
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         15            5           353 
 
 

Building trades arbitration, 1921. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



#1. e offer 8.00 per day, beginning June 1st, 1921. 

#2 . We offer to submit the entire wage question to 

arbitration, men to continue work at 8.00 per day, 

beginning June lot, pending final award by arJitration, 

Associated Plu .bing Contractors . 



t!rbt <itltbtlanb <itbambtr of citommtrct 
ALEXANDER C. BROWN, HtDIDENT 
PAUL HOWLAND. P'IIIST VICI! P'IID IDlt:NT 
E. C . COLLINS, SECOND VICI! P'IID IDIENT 
ALLARD SMITH, TltlEASUIIEII 
MUNSON HAVENS, SECIIETAIIY 

Dear Sir : 

;f ounbeb in 1848 

May 31, 1921 

You recently received from The Cleveland Chamb er of 
Commerce 
against , 
building 

a request to state your opinion in favor of , or 
the re - establishment of the Open Shop i n Cleveland ' s 
industry . We have not received your reply . 

Please fill out the enclosed reply form and mai l 
immediately . 

We are making it as easy as we know how for you to 
tell us where you stand on this proposition . 

Our only purpose in making this request of y ou is to 
secure as representative an expression of opinion as possible 
from the Cleveland building public . 

We believe you are sufficiently interested in this 
matter , of vital concern t o the public , to avail yourself of 
the opportunity to express your views . 

Please give t his matter immediate attention . 

THE CLEVELAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Alexande r C. Brown , Presi dent 
Munson Havens , Secretary 



MAIL TO 

tEbt Cltbtlanb Cbambtr of <ommtrtt 

ENCLOSE THIS FORM WITH YOUR REPLY 

(1) Do you favor the re-establishment of the Open Shop in Cleveland's building 
industry? 

Answer: 

Remarks: 

(2) If the Open Shop is re-established by representative Cleveland contractors, 
will you support this policy by inserting an Open Shop clause in contracts for 
your future building construction? 

Answer:~ 

Remarks: 

(Signed) •• : ••• ~~············ .. ···- • 

~.~ .. .19'tl (Address) ...... Z ... & ........... ~~ .... __ ,_~ iw.r.c 

Please sign your name. Unsigned replies will be disregarded. 



Plasterers 
Iron V!orkers 
Steam Fitters 
St one Cutt ors 
Lathers 
Slate R( of rs 

,,--

90¢ -- ,,.,. ~ --

90¢ -- - -
90 - ( 1, 7 
90 - f 
90¢ -
90¢ 

O ,, Carpent ers , L / 

/ Hoisting Engineers / 

T4le Set Lets - ------e-~ ..,._...._.;.......;._------

Sr..e et metal workers 
Pipe Coverers 
E • ters 

/ Pile dri7ers 
/ / Cement f ini she rs 

; 
Glaziers 
C!ooo r ttire f e11w bui J.tl BPS 

Fixture rangers 
Gravel roofers 
Plasterers helpers 
Mason helpers 
Common laborers 

Finally, this settlement will be 

75¢ -
75 >~ -
75¢ -
65¢ 
65¢ 
60¢ 
50¢ 
~5¢ 
40 ¢ ~ 

' l- -
I I -,.# f -
/ ( 'l, ( l -

I I 

satisfied tr.at the rates you set are fair and equitable and such trat 

they ~ill be willing to buy building. 

Respectfully subnitted, 
I t ~' 

BUILDING TRADES EJJiI)LQ S' ASSOCIATION t 

Executive Committee, 

-
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L~ndi ' Wage Schedule 

Clr de Trade 

J. 8ton• Cllll'T 1 

. Tile La,. ■ 

8. Brlt!kl&J"f'N 
Holf,Unr Enclntttt (.R 
EIN'trlrla.na 
l"la terers 

4. trudura boo Worker 
I 

, 15. lfo1ale a TUe Wor er 
Stone CuUf'ra 

O. Bollennak r 
Lafhen 
~latti ,I in Roofers 
'l'u~k Ponter 
C'nr1u~nt~r1 
l"i. ·ture H1rng r 

7. <:ompo11ition Floor rinbh rs 
( 'aJsc;on Men (a) 

8. Plomb,-re 
8t amtltte1· 
( • fitter■ 
Orn1L1nent&l Iron or f'r" 
Pipe &!· Roilt-r Co 1'"11 

6tTllZO 1fH!h11DIH 
EJ•,·atoT Construdorl 
Sh Mf't.al 'Kew tr 
Po.lnttrs 
(HaLiera 

9. { 'ompo&lt" on Roofe ·s 
, ·1•rlnkler .Fitten • 

10. Stone Der lcktnt'n 

11. Marble etters 

12. 1n Engin ert ( 1, 
nt Ji' nit,b.-r 
on MH (b) 
lDe, • M<,\"U Rig n 

15. Laborers pl ter :- ) 

16. . arbl Rubber 
Scacliol RubLr-n 

J t. c•~ment \\'orke ( la J orer~ 
'n mun J..a 01· r 

,l'owpo itloo l'loor Labo n 

tt~re Helper 
lo I &: Ti) Helper& 

Tl'rra.ao Help n, 
prinkler .FIU r Uelp~n 

19. ta, atlnc Labor t ) 
1 

to. Exca ·atlD~ Labo1 ( b) 

flW 
Bate 

Old 
Bate 

U.25 ,1.211 None 

1.1°% 1.23 .12% H 

1 .10 1.23 .H 

I .05 J .S?IJ .20 •18 

1.00 

.00 

8 • I ' 
• ,.'S 

.80 

20 

1.00 .O'? 1/:: ~~ 

.t.26 .33 

l.25 . 0 
1.:us .-10 
1.00 .u 
l.'.?6 .40 

1.25 

1.00 .--o 

28 

3Z 

16 
32 

• 
. 18¾ 1.00 .21¼ H¼ 

.• a 1.00 .''3 20 

.70 1.00 .30 30 

.76 .20 



1902 - l9U6 - 19~3 - 914 - 1916 - 1919 - 1921 

Bricklayers -- 60 60 66 70 70 1.00 1.26 

Carpenters -- 36 426 bO 65 60 90 1.26 __ .. ..,..,.,,,,--,-

Plasterers -- 60 626 '12 

Painters -- 36 46 60 65 80 1.125 

Lathers -- 76 --- 625 68 ' 

Sheet met ··1l 
workers -- ~o 375 46 46 46 90 1.26 

~leotriciana-- 40 4 
. 

676 60 70 

Slate roofers- -- -- 626 70 1.00 1.25 

J 

Plumbers -- 4 6 60 625 625 76 1.00 l.376 

Laborers -- -- 675 875 
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ONTARIO 1108 

OFFICERS FOR 19;tl 

PRESIDENT AND CHAIRMAN OF 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

CHARLES SEIFRIED 

VICI!: PRE■IDll:NT 

L . W . WEBB 

TRll:ASURIIR 

D . PERLICK 

Sl!:CR l!TARY 

R . C. OSBOURNE 

SE'RGEANT AT ARMS 

J . E. CARROLL 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

EDWARD F . BOHM 

Dear Sir; 

~s-ii.ociateb~lumbing Qt.ontra.ct.ors 
OF CLEVELAND. OHIO 

HEADQUART ERS AND OFFICE OF EXEC UTIVE S ECRETARY 

608 THE ARCADE 

Rabbi A'bba H. Silver, 
3848 Prospeot Ave., 
City. 

June 2nd, 1921. 

CENTRAL •so w 

In compllance with your request we submit the following synopsis 
of conditions in our craft regarding the Plumbers Union Local J55 and 
the Associated Plumbing Contractors, as best ~s same can be done from 
memory, up to May 31st, when verbal agreement to arbitrate was entered 
into by the conference committees from eaoh side represnting both 
organizations. 

For your reference we are enclosing herewith a schedule of wages 
in the building industry, dating from the year 1914 to the Spring of 1921. 
In the enclosed schedule you Will note that the plumbers were at all 
times in the class of those trades receiving the highest scale of wages 
and during the last year you will find that they, together with 
Electricians and Steam Fitters (known as the pipe trades) stepped away 
from the others who had been receiving the highest wages and were paid 
the sum of $1.37½ per hour. - . 

While the scale of wages on this wchedule is shown at so much per 
hour, and while this is the case in the majority of trades, the plmnbers 
were paid by the day, and where a plmnber started work under the last 
scale, .it was with the understanding that he was to be given a day's work 
and receive a day's pay. 

Our relations with the journeymen have always been along friendly 
lines and there has never been any real opposition to a reasonable in­
crease in wages in the past years, and the increases have always been 
gradual, as you will note from 19i4 to 1920. However, during the Spri~ 
~ when practically all trades had settled the wage question and 
wjere the maximum wage was $1.25 per hour, with the exception If the 
electricians, whose agreemen~ was to give them $1.26 from May lst,1920 
to August lat 1920 and the~ $1.37½ to 1vJ.ay lst,1921, the plumbers de­
manded $12.00 per day. Our agreement at $8.00 per day did not expire 
until June lst,1920, but, previous to that time, due to extremely busy 
operations in the building industry and a shortage of men, a very serious 
condition arose where contractors, in order to get men to complete their 
work contracted for, were compelled to pay more than $8.00 per day be­
cause the men refused to work for ~8.00 per day. There are probably some 
cases where this was done voluntarily by the employer, but in the main 
same was caused by the men refusing to work for the agreed scale and 
contractors being forced to proceed with their work. 

Previous to June 1st our committee was instructed to negotiate with 
the journeymen on a basis of $10.00 per day which we felt was fair on 
account of the increased cost of living. Their demand was $12.00 per day 
and our committee offered a settlement of $11.00 per day with the idea 
of avoiding a strike. This proposition was rejected by the journeymen 



ONTARIO 1108 

OFFICERS FOR 19.!1 

PRESIDENT AND CHAIRMAN OF 

■OARD 01" DIRECTORS 

CHARLES SEIFRIED 

VICE PRESIDll:NT 

L . W . WEBB 

TRll:ASURER 

0 . PERLICK 

SECR•T AIIY 

R . C. OSBOURNE 

SERGEANT AT ARMS 

J . E. CARROLL 

E:X 11:CUTIVE SECRET A R Y 

EDWARD F . BOHM 

~s-9.oi;tate.b l}luiubing <!t.ontra.ct.orii 
OF CLEVELAND. OHIO 

HEADQUARTERS AND OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

608 THE ARCADE 

page 2. 

CENTRAL 430 W 

and a strike of 13 weeks duration followed. At this point committees 
from both aides went into conference and an agreement was reached 
where Local #55 Journeymen Pl'Ulllebrs agreed to work for ;~11. 00 per 
day and recognized the general agreement between The Building Trade 
Employers Association and the Building Trades Council and agreed to 
abide by same. 

During our conferences of the past month we off ered the journey­
men 90¢ per hour or rather ~7.20 per day as a . settlement, advising 
them, however, that we would be agreeable to $8.00 per day if a 
definite settlement could be reached, or we would be willing to sub­
mit the entire matter to arbitration, men to continue work at ~B.00 
per day pending arbitration, and we are enclosing herewith copy of 
written proposition given to the journeymen's committee on May 27th. 

We are also enclosing a copy of t he original agreement between 
the Building Trades Employers Association and the Building Trades 
Council. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ASSOCIATED PLUMBING CONTRACTORS, 

Conference Cormnittee, 

By 



Jiuilbing t!trabts emploptrs ~ssociatton anb Jjutlbtng t!trabts Council 

o..-FICE Q..- SECRETARY 

2460 East 9th st. 

JOINT CONCILIATION BOARD 

Rabbi A.H.Silver, 
The Temple, 
City 

CLEVELAND. OHIO, 

June 3, 1921 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

The Joint Conciliation Board represent­
ing the Building Trades Council and the Build­
ing Trades Employers Association, in view of 
their inabilit7 to effect a settlement in 
the present building controvera7 have acoe~ted 
a plan of arbitration as indicated by the en­
closed resolution passed by thie Joint Board 
and accepted by both bodies. 

Your name has been suggested by the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer as a member of this 
Arbitration Committee and unanimously accepted 
by the Joint Conciliation Board. 

Thanking you in a4vance for your willing­
ness to serve in this capacity, we are, 

Sincerely yours. 

JOINT CONCILIATION BOARD 

z 



ONTARIO 1108 

OFFICERS FOR 19~1 

PRIE91DIENT AND CHAIRMAN OF 

■OARD 01' DIRECTOR9 

CHARLES SEIFRIED 

~s-t1.octate.b ~lumbing Qt.ontra.ct.ors 
OF CLEVELAND. OHIO 

VICI!: PRIE■IDIENT 

L, W. WEBB 
HEADQUART ERS ANO OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

TRllASURllR 

D . PERLICK 

91:CIU!TAIH 

R. C. OSBOURNE 

SE'RGEANT AT ARMS 

J. E. CARROLL 

EXIICUTIVI. SECRETARY 

EDWARD F . BOHM 

Rabbi A.H.Silver, 
3848 Prospect Ave., 
City. 

Dear Sir· t 

608 THE ARCADE 

June 3rd, 1921. 

~ve have arranged for a room at the Statler Hotel for 

Satu:rday, at 1 P. M. for t he conference between our 

Association and P11m1bers' Local ;/=55. The room number 

has not been given us at this time but same will be 

posted on the bulletin Board at the hotel. 

CENTRAL 430 W 

Yours very truly, 

ASSOCIATED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR, 

Conference Committee, 

By 
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Cleveland, Ohio, June 3, 1921. 

Dear Sir: 

As per your request of June 1st, the Journeymen 
Plumbers' Conference Committee submits the following, going 
back to the year of 1900. 

Previous to that year there had been no set scale 
of wages. Plumbers received from $2.00 to $2.75 per day. 
In November, 1899, the Journeymen Plumbers presented their 
request for a flat wage scale of $3.50 per day, to take 
effect April 1, 1900. There had been many conferences held 
in the intervening six months, but no agreement had been 
arrived at. 

After a strike of seven weeks duration, the 
Conference Committees of both parties agreed to a compromise 
at $3.25 per day. The increase to $4.00 was received in 
conference on June 1, 1901. We have been unable to get the 
exact data as to the increase to $4.50, but have every reason 
to beli~ve it was arrived at in conference as in the past, 
in about 1905 or 1906. 

On June 1, 1912, after conferences with both Com­
mittees, the wages were increased to $5.00 per day. On 
June 1, 1916, after many conferences, the employers claimed 
they had not had sufficient notice to grant an increase. 
They desired an extension of time, which was granted by the 
Journeymen Plumbers, to July 1, 1916. Wages were then in­
creased to $6.00 per day. From May 1st to June 15th, 1917, 
a lockout occurred in the building trades, a condition over 
which th~ employing and journeyman plumber had no control. 

There were many employing plumbers in a position 
to continue operations. They had not been under any out-
side influence. In apprecia tio.n of that fact, the journeymen 
extended the usual time of receiving their increase three 
months. The employing plumbers during their many conferences 
said that owing to the fair attitude of the Journeymen, they 
should receive the highest wage in the building industry. 

After the settlement had been reached the Journey­
men Plumbers received $6.50 per day on August 15th. To 
maintain their self-respect at this time, the Journeymen 
Plumbers withdrew their representatives from the Building 
Trades Counoil. During 1918 and 1919, being the war period, 



AGREEMENr IQ ARBITRATE 

REOOLUTION passed by Joint Conciliation Board of the Building Trades 

Council and the Building Trades Employers' Association, 

May 31st, 1921. 

* * * 

Tl-at tre Building Trades Council and tb.e Building Trades Em­

ployers' Association through the Joint Conciliation Board being unable 

to reach a settlement in the wage controversy now existing in the build­

ing trades, r.iereby agree to accept the plan of arbitration by the 

committee of seven as proposed by the Cleveland Plain Dealer for the 

settlement of such wage disputes as are unsettled on :May 31, 1921. and 

tbat contractors and unions in all ilnsettled trades st.all file with the 

J'oint Oonciliation Board by Friday, June 3rd, 1921, signatures guaran­

teeing acceptance of the award, when n:ade, as provided herein, except 

in such trades where otr.ier means of settlement rave been mutually agreed 

upon between the parties directly interested. 

Under this ag.reerr.ent work st.all be resumed in all trades on 

Monday• June 6tri. 1921, pending the decision of the Joint Conciliation 
. 

Board and the· Arbitration Committee. 

It is further agreed tr.at trie Joint Conciliation Board and tre 

Arbitration Comnittee stall nake a final settlement of the entir.e wage 

controversy on or before June 9th, 1921 .. 

APPROVED AND ACCEPrED -

Trade ·---------------------
______________ __,;Secretary. 

Date _______ _ 



6-3-21. - 2 -

due to economic conditions, the Journeymen were grant~d 
an increase to $7.20 on June 1, 1918, and $8.00 on July 
1, 1919. The Journeymen extended their time one month at 
the request of the employers, during the conference of 
1919. 

During the summer of 1919 the demand for men 
exceeded the supply. In consequence, the wages received 
by the Plumbers varied from $8.00 to $12.00 per day. On 
Maroh 1, 1920, the Journeymen presented their demands for 
$12.00 per day and other conditions, which the employers, 
after several conferences, could not concede, and on 
April 1, 1920, the employers voluntarily increased the 
wages to $9.00 per day. 

On June 1, 1920, owing to the arbitrary stand 
taken by the Journeymen in refusing a compromise proposition 
offered by the employers, a thirteen week strike developed 
which was eventually settled by joint conferences between 
the two Associations, since which time the relations be­
tween both Associations have been very friendly. 

This includes practically all occasions up to 
the present controversy, that might have caused friction 
between the two organizations. In addition to our con­
ference Committees we have standing joint committees on 
sanitation, apprenticeship and legislation, and at' various 
times our Entertainment Committees have worked in oonjuno­
tion. There have been three or four picnics held jointly 
by the two bodies in years gone by, and no later than 
February the joint Entertainments Committees held a smoker, 
with an attendance of close to 1,000, which would mean that 
practically the entire membership of both bodies were 
-present. 

Hoping this will give you the desired informa­
tion, and thanking you for your interest in the matter, we 
beg to remain, 

Respectfully, 

THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEB OF THE 
JOURNEYMEN PLUMBERS' UNION. 

1 

l l 



BUILDING TRADES EMPLOYERS• ASSOCIATION 

BUILDERS• EXCHANGE 
CLEVELAND, O. 

Rabbi A. H.Si l ver , 

The Temple, 

CITY 
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WAGES PAID IN THE IDILDIID TRADES~ ' 

Cleveland, Ohio. 

TRADE 191~- 1915-
15 16 

Asbestos 
Workers 

Bricklayers .70 .70 

Carpenters .55 .55 

Ceme11t 
Finisr~rs .55 .55 

Composition 
Roofers 

Electricians .60 

Elevator 
Constructors .60 

.35 

.68-3/4 

.60 

Engineers 

Fixture 
Worl:ers 

Glaziers 

.so .60 .. 

.65 . 70 

Iron Workers .?0 .70 

La.borers 

J,athers 

Painters 

Plasterers 

Plumbers 

Sheet Metal 
Workers 

Slate 
, Roofers 

.27-½ .25 

.31-t .31-¾ 

.68-! .68-! 

.50 .so 

.68¾ .68-¾ 

.62--~ .68-¾ 

1916-
l'l 

.70 

.60 

.60 

.so 

.70 

.62-1/2 

. 60 
.70 

.70 

.35 

.68-¾ 

.55 

.71-7/8 

.75 

.50 

.70 

Steam 
Fitters 

" " 
.62-½ .62-t .75 

.31-½ ~31-½ .37-1 

Stone 
Cutters 

Tile 

.62-½ .02-½ .62--½ 

Setters .59-1/3 .59-3/8 .60 

1917- 1918- 1919- 1920-
21 18 19 20 

.58-1/2 .70 .80 

1.00 

1 .• 12-1/2 

1.25 .80 

.70 

.70 

.50 

.78-1/2 

-~2-1/2 

. 75 . 

.60 

.55 

.so 

.75 

.6Q 

. 75 

.81-t 

.70 

.80 

.?5 

.70 

.90 

.80 

.80 ls .90 
Aug. 1st 

.65 . 66 

.90 1.00 
Aug. 1st 

.75 1.00 

.. 85 1.00 

. 70 ~ S' .so 
/ 

.60 15 .65 
July 1st 

1.00 

1.25 

1.12-1/2 
1.25 

1.00 . 

1.25 
1.37-1/2 

1.25 

1.25 

.87-1/2 -

.90 ' 

. 92-1/2 

1.25 

.55 .57-½ .87-1/2 

.85 0 .85 1 .. 25 

.87-½ 

.so 

.80 1.12-1/2 

D .98-: . 1.2s • c_/_ ,. 
1.00 1.37.:1/2 - I ,l b~~ 

1.00 

1.25 

1.25 

1.37-1/2 ~ 
.so 

.80 .90 
1 1. 122 

July 1st 

.80 

.90 

1.25 

Pile Drivers 7 S" .. • ft 
.J. • .. ·J 

Hod Carriers .31-¼ .35 .55 .57-½ 
1 .87-2 



1902 -- 1906 -- 1913 -- 1914 -- 1916 -- 1919 -- 1921 

Bricklayers 50 60 66 70 70 1.00 1.25 ---
Carpenters 36 426 50 56 60 90 1.25 -:. 1, " 

Plasterer• 60 56f 625 68¾ '12 90 1.26 ~? 
,.. 

Painter■ 36 376 t6 50 56 80 7 --J-f 1.126 - b . -
Lather■ 376 --- 626 68-! 68¾ 86 1.26 = I 
Sheet metal 

1.26 ~- ? r 

r. 
workers 30 376 46 46 ,e 90 

Eleotriciana 40 •3¾ 576 60 70 1.00 1.376 :) 

Slate roofers -- -- -- 62.6 70 1.00 1. 26 ,.. ,., ' ...... 

Plumber■ 436 50 626 626 
I 

76 1.00 1.376 ... 

Laborers -- -- -- 30 36 571 876 
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