­
oped. There is, of course, to begin 
with, the gigantic community of New 
York City- two million Jews within 
the limits of one settlement, a situa­
tion unprecedented in history. But 
even outside of New York there are 
dozens of Jewish communities with 
300,000, 150,000 or 25,000. The pow­
erful Jewish philanthropic tradition 
has not failed to manifest itself in 
all of them. 

No more can the B'nai B'rith as a 
national Jewish organization rest 
with pride upon its achievements in 
creating clubs, social centers, hos­
pitals, orphan homes, sanatoriums, or 
old folks' homes. Great as may be 
our institutions, there are greater 
ones, richer ones, many of them cre­
ated by well-organized Jewish com­
munities during the last 25 years. As 
a bit of history, our institutions are 
still there to point to with pride. As 
justification for a national organiza­
tion, something more fundamental, 
more attuned to the needs of today is 
necessary. 

As the Jewish population has grown 
fl'Om a meager quarter of a million to 
4½ million, as more and more the 
American-Jewish community is made 
up of native born rather than immi­
grants, American Jewry is being con­
verted to the point of view that sick• 
ness and orphanhood and old age or 
unemployment are not specific Jewish 
problems, but these are grave social 
problems and therefore political prob­
lems, because every social problem is 
a political problem. More and more 
are these problems being met by leg­
islation, by government action, as 
they should. Were the B'nai B'rith to 
confine itself stubbornly to the phil­
anthropic idea to the exclusion of 
other aspects of Jewish life, I believe 
that the days of the B'nai B'rfth 
would be numbered. 

As a matter of fact, the Order has 
grown and developed during the last 
decade or two. In 1910 ft was less 
than 23,000 in the United States, in 
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1920 over 40,000 and in 1930 nearly 
55,000. It grew though it has almost 
altogether abolished its insurance ac­
tivities, though thousands of local 
philanthropic institutions have devel­
oped. Evidently there must have 
been a more powerful stimulus to 
cause its growth. 

The B'nai B'rith grew because it 
represents the idea of Jewish unity. 
To be sure, this idea of unity is not 
a new one nor can the B'nai B'rith 
take credit for having created it. It 
is the unity that has caused the B'nai 
B'rith, but it is the B'nai B'rith that 
perhaps more than any other Jewish 
organization is conscious of the unity 
and furthers it. 

We speak of this Jewish unity often 
and with eloquence, but we also rec­
ognize, or should, the numerous fac­
tors which work against such unity in 
actual life. We are fully conscious 
of dissensions, provincialisms, the po­
litical factionalism in our midst. There 
are numerous Jewish organizations, 
perhaps too numerous, but there is 
by far not as much harmony between 
them or even within them. Jewish 
organizations (not unlike non-Jewish 
ones, of course) frequently spring up 
in response to specific purposes and 
there are many such purposes in Jew­
ish life, whether religious, political, 
economic, or cultural. All of them 
may be necessary, but a composite 
picture of them frequently is not con­
ducive to a concept of Jewish unity. 

Among these numerous organiza­
tions the B'nai B'rith throughout 
these years has preserved its unique 
position as the center of Jewish 
unity. It has preserv~d this center 
not because of obstinate adhesion to 
specific programs which may become 
obsolete. On the contrary, its strength 
and vitality are due to the very fact 
that, with a unified philosophy, it re­
mained free of the fetters of con­
gealed programs. The purpose, the 
aims of the B'nai B'rith during any 
particular phase of Jewish history 
are, as they should be, framed by the 
necessities ot the histor1c situation. 

This leads us up to some sort of 
an answer to the question: what is 
the function of the B'nai B'rith in 
Jewish life here and now? What are 
the gravest problems confronting 
American Jewry as Jewry? Together 
with the 116,000,000 non-Jews among 
whom we live, we are subject to all 
the vicissitudes of American life. We 

are faced with the same problems, 
economic, cultural, political, and so­
cial. Jewish unemployment is still 
unemployment, Jewish tuberculosis is 
still primarily, tuberculosis. 

But the Jew always had the special 
fortune to be endowed with specific 
problems. Perhaps that is the mean­
ing of our faith that we are a chosen 
people. These specific problems are 
largely due, if not entirely due, to its 
existence as a cultural minority sur­
rounded by an environment, always 
different, usually strange and some­
times (unhappily much too often) 
inimical. It is the problems arising 
out of this peculiar situation that 
make what we Jews call-the Jewish 
problem-and it is in the contribution 
to this problem in an effort to influ­
ence these relations for the good, not 
only of the Jew but of the world 
around him, that lies the function and 
the meaning and the purpose of the 
B'nai B'rith. 

It is not easy to discuss the prob­
lem of the American Jew in his rela­
tion to the non-Jewish environment 
in the limited space that is left me. 
Before taking a bird's eye view of thP 
situation it may be summed up in the 
following two or three statements: 

There is the problem outside or us, 
the relation of the outside world to 
us and what it does to us; our relation 
to the outside world and what that 
does to u as well as to th outsid 
world. 

And then there is the problem- the 
inside problem, or perhaps one might 
say, the inside aspect of the same 
problem-just as if you had a circle 
-it is convex if you look at it from 
the outside and concave if you look at 
it from the inside. The same curve 
to be sure-everything depending 
upon where you happen to be. 

The outside problem- what does 
the world do to us. Does it under­
stand us? Is it fair to us? Unfortu­
nately, it would be extremely difficult 
to give an affirmative answer to this 
question. Then the reason may be­
and there are many of them and they 
are complicated-there has been a 
considerable increase in the antag­
onism of our environment to us. 
Whose fault is it? That is not an 
easy question to answer, but the facts 
are there and the necessity of improv­
ing the situation for the good of the 
entire Am rican people is obviously 
also there. 

Through interpretation, through ed­
ucation, through study, and if neces­
sary, through manly and courageous 
protest, through a definite stand in 
defense of Jewish dignity and rights, 
the B'nai B'rith, through its Anti­
Defamation League, through its 
goodwill work, endeavors to meet and 
to work with this complicated prob­
lem, realizing of course, that no ready, 
made-to-order, immediate solution ls 
available. 

And then finally, th re is the inside 
problem, the probl m we ourselves 
have to face. Of course, the problem 
of relations of J ews to the non-Jewish 
world might be solved in one way, by 
abolishing the Jew. That is not a so­
lution that we w !come, not a solution 
that the world has a right to expect 
from us or impose upon us. And yet 
one cannot avoid the feeling that 
there may be danger of circumstances 
bringing such a solution about. Un­
der pressure from outsid , Jewish val­
ues may crumble. If they be de­
stroyed, not only the Jews might suf­
fer. We have a feeling, though some 
may consider it irrational, that the 
ontire world too, would be the loser 
thereby. If a cultural minority wants 
to preserve its existence, it must work 
for it, if necessary fight for it, but 
before all, it must at least b con­
scious of its own cultural value. 

That, too, is a very complex and 
difficult subject to be handled in a 
few words. Suffice it to say that it is 
in the higher cultured groups particu­
larly that the danger of the loss of 
our Jewish cultural heritage is pres­
ent. Hence our efforts to preserve 
knowledge and understanding of what 
Judaism stands for, among our college 
youth through Hillel Foundations; 
hence our similar efforts to work with 
our youth outside of colleges or the 
pre-college age, the A. Z. A.; hence 
our hopes that every lodge will sooner 
or later become a center of adult 
Jewish education. 

Anti-Defamation League, goodwill 
movement, Hillel Foundations, A. Z. 
A.-those are all so many words to 
indicate imperfectly, as words always 
do, ideals underlying the efforts of our 
organization. After all, the B'nai 
B'rith means nothing more or less than 
Jews. B'nai B'rith is an organization 
of Jews, by Jews and for Jews, not 
only for the Jews of today and to­
morrow, but for the principle of pres• 
ervation of Jewish values in the life 
of thf' world. 
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December 9, 1931 

EDWARD E. &RUSO 
A11istant Editor 

Rabbi ~.H.Silver, 
The Temple, 
Ansel Rd. at 105th St., E., 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

! was talking to Dr. Rubinow this morning and he ppeared 
to be highly gratified at the kind remarks you made about our 
Magazine when you discussed the matter with him in Columbus 
yesterday . It occurred to us that if you would ¥'rite us a letter 
to that effect which we could rint it would be very helpful to 
our tiagaz ine . 

We do not make it a practise to write to individuals re­
questing them to send us euloEies on the m~gazine. As it is we 
get dozens and dozens of letters from people voluntarily. There 
are many hundreds and perhaps thousands of o~her people who feel 
the same way but never go to the trouble of actually af.'fering us 
documentary evidence of their approval since it is a6ains+. human 
nature to overcome this resistance. In your particular ce.se, how­
ev&r, 1'{8 would be very happy if you ·would do so since the opinion 
was entirely voluntary on your p rt in the first instance. 

Thanking you in advance, 

Yours sincerely, 

Ass•t . Editor . 

REG:FS 
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February 3, 1932. 

Dr. Abba H. Silver, 
E. 105th Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

The Executive Committee of the Order at its 
meeting held in Cincinnati on January 24th last, 
adopted a resolution, copy of which is herewith 
sent. 

Realizing how difficult and expensive it is 
' to convene the B'nai B rith Hillel Foundation Com-

mission, I am submitting the resolution to the members 
of the Commission under the tercs of the fifth paragraph 
thereof. I ask for your vote thereon at as early date 
as possible. 

With expressions of highest esteem, believe 
me 

I 

nai B rith Hille -----
Foundation Commission. 

AJ.'C/R 



Reali zing the tremendous btH·dens and responsibilities now resting upon 
our beloved President and our Secretary, becnuse of existing conditions, 
the result of which has teen to create an emergency in the affairs of the 
Order, making requisite and necess~ry the assumption of added responsibili­
ties by the members of the Executive Committee, and a more definite separa­
tion of special activities from general administrative functions in accor­
dance with the expressed policy of the last Convention of the Constitution 
Grand Lodge, 

BE IT RESOLVED 

(1) That there shall be and is hereby created a Co:nmittee on Special 
Activities consistint; of the President of the Order and three members of 
this Committee, viz., Sidney G. Kusworm, Henry Monsky and Archibald A. Marx, 
whioh Committee shall select its ovm chairman. 

(2) That the present Director of 11embership shall be designated 
the Director of Special Activities. There shall be delegated to him the 
responsibility for the e~ecution of the program of the following special 
activities of the Order, namely, the Anti-DP.famation League, A.Z.A, and 
related activities, carrying out the mandates and directions of the Anti­
Defamation League Connnission and the Supreme Advisory Council of the 
A.Z.A. and acting in the interim between meetinEs of the Executive Committee 
and the Central Administrative Board under the direction and control of said 
Cormnittee aforesaid which Corunittce shall be under the direction of and be 
responsible to the Executive Co17!IDittee and the Central Administrative 
Board .. 

(3) That the Director of Special Actbrities shall in addition to the 
foregoing duties continue to be responsible for tho program of the Member­
ship Bureau. The Director of Special J .. ctivities as "ell as tho Secretary 
of the Order, with respect to the activities under their respective juris• 
dictions ( in case of the Secretary, 1·· ider Scope and Hillel Foundations) 
shall make periodical reports to the members of the Special !:ctivities Com­
mittee aforesaid. All matters requiring decision shall be submitted to 
the members of the said Coramittee for determination. In the event of a tie 
vote such matters shall be submitted to regularly olected members of the 
Exe cu ti ve Committee for a dee is ion, which submission rrny be done by referen­
dum. 

(4) The decision of a majority of this Special Co11111ittee shall 
determine action upon o.ny matter. 

(S) This r esolution shall be forth ith submitted to the various 
Commissions involved, for their ~proval, wit b the request that unless a 
meeting can be he ld within a reasonable time, the opinion of the members of the 
several Com.""1issions shall be obtained by reff,rendum, and that the resolu-
tion shal 1 go into effect i:rru11cdiately., as respects ea.ch activity, upon such 
approval being obtained. 
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February 12. 1932. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 
The Temple, 
East 105th st. at Ansel Rd •• 
Cleveland. Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

Your letter or the 11th inst. is received in President 

Cohen'• absence tran the city. He and Dr. Rubinow are in 

Mexico and I shall refer your communication to President 

Cohen immediately upon his return the week atter next. 

I 

~Jt.~/ { 
o Mr. Cohen. 

•11:FF 
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February 16, 1932 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 106th St. at Ansel Rd ., 
Cleveland , Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver :-

Your letter of praise and approbation of the 
B'nai B'rith kagazine has been received. I assure you 
that vre all treasure this letter as a most significant 
expression. It is in letters like yours from people like you that the greater reward lies in the life of any jour­nalist. Incidentally, it will be of immeasurable help in our campaign to obtain suuoort for the nublication . I 
wish to thank you very mucn for your kind cooperation in this matter . 

Yo irs sincerely, 

~L~ 
Ass 't. Editor . 

EEG :FS 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
EDWARD S. KLEIN 

1013 SOCIETY FOR SAVINGS BLDG. 
M A IN 1990 

Rabbi A. H. Silver, 
'fhe Temnle, 

February 18th, 193?. 

Ansel Road and E. 105th St., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

Brot~er Samuel Havre, President of Cl v~land 

Lcdae, has anpointed you for the year 1032 to the 

Americanization CommittE; , of which Brother Edv1ard J. Schweid 

is the chairman. 

The President would p:reatly annreciate 

your acceptance 0f the anrointment. 

FratPrnal 1 y 

t/t,P~L / '7- ' 
SECRETARY AMghJCArJIZATION COM ITTEE. 
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Dr. Abba-Hillel Silver, 
Temple Tifereth Israel, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

' 
Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Once again I take advantage of an opportunity to call your 
attention to I nternational A.Z.A, Sabbath which is t o be 
held , this year, on March 25th. As in the past, this marks 
the culmination of our year-round religious 9rogram, empha­
sizing attendance at services and participation in ceremon­
ials. 

You may be acquainted with the fact that the Aleph Zadik 
Aleph of the B'nai B1rith is composed entirely of young men 
between the ages of 16 and 21. It profe sses Judais~ from 
its name to the smallest detail. The Dr . Boris D.Bogen 
program is the motivating force of our activity. This activ­
ity is corMnonly divided into five branches: 

First. 
Second. 
Third. 
Fourth. 
Fifth. 

Religious observances. 
Cultural activity. 
Participation in Social Service work. 
Social activities. 
Athletic activities. 

In view of its definite commitment to work of a Jewish char­
acter, we feel justified in again asking you, on the occasion 
of International A.Z,A. Sabbath, to deliver your sermon on 
some phase of Jewish youth activity, and if possible, upon 
the Junior B1nai B1rith itself. 

It is altogether possible that you will be approached by a 
chapter of our organization and asked to permit them to 
assume complete charge of a Sabbath service. If it is at all 
consistent with the policy of your congregation, please favor 
them to the fullest extent. I assure you that in doing so, 
you will be giving these boys the encouragement that is ne­
ces.aaxy to enable them to carry on an unselfish work. 

PK:BCS 



An Organfaation Devoted to Cultural, Religious and Social Work. Among Jewish Students at the University 

RABBI BERNARD HELLER 

DIRECTOR 

PHILIP BERNSTEIN 

DIIU:CTOR OF S TUDENT ACTIVIT I ES 

B'nai B'rith 

Hillel Foundation 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGA 

Cor. East University and Oakland 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGA 

arch 15, 1933 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

F.1 IA MtLL rR 

P RES I D EN T S T UD E N T COUN CIL 

0 1\MA J. BROWN 

VICE• PR ESI D E N T ST U DEN T CO U N CIL 

Jos PIIIN E H. STERN 

SEC R ET.I. RY STUD E NT C O UNCIL 

We a.re arranging int e B'nai B'rith 
Hil~el Foundation at the University of ichigan, a 
collection of photographs of distinguished Jews who 
have done a great deal in raising the cultural and 
spiritual level of contemporary Jewish life. I wonder 
whether you could send us such a photograph of you:-­
aelf; we would like very much to i nclude it, since 
wi~nout it t e collection would be sadly incomplete. 

ay I assure you that this contribu­
tion will be de~ply apprecia~ed. 

Very sincerely yours, 
B/ 
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An Organization Devoted to Cultural, Religious and Social Work. Among Jewish ludrnfs al the Universilv 

B' nai B' rith 
RABBI BERNARD HELLER Hillel Foundation 

Ft IA Mn.Lr R 

Pi.ESIDENT STUDE N T COUNCIL 

OR 11\ j . BROWN 

PHILIP BERNSTEIN 

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

U IVER ITY OF l[[CHIGA 

Cor. Ease Univer ity and Oakland 

AN ' ARBOR, MICHIGA 

VICE' PRESIDENT STUDENT COUNCIL 

Jo r.r111 E H. TER 

SECRET,t.RV STUDENT COUNCIL 

April 19, 19~S2 

Dr. A b' Hill 1 Silver 
he Te .ple 

E. 105th St. t Ane l R 
Clevel .. n, Ohi 

De· r Dr. Silver: 

re haver ceive y ur rq an letter 
cf the l~t. ~YI as ure you once o~· th~t we 
eeply a r ecite your contri ution. Th· tit~ 

breatly to ur co lection, t er id, of cour~e, no 
ouot. 

With kine tr sar a an 
re ain 

PB: T I 

est wi~ es, I 

Very i ncer 

)~ 

DirectU of Student ftCtivities 
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<Offittra 

ALPREI> M. COHEN, l+nidntl 
Cincinnati 

l,UCIUS L, SOI.OMONS, 1st Viet PYn 
San Francisco 

ARCHIBALD A. MA RX, 2nd Viu l+n. 
New Orle11ns 

JACOB SINGER, TrtasurN­
Philnrlelphin 

UR. I. M. RURINOW, S,r.r,tary 
Cincinnnti 

£xrruttn, Qiommtttu 

OFFICERS AS ABOVE 

LOUIS FABRICANT 
New York City 

SIDNEY G. KUSWORM 
Day ton 

HENRY A. ALEXANDER 
Atln11t11 

HENRY MONSKY 
OmnhR 

DR. LEO HAECK 
Berlin , Germany 

UR. J. NIF.MIROWER 
Bucharest, Rouma nin 

UR. JOSEF POPPER 
Prague, Czecho-Slovaki11 

J. NIEGO 
Constantinople, Turkey 

DR. MORITZSCHNABLR 
Vienna, Austria 

DR. LEON ADER 
Krakau, Poland 

DR. DAVID YELLTN 
Jerusalem, P11lestine 

DR. SAMUEL DAICHES 
London , England 

and 

PRESIDENTS OF ALL 
AMERICAN DISTRICTS 

ELECTRIC BUILDING 

CINCINNATI, 0, 

April 25, 1932. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Ansel Road at 105th St., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I hope that nothing will prevent you from 
coming to the Hee.ring in Cincinnati to be held a week 
from today, namely Tuesday, May 3rd. He missed you 
last week in Toledo for the Hearing itself was inter­
esting and the public administration added an element 
of the sensational. ~e are trying our best to make the 
Cinei~..nati Hearing the best held as yet. 

And if you do come, can you manage to have 
dinner with us that night? As we are to hold a 
meeting next day in Dayton you will not want to leave 
until the evening. We may find convenient transportation 
later in the evening by bus even if there should be no 
train or it would not be difficult to leave for Dayton 
the next morning. Please let me know whether you are 
coming and also whether you can take dinner with us. 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary. 

Dffi:FF 
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ALFRED M, COHEN 
~111:.101:NT 

Dr . Abba H. Silver , 
c/o The Temple , 

B'NAI B'RITH 
ELECTRIC BUILDING 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Ma;; 11 , 1932 . 

E . 105th St . at Ansel Rd ., 
Cl l nd, Ohio . 

Dear tr . ::; · J.V r: 

1ith the a~proaching end of the aca emic year, the 
problem of a 1Jroper progrn.m for Hillel work for next year 
JJi euei.ts itself a permits of no further d8lay. The short-

~ of ', • er Scope income rray make very drastic cuts 
necessary . 

It is important thRt this matter t:e carefully con­
sidered by the Hillel Co:n: • ssion but I h sitate to call a 
meeting because of the expense involved . A full JM ,ting 
of the Cow.mission would require an ex enditure of over 
• 1 , 000 . 

It has occurred to me that a me~ting of t e members 
of the Gommiss i on who live in Cincinnati and the i:mi·ediate 
vicinity might pre ent itself as a solution . Such a roo tin 
could bring to ~ether eight of the seventeen m nbers of the 
Commission at a ost of less than ·;150 . The recoramend"2tions 
of this sub- committee could be submitted to all the I, ,bers 
of the Co1r,rnission for their approval . 

1 ill you kindly reply by return mail whether in view 
of the financial stringency you approve of this subgestion , 
instead of calling a meeting of the e~tire Hillel Commission . 
This smaller 6ro p will he ve to conv ,n ear 1 in June . 

The r ossi le saving of some ·· aoo or "' 900 is a matter 
of considerable importance in the present state of our 
treasury. 

Sincerely yours , 

AliC : 1'r' 
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U>ffic,r, 

Al,l'RHU M. COHF.N, Pnsidt11I 
Cincinnati 

l,UCIUS J, . SOLOMONS, 1st Viet P,·es. 
Snn Francisco 

ARCHIBALD A. MARX, 211d Vice Pres . 
New Orlenns 

J ACOll SINGER, Trtas1fftY 
Philadelphia 

DR. I. M. RUBINOW, S,cre/ayy 
Ciuciunati 

Exttntlut atommltttt 

OFFICERS AS ABOVF. 

l,OUIS FABRICANT 
New York City 

SIDNF.Y G. KUSWORM 
Dayton 

HF.NRY A. ALEXANDER 
Allnntn 

HENRY MONSKY 
Omaha 

UR. I,EO DAECK 
Berlin, Germany 

UK. J . NIEMIROWER 
Bucharest, Roumanin 

Ult. JOSEF POPPER 
Pmgue, Czecho-Slovakia 

J . NIEGO 
Constnntinople, ·rurkey 

UK. MORI'fZ SCHNABI,E 
Vienna, Austrin 

UR. I,EON ADER 
Kmkau , Poland 

UK. DAVID YELLIN 
Jerusalem, Palestine 

UR. SAMUEL DAICHES 
London. England 

and 

PRESIDENTS OP ALL 
AMERICAN DISTRICTS 

ll'nni ll'rit~ 
ELECTRIC BUILDING 

CINCINNATI. 0. 

Dr. Abba H. Silver• 
The Temple• 

llay 18, 1932. 

East 105th St at Ansel Road• 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

In acknowledging your letter or the 12th inst. 
in reply to our inquiry concerning a meeting of the 
B'nai B'rith Hillel Commission, and noting your 
agreement that the meeting should be limited to 
those living in Cincinnati or vicinity, may I 
underscore the fact that or course we think of 
Cleveland as being in the vicinity of Cincinnati 
and trust that you will be able to attend. 

Our reason for writing as we did was because 
a few members of the Commission who live at a 
great distance would involve an expenditure of 
from $100 to $250 if they attended. 

With kind personal regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

III.R/SR 



Al,PRED M. COHRN, PrtsidtHt 
Cincinnati 

l,UCIUS L, sor.oMONS, /st Vice Pres. 
Slln Prnncisco 

ARCHIBALD A. MARX. 211d Vtct Pres, 
New Orlenns 

JACOB SINGER, Trtamrtr 
Philndelphin 

DR. I. M. RUBINOW. Stcr,tar, 
Cincinnnti 

£xtr11thtt Cltommltttt 

OFFICERS AS ABOVE 

J,OUIS FABRICANT 
New York City 

SIDNEY G. KUSWORM 
Dnyton 

HENRY A. ALEXANDRK 
Atlnntn 

HENRY MONSKY 
Omnhn 

DR. J,lW nAECK 
Uerlin, Germany 

l>R. J . NIF.l\lIROWER 
nuchnrest, Roumanin 

l>R. JOSEF POPPER 
Pmgue, Czecho-Slovakln 

J. NIEGO 
Constantinople, •rurkey 

DR. MORl'l'Z SCHN ABJ,E 
Vienna, Austria 

l>R. I.EON ADER 
Kmknu, Poland 

DR. DAVID YELI.IN 
Jerusalem, Palestine 

DR. SAMUEL DAICHES 
London. England 

a11d 

PRESIDENTS OF ALL 
AMERICAN DISTRICT 

i'uai i'rit~ 
ELECTRIC BUILDING 

CINCINNATI. 0. 

Dr. Abba H. Silver 
c/o The Temple 
E. 105th St. 0 t Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, o. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Ma;y- 23, 1932 

A meeting of members of the B'nai B'rith Hillel 
Frundntion Commission who are within an over-night 
ride from Cincinnati, will be held at the Cincinm ti 
Club, Cincinnati, Ohio on Sunday, June 12, 1932 at 
ten o'clock A. M. 

This meeting is of the utmost importance and we trust 
yru will make every effort to attend. 

Kindly inform us that we may expect you. 

Sincerely and fraternally yours, 

Secretary. 

IllR:DL 
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.. 
Al.nu M. Coa1•, Prtlidnt I.ucn,s I.. SoLowo,u, Firll Viet-Pr.,. AacaJMLD A. Mux, S,cond Viet-Pr.,. 

OFFICIAL 
COMMUNICATION 

CincillDati, Ohio San Francisco, Cal. New Orleana, La. 
]1.co• Surcia, Tr,onrn DL I. M. Ruu11ow, S,crdory 

Phil.delphia, Pa. _______ Cincinnati, Ohio 

Member, of ~xecutivc Committee, Wider Scope CommiHion, Hillel Foundation 
Commiuion and Anti-Defamation Commiasion 

FROM 

B'NAI B'RITH 
ELECTRIC BUILDING 

CINCINNATI, o·. 

'Oa. LioM Aota, Kraka•, Poland 
HE11aY A. ALEXAlfDEa, Atlanta, Ga. 
Da. LEO BAECX, Berlin Germany 
AHAHAM BuxowJTz, Philadelphia, Pa. 
FaitD BEaMST'lllf, Chicago, 111. 
Louis J. BoaunTl!JM, Indianapolis, Ind. 
A. K. CoHEN, Boston, Mass. 
Juncz ALIUT CoHJf, New York, N. Y. 
Da. SAMUEL DAICHES, London, England 
Lours FAHJCANT, New York, N. Y. 
LEONARD H. Fu11uc, Cincinnati, O. 
A. B. FRtn:R, Shreveport, La. 
JosEPH FROMHRC, Charleaton, S. C. 
I. M. GoLDEN, San Franciaco Cal. 
RA111 S01.011011 GoLDMAII, Chica10, IIL 

NATRAX E. Got.DS'l't111, SpringfielJ, Mass. 
lhCHAIID £. GuTSTADT, San Francisco, Cal. 
RAIII JAMES G.H!LLU, Cincinnati, 0. 
RA111 EDWARD L. lsRAEL, Baltimore, Md. 
RAIII SAMUEL KocH, Seattle, \Vash. 
JuDCE JosEPH L. KuN, Philadelphia, Pa. 
S1DNEY G. KuswoRM, Dayton, 0. 
EDGAR Levtv, San Francisco, Cal. 
S1CMUND L1v1NCSTON, Chicago. Ill. 
Da. Lours L. MANlf Chica10, Ill. 
Mo111s D. Mtvu, Houston, Texas 
HENRY M0Ns1tv, Omaha, Neb. 
JoSEPR MoRSE, Nashville, Tenn. 
J. Nn:co, Constantinople, Turkey 

DR. J. N1twnowEa, Bucharest, Roumania 
Da. DAVID Pu1L1PSON, Cincinnati, 0. 
Da. Jo !l'H POPPER, Pra1ue, C.-Slovakia 
Josnn RosENZW!IC, New York, N. Y. 
l:DWIN J. SCHANFAIIER, Columbus, O. 
DR. MORITZ SCHNABL!, Vienna, Austria 
LEON SCHWARZ, Mobile, Ala. 
PHILIP SEMAN, Chicago, Ill. 
SAW U!L I. S1rvi::Rs, St. Louis, Mo. 
RABBI A11A 11. S1LV£R, Cleveland, 0. 
DR. ABRAM SIMON, Washin,ton, D. C. 
WILLIAM SULTAN, Chicago, Ill. 
Mo111s WALDMAN, New Yorlc, N. Y. 
A. L. WoLK, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
DR. DAVID Y£LLIM, Jerusalem, Palestine 

5/24/32 
PRSSIDSNT COHEN R~PLIES TO itABBI ST~PHEN S. \"IISE 

- . . . . 

appeared over the signature of Stephen S. Wise: 

"However shrrt-live i er.10ry ordi:1ari]y i s , I venture to recall the bitter 

re~entoent felt again.ta han ful of us who a few years ago fought against the 

circulation of the film, 'King of Kings.' It vras assume to be a ree.l triumph 

that s ome minor textuc::.l alterations were accepted, and that only after the then 

Rah i cf Temple E□anuel of San Francisco had 1 ravely and tenaciously f ought 

against a scenario, which was nothing more than a film-canonizatinn ~f the Jewish 

Christ-killing myth . There was no e .:. of honeyed pleading at t.1e time 1.n the 

name of peace and unity and harmony to the en that nothing More be said. The 

cable dispatches of recent days brrught us t he new f rom Greece that as a result 

of the shnwing of the film, 'The King of Kings,' in a moti on-picture theatre in 

Salonica, the mob was jncited to rict against Jews and procee ed to nestroy 

Jewish property - just exactly what a pestilent ial minority f us expected frnm 

a picture made possible . y Jew~sh ~01ey, irectod by a Jew with the help ~f th~ 

rabbis of Los Angeles and the sancti')n and blessing of a worl -wide Jewi h 

organization, B'nai B'rit .• The r,;uble with r.1inorities is not that they fight 

but that they d0 net fight eno gh . The trn u le with minorities is that they 

begin fighting too late and that they stop fighting too s 0C1n•" 

Alfred M. Cnhen, President cf B'nai B'rith, has adnressed the editnr nf 

"Opini n" as f ')llf'lWS z 

"In his column 'As I See It' in Cpinior...'s issue nf May 16, Dr. Stephen S. 

WiJe revives meno ies of B'nai l 'rith's accom~lishmcnts in relation tJ the film • 

1 King of Kings' , thoubh his .r Pdi t t n B' nai B' ri th i sh ckingly sparing. 

However, the distingui she g E'nt lerru:.n v.rh ') has hoen n active participant in P.very 

Jev,ish movement, whetrie!' r. e.~i m.al nr wrrl wi,le in .he intervening fflur or five 

This accounts not only 



f0r the circumstance allude.~ , 'cut also for a nuinbPr of very seri us inaccura-

cies in hiJ article . 

''Dr . ··:ise refers to himself · s one of a h ndful w!10 fou 0 ht aguinst the cir-

culati n of the film. 

"He for gets to say that his firs t v1011 d of protest against the film V/c.:.9. 

uttered at th~ behest of B'nai B'rith~ 

"He f orgets t0 say that the fi lr11 had be0n exhi ited in his own home ity 

continuously for several weeks without bringing from him a single sentence of 

complaint . 

"He forgets to say thG.t B'nai B'rith awakened him to knovlledge of its 

presence in his own commm1ity . 

"He forgets to s2y that B' nai B'rith fouE;ht against the circulation of the 

film as lcng as any useful purpose co ul d be served by co1tinuing the fight . 

''At my invitation Dr . ·:.rise joined B' nai rith ' s pr,test . He did s0 

willingly and ~ithout hesitation . Thie was after I had urgei without success , 

the ;[otion Picture Pr ducers and Distrib tors f America to withdraw the film 

and had secured their cons ent to alterations in picturization an text calculateii 

to relieve it as far as possible of its ill-will breedin~; tendenci~s . Dr . Wise 

thoroughly understood the situation when he beca1;1e part of it . He was suff'ic i ont ­

ly sympathetic and so de lightfully hospitable as to oake his own home the place 

of meeting of a noted scenuri ~ artist (the Presi ent of the Je~ish Theatrical 

Guild) and representatives cf the prod uc'lrs , and of B 'nai i~ ' ri th, fer the p urp s e 

of dis cussing the change s to be made . I well remcm· er that Dr . ·7i se cut short IA. 

dinner with an iriVited g est sn us to accmnrnodate the r ~0.ther l:::.rge cgmpany that 

came to his homo to take tho fir st steps in tie alterati n of the film . We dis ­

perse at a late hour v.rith the understanding th:.it Dr . • iise an the scenario 

artist would cor.ie together '.l it~in & few 'a, s, v1hen Dr . iiae would mal:s known to 

the artist just what char,ges ho wishe d , c.nJ the artist v, uld attempt tr, amend 

the picture in ac~ rdance therewitr.v 

"Dr . ,'/ise preferred to use his voice and pen in iienouncing the film , but 

without avail, rather than prcceed as ha been agreed in pruning it of its most 

harmful features - a c~~rse thereafter pursued with the valuable assistance rf 

Rev . Dr . David Philipson . 

' "The file "f the ' Kin6 of Kings ' in the B' ne.i B rj th cf fice is v luminous • 

It contains many letters and telegrams fr m Dr .. "./ise . His recent article in 

' pinion ' is convincing evicten e hat he has fcri t n mu h th~t he wrote . 

Evidently he oes n0t r er.1om ~r th ,4t in tis le .. ter t0 '}ovorn r c. E. ,;illiken , 
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Secretary of the .-iiotion Picture Producers an Distributors of .~rnerica ( copy 1f 

which was sent me ) he sai a 

' I have stated t,; you again and again that I he.ve unlini ted confi ence in 

the goo sense and the 6 0,., v1ill oi' Christ i c..ns in Ar.10rica . 1~Gi ther Kla.nism n r 

.B'ordism could per;'!lanent ly aro use ill- will against the Jew , r any other racial r 

religious group . And, tl erefore, from the bezinning, , I have not been so much 

disturbed about the prcsentati0:r. of the King nf Kings in this land, as I have 

been J reatly concerned about its inevitable effects in lands if darkness and 

theref ore of ill-will and pcrsecut ion . I shrink ·.;it} horror fr()m rhat I affirm 

are sure to be the consequenc os of tho pres0ntation of the King of Kings t0 

inflammable grl")L!ps in .East ~uropean lan s , \/here the legends or half - truths of 

religions ar0 acted upon v:i th such bitterness ,:.s to lead to bloodshed . I have , 

the refore, this pro~'os"'-1 that, r.rnch as I lamc:nt , for many reas ons , thG appear ­

ance of the King of Ki ngs in A' 1erica , I sh0 -J ld be satisfied, in accorri.ance with 

the recommendations of Pres i dent Cohen , to leave the .. 1attar unchall~mge at 

home provided an agreeLlent c0uld be r ~ached, in the intere~t of deconcios and 

of our co ·1m0n humanity , not t/') produce the picture in lands in which it J.S bound 

tc do incalculable hurt, moral ly to those uho will see the picture , ~nd in everr 

way tn ~hose :ho -:ill become tho victims 0.1. th-:: nowly - infuriateri avengers of 

.. Tesus . 

' I havB proposed , an I r enew my ... r(\posal , that the pictur e be not shovm in 

C~nt ral and Jast ~urop oan lands . That would incl1de AuJt ria , Hungary , Russia , 

Polc .nd , Lithuania and • ouuania .' 

"It will be noted hat Gree e th s n0t in lu Gd in tha list of cnuntries in 

which Dr . ;Jis o proposed t½e pi ctur e w~.s to he banned . 

''B' nai \ ' ri th c tained frnm the pro ucers an agreer.ient that the ' King of 

Kings ' sho ul c'. not be exhi ited e ither in its original or amended form in any 

country where it might fan he fi rGs f reju ice, which agr eement SI') far as we 

ar e advisod , has con faithfully ke t . 

' "B' nai B rith obtained substc...ntially all th""'t v,a.s requests in the amenda-

tion of tile pict lre un'ler the g...iidance of r . Philipson . 

' "B' nai ·~: rith beca ·:1e the counsel ()f the Loti n Picture Producers and Dis -

tributors of Ar. erica in the ma.king f • L pJ.c..,ur :,s involving a Jewish h~me , with 

the result that the scrrenn sin~e the ' King 0f Kings ' has been almost completely 

free from anything of 1hich the ew mieht ro~s0na ly omp ain . 
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"Dr . ·./isc e::iploys onv phrase tnworthy f his no '.)le soul . I believe he must 

already have rwpented it . rio says the King of Kirgs ' hes tho sanction and 

blessing of B' nai B' ri th .' Nothing could bo f urtl or from the truth than that • 
I "In a circular le tor sont to hundrods 0f B' nnj B ri th and other Jewish 

leaders throughout tho country , alld in r os})onso to additional hundreds of 

queries 1s to the attitude of B' nai B' rith tovur the picture, I have uniformly 

said s 

' From the boginning it ha s been t oroughly understoo betv:oon tlrn '1icturc . 
I 

people and the D' nai B rith that tho requost for wnmidmonts to the picture and 

compliance th0rov1ith , sr12..ll not be construcd as an approval of tho picture v,hcn 

amended , but shall be r o[~ rde only as an att 0mpt on our part to remove its 

most ob joct~onabl o fJaturos .' 

111."/hat blessing or sanction is there in thl3se v,or s? " 
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ALPRED M. COHRN, l+nide,rt 
CinclnnRti 

1,UCIU • I •. SOLOMONS, /st Viu !+es. 
Sim Pmncisco 

ARCHIBALD A. MA RX, 2,,d Vici' l+n. 
New Orleans 

JACOB SINGER, Tnas""" 
PhilRdelphiR 

I>R. I. M. RUBINOW, S,r,-,ta,,-y 
Cincimmti 

£x,rutto, Cllommlltff 

OPPICERS AS ABOVR 

LOUIS PABRICANT 
New York City 

SIDNEY G. KUSWORM 
DRyton 

HENRY A. Al,EXANDRR 
AtlRnta 

HENRY MONSKY 
Omaha 

DR. LEO BAECK 
Berlin, Germany 

DR. J . NIF.MIROWER 
RuchRrest, RoumaniH 

DR. JOSEF POPPER 
Pmgue, Czecho-Slovakla 

J. NIEGO 
Constantinople, Turkey 

DR. MORITZ SCHN ABI,E 
Vienna, Austria 

DR. LEON ADER 
Krakau , Poland 

DR. DAVID YELLIN 
Jerusalem, Palestine 

DR. SAMUEL DAICHES 
London. Ena-land 

and 

PRESIDENTS OF ALI. 
AMERICAN DISTRICTS 

ELECTRIC BUILDING 

CINCINNATI. O. 

~ 26, 1932 

Dr. Abba H. Silver, 
or. The Temple, 
E. 105th st. at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Doctor Silver: 

Several members of the B1nai B1rith Hillel 

Foundation Commission have asked that the forthcoming 

meeting be changed to onday, June 13th. We find it 

necessary to comply with their request and trust that 

yru will be in Cincinnati on June 13th for this meet­

ing, and that this change of date will not inconven­

ience you. 

The meeting will be held at the headquarters 

of B1nai B•rith, 40 Electric Bldg., at 10:00 o1olook 

instead of the Cincinnati Club. 

Kindly let me hear from you at once. 

Sim erely yours, 

Secretary. 

nm:FF 
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ALFRED M. COHEN 
Editor 

I. M. RUBINOW 
Mene9in9 Editor 

B1NAI 81RITH MAGAZINE 
The National Jewish Monthly 

70 ELECTRIC BLDG. 

Rob i .oba . Silver , 
The Temnle , 

CINCINNA Tl, 0. 

nsel Rd . ~t 105th t ., 
Cleveland , Ghio . 

Dear Rabbi Silver ;-

June 9 , 1932 

I hnve just received from the Bloch Publishing 

EDWARD E. GRUSO 
Assistant Editor 

Co _any a boo~ Tih ich we· ould JS very anxious for you to re ­
viev for the B' noi B'rith LJgazine . It is Hor· ce . • l J en's 11 

Judaism at ay" . v9 could use from ~jOQ to 500 words on this 
book nd ·vonld count it a great f vor if you would let us know 

t . 'our corvenience , whether you wiJ 1 be a le to undertake the 
revi w. I _ your ans·wer is affirmative , I wi] 1 send the book t o 
you at once . 

B T: FS 

Thar king you in advnnce , 

Yours sincere ly, 

~~ 
\.s s ' t . Ea it or . 



r. ds d • raad, 
»•n l ! 1r1th guln, 
70 leclrlo Bldg., 
Ci cln.~ ti, Ohio. 

y de&r r. ' 'ru•dt-

Pe 1 t . o thank yau. or our kllld 
le,ter of June 9th. 

I houl Teey ch llk 
your requeal \o re•l • all•'• boo 

1ah tot eon dltl n l ork thl I 
tired oul and I t to rea, thl • I C • 
ltho I r 1 t t 1 111 ot or 

t , 111 •1•• oft t t ~t I at pl x, 1 
ro o t e.ple 1n t1c1p tlon o 1 :Yl or 

bu tlc&l 1• 1n October. I \ru.a, t 1<111 •111 
underaland. 

geat th, ou le the book to 
b 1 rn d eller o t lllel ound ,1on or r or 

Unl•eralty or to l Iar 1 Gold•leln of "York. 

1,h klndea, r gar4a an4 "'' 1ahea, 
p lt • to re 1n 

Ver, alncer 17 10 •• 
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A.J,PRED M. COHEN, President 
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ARCHIBALD A. MARX. 211d Vice Pres . 
New Orleans 

JACOB SINGER, Tnam,-er 
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DR. J. M. RUBINOW, Secretary 
Cincinnnti 

£xenttlut Cl!ommttttt 

OFFICERS AS ABOVE 

J,OUIS FADRICANT 
New York City 

SlDNF:V G . KUSWORM 
Dayton 

HF.NRY A. AI,EXANDER 
Atlnnta 

HENRY MONSKY 
Omahn 

DR . r,EO nAECK 
Berlin, Germany 

l>R. J. NIF:MIROWER 
Bnchnrest, Roumanin 

l>K. JOSEF POPPER 
Prague, Czecho-Slovnkin 

J. NIEGO 
Constnntinople, •rurkey 

DR. MORrrz SCHN ABT,E 
Vienna, Austria 

l>R. I,F.ON ADER 
Kmknu, Poland 

DR. DAVID VELLIN 
Jerusalem, Palestine 

OR. SAMUEL DAICIIES 
London. England 

a11d 

PRESIDENTS OF ALL 
AMERICAN DISTRICTS 

11' uni IA' rit~ 
ELECTRIC BUILDING 

CINCINNATI. 0. 

Dr. Abba H. Silver 
c/o The Temple 
E. 105th St. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. S:i lver: 

June 20, 1932 

A meeting of the members of the Hillel Conuni sion, who re• 
side within a night's run from Cincinnati, was held in 
this city last Monday, June 13. There were present, 
Brothers Alfred M. Cohen, Fred Bernstein, Rabbi James G. 
Heller, Dr. Louis L. Mann, Dr. I. M. Rubinow, Edwin J. 
Schanfarber and Philip Seman. 

A limitation of the meeting to certain members of the 
Commission, as above stated, was e.s you remember, agreed to by 
the members of the Commission for the purpose of saving the 
largest i:ert of the cost. 

The full mirrutes of the meeting wi 11 be forwarded to you 
in a few days. At this time I am writing at the request 
of President Cohen to say that the revision of the budgets 
was t he most important task the meeting had to undertake, as 
against the only other alternative. 

In view of the increasing difficulty in raising funds it 
became obvious that further savings are absolutely necessary. 
The budgets of the eight Hillel Foundations,e s approved by 
the Executive Committee last January, amounted to some 
$85,000. An estimate of the possible income for the next 
year is not easy to make but it was felt that at most $70 1 000 
would be available. As against the only other alternative of 
closing a few of the Foundation, the Commission felt that it 
was more desirable to reduce budgets further, with the under• 
standing that the earlier standards will be re-established 
whenever the income of the Wider Scope will justify it. A~er 
considerable effort and painstaking examination of every item 
the Commission succeeded in adopting a budget of $70,000 for 
all the Foundati ns. We feel certain that you will a pprove 
of the reasoning of the meeting and of the action taken. 

Cordially yours, 

Secretary. 

nmjNs 



Al,PRED M. COHRN, Prtst'denl 
Cincinnati 

1,UCIUS I,. SOLOMONS, 1st Vt'ce Pres. 
San Francisco 

ARCHIBAl4 D A. MARX. 2,id Vice Prts. 
New Orleans 

JACOB SINGER, Tream,·er 
Philarlelphin 

DR. I. M. RUBINOW, Secrl'lary 
Cincinnnti 

Exrtuttnr Gtommtttr, 

OFFICERS AS ABOVR 

J,OUIS PABRICANT 
New York City 

SIDNF.V G. KUSWORM 

HF,NRY A. Al,EXANDRR 
Allantn 

HRNRV MONSKY 
Omnhn 

UR. J,EO BAECK 

l>R. J. NIEMIROWER 
Bucharest, Roumania 

UR. JOSEF POPPER 
Pmgue, Czecho-Slovakin 

J. NIEGO 
Constnntinople, 'l'urkey 

UR. MORrrz SCHNABJ,E 
Vienna, Austrin 

l>R. J,F.ON ADER 
Krnknn, Polanrl 

DR. DAVID YELLIN 
Jerusalem, Palestine 

DR. SAMUEL DAICHES 
London. England 

and 

PRESIDENTS OF ALL 
AMERICAN DISTRICTS 

ELECTRIC BUILDING 

CINCINNATI. 0. 

Rabbi Abba K. Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th St. at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 22, 1932. 

All the members or the Hillel Commissicn, who were present 
at the meeting Monday a week ago, were very •orry that you 
were prevented from coming. I hope that you have entirely 
recovered from your indisposition. 

The Committee worked harmoniously, though the task before 
it was not a cheerful one. The question reduced itself 
largely to further cuts in the budget because or financial 
stringency and because the Commission felt that auah cuts 
were preferable to any poli~y of reducing the number or 
Fomidat ions. The task of selecting one or two Foundations 
for closing would have been even a more unhappy one. 

To indicate the extent or the economies, I shall only point 
out that in 1930 the Foundations cost us some $120,000; in 
1931 the cost was reduced to $105,000; last January the 
Executive Committee adopted a budget of approxir,a tely $86,000 
and this budget has now been out to some $70,000. We are 
gradually training the horse, as it were, to get along with 
less and less tood, but according to the famous Yiddish stcry, 
there is a limit to that. 

While the Cleveland Jewish Welte.re Fund has finally taken us 
in for a very modest amount, which amount because of a par­
tial failure or the Drive will be reduced further to some­
thing lees than $2,000, there is still a substantial amomit 
outstanding in Cleveland and besides there must be a few 
people in Cleveland who would be willing to come to our as­
sistance. At a recent meeting of the Central Administratin 
Board, held April 17. it was deoided to make an effort to 
oolleot a special tund from a limited number of people of 
substantial means throughout the country. 

If I were to come to Cleveland next week for two or three 
days, 110uld you be in a position to help me to the extent 
of going over a list of possible prospects and perhaps 
joining me in interviewing ·a few of such people, to whom a 



oontrirution of a fe,,y hundred dollars would not be a hard­
ship? I know that you a.re interested in the Hillel Founda­
tions, that you would not want to see them perish because of 
this, let us hope temporary, financial stringency. 

Cordially yours, 

Secretary. 

IMR/NS 



Dr. I. • blnow• 
c/o •1• a1 l'rllh, 
leolrlc Bl ., 

c1nc1nna,1, o 1o. 

1now,-

• it • lo edsa0111edp b NN1pl of 7-. lda4 i.,,a of Juae 224. 

I woul not adTiN 7au. to come her• I lhe pre , , 1aJ. aolioiia 1• ettor, ia Debalt ot ,._ ltill 1 0\111 & OIi. % 1 NHlOII "1,h lbe eov.&l•• 11'-e ot lhe .-ea .... lloa 1 I o~ , wbloh 
ti» allure ot i l •• p lp. 4lacu••• •• l a.a >1 • tor fu'1&N. 

Bue ot J•l•h ciuca,1on of Clewl d 1• eftll ore eveni, af'feote4 1»1 t ta11we ot the p lp than t 1llel lv ... ,....,1oa or -, o 1 er of the flt'-eD l)euficlary n.ol • o , •ltan 4. • t lnc \he proapeol ot • ,t1111 down 10 of ov Mbool1 • 

• ._,1._ C lt ... uoia.4 lo 1 uaoh a auppl t -... ... _ 111 I -.r ADA \o epend ,be IUIIIDel' montba 1Jl pl or 1,. I of the opinion , a, au1t1,anll 1 1 ot one7 m t be r&i-4 r • lch the R111•1 o• lloa will of oovae noel•• 1t1 proportloute ahare. 



ALFRED M. COHEN, President M. E. GREENEBAUM, National Treasurer 
CHICAGO, ILLIHOIS 

B'NAI B'RITH WIDER SCOPE COMMITTEE 
70 ELECTRIC BUILDING 

LOUIS J. BORINSTEIN, N•tional Ch•irm•n 

I. M. RUBINOW, National Director 
ISIDOR KADIS, National Field Director 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

DISTRICT CHAIRMEN 
NATHAN E. GOLDSTEIN, District No. I 

Sprlngtleld, Mass. 

LOUIS KRANITZ, District No. 2 
St. Joseph, Mo. 

JUDGE JOSEPH L KUN, District No. 3 
Phlladelphla, Pa. 

HENRY WEINBERGER, District No. 4 
San Diego, Cal. 

HENRY A. ALEXANDER, District No. S 
Atlanta, Ga. 

HARRY LASHKOWITZ, District No. 6 
Fargo, N. D. 

SIDNEY STRAUSS, District No. 7 
Houston, Texas 

B'NAI B'RITH 
WIDER SCOPE 

includes 

B'NAI B'RITH 
HILLEL FOUNDATIONS 

at 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 
UNIVERSITY OF W. VIRGINIA 

THE 
ANTI-DEFAMATION 

LEAGUE 

For the defense of the Jew­
ish name wherever assailed, 
and fostering good-will re­
lations through speakers' 
bureau, educaHonal wo~ 
•nd B'nai B'rith Magazine. 

YOUTH WORK 
ALEPH ZADIK ALEPH 

Junior B'nei B'rith Auxiliary 
re•chH over 4,000 boys 
with a program of cultural 
and social activities assur­
ing the future by training 

the present generation. 

-
B'NAI B'RITH 

MEXICAN RELIEF 

-
THE 

B'NAI B'RITH PALESTINE 
HOUSE BUILDING FUND 

June 25 , 19 2 . 

Dr . bba Hillel ilver , 
The Te ple , 
East 105th t . at nsel Rad, 
Cleveland , Ohio. 

Dear Dr . ilver: 

I appreciate your ansvering my letter so promptly , 
particularly because on pickint; up t : is .orn.int; ' s Jev ish 
Daily Bulletin I read of your address in New York City 
and so I was rathe doubt ul whether you had received n y 
lettE.-r . 

I ,ould have preferred to e able to begin rrw 
letter in a conventional way: "I am ·lad to lave you·:::; 
but the cond'tions iere not exactly such as to 1;ladden 
nrt heart . 

In rrr:/" effort to raise a least the irreducible 
ID1.n1.num f t e necessary budget I am confr onted with a 
curious dile ... !.8. . If I shoul go dm to a town and dro 
in on our lea. .,rs there ·dthvut any notice , the reaction 
is - - ~here you are . Ye re utterly un re a ed d we 
can ' t rush into anything .'' If I ' ite , s I did , I h v 
a prct ty good cha.nee of recei vin a pr 01. pt reply 

n Please don •t co .. e .'' 

Of course , I full r alize the serioua situation 
of w id. we re not the only sufferers . erhaps this 

" 

is not the time , if there ever is any, to go in for special 
solicitation of funds , but the fact is that there is still 
a cor.siderable amount outstan ing in Cleveland on old pledges 
and ilea good ny of them y lave beco . abso l t ly 
u.llcollect a ble I do ' t t 1ink tl at cou ld be s id of all of 
t e . I ho e , ou vdl not re"er:t it • f I do co e do m to 
Clevela. d say by ednesdo.y to talk over the s itu' tion "lith 
you and Goldhamer and a few of our B 1nai B'r ith leaders . 
~ r eally are up aga i st it o. d I an sorry th t ou had to 
stay av y fro 1 the last eetin of the Hille 1 Com • :rnion, 

1en the situation i~as frankly sta ed . Our re uests are very 
modest . If we can only et in a little of the outs t anding 
pledges t o hout the country , e oul d be able to pull t hr ou ·h 
the next ye •. 

$200,000 ABSOLUTE MINIMUM BUDGET NEEDED TO CARRY ON IN 1932 fa 
irector . 



H ij_ ~ 

eleveland £odge q}o. 16, B'nai B'rith 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
EDWARDS. KLEIN 

1013 SOCIETY FOR S,.VINGS BLDC.. 
MAIN 19110 

August 1, 1932. 

Dear Friend:-

On Monday noon, August 8th, 1932, Cleveland Lodge 
No. 16 B'nai B'rith, acting through a special committee, 
will formally present to the Cleveland Public Library, a 
collection of books for its special Jewish Section, in 
memory of William R. Weidenthal. A brief program has 
been arranged. 

We believe that you, as a friend of the departed, 
will desire to participate in this tribute by attending 
the dedication which will be held in the Treasure Room on 
the third floor and will commence at 12:15 P. M. sharp, 
continuing for a half hour. 

It is our earnest hope that you will arrange to 
attend. 

William R. Weidenthal Committee, 

Cleveland Lodge No. 16, B'nai B'rith, 

Lewis Drucker, Chairman 
Leo Weidenthal 
Edward S. Klein 
Henry W. Marcuson 
Joseph Saslaw 



ALl"R!:D M COHEN 
~IU:81D1:NT 

B'NAI B'RITH 
ELECTRIC BUILDING 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

1 3') • 

Dr . bb H. ilver , 
c/o 11

} C 'e 
, 
ie , 

" 1 ,5th t . J. 
ln el . o--• ' ,1 V l nd , h.:.o . 

De r D • Sil e.c : 

eet • nr- o 
OMt .:. '"'ion ,ill 

ten o ' clocl· . .. 

.in ly a·o 
r r.1 o ... • th Bil 

eration JCC' US 
confr .. t i.1 t e ,i 

Ple s , 1 t r:'l 

rt.C/R 

the . ' nai ' rith • lllel !t'o n ,. on 
hel on .. ond· y , D .... cem e r 26th at 

t t 1 e 't an d , l u b , hi t. r· o , :!) .. l • 

e er effort t , be resent , the 
el 'I ,k must r ce.: v eriou ... c.:on-
of tr. fi,w.nc.: 1 1. 'icultl s 
er co i ttoe . 

k exp.ct rf"I • 

.. 1 

• 



r. ltred . ,ohen, 
nectrie Buil ing, 
Ctnclnnati, Ohio. 

' de r ,.,.. ~ohen:-

ioT. 25th, 932. 

I regret to into 7 u that due to hie 
b ence from the city , n abb tical ar, Rabbi ~ilTer 

will not be able to ttand the eet n of the B1nai B1rith 
Hillel o~i tion r.o t1e1on in Chic o on •ond • n eember 
26th. 

Very 1incerel your■, 

Lr • • L 



Dear Sir: 

The B' NAI BI RITJI HILLEL FOUUDJ..TIO!T 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 

96-18th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 
July 26, 1933 

}..n increasing nur:iber of students at Ohio Stute University 
are uwakening to the reul issues involved in compulsory nilitary 
traininc• Durinb the last year, no less tho.n twelve students were 
excused by the President fron participation in the R. o. T. C. 
becuuse they objected on co!'l.scientious brounds. However, we find 
tho.t a. lurge na.jori ty of i n con ing students do not knoi.-r thut they 
may be excused in this nw tner. 

Realizin~ this and believinE that to perpetuate the wo.r 
system by such mc1.riG us t he R. o. t . C. is o.n added nena.ce to the 
pence of the worlu. , o. E;roup of students, fuculty , and ministers hnve 
formed the Ohio Sto.te University Cor.,:r:1ittee o_~Milituris11 in Ed­
ucation. The purposes of tJ1is cor.mi tteo a.re, to nid students con­
ncicntiously opposed to military tro.ininc to o.cquire u f a ir ex­
emption fron it £'.nd to wor k for the adoption of substitute courses 
in internutionul relations. 

If we a.re t o invest -rrith life the resolutions on the sub­
ject ma.de in the c. c. . R. nnd other confur encos, ym, · i 1°1 full • 
compo.ny with other na.j or religious group& in Ohio, should support 
this student moveiient to the utnost. Fourteen inconing students 
ho.ve nlready i ndicated their doten~ino.tion to renounce n ilitnry 
tra.ininG• It is estinnted thnt :r1nny more students will petition 
the Presid~nt for such exenption. 

All our own boys entering Ohio Stute this full should be 
faced with the ·. s.sue. Will you help in t his? Will you seek out 
such boys i n your cm:1r1uni ty nnd brinb this mutter to their attention? . 
Please send our conmittoe o. list of such students, i ndicuting those 
who nre interontcd in enrolling as conscientious objectors. 

Tine is short£ d the students uill be sending i n their schcc ... 
ules soon. Effort now ,rill bo ,roll rcvmrded. Let us re:r1ove this 
blot frou Ohio's l e.r ec st educa.tionul i J1sti tutionl Muy vre hoc.r fror.1 
you soon? 

Sincerely, , 

- -;C --1 /',_____,- ( 
Rabbi Loe J. Levinger 

P. s. The COJ .~ittee 1 s o.ddross is c/o Chns. B. Hurt, 83 Chittenden 
Avenue> Coluubus, Ohio. 



B'NAI B'RITH 

ALFRED M. COHEN 
l"RIESIDENT 

ELECTRIC BUILDING 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Ansel Rood and E. 105th St. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silvers 

July 27, 19 33• 

At the meeting of the B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation Com­
mission held on May 9th laet,in connection with the Directorship 
of the Foundation at Cornell, "It was moved, seconded and duly 
carried that a committee of three composed of Rabbi Solomon 
Goldman, Dr. Philip Seman and Dr. Louis L. Mann, be constituted 
to receive applications for the Directorship at Cornell and to 
make recommendations to the Comnission." 

This Cormnittea in active cooperation with Dr. Sachar, 
National Director, has received applications and unanimous y 
recommends tho solection of Ro.bbi Maurico Poknrsky for the 
position. Rnbbi Pokn.rsky is a graduato of tho class of 1933 of 
tho Jewish Instituto of Roligion. Ho was highly rocommondod to 
the Conmittoo by many men of ominonco. In submitting tho Com­
mittoo• s roport, Dr. So.cho.r wroto mo, "I hopo that you will bo 
ablo soon to aubl!lit tho conmittoe•s rocommond~tion to the wholo 
Commission so tho.t tho of~icio.l o.ppointmont can bo oa.do without 
dolay. Ro.bbi Peka.rsky will nood about n month in Cornall boforo 
tho oponing of tho somestor in ~dor to far:li.lir.rizo himsolf with 
n ro.thor difficult situo.tion. Hi9'.officinl connection, howover, 
will not bogin until Soptombor 1 whon Rnbbi Hoffi:Jc.n•s appointoont 
oxpiros. Tho snlnry, ~s rocommondod at tho Coonission cooting, 
will bo $1800 nnd it is undorstood th~t tho Diroctor will be 
rosponsiblo for ro.ieing tho ontiro studont budgot." 

As an eo.rly moeting of tho CoCDission is icpracticnl, I 
ask you to bo good onough to cust your voto for or against thG 
soloction of Rnbbi Pokarsky end tra.nsait it by oail. 

With kindost rogards, 

AMC/R 

nirmn B' nni B' r 
Foundation Coor:dsaione 



Al tr~d •• Cohen, 
r 1 n,, ~•nnt B1rith, 

:.l , C C :suil di? • 
Cl nc1nnatt·, Ohlo. 

r r. C-oh n: 

l to VOwl' t6 f July ~7th, 
i ' lt9 t lu i ·h11. 1 D.O' h•---· - Babbl 

r , dy to ·ot• in. th a fl \lve 
ma~ind \ioll of th co 1 ttee. I hope 

• ralcy w 11 do ell t Cornell. 

ry slncer 1 • 




