*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series |: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated.
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated.

Reel Box Folder
17 §) 376

Central Conference of American Rabbis, 1919-1920.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org



B 9 . A iy

MEMORANDUM OF CONFERENCE :
Held on Monday, October 13th, 1919.

On Monday afternoon, October 13th, at the call of Rev,
W, C. Emh&ardt, Chairman of the Advisory Board of the Department
of Christian Americanizetion of the Protestent Episcopal Church
and of Rabbi Leo M., Franklin, President of the Central Conference
of American Rabbis, a Conference held in the library of Temple
Beth El, Detroit, at which were present the following:

Rev, Wm, C, Emhardt, Chairman, Advisory Board,
Rev. Thomas PBurgess, Secretary, Department of Christian
- Americanization,
Rev. Robert Kreitler, Scranton, Pa,
Mr, George Zabriskie, Chancellor of the Diocese of New York
(Representing the Protestant Episcopal Church)
and

Rabbi Leo M. Franklin, President of the Central Conference
: of American Rabbis,

Rabbi Samuel 8, Mayerberg

Mr, Bernard Ginsburg

Mr, Isaac Goldberg

Mr. Fred M, Butzel

Ur. Day Krolik

The meeting was opened by Rev, Mr, Emhardt, who stated
that the organization represented by him, was most anxious to
clarify a situation that had caused pain and indignation to a large
number of American Jews, He said that such a situation was due
in part to newspaper misrepresentation bearing upon the attitude
of the Episcopal Church toward foreigners and descendants of
foreigners in general and toward Jewe in particular,

He stated that there was no intention whatsoever tb

imply that Jews by the fact of their being Jews, were nol intensely
patriotic Americans and that any impression to the contrary was
migleading., He stated further that it was not the purpose of the
BEpiscopal Church to misgsionize among Jews who had not broken with
the synagog, but inasmuch as religious anarchy leads to disrespecst
equally for the law of God and man, the church was justified .in
doing what it could among those sprung from Jewish stock, who had
definitely broken away from their ancestral moorings. True Ameri-
.canism could be builded up only upon the basis of a recognition of
those ideals for which religion stands., Of course, any Jew holding
to “the beliet that in the church, he could find greater soul satis-
faction and a finer opportunity for self-realization than in the
synagog, would not be refused, ' ' '

In replying to this address by Rev. Emhardt, Rabbi Frank-
lin stated that he appreciated the position of the EHpiscopal church
as outlined., Moreover, that while he believed that the church
would be entirely unsuccessful in winning converts even from among
those who had broken with Jewish tradition and practice, he *took no
exception to the attempt on the part of the Christians to win them
.to their cause. He understood, he said, that it was part of the
business of the churchmen to spread the gospel of the church and,
to use their own phrase, "to win souls for Christ".




Rabbi Franklin cited examples »f numerous so-called con-
verts to the church, who were posing as ex-rabbis and whom the
church had received with open arms, although even a cursory exami-
nation into their records, would have digclosed their unworthiness
and the fact that they were simply preying upon the gullibility of
the church people. He indicated that if out of the people of this
type, the church could make good Christians, the Jews would cer-
tainly have no- objection, He definitely protested, however, against
any implication that the processes of Christianization and of Ameri-
canization are one, And he stated that the resentment against such
implication on the part of Jews whose patriotism had been attested
time and time again in no uncertain fashion, was fully warranted.

To this, the representatives of the Episcopal church
fully agreed. A disclosure of the records of the Department of
Christian Americanization proved definitely that the newspaper
reports of the proposed program and budget contemplated by that
Department had been exaggerated. Further addresses were made by
representatives of both sides to the conference, in which the ideas
outlined by Rev. Emhardt and Rabbi Franklin were further emphasized,
The conference adjourned at 7 p. m., after a two hours' seesion,

All parties felt that a better understanding had teewy arrived at and
that the foundation had been lsid for co-operation between the
church and the synagog in matters relating to the Americanization

of the foreign-born.

On the day following the conference, the following resolu-
tion was drawn up for submission to the general Convention of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in sessgion in the City of Detroit. On
Thursday morning, October 16, it was unanimously and enthusiastically
adopted by the House of Deputies and in the afternoon the House of
Bishops gave it unanimous approval.

WHEREAS, the title "Bureau on Christian Americanization®
has been m1s1nterpxef¢d by large numbers of American citizens, not=-
ably American Jews;

; :

RESOLVED, That in authorizing a plan and budget for
Christian Americanization, it is far from the purpose of this Con=-
vention to disparage or to criticize the notable American patriotism
displayed by great numbers of our fellow citizens of foreign birth
or parentage who profess other religious faith than our ownj and we
wish them abundant success in their earnegt efforts to uphold and
propagate the ideals of Americanism which in common with ourselves,
they so loyally entertain; and we agree with them that the liberty
which flows from obedience to the will of God is the only secure
bazis upon which free American institutions can be perpetuated.




D p\.

Rev, Wm. Chauncey Emhardt,
al i1 cl H By Qi ] vie
Chairman, Advisory Committee,

Detroit, Michigan.
’ o

Gentlemen:

your ki:ii favor
L.;li Lion unan-
imous ”HJJ1MﬁWSiy con=-
curre
no action on the part of your church organiza-
possibly have been more effective in remov-
igunderstanding may have arisen concerning the
aitituﬁe »f the HBpiscopal Church anar; the Jews in America,
than the passage of this Resolution, ch action on your
part cannot but make for a kindlier ﬂym?M“K}
ful understanding betwesn the two great
which you and I represent.

I am sure een opened to
in behalf of thg SOPlal Qn4 moral well-being
drifted away from church and synagog.

With the hope that God may bless your efforts, I beg to remain,

Sincerely yours,
Leo M. Franklin,

Pregident
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMMERICAN RABRBIS




Detroit, Michigan,
Oct. 17th, 1919.

Dr., Leo M, Franklin, President,
Central Conference of American Rabbis,
Detroit, Michigan,

My dear Dr., Franklin:

It gives us great pleasure to inform you that yesterday morning,
Thursday, October 16th, George Zabriskie, Esq., delegate from
the Diocese of New York and Chancellor of the same Diocese, made
a forceful speech to the House of Deputies, in which he acknow-
ledged and commended the helpful efforts in the intereste of
Americanization put forth by the Jews of America, and at the
conclusion of his speech, offered the following resolution:

"WHEREAS, the title "Bureau on Christian Americanization has
been misinterpreted by large numbers of American citizens,
notably American Jews:

RESOLVED, the House of Bishops concurring, that in authorizing

a plan and budget for Christian Americanization, it is far

from the purpose of this convention to disparage or to criti-
cize the notable American patriotism displayed by great numbers
of our fellow citizens of foreign birth or parentage who pro-
fess other religious faith than our ownj and we wish them abun-
dant success in their earnest efforts to uphold and propagate
the ideals of Americanism which in common with ourselves, they
so loyally entertain} and we agree with them that the liberty
which flows from obedience to the will of God is the only secure
basis upon which free American institutions can be perpetuated.®

This was unanimously adopted.

The adoption of this resolution was subsequently announced to
the House of Bishops, in which, upon motion, they unanimously
concurred.,

May we not assure you of the great pleasure it has afforded
us to work with you in removing whatever misunderstanding may
have arisen concerning the attitude of the Episcopal Church
toward the Jews in America and of the joy with which we view
the prospect of fuller and more fruitful co-operation in our
efforts for the social and moral welfare of the unchurched of
America? With best wishes, we are,
Faithfully yours,
Thomas Burgess,
Secretary of the Dept. of Christian Americanization
of the Episcopal Church
William Chauncey Emhardt,
CHAIRMAN OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF THE DEPT.




RebHd Ay Siwon,
2002 Cutholiwl Avenwme,
e didagion, DG
Hy daar Ro%hA Simon,
I rezret axeeddingly thet
T dh:ill e mneble te atiend the weoting of
tha Comulttcs om TBrrdage and Diverss, % Ve

held Weeadxy, Deemniazr Vthe

With klnzest rogitieg,

Yory sineereldy yours,
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March 5th, 1920.
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS:

It is almost a year since our Conference met in annual session and several months are still to elapse before
the convening of our meeting at Rochester. It seems fitting, therefore, that the members of the Conference should
be advised that during this long interval, the Executive Board and the Committees of the Conference have been
actively at work upon the various and important tasks assigned to them.

It is not necessary to detail at this time, the many serious problems that have confronted your officers.
The spirit of unrest that has attacked every phase of modern life has lefts its mark upon Jewry of the world
over. All the dangers of a period of rapid transition have in one form or another confronted us. The econo-
mic, the social, and in some sense the political situation of the Jew in the Old World, has brought problems of
no mean import to us here. We have tried to meet these problems as adequately as possible. A number of
matters of great importance have had to be taken up with various national bodies and at least one with govern-
mental agencies in this country. At a later time, the members of the Conference will be acquainted with the
details of these various matters and the progress that has been made regarding them.

Early in the month of March, your President and a Committee authorized by the Executive Committee,
is to meet in the City of New York with representatives of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in
America with a view to minimizing the activities of missionaries to the Jews. It is hoped that something tan-
gible will result from this conference. On the other hand, conditions as they exist indicate that there is need

for active and aggressive work on the part of Jews among Jews. Whether we like to confess it or not, too
many of those who should be supporters of the synagog are being enticed by the so-called new cults, or what
is perhaps more to be feared, into a denial of all religion.

A constructive program for meeting this situation must be arranged by our Conference. We are not un-
mindful of this fact and our Committee on the Survey of Religious Conditions is busily at work studying the prob-
lem. It is planned to devote an entire day at the Rochester Conference to a discussion of the report of this com-
mittee and another day to a consideration of the problem presented by the unsynagoged.

Bearing upon the program to be presented at Rochester, we may say that it is planned to make it eminently
constructive in character. While we shall not forget our obligation to forward scientific scholarship, we shall
present to the members of the Conference for discussion, matters that are vital to the religious life of our peo-
ple at this time. That such discussion may be most effective, it is essential that as many of our members as may
possibly do so, should plan to attend the meeting at Rochester which will begin on the evening .of Tuesday,
June 29th.

A word to our Committees: If you happen to be Chairman of a Committee, you have been selected for
that place because of your apparent readiness to serve the Conference and the cause of Judaism. We take it
for granted, therefore, that you are actively at work and will present a full report upon the subject assigned
you for investigation or upon the work committed to your care. If you happen to be a member of a Confer-
ence Committee, and have not heard from your Chairman as to the part assigned you in the work of your
Committee, will you not take it upon yourself to communicate with him at once, telling him of your desire
and readiness to serve?

If in any way, your President can be helpful to you, do not hesitate to command him. We must make the
Conference the telling institution that it deserves to be in American Israel and this year above all years, we
must be able to show worth while results.

Thanking you for your co-operation-

Fraternally yours,

LEO M. FRANKLIN,
President.




Rabbi Abram Simon, Jh. B,
2802 @athedral Afenue
Wiashington, B. C.
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Rabll Abran Simon,
2002 Cathodsal Ave.,
Woghington, 1,0,

My doar Rabld tdmen,

I om ir reogipt of your
igttor roninding me of ay remlesrship
en the Merricge and Divoreo Comnditos,
and requegting that I have ny paper
ready for the firet of May,

If 1 rengnbat’ correetly,
I sent dn my resignation as a2 newber
of tids Conditog, alther to Ir.Grosmian
er o Dr Froaklin,

I tiave done ne work et ald
oa the subject 4n the last two years and
I an afraid that 1 ahall not have the
tine %o do any Yefore the next Conforence,

Reogretiing vweeodingly that
I caamot be of servies to you, I beg %o
remain, with kindest regarde

Sngerely yours,




Rabbi Abram Simon, Jh.A.
2802 @athedral Afenue
Washington, B. C.
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OFFICERS

LOUIS D. BRANDEIS HONORARY PRESIDENT
JULIAN W. MACK PRESIDENT
STEPHEN S. WISE Vice PreEsipent
HARRY FRIEDENWALD Vice PresipenT
JACOB DE HAAS ExeEcuTive SECRETARY
LOUIS LIPSKY SECRETARY F(

HENRIETTA SZOLD SECRETARY FOR EDucATION
PETER J. SCHWEITZER TREASURER

PAUL E.MOSES AssT, TREASURER
DEPARTMENT

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
OO0 FIFTII AVIENIDE
NEWYORK Mey 14, 1920,

Rabbi Abba Hillel cilver,

¢/o The Temple,

East 55th Street & Central Avenue,
Cleveland, Ohic,

My dear Silver:

I do not know whether I remenbered to dis-
cuss with you the matter that I wanted very much tco take up,

but,if I did not do sc, let me briefly bring it to your at-
teﬁ%icn.

It seems tc me that the time has come for
us to ask, politely at first, firmly in the end, that there
be a discuesicn of the new state of things, as a result of
the San Remg decision, by the Central §onference of American
Rabbisy he Rochester Conf erencegy Heller agreed with we,
and I am sending him and Martin Meyer, the letter to be writ-
ten to Franklin, I thought that the four of us might send
the letter. Please lcok it over and make any changes which
cormend themselves to you, and please send it back to me as
prouptly as you can.

I did not have a chance on lMonday, to tell
you how fine and beautiful I thought your wrd. It consti-
tuted one of the great mowents cf the Convention. At the
following session, when I asked the members to indicate whom
they would like to hear before the Convention clesed, there
was & roar for Silver,- but alas, you did not rake it possi-
ble to satisfy the desire.

The letter is attached.

Faithful}y yours,

f 2l
Ff%? :




May 14th, 1920,

Rabbi Leo M. Franklin,
c/o Temple Beth-El,
Woodward Avenue,
Detroit, Michigan.

.

4

My dear Dr. Franklin:

It has occurred to some of us that
in view of the San Remo decision, which confers the Man-
date over Palestine upon Great Britain, it will be the
wish of many, and pcssibly all of the members of the Cen=-
tral Conference of American Rabbis, to consider the very
important problems which face world-Jewry, as a result of

that decision.

Even though the program may have Leen
tentatively made up for the Rochester Conference in July,
it has occurred to us that special provision should bte made
for the discussion of the duty which facss all of us in con-
nection with the work to be done in and for the National
Jewish Homeland in Palestine.

We should be very glad indeed, to have
your thought on this momentous matter,

With fraternal greetings, we are

Faithfully yours,




/ )
CLRIE
ABBA HILLEL SILVER, RABBI mbe mgmplz’ @IBhelanh BENJ. LOWENSTEIN, PRESIDENT
THE TEMPLE 1323 WEST NINTH STREET
EAST 55TH STREET AND CENTRAL
OFFICE HOURS: 8:30 1O 5:00
TEL. ROSEDALE 1330

.

ey 18th, 1920

f course I shall be very
n the letter, although

-’ T Uueo

0
@
-
3
e

happy to sig
I am very skeptical as to the reeults,
&ven if Dr.Frenklin should consent to

have the entire subject presented
4€he action of ’La{ body would be such
that I am afraid it -

-
}
- A

d defeat the
m to serve,
The champion srs of the Conference
will seize upon tl opportunity to
dwell agein upon their patriotism and
the political phDSO of Zionism &c. &c

If we succeeded in getting the resolu-~

tion passed, it would be so tame and

non=gomnittal as to be of little value,

oul
i

“Zo* rever, if you and Dr. Mgyer
wish to introduce the
c¢ (nter—ucilon to any adverse

movement on the part of others, I am with
you,

With kindest regards,
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ISAAC E. MARGLISON, Recording Secretary
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FELIX A. LEVY, Corresponding Secretary
/207 MELROSE ST., CHICAGO, ILL. MACON, GA.

May

Dear Colleague:

As you zgob 1bly knov

-

Committee for Solitation of In nds but as The work of

MARTIN A. MEYER, SAN FRANcCISCO, CAL.

OrFricE oF THE PuBLIcATIONS COMMITTEE MARCUS SALZMAN, WILKESBARRE, PA.
810 SPRING STREET GEORGE SOLOMON, SAVANNAH, GA.

LOUIS WOLSEY, CLEVELAND, OHIO

20th

you have béeen on the

PRGN

™

the Committee is ourely formad 1 havc 10t bhothered

you with matters which would me

rely negescsitate L~

necessary correspondence., 1 have sent ov the usual
~ b o < - . & R Aan & 2 2
letter appealing to Con I~?i ations and individuals,

but the result has not b«

Many Congregations stat: '
0 Che Union's Fund snd hevw

taking up the Pension M they
soribe 1 th How ¢ us lno

in the fa gnd maeke up our min
report w hould bring into %}

Union | jion Mund i ‘
liable yr to amount to
claimed that thev re did
money t¢ the Iymegom Pension
1V changed thelr »nlans =nd dec
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FREE SYNAGOGUE STEPHEN S. WISE
NEW YORK RESIDENCE, 23 WEST SOTH STREET

May 20, 1920

Rabbi A. E-.Silver,
Cleveland, Ohic
Leer Rabbi Silver:

Dr. Wise, who is not in town at present
agged me to send Jou & copy cf the letter which he baé
:acressed tolD{. frenklin, to which he signed ycur nsame

S per ycur letter, as well as the namaes of k ‘
Ir Heller, snd his own. Y G i
Sincere ly ycurs,

LM/ 7] B

v ;//}j’//—/ |

Secy

——
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May 24th, 1920.

Rabbi Max Heller

Rabbi Martin A. Meyer
Rabbi Abba H. Silver
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise

Dear Colleagues:

I beg to acknowledge your letter of
May 21st, in which you suggest that

it will bve the wish of many - possibly
all- of the members of the Central
Conference of American Rabbis to
consider the very important problems
which face world Jewry as a result of
the San Remo decision.

In reply, let me state that ample
opportunity for the discussion of a
mat ter of such importance will bte
given at the Rochester Conference.

With cordial greetings and regards,

Fraternally yours,

( S éh/ur, . ;
President 45i;7




May 25th, 1920

Rabbli Issue T, Marcuson
10 Spring Cireot,
Macon, Ga,
My deur Fabbl Mercuson,

I am in recelipt of your
gircular lefter of the 20th cnd am heartily
fa sccord with the thought contained therein,
I believe that the Synegopue cnd School Extension
is again trying to get ¢ zuasior of & million
dollarz for letterheads and postehe stamps and
ic using +the Synagocve Pension Pund as a bait,

I regret, however, that I sm unable to co-operste

with you, inasmuch as I do not remembder having 8o~

sopied ofiice on the Committee for Solititation of

Funds. .
With kindest regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,




August 19th, 19020,

Rabbi Felix R, Lavy,
707 Neircse Stroot,
ghdcagey 1lils,.

Iy dear liabbli Levy,

I orel seidincly the
e - " { » L
I rogreyu axce:linclyr that

T shall be mnable Lo serve on the

Comdttes on JMvi) and Reld ious
riage taws, or on the Cormittee on Ree-
visiou ei"the uninn Prayer Book,; to
wiich I heve heen appeintad,

with kindeel regards, I beg
to remain

Very sircerely yeurs,




@entral Conference of American Kabbis
'/ ABPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES

1 4

71 the President has_appoinied you a member of the Committee
1 o

¢ 4 / ~r®

-

of which Rabbi........ L A OM A reoreetmt . is chairman, for the vear 19...2]19
Please acknowledge your acceptance to me at once.

Fraternally yours, ” |

Corresponding Secretary




Uentral ('Innfvrmrp of Ameriran Rabbis
/ ;// APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES
(B

Rabi LY JY N) LA

Dear Colleague: /

j I am pleased to inform you that the President has appoinIeJ vou a member of the Committee

of which Rabbi

Please acknowledge your acceptance to mg at once.

Fraternally.yours,

Correspondmg Secretary






