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A MESSAGE OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 
TISHRI, 5 691 - - SEPTEMBER, 19 3 0 

I UED BY THE 

COMMISSION ON SOCIAL JUSTICE 

OF THE 

CENTRAL CoNFERE CE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

(Additional copies of this statement can ~e procured by applying to the 

chairman of the Contmission, Rabbi Edward L. Israel, Har Siuai 

Congregation, Bolton and Wilson Streets, Baltimore, Md.) 



A MESSAGE OF SOCIAL JUSTICE. TISHRI 5691. 

The cycle of religious calendar now dr3.wing to a close has been, on 
its material side, one of recession. Our vaunted prosperity has forsaken 
us. On the proverbial wheel of for tune, we have been in the descent. 
We trusted in our house, but it tood not; we laid hold of it but it 
endured not. 

In these circumstances, as on all kindred occasions, the poor have 
suffered acutely. Unemployment and destitution have become wide
spread, devastating homes and blighting human lives. The wealthy have 
likewise suffered. Great possessions have vanished in great losses. Dismal 
have bc~n the results in anguish, despair, mental breakdown and suicide. 

From lack of material mean, many a worthy project has been 
abandoned. Grievous especially has been the curtailing of our benevo
lences precisely at a time when the need for benevolence is keenest. 

Much has been said and written about the cause and the cure of 
these ills, yet thus far without muc~ avail. Thew ·sest have been as with
out knowledge and the men of understanding without discernment. 

We yearn for the speedy dawn of a brighter day, when as so often 
in the past, prosperity will revive. But the present is a day of adversity 
in which we can but consider. 

Our attention should turn in the perplexities of the hour to those 
factors which belong to the realms of mind and spirit, the realms in 
which religion holds sway. Want has come upon us not because nature 
has grown chary or human labor frail. Fears and hesitancies in human 
hearts have retarded the flow of commerce and slackened industry's 
whir. It was also the expectations and avidities in those same unseen 
depths that precipitated the rash speculative dealings whose aftermath 
we are now reaping. Indeed the very measure of the pain caused by our 
reverses is determined not by those reverses themselves, but by the extent 
to which we are spiritually prepared or unprepared to meet them. Pro
found is the admonition of our sages: uAbove all that thou guardest, keep 
thy heart; for out of it are the issues of life." 

Another lesson of religious import to be derived from the present 
visitation is that of the sacred unity of all human life. Our afflictions 
have brought home to us the realization of the fact that none can suffer 
alone. When employers suffer, workers suffer. When consumers suffer, 
producers suffer. Each class needs the other for wages or for patronage. 
The riches of the rich are jeopardized by the poverty of the poor as the 



hopes of the poor are menaced by the blund r of the rich. We who have 
so long declared that God is one arc now taught by hardship that 
humanity is one. 

Then, the spectacle which has been unfolding before u of the deadly 
effect of un mployment, not merely upon material po·ss,c:ssi n but upon 
all the values of life, raises the strug0 l again t unemployment to a acrcd 
duty. Weighty is the obligation to con id r th ariou xp client 
deemed helpful; for instance, the teady rai in y of the age bel w which 
children are kept in school and out of indu try· moth r , p n ion to re
duce the number of women and of minor- ceking work; ld a p n. ion 
for those no longer acceptable to a n1achine indu try whi h rejc t age 
with its fidelity for youth with it vi or· pcrfc d t m f mp oy
ment exchanges eliminating was e, delay and errors in the linka c f 
workers needing situation with ituation that ne d w rker ; unemploy
ment insurance, already tried in forei 0 n land and in m American 
industries with good result ; prosperity re r on the part of the ov
ernments, and the planning of public con tructi n in uch wi e a to 
offer a maximum of public employm nt wh n there i a la knc f pri
vate employment; such bureaus of conomic ob ervati n a will j ue 
timely warning against the approach of economic d dine, and oun cl 
measures of forestalling it. Add to this ampler educational fa ilitic and 
institutional care for those temporarily or permanently incapable of work. 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis has commended the 
five day working week which has already been adopt d in ariou indu -
tries with success. If our constantly impro ing machin ry with its di -
placement of human workers is not to produce unemployment before it 
produces aught else, not only must the number of w rking days a weel 
be reduced; there must al o be a diminution of the number of working 
hours a day with corre ponding increases of wage rates, enabling all 
workers to earn sufficiently. 

Corollary to this is sympathy with the cause of organized labor, 
perhaps the most potent of all forces for securing hours and wage re
qui ite for neutralizing unemployment and for the civic and spiritual 
development of the worker. The issue of organized labor bring to mind 
the di heartening dev_elopments at Elisabethtown, Marion and Gastonia 
as well as the pirit of social endeavor with which Jewi h, Prote tant and 
Catholic religious leaders have, during the past year, joined in applying to 
the turmoil their common principle of brotherly love. It is our pro
found hope that these principles may oon be accepted and applied in the 
southern textile situation and in all industry. 

Following in the wake of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, U niversalists, Methodists, Presbyterians and Unitarians have, of 
late, resolved upon an intelligent attitude toward birth control. Birth is 
one of the many forces of nature which like steam, air, gravitation, 



electricity and ch mical valence, succumb to human control as civiliza
tion progresses. Where th intelligent regulation of birth can avert 
suffering and degradation, the voice of mercy speaks. That voice should 
not go unh eded. It went not unheeded among the sages of the Jewi h 
past. 

The social creed of the Rabbis suggests yet other ways of aidin 
those who toil. It urges investors to put humanity first, not dividends 
first, when deciding which industries to favor. Investments should be 
withheld from enterprises in which reasonable standard of hour , wage'" 
and working conditions are ignored and should be directed to tho c whose 
standards are high. Attention should also be given the white lists pro
vided for certain industries. By means of the white lists, we can, as con
su1ners, bestow our patronage where humane conditions preva ·1 and 
divert it from ventures which lack scruple in the matter of overwork, 
underpay and unhygienic shop conditions. 

The days have now arrived on which we supplicate God's mercy. 
Our sages have said: "As Qne showeth mercy to God's creatures, one re
ceiveth mercy from on high.'' Again, without love for humanity, love 
toward God is an empty phase. Our economic views may exhibit diver
sity. Yet, in the conviction that love is supreme, all of u can unit . 
Those who differ greatly may, in the spirit of love and social justi e, take 
fruitful counsel together. Where that spirit i absent, even small differ
ences eventuate in conflict. 

May the New Year be both a. happy and a consecrated one. May 
there be inscrih~d anew upon our hearts the purpose to live for humanity 
and by living for humanity to live anew in God. 



R bi ,dward L. tar 11 

~in 1 T 101 

Bolton and 11 on ·ta., 
Balt o e, . 

"Y ear 'd d:-

~•pt. 17th, 1930 
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EDWARD L. ISRAEL, CHAIRMAN 

HENRY J. BERKOWITZ 

RUDOLPH I. COFFEE 

ABRAHAM CRONBACH 

MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 

MILTON ELLIS 

HARRY W . ETTELSON 

G. GEORGE Fox 

EPHRAIM FRISCH 

SA M UC:L H . GOLDENSON 

Dear Abba: 

' 

Office~ of thr Chn"rn1nn 

or Sinai " mnplc
olton cnul \\Tj). on , ~ ts. 

olti1uor<>, ... fcl. 

S '()N 

Sept. 26, 1930 

SIDNCY E. GOLDSTEIN 

ABRAM HIRSHBERG 

FERDINAND M. ISSERMAN 

SAMUEL KOCH 

EMIi- W LEIPZIG R 

HARRY LEVI 

SAMUEL 5. MAYERBERG 

VI CTO R E . REICHERT 

WILLIAM F. ROSENBLUM 

STEPHEN S. W ISE 

M&I\Y thanks for sending me the clippings and heartiest congratulations 
on your very canmend.able stand in the hotel labor dispute. I am hoping 
to be able to make special mention of your action long this line in 
the forthcoming issue of the · ocial Justice Bulletin which I am trying 
to -k• in part an organ for disseminating information concerning the 
splendid role our men re playing 1h the field or social justice. Your 
r ecent activity makes an excellent addit Lon to the record. 

Heartiest greetings fo the few Year. 

'incere l 

Rabbi Abba Hillel S lver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 



Q'· FICERS 1929-30 

O1\VID PHILIPSON, Honorary Pre~i<lent 
Cincmnati, Ohio 

DAVID LEFKOWITZ, l'r •,;ident 
Dallas, Texas 

MORRIS NEWFIELD, Vic~ l'r!'sid!'nt 
J:irmingham, Alabama 

FELIX A. LCVY, Trca urer 
Chica"O, Illinois '_JJ.0,JO! • 1-i1 • 

1.XECUTIVE BOARD 

DAVID ALCX NDCR, Akron, Ohio 
EDWARD N. CALISCH, Richmond, Va. 
H. G. ENCLOW, ,'l.'w Yuri· City. 
G. GEORGE Fox, Chicago, Ill. 
Leo M. RAtlKLIN, Ilttroit, Mirh. 

I SAAC E. MARCUSOt~ . !lt•t·onlin • SPcr!'tarv 
. hcon, Georgia 

• T • l n lCU. '~JJI. lf 

SOLOMON 13. FRLEHOF. Chicago, Ill. 
BENJ,\M!N FRIEDMAN, s, rnt•u:,,,•, N. Y. 
SAM UEL M. GUP, l'rovid nee, R. I. 
SOLOMON LANDMAN, f 1diwn, \Vi~. 
EUGENE ,1ANNHEIMi::'.R, Dt,; Moine , Iow11 
SAM UCL s. MAYCRBEl'<G, h:111 -a~ City, Mo 
Jlll.lUS Rl,PPAPORT, K, no. ha, Wi~. JAMES G. H,LLER, 

Corresponding Sccret:iry 
~ .uir ~Hn 

Cincinnati. Ohio. 

n. 

CCMl✓ ITTEE ON SYt'A :or: 1,'L::-!C 

LCL; 13 WOLSEY CHAIRMAN 

September 30 1 1930 

SIDNEY E. UNGER. ScCRETMlr 

HEflRY J OERKOWITZ 

ISRl\:'.::L BC:::TTAN 

J.::I') '\/ARD tJ. CALISCH 

fG A~AM CRONBACH 

SOL0\.10N E' . FREEHOF 

JAMES G. HELLER 

Al3 AHAM HOLTZBERG 

MORRIS S LI' ... ARO • 

DAVID LEVY 

DAVID MARX 

HAHRY H l'v'AYER 

JAC,...C SINGER 

N . Tl-ft. STC::-RI\; 

To the Members of the Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Dear Collea~ues: 

This is to inform you that at the meetinr, of the 
Conference in Providence last JW10, a motion was made 
that the members ba allowed until January 1 to send any 
suggestions and criticisms of tho new Hymnal manuscript, 
more particula.rly of tho Sorvicos in that manuscript, and 

that the Committoo on Hymnal sond out a notic0 to that offoct. 
J\.E:RAHAV. VI:. BINDER 

h U CIC,\L EDITOR 
Will you, therefore, make a careful study of the manu

script which has already been sent you, and then send to the Chairman what
ever comments and suggestions you have to m.ake7 Please be assured that 
every communication will be very carefully oonsidored by the Committee; in 
fact, tho Committee welcomes suggestions of every kind from tho mombors of 
the Conference. It is our judgment that the members can make such sugges -
tions as will materially improve tho book and muke it a valuable instru
mentality in the life of our congregations o.nd religious schools. Please 
send these suggestions to tho Chairman as soon as possible. Romomber that 
January l is tho last day on which those suggestions will bo rocoivod. 

After thnt tirne the Committee will meet und muke a 
study of your rui1endments nnd modifications. ~e will then submit the manu
script to the printer for final publication. 

Fraternally yours~ 
11'/:Y 

Louis Nol say, Cho.i rman 
Hanry J. Barko·,·ri tz 
Israel Betta n 
Edward N. Cnlisoh 
Abraham Cronblch 
Solomon B. Fraehof 
J~mes G . 11 9 ~. le r 
Abruhnm Holtzborg 
Morris S. La zuron 
Dnvid Lavy 
D~vid Marx 
Hnrry H. ~1ayer 
Jacob Singor 
Nntho.n Stam 
Sidnoy E. Unger 



ENCE Of~ 

0"FICERS 1929-30 
EXECUTIV BO,t.RD 

D AVI D PHILIPSON, Honorary President 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

DAVID ALEXANDER, Akron, Ohio 
EDW,t.RD N. CALISCH, Richmond, Va. 

D,t. VID LEFKOWITZ, President 
Dallas , Texas 

H. G . ENELOW, cw York City. 
G. GEORGE Fox, Chicago, Ill . 
LEO M. FRANKLIN, Dt!troit, Mich. MORRIS N EW FIELD, Vice President 

Birmingham, Alabama SO LOMON a. FREEHOF, Chicago, Ill. 
BENJAMIN FRIEDMAN , Syracuse, N. Y. 
SA MUEL M. GUP, Providence, R . I. 
SOLOMON LANDMAN, Madison, Wis. 
EUGENE MANNHEIMCR, Des Moin es, Iowa 
SAMUEL s. M,t.YERBERG, Kansas City, Mo. 
JULIUS RAPPAPORT, Kenosha, Wis. 

FELIX A. L EVY, Treasurer 
Chicago, Illinois ( '01 1 1ittec on SH Ul~,ou ~ U!'iic 

u ul e ision of l nion IH n u1 

Off,·cof the C h nirnu1n 

ISAAC E . MARCUSON , Recording Secretary 
Macon, Georgia 

JAMES G. H ELLER, 
Corresponding Sccrct:iry 

(H;"' • Torth Brond ~ ... tn•c•t 
Philocl,•lphin, Po. 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 

COM'VII TTEE ON SYNAGOG MUS IC 

LOUIS WOLSEY , CHAIRMAN 

SID EY E. UNGER, SCCRETARY 

HENRY J . BERKOWITZ 
September 30, 1930 

ISRAEL BETTAN 

EDWARD N . CALISCH 

ADRAHAM CRONBACH 

SOLOMON e . FREEHOF 

JAMES G. HELLER 

ABRAHAM HOLTZBERG 

MORRIS 5. LAZARON 

DAVID LEVY 

To Members of the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
who were not in attendance at tho Providence Convention 

Dear Colleagues: 
DAVID MARX 

HARRY H . MAYER 

JACOB SINGER 

NATHAN STE'RN 
You are tmdoubtedly awaro of the fact that the manuscript 

of the now Union Hymnal was accepted at tho Providenco Conforonoo 1 

and that a motion of tho Conforonco instruotod tho Committoo to 
include Hatikwah in the Hymn Book. ABRAHAM W. BINDER 

MU SICAL EDITOR 

It would be of interest to the Committee on Revision of the Hymn Book 
to lmow whether the actual majority sentiment of the entire Conference is in 
favo~ of the inclusion of Hatikwah in the Hymn Book. Considering the fact 
th'l t (1) the music is tmworthy; tllc.t (i) itisinspired by some Sluvio or Sponish 
drinking song; that (3) it is an u.noevotional and non-religious poem; that 
(4) its thought specifically reverses evory action and commitmont of previous 
Conferences; trw.t (5) it is completoly countor to tho thoology of tho Union 
Prayor Book; that (6) its inclusion d&finitely oomru.ts the American Jew to 
the sin~ing of two national anthems; that (7) in the 115 answers to the 
questionnuire se'rit out by the Committee a yenr ago, asking for suggestions, 
not one single member of the Conference suggested Hutikwah; that (8) in the 
many meetings of the conrnitteo, not even Zionist members theroof over· pro
posed Hatikwoh; thRt (9) m~ny of those who voted nt Providence in favor of 
H~tikwah, did not ever send in !11lY n~swers to th~t questionnnire, that (10) 
the committee wns definitely charged by the Conference to prepare a manual 
of devotional song, and not a songster; thut (11) many laymen of the Reform 
Synagog have already stated that they 'NOUld not permit the new Union Hymnal 
to be used by their congregations if P.atikwah is to be included----- it 
seems to the Committee both un•llise and unjust that this song be incorporated 
into the Union Hynm Book. 

Please, therefore, write the Ch&ir1nan expressing your view of the matter, 
or at least fill out the enclosed quostionnairo and mail to the Chairman at 
once. The purpose of this lotter is not to socuro a voto. Such a prooeeding 
would be illegal. The letter is sent only to those members of the Conference 
who were not present at Providence, The purpose of this letter is entirely 
to disoover what is the actual '.sentiment of the Conference in the mttar, 
The Committee will, or oourso, abide by tho decision of tha Providence 
Conference, 



LW:Y 

- 2 -

Fraternally yours, 

L0 uis Wolsey, Chai mnan 
Henry J. Berkowitz 
Israel Bettan 
Eaward N. Calisch 
Abraham Cronbach 
Abraham Holtzberg 
David Levy 
David Marx 
Harry H. I~le.yer 
Nathan Stern 
Sidney E. Ung;er 

P.S. Rabbis Jacob Singer, Morris Lazaron, James G. Heller and Solomon B. 
Freehof decline to sig~ this letter, and demur~~ its being sent out. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ti • • • • • • • • 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

Rabbi Louis Wolsey 
615 N. Broad St., Philadelphia~ Pa. 

As to the matter of the inclusion of Hatikwah in the new Union Hymnal, 
I would vot0 

For its inclusion 

Against its inclusion 

(Signed) Name; ------------------
Address : 

Check the affirmative or the negative in accordance with your views. 



to Rabbi Louis Wolsey, 615 . Broad St., Phila. 

WIBE SENT ro 

Rabbi Jacob Sine;er, 1615 :.iorse Ave., Chicago 
~ aboi .. ~orris Lazaron, 1914 ~.~adison Ave., :Baltimore 
Ra.obi James G. Heller, Plum ·t. Ter::iple, Cincinnati 

(uOPY) 
Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, Hotel Aragon, 5401 Cornell 

Chii.;;ago 

OCTO~R 22d. 1930 
RABBI DAVID LEFKOWITZ 
2415 SOUTH BLVD. 
DALLAS, TEXAS 

I REGISTER MY VIGOROUS PROTEST AGAI..~ST THE LET:-:,ER CIRCULATED 
BY THE COMMITTEE ON SYNAGOGUE rosrc RELATIVE rro THE IUCLUSION 
OF HATIKWAH IU THE HYMMAL WHICH W~ VOTED AT THE PROVIDEICE 
CONFEBE CE. stop THE ACTION OF THE COM!. ITTEE IS Ur;WA.BIW~ED 
ILLEGAL Alm A CLEAR CHALLENGE TO THE SOVEREIG-~Y OF THE 
COUVElJTION. stop IT SHOULD BE IillEDIATELY REPUDIATED BY YOU. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 



DAY LETTER 

Oct. 24th,1930 

Rabbi D vid ~efko~itz, 
1900 $outh Blvd., 
Dallas, Tex s 

I register my vigorous protest ag inst the letter circulated 
by the co!Ill!littee on Synago e music rel tive to the inclu ion 
of 11 HRtikwah11 in the ymnal which "as voted at the Providence 
Conference. stop The action is unwarr·nted, illegal and 
a clear challenge to the sovereignty of the Convention stop 
It should be immedia.tely repudiated by you. 

Copie sent to 

bba Hillel ~ilver 

Louis Wolsey, 615 ~. Bro~d 8t., Philadelphia 
Jacob Singer, 1615 .. orse Ave.·, Chiago, Ill 
~orris •. Lazaron, 191 adison Ave., Balti~ore, ~d. 
James G. Heller, Plum St. :1emple, Cinci nn:: ti, O. 
~. B. Freehof , Hotel Aragon, 5401 Cornell ve., 

• Chicago 
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J M S G. HELLER, 

, r l 11ondi11 . ,c1tta .• 
I• ii ,·111 w ti. Ohw 

IN R, j 

I 1/ 

Dr. ~bba Hillel Silver, 
The Tam le, 
Rast 105th St., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Doar Friend :-

October. 
Twenty-fou th, 
1 9 3 o. 

I have your telegram of protest against the letter circu
lated by the committee on SynagoGU0 tusic. I want you to know that 
the ~tter came up at the xecutive Board meeting uf the Confer
ence last Tuesday, and I was requ sted to present the objections 
of the Board to this action of tha music cc.,mmittee. I am writing 
to 1olsey and am placing these objections before him as strongly 
as possible. As • ou say, the action of ~c~~ttee was unwarranted 
and illegal, and ce~tainly can have no~~~~ ..._the decision 
of the convention of tho Conference at Providence. If you th nk 
further steps should be taken, please le ~e lmow. 

ith bast wishes, I am cordjally and you.rs, 

DL/ar. 



Day Letter Oct. 25th.1930 

fr. Jaco Billikopf, 
~ EDZRATI :r O.r JE 1!~1 CHARITIES 
330 South Tinth ~t., 
P:ilauelphia, Pa. 

_EJPLE .. ~"::lJS CLUB AT A:-G :;G .;y, O~IU1~. 01 PRE~ :T ECOrlO iIC SITU . IO. 
\VED ... '"":.;DAY ZVEUI IG rnv .AB ... R TWELFTH ~-OP PR~::;IDE';T 0~ CLEVE1.Al'"D 
CHAMB.2 0. CQ.,!,:ERCE ID ECJ :O.'IST iROM -~ IDLAl D BA.!:JK i'fIL PARTICIPATE 
ST p Ui. A:i! .. ~ou::; n~sI"":E Ol! co.~:I-TEE TJ HAVB YOlJ PBE~E:L TI iii ~ JEC ... 
OF U! .~PLO' •. ~~-: AS T!U!J WO KI fG .. :A.rr AlID _ , ~OCIAL WOPKER S • IT S'! P 
. .c;.!. EJG WILL UUDOUBTZDLY CREATE GREAT I ~~REST I CO.:.. ·rTY STOP. 

''IOULD BE DELIGHTED Il YOU 0JULD C : .. E PL ,A~..t!i \' IRE 

A. i. IL ER 



OFFICERS 1930- 31 

DAVID PHILIPSON, H o1rn1·ai·y P residt' n t 
C inl'i1111ati, O hio 

DAVI !) L E FKOWITZ , President 
D nlla~, Texa;; 

MORRIS NEWFIELD , V iel' Pre,-i<lc nt 
lli r minRha m , Alaba ma 

FELIX A. LEVY , T rca;,11rer 
Ch iea iro, Ill inois 

ISAA C E . MAR C USON, R l•co1·ding SC"cl'etar:,; 
Macon, Geo rg ia 

JAMES G . HELLER, 
Con·<>~Pnndinl! Scc r et a r)' 

Cir,cinnat i, Ohio. 

Dear Colleague:-

Office of Recording Secretoru 

204 Buford Place 

Macon, Ga. 

October 27, 1930 . 

EXEC UTIVE BOARD 

EDWARD N . CALI SC H , Hichm ond, Va. 
FREDER IC K COHN , Omaha, Neb. 
H . G . EN E LOW , New York City 
ABRAHAM J . FELDMAN , Hart ford, Conn. 
G . GEORGE FOX, Ch icago, 111. 
SAMUEL M . GUP , l'rovidetH.'(', H. 1. 
SOLOMON LANDMAN , M:uli,son , W is. 
SAMUEL s . MAYERBERG , Ka11~as City, Mo. 
JU L IUS RAPPAPORT, Kenosha, W i.s. 
IRVING F . REICHERT , New York City 
MAX REICHLER , Brook lyn , N . Y. 
J A COB SINGER , Chica~o. lllinoi,; 

I am pleased to advise that a t t he meeting 

of the Executive Board, you were app ointed to serve 

on t he committee noted below. 

tance on t he enclosed card. 

IEM:b 

I 
nsa 
gical Literature 

Please advise accep-

Cordially yours, 

Isaac E. Marcusen, Secretary. 



RABBI SOLOMON 8.FREEHOF, O.O. 
K . A. M . TEMPLE 

920 EAST Fl FT I ETH STREET 

CHICAGO 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
c/o The Temple, 
East 105th Street, 
Cleve land, Ohio. 

Dear Abba: 

October 27th, 
1 9 3 o. 

I just received your copy of the1 

letter send to Iefkowitz with regard to the 
Hatikvo matter. Yesterday I saw the letter which 
the Conmittee sent out for the first time. Possibly 
mine was lost in the mail. 

You will notice on the second page 
of the letter the statement that I was among those 
who protested against the issuance of this ~ueetion
naire. I presented my arguments as strongly as I 
could to the Chairman of the Committee and had 
hoped that I had convinced him, but evidently I had 
not. My own attitude on the matter was this: I 
was not anxious to have the Hatikvo in the hymnal 
but since the Conference voted it in, and since the 
Jewish Preas took it as a fine s3D1bol of an in
creasing unity in Israel, it would calamitous, I 
thought, to reopen the matter. 

With best wishes, 

SBF.k 

Sincerely yours, 

k 



• 

MORRIS S. LAZA.RON 
1814 MADIIION AVll:NUIE 

■ALTIMORIE, MD, 

October 29, 1930. 

Rabbi Abba H• Silver, 
The 'remple • 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

D"'ar bba: 

t'.'e have vour letter and though we are 
all .,reviously disappointed that you cannot be 
with us Sunday ni ht, e understand the s 1 tua.ti on. 

e would have postponed the meeting so that we 
could have had you, as we wanted you, but for the 
fact of the Balfour eelaration anni versarv occur±ng 
on that date and ·that the· coming week is filled 
with other apooin.tme·nts of a conmunal nature. Like
wise, 1 t wa.a felt better to have the meetin e.a soon 
as possible. 

I have, too, e. copy of your wire to 
Lefkowitz on olsey's letter re Ilatikvah. is con-
duct is unwarranted, without precedent, am ill 
becomes a former president of the Central Confer
ence. I have ·r1ri tten him again in protest. 

I learned from Ielle r that the matter 
was brought up at the last Executive Boe.rd meeting 
of the Conference and the Batrd expressed its wish 
that the letter not be sent out. olsey was prob
ably moved by his inordinate hatred for our Zionist 
cause and by his desire to get the book out so soon 
as possible. As a matter of fact, it cannot be 
gotten out without the Iatikvah befare the next 
conference because only another confere:ooe can 
rescind the decision of a previous conference. 

I am Yery rnnneh disturbed about the whole 



proceedi s. e Zionists will be rot in the 
position of threatenin a split. Naturally, we 
can deny and say it is not we who threaten the 
split but you antis, and the issue of Hatir,ah 
in the Hymnal is hardly big enough. I for 
one believe that the matter must come to a 
head, but I would much prefer that it come to 
a head on a more important issue, the funda
mental issue as to the canpatibili ty of e:fonn 
and nationalism, and not on some such itan as 
this. Let me hear fran you. 

Polly joins me in love ro Jinks, you 
and the boys. 

Fait hfully, 

~ 



Jll>JLllJM. § 'JrRJEIB'.Ir TEM\llDU 
K.K.B'nai Yeshurun 

C:n:NClINNATII 
OFFICE 

ISAAC M . WISE CENTER 
R-EADING ROAD 15. NORTH CRESCENT AVE . 

AVONDALE 
PHONES AVON 334 AND 335 

Rabbi James G.Heller 

Dr. Abba H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abe: 

Oc t ober 30, 1930. 

I was glad that you wired a protest to Lefkowitz. When Wolsey 
made the proposal>! wrote him a strong letter characterizing the 
action as unconstitutional and 111 advised. I have sent both of 
the letters that I wrote to him to Morris Lazaron, who is forward
ing the entire correspondence to David Lefkowitz. I have gone 
farther than t hat. I brought the matter up at the meeting last 
week of the Executive Board of the Conference. I believe that t he 
opinion of practically all present was that it was an unwarranted 
step. Lefkowitz is to look into it and t ake appropriate action. 

In general, Wolsey has a very definite persecution mania in regard to 
Zionism. You would be interested in reading a voluminous letter he 
wrote me recently on the subject. 

With friendly greetings, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

JGH: M 

• 



a bi l(orri• ij. 1aron1 

1914 1 on ve., 
Baltimore, 'd. 

Oct. 31 t, 1930 

you r yau.r letter ot ctob r 29th. 

t ime you probably h· ve reo 1Te4 copy 
ot the letter whieh . b 1 tkow1t a aent to • I do not mow 
het r th1• clo ea the incident or not. 

I • ould very much hate to •• a raging con
troveray ,h1a yea t•• Zi nlal and non-Zlon1at bbla. 
le h Ye an lac&ble e 1 to • and • o \ no, to N 
compelle4 \o dlaalp \e our ener • in f1ght1 onent• 
wi thln the J •i•h camp . 

ol1e71, hll1paona, etc.• o .. r• dra,rged 
into the c7 bJ arahall d the influential la,men of 

• York who alone ve the power to 1ntlm1d&te theae bbla, 
now think th t th whole proJ ot la a.bo t to alnk llke the 
proverbial rat• are acurry a;, r the •hip. . e old die-
hard• h ve gon .. to t 1.r • on barrel• and h- ve fetched 
out 1n their old, t le ti-Zlon1at di \rib••• They been 
co ed f or time but h·~:ve no r iHd their aua g in. 

It 
mu.at co the ti--.., ...... 

• anythi lae. 

b ttle i• inevitable n 1t 1t 
11 aerve or ab ttle- ield 

t t11 t tic• are coru: erneci_ t not 
t t otfena1ve. .he Conve. t on vo\e4 to incl e the 1t tlkwah 
in th t)'t 1. ... will ot t l onv ntion 1• aoverelgn.. The 

tton can 'be reverae4 onl.J b1 other oonv ntion. Let the ant 1-
Zioni•t• bri t l e tt rap 1n,1 • t ant, t the nezt con-
v nt1on ot t Co erenoe. 111 b llc ed a.in. 

Vlrgi. l Join• 
n the children. 

Hs/rn 

1n nd1 love to ou. olly 



&b 1 Yid tefl1Dwlt1, 
1900 South lYd., 

11 , - x. 

y de L tkodt1:-

Ootober Jlat, 1930 

ermlt 
ot Ooto r 2 th. 

to thank you f r your kind letter 

I aa ple,.,..~ o that OIU' en ,1merata 
coincide •1th 1ne d that the . ecu\1Ye Board took t on 
in cc,neon ct •1th the aent1ment con a1ne4 1n m, tel• 

d 1n your let, • I not ' o h t thing fur\her 
needa t do ne t t 1• ti • 

In order lo cl 1tv th Poalt ~on of the 
Conference, 1t might r · • ea1rabl• t t ou ahould 

aend a letter to thoae • were clnularl1ed the u.,.,'"--
Con itte into 1 t h t t t.h tion ot the 

lttee waa unauthoria d. 

to rem in 
1th lndeat re da and o et • 1 hea, ~• 11 

/IR 



OFFICF.RS 1930-31 XECUTIVE DOARD 

DAVID PHILIPSON , lJnnurar) }'r,,,,jd, nt 
( 111 innat,, Uhw 

EDWARD , C/\LIS 1-1, :t1,·l monrl, V . 
F~EDERICK COM , ll111aha, ! 'ch. 

DAVID LFFKOWITZ, l'rc id,·nt 
O:dh ·, 'l'cxas 

H. G. ENE.LOW, ! , w York Ci > 
Al3RAliAM J, ~-CLDMA •, l!at•tfor,!, C'onll 

MORRIS ,-wFIELD, Vi,·1• l'r1•1,i(h•nt G. G or.cc Fox, <'Iii, n u , Ill. 
SAMU Lf\.1. GUP. l'r11".i«fl1 fll' 1,!t I. r:irmin:•ham, Alabama 

FELIX A . LEVY, Tr, a u1·cr 
(' ie:t"O, Illinoi~ c 1. u1 • 1•~• oll, • ;otii·itl· tion 

SOLOl,• Orl LA IDM/\tl, I Iii !II, \Vi • 

lSAAC E. MARCUSON, Rn•o nliuR S,·<' retar) 
l\taeon, Gt .. or1ria OJ ic·~ of • . • C u· rnu1n 

SAMUl!t.. S. MAYEROl!R,;, l a1 11 City, ~1o 
JULIU S r PP,' PC r. 1·, w hn. Wi . 
IRVINC •• ·I<''HEJ'ti, .. , l'l !· 1· l1H'1~t·o, Cul. 
MAX n, Ht l R, I'·, ol;l; n, , '. Y. 

JAMES G. HELLER, 
(',,rrc,110111li11g- SL•cr ·•t.uy 

Ci1.1·i11nati, Ohio. 

Ho i n 
Suint 

J,a,coo SI•;~.n. <'. 1<" ""· Illinois 

November 10, 1930 
Cc.>MMITlllC ON soI_ICITATION 

Dear Colleague: 
HARRY 5. MARGOLIS, CHAIRMAN The Committee on Solicitation of Funds of the Central 

Conference of American Rabbis is again inviting your assist
ance and cooperation in assuring the success of its annual 
appeal. Owing to the many local and national appeals that 
claim the attention of the community in the course of the 
year, we are making every effort at this time to urge our 
members to solicit contributions in behalf of this Fund be
fore the other campaigns get under way. 

DAVID ALEXANDER 

SOLOMON N. St.ZELL 

HENRY J , BERKOWITZ 

LOUIS GINSTOCK 

ElA NET f!. BRICKNER 

EDWARD '. CALISCH 

HENRY Com:N 

HARRY \V. E":"TELS01i 

MORRIS M. FCUCRLICHT 

JOSEPH L. FINK 

SOLOMON FOSTER 

Leo M. FRANKLIN 

SOLOMON B. FRE HOF 

SAMUEL H. GOLDCNSON 

SAMUEL GUP 

HYMAN A. IOLA 

JACOB H. l<APLAN 

SAMUl;;L [(OCH 

MORRIS S. LAZARON 

HARRY LEVI 

EDGAR F. MAGNIN 

EUGENE NNHCI 1F.R 

SAMUEL$, M:YCRO:ZRG 

IRVING F, Rr;;ICHCAT 

VICTOR E. RCICH:Z~T 

WM , f-'. ROSENOLUM 

IR/1 E . SANDrR!l 

ABRAM SIMON 

JACK H. SKIRBALL 

'NM M. STERtl 

SAMUEL THURMAN 

MARTIN ZIELONKA 

Through past appeals, our people have become aware of 
the purpose of these annual solicitations. They already know 
that their generous contributions help to provide relief to 
our deserving incapacitated colleagues, to Jewish scholars in 
distress, and to destitute widows and orphans of Rabbis. All 
that is needed from year to year, is to re-emphasize the 
urgency and the need. If the Rabbi will stress the impor·tance 
of this particular philanthropy, I have no doubt, that the 
community will respond most generously. May we not, once 
again, expect you to participate in this deserving work with 
your old time earnestness and sympathy? 

There are various ways in which rne Lb c r s ma y cooperate: 
1. Give some space to the cause in your bulletin. 
2. Urge t he Congre gation and its auxiliaries to contri

bute from their treasuries. 
3. Ask the individual members of the Congregation 

through personal letters, pulpit announcements, 
etc., to subscribe to this worthy endeavor. 

The Committee will be ple~sed to provide you with form 
letters over your personal signature to be sent to the members 
of your Congregation. If you prefer to use these, please 
fill out the enclosed card and return promptly. If you would 
rather send your own letters, you may do so. In any event, 
let us have your support. Send all contributions to the 
above address. Every contribution will be acknowledged from 
this office. 

Trusting that you will give this matter your prompt 
attention, with warmest personal greetings, I am 

Cordially yours, 

HSM:MS Chairman 



OFFICCRS 1930--31 

DAVID PHILIP !: , 1[,ri) r~· I'· ,i,l•nt ~ 
( ' u: 11, I )h I 

DAVID LIJ:FKCWITZ, l'rc idPnt 
1 ·illu , 'rt: ·us 

!ORRIS ~ EWFIELD, 'i1•1• p,.., idt'nt 
I irmingh1 m, Alab:ima 

FELIX A . Lr.VY, Tn•a urer 
\ !,it-a •o, 11 inoi 

ISAAC E MARCIJSON, J!, t'or<lirr~ ::; '(". ·t,11'~ 
:'llal'on, (, eurgia 

J,\MES G. HELLER, 
t, 1 rt pondir S,·cr ·t,,ry 

l itlWIIIHti, (1'8,bbi Louis ,;; olsey t 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Colleague :-

l 
_1,( 1, 1, •. 

chairman Hynma Revision Com., 

" 

EXCC.UTIVE COARD 

EDVARD N. CAL'S H, Hi, I m,,nd, Va, 
FR FOL RICK COHN, Ornah·1, t b. 
r-' G E ,ELOW, ,e\\ York City 

e A M J. FCLOMAN, Hartfonl, C111111. 

Novambe'i' (')r c- o l hin • , 111., 
SAM t M C: l'r \ l« IH<', h. I. 

T\Ven~f,oantn."1 N, tadi on, Wi ,: 

9 
,r ;,f UC'L <C" Ml\ ERBl!RG, h1111 a,; ( ,ty, ..'t1o. 

1 UJuV • s RAPP PORT, Kl'11l hr. Wi . 
IRVING F. REICHERT, t>\" Y01J. Cit) 
MA REICHLER, B,ooklyn, X. Y. 
JI\COB Si c:a.:R, ('111 :igo, llliuoi~ 

I have read over carefully your various letters and those of your 
colleaBues on the Hymnal committee, in which strong objection was made 
against a lotter of mine to you, dated Oct. 29th, in which I infonned 
you of the fact that a letter sont out by a nY.ljority of the Hymnal Com
mittoo on Committee stationery, calling for a straw voto from thoso Con
forenco mombers who had not boon present at tho Providenco convention on 
a certain action of the Conference, had boon brought to tho attontion of 
the Exocutive Board and that as tho letter was not beforo thorn tho E:xec
utivo Bo~rd requested me to invostigato and take appropriato action. 
You and a number of your colloaguos on tho conunittoe have to my doep ro
grot tondorod thoir rosignation from tho Hy11m.al CommittoG, bocauso of my 
letters and tho stand I took. 

I find thet your objection and that of your colloaguos on tho com
mittee cantors about tho two words, " illogal0 and "'llllWarrantad'', as a 
description of tho Corrunittoo's circular. '.rhoso two words I do not find in 
any loytor of mino to you, though I do find thorn in a lottor to Rabbi 
Silvor in answor to a tologrrun of his in which ho usod thoso words. 
Rabbi Silvor ovidontly sont on my lotter to you. Tho words I usod in that 
lotter I find now do not proporly charactorizo tho circular of tho com
mittoo, and I unrosorvodly withdraw thorp as a hasty judgment mado in 
answer to a telegram, and nevor mado in my communications with you. Hovrovor 
unwiso I may think tho lottor wns, it cortninly was not illognl and un
warrantod. 

I am not only sending this lottor to you, but o copy of it to ovory 
member of your committoo and to thoso other mombors of tho Conforonco with 
whan I have bean in corrospondonco on this mattor, namoly Rabbis Philip
son, Nowfiold, Franklin and Silvor. 

May I hL-pO that you nnd thoso mombors of your committoo who rosignod 
with you, in viow of this withdrawal of n hasty judgmont and n looso uso of 
words, may roconsidor your rosigno.tions and continua to c~rry to its com
plotion the important work of the revision of tho Union Hymnal f 

Hoping to hear favorably from you and thoso othor mombors of tho com
mittoo whoso rosignations aro in my hand, and assuring you thot, though I 
mndo a mistako in using cortnin words inn privato lottor, my nction in 
nll this mnttor has boon promptod by nn nrdont dosiro to promoto tho ~ol
fnt-e of our Conferonco nnd thoso things for which it stands, I am vary 

Cordiolly nnd fro.to 



!·' 
I 

f, 
Rabbi Ti-cl Ldlm•l.ta, 
l goo Sou.th Bl1t4., 
Dll11aa, .... 

4e..- Ra~bl Z.tkowl,,1:-

I r...i ve4 a CoP1 of the le, ur which JOU ._, 
to Ba.bbl ol■q. Obaltman of lb• lqDma1 BeYi•i.oa ..,.-Jlmt,Ht, 
tn whlch 7011 re\noltcl ~ou formo obdaoterlaatioe ot tha 
ao\lon of aome mamllff1 ot tba\ coanl\\ee u S.llepl and ua
•anaah4. 

I woultl a,i,reola,e ury anu,b lt 1 011 ••ld let 
m• knoll' <aflnlt•lJ •1--t actioa tbl . ecu.t l•• Board. a\ l\a laa, 
meelt.nc aotullt 41d ,aa 1n lh1• t\ aud what "approprlaM 
aotlon11 you \ook t it• reci-at. 

I am ao thor 11 co ~11\0414 ~, tu u,S.OD 
ot the OOllllllt ,.. u ootb lllepl -and 111l1t'a.r:rantecl and a 
oball-,e to the 10Y1Nlpl7 of the Conter•c• '118' 1t thl 
aa\lon ot the ~xeoutl•• Board la not- auttlolen\1¥ tboff11P
gobg. I aball ,am tbl1 malter • a\ U. nen Gonvctloa of 
the c. o .. 1. and wee a pu11o repa41a,1oa ot the ao,1oa 
ot the com1t,••• It•• • \o me that them 'baa ot tbl 
u,mul. eo.n1,ue who d1d not, •11h to ablde b7 tm cleo1•1oa ot 
\he Contennoe d.14 ihe le11t.cal thlag 1n real.gl:llnc and 1 oaa no, 
llllderalan4 ·-,ov retraetion tor the Nke of pereu41Di them to 
r..ooulder ti.tr rea1pa,1ona. 

s/ 
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OFFICERS 1930-3 1 
E E UTIVE BOARD 

DAV:D P HIL PtON, II ti( ary I' ' :,I,•nt EDWARD N. CALISCH, Hie m1l!ld, Va. 
FREOLRICK COHN, Omnh:. • h. I i • I, ti Uh" I 

DAVID Lt"FKOWITZ, 1'1c. id nt 
llalla , Tc a· 

H. G, ENE LOW, • •, W York City 
I GRAHAM J. FELD IAN, Hartford, (',rnn. 
G GEORGE Fox, hir. •o, I ll. MORRIS N-W ICLD, \'i{'f' l'r ident 

Birn1i11 hum, Alai, ma S MUEL M. GUP, 1'1·0, i,iPIIC'l', It. [ , 
SOLO M ON L l\'IOMAN :\iudi Ott, W i . 

F ELI X A . L F.VY, 'l'rl.n urcr 
SA M UEL 5. MA YEROERG, l ''lhfi Cit), ;\l u. 
J UL I US RAPPAPORT, ,. 11(1 hu, \V is. 

\'hkngo, Illinois 
I SA AC E . MARCUSON, I' l'lll'<ling s •<:rr-ti.n 

\ l:t,·on, (;con:;i.1 
I RV ING F . R !CHERT, j I w York 'ity 
Mt X R ICHLE:R, l:rtH•kl~ 11, • •• Y . 

JA M E S G . H CLL R , 
(\·rrc. pondit1 • . t·1·eta•·y 

l iLH'llll'ati, Or.it. 

J11coa StNGER, Chicui.;o, Illinois 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Tern le, 
E .105th t., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

y dear Silver:-

December, 
~econd, 
1 9 3 o. 

I have your letter of November 28th and regret that you do 
not agree with my retraction to tho Hyrrmnl Revision Committee of 
my statement that appeared jn my letter to you that the action 
of some members of that committee as" illegal" and 11 unwa ranted" • 
This phrase, you will remember, I used only in my letter to you 
and was suggested by your use of it in your telegram to me. 

s I studi ed the letter sent out by some of the m13mbe s of 
the Hynmal Revision Cornro. ittee, I disc overed that ve ·y clear state
ment towards the end of the cirdular let te r assure d those members 
of t he Conference to whom the letter ,as sent, that tho e was no 
attempt made t o cho.nge the decision of the Conference Convention at 
Providence in the matter of Hati ah. Ther-efore, I felt that it could 
not be called an '' illegal action ", now in view of the fact that 
decisions of the Conference should always be of intere t to the mem
bership, could it be called " unwarranted ". I st ill think and so 
told he committoe, that I considered the action'' unwise ", in vie'l 
of the fuct that it would raise i n the minds of some members that there 
was an attempt being made by the ccomittee of the C nference to change the 
will of the Conference as expressed at annual conventions . 

You ask wh~t action the ~xecutive Board took at its last meeting 
on this matte~ The Executive Board , not having the circular letter be
fore it , r 0 quested the Prosident to investigate the matter and take ap
propriate action. I have come to the conclusion that the only action that 



Dr. bba Hillel Silver•••••••••••••••••••• 

can be taken in the premises is an explanation on the part of the Pres
ident of the unwisdom of the circular letter. Of course, theta will be 
opportunity on the part of any member of the Conference to question the 
hole matter; to request the Conference to decide whether the Executive 

Board or tho President acted in a sufficiently thoroughgoine manner in 
this connection; but the thing to remember is that the decision of the 
last Conference on the matter of Ha.tikvah, as in all matters that were 
decided, stands. 

Assurine you that I am fully anxious, as any one of the Con
ference, to maintain the dignity of the Conference in convention assem
bled, and that I am striving to facilitate the business of the Conference 
in the best way that I can, even if it requires a retraction of words 
hastily used, and with very kindest greetings, I am sincerely and 

DL/ar. 



JIDILIDM. § '.lr:JRJEJE '.Ir 'JfJEMJIDJLJE 
K .K .B 'nai Ye ~hurun 

<Cn:wccnNNA'lf'II 
OFFICE 

ISAAC M WISE CENTER 
READING ROAD I!> NORTH CRESCENT AVE 

AVONDALE 
PHONESAVON3 4AND335 

Rabbi James G.Helle r 

Rabbi Abba Hillel 
The emple, 
Cleveland , Ohi o 

Deur .be : 

Deceti1b er 16 , 1 30 . 

ilver, 

You remanber the plan which ,lise '!I.fas orkin. on ~ last year, 
namely , to call a conference of likeminded men o the Conserv~-
tive and Reform in,,s, to consider getting together a eroun, "\_______.:, 
'fhicl would fo .. ul te 9. united pro _,ram of liber 1 re licion ~nd } 
Zionism. ""or vo.rious reasons ,/ise did not c rry 1 t throue:h. In 
my opinion , it has become more necess~ry than ever . I am :riting 
to yourself , I.:ordec·ti i: . Iaplan , Goldrmn , rickner , feslifuan,i •nd 
'i' ise , suggest i ne thnt the seven of us meet in Cleveland on Febru3ry 
5th , as a most central pJ ce , o.nd devote the d .. y to 0rmul~1tine a 
pr_ogrum , nd r.lli.k e plans for call in toc;ether the l·1r er group . 

,f i ll you let r.1.e kno r whether it 111 be possible for you to ttend 
this m~etin~? 

, 1th friendly greetings, I am 

Your 

J GH: . 



o. 34. 1930 

11 r, 
Plum ,ree, .. 1 , 
Cinoinn t1 1 Ohio. 

y ear t 11 rs-

. you r or our 1 t t r of r 16th. 

I . ot inf vor of org laing Zionl t 
e bera in t Cons nat1Ye d form • • unit. I 

belleve it 1• poor tao\lca to• t l t. Our obJ ~t1ve 
ahoul be not to (1Tlde the rioan bbl te 1 to two 1nerpl1 
ditt--.-1• 4 and oppoalt• oup,, t 1n •1nn ontrol over 
11 ezla\1 R u1n1c 1 org 11 tlon• for lonl t o•••• 

t c don no h tlve a 
• • indicated t t l8 1 at c. •. 1n 

Providence. 

t rmore, the or la \1on of Z1on1a, la 
ould man t or n11 tlon or t t1-Z1on1 t 

bla ho • t t e pr act ent unor an11•4. Thi• oul 
follo .. d bt renval of t Z1on1a t. oontroveray hlch ould 

be di tinctly detrimental t th1 a rlowa j ture ln Zlonlat 
n.tf ra. 

t wme that the or anl:a\1on of the Jewl h 
, on surf • t le t, united rlcan Iarael in 
Pal • lne. Thi 11 the central th ht •• t h m r 

t. Le the onu• of br 1 t \ruge upon the ahoulder 
of tho•• t1-Z1on11\ , u la who ound lt vl• bl tor 1D 
uiet while ~arahru.1 wu in control o tle ltu tion d h11• 

l atinlan t lr1 • e ed to proaper d ho now eel t t t tr 
hour h~• &ln come. 

· e 
Jewieh 1 1ty with 
confllcta. 

, not t thl• ttm confuse t mind ot the 
recru acence of polemlc1 d ld ologlo 

1th at wla •• I 

1m: ere 11 ova, 

/IR 



TELEPHONE ATLANTIC 4470 

Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, D. D. 
K.EHILATH ANSHE MAYRIV 

DREXEL BLVD, AT 50TH ST. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 106th street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear friend: 

CHICAGO 

December 24, 
1 9 3 o. 

The Conference decided that we should send 
a complete questionnaire to the members of the Con
ference with regard to the Union Prayerbook. Enclosed 
you will find a copy of the questionnaire which I 
propose to send. 

Will you please go over it carefully, make 
whatever suggestions you desire, and send them to me 
so that I can draw up the questionnaire that will ex
press the opinions of the oommitee. 

Our object must be to elicit frtml the member
ship every possible opinionwith regard to the prayerbook. 

Please let me hear from you as soon as possible. 

Sincerely yours, 
SBF .tr s~f -9 .• /. 



TELEPHONE .ATLANTIC 4470 

Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, D. D. 
KEHILATH ANSHE MAYRIV 

DREXEL BLVD. AT 50TH ST. 

CHICAGO 

Jiarch 3rd, 
1 9 3 1. 

Dea.r friend: 

Some time ago I sent each member of the 
Liturgy Committee a copy of a proposed questionnaire 
asking for suggested improvements or corrections. I 
have received a nmnber of suggestions which I have 
embodied in the questionnaire. Ifyou have no ob
jections, I v1il.l now send the questionnaire to Rabbi 
I.iarcuson to be printed and sent to the members of the 
Conf'erence. If I do not hear from you ·within a week 
I shall send the questionnaire to I.larcuson. 

Since1,ely yours , 

SBF.k b~~ 
rJ 



Cl_.:N1"'Rr L CONI◄"'l~I-~F-.:NCE )f~ Al\itJ◄:RI<~A " 
S(){~IAL JUS'I'I "ll~ C()lVI~ l!SSI t. T 

EDWARD L , ISRACL, CHAIRMAN 

HENRY J . BERKOWITZ 

RUDOLPH I. COFFEE 

ABRAHAM CRONBACH 

MAURICE N, EISENDRATH 

MILTON ELLIS 

HARRY W. ETTEL90N 

G . GEORGE Fox 

EPHRAIM FRISCH 
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AB IS 

SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 

ABRAM HIRSHBERG 

FERDINAND M. ISSERMAN 

SAMUEL KOCH 

EMIi. W . LEIPZIGl!R 

HARRY LEVI 

SAMUEL S . M ... YERBERG 

VICTOR E. REICHERT 

WILLIAM F . ROSENBLUM 

STEPHEN 5 . WISE 

May I ask your ussistance in u 1u,iq_ue vent.ure o.l· our ~ociol Justice 
Comr.iission in cooper~tion with the si1iiilar bod:· of the U. h. . H. r; .. 

For the first tinie in our history we are go:i.nV tu conduct n in<.1.uo ... riul 
seminar under our own r1usr icE->s. Heretofore, we huve done this work ot1ly jo irtly 
with the national .;atholic and Protest nt parties . ie have selecteu Cincinnati 
as the place for the i 11 it ial meeting , nd ,..,hu.rsdlly, Jv~uy 7th HS the clu te. I en
close a copy of our r)rO/';Thm which, as ;von see, constitutes a very fine int ·oduc
tion the w~le proulem of industriHl relations from a social J>oint of view. 

7ill you send iwrIBdiutelv by return mail~ list of about fiity 1 y~ n of 
your corm11nni.ty, preferably Jewish, al though not necessarily onl;r Jews, to whom 
we could send un announcement of this seminar LJnfi an lnviti1tion to attend? Our 
tin~ is very urief and we need this list ut once. 

Secondly, will you !>ersonully Ste whether you cun uttend a.rd brjnrr with ou 
a grou1J of ;rour own lti.;,rmen? "le are intensely interested in the suecess of t ,is 
proe ram becau.se, if it -,oec- over well, it w·i.11 lie the fir::;t of u series which we 
hope to hold in other cornr,iunities throuehout the country. 

' le reuli~.rn full weli that it is ir:1possi1Jle to &et this f(h--eti.t -~· ucross 
unless we can eet the prO})er 1m.1Jl ic i ty. For this we neE:" cl your help . 

Heartiest personal ~reet.i.nt;s . 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Lilver 
'2he 'Vemple, i1..nsel J .oud 
Cleveland, Ghio 

P. . If you wo ,.t.lc 1 ·ke to 11uve some of these pro5r ms for dititr·1J\. ... tion 0roudcust 
among the members of .. our conerel_;'[1tion, und if vou will notif'~l ne or the nwnber th t 
you wish, I will ·end thern to yot ... so thut they cun be encl(,sed in y l ur temple bu.1-
letin. ':1his, of course: does not interfere with the list of fif•1.oy prominent laymen 
of your omnuni ty to whom we mnt to send personal invi tatd.ons. 
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EDWARD L. ISRACL, CHAIRMAN 
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Deur bba: 

( ffi. of the Chuiruuu 
I Jar Sinui T<•n1pl<· 

Bolton u1-ul \\Tilson Sts. 
Bultimorc, ~1<1. 

pril ~2, 1931 

The proc ram which you rec,ived yesterduy had u 

serious mistake in it, due to a bud blU!idor by the 
printer after the proof hud been reu~ correctly. I 
wish you v,ould use your influence to et un ,. r.1e 
eood publicity in the locul presL, both Jewish und 
general. 

P. S. If you huven't yet sent me the list for which 
I asl in my former letter, will ou please do it 
icu,ediately, special delivery? 1.1any thanks. 

abbi Abba Hillel 
The Temple, sel 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ilver 
Road 

SIDNCY E GOLDSTEIN 

ABRAM HIRSHBERG 

F RDINAND M , l59ERMAN 

SAMUEL KOC H 

EM I L W L i!: IPZIG£R 

HARRY LEVI 

GAMUEL 5 . MAY RBIIRG 

V I CTOR E , REICHERT 

WILLIAM F ROSENBLUM 

STEP H E N S WIS£ 
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EOWARD N. CALISCH, Richmond, Va. 
FREDCRICK COHN, Omnhn, ... 'eb. 
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You will undoubtedly reme .ber that a _ ... e tinu .. as 
he d .:. l'l Phi ade hia b ./ va1, io • i.3 ~ c. --t ib 7ho iere into res te ~ 
ln .Jhe Sunc a - Se v .i.cE- , an "' c1.... a. e suJ. t f that Cortr. i tte , 
the Executive Pon.rd at or· !0eC us Lo •71• ·_11;·, a 1e1."! ~ naa. 11 '"'erv:·.ce . 
In 1ritin ~ servl~e , I shoulJ liYe to have the clo~e coo)e 1

-

ation of th s& v:1 o conduct a SU1 ... da Se11vice an he .. ce ar·e . ost 
nte ... -. ·, ,, ·ec. in tht tas -• I v;ould li e to send the nclose etter 

to t,_e.l , but r.hal~ r_ot Co so u11l c s --ol apJrove . If c"'o not .L-0a., 
ro.111 ;o nithin a \7e 1 , I SJ. a. l ake the __ 11; 1·t o ... as..,1.uni~--G that 

you ov . • 

second as to o • 11 e. £•t t the Con.fe1"cnce thin ear • 
. ~. e have r•eceiv~d . o t encotu a l:1.t; ponse to ou.2 queotion-
nalre . Fo1 t .,-- t ·10 f our membePs ·l v n .r tl~ ~ , ten deto.l d , and 
l,•.rent,, - one br.icf - ) la.ve r·es.ontl d , lt1ich ls a lne _. • 1lt. Ho·::-
e 1e1 , 1 an.. of t 1e ort ·1t 11b 1be11s and of ice ... ~ f Lhe Son.£\; 1encu 
have noL 0t res Jon -d . It seems t .l, L .. at · -;t, e. ... ·~ ju tif ' ol n 
the h litt e more tu~lnc; at t.is co.1~11 ConventioL 
of t e r1011fe 1 cnce ·;e shall be t 1116 to ect man .. ore inpor·tart 
rec- c,nscs . ·rr c.. ":!.ll be bette:::i nr·& .1.:i~r - •• 1 ''hr_ ·-ny 
.recedinL revi :o 1 c runlt. e if ·e get co1 ide : 1io s of th 

.c1e. • orit, of t· 1e Jo-1ference . I woulC I l;ho1·t.:fo ... e , to 1a ve our 
r por•t; to t, c Confere1 ce this ea cons · ... t me1" 1 - o <.,;. statene1 t 
of _ov· man r•e s onsc..; re ha e got ten • 1.d _ o·~· e ncouria ·L L t e 
resu lts a1'e and a ea to tho rest of the Co.1fe11en e to <r i ve us u 
an hour or t • o o~ t 1eir time in ns,:e 1·1 • the c t~cst nna i 1"e . ~- e 
1. [;ht e. so inc utle a i st o those -rho have alread res onded . 
It seems to me t.1.1.0.t it is ·vorth·:hile .al ing an effort to get a 
ail"l • com l ete sponse I es ev i e .. 1 s nee w have do::: so ,el: 

thus fa.r. 

t .. lb 

soon as po&~ ble 
a.1 1 J:'e orts in e 

(.,al., from "ou with ree;ard to 
because the Exe ,..1.t:!.ve >Oa rd 

r l • 

l att 
to 

• OU tl you e [;OOd el OU[.,h to ·1rite th s ·,eel~? 
o.1p •eciac it . 

as 
ave 

1 
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of 

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 

A 

Symposium 

Under the joint au pices of the 

COMMIS IONS ON SOCIAL JUSTICE 
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CENTRAL CO FERENCE O AMERICAN RABBIS 
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THURSDAY, MAY SEVENTH 

N1N TE HuNDI o A o THIRTY ONE 

The public is cordially in ited to all e i ns. Nv registration fee. 



MORNING SESSION AFTERNOON SESSION 

10 o'clock 2 o'clock 

Collective Bargaining Unemployment 

DR. I. M. RUBINOW, Presiding MR. SAMUEL A H, Presiding 

The Employer and Collective Bargaining tabilization of Industry 

MR. ALDERT HARMAN, Nash Tailoring Company MR. R. R. D EUPREE, Pre .. , T he Proctor &- Gamble Company 

The American Federation of Labor 
Public Works 

MR. ]AMES W1Lso , Pres., 1 nternational Brotherhood of Pattern Makers 
MR. DAR 1 J. M ESJ- RO LE Pres., Tat/. Unemployment Lraguc 

The Amalgamated Clothing \Y/ orkers of America Unemployment Insurance 

MR. JosEPII CHLOSSBERG, Genl. Secy-Treas., A. C. W. DR. lsADOR LUBIN, Brookings luslilttfirm, Wahington D. C. 

Discussion Discussion 

EVENING SESSION 

8 o'clock 

The Social Philosophy of Judaism 

JUDGE RoBERT MARKS, Presiding 

Introductory Statement ...... ..... ....... .. .......................................... RABBI EDWARD L. ISRAEL, Chairman, Commission on Social Justice, C. C. A. R. 

The Rabbi and Social Justice ............................. ............................... .DR. ABRAHAM CRONBACH, Prof. of Social Studies, Hebrew Union Colleg, 

The Jewish Layman and Social Justice .................................... MR. M1L ORD TERN, Chairma11, Commission on Social Justice, U. A. H. C. 
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TEPHEN S. W1 E, New York, N. Y. 
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May 12th~ 
1 9 3 1. 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE LITURGY COMMIT'rEE : 

Dear Colleague _ 

I am enclosing a suggested draft for 
the report of our Committee to the Conference 
this year. Will you be good enough to give 
me your opinion of it? If i~ satisftes you 
as it stands, will you pleasd simply sign 
your name to it and return the signed copy 
to me in the enclosed self-addressed stamped 
envelope? 

Vii th be st wi,-_-she s., 
' 

Sincerely yours, 

Chairman; Liturgy Committee. 

SBF.lsk 



CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
of 
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TIME AND PLACE OF CONVENTION 

A you were previously notified the next convention of the onfer
ence will be held at Wawasee, Indiana, June 17-21, 1931. Wawa ee i on 
the B. & 0. Railway, twenty miles frcm Fort Wayne, Ind'ana. Men com
ing from the East or West will go directly to Wawasee on the B. & 0. 
Those from the South will find it mo t convenient to come through Fort 
Wayne. From Cincinnati the Penn ylvania lea es at 9 :00 A. M. arriving 
at Fort Wayne at 2 :05 P. M. Central Standard Time. There are everal 
other trains from Cincinnati. Arrangements have been made to tran port 
the members from Fort Wayne to Wawa ee. Rabbi Markowitz will be in 
charge of thi transportation and reque t that the members let him know 
when they will arrive in Fort Wayne. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

There will be a meeting of the Executive Board at the pink-\Vawa
see Hotel beginning Tuesday, June the 16th at 9 :00 A. M. 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN NOTICE 

The Executive Board ha decided that all committee report shall b 
pre ented to the Conventi n in printed form. In order to accompli h this 
report mu t b in the hand of th yearbook editor before June 1 t. Plea e 
send your report to your committ e o that it may be igned by at lea~t 
half of the member or it cannot be pre ented to the Convention. Plea c 
note this carefully so a to avoid unplea antnes . All reports which are 
not submitted in time shall nJt be read at the Convention. 



REVISION OF THE UNION PRAYER BOOK 
Have you filled out and returned the questionnaire submitted by the 

Liturgical Committee on the Revision of the Union Prayer Book. Les. 
than fifty replies have been received. The Committee cannot carry out the 
will of the members unless these questionnaires are returned. PleaRe do 
so promptly. 

COMMITTEE ON SOLICI'fATION OF FUNDS 

The President urges that every member cooperate with Rabbi Mar
golis in gathering funds for the relief of colleagues and scholars. Are you 
doing your best to increase this fund? 

MEMBERS ATTENDING THE CONVENTION 
Letters have been sent to all presidents of congregations urging that 

the expense of the rabbi in attending the convention shall be met by the 
congregation. It is earnestly hoped that this will make p,~ssible the larg
l'si meeting that the conference has ever had. 

PROGRAM OF CONVENTION 
A tentative program of the convention is included herewith. Please 

note the interesting items which will be presented. 

~!UESTIONNAIRE OF THE WORLD UNION 
A questionnaire of the World Union is enclosed. Please fill out one 

yourself and urge th ,2 members of your congregaticn to fill out the other 
copies. 

HOTEL FOLDER 
A folder of the Spink-Wawasee Hotel is also enclosed. The hotel is 

making a flat rate of $8.00 a day, American plan for the period of the 
Convention. This rate will apply whether there be one or two in the r c•Jm. 
As the number of single rooms is limited, try to arrange to share a room 
with some friend. 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
A list of applications for membership is also enclosed. Please study 

these names carefully and if you have objections, please notify the Re
cording Secretary so that the matter may be presented to the Executive 
Board. I am sure it it not necessary to assure you that your communica
tion will be considered confidential. 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
Your attention is called to the fact that action will be taken on the 

~mendments to Article III, Sections 1 and 2 relating t o membership which 
was cJnsidere<l in a resolution which was presented at the last convention . 

GRAMMAR BABYLONIAN ARAMAIC 
Attention is called to a grammar Babylonian Aramaic by Caspar 

Levias, indi pensible to the study of the structure of the Babylonian Tal
mud, issued under the auspices of the Alexander Kohut Foundation and 
published by the Bloch Publishing Company. (Price $3.50) 



GROUP INSURANCE 

The Special Committee of the Executive Board that has be n tudying 
Group In urance for the members of the Conference, will pre ent a plan of 
$2,500.00 insurance available to all members of the Conference under the 
age cf sixty-six. Thi Group Insurance with low prem~um should appeal 
to all members of the Conference. Be prepared to consider the plan seriou -
ly at the forthc :;ming Conference at Wawasee. 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following names will be presented to the Executive Board for 
l\1embership. 

Name 

Solomon Frank 

Ferdinand K. Hirsch 

Shalom B. Maximon 

LLB 
falo, 
toba 

Training P sition Held 

University of Buf- A st. Temple Beth 
M. A. U. of Mani- Zion, Buffalo. Rabbi 

'Temple Beth David, 
Buffalo, 1925-26. 
Congregation Shaar
ey Zedek, Winnepeg, 
Canada, since 192G 

Hebrew Union College 
1902-06 

Bessemer, Ala. 
Athen , Ga. 
Sumter, S. C. 
Monroe, La. 

Registrar Hebrew 
Union Colleg 

Graduate of Cla s of 1931, Hebrew Union College, Jewish Institute 
of Religion, who may apply. 

If you have any objection to the election of these applicants kindly 
inform the ecretary. Any information furnish d will of cour be con
fsidered strictly confidential. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSO 

Recording Secretary 
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D nr colleague: 

I am dding the follori.g ent nee to the 
Liturey co . ittee eport: 

shall 

SBF . k 

"The t k of prepa.1--inb a SW1da Se1--vice 
nitu.al l been refer ed to this co ittee , 
and the committee will o t v,ork immediately 
ln the fall after co1sultlng the members of 
L,he Conference •1ho con u t SmtJ ay Service 11

• 

If I do 1ot hear from ou t o the contrary, I 
end th sentence to our report . 

Since ely 0 I 

Cha irma.n, Liturgy ornmittee . 



Dea1') friend : 

You v1ere present at a meetlng 
in Phi .. adelphia in January to c1lscuss the uesblon 
of a new ritual for Sunday Services . As a result 
of that mee·ting the Executive Board directed the 
p_ ayerbook Comr'l.:i.ttee of the Confe1'lence , of ·.rhich 
I have the honor to be chairrnan, to take steps 
towards the preparation of a new Sunday Service . 

In order tha:b. an adequate Sun-
day Service be provided, I should like to keep in 
touch v1ith all of you v,ho v1ere resent at that 1r1eet
ine; . 

Hill you please tell me what , in 
your opinion, such a serv lee should be li.-ce , what 
it should contain, and which part of its present 
contents in the Union Prayerbook Servlces it is not 
necessary to retain, also ., are ou ~ i lin to vn•ite 
s01,1e art of the services if called upon? It i a 
little too late to prepare a su:.i.table service this 
season but if we get sufficient suggestions and 
help from those :uiost interested, it ·will be possible 
to have the services ready in the fall . 

SBF .k 

Sincerely ou1')s , 

Signed Solomon B. Freehof , 
Chairman, Liturgy Comr:1ittee . 
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C•:N"f llAL CONFERENCE OF AMERIC.t-\N RABBIS 
EDWARD L . ISRAEL, CHAIRMAN 

HENRY J . BERKOWITX 

RUDOLPH I. COFFEE 

ABRAHAM CRONBACH 

MAURICE N . EISENDRATH 

MILTON ELLIS 

HARRY W . ETTELSON 

G . GEORGE Fox 
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6AMUEL H. GOLDENSON 

Dear Colleague: 

O!Iice of n~corcling s ~crcl'Ol'!J 
204 Buford Place 

Macon, Gu. 

SIDNEY E. GOL DSTEIN 

ABRAM H I RSHBERG 

FERD I NAND M . ISSERMAN 

SAMUEL KOCH 

EMIL W . LEIPZIGER 

HARRY LEVI 

SAMUELS , MAYERB ERG 

VICTOR E. REICHERT 

WILLIAM F. ROSENBLUM 

STEPHEN S. WISII 

After a thorough investigation, the Conference Committee 
on Insurance is convinced that the Union Pension Plan is most feas
ible and advantageous. By its terms, the members are assured of a 
fixed income in old age. Toward the payments of the annual prem
ium, the Union agrees to contribute the sum of ten dollars per year 
for every year's service in the ministry from the time of graduation 
to the year 1927, an annual contribution of no inconsiderable 
amount. 

In respect to the year when this annuity shall begin, the 
original Plan suggested the age of 68. As a matter of fact, the 
annuity may commence AT ANY AGE the applicant desires, it being 
clearly understood that the earlier the age when the annuity shall 
begin, the proportionately less annuity will be paid to the indi
vidual. 

Should any members feel that they are unable personally to 
carry their share of the premium, at least for the purchase of a 
minimum annuity of $2400, an arrangement might be made to reduce 
the present minimum by one half, to an annuity of $1200. Of course, 
the annuity is available in LARGER AMOUNTS and may be had, in units 
of $100, at the same rate of cost. 

We are anxious to see this Pension Plan put into early oper
ation. To this end, we are circularizing the members so as to draw 
up a definite report of our position for presentation to the Union, 
at the forthcoming Philadelphia Convention. 

Will you please co-operate with the Committee by answering 
the questions on the enclosed card and mailing the same promptly? 

Cordially, 

SAMUEL M. GUP, 
Chairman. 
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