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CENTRAL CONFEREN"'CE OF ME IC BS 
O"FICERS 1929-30 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

01\VID PHILIPSON , Honorary Pr sident 
Cincinnati, Ohio DAVID ALEXANDER , Akron, Ohio 

EDWARD N . CALISCH , Richmond, Va. 
DAVID LEFKOWITZ, President 

Dallas, Texas H . G. ENELOW , New York City. 
G . GEORGE Fox, Chicag-o, Ill. 

MORRIS NEWFIELD, Vice President 
Birmingham, Alabama LEO M . FRANKLIN , Detroit, Mich. 

SOLOMON B . FREEHOF, Chicago, Ill. 
BENJAMIN FRIEDMAN, yracu ·e, N. Y. 
SAMUEL M. GUP, Providence, R. I. 
SOLOMON LANDMAN , Madison. Wi11. 
EUGENE MANNHEIMER, Dell Moines, Jow11 
SAMUEL s . MAYERBERG , Knnsas ity, Mo. 
JULIUS RAPPAPORT , Keno. ha, Wis . 

FELIX A. LEVY, Treasurer 
hicago, Illinois 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON , R cording Secretary 
Macon, Georgia 

Office of Recording Sccr~tor!J 
204 Buford Place JAMES G. HELLER, 

Corresponding Secretary .. lacon, Go. Cincinnati, Ohio. 

September 10, 1929. 

Dear Colleague: 

At the last Convention of the Central Con­
ference of Americ&n Rabbis, after a long discussion 
it was decid~d to continue the present practice of 
printing degrees in the Year Book but the Secretary was 
instructed to secure a list of the degrees and the in­
stitutions conferring them to be kept on file at the 
Secretary's office. It was definitely decided that 
NO DEGREE SHALL BE PRINTED IN THE YEAR BOOK UNLESS THE 
MEMBER FURNISHES THE SECRETARY WITH THE NAME OF THE 
INSTITUTION CONFERRING THE DEGREE. 

Would you kindly fill in the enclosed card 
and give me the desired information so that a corrected 
directory of the members can be published at once? 

With cordial greetings, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary. 
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Dr. Alba Hillel ,i lvar, 
The Temple, 
East 105th St., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Friend Silver:-

October, 
3eventoenth, 
1 9 3 9 • /l 

v(}-A 

In planning the various matto.,.s that are to come beforo the 
gxec11t ive Boo.rd of the Conference in Cincinnat 1 on the 29th of O t., 
I have had in mind, of course, the naming of a place for the next 
Conf~rence. This will ha~e to b9 uecided at i~ Board meeting. 
Up to date, no sattsfactory placn of mAating has h~en sugg sted. 
Lake Hopatcong in New Jersey had been mentioned, but i1 ,,est igation 
found it not d~si able, as it was first thought. T. en we h&d agliin 
an inv ... tation from shville, N.C. Your call that the Ashville 
Conforcnce a nurob9r 01' years ago iUS pleas&nt,but did not draw many 
members, and we also remeMber that on'9 of our C<J]league3 was stricken 
and d iej ther'l. To s011e of onr r1e:nbe '!'S the h ieh alt j tude vras not so 
flivorab le. 

l t~ought, therefore, that if it 1ould be st all agreeable to 
the Cleveland J wish conrnunity, it would bA a f).ne thing to have the 
Conference ~vit~d o neot th3 e neAt June,fo~-"'9ason hat in June 
1930 it will be forty yaars since the Conf rencs met for its really 
first pro ram meeting at Clevol.:-ind.,(the orgonization T'leeting with no 
definite program meeting was, of course, held in Detroit ). It was 
in Cleveland at th~ first business meeting that the first draft of 
the Union Prayer book was pres~nted by ,!oses Uel~i9ner,of blessod 
memory. 

I hope that you soe the sentimental value of havine the 1930 
meeting in Clevoland, nnd that you agreo with ~8 a~ to the mater of 
it boing the logical place for the Conferfince meeting fornext year. 
I hope that yo,, •.vi 11 con ult with you· colleagi.1es in Cleveland, and 
11' they are of the aame mind, thnt you will offer Cleveland cs the 
place of m~eting to th~ ~xacutiva Board of the Conference when this 
matter wi 11 be taken UJ>• Co~tld ye lot me ha re yoti"!" answer either here 
in Dallas or at the Sinton Hotol in C~ncinnati wher I will be from the 
28th of Octobnr to the 30th'? Vlith kindest grejn~• sincere~ your•• 
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October 25,h, 192_. 

bi Yid Letkowit1, 
61nton Hotel , 
C1nc1 ti, Ohio. 
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1n order to covert e~••• of \he convention. people 
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the xpen•• which uld be lnTolTed ln the 1n1cal conference. 
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TIME AND PLACE OF CONVENTION 

The next Convention of the Central Conf ere nee of American Rab-
bis will be held at Providence, Rhode Island, Wednesday, June 25th, X 
1930. / 

PROGRAM 

An interesting program has been prepared under the chairman­
ship of Rabbi Freehof. It will consist of: 
(A) Symposium on Union Prayer Book. 
1. The. Union Prayer Book in the Evolution of the Liturgy. 
2. The Function of a Public Prayer Book. 
3. The Religious Ideas of a Union Prayer Book. 
4. The Devotional Value of the Union Prayer Book. 
(B) The Purpos~ and Possibility of Synagog and School Extension 

Work in American Reform Judaism. 
(C) The Condition of Jewry and Judaism in South America. 
(D) Thr~e Round Tables on Practical Problems of. the Ministry. 

DR. RAFF ALOVICH 

An effort is being made by the Conference to bring to the United 
States to address the Convention, Dr. Raffalovich through whose 
efforts much of the fine work in South America is being carried on. 

SUBVENTIONS 

The special committee appointed at the last Convention to: work 
out a plan for Subventions has submitted the following plan which 
was approved by the Executive Board. 

That for this year the Subvention Fund shall consist of a sum 
equal to 5% of the balance in the general fund, namely $3500.00. 
That in the future in the letters sent out by the Committee on Re­
lief the statement shall be added that the money may be used for the 
relief of aged members and their families and for the relief of 
SCHOLARS AND THEIR WORK and that one-half of the amount 
raised shall be transferred to the Subvention Fund to be administered 
for that purpose. That Subventions shall be granted to the amount 
in the Subvention Fund in the fallowing order: 

1-To poor and needy colleagues. 
2-To educational and philanthropic organizations and causes. 
3-To assist worthy colleagues personally, and in the publication 

of their books. 
4-Subventions to learned societies. 
5-Subvention& to worthy Jewish or theological publications. 
It is with great pleasure1 that the Executive Board is able to in­

form the members that the Littauer Fund of $5000.00 is again avail­
able this year for subsidies or subventions. 
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GROUP INSURANCE 

The Executive Board has again authoriz d a crmmittee to be ap­
pointed to study the pcssibility of group insurance for the members 
of the Conference. 

The President was also authorized to appoint a committee to 
make a survey of the status of the rabbinate in Reform Jewish con­
gregations in the United States and to employ a1 statistician 'for this 
purpose, if necessary. The purpose of this study is to discover what 
unemployment exists in our rabbinate and what are the possibilities 
for the opening up of new pulpits, etc. 

JEWISH QUARTERLY 

A committee was appointed to consider the possibility of pub­
lishing a Jewish Quarterly under the auspices of the Conference. 

ADDRESS CARDS 

Some of the members have not returned to t11e Secretary the 
cards asking for their academic degrees. At the last Con\vention it 
was decided that NO DEGREES SHALL BE PRINTED IN THE 
YEARBOOK UNLESS THE DEGREE AND THE INSTITUTION 
CONFERRING IT IS SENT TO THE SECRETARY. The yearhook 
will appear shortly. The Secretary is anxious that aU degrees, be in­
cluded. If you hav,e not r ,eturned y\Jur card, do so promptly. 

WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

We have received word from Miss M,ontagu, Hon. Secretary of 
the World Union for Progressive Judaism that the second meeting 
of the World Union will be held next summer, about the middle of 
July in London. The Conference is entitled b) a certain number of 
delegates. Will you kindly let the President know if you are plan­
ning to attend, so that he might appoint you a delegate. These will 
be appointed in the order in which their names are brought to the 
attention of the President. 

THE AMERICAN ORT 

The Ort with the cooperaticn of the 8,)viet government is anx­
ious to aid the American Landsmanschaften to help the Jewish 
population in Russia back on their feet and asks your active: cooper­
ation. We are sure you will do anyth~ng in your power. 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR REVISION OF UNION PRAYER BOOK 

Enclosed herewith please find questionnaire -0n Revision cf the 
the Union Prayer Book. Plea~e fill this out immediately and re­
turn it to the Secretary so that the Committee can get to work to 
carry out the wishes of the members. 

-
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SOLOMON N. BAZELL 

H ENRY J. BERKOWIT:;: 

LOUIS BINSTOCK 

JOSEPH BLATT 

BARNET R. BR ICKNER 

EDWARD N. CALISCH 

H NRY COHEN 

HARRY W . ETTELSOh 
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SAMUEL THURMA N 

MARTIN Z IELONKA 

'nint Pot , .. finnC"sotn 

Dear Colleague: 

Your commit tee on Solicitation of Funds has been 
working earnestly and faithfully all year. Many 
colleagues have cooperated splendidly and have 
already made their appeals. There are a few, how­
ever, who have t hus far n eglected the wor~. For 
some r eason or ot her, you have failed t o answer 
my communication calling for your assistance in 
t his splendid undertaking . This is not the task 
of one or of a few memb ers of t he Conference. It is 
the duty of all t Won ' t you ple ase join with your 
colleagues in making t his y e ar ' s a ppeal the out­
standing one in the hist ory of h e Conf erenc e ? 

Our of f e r t o supply you with form-lett e r s , mailing 
and return envelopes, still holds good. If you 
prefer t o us e a let t e r of your own composition, 
we will have it print ed for you on Confe rence 
stationery, p r ov id d you send me the copy. 

Please do not lay t his aside. Answer now and 
le t me know how many l e t ters you c a n us e. 

With warmcs 

HSM:MS 
March 
Third 
1930 

gre e tings, I am 

Co rd i ally y our s , 

Chai rman 



Raobl George Zepln, 
erohan\1 Bldg., 

Cinclnnatl, Ohio. 

dear Rabbi Z91>1Ju-

prll 3d, 1930 

I ould appnola,e ••ry mu.ch lt 
ou will klnd.17 nae me t yw.r ea:rlle1, oomen1nae 

when the Central Conterenoe of rlcan labbi1 will 
hold lt I oonTention th11 7ear. 

1th kln.S.a, r•CUP am thanking 
you ln adT3DCe for an .arl.7 repi,. rmlt me to remain 
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TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT CONVENTION 

No. 3 

The Convention of the Conference will be held in Providence, Rhode 
Island, June 25th. You should be there. This is the fir t time in 
the history of the Conference that it will convene in New England. Dur­
ing the Convention there will be opportunity to visit the historic New­
port Synagog and Community. Make every effort to attend. 

□ □ 

THE CONVENTION 
The Providence, Rhode Island Community under the leader hip of 

Rabbi Gup is making careful arrangement for our comfort, though they 
are mindful of our wish not to be elaborately entertained. One day's ses­
sion will be held at Newport, Rhode Island. 

□ □ 

TENTATIVE PROGRAM AND HOTEL ARRANGEMENTS 
Enclosed herewith you will find the tentative program and hotel 

arrangements. Make your hotel reservations as early a pos ible either 
through Rabbi Gup or directly to the hotel. 

□ □ 

PACHAD YIZCHAK 
Enclosed with this Bulletin is a prospectu for a new edition of 

Lampronti's Pachad Yizchak by H. Kane! who is vouched for by Prof. 
Louis Ginsberg and Rabbi Dr. Chaim Heller. It will appear in six parts. 
The editor needs some 200 more subscriptions to thi work before he 
can proceed to publication. It is hoped that many of our members will 
be intere ted and end in their ub criptions. 



SOLICITATION COMMITTEE 
Rabbi Harry S. Margolis a chairman of the Solicitation Com­

mittee of the onference writes that he is not receiving the support 
that was to be expected from a large number of our colleagues. You 
urely must know that the number of our members who a ·e on our 

superannuated Ii t is growing, and that a number of European scholar. 
of note are being temporarily assisted by our fund . Only if ever 
member will as ist can the Solicitation Committee bring about th 
splendid financial results that followed the app als the last few year. . 

D D 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Chairmen of Conference committees ar urged to begin collating 
their reports at this time and getting the signatures of their comm:t­
tee. Without such signatures the Conference will con~ider the informa­
tion presented a personal statement and not a committee report. 

Your president has written to all the congregations ser cd hy our 
membership requ ting that the Rabbi's expense to the Conference at 
Pro idence be met by the congregation. Many affirmative response 
have come to this request. Has your president failed to receive this 
appeal of President Lefkowitz? If so, let him know and another will 
be sent. 

This is the first time in the history of the Conference that it i 
going to convene in New England. This is the first time that the Con­
ference will have the opportunity to visit the historic Newport syna­
gog and community. YOU SHOULD BE THERE! 

□ D 
LONDON CONFERENCE OF ,voRLD UNION 

There are till seven vacancies for delegates to the World Union 
meeting in London. The President would like to learn from any mem­
ber of the Conference who ha not already been appointed that he will 
be in Lond::m from July 19th to July 22nd and the Presid nt will be 
glad to appoint him as a delegate. 

□ D 
ERROR IN MINISTER'S HANDBOOK 

Rabbi Jacob H. Kaplan call. att ntion to the fact that there is 
a miRplaced line on Page 125 of Mini t r's Handbook. Pleas ross out 
the hne. 

□ D 
HOTEL HEADQUARTERS 

The headquarter of the Convention will be at Biltmore Hotel, 
Providence, Rhode Island. 

$5. 

RATES: Biltm re Hotel (all room with bath). 
Single Room, $4 up; Double room, $7.50 up. 

arraganQ t t Hotel (all room with bath). 
Single Room, 0 up; Double Ro.om (twin bed ) 6; (double B d) 

N WPORT,RHODEISLAND 
Thur day, June 26th will be pent at wport and th se ion 

fixed for that day will be held at the ewport Synagog. 
If you ha not alr ady done o, pl a e fill out your postcard noti­

fying the Providence committee wheth r or not you expect to attend. 



APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
The following have applied for member hip in the Conference. If 

you know of any reason why they should not be admitted, kindly notify 
the Secretary. You may rest a ured that your letter will b treat d 
confidentially: 

Name Training 

Morris Clarke Glasgow University 
(2 yrs.) 

Shavli Yeshiva 

Po i tions H Id 

Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Lawrence W. Schwartz J. I. R. '28 Adas Israel, Bo ton 
Hebrew University '29 

Graduates of H. U. C. and J. I. R. Class of 1930 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
There will be a meeting of the Executi,e Boa1d, June 24th. If 

there is any matter that you desire to bring to the attention of the 
Board, kindly send a letter to the secretary and he will be plea ed to 
present it. 

NOTICE TO COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
It is the rule of the Conference that all reports mu t be pre ented 

to the Executive Board before they can be read before the convention. 
Please have your report in the hr nds of the secretary before he l ave 
for the convention or send it to him in care of the hotel. Biltmore Hotel, 
Providence, R. I. This is important. 
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DAVID PH I LIPSON 
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1 
MINUTES 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATIOn 

Provid~nce, R. I. 
June 24, l930 . 

Pursuant to the call of the Chairman, a meeting of the 
Commission on Jewish Education was held at the Providence 
Biltmore Hotel, Providence, R. I. at 6:30 P.M., JWle 24, 1930. 

There were present Rabbis David Philipson, Chainnan; 
Samuel J. Abrams, Edward N. Calisch, H. G. Enelow, Leon Fram, 
Solomon A. Fineberg, James G. Heller~: Lee J. Levinger, Julian 
Morgenstern, Joseph Rauch, Louis Witt, George Zepin and Dr. 
Emanuel Gamoran. 

Letters were received from the following members of the 
Commission who were unable to attend,: · Rabbis Samuel Goldenson., 
Samuel Koch, Louis I. Tulann., Wm. RosenaVt/ Samuel Schulman~ Abram 
Simon. 

Repoi:ts 

The Secretary presented the f"ollo wing report, which was 
•,. received and ordered filed. 

. , l, Secretary's Report 

To the Commission on Jewish Education. 

Gent le men.: 

Providence, R. I., 
June 24, 1930 . 

The following brief survey of the business transacted 
at the last meeting of the Commission held in New York City 
on April 29th, 1930, will serve as an introduction to the mat­
ters claiming your attention today. 

l. In connection with the report of the Secretary whieh 
reviewed the worl{ :f'or the preceding year, the Commission ap­
proved the suggestion to publish a third volume of Jewish Folk­
lore stories by Joseph Gaer. 
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2. The Commission resolved to request the Board of Mana~ 
gars to turn over to the Commission full jurisdiction with re­
ference to supervising the work of the Fellows in Pedagogy. 
A letter from the Board of Managers on this subject will be 
presented., 

' 

3, The Chairman of the Commission was authorized to ap­
point a Committee on Fellowships, should the action of the 
Board of Managers ·:,arrant such action. 

The annual report of the Committee on Elementary Education 
was presented, the same containing several recommendations which 
were acted upon as follov,s .: 

4. The Commission approved the preparation of a Peace 
Book for Nome Reading for Young Children. 

5. The Commission approved the publication of a Teacher,•s 
Monograph on Teaching Peace in Jewish Religious Schools to be 
prepared under the supervision of the Teacher Training Committee. 

6. The Commission approved the production of a book on 
Jewish Customs and Ceremonies for the intermediate grades, deal­
ing with the subject in a descriptive manner. 

7. The report of the Committee on Bible Commentaries re­
~ommending that a series of Bible Commentaries be published and 
containing a statement of the purpose of such commentaries was 
approved and the Committee was authorized to proceed. 

8. The report of Dr. E. Gamoran, Educational Director, 
was considered, the same recommending the establishment of a 
graduate school for Jewish educators. 

9. The Commission resolved to suggest to the Hebrew UDion 
College the establishment of an undergraduate department de­
voted to the Theory and Practice of Jewish Education. 

This suggestion was transmitted to the Board of Governors 
by the Chairman of our Comn1issio:1. 

Further consideration of the Report was postponed. 

10. The Chairman was requested to answer certain corres­
pondence of Mr. Milton Fairchild, dealing with the teaching of 
morality in the public schools. 
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11. The report of the Committee on Youth Work was adopted, 
carrying with it the presentation of a request to the Board of 
Managers for an appropriation for a special worker for this de­
partment. 

·The answer of the Board of Managers is here for presenta­
tion. 

12. Dr. A.H. Silver recommended the early publication of 
volumes on "A Course on Moral Problems", "A Course on Biblical 
Literature", "A Course on Post-Biblical Literature". Aotion on 
these suggestions was postponed until present meeting. 

13. Two reports were ready for presentation at the last 
meeting, but owing to lack of time for their consideration, were 
postponed until this meeting. They are "The Report of the Com­
mittee on Adult and University Education" by Dr. H. G. Enelow, 
Chain11an, and the Report on Research, by Dr. J. Maller. 

14. Owing to receipt of many requests for "Cradle Roll"~ 
material by the Department of Synagogue and School Extension, I 
have requested Rabbi ·L. I. Egelson to prepare a report on ac­
tion taken by our Commission on the subject,and also with re­
ference to the cost of preparing certain material for this pur­
pose. This is ready for presentation. 

15. Your secretary has ready for presentation a detailed 
report dealing with the status of our present holders of Fellow-

., ' ships at Teachers College, Columbia University, and various le~­
ters from applicants, together with other details and recommen­
~ations. This material should properly be presented to a sub­
oommi ttee, and after the facts have been digested for later 
presentation to the Commission. In view of the fact that the 
awarding of fellowships must be made immediately, I would sug­
gest that the Committee to be appointed be given authority for 
this occasion to award fellowships without referring the matters 
involved back to the Commission, but that the Conunittee report 
their action to the Commission at its next meeting. 

16. Your secretary desires to present to the Commission a 
plan for conducting a special activity, - namely, the gathering 
of materials o~ historic and descriptive character in each com­
munity in the United States where we are represented, covering 
the complete field of Jewish institutional life, the same to 
constitute a yeat's study by various local groups. Correspon­
dence and further description of this enterprise are ready for 
presentation. 
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17. An exhibit of our publications and of recent books 
related to Education has been prepared for the meeting of the 
C.antral . Conference of Amerioan Rabbis. A catalogue of this 
exhibit is attached for the ini'ormation of the members of the 
Commission, together with typed list of all of our publications. 

is, In aooordance with the usual custom, the Chairman of 
the Commtssion has prepared an annual report for the Central . 
Conferen·oe of American Rabbis dealing with the work of the Com­
mtssion ·for the past twelve months. A copy of this report is 
attached for the inf'.ormation of members of the Commission . 

19. The attention of the members of the Commission is 
directed to the fact that at this meeting of the Central Confer­
ence of American Rabbis a paper is to be presented on the 
"Purpose and Possibilities of ~ynagog'lie and School Extension", 
which is t ·o be follo wed by discussion. The paper will deal 
to a large extent with the work of this Cormnission. 

This summary is followed by a schedule, listing the items 
that require further attention. 

Respectfully submitted~' 

• George Zepin~! 

Seeretary 

Fellowships in Pedagogy 

A letter from the Board of Managers of Synagogue and School 
Extension vva.s presented v1elcoming the offer of the Commission 
to assume greater responsibility . for the work of the Fellows 
in Pedagogy. 

It was resolved that the thanks of the Commission be ex­
.tended to the Board of Managers and that the suggestion of the . 
Board of Managers be accepted with reference to assuming respon­
sibility for the work of the Fellows in Pedagogy. 

It was further resolved that a Committee of Four consi~ting 
of the present Committee on Fellows and Dr. Enelow b,e. appoint~d 
_to study all problems involved in this subject with full power 
to act on the appointment of the Fellows, eto. This Committee 
is to aot in conjunction with Dr. Gamoran • 
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It w~s resolved that each Fellow be assigned to some member 
of the Commission living in New York City who is to act as an 
advisor .to him. 

With reference to the suggestion made at the last meeting of 
the Comrnis§>ion regarding the creation of an Undergraduate Depart­
ment 1n Jewish Education at the Hebrew Union College, Dr. Philipson 
reported th&t he made the suggestion to the Board of Governors of 
the Hebrew Union College and that it was received with favor, 

Report on Adult and University Education 

The report of the Committe .s on Adult and University Educa­
tion was presented by Dr. Enelow and was approved by the Commission. 
This appears as Appendix A of these minutes. 

It was resolved that the Committee be requested to prepare 
plans for bringing the subject of Adult Education more forcibly 
to the attention of congregations. The Chairman of the Committee, 
Dr. Enelow, offered to have such a report ready and the Secretary 
was ordered to make this a special order of business for the next 
meeting. 

Report of Committee on Teacher Training 
I 

Dr. Gamoran, at the request of Dr. Abram Simon, Chairman of 
Committee on Teacher Training reported verbably ooncerning the 
progress made by this Committee in the publication of Syllabi and 
ii1 arranging Teachers.• Conventions in which various members of our 
Commission as well as members of our staff participated. 

Dr. Gamoran requested the advice of ·the members of t~e . 
Commission regarding one of the problems of this Commi ttee,namely , ' 
the teaching of Hebrew in the . /Courses. 

:Normal 
It was resolved that this be referred baek to the Committee 

on Teacher Training for its recommendation. 

Suggestions for Books by Dr. Silver 

Dr. Gamoran reported tl:at he had had an interview with Dr. 
S£lver with reference to the suggestions made at the last meeting. 

It was resolved that all the suggestions be referred to the 
Committee on Youth Education and the Committee on Youth Education 
,ras requested to consult with Dr. Silver concerning same • 
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Report of Director ot Educ~tional Research 

The report of the Director of Educational Research,- Dr. Julius 
B. Maller was accepted and ordered spread upon the minutes. The 
same appears as Appendix B of these minutes. 

Gradle Roll Material 

The Secretary presented a report prepared by Rabbi Egels on 
with reference to action taken at various meetings regarding the 
preparation of material for a Gradle Roll Department and also 
apprised the Commission that numerous requests had been received 
for ·material of this kind. This report which appears as appen­
dix C of these minutes was received and ordered filed. 

It was resolved that .the officers of the Commission be em­
powered to prepare any literaturs needed for this department. 

Commu..YJ.i ty Surveys 

The Secretary brought to the attention of the Commission cor­
respondence dealing with a project for making community surveys 
in various parts of the country, the same to serve as educational 
enterprises for Sisterhoods and Brotherhoods. It was resolved 
that the matter be referred to the Committee on Research whenever 
this Committee is appointed. Dr. Philipson presented the re port 
of the Commission which was pre pared for presentation to t ne meet­
ing of the Central Conferen ce of American Rabbis. The re port wa s 
approved and appears as Appendix D of these Llinutes. 

Rabbi Leon Fram moved the appointment of a Committee on Pre­
School Education as part of the scheme of organization of our 
Commission . The follo wi ng substitute offered by Dr. Enelow was 
adopted. 

Resolved that a Special Committee be appointed 
to study the problems involved in pre-school 
education and the necessity for organizing a 
Special Committee to deal with same, this re­
port to be pre sented at the next meeting of the 
Commission . 

The Chairman appointed the follo wing Committee for thi s pu r­
pose: Rabbis Leon Fram, H. G. Enelow and Joseph Rauch. 

ADJOURNED 

David Philipson, 
Chairman 

Note 

George Ze pin, 
Secretary 

To these Minutes is appended the Minutes of the Sub-Committee 
on Fellowships for the information of the members of the Commis­
sion. This appears as Appendix E. 

G.Z. 
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Appendix A 

Report of the Committee on Adult and University Education 

April 29, 1930. 

To the Commission on Jewish Education: 

Gentlemen: 

Your Committee o:r.. AduJt and University Education begs to 
submit the following report: 

(1) At the las~ meeting of the Commission it was decided 
that this sub-committee prepare, first of all, a paper on Adult 
Education in Judaism, for the purpose of stimulating interest 
in this phase of religious education. The sub-co[unittee at t 10 
meeting held after the meeting of the Commission, requested tl e 
chairman of this sub-committee to prepare such a paper . This 
was done and the paper was published and distributed by the Com­
mission on Religious Education. 

(2) For the purpose of co-<>rdinating and advancing the 
Jewish work at universities , this sub-cornmittee recommended that 
a conference be called of all natio al organ izations interested 
in Jewish universitv v,ork , This recommendation as accepted b 
t·1e Commission, and the Chaima:1 of the Commission, Dr. 
David Philipson, issued a call for such a conference, to be 
held at Harvarc. Uni versi t"T • The conference took place at 
Cambridge, Lias s ., on April 28, 19 25. Various na t ictnal o rga:1 .. 
izations sent representatives. 

At this conference the chairman of this sub-committee 
presided, and tl e follo .'ing prograr.1 V1as presented and adopted 
by the confere1-J.ce : 

(a) As far as the teachin...', of Judaism is concerned, 
the Jev,ish community of America should make an effort 
to have academic chairs for the teac1ing of Judaism 
established at the universities of the country . 

(b) As far as rork in behalf of Jevish students is 
concerned , an effort should be made to co-<>rdinate all 
the various organizations interested in the subject, 
in order that duplication might be avoided and proper 
collaboration be brought about. 
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(3) Another conference was held at Temple Emanu-El, 
New York, with representatives from various organizations. 
Unfortunately, one of the important organizations interested 
in work among Jewish students at universities was unwilling 
to commit itself outright to a program of collaboration; It 
was widerstood that the representatives of that organization 
would submit the question to its executive board. No further 
action was reported and no other meetings of the conferen9e 
have been held. At that conference a committee was appointed 
to study the situation at Cornell University, with a view to 
inaugurating some activity in behalf of Jewish students. 

It is gratifying to record that since the Harvard 
Conference, chairs in Jewish History and Literature and . 
Institutions have been established at American Universities­
one at Harvard Universityby Mr. Lucius N. Littauer and one 
at Columbia University by Mrs. Nathan J. Niller .. 

(4) Under the auspices of this committee, a syllabus 
on Factors in Modern Jewish History, by Dr. Sachar, was issued. 
It is also proposed to issue a series of source books .of Jewish 
history~ and specimen chapters are now being prepared on the 
first of the series, namely, Sources of Medieval Jewish History. 

The sub-committee begs to urge again upon the Commission 
the importance of the subject of adult education in Judaism. 
No matter how much progress we may make with our children and 
yotmg people, no substantial improvement can be expected un­
less the religious education of our adults is developed. To 
this end, the sub-committee hopes that the -Commission will find 
it possible to advance the development of adult education and 
ta: take steps to\"rard the production of religious literature for 
adults. The sub-committee feels that there is a considerable 
number of rabbis among us who might be willing to contribute 
to such literature, if invited by the Commission to do so. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DAVID MARX 
LEON FRAM 
H. G. ENELOW ,' Chairman • 
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Appendix B 

Report of the Director of Educational Research 

April 1, 1930. 

T~o educational research of the present year consisted 
largely of three major projects: 

1. An investigation into the knowledge of Jewish history 
acquired by Sunday School pupils; as revealed on ob­
jective examinations, 

2. The status of classroom instruction in the Sunday 
School, as revealed by stenographic reports of lessons. 

3. Character Education in the Jewish School. 
l 

The first investigation attempted to answer such perti-
nent questions as: 

How much of Jewish history do our pupils actuallJ learn 
in school? Does that lmowledge increase ·ith age, with grade 
status, with intelligence, with regularity of attendance, with 
home backgro'UYld, etc.? To what degree do these factors contri­
bute toward knowledge of Jewish history and how can the Jewish 
school make use of these correlations? Does the Jewish school 
lay more emphasis on actual knowledge than on the ability to 
interpret Jewish history and comprehend its continuity? Is 
there any repetition of subject matter from grade to grade? 
What misconceptions and errors in Jewish history are prevalent 
among our pupils? 

In order to answer some or all of these pertinent ques­
tions it was necessary to examine a large number of pupils in 
various schools with a set of uniform tests. A series of eight 
objective tests were therefore prepared and standardized by 
Rabbi Jacob Pollak and the present writer. These tests are the 
f'irst standardized tests in the field of Jewish education •. The 
tests themselves, however, constituted only one phase of our 
investigation. They were merely the tools of research by means 
of' which we gathered objective dc\,ta on the status of the study 
of Jewish history in our religious schools. The more important 
and the more laborious phase of the work was the treatment of 
the results which the tests yielded. The tests were given under 
controlled conditions to some 3,000 pupils of grade IV and up­
ward in twelve religious schools of New York, Cleveland and 
Cincinnati • 
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The findings revealed by this testing program are presentea 
in a book called Testin the Knowled e of Jev,ish Histor , which 
is hererri th submitted for your approva . he monograph presents 
temporary noms of achievement in Jewish history. These will 
enable ar-y teacher, principal, or rabbi to use the tests and to 
compare the results with the norms for each grade and age. 

The book includes also a detailed study of children's 
errors an d misoonceptions, and a series of Scales of Diffioulty 
in Jewish history similar to Van Wagenen 1s scales in American 
history. The scales present the relative difficulty of each of 
500 questions covering the nhole range of Jewish history . 

There is also a chapter on differences between boys and 
girls in knor1ledgo in Jevvish history, and another chapter pre­
sents a comparison betvveen Sunday School pupils and those of a 
typical Hebrew day school in regard to knowledge of Jewish 
history . 

A similar series of Jewish background tests are now in 
the process of preparation, The tests are based largely on Dr. 
Rosenau•s book on Jewish customs and ceremonies. They cover 
practically the whole range of Jewish practices of the home and 
synagogue. These tests are intended for the upper grades of the 
religious school and for teachers in training. They will also 
be used by a graduate student in a dissertation on The JeV1ish 
Background of Jewish College Students. 

The second research project begu.Yl this year is a study 
of classroom instructioa i n the Sunday School based on steno­
graphic reports of lessons. Twelve classrooms, from the kinder­
garte:1 through the third year high school, are observed every 
session of the present school year. The observers are steno­
graphers i:1ho are also students in a teacher training school. A 
oopy of each transoribed lesson is sent to the observed teacher 
who is to currect errors and explain obsourities. The re port 
includes everything the teacher and pupils said and did as well 
as a description of the class, and the observer. 1 s remarks. The 
lesson is then edited and its weak and strong points analyzed 
in the light of pedagogic principles. We shall have at the end 
of the present school year some 300 stenographic lesson reports 
and some 90 reports of assemblies. 

This material will be used for three purposes: 

A. The reports will present a complete picture of the status 
of classroom instruction in the Sunday School, revealing 
what is actually being taught. All the classes that are 
observed will be tested at the end of the year with our 
standard tests. It will be possible to determine the eff~ct 
of certain methods of instruction, teacher-pupil relation­
ship~· eto., upon aohievements and knowledge. It will also 



'\ . 

,, 

L . - 11 -

. 
enable us to trace and to remedy numerous shortcomings of in-
struction in our religious schools. 

B. The best of these lessons,· and some of them are spl~ndid~ 
will be edited and published as a volume of Model Lessons 
for the Jewish Religious School. These will be of value to 
those who are in training for Sunday School instruction, as 
well as to teachers with little teaching experience• to teach~ 
ers in small communities, etc, 

C, The reports will be used as source material for more detailed 
studies in Jewish ed-J.cation~· such as 

1. A study of ohildren 1s vocabulary in a religious school. 

2. A study of the growth of children's religinus ideas as 
revealed in classroom discussion (partioularly in high 
school•) 

3. A study of the overlaping of subject matter from grade 
to grade in the Sunday School. 

The reports contain sufficient material for a number of doctoral 
dissertations4 We have the requests of two graduate students of 
Teachars College who wish to use the reports for their theses. 

Your Director of Educational Research has continued his 
work toward the preparation of a curriculum of character educa­
tion of our religious schools. A paper on "Conf'irmation Manuais 
and Their Value for Character Education" wa~ read at the Teach­
ers Convention at Canton, Ohio: a paper on Character Education 
in the Jewish School 0 was read before the New England convention 
a:t Hart:ror<1; . and another paper on "Jewish Religious Education 
•nd its Effects upon Charaoter Growth" was read at the regional 
, oonference of the Religious Education Association at Baltimore. 

Our book on "Cooperation and 0ompetitionff was publishe~ 
by Columbia University in the beginning of the present scholas­
tic year. It is a study of group loyalty among children inthe 
upper grades of the elementary school. 

Your director also oollaborated with Professors Bugh 
Hartshorne and Mark May of Yale University on a volume called 
"Studies in Service and Self-oontrol," published recently by 
Macmillan . The book is the second volume of the Character 
Education Inquiry. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JULIUS B. MALLER, 
Director Educational Research 
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A2r:endix C 

A REPORT ON CRADLE ROLL 

by 

Rabbi Louis I. Egelson 

June 5, 1930. 
! ! 

~ --
1, At the meeting of the Board of Editors on Religious School 

Literature,· held December 9, 1919, a letter Tias presented 
from Rabbi Sari1uel Koch, urging that the :Board of Editors 
publish a Cradle Roll Certificate and a descriptive pamphlet 
telling of the plans of the Cradle Roll Department in the 
Religious School. 

2. At the meeting of the Commission on Jewish Religious Educa­
tional Literature, held February 23, 1921, the Committee 
on Cradle Roll Department, consistine; of Rabbis David Ma1=4x, 
Abram S irnon and Harry Levi, reported verbally on the sub-
ject. The Committee was requested to submit its report i n 
writing. 

3. At the meeting of the Commission on Jewish Educational 
Literature, held January 18 , 1922, the Chairman of the Com­
mittee on Cradle Roll, Dr. David Tuiarx, presented the fol­
lowing report, which was ordered spread upon the minutes: 

"Gentlemen: 

In regard to the Cradle Roll, I do not think that 
the need is sufficie·:tly great to ~.rarrant the ex­
pense . necessary to publish literature, etc. Would 
suggest the blessing of infants by the rabbi in 
the Temple at such tine as is convenient for the 
parents to bring the child. A suitable card in 
honor ot the occasion might be appropriate." 

That is the status of the action of the Commission with referenc i:. 
to the Cradle Roll Department. 

We have a letter from Mrs. Steinfeld, President of the N. F. T. ;-_ 
suggesting that we utilize some form of Cradle Roll cards in our 
Jewish Religious Schools. 
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Cradle Roll Material 

If the Commission should so decide, we could get up some 
Cradle Roll Material consisting of the following items-: 

1. An enrollment card congratulating the parents, and asking 
that the child 1s name be placed on the Cradle Roll. 

2a. Notification card. When the name of the baby has been 
entered on the Cradle Roll of the school, this card is 
sent to the mother. 

or 2b. Cradle Roll Greetings. A booklet containing certifica~e 
of enrollment and various poetical or scriptural quota­
tions. 

3. A party invitation card for Cradle Roll parties. 

4. Cradle Roll invitation cards for special exercises that 
may mark the day. 

5. Cradle Roll card vri th spaces for a number qf names of 
ohildren in the Cradle Roll Department. 

6. A Cradle Roll bank to be kept in the home where parents 
and relatives might fill it with contributions, charity 
and othe nvi se in the name of the baby. 

7. A series of birthday post cards for members of the Cradle 
Roll marking their birthdays from 1 to 5 or 6. 

The initial cost of producing about 1000 sets of the 
material mentioned above would be about $500. If more than 
1000 sets are ordered printed the cost per set would be greatly 
reduced. 
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Appendix D 

MINUTES OF COML1ITTEE ON FELLO~IVS HIPS 

of the 

COTl:IMISS ION ON JEWISH EDUCATIOl 

A meeting of the Committee on Fe]]owships vras held at the 
Hotel Providence Biltmore, Providence, R. I., on Wednesday, June 
25th. 

Rabbis David Philipson, Julian Morgenstern, H. G. Enelow 
and George 2Aepin 7 were present, and Dr. Emanuel Gamoran. 

General Problems 

At the suggestion of' Dr. Enelow, the Committee discussed 
a number of general problems dealing with the policies to be 
pursued in the award of fellowships. The discussion resulted 
in the following action. 

It was resolved that whenever possible, graduates of the 
Hebrew Union College should be given preferen ce i n the award of 
fello wships. 

On motion of Dr. Enelow, duly seconded and carried,-

It was resolved that a method be devised for publicly 
announcing that the Union had such fellowships available, this 
announcement to be made to the proper University officials, and 
to the Je vish students attending the various universities of 
this country. 

On motion of Dr. Morgenstern, duly seconded and carried,'-­

It was resolved that printed application blanks be pre­
pared setting forth the facts about the fellowships, and request­
ing the follo wing information;: 

A. Age, residence and academic degrees. 

B. A complete transcript of the record of 
each appli~ant from all schools that ha 
attended. 

c. The religious and other Jewish affiliations 
of each applicant. 
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D, A statement as to aim and purpose in applying 

for this fellowship. 

E. Educational experience. 

F. The application should contain a statement of 
the pledge implied in the acceptance of this 
fellowship, namely, the obligation to render 
two years service to the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations upon graduation, if a position is 
available with the Union of American Hebrew Con­
gregations, or to the Hebrew Union College, or ~1 
any of its departments. 

G. Also, that during the period af the fellowship, 
the applicant should not undertake any gainful 
occupation without the permission of the officers 
of the Commission. Also, that such remur1erative 
work or voluntary service along the lines of 
educational work as is required by the officers 
of the Commission, be undertaken by the applicant~ 

H. Each applicant shall be required to undergo a 
physical examination at the expense of the Com­
mission~ 

It was further resolved that the task of preparing the 
questionnaire be delegat~d to Dr, Gamoran, \7ho is to prepare same, 
and submit copies to all members of the Committee on Fellowships 
before the same is printed by the officers. 

Renewal of Fellonships 

Dr. Gamoran reported with reference to the status of Mr. 
Morris Arzt. 

It was resolved that Mr. Arzt.•s fellowship should be re­
newed on condition that he undertake to present himself for re­
examination (at Teachers College) in February, and that the fel­
lowship be continued thereafter only if he passes the examinat io~1. 

Dr. Gamoran presented the status of Dr. Harry Comins. 

It was resolved that Dr. Comina' fellowship be renewed for 
one year, provided that Dr. Comins arrange to complete a course 
of studies by the end of one year, the studies to be prescribed 
by Dr. Gamoran. 
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Also, that Dr. Garnora:r ... advise the members of this Commit-­
tee? as soon as possible, of the studies to be pursued by Dr. 
Cor.nns, and of the department of the Unio·1 that Dr. Comins will 
be 1eady to e~ter upon the completion of the year of rork . 

Dr. Gamoran reported vith reference to the status of 1~. 
Joseph Zubin. 

In vie .., of the. fact that 1[r . Zubin 1 s doctorate thesis wil1.. 
be ready in the earlJ fall, and in view of the fact that the 
present fellov,ship will continue tu til September, it ,as re solvc c~ 
that for the present, no action be taken with reference to the 
renewal of this fellowship. 

Should 'it appear, in the Fall, that 1~. Zubin requires 
more time for the completion of his thesis, -

It was resolved that the Committee be empowered to take 
\7hatever steps necessary at that time. 

It was further resolved that the Committee determine before 
the conclusion of Hr, Zubin's thesis in the Fall, the character 
of the service that Ivir . Zubin is to render in this department . 

Applicants for Fello vships 

•, It was resolved that not more than four fellowships should 
be awarded. 

'• Applications were received from the follo Ning for fello w-

,. 

ships in pedagogy. 

1. Ur . E .. A. Nudelmai.1 , c/o Board of Jewish Education, 1800 Selde i.: 
St., Chicago, Ill . 

2. ]ir . Israel L. Eisenberg, 1625 Ooean Ave., c/o East !didv,ood 
Jewish Center, :Orooklyn , den York . 

3. Mr . Joseph Elkin, c/o Emanuel Hebrevv" School, 809 Westchester 
Ave • , :3ronx , P . Y. 

4. Rabbi Michael Alper, 547 W. 147th Street, .·ew York, N. Y. 

5. Hiss Dorothy Zeligs, 670 Rockdale Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

6. Mr . Joseph W, Fish, 860 Windham Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

7. Mr. Samuel H. Rosenberg, 202 Ross Street, BrooklyD, New Yor1<:. 
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8. :Mr. Herman Ashrey, o/o Miss Judith Israelite, Rm. 1190, 
11 W. 42nd St., New York City. 

9. Rabbi Harry J. Brevis, 40 w. 68th St., New York, · N. Y ~ 

Since the above applications were received, two appli~ 
cants have withdravm. 

The application of Rabbi Harry J. Brevis, 40 West 68th 
Street, New York, N. Y., was given special consideration. Rabbi 
Brevis:' letter indicated that he is blind. Inasmuch as these 
fellowships have been established for the purpose of training a 
group of men to assume positions of leadership in our oi.,•111 organ­
ization, it was the opinion of the Committee that Rabbi Brevis,' 
physical handicap would prove to be an insurmountable obstacl~ 
for such leadership. The application was carefully and sympa~ 
thetically considered, but his request was not granted. 

The officers were instructed to inform Rabbi Brevis of 
the decision of the Committee and also to write to Judge Irving 
Lehman and Mr. Arthur Hays Sulzberger, from whom letters have 
been received with ref0rence to Rabbi Brevis ,' indicating that , 
rabbi Brevis was already prepared in view of his present train­
ing to pursue such educational activitie s a s he would be called 
upon to perform and that it was not necessary to obtain a doc­
torate degree in pedagogy to be qualified to teach Jewish sub­
jects. 

Correspondence with reference to all of the applicants 
was considered, and it was finally resolved that Dr. Enelow, 
as \!vell as Dr. Gamoran, interview Mr. Joseph Elkin, Mr, Samual 
H. Rosenberg, and Ur, Herman Ashrey, for the purpose of securing 
all necessary information and that this information, together . 
with the recommendation of Dr. Enelow and Dr. Gamoran, be for­
warded to all members of this Committee for their information, · 
and to the Chairman of this Committee for final decision. 

~ssistance in Preparation of Theses 

A letter was presented from Dr. Julius Maller recommend­
ing that assistance be rendered to the following persons who 
were pursuing special research studies at Teachers College. 

A. Mr. Herman Jacobs, director of a community center 
in Brookly~, a graduate student at Teachers College, who is 
oonducting a study on "The Influence of Attendance at a Jewish 
Sohool upon Honesty," 
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B. Miss Judi t:1 Israelite, -,ho is one of our part-time 

employees in the 1:ew York office, and who is preparing a 

I.Ta.ster, 1 s thesis at Columbia, on the problem of 1tThe Jewish 

Background of Jewish College Students." 

C. Ur. A. Klein, teacher in one of Rabbi Pollak 1 s 

Hebrew Schools, who is preparing a Maste~ 1 s thesis on "The 

Je 1ish College Student.' s Knowledge of Jewish Histor • " 

The Co~1ittee expressed itself i~ favor of granting 

t'.e necessary assistance, and referred the matter to Rabbi 

Zepin and Dr. Ganoran for execution. 

ADJOURl·JED DAVID P :IL IPSO , Cha irr.1a:1 

GEORGE ZEPIN~ Secretar~ 



TE~ TATIVE PROGRi\M 

Forty-First 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 

of the 

CE TRAL CONFERENCE 
nf 

AMERICAN RABBI 

PR Vl E C , RHODE I LA 'D 

:V f-D 

MO . D Y, JU E THIRTIE H 

I E N Hl DR D A D HI TY 



Op ning Prayer 

PROGRAM 

Tuesday, June 24th, 10 :00 A. M. 
MEETING OF EXECUTIVE BOARD 

\Vednesday, June 25th, 9 :30 A. M. 

Add rc.• of Welcome .............................................................. Mouis Newfield 
Response ................................................................................................................... . 
Roll Call 
REPORT : 

President .......................................................................... David Lefkowitz 
Recording Secretary ................................................ Isaac E. Marcuson 

orresponding Secretary .............................................. James G. Heller 
Treasurer .............................................................................. Felix A. Levy 
Solicitation Committee ................................................ Harry S. Margoli 
lnYcstm nt ommittee ...................................................... F elix A. Levy 
Finance ....................................................... ..... ...... .......... :Morris Newfield 
Publications ................................................................. Isaac E. Marcuson 
Tracts ............................................................................... Leo M. Franklin 

hurch and State ... ............. ............................... ......... Edward N. Calisch 
ooperation with International and 

National Organizations ............. ........................... .. David Lefkowitz 
ynagog Council of America 

International Peace ...... ......................................... .... ....... Max C. Currick 
urators of Archives ... .......... .......... . ............... ......... .. Henry Englander 

Cooperation with Jewish Publication 
Society ................. .................... .. ......................... Wm. H. Fineshriber 

Wednesday Afternoon, 2 :30 P. M. 
REPORTS: 

Arbitration ............................................. ................. ... ............... David Marx 
ocial Ju tice .. .... ....................... ..................................... Edward L. Israel 

Liturgical Literature .................. ............. ....................... David Philipson 
ontemporaneous History ................................................ Felix A. Levy 

Wednesday Evening, 8 :00 P. M. 

Opening Prayer 
Evening rvice f 1 om the Union Pray r Book 
President's Message .. ........ , ..................................................... David Lefkowitz 

::\f emorial Re olutions 
JULIUS FRANK ........................ ....... .... ................... ............... Sidney Regner 

AMUEL s. KAPLAN ............................................ ........... ......... Joseph Baron 

fAYER MESSING ··•••··••••••••·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Morris M. F euer1icht 

DAVID GOODI S ·•·•·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• •••••• amuel H. Baron 
JACOB NIETO .................................................................. Louis I. Newman 

Kaddi h and Ben diction 



Thursday, June 26th, 9 :30 A. 1\1 . 

pening Prayer 

REPORTS: 
ynagog Music .......................................... ......... ................... Loui Wol y 

Relief .............................................. ............. ........... ................. Joseph tolz 
Source Book of Reform ....................... .......... ..... .............. Joseph Rauth 
Falashas ..... .... ................... ....................... ........................... Isaac Landm n 

Thur dar Afternoon Free for Committe{? Meetings 

Thursday Evening, 8 :00 P. M. 
Y fPOSIUM ON THE UNIO PR. YERBOOK: 

1. The Union Prayerbook in th Evolut ion of the Liturgy- ol B. 
Freehof 

2. The Function of a Public Pray rbook- I. rael Bettan 
3. Th ~ Religious Ideas of a Union Pray~rbo k- amuel S. ohon 
4. The Devoti nal Value of th Union Prny Tbo k- Jonah B. \Vi8 

Fr:day Morning, June 27th, 9 :30 A. M. 

RELIGIOU EDU ATIO DAY 

Opening Prayer 

REPORT: 
Committee on Religion Education ............................. Loui~ L. Mann 

DISCUSSION: 
Methods of Teaching the Idea of God to hildren- Louis Wol e. 

and Barnet R. Brickn r 

Friday Afternoon, 2 :30 P. M. 
Commission on Religiou Education .... Da,·id Philipson 

Discu sion of Papers on Union Prayerbook. 

Friday Evening, 8 :00 P. M. 

Evening- ervic:e from t he Union Prayer Book 
onference Lecture ............................................................... olomon Fo. ter 

Adoration and Kaddi h 
Benediction .............................................................................. David L fkowitz 

Saturday Morning, June 28th, 10 :00 A. M. 
'!\-forning ervice from th Union Pray r Book 
Reading from th Torah 

onference Sermon .............................................................. Emil W. L ipziger 
B n diction .............. ............................................................ .. 1orri , •fiel , 



Saturday Afternoon 

R ·u T .. BLF: (To be carried on s imultaneously) 

PR TI L PROBLEM. OF THE 1\1INISTRY: 

1. A Bureau of ynagog Re. earch-Sidncy Gold tein, Chairman 

2. The Rabbi and the General Community-Joseph Rauch 
hairman. 

:L 1\1 ' thod. of Teaching th Idea of .rod to Children-Loui: L. 
fann, Chairman. 

4 :30 to 5 P .. M. 

ynop • is of Di ·cu. ~on of Round 'fable by hairm n. 

Saturday Evening 

Me ting of he Hebrew Union oEege Alumni As. ociation. 

Sunday Morning, June 29th, 10 :00 A. M. 

0 p ning Prayer 

Rh ORT : 

Re pon a ......... ..................... .................................... . Jacob Z. Lauterbach 
ommitte on Resolutions 
ommittee on Pre ident's Messag-

Sunday Afternoon Free. 

Sunday Evening, June 29th, 8 :00 

I DRE,., 

"Th ondition of J wry and Judaism in outh America ,.-Dr. I. 
Raffalovi h of the J wish oloni:r.ation Asso iation at Rio 
Jan ir , Brazil. 

P..EPORTS: 

Thank 
omination 

Election of Officer: 
B n diction 

Monday Morning, June 30th, 9 :30 A. M. 

I etin ,. of th Exe<:uti ve Boar 



Dear Colleague: 

So much has been said in the public press about the 
revision of the Union Prayer Book that our agents re­
port a hesitancy on the part of the people and congre­
gations to buy books. Will you not kindly call your 
congregation's attention to the fact that a period of 
at least from five to ten years will elapse before the 
new book will be ready for the market, if agreed upon. 
Let us hope that the books are used enough that they 
will be worn out before the new edition appears. 

Cordially yours, 

Chairman. 

Publications Committee. 



RAJmI A.H. SIIJRI 

I ha.ve given considerable tho ht to the ■ubJect of 

the Pre.Yer Book and it baa occurred to me that we ought not aa m tter 

of paychology to De revi•- our er Book ao frequently, e'Yen if certain 

obJectlona to certain part• of the r~er :Book a.re d1aco'Yered. One of the 

eat valu.ea of a ritual ia 1ta unbroken continuity, t fact that in ti. 

courae of time it gather• around itaelf a boat of e orl•• and a.aaociationa 

which are stimulating and which aurround the wor•hiper with an emotional 

atmoaphere congenial to aoul expreaalon. 
s 

Ita very age contrlbutet- to ita 

effectlveneaa, otherwiae •~ w: :ve a ritual at all? There are enomin tiona 

which have no r1tuala and which rely upon exte oraneous and improviaed 
' 

that. e ha.ft al•81'• believed 1n a ritual. t we should co~cern ouraelTea 

wlth is not the writing of new Pr er Boob but the intensification, or the 

culti:v tion of the spirit of prayer OM our people - the de1ire tor pr91er, 

the lo-Ye of pra_yer. ter 11 is aa.id nd done , the value of a prayer liea 

not ao much in hat the preyer •a¥• bu.t 1n what the heart •~• through the 

medium of the pr~er. I have vivid recollections of my mother t~.'""" up 

the old salms and reading them in Hebrew, weeping copioua tears over them 

and receiving from than real ou.1-food and exaltation, althoue;h ahe underatood 

very little of what the aalma actually said or they were in Hebrew. I have 

aeen people 1n churches where the whole aervice waa ln Latin and where they 

did not understand the mean of t e pr era at all, and yet they received 

more uplift and spiritual h al out of that aenlce than m&n1 of us who 

read our cold,. intellectual, perfectly proper and rationally correct prayer• 

in our r91er :Book. It 1• not the Pr er Book which ttracta people to 

worahip. It is thepeople who ant to• rahlp, who ha.Te a deaire to prq, 

who come to aerrtc••• You are not olng to aaTe Reform Judaism or 8D7 other 

type of Judalam by Pr er Book re'Yiai011. I am perfeotl.7 eatlafie4 to haTe 

certain p tently obj ctionable word.a eliminated. e haTe been limlna.ting 

them tor 1ome time. I ha.Te been aub tituting the word "worahlp" tor the wor4 



-, •'" in one of our bb th ~en for a lo t • I h :ve de other 

alight ubstltutiona but I h ve not felt t need for a t oroa. h-golng reTiaion 

o the Pr~er Book. T trouble 1 t t • e livi in ich ia avid 

for change. ritual l ich you will adopt, your oo le 111 tire of in 

five or t n year • hey ant novelty. - y ant their r re c o.nged • 

f requentl.7 aa their movlea ar c ed - a new bill every It 1 larg 17 

thoae who h ve lost the if of pr~er t de ire tor r r o ......... ~d 

a ne Pr er ok every few years. Thi i hich is cl oring for 

\,;ompanionate marriage•; let ·ua not be 1n to cl3.I.!lor for c p onate pr er 

booka aa well. 

I should 1 to see a roup o men repreaenti the beat mind• in thia 

Conference mal.09 a study of the ntire aubJect ov r a period of years and 

then bring in their well cons ered findi "'• to this bo~. I do not believe 

that e should llow our•elvea to be driven 1 to precipitate action cauae 

a group of l81JI1en. meeting in convention and t the inati ation of a few men 

expreaaed themaelna in avor of a change in tbe . ayer Book. Let us make 

thoro h etudy of the hole bJect. If • a reault of tbeae atudiea, •• 

·ome to the conclusion that thorough-aoin revieion 1• neceaaary •• shall 

then be warranted 1n tak such action. At the preaent time we are not 

1n _ osition to ct. a hould therefore not .. ..__..w a public decl at ion that 

we favor reviaion. 
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.e. 
Rabbi A.H. Silvers 
I 

I have given considerable thoue;ht to th111 subject 

of the Prayor Book and it has occurred to me that 

we ought not .as a matter of ,aychology to be revising our Prayer Book 

so frequently, even if Ii~ certain objections to certain parts of the 
ON.. ~ \ t, i,,vLNhAb X.-11,t , 

Prayer Book ae rosdf l:7 discovered. One of the great vaiuis or a 1"itual , 
Qi '\,W( ' id./ I .w the••& fact that~ the courae of time it gathers a host of 

• ~/ flrA' A 

~ii memories which are stimulating a..~d whioh surxt0und the worshiper 
I 

with an emotional, 1beJJ I ••r, atmosphere 1ri.li1l Sis congenial to soul 
u; ' +t~ZN'M-12 

expression _taa11111@11 p:ucJ IP. Its very age contributecl to otlierwise 

why have a ritual at allf 
~ 

Thora are denominations which hJve no rituals 
' ' 

and •sat ~~IQ. upon temporaneouo 

~ ophy of the Jewish prayer book is 

and The 

. ve l 11eved 1n a ritual . 

Dool':(.'! but t h int n 1f1o tion, or t h c tltiv tion of 

tl --(1,41,~~~..._~lliW,l,1 t 01: our peopl 

the lov of prnyer, ••e~n are Urter all 1 aid and d n, the value r.,f 
) W\ ' "'V' 

a prayer w- not so much what the prayr:r says but wh at tl 
'" I have vivid recollectiono or 

1 
Iv,' ~ 

through t-..Hi..l I 1:.9 
' . 

old Psalms a11d raad~them 
' 

in 811d. wee~copious t 
'~~~ A_ 

them and reoei•--re~on, 

1WJ~1t:::1mt:;~.-~~~~~~~~~~~~Da:1~Kr-..-.e'1111-..~~of what the 

Psalmll :~id Qea-r/,4~Y , 1•0 in Hebrew. I have seen people in j, 
..C~c ohur~»1 th the whole service;~ La1;1n und #, where they 

I / tiHJ~..,-...~~ 
did not underatm1d t .he ~ meaning of the prayer.sat all, ooiv 

♦ Mt r, ft'f,(j ,le,-,{ ~ ' t 
•••k more u~;alQO out or that service than many of' u who read o'UJI 

oold, intellectual, perfectly proper,~tionally =pd prayers in ~+ ~ (~-
our Prayer Book. ~5' not the Paayer Book vbich attrao~• people to 

worship►~-~ the peopl,e who want to orahip, who have a desire to 

pray, who come to aervices.111« 1••v~ You are not going to save Reform 



OFFICERS 1925-26 
KAUFMAN KOHLER, HONOIIARY PRESIDENT 

NEW YORK CITY 

LOUIS WOLSEY, PRESIDENT 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

HYMAN G. ENELOW, VICE-PRESIDENT 
NEW YORK CITY 

MORRIS NEWFIELD, TREASURER 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, RECORDING SECRETAIIY 
MACON, GA. 

MORRIS 5. LAZARON, CORRESPONDING SECRETI\RY 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

EDWARD N. CALISCH, RICHMOND, VA , 
SOLOMON B, FREEHOF, CHICAGO, ILL, 

JACOB H. KAPLAN, CINCINNATI, OHIO 
SOLL. KORY, VICKSBURG, MISS. 

EMIL W. LEIPZIGER, NEW ORLEANS, LA, 
GERSON 8. LEVI, CHICAGO, ILL. 

EDGAR F. MAGNIN , LOS jANGELES, CAL. 
DAVID PHILIPSON, CINCINNATI, OHIO 

ABBA H. SILVER, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
ABRAM SIMON, WASHINGTON , D . C . 

RICHARD M. STERN, NASHVILLE, TENN , 
SAMUEL. THURMAN, IT, LOUIS , MO . 

COMMITTEE ON SOLICITATION OF FUNDS JA ,rn. o. TIELLF,R, Chairman 
JH; ' HY J. JlEltKO\\'lTh, Kanaas City 
J;l)\\'.\HD N. <' .\I.JR< II, Rlrhmond, Va. 
JmXHY D. OIIl~N. Oalvcston, Texas 
11.\HHY \\'. Jo:T'fl:l,HON, llfemphls, Tenn. 
\\' , II . FDit:HllfiIIIER, l'hlladelphla, Pa. 
.lOK L. J•'INK. l:ulTalo. N. Y. 
W~J. fl . 1?1trnnMAN, Den'<'er, Col. 
HAM'T, Il. O01,l)f~NRO'.\', Pltt Rburs:h, Pa. 
LOt:n; on,ur~t.AN, Tampa, Florida 

A nn.ur mnscrmEno. <'hlcago, m. 
ED\\',\ UD L. I ' HAl•:L, Baltimore, Md. 
1''EHDJXAND lHRER~lAN, Ontario, Can. 
'.\IOHES P. JACOUSON, Ashe•llle, N. C. 
S.D!l'EL KO<'U. !'eattle. \\'a h. 
R_OL T,. KORY, Vicksburg, Mis . 
1' ,\TTIAN KRARR New Yori, lty 
}::'.\11L W. LF.TPZJOER. New Orlnn1, La. 
CllAS. S. LEVI, llilwaukoe, Wh. 

Dear Friend:-

IlA nny LEVI, Brookline fasa 
l-;()(:AR F. MAONJN, Loa' Angeles, Cal. LOL IS L . .MANN, Ch icago, Ill. 
E. JIIAN~IIEDJER. Des :\lolnes Iowa 
DA\'In )fAUX. Allanta, Ga . • 
.llfAX ,J. MERRITT Portland Oregon 
AT,IIF:UT ,J. )ITNOA, Mlnneapalla, Minn. 
llJOilRIS NF.WFIEl,D, Hlrminl(ham, Ala. 
LOUIS I . NEWMAN, San J,'ranclsco, Cal. 

JOSEPII RAU u. Louisville, Ky , 
AIIIlAJIAM JI . RIIINE, Jiot 811rlns:1, Ark. 
Jo' HF~D ' K l, . IlYl'INS. Wilmington, N. C. 
SA~ll'EL H<'II l,MAN, New York 'lty 
AIIBA II. HILVER, Clrveland, Ohio 
,l.\('K JI. l'lK IIlJIALL, ~:,ansvllle, Ind . sin. R. T~;llESCIIE. New Haven, Conn. , .Ull'F.l. Tlll lRM N, St. I.ouh, llto. 
HARVEY E. WESSEL, Winnetka, Ill. 

In our country there are many r abbis who have served until old age h~s come upon them and they have bee me unable to carry on the active labor of th0 ministry. There are also many wido,s of rabbis the death cf whose husbands 
has left them destitute. Both are dependent upcn the little that can b e given them from the Spec ial Fund for the support of infirm rabbis, their widow~ and orphans. established by the Central Conference of J\merican Rabbi s . 

The Conference has made only a small apocal u ~ to this time. But the number of cases is increasing. and w must also increase our aid to them. The President cf the Conf0r nee as, therefore, requested me to make this effort to collect as large an amount as possible for this good cause. 

There is no other agency or fund at pre ent t tak c1.re of the pathetic cases of these men who have served our cause and wh are now too old to work n,- or vh se widows are in want. 

The Conference does not ask fer any extravagant con­tributions. '¥0 ask you merely to help, to do whn.t y ur hear·t may prompt, to send us -in the enclosed envelope y,ur check for any sum from One to Fifty Dollars,- as much as ycu feel able to do. 

Please do not disregard this appeal fnr what y u 1ill uurely admit is a real duty fer all 0f us. Anticipatin nn 
early and favoraole reply, I am, in the name cf Israel, 

Sincerely yours,-
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REVISION OF UNION PRAYER BOOK 

Dear Colleague: 

At the last convention it was moved and adopted that a 
questionnaire be sent to the members to ascertain whether a revision 
of the Union Prayer Book at this time was desired and what the nature 
of the revision should be. Kindly fill out this questionnaire and 
return it promptly to the undersigned. Your reply must be returned 
by January 15th to receive consideration. 

Cordially yours, 

Secretary, Liturgical Committee. 

1. Are you in favor of a revision of the Union Prayer Book? 
If so why? 

2. Specify your objections to the present ,,ofome. 

a-Theological? 

b-Literary? 

3. What other objections have you? 

(Over) 



4. Do you think there should be more or less Hebrew than in the present book? 

5. Do you think the present responses should be retained? 

If not, what other responses do you suggest? 

6. Give any other thoughts that you may have on the Subject of Revision? 



i. 

O"FICERS 1929-30 

DAVID PHILIPSON, llonorary l'r •sitlent 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

DAVID LEFKO WITZ, l'r<•sit!en l 
Dallas , Texa:; 

MORRIS NEWFIELD , Vfre l'resicl<'nt 
Birmingham, Alaba ma 

FELIX A . LEVY , Trc•:.sun•r 
hicago, Illinois 

I SAAC E . MARCUSON, He,·onlinrr Sl'Crt'ta ry 
Macon, Georgia 

JAMES G. HELLER, 
CorreRponding Serr·etary 

Cincinnati , Ohio. 

De3r Colleague: 

Ct~Or<linn . 'c•('!r(•S·o!·}, 

:mf«H•«n Pl«wr 

l .. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD • 

DAVID ALEXANDER , Akro n, Ohio 
EDWAr.D N . CALISCH, Hirhmond, Vtt. 
H . G . ENELOW, 1'pw Yori· City. 
G . G OPGE Fox, hicnv.o, Ill. 
Leo M . FR NKLIN, Dl•lroi t, Mil'h . 
SOLOMON B . FRCEHOF, Chicago, Ill. 
BENJAMIN FRIEDMAN, Syrncn. e. . Y. 
SAMUEL M . GUP, J'l'Ovitfonrc-, R . I. 
SOLOMON LANDMAN, Mad ison, Wis. 
EUGENE MANNHEIMCR , D c>!l l\foine" , low11 

SAMUEL s . MAYCROERG , Kansm, City, Mo 
JULIUS RAPPAPORT , Kl'lll>:.ha. Wi s. 

The President with the approval of the Executive Board has appointed 

you on the Corrmittee given below . Kin~ly advise acceptance of appoint-

ment nt once so that the yearbook can apJctr earlier this year. 

Cordially yours, 

LI'l'ORGIC.lL a> IOIITi'D 

C 

Paill·•••, Da•l•~ Caairaa• 
■areu•••, I. 1., Secretary 
Bettaa. I■rael 
Dall••• war•• 
Oeaea, Se 
Croabaoa, Abr ~• 
:llleln1 Ge 
Bttela a, Harry w. 
l'reeaet, Sel B• 

, J. •, C al 
• Iarael 

• eller, :r, 
• lee • • 

Gel•••••• Sum.el S 
Letkewitz, Da•1• 
Beller, Jaaea G. 
I■■el'llaa, •r•1aa•• 
Lazar••, errla s. 
•••• u, .ta Wllllaa 
Suul■aa, Sa el 

11Ter, .lbb- B 
Siaea, .lbruaa 

appa rt, 
ab r, r la 
ale, • el 
11 er, 
alala, 



COPY 

Dr . Abba Hillel ~ilver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear 1riend Silver:-

In planning the various matters that are to 
come before the Executive Board of the Confere~ce in Cincin.~ati 
on the 29th of Oct. I have had in mind, of c~irse, the nruni of 
a place for the next Conference. This will have to be decided at 
the Board meeting. Up to date, no satisfactory place of meeti~ 
has been suggested. Lake Hopatcong in ew Jersey had been 
mentioned but investigation found it not desirable, as it was 
~irst thought. Then we h~d again an invitation from Ashville, 
r;. C. You recall that the shville Conference a number of years 
ago was pleasant, but did not draw many members, and we also 
remember that one of our colleagues was stricken and died there. 
To some of our members the high altitude was not so favorable. 

I thought, therefore, that if it would be at all 
, greea-ble to the Cleveland Jewish community, it would be a fine 
thing to have the Conference invited to meet t' ere next Ju.~e, for 
the reason that in Ju.~e 1930 it will be forty years since the 
Confer ence met for its really first progrwn meeting at Cleveland 
(the organization meeting with no definite program meeting was, 
of course, held in Detroit.) It was in Cleveland at this first 
business meeting that the first draft of the Union Prayer book 
was presented by ~oses !~ielziener, of blessed memory . 

I hope that you see the sentimental value of 
havine; the 1930 meeting in Cleveland, and that you agree with me 
as to the matter of it being the logical place for the Conference 
meeting for next year. I hope that you will consult with your 
colle8t,"1.les in Cleveland, and if they are of the sa~e mind, that you 
will offer Cleveland as the place of meeting to the Executive Bo d 
of the Conference when this matter will be taken up. Could you 
let me have your ansv,er either here in Dallas or at the Sinton 
otel in Cincinnati where I will be from the 28th of October to 

the 30th? With kindest greetings, I run 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) David Lefkowitz 
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