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NEWS RELEASE Juno 30, 1933 

Taking a vory dofinito stand on certain critical social issues, tho Control 

Conforonco of .A.":lorloa:-i . r..u.·!;b::.s, no•lting at MllWE\u.koo, Wiaoonsin on June 23rd, unani­

cously approvod t~a roport of its focial Justica Cor:i.~ission, prosontod by tho ohair­

t:ian, Rabbi Ed,vard L. Isr~o:. H~~ Ein~i Congregation, .BD.ltinoro. 

With a frankness tragic~lly u~i~uo aoong roligious deno~inations, tho Confor­

once singlod out rno~bors cf i~~ o,wi faith for oondon.~ation. It donouncod S\VOat shop 

oondi tions in gonoral 1 fl1"1?' 1)l?OS t.t10 wldasproad broakd.o\·111 ot ,'that 11 ttlo romins of 

industrial sta.ndarc'l.s, bu.t i'.; r-po~i:fic~lly turnad its attontion to ttombors of tho 

Jo~ish group vJho waro guilty cf t~oso ~oprohonsiblo labor practioos, It said: 

"In addition to our gonorn.l donunciation of all s\·100.t shop onployora, \70 ospeoia.lly 

oondor.m such a?'lployers of this typo n.s !:lay bo Jows and cleolo.ro that in our judgr.iont 

thoy roprosont an olornent unworthy of mooborship in a group \"lhioh has hold for 

thousands of yoars tho social idoals of Israol. 

Thoro has boon r:ru.oh discussion oonoorning tho caso of lw.bbi Bonjar.iin Goldstoin 

of Montg~ary, Alabar.-, ~hoso difficultios ~1th his oongrogation ca..';10 to a clLr.iax 

\lhGn ho ~as ordorod to dosist all activities in tho Scottsboro and Tallapoosa ca.sos. 

Rabbi Goldstein, rofusing, wos told toot ho could not b~ rolloctod. Tho Social Jus­

tioo Con:1ission of tho Contra1 Conforonoo of A.~orican Rabbis was askod by cortain 

leadors of tho Uontgonory cor.ir.iu.nity to r.iako an i:.1partial invostig~tion beforo it 

passGd final j~dgoont on tho ~rits of tho caso botwoon rabbi and oongrogation. 

Such an invostigation has boon ordorod. Howovor, against tho background of thoso 

diffioultios tho Cantral Conforonco issuad a doolaration in which it oxprossod 

"oondomnation of conditions oxisting in sovoral sootions of our land which sooti to 

offar evidonco of tho inability of tho Noero to socuro ooonor.iic or o1v11 justica." 

It urgod tho suPPort of those who fought against those conditiom, ospocially by 

roligious groups and addod: "Roga.rdloss of tho ronotionnry prossuro of onvironmont, 

suoh social action is the only course oonsistont with a high standard of social and 

roligious idoaliw:l." I.long tho sa?:10 lino, tho Conforonoo roitor2.tod oertn.in dof1-

n1to principlos oonoorning the freodon of tho pulpit in thoso uncistaknblo ter.nas 



SOCIAL JUSTICE DECLARATIONS ADOPTED BY 
CENTRAL CONFERmCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS AT MILWAL1CEE, WISCONSIN, JUNE 1933. 

I. One of the most horrible aspects of the present economic crisis is the manner 
in which unsorupulous employers are broaking down wl13,t li ttlo standards remain in 
the field of labor. Impartial invostignti0ns have ost,e.blishud tho faci that in 
many plaoos throughout tho la.nd, end es:900::..a.lly in cortain toxtilo industrios in 
tho Eastorn industrial stato~, swoat shop co~ditions of an al~ost unboliovable typo 
aro incroasing. Labor oxploitation of tho vilest sort is prdctiood. 

Wo unal tarably condemn t!1v sv pr act icos and urgo thu t ovary ass i stn.nco bo given 
govornment officials, fa:.r omploycrs and labor load~:t·s in their offorts to dostroy 
thoso conditions. In ndd.ition to our gona~al donunciation of all sweat shop amploy­
ors, wo espocially condomn cuch omployors of this typo o.s may bo Jews am doclure 
that in our judgmant thoy roprosont an olomont unvJOrthy of momborship in a group 
which has hold for thouoands of years the social idoals of Israol. 

II. Wa view with groat rogrot tho wid~sproad failure of state logislaturos during 
the pa.st fow months to oopo offoctivGly with probloms of child labor, old ago pen­
sions, unemploymont inauranco and oth~r aspects of social legislation. Particu­
larly do wo d~plore tho ropoatod dofoats of unumploymcnt insurnnco bills in various 
statos. It would soem as though thoso in control of presont political and. economi­
cal socioty wero unwilling to tako tho most consorvativo stop in any program of 
social roconstruction. Wo cormnond our foderal govornmcJnt for tho contrasting so­
cial attitudo it has shown in ~any instqncos and urgo that such constitutional 
moasuros bo adoptod as vdll fncil~tato tho sproad of thoso social mG3suros a~ong 
tho individual statos. WG fool that wo live in a critical poriod in vhich only 
intolligont logislative action along progressivo social linos will avoid tho out­
broa.k of a loss ordorly and intolligont strugglo for justioo. 

III. We, the Central Conforenco of Amorican Rabbis, oxpruss our doop concern vnth 
and condomnation of conditions oxisting in sovoral sections of our land vihich soum 
to offor ovidonco of tho inability of tho Negro to socuro ooonomic or civil justico. 
Wo urg0 th.at in tho intorest of truo religious idealise and sound Amoric~n domoc­
racy theso injustioos bo abolishod. Wo hoartily CO!".lrJond thoso vmo aro laboring 
in this spirit to bring about truo justico. 

Tho dor.ia.nds of r social justice ara al~ost inovitn.bly unpopular among reaction­
ary forcos of bigotry and oconor:iic oxploitation. Wo call ospocin.lly upon congroga­
tivns of a.11 faiths to r~rnist thrJ prossuro of those anti-social forces to tho o:{tont 
of supporting thoir loadors in their activitios in bohalf of a porsvcutod raco. 
Rcgardloss of tho rouotio?lll.ry prussuro of onvironmont, such social action is tho 
only course consistont vith a high standard of social and roligious idoalism. 

Wo, tho ContrD.l. Confornoco of Anorican Rabbis, roiturato that portion of our 
Social Justico Prcgrn~ which proclai~s not only tho right but tho duty of, froo 
pulpit. Congregations in Isr~ol must understand that tho social conscionco of 
Judaism is vory of ton dircc tly inco::1pn.tiblo with v1idospron.d nccoptotl projudicos n.nd 
private intarosts. Tho pulpit r:,ay not be frustrated by intinidation in its honost 
exprossion of those froquontly unpopular points of viow. Tho Jo'1ish pulpit nust 
not bo r.iado an echo of tho comfortablo projudicos and convontiona.l bigotries of tho 
day. Moroovor, tho froadon of tho pulpit oxtonds to all activities of tho rabbi 
in tho cor.miuni ty. HorG by his aotLms, as wall as in tho pulJ.)i t by his v,mrds, ha 
must ~ollow tha sound diotatos of tho spiritual and social idoals of Judaisn if ~o 
aro to continue as a pD&itive roligious forco in tho world. 

IV. A situation has arison in Montgocury Alaba":la whur~ an issuo of raco projudioo 
and the rights of rabbinical oxprossion in~such r.iattors appear to be involved. ~ 

careful preliminary oxanination has disclosod u very cor.'l!)lox ccnditi0n. Tho Mont­
gOf!lery congrogation has askod our Conforonca,should our body dosiro to considor tho 
othios of tho ~1attor, to !':lflko a dotailod invustigation. This Conforonco, actuated 
by tho twofold motivo of fairnoss to tho oongrognti.:;n o.nd a doop zo11l for tho froo­
dor.1 of tho rabbina.to, allcopts tho invitation of Congregation Both Or of Montgonol'Y• 
Tho Exocutivo CoI:lr.littoe of tho Confaronco is horoby authorized to appoint a ~or.nit­
tao reproaonting tho Social Justioo Cotni.s&ion and the Exocutivo Boa.rd to !!lalco auch 
an invostigation and to publish its findings undor tho Joint authority of thoso two 
bodios. 



"Congregations in Israel must understand that the social conscionca of Judo.ism is 

very ofton dirootly incompatiolo with widospraad aoooptad projudicos and privato 

intorosts. Tho pulpit may not bo frustrat~d by intimidation in its honest oxpros­

sion of thoso froquontly unpopular points of view. Tho Jowish pulpit must not bo 

ma.do an ocho of the oomfortnblo projudicos and vonvantional bigotriGs of tho day. 

With rogard to tho ''New Doa.l" as oxprossed in tho Industrial Rovovery Act, tha 

rabbis gavo voico to thorr comm.andation of tho forv1ard looking policios of tho Ad-
. I 

ministration. Thoy pointod out tho fact, howovor, that tho Industrial Rovovory Act 

is docidodly vaguo and can oasily fall into the hands of roactionary trado organiza­

tions. Tho ossonoe of tho roal spirit of the Act, according to tho rabbis, lios 1n 

the protootion of labor and tho actual participation of organizod labor in tho rogu­

lation and control of industry. Long timo ago in thoir Social Justice Program, the 

Central Confor~nce of ~morican Rabbis laid dovm tho principle thD.t tho mn who in­

vosts his lifo in an industry through toil has at loast oqual rights in that indus­

try with tho man who invosts his monoy. With spooific rofaronco to tho Industrial 

Rocovery logislation, tho rabbis said: "Wo boliovo in such logislation as will 

effactivoly manage production and distribution. Wo also boliovo that such a program 

plncos upon governmont a rosponsibility ~hioh cannot bo dolegatad to socuro adoquate 

living wages, d'finito labor roprosentntion in tho rranago~nt of industry, and a 

propor social control of our prosont profit systom." 

Tha oxcusos given in tho various statos for tho failure to accodo to thG driva 

for unornploy::i.9nt insurance in particular and other social logislation in goneral 

this past wintor appaar to tho r~bbis a particularly obnoxious froo ot othical oon­

dacity. Co..."'1.'!nrcial organizations havo fought social insuranco in tho stato logis­

laturos on tho grounds that it would raiso conpotitivo difficultios for tho statos 

adopting thoso laws. Tho othical condaoity is obvious in tho fact that thoso samo 

forcos have opPosod ihoso laws whon thoy woro fought for nationally, applying 

equally to all atatos. The Central Confaronco of Amo~ico.n Rabbis nado this state­

nant in parti "It would seer.i that those in control of pr<lsont poli tifa.l and eoo­

nomioal socioty woro unwilling to to.ko tho r.10st consorvativo stop in any program 

of social reconstruction. Wo oornr.iand our fodernl govor:nr:Mlnt for tho contrasting 

sooial attitudo it has sho\m in oony instancos and urgo that su.oh constitutiono.l 

OJasuros bo adoptad as will faoilitato tho sproad of thoso social :1easuros al!long 

tho individual statos. Wo fool that ~o livo in a critical poriod in which only 

intolligont legislat1vo action along progrossivo social linos will a.voicl the out­

broak of a less ordorly and intolligont strugglo for Justioa. 



CENTRAL C CE OF AMERI A RABBIS 
j 111,or.~,y Prl'•lllll'llt, : DAVID PHILIPSON, 'incmnat1. Ohio; JOSEPH STOLZ , \' hicuito. Ill. 

OFFICERS 1932-33 

MORRIS NEWFIELD, Pre i<lent 
Uirminghum, Alabama 

SAMUEL H. GOLDENSON , Vict'-l're~ident 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

DAVID MARX , Trea, urer 
Atlanta, Georgia 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON , Recordin1,; Secretary 
Macon, C'.eorgia 

HARRY S . MARGOLIS , CorrP~pon<ilnf.! :::iPC'rPtary 
St. Paul, Minn. 

, 0 I I, ,) \ " "l'IUK 'OlDUSSIO~ 

EDWARD L. ISRAEL, 
Chairman 

PHILIP S . BERNSTEIN, 
Vice-Chairman 

HENRY J , BERKOWITZ 

MOSES BUTTENWIESER 

RUDOLPH I. COl'P'EE 

ABRAHAM CRONBACH 

MORRIS M . FEUERLICHT 

G . GEORG!:: Fox 
EPHRAIM FRISCH 

SAMUEL H . GOLDENSON 

SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 

FERDINAND M . ISSERMAN 

EMIIL W . LEIPZIGER 
LOUIS L . MANN 
SAMUEL S. MAYERIIERG 

WILLIAM F . ROSENBLUM 

STEPHEN 5. WISE 

llabbi Abba Hillel 
East 105th St. at 
Clevland, Ohio 

Dear Babbi ilvera 

.. 
() ce ot the Chairman 

Hor Sinai Temple 
lolton and \VilRon Sts. 

Baltimore, Md. 

Silver 
nael Rd. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

EOWARO N . CALISC H, Richmond, Va. 
H. G . ENELOW, New York City 
LEON FRAM , Dl'troit. Mich. 
EDWARD L. ISRAEI.. , Ilaltimore, M<l. 
DAVID LEFKOWITZ, Dnlla,i , Tex. 
FELIX A . LEVY , Chicago, 111 . 
::iAMUEL H . MARKOWITZ, Fl. Wn:. nt•, Ind. 
JULIAN MORGENSTERN , Cincinnati, Ohio 
IRVING F . REICHERT , • an Frnnl'i~co, C'al. 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Clev land, Ohio 
STEPHEN s. WISE , ew York ity 
Louis WOLSEY , Phill\delphia, Pa. 

August 22, 1933 

Even though, as you state, you are no lo er a member 
of the Executive Bo rd of the c.c.£.R., I am l d you re­
ceived a copy of our roposed Meaaa e. Nhile I do not en­
tirely agree with your oritioisms, I find them extremely 
valuable and shall certainly taAB them into account in 
formulating the final atatenent of the Message. 

Cordial per onal greetings. 

Sincerely, 



Hochschule fur die Wissenschaft des Judentums 

Herrn 

Das Lehrerkollegium 

.... .,,,.,11111Hll!llll11lllllll11111tlll"lm .. , ... -

BERLIN N 24, den 18. September 1933 
Artillerie-Stra8e 14 

D~.Abba Silver 

Sehr geehrter Herr Doktor Silver! 

The Temple 

E. 105 Street and 
Anselroad 

C 1 e v e 1 a n d 
==- ----------- ---. __ 

Mit dem Dank ftir <l ie freundliche Uebersendung des Buohes,das ioh 

mit grosser Freude gelesen habe,habe ich bis zu Ihrer Rti,ckkehr aus Buro­

pa gewartet.Ioh nehme an,dass Sie jetzt wieder zu Hause eingetroffen 

sind und verbinde mit meinem herzlichen Dank die beaten tinsche fiir das 

neue Jahr.lob benutze die Gelegenheit Qfil mich in einer wichtigen Angele­

genheit an Sie zu wenden. 

Heute erhalte ich die aufregende ~achrioht,dass die C.C.A.R. be­

schlossen haben soll,vier Subventionen van jet 2500,- fiir jtidische Ge­

lehrte aus Deutschland zu zahJ.en,und dass Baron die Leute auswahlen sollr 

Ioh kann mir nicht denken,dass das stimmt.Wenn die CC AR Geld tibrig 

hat und ausgeben will,werden ihr doch in erster Reihe die Rabbinerbil­

dungsanstalten am Herzen liegen,die heute alle vor dem Untergang stehen. 

1933 hat die jtidische Gemeinde Berlin sie gerettet,aber in Zukunft kann 

die Gemeinde diese Opfer nicht bringen,und wir wissen alle nicht,was 

aus den Anstalten und den Mensohen,die an ihnen tatig sind,werden sell. 

Hier ware die C C A R ~~1 erster Reihe berufen zu helfen,die Erhaltung 

der jtidischen issenschaft und jtidischen Theologie bildet doch ihr pri-

me.res Interesse.Wenn bis Ende 1933 fur die Hochsohule der Betrag von 



van t 2500,- in drei Raten einginge, tirde das Defizit gerade gede ~ 
werden konnen.4n das Jahr 1934 wagen wir noch garnicht zu denken. 

Ioh weiss nicht,oh die CC AR auch ftir das orthodoxe Se ­
minar eintreten wird,sie konnte den Rabbinerverband,der Unitee(synagoges 
heranziehen und Qenen die Sorge fiir die Orthodoxen tiberlassen,selbst 
ftir die Niohtorthpdoxen sorgen. 

Und nooh eina.Die Verteilung konnte die CC R uns hier 
anvertrauen; wenn sie selbst uns,die wir daran interessiert ind,aus­
schliessen will,konnten Manner,wie Baeok,Seligmann und Vogelstein die 
Gewa.hr der Unparteiliohkeit bieten.Jemand,der nu~ gelegentlich he ein­
wchaut,kann die Verhaltnisse nicht ubersehen. 

Herzliche Grtisse auch von meiner Frau 

' der Ihre 



Dr. Samuel Qoldenaon, 
C D&re& t.ion iodet Sbalom, 
4i06 6 h A•••, 
Pl\ \1burp t Pa. 

7 dear Dr. Qol~nao1u 

lam enclo•l herew1\h le\\er 
which 1 receive4 from Dr. QQt\oJaD of '11• Bech1cbul• 
tv.r dle aaenachaf, de1 Jwtentm1. lD Berlin. 
I t,hlnk t, ~re la con 1 r bl rl\ in wbe\ he 

AT•• You 1gb, w1ah \o br1 ,. \h11 .. ,, lJP 
b fore th ezeov.\l••• ot th• Cont ? eao•• 

1th a J 
hap n y 



CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
Honor: ry Pn•:id nt,;; DAV!C PHILIPSON, Cito!'innali, Ohio; SAM UCL SCHULMAN, . 'l•w Yn1 k; JOSCPH STOLZ, 'hica)l"O, Ill. 

OFFICERS 1933-34 

SAMUEL H. GOLCENSON, Pr ,j,J nt 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

FELIX A. LEVY, Vice-Pr!'. id nt 
Chicago, Ill. 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Tr a ·ur r 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, R<'corcling Seer tary 
Macon, Georgia 

SAMUEL M. GUP, Conesponding Secretary 
Columbus, Ohio Office of Presid nt 

4905 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dr. bba Hillel ilver, 
The Temple, 
Est 105th Street t nsel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silve r: 

EXECUTIVE BOARC 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER, ti Vl.'land, 0. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER , l'hilad •h,hia, Pa. 
LEON FRAM, Detroit, Mich. 
SAMUEL HIRSHBERG, 1ilwuuk<'C, Wis. 
ECWARC L. ISRAEL, l:ultimore, Md. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jack ~o n, Mifis. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, int'innati, 0. 
SAMUEL H. MARKOWITZ, Ft. Wayn ' Ind. 
MORRIS NEWFIELC, J:irmingham, Ala. 
MARIUS RANSON, 1-,a,it Orange, N. J. 
IRVING F. REICHERT, San Franrii;co, al. 
STEPHEN s. WISE, ew York ity 

. ns1:,ering ycur letter of October 2, let me 
say at am fun ar -irg Dr. G ttm ' s let~ r o ab i 
Newfield, who is especially conversant v ith tl.is matter and 

hen 1ill discus ·t at the Exec ivv .t:1oar 11,eeti.ng in n f w 
weeks. 

the 1~ y 
• i t.ri personal ""reet • nr; s and be st 

, I 
or 

Sincerely yours, 

SHG:A~ 



CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
Hono.-al y Pre ·idents; 0AV ! 0 PHILIPSON , inrinn:iti, Ohio; SAMUEL SCHULMAN , New York; JOSCPH STOLZ , Chicaf.{o, Ill. 

OFFICERS fl.!3 3-34 

SAMUF.L H. GoLDENSON , President 
Pittsbur1-th , Pa. 

FELIX A . LEVY, Vice-President 
ChiCUf.{0, Ill. 

HARRY s . MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
t. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E . MARCUSON , n cording Seer tary 
Macon, Georgia 

SAMUC:L M . Gul" , Cone~11ond ing Secretary 
Columbus, Ohio Office of President 

4905 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

October 9• 1933. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 106th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Ky dear Dr. Silver: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

BARNETT R. BRI CK NER, 'I veland, 0. 
WILLIAM H . FINESHRIBER , Philadelphia, Pa. 
LEON FRAM , Detroit, Mich. 
SAMU E L HIRSHBERG, Milwaukee, Wis. 
EDWARD L. I SRAEL, Baltimorc, Md. 
MEYER LOVITT , Jackson, Miss. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, 0. 
SAMUEL H . MARKOWITZ, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
MORRIS NEWFIELD, Birmingham, Ala. 
MARIUS RANSON , f..m;t Orange, N. J. 
IRVING F . REI CHERT, San Francisco, Cal. 
STEPHEN S . WISE, N<>w York City 

I am enclosing hereWi th Rabbi Newfis ld •a 
answer to my letter. Thia wil 1 give you the oorre ct informa­
tion whi oh you may tranami.t to Dr. Guttman, whose letter I am 
returning. 

With personal greetings, I am 

Sincere 1y your s, 

//, 

SHG:AS 



Oc\ober 11, 1933. 

Dr. catuaaa, 
Bochaclmle tor dle l ••enacbaf, dea Judentama, 
Berlin, hrDlalll'. 

I•• \ter, happy \o ncein 7our letter of 
Sept.•ber 18th and t.o mow tbal 7ou and 7our dear wlte 
are wll. 

I ,ook up lb• ••ter lo whloh 7011 refer with 
Dr. Qold•n•n• prealdenl of the lenlral Conterenoe of 
J.merlcan bl•• Ba, ln ,un, corna-ooaded w1 th labbl 
Infield wbo • bia lmma41ate pre ce aor ln offlce. 
I • enoloal berewllb a COP7 of the letter which iabbl 
lnfteld Na, \o Dr. Qolclenaoa llblch xpl lna the poai \ioll 
of the C ntral Con renoe ln Ille malter. 

l hope th t, ln the • '171 , \lmea tba I 70• 
are nll and atro • Pl • con•• DU' 'b al wl abea lo 
llra. ()Qt.Iman •• well u lo \be facul t,7 of '11• Rochacmale. 

1\h all oed wllh••• I raala 

Y ery alnoerel7 7our , 



-,CENT A Co FE NCE OF AME CA RAB 
llunurarr l'rt•: i,lt•nt ,; • DAVID PHILIPSON , Cinl'i1111ati Ohiu : JOSEPH STOLZ, ( •hi,•:wu, )If. 

OFFICERS 1931-32 

MORRIS NEWFIELD, l're:-iclt•11t 
llirminvham, Alabama 

SAMUEL H . GOLOENSON, \ ' irt•-J'n•;;iclt·nt 
l'itt•burvh, Pa. 

FELIX A. LEVY, 'l'n•ns urpr 
('hit·a~o. Illinois 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Ht-c•etrtli11i., Sc•t>t·t·tar~ 
• tn,·1111, Geor •ia 

HARRY S. MARGOLIS, Cc,nt•spunclinfl S,-cn•htr,· 
St. Paul, Minn. 

( )Jlic , of Trcmmrcr 

·I' 1 :"i ~I cl rose Stred 

Ghi<'U!JO, Ill. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver _ ( / 
The Temple ~ 
Bast 105th St and Ansel Rd 
Cleveland, Ohio ' 

Dear Abe: 

CXECUTIV BOARD 

EDWARD N. CALI CH , Hkhmond, Va. 
FRCOERICK COHN, Omahu, • 't-h, 

H. G . ENELOW, • ' ew York Cit· 

ABRAHAM J F LOMAN, JI: rt ford, Cc,un. 

SAMUEL M GuP, l'ro,·id nee, R. I. 
DAVID LEFKOWITZ, l),llla Tt•. 8 

JULIAN MORGENSTERN, ('i111•i111111ti, Ohio 

IRVING F. REICHERT, Sun Fra111•i CCI, ('111, 

MAX REICHLER, Hrookb n, •. Y. 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Clt•,·1·l1111cl, Ohio 

JACOB SINGER, Chirn~o. Illinoi. 

Louis WOLSEY, }'hilad,·h•hin, ]•a. 

November 2nd 1933 

The program committee would like a di soussion of the _ 
Pittsburgh platform as~art of the proceedings of the 
next Con:terence and •~de to you a cordial invitation 
to lead such discussion in company with Philipson and Saml 
Slmlma.n. I trust you will be ~ble to accept this assignment 
and will ao inform me at ;our •dlieat opportunit7. 

With kindest greetings from house to house, I remain, 

Cordially1 

J'AL: JD 



ov r 6, . l ,,. 
• • 

r. ellx . LeyY, 
C ntr 1 Cont rence o! erican Rabbla, 
445 lroae \r e\, 
Chlc o, Ill. 

• r Felix& 

Thank 7ou or 7our klnd letter t 
Nov .b 2nd and. for th lnvtt· tlon whlch you 
ext.nd t.o • on beh lf ot the orogr c lt\e• 
ot t c. c. ••a.I o r\lol te ln tM rogram 
ot the tor\hcoming Conference. l ahould 11 
ver, much t.o accepl bu\ I io t \ l cer'8.1n 

er I wlll be ble \o atten • Con. rence 
n x\ y r. 

lib all ood wlahea, I r--.in 

V eey c rd.tall 7our , 

I 
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JOINT AUSPICES 

THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
AND THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

MERCHANTS BUILDING, CINCINNATI, 0. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

February 
Thirteenth 

1 9 ; 4 

Under separate cover I am sending you Volume I 
of "The Sources for the Religious Life of the Early 
Hebrews" which I mentioned when I spoke with you in 
Cleveland. 

It occurred to me that selected portions of it 
might be placed into the hands of students registered 
in courses on the Bible in your Institute. A glance 
over the general index for Volume I (pages 1-12) will 
indicate that not all the material contained t~erein 
is suitable for the purpose. However, sections 13-24, 
45-68, and 75-141 appear to be valuable material and 
ought to make interesting and instructlve reading. 

If, after examining this material, you think it 
can be of service to you in your work, it may be made 
available in mimeographed form, depending upon the 
number of copies you and other Rabbis will order. 

This Volume is one of 12, embracing the entire 
ideology of the Bible. 

HLC:mk 

Cordially yours, 

Director, 
Youth Activities 
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TIME AND PLACE OF CONVENTION 

The next convention of the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
will be held at South Mountain Manor, Wernersville, Pennsylvania, June 
14 to 18. Being at a resort, away from the distracticns of the city, the 
convention promises a good time and opportunity for fine fellowship. Make 
your plans to attend. 

HOTEL RATES 

The following rates have been fixed for the c:mvention (American 
Plan:) 

Single Room, running water $5.00 per day each. 

Double Room, running water $4.00 & $4.50 per person. 

Single Room, private bath $6.00 each. 

Double Room, private bath $5.50 & $6.00 daily per person. 

Suites-2 double r ooms with bath between $5.00 to $5.50 daily 
per person. 

Remember these rates are American Plan including room and board. 
l\llake your reservations direct to the hotel, South Mountain Manor, Wern­
ersville, Pa. 

GOLF-TENNIS-BATHING-HORSEBACK RIDING--GOOD MUSIC 



PROGRAM 

The Program Committee has prepared an exceptiona1ly interesting 
program allowing time for recreation and discussion. 

Buber and Neo-Mysticism-John J. Tepfer 

New Discoveries in Karaism-Professor Jacob Mann 

The Philosophic, Social and Religious Implications of the Newer Anti-
Semitism in Germany-Martin Friedman 

Conference Lecture-William Rosenau 

Conference Sermon-Abraham J. Feldman 

On Saturday afternoon, Professor Lauterbach will conduct a Kallah 
reading and discussing a page of the Talmud. 

An exceedingly interesting Educational Day Program has been pre­
pared by Abraham J. Feldman, Chairman. 



COMMITTEES 

Committee Chairmen are urged to round up their season's work and 
submit their reports to the full committee for approval so that a signed re­
p8rt can be in the hands of the secretary two weeks before the convention. 

REVISION OF THE UNION PRAYERBOOK 

Have you sent in your criticisms or suggestions of the Sunday Morn­
ing Services, a copy of which was sent you sometime back? The committee 
needs your help in ascertaining what type of service will best satisfy the 
wants of the congregation. Have you ordered your copies? 10c each. 

WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

An International Conference will be held in London, England, July 6-
10. If you plan to be in London at this time, please notify the president 
or secretary should you care to be appointed a delegate. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following applications for membership ha.ve been received. If you 
have any objections, kindly notify the secretary with the assurance that 
your ip.formation will be considered confidential. 

Abraham N. Franzblau, Associate Professor Jewish Religious 

Education, H. U. C. 

1934 Graduates, H. U. C. and J. I. R. 

DUPLICATES OF YEARBOOKS 

Many requests come to the secretary for back numbers of the year­
books which are out of print. If you have duplicates, won't you notify the 
secretary and give them to members who miss certain volumes? 



SUMMER SEMINAR ON SOCIAL JUSTICE 

The Social Justice Commission of the Central Conference of Ameri­
can Rabbis, in cooperation with the Social Justice Commissions of the Rab­
binical Assembly, representing the Conservative group, and the Rabbinical 
Council, representing the Orthodox group, is arranging to conduct a Sem­
inar for Rabbis this summer on the subject of Social Justice. The Seminar 
will be held in New York City for a pericd of ten days or two weeks, be­
ginning Monday, July 9th. The joint committee has agreed upon four 
Seminar courses, a program of field work, and a series of conferences with 
leaders in religious and social life. 

The four c urses to be given are as follow 

1. Social Attitudes in Jewish 'Tradition: A background course 
that will discuss the development of Jewish thought concerning prob­
lems of charity, labor, rights of property, authority of Government, 
and War and Peace. 

2. Judaism and Current Social Philosophies: A consideration 
of the compatibility of Judaism with the social systems of Capitalism, 
Socialism, Fascism, Communism and Democracy. 

3. Problems of Marriage and the Family: A discussion of the 
changes that are taking place in the foundation, structure, organiza­
tion and function of the Jewish family in America. 

4. The SynagJgue and Social Action: A study in social tech­
nique for the Rabbi and the Congregation based upon. case work. 

Cordially yours, 

Samuel H. Goldenson, President 

I aac E. Marcuson, Recording Secretary 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th st. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abe: 

April 14, 1934 

I am tremendously disappointed at not havine heard 
from you in connection with the Central Conference Pension Fund 
Appeal. 

The date of the Conference is drawin near. Once 
more the Executive Connnittee will have to deal with a great 
many requests for assistance to indigent rabbis, scholars, and 
other unfortunates. Many of these deservin requests will have 
to be denied unless our rabbis show more interest in the Soli­
citation Committee's work. 

Will you not circularize your membership on behalf of 
this cause? I will be happy to have made for you any number of 
letters similar to the enclosed, or if you wish, you may write 
your own appeal letter. But please do somethin --at once! 

IFR:S 
Enol. 

May I not hear from you? 

With cordial greetings, I am 

Sincerely yours, 



ril 30, l ,.>1. 

1 I :r:ving .. \ R ichert, 
Temple 1, 

ell . . Lake t., 
• :.: ~e10 • 

y • r Irvi ;a 

Pl ase do not t 1 die p ointed • not .11ing 
be· 4 f .. oon • on with the G nt a.1 Con rPnCI 
Pen, io 1,eal J. ru_d hoped to t~i v e you a 
f;_ver w t ly e just circul; ri"•d • 
our o the nl of Hebrew 
Co ·e i l• to aend ou\ 

ot letter t • I w uld like 
au t · l ~ t , t t, renc ;.iJ1d I 

lalo ho ::o .n ion l \ll • but I 
·fraid t . ol1c1t tion ill to be po tponed 
until ex" , a""on. 

I i th a ll good • i i ie t yau. • .nu 
und o in t o ee y t t • Coufer·•1 ce, ! r 

V~r, Cr . ·11 your 1 

AHS :DK 

r on•• 
in 
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May 4, 1934. 

Dear Friend: 

I enclose herewith a summary of the .. points and paragraphs of 

the Report of the Social Justice Commission that we must present at 

the Conference in June. You will understand, of eourse, that the 

points I include are tentative and the paragraphs only abstracts. 

Would you be kind enough to study these points carefully 

and let me have your comments and your criticisms within a few days. 

You will discover, no doubt, that every point is merely an expansion 

or dovelopment of some article in the program that tho Conference 

adopted in 1928, or of some stateroont subsequently approved by the 

man.bors of the Conferonce. 

We must have our Report, as you know, in the hands of the 

members of the Conference two w~~ks in advance of the Conference it-

self, that is, by Juno 1st. I should, thorofore, greatly npprecintc 

it if you would lot me hnvo your reply by not later than May 15th. 

With kind groctings, beliovo me 

{i· Yours cordially 

/~8-g;'~~v 
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JOINT AUSPICES 

THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
AND THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

MERCHANTS BUILDING, CINCINNATI, 0. 

Dr . Abba H. Silver 
-~ast 105th : 1 nsel oad 
Clevelf'.nd, Ohio 

De ar Dr . Silver: 

Jay 
Seventh 
1 9 3 4 

I a.m calling a meet ng of the Com.rn s s ion on Je,­
ish E ucation to be held a.t the Sout .. 1 ,1ounta. n ,1e.nor , 
,,rer nersville , Pa ., June 12th, two days before the 
meeting of the c . c.A. R. 

I am setting this date because meeti~gs hither­
to called on the day preced ng the Conference meeting 
have been noorl, att ~nded for the reason that some of 
the members of the Com.rn ssion also s erve on the ,xe ­
cu 1:i ve oard of the Conference , v1hich al vays holds 
its eetings on the day preceding the Conference . 

The Union is not in the position to uay the 
travelling expenses of the member of the ( ommisnion 
but the hotel expenses for the two days preceding 
the Conf'erence will be paid . 

I am request ng the chairman of e 0 ch Committee 
to prepare a report deal ng with the occomplishrnents 
of the year an setting forth any plans for the en­
sung senson . 

Chairmen of Committees are requested to ad~ress 
themselves to the preparation oft eir reports . The 
Secretary of the Board , together wit1 the Directors 
Garnoran and Comins , have been requested t gather the 
mat rial bee.ring on the work of each Connnittee for the 
year ending in June, 1934 . 

The meeting would be greatly shortened and b s ­
ness expe i .... d • f these could be handed in before June 
1st so that copies ma. be struck off and sent n ad­
vance to a.11 members of the Co ssion . 



Dr . Ab~ H. Silver, • • • • • • • • • • • • Pa e 2 . 

Please advise me on the enclosed care if we 
can expect you . 

Lookin • forward to s ceing you a.t the meeting 
and with kindest personal regards , 

Sine rely yours , 

DP: J 'i:c Chairman . 



(Form of appeal letter - to be c,ml tigruphed on Cc ,i..f f.lrv- :..cc Lt, tte::r:w i. u.) 

Dear Fr1cn.<i: 

In the nume of the Co11tral Co,ti'uruucv of .A 1.cricr,,1 Rcbuis, I 
lJ,\ 1.:ri tine to ,..;.sL: :,-our u.ssiot :.,.ucc i:or a nost urf~:Jnt and deserving 
cause. 

There are in .America toda.y a great r:i.:lny rabbis grown old and 
infirm in the services of our people and no longer able to continue 
the uctivo duti6s of tho ministry. There arc many unemployed 
rabbis with honoruble records who aru unplacod simply bec ,.~use mnny 
smnll congrogo.tions cun no longer uff'ord to rott~in a minis tor. A 
groat mo.ny widens and orphans of rebbis c.r0 utterly without moons 
of support. Moreover, in Europocn con tors of Ju\'iish lc::-.rning, 
pc.rticulc:-..rly Gormnny, there nrc schol:::rs c.nd sngos ,,ho hnvc lost 
their livelihoods nnd possessions nnd o.ro feeing pri\mtion o.nd suffer­
ing. 

These unfortun8. to people must bo helped. Mon vJho h:.wc spent 
their lives in loyc l service to Je~ry, and boroQvcd dop cnd0nts of 
such men, hnvo 2 just -~nd solomn clc. im upon us for assist-2nco in 
their hour of ncod. 

Tho Pension Fund of' tho Contr(tl Confcronco of A.'iloric:1n Rabbis 
is tho only existing agency to give cid inn dignifiod m~nnor to 
those deserving pooplo. Euch ycQr the members of th0 Conforonco 
o. rf.> c ,:!llcd upon to c.ppoal to their comrauni tios to support this 1,1ork. 
This yec.r, boc nu.so of tho widcsprond distress nt homo nnd abrond, 
our Pension Fund is cullud upon to moot 2 n unproccduntod nood. 

?.tty I urge you to sond u contribution for this worthy work. 
Your gift whether snu,11 or lcrgo uill be gr. tofully r~cciv0d. 
Plur.:1 s0 m; ... kc your chock pc.y. .. blo to tho Contrc l Confcroilco Pons ion 
Fund. 

Sinccre;ly yours, 

rrn:s 
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Yery ainc r•lJ 7ou.r1, 
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JOINT AUSPICES 

THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
AND THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

MERCHANTS BUILDING, CINCINNATI, 0. 

Dr . Abba H. Silver 
East 105th & nsel Road 
Cleveland , O. 

Dear Dr. Sil ver : 

May 
Twenty - three 
1 9 3 4 

I take pleasure in sendin~ you a copy 
of the re port of the Commission on J ewish 
Education to the Central Conference of Amer can 
Rabbis . This r eport is usually approved by the 
Commi ssion before it is pr esented to the 
Conference . 

Lookinp for ward to seen~ you n Verners ­
ville , with kindest regards , 

GZ : JS 



ABSTRACT OF REPORT 
of 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMISSION 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

June 1934 

PART I 

I 
STATE REPRESENTATIVES 

In order to enlist the interest of a larger number or men in the work of the Social 
Justice Commission it seems desirable to have one Rabbi in each State serve as a 
representative. This man would be expected to study sooial conditions ip his own 
State and keep us posted upon the problems that develop and the progress of Legisla­
tion in whioh we are interested. We in turn could function through him in the develop­
ment of our program in his State. There is a precedent for this plan in the State 
representatives in the Commission on Church and State of the Central Conference. 

II 
SYNAGOGUE COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL JUSTICE 

In every Congregation there should be a Committee on Social Justice, as there is a 
Committee on Education. This Committee should be composed or representatives of the 
Synagogue, the Sisterhood and the Brotherhood. Where such a Committee is formed we 
should be able to address the members of the Committee as well as the Rabbi and 
through them spread the message of social justice and secure action in support of the 
program of the Social Justice Commission. This plan, of oourse, must be worked out 
in cooperation with the Social Justice Commission or the Union and the Officers of the 
National Brotherhood and Sisterhood groups. 

III 
REGIONAL MEETINGS 

In order to interest the members or our Congregations and the members of the Brother­
hoods and Sisterhoods in the Social Justice Program it seems d~sirable to arrange for 
a series of Regional Meetings to whieh representatives of the Organizations in eaoh 
district oould be invited. These Regional Conferences could be held in conjunction 
with the Regional Conferences of the Union on Education, or independently. It would 
be inadvisable, it seems, to hold more than three of these Conferences within the 
next years One in the Middle West, one in the East, and one in the South. Through 
these Conferences it would be possible to discuss the major social problems in the 
light of Jewish experience and teachings and social ideals and build up sentiment and 
support for the Social Justice Program. 

IV 

S~INAR F<ll RABBIS 

In view of the fact that so many of our men are now interested in the relation of the 
Synagogue to the problems of the social order, it would be advisable to arrange for 
a Seminar at which these problems could be disouaaed by experts. The Seminar could 

·be held in the summer immediately after the Meeting ot the Central Conference and 
extend over a period of perhaps three weeka during which time a number of courses 
could be given and an opportunity afforded for full and thorough discussion. This 
project is one 1n which we have invited the cooperation of the Social Justice Com­
mission of the Rabbinical Assembly, representing the Conservative Rabbis, and the 
Rabbinical Council, representing the Orthodox Rabbis. 
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PART II 

I 
ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE RABBI 

In many communities the Rabbi has suffered greatly as a result of the eoonomio collapse. 
Salaries have been reduced below a reasonable level and in some cases have not been 
paid for months. In other instances Rabbis have been dismissed and a large number of 
able and competent men are now without opportunities for service. In many instances 
brought to the attention of the members of the Commission the Congregation seems to 
feel under oonstont obligation to pay the interest on the mortgage and other debts, 
but under no obligation whatever to maintain a Rabbi. On the other hand there are 
many large Congregations in the country still paying large salaries. It seems that 
this whole problem should be carefully studied and some program worked out which will 
be equitable and just. We recommend the appointment or a joint Committee composed of 
representatives of the Social Justice Commissions ot the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, the Rabbinical Assembly and the Rabbinical Council to study this problem and to 
present a report at the next meeting of the Conference. 

II 
FROBLEMS OF THE FAMILY 

The subject of marriage and the family is rapidly oOJning into the foreground of social 
thought and discussion. This is due to the tremendous changes that are taking plaoe 
in the foundation, structure, organization and function of the family. The breakdowns 
that occur at the present time as evidenced by the increasing number of divorces, 
separations and estrangements must constitute a challenge to nery man in the Ministry. 
The family is the oldest social institution, and the family in Israel has always been 
a source of pride and strength. The Rabbi is in a strategic position in regard to mar­
riage and the familyJ but he is frequently unable to bo of service because of laok of 
training, experience and program of work. We reoo.mm.end that the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis devote one or more of its sessions next year to the problem of marriage 
and the family and the development of a program of service through the Synagogue and 
the Rabbi. 

III 
ECONOMIC CRGANIZATION 

The fundamental Changes taking plaae in our eoonomia system today and the seriousness 
and acuteness of social problems as a result of the changing social order oampel the 
members of the Conference to restudy and restate their position in regard to the re­
lation of economic organization to the prinoiples and ideals of sooial justice. 

1 UNEMPLOYMENT• Unemployment oontinues to be the most acute problem in our 
eoonomio life. The latest and most reliable statistics indicate that there 
are at least 10,000,000 men and women in America out of work whole time, 
and 5,000,000 families destitute and dependent upon publio aid. The grave 
danger is not only that relief will be inadequate, but that .America will 
develop a Relief Program as an answer to the problem of unemployment and 
create an enormous Relief Agenoy to meet the needs of those out of work. 
The members of the Conference believe that relief is necessary as a 
temporary measure but must not become a permanent program and is no answer 
to the problem of unemployment and insecurity. In order to solve the 
problem of unemployment it is necessary, in the judgment of this Camniasion, 
to reduce the hours of labor to not more than thirty hours per week; to 
eliminate children and the aged from the field of work; to establish unem­
ployment insurance in every State and with the aid of the Federal Govermn.ent. 
But the most important item in the solution lies in work itself. Vlhat the 
unemployed want and what they must have is work and wages. Work and wages 
can oame only through private or publio enterprise. If private enterprise 
cannot provide employment public enterprise, Municipal, State and Federal, 
must undertake the task. We urge among other thinga the development and im-
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mediate advanoement ot the Construction Program. This includes not only roads 
and bridges and tunnels, but hospitals and schools, and more especially houeing 
on a National scale. Hospitals are overcrowded to the point of indecency; 
schools need to be rebuilt and new schools constructed in every oommunity. In 
nery city fully one-third of the population is improperly housed. The Hous-
ing Program alone on a National soale would do three things I It would wipe out 
the slum distriotsJ provide homes for the working classes at a reasonable rental; 
and put to work a larger number of men and women directly and indirectly than 
any other project thus far conceived. 

2 DISTRIBUTION OF THE NATIONAL INCOME. The National incane of the country even to­
day is large enough to insure nery individual and family a decent and normal 
level or life. The trouble is that the total income of the country is unjustly 
and inequitably distributed. Scn.e groups, such aa the farmers, factory workers, 
miners, and even traimnen have incomes so low that it is utterly impossible for 
them to maintain themselves in decency and self-respect. The least that is de­
manded is a minimum wage high enough to make a decent standard of living possi­
ble. But it must be recognized that the minimum wage aan never be high enough 
to be just until the maximum income is low enough to make justice possible. In 
order that the total National inoane may be wisely and justly distributed, we 
urge a system of taxation on incomes, estates, inheritances, girts, corporation 
surpluses, and tax exempt securities that will in turn redistribute the income 
of the country. In addition to this system of taxation we urge a system of 
c,ontrol over prices so that the increase in wages may not be constantly outrun 
by the increase in the cost of living. 

3 SOCIALIZATION OF BASIC ENTERPRISES. Investigations and studies extending over 
a long period of time prove beyond any doubt that it ia not safe for society to 
leave the basic sooial enterprises in the control of private groups that 
operate these enterprises for private profit instead of for service to the com­
munity. The members of the Central Conference of .American Rabbis believe that 
the time has come to socialize the basic enterprises or society and especially 
the followings 

(1) THE BARINO SYSTEM OF THE U.S. It is perfectly clear that no amount 
ot oredit poured into private banking organizations will filter down 
to those who need it most and transform itself into purchasing power. 
Legislation now before Congress creates an agency that is in faot a 
banking system to loan money to small industries that the bankers 
will not serve. 

(2) TRANSPCRTATION SYSTEM AND CCJOIJNICATIONS. The Federal Coordinator of 
Railroads after a careful study has recamnended that the transportation 
system of the country be taken over by the Federal Government. This 
program should not be postponed but should be put into effect at onoe. 

(3) THE PORER PLANTS. Our modern economic machine is dependent upon such 
sources of energy as coal_ oil, ,rater power and electricity. These 
sources of energy should no longer remain in the hands of private 
groups who exploit them in their mm. interest. The Federal Govern­
ment has in faot begun to socialize the soui-oes or energy on a large 
scale in the development of lluacle Shoals, Boulder Dam, and the St. 
Lawrence project. Thia program should be extended to include all 
power plants and sources of energy, and the Government should exercise 
its right of eminent domain in taking poaaeasion of the natural re­
sources whose title of ownership and control should rest in the people 
and not in private groups. 

• 1.R.A. The members ot the Conference ocmmend the present ~dmin1atration and 
its counselors tor their earnest efforts to achieYe reocrrery through the pro­
gram known as the Hational Recovery Act. A careful study ot the content and 
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operation and consequences 0£ the Codes. however. convinces the members that 
there are many weaknesses and defeota whicsh uncorrected will invalidate the 
program as a whole. The hours of work in most of the oodes are too long; the 
min1nnnn wage in almost tJVery industry is too low. In addition to this, the 
right or workers to organize and bargain collectively threugh representatives 
of their own choosing, while guaranteed in the National Recovery Act, has been 
greatly weakened through the interpretation placed upon the Aot itself. The 
Codes also assume the principle of ccmpetition and produotion for profit. The 
members of the Conference are strongly of the opinion that the hours of labor 
should be limited to not more than thirty hours per week; that the minimum wage 
should be high enough in f!IVery section of the country to maintain a normal life; 
that the right to organize and bargain collectively should be proteoted and the 
Canpany Union controlled by the employer unequivocally outlawed. The members 
of the Conference also are convinced that the economic life of America should be 
reorganized not in accordance with the principles of oampetition and private 
profit, but in aocordanoe with the principles of cooperation and service. 

'IV 
POLITICAL ORGANIZATION 

I 
DOIIGRATIOH 

The Immigration Laws of the United States are now so written and applied that they . . 
result in disor1rn1nation and unjust decisions. These laws are based like the Inmigra­
tion Laws of most countries upon a narrow conception of Nationalism and are designed 
chiefly for purposes of exclusion. The Inimigration Laws should be completely revised 
not upon artificial racial qualifications, but solely upon the ability of the individual 
and his family to maintain themaelves under the Government of the United States and the 
ability of the economic organization of the United States to offer them the opportunity 
for maintenance. 

II 
IIINCRITY GROUPS 

One of the acute problems in political life today is the status and rights of minori­
ties in the modern state. The status and rights of racial, religious and National 
minorities must be granted and guaranteed without distinction or discrimination. The 
members of the Conference agree to no compromise in the matter of minority rights and 
believe that the governing principle in the matter of minorities should be the princi­
ple formulated by the League of Nations and now incorporated in the body of Internation• 
al Law, namely, that minorities must enjoy rights that are not a matter of domestic con­
cern but that constitute International obligations to be guaranteed by each Nation 
separately and all the Nations together. 

III 
FCJUI OF ORGANIZATION 

At the present time America is facing three trends of' development in political organi­
zation, Conmnmism on the extreme letti Fascism on the extreme right; and a socialized 
Democracy in the center. The members of the Conference believe that there is only one 
way in which the American people oan escape the dictatorship and tyranny of Conmnmlsm 
on the one hand, and the tyranny and dictatorship of Fascism on the other, and that is 
by establishing a thoroughly socialized D•ooracy. The members of the Conference 
strongly urge upon the citizens or America a program that would socialize our Democracy, 
thoroughly and completely. This oan be achieved, the members are convinced, without 
force and violence and catastrophe and through the orderly methods of democratic proce­
dure. 
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I 
:EJJONOMIC ST.A'I1US OF THE R.tillBI 

In lilc.1.ny communi ti .es tho Rabbi has suffered greatly as .r:i. resnl t of the 
economic col lapse. Sa.11lri es hP..ve been reduced bcl or, a ro,~sorni.blo levol a.nd 
in somo cnsus have not been po.id for months. In ot:ior instE.11cGs R"4bbis hh.ve 
been dismissed ~nd a large number of able and competent men o.re now without 
opportunities for service. In many instruices brought to the 'ttcntion of the 
members of tho Commission the Congregation seems to feel under constant obli­
gation to pay the interest on the mortgp.go ~nd other dobts, but under no obli­
gation whn.tever to maintain n. Rn..bbi. On the other hand the re are many 1 r c 
Congregations in the country stili pnyine large salarios. rt su Gms that this 
whole problem should be carefully studied and some progra.m worked out ,·1hich 
will be equitable and just. ''fe recommend tho appointment of u joint Com­
mittee composed of reprose11t 1.tti ves of the Sochl..l Justice Commissiorrn of the 
~ent-ral Conference of American Rabbis, tho Re bbinic< l Assembly and the Rc.b­
binicn.l Council to study this problem n.11d to present u re1>0rt n.t th0 nGxt 
meeting of the Conference. 

II 
PROBL ~:!MS OF Tlill F.JIULY -

The subject of mc.!.rri n.ge and the fn.mily is r c~pidly cominG into th& fore­
ground of social thought :~nd clis cussion. This is due to the trcnet1dous 
changes that are taking plr-~co in tho fnW1d,\,tion, structure , or~m1ization Md 
function of the fn.nily . rrhc bro '\kdowns thr.t occur nt the present timo s 
evidenced by tho incrc, sine nurnb~r of divorces , separations n.11d ostrc..nge­
ments must constitute a ch,~ lle:nBlJ to every m2.n in the 1/.inistry. ThE- family 
is the oldest social institutio 1, ru1(l tho fnmily in Israel hr.s r,lwr.ys been Ei 

source of pride and str ncth. The Rti.bbi is iu a stra.togi c posit ion in regurd 
to m~rringe and tho f r...mily; but hu is fro~uently unablo to bu of service be­
en.use of lack of tr~ining, oxporicnce o.nd progrrun of work. ,v~ r commend thut 
the Central Conference of /1.rneric:'.11 R·1.bbis devote one or more of its sessions 
noxt ycnr to .. the problem of mn.rriagG d the fumily n.l.1d the flovolopmen t of u 
program of service through the Synagoe;ue and the R:-·obi . 

III 
ECOHOEIC ORG.A1TIZA ·IO •r 

Tho fu.ndamnnts.l chn.ngc.:.s t c1.kin plr.co in our economic system tod[~~r n.nd 
the seriousness and ftcutern.:ss of socinl problems r1s $'.l. result of the chi .. nging 
socic-..1 order compel the mor1bers of the Conference tc restudy and rcst :.-.te 
their position in rog~rd tr the relation of economic orgnnization B.nd the 
principlo s and iclcn.l s of uocin.l juot,ice. 

l U.@'lJ>LOYI:'IEiJT . Unemployment continuos to be tho most acute 
problom in our economic life. The latlst an most r0li..ble 
stntistics inclicrto thn.t thorc n.ro nt lec>.st 10,000,000 men 
umi -JOmon in Arncricn. out of work wholo time, r..nd 5,000,000 
families dosti tuto ,.n<l dop ndont upon public nid . The 
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grnvo dangor is not only that relief will be inadequate, 
but that America will develop a Relief Program as an answer 
to the problem of ru1employment and creE-~tu M enormous 
Relief Agency to meet the needs of those out of work. The 
members of the Conference believe that relief is necessary 
as a temporary measure but must not become a permanent pro­
grnm and is no a.nS\1er to the problem of unemployment nnd 
insecurity. In order to solve the problem of unemployment 
it is necessary, in tho judgment of this Commission, to 
reduce the hours of 1 a.bor to not more than thirty hours \/ 
per week; to eliminate children and the aged from the field 
of wor~; to establish unemployment insurance in every state 
am with the a.iu of tho Federal Government. But the most 
important item in the solution lies in work itself. What 
the unemployed want and what they must rave is ,::ork and · 
wages. Work and wages cnn come only through private or 
public enterprise. If private enterprise cannot provide 
employment public entorprise, Municipal, state and Federnl, 
must undortnke the task. we uree among other things tho 
development and immediate advancement of the Construction 
Program. This includes not only roads and bridges and 
twmels, but hospitals and schools, a.n1 more especially 
housing on a National scale. Hospituls are overcro~ded to 
the point of inJ.ecency; schools need to be rebuilt and new 
schools constructed iu every community. In every city 
fully one-third of the populntion is improperly housed. 
The Housing Program aloha on a National scale would ·lo 
three things: It would wipe out the slum districts; pro­
vide hrmcs fer the working classes at a reasonable rental; 
and put tr, work a larger number of men and women directly 
and inliroctly than any other project thus far conceived. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THS NATIONAL INCO:ME. The No.tional income 
of the country event day is large enough to insure every 
individual u.nd family a decent n.nd ncrmal level of life. 
The tr uble is that the total income of the country is un­
justly and inequitably uistributed. Some groups, such as 
the farmers, factory v1orkers, miners, anc.. even trainmen 
have inc1mes so low thnt it is utterly impossible for them 
to maintain thomselves in decency und self-respect. The 
least that is demanded is a minimum wage high enough to 
make n decent standr..r<L of li vin possible. :But it must be) l 
recognized that the minimum vro.ge CM never be high enough , 
to be just until the maximum income is low enough to mdt:o 
justice possible. In crder that the total National income 
rnny bo wisely and justly tl istributed, ,;,e ur6e a systom of 
to.xation on incomes, estates, inherite.nces, gifts, corpo­
ration surpluses, and tax exempt securities that ~ill in 
turn redistri buto the income of the ccuntry. In ac.di tion 7 
to this system of tnxation we urge a system Qf ~PDtxQl,_ 
over prtaes so that the increaso in wnges may not be 
eTinsthnly outrun by the increase in the cost of living. 

SOCIA.LIZATIOM OF BASIC ENTERPRISES. Investigations nnd 
sturties extenaine over a long period of time prove beyond 
nny doubt that it is not safe for society to leave the 

I 
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bo.sic social enturp rises in the control of pri va.te groups 
that opernte those enterprises for privnte profit instead 
of for tho sorvico to the community. The ~~mbers of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis boliove that tho 
time has come to socialize the basic enterprises of society 
IUld especially the following: 

{l) THE B,'JnaNG SYSTBM OF TIC U.S. It is perfectly 
clear thn t no amount of crecli t poured into 
privo.to banking organizations will filter • own to 
those who no0d it most and transform itself into 
purchE1 

• .Bing power.. LeGi slation now before Congress 
creates n.n agency thnt is in fact a bankint; sys­
tem to loan money to small industries that the 
bankers will not serve. 

(2) TRANSPORTATION SYSTSM. Tho Federal Ooordinat0r 
of Railroads after u careful stwly hc1.s recom­
mend.e1'l that the tr11nsportntion system of the 
country be taken over by the Federal Government. 
This pro(;'rn.m shrulc1 nc,t lJe postponed but shc1uld 
be put into effect at once. 

(3) THE PO,VER PLANTS. Our modern econemic machine is 
depon-lont upcn such snurces cf ener0y as coal, 
oil, water poner n.nl electricity. These sc urces 
cf enerGY she.. uld nc- l c!lf;cr remain in the hru1 :s of 

pri v,1.te croups whc. expl0i t thom in t hoir own 
interest. The Fcrleral Gr vernnent has in fact 1Je­

cun t o sc:: cir..lize tho scurcos 0f enerey en a lnrge 
sen.lo in th:'. clevolopr~ent of Muscle Shoals,. 
Bculdor Dru:1, and the st. La¥1ronce prc jec'i,. This 
proeran should be oxtcncled t<. inclu o all pcwer 
pln.nts an<l SL urcos of onerl;'y, DJ'lt~ thc. Gnvernmont 
shr.ulr~ e~crcisc its ri[,"ht of eminent domain in 
tn.kinc pc. ssessir.n of the nn.turul rosou.rcos whc. se 
ti tlo cf mmership and contrc•l sh ultl rest in the 
poLplL and net in private croups . 

{4) N.R .. A. The merril',crs of the Ccnferunce cornmcn'l the 
pro sent Ad.ministration a1xl its couns0lors f or 
their ec..rnest efforts to achieve recovery through 
t ro program kn:.w,n as th1; National Roccvery Act. 
A cr.ruful study of the . cc ntent ruid opcrction an<l. 
consequences of tho Cr.d.es, h0\1ever, Ct,nvincos the 
r.i.embers that there are many \1Gu.knosses and de­
focts which W1ccrroctca. v1ill invnlidt!.te the pro­
e-rn.m r>vs a wh0le. The hours rf ,.-.,ork in me-st of 
the Cedes n.re too long-; the minimum \1fl,CC in 
almr st every industry is to o low. In aduiticn to 
this, tho richt of workers tc or anizc and ln'.rcnin 
colloctivoly throuch rcpresentativ0s of their own 
ch0 r. sing, \"1hile gunrn.nteed in the Nati nal Re­
covery A.ct, hns lJoon cror.tly wcakonerl thre:uch thu 
intorpretnticn placed upon the Act itself. Tho 
~odos nlso ussumG tho principlo of competition 
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t'..ncl prr,cluction for pr0fi t . The members cf tho 
Ccnforunce n.rc stro!¥;ly of the opinion thut thr. 
hcurs of labor shoul 1)e 1 imi tecl tc not 1.1ora thn.n 
thirty hours po r weok ; thi.!.t the minimum \'Jn.cc shrul . 
he high enoUt~h i n every secticn c.. f the ccuntry tc 
mnintain a Ill1rr.1nl l i fo ; thr~t t:1c ric t to orcl.U1i ze 

~

rmcl bn.rt_;n.in CC' l lcctivc l y shnu.l (t be prct Geter: D.nl: 

the Comp1U1y Unic1n CGntrollo ,l 1Jy tho e mpl ,•ycr UL.-.----­

V equivocal l y outlr.':Ject . The mcr'.l.hcrs of tho Ccnfer -
/'-. ence alsc nro c n11vi11co<l the.t thG econnmic lifG r,f 

J~meric:i. shoul •J 1)e reorga?1izGCl. n(\ t in ,.C~Lr-lc.:..ncu 1.vith 
the principles nf c0mpetiti un n.nc! privuto prcfi t , 
1Jut in n.ccorclo.nce with the principles of co r:,perr~ti cn 
am'~ sorvi ce . 

IV 
POLITI0.\.L ORG!dH ~~TION 

MINORI'l'Y GROUPS . Ono nf tht; acute prn1]lems in 
po li ti cnl 1 ifc to 11 a~, is 1ihc stu.tus L.ff1

. ri J1t s r· f 
minori "tios in the, r•1cclorn stnto . Tho ::itr~tus [!11 (

1 

r i[;hts of racin.l , rc:.l iL·inus r~n<'l n tiorn.1.l mi1wr-
i tics must be ~ra1Jte i_l :1.1Yl (~ut•,r~·,ntocl'. withc:ut dis­
tincti t~n ('r •liscrininn.ti .)n . The mem:rnrs c· f tho 
Con~eronce ncrec t r· nc, cornprc,misc in th(.; mutt'3r of 
min ur i ty ri :·hts n .1' 1)cl iove th,·,t the cc vcr nin:._· 
pri11ciple in thE:. matt er of minL'ri tio s sht ul•' ·nc. tlle 
pr incipld fc r rauln.tE:h'. '-Jy tho Le:v:uo of N·Lti u11s L.n 

no\1 inc orporn.tu c~ in t '1u ,1r.dy of Internationn.l Law, 
11/l.lnGly , thr.t mi!loriti us r11ust 0;1jcy richts thn.t c.:.rc 
not a 1.10.ttor c, f dcr.wstic cc.incern 'but thu.t consti­
tute Tntornational obli:~atiuns to 'he. ·uar 11teec~ by 
er~ ,h Tri..ti on so,.)ar:'\.t o ly rul ll all tho N t ions t ·, tut her . 

POlU'I OF ORG.U'TIZ..\TIOU. 11.t thG present time :1.r:ieric,. is 
ft.cin ... three t ronlls of dovel opmc~ t in pn lit ical 
oren.nizn.tion: Communism on th0 extrema left ; Fr.scism 
on the extreme rir;~1t ; a.n: E\. socializod Dor.1L ro.cy in 
tho center . The r:10m')Grs c.f the Confurence :·, elimre 
thut there is only C'nc wn.y in which the Americnn pe -
ple can crnc:1.pe the r~i ..,ta.torship n.nc. tyrn.11ny of Com­
muni sin on the one ~Ei.nrl , mltl the t:rranny nncl .i ct a-
t or ship of }l,._..scism on the ether , und th r1.t is hy 
ostablishin-: a thc.rruc_;hly s c,cialize· Dt::r11ccrn.cy . The 
mer.1,ers of the Conference stro11['ly urce npvn the 
citizens of America a prn:ram thf\.t woul (~ scciulizu 
our Democrn y , thorc,u ~~hly • ml cc,mpletely. This can 
1Je nchieve l , the mem~ers o.re c, nvinced , without 
force nnrl violence n.n'l CP.t[.l.st r nphe and thr .., u,eh thG 
or clerly methods uf demo ratic procu ure . 
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Cincinnati, Ohio 
June 1, 1934 

REPORT OF COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

To the Central Conference of American Rabbis: 

Gentlemen: 

We take pleasure in reporting on the progress which your 
Cozmnission on Jewish Education has made since the last meeting of 
the Conterence. The Commission held its annual meeting June 20, 
1933. The various committees of the Commission and the members 
of the staff have been continuously at work and much has been 
achieved in the preparation of manuscripts for publication. The 
number of volumes published has not been as great as usual, be­
cause of the present unfortunate economic situation. In this con­
nection I am pleased to report that the National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods generously came to our assistance. At the sug­
gestion of Dr. Emanuel Gamoran, our Educational Director, I ad­
dressed a conmrunication to the president of the National Federation 
of Temple Sisterhoods, suggesting that it would be advisable for 
the present to obtain, if possible, permission of the N.F.T.S. to 
divert temporarily for publication purposes the $4500.00 which 
they used to give us for Fellowships. The Executive Board unan­
imously voted to approve this step and thus created the Sister-
hood Publication Fund. The Fund made it possiblo for us to pub­
lish several books this year which we would otherwise not have 
been in a position to publish for lack of funds. 

MANUSCRIPTS PUBLISHED 

The following manuscripts have been published under the 
auspices of the Commission on Jewish Education: 

1. "When the Jewish People Was Young," by Mordecai I. Soloff. 
This is a Jewish history for children in the fourth grade, stres­
sing the social and the religious life of the early Hebrews. The 
period covered is from the beginning up to 536 B.C.E. The lan­
guage is simple and concrete, and the supervised study method is 
used throughout. The book has been beautifully illustrated by 
Mr. Reuben Leaf. A teacher's guide for the above is in prepara­
tion. 

2. The Pupil's Work Book for the above has also been published. 
It follows the method of supervised study. The same contains 
questions for discussion, homework assignments, suggestions for 
further reading, and tests. 

3. "Bible Stories for Little Children," by Lenora Cohen. This is 
the first of a series of story books for Grades land 2. It con­
tains selected stories from the Bible, emphasizing the religious 
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ideal underlying each story. The stories which are told simply 
and in vivid language lend themselves to dramatization. The book 
has been appropriately illustrated by Penina Kishor. 

MANUSCRIPTS IN PRESS 

4. "Gilenu - The Play-Way to Hebrew," Book II, by Dr. Emanuel 
Ga.moran and Abraham H. Friedland. The book is a continuation of 
Volume I bearing the same title. Like its predecessor, it con­
tains simple stories, games, and motivated exercises related to 
child life and activity. The vocabulary is 94 per cont Biblical. 
Both volumes aim to prepare the children for the study of selec­
tions from Genesis in the original. 

5. The Pupil's Exercise Book for Volume II enables pupils to do 
individual work and helps them in the mastery of the lessons in 
the textbook. 

MANUSCRIPTS READY FOR THE PRESS 

1. "In the Days of the First Temple," A Pupil's Work Book, by 
Edward A. Nudelman for text book of same title by Dr. J. s. Golub 
previously published and described in a former report. 

2. "A History of the Jews," by Dr. Cecil Roth. This is a one 
volume history projected by our Adult Committee, of which Dr. 
Enelow, of blessed memory, was the chairman. He was exceedingly 
interested in furthering the cause of adult Jewish education in 
this country and practically one of the last acts of his life was 
to examine Dr. Roth'~ manuscript and to write a series of appre­
ciative comments on t~e text. We hope to put this to press as 
soon as possible. 

3. "The Status of the Jews in Germany," by Dr. Jacob R. Marcus. 
In view of the present German situation it was felt that men and 
women in our congregations would be especially interested in the 
study of this subject. Dr. Marcus, in response to our invitation, 
has prepared a splendid manuscript, the "History of the Jews in 
Germany," and sets forth their economic, cultural, and spiritual 
contributions to German and Jewish life. This leads up to the 
present situation and the Nazi accusations. Suggested readings 
and topics for discussion are included both for leaders and mem­
bers of study groups. We hope to publish this book as soon as 
possible. 

MANUSCRIPTS IN THE HANDS OF COMMITTEES 

For Elementary Department 

1. "Stories from American Jewish History," by B. w. Blandford. 

2. "Life of the Early Hebrews," by Dr. Harry L. Comins. 
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For ~e~cher Training Denartment 

1. "The Teaching of the Prophets," by Dr. Harry L. Comins. 

2. "Into the Promised Land,n Teacher's Book, by Israel L, Eisonberg. 

3. "A Course on the Synagogue for Intermediate Grades," 
by T. K. Kurzband. 

For HiBh School Department 

1. "A Course in Post-Biblical Literature," by Rabbi Leon Feuer~ 

2. "Projects About Religious Ideas and Customs," by Dr. Ben M. 
Edidin. 

MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION 

l. "The Jewish Community." 

2. "A Trip Around the World." 

3. "Gilenu - The Plo.y-Way to Hebrew," Volume III. 

4. "Stories of Jewish Customs and Ceremonies." 

5. "Projects on Jewish Customs and Ceremonies." 

6. "In the Land of Kings and Prophets," Teacher's Book. 

7. "Jewish History in Medieval Times." 

YOUTH WORK 

Since the last meeting of the Conference, our work in the 
Youth Department has developed in several directions. Individual 
clubs and State federations have been organized; literature for 
club use and direction have been prepared. 

1. "Arts and Crafts for the Jewish Club" by Dr. Harry L. Comins 
and Mr. Reuben Leaf, reported on last year, is now in press. 

2. "A Manual for Debates for the Jewish Club," by Mr. Adolph 
Feinberg of the Hebrew Union College, has been road and approved 
by our Reading Committee. 

3. "The Youth Leader," a mimeographed monthly magazine, edited by 
Dr. Comins, has been continued. Eight issues appeared during the 
present school year. The magazine has been found very helpful by 
clubs in various parts of the country. Wo now have four hundred 
subscriptions. We also issued fourteen booklets of reprints rrom 
"The Youth Lender." Of those 737 copies were sold during the 
current year. 
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4. "War and Peace," a manuscript prepared by Dr. Abraham Cronbach, 
includes discussions of the problems of peace, arranged for our 
young people and gives appropriate quotations, subjects for de­
bates, and bibliography, has likewise been approved by our Reading 
Committee. 

5. "Choosing Your Vocation," a manuscript prepared by Dr. Joseph 
Zubin, is now in the hands of the author for revision. This 
should form an excellent project for many of our Youth groups. 
The book considers not only the general factors entering into 
the choice of vocations, but especially some of the Jewish prob­
lems involved. 

There are also in preparation three manuscripts, one on 
"Religious Evenings," one on "Marionette Plays in the Jewish Club," 
and one on "Holiday Projects for the Jewish Club." 

6. Dr. Comins prepared a pamphlet on "Jewish Youth Day - Plans 
and Programs." This was sent to Rabbis, congregational and sis­
terhood officers as well as to club officers, with a view to 
stimulating the holding of Youth Conf'erences in the local com­
munities on May 6th. A list of communities that arranged such 
gatherings is now being compiled. 

Our Department of Youth Education participated in forming 
the following State organizations of young people: the Pennsyl­
vania Union of Jewish Youth, the New Jersey Union of Jewish 
Youth, the Indiana Union of Jewish Youth, and the South Carolina 
Union of Jewish Youth. 

The Director of Youth Activities addressed the following 
meetings: in Cleveland, the Young People's Societies of The 
Temple and of the Euclid Avenue Temple, the Young People's Art 
Clubs, and the teachers of both Temples; in Baltimore, the 
Executive Boards of the Young People's Societies of the three Re­
form Congregations; in Detroit, the Young People's Society of 
Temple Beth El, the leaders of Temple Beth El in Arts and Crafts, 
and the teachers. He addressed a meeting of the youth leaders 
and congregational presidents in New York City, as well as the 
State Convention of the Pennsylvania Federation of Sisterhoods. 
In connection with the Detroit meetings, an exhibit of arts and 
crafts for young people was arranged. Dr. Comins also continued 
his class in Arts and Crafts for students at the Hebrew Union Col­
lege, with a view to proparing them to lead such groups in the 
future. He has also begun work on a book entitled "Problems of a 
Jewish Youth Club" and is personally engaged in making a travel­
ing exhibit of Jewish ceremonials to stimulate Jewish activities 
in our youth societies. Twenty such objects have been made to 
date. 

During the year we have corresponded with 182 clubs in 32 
States and in Canada, regarding programs for clubs. 
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ADULT EDUCATION 

In this department we have made progress this year. As 
previously explained, the work by Dr. Roth, sample material of 
which had been read last year, has been completed and approved 
by our Reading Committee. The new manuscript on "The Status of 
the Jews in Germany," previously referred to, prepared by Dr. 
Marcus, is also under the auspices of our Adult Committee. Other 
books and syllabi are in preparation on "Jewish Customs and Cere­
monies," on "Jewish Religion.," and on "Modern Jewish Literature." 
In this connection., it may be well to call the attention of the 
members of the Conference to the following experiment initiated 
by Dr. Gamoran, our Educational Director. 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

From time to time, we have received requests from unorganized 
connnunities for correspondence courses. Our present material does 
not lend itself to such uses. Last year Dr. Gamoran assigned to 
one of our fellows in pedagogy the preparation of a correspondence 
course on biblical literature. This course is now ready and will 
be experimented with during the coming year in several ways. It 
will be tried out with one or two individuals and in a modified 
form with a group under the leadership of a layman, and with 
still another group under the leadership of a rabbi. On the basis 
of this experimentation., the course will be modified and will then 
be made generally available as a correspondence course on Biblical 
literature. 

TEACHER TRAINING 

Our work in the field of teacher training has continued 
through the distribution of our books and syllabi related to the 
subject. We use two types of literature in this field: 

a. Monographs and syllabi dealing with various phases of 
psychology and methods of teaching. 

b. Special teachers' books accompanying our pupils' text books 
and containing concrete suggestions on how to teach various 
subjects in the cul'riculum of our religious schools. 

Our mimeographed publication, "The Jewish Teacher," edited 
by Dr. Gamoran, has mot with a favorable response. Though modest 
in form and necessarily limited in scope because of present 
financial conditions., it is a very helpful medium for improving 
the work of the teachers in our religious schools. When financial 
conditions improve, we hope to change this from a quarterly to a 
monthly and to issue it in more permanent form. 

We continued to cooperate with the Teachers Associations, 
most of which we have organized. We helped them plan their 
programs and we usually send our lecturers. Since the last ses­
sions of the Conference we have participated in the deliberations 
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of the following associations, Dr. Gamoran being present at each: 

1. September 

2. October 

3. November 

4. December 

5. January 

6. March 

7. April 6 and 7 

8. April 29 

Connecticut Conference of Jewish Teachers, 
New Haven - The subject of his address was, 
"How Shall We Teach the Bible?" 

Led panel discussion in Cincinnati - "What 
Kind of Jewish Education Do We Need for the 
Survival of the Jew in America?" 

Led discussion groups at three sessions of 
the Ohio-Michigan-Indiana Convention on 
various problems of the Jewish religious 
school. 

Addressed Temple Rodef Shalom Parent-Teachers 
Association in Pittsburgh on "Jewish Parents 
as Teachers." 

Addressed Parent-Teachers meeting of 
Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation on "What 
Parents Can do to Help in the Jewish Educa­
tion of Their Children." 

Addressed Buffalo Conference of Jewish 
Teachers on "Qualifications of the Jev1ish 
Teacher." 

Addressed Great Lakes Teachers Association 
in Rochester on "The Meaning of Jewish Educa­
tion," 11 How to Teach Jewish customs and Cere­
monies," and "How to Teach Hebrew." 

Addressed Metropolitan Conference of Jewish 
Religious School Teachers on "How to 'reach 
Palestine in the Religious School." At the 
invitation of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ, 250 Christian religious school 
teachers also came to this conference. 

9. A project organized by the North East Region of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations and following in the footsteps of 
previous experimentation under the auspices of our Commission on 
Jewish Education, is the Teachers Institute that was held in 
Syracuse from July 6-20. It was attended by fifty-five people. 
All local synagogues, including the Jewish Community Center under 
the direction of Mr. George M. Hyman, participated. The teachers 
received a full two weeks' course in "Methods of Teaching Jewish 
History," given by Dr. Emanuel Gamoran, four lectures on "Class­
room Organization and Management" by Rabbi Jacob B. Pollak, and 
several lectures by a number of other instructors not connected 
with our staff. The Institute in Syracuse enjoy0d the cooperation 
of the Syracuse University which extended to students and lecturers 
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the privilege of the dormitory and the library and all other extra­
curricular facilities. All present were enthusiastic about the 
undertaking, and it is planned to repeat the Institute this year. 

MEETING OF THE COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

The annual meeting of the Connnission on Jewish Education 
was held in Chicago on Tuesday, June 20th. The meeting was de­
voted largely to a discussion of the problem of religious services. 
A special Reading Committee was appointed to examine sample ser­
vices submitted to Dr. Ga.~oran. It was likewise voted to appoint 
a Committee on Worship to consider the entire subject of worship 
in the religious school. 

It was voted that our Connnittee on Pre-School Education will 
henceforth be lmown as a Conuni t tee on Pre-School Education and 
Home Training. The chairman was requested to confer with the 
president of the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods with a 
view to interesting the Sisterhoods in the us0 of such pre-school 
and home training material, as we shall publish. 

In final summary of the work of the Commission, we beg to 
state that we are planning and publishing books for children and 
teachers, developing interesting material for young people and 
adults, and conducting educational experiments. We have more 
books than funds wherewith to publish them. Our Connnission is 
the joint organ of both the Union of American Hebrew Congrega­
tions and the Central Conference of Ameri can Rabbis. It is under­
stood that the one party to this joint organ, namely, our Con­
ference, furnishes tho educational and literary material and the 
other, the Union, provides the funds wherewith this material is 
published and given to the world. But the Union requires tho as­
sistance of the Rabbis in the effort to obtain the necessary funds 
for the furtherance of this great task. Tho past few years have 
been extremely difficult for the Union. The work of the Com­
mission, like all other enterprises, has been greatly hampered. 
May we , therefore, in closing this report make an appeal to you, 
the individual members of the Conference, to do what in your 
power lies to obtain in your various communities such added moral 
and financial support for the Union of American Hebrew Congrega­
tions as shall enable that organization to supply the Comr.iission 
on Jewish Education with more ample funds to carry out our various 
enterprises. It goos without saying that we shall be pleased to 
~o ceive from you any suggestions for the carrying out of the work 
in which we, as Rabbis and religious educators, aro vitally con­
cerned and interested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DAVID PHILIPSON 

Chairman. 
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Dear Friend: 

( Hli(•c• o t t h ,~ Chnir1non 

·1 0 " T ('!'it 08th St. 
... Tc• w Y ork Citu 

June 1, 1934. 

The ~ules of the Conference require the Social 

Justioe Commission to send to our members two weeks in advance 

of the Annual Meeting a copy of the Report we plan to present. 

I am. therefore, forwarding you herewith a s1munary of the 

points and paragraphs of the Report a8 approved by the majority 

of the members of the Sooial Justice Commission. 

You will note that the Report is composed of two parts. 

Part I covers a program of action that we have developed this 

year. Part II deals with the principles of social justice and 

their application to a number of current social problems. We 

know that you will study these points carefully and be prepared 

to discuss them when the Report is presented. 

With kind greetings, believe me 

Yours cordially, 

Sidney E. Goldstein 
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STEPHEN s . WISE , New York 'ity 

June ? , 1934 

I am her e~ith enclosing a copy of 1estimonial 
to Dr. Jacob z. Lauterbach, which you will be 
kind enough to read and approve. Lf l do not 
hear from you by ednesday of ne~t week, 1 will 
take it that you are satisfied to have your name 
appear on the resolutions a~ a member of the 
Alumni. ssociation 

"i th ,rrarmest greetings and 

HS..J: 1 p 

best wishes, .l 

cerely yr!},• 
am, 



Jmi• 11, 1934. 

la l Ba r7 S. Jlargoll•, 
1290 Goodrich Sir .el, 
Saini Paul, Minn. 

- 4 r Bao~i rgollal 

I ahall be pl•• 4 \o aene on \ha JJ.uml 
Aaaoo1at1on Co 11\ee to 4rafl the I ellmoaial naolulloa 
lo Dr. Jaoob z. Lau\erbaoh. I lhall gladl.7 aip \he 
reaolu\ion, a cop7 of which 7c,u. aent me. 

I wOlll.4 ncgea\ a all , oorrec\1on la lhe 
flra\ aent.ence of \lie aecond p a&r ph. The worcl 
beneficiari I ahould ~• eneftoi rt• 

1\h beat wiahe1, I re lD 

Yer, alncerely you.re, 

ABSa.BE 
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JOINT AUSPICES 

THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
AND THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

MERCHANTS BUILDING, CINCINNATI, 0. 

June 
Twenty-Second 

Dr. Abba H. Silver 
E. 105th at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

1 9 3 4 

Following our usual custom, we are sending 
to the members of the Commission, complimentary 
copies of our new publications. 

Two books a.re being forwarded to you under 
separate cover: 

WHEN THE JEWISH PEOPLE WAS YOUNG 
by Mordecai I. Soloff 

BIBLE TALES FOR VERY YOUNG CHIIDREN 
by Lenore Cohen 

The first book is intended for children in 
the fourth grade of the Rel -t.gious School and covers 
the history of the Jewish people from the beginning 
to 536 B.C.E. The second book is a selection of 
Bible tales fo be read by mothers and teachers to 
the children who have not yet learned to read. e 
hope that on perusal of these books you will intro­
duce them in your school. 

I plan to have the Minutes of the last meeting 
of the Commission in your hands during the course 
of a week or so. 

With kind greetings and best wishes for a 
pleasant summer, 

Sincerely yours, 

GZ: mk 
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HE Seminar on Social Justice to be conducted during the summer of 
1934 under the joint auspices of the Social Service Commissions of the 
three Rabbinical Organizations has been organized to serve the Rabbis 

of the Orthodox, Conservative and Reform groups. Every man in the ministry 
realizes the fundamental changes that are taking place in the structure and 
organization of social life and is concerned with the problems that are devel­
oping out of the changing social order. The Committee is convinced many 
men in the Rabbinate will welcome this Seminar that will deal primarily with 
the relationship of religion, the Synagogue and the Rabbi to the dominant 
social questions of the day. 

Program of Seminar 

CouRsEs.- Four courses will be given during the two weeks of the 
Seminar. Each course will consist of five sessions of one and a half hours 
each and will allow time for both lecture work and discussion. A bibliography 
and syllabus will be prepared for each course. 

FIELD W ORK.-An opportunity will be offered those who enroll for the 
Seminar to study social problems in New York City and to visit social agen­
cies and institutions. This field work will be done under supervision and 
guidance. 

C0NFERENCES.-A series of conferences with leaders in religion and the 
social field will be arranged for the members of the Seminar. These confer­
ences will be held at a time convenient for the leaders, that is, in the after­
noon or evening. 

CONSULTATION SERVICE.-An opportunity will be given every member of 
the Seminar to consult with experts concerning problems that arise in the 
community served by the Rabbi. 

FEES.-No fee will be charged for tuition. An enrollment fee of $5 will 
be charged each member to cover part of the cost of the Seminar. 

PLACE.- New York has been chosen for the Seminar because this city con­
stitutes a vast social laboratory with unequalled clinical material and the most 
modern methods of study and experimentation. In New York also is found 
the largest Jewish community in the world as well as the principal national 
and international social agencies of the Jewish people. 

AccoMMODATIONs.- A list of accommodations will be on file for those 
who desire to observe the dietary laws. 



[ouRSES 

Fir t Se sion-10 to 11 :30 
Second Session-11 :30 to 1 

I. 

SOCIAL ATTITUDES IN JEWISH TRADITION 

ABRAHAM CRONBACH 

Professor, Department of Social Studies 
Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, Ohio 

A background course that will discuss the development of Jewish thought concern­
ing problems of charity, labor, rights of property, authority of Government, and war 
and peace. 

II. 

PROBLEMS OF MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY 

LEO }UNG 

"The Traditional Jewish Family" 

Lours M. EPSTEIN 

"Problems of the Traditional Jewish Family" 

SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 
Professor, Social Service, Jewish Institute of Religion 

"The Changing Family" 

A discussion of the changes that arc taking place in the foundation, structure, 
organization and function of the family in America. This course will be basc<l upon 
ca e studies of typical families and problems in family life. 

Symposium on Birth Control 

LEO }UNG, ROBERT GORDIS, SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 

III. 

JUDAIS1'1 AND CURRENT SOCIAL PHILOSOPHIES 

DAVID DE OLA POOL 

"Judaism and Fascism" 

EUGENE KOHN BEN ZION BOK ER 

"Judai m and Sociali m" "Judaism and Communism" 

Eow ARD ISRAEL 

"The Synagogue and Social Action" 

A tudy in social technique for the Rabbi and the congregation based upon case 
work studies. This course will consider the procedure of the Rabbi and the congr ga­
tion when social problems arise that challenge the Synagogue and religion. 



IV. 

SOCIAL INSECURITY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 
ABRAHAM EPSTEIN 

Exemtive Secretary, American Association 
for Social Security 

This course will deal with the insecurity of di.ff erent groups in America and the 
forms of social insurance, including Unemployment Insurance, Old Age and Invalidity 
Pensions, Workmen's Compensations and Subsidies for Mothers and Children. 

Abraham Epstein is the author of a number of important works in the field of 
social science, the latest published in 1933 entitled "Insecurity-A Challenge to 
America." He is recognized both in America and abroad as one of the foremost 
authorities in the field of social legislation. His grasp of principles, his mastery of 
procedures and his passion for social justice will make this course of utmost service to 
men in the ministry. 

COMMITTEE ON SEMINAR 
Representing 

Social Justice Commissions of 

CENTRAL CONFERE CE OF AMERICAN RABBIS: 

Sidney E. Goldstein, Edward Israel, William F. Rosenblum 

THE RABBINIC.AL AssEMBL Y: 

Milton Steinberg, Eugene Kohn, Ira Eisenstein 

THE RABBINICAL C0UNOL: 

Leo Jung, David de Sola Pool, Joseph Lookstein 

For further information and enrollment use the following form and mail to 

SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN, 40 West 68th St., New York City, or 

MILTON STEINBERG, SO East 87th St., New York City, or 

LB0 JUNG, 131 West 86th St., New York City. 

-----------------------------------
0 1 desire further information concerning the Summer Seminar on 

Social Justice. 

□ 1 desire to enroll for the Seminar on Social Justice. 

Name ...................................................................................................................................... . 

Address 



The 
UN ION OF AMERICAN 

HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS 

ITS PLACE AND FUNCTION IN 

AMERICAN JEWISH LIFE 



THE UNION OF AMERICAN 

HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

CJ' HE Union of American Hebrew Con­
gregations was organized in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
in 1873 by Isaac Mayer Wise. Dr. Wise be­
lieved that Judaism was compatible with 
modern thought and American life. He felt 
the need of a centralized organization which 
should have clearly in view the purpose of 
keeping Judaism alive and growing in America. 

The Union has in many ways achieved some 
of the hopes of its founder. It has produced 
spiritual leaders; it has promoted Jewish edu­
cation; it has established individual and state 
units of Jewish religious organizations. It has 
united the synagogues of the various cities of 
the United States, and it has established W om­
en's and Men's Federations. 

Today the Union is composed of 281 con­
gregations. It carries on its work through the 
Hebrew Union College, the Department of 
Synagogue and School Extension, the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods and the 
National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods. 
Each department, embracing many sub­
divisions, functions as a separate unit, but all 
are under the control of the Executive Board 
of the Union. 



The Hebreiv Union College 

The first creation of the Union, The Hebrew 
Union College, was established by Dr. Wise 
in 1875 in Cincinnati, Ohio. The College is 
now housed in five beautiful buildings in a 
suburb of Cincinnati - an Administration 
Building, a Gymnasium, the new Library, and 
the old Library, to be converted into a Jewish 
Museum, and a Dormitory. 

Today, in the second half century of its ex­
istence, its faculty consists of fifteen profes­
sors, four special instructors and one teaching 
fellow. It has graduated 349 rabbis, many of 
whom are the leaders of congregations in all 
parts of the United States; several of its grad­
uates occupy pulpits in Canada and England, 
one is in Australia, and one in Panama. 

The Hebrew Union College Library com­
prises over 85,000 volumes. It contains the 
largest Spinoza collection in America. It has 
2,500 Hebrew manuscripts, 2,200 paintings, 
2,000 ceremonial objects gathered from every 
part of the world, and a unique collection 
consisting of more than six thousand items of 
Jewish music. 

A new Library Building was recently 
erected at a cost of $265,000. The Union 
Museum, containing a large collection of 
Jewish antiquities, ceremonial objects, rare 
manuscripts and historical documents, will 
soon move into the old Library Building. 



Synagogue and School Extension 

Another department of the Union- that of 
the Synagogue and School Extension, deals 
with the production of Jewish literature and 
the organization of new Jewish units. This 
department is under the direction of the Board •:-1 

of Managers of Synagogue and School Exten­
sion and this Board appoints, with the Central 
Con£ erence of American Rabbis, two advisory 
commissions. Its educational work is carried 
on under the advice of the Commission on 
Jewish Education, which has adopted a cur-
riculum for American Jewish Religious 
Schools. The Commission handles the prob-
lems of Elementary Education, Youth, Adult 
and University Education, and Teacher 
Training, and has now added a department of 
Surveys and Research. 

The Commission has established a new De­
partment of Youth Work, which studies the 
needs of Jewish Youth. THE YOUTH LEADER, 
a monthly magazine, is sent to leaders of 
Youth organizations. A much needed body of 
literature in the form of group-discussion 
material is being prepared. The Commission 
also publishes THE JEWISH TEACHER, a quar­
terly for religious school teachers. 

The Department publishes text-books and 
teachers' helps, has distributed over one mil­
lion items and has an exhibit of educational 
material for teachers. It publishes YOUNG t'~ 
ISRAEL, a monthly magazine for children. 1 

A Bureau of Synagogue activities has been 



recently established which studies the act1v1-
ties and needs of congregations so that all may 
benefit through the sharing of experiences 
which have been tabulated and studied. 

The Tract Commission has published 
twenty-one tracts, which are distributed to a 
mailing list of educators, judges, legislators, 
state executives, libraries, editors and minis­
ters. The purpose of these tracts is to bring 
to the general public a proper conception of 
the Jew and a more enlightened understanding 
of Jewish ideals. The Tract Commission pub­
lishes annually a pamphlet of Holyday Ser­
mons for communities without religious lead­
ers, and issues descriptions of the holidays as 
these recur, for the use of the daily papers. 

The Department has organized Congrega­
tions, Religious Schools, State Teachers' Asso­
ciations, and Normal Classes. It undertakes 
to educate its own educators in the principles 
of pedagogy, and maintains ( with the aid of 
the N. F. T. S.) as many as six fellowships 
leading to doctorate degrees in Pedagogy at 
Teachers' College, Columbia University. 

The Department of Synagogue and School 
Extension has another purpose - that of 
stimulating Jewish activities in organized 
centers. It employs at present three regional 
rabbis who travel in the North Central, South­
eastern, and Northeastern states and who aid 
in organizing Jews living in small towns. 
Many of the resident rabbis co-operate in vis­
iting isolated districts. Two regional unions 



have been established, one in the Southeast 
region and one in the Northeast region. 

The Department aids in bringing the mes­
sage of Judaism to Jews living on farms, in 
correctional institutions and hospitals unaffili­
ated with synagogues, at summer resorts, etc. 

The Department is similarly serving Jew­
ish students in many colleges and universities. 

Federation of Sisterhoods 
Another group allied with the Union is the 
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, 
which was organized in 1913, and which now 
has a membership of 346 Sisterhoods. Its pri­
mary interest is in religious and congrega­
tional life; philanthropic and civic interest 
have a secondary place in its programs. 

The Federation's most outstanding activity 
was the completion of the Hebrew Union Coi­
lege Dormitory which it erected and equipped 
at a cost of $340,000, secured by voluntary 
gifts from its members. The Gymnasium was 
the gift of Mrs. J. Walter Freiberg, a former 
President of the National Federation of Tem­
ple Sisterhoods, and was given in honor of her 
husband, a former president of the Union. 
The Sisterhoods are continuing to maintain 
the Dormitory and they also provide annually 
a large number of scholarships for students at 
the Hebrew Union College. 

The Sisterhoods are contributing $15,000 to 
the educational work of the Department of 



Synagogue and School Extension and are 
maintaining three of the six Jewish fellow­
ships in pedagogy at Columbia College. 

The Sisterhoods undertake many tasks in 
congregational life, such as organization of 
Bible and Child Study Classes, and encour­
agement of observance of Jewish holidays in 
the home. They publish an annual Jewish 
Art Calendar, interest themselves in student 
activities, distribute Uniongrams, and partici­
pate in many other religious projects. 

Federation of Brotherhoods 
The National Federation of Temple Brother­
hoods is the newest branch of the Union. Al­
though but eight years in existence, it has a 
membership of 120 Brotherhoods. It aims to 
promote religious interests of men, to advance 
Jewish culture through study, and to intensify 
social life under Temple auspices. Its watch­
word is "Man-power for the Temple." 

The Brotherhoods interest themselves in re­
ligious propaganda, social service, student ac­
tivities, open forums, Synagogue attendance, 
and adult education. Their publication, THB 

JEWISH LAYMAN, contains cultural and edu­
cational articles. 

The Brotherhoods conducted a National 
Survey of the religious attitudes and practices 
of the Jewish laity. The results of this survey 
are published under the title, The Voice of the 
J ewi.ih Laity. They also plan programs and 
activities for their Temple Clubs, conduct 
adult study classes, aid in increasing the at-



tendance at religious services, and in assisting 
in local and national Jewish movements where 
personal service is needed to achieve results. 

The above are some of the varied activities 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega­
tions. There is an additional phase of its ac­
tivities which consists of contacts with inter­
national and national agencies in the pursuit 
of tasks in which the Union represents its 
allied bodies and the congregations that belong 
to it. Such is co-operation with the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism, with the 
Committee on Good Will between Jews and 
Christians, and with the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis in the work of the Com­
mission on Social Justice. Many additional 
tasks await the strengthening of its financial 
resources. 

The officers of the Union are: Charles 
Shohl, Honorary President; Ludwig Vogel­
stein, Chairman of the Executive Board; 
Jacob W. Mack, Marcus Rauh, and Maurice 
D. Rosenberg, Vice-Presidents; N. Henry 
Beckman, Treasurer and George Zepin, Sec­
retary. David A. Brown is Chairman of the 
Board of Finance; Alfred M. Cohen, Chair­
man of the Board of Governors, of the He­
brew Union College; Julius W. Freiberg, 
Chairman of the Board of Managers of Syna­
gogue and School Extension; Mrs. Maurice 
Steinfeld, President of the National Federation 
of Temple Sisterhoods, and Charles P. Kramer, , 
President of the National Federation of Tem-
ple Brotherhoods. 
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In order to correct an impression which may have been created 

by the press reports of the proceedings of the Central Conference 

of American Rabbis on June 14th, the Conference desires to put 

itself on record to the following effect. 
The -Conference 

Jons w all the enlightened forces of mankind in resisting 

to the uttermost the attacks which are being made by the Hitler 

Government upon civilization and upon all the moral and s~iritual 

values which we cherish. 

Our resistance is not prompted by any illwill or hatred of 

the German people, but by an inescapable moral compulsion to defend 

the indispensable values of free, creative human life. 

We believe in and proclaim anew, the right of every human 

being to live everywhere in the world and to be recognized as of 

equal dignity in the national body politic of any country irres­

pective of the blood in his veins or the faith of his soul. 

e believe in and proclaim anew the right of every individual to 

have perfect liberty of conscience and freedom of utterance in 

all matters of religious, social, economic and political import, 

and we protest with all our might against the oppression of any 

individual on these grounds as contrary to the great Judaeo-Christian 

heritage of our civilization. 

We are deeply grateful for the many evidences of understanding 

and sympathy which Christian leaders have manifested and for the 

outspoken opposition to the Hitler terrorism on the part of all 

the truly liberal forces of the world. 

As rabbis in Israel we glory in the courage which has been 

manifested by leaders of the Christian churches in the Nazi 

Reich who are seeking to resist every attempt to paganize the 

religion of their people. 



-2-

While the Conference as an official body which cannot speak 

~for the whole or Israel does not advocate any articular type or 

resistance, it believes that moral persuasion should be supple­

mented by every manner ot non-violent resistance calculated to 

bring to an end the re ime of 1n,qulty and enslave1hent which 

today obta ns in Nazi Germany. As Americans e call upon our 

fellow Americans to rally with us in defense of those American 

humane and demooratic princ1 les hich are being viol ted by the 

Nazi Government. 

for the- - ---

Central Conference or American Rabbis 

Dr. Samuel H. Goldenson, President 
Dr. orris Newfield 
Dr. David Philipson 
Dr. S uel Schulman 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Dr. Ste hens. ise 

Committee 
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