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CENTRA1__ CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

Honorary Presidents: OAVIO PHILIPSON, Cincinnati, Ohio; SAMUEL SCHULMAN, New York; JOSEPH STOLZ, Chicago, Ill. 

OFFICERS 1934-315 

SAMUEL H. GOLOENSON, President 
New York City 

FELIX A. LEVY, Vice-President 
Chicago, Ill. 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Recording Secretary 
Macon, Georgia 

SAMUEL M. GUP, Corresponding Secretary 
Columbus, Ohio 

Dear Colleague: 

Committee on International Peace 
Max C. Currick, Chairman 

Erie, Pennsglvania 

August 2, 1955 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, 0. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ISRAEL HARBURG, Lynn, Mass. 
SAMUEL HIRSHBERG, Milwaukee, Wis. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, Miss. 
o\LVIN S. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, o. 
MORRIS NEWFIELD, Birmingham. Ala. 
MARIUS RANSON, East Orange, N. J. 
AARON L. WEINSTEIN, Jamaica, L. I., N. Y. 
STEPHEN S. WISE, New York City 

You will find enclosed the statement of policy on 
tlrn Italo-Ethiopian situation adopted by the National Peace Con­
ference, July 17, 1955. It contains suggestions for immediate 
action which we hope you will give careful con~ideration. The 
reuson for sending you this materlal DO'-' is t.hat immediate and 
wide spread concerted action m2y poseibly help to obtain during 
the present session of Congress legislation making for a revision 
of our neutrality laws. You will reca,11 that the Chicago Confer­
ence approved pending legislation to revise the policy of main­
taining certain neutrality rights. Should you desire to sttdy 
the bills themselves your congressman will send you copies on 
rcqu~st. 

For the long range peace movement we ure enclosing 
alco a st~tement of principles essenti~l to the mnintenfncc of 
peace c.s adopted by the Nationol Peace Conference. They ngree in 
the main with what our own Conference h.'ls adopted in the r,a,t 
and should furnish you with suggestions for your own local activity. 

The Committee t~kes this opportunity of thanking the 
members of the Centr~l Confer,;nce of Jl.merice.n Rabbis for their fine 
co-operntion in the prist and hope thr.t they \7ill support n.s well 
t~e new connni ttce r:hich v'lill be appointed in the Fall. 

Sincerely yours, 

COMMITTEE ON INTERNA'TION/»L PEACE 

Ji,~~ c-v, ,~M~ 
Chr.irman. ,. 



Statement of Policy on Ittlian--E:thiori::: ·.~. ~; ..:_tuc. tion 
Adopted by National Peace Ccm:6r~r c~ at it :.. Tl'l- .!et1.n'5 in Ne1;; Y.:,rk, 

J u ,. :t :t 7 , ~ 9 0 5 , 
and :. .. ecommondnd to its fl.e:nber 0:·f~c..:1izationE. 

t• ••••••••••••• 

The conflict bct1110en 1 t:ily aml Et.hioJ!a threatens to load to v1tr. 
\ On~o the spark has be8n lig:1.t.ed, the flames o: Vii·ar may spread &nd becorr1c 

un~ontrollable. Ii' they c1o, tne p0ll t.ic!il l1.r .. u ec0noT'!iC reprjr~ussioY.is ?:i l J. 
affect the whole world. T~ere ,;:iJ.l be no s-:.orr1~ c0llc.r from tb j s ,'lH~': c. 
ecoriomic consequenc.es to v- hic:h tho p -?.uple in ~.:i. J.V :i.atd cGn ~etr Pat u~·,d 00. 
~E-.le. Even thon~h .t:m•-c~ ~t ... ·.3 l.r-:._ ·r~ ~ "V J 1 Ji.lD ta n !..; t1.tr·c ·,_ ,:; j t, will h8.i.r,::; t l'1 i • •c1:.: • 
r., heavy sha.ro of t.hc con·~ o-: d~st:.'u~ti0:1. 

This conflict di.d not develop overnight. '!'he forces which hav~ 
brought to a head the dispute: bvt '.1?ccn Itr.ly and Etbiopa ar0 simila!' to 
th~ forces wbich brour:ht on th1; cor~tlict betwot;;n Japun t:.nd China j n 1931. 
The failure of tho gr0r.t po·:mrs t~'=m to pr')vent resort to .armed force in 
the Fa.r &tst has h;~d its :i..111.-.v::. t.nble con:~equences: an nlE .. rming incro&se 
in armo.ments on th~ part of oll the grcdt pov,ars; resurgence of nationnl­
ism and militarism untl the revival of imperialist policies; and the bring­
ing of the world again to the brink of war. 

If war is to be averted, this trend must be reversed. We wel­
como Secretary Hull's timely statoment for the Roosevelt Administration 
th3.t "the P'lct of Paris ii no loss binding now th~.n when it m1s enterer1 
into by the sixty-three natiC'lne thnt r:rc pertics to it." Worldwide con­
fidence that our State Department i7ill base its policy squarely upon the 
principles outlawing w&r contained in this Pact nill greatly facilitate 
a peaceful solution of this disputo. 

Therefore we uree continuo.tlon of the efforts of our government 
to mobilize support in favor of tho Kellogg-Briand P~ct and to indicate 
that the United States vrould consult ,;ith the League of Nations and Pe.ct 
of Paris signatories to assist in finding a peaceful ~nd just solution 
of the difficulties, ~ith the clear understanding that the United ·stntes 
assumes no obligations which might involve the use of 2.rmed force to main­
tain poaco. 

We urge at t.he same time upon the President and Congress ir.m1ed­
iate passage of le~islation to revise our practice of clriming neutral 
rights for the sake of the profits to be reaped from v."ar o.nc. pro hi bit nll 
shipments of ,var ~11pplie~ or gr~.ntin6 of loans to belligerents by our 
government or our citizene. 

We appeal to the country, to business, fRm, labor, church, 
romon's groups ~nd all other organizations to m~ko knoun to the govern­
nent their readiness to support the fore~oing proqr&m. We trust clso 
\.hrit the present crisis \'lill de-velop pronpt and effective :i nt,orn.-.,tlnnnl 
cooperntion bet,roen al) orgc.nizl\tion.q dARiring pe:-.i oo. 



SOCIAL JUSTICE MESSAGE 

Ti lui 5G0G - September 19Sf 

Judaism 
and 

Social Security 

Is ued By 

'l'he Commi ion on Social Ju tice 
of the 

Central Conference of American Rabbis 



Judaism 
and 

Social Security 

During this Holyday season our thoughts turn to the Message of 
Social Ju tice preached by the Prophets of Israel. In the stirring 
pas age read on the morning of the Day of Atonement, Isaiah, one of 

the world' greatest teachers, urges us to remember that religion 
means to fe d the hungry, to clothe the naked, to bring the homeles 
into our own house, to break the bonds of wickednes and to let the 
oppres ed go free. 

At the present time we are witnes ing some improvement in our 

country: but in ecurity continues as a curce of distre s and confu-
ion in the economic life of America. The most reliable estimates tell 

us that in spite of six years of study and effort between 4,000,000 and 
5,000,000 familie are utterly dependent upon public aid, local, Staie 

and Federal; that 12,000,000 men and women are out of work whole 
time; that nearly 25,000,000 people are living near or below the line 
of destitution. Discouragement and de pair is spreading rapidly 
among· the hosts of the unemployed and t he under-paid. The injustice 

of these intolerable conditions lies in the fac t that men and women 
and little children are suffering hunger and want in the midst of un­
paralleled urplus and our power to produce what they need almost 

without limit. 

No end can come to all this misery in our economic life and no 
permanent security can come to our country except through a funda­
mental reconstruction of our economic organization. The first great 
step in the establi hment of social security ha j ~t been taken in the 

development of the program adopted by Congr . and signed by the 

President of ,the United States. The Federal Government now recog­
nizes its responsibility to the citizens who suffer the hazards of life 
and who are unable to protect themselves against the incidence of ill­
ness, accident, old age, and unemployment. We thus acknowledge 
that the workers who form the real foundation of society are the vic­
tims of a social system and that the first duty of Government is to 
protect them in time of need and unmerited hardship. 



The next step in social ecurit mu ·t be a program that wi1l nd 
the evil of unemployment and that will in. ur to every workman and 
family an adequate annual income. \V mu t limit the w rking pop­
ulation of Am rica by x luding childr n und r . ixt en at on nd and 
the aged over si>..1:y-five at the other. W mu t r du e the hour of 
labor to meet the ch Heng of inv nti n and the in r a ·ing productiv 
power of th economic ma hin . W mu t guarant e a minimum wag 
to the w01·king cla e that will m, kc it po :ible for ev ry man and 
woman and hild to enjoy a d cent and normal lif . It i now clear 
that 1.he e onomic collap was not due o ov rproducti n but to un-
der consumption. Ma production in mod rn requires ma: 
con umption; ma con umption of mat rial rcquir s ma. s pur ha in,. 
pow r. Thi purcha ing p w r can com to th m . of p opl , it i 

If-evident, only through t ady work and ad quat wage . 

The third tep that w mu t tak in order t stabli ·h s curity 
the so ialization of our ba ic o ial enterp1 i cs. According to an 

ancient J wi h law the well of wat r may no b own d by an individu­
al but mu t be owned and ontrolled by the ·ommunity. Th principl 
contained in thi law i lear and o ·iall mo t . i nificant. It m an 
that all nt rpr: e that ar essential o o ·ial lif mu t be own d and 
ontrolled not by individual and iamilie but by so i ty it If. Th 
,.reat source of en r ,.Y upon which our onomic li dep nd mu t 

not be left in the hands of private roups that xploit them for pri­
ate profit; but must be brought under ocial own rship and control 

and developed in th interest of our common wel are and o ial 
progre s. 

ociety, as we under tand it, i not tatic. hangc . in ocial 
struoture and organization must come with wider ocial xperi nc , 
xpanding ocial on •ept and d p nin r en e of social ju ti e. 

We believe, how ver, that ocial ch ng mu t b a hiev d through 
orderly and d mocratic pro edure. We firmly di avow the mploy­
mcnt of fore and iolenc in making the pa age from the old ocial 
system to the new social order that we are confid nt must be built. 
Force and violence once admitted as a method of social change cannot 
be limited to one ar a in life and is wrong in all field of ocial action. 
America must not allow the fear of Communism to drive us into 
Fascism; nor the f ar of Fa ism to drive us into Communi tic method 



of social change. The development of Democracy we believe means 

the application of democratic procedures to the solution of economic 

problems and conflicts as well as to the settlement of National and 

International disputes. 

The conflict today is not between re igion and science; but be­

tween the social ideals of religion and the evils of the social order. 

In this confilct the Synagogue must take its stand. It must take its 

stand with Amaziah the High Priest, or with Amos the Prophet. lf 

we take our stand wi-th Amaziah we shall go the way of every PriQst-­

hood that has supported a social order of inequity and injustices. We 

shall go down to defeat with the very order we attempt to defend. If we 

take our stand with Amos we shall suffe~ hardship and sacrifice but 

we shall at least prove that the blood of the Prophets still runs in our 

veins and that Israel is committed by virtue of its history and destiny 

alike to the Kingdom of Righteousness as truly as we are committed 

to the belief in the one God. This is the supreme task of the Syna­

gogue today: not to be the Priest and protector of a world filled with 

weakness, wickedness and woe, but to be the Prophet and the pro-

. tagonist of a new order that is fair and ,strong and just. 
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CENTRAL CQNFERENCE 6F AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICERS 183!5·39 

F'ELIX A. LEVY, President 
Chicago, 111. 

MAX c. CURRICK, Vice-President 
Erie, Pa. 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l ■AAC E. MARCUSON, Recording Secretu:, 
Macon, Georgia 

SAMUEL M. GuP, Corresponding Secretary 
Columbus, Ohio 

Dear Colleague: 

Office of Recording Secretarg 

204 Buford Place 

Macon, Ga. 

September 3, 1935 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, o. 
HARRY w. ETTELSON, M mphis, Tenn. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, PL 
ISRML HARBURG, Lynn, Maas. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, Miss. 
ALVIN s. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JOSEPH RAUCH, Louisville, Ky. 
AARON L. WEINSTEIN, Jamaiaa, L. I., N. Y. 
JONAH B. WISE, New York City 
STEPHEN S. WISE, New York City 

At the recent convention of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis it was decided to send the enclosed letters to the 
presidents of congregations belonging to the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations and congregations whose rabbis are members 
of the Conference, provided the rabbi does not object. 

You are therefore asked to immediately notify the Sec­
retary if you object to such a letter being sent to your president. 
If no reply is received, it will be understood to mean that the 
sending of the letter to your president is satisfactory to you. 

Please fill out enclosed addressed card and return it at 
once. It is essential so that the directory of the members may be 
correct. 

Cordially yours, 

Recording Secretary. 



CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICERS I 835-38 

FELIX A. LEVY, Pre ident 
Chicago, Ill. 

MAX C. CURRICK, Vice-Pre. ident 
Erie, Pa. 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, I{ cording Secretary 
Macon, Geor51:ia 

SAMUEL M. GuP', Corresp0nding Secretary 
Columbus, Obio 

Office of Recording Secretary 

204 Buford Place 

Macon, Go. 

Sept. 10, 1935 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PHIL IP s. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER , leve)and, 0. 
HARRY w. ETTELBON, Memphi!<, Tenn. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRll!IER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
IBR-"EL HARl!IURG, Lynn, Mass. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, Miss. 
ALVIN s. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JOSEPH RAUCH , Louisville, Ky. 
AARON L. WEINSTEIN, Jamaica, L. I .. N . Y. 
JONAH e. w1sE , N w York City 
STEPHEN s. WISE, New York City 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Friend: 

I am sending you under separate cover 
galleys of 7our paper Which I woold thank you to 
correct am return to me promptly ao that I can have 
reprint• made at once. Please watch the Hebrew care­
tull7 as we were unable to maJCe out aome ot them. 
One passage waa miaaing entirel7 aa we could not read 
it. Please note all queries(?) as they were questions 
raised by the printer. 

Hoping you had a pleasant trip to Europe 
and with best Wishea tor a happy New Year, I remain 

Cordially yours, 

~ , ~~ 
fa~ac E. llarcuaon, SecretarJ' 

IEM:b ?; 
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Sep\embe , 12, 1935 

Babbi Ia c I. t · rcuaon, Secrete.%7, 
Central Con!~rence of Am r ican Ra.obis, 
206 Buford Place, 

co • Ga. 

d ar Rab 1 rcuaon: 

e received, this morning, the ,alle71 ot 
the paper which Rabbi Silver red at \he Conference 
thi1 y ar. Ra.ob i S11 ver baa not yet, returned from 
Europe. e are expecting nim 1D Cleveland about 
the mi ·ille of next w elc. I sl¥1,ll be pl e· sed to refer 
\ne g· l eya to nim for correction when b returns. 

V ry sincer ely y our, 

BJK . ecr t y to Ra oi Silver. 



CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICERS 1935-38 

FELIX A. LEVY1 President 
Chicago, Ill. 

MAX C. CURRICK, Vic(-PrEsident 
Erie, Pa. 

HARRY &. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, R cording Secretary 
Macon, Georp:ia 

SAMUEL M. GUP'1 Corresponding Sttretary 
Columbus, Ohio Office of Recording Secretar-9 

204 Buford Place 

Macon, Ga. 

Sept. 13, 1935 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Colleague: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PHILIP' S. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cle,•eland, o. 
HARRY w. ETTELSON, Memphis, Tenn. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
!SRA.EL HARBURG, Lynn, Ma81!. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, Miss. 
ALVIN S. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JOSEPH RAUCH, Louisville, Ky. 
AARON L. WEINSTEIN, Jamaica, L. J., N. Y. 
JONAH a. WISE, New York City 
STEPHEN S. WISE, New York City 

I am sending you herewith the full discussion 
which will follow your paper in the Yearbook. The 
reason I am doing this is that I cut down your reply 
because much of the discussion to which you replied haa 
been cut out and many or your remark• would be meaning­
less. All these condensed statements have been re­
ferred to the authors and have received their o.K. 
Should you care to write a new rejoinder or enlarge on 
what I included, you can feel tree to do so basing your 
reply, however, on the statements which will appear in 
the Yearbook. 

Hoping that you had a pleasant summer and wishing 
you a very happy New Year, I remain 

Isaac E. Marcuson, Secretary 
IEM:b flo 



HONORARY VICE PRESIDENTS THE CONSUMERS' LEAGUE OF OHIO EXECUTIVE BOARD 
DB. ROBERT H. BISITOP, JR. 

TTEN1\Y E. BOURNE 

341 ENGINEERS' BUILDING 

CLEVELAND 

ORA('E DEBOER 
J.OUIS S. BING, JR. 
nE\'. 1'1111,lr SMEAD BIRD 
l\lAROAilET BOURNE MRS. F. H. GOFF MAIN 3025 

DANIEL E. MORGAN 
MRS. 1''. D. BUFFUM 
MRS. IIENBY M. BUSC''H 

EMMA M. PERKINS 
OFFICERS 

MARVIN C. IlABBISON 

Ams. HENRY WHITE A <NON 

BELLE SHERWIN JOSEPH E. CASSIDY 
MRS. PAUL CilOPARD 

RABBI A. H. SILVER PRESIDENT GRACE COYLE 

RT. BEV. MONSOB. JOSEPH BMTTTI 

Rabbi A. H. Silver , 
The Temple, 

MARIE B. WINO 
FmST VICE PRESIDENT 

WILLIAM M. LEISERSON 
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 

S. BURNS WESTON 
SECRETARY 

JIEJ.EN PHELAN 
'l'RBASUBER 

E.T.JZABETTI S. MAGEE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

September 16, 1935 

Ansel Rd . & E. 105th St., 
Cleveland , Ohio . 

Dear Rabbi Silver : 

,lOSEl'II CROWLEY 
JUANITA DOWAIAN 
Al,lCE P. GANNETT 
A. SCOTT HAMILTON 
MAX S. IlAYF.S 
JU DOE URADT&Y HULL 
MARGARET JOHNSON 
DR. RA TI10Nn J•. KEESECKER 
SAMUEf, LEVINE 
JIIRB. ALEXANDER TI. :MARTIN 
,TA COH C. MEYER 
MRS. DANIEL E. MORGAN 
REV. l\J. L. MORIARTY 
l\JRS. CHARLES PA'I<::H, JR . 
.TULIA RAYMOND 
,TAMES J . BOBBINS 
]~DNA STUDEBAKER 
MRS. HOWARD S. TTTAYER 
MR . S. JI . WEST 
J.T.OYD WTIITE 

MRS. E. D. WILLIAlrlS 

FREDERICK 0 . DETWEfT,F,R, ORAN\'TT,T,'E 
l"RMA Y01C1T ATHENS 

We a.re arranging a meeting of the Ohio Unemployment 
Insur ance Executive 0orruni ttee together with former meri.bers of the 
Governor I s Comuission to meet in Colunbus at the end of this week . Je 
ure hoping very much that this will be a convenient time for you . The 
meeting is to be in two sessions: Friday night, at 7 o'clock; and 

a.turdP.y morning at 9:30 - both meetings at the 'Jei l House . 

Since unemployment insurance wil l undoubtedly be 
oonsidered at the special session to be called in r-Jove 1ber , , e t'l-\o 1ght 
it was wise to et the pro onents together as soon as po ssible to agree 
on a program. Since the pass._ ge of the Social Security 1 ct our bill 
,·rill need to be chanE?;ed at a great many points. 

The reason f or our choosing these particular dates is 
that both Dr. Rubinow and l. r. Harrison find it impossible to get away 
except at the end of the week . Dr . Rubino ,rrote me that he felt sure 
you could not attend a me ~tin on the 28th because of the beginning of 
your holidays. 

Security 
sections. 

I am attaching to this letter a copy of the Social 
ct and an analysis hich I have prepared of some of its 

ith kindest re ~ards and hoping to see you soon, I am 

Sincerely yours , 

s.110.~e~ 
ecretary. 



f I 
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s pteaber 23, 19~ 

Babbi Ia<J&C w. cuaon, 
Central Coateren • of 
204 Buford Place, 
llacon, Ga. 

d r i rcuaona 

Seer try, 
r1c la 1,, 

r c 1v•d tr ecri \ of the di•c~ ioa 
which foll d t l re d1 of rq p p r t, the Cont r nee 

1 • r. I ed \o no t.l \ 1 r duced rq 
r•J oinder t,o an • J"na:nen\ ti n coY r \ p • \ t.• 
liA••• I would r q_u ,st t.ba\ you nd . e the rejoinder which 
I c\UallJ made and I wlll reTiae 1\ a. _ pi w11h \M 
diacu. aion which will a • in th , r Bo • 

1'th b t withe• for • PY n • Y a.r, 
Ir . in 

Yr sine ly yau.r • 



CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICERS l93S-36 

FEL IX A. LEVY, Pr 11ident 
Ch ica o, 111. 

1AX c . CURRICK, Vic -Pr , id< n t 
Erie, Pa. 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Tr a. ur r 
St. Paul, Minn, 

l&AAC E. MARCUSON, R<cording Secretary 
Macon, Georgia 

SAMUCL M. GuP, Correspondini' Secretary 
Columbus, Ohio 

Office of Recording SecretarH 
204 Buford Place 

Macon, Ga. 

Sept. 24, 1935. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN , Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, 0. 
HARRY W. ETTELSON, Memphis, Tenn. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
l9RA.EL HARBURG, Lynn, Mass. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jack. on, Miss. 
ALVIN S. LucHs, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JOSEPH RAUCH, Loui ville, Ky. 
AARON L. WEINSTEIN, Jamaica, L. I., N. Y. 
JONAH B. WISE, New York City 
STEPHEN S. WISE, Ne York City 

We sent you sometime ago the galleys of your 
paper which is to appear in the Yearbook. You have 
failed to return these to me corrected. Most of the 
reprints have already appeared and you are delaying 
the work of the Yearbook. Won't you give this your 
1nmed.1ate attention and return them to me at once? 

Co.rd1ally yours, 

~~E. Marcuson, Secretary 
IEM:b fa; 



CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICERS 1935-36 

FELIX A. LEVY, Pre!'ident 
Chicago, Ill. 

MAX c. CURRICK, Vice-Pre~ident 
Erie, Pa. 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Recording Secretary 
Macon, Geori?ia 

SAMUEL M. GuP', Corresponding Secretary 
Columb11s, Ohio 

Office of Recording Secretaru 

204 Buford Place 

Macon, Ga. 

Sept. 25 1 1935. 

EXECUTIVE IIOARD 

PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, 0. 
HARRY w. ETTELSON, Memphis, Tenn. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ISR ... EL HARBURG, Lynn, Mass. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, Miss. 
"LVIN s. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JOSEPH RAUCH, Louisville, Ky. 
AARON L. WEINSTEIN, Jamaica, L. I., N. Y. 
JONAH B. WISE, New York City 
STEPHEN &. WISE, New York City 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Colleague: 

I am sending you herewith the stenographer's 
transcript of your rejoinder. As you will see either she got 
very little of it or it was not as long as you thought. The 
last page is a quotation from your own paper. Since the reader 
will have this before him, I did not think it necessary to re­
print it. We are in the dilemna this year of having six hundred 
pages of discussion which has to be boiled down to very few pages 
unless the Yearbook is to come out in a couple of volumns. 
Schulman's paper alone will cover well over 150 pages and my 

instructions are to keep the Yearbook down to 400 pages. The 
only way to do it is to condense discussion. Please keep your 
rejoinder within bounds as you were kind enough to do at 2:15 
that morning. 

By the way, let me have your corrected galleys as 
early as possible. Most or the papers have already been re­
printed and I would like to get yours aut at once. Watch the 
Hebrew carefully. In your manuscript some was printed and some 
written and Morgenstern and I did the best we could in trying to 
read it. Where you had references we looked thern up -- that was 
easy but in some places we could not guess what your quotation 
was. 

With cordial personal greetings and best wishes for 
a happy New Year. 

Sincerely yours, 

;k7, »~~ 
Isaac E. Marcuson, Secretary. 

IEM:b 
~ 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICERS 1935-36 

FELIX A. LEVY, President 
Chicago, Ill. 

MAX C. CURRICK, VicE-Presirlent 
Erie, Pa. 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Recording Secretary 
Macon, Georgia 

SAMUEL M. GuP, Corresponding Secretary 
Columbus, Ohio 

Office of Recording Secretar!J 

204 Buford Place 

Macon, Ga. 

Oct. . , 1935. 

Rabbi Abba H llel Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Friend: 

EXECUTIVE 80Af1D 

PHILIP' s. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, 0. 
HARRY w. ETTELSON, Memphis, Tenn. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ISRAEL HARBURG, Lynn, Mass. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, :Miss. 
ALVIN S. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JOSEPH RAUCH, Louisville, Ky. 
AARON L. WEINSTEIN, Jamaica, L. J., N. Y. 
JONAH B. WISE, New York City 
STEPHEN S. WISE, New York City 

I am sending you under se-pat-a·te cover the pae,e 
roofs of your paper with suggested cover. '.I 11 you k ndly 

check over it and see that it is O.K.7 Ple~se wa ch Hebre~ 
n articular as I haven t ou. original paper to refer to. 

Kindly let me have these back as qu ckl as possib e so that 
I can get out the reprints. 

Cordi 1 yours, 

Marcusen, Secretary 
IEM:b 
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Leo M. Franklin, Dcrroit 
Chairman 

Hanv W . Ettelaon, Mnnphu 
Vice-Chairman 

Milton M. Alexander, Detroit 

larael Bettan, Cincinnati 

Edward N. Callacb, Richmond 

Samuel H lrahbere, Milwaukee 

Louis I. Eeebon, Cincinnari 
Secrera ry 

Vnde,- the Joint Auspices of 

THE UNION OP AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
AND THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OP AMERICAN RABBIS 

MERCHANTS BUILDING 

Cincinnati 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver, 
10311 Lake Shore Blvd. , 
Cleveland, Oho. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

October 11, 1935. 

Committee Chairmen 

Edirorial 
H arr., W . Ette lson 

DiJrribwr ion 
Mil ton M. Alexander 

Sabba th Sermon Pamphlet 
I rael Beu an 

H oliday Sermon Pamphlet 
Samuel Hirahberg 

Holiday Press N orices 
Edward N . Calisch 

A few years ago you were kind enough to consent 
to prepare a tract for us on the subject of Israel's 
Messianic Ideal . That I did not urge you ere this to 
complete the essay for us is due to the fact that our 
financial condition was very precarious and we were 
obliged to reduce our program of tract publications to 
one a year . ve had a number of manuscripts on hand and 
we published those that we had . 

Now that conditions seem to be improvinB we are 
hopeful that it will not be very long before we will be 
able to resume our previous schedule of issuing four 
tracts a year . ve would very much like to have your 
manuscript within the next five or six months . 

I would appreciate very much receiving your 
affirmative reply . 

With cordial regards and very best wishes to 
you and yours for the new year, I am 

LE: Rl 1 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICERS 1935-38 

FELIX A. LEVY, President 
Chicago, Ill. 

MAX C. CURRICK, Vice-Pre11ident 
Erie, Pa. 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Recording Secretary 
Macon, Georp:ia 

SAMUEL M. GuP, Corresponding Secretary 
Columbus, Ohio 

Office of Recording Secretoru 

204 Buford Place 

Macon, Ga. 

Oct • 17 , 19 35 • 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PHILIP S. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, 0. 
HARRY W. ETTELSON, Memphis, Tenn. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ISRAEL HARBURG, Lynn, Mass. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, Miss. 
ALVIN 5. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JOSEPH RAUCH, Louisville, Ky. 
AARON L. WEINSTEIN, Jamaica, L. I., N. Y. 
JONAH B . WISE , Ne:w York City 
STEPHEN S. WISE, New York City 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Colleague: 

I have your letter of the 15th in which you 
complain that on page 332 of the 1934 Yearbook, I have the 
Temple mentioned once as Tifereth Israel and again as the 
Temple. You are finding fault with the wrong person. One 
rabbi reported the name of the congregation as "The Temple" 
and the other as "Tifereth Israel". The rabbis of a congre­
gation ought to get together am agree on one name. We put 
down whatever the rabbi reports on his card and I do not feel 
that I have a right to choose between the name. In regard to 
the names of the rabbis, you misunderstand our classification. 
In all lafge cities the names of the rabbis are arranged 
alphabetically. Where they occupy a pulp±t, the name of the 
congregation is put opposite the name of the rabbi. Where 
they have no pulpit, there is a blank. We tried your plan 
of grouping them under the name of the congregation a few 
years ago and received many protests. Each rabbi felt that 
his name should be first and he objected to the name of his 
associate being put above his. We then tried putting the 
names of the rabbis alphabetically under the name of the 
temple -- again there were objections. We then decided to 
list the names alphabetically and put the name of the congre­
gation next to each man. 

I hope this will make clear our method of list­
ing. There is nothing next to the name of Jacob Klein and Leo 
Reich, hence it means that they live 1n Cleveland but have no 
pulpit. 

IEM:b 

With cordial personal greetings, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

c~2.-r~ 
Isaac E. Marcuson, Secretary. 

Pc>-



CE T AL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE.RS 1935-38 

FELIX A. LEVY, President 
Chic:w;o, Ill. 

MAX c . CURRICK, Vier-Pr ,ident 
Erie, Pa. 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Trea~ur r 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, R«:cording Secretary 
Macon, Gcorp:ia 

SAMUEL M. GuP, Correspondin~ Secretary 
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• • 

• H. Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

• 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PHILIP' s. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Je,•eland, 0. 
HARRY w. ETTELSON, l\fomphi .. Tenn. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ISRAEL HARBURG, Lynn, Mass. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, l\lL s. 
ALVIN s. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JOSEPH RAUCH, Loui:wille, Ky. 
AARON L. WEl~~STEIN, Jamaica, L. I., N. Y. 
JoNAI-I B. WISE, Ntw York City 
STEPHEN S. WISE, Tew York City 



October 30, 1935 

Babl>1 Ieaao :s. ! auaon, Secret -r:,, 
Central Oonf renoe of .Americ~ Rabb ' a, 
204 Bu! ord Pl ace• 
Macon, Ga. 

lq d al' Babbi ;UU"CU8011S 

!n reply to 1our communication of Oc\ober 28, 
I a:nall be plel;lsed. to eene on the Cor.mieeion on Re•al­
uation ot Juda1em t o which I have been named. 

Very cordi 11¥ 1our•, 

AHSsllX 
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~LVIN S. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N . Y. 
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Leo M. franklin, De"oic 
Chainnon 

Harrv W. Ettel.on, Memphi, 
V ice-Chainnon 

Milton M. AleHnder, De"oit 
larael Bettan, Cinclnnari 
Edward N. Call,ch, Richmond 
Samuel Hir1hber1, Milwaukee 

Louie I . 1!1el1on, Cincinnari 
Seaetar, 

Vndn the Joint Auspices of 
THE UNION OP AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
,\NO THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OP AMERICAN RABBIS 

MERCHANTS BUILDING 

Cincinnati 

December 5, 1935 . 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
10311 Lake ~hore Blvd., 
Cleveland, Oho . 

1y dear Dr . Silver : 

Committee Chairmen 
EdilOTial 

Harry W. Ettelaon 
Dilrriburion 

Milton M. Aluander 
Sabbath Sennon Pamphlet 

larael Betran 
Hollda, Sennon Pamphlet 

Samuel Hlnhber1 
Holida, Preas Notices 

Edward N. Callach 

Some time ago I wrote you with reference to the manuscript that we hoped to receive from you on IsI·ael I s Messianic Ideal for ottr Tract Comrniss on . 

I hope you have not smissed it from ;your mind . It is true that there re other more burnin
0 quest · ons facing the world today . 'l'hat we are mind­ful of them is evident from the fact that we are 

tryin to have some of these subjects treated in 
tract form . But we do not wish to overlook the fact that our tracts are intended primarily for the non- Jew, to give him a proper conception of the Jew and Judaisr" . Though they are to be written n popular style , never­tl1eless they 'nust be authoritative interpretations of the aspects of Judaism of wh ch they treat . 

On the attached sheet I am list nc; number of manuscripts that we hope to receive shortly . 1 ay I not place your name and your subject on that 1 .st so that we may awa t your manuscript in the near future ? 

LE : R! 

With kindest regards and best rlshes , I am 

Cord ally -ours , 

Secretary 



TRACTS FOR WHI CH IvLANUSChI PTS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED 

1. Philosophy of Jewish Life 
Dr. Samuel Schulman 

2. Judaism and Religious Tolerance 
Dr. David Lefkowitz 

3. Judaism and Ethicul Cults 
Dr. Harry w. Ettelson 

4. Judaism and Mental Healing 
Rabbi Louis '1'l i tt 

5. Post-Biblical Judaism 
IV. Its Conception of Israel's 
Place in the ~orld 

Dr. Israel Bettan 

6. What Is The Talmud? 
Rabbi Max Reichler 

7. What Is Reform Judaism? 
Dr. Solomon B. Freehof 

8. Jewish Mystics 
Dr. A. B. Rhine 

Tracts that we are to publish i n cooperation with 
Conference Committee on Religious il/ork at Universities 

1. Judaism and Science 
Dr. James G. Heller 

2. The God Idea in Judaism 
Rabbi Samuels. Cohen 

3. Social Justice 
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liiaroh 21, 1936 

LETTER EXPLAI ING THE METHOD OF DR.AWING UP THE STATEME :IT 

Dear Collee.gue: 

You will agree that the ta~k assigned te me is most difficult. I have tried 
to perform it to the best of rrt'J ability. My aim has been to obtnin a unanimous 
report. It would be highly undesirable to bring to the conference majority and 
minority reports. 

As y~u can see from the minutes of the lo.st committee meeting I have utilized 
evecy idea that has been suggested as a possible subjeet for a division in the 
Statement. This has made the Statement longer than we calculated a1 oento.ining 
some two thousand words. If we are to cover all that was suggested our Statement 
must be longer than one of two thou~and words. I do recognize that even so the 
Statement as I have drafted it oan be shortened but after much reflection I have 
oonoluded to give my whole thought which is partly argumentative and leave to the 
members of the committee the recommendation of abbreviations. This reeormnendation 
can g~, of course, together with any contributions in the nature of omissions of 
divisions or suggestions of new thoughts by the members of the committee. I need 
not assure you that I welcome all suggestions and criticisms. 

As to the spirit f rrry Statement I wish to say that what I aimed at was the 
emphasis of the unity of Israel. The condition~ which conf'r•nt us are altogether 
differe~t from those which oonfronted the men who drew up the Pittsburgh Platform. 
I aimed at formulating the principles of Judaism rather than emphasizingaggressive~ 
ly the parti an view of reform Judais . R form Ju aism has as a matter of fact 
influon ed J wry in a.11 its seotione. Our history has been made. And in this 
St tement I d as I think suffioiontly make lear our liberal attitude toward 
tr~dition. You will observe t t 1 make positive statements and very rarely say 

e do not b ie . I think th only n a ive statement I make i~ with respect 
to too , lief in p rsonal e~siah. 

Please rea my Statement with sympathy and don't shout at the organist. 
Please send to me no later than April 10, to rrr;r fffioe at 3 East 65th Street, New 
Ywk City, your corrnnents. In commenting please note whether it is preamble or any 
of the divisions according to ntunber. Send a carbon of th letter of comment to 
Dr. Bernard Heller so that he can according to the eoision at the last meeting of 
the committee send copies to all the members of the committee so that ev cy member 
ef the oonnnittee will have before him n~t only my statemen but a copy of the 
eonnnents of all the other members of the committee. 

The next ~eetin of the cormnittee will be April 22. If I get your comments ir­
time it will be possible for me to make the new draft in time for the next meeting 
of the committee. 

With very best wishes. 
Cordially yours : 



D T 

STAT1%IENT OF PRnTc I PLES FOR T!ill GUIDANCE 
OF Ti!T,' •,~oD-,,:,·· J · .. , ! .. .l'n l. , 

b S. Schulma:1, Chairun.n Cornnittee 

__ .... __ .. _____ _. ...... 

PREAMBLE 

The time in which vre are lj ving is one of great confusion of t hought. Ther 
is in it a tremendous challenge to the spiritual tre.dition of the ethical mono­
theism of Judaisn, and of the teachings of the great daughter religion vrhi h sprang 
from it. There is a break-dovm of religious faith and thus an impairment of the 
source of moral bligation. There is a decline of the consciousness of human 
brotherhood. The historic product of the belief in the Divine Fatherhood. We see 
the resurgence of brutal racial fanaticism. Humanity, despite its magnificent 
scientific achievements and naterial progress, is threatened with the destruction 
of civilization by the spirit of' war, which is rampant as the outcome of its ag­
gressive nationalisms. There has been reaction against liberty and democracy, by 
the help of which many human beings have boon enabled to live with mutual respect 
and cooperation. Israel is the historic community which has borne vritness to the 
truths f God and His Law of Righteousness and to t he ultimate union of nations 
when they will pilgrim to the "Mountain of the Lord" and learn of His ways, and, 
therefore, not learn war anymore. Israel has especially been made to suffer be­
cause of the disintegration of religious faith i the 'fostern world and been.use of 
the insistence upon race instead of spirit as the criterion of human worth. In 
accordance with the tradition of Judaism, to become conscious of its vital prin­
ciples in times wh n they were questioned, it has been felt by the Centrnl Confer­
ence of American Rabbis as advisable that for the heartening of our ovm Jewish 
faith and f or t he ma.king clear of our position in the world and fr the strength­
ening of the unity of Israel, a. Proclamation be nade of what are the indestruc­
tible forces in Juda.ism and of what it holds of spiritual vo.lue for mankind, 

-----------------

I - To a world in which there is danger of man's self-deification, Judaism re­
affirms that the Supreme Reality for human life is not man, but God. ia.n is the 
child of God. ,1an' s glory and salvation ar to be obtainod by obedience of the 
Law of Righteousness, for the tro.nslation of which into the l i fe of the individual 
and of society., he is responsible to God. ;,fan's spiritual being is in tho image of 
God. With the acknowledgement of God as the Holy Law-Giver and loving Father, man 
rises in value and achieves culture and blessedness. Vith the denial of God, he 
loses the goal of his aspiration und the authority for his self-discipline. Juda­
ism recognizes that God ha.s witnesses in the lives of all peoples. The univer~P.l• 
it of the religious sentiment, despite the diversity of its expression in hisloi.•y, 
is the evidence of man's seeking God and God's revealing himself to man. Judaism 
claims that it presents the most exalted conception of God, as this is taught by 
our Holy Scriptures, in which is found the oriGinal revelation through the Prophet"', 
which was developed by Jewish teachers in accords.nee with the progressive thought 
and knowledge of tho a6es in v1hich they lived. "'" he evolution of man's lmowledge of 
God is growth and development from the seed sovm in the human spirit by the reveal­
ing God. Judaism teaches that God is the One Absolute Being, who made the universe, 
whose mind is reflecte in it and in the mcnt 1 life of man, and who is more than 
the universo and transcends it. God is very .. ear to man. As our Sages put it, 



"God is noar in every kind of ncarnews." He is tho Supr 1 e Personality in Power, 
in Wisdom. and in Goodness . He is i:i.d.nitely transcendent and more than nature and 
man by his Unity and Holiness . By l1i s attributes of justice and love , He manifest 
His Ways to man, and man is to i."i1itate ~he.,: . God I s love is the ethical root o. tl e 
conception of the brotherhood of wnanity, irrespect ive of racial descent. Justice 
is the ideal which is to regulate in righteousness and equity the relations of 
human beings am.tdst the variety of their talents, virtues and achievenent s . Goel is 
the only Reality and becomes for man the everlasting ideal, but vrhich no mortal can 
realize in perfection. 

II - God, according to Judaism., revealed himself to tho human race by His Law, 
which is the expression of His vrays. He gave a Torah - a Law, which tea.chc~, uides, 
and governs human lives. This law is obligatory upon humD.n beings . The knowledge 
of God, according to Jewish teachings, is obtained only through right living. Ye 
realize God in our moral experiences~ in our acceptance of His Law of justice and 
love, not merely as theory but as the practice of righteousness and loving kindness. 
There is no other way by which we can prove the reality of our faith in Him and the 
sincerity of our mystic communion with Him. Judo.ism makes the ethical life the 
content of the religious sentiment. There is perfect fusion according to Judaism, 
betvroen ethics and religion. The Torah as tho Moral Law, is the creative power 
which has given value to all ceremonial lavrs and institutions which, in tho history 
of Israel, have proven helpful as signs and symbols for Israel's education. Th 
Torah is the inspirin6 genius which has shaped the thought of the Jew, determined 
his aspiration and hope, his self-discipline nd his consciousness of consecration 
as a servant of God. It has produced his spiritual culture, as this is expressed in 
the literature, also culled Torah, which through the ages has been built up on the 
Torah of the Bible as its foundation. 

III - Juda.ism teaches that Israel has been chosen to bear witness to God and to 
His Torah. The essence of Israel as a people, and the purpose of its unique mar­
tyred experience in history, is its mission to procla.i:a to the world the truth, 
that God is One 1Nho will not give His glory to another, and to the further truth 
that righteous living is the only condition of salvut ion for all human beings, 
irrespective of their race or creed. Han is saved by obedience of lav. Even as 
Science has brought home to man the truth that la.vr is the r evelation of the Supreme 
Power through nature , so Judaism teaches thnt law is the revelation of God to the 
human spirit. Israel has gone through I!1B.ny cha.nf;es with respect to the condition 
of its life as an historic community. It began as a cluster of tribes. It i.vas 
consolidated into a political nation, and had its State in ancient times. With the 
growing mastery of the religious idea in it s life , it hospitably welcomed human 
beings of all races --- received them into the Jewish fai t h and into membe r ship in 
the household of Israel. It was dispersed all over the world. But in all its ex­
periences it remained true to tho consciousness that its noanin and destiny as a 
people was to be a Priest of God in the world. Religion is the dominant factor of 
Jewish consciousness and tho substance of Israel's peoplohood. As such, Israel can 
and ought to live all over the world and can be part of any nation. It is the 
Keneseth Yisrael .. the congregation of Israel - loyal to God . 

As is well lmown, the re are today two schools of thought ·with respect to the 
nature of Israel. One school, carrJing on the traditions of the Historic Reform 
movement in modern times , insists that Israel today is a religious community, and 
nothing else . The other school insists that Israel is a nation and not merely a 
religious community. This Conference at i ts convention in 1935, wisely declared 
that henceforth the conference assume an attitude of neutrality in this debate, 
leaving to the individual the decision as to whether he should think of Israel in 
nationalistic or in exclusively religious to:nns . This wise decision makes it 
possible for brethren to dwell together in unity and work together for the ideas 
of a liberal progressive Judaism. 
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This dwelling in unity will be fostered by the united vrork o all l. ews on be­
half of the settlement o::' a section of Israel in Palestine. Palestine is not only 
today the best opportunity for hu~drods of thousands of Tews to find a hone, but 
the contact ·with the old horaeland of Isra.el, saturated as it is yfith the memorio<• 
of the prophets, saints and heroes vrho created Judais!,t, gives promise of a rejuve­
nation of Israel's religious spirit. 

We reaffirn that t e mission of Israel re1.mins today what it always was - t o 
prove in its life 0.1 idst any circunstances, tho reality of God o.nd the bindin6ness 
of His Law of justice and love. An Israel without a consciousness of loyalty to 
God 's covenant made with it at Sinai, is simply unthinkable. By religion it has 
lived and survived all persecution. By religion alone, will it live in the future. 
Without r elig ion it ceases to be Israel. As our So.ges say, ''One God through 
Israel and one Israel through God." 

IV - Judaism teaches u great hope for mankind. It is the hope for the conplotc 
establisrm1ent of the Kingdo 11 of God in the "End of Days." Reform Judo.ism cloos not 
center the realization of this hope in any one person called the Hessiah . It ~'lrks 
back to the vision of those prophets of old ,vho did not speak of any particular 
person, but envisaged God hir:iself a.s bringing about His kingdom. The Kingdon of 
God, f r the coming of v1hich Israel prays every day, is tho manifestation of God ' s 
power of righteousnenG in a perfected hunan society, in a world in which iniquity 
will have been made dui:1b, wickedness will ho.ve passed a my like a cloud in which 
the just will rejoice and all human bein6s :-rill be united in the doing of God's 
will whole-heartedly. Tho world will be full of the knowledge of God as waters 
covering the sea. This Messianic hope, stripped of all temporary expressions of 
it, means the ideal of unlimited human moral and spiritual progress. God is in 
His world and in human souls now. Humanity's growinr; nc ceptance of Hin will assure 
the evolution of h1.unanity's righteousness. Isr~cl's function in history is to teach 
and to work for the realization of this ideal. In accordance with the belief of 
some great Jewish thinkers Judo.ism recognizes the providential mission of groat 
religions lil::e Christianity and Moho.rm: edanis~n, which sprang from it, but Israel 
feels in a spirit of faith and hope that its work is not completed. It is con .. 
scious of the unique value of its conception of God and of it s idea.ls for life. 

V - Tho genius of Judo..isn concerns itself more "lith conduct than with belief. It 
stresses the importance of the Halachah - the right ·way of living, and loaves to 
the individual tho free interpretation of fundamental religious truths,which inter­
pretation, in accorde.nce with Jewish traditional tcrininology, is called Haggada.h. 
The Divine revelation nims at life's sanctification. God is to be sanctified in 
tho deeds of a. pure and holy life of the individual and in the righteousness and 
justice of human society. Judaism's r:i.othod i ... a two-fold ono. It socks to train 
tho individual in daily self-discipline by the obs0rv nee of tho ccrononial law. 
Recogni zinr; the distinction betvrecn t~1e moral lawG and tho ceremonial lm'rn within 
our Tora, and seeing in tho former the cssonco ol' tho Divine rev lation and in tho 
latter, forms of t o religious life which a.re the product of the cul tur 1 nviron­
ment in Yrhich they arose, and , the re fore, 1: ay change according to different condi­
tions of life, vr0 nevortholoss emphasize that is is indispensable to Judaism tho..t 
hlUil.Un lives be oncoupassod with special laws, ob~orvances and custor.1.s tat bring 
vividly the presence of God into them. Our t • ,10 demand::; the re-education of Jewish 
souls and tho rebuilding of Jewish hor.10s by tho hallowing power of Jewish obs e rv­
ance and by the morally invigoratin.G influence of tho s::_Jirit of sacrifice •;hich 
must b e tho inevitable accompaniment of tho effort of a religious minority to 
naintain its individuality in the midst of. a non-Jewish environment. 

As to Society, Judaism in accordance v-rith tho spirit of our Prophets and of 
tho legislation of tho Ponto.touch, the Torah of the greatest of them, Moses, re­
asserts in our troubled times, tho duty of those who aro loyal to Juda.ism, to pro­
mote tho groat r.1ovemont for more social justice int ... c ,.rorld. Sympathy v·r.i.th tho 
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poor and the weak has always boon koon in the life of Israel. Th lovo of God cnn 
only bo proved by tho love of the followmnn. A live religion must bo in constant 
sympathy with the masses. Tho function of such a religion is to be tho unremit­
ting inspiration to more justice and equity in the relation of human beings. 
Judaism, as a religion, is not comrJitted to any particulnr political, economic or 
sooial theory. It is, as every great religion ought to be, a quickening influence 
on behalf of justice and humanity in the State from which the Church, according to 
our American tradition, must remain separate. 

VI• .Americn is a great opportunity for Israel. It is the first nation in history 
that has deliberately organized itself on the basis of human rights - not blood or 
racial descent, but the dignity of the human spirit is the cornerstone of the 
National life. America, by its genius and constitution,is the very opposite of 
any theory which makes a modern nation rest upon racial origin instead of the moral 
worth of the individual. America, therefore, is the prophetic symbol of the time 
when human beings will be united to form commonwealths, not on the basis of rnoe 
or creed, but rather on the basis of their oommon humanity. We believe that with 
liberty of the individual and justice in society and democracy ns a form of govern­
ment, the state becomes an effective instrument for the building of God's Kingdom 
on earth. Religion is the inspiration or the soul. The State is the realization 
or body. 

VII - Judaism addresses itself to the co1nmunity and to the individual. It con­
ceives the individual as integrated in the society of which he is part. It trains 
the individual to seek his salvation, not in isolation, but in as~ociation with 
his fellowmen. The message of Judaism to man is not to save his soul, but so to 
live as to build the kingdom of God in justice and love. Religion is conceived 
as a social power. The root of the social fruit is, however, alwn.ys the indivi­
dual. He is responsible as a free agent. He is judged and will be judged for his 
conduct by the Righteous Power, which in the soul of the individual and in the 
history of peoples is working out His providential purpose. The individual , child 
of God, created in His image, is destined to a future life beyond the grave, in 
which God's justice and mercy will be fully r.ianifested in him for his salvation 
and bliss. 

VIII - In these trying times we have, in order to strengthen Jewish unity, attempt­
ed to make clear the fund.ar.1ental teachings of Judaism in a manner that might be 
acceptable to all Jews. We, nevertheless, reassert the liberalisn and progressive 
spirit which have influenced the thought of Jewry in the Western world, as this is 
represented in our Conference. We assert that God revealed Himself to Israel and 
the world through our Scripture. The essence of the Revelation is the announce­
ment of the Reality of God's unity and holiness# and the Way of Life for man. The 
medium of the Revelation was the human raind and this was, naturally, the child of 
the Age in which it lived and of the culture which it had. There is, therefore, 
in the Bible, a Divine and also a human element- The Revelation was not intended 
to give scientific knowledgo of the universe, but to impart as is imparted to the 
mystic Prophetic experience, lmowledge of God. There cannot, therefore, be any 
conflict between the Bible as the organ of Divine Revelation and Scie~oe as the 
organizod knowledge of all phenomena.. God revonls Himself through the truth of 
scientific knowledge as well as through tho truth of the moral ' and spiritual ideas 
~f Scripture, or of any great soul of any ago. Science is not tho whele of truth~ 
because it can never be the truth of the whole of life. Science deals with mech,,­
anisms and processes and not with spirit and purpose, It emphasizes causal con• 
nections and law and remains silent in the presence of the mystery of the whole of 
existence and of the freedom of the human spirit and the values of life as grasped 
by that spirit. Religion, through faith, achieves an appreciation of the whole 
of life. It finds lifets meaning, its worth and its blessedness, through a union 
of man's spirit with tho Reality of God. The evil of our time is the deification 
of science, the pride of riian. We need a regeneration of humility and faith which 
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make man worship God. Man rose by looking up to a Greater than Mun. We welcome 
science and believe it our duty to follow it. lfan' s reason is an instrument for 
the attainment of one aspect of truth. But we do not ac}mowledge the self-suffi­
ciency of science. Not by reason, but by faith do the righteous live. Recog­
nizing the hunan element in the Bible, we distinguish in the Bible that which is 
permanent and that which is transient. We see in it much of what is obsolete 
science and out-grown knowledge. We see in it ferns of religious life which may 
be obsolete because not suitable for the conditions amidst which Israel lives to­
day. But we feel that Religion, being its own master and creating its ovm symbols, 
religious forms cannot alvro.ys be determined as to their value from the standpoint 
of reason or utility. There is an emotionn.l as well as rational element in hmnan 
life. The emotional is the driving power - the reason is the guiding light. 
What, therefore, has been proved by the experience of Israel in the ages as help­
ful to the religious life, we should cherish. We emphasize the liberty of the 
individual, but we equally emphasize the duty of his humility if he wishes to be 
loyal to Juda.ism, to avail himself of the help of ceremonial laws and symbols for 
the fructification of his life in purity and holiness. 

IX - For in.plementing of the Jewish religious life we have two great powers - the 
Synagogue and Prayer. The Synagogue is the great social 
power for the perpetuation of Israel. It is the sanctuary in which Israel meets 
it's God. It is the visible expression of the essence of Israel. Prayer is the 
power which unites the individual with God. It is, as a great American thinker 
puts it, "Religion in Action." It is the mental and spiritual attitude of man's 
communication with God. For him who cannot pray, God does not exist as an objec• 
tive Reality outside of man, and more than nan, the Power Who is not ourselves. 
He who can pray, renews in the only concrete vray possible., his acceptance of God. 
To use the phre.se of' our Sages, "When in Prayer we declare God's unity - we accept 
'the yoke of the Kingdor.i.. '" What our time needs is especially the revival of the 
habit of prayer. The doing of justice and the loving of mercy, which are the 
fruit of real religion, have their root in the humility and their flower in the 
gladness of -walking with God in Prayer. 

X - To strengthen Judaism in modern life, there must be a due proportion between 
liberty of the individual and respect for authority. In fact, that is the problem 
of the whole of modern life - to find a harmonious relation between the two. With­
out authority liberty becomes license and anarchy and is destructive of human 
society. Without liberty authority becomes tyranny and is destructive of life's 
supreme value, the freedom of the individual soul. Judaism, with its tradition of 
the Prophetic Spirit, has laid great stress upon the conscience of the individual 
from which all progress emanates. Every social reform was first an ideal and 
aspiration in nn individual soul. Our Conf'orencc, vrith its tradition of the right 
of the individual to his new interpretution of Judaism, has harked back to the 
dignity of the individual, to his right to freedom, as represented in the Prophets 
and He..ggadists. In the last analysis, authority can only be accepted as the urge 
and duty of the individual conscience. In Israel's Historic life, authority was 
based on the original revelation in Scripture, a.s this was interpreted by the 
Rabbis who were leaders by the right of intellect, learning, and character. The 
individual thus became an authority for other individuals. This authority was 
established by the willing acceptance by the people of Israel. The people, im­
bued with faith, respected the authority of their teachers. In our time, and 
especially as a natural result of the Reform. movement in Judaism, respect for 
authority has been in great measure, underrained, so that we find that many an in­
dividual does "What is good in his own eyes." The individual Rabbi, especially 
in our party, has accustomed himself to be his own authority. We would not enslave 
any one's mind. But without an excessive humility we ought honestly to be able to 
see that Prophets and original Revealers are never very common. They certainly are 
not numerous in modern Jewry. We, therefore, feel that it is important in our day 
to emphasize the truth - tha.t while the individual conscience is still the finn.1 
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authority, the conscience, if sincere, vdll seek information. It will not treat 
light~ the truths by which Isro..el lived in the past. It will not spurn for tho 
sake of self-indulgence, the reverence due tradition. It will seek the corrective 
of youth's nutural dogmatic self-assertion in tho opinion of the leader who has 
made his reputation for intellect, learning, and character. And it will, above 
all, not refuse in a spirit of rebellion to be guided by the deliberate pronounce­
ment of a Rabbinical Body which represents a large section of Israel and presumably 

reflects its faith, its wisdom and its will. The comrlunity, as led by its spirit­
ual leaders who interpret the heritage of Israel, is the authority for the indivi­
dual. Should a Prophet arise in our midst, his character will only be proved by 
the permanent fruits of his originality, which can only be made visible in gene­
rations after him. For the average individual, pure individualism is anarchy and, 
therefore, is in the deepest sense, anti-social and irreligious. Without liberty 
our religion ceases to grow and develop. Without authority, it disintegrates and 
dies out. In time of excessive authority, liberty must assert itself. In our 
time of excessive liberty, , some form of authority must be reestablished. 

XI. - We have formulated the above principles not in any spirit of dogmatism. 
We have not attempted to write a creed which the genius of Judaism does not favor 
and which in accordance with the tradition of our Conference would be unaccept­
able. Loving our sacred heritage of Judaism, seeking ways to perpetuate it in our 
critical times, anxious to emphasize the unity of the household of Israel we pre­
sent this Statement as a guidance for the life of the modern Jew. We face the 
world "Without fear. We envisage every threat to Israel without dismay. We trust 
in God Who abides while generations with their problems and persecutions pass 
away. We accept with reverence the Law of God as the source of salvation, of 
justice, love, and peace for the human race. We re-affirm with an indestructible 
optimism born of faH;h in a God who rules the world. Our hope in the triumph of 
His Kingdom and our belief that humanity is developing towards the goal of the 
Prophets. We assert that, in the words of Isaiah, no weapon forged against Israel 
will prosper, that as the Servant of God, Israel will persist, and that the word 
of God will not depart from Isrnel 1s seed forever. We are confident that in 
cooperation with the good men and women of all creeds and races we can do our 
share in making the world better and hastening the K:ingdor:i of God. We pray that 

the Kingdom may come speedily. 
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Dear Dr. Silver: 

!EXECUTIVE BOARD 
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PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, 0. 
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STE .. HEN s. WISE, New York Cicy 

The Commission on Social Justice of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis is compil­
ing a list of instandesin which members of the 
American Rabbinate have rendered the cause of 
social justice some service worthy of record. 
Will you assist by sending me a letter replying 
to such of the enclosed questions as you can 
answer in the affirmative? 

A reply which is to figure in the forth­
coming report of the Commission on Social Justice 
would have to reach me not later tha.n May 15th. 

AC:JA 

Fraternally, 

AbPaham Cronbach 

842 Lexington Ave. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
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JOINT AUSPICES 

THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

AND THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

Dr. Abba H. Silver, 
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E. 105th at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I have the honor to inform you that the 
Chairman of the Conrnission on Jewish Education 
has appointed you to serve on the following 
connnittees. 

Committees on Adult Education and 
Teacher Training. The full membership of the 
Committees is as follows: 

Dr. Henry Englander, Chairman, Leon 
Fram, Gerson B. Levi, Samuel H. Markowitz and 
Abba H. Silver. 

Connnittee on Teacher Training. Dr. Wm. H. 
F1neshr1ber, Chairman, Samuel M. Blumenfield, 
Jacob R. Marcus, Julian Morgenstern and Abba He 
Silver. 

With kind greetings, I am 

~incere~lyVA-'ly~oJurs, 

GZ:SS 



CONGREGA'l'ION EMANO- EL 

PORIIED BY THE CONSOLIDATION OP 
EHANU-EL CONGREGATION 

AND TEMPLE BETH-EL 

Office of 

OF" THE CITY OF' NEW YORK 

FIF"TH AVENUE AT SIXTY-FIF"TH STREET 

Samuel Schulman, D.D. ,D.H.L. 
Rabbi Emeritus 

Rev. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
E. 105th st. & Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silvers-

April 10, 1936. 

I ha-ve your letter of April 8th and I regret very 
much that you cannot see your way to attend the meeting of the 
Commission in New York on Ylednesday, April 22nd. 

You are qµite right that there was some informal 
understanding to hold the meeting of the Commission in Cleveland or 
somewhere in the middle-west, but as I wrote in the first sentence 
of D\Y call for the meeting, the President of the Conference felt that 
because of the illness of Dr. Goldenson and becaise of my own im­
perfect health, and other considerations, it might be best to have 
the meeting in New York, and I told him, in the course of the cor­
respondence that it would be a good thing to have the meeting in 
New York, and I would persuade the men in Cleveland, since they are 
younger, to c ome to New York. 

It would be most unfortunate, in my opinion, if 
you were absent from the meeting. 

By the way, do you think y du can have some c omme nt 
to make on my Statement in time for me to utilize it in a possible 
re-draft, as I asked for in the covering letter which went with this 
Statement? I should app:ieciate this very much. 

I am 
Reciprocating your good wishes for a happy Pesach, 

Very cordially your' 

L ' ? /1 
/' ,I. . I 

/ ~ ~ ~ 
. ,/ ~ 



ILLINOIS • WISCONSIN • OHIO STATE • MICHIGAN • CORNELL • CALIFORNIA • TEXAS • NORTHWESTERN • ALABAMA • PENN STATE 

FACULTY ADVISERS 

PROFESSOR RAPHAEL ISAACS 

PROFESSOR REUBEN L. KAHN 

PROFESSOR I. L. SuARFMAN 

PROFESSOR WILLIAM H. WORRELL 

B'nai B'rith 

Hillel Foundation 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

Cor. East University and Oakland Ave,. 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

DR. BERNARD HELLER 
DIRECTOR 

STUDENT COUNCIL 

SmRREL KASLE 
PRESIDENT 

s. LEONARD KASLE 
VI E- PRESIDENT 

PHYLLIS DEVAY 
SECRETARY 

April 10, 19'" 6 

Rabbi A.H. Silver 
E.105 St.! Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

The second meetin" of the Cornm1 . ~1on on the 

Revaluation of Reform Jud ism ,.,111 be held Wednesday, April 22 

at lC A.M. at the Com un .:. ty Hou~e of Con.r· re r,ation Emanuel, at 

1 E.65 St., New York City. 

Sincerely yours, 

~/4L 
t;'.~ 

An Organization Devoted to Cultural, Religious and Social Work Among Jewish Students at the University 



THE UNION O:F AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

DBPARTMBNT OP PINANCB 

ELKAN C. VOORSANGER 
Director 

THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE , DEPARTMENT OF SYNAGOGUE 
AND SCHOOL EXTENSION • NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE 
SISTERHOODS • NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

~erchants 13uilding • 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Ansel Road at 105th St., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Abba: 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

April 
Four teen th, 
1 9 3 6 

Enclosed is copy of a letter which I 
have just written to Mr. Eugene Wolf. 

I am hoping to put over a good job 
in Cleveland and am counting on your assist­
ance. Will see you next week. 

ECV:LSB 
ENC 

Sincerely, 



CE AL Co FE ENCE OF AME ICA ABBI 
f1111111r:11 \ l'l'P!<idt 11t : OAV'D PHILIPSON. ('i1,1•i111111ti. Ohi11, SAM UCL SCHUL M A N . • ',•w \"11r JOSl.:PH STOLZ, <'hi1•a1-:11, Ill. 

OfFICER:. 1!:'33°34 

AMLJF:L H. GOLDENSON , J•r.,,ud1•11 
l'i t h11 ri;:h, l'a . 

FELIX A LEVY, \'it't -l'rt·i<id1•11t 
Chii-ago, 111. 

HARRY S M ARGOLIS, l"n•a,111·1•r 
St. 1'1111I, Minn. 

ISAAC E MARCUSON , I{, t·11rdi11·• ::;,.1·r1•(:iry 
J\IHt'Oll, (;t'Ol'j!Ja 

SAMUF:L M . GUP, C11rn•,p1111dii1g ::;,,·r,·tary 
('c,Jumlrn,, Ohi,; 

Der Colleague: 

Oflie . of ~-Prcsid,·nt 
· l •Hi Mdro. ~ Str d 

EXECUTIVf BOARD 

BARNETT R. BRICKN R, ('l1 \1 land, II. 

WILLIAM H, FIN SHRIBl".R, l'liil11d1•lphi11, l'a. 
LEON !"RAM, Ihtroit, Mi1•h, 
SAM UCL HIRSHBERG , :\1 ih1 ,111\..,·,•, \\ i,, 
EDWMlO L ISR.-.EL , l\,dtimun, :,.1,1 , 
MEYER LOVITT , ,J;,(') ~1111, .\1i ,s, 
JACOB R. MARCUS, ('i11,·i1111a i. O. 

SAM UCL H . MARKOWITZ , Ft W 11) llt', l11d, 

MORRIS N WFICLD, J:ir111i1wh11111, ,\l a. 
MARIUS RAN ON, 1·.a•t 01at1""• • ', ,J, 
IRVING F . REICHERT , S.111 Fr:111,·i,1·11, l ,11, 

Chi ogo, Illinois STEPH N s. w1sc . • ·•·" Y,,rk <'i ~ 

April 14,1936 

I am afraid that D~. Shulman's statement is not 

s tisfactorv a nd may not even be the basis of a dis-

cussion. o provide against the latter contingency I 

have asked Prof. Coh8n to submit to you his earlier 

sta tement. will you also study this a nd come prepared 

' to debate it next Vednesday at the meeting. 

Sincerely 

Felix A. Levy 
FL:K 



April 
1 0 to th, 
1 9 3 6 

r. ~ ene ~. ·01r, President, 
The Temple, 
~6 1ne r lld ., 
Cleveland, Oho. 

dear r. olt: 

In a ·cordance 
1 ano co ttee a 

be 1n Clev land the wee 
alread written to r 
my oonte lated v1ei 
1ae hatever ct1v1ty 
1a ro P• 

the past 
• parate 
your app 

,q'l-

t l ·e ouat 1n 
r t lea 
r it me ta 1th 

o th a e thi t i a 
at you will be ble to 

t maeting dur1 th• 

r 
• 11 

to eitil r a lected liat 
ta~---~ oup ot 1nt'luent1al mon o 
th ir coop ration. 

note a an 1nt r ting fact t t ther 
iv1dual in Clevel d 10 aubaor1bea 100 

-QI':~~• to tll• nion. I am c rtaln that we will 
-na ..... n • to !ind quite n b r or p ople who are 
able and 111 to dot ia. 

I will et in touch wit . o s1en I 
arrive in Cleveland. In the men h1le, pl• ae 
accept ki est p raonal rear•• 

CV:LSD 
P .S. I I 
him or 

1ncer ly, 

Director or lnanoe 

wr ting alao t.o Habbi Silver, telling 
ant1o1pat d v1ait. 

E.c.v. 



J. HAROLD SELZ, President 
6417 Glenwood .Avenue 

Telephone Rogers Park ,,20 

FELIX A. LEVY, Rabbi 
44'.i Melrose Street 

Telephone Graceland 6037 

'Telephone IAluvi,w 6907 

EMANUEL CONGREGATION 
701 Buckingham Place 

Chicago, Illinois 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
102nd and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Colleague: 

Samuel L. Haas, Vice President 

.Albert Mecklenburger, Rec. Sec'y 

Herbert H . Schoenlank, Fin. Sec'y 
Leo Shafton, Treasurer 

April 15th 1936 

I received a copy of your letter from Shulman and 
am writing to you in the hope of persuading you to 
attend the meeting next Wednesday. I feel that we 
sh.all need you very much and do not want you to be 
absent. Shulman explained to you why the meeting 
was postponed to New York. I feel that we cannot 
ask the old man to travel. 

I am thoroughly dissatisfied with his presentation 
as by this time you probably know, and since we 
~ have t~ write a completely new platform that 
--r~ppreciate greatly your presence. I myself am 

pressed for time and must take the night air-plane 
to the meeting. 

With kindest greetings from house to house, I remain, 

Cordially, 

FAL:JD 



nwa I'll.Im 

DAY LETl'Ell CLIVBLAIID• OHIO• APRIL 16• 1936 

ILlill c. VOORSAI GER 
DIRECTOR OF FIHANCE 
UliION OF .s-.. ... 'I.IC HEBR&'t CO ~GREGATIONS 
JIERCHANTS BLDG. 
CIICINNATI• OlIIO. 

CARBOUS TO: RAB BI A. II. SIL R 
II B. R. RI C':NER 

PRJ., S. ~. ..~ . fOLF 
11 t:YRON A. COHEN 

BISPQHSIVE YOORS APRIL FOURTEENTH COl SULTATIOB 7H RA BBIS DRICDER AND SILVER AND PRESIDENTS 

BUGEBE WOLF AND YRO A. COHEli DISCLOSES ALL CONCUI D OPINIOll THIS ONTH UNPROPITIOUS FOi 

IITENDED VISIT STOP ATTE TIO . ISH C NITY CO CE TRATED Oll I.FARE CAUPAI<DJ WRING fflIICB 

EFFOR! OBTAIN SU PORT FOR OTBE CAUSES GHT BE RESE D THUS P i' JUDICB PUBLIC OPINIOB STOP 

LETTER FOLLOHS PBESEHTLY. 

(Charge, B.H.SinlaJ 
901 Sntlan4 Blclg.) 

BERNARD II. SINKS 



C O P Y 

Tl U1~ ION OF A .r.,RIC :r JIB J;.'f C GR .... GATIONS 

I "'RC !Al TS BUILDING 

Department of Finance 
ELKAlr C. /OORS GER 

Director 

J,'tr . Bernard H. Sinks , 
901 Swetland ld . , 
Clevel nd, Ohio. 

dear ~r . Sinks: 

crrcn NATI,OEI 

April 
Twentieth, 
1 9 3 6 

I am quite in arrreement with you that it ·rould 
be fatal to our cause for me to come to Cl evela.nd at the 
present time . .ihile it interferes ,;;rith a very nice pro­
gram that I had mapped out , this is not very i mportant 
as I feel that your advice that I should switch and come 
the end of fay or the first of June is ri ght , and that 
undoubtedly we will accomplish !Ill.lch more at t .at time . 

'l'he.nk you very mucl1 for consul ting ,·ri th the 
Rabbis and t he esidents of the Temples . Your coopera­
tion is most 1elpful . 

ECV:LSB 

Ii th kindest personal re ards, I am 

Cordially, 

( Signed) Elkan C. Voorsan er 
Director of . ine.nce 



Oop;y of Lettar oy r r 1:>1'• •1 t. an on 
to t.h fol p rsoruu 
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•• Yrolet Ino 
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Ben oh , Bl htld otors Ino 
r r Jr • 

Oba Gibne7, ttery Co 
AJ"'th\at Haaa, vro • 
ea Klein, olet 
orri• Kli 
J t•• .._.,. ( e m 

Phil ri• co 
, Oo 

0 
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, id Au 

r o1 t Co 

I r i, n 

• t1one17, 

d olo cl) 

, I 
it 
or 

ou· a no rely. 

ril 21, 19.,6 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

OP'P'ICERS 1835•38 

P'ICLIX A. LEVY, President 
Chicaao, Ill. 

MAX c. CURRICK, Vice-President 
Erle, Pa. 

HARRY s. MARC.OLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUBON, Recordinir Secretary 
Macon, Geor(l;i& 

SAMUEL M. GUP', Correspondinir Secretary 
Columbus, Ohio 

£,~•f(f 4,.,,, 
.--iJ~ . ~,s,/ 
·''r,' • • (' 

./ ':/'(\\. ,:·· ~ 

(::'- !9~ i 
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Office of President 
445 Melrose Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

, 

EXICCUTIVll BOARD 

HENRY J. BERKOWITZ, Portland, Orea-on 
PHILIP' s. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, o. 
HARRY w. ETTELSON, Memphis, Tenn. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, Pa, 
ISRA.EL HARBURC.1 Lynn, Mau. 
MllYER LOVITT, Jackson, Miss. 
ALVIN s. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JOSEPH RAUCH, Louisville, Ky. 
AARON L. WlllNSTEIN, Jamaica, L. 1., M. 'l!. 
JONAH B. WISE, New York City 
BTICP'HllN s. w,aa:, New York Clt7 
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, 
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COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

DAVID PHILIPSON, Cincinnati 
Chairman 

BAllNt'l'T R. BRICKNl!:ll, Cleveland 
E»WAllD N. CALISCH, Richmond 
HJtNllY ENGLANDJtll, Cincinnati 
SOLOMON A. FINEBtllG, Mt. Vernon 
WM. H. FINESHllIBER, Philadelphia 
SOLOMON FoSTEll, Newark 
LtoN FllAK, Detroit 
SOLOMON B. FJUttHOF, Chicago 
Isu L. FUUND, Goldsboro, N. C. 
SAMUEL H. GOLDEN SON, New York 
GERSON B. LEVI, Chicago 
SAMUEL H. MAllKOWITZ, Ft. Wayne 
DAVID MARX, Atlanta 
JULIAN MORGENSTERN, Cincinnati 
JOSEPH RAUCH, Louisville 
VICTOR E. REICHEllT, Cinci1111ati 
WILLIAM RostNAu, Baltimore 
SAMUP:L SCHULMAN, New York 
ABBA H. Sn.VER, Cleveland 
ABllAM SIMON, Washington 
Louts WOLSEY, Philadelphia 
GEORGE ZJtPIN, Cincinnati, 

Secretary 

CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES 

Authors 
l)AVlD PHILIPSON 

Elementary Education 
WILLIAM ROSENAU 

Youth Education 
SAMUEL SCHULMAN 

Adult and University Education 
HENJ.Y ENGLAND£R 

Teacher Training 
ABRAM SIKON 

Pre-School Educatio11 and 
Ii ome Training 

LEON Fl.All 

GE0RGlt ZtPIN 
Director 

Synagogue and School Extension 

Lours I. EGELS0N 
Assistant Director 

Synagogue and School Extensio11 

EMANUEL GAMORAN 
Educational Director 

ISAAC RABINOWITZ 
Director, Youth Activities 

111 

JOINT AUSPICES 

THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

AND THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

MERCHANTS BUILDING, CINCINNATI, 0. 

J4ay 
Fifth 
l 9 3 6 

Dr. Abba H. Silver, 
The Temple, 105 Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

In accordance with our usual custom, 
we are sending to all members on the Commis­
sion on Jewish Education a copy of our latest 
publication "Watchmen of the Night" by Betty 
Kalisher. 

The book is a collection of stories 
about Jewish heroes in various periods of 
history, and is especially intended as a book 
for supplementary reading. 

We trust that it will make a welcome 
addition to your library, and that we shall be 
favored with your orders in the future. 

With kind regards, I am 

GZ:DWA 



CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

Ol'l'ICERS 1835-ae 

,.ELIX A. LEVY, President 
Chica"o, Ill. 

MAX c. CURRICK, Vice-President 
Erie, PL 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Recordin" Seeretary 
Macon, Geor11:ia 

SAMUEL M. Gu,-, Corre■pondinir Seentary 
Columbu11, Ohio 

Dear Cclleague: 

Committee on International Peace 
Philip S. Bernstein, Chairman 

117 Gibbs Street 
RochestE>r, New York 

1:Xl:CUTIYI: BOAIID 

HENRY J. BERKOWITZ, Portland, Orecon 
PHILI .. s. Bl:IINSTl:IN, Roche11ter, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, C)eye]and, 0. 
HARRY w. ETTl:LSON, Memphi■, Tenn. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, PL 
l811Al:L HAIIBURG, Lynn, M--. 
Ml:Yl:R LOVITT, Jackson, MiH, 
.t.LYIN &. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Joa1: .. H RAUCH, Loui11ville, Ky. 
AAIION L. WIUNSTl:IN 1 Jamaica, L. I., N. 'Y. 
JONAH a. WISK, New York City 
STl:PHl:N 8. W1s1:, New York Cit,, 

At the last session of the Conference a peace resolution was offered recom­

mending to all Jews that ·they refuse t::> bear arms in any war. Because of its serious 

implications the Conference decided to submit this resolution by mail to the entire mem­

bership. Therefore, I am enclosi!lg a copy of the resolution together with a copy of the 

previous peace statement adopted at Wawasee in 1931. 

Will you be goJd enough to indicate your vote on the enclosed card and mail 

it at your early convenience? If you prefer to withhold judgment until after the ses­

sion to be devoted to peace in the next meeting of the Conference, please mark this on 

the card. 

Sincerely, 

PHILIP S. BERNSTEIN 

Chairman of Peace Committee 



PEACE RESOLUTION PROPOSED AT THE CHICAGO SESSION OF THE CENTRAL CONFER­

ENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS-June, 1935. 

During the last century of human history the relations of peoples and nations have been becoming more and 
more complex. Economic, racial, political, historic and cultural factors have combined to interweave the fa bric of 
the world. In such a day, wars are usually, the overt result of hopelessly confused covert causes. Alliance and 
counter-alliance, the aims and provocations of secret diplomacy, the economic rivalry and imperialistic ambitions of 
nations, these and many other strands compose the skein. A close study of :the last war reveals; the fact that it origi­
nated in no single act, in the insensate and overweaning policy of no one nation, but as a result of the European and 

the world system. 

It is therefore, our well-considered opinion that it has become impossible in our world to fix. responsibility, 
or to hold any one people exclusively culpable. Wars are not really acts of aggression and defense, for we must 
recognize a difference between proximate and true causes. Aggression is only the explosion, the setting of the match, 
but the system of selfish rivalry, and of arrogant nationalism is the gunpowder. Even invasion is no certain criterion 
of exclusive guilt, for it is true, little though we may see or realize it, that the man who strikes first sometimes strikes 

in fear. 

These opinions would need elaboration and documentation, but appear to us capable of complete substan­

tiation. 

As a result of all this we believe that the time has come to change the traditional attitude of our faith toward 
war. w·e realize to the full the· seriousness of this change we propose, and we adopt it because of our belief that the 
spirit of. Israel, the first faith and people to love peace and pursue it, necessitates such a vital change in the text and 
letter of our historic attutude. In the past Israel has made the distinction between righteous and unrighteous wars. 
In the light of the foregoing we , believe that this distinction has no reality for our day. '· And we are now 1compelled 
to adopt as our belief,· and as ,-the basis for action; of our religious followers and ourselves, the principle that war is 
an unmitigated evil," and that we should abstain from all participation in it. 

Be it therefore, RESOLVED, that this Conference declare that henceforth it stand opposed to all war, and 
that it recommend! to all Jews that for the sake of conscience, and in the name of God, they refuse to participate 
in the bearing of· arms. 

COPY OF RESOLUTION Pill OF PEACE COMMITTEE ADOPTED BY THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF AMERICAN RABBIS IN CONFERENCE AT WAWASEE, INDIANA. (P.72) 

The Central Conference of American Rabbi, e.rpresse& the opinion that while adherent, to the Jewish faith 
have at different time, so interpreted their religion a, to justify their personal participation in warfare, it is in1 

t1ccord with the highest interpretation of Judaism conscientiously to object to any such personal participation. We, 
therefore, are opposed to any legislation which will penalize adherents of any religion who conscientiously object 
to engaging personally in any military operations because of their religiou, conviction,. 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

OP'P'ICERS I ••s ••• 

P'l:LIX A. Ll:VY, Preaident 
Chicaa-o, Ill. 

MAX c . CURRICK, Vice-Pre■ident 
Erie, PL 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treuurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l•AAC E. MARCUSON, Reoordinc Seereta17 
Macon, Geor,:ia 

8AMUEL M. Gu,., Corre,pondinc Seer•tal'7 
Columbn1, Ohio 

Office of Recording Secretary 
204 Buford Place 

Macon, Ga. 

TIME AND PLACE OF CONVENTION 

11:Xl:CUTIVI: aoARD 

HENRY J. BERKOWITZ, Portland, Orecon 
..HILi.. •. Bl:RN8TIUN, RochNter, N. Y. 
IIARNl:TT R. BRICKNl:R, Cleveland, 0. 
HARRY W. ETTl:L8ON, Memphi■• Tenn. 
WILLIAM H. FINl:8HRl81tR, Philadelphia, PL 
l8RAl:L HARaURG, Lynn, M.aa■• 

Ml:YER LOVITT, JackllOn, MIN. 
ot.LVIN •• LUCH8, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JoaE .. H RAUCH, Louisville, Ky. 
AARON L. W1tlN8T1t1N, Jamaica, L. L, N. Y. 
JONAH a. W181t, New York City 
■TSPH&N •. w.aa, New York Ctu 

The next convention of the Central Conference of American Rabbis will be held 
at Cape May, N. J., June 23rd to 28th with headquarters at Congress Hotel. 

RATES 

Double room with bath ....................................................... $5.00 per day each 
Double room with running water ..................................... $4.00 per day each 
Single room with bath ..................................... ... ................. $5 .50 per day 
Single room with running water ...................................... $4.00 per day 
The rates are for American Plan. 

There will a meeting of the Executive Board Tuesday morning, June 23rd. If 
there are any matters which you wish to refer to the Executive Board, please notify 
the secretary at once. 

FRIDAY EVENING SERVICE PAMPHLET 

A reprint is being made of the Friday Evening Service Pamphlet. If you desire 
any, please send your order at once to the Secretary. The booklets will cost 10c per copy 
on orders of five or more. 

CONFERENCE RELIEF FUND 

If you have not made your appeal for the Conference Relief Fund, plan to do it 
now. Let's put it over big. Rabbi Harry S. Margolis is Chairman. Get in touch with 
him. 

COMMITl'EE CHAIRMEN NOTICE 

Prepare your annual report now and submit it to the members of your committee. 
Unless a report is approved by a maj ority of the committee, it cannot be presented to 
the convention. 

Cordially yours, 

Recording Secretary. 
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CEN-r'RAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICERS 111315-38 

FELIX A. LEVY, President 
Chicago, Ill. 

MAX C. CURRICK, Vice-President 
Erie, Pa. 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Recording Secretar, 
,\lucun. Geor~ia 

S 11 "1 UEL M. GUP, Corresponding Secretary 
(' ,> iuml,u,;, Ohio 

Dear Colleague: 

Office of President 

445 Melrose Str ct 

Chicago, Illinois 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

HENRY J, BERKOWITZ, Portland, Oregon 
PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, 0. 
HARRY w. ETTELSON, Memphis, Tenn. 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ISRAEL HARBURG, Lynn, Ma88. 
MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, Miss. 
A.LVIN S. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
JOSEPH RAUCH, Louisville, Ky. 
AARON L. WEINST&IN, Jamaica, L. I .. ){. 'i 
JONAH B. w,aa, New York City 
STEPHEN S. WISE, New York Clt;J' 

Enclosed find the Statement f Principles which the Committee of the Confer­

ence appointed to do this task has drawn up. While I am not trying to influence your 

judgment or shut cff criticism on your part, I should like to state that the Committee 

feels, in view of the conflicting and sometimes extreme views held by the membership, 

it has prJduced a fair and adequate statement. Difficulties inherent in drafting such a 

platform are almost insurmountable and I tru t ycu will understand thi . 

With kinde t greetings, I remam 

Cordially yours, 

Felix A. Levy. 



·r 0 
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RECORD OF MEMBERS 
OF 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
IN 

SOCIAt SERVICE AND SOCIAL ACTION 

I. Have you been or are you a member of a committee functioning 
in any one or more of the fields of service listed below? 
Please name the committee and the office you have held or hold 
and the dates of your service: 

1 Health 
2 Education 
3 Recreation 
4 Crime and Penology 
5 Labor 
6 Child Labor 
7 Unemployment 
8 Unemployment Relief 
9 Social Security 

10 Family Welfare 
11 Civil Liberties 
12 Race Relations 
13 Immigration 
14 Birth Control 
15 Others 

II. Have you served as an arbitrator or mediator !n a labor dis­
pute? Please name the parties to the dispute, date and outcome. 

III. Have you ever, in person or in writing, approached any g6vern­
ment official or petitioned any legislative body or induced 
others to do so in behalf of any of the above mentioned objects? 
If your activities here have been extensive, a mention of the 
objects or of one or a few outstanding instances will suffice. 

IV. Have you ever written and published anything in any of the 
above named interests? When and What? 

v. Have you ever, in any of the above mentioned interests, de­
livered an address which has produced any ~nusual results or en­
tailed any unusual risks? 

It would greatly assist the Commission on Social Justice were 
you to keep a record of your activities in this sphere and to 
make this record available at our proposed annual repetition or 
this inquiry. Henceforth an annual inquiry is to cove~ the 
year immediately preceding. 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICERS 1935-311 

FELIX A. LEVY, President 
Chicai;o, Ill. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN, Roche ter, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, 0. 

J 

MAX C. CURRICK, Vice-Pre. iclcnt 
Eric, Pa. 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Puul, Minn. 

H A RRY W. ETTELSON, Memphi!!, Tenn. 
WILLIAM H . FINESHRIBER, l'hilndelphia, Pa. 
ISR ... EL HARBURG, Lynn, Mass. 

IS/I.AC E. MARCUSON, Hecording Secretary 
Macon, Georl('ia 

SAMUEL M. GUP, Correspond ing $1'cretary 
C,,l11rnhu:1, Ohio 

EJear Sir: 

Office of Vice-President 
523 \V. Ninth Street 

hrie, l'cnnsiJlvon-io 

MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, Miss. 
ALVIN s. LUCH9 1 New Rochelle, N. Y. 
l<:>SE:PH RAU CH, Lou isville, Ky. 
AARON L . WEINSTEIN, Jama ica , L. I., N. Y. 
JONAH B. WISE 1 New York City 
STE:PHEN S. WISE, N!'w York City 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis at its last meeting, 
held in the city of Chicago June 25-30, 1935, instructed its officers to 
send to the presidents of our congregations the enclosed statement pre­
sented to it by one of its members at a previous Conference. In doing so 
may I make the following observations: 

1. It is conceded that the strictures, explicit and tacit, 
contained therein do not apply to most of the congregations which will 
receive the statement. 

2. It is a statement of one of our members and was not official­
ly adopted by the Conference. The Conference, however, aware of the un­
fortunate conditions obtaining in the American rabbinate due to the un­
ethical practices of some congregations, sympathizes with the view points 
of the writer of the statement. It believes these matters should be brought 
to the attention of all our congregations, to the end of achieving united 
action toward higher standards and more dignified relations between con­
gregation and rabbi. In this effort the congregations which do maintain 
approved relations, and they are in the majority, are urged to make their 
influence felt among the others so that all of our congregations shall be 
conducted on a high ethical and spiritual level. 

I trust you will receive this letter and its attached statement 
in the spirit in which it is being sent, namely, that of concern for the 
honor of the cause which all of us hold dear and for the dignity and well 
being of its official leaders. 

With good wishes for the coming holydays and a successful year 
for your congregation, I am 

Faithfully yours, 

' 
C, 

Vice-President 



RESOLUTION PRESENTED TO THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS. 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis views with deep concern the de­
plorable conditions which prevail at present in the American rabbinate. 

We keenly feel the great injustice dealt to many of our colleagues who, after 
many years of faithful and honorable service, find th ems elves deprived of employ­
ment and means for a livelihood for themselves and their families. 

We resent the crude method and manner by which some congregations choose 
incumbents to vacated posts. 

We protest against the discriminating practices against married men in an 
effort to reduce the rabbi's salary to almost the point of starvation. 

We condemn the exploitation resorted to by some congregations, which fill 
the pulpits with "rabbis on trial" who receive no compensation. 

We are anxiously awaiting for all congreg?tions to practice the sense of 
fair play and principles of social justice which have been inaugurated by our Presi­
dent and his advisers in their effort to rebuild our national life and our social 
system up~n more equitable and secure foundations. 

We feel that not only does the dignity and usefulness of our colleagues 
suffer by these undesirable practices, but beg to remind the congregations that the 
rabbi who is constantly apprehensive of the security of his home and fireside cannot 
render the highest type of service. 

To combat this condition we adopt the following program: 

(1) No rabbi rendering faithful service shall be forced to resign from 
his post unless proved guilty of unseemly conduct or ineffective service; if a 
question of salary arises that the same be adjudicated by a commit tee of arbi tra­
tion appointed by and from the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis and territorially distributed. 

( 2) We strongly urge that the salary of _the rabb:L be in keeping with his 
station and responsibilities; that the salary be increased in proportion to their 
years of service and the financial ability of the congregation; above all that the 
rabbi be not cast aside as having outlived his usefulness after reaching the zenith 
of his career. 

( 3) That for the best interests of both the congregation and the rabbi the 
unwholesome practice of changing rabbis at frequent intervals of time be discarded. 

( 4) We unqualifiedly condemn the vicious practice which has crept in 
recently of engaging rabbis on a monthly basis for the simple and obvious reason that 
their scope of service, their plan of work and the quality of their merit cannot be 
set within such absurd time limitations. 

( 5) Upon our own colleagues we urge an answering compliance with our Code 
of Ethics. 

(6) We ask the congregations both collectively and individually for their 
whole-hearted co-operation after having been given due notice or this program, to 
the end that the rabbinate may continue to be a dignified and honorable profession 
and calling and Judaism strengthened and enriched through their efforts. 
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Statement of Principles 

~ 

C(5' HE effon to abolish war is tbe immediate phase of the long struggle of mankind for 
freedom and for recognition of the claims of human welfare as superior to those of material 
wealth. 

The abolition of war is not only an end in itself but it is also the means to the attain­
ment of certain objectives. Economic security cannot be permanently obtained while war 
recurs to disrupt international relations, and the requirements of war dictate unsound eco­
nomic policies. Social and economic justice cannot be firmly established so long as the war 
system, holding human life cheap, continues to be tolerated. The principles of democratic 
government cannot be preserved in the face of the contradictory claims of militarism. The 
teachings of religion are denied embodiment in civilization so long as governments are com­
mitted to the opposing commandments of the war system. Individual freedom of conscience, 
of thought, of speech cannot be assured until the world is freed from war and the threat of war. 

Present world relationships are the result of historical development which, accelerated in 
recent years by scientific progress, has brought all nations into a single community and led to 
the establishment of world institutions designed to deal with the changed international situa­
tion. National economic policies must be brought into harmony with the fact of world inter­
dependence and must contribute to the development of accompanying world institutions. 
National defense policies, while the world system of security is being perfected, must be 
such as will not lead to armament rivalry and the fear of war, in themselves obstacles to in­
ternational cooperation. 

These principles require upon the part of the United States the following policies which 
should be considered as constituting a unified program. 

1. Economic Policies 

The United States should cooperate with other nations to stabilize currencies and in 
general to lessen tari.ff s and other barriers to international trade, and effective measures should 
be taken for a final settlement of the war debts. 

The United States should cooperate with other nations through our membership in the 
International Labor Organization and in other ways to raise the standard of living and to 
assist in solving pressing economic and social problems. 

2. N atio11al Defense Policies 

The national defense policy of the United States should be shaped on the basis of the 
defense of our soil and in fulfillment of our obligations under the Kellogg Briand Pact; the 
army and navy should be limited and organized in accordance with this conception. 

The military branches of our government should not be allowed to assume the policy­
forming function that belongs to the civilian departments of the Government. 



The muruuon industry should be controlled through both national and international 
action to prevent rivalry in armaments and to take the profit out of war and the preparation for 
war. 

The United States should increase its efforts to achieve reduction and limitation of 
armaments by international agreement. The General Disarmament Conference at Geneva 
should be accorded America's unremitting support. At the Naval Conference our Govern­
ment should strive for the greatest possible reductions in navies and therefore in naval ex­
penditures, while at the same time seeking political agreements that will remove the present 
tensions in the Pacific basin. The solution of the problem of disarmament will be aided by 
the strengthening of the world community through United States participation. 

3. Freedom of Conscience 

Policies tending to abridgment of freedom of conscience, of the press, of education, of 
assembly or of speech should be opposed as part and parcel of the militarism from which the 
world is seeking to escape. 

4. Immigration Policy 

The immigration policy of the United States should be free of racial discrimination. 

5. Neutrality and Non-intervention 

The neutrality policy of the United States should be revised in order that the risk of en­
tanglement in foreign wars may be reduced and in order that the United States may not 
obstruct the world community in its efforts to maintain peace. 

We should strongly and persistently support the policy of the good neighbor and of 
non-intervention which the present Administration has developed toward Latin America. 
This good neighbor policy should be extended, with adequate provisions for consultation, 
conciliation and judicial settlement of disputes, to all other regions and specifically to the Far 
East. 

It is recognized that no foreign policy that may be devised for the United States can be 
an alternative to its participation in the agencies of the world community to prevent war and 
to remove the causes of war. 

6. The League of Nations 

The United States should join the League of Nations on terms of the Pope resolution 
, hich provides that the United States shall not be _obliged to adopt measures which might 
involve the use of armed force; that the Kellogg Bnand Pact be regarded as the fundamental 
principle of the Covenant; and that_ the decision as to what a~tion shall be taken by the Un~ted 
States in case the peace of nations 1s threatened, shall rest with the government of the Umted 
States acting according to the Constitution. 

We submit for study the recommendations of the Chatham House Conference, held at 
London, March 5-7, 1935, under the auspices of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace. 



ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED 

in the 
NATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE 

• 
AMERICAN AssoCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN. 

AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE, 20 S. 12th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS, 523 West 9th Street, Erie, Pa. 

CHURCH PEACE UNION, 70 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF THE CONGREGATIONAL AND CHRISTIAN 

CHURCHES 

COMMITTEE ON MILITARISM IN EDUCATION, 2929 Broadway, New York City. 

CouNCIL OF WOMEN FOR HOME MISSIONS, 105 East 22nd Street, New York City. 

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE AND GOODWILL OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES, 105 East 22nd Street, New York City. 

FEDERATION OF WOMAN'S BOARDS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS, 419 Fourth Avenue, New 
York City. 

FELLOWSHIP OF RECONOLIATION, 2929 Broadway, New York City. 

FOREIGN POLICY AssoaATION, 8 West 40th Street, New York City. 
INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION, 2 West 45th Street, New York City. 

INTERCOLLEGIATE CoUNOL ON INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, 2929 Broadway, New 
York City. 

LEAGUE OF NATIONS AssoaATION, 8 West 40th Street, New York City. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, WORLD PEACE COMMISSION. 

NATIONAL BoARD, Y.W.C.A., 600 Lexington Avenue, New York City. 

NATIONAL CouNOL OF JEWISH WOMEN, 625 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

NATIONAL CouNOL FOR PREVENTIO • OF WAR, 532 -17th Street, N. W., Washing• 
ton, D. C. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL, Y.M.C.A., 347 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S CLUBS, 1819 Broad-
way, New York City. 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SLSTERHOODS. 

NATIONAL STUDENT SERVICE, 8 West 40th Street, New York City. 

WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION. 

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM, 532 -17th Street, 
N. W., Washington, D. C. 

WORLD ALLIANCE FOR INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP THROUGH THE CHURCHES, 70 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. 

WORLD PEACE FOUNDATION, 8 West 40th Street, New York City. 

WORLD PEACEWAYS, 103 Park Avenue, New York City. 
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rto r er 1 n o poc1 l • • Tl Lord of } 1• lo t 
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ruth d l 0 • 

n 1 the child of n and or e livi God. A part or e 
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ic nf'old th univ ree do not r 1 their hold upon the •oul• ot Bia 

children. , we i'lnd our r tugs and atay 1n de th 

• 1n life. Union wl th Him bridge tor ua the o 

ot th 11 •• countenance is 11f •" lthout pr 

of de th. "In 11ght 

into the a orate ot t 

aoul•a a te 1n the here tter, eh ld to the belief that godly living doea 

not tormin te t the gr ve. "In the y ot rlghte•usnee■ 1• lite, din the 

patJnray thereof there ia no de th." 

'11 Torah. Jladai 1 th r llg1 ot To h, 1th l,ta twoiaold maaap reg rd• 

lng God and 11111a. Torah denote• rn 1 d 1n•tnaotl'f and Je.• At th h n 
ot religion 1 t.h oomlotlon that ao thing ot th DiTlne will oon•1.111~0 te• 



ita lf to , t th v 1 o Ood reaounds ithin t prop ti oon lvu~,~, 

calling n to loyalty nd to o dl nee • oonditi na or true lit • C n 1 r• 

d tr the Dlnne end, pro l tio r 11 1 n ia t , 
l p •• ae 1 aplration. Th Torah enahri • th r l 1 1t or Ju i•, 

t ov r r 1ng oonaoi ane or God d t ripening I lt-knowledg or the 

J lah pop • 

For to Judi m o h repr • nt t w ole dy ot pro reaaive r 11gioua 

lu a, fro our c 

Balo h. t aounda t t mal 
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tiv a ot it and ot ty. Though 

many ot i a noien l a, or oni l nd oivil, r no lon or o rativ und r 

the ohan d oonditi na of th r aent, Law ocntlmae to - n bidlnr, l mont 

ot th Tor ho Ju le. T Tor pr aerv a the bl torio l nonu, pr oedenta 

and• h be vior an ee b to gu • and to ld J ah life 

in the patt ma ot holine a and of goo e•. Pro ucta or historic 1 prooea oa 

th l •a or t Torah ar r lative nth r th baolute. Th y v 

jeot to th aol te ta ot rl noe nd r 10 nd :ve be n reahaped in o-

oordanoo 1th the needa, oonTiotiona d lnaighta o J leh opl • 

a. lar 1. Ju al l• 1 ul o hioh Isr l 1 the bo Y• 

and natio la ntlment which • been ki dl a ng any J a ho hav grOlftl 

ea\raaged hom tMlr rell loua heritage, we reoognlae a UN1'al • ioh 

uni tea th a d th eo it not w1 th all apherea of Iarael • a or tl e llt • At 

the a time reaffirm our conviction that n 1th r raolal nor national 

taotor aut ce o coo,mt tor Iara l'• char oter and aignitioanoe in the dra• 

o hiator,. <Mr peoplehood ia founded primorily upon Torah. V n 

an ternal P ople by virtue ot being a People ot the Book. Living in 11 part• 

ot th worl , have been ld t ther by ties ot kinahip, h11torical aeool• 

atione, and,• ve all, by our h ri • ot t 1th n thic 1 lde lla • the 

non-J• who ao ept our tai th beco • a lllber ot the Je l h hoUHhol • 
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o~ Iara l. The m11aion ot Iar 1 e res ea the J • a widying ill i-o 

live a life ot ethic land roligloua ore tlveneaa. spit threatening 

oroes o il, e believe t e ult· tri h or right n or re on. 
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of ti th, roth rhood, tree o, u tic, loo, rut n oe. To o-o 
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t , re our a 1 t nervnnt e Eternal. re 

hn nth c.oie toe rv God anc to th r h Ito lla tor 

ercia n d deter ._ d effort to itnea to tho ri hab tnath 

or th Torah nd to transl th nto r nnl nd oci 1 l tion • Our 

a i io go 1, envi 1 d by our pr p ta, i• t. rone nt of th lloly 

n tho ea blichment oft klngdo. of \D'liveraal juatio and p oe on rthe 

9. Judaism and C r1at1an1tt• 

eeek Jowish r li 10\I 1' 11 

1le welo 
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lng. It joyously reoognlee11 11 r ligiona 

their dher nta to spiritual enrichment. 

g • to our told 11 ,ho vol ril7 

not eng e in active pr elytis• 

..... T.1r•-1t1.Y• to the D1 vine. le ding 

1th it dn hter religion, Chri tian• 

ity1 in p rtloular, it aharea lta ored Soriptur a, aever 1 fundamental be• 

llet• and naoral i 1 . lth th varloua branohe• ot the Churoh, Judaism•• a 
to co-operate in h nitarlan aenloe and in the quest ot tnat.h. 

Ill• ITHICS 

10. The Inclivldual d the state. .1'a la ttlru the aanctlty ot the human 
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11. Social Program. oo l progr r Judn1 ao dv nee rf c-

ity b pplying tho prop of ju tie er-

to r o 1 rel tion, to ocon o, re 

d ton ion l nd 1 te atlo 1 ir. It 1 at t e el.-.~ucat o of 

••ry suff ring, or ov rty and der;r tion, yr y l ., ery, ot 

prejudic , ill r r • It direota t of n to 

1 ua r l h.A'"-on th 1tnig 1 c p op a o t .. 

pro tion or 

ia 

or equit y ju tlo, and to h oro tin or condi na t t 111 r n 

tl rln of t p1r1 tual li e poe 1bl • In r teoua na Ju ai rooo 1101 

th towid tion the llbelng of nati na nd th conditi and pro •• 

of univeraal pe oe. Abhorln 11 vlole oe, it rell • 1 on lo e and s patcy • 

the lmpellin tiv • d inoentivea and upo mor l eduoati n and the oo-o ra-

tion o h m ra or th co nw 1th th thoda tor th t 1 nt or 

true progi-e •• 

• RELIGIOU P CTIC 

12. The I ligiou1 Lite. Ju lam oonooive1 ot religion not a pro~ sion of 

talth eonduoi to oth r orldly l tlon t • ith t t d o ya ot 

right beha :I.or in thi ah r 11 loua lit i rked by co • orati n 

tot 1 la or Ju l It conaiata of jo oua rtioi ion th ka and 



problems of the Jewish coJDJ1111llity, and a sharing in ita belieta and hopes, in 

its ethical standards and in its torma of worship. Judaism grows into a person­

al posaeaeion throu~h the cultivation ot faith or the sense for and the re­

liance upon the DiTine and by means of self-discipline and purification from 

ain, of mediation and prayer and of observing the time honored rites of the 

Jewish people. The personal aspects of religion must be supplemented and re­

inforced by the corporate and the institutional. The vitality ot Judaism de­

pends upon the preseryation or the religious calendar, the Sabbath and the• holy 

days, and upon the maintenance of the synagogue with its threefold f\inction ot 

worship, education and fellowship as the rallying point e.nd center of Jewry. 

13. Ceremonies. In the life or the individual, the home and the synagogue, the 

invaluable lessons ot Jewish experience and of the psychology of religion must 

not be lost. The expresaion of the full character of Judaism aa a consecrated 

way or living requires not only knowledge of Torah and ethical idealism but 

also appropriate symbols and ceremonies, distinc t ive forms ot art and song, and 

the greater uae of Hebrew, by the aide of the vernacular, in our teaching and 

worship. Forms and cereomies are the sign-language of faith, expressing no 

leas eloquently than creeds our spiritual yearnings and strivings. They serve 

as effective aids in our religious development e.nd hel to hold us together aa 

a u. ited people. 




