
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         18            6           391 
 
 

Central Conference of American Rabbis, 1934-1935. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
to the 

FORTY-FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

of the 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

by 

Samu,ell H. Goldenson 

June 14th to 18th 

Nineteen Hundred and Thirty-Four 

WERNERSVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

to the 

FORTY-FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

of the 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

by 

Samuel H. Goldenson 



W E HAVE m tocrcth r to - nf 'r upon m( tt ·r- p 'rtttining tc our -allin~ 
a th spiritual lea<l "r_ f I ~ad, an<l to_ tak ·oun ... 1 tog 'th 'r upon the 
way and m an f di char mer our dut1 to th ... m "n, wom "n an<l -hil, 

dr n who lo k to u for in truction and in ·pi ration, for olac anJ rc(t --uran - . 
Away fr m the turmoil and tumult of itic , w ha ·om ... t > th -:; qui "t hill 
wh r the wid r vi ta may giv u a gr at r <l "tachm nt an<l p "r ' p ·ti , for th-. 
di cu ion of th difli -ultic that b t u and th orro\,V ' that afl11 ·t u p ig, 
nantly. Lik par nt wh annot k "'P from talkin_r ahout th fate of a ick 
hild, o w , the teach rs in I ra l, cannot turn our min<l aw.ty f re m th a lam, 

jty that ha b fall n our p ople. W try to div rt our minJ hy o -- up,ttion with 
oth r thin , but th h "'art that a h ann t o ( ily h th -.J . Though c 
know w an achi v but littl by th ontinu <l di cu i m of c ur trc uhl y 't 
w do find m r li f and con lation v n in xpr... ing our anxi ti " to onl' 
another and in th v ry xchang of our fear . 

W arc living, a very n f u know , in Jifficult tim .., , tim - that ar, 
confu d by the mpl xity and multiplicity of contradi ·t ry oun ,J -, tr >Uhl c.l 
hy the failure and th fru tration_ f p r < n and I opl ' anJ m na ,J hy th, 
gath rincr and th m bih:::ation of th <le tructiv for - ' th , \ orlJ ov r. In su -h 
time we J w ar , ala , ah: c y the fir t to f ·cl th ... wrath of <li ·.tppointL:J anJ 
nragcd m n. 

At thi mom nt, the at of < ur great ' t <liffi -ulty an<l - >rro 1 • 111 ,crm,tny· 
th land f th phil phcr , th poet , . nd th ' m u~ician , ·tr,tn~ to s,ty ! Th 
pr nt ruler f that t nd ar bringing hom' t u llfrc-h, with hrut(d for - and 
with humiliatin intent th m 'aning of th ... Jc i -h p rohl m. Th, Thirc.l R ei -h i 
giving u a n w in iaht int th natur' of human hi tory , nJ i • ' p ·c1,tlly t ·a -h, 
jng us th i nifi an- f th phra ' ur time ·." W now unJ r tan<l mor"' 
than ver that w ar living in a plurc li ti univ r ... temporally con ic.h r ·<l. W 
had h n mi 1 d by th hi tori( 1r into h 1i ing that tim ', tl it aff ' t human 
lif , i of a in I and unplc nature an<l mov" only in one Jir 'ction in ' ry 
period. The c nv ni nt cl •✓ ice of th hi torian )f <li i<ling th g n ' rati n cf 
1T1an int ra and ivincr a parat nam to ach ' gm ·nt of tim , ·alling m 
An i nt another Medi al an<l till an th r M cl 'rn, ha , cau <l u to ovrrl ok 
v ry important foatur s of human xp n nc . W w r f 1rth r mi gui<lcJ hy th 
ul gi ti charact rizati n of me of th p riod , a the R nai • anc or th 

En light nm nt. F oli hly w thou ht of very uc iv:> p ri <l a on which 
1 ·ft f r v r b hind v ry pr c ding on , or a if it w r ov n out of thr 'ad of 
wh lly n w and cliff r nt mat rial int patt rn altc g th r n v 1. 

But (: la , human hi tory i not o imp!:> an affair. In v ry fact . 11 of u liv 
not in unitary tim , hut in th .. multipli ity of tim . For w arc alway ur, 
r uncled hy p rs n and influ nc a t hy mold m r or t, fa hion <l in dif .. 
f rent p ri cl and un<l r cliff r nt ·i enci of lif . Hitl r, hr nolo 1ically, i 
a nt mporary of Th ma Mann, Alh rt Ein t in and Franklin Roo "velt hut 
p y ·holo i ally, h i c nturi apart from th m. But in Hitl ri m w find th 
mo t imp rtant fa tor in d t rminin ur day. Th rman dictator in th year 
19~ 4 ha hi s at of fficc and p w r jn B rlin, wh r h he th u f cl vie 
f r xpr ion that ar compl tely mod rn- the tel ph n , the tel raph, and 
th radi but th thin that h ay and th pirit in hich he ay thL:m are 

5 



altog th r a r produ tion of the sup r titi n and th v nom of th s that per, 
petrat cl the lnqui ition in the fifteenth and ixt enth centuries. Th major dif, 
ference between th m dieval p r ut r and him i that h i abl , throu h the 
swift a ncies of communicati n, to di til hi poi on with cl trical despat h. 

But w ha t n to r mark that d let ri u influ n e like hen fie nt one 
mu t have f rtil oil. Men like Hitl r unf rtunat ly ar always pr nt in th 
world· at any rate, pot ntially. It is only wh n their fellowmen arc greatly dis, 
turbed, defeated and fru tratcd, that they b om a pr y to the e dernag aue 
and fal e m iah . F r, it mu t h n tcd, that b hind Hitl ri m i a broken and 
thwart d G rmany, , urround d by a world totally cl moraliz d and env nom d 
by th war and al mpl t ly impo ri hed by th in vitabl d pre ion that 
follow d. 

hviou 1 .: on that 1,; h uld 1 arn from all thi i what ry od 
phy i ian fir t t ach hi pati nt and that is that rarely is an ailm nt purely 
local. Every di a e i th r ult of the di tillation of me p i on attacking the 
body. But if a man' phy, ical onditi n re alt ther h althy, h would be 
ab] t throw it ff, ' a th phra., g e~, and r main unharm cl. If we w re 
wise and a d physician as w hould be, we would not p nd all ur tim and 
nergy in cl noun in Hitl ri:;m, but r er om f ur tren th for the gr at r 

and m r u ful ta k of under tandin th ba kground and th au e f its 
pow r and ck to r dicat them. 

Amoncr the thing that we houl<l und r tand, e pecially in thi cri i , i the 
impl fa t that v ry important principl and ideal that ha been d v 1 p cl for 

man guidanc , prate tion, and uplift tends to chan e it benefi nt quality in 
th hour wh n h find him If too " erely tried and t o h lpl in hi di tres . 
Th .,e v ry principl and id al b tray him by takin on fal e hape and ·tdclin<Y 
unto thcms Iv poi onous ingredi nt . In normal alm, and confid nt tir.ie , 
such ideal a nationali m, cultur , nd unity, ar h lpful aacn i in promo~ina 
his w lfare. But wh n the mind i ovcr,troubl d and the pirit unnerv d and 
weaken d by trial and tribulation, by d f at and f ar, nationali m becom a 
slogan of warfar and i' arti ulated in th ov r,a rtiven s of peopl s and in a 
kind of r b lliou '11 which is obliviou to the laim and ri hts of other . Thus 
do hauvinism arise in all nationali ti thinkincr und r tr 

A with nationali m, with culture. In n rmal period , i th apac, 
ity t draw from th phy ical and human nvironm nt th orld ver th in, 
formativ and in piriting exp rienc s by whi h a man m, y live humanly a.nd 
humanely. But under the provocati n of unusual di turbance, m n lo the 
power f appr priatin wid ly and wis ly from the r our es of lif . It m 
a if a c ntraction of their vi ion re ults and th y e only what is n ar and value 
only what is immediately attainahl . S eing only what i cl se t to them, they 
naturally exa rat it imp rtance at the xp n e of all other thin that lie 
beyond the circl of thrir vi i n. 

Mor over at u h time , in ord r to r a ure them Ive in their pre nt po i-
tion of d pend nc up n th principl a n wly int rpreted, m n empha iz with 
equal in i tence the ncLe sity of olidarity. At b ttom, thi cry f r solidarity 
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may b but an e pr ~ io11 of fear th( t they cann )t . tan<l long anJ un upport --cl 
111 the pre cnce of th ir new i<l al . It j a if th y f ,]t that if th y <liJ no un: 
new r ruit and achie , th ir hj 'cti ,~ in a hort tim , th., new .ty of 
th ught w uld r v al th i_r uglin and futility and lo their pow r altog--tlPr. 
Thu do propa andc n e and propaganda i a fal ~ mcth )cl f <lu ·ation ju t 
a hauvini m i fal e nati nali m ra ·ial Kultur fal cultur, . n<l ol i<larity faLc 
unity. 

A:1oth r I s on that w hould 1 ·trn from th ri an<l <l ·vclopm 'nt t f p u <lt 
id al i that it fr quently hap n that in opr o ing the .. per crt--J notion 
th se who uff r mo t fr m th m re rt t th lf- .. am., typ of thinkin1! and 
method of attack and <lcf n . Th xi le nation of thi tr, ng cir ·um tan -
may h found in th fa t that to the victim th" aggr or app < r tc l1ttv an 
ac sion of pow r throuah th ir n "w way f th ught and hcha i )r. H --n , th 
m n who wi h t cl fend th m cl • u • fully naturally adopt th m 'thod 
that ecm t hav mad their n mi.. u ful. ) do., th... hau ini m of on ... 
p pl beg t chauvini m in an th r. The empha i upon L 1 cone --ption of 

ultur is o n re- ho cl hy oth r . Th all f r h-.Jlig r 'nt and Pgim 'ntcJ ol , 
i<larity in n plac 1 c cl to a imilar -all in oth --r an<l th, m tho<l f pn pa
, an<la ar imitat <l by the ry n age in t whom it \: a riginally Jir ct J. 
Thu i th., vi iou cir-le form cl and completed within hi h, c in a witch' 
cauldr n, th n mou poi on of mutual u picion hatred, and dc-tru ·tion ar 

mpoundc<l and br "W cl. 

I he c g ne into the r citation of the vvorld' diffi ultic an<l th.... ay th y 
aff ct m n' mind , becau I bcli >vc that th tim ha com for u Rahhi 
, ho have h hind u , long hi tory of xp "'ri nc , thought, ancl a pirati m to tak, 
c1 compr h n iv and a elf ... car·hin~ a vi w . w-- can f the I r-- ,cnt cata , 
troph . nc ancl for all, w mu t r gniz that when th hip of tatc i · thr--a.t, 
"'ncd hy torm and h gin to jnk confu ion en u ancl if m n think f other at 
all, they ar apt t think nly f tho lo t t th m. Lik all figur ( f p h, 
thi on d n t wh lly parall 1 th ituation that trouble u , hut I u it 
to brinb to mind on thin and that i that th fir t duty of all f u i t 
rcmov a far a an th fc re th~ t thr atcn th., , tahility of th ial rd r. 
If, in th langua f I aiah, "th"' ( rk of ricrht u n i pea -c " it i hviou that 
th work of unrighteousnc __ ~ mu t h war and in ·urity. In th la t analy i , 

c Jew cann t h p t he fr"' in an unright u )rl<l. In fa t, n n an b 
free in uch a w rlcl, and 1 a t f all, th who h--long to a minority. If thi 

o, hat hall we ay f a min rity u ·h a N' • r , who numb r' ar ·at ... 
t r d, who ar on picuou by our a tiviti and omctimc v n by ur ucce:sscs 
and who e hi tory, more vcr, ha h ....... n nc f c n tant pr tc t a ain t th pre
vailing ial and r Ii iou id al . ur ly, u h a min rity an c rtainly n t 
h p to b fr c wh r nation w r . gain t nation and la again t cla . 

If w Jew w re a pa siv and incliffcr nt folk, our pr nc might not hav 
be "11 o en rally not cl. If am ng u th r w r f "r m n capable of uc e 
in omm r , finance, indu try, law, m di ine, art, ancl ci n , th n t , ur 
b havior w uld not hav b n o k nly watch cl. And if through ut ur his
tory we had not differ d o p r i tently with our n ighbor ahout human valu 
and <l tiny, about Pr vi<l n and the g cl lif , many irritation and antag n
ism v. ould not hav cl v l peel. 
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A the ultimate guarantee of th tability of any ocial ord r is in right ou , 
ness, so the most c rtain prote tion of any minority group omcs from their 
parti ipation in and the promotion of very ju t and humane au e. Our duty, 
accordingly, hould be cl ar to ev ryone of us. But in ord r to do our part in 
the improvement of s cial condition and relation wherever we liv , w hould 
first learn to scrutiniz our own mode of thinkin and our own conduct. 

In one nse, 1t 1 important that men h uld learn to take couns l of th ir 
own fears. Whencv r on group is threat n d by the growing anta oni m 
arising from di trc d c ncliti n and animo iti ju tified by new ide lo<ri , it 
should alway ke p th natur of the conditi n and th e rationalizations in 
mind. Only by o cl ing an it pr v nt th d v lopment of imilar onclitions 
and vi w among th m clvc . 

At pre nt, many thoughtful and di c rning p r n gr atly fear that intol, 
cran e and illih rali m may pr ad in oth r untri b id Germany. uch 
men kn w that wh r v r illih rali m h com dominant, it manife t it elf in, 
variably in th r j ction of ideal g nuincly ultural and univ r ally ethi al ( ncl 
in th pr mulgati n in th ir plac f on cpti n f ultur and of valu that 
are up rfi ial, x lu iv , and ~ lf,c nt r cl. h uld illib ralism d v lop in 
Am rica, it would mo t c rtain]y h w it elf in the denial of the human and 
the cl mo rati prin i1 I upon whi h our g v rnm nt i f uncled and in the 
ub tituti( n f id a not unlik tho that arc u d to explain and to ju tify th 

erman p r cuti n and atrocitie . 

Realizing then, a v ryon of u hould, th t i1 th prcad of intol ranc , we 
.kw ar alway th fir t i ·tirr1 , it h hoovc u to b pc ially wat hful of our 
own condu t and n t ommit the folly of h Ii vinp- that similar illiberali m_ may 
not cl v lop among our Ive . In thi h ur f our diffi ulty, we h ulcJ h( Id 
un h k d th urr nt f fr h thou ht and k' p alive th fir s f cl v tion t 
th pirit of coun l and un<l r tan cling. ur ta k i o t think a to h ... able 
to giv ... a far cin and on i<ler cl judgment up( n any and all propo iti n made 
for the luti n of our probl m . If we h ulcl tak prop r coun el from the 
natur f the atta k mad up n u in rmany and if we tudy th .ir orirrin 
and the way th y ar ju tifi d by ur en mi , w w uld be p cially n guard 
a crainst th developm nt in J wi h cir I f narrow and trivial on pti n of 
cultur , of chauvini tic nationali m, and of the advocacy of ri id and r gim nted 
solidarity. 

Su h lidarity, I fear i being urg d upon u at this v ry tim . Ev rywhcr 
ther i a ry f r Jcwi h lidarity. It i unque. ti nably important and, c pc, 
cially in th e thr at ninrr tim , that w hould think and act to eth r. But 
mere lidarity will n t ervc u, as it does not rv th w rld at lar , . What 
is need cl am n , u ... i u h har J conviction and attitude a r ult fr m criti ~al 
thinking and fr m ~1 arly on iv d and c mpl t ly ju tifi d obj ctive . 

In rmany today ther i th same in i t nee upon olidarity. Hitl r laims 
to hav more olidarity behind him than any f rmer lead r ha enjoyed. Ala , 
for th rid that u h i th ca , if it i ! If w , a J w , devel p th kin<l 
of li<larity that i m r ly th r ult of th pr ur fr m the out id an<l if 

herd t ther at th cry and all of any champion, w may b I d t the 
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valley of d' truction • t having piritual r' - )Ur to th rc<l mptiv pow r . 
It is t wax el q 1p ·clarity. It i on of the al i t 
1111m ly commend f ma mind. But what • y 
to un er ?.nd i that h • in<l Jnc ha al ay h 'I from an 
a<l quat appr ciation of th ing ( f our hi tory and t 1t of our 
hteratur . Unle we ar inf upon ur i , no J <la n 

cl oped and when no tandard ar d oped, J lid i 
to h om.. nothing m r' than hrut in th.. hour n 
ath r and torn1 threaten. 

W hav already c n th ign of the ha ( - rought by uninfc nn J and 
un ritical li<larity in ur mid t. In many citic our p opl ha h n ·all d 
tog th r by elf appointed lr,1d • th a • of J 'wi h right, anJ f r th, 
pr m ti n of pecial program hjc tiv app al ha al • nvariahly 
b n made in th n, f J v. lidarit an app 'al w 1l<l h r , 
min • n t unlik f p rpatr o fr 'l}U ntly far a t 
jn ir hat if nc Jt ir -, I , a - rtain ign loyalty to 
one' le and to untry. 

What w uld cultivate, how v r, i the unity that i • fr rn I vm~ 
our h ritage and from th r t that ca -h I th o ay of making 
that hcritag > t in life. The re r -t of 1ec that w .. <l man<l from 
non, J w , we uld c rtainly requiP of our i1 • n to on , noth r. 
Within the fi of su h un - nding, the m fo • • n<l 
ff ctual a ·tion f r good. Th houlcl h • no cl i . mong h 

n ity and importance of hcl1 ing our p "opl wh y ·uf , 
c, of th acti n f nature or through th inhumanity of man. 1 

G n Jew ar in dire diffi ulty. The du d h f 
1.1 and hould not lauded hy any oth s. a 
hav n to om of ti Jew n P an<l n 
~· houl<l be to th r. Id < ny 
a place of m nt duty <l p u to 

May I uggc t that ith the fa .. hion to a - ntu ri • li<larity 
i th t n<l n y in our mi l k ov rn out id ·c xt "'rnal 
in trumentaliti . for p I ra ti lf, utiny c n cl w re 
ahle to act with a and cl '"' Ii ti w would no o olv 
our problem by r r 1 t ag n t ar hou t h 1al and 
up rfi ial? We tt th hahit I king mo offici, 1 h di 

.rnd to publi pronun a r reli f fr our djffi u hi i a mark 
of naiv t which i alway 1v of th i pa ity t t arly, ritj ·ally, 
and r ali ti ally. 

I an w 11 und d why turn n and o in • tly t ut, 
.. id ag nci . A i ani and in ation, naturally lo k f <ls 
and champions wh an find ti a • y found among 
m n • pu a . Mor ov r, ) , arry w ight, 
and, we r ul for any th iv . annot but b , 
Ii \; ag t m of thi f not kn w how 
p ry many public prof and pr ti c h ughtful and 
cl ming p r ons rar ly take riou ly. 
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But th great t <lat about clcp -- pon th e al • 1'-

that th y may bee m ut' for n and hcroi n o n 
part. If th y hould ta pla of ing, lf, , a1 i , 
cipline, our pr bl m , I ill not n cl, but ma b {tte<l. 

N h • that i r ir cl to pr v nt t 11 nt in our 
f i<l "ologi and method pra ·c u mi s 
ty ur own du t to whet r j d in 

ur t c1 t liv a min Ju t a nt e 
hav d to much upon rficial a1 n p rt 
fro we h • ·k mann tt n into th habit of givin llo 
ju tifi- r our c. An~' group that wills to remai1 
not be too easily satisfied witl1 the contributions that it rna~e t 
hould it • thcr • ance that it h 

a hi v m f fina du try, m dici 
art. All t ... ..., __ ,.,.., ...,.., y be rtant, but a J 

• i mor... r r . iri , 
n d th g o<l m to 1 ir 
t to h ok u c ffic ncl inadc, 

• • n fo h a g f 
i y a 'hi h 1 r 

n. com c. r l , 
la , and arti t , hould in t ·r tiv 
r a y forth .. m ~ added hcncfa tio ur 

I ere a J w thinking piritually of our hi t ry an ·ny, w 
faun pr dominant in any • y, that indu try woul the im, 
pa t tic love of rig} n 1d of ympathy with avor cl. 
Jf a .:c • plac a in any community, t 
\ ou or m r r t ev ry pro· lo ki1 
t • ct nation and nation and to th ·nati 
l n p an . rel, ur very J wi w • u 
t y gram o 1 d ur commitm ,n Id • 

1duct of our nc. in the ma of ou 
h thinkin a and pract ir 1 r n 

a rit gr at r fr . y lu n 
J pr bl m, it t i i v rt f 
r rk d out f h} r ag an 
W c me back, t , to our ' piritual h only thiner that an 
av u and thr ugh which we 'c. n g1v un a la and hop , t 

th world. 

If w continu t 1111 ha i:: nati nali m and to be drawn into proj ct f a 
pur ly nationalistic haract r it will b ome ev r more difficult for u t ju tify 

ur eparate existen e and b 'au .. e of the emphasi upon th valu t iv a 
mor 1 and piritual account of our lv . Our non, J wi h f 11 wm n may cliff r 
mo t am tly and nuin ly with u on relicriou round , hut they non th 
I can and, for th m t part, d und r tand why w h uld b 1 yal t th 
faith of our fath r . To many of th m e may b mi uid d, y t they do appr , 
iat faithfuln to ur O\'. n r ~ligiou tea hin But he t I h Ii mu t h 



Jiffi ult f r our n ighh r t und r taml i ' th - hift in t ur loyal ti ... , from the 
thing that we hav pro laim d for thou and c f y , r a our primary on - rn 
and upr m ati n, t tho thing th,tt nMy m<lk u - in<li, tingui h,thl from 
all th r ultural and nati nal rr up . 

If our hi tory had h n lik th, t of any oth ·r p "'op! .. U,lting h,l -k t an -i nt 
day and if w had -ontinu d to liv upon our original oil < r had migrat d 
cl cwh r a a parat national gr up, " .. would no h, no prohl 'm n, 
tially cliff r nt from tho that oth r nation - ha . But )Uf hi t )ry i not like 
that f any th r national err 11p. Th ugh tarted a , ·pa rat p c I l mu h 
lik any oth r nation, lity, y t oon hcgan to 'C n - i .. ur Iv.. in an , ·n, 
tially cliff r nt rol . In t ad f r garcling our .. 1 in th' -u tom, ry fa hion a 
a v r ign p opl , who ov r ignty r ' ... t ·cl Uf on ·onquc t po ·i n, and 
p w·r, w n thought of our I a- th"' k- p·r an<l tru t'' < f tr a ·ur 
valued gr at r than tho hiJd n in th il of any lan<l . 

I am not unmindful f th fa t that w' arc not th only p ·opl, that h, 
E n our I in th rol of p • -ial in tru1T1 nt of mor,tl and pi ritual truth 
Th lif of p pl and individual ah un<l in iwtan - - of u -h ·If uhlimation. 
Ev ry fanati' ha a p ial < mmi i n from n Hi1rh . Th r' i th r for-- a v·ry 
gr at ri k in urging any group to r' -all that th ·i r f c rh ar ·on - i d f th m, 
uclv., a ha ing , p i, I ap1 intmcnt ith <le ·tiny anJ a p,trlicularly -ho- ·n 
for a uniqu' ta k in hi .. t ry. 

But I till in i ·t on th nnp rtan c f n:min<ling our -1 )f that v -ry 
quality an<l feature in our hi tory. And I <lo hccau " of th' p Yuliarity 
tin<l in J--wi h thinking with r ganl t thi cry cone J tion of playing { , p ·iaI 
rnl in human lif . It h ulJ h point -.J out that ' n idc( that <l al with moral 
purpo may h matcriali tically n ~ ivcd. If a mor, l - )mmi ion i , P' 
proached and ac pt <l goti ti ally, th., nt rpri ' that follow i - a mttt riali.., tic 
a.. if on r iv ,d a mmi ion to paint a portrai or huild , h u . 

Th p • ignificant uality of J wi h thinking upon th., rol of I ra I 
a divine witn i that it ~ubj ct d th --m to ntinuou rutiny If .. 
di iplin , crifi . It i on thing to I ok up n o a having , 
p cial pr r gativ t tran mit moral valu to oth r and imp 11 d 

t imp th m, hut it i quit anoth r thing to m m r, l 
id a1 con tant hallc to lf,purificati n and tic n. In th proph ·ti 

• , r p at cl in i t n - th, t ulcl c ur Iv a th 
ri u . Wh n th in<livi<luc l upon th n I law 
I and upr m maj ty, th n h <lwcll in a kingdom wh r th 

pla r th trivial, th, ext rnal, and th a -i<l nt f mat rial fortun 

I kn w th r i n thing n v 1 in what I am aying at thi mom nt. It may 
m t many that I am xpr ing antiqual cl noti n . But th tim ha 

m for th r a rti n f th thin('f that our L th r have valued thr u h ut 
th ag f r th r ,affirmati n f thcr truth and l yalti hi h may 

ur d ir for ontinu cl i t n ,.. , J w and c I o ain rc ~p t 
f r thi cl ir fr m our n n, J wi h n ighbor . I am - nvinc d that if w , a the 
..,piritual 1 acl r f our p opl , do not i th m in th dark day m light 
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upon their hi tory and de tmy and h Ip them to f el that they have som thing 
to liv by and om thin Y to liv for, perman nt and irreparabl disint ration 
will result. It should b our ta k to make the di tinctively r Ii iou hi tory of 
our peopl fun tionally felt in th ir liv . If it i f It, it will b found to olv 
many a problem for th m. Th int rnal probl m of maladju tment, timidity, 
and of per onal groping, will on di app ar. F r he who ha an imp rtant job 
and apprt:ciate it i nificance find tren th, lf,resp t and dignity. Whole 
people , a w 11 a individual , liv hy their r pon ibiliti , aff ctions and loyal, 
ti s. Th mom nt th e cea~ to fun tion in th ir live , di ipation of vital 
ener y en u and i followed hy lo of id ntity. 

Th primary obligati n that r t up n u , a Rabbi , i t k ep th fire of 
J wi h 1 arning and a piration burnin . Pra ti al and thoroughcroing means 
should b d vi ed and p r i t nt ffort mad t bring th kn wledg f J wi h 
hi tory and lit ratur to our p opl and t imbu th m with I v for J wi h 
value . At a tim wh n ur p opl need un I and c urag , faith and h pe, 
we h uld f 1 thi duty all th, mor~. W hould f I it al h cau e w liv in 
Am rica, where ar f un<l th gr ct t numb r and v n n w th mo t pro , 
p r u J w of the world. Pal ' tin may b com the place wh r J wi h value , 
ide Ii m and lit ratur will fl uri h again a in an i nt clay . But no 0 r at roup 
can live p rman ntly n h n w ·J cultur or id al any more than th y can 
live f rev r up n horro d apit, l. The uncl niable fact i that th quality f 

v ry p opl ' lif i larg ly cl -- t rmin d by th immediat nvir nm nt. If the 
Mal ha homayim, th Kingdom of Hcav 'n, hould om , to r alizati n in 
J ru al m, th J w f NC\ Y rk would till her t be av cl fr m th ir own 
ign ran nd mi <loin . 

Mor ov r h ' , u th ' Jc\ in thi ... c mtry arc fr e and numerou and m re 
l r per u than th ir hrcthr n cl wh r th y ar naturally looked t n t only 
for a._ i tance, hut al o f r m thing of 1 ad r hip. If, th r f re, in Am ri a 
we <lo not d v lop th cultural and piritual valu of our p pl , w hall 1 e 
th z > t for living a Jew and in vitably hav little uncl r tandin f and n, 
thu ia m for th higher a I irati n f ur p pl Ii ing 1 wh re. 

Havin in mind th duty that now cl v l ulJ 
su g t that all our r ligiou fore unit up n a pr ram lo king for the 
revival of J wi h l arnin and f r th timulati n of J wi h loyalti 
and id ali m. Th ynagogu ouncil of Am ri 'a, re1 re ntincr th thr e 
reli:-,i u gr up~ in our rniJ t may 11 mak thi program it primary bucin .. . 
Thi i a ta k worthy f th h t in u , and in th arryin ut f whi h w will 
find ur elvc unit <l, happy, and u ful. Thi i an hj tiv alt th r and 
unmi takably in lin with our ag ,olcl hi tory, and thi bj tiv the w rld will 
und r tand fully. In th attainm nt f thi purpo hall h arrying out 
th ri inal commi ion gi ~n to Ahraham, wh m e ar pl a cl to cl rih as 
the Fath r f Ju<lai m the ommi i n, nam ly ""B thou a bl ing.' 

In r ·ent y ar our p opl hav b c m p ciali ts in th art of c ndu tin 
campaign . W hav manag 'd many u c ful drive f r r Ii f, philanthr py, 
and n ral ocial w lf ar . Th tim ha m to u our p rt kn ledg a 
campaign r for th mo t imr rtant n cl f ur p pl and ur day, th r vitaliza, 
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tion of religiou faith and the reconsecration t thi 'al and piritual ideals. Why 
may not the week of Chanukah be u ed for u h a . mpaign? It is tru that 
the brotherhoods connect d with our con r ation hav already en ed the ap, 
propriateness of this fe tival for r Ii iou rallic , but we mu t do m r than 
use Chanukah a an occasion for sp chmaking ab ut Judai m and for the 
recitation of our difficultic and trouble . What i n d d is to plan, a a gr at 
drive is planned, to us the entire week in v ry mmunity for th du ati n, 
Etimulation, and rein piritation of our peopl ith r gard to Jewi h nd and 
J wish hope . Thus will Chanukah be r viv d in a high and n" , 
rather than as a pale ff et of Christma c lebrati n in rdcr t ti fy our 
little ones. As the Maccabean ignalized th ir vi tory v r th ir oppre or and 
their will to live by the r building and th r cl di < ti n of the T mple, o hould 
we make every effort to r consecrate our synag gu and our educati nal in ti, 
tutions and upon the r currence of ev ry Chanukah, k t r viv 1 arning in 
th smallest cheder, a w 11 a in the r at t J wi h at of lcarnin 

We often wond r why our people oiv uch c, nt upport to our ultural and 
religious instituti n . The im1 le an wer i • that th y hav b om Id , nd in, 
cliff r nt to th wi dom and the faith of our fa.th r . L t a man h m armly 
J wish throu h lovin th lawgiver , the p almi t , th pr ph t , th age and 
martyrs of Israel, and he will aive,--give with a willing h art and giv abun, 
dantly. 

If we d velop a thoroughgoing and farrcaching pro ram f r th r vival f 
J wi h education and religious loyalties in Am rican Jewry, w hall find that 
through the very executfon of such a program, many of our practi al and pr , 
f s ional problem that we, as Rabbis and teachers have, will n b lved. 
For the more riou ly our people will take the n cd f J wi h l arnincr, th m r 
institutions will b required and, of course, th mor, tea h r . During r nt 
year , particularly ince the depre ion, our ommunal 1 adcr hav b n g ttin. 
into the habit of e on mizin fir t at the exp n c of ur cultural and reli iou • 
institutions. They did not and do not eem t realiz that in doing o th y w re 
h lping to d moralize J wi h life and undermine it at a tim wh n m n nc d 
mo t the support of faith and the reas uran of inn r nvi ti ns. Th re i no 
greater shortsightedn s than the policy of r tr n hm nt at th xpens of th 
ducation of our children. 

The reason for uch pra tices is quite evid nt. M n t nd to ave where th 
ffect of savin are not immediately felt. To av n 1 th or helter mean 

suff ring from heat or cold, if not instantly, then in but a little whit . To ave on 
food means gnawin hun r. But th pirit i, m re patient and 1 il1' 

istent than th body, but it suffers none th 1 . If it i n t iven u tenance, 
it t droop and dies. But in the death of the pirit, ther i reater injury 
than in the death of the body. For the individual who i piritl ontinue to 
live, but such a life, ocially peaking, cannot but he worthle and mischi vou . 

Efficiency in the conduct of an industrial ent rprise m an a avin of tim , 
energy, and substance. But adequacy in dealing with ideal thincrs gives an alto, 
g th r different ace unt of itself. In the world of id al adequa y means giving 
more and more time, m re ener y, and more of the ubstance of one's own 
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being. All thi is what we mean by d votion, con cration, and sacrific . If we 
were wise, therefore, and und rstandin of the difference between material and 
spiritual interests, w would k p inta t even in these most difficult time every 
synagogue and every hou of 1 arnin and even build new ones. 

At the pre ent moment, thcr, arl.! dozens of rabbi and hundreds of teach r 
in Am rica who are without po ition and many of them, alas, without hop . I 
plead for th m, a well a for the children of our people, when I urge that step 
be taken to maintain v ry reli ious and educational institution in lsra I. If we 
possessed gr ater statesman hip, our leader would pay special attention to the 
congregation in th smaller citi and would be more determined than ever to 
provide opportunitie for the trainin of our childr n in every town where Jews 
live. The av rag Jewish parent do want his children in tructed in th faith of 
his father . Not finding opportunitic for reli ious in truct1on at home, the e 
parents oft n bee m di atisfi d to liv away from Jewish centers. In furnish, 
ing opportunitie , th refor , for J , i h du ation in the small r town and even 
in haml ts, two of our pr blcm may b olvcd at the sam time. Our boys and 
girls in the mallcr place woul<l learn omething of their faith and hi tory and 
their parent would b m r willin t r main away from the lar e iti s where 
the opportunitie f r liv lih ocl, scrvi , and h lpful contact with on 's now 
Jewi h nei hbors arc rapidly dimini hing. 

In lin with th pro ram of a g ncral and intensive revival of J wi h educa, 
tion and r Ii i n, I would ugg t that a we kly paper be publi hed who e l 
purpose should b th dis mination f the knowledge of Judai m. We have 
many papec and writer , but unfortunately we have no periodical that makes 
Judaism and it affirmativ value it nly concern . The paper that I hav in 
mind should be publi hcd by the official bodies of our r ligious organizations, 
namely, the Union of American Hebr w Conaregations and th Central Confer, 
ence of American Rabbis, acting jointly, and should be edited only by persons 
who have a profound und r tanding of Judai m and a great love for it. Such a 
paper should find it way, first of all, to very per n that i officially conn ct d 
with the conduct of our congr gations. Ev ry President and Trustee of our 
congregations, Sisterhoods, Brotherhoods, and Youth organizations, should have 
this paper weekly, in ord r that a mor informed and a more inspired Jewish lay 
leadership and Jewish public opinion may be developed. 

In order to deepen our Jewi h consciousness and to ke p our people warmly 
attached to Jewish ideals and re ponsibilities, I should like to urge, as I did years 
ago, the importance of r vi ing our liturgy in such wise as to enable our people 
to recite their prayers with the full cons nt of their heads and their hearts. This 
means that the revi ion hould be mad in content and spirit, a well a in form 
and letter. After all, modern m n do not think quite in the ame way as did 
the ancients. If we wish to attract to our synagogues, the intellectual and the 
serious minded per ·ons among us, our wor hip, articulated in son and in prayer, 
should appeal completely to the best in them. It se ms to me that our tardiness 
in revi ing our Prayer B k i due lar ely to the habit and spirit of profession, 
alism in which w approach thi probl m. As professional men, having special 
training and a p ial ba k round behind u , we are abl to find satisfaction, if 
not in th b auty and adequa y of th ntiments expressed in our pray r , then 
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in their meaning to us as theologians and hi torian . But th average person 
that comes to pray cannot wait for instruction in the hi tory and in the technical 
significance of our prayers. The liturgy should be so written a to appeal imme, 
diately to the yearnings of m n's hrart and th aspiration of their oul . 

I am not unaware, of course, of the pr ent efforts to r vise ur Prayer 
Book and of the work already done and done well. My purpo e in speakin of 
this subject is to emphasize the fact that w cann t have an exten ive and in, 
tensive religious revival in Jewry without making the articulation of worship 
consistent with serious thinking and genuin a piration. I hop that tho e who 
are in charge of the revision will be giv n every coun l and a i tance by the 
members of the Conference. 

My colleagues, I have tried to ee lif , gen ral and Jewi, h, in th liP'ht of 
the spiritual history, insight, and prompting of our p ople. I know that I have 
omitted many things of great interest and importan t om of u , but I have 
felt that at this tim , it is our major duty and re pon ibility a Rabbi , to lift 
our thinking to heights from which we can cc in their prop r per p ctivc th 
thinas that are happening to others, as well a t our Iv s. Th supr m lesson 
of our time is that nothina is of avail in human o i ty to bring e urity and 
happiness to men that does not square itself with th d mand f er nuin and 
thoroughgoing moral thinking. Our fathers throughout the age have in isted 
that 

"Except the Lord build the House, 

'They· labor in vain that build it. '' 

Now as never before do we realize the truth of thi and now a n ver b fore is it 
incumbent upon us to help lay the foundations of a house of humanity, a house 
that shall stand upon the pillars of justice and righteousnes , p ac and ood will. 

Motivated by ~mch a purpose and con ecrated to uch an id al, we pray that 
there may rest upon us the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowled e and the fear of the Lord- to the end 
that our deliberations during these fateful days may bring ble in to Israel and 
mankind. 

15 



<1lrntral <1lonfereuce of J\1nerican ~abhis 

BULLETIN 

The President and Officers wish to extend to each and every member 
cordial greetings for the New Year with the prayer that it may be a year 
of health and strength to each and every cne of us. 

i=~=n ;,'.:ji~ iljtl,1~ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

A meeting of the Executive Board will be held in New York City 
Tuesday, October 9th. If there is any matter which you wish to bring t::> 
the attention of the Executive Board, please notify the Secretary and it 
will receive prompt attention. 

REVISION OF PRAYER BOOK 

There will be a meeting of the Liturgical Committee held in Cincin
nati, Ohio immediately after November 10th. Members will have until 
that time to send in suggestions aud criticisms of the Sunday Services 
which have been sent out in printed fJrm and of the suggested Friday 
Evening Services which have been sent to you in mimeographed form. It 
is hoped that every member will go over the services carefully and send 
in suggestions. It is essential that you do it now as the services will be 
printed shcrtly after this meeting and the committee desires to receive 
and consider criticisms before publicati Jn. Send your criticisms to Solo
mon B. Freehof, Chairman, Fifth & Morewood Avenues, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
or to Isaac E. Marcuson, Macon, Georgia. 

TIME AND P-~ACE OF NEXT CONVENTION 

Please mark on the enclosed postcard your preference for the next 
convention: Chicago, Illinois, June 26-30, 1935. 

Louisville, Kentucky, November 15-21, 1935. 
Please note that these dates are for next year and not this year. 

Sept. 1, 1934. 

Cordially yours, 

SAMUEL H. GOLDENSON, President, 
ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Secretary. 
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ST.aT ..... .-.Lll:1 Oi' 1:...;:.1B...RC OF 
'.i.H.w c~n-~L GOl Fl:.i~rc~ uF .. ~1'i.:H!LJ) ; ~BB 1,.., 

R..:.~RDI .. G LABOR P.AW~TIN.3 

·- ✓e, the unders ic;;ned members of the Central Conference of American Rabbis 9 

d~sire to express our adherencs to the program and ideals of the Palestine 

Labor movement. 

We believe that the Jrophatic ideals espoused by Liberal Judaism are most com

patible with tho~e of the Labor movement in Zretz Israel. In the complex society 

of our day it may be more difficult to see its application, but the ancient maxim 

"Zion bemishpat t:i)adeh", "Zion can be redeemed only throut;h justice", seems to us• 

as profoundly true as of old. 

The purpose of this endorsement is not to place our stamp of approval upon 

every phase or aspect of the L· bor movement. but to express our agreement with its 

principles. Labor Palestine strives to build a cooperative rather than a competi

tive sociuty in the laut of our father•• Its aim is to avoid erecting another 

social structure restin6 upon the sands of injustice and inequality. Its purpose 

is to appraise economic endeavor by the rule of service to the community rather 

than ~or the sake of Jrivata profit. It s~eks to secure a decent living standard 

for all workers. It underlines tha importance of th~ welfare of the many rather 

than the luxury of the few. It stands upon the principl~ of the ri6ht of labbr 

to bargain collectively. It oppos~s thos~ who would destroy the very foundation 
t.he 

of t-~11 iYishub by using cheap Arab labor am exploitin6 it, rather• than paying 

a living wa~e to fallow Jews. It is enga6ed in the effort to widen the entry into 

Palestine for labor, and to reha~ilitate th~ middle class and direct it toward 

usoful channels of work. It is end.eavori?13 to foster a communal consciousness 

and communal unity e.mong the Jdws of PalE:3stine. And, finally, it is resisttng 

tha many who would nak~ Jewish ?al~stine only another land for the exploitation of 

the weak, for the building up of a f.Ociety based. upon t3Conomic injustj.ce. 

This program of the Histadruth in Palestine and the League for Labor Palestine 

in ~~rica, seems to us to be completely at one with the essential principles of 

·?DOphet ic i(iaaliam. !4.a;tY of 1 ts economic aims are pa2't of the Social Justice 

~rogram of the C~ntral Conterenca of American Rabbis. 

We conclude, therefor~ 9 with the declaration that, as wa see it, Liberal 

·ndaism, in addition to its gen1:3ral sympathy with the rehabilitation of Palestine 

ti:'d J~wish homeland, should feel an especial enthusiasm for Labor Palestine. ·,7e 

ummand to our colleagues and to our followers hearty support for the Histadruth 

.nd the League for Labor Pal~stine. 



A ~BB!i:IC~L S~.o~3ll.E!fi' R . .,GARDING Ll>BOR .?1'LESTINE 

We, the Wldersigned rab"t>is holding mem·oership in the Central Conference of 

American Rabbis, but stating our views in this resolution as individuals, deRire 

to express our agree~ent with- the principles and ideals of the ?~lestine Labor 

inove:nan t. 

We believe that the prophetic ideals eapouaed by Liberal Judaism are especi

ally compatible with those of the Labor moveroont in Zretz Israel. In the oom

pluX society of our day it ~y bo mord difficult to sue its application, but 

tho anci1Jnt maxim ••zion bemishpat tipadCJh", "Zion oan b\l rudao:n<Jd only through 

justict.t", su~ms to us as profoundly true as of old. 

Tho pur2ose of this ~ndors~~unt is not to placu our stamp of approv-al upon 

av~ry phaso or aspuct oft~ ~bor movum~nt, but to 0xpruss our agro~munt with 

its prineipl~s. Labor P~l~stina striv~s to build a ooop~rativo rathor than a 

computitivu soci~ty in tho lund of our f~thors. Its aim 1s to avoid or~cting 

o.noth~r social struoturo r~sting upon tho sands of injustica and inoquality. 

l tz pt1rposa t1 to uppraisa econanio ondoavor by th4J rul,~ of survico to tho 

co.u.":lUllity ri..thut tho.n priv~tu profit. It seuks to s..:cur"' a d<Jcant livi~ 

st~ndnrd for ~11 woricurs. It undurlinu~ th..: im1)ort:.mC\J ot thu wolf.1.r.; of th,j 

:n.:ir:y r .ith,r thu.n tru luxury of thu f~w. It stunds upon th,, principle of th" 

ri.bht of labor to burg:..in coll.Jct iv..;ly. It oppos~s thosa who would dostroy th,J 

v..,ry foundation of thu Yishbb by using chonp lnbor :md ,,xploitinb it, r~th, .. r 

th:ln ~ying o living Y1U60 to fallow Juws. It is ~ng~od in tho vffort to widon 

tho Gntry into P·.1lc.,stinu for l:ibor, nnd to r •..;hnbilit:.it -~ tho middlu ol~ss am 

diruct it tow~rd fundam~ntnlly productivo crunnuls 0£ work. It is ~ndoavoring 

to fo::itur u commun:~l conaciousnuss und comnll.no.l Wli ty a.'Ilonb tho J_ws of P~!. l.Js

tino. And, finally, it is r(;sisti11t; thv runy ~,ho wo:.ild :ni.•ku J~•.vish Pc.l . stinJ 

only anoth,r l ,'1nd for th\; ,..1xploi t:1.tion of th..:. w,Jnk, for th\J building up· of a 

soci~ty bustJ<i upon ooonomio inJuatioo. 
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A RAB:3IHICAL ST.i,T~NT ~G.-RDING UBOR PbLIJSTIN~ - oo.ntinu(.,d 

Thia pro~r:.:.ua oft~ Hiat~druth in Palvsti~ ~d tho Lacg-u~ for Lo.bor P~lys

tino iri ~rl'o:- l ca, sooms to us to be at onu with thij oss13ntia.l principlus of 

]: ~or h1.Jt i c idoalism. 1-bny of its economic aims ~ro part of tho Social J'li.stice 

Judi;.i. isrn, in addition to its ~uner:~l sympathy \71.th tho relub1litntion of Pale•

iin~ as th~ J~Wiijh homoland, ahould t~~l an oapuciul Qnthusiasm for Lo.bo~ 

Pol~stina. Wu oomn~nd to our oollu~~s um to our follow~rs hu~~ty support 

for th~ Histudruth and thu L~aguu tor Labor ?~lestino. 

(SIGlUD) 

Mos~s J. S. Abuls, Tom~l~ Emanu-El, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Samual J •• ~brums, Tc;m;lo Ohaboi ShD.lom, Brooklino, Ur~ss. 
Willicm ~ck~rmo.n, Congr~g~tion Buth lsr-~~1. M~ridi3n, Miss. 
D:n ·i-i. Alu:c~l.lldur, .lkron Hobrow Congrug~tion, ~kron, Ohio 
U5.c..h.'.:. tjl .blz,ur, Hobr1.Jw Orphan Asylum, N(,;w Yor k City 
1: ~Lvid B~ .Alp~rt, Kt. Simi Co~rugation, Tvxarkana , Ark.-T~xt~s 
Zw j .undurmann. ~tmlpla Emanu-El, ~luwood, N. J. 
Sri·11 B. Api)Olb!:um, Congrugution Buth Zion, Bradford, Pa. 
G~~ry J. bugtltit, Tum~la Isr~ol, Gary, Ind. 
Burn~rd. J. Ba.'1lb1.:r6vr, Cong;rvg~t.ion B\!th Emoth, J.lb:..:ny, N. Y. 
H,nry B:.irnston, Congrag:~ tion Buth Is:rn1Jl. Houston, Toxas 
J o'5u,i?h L0uis B:.~ron, COllt.71Jgc.1. tion E!nDJlu-Zl-i3 'nc Jushurun, llihr~.ukoo, Wis. 
J.lh :1·t G. B~~um, Co~r1..gation Gomiluth Chassodim, 1.luxandria, Ln. 
$,) ~omon N. Bt1zell, Con~ru6:.! t1on B'rith Sholo!D, Louisvilh;, Ky. 
El:ner B(jrgt;;r. T<implu Beth Jaoob, Ponth1c, Mlch. 
:l'llo1·ton M. Bdrmun, Froe Synagog, N\.:w York City 
~!ulip s. Burnstein, Tumplu B'rith Kod~sh, Roch~&t~r, N. Y. 
L ,ra,;;1 B1Jttnn, H1.1br"w Uuion Collot:tf • Cinoinua ti, Chio 
Lou.is Binstock, Te;tmplu Sinai, litiw Orlauns, La. 
~g~na Blnohsohlugur, Congrugt.:tiou Buth-Or, llont~om .. ry, ~la. 
Sh~l~on H. Blank, H~br~w Union Coll~g~, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Joshua Bloch, Long Island, N. Y,(Harlum V~lloy & Cvntrul Islip Stut~ Hoapitol) 
I. ~ortimQr Bloom, ~a~plu Oh~b Shalom, Nuw York City 
S.:.imu~l Blumonfivld, Board of J1..v1ish Educutiou, ChicJ.go, Ill • 
.Philip D. Bookstabur, Co11gru~tion Oh~v Sholom, lhrrisburg, .P'-1. 
Willium G. Braud&, T~mplo 30th-El, Providonc~, R. I. 
B&ruoh Brau.nstuin, Eott Stragt T~mpla, \"Jh1J'lli~, r1.y, .. . 
Louis Bru.v, Pbilndelphia, Pa . 
Sto.nlq R. 3ruv, ~~mpl~ Emnu,Jl, Dullns, TdXUI 

&lrn~tt R. ar1okn~r, ~nahu Choca~ Congr~g~tion, Cle-lo.nd, Chio 
.brMl Brill, Oongr~~~tion B'noi Zion, Shr~voport, L~. 
Davicl Bronst~1n, Cont;rogation Hor1.;b, Chioa~o, Ill. 
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Morr is Clark:, Cofl6rtJ~c. ti on .r.nshG ~ th, Pinu Bl utf, ..:.rk:. 
Rudolph I. Uoff.._o, San Fr~1ncisco, CJlif'. 
H1.tnrJ Cohon~ 'Jongreg:.i tion B'n~i Isro.ol, Galv,,ston, ~ax.ls 
Sim.on R. Cohun ; Union TllmpLJ, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
llorton J .. Cchn, Ginc ~.nn'lti, Ohio 
.-brah.-:m Cro1.:t, :10h, Robr , .. :-:1 Union Collo6 t;, Cinoinnnti, Ohio 
Max C .. <.;urr.1.ok:, R,;fo~·m Uonf;r ,~gntion ~~nshu Ch1.Jsti,d, Eriu, P-~. 
D~nivl L. Da v5. s s Ucn5 ,; Sh:.1ar~~- Sho:nayim, L:.:.no~s ter, Pa. 
Z3Vi Di11s~ndruck:, lt;bru\ ✓ Union Collu60, Cincinn:iti, Ohio 
Fr,jd~rick Dnr.J )dl c ,, T~mpl1.. Buth El, So.gin:iw, Mich. 
MaX\·wtJll H. Du'J ln, \lilshi.r.J .Blvd. To?nploJ, Los Sn~ul~s, C~lif. 
B1arnurd Ehronr.J icJ1 ~ !linocqua, Wis. 
Bnrnr.:tt ... Elzus, Cone-;rui-_;:...t i on Bvth Mirium, Long Br· :nch, N. J. 
Ho.rry W. ~ttul.son 9 'j\JID) lu ~.\hildt"1..n of I:::-a1..l, Mumphis, ~enn. 
Juli~ B. .!?olbolman, Co.l'lfi '"~no i:;o th 1 :;ra1Jl, PhiladGlphi.:t, Pl .• 
~bra.,am H. Fuinovr.~, ~iJ:nflu 130th El, Rockford, Ill. 
~bru.h ::1."Il 1., . Foinbo~g , ~<J\"i York City 
Abrz..i.h2.m Fair~s t u in, Congr1.,ga tion liizpl:'.h, Cha ttnnoog:i, Tonn. 
Norman Foldh1Jym, Cong .. Kol Shw!ri th IsrJ.ol, Bulbo:i, Can:11 Zona 

~.brnhrun ,J., F-..:l~mun , Congr -... g:J. tion B(jth Isrcul, H: rt ford, Conn. 
arthur .... F1~ld!Il[.n ~ Congr -..;g .1tion .. nshv Sholom, S • H::.:..tnilton, Ont., Canada 
Leon I. Feuor, Congr1J6ation Tifu!"uth I sr:.iul, Cl1Jvul:i.nd, Ohio 
Muuric~ FtJuor, Un).ter.. H(lbr-Jw Congi·,,.; g,...1. tion, Jopkin, lio. 
Duvid Fich:run, J(j•.,ish (;n.nrit:.::.bl 1J .:md Educ:itionul Fi,; d1,r u. tion, N\lvJ Orleans, 13. 
Ho· .. ..J.rd L. Fin-.;bu.rg, :It. Zion Conb'r•.;gr!tion, Sioux FJ lls, s. D. 
Sol o.:non ... • Fiuo burg, S inP.1 Tor:i.1.)l 1J, ;.a. Vvrnon, 11. Y. 
Willic:.im H. FinuEhrib'Jr, R;t'or:n Cong. K.;nasuth Isr~ 1Jl, Phil c~d.Jlphio., ?'J • 

Solo:non B. Fin<JSiI}bcr, Huorv·\·, Union Collage.; , Cinci nnati, Ohio 
.,d.olph H. Fink, Tu::n.,110 ~anu-El, Lpoltrm,,, \'fash. 
Jos,~ph L, Fink, T,J:.1~1·~ 313th Zion, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Hunry M. Fi :.ih<.-r, COflbro6o.tion Buth Isr:1,11, ~·.th~ntic City, N. J. 
Juromu ~- ~olk!:l:::.n, T~mplo B~th I~r:.iul, J:.1ckson, llich. 
Gr1Jsha::n G,.: org..: Fox, South Shor1.. TIJI?lp lu, Chic~0 0, Ill. 
Luon Fr~:.rn, Te:ipl...: Bt.:th ~l, 1.),;i troi t, l!ich. 
Jo~ ~ph lr1 .. 1,1dm:1n, ~ur.iplJ Bvth Zl, J~rsuy City, N. J. 
Hirsch Lr Fr uund, T(.·!:l..t?l~ ,~d:.1th I:.;ra,Jl, Cluvvland, lUs!:). 
Iser L. Fround, Congrog~tiun Ohob Sholo~, Goldsboro, N.C. 
llich.:~l Fri~d 9 Tu::iplu Ohnb~i Shalo::i, Sa n Fr~ncisco, c ~lif. 
llArcus FriiJdl:.~ndfJr, eongro6ution B'ru.i Sholo:n, Brooklyn, lU Y. 
B.Jnj.:..1.rniu ~~r5.t; •.lmn ~ TtJ:nJ.Jlt; Socil..ty of Concord, Syr::.. cusi;, N. Y. 
llurtin Friudr.n .n, eongrot;~1tion Buhh-Bl, P(;jnsacolc., Fla. 
Jos'3ph Gitin, Tomply ~:::u nu~l, Buff<.!. lO, N. Y. 
•alson Glur_;ck~ Hi..: i:J r •J\l Union Ooll-,c.,;u, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Joshw L. l}uldb,:rg, 4.stori~ C1.Jnt1.:r of Isr=~ol, ~storia, N. Y. 
Maurico Go:t'dbla tt, Congro6a tion ~nUtJl, Roanok .. , v~. 
~• L. Goldbnrg, Con~ro~:i. tion B'nai Isr::.~,;l, Uh:.:rluston, w. Vo.. 
~lbort s. Goldstuin, ~u:'lpl<:; ~~nuul, Dn.~:onport, loy.ia 
Sidn1,.;y ~. Goldstuin, Frvd Synn6o~, Nu» Yor~ City 
Juliua Gordon, Co~r-.:gation Sha.'.'l.l'u ~ ... th, St. Louis, lto. 
Samu1Jl H. Gordon, Bongrc;~a tion B'nai l.iro.ul, s~lt L.-ut\J <.aty, Ut:.h 
Ezra G. Gotthal!, Congrvh-"ation B'rith Shalom, Eri~, Pi. 
L. Elliot Graftnn, Chio~go, Ill. 
~ilton L. Graf::lan, ~d~th Isr~ol, L~xington, Icy. 
4,brao ~. Grr:novlitz, Co11t;rug-..ition Bath Zion, Johnstown, ?a. 
Louis D. Gross, Socivty of ~p~liud Jud~iso, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Mvory Jonah Groaaf'ield, Td~pl~ Isra~l, N~w Castlu, P~. 
Joseph H. Gumbingr, Congrggution Uishknn Israol, Syl:na, ~l~. 
Samu~l u. Gup, T~~pla lsraul, Colur.ibua, Ohio 
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Saul Habas. To::iplo B'mi Isr~ol, Hatch~,, Mi~&. 
Jacob Halovi, To~ple B'nni lsraul, P'~•acl~na, C~lif. 
Ss.::iu~l , •• Halperin, To:nple B'nai Iar:lGl, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
I~raol Harburg, Te::Jplu Buth El, Lynn. kss. 
~olbourna Harris, Congro~tion knahai lboth, ?e,r1a, Ill. 
Gustav Hauscann, N~w York City 
Is~nal H~inberg, ~onroe, Lu. 
B~rn~rd H~llor, Hillol Foundation, Univorsity of Uiohig,~n, Ann ~rbor, ~ich. 
Ja~os G. Hellar, lsauo U. Wiso Tom~lu, Cincinn~ti, Ohio 
Carl N. Hor.:nn, Congr1.agation Buth Israel, Wust P .. l::i Be:1ch, Fla. 
~anu E. Jf1bshoan, Congr.ag::1 tion B.Jth Israol, .,.1 toona, Pn. 
M...1.urioe .... Hirshburg, ~e:iplv Beth-El, Hu:lnond, Ind. 
BonJamin HoffsoyGr, ,.vu. q,}l" Jov;iE>h Co::aunity Cuntur, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
~braha?:l Holtzborg, Congr,Jgation Har Sinai, Tronton, N. 'I. 
Isador l~anopon, Tacple Isr~el of Hollywood, Los ~ngolos, Cnlif. 
Edward L. Isrn1Jl, H;lr Sinai Congrag-cition, B:\lt1:'!10re, 11d. 
Harr~ Kaplan, To::iple ~nsho J:.monio, Pi ttsfi~ld, ?Jass. 
Isr!lol L. Kaplnn, Co~ru~ution ~~wth Ch~sed, J.~cksonville, Fla. 
J ao ob H. Kaplan, T\.a:lplo I sru o l , Uicmi , Fla. 
Julius K~rman, Long lslund, N. Y. 
Jaco~ Xla·tn,·· Clovulo.ncl, Ohio 
~iuxwid~r a. Kline, Congregation Both-ha-tophila, ~shoville, N. c. 
Sol~~ Kory, Congr~~ation ~nsh~ ~s~d, Vicksburg, ~is&. 
Nathan Kr~ss, Congrog~tion ~nu-El, N~~ York City 
... Lincoln Krohn, TiJ:iplu .. ~lbort, ~lbuquorquo, Now Uoxico 
Louis Kupp1n, Chiougo, Ill. 
Eci!nund ,~. !Andau, Ttj:iplu B'nni Isr~ul, !.lbany, Ga. 
~eir L~skor, Unitod Hubruw Congrogntion, Havana, Cub~ 
Charlos B. L~tz, Cunton Ht1braw Congrogation, Ci:..i.nton, Ohio 
Morriss. L.1zaron, Baltboru Hubrow Congr~gc.tion, Bn.lt1:no1':, lld. 
David L.,fko•.1itz, Tu:nplo .z.ianu-El., Dallas, ~oxas 
E.~il W. Loip~iger, Touro S~ogog, H <JW Orl1,1ans, La. 
Jo~uph Luis~r, Cong. Childrun of Isroul, ~ugusta, Ga. 
s~son H. Luvey, T~~plo B'n~i Israel, J~ckson, T~nn. 
Harry Luvi, T~~pla Isrnol, 3oston, Lss. 
Luo~. LQvingof, B'nui B'rith Hillol Poundution, Colu.~bus, Ohio 
Sa.~uel J. L~vinson, To~pl~ .3oth .&:':16th, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F~lix ;l. Luvy, Cone,;r&gution ~nu1al, Chicago, Ill. 
,aron J. L.Jvy, Tl.l!!l~l~ lsr!l~l, Stockton, Calif. 
Harry 5. Lf.)wis, Jt1\·1ish lnatituto of Roligion, Now York City 
Thuodor~ Lawis, Courogation ~t. Sin..-ii, Sioux City, Iowa 
llorris LioM"nst\t1n, J11v,ish Science l:ovo:iunt, Nuw to-rk City 
Joshua L. Liob=ian, Congrugation ~nsho M~arov, Chicngo, Ill. 
!Lrry s. Linfi~ld, JIJ\,ish Statistioal Bur~au, Hu~ York City 
~dv.erd Liaaca.n, Rivorsici~ Synagog, N1J\·; York City 
ltuy,.,r Lovitt, ~l.l~pl ,J Both lsrJ.lll, Jackson, lliGs. 
Solo:non Low1Jnatuin, F'1d~ration tor Support of Juwish Ph1lraithrop1o Sooiotit.s, 
~lvin S. Luoha, Tu~p+g Ibr~ol, Nuw RoohullY, N. Y. (Nuw York City 

• I 

.ial•JX~~""r Iqona, Congrugaiion Bath Eiohir.l, Brookl.111, N. 'J. 
Wolfo J.ID,oht, Congr~~➔tion Rodot ,holo::l, W!lco, Toxas 
Jacob ~ann, Hobre~ Uqion Coll~g~, Cincinnnti, Ohio 
~ugone lf ·,nnho~Gr, Congre~ition B'nni Joshurun, D~s :.toines, to~.·.c 
Chllrl~a ~ntinba.nd, Congr~gation B~th Ho-S~olor:i, Williaoaport, Pa. 
Jaoob &dGr ~~rcua, Hebr~w Union Collo~~. Cincinn.'.lti, Ohio 
Barry s. llcrgol1a, ~t. Zion Tllmple, St. Paul, ~inn. 
Julius JI.ark, VlQ.e Str\t&t !re:nplo, No.ahvillo, Tunn. 
~Qf?12•l -&.Lfi'9wit1, ~ongr•gat1on ~oh4uth Veaholoo, ~rt ~ayn•, Ind. 
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Albert L. :Jartin, Congr~otion B'nai lsr~ol, Bridgoport, Conn. 
Harry Ii. l.tnyt:r, Ta.":lplo B'nai JBhU4a, K=insns City, =.10. 
S=u:n.tel 8. llayCJrbtirg, Congr~ga tion B 'nai Johuda., Kans:is City, llo. 
S. Felix :Jondol&ohn, Tu:ipla Buth lsl'!.:.el, Chicabo, Ill. 
Louia D. ~ondoaa, Congragation Ohob Sholom, Norfolk, v~. 
Jcoob B. ~~nlc~s, Buw York City 
Harr~. Uortold, Congrugation B~th El, Fort Worth, Toxus. 
l1&x J. ~erritt, B'nai B'rlth Hillel Foundation, Burkeloy, Calif. 
Jncob I. Uijyar, Congreg~tion Bath lsra~l, Wust H~zalton, Pn. 
!tax l1oy1..:r, Frll~ Syn.,i_gog, Flushing, N. Y. 
C~rl I. ~illar, To~ple B~th-~l, lu.tluna, ~rk. 
~lburt G. ~inda, TCJO~l~ lar~ol, Uinneapolia, ~inu. 
Julian ~orgonstern, H~bruw Union Coll~gu, Cincinnati, Ohio 
lb.:.rvin N~tban, Philadolphin, Pa. 
~orris Hewfiuld, T~mplu &.-:ianu-~l, Bir~i11gb:l:n, ~la. 
L~vi ... Olan, T~r.ipl~ ~=anuul, Woroestar, :.bs.j. 
S~':JU~l ?~rl.mn, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Sa.~1.11 T. Philips, Juma~tov1n, N. Y. 
I~ador E. Phiio, Congr~gation Rodof Sholoc, Youngstown, Ohio 
David ?olish, Congrog:ition of Judah, C<Jdar Rnpi<!s. lo,·,a 
J~cob s. Raisin, Congr~gation Beth Elohim, Charloston, s. c. 
!lax Raisin, Cong. B'nai Jeshurun. Paturson, N. J • 
.Julius Rappaport, Congr~gution Beth Hillel, Kanosha, Wis. 
Lvo Reich, Cluvalnnd, Ohio 
~braha::l B. Rhine, Cong. Hou~o ot Israel, Hot Springs, ~rk. 
P~ul Ricmxi.n, Tomplu Both-El, Stoubonvillo, Ohio 
Hurry R. Rich:lond, Cong. E:':lnnu-El, Wichit3, Kan. 
D~vid Rosanbauo, To::,plo Judea, Chicago, Ill. 
Willion H. Ros~nblntt, St. Putursburg, Fla. 
Willia::i F. Rosonblw:i, To:nplo lr:iractl of City of Nvw York, Nut/ York City 
Frnnk L. Rosenthtll, Cong. B'nni l~raol, Col~buc, Ga. 
~frab U. Roaunzwoi~, Tu~plo Buth Shalom, Topukn, Kano~J 
Sa:mal Rosi~r, To:iplu ~nuol, Boaun0nt, Texas 
Leonard J. Rothstein, Ta~plu-1o-tha-Punthouso, Now York City 
Jaoob Philip Rudin, To:lple Buth El of Gruat Neck, Gr~at Nock, N. Y. 
~lburt &kiba Ruskin, Con6• ~havath Sholoc, Bluofiold, ~. v~. 
Fredorick I. Rypins, Tu~plu J.:.."':lnnual, GreJnsboro, N. c. 
Saou~l Salu, Rubbi ~ritus 
Ira E. Sanoors, Cong. B'no.1 Isr~~l, LittlEa Reck, ~,rk. 
I~r!lel Joshua Saraaohn, Cong. B 'nai J,;ohurun, L\,;nvonworth, K.'ln. 
~n Sohaohtol, West £nd Sy~gog, Now York City 
Tobias Sohanfnrbor, Cong. Xahilluth Ansho 2:ayriv, Chic~go, Ill. 
llax Sohonk, Juwi.:-.h Con tur of Wushington H,)ight~, Now York City 
Honry A. Sohoor, Tt::lJle •• da th IsraiJl, Now York City 
B<JnJaoin Sohul tz, T&!'lf>le Aruivath Sholoc, Bro~klyn, N. Y • 
L&,wrfjnoa \w'. f;ohwartz, Jowi sh Co:1"'.luni ty Uent~r, Whit ,.; Pl:iin3, N. Y. 
Samual Schv;artz, Wa&hill6ton Blvd. Tocpl~, Chio:lgo, Ill. 
,alexand"r D. So~al, T$::tplo Bo th Iara.ol, York, ?a. 
Jacob K. Shankman, iPri th Sholo:n, Troy, 11. Y. 
Nathaniel~. Shure, Gatos of Prayer Congregation, NoTI Orloo.ns, La. 
Loo Shubow, Tu!l'lpl~ l~r~ol, ~stordtl:l, N. Y. 
Charles E. Shul:nan, North Shoro Congrog~tion Israol, Glenoco, Ill. 
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JuliU::i Silborfold, Cong. B'nui ,.bra.har.t, lJ·..; rr-i. rk, N. J. 
~. bbu Ili llti l Sil v,.;,r, Thu ~a::1plo, Clevol~uC:, Ohi c 
1-r.i-.,.-.,.~=,-:~~t..:: ~~~!-'<Lihat ans~: 44----.....r.: ~• t4tllf>
Mc yor H. Sinon, To:-1plo I .:.: r .lol, La :B'ayutto ~ Ind. 
Jacob Singer, To::iplu :.azpah, Chicago, Ill• 
~ Ll r ~. Diskin, l.1ishkan l:,;r~ol, Nvv1 H.~!Vun, Conn. 
Honry Sloni~&ky, ln:itituto of Ruligion, lfo\i York City 
Phinucs Snoll~r, Svuth F0W1t ciin ... vu, To:,plot SpringfiGld, Ohio 
Goorgo Solo::ion. Cone;. ::iokvu I~r:itJl; µa.vannah, Gu. . 
Sru:iuol D. Suskin, Cont;. Oh,jv Oholo::1, Huntington, \'/. Va • 
.-~dolph Spiog1Jl, Long 5r . .:.nch, N. J • 
Salo Stvin, Wolf'~~ru I~lancl Congrub-"ntion, NiJ\l York City 
.. loxancl•Jr i.lan St1Jinbuch, T~::1pltl ,.hnvath Zhalo.e1, Brouklyn, N. Y. 
·Harry Joshu:i Sturn, Tu:n_._Jlu ~nu-::.n, w. ::ontrv~l, Quobuc, e:~nd.c.la 
Nathon Stllrn, \iGst Encl Syn:1~og, N~v1 York City 
,lilli:.1..~ :.l. Sturn, Tu.':1 _)10 Slruai, Oakland, C:J.lif. 
Jo~oph Stolz, I~oinh-I~r~vl Tonplo, Ch.icugo, Ill. 
Jo:1ph Hanry Stolz, Loa ,.ngoloa, C~lif. 
~ll~n Tnrshi~h, Tonplu B~th-Zl, D~nvillo, Ill. 
J u.cob Tarshish, Soo.rsu.alv, N. Y. 
Honry Tav~l, Cong. Buth ~oth, Wil~ington, Dal. 
Jo~uph llurshall Tuxay, T0r.1pl<1 lsr:-i<Jl, T1JrrcJ Hau to, Ind. 
~~-Mir"~~~ ~~t-r·:t _·,~;.~~ 
Sa::IUul Taitalbaur:i, Unit(.)c. Ru·bru,; Congrog,;. tion, ~~t. S:1ith, .i..rk. 
SarJuol Thurmnn, Uni tu<!. Hubr:.;\; TtJ:!lplu, ~t. Louis, :..lo .. 
Joahu.'J. Tr;..i.chtvnbe;rg, Tu:-.npl(j Covano.nt of Pu:109, ~ uton, Pa.. 
Si<.ln~y ~- Ungyr, ~onpla Ju~ua, Phil~dulphia , P~. 
Josvph Ut6ohon, .ugudas i.chi::i, Hibbing, Uinn. 
l.aron L1.1\1is WClin~toin, Tompl<J Ieira~l, J:J.::nioo. , Long I~l::.i.nd, N.. Y. 
J~oob J. ~oin~tein, Colu.~bi~ Univor ~ity, Nuw York City 
Hurvuy ~. w~ssol, Congro6ation h.lnuol, Duluth, ~inn. 
Louis ~Jitt, Cong. B'n8.i J1,;shurun 1 Dnyton, Ohio 
S:;i:nu~l Wohl, lsuuc :1. ·.Ji:;i~ T\jnpltJ, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Louis B. Volf~nacn, ~rovid~nc~, R. I. 
Siclnoy Wu],f, Tu:iplu B~th ~l, Corpus Chriati, Tvxo.a 
S:.l.':lUGl ·,wulk, Cong. B •n~i B 'ri th, ','/ilkos-Barro t P·~. 
Se.mu~l J. Wolk, Bro oklyn,~. Y. 
Ber1rtrc. Zei~or, 7tJ::1pliJ Buth-~l, Flint, ~ioh. 
Uaurio~ L. Zig:'!lOnd, To;'.'l;>le ~ nnuel, Puablo, Coloro.do 
Abba M. Fineberg, Tem~') le Bath El, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Ephraim Frisch, Te:nple Beth-.::a, San i~ntonio, ~exas 
Pizer~. Jacobs, Now York City 

P
\h,eodore · H . G-o ... ,t.,-n, eG~~lmO(f- Ht\,~f.'-U (oY'l~r{'d'~+.~, 8a \\~not~, \V\c_\ 
~rr~ E.. N'-'4 b~1.nr,.1e·mp\e 1a)l\c\,\ r~Y"df'J J\~ ·~r·,uo, ,~jcJS • 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The rnemple 
East 105th St and Ansel Rd 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

The l ast Conference imposed a mandate upon the 1935 meeting 
to revaluate Reform Judaism. with an eye upon the reformulation 
of the statements in the Pittsburgh platform. The program 
committee is attempting to obey the instructions eiven it 
and has divided this important task into three parts: God, 
Torah and Israel. Zach of these three divisions is to be 
treated by two men, one, onservative who will give the 
traditional re~orm point of view an the othe~who iffers 
from this. You have been unanimously selected by the 
committee ·to discuss the subject Israel from your own 
standpoint, while Dr. Saml Schulman will take what might be 
called the other side. 

May I urge upon you, not only on behalf of the committee. 
but personally and for the sake of the view hich you, I. 
and many others hold, that you take this assignmenti I am sure 
I need not impress upon you the importance of this symposium. 

Vith warmest ereetings from house to hou se, I remain. 

Corc'li ally, 

FAL:JD ~ 



HOY ber 6, 19, • 

llabbi l l1x . VT• Vic 
C ntral Cont rence ot 
445 lroae ~t,r ,, 
Chica , Ill. 

de· .,, 1111 

Let ~~~ you tor youz letter f ovemb r 111. 
I pprec1· te th 1nv1t t1on 1ch you xtend to me 1 b ·lf 
of the C.C.A. to di cu I the pbJect of Ir l in co eetion 
with the ayono1t on the r v tion of form Ju" am hich 
la tot pl· ce b \he !orthcomi • • ona of the Conf rence. 
I 1hall be 1 d to a~cept th a a1gnm , on one condition. 
I ~ a road n xt 111 r and I fin lt neoea&i.!J7 \o 
go a.bro d ri, - th t 1 a. before thw Conf renee e ta. 
I would not.if you at 1 at t mon\ha • ad of t Conf r nee 
h th r I gol or not. If, th retore, 1ou are r• lo 
ccept, \hi arrang . t, pl • •• let me ow. 

1th , 1 ')Od sh e, I r a n 

Ver cordiall yao.r, 

AHS&BE 
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Office of Vice-President 

445 Me !rose Street 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th St at Ansel Rd 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN , Roche>1ter, . Y. 
BARN ETT R . BR IC KNER , Cleveland, 0. 
W ILLIA M H. FINESHRIBCR, Philndelphia, Pn. 
ISRAEL HARBURG , Lynn, Mass. 
SAMUEL HIRSHB ERG, Milwaukee, Wis. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, MiSS. 

ALVIN s. LUCHS , N ew R ochelle, :N. Y. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, 0. 
'10RR I S NEWFIELD, Birm ingham. Ala. 
MARIUS RANSON , East Orange, N . J. 
A ARON L . WEINSTEIN , Jamaica, L. J., Y. 
STEPHEN S. WISE , • "'' York City 

November 1 2th 1934 

Thanks for your acceptance, even thoueh it be only tentative. 
I too should like to go abroad next summer and if I do so 
must wait till after the Conference. iThile I' do not want 
to interfere with your plans I do feel that your presence at 
the meeting will be of tremendous i ~~ortance. I should 
li~e to discuss this matter with you at someTtime, because 
of the delicacy of the matters involved I c~ot convey them 
to you by letter. If however you do miss the Conference, may 
I suggest that you write the paper and give it to some one 
e lee to read. 

7ith waripest greetings from house to house, I remain, 

Cordially, 

If'AL : JD 
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SOLOMON BAZELL 

HENRY J . BERKOWITZ 
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RUDOLPH I . COF FE E 

ABRAHAM CRONBACH 

HARRY W . ETTELSON 

MORRIS M . FEUERLI CHT 
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GEORGE G . Fox 
EPHRAIM FRISCH 

EDWARD L. ISRAEL 

F ERDINAND M . I SSER MAN 

EMIL W . LEIPZIGER 

LOUIS L . MANN 

Dear Jrien4a 

..... 
Office ot the• Clurirmnn 

•IO \\",~st G8th St. 

~rw York CitH 

E XEC UTIV BOARD 

BARNETT R . BRI C KNER , l'l,nl; nd, 0. 

WILLIAM H . FINCSHRIBCR , l'l , ila,l,•ls ,hia, Pa. 

LEON FRAM , Detroit, M ich. 

SAMUCL HIRSHBERG, Milwaukt•t•, \V is. 

EDWARD L . I SRAEL, Haltimo •. Md. 

MEYER LOVITT , .111.,J,;.c,n, Mi:,. . 

JACOB R . MARCUS, Ci1H·i11nati, 0. 

SAMUEL H . MARKOWITZ, Ft. \Va~lll', 1ml. 

MO RRIS N EWrtELD, llirmingham, Ala . 

MARI US R ANSO N , !'..a,;t Oranl,!l', . J. 

IRV I NG F . R EICHERT, San Frnncisco, 111. 

STEPHEN S . WISE , :S: •w York 'ity 

SAMUEL S . MAYERBERG 

MAR IUS RANSON 

WILLIAM F . ROSENBLUM 

LEONARD J . ROTHSTEIN 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

STEPHEN S . W ISE 

A" the meeting of the Conference held in Yerner1Yille the 
member• approYecl the recoanemation offered b7 the Social Juatioe 
Coaniaaion, namel7, that a Social Juet1o• co .. 11itee be organ1••4 
in eyer7 S,nagogue. In order that you mq ba ve the text be for• 
70u I enoloee herewith a copy of the recommendation in fb.11. 

In 411ouaaing '\hia pan of our prograa wi ih Dr. Samuel Go ldenaon, 

Pre11deni of th• Conference, he auggeated tba t it would. aerYe u a atinaulu to 

other Congregation, if 'he Congregation• to which the m•ber• of the Boal al Juatioe 

Comai11ion ■iniater were to aet the ezaaple. I am, therefore, writing to eYer7 •a
'ber of the Social Juaticse Commi1sion to urge that each om discuss thia reco1111end.a

tion at onoe with his Board. Will you be good enou.gb to confer as earl7 a, po.-

1ible with your Pres iden, and the other member• of 7our Board an4 impre1a upon thea 

the importance of action on their par-.. 

the member• of your Board undou.btedl7 will aak two que1tion1s(l) 

In what wa7 11 the Social Justice Connitt•• to be organised; (2) What 1• to be it1 
program. I am, therefore, enclosing herewith suggestions as to the compoa1 tion of 

the Co-itt•• and alao the content of the Collll\1ttee'1 progrL-■• You undoubtedl7 will 

be &ble te add many other 1 t•• to this 11,, awl I ehoul4 be ••rr happ7 to receiY• 

a oop7 thereof. Please write me aa aoon aa poaaible of the action your Board tak••• 

With kind.eat greetings, belieYe • 
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December 8, 1934 

Dear Colleague: 

We, a group of your colleagues of the membership of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis, have formulated a resolution with 
regard to the Labor movement in Pales tine today. 

We feel that all of us of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, regardless of shades of diff erence of opinion, recognize the 
extraordinary importance of the fate of Palestine with reference to 
Jewry throughout the world. We who have signed this letter feel 
that the fate of Palestine depends largely upon certain economic and 
social trends that center about the Palestinian Labor movement. 

We submit this resolution to you in the hope that you will join 
with us in signing it. We want to make it public with every possible 
signature as soon as we can. 

Will you please read it and notify the chairman of our committee 
at once. We naturally hope that your reply will be favorable and 
that we may have the benefit of your signature. 

Fraternal greetings. 

Sincerely, 

Edward L. Israel, chairman 
Philips. Bernstein 
A. J. Feldman 
Nelson Glueck 
James D. Heller 
Morriss. Lazaron 
Felix A. Levy 
Jacob R. Marcus 
Abba Hillel Silver 
Samuel Wohl 



Habbi Sidney~. Goldstein 
,hainnan of the social us tice commission 
central conference of American ;. ab bis 

4o 1est 68th ~t., 
j_~qv1 York City, 1r. Y • 

. y dear t<abbi r_~oldstein: 

j)8C. 18, 1934 

In reply to your inquiry about m~mbqrs of my congra tion 
cape.bl a of pre .. ring or discussing a paper ou oci 1 ustice, J. submit 
the fol lowing: 

Dr. Hanry r essler, 
29 Hillsida Ave. 

x,:r. Joseph 3raell>'v, 
1060 rlroa.d , ·t. 

l.r. Simon L. Fisch, 
31 Clinton st. 

I tak9 this occasion officially to inform you and thq bOci 1 
Justice ,ommission of the central Conference of AJnerican Habbis that J. am 
chairman of the ~ocial ustice ,ommittAe of thA ~yn· ogue Gouncil of 
America. As a delegate of the c.c.A.H. to the ~ynagogue council I am na
turally internsted in the work of the ~ocial ustice commission of thA con
ference, having served the Conference itself as first chairman of the J.n
dustrial H9lations committee for ~ears nnd first chairman of thq ::iocial 
ustice commission (See xxv Year Hook of the conference 1915). In vi~w 

of my whole het.rted interest in social tJUstice, 1 am wondering why the 
social Justice commission of the c.c .. R. has seemin?lY nAglectad to con
sult me on ~ocinl ustice matters. liOW as chairman of the Soci 1 ustice 
committqe of the ~ynagogue council 1 f el it to b my duty to call your 
attention to th~ great opportunity which is ours to do somethin con
structive and beneficial for th~ American ~ynagogue throup-h the synagogue 
Council of merica. 

This information and this su gestion 1 am sendin to you and 
your corrmittea 1th neith r personal prsjudice nor partisan aim, but sol9ly 
in bah lf of sincere cooperation to further ~enuine soci&l ·ustic~. 

I am confid~ntly awaitin your assurance that our two groups 
will coo ~~rate for th~ ood of our common cause. 

Yours f ... ithfully, 
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Emanuel Q!nngregattnn 
LESTER L. BAUIIR, PIIHIDIENT 

tee W. IIANDOL"H eT. 
TKLKPHONK P'ltANKLIN 1Se8 

FELIX A. LEVY, RA■■I 

448 11•L110•• •TRIE•T 
TKLKPHONK QIIACKLAND 9087 

701 BUCKINGHAM PLACE 

TELEPHONE LAKEVIEW 8807 

Clt!Jtrago 

J. HAROLD SELZ .. .... .. V•c• PRll:e . 

ALBERT MECKLENBURGER. RIEC . SEC'Y 

SAMUEL L. HAAS . ....... FIN. Sac·y 

LEO SHAFTON . . .... ... . TRll:Ae . 

January 8th 1935 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

I was sorry that I was not in when you telephoned last 
night. As soon as I came in I tried to reach you at 
the number left but no one at the other end of the wire 
lma·. ·an, knowledge of your whereabouts. 

I want to urge upon you the great necessity of your 
writing the pa.per assigned you by the Conference and 
because of its importance I trust that you will be able 
to read it in person. 

Like yourself I would 1ike to go to Europe next summer 
but will be detained by the meeting of the Conference. 

I want to take this means of telling you what a fine 
job you did in the controvers"7' on Jewish Education 
in the Jewish Daily Bulletin. 

With warmest greetings from house to house, I remain, 
. 

Cordiallt, 

FAL:JD 3-~ 
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Dear Colleague: 

By this time you have probably received an 
invitation to attend a Regional Conference 
on Social Justice, to be held in Chicago , 
February 23rd and 24th. 

Will you kin1l y suggest me ers of youT On
gregation who can t ak , part in thP • _r o r (un, 
the gPnPr,.1 title of hich is 

"The Synagogue and Social Advance " 

by the present ation of papers on topics that 
come under this heading. Please mention the 
name of the member and his subject. 

Awaiting your early reply, and with kindest 
greeti gs from house to house, I remain 

Cordially, 

FAt:JD 
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My dear colle~e: 

Rabbi Edward L. Israel 
Har. Si.nai Temple 

5ol ton and Wilson Streets 
Baltimore , Md. 

February 8, 1935 

You have perhaps seen the violent attacks made upon our 
Labor .Palestine Statement by Rabbi Newman of New York who is 
known to be an ardent Jabot in.sky Jrotagonist. In fact, Rabbi 
Newman tried desperately to stop the iss~in~ of our statement. 

I enclose a copy of an article which I have written in 
answer. to his attuoks. The article is my personal int~rpreta
tion of t~ attitudd of the signers and dOdS not conl.'nit any 
individual but mys~lf. 

I Sdnd it to you in the hopa that it my meet. for the 
groattir ~art, with your ~ympathy~ If th6ru is any ,vay in 
which you can assist in biving publicity to this statomont 
throu6h your local Juwish press, I shall gruatly appreciate 
your action. 

With runewud thunks for your cooporation and th~ loyalty 
with which you havo stood with our comnittoe duspitu tha 
unticip~tod attacks, und with cordial p~rsonal groutings, I 
rumain, as ~v~r, 

Sincur.Jly a rn.t-,rnally 



THE RSFOID.l RABBIS AND LABOR PALES~1N.ill 
A Statu.:n.;mt by Rc.tbbi Bdw~rd L. lsr~-31 

In th13 pr, .. sont critic.:.. l strugglo ru6arding th1.J Pul1.;stiniun oconomic and 
political pro6ri.lm, ~ny positivll duclciration of ondors!J:nent of tho Histadruth is, 
lpsu f a cto, an act of o~Josition to 3evisionism. It does not require the 
~ainatory revilings of a Louis I. Newman to :$ke t h is evident. The 241 rabbis 
who signed the statement andorsi~ the gonarul principlds of Palestine Labor 
and the Histudruth do not naod Rabbi Nt::;w:nan or any othur Rdvisionist sympathi-
7.Gr to enlighton them as to the significanc~ of such an undors~:n~nt. Th~ 
typical N•..1wmnn tac tics of cluimiUG th~. t hu is wisur tmn 241 of his c ollua6'1la s 
is a ~ratuitous insult to th1.: intollig...;nCy of a group of m:Jn who .'.lro just us 
v11Jll informud or biJttllr informud thun h..t on mattors of Zionism und world Jr:Jwry. 

For many y~~rs now, th~ Cuntrul Oonforonco of ~morican Rabbis h~s boon 
issuing sta.temunts in criticism of thu ills of our pruSt;nt JConomic order. 
Th1.;S1..1 r s.bbis m VtJ dunounc1.1d the, accumulr.:. tion of wrJnl th in the hands of o. f ,Jw. 
r:11'1Jy hnvo mt:.intoin-Jd t·hc:t gross inuquulitL;s of wo ~1 lth aro morr.lly 'limtonablu 
v,h-ln 5rvn t nfflut.;nCtJ •.JXists alongsid._j ~bjuct pov,.,rty. In thoir Cincinn=iti 
convvntion, ;;.~ f ,.JVJ Y•J r1 rs ago, th,:;y wunt <JVun furth1..;r :.i.nd put tht:msc.;lv..;s on 
rucord in f:..ivor of ,i gr~du_.1 domocrutic [lnd parli:l:n..:ntcry ch~ngo of our oco
no:nic ord,,r r1h1Jruby 1)roauction for us ,; rath.;;r th?.n profit ·11ould buco:n1;; tho 
busic principlu of our uconomic socit3ty. 

To s~:;.y tru: t such .. : t,;rOU.J of mon did not kn O\ ✓ what thi;;y war-..., doi~ •;;h~n thJy 
•.;ndor s iJcl thw fundumunt .:.: l id ,.,als of th~· Hi5t r;.druth is to tull thum th:.1t they do 
not knoVJ th.: implic ::it ions of thdir own socio l pro6r n:n. This is c.n insult to 
th<J int-.lli0,jncu :.: nd idualism of th0 R1,;form r u.bbin~t ,.: of /l:n,;ric[l which com<Js 
,.-Jith utt ,:r tSruc,.llussntJss :md booriohnl..:iS5 from thu Ruvisioni~; t nympc thiz.;r, 
iinobi Nuwman. 

Tht.;; c,conomic id1.1 r~ 1s .J:nbodiod in thu rabbinicr:.l ondorsom.;nt of thu Hista
ciruth' s pro5 rrun uro in 13ntirt.: consonanC tj ,-.,ith thu ;Joci r.: l justico pronouncornonts 
of th1.J C<Jntr:~1 Conf<:ru1:crJ of hmuric~.1 n R1.bi.Jis. It wa:;; for this ru .. son thD.t thu 
st.::1 t , .. ::n<.;nt nxprGs s ly m,3ntionud th,JSL, pronouncom :ntz, .:ind for this r1.; ason too, 
that th1,; list of sign:J.torios ·w:-~& lirnitud to thtj m,.,mburship of thCl. t body. The 
(.;"'ntr -.il Uonfur6111cu of .A::noric~m Rl~bbis h:1s no monopoly of Ju\·1ish social iduo.lism. 
It 1-ns, howuver, com.-nitt~d its 0lf with uniqul'J forcu on c.:conomic and .,)ocial 
prool~ms. In our rusolution v,u mrtJly ~.:.p,Jly to Pr,;, l;;;stinu th~ sn:nu idea.ls ·::o 
churish ·\°Ii th reg.::rd to th•.: GConomic ord1.;r in 6° tJll ral; but bocauso thor,J is 
still op1)ortunity in ? ~:;.lustint:i to pr..,v1;;nt the 6ro vvth of thJ injustic"s which 
·:10 atta ck ,3lsuwI1L1ru, and buC...lUSl.l thu Hintndruth is doing moro than o.ny oth~r 
body to frustr ,i t1.1 th.;30 injustico~, •.vo h:... VrJ ondors •;d, not its ov-Jry spuciiic 
:..1ct, but its bnsic philosophy. 

Tho Ruvisioniats h:J.v,~ shov✓n th(,jIDJiJlvus to b1..1 jingoists. Thvir brand of 
9olitic:il and economic t.rwught is, in thv .JSti~tion of many of us, tho ho.nd
!:laid of Fascism., Thd liuvisioni.its havo triad in P::lustint.l to sabotagu tho 
J JWi3h LJ.bor :novCJm~nt. Th~ axpurivnov cit"'d in th•.; first issu~ of too L,.;oguo 
for Labor ? .. lestino's "Juwish Frontiur" tulls a typic-.::.1 story. In Haifa the 
Histndruth ,·,::.s conducting l :.~bor nagoti.~tiO.L'1S on o. construction job which was 
bJing undvrt~kon by ~n It:....lian. An agra,.Jmunt hn.d c.lmos·t bean r0 ~.Lchod v1hureby 
J~-.-;ish labor could carry on th,J work according to docunt l3bor st~ndnrds whon 
tho contractor was a~proa.ch'3d by a RJvisionist crowd ,·,ho undi;.;rbid tho official 
J•..;vvish labor ori,jtlnization. ',/h·.Jn thu Histc.druth camJ back for thr.iir : .. nswer, th13 
contr:....ctor inform~d thtJm that h1J hnu. re:>CtJi V1Jd a lO\i1.Jr lnbor bid, .:md t mt• 
furth..)rmOrtJ, ~s un I t .. lian, he v;ould r .:.thu~d'.JO.l ·;1i th Ju·.-1ish t'nscis ts• 



- . '· --

Thura, of coursu, can be no non-partisanabJ-l) in such a situ~tion. Rabbi 
N~wrnan and a vury fow others try to p~rnda their Rovisionist sympn thi~s under 
th\J guis,J of non-partisanship, but thoy ::.:re simply ~ssisting in tho fri ghtful 
r1ork of s~lbotagillfs orgo.nizod J . .,v,ish labor in Pa.lu-=>tino. Vfo agroo trot so~o of 
th13 physi..cal outbrtiuks on both siddi have beon d,Jplorablo and worthy of consuJ·6. 
'i/.J agr~a \·lith tho pact sjg_r!.,.,d ·hy F--n ·Gurion and ,T::iboti.nsky whor0bJ· v .i.0lon <~ <J is 
condumnod as an. i nstrurn1,nt of action. W1J C.'.lnnot a.grow, hov._uvur, tha t onu c:-m bG 
non-p~rtisnn in tho R~visionist-Histadruth strugglu ~s f ~r as principlus 3 ro 
concGrnud. 0.nJ _party--thiJ Ruvisionist--f"lghts on thiJ sido of a sys tom which wo 
rabbis h.lvu consistontly criticizad. Tho oth(jr--thlj Hi.stadruth--will not usa 
c:::.pit . .;,l iJXCGpt on th\J basis of soci:11 justico. Nor will P:.... l;.:;stininn Lo.bor, 
·\vithout a rval struggl~, allow ca pito.l to gut thiJ sort of stru.nglo hold on 
Pc.l\jstine that it ms on othc;;r oconomic socioti ;S• Thi, idoo.l ·.:hich \'ie holC for 
PJlustino is th~t of tho Hist~druth--a pro5rossivu nnd dumocratic movem0nt 
tow8.rd a coopi..r.::.i.tivu com:nom,voalth. Rnbbi N•;Vt.nc'.l.n says th . ..:.t our rabbis do not 
unC:~rstand '.vhu.t this moJ .ns. If Rabbi Nu...-,mo.n und.Jrst::nds -.:111:..lt it mo r!ns, his 
support of Ruvisionisn is a bf.;Jtrayal of ?<.1.l i;stino to thos~ r0action:..:ry f'orcGs 
which ho claims to ch·.:llung<J hsro in A::ivric~. 

V/:J issueC our rusolution at th13 ti:no of thu visit of the. champion of Re
visionisr.1. ?hu .knurican rabbin::ti; did. not mvv to ·;;a.it for Rabbi N,:;·,,'!TI:J.n to 
inf or~ it that Jabotinsky \·J::.l.s visiting AmJrica at tuis t ir:u. N1.;vl:mn' s .:J.rticl.:.1s 
so,Jm to inclic :i to th::t the rabbis woro un.::wmru of this visit. Our stntu:nGnt 
was not an att:1ck on Jo.botinsky. lt w~s si~1ply an ass,.;rtion that tho Histc.1-
1.:: ruth is !:lost in accord ':Ji th our social idoal ·s. ThrJ i::iplicu tion of such u 
st~ ta~~nt at tho timo of th~ Ravisiouist loador's visit is obviou~. Th~ ti~e 
to d.1,;clo.ru just for ·sh..":. t you st~:md is \·;hon tha t st~nd i s being att~cked. Many 
of our :n,Jn woulcl hav,..; prt$furr~d a direct o.ssault on Rt:Jvisionist !':1ilitnris!':1, 
its sabr~ r ~ttling, its Jewish storr:i troop org~nizations and its ospous~l-
ri ,.;ct or incliruct-- of thu forcos of land spoculntion and lo.bar oxploitet tion 
in Palustina. 

P..:rh'1ps it \'✓Ould. ria,v .J he,un far bGtt~r not to h::,v,,; li!':'lit\jc ours(J1Vt3S to a 
m~ro positiv~ stat1Jr:1ijnt of thu fur.1.d~i.~ ... mt ,~1 philosopl'Uif Pnlostin ,J L::.bor. ?vr
ha._ps th" bust argu::1~nt for th.; Hist:.tdruth would b•.J to put its acco□plishr.1..;nts 
and th.; 1Jxprt:,ssions of its r~cognizud lc.ad,;rs alongsido th1J spuochi3s and 
,: cc o:npl i sh.•:1-:.,nt s of th... r ·..:1 cogniz<.;<l 1,.,0.dor.5 of Rovi s ionis!:1. Thuro you would havtl 
thr., tJpito::113 of a nationalis::i l;>osud on social iclo::ils v0rsus a. jingoistic typo 
of nationalisr.i.. 

Wll rabbis who h.~vlj 1Jndorsoc. th1.. soci a l id1Jals of th·.; Histaclruth and P:1. l i.; s
tin:J Labor lnv., no ult ,Jrior :-:1.otivi:3. Nonu of us hopos, by our action, to gain 
any pr ,J s tigo. ·.vo c1r1J not s trug61 ing for 8.ny crowns of l o:td -.;rship. We o.ro 
!:1•.;r ... ly u.oinc; th.; s :-i.~v thing with r ,.;garcl to ?~~l ,Jst.i.n·J v1hich wu h'.:.Lvo again and 
~gain C:.on>J for t£un•.;rn l social and 1,cono::iic lifo. \Tu Lro inturproting our 
historic socio-roligi ous !:i3 ssa0 u in t .:.; r::1s of thu P:. ~l , js tin<J of tod.:.iy. 

Vfo vxpuctod th(j R.Jvis io11 i s t sy.-:ip~~ thi z1.1rs to prot ,:, ;:. t against our oc t ion_. 
W•J did not uxp,Jct, nor h:.lvu our collaagu"s b-Joll boguil1., C: by, thu R1;;vis ionist 
oxhortatio11s to "non-p~ .... rtis :.:mship." Th':3 rvspons 'l t.o th,_j appu.l.l of R'l.bbi 
N\lwm:.1n to th•.; sign.,rs of our r •Jsolution to r(jpudio.to thuir signaturtJs has beon 
practically nil. 1Lny non-Zionists 1':long thu rabbis, who f,Jlt th.:..t tmy could 
not si~n a str-tl:l~•Jnt which w::1. s d,.1finituly Zionistic in tLnlJ, n1.1v,.,rthiJl 1.JSS 

wrot" to thr.; cor.1.-:1itt..:o, •.ixprussing thf.;ir synpathy \vith tho rosolution. 



The Rafor:::1 fubbis & Labor ?~l~stino --3-

Fror:i thu Yury outs1Jt, this rusoluti cn clnL1uC:. to b(j nc,thinc.,; othor th~.n u 
stata::iont by indivic.;.vnls. Tl:i.uru wt.ls no subturfugo to :nnku it nppunr to bu a 
~0::1:::1:i ttu.l of thc, Guutr--~1 (;onfuruncu of Jlr:ll;ri~:m .~bb is. I ts original wording 
'l.nconsciously ullow~d su;;io doubt on this scoro, c:nc: v;hon thut ·, ;as ::iuntionod 
·Dy 3evurul ::1tJn to thu cur.r1i tteo, tho v,ordln~ \Vas ir.1.":'.udia toly chr.:.ngud. Thosa 
·v1ho took tho troublo to SJP.d us th,:; suggustion wurG s incur1.: ly thD.nkod for 
thd ir kinclnu s~ in hu].ping us to avoid •,,h-:.i t, f ro!':1 thu v ,Jry outset, v1,3 md 
wc....nt~d to avoid. Th-3 sig .. 1ific:~nt fi ~ct, howovl:r~ is tmt 80 por.cdnt of tho 
tot::l nu:1bur of signatur, ... s of 1311 ~. orsu:-:icnt w,3r ,~ r ·JCJiv0cl b1Jforu r/0 had a chancJ 
to infor;;i thu Confur~nc:... :-.1u::ib . rs of t.lltJ chango<... v,o.rtli.:g .. __ 

The :nun v1ho signtJd this r •..:solution nu.-:1b--r in their r ::J.nks so::ie of thd 
olduGt _n\.l ::1ost loy .... l ::11.J;.1bt;r:, of tho CGntra.l Confurunc 1,j of ar.10ric:1n Rabbis. 
Sov0;r.:i l pn.;t pr1.:Hih~ont~ aru si6natori ,.;s. Th.:, prt;svnt Vicu-Pr..:sic!ont of th-J 
C<3n tr...!. l t;u1lf t3rdnce of A:~1(31' ic~n 3 :1. b·o1s •;;[] s onu of tho f or::iul:1 tors of th,J 
r ,.:sJlutie,n. Many othur pro.;sunt uncl pn.~t officers h:.1vu signud. To tho~ ·J nun 
tho Cuntra.1 Confor~nctJ of A::ierican P.abbis a.n~ its _prorog~tivus aru just [1 S c.le:.1r 
i:ls thuy ar,3 to lbbbi Nuv,!"!lnn. It ::iight evun b.J sn.icl thHt thoy are dc:1rur, 
bc.;c, .. ust;; Rabbi N..,;\Jr.Ul.n's only svrvicr; to thnt body h~..1s boon to vmgO his cloqurJnt 
r,:n~°"·:t in its f,::.cu fro:.1 ti::io to ti::io, to shriuk at it for its opJ.)osition to 
his id.Gas und, fin3.lly, in this latest in~tanc,.3, to c~ll 241 of its ::ie:::1burs 
u.aluclt;tCi. d.ol t3. 

Thu rabbinic:-11 resolution on L:..ibor P:, lestin1.J stcnC.s as ,! positivu cl<Jcln
ration of sy::ipathy vlith th(:t social id-.Jals of thu Histaclruth t·nd.• by infur~nco, 
a lack of sy.:ipa.thy \1ith thos13 who attack th1.Jso bnsic 1)rincipl1,;s. It was 
si~n,.;cl by u croup of R1;1for;.1 r3bbis who spoku a s inc.l iviC:.unls, but \:Ii th tho 
backgrounu. of a social progra:, r1hich haC: b,.:,on o. cloptocl by tho r _bb inic :_ 1 body 
of which oach and ovr...:ry onu of th<.i!':1 ~ru resp1..;ctu~ c:..nd loy;.11 ::\1:-Jbr;;rs. It w.1s 
publishucl at this ti::ie b,.3c: usu it is obvious to cJVtJry follov1ur of Jf:;wish 
tJVtints that a ~ach.ration of sppathy with th(j soci[.l iu.u~ls of the Hist~druth, 
~:md ,Jhat tliis cl~clriratL.:: n i:-:1plius a.long uducutionol linus to tho A::1ericnn 
J uwish public, :ire: u. t this er it i cal ::io::ien t i;1p ;r~ ti vu '.lets v1hich ought not 
bCJ d.eL.:.yacl. 

Th\j ..l:-joric un Ju•,;ish _public ::mst docide. Whi.3thor it c~osircs that th•.;ro bu 
built up in .i\.lo~tino c:.:. Jt:.v1ry b:J.Su(.. on soci.:11 justice or on f2nutic::i.l ch~uvin
ismo Wo whv signud thu rabbinicnl rvsolution hr: vo faith th:"!t this clecision 
will lie in the dirocti cn of sympathy ~ith and sup~ort of thb social idoals 
of ? :-lustinG Labor. 
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February 15, 1.955. 

Dear Colleague: 

1. In e,pj_te of the defeat of the Wo""."Jd Court protocols 
the majority of th~ A.nuri~e.n pe•>Pl•.~ is still in fa":or or our ac1herence. 
The defeat is not fj_n-1.l b1-1t or!l::r impo~es t:p">n the r:1e.j ori ty the c tl.Li ga
tion to continue it[: dr.1ma:id i'or as ea:,:-ly a :r.at.~fi~at ion of tr.e rrotocols 
as possible. Vh .. ~t.•J yo~;r scnat::r;:•~ nr<l to thG I'.1'.'P.::..,irle;ii. on tht: st.b ject, 
espAcially if your ~e:iutc1·s v0ted ar;airst rQti?icn.ti•)n. 

2. The defaat of the rorld Court is being hailed by fas
cists and isolatj_onists as a defeat of all iEt.ern1tiona.l co-operation 
and of the who~ec.ce mo"rem,:mt . It is iw~.:')It.81 1.t, th<-3,:-~fore, that we 
continue our Gffc:rt ~3 to h::.:. .. ,:- 3 ~be Unit.-:.,d [:.,.,3.t0.~ ~-t -~t.r ~:.11;) t:;-rrr.s en which 
it will join tbi:; Lec1.r.;11e of NJ.t~.vr.Sj ·,~,) k~,·c T,he G:liJ:,'?c; ~3-!- :: t;:~ ~a-oper-
ate u r !..l.h nJ·'1·-:-.--~c:- c , .... .j . ,~,.:. ; . .... ,., • .,...,.,.J..;rrr 7 ,,,..,. - .,., •• ., .,t.• · r. , ''"J. ..... ~) lli'"' ' ,-fac , ,.J..-1 '- J _.1;. • ._. 1.vc , ,.'. -v . . f_.-.,-s . . ,~-- .1 . .. • l - -. .1.. , ·. , .! •~ •.J ., v~ 1.; JJ ...:; ~J C. .•·, • · 11...• -
-:•ur• •~~ o·~ ~r1r1 .::::. :n·,.,c., -l)' ~ .. ,-.-,..i ...., ... ,,!· ,-, .,.. 1, ,·,r"•' •"· • '' 1•·, 1 1-"' . _ ,.f.'.J ' " 1-·1~ .- ··1 ,: 1a v o:.. - - .., l.~1~ ;~ .. \, --:. l uv• ........ .. :;~ l ·I -~__,,-.),:. . ,_ ., .. . . ._,,, ...,:::.~•-· r; ,, ·! \JJ'- • ..:..' 
C0rr,ini ttec on Feb. 1~,. If ti~(;' G~~h--. •·:::~ C,: .r::,..i:: t,·;·,•:: 8 JtTu·1_rl tic-.;r·:1:, t.10. pro
pC'S d.l of the United States :" ► ;-,::o.-3e:-ntat.::.. •: ~: !' _;_t w0P·1_tl br; i)U~"':.:' r..L ?"JO·,:s and 
ht:niiliating to have the is0lc. t·. i:)nists nv.1 '" nr ·,n[,.k -_•:-2 d ·•: J v,. ·•.,:~~ f ena te 
int0 rej cc ting it. It. w0 uld 3.lsc r..r-' ady~_:::- E.l.:~1.o .!.,'J 7'10+.f::.'J., i-. •~..:..h1s r, the 
extrA.crdinari~y _i.arp;':; a1'!d. :i;rovocative nc1.vnl npo·.:o!)f lH-'.~ic.1s at; well as 
the eq·i.1ally prov0cativP. grsat naval demonctration in the Pacific 
schedulad for next summer. 

5. At the last ConferP-nce the following resolution was 
referred to your CoTIUT!ittae, with the instruction that it poll the 
Conf ere nee on the f.ubj 3Ct: 

11 Resolved, That _j:,he Centr:il Conferance of American Rabbis 
recommend to its members that they refuse to support any 
war j ~ ,~:hie- h the (this) country or any country may engage 
on the ground that war is a denial of a.11 for which reli
gion stands." 

To get a clear vote on the subject, it would be advis
able to vote yes or no, thou~h there ic no ohjection if the members 
would in addition sto.te what modifications of the position ti:.ken in 
the resolution they desire to r9gister.. ;.iAc.y we ca~l your att~~:1-t,ion 
to the word "recommend" in the reso:i ution vrh.ich places the C,:nlf '1rence 
on record without binding its individual members. Please use t~1e en
closed postal card for your vote n.nd return it as soon as possible. 

David B. Alpert 
Samuel H. Baron 
Frederick Cohn 
Abraham Cronbach 
Daniel L. Davis 

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL PEACE 

Max C. Currick, Ch~irman 
Philip Bernstein, Vice-Chairman 

Harry W. Ettelson Mayer Lipman 
Morris M. Feuerlicht Eugene Mannheimer 
Abram Hirschberg Walter G. Peiser 
Morris S. Lazaron Law: .. ~n~e w.s~hwartz 
Gerson B. Levi ~illia~ B.Schwartz 

Phineas Smeller 

P.s. To keep informed on international affairs and the pence movement 
in these critical times the Committee suggests that it is advis
able to su~tc~ibc to the Foreign Policy Association, 8 West 40th 
St.,New Yc::-k City, (Members:i.ip $5 a year. Mei:•bf!j_~~hip incltdes 
fortnightly repo:t +,s n ri.:l w~P-kly bulletins. The bu] ll-:tinF i113Y be 
had. scpa:·n lr ly 1\.,::~ iJ_ a ye-'lr), and "Pence Acticn ,: ( Na ticnal Coun
cil fc:- Pre:venGinn of War, 552-17th St.,N.V-.,Wnshington, D.C., 
single subscriptions 50¢ a year). 
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Dear Friend and Colleague: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PHILIP 5. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, 0. 
WILLIAM H . FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ISRAEL HARBURG, Lynn, Mass. 
SAMUEL HIRSHBERG, Milwaukee, Wis. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, Miss. 
A.LVIN s. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, o. 
MORRIS NEWFIELD , Birmingham. Ala. 
MARIUS RANSON , East Orange, N. J. 
AARON L. WEINSTEIN, Jamaica, L. I., N. Y. 
STEPHEN S . WISE, New York City 

FERDINAND M. issERMAN The orisis that has arisen in the Senate over the matter of relief' EMIL W. LEIPZIGER 
Louis L. MANN and 110rk tor the unemployed requires inmsdiate action on the part ot the 
SAMUEL s. MAYERBERG Churches and Synagogues. We are aslcing a aelected group of' two hundred 
MARIUS RANSON l ea 11 ..... h 1 w1LLIAM F. RosENeL.uM . C ergymen .. tho o. Protestant and Jen.1.s , to s gn the &nolosed 
LEONARD J. ROTHSTEIN Statement. Ir you approve or the Statement will you not please sign 
ABBA HILLEL siLvER vnur na.IJJe to it and return the Statemnt e..t onoe so that 1ftt nav give it STEPHEN $. WISE .,-

,I to the Press and forward it without delay to the mmbers or- the Senate 
and the House. 

It would be a grea.t help it you 1'0uld also wire the Senators from 
your State urging them to pass the Bill which would provide work for the 
unemployed at •ges not less than the pre'V8.1ling scale. 

James Myers, or the Federal Counoil or Churches, and Dr. John A. 
Ryan. of the National Catholic Welfare Council, are mailing a letter 
s1nd.la~ to this to the Protestant and Catholic Clergyman. 

Yours sincerely 

SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 
Chairman 
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Chairman 
SOLO MO N 8AZELL 

H ENRY J . BER K OWIT Z 

MOSES 8UTTENWE I SER 

R UDOLPH I. C OFFEE 

" A BRAHAM C RON3AC H 

H ARRY W. E TTELSON 

MO RR I S M. FEUERLICHT 

WILLIAM F I N ES H RIBER 

G E O RGE G. F ox 

E PHRAIM F R I SCH 

EDWARD L. I SRAEL 

F ERDIN A ND M . I SSER M AN 

EM IL W . L EIPZIGER 

LOUIS L. M AN N 
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ABBA H I L LE L S ILV E R 

S TEP H EN S . W ISE 

April 19, 1935 

Dear Friend: 

Dr.John A.Ryan. of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, 

Rev,James Myers, of the Federal Council of Churches. and I 

representing the Social Just i ce Commis sion, have prepared the 

enclosed Statement upon Civil Li berties. 

We are asking two hundred Clergymen of each Faith to sign 

this Statement. You will notice that we deal with one of the 

grave dangersto our liberties in America, and that we ask for 

an investigation by the Judiciary Committee of the Senate. 

I trust that you will agree to sign this Statement and send 

it to me with your signature by return mail as we wish to issue 

the release within the next few days and to send a copy thereof 

with all signatures to the members of the Judiciary Committee 

of the Senate and the President. 

Yours cordially 
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~efu 'fork 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, o. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

April 
30th 
1935 

I was pleased to have your 
letter of recent date. 

I un erstand you are to read 
a paper at the Chica o convention of the c.c.A.R., 
giving your viewpoint on "Israel," as part of the 
symposium on t he Pittsburgh Platform. The resol -
tion passed at vernersville last June calls for a 
re-valuation of the Pittsburgh Platfonn, though I 
understand the Executive Board of the conference 
wishes at 1 east two years of Symposium before an 
attempt is made to fonnulate tbis re-statem€tlt. 

Some of us, including William 
Rosenblµm of Temple Israel, New York, are discussing 
the matter of procedure at the forthcoming conference, 
with reference to this matter. One suggestion is 
that the various papers be presented over at least 
two years, and no endeavour be made to effect a re
evaluation for some time. 

Another suggestion is that a 
number of resolutions be presented in tentative form, 
which shall be passed upon by the Conference, and 
transmitted to a Special Committee entrusted with 
the task of preparing a statement of Reform Judaism's 
position today. These resolutions would cover the 
fundamentals of the Platform--and include more ideas 
such as God, Israel, and Torah. 

A t h ird suggestion is that, 
rowing out of the three-fold discussion this year, 

a group of resolutions mi ·ht be ~ssed, expressing 
the attitude of the Conference on the ideas of God, 
Torah , and Israel, t o be transmitted to the Restate
ment Cammi ttee ( if one may use this phrase) to be 
incorporated in the text of the new Platform. The 
Zionist issue, of course, would be included in a. de
finition of Israel according to our present viewpoint. 
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<linugregm:inn ~heply ~lynlnm 
~e&ett ~est '!liiglytg-tlyirb ~treet 

~efu fork 

1:ay I therefore inquire whether it is your 
intention to make specific recommendations in your 
paper, giving the phraseology you suggest for inclu
sion in a resolution of instruction by the Confer
ence to the Special Committee? 

Or do you believe it advisable that the 
papers on the three themes be distributed among the 
members of the Conference before the convention 
takes place, so that t hose mo wish may present 
specific resolutions, covering, in particular, 
controversial points? 

If we knew your own intent ion in this matter, 
or your suggestions as to procedure, it would be of 
material assistance in preparing our own plans at 
this end. If it is deemed advisable to offer con
crete and specific resolutions, it might be well if 
these were prei:e.red now, and sent out among a number 
of our colleagues in a tentative way, for their com
ment and recommendations. 

I would appreciate hearing from you on these 
points at your convenience. 

Wi t :h cordial regards, I ani, 

Sincerely yours, 

LI N:A 
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Dear Colleague: 

Allow me to enclose herewith a tentative outline of the Report 
of the -Commission on Social Justice tor the June Meeting. You will 
note that I have f'ollowd the general scheme adopted last year and 
ha-,e divided the Report into two parts: {l) Statement or Principles: 
(2) Progi-am or Aotion. 

Wi 11 you please let me bave within the next ten daya yow- com
ments upon the points oowred. What would you add or subtract or 
modify? The section on ''The Family" I have tried to dewlop in such 
a •Y a■ to ma.kB 1 t aervioeable to both the Rabbis and the men and 
women that we sene. 1n the section on the "Economic Organization .. 
and tho "Political Order'' I haw gone a little further than last year, 
but :not further than the soci-al crisis demama. 

In the last section I have emphasized what aeema to many ot ua 
a most important need, namely, "The Development of the Social 
Philosophy ot Judaism." Heretofore we have only touched upon this 
topic. The time baa now come to prepare a presentation that will be 
authoritative. Thia will undoubtedly require some years of work on 
tha part or a group of JINle 

Trusting that you will write me just as soon aa you can u our 
Report will undoubtedly pass through several editions, believe me 
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PART I 
THE FAMILY 

The breakdown in family life today as evidenced by estrangements, separations and 
divorces is a source of great concern to ewry religious leader and student of social 
problems. The Rabbi is in a strategic position to render service and to sa~ marriage 
and family life from tragedy and dissolution. 

In order that the Rabbi nay be properly trained for this form of service we urge 
that courses on "The Family" be included in the curriculum of every Seminary. We also 
commend co:urses of reading to men in the ministry and append to this Report a list of 
books that we believe will be helpful. 

In order that young men and women may be properly prepared for marriage, and in 
order that married men and women may have counsel and guidance in the solution or their 
problems 118 urge (1) That the Synagogue arrange oourses on "J-.rriage and Family Life;" 
(2) that the Rabbi arrange for personal conferences with individuals and couples both 
before and after marriage; (3) That in cooperation with other groups 118 establish Con
sultation Centers to wlrl.ch men and women may come, whether married or unmarried, for a 
discussion or their problems and for proper guidance. 

In view of the fact that the marriage laws in the States or Aalrioa require so 
little we urge a modification of these laws in order that the couple to be married may 
possess at least the rudiments necessary for marriage and family life and in order that 
a minimum of assurance may be given to society that the narriage is soundly based. 

ECONOMIC ORGANIZATION 

It is now clear that the social crisis cannot be solved through the program 
developed by the Government. The only solution lies in a complete reorganization ot 
economic life and the building ot the economic structure upon a new basis• Competition 
and profit must yield to cooperation and service. 

1 Unemployment. Unemployment is not a local or State but a National problem. 
The unemployed should be treated not as oases in relief but as men and women 
who are out of work. The Federal Government is moving out of the relief' 
stage to the 'WOrk-reliet stage. Work-relief, however, does little more than 
grant relief for some fonn of work. We urge that the Government establish 
not a work-relief but a 1VOrk program that will provide the unemployed with 
work and wages. Private industry has failed; the Govermoont, therefore, must 
undertake tm task. 

2 Socialization of Basic Enterprises. Enterprises that are essential to the 
life and welfare of the community must be owned and :oanaged and controlled by 
the community in its own interest. We, therefore, urge the socialization of 
all sources of energy, such as, coal, oil, water on and com-=~ systemaJ ba.nlcing and credits also f~od supply, housing 
~.h~ We have socialised the 11&.ter supp , a n, aria 

service and must now expand the program. 

3 Income. The first charge upon the economic organization is an adequate annml 
income for every imividual and family. This charge must be made before dis
tribution or dividends or accumulation or surpluses. The present inequitable 



distribution or income• current and accumulated, must be ended through a 
radical program or taxation upon incomes in the higher brackets, inheri
tances and bequests and corporation surpluses. In the last War the Govern
ment conaoripte d the bodies and brains ot America. In the present war 
against poverty and destitution the Govermnent is -.rranted in conscript
ing the income and wealth or the COUlltry. 

4 IAbor. We endorse and earnestly support the V..gner labor Disputes Bill 
in the conviction that this Bill will not only guarantee to labor as a 
natter -or law the rights to which labor is entitledJ but will also protect 
labor against the wrongs of which 1 t is now made the victim. IAbor must be 
legally protected in its right to organize and to determine the conditions 
under which •n and women shall work. 

5 Security. Every individual should be protected against the hazards and 
insecurity due to illness, accident, unemployment, old age, and the pre
mature death of the •ge-earner. We insist upon economic security in this 
age of surplus and abundance in order that each individual and family may 
be free to develop their full powers and capacities. 

POLITICAL ORD ER 

The political order or democracy is clearly in danger as a result of the impact of 
new political programs that are being proposed and prom>ted in America. 

1 Immigration. The present iniquities in immigration laws should be correct
ed and immigration policies liberalized: 

2 Minority rights are being curtailed and violated. Every minority should be 
protected against wrongs and guaranteed the f'undamental right to live its 
O'Wrl life, to develop its own culture, and to make its distinctive contri
bution to the common life of the community. 

3 Civil Liberties are seriously threatened and we must make every effort to 
protect the liberties of the land guaranteed under the Constitution: 
freedom or speeoh, freedom of assembly, freedom of the press. 

4 The danger to democracy comes from Communism on the left and from Fascism 
on the right. We are utterly opposed to dictatorship whether it be from 
one side or the other, or whether it be in the political order or in the 
economic organization. We stand for the development of the democratic 
ideal and insist that the social order must be thoroughly and completely 
democratized. 

THE SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY OF JUDAISM 

The rise or various social p~losophies in our day compel us to face the question: 
To what degree is Judaism compatible with Capitalism, Comm\Dlism, Fascism, Socialism or 
Democracy? This question can be ans-..ered only through a development of the social 
philosophy of Judaism itself. This topic the Conference hLs touched upon from time to 
time and now it must be fully unfolded. The social philosophy of Judaism is to be 
derived from the experience or Israel and the lawa we have incorporated in our codes, 
the principles that 1'18 have formulated, and the ideals that enter into the vision of 
the Kingdom of God. It ia important not only to translate this vision into reality 
but to stress the procedure or method through which the transl tion is to be made from 
the present social order to the new. The spirit of Israel outlaws force aJJd violence 
and urges the orderly and democratic procedure. 



PART II 
PROGRAM OF ACTION 
The Congregation 

In order that sentiment and support for the program or the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis may be cultivated in the Congregations we urge: 

1 That the program be studied in the High Schools in connootion with 
the work of the Prophets. 

2 That Men's Clubs and Womn's Organization• and Young People ts Groups 
be encouraged to discuss tm program at their Open Meetings trom 
year to year. 

3 That Foruma on social topics be arranged from time to tim, to which 
the whole Congregation can be invited. 

4 That the Congregation and its affiliated groups through the Committee 
on Social Justice actively support such sooial measure• as the Child 
labor Amendment, Unemployment Insurance, Old Age Pensions, etc. 

REGIONAL CONFERENCES 

The Regional Conference on Social Justice held in New York City in the month of 
January proved the need and importance or Regional Conferences. As a result of this 
experirnent we reoomnend, however, that the Regional Conferences from now on cover a 
s:maller area and be limited to Congregations within 150 to 200 miles of the center in 
which the Conference is held. 

SUMMER SEMINAR 

As a result or the Summer Seminar conducted last summer in cooperation with the 
Conservative, Reform and Orthodox Rabbinioal groups we reoommend that the Sumner Semin-
ars hereafter be included as a part of the summer program of the Seminaries. 

STATE REFRESENTATIVES 

The State representatives of the Social Justice Commission can be of great service 
from now on in developing the R6glonal Conferences and in cooperating with the Union in 
establishing Social Juatioe CoDIDittees in the Congregations. 

COOPERATION v'VITH THE UNION 

The Comnittee on Synagogue Activities of the Union has made the establishment of a 
Committee on Social Justice in each Congregation one of its projects. The Comniasion 
on Social Justice of the c.,ntral Conference will provide the material for the educa
tional program. 

COOPERATION ~YITH OTHER <EGANIZATIONS 

The CoDIDias!on on Social Juatice of the ~ntral Conference of American Rabbis has 
cooperated throughout the year with the Federal Council ot Churches, the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, and the American Ci'rll Liberties Union in issuing State.
manta on large oonmon questions and alao in Bearings, both State and Federal. 
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May 31, 1935. 

Dear Colleague : 

The decision or the Supreme Court on Monday, May 27 • 1935 outlaw
ing the N.R.A. program compels us to restate the paragraphs on the 
N.R.A., included in the Social Justice Report of 1934. ?lay I have your 
immediate oomments upon the r ollowing points: 

I. The first part ot the Supreme Court decision which states that 
it is unconstitutional for Congress to delegate to the President 
such power as is included in the N.R.A. legislation should be wel
com,d in view of the faot that it curbs the trend toward Fascism 
and the danger or dictatorship in America. It keeps the legisla
ti..-e function of goverment where it belongs, that ia, in Congress. 

-
2. The second part of the decisiqn whioh states that Congress ex-
ceeded its constitutional power in legislating upon 1111ges, hours of 
labor, etc. not clearly involved in interstate oomnerce must be re
garded as a serioua setback to progressi-ve, social legislation and 
recovery from economic collapse. 

3. 'We strongly urge an immediate amenc:baent to the Constitution 
whioh will give to Congress the rtght to legislate upon Child La.bor, 
the minimum wage, maximum hours of work, and conditions ot labor. 
Until this amendment is passed we pledge our support to the Presi
dent, the Congress, State and Local officials, and all groups of 
workers and employers, in their effort to naintain a minimum wage, 
reasonable hours ot work, auitable conditions of labor, and a pro
gram that will safeguard the workers ot America from exploitation. 

It ia not necessary for me to emphasize the seriousness of the 
situation and the urgency or an early ans119r. 

Yours cordially 

CBAIRJIAN 



GONFID"8HTI J-.i, 

No man who ::,halJ. i.r. the future pa} ·ticip ..... te in anJ w3.r, or v:ho shall ,~r f'e 
others so to do, or Vfh() shull jnst i.fy, e"'Cculpotr or cund0ne the participr.tior~ r)y 
any nation or indi vidwl l ln c,.ny futur1~ V!J.1', shn.11 be a member of the Cent ral Cnn
f orerice of American Rabbis. Any me 1be.r w_10 -✓iclates this provision shu.11 forfci t 
his membership and shall autuma U cally b0 expel., ed from +,be Conf ercnce. APy IPo r:i

ber who shall advocate t he rt; J'Gal of t~is pr1:iviriion, du::-ing the course uf a wu.r 
1.n Vfhich the Uni tcd StatGs of Amcrica ls ~nvoJ.vcd, shull automutica.lJ_/ 1.Je cxp0ll3rl 
r~cm the Conference an1 denied tlw prlvil~ge of sp~aking et jts conventions ; one 
s c c~:polled moy not ap:1ly for r r. instatement at any time during the perioo of hos -
t i.li tics. The Central C··mf,~rc~1c0 of Amcricar1 Rabbis &lso urge s nll ,J cvrish and 
~lrristian congrogation3 t o adopt simil~r r e~ 1l ations to npply tu nll l ay-officlDl s 
~u1d voting members in t~Gir r ospc ct-LvQ sy::~l'l gogu ' s nnd churches. 

(Signature ) ____________ . ______ _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Dc.:ar Colleague: 

The a1' 0V8 1·P.s01 utio.1 wi 1.1 he :i.ntrodn cerl. at the f0rthc o1.1ing Cor f f ,... __ 
ence. If you ere wi.lling to lie one of it~.: s :ron::ors, plense sign Lt and r etur n i L 
to me. I trus t that you w:i.11, iH nny cas e.: , ;; ive d.1.te thought t •.) the implica.ti on~: 
of this resolution. Itti pas sv gf➔ would, 011e should thi1 k, t:1rm·t the p!'f]S tige and 
influence of organized religion to thJ S~J iport Pnd protect ion o~ t ~e Conscicntlous 
Objector, instead of agoinst hi:n n..3 in t11ci .rc c 1:.:nt WorlG Wc..r. 
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RABBI SOLOMON LANDMAN 

R bbi bb Hillel ~ilver. 
The Temnle. 
E 10nth ' treet & ~nsei n d . 
c, eve 1 nnd ()hin 

June 4th. 19?5. 

Dr . Goldenson h s 1ust ennoi ted me ~Pain tn tRke 
ch r~e nf the nublinitv ~nr the forthoomin~ meeting of the 
Cnnferenoe. I am writin~ vou to ask vou to be so kind es to 
send me . 1ust ea soon as vou nossibly nan~ the nener vnu ere 
to nresent before the Conference. in ordftr that I miPht nre"~re 
an adeonate rA""o-rt thArenf fnr the nreaa. 

In view of the fact that the c~nferenoe commences 
on a Tuesdav, it wi11 be neness rv for me to be in ChinA~O no 
later than Thuradev June 20th in order that T miPht mAet the 
renresentatives of the ChicaP'O dAilies. thuil to in..;nre rnn1e 
snRce for the covere~e of onr meetinp.:-a. Under the ciroumate.nce 
I find 1 t necessary to l ea.ve here on 'nnd v mnrnin,g- Jnne 17th. 

Jrav I Rik vou. therefore to be ~ood enouP,h to send 
me conv of your p~pQrf. or an bstract of it nrenared in the 
form of a news release. so that I m~v receive it no 1 ter thsn 
June 12th. Ynn understand. of oouriie. that there is considerebl 
work involved in nrenarin1; the material in r1 nner aooente.ble 
to the newsnaners. I am verv anxious to hnve this rn terial 
disnatched everal davs before I leave for ChicaRo. 

Thanking vou for vour co-oneratinn with Me Bnd 
lo kin~ forward to the nle sure of seein~ you in Chi~a~o. I em . 
with oordi 1 ,ca-eetiniR:" 



Dear Abba:-

RABBI SOLOMON LANDMAN 

June fourteenth 
1935 

Since I have not heard from you in response 
to my letter of June 4th, I take it that the pressure 
of your work has made it impossible for you to favor 
me with a copy o.iyour paper, for which I asked you in 
my note. Howeve~, if conditions permit you to do so, 
I would appreciate it if you would send me your paper 
at the earliest possible moment. 

I am leaving New York on Monday and will be 
at the Congress Hotel in Chicago on Thursday, June 
20th. I should be grateful if you would send your 
paper to me in time to reach me there by that date. 

I beg your co )peration, particularly since 
I will have but three or four days in which to do a 
iece of work which normally would require several 

weeks. And especially in view of the fact that this 
Conference may go down as an epoch-making one, just 
as did the Pittsburgh Conference, it should receive 
nation-wide publicity of the finest character. 

Thanking you for your help, and looking for
ward to seeing you in Chicago, I am 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 

Cord,71,ly 

Pubifc~ty 

E. 105th Street and Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

ours, 

Chairman 
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