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These are trying times in which thi Committee as
sumes its respon~ibilities. The international peace ma
chinery has failed to prevent a cruel and unjustified 
invasion of a small helpless nation by a great military 
power. A terrifying race in armaments is everywhere 
Cl'eating a war psychosis. Militarism again holds the 
nations by the thl'oat,- and an atmosphere of fea1·, 
suspicion and hatred has descended like a heavy cloud 
upon the world. Almost precisely the factors that pro
duced the last holocaust are threatening· anothel' and 
more devastating catastrophe that may make a sham
bles of our Western civilization. 

In the face of such conditions the Peace Committee 
believes it has three primary and immediate obliga
tions. The first is to plan and to execute an intensive 
program of peace education and action. The second is 
to express publicly it convictions on current and 
crucial issues facing the nation,- in the hope of af
fecting opinion and legi lation in the direction of 
peace. The third is to move this Conference and those 
whom it influences to renounce war. 

PROGRAM 
It is a testimony to the self-sacrificing labors and 

the devotion of Rabbi Max Currick and his as
sociates on former Peace Committees, that so much 
has been accomplished under adverse circumstances. 
Operating with an almost negligible budget, they nev
ertheless conducted a coul'ageous, constructive and 
forward looking peace program for the Conference. 
But it is obvious that present conditions require we 
should build upon the foundations they laid. And it is 
equally obvious that the present budget make that 
impossible. One hundred dollars per year allows merely 
for po tage, stationery, telegrams and the occasional 
attendance of the Chairman or some member of the 
Peace Committee at a Conference or congressional 
hearing. The kind of year round program of peace 
education and action such as is conducted by most other 
denominations and such as the present emergency de
mands, cannot be undertaken by us unless the functions 
of the Peace Committee be 1·evaluated and support be 
granted accordingly. With adequate support the fol
lowing activities might be undertaken: 

Frequent communications could be ent to members 
of the Conference interpreting current developments 
and crucial issues in light of Jewish historic attitudes 
and experience with reference to war and peace,- and 
when necessary calling fo1· such peace action as cir
cumstances require. This might take the form of a 
printed or mimeographed bulletin to be mailed fre
quently to the membership of the Conference. 

An annual institute of Jewish organizations and in
dividuals interested in peace could be established for 
the purpose of studying, formulating, expressing and 
applying Jewish attitudes toward war and peace. 

The Peace Committee could help to influence the 
peace attitudes of the children in om· religious schools, 
by a careful examination in terms of peace education 
of all present and contemplated religious school ma
terials. It could cooperate with the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, the Department of Synagogue 
and School Extension, the National Federations of 
Temple Brotherhoods and Sisterhoods, and the youth 
organization in the preparation of curricula, progl'ams, 
book·, tracts, debates, plays, pageants, etc., designed 
to inculcate peace attitudes, 

Member. of the Peace Committee could visit the 
various congregations for the purpose of interpreting 
the peace convictions of the Conference to the laymen, 
of assisting with the preparation of year-round peace 
programs within the congregations, and of stimulating 
peace action generally. 

With adequate . upport and org·anization the Peace 
Committee could conduct these and many other activi
ties to move the children, the youth and the adults of 
our congregations toward the peace goals set by the 
Conference, and could make Liberal Judaism a vital 
force in the peace movement. 

How could this be done? Two plans are suggested. 
The most sati factory would be the organization of a 
Peace Department, sponsored and financed by the Con
ference in conjunction with the various organizations 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
and the employment of a full time executive director, 
preferably a Rabbi with strong peace interests. This 
is done with a high degree of effectiveness in many 
other denominations. It represents the only way a 
maximum program could be carried out by the Con
ference. The chief difficulty would be financial. Thi. 
need not be insuperable. Substantial contributions 
might be granted by the Conference and the constituent 
organizations of the Union of American Hebrew Con
g-regations, and the balance might be secured by Rabbi s 
from peace lovers in their congregations. 

Although this maximum progress is most desirable, 
practical considerations prevent its adoption at the 
present time. The alternative plan which is recom
mended is for the Conference to gTant the Peace Com
mittee a substantial increase in its budget which would 
enable the Committee to cany out a part of the pro
gram it recommends. 

The ref ore be it resolved that the ent ral Conference 
of American Rabbis authorize it Committee on Inter
national Peace to undertake a more intensive program 
of peace education and peace action, and that the Ex
ecutive Board be 1·equested to grant the Committee the 
sum of five hundred dollars for the current year. 

THE CURRENT SCENE 
Let us now consider the immediate issues facing 

the nation. Twenty years ago Woodrow Wilson was re
elected President because he "kept us out of war,"
and then within six months the United States entered 
the World War. As the years have passed, the under
lying economic factors which led to our involvement in 
that tragic and futile conflict have become clear. There
fore, although the future cannot be expected to pat
tern itself exactly after the past, it becomes the duty 
of the peace eeker in the light of historic experience 
to condemn and oppose such developments as make for 
war situations, and to approve and espouse such ac
tions as minimize the danger of war involvement and 
are conducive to peace. 

The present administration has made special and 
successful efforts to win the good will of the Latin
American nations. It has renounced "dollar diplomacy" 
in the Western Hemisphere. Con istent with its policy 
of non-interference in the affairs of other nations it 
has withdrawn the Marines from Nicaragua and Haiti 
and has repealed the Platt amendment (Cuba). It has 
conducted one successful Pan-American Conference and 
is now planning another. 

Therefore be it resolved that the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis commend the administration for 
:ts "g·ood neighbor" policy in the Americas. 

Under the leadership of Secretary Hull a number of 
recipl'ocal trade agTeemcnls have uccn mad• with other 
nations. Because these lend to lessen intt•t·nalional 
tension and friction, because they mak • for lh • free 
flow of commerce from nation lo nation and thus pro
mote universal well b •ing·, they arc instruments of 
peace. 

Therefore be it resolved that the Central Con ferencc 
of American Rabbis express ils apprnval of lhe reci 
procal trade agreements and urge lhci1· broader ex
tension. 

The pre. ent ongress has voled lhe continuance of 
the neutrnlily legislation adopted last year. Although 
this leidslation contains many admirable laws, il ob
viously does not g-o fat · 'noug-h. It permitted a vast in 
crease in the sale of the sinews of war, raw materials, 
to the Italian armies for the conquest of Ethiopia, so 
that the oil used in the airplanes that bombarded help
less villag·es , came from the United talcs. Apart from 
the mo1·al anomaly of such a s ituation, il presents 
seriou. dang·en; to the peace of America. For in the 
event of a European war, if American producers are 
permitted to sell t'aw materials to lhe bellig- •rents , wt• 
should find ourselves once again involved economically, 
- and di scover that the victory of one side or the other 
would be necessary for the maintenance of our national 
e:::onomy. Bettel' to renounce lhc profits than lo pay 
such a terrible price for them. 

Therefot'e be it resolved that lhe C'enlrnl Conference 
of American Rabbis advocate the extension of the neu
trality leg·islation to include the prohibition of lhe sale 
of raw materials to belligerents. 

Because the armaments manufacturers in quest of 
private profits, have often pursued polici es hurtful lo 
the peace interests of this and other nations, be it 
resolved that the Central Conference of Amel'ican Rab
bis advocate the nationalization of the munitions in
dustry, and the adoption of any additional measures 
recessary to take the profits oui of wal'. 

In part a product of the last war, a s pil'il of mili
tari sm has recently become evident in lhe United 
States whi h if unchecked may help to precipitate lhe 
next war. This has taken the form, among- others, of 
"gag" legislation designed to prevent criticism of mili
tary or naval policies, and of students' and lea('het's' 
oaths for compulso1·y patriotism. The Jews yield to no 
µ:1·oup in their love of this land and their desire for 
its welfare. For that very reason they protest against 
restrictions on free speech and against forced loyalties. 
That these are evil they have learned from centuries 
of experience under tyrannical rulers in Europe. In 
their briefer but much happier experience in America 
they have learned that freedom is the foundation of 
democ1·acy and is indispem;able to a people's welfare, 
and that it is conducive to a peaceful and friendly at
titude toward other nation:. 

Thet'efore be it resolved that in the interests of peace 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis express its 
opposition to all encroachments on lhe libel'lies of 
American citizens. 



During the past year military training was intro
duced into scores of high schools and colleges, and was 
made compulsory in many of them. Training grounds 
for future wars have already been established in thou
sands of educational institutions throughout the land. 
In many Universities students are expelled or denied 
diplomas if they object to military service. This is mili
tarism at its worst. It is creating a readiness-for-war 
psychology among increasing numbers of American 
youth. It forcibly injects into high school and college 
curricula elements which foremost educators insist are 
alien and vicious. Worst of all it is an infringement on 
the I'ights of conscience. To force a young man to 
shoulder a gun in order to secure an education is es
sentially a violation of spiritual freedom and of those 
American traditions which have made this a "sweet 
land of liberty." 

Therefore be it resolved that the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis reaffirm its opposition to military 
training in the educational institutions of this country 
and express its endorsement of the Nye-Kvale Amend
ment to withold government funds from those civil 
educational institutions which make military training 
compulsory. 

The most alarming manifestation of militarism is 
the stupendous appropriation for armaments,- over a 
billion dollars for the coming fiscal year. This sum is 
more than was expended for all governmental purposes 
in 1916 (a sad commentary on the war to end war and 
to drive militarism from the earth) and twice the 
amount appropriated two years ago. In light of the 
Morrow and Baker reports that thi country is in no 
real danger of invasion, in light of the opinion of ex
perts that these vast armament • are not necessary to 
protect continental United State even in the event of 
such unlikely invasion, in light of the announced policy 
of Secretary Swanson "to create a navy second tc none 
... to support American interests, especially the de
velopment of American foreign commerce," it becomes 
clear that the primary purpose of this tremendous in
crease in armaments is to protect American interests 
in the East against the possible dangers of war with 
Japan. Such a program is suicidal. For every airship 
or warship or naval demonstration ordered by our gov
ernment, the Japanese command the counterpart. The 
two nations are becoming involved in a furious race 
for armed supremacy to protect their real or fancied 
economic interests which all history proves can have 
but a single outcome,- war. The profits from our trade 
in the East are a mere bagatelle compared with the 
cost of such a war and the present preparations for it. 

Therefore because of our conviction that costly arma
ments provide no real or enduring security to a nation 
and that friendship is better than battleships to pre
serve the peace and to promote the common good, and 
that there is no difference between Japan and the 
United States which cannot be peacably settled around 
a Conference table,- be it resolved that the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis ( 1) denounce the pres
ent vast armaments appropriations of our government 
and other governments as unnecessary and evil; (2) 
demand that our national defense policy be based on 
defense of our soil, not of our interests abroad; (3) 
advocate the extension of the "good neighbor" policy 
to Japan through mutual reductions in armaments and 
the revision of the "open door" policy to the Far East; 



(4) assume the leadership in summoning a conference 
for world di armament. 

Whereas the ational Peace onference i effectiv ly 
oordinating the activities of the various peace organ

ization and i providing unified leadership for th m 
and wherea the Emerg:ency Peace Campaign is con
ducting an inten ive nation-wide effort to keep this 
country out of war, be it resolved that the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis express its approval 
of the activities of the ational Peace Conference 
and the Emergency Peace Campaign, and reque t its 
membet·ship to cooperate with them. 

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 
In its ession at Wawa ee, Indiana, in June 1931, 

the onference ex pre ·sed it conviction that con
scientious objection to military service is in accord 
with the highest interpretation of Judaism. Because 
each passing year ha produced new proof of the folly 
and futility of war the Conference believes it neces
, ary at this time to reaffirm and trengthen this con
viction. To the 1·easons fomrnrly adduced for assuming 
thi position, another is added growing out of the spe
cial nature of modern warfare. War may once have 
been a gallant struggle between opposing group of 
fighting men. To-day with airplanes, long range gun , 
poison gas, infected bacteria, etc., it po se ses destruc
tive powers that cannot be reconciled with any concept 
of J udai m. In the munition plant and war labora
tories are being prepared in truments that will spray 
fog·s of fire not only on fighting oldiers but on in
habited cities,- germ infected rat and fleas that will 
bring disease and death to innocent civilian popula
tion , poison ga es that will sear and destroy the lungs 
of women and children as well a fighting armies. If 
the United States should become involved in war with 
a foreign power, good military strategy would obvious
ly not wait for attack on our shores but would attempt 
to attack fir t as the best defense. If we do not re
nounce war, we hould then find our elve in the posi
tion of condoning· or blessing just , uch monstrous at
tack upon the cities and the helple s women and 
children of another nation. Enlightened religion cannot 
bless modern warfare but mu t renounce it. 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis reaf
firms its conviction that conscientiou objection to mili
tary service is in accordance with the highest 
interpretation of Judai m, and therefore petitions the 
government of the United States to grant to Jewish 
religious conscientious objectors to war the same ex
emption from military service as has long been granted 
to members of the Society of Friends and similar re
ligiou organization . 

* * * * * 
The Peace Committee realize that no one of these 

re olution nor all of them together will prevent war. 
But it also believes with our fathers that even if one 
cannot complete the work he i not free to desist from 
doing it. Our duty i clear- to create sentiment for 
peace and to influence action for peace. We still have 
faith in the po ibility of a warle s world and we are 
convinced that if those who wor hip the universal God 
will together resist the evils that profane His pirit, a 
beneficent peace may yet ble s all mankind. 
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You may reca ll that at t.ae 18st session f the Conference tl e Fe' ce 
i.;orru ri i ttee was authorized to exte1 d its 1,;rogram of peace education a1 <l 
_pea ce oction . One sugt~e sti n wc:s tl1c1t ne11 ers of the Corru.1ittee c. nd 
other Rabbis es~ecially i~terested in Peace oe invited to address 
other C ( ngret:a tions to s t iuulate IJeacP sentiment and to inter r t the 
.1 .. ~eace l) rcgram of 1.-he Conference. .✓ould JOU be IVilling to visit 
another congregation or ~wo for this purpose~ 

__ s to the arrange1nento, - w 1 Tould co1.. .. ile a list of tnose qua.lifie 
end willing- and would ser.ct it to tr e entire member ship of t.r. e 
1 
... onference, n ,lgges t.! ng tJi... t t, e recipient write directl to t ue Hnbbi 
in w11om he is interested, inviti12g 11 im 1..0 prefl ch r1t a 8crvice or to 
address one of nis i r;:ipor tant cc:ngrec; tion 1 groups on t11e subject of 
pee.ce. There would oe no 11onorarimn out ti1e ex.i.1enses would be poid 

he .:.nv i tin£'.' ort·Drizo.ticn. In tlis w,y, \vit .. 1 Lin i nu11 of 
confusicn and ex1)ense, e. sti1 ull~t ing };ence :n·o,_rc..n ca!l be a.rrc.•need in 
every congrega ti en served uy t1 ... e Conference. 

Wc n't you please c cnse1t to deliver one er two s u c11 peace addressL~ 
in t he c curse of t11e Je r? 1 nd won 't you ple;} se let me J:._1ow 
i 1:unediately so that I may inc luc.t e your nD.me in t n e list I am com) i li ng:' 

Thenks ruld cordial recards. 
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Judaism 
and 

Con1111unis1n and Fascis111 

Th curr nt conflict between Communism, Fasci. m and Democ
r· cy i cau ing grave con rn in the fi ~Id of religion. Each religious 
g ·oup is now comp 11 d to d cide which social philosophy it can 
con. ht "ntly support and d f nd. The mcmb r of tlie Central Con
£ r H of Am ri an Rabbis are convinced that Judaism is essen
tially d mocratic in pirit and xpression and that the Jew cannot 
udvocat " or advance any ocial ystem other than democracy. \\ e, 
lhcr fore, urg "' th J ·wi. 1 p oµl to care folly con ider this m.·gent 
and acute prob] 1 in our . ocial life in order that neither the young 
nor th old may b attract d to alien altars. 

At the pr nt time tbr tr uds are developing in the politi-
cal organizati n of Ameri a: Comm uni m on the extreme 1 ft; Fas
cism on the xtr 1.ue r ight ; and a socialized democracy in the center. 
The (bno· r i • that t he American people w:ill fall into the trap of 
thi 1king tha the choice is ithcr Communism or Fascism. The 
ith r- or type of thinkiug is always dangerous and as a rule 

wrono,. It i~ not nrcessa ry to Hmit ourselves to two choice , Com
munism or 1:a ism. In the judgm 0 nt of the members of the Con
£ . th r i only one way in which the American people can 
. cap the dictator. hip and tyranny of Communism on the one 

hand a 1d t he tyranny and dictator hip of Fascism on the other, 
~1d that i by e t· bli hing a thoroughly socialized democracy. This 
c.1an0 e can b • hi Y d, th m mb r are convinced, without force 
and viol nc and blood. h d and throurrh the ord rly methods of 
d mocratic proc dur . \V solemnly commend to the American pco· 
pl u o ial philo. ophy that is derived from the expanding demo
cratic ideal that mu ·t henceforth be ov reign in our social life. 

It i. true that w chall ng th pr s -nt ·o ial ystem for we 
bcli v that it i r sponsibl for th current social collapse and 
ct1 ta trophe. It has created a liost of mor than 10,000,000 unem
ployed men and worn n. It ha hurl ~d 25,000,000 to 30,000,000 of 
the population of th Unit d Stat . into d pendency, destitution 
and de pair. A syst m that produces inju tices of uch magnitude 
mu t it lf b unjust and cannot be con don d or continued. It is 
tru that in ord r to establish social ju tic w advocate a socializa
tion of the basi social enterpri. ; tha.t we urge an equitable re
di ·tribution of th national income through a fuuda1t1cntal system 



:>f ta .·ation; that we ~upport a o ·ial Security m a ur tlrnt wiJl 
guarant curity to th ~i{·k th • aged and th<' urwmploy<'d • :rnd 
that w in. ist upon tli maintenanc of ivil lih rtie. unimpnir cl 
4\nd th right of labor uncompromi. eel. But in urginp: thi pro
gram w cmpha iz democratic principl •. and demand th mploy
mcnt and appHcation of dt'mocr:1tic proecdnr ·s. " r ar opposed 
without r . ervation or qui,·ocation both to th • m th cl of Com
muni ·m and th re rim ntation of I•a ' i. ·m. 

w· r a1iz that w ar • lfring in dangc rou. days nnd that w 
must car fulJy consid r in all w say and do th • anti-Semitic for { s 
that ar now unl a. h ·d in e,·ery land. But w • b ·li ·v • that th · 
anti-Semite cannot b{ an. wer ·d bJ the silenc • of the .frw in th 
matt r of o ial ju ·ti c. \nti-S mitism to a gr ·at dcgr ·c grow onl 
of th Y ry o ·i l foj u. ti' again t whieh w • protc:t and for tht 
·limination of which w ar • onstantly triving. To prot st a(l'ain t 

:o ·ial inj u ·tic and to d ·mand a comp] ·t • reconstruction of our 
social . stem may r suit in mi:und ·rst:tnding in ho!,tility 1111d wn 
in p r • ·cution. \V mu ·t rem ·mb ·r how'\' ·r that by virtu • of our 
histor., and our religion th .J .,,, is committ ·d to a program of 
ocial ju ti a truly a h • is ·ommitted to th lwlid in the on 

God. Our fath r . uff r ·d oppr •ssion p •rs ·cuti(' TI :md v •n :ua. -
b • au ·· of th ir d rntion to th ir faith. It th< l,lood of the 

Proph t • till run in our v in: w • shall not h • ·i I :1 le t uff ·r lik ·
wis b , au ' of our conviction that th · pr ·sent social sy:tem must 
yi Id to a n t w social ord r that will h ' frl' ' of inj u ·tic · and iniquity; 
and in whi h th moth' of coop ·ration and • ·rvi • • will tak • th 
plac • of the motiv • of profit and ·.·pl itation. 

Th • , ocial implication and imp ·rative • of J udai. m ar cl ar 
and unqu :tion ·d. W, bdi ·v • that communion with God i. th 

·ntral r ligiou. . p ri n the v ·r ·oul of r ·ligion. }Jut thi 
rny ·ti xp ri •nee xpr ss ·s ibwlf in diff ·r ·nt ways. It .·pr . e 
it · If in th a • ·nt. of th· inl 11 • ·t in t ·rms of r • ·d. It ·ml>odi 
jt ·lf in forms of beauty and b • omcs symbol ·r ·mon r and ritual. 
But in th J wish religion it mu"t al"o in vitably jncorporat it. If 
into code of nduct and iu so ·ial id al ·. ,vii ·n I ·aiah stand in 
th• anctuarv :md b ·l10ld th vi:ion of God h b omcs awar 
fjr t of all ~f hi · own guilt and th • guilt of hi p opl •. Then, a 
th flaming coal from off th altar tou ·h' hi li1 , h f ·l hirn
• ·If purg d of .' in and purifi ·d. Finally c m ' ' the most ·t·,rtliu,r 
mom nt in thi drama of consc ·ration. ... o sooner i • th Prophet 
pur d of sin than h ' r a1iz h • i.· all ·d as a m • • • ng ·r of th· 
Lord of Hosts. Communion in th J wi ·h r ·ligion i a httll ·ng • to 
b ·com , a Proph t of Social .h1:Ei c and to prot ·st arrain ·t th so ial 
•vils of our tim . 1 ho.· who truly -tand in th pr ·en e of Goel 



cannot escape the charge to become a servant in the army of the 
Lord. Once this interpretation of religion grips our soul, religion 
is filled with purpose and power and becomes the most real of all 
realities. 

The supreme social ideal of l rael is the establishment of the 
Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God to us is not an imaginary 
realm that we enter through the portals of the grave nor is it an 
invisible empire enthroned in the sky. It is the social state of which 
:mr teachers have dreamed and for which the Prophets pleaded, a 
,ocial state that we ourselves are to build and in which justice is 
the cardinal and controlling principle in the economic, the political 
and cultural life. Both Ake . social experience of Israel and the 
social principles of J udai m teach us that not economics and not 
politics but ethics constitutes the organic law of social life; and 
that the economic organization and the political order are valid 
and to be maintained only to the deg;ee that they inC'orporate and 
establish the ideal of social ethics. In our endeavor to build the 
Kingdom of God, which we conceive in the spirit of our faith to 
be a socialized democracy, we seek and we invite the support not 
only of the people of Israel but of all men who hate evil and who 
love justice. 
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Volume X September 10, 1936 No. 3 

BULLETIN 

FORTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

The recent conn·ntion held in the city of Cape ~fa~· was well attended and 

many subjects of interest were brought up for discussion. The discussion on the 

peace resolution was extremely intcrc~ting hut showed there was no unanimity of 

opinion on this ,·ita] quest ion. The di'>cnssion of the report of the Committee on the 

Rev:1luation of .Jndaism likcwi .. e ~howcd a difference of opinion as to the wisdom 

of drawing up ::i platform but the sketch prcscnte<l was tcntati\'ely accepted and 

members were urged to send in criticisms and corrections for the preparation of a 

new platform to be presented to the next con\'cntion. PJeasf• read the report carc

full,v nn<l send your suµ-pcstions to Rahhi Samuel S. Cohon, Chairman of the Com
mission. A11 interesting study of Reform Religious E<lucation h_v Dr. Framr,b)au was 

presented an<l will appear in the yearbook. Reprints may he had on requrst. The 

discussion on the Orgnni,,;ation of American Jewry prescutcd the two extreme con

ceptions of our members in regard to a nationalistic nnd religious interpretation of 

Judaism. The social aspects were not presented due to the unfortunat illness of 

Rahbi Solomon Lowenstein. 

MEMBERSHIP LIST 

A postal card is enclosed for the directory. Plea fill it out and return it at 

once. It is es ential that our mailing list be correct. 
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EXEC TTVE BOARD 

Tlten· will l:e a 11H·cti11g of lhe Excn1tin.· Board hl'lcl 011 \\"l'dnesda.v, OC'lolw r 
~ I st. If .yon h:1Y1· any mattc.T whie!i you wi ,h to pr1·1-wnt to llt l' Exc(•1tljn· Board, 

plc.-asc eo11m1u11icatc.- with t]1c.- Reco rding Sc.-crelary l:dort.: tltal dat •. Tile comrnitlcc.·s 
for the coming .,·t·:1r will be appoi11ll'<l and if you ck . ..,irc to ser\'c.- on any speeial com
mittee, pkas • c•ommunicate with the Prl''-idl'11t or the Reenriling . \ ·ert'b:try :lld a" 
far ii.', possible, your wishes will l c carried out. The progr:irn for the next c·onvcn

lion will lw clt-C'idcd 11po11 and if ~·o u ha\'t' :iny s11gµ1·-. tio11 s, se ncl tlic.·n1 in and they 

will l:l' µ,i,·ett due <·ons ickrntion. 

RESOLUiiONS 

I l wa . .., ckC'idccl to sc. II(] a eopy of tl1 :· l' t'sol uli<lll", atloplccl at Lhl' cou,·1·11tio11 lo 
.tll the mc111l1t·rs for your i11forn1ation. 

PEACE RESOLUTION 

The Peace H.c.--;olutin11 wl1ich was acloplccl in place of the.· paeifi t re'iolution 
l1as ('.IUSl'd muC'h di sc ussio n ,llld some c•o1 tron•rsy. So that you may l:c enabled to 
illl'-W<T quc<.;tio11s. U1(' ('Orr<'et word inµ; of the rc..,olution follows: 

The C'e11Lral C'onfrn,nec.· of Amerie;rn R11bhis reaffi rms it·; eo11\'ictio11 that ('Oll

seicntious obj l'('tion lo military sc r\'icc is i11 ac-cordanc•(· with tl1c highest interpreta
lion of .Jud:1isrn and tlt('J'cfo rc petition-; th e rro\·c·1·11m('llt of the Cnitcd Slates to 
grant to J cwish religions corn-,ci<:11tious ob,iec-tors to war the same ·xemption from 
mililary S(TYiec as ha.'i lonp: been gr:rntccl to n~emlins of tlw Society of Friends and 
sin1ilar religious organi:t.:1tio11s. 

-- - -· 
HYMN BOOK 

Thl· 1Iy11111 Book i-. now issllt'<l in two \'olumcs, Volume I conlains th h_vmns 
:rnn thl· <.'hilclrc11's .'i<'n'i('<'.'i. \'olu11H· 11 eontnin-, lh • rc.., pon'ics for sma.11 congrcga
lions. This made a .·111:illn I cok and il will he easier to handle. Th• price ha. 
been l'l'clucccl lo !10 <'l'llls a copy deliwrl'd if l:ought in Jot-; of fh-e or more. 

UNION PRAYERBOOK, VOLUME I 

:.\Iany conµ rep alions arl· without Praycrl;ooks waiting for lite nTiscd Vol um 
I to app ·a r. I l will be ..,eYeral years l:dore this nilume wil I he ready for final pub
lieation. lf you need praycrl;ooks, IHI// ll1<•m 11on•. The P11blir:tlio11 .<.; Committee agrl' s 
to cxcll/lnge books bought 110w for lhe new Yolume should it appear in th next two 
years nl a 50' ~ dis ·ount.· 



FRIDAY EVENING EXPERIMENTAL SERVICES 

The Fri<l:I\· En·11i11u ExJH'riml'nlal St·r\'it't''> :tl'l' h·in<r ll'>t' d in 111:111,· con,rrt'-• ' ' r, . r, 

gation.., hut Y;!ry frw letters h:I\ l' Lct·n n ·t·l·in·d telling lhl' rn111milkl' whdht'r l11t ·y 

arc '>:tti..,faetor.v or not or offering t·om·rdc criliei'>111s. Thi.., ":I'> th(' purp<hl' of th · 

issue. Let the Chairman of tlw Commiltt·e, llahhi Frt ·l' hof, or the . ·l'nl'lary. Habhi 

~Iarcnson know whether you likt· lhl' Sl'n'iec or not. Parti<'ularly slalt- your oh,i<'<' 

tion..,. s the supply i'> ,·n.v low and lht·'>t' St· n i<'<''> will uol ht' r<'prinll'd, St 't Hl in 

n)Ur order at oner, if rou han· nol Yd lril'<l lht • '>t ' n ie t''i. Th<' Co111111itllT would likl' . . . 
to lian• th opinion of as 111:rn.v congr<"galion'i as JHl'i'>ihlt- . A..,k lhl' opinion of your 

mt ·mhcr'> so th11t Wl' mn.v gd tlH· layman\ point of \'it ' \\' , 

S BVE 'IIO 

The Conf ·n·ncc would likt' lo aid .Jt"wi'>h 'icholars, olht·rwi'>t' 1111:ihlc lo do ... o. 

in the pnbliealion of tht ·ir \\'O l'k'> 011 .Juclai'>tll ancl a C'o111111ittt ·t· will Ill' appoi1tlt'd lo 

raise funds for this purposl'. Yon can help lhi.., eausc by '>t ' tHling in l11t· 11,11l1t ' '> of 

lwo or thrc ' liberal donor'i in your co1mnunity whom you tl1i11k the Co111n1itlt·t· 

ought to '>olicit; better -.till. you tan gd the-,e don·1tiorh _rnur-.el f. 

PERIODiCALS 

Our me111lH'rs are urged to '>Uh'icrilw to important JH·riocli<-al.., and p11hlicalio11'-i 

lier :llld ahrond like the KIR.J ,\TH ~'.EFEll. TAB.BIZ, HADO,\IL ZEIT-

.'CIIRTFT: :\fEKTZE ~IllDA:\fDC. 

Encourage .T ewi'ih -.tudcnb by purclrasinp; tlrcir work.,, 

The officns extend to all the nwmll<'rs of l11c· Corrfrrt nc<' best wisltt ·s for a 

happy _ • ew Year with lhe )H:t_\ er lhal it may hl' a year of pea(•t· :incl c1>11tl'11l11w11l 

and achicn·nwnt in the work lhat all of us are -.lri\'inp; lo clo for f ..,rat'l :ind lll:tll 

kind. 

Fl'lix A. Lc\'y. Prc·-.idenr 
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SAMUEL WOHL , Cincinnati, Ohio 

N~w Y,n·k CilH 

Sept. 11, 1936. 

Dear Colleague: 

I enclose herewith a copy of the Social Justice Message 
for the year 1936. This Message is prepared from the Statement 
on Judaism, Communism and Fascism that the Social Justice Com
mission prepared and approved at the Conference held in June. 

You will recognize, we believe, the urgency and importance 
of a Message of this kind at this particular time. Our recom
mendation is that you read this Message from the pulpit some time 
during the Holyday period. Many of the men have found the most 
fitting time to be the morning of the Iay of Atonement. In addi
tion to this we ask you to please see that copies of this Message 
are published in your local press. It is very necessary that we 
make plain to others the position of the Jew in the matter of Com
munism, Fascism and Democracy. 

Should you wish to distribute copies of this Message to 
the members of your congregation, please wire Rabbi Isaac E. 
Marouson, 204 Buford Place, Macon, Ga. and he will mail you the 
number that you wish. 

With kindest greetings and sincerest wishes for the 
Holydays, believe me 

Yours cordially, 

SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 
CHAIRMAN 
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Dear friend, 

At its last session the Conference authorized the Peace Committee to expand its activities. Hence this 
communication. You will find enclosed a copy of the Committee's report and a leaflet dealing with the 
peace issues in the political campaign which you may find useful in the near future. Additional copies of 
these can be secured by writing to me. 

You will also find below a list of the Rabbis, members of the Peace Committee and others, who have 
volunteered to speak once or twice during the year to interpret the peace program of the Conference to the 
congregations. These men are prepared to preach at services or to address Temple organizations for this 
purpose. They are willing to do this without honorarium but with the understanding that their expenses 
are to be paid by the inviting group. If you wish one of these men to address your people on peace, select 
one near you and write him directly. If you encounter difficulties, communicate with me. We urge you to 
co-operate in this project. 

From time to time the Peace Committee will address communications to you. If you have suggestions, 
criticisms, questions, please send them to me. 

Best wishes for a happy New Year. 
Shalom. 

Philip S. Bernstein, Chairman 
Committee on International Peace 

~===== === ====== = = = =============== ==============~ 
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EUGENE MANNHEIMER, 427 W. 51st St., Des Moines, Ia. 
SIDNEY L. REGNER, Perkiomen Ave. and 13th St., Reading, Pa. 
VICTOR E. REICHERT, 752 Red Bud Ave., Cincinnati, 0. 
PAUL RICHMAN, Electric Bldg., Cincinnati, 0., c/o B'nai B'rith 
JACOB P. RuDIN, Old Mill Road, Great Neck, N.Y. 
LAWRENCE W. ScHWARTZ, 15 Blackthorn Lane, White Plains, N.Y. 
JACOB K . SHANKMAN, 30 Pawling Ave., Troy, N.Y. 
NATHAN STERN, 201 W . 79th St., New York City. 
SAMUEL WOHL, Wise Center, Cincinnati, 0 ., c/o Wise Temple. 
SAMUEL WoLK, 70 W. Union St., Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Euclid Ave. Temple, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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October 20, 1936 

Dear Friend: 

Last Spring, when speaking for the Emergency Feace Campaigr1, I 
travelled for a while w·i th Clarence Fickett, Executive Secretary of 
the American Friends Service Committee. One evening he asked whether 
I thought a small, intimate conference of outstanding men i n his group 
with outstanding men in our group would be of any interest and value. 
I said I thought it would, and he told me he would discuss it with his 
friends. He has just written that there is a great deal of enthusiasm 
for th~ idea among the ~uaker leaders and t ha t we should plan for it 
definitely. Hence this letter to you which is a pers onal invitation 
to attend the conference. 

We will meet at the Fark Roosevelt Hote l at Asbury Fark, New Jer
sey, at 2:00 F. M. on November l?, and will continue through lunch the 
following day. fhe hotel rate is $4.50 per day, i ncluding meals. If 
you come by train, you can leave New York at 10:35 A. M., arriving at 
Asbury Fark at 12;15, or you may leave Fhiladelphia at 8:03, e,rr i ving 
at Asbury Park at 10:33. There is also a bus which leaves Fhiladelphia 
at 11:00 A. M. and arrives at Asbury Fark at 2:00 F . M. 

The program will be entirely informa l. There is no purpose behind 
it other than fellowship and the desire to share experiences. Among 
the outstanding Friends who are expected to attend are Rufus M. Jones, 
William I. Hull, and Henry J. Cadbury. '.l'he representation will be 
limited to fifteen from each group. 

Because of the intimate nature of the conference and because so 
few can be invited, I would be grateful if you will regard this letter 
as more or less confidential and give no pub l icity to the conference. 

Won't you please let me know at your early convenience whether 
you will attend? If you cannot come, I would like t o ask someone 
in your place, but I do hope you will be with us. 

Cordial , 



Rabbi Philips. Bernatein, 
117 Gibba ct,reet, 
Roch eter, N.Y. 

y bl B r s\einl 

Let thank you f or y ur ki letter 
of 0c to r 20. I • ·r th, t I ca mot t tend 
the con ereno• wi \h the ~-.... •r• which you are 
c llil for No, er 17. I oth rwiee e,~:1.~Q .• 

I ) 1 • l o v r, I que t ou t 
iadom of such a conference. I am inclined to 

think t the !.IX cutlYe Board O c. C • .A.R. 
OU&}ll to be conaulted before fol"llall.¥ 
repr ae \1 the c. c . .A.R. ,. t ._l,Ml_e,re. 
I\ m1 \ ll!lad to conaid ra le milUD era t ding. 

V r aincerely o a, 

AHS1ll.K 
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October 23, 1936 

The conference on November 17 is not between the C.C.A.R. 

and the uakers. A number of individual Jews are meeting with 

a number of individual ~uakers. In the forner group will be 

some prominent Jewish laymen and also some important Coneerva

ti ve rabbis. 

I am sorry you cannot be with us. 

oincere 



0c tober ? , 1936 

Babbi Philip Bernstein, 
117 01 b1 Street, 
Roch ater, .Y. 

d Ra bi B rns\elns 

The r aon I a sumed • t t.he meeting which 
you con te npl ted wi \h the uu..clA."'r waa an off le ial 
one aa the f ct t ,t y rote on t t tion ey 
of the Co·n1 t t, • on Int r \1onal P ce of the 
C. C •• R. 

1th b at iah •• 

V r 1ncerel , ur , 

AHS& 
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(Copy) 

Dr. Felix A. Levy 
445 Melrose street 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Dr. Levy: 

November 27 
1 9 3 6 

At the last Executive Board meeting of the Conference, you 
appointed a Committee consisting of Rabbis Jonah Wise, Philips. 
Bernstein, and myself to discuss matters which we consider of 
primary interest in American Jewish life, and to recommend to the 
Conference a course of action to be taken in the immediate future, 
with the view of enhancing the work of the Rabbinate and to find 
such ways and means that will increase the vitality and the effect
iveness of the Synagogue. This Committee has met in Rochester, 
and I am enclosing herewith the statements of Rabbi Wise and Rabbi 
Bernstein. I am writing this letter to supplement their statom0nts_ 

1. It is evident that the Catholic Church in many parts of the 
world and the Catholic hierachy in America are now busily engaged 
in the organization of an anti-Communist campaign. By various 
means and ~ethods they will try to obtain political influence, and 
the propaganda is engineered with the view of creating an anti
Communist front. 

It is also evident that in attacking Communism, names of disting
uished Communists, stories and atrocities of Russia will be used, 
and that Jews will probably be defamed and attacked, if not dir
ectly, it will be by innuendo, so that in the minds of the public 
Jews and Communists will be linked. 

The recent Christian Century Editorial takes cognizance of this 
proposed campaign. It is possible before that campaign becomes 
virulent, that we of the Conference prepare not defensive measures, 
which may later prove futile, but that we organize ourselves and 
obtain support from other similarly minded organizations in de
fense of democracy. 

II. It therefore become s necessary that a pronouncement of the 
Conference be made in such form that will give the country a clear 
conception of the views and attitudes of the Refo rm ~ynagogue in 
America. This can be done in two ways: 

(a.) By preparing a very i~portant document which shall bear 
the signature of every Reform Rabbi in this country. 

(b.) That this document be prepared and issued with or with
out the signatures of the individual Rabbis at a special 
meeting of the Central Conference, called for the purpose 
of dealing with the vital issues confronting American 
Jewish life. 
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Page 2 ---~r. Levy 

ffl1Y A SPECIAL CONF~RZNCE 

It is true that at the annual Conferences, pronouncements are 
made on social justice, peace, etc., but it does not dramatize 
the immediate issues. In view of the criticism to which the 
Rabbis were subjected, a ~pecial Conference called in January 
or February that would concern itself with the vital needs of 
our congregations in our American community, would announce to 
the country and to our constituenciesthat ~e are concerned with 
the things which impinge directly upon their lives, and are ready 
not merely to inspire, but to offer certain guiding principles 
for action. 

What are some of the things that we might propose to the Confer
ence to give moaning to such a program? 

I.-- LayMe~~ ?ublic Relation~ Councils.-- It is clear that the 
Jewish community in America is jittery, fearing anti-Semitic 
excrescences. It may be that now things have quieted down, but 
during the election period there was much that worried the 
American Jewish community. Vie should not be deceived by the 
present calm. The Hitler propaganda has not ceased. Every news
paper brings some news from the anti-Semitic fronts of the world. 
And many of those in the United States who have come ou~ in the 
open during the election campaign, nill be driven u~ae~gro~nd for 
a ~hilem That means that they will use fears and scares in 0rd~~ 
to continue their nefarious works. 

Now it is not enough to defend the Jewish community after attacks 
are made. What seems to be quite essential and immediate is to 
take such action that will build public relations between tho Jew
ish and non-Jewish community day by day and every day. Anti
Dafnmation Leagues are in8ufficient for that purpose. 

It is essential that the Synagogue take a hand and assume the 1139.Ct·· 
er sh i p , by bu i 1 d i n g up 1 o c a 1 C o u n c i 1 s o f 1 a y men a 1 on g 1 1 n e s s l. mi. l 2. --: 

to those practiced by social agencies and educational ins ti t11tio.i1~: 
with trained and expert personnel, to conduct the affairs for eacn 
community. The national leadership should be under a Council of 
Rabbis and perhaps some laymen. These Public Relation Coun~ils 
of laymen will not merely be engaged in propaganda: but they will 
plan to utilize all me· ns and all agencies ca;1able of builci:.ng 
public relations in their respective communities, 

A second task uhich they shall have is to exercise some measure 
of control through the public opinion within the Jewish comm~n~ty 
created, to purge Jeuish groups and Jeuish activities and JAuich 
employers, etc•, of such habits and tactics vrhioh may- ec1nc.riJ'gE1r thl:3 
good name of our people and are the sources and often give ca~A~ 
for anti-Semitic activity. In other uords, a pl&n must be wor~s1 
out, just as there are social, philanthropic and educational 
agencies, properly organized and staffed, so there shall ba not 
under auspices outside of the Synagogue~ but u~der auspice~ ~ir
ectly related and responsib~e to the S .'.·nagogue, such Laymeri.r.• 
Council for Public Tiwlations that nill carry the rasponaibi!1~y 
and back the Rabbis in their ambassadorial work. 
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Page 3 -- Dr. Levy 
This topic for the Co fereuce should prove to be constructive 
and will show the Ar.1 orican Jewish Community that there are new 
ways and new methods for the thing which concerns them tremen
dously at this time and will also in years to come. 

II.-- Economic Reorientation.-- Rabbis and laymen are concerned 
with the economic problems of our Jews and especially of our 
youth. The Synagogue must be in a position to give counsel and 
leadership to our youth and for that reason a program must be 
formulated which will take into consideration the present 
difficulties that the Jew experiences in employment, and to 
recommend new goals and new ideals for our American Jewish 
youth; that there are certain trends in American life which are 
favorable toward a new orientation; that with the advance of the 
cooperative idea, the extension of the homestead projects, 
conservation camps, etc., there are possibilities to direct our 
Jewish youth toward these new enterprises; and that at this 
Conference we may approach this problem and set up a Commission 
for study and development. 

III.-- Preaching Missi~.-- After this Conference shall have 
been held we should organize a "Preaching Mission" of the ablest 
and most influential members of the Conference ~ho will go out 
into the country and devote considerable time to bring these 
ideas into the various oommuniti e s of the country. Not merely 
a speaker address a service of the congregation, but several men 
come into a community, address larg e meeting s, confer with 
various groups, groups of business men, of professionals, of 
youth, to carry throug h an intensi~e campaign in such a community 
which will make the community awar8 of the vitality and indis
pendability of the Synagogue. 

IV. -- Contemporary !~ui~ Affai~.-- It i a desirable that at 
this Conferenc e , and perh aps at subsequent Conferences, sessions 
shall be devoted to contemporary Jewish affairs. Current Jewish 
problems must be considered, and should be an integral element 
in the Conference sessions. 

V.-- Liberal Judaism for Palestine.-- There are tens of thousands -----of rews who are no longer Orthodox, living in Palestine, espec-
ially among tho young and particularly the workers. Reform 
Judaism has a duty to perform in thi s respect, not to say merely 
that young Jews and laboring Jews are radicals and do not care 
for religion. This is not so. They do not care for the religion 
and Orthodoxies of Poland and Lithuania. But they would care 
for a Liberal Judaism which takes into consideration the aims 
and the aspirations of these people, that would give religious 
form and sanction to ideals of social and economic justice, with 
which we of the Reform Rabbinate, have a great deal in common. 

Liberal Judaism, if it becomes merely the monopoly of a few 
well to do people who will organize some groups and conduct it 
in the German or Amorican fashion, will not thrive in Palestine. 
But it can develop and can become dynamic if understood that 
Liberal Judaism is indigenous, and that prophetic teaching 
and prophetic living can be made synonomous in Palestine. And 
that seems to me a duty that is paramount and ~hich the R~form 
Synagogue, Rabbinate and layity, because •heir prima~yriµtbr~st •• 
is in religion, can encourage and render effective nelp. 



Page 4 -- Dr. Levy 

Thia item should be placed on the agonda of the Conference. 

It is my feeling, and I hope my colleagues on the Committee 
will concur in this, that wo cannot afford to wait a yo~r if 
we are to wait for the regular Oonfercnce to be held in June. 
That would m~an that nothing will be done until the following 
tall or wintero If any of the things proposed in this letter 
are to be carri~d out, and time is ~ -v1~al e1ement, it is 
necessary to act soone I would therefore suggest that a 
apeoial meeting of the Executive Board be called to discuss 
these proposals, and that the Executive Board also consider 
the advisability of calling a special Oonferenoe. 

With warmest regards, I am 

(Signed) 

SW:RX 

Yours sincerely, 

Samual Wohl 
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I have reason to expect tho.t you r.10.y shortly be 
o.pproo.ched by Rev. Ralph E. Nollner, head of the .hr.1erico. For• 
vro.rd novenent. He will very likely seek to enlist your 
cooperation and your partic~ation in some of the regional 
meetings of his orgn.nizo.tion·. 

I feel it my duty to caution you, that while ny no.ne may 
be utilized by the representatives of the America. Forward 
movement, I cannot endorse their work, nor am I quite con
vinced as yet that their progran is sincerely friendly to 
us. 

Under the circumsto.nces, you will recor;nize the need of 
exercizing extreme circumspection in this matter. If you 
a;ree that it is unwise to lend your no.me to this mvver.10nt 
until it has been definitely established tho.tits motives 
are entirely proper, your refusal to participate must be 
very tactfully couched. It vrnuld obviously be unwise to 
indicate an opposition to a movement the ultimate purposes 
of which £.ro yet somewhat clouded in doubt. We sh'(uld not 
anta.Gonize this group at this juncture, even thoubh we 
cannot afford to be cor.unitted to it. 

roa OBVIOUS RE.i\.SONS I THIS CQI-,fi.U IC;,.TION IS EXTREI,IBLY CONFIDEN-
TIAL. P~.SE DESTROY IT IU.,EDIATELY i FTER PERUS.kL. 

Cordially yours, 

Zl'~«h 
By fP 

• 
FAJ.:EF 



RabbiSamuelS.Cohon 
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January 5., 19S7 

Prof• eor Samuels. Cohon, 
Hebr w Uni n Colle e, 
Cincinnati., Ohio. 

i dear Profesaor Cohona 

I am sorry th t I will not be able 
to attend the eeting of the Commi eion 
on Renlu tion of Judaism on J anuary 27. 
I hav anoth rout r town engagement on 
th t day. Ir the eetin wee held the following 
Tue da) or ednesda7, I could attend. I wonder 
whether it •~uldn't be just e convenient tor 
Felix Levy and x iein to attend a eeting 
the tollowin week. The other embere ot 
the Comaia1ion are Cincinnatians and don't 
think it ould matter much tot' em. 

1th all good wi hee, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

8:BK 



RabbiSamuelS.Cohon 
Professor of Jewish Theology 

Hebrew Union College 

201 Hearne Avenue,Avondale 

Cincinnati - Ohio 



Telephone Lakeview 6907 

EMANUEL CONGREGATION 
J. HAR.OLD SELZ, President 

6417 Glenwood .Avenue 
Telephone Rogers Park ~520 

FELIX .A. LEVY, Rabbi 
445 Melrose Sueet 

Telephone Graceland 6037 

701 Buckingham Place 

Chicago, Illinois 

Rabbi Abba Hillel SilVBr 
105th St. 
C1 eveland,Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi S11v r: 

Jan.17,1937 

Samuel L. Haas, Vice President 

.Albert Mccldenburger, Rec. Sec'y 

Herbert H. Schocnlanlc, Fin. Sec'y 

Leo Shafron, Treasurer 

You a.re herewith a p•·, ointed as the Conf r ence representative 

to the contemplated Conference for .Pal estine to bP h 0 ld in 

ashinrrton ~ebruary sixth and seventh. Please advise me o yo 1r 

a.cce ntance or decltntion. I re ~ret that the conference will not 

be able to pay vour expenses. 

~•1th warmest greetings from h ouse t o h Juse I remain, 

FAL: s 



lanu 22,197 

Dr. Eelix A. Le , 
l C e tion, 

70 c·i Place, 
Chic f'!o, Ill. 

_ den Dr. Le ·a 

I .. orv 
t ~ 8 ' 

Ina much 
Co-C . :!. 

1et 't ... o 
f 

dTiaable to a poin~ eom 
not othe _ee be dale l 

1th bet ' 
.,.o in 

r 001 i all., .• urr-. , 

Al!S1 

t 
oe 
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l ■AAC E. MARCUSON, R cordina- Secretar:, 
Macon, Georgia 

SAMUEL M. Gu,., Correspondina- Secretary 
Columbus, Ohio 

Office of President 

445 ~felrose Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th St at Answl Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear :Colleague: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

HENRY J. BERKOWITZ, Portlnnd, 01'ei:on 

PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, o. 
HARRY w. ETTELSON, Memphis, Tenn. 

WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER, Philadelphia, Pa. 

l ■RAEL HARBURG, Lynn, Ma . 

MEYER LOVITT, Jackson, Miss. 

ALVIN 6. LUCHS, New Rochelle, N. Y. 

JOSEPH RAUCH, Louisville, Ky. 

AARON L. WEINSTEIN, Jamaica, L. I., :N. 'I' . 

JONAH B. WISE, New York City 

STEPHEN 6. W~&E, New York Cit:, 

January 28th 1937 

I think you are right and that some one should be appointed 
as representative in your place to the Washington Conference. 
Thanks to you for your courtesy and with best wishes from 
house to house, I remain, 

Cordially, 

FAL:JD 



fa 
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Rabbi Samuel S.Cohon 
Professor of Jewish Theology 

Hebrew Union College 

201 Hearne Avenue.Avondale 
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TlliIJE II§AACC ~oWJI§JE TIE:FLlPJLJE 
K.K.Bnai Yeshurun 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
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OFFICE - RE.A DING ROAD AND NORTH CRESCENT AVENUE 
TELEPHONES -AVON 0334 -AVON 0335 

RABBIS 

JaTnes G.Heller Samuel Wohl 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th 3t. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

February 8 
1 9 3 ? 

I am sending you a copy of the memorandum which I prepared 
for the President of the Central Conference as a result of 
the action taken by the Executive Board at its last meeting 
in Chicago. 

This matter is not to be given any publicity and is intended 
for your reading, so that I mjght have the benefit of your 
judgment on the proposals made. I shall apprec :ia te if you 
will read it, think it over, and write to me as soon as you 
possibly can. 

With warmest regards and best wishes, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

SW:RK 
P.S. It seems that the recommendation to call a _.apecial 
Conference during the early ~r;n~h3 of 1937 will not be 
possible. The Program CoI!1Ill~. t-+,l~e f ~r tho Cr)ntral Conference 
has agreed to spend a day or ~ora in the discussion of these 
problems. You can readily se~ why I am eager to have your 
reply. 
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RabbiSamuelS.Cohon 
Professor of Jewish Theology 

Hebrew Union College 

201 Hearne Avenue.Avondale 

C i ncinnati - Ohio 



Febru ry 1 , 1 ... '-7 

Dr. amu ls. Coho, 
201 Hearne venue - vond le, 
Cincinn ti, un o. 

dear Dr. Cohon1 

rch 3, I 
I n we' et ror dnerday, 
~1 ke eve f o t to come. 

With 11 od , em in 

Ver ., co d i all 
. 

o r ... , 

AH 1BK 



RabbiSamuelS.Cohon 
Professor of Jewish Theology 

Hebrew Union College 

----- t,,1, : --

201 Heame Avenue,Avondale 

Cincinnati - Ohio 

~ t ~ ' rul 
7{1_ IL~.., --·~~~ /6. 
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Dr. amuel s. Cohon, 
Hebrow Union College, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

dear Dr. Cohont 

arch 15, 19:'7 

Thank yo •t for nding me copy of -the "Guiding 
Principles or Reform Judaism". I elievc th tit ie ouite 
adequat nd ~ tisfactory. I h· ve no ad tional ugg ~tiona 
to make other than this one. I believe th t the u ject of 
"Pace" ehou.ld come under n e rate h · ding. It e sufficiently 
important to tand b/ it elf. Th .- ubj ect re u res part c11lar 
emphasis in thi~ ar-m d ge in hich ar livin. ~ uld 
therefore begin a ne ra raph th eom uch eitences as 
the followin 1 

81 Pace, In the r . 1m of inte tion l rel ionshipe 
Judaism hae,from the da s of its earli st orophete, rocl !med 
to mankind the ideal of univorr 1 e ce. T'_ hy~ c 1 and 
spiritual dis rma ent of rll th n tior. oft ! rth 
been ' of the eszential teac 1nae of our at t.. . ,Turls:lem 
reg:rde Ju.tioe as the rimar c ndition or un versal p ce 
even as it ie th foun at on of th ~ell-hein of n tione. 
It call for united orld ora-ani~atione n nt :m tf.on 1 
action for co 1 ctive ~ec11rity , is rmamen cl ,.. .ce . 

In paragr h one, .. e Pl e.t ::-e 
three - inetead of" form", I •~ul 
"Reform Judai m". 

~ T ~ _i~m", ~ent nee 
Ug'cr.t t )OU US8 

Pleace be sure to h v co e uthorit~ on En l h 
go over our docwn nt v r c refully with n e to its 
literary composition. 

1th all good i h , I ~emain 

V r., cordi 11:i you ~, 

AHSaB 



l'ORUED DY TUE CONSOLIDATION 01' 

EKANtJ-EL CONGREGATION 

AND TBUPLE BBTH•EL 

CONGREGATION EMANU- EL 
OF' THE CITY OF' NEW YORK 

FIF"TH AVENUE AT SIXTY· FIF'TH STREET 

April 23, 1937. 

Samuel Schulman, D.D.,D.H.L., 
Rabbi Emeritus 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

Dear Colleague: 

Please give this letter and the enclosures your earnest con
sideration. You can understand what trouble I have gone to in order 
to circularize the whole Conference. For months I have debated in 
my mind whether I should do this. Considering all the circumstances, 
I have determined that it is my duty. 

On page 88 of the Year Book, Vol. XLVI, 1936, the President of 
the Conference announced "that Rabbi Samuel Schulman who was Chairman 
of the Connnission, (on the Formulation of the Principles) became 111 

in the midst of the work and the Connnittee had to continue without 
the Chairman. Since that time Rabbi Schulman had resigned from tho 
Connnlssion and the President had appointed Rabbi Cohon to act as 
Chairman and to draft a report for the Convention". 

This is a true statement but must be supplemented. From it a 
hearer or reader could never gather that Rabbi Schulman, as a matter 
of fact, had completed the first stage of the work and had presented 

a complete Draft of Principles for the Guidance of the Modern Jew 
which he sent to evory member of the Connnittee which then consisted 
of eleven members, March 21, 1936. Briefly, the history of this 
matter is as follows: 

On Docembor 25, 1935 at a meeting of the Committee in New York 
City, I was unanimously chosen to be Chairman of this Committee, pre
sumably because the Connnittee had confidence in my ability and ex
perience to do the work. I was also unanimously chosen to make a first 

Draft of Principles, which was to be sent to every member of the • 
Connnitteo in accordance ·with tho procedure described in my covering 
lotter to the Committee, which you havo as an enclosure. Some members 

of tho Connnittoe innncdiately upon receipt, praisod my work ve~y highly; 
othemof courso differed with things in it. Tho socond meeting of the 
Connnittee at which I was to presont a socond·Draft as a result of what• 

ever criticisms and connnents I would receive, was held in New York 
April 22nd. April 20th I was operated on in Mt. Sinai Hospital, New 
York,and remained in the Hospital fifteen weeks. Thank God my health 
is now completely restored. I never heard anything further about this 

affair until early in June or late in May, while still at the Hospital, 
I received a conmunication which was sent to members of the Conference 

last year and which contained the matter drawn up by Rabbi Cohon. If 
I had remained Chairman of the Committee this would formally have boon 

presented in my name.I thoreforo withdrew from both positions. 



I now submit to you my original Draft exactly as I sent it to the 
Committee with the covering letter to the Committee, so that you can · 
judge for yourselves what is involved. I must add that as to length, 
it was never intended by me that my Draft should be retained in its 
present length. As the covering letter to the Committee shows,! 
wanted to give my complete thought which included argumentatiop · expect
ing the cooperation of the Committee in the form of corrections, 
suggestions, eliminations and new contributions, My Draft can be cut 
in half. However, excessive brevity as in tho present second Draft of 
Rabbi Cohen, has the disadvantage of sententiousness and therefore a 
measure of obscurity which !rulkes it unclear for the reader as to what 
is really meant. Frankly, a statement made by the Conference on all 
the themes covered in my Draft would need at least 2500 words, but 
this is not too long considering the seriousness of the enterprise. 

I do not wish to go into details or criticisms of Rabbi Cohen's 
Draft. This was thoroughly discussed at the last meeting of the 
Conference. You will see if you take the trouble to give me an hour 
and read carefully my Draft and compare it with what is now before the 
Conference that the spirit of my Draft is different, the method of 
approach and the note of emphasis on Religion as contrasted with Race 
which runs all through it. 

Unless the Conference has something new in the.nature of a fresh 
orientation; unless the Conference fearlessly deals with the realit-
ies and is not content to give a merely academic and innocuous presenta
tion it should not make any presentation at all. I have had my doubts 
originally about the necessity for such a presentation. The fact is 
at the first meeting of the Committee, there were four in favor and 
four against making any presentation. I cast the deciding vote in 
favor, on the principle that a Captain does not des ert the ship, and 
I therefore advised that at least an attempt be made in this extra
ordinarily difficult matter. But unless we can do something exception
ally worth while, we should do nothing. We have lived fif~y years 
without any Statement and we can get alone for a few years more without 
it. What I would like is that · my Draft as it is now before you, be 
given serious thought; that it, together with the material as drawn up 
by Rabbi Cohon, be referred again to the Committee - perhaps an en
larged Committee - and that we present a new thing. We need not be 
in a hurry in this matter; we can wait for a few years if necessary. 

I call your attention to the fact that in my presentation I discuss 
Authority, the most important question before Reform Judaism today,a 
question with which the World Union for Progressive Judaism is grappling. 
I di~uss Religion and Science. This is a living question. Our young 
people are drifting away from us because of the influence in Educational 
Institutions. liave we nothing to say to them? You need not take my 
words but search your consciences and ask whether we ought not to do 
something about such matters. On the most controversial paragraph, 
that which refers to _-:Israel, I have tried as much as possible to meet 
the needs of tho Nationalists. I think it can best be done by stating 
the fact that there are two schools · of thought. I have discussed 
Revelation; I have discussed Torah, and for the first time in a document 
of a Reform body, I have identified the original force of the connotation 
of Torah with the Moral Law which is tho Torah of the Prophots, and 
tho Prophets refer to suah Toran_ 



In the Preamble, I bring out clearly Israel's emphasis of Spirit 
as against Race. Furthermore, in my Statement on America as an 
opportunity for Israel, I give a living example of a Commonwealth 
based on "Spiri t•1 not on "Racen, and why should we not glory in our 
American Judaism which flourishes in such an evironment? 

I Hi. VE ALREADY tffiITTEN TOO MUCH. I SUM UP. BY SAYING, PLEASE 
READ MY STATEMENT. YOU WILL FIND IN IT MODERN THOUGHT COMBINED WITH 
AN INTENSE JEWISH SPIRIT AND A DISTINCTIVE JEWISH WAY OF PRESENTING 
THINGS. 

I appeal especially to the younger members of the Conference to 
support me despite the fact that I may seem to have been a little too 
strenuous in the paraeraph on Authority in my Statement. I am not 
clamoring for words but for the spirit and content of what I have 
written. 

It cost mo woeks of work while I was in Palm Beach last winter. 
Write me a word of encouracement if you can see your way to do so. 
Write me your comments at all events, to my office, #3 East 65th 
Street, New York City. 

With cordial greetings and best wishes, 

Very sincerely yours, 



I -. -
DOPY OF THE LETTER SENT TO 'I'HE MEMBERS OF THE 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE EXPLAINING THE METHOD OF 
DRAWING UP THE STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES FOR THE 
GUIDANCE OF THE MODERN JEW. 

Palm 3each, Florida, March 21, 1936. 

Dear Colleague, 

You will agree that the task assigned to me is most difficult. I 
have tried to perform it to the best of my ability. My aim has been to 
obtain a unanimous report. It would be highly undesirable to bring to 
the conference majority and minority reports. 

As you can see from the minutes of the last committee meeting,I 
have utilized every idea that has been suggested as a posslble sub ject 
for a division in the Stntement~ This has made the Statement longer 
than we calculated as containing some two thousand words. If. we are 
to cover all that was su ;gested, our Statement must be longer than one 
of two thousand words. I do recognize than even so the Statement as 
I have drafted it can be shortened but after much reflection I have 
concluded to give my whole thoueht which is partly a rgumentative and 
lea ve to the members of tho committee the recommendation of' abbreviations 
This recommendation can go, of course, together with any contributions 
in the na~1re of omissions of paragraphs or suggestions of new thou~hts 
by the members of the committee, I need not assure you that I welcome 
all sur,gesttons and criticisms. 

As to the spirit of my Statement,I wish to say that what I aimed 
at was the emphasis of the unity of Israel. The conditions which con
front us are altogether different from those which confronted the men 
who drew up the Pittsburgh Platform. I a imed at formulating the prin
ciples of Judaism rather than emphasizing aggressively the partisan 
view of reform Judaism. Reform Judaism has as a matter of fact in
f luenced Jewry in all its nect5.ons. Our history has been made. And 
in this Statement I do as I think sufficiently make clear our liberal 
attitude toward tradition. You will observe that I make positive state
ments and very rarely say what wo do not believe. I think the only 
negative statement I make is -with respect to the belief in a personal 
Messiah. 

Please read my Statement with sympathy andoon 't shoot at the 
Organist. Please send to me no later than April 10th, to my office 
at 3 East 65th Street, New York City, your cm~ents. In commenting, 
please note whether it is preamble or any of the divisions according 
to number. Send a carbon of the letter of comment to Dr. Bernard Heller 
so that he can,according to the decision at the last meeting of the 
committee,send copies to all tho members of the committee so that overy 
member of the committee will have before him not only my statement but 
a copy of the comments of all the other members of the committee. 

Tho next meeting of the committee will be April 22. If I get 
your comments in time it will b0 possible for me to make the new 
draft in time for the next meeting of the connnittee. 

With very best wishes, 

Cordially yours, 

(Signed) S. SCHULMAN 
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DRAFT 

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES FOR THE GUIDANCE 
OF THE MODERN JEW 

by S. Schul:m..'"l.n, former Cho. irnnn C omni t tee 

PREAMBLE 

The time in which we o.re living is one of great confusion of 
thought. There is in it a tremendous challenge to the spiritua.l 
tradition of the ethical monotheism of Judaism, und of the teach
ings of the great daughter religion which sprang from it. There 
is a break-down of religious faith nnd thus an impairment of the 
source of moral obligation. There is a decline of the conscious
ness of human brotherhood, the historic product of the belief in 
the Divine Fatherhood. We see the resurgence of brutal racio.l 
fanaticism. Humanity, despite its magnificent scientific achieve
ments and material progress, is threatened -..·11th the destruction of 
civilization by the spirit of war, vi-hich is ro.npa.nt as the outcome 
of its aggressive nationalisms. There has been reaction against 
liberty and democro.cy, by the help of v1hich r:m.ny human beings ha.ve 
been anabled to live with mutual respect and cooperation. 

Israel is the historic community \"Jh i ch has borne v1itness to 
the truths of God nnd His La.vi of Rightcousneso and to the ultimate 
union of nations when they vii 11 pilgrim to tho "Mountain of the Lord" 
and learn of his 1,·1a.y, and, therefore, not learn v1ar anymore. Israel 
has especially been mo.de to suffer because of the disintegration of 
religious faith in the V!estern v!orld n.nd because of the insistence 
upon ro.ce instead of spirit ns the criterion of humo.n worth. In 
accordance with the tradition of Judaism, to become conscious of 
its vita.l principles in times when they were questioned, it hns 
been felt by the Central Conference of Amorico.n Rabbis o.s ndvisuble 
tho.t for the heartening of our own Jev1ioh fa.1th and for the making 
cleo.r of our position in the Yiorld and for the strengthening of the 
unity of Israel, o. Proclamation be ma.de of who.ta.re the indestruc
tible forces in Judaism o.nd of v1hnt it holds of spiritual value for 
mankind, 

----------
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I. 

To o. v1orld in which there is danger of man' s self-deification, 
Judai~m reaffirms that the Supreme Reality for human life is not 
man, but God. Man is the child of God. Man's glory and salvation 
are to be obtained by obedience of the Law of Righteousness, for 
the trans la tiop of v1hich in to the life of the indi vidua. 1 and of 
society, he is responsible to God. Man's spiritual being is in 
the image of God. Hith the acknov1ledgment of God as the Holy Law
Giver and loving Father, man rises in value and achieves culture 
and blessedness. With the denial of God, he loses the goal of his 
aspiration and the authority for his self-discipline. 

Judaism recognizes that God has v1itnesses in the lives of all 
peoples. The universality of the religious sentiment, despite the 
diversity of its expression in history, is the evidence of man's 
seeking God and God's revealing Himself to man. Judaism claims that 
it presents the most exalted conception of God, as thi s is taught 
by our Holy Scriptures, in which is found the original revelation 
through the Prophets, which wao developed by Jowish teachers in ac
cordo.nce with the progresn i ve thought and knor;ledge of the agen in 
which they lived. The evolution of man's l:nor1ledge of God is growth 
and development from the seed uov,n in the human spirit by the reveal
ing God. 

Judaism teaches that God is the One Absolute Being, Vvho made the 
uni verse, Whose mind is r•eflected in it and in the mental life of 
man, and Who is more than the universe and tro.nscendo it. God io 
very near to man. As our Sages put i t, "God is near in every kind 
of nearness." He is the Supremo Persona lity in PovJor, in Wisdom 
and in Goodness. He is infinitely trans cendent and more than nature 
and man by His Unity and Holiness. By Hi n attributes of justice and 
love, He manifests His Waye· to man, and man i s to imitate them. 
God's love is the ethical root of the conception of the brotherhood 
of humanity, irrespective of racial descent. Ju~tice in the idec l 
which is to regulate in righteousne s n and equity tho relations of 
human beings amidst the variety of their talents, virtues and 
achievements. God is tho only Reality and becomes for man the 
everlasting Ideal, but ri!-1ich no mortal r.1nn can realize in perfec
tion. 

II. 

God, according to Judaism, revealed Himoc lf to the human race 
by His Law, which is the expre □ s ion of His ways. He gave a Torah --
a Law ., vJhi ch teaches, guides and governs human li vcs. This Law is 
obligatory upon human beings. The knov1ledge of God, according to 
Jev1ish teachings, is obtained only through right living. We real-
ize God in our moral experiences -- in our acceptance of His Law of 
justice and love, not merely ns theory but as the practice of right
eousness and loving kindness. There is no other way by which we can 
prove the reality of our faith in Him and the sincerity of our mystic 
communion v:ith Him• Judaism makes the ethical life the content of 
the religious sentiment. Thero 13 perfect fusion according to Juda
ism, between ethics and religion. The Torah,as the Moral Lo.w, is 
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the creative power which has given value to all ceremonial laws and 
institutions which, in the history of Israel, have proven helpful 
as signs and symbols for Israel's education. The Torah is the 
inspiring genius which has shaped the thought of the Jew, determined 
his aspiration and hope, his self-discipline and his consciousness 
of consecration as a servant of God. It has produced his spiritual 
culture, as this is expressed in the literature, also called Torah, 
which through the ages has been built up on the Torah of the Bible 
as its foundation. 

III. 

Judaism teaches that Israel has been chosen to bear witness 
to God and to His Torah. The essence of Israel as a people, and 
the purpose of its unique martyred experience in history, is its 
mission to proclaim to the world the truth, that God is One Who 
will not give His glory to another, and to the further truth that 
righteous living is the only condition of salvation for all human 
beings, irrespective of their race or creed. Man is saved by 
obedience of law. Even as Science has brought home to man the 
truth that law is the revelation of the Supreme Power through 
nature, so Judaism teaches that law is the revelation of God to 
the human spirit. Israel has gone through many changes with 
respect to the condition of its life as an historic community. 
It began as a cluster of tribes. It was cons olidated into a 
political nation, and had its State in ancient times. With the 
growing mastery of the religious idea in its life, its hospitality 
welcomed human beings of all races -- received them into the Jewish 
faith and into membership in the household of Israel. It was dis
persed all over the world. But in all its experiences it remained 
true to the consciousness that its meaning and destiny as a people 
was to be a Priest of God in the world. Reli gion is the dominant 
factor of Jewish consciousness and the substa~ce of Israel's 
peoplehood. As such, Israel can and ought to live all over the 
world and can be part of any nation. It is the Keneseth Yisrael -
the congregation of Israel -- loyal to God. 

As is well known, there are today two schnols of thought with 
respect to the nature of Israel. One school, carrying on the tra
ditions of the Historic Reform movement in modern times, insists 
that Israel today is a religious community, and nothing else. The 
other school insists that Israel is a nation and not merely a reli
gious community. This Conference at its convention in 1935, wisely 
declared that henceforth the conference assume sn attitude of 
neutrality in this debate, leaving to the individual the decision 
as to whether he should think of Israel in nationalistic or in ex
clusively religious terms. This wise decision makes it possible 
for brethren to dwell together in unity and work together for the 
ideas of a liberal progressive Judaism. 

This dwelling in unity will be fostered by the united work 
of all Jews on behalf of the settlement of a section of Israel in 
Palestine. Palestine is not only today the best opportunity for 
hundreds of thousands of Jews to find o. home, but the contact with 
the old homeland of Israel, saturated as it is with the memories of 
the Prophets, saints and heroes who created Judaism, gives promise 
of a rejuvenation of Israel's religious spirit. 
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We reaffirm that the mission of Israel remains today what it 
always was -- to prove in its life amidst any circumstances, the 
reality of God and the bindingness of His Law of justice and love, 
An Israel without a consciousness of loyalty to God's covenant made 
with it at Sinai, is simply unthinkable. By religion it has lived 
and survived all persecution. By religion alone, will it live in 
the future. Without religion it ceases to be Israel. As our Sages 
say, "one God throuGh Israel and one Israel through God." 

rv. 
Judaism teaches a great hope for mankind. It is the hope for 

the complete establishment of the Kingdom of God in the "End of 
Days." Reform Judaism does not center the realization of this hope 
in any one person ca.lled the Messiah. It harks back to the vision 
of those prophets of old who did not speak of any particular person, 
but envisaged God Himself as bringing about His Kingdom. The King
dom of God, for the coming of which Israel prays every day, is the 
manifestation of God's power of righteousness in a perfected human 
society, in a v1orld in \·1hic!1. iniquity will have been made dumb, wick
edness will have passed away lite o. cloud, in which the just will 
rejoice and all human beings will be united in the doing of God's 
will whole-heartedly. The world will be full of the knowledge of 
God as waters covering the sea. This Messianic hope, stripped of 
all temporary expressions of it, means the ideal of unlimited human 
moral and spiritual progress. God is in His world a.nd in human 
souls now. Humanity's growing acceptance of Him will assure the 
evolution of humanity's righteousness. Israel's function in his-
tory is to teach and to work for the realization of this ideal. 
In accordance with the belief of some great Jewish thinkers Judaism 
recoe;nizes the providential mission of great religions lil:e Christ
ianity and Mohammedanism, which sprang from it, but Israel feels 
in a spirit of faith and ho:pe that its v1ork is not completed. It is 
conscious of the unique vnlue of its conception of God o.nd of its 
ideals for life. 

v. 
The genius of Judaism concerns itself more with conduct than 

with belief. It stresses the importance of the Halachah -- the right 
way of living, and loaves to the individual the free interpretation 
of fundamental religious truths, which interpretation, in accordance 
with Jewish trndition0.l terminology, is called Haggada.h. The Divine 
revelation aims nt life's sanctification. God is to be sanctified 
in the deeds of a pure and holy life of the individual and in the 
righteousness and justice of human society, Judo.lsm's method is a 
two-fold one, It seeks to train the individual in dnily self
disciplino by the observa.nce of the ceremonia.l law. Recognizing 
the distinction between the moral laws and the ~eremoninl laws with
in our Torah, and seeing in the former the essence of the Divine 
revelation and in the latter, forms of the religious life which 
are the product of the cultural environment in Which they arose, 
and, therefore,· may change accordinG to different conditions of life, 
we nevertheless empho.size that it is indispensable to Judaism that 
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human lives be encompassed with speci8.l laws , observ2,nces and cus-
toms that bring vividly the presence of God into them. Our time • 
denands the re-education of Jewish souls and the rebuilding of 
Jewish homes by the hallowing power of Jewish observance and by the 
morally invigorating influence of the spirit of sacrifice which 
must be the in~vitable ac eompaniment of the effort of a religious 
minority to maintain its individuality in the midst of a non-Jewish 
environJnent • 

As to Society, Judaism in accordance with the spirit of our 
Prophets and of the legislation of the Pentateuch, the Torah of the 
greatest of them, Moses, re-asserts in our troubled times, the duty 
of those who are loyal to Judaism, to promote the great movement 
for more social justice in the world. S-ympathy with the poor and 
the weak has always been keen in the life of Israel. The love of 
God can only be proved by the love of the fellowman. A live reli
gion muGt be in constant sympathy with the masses . The function of 
such a religion is to be the unremitting lnspiration to more justice 
and equity in the relation of human beings. Judaism, as a religion, 
is not committed to any particular political, economic or social 
theory. It is, as every great religion ought to be, a quickening 
influence on behalf of j 1 ~stice and humanity in the State from which 
the Church, according to our American tradition, must remain separQte~ 

VI. 

America is a gr0at opportunity for Israel. It is tho first 
nation in history that has deliberately organized itself on the basis 
of human rights. Not blood or racial descent , but the dignity of 
the human spirit is the cornerstone of the National life. America, 
by its genius and constitution, is the very opposite of any theory 
which makes a modern nation rest upon racial origin instead of the 
moral worth of the individual. America, therefore, is the prophet-
ic symbol of the time when human belngs v1ill be united to form 
commonwealths, not on the basis of race or creed, but rather on tho 
basis of their common humanity. We believe that with liberty of 
the individual and justice in society and democracy as a form of 
government , the State becomes an effective instrument for the 
building of God's Kingdom on onrth. Religion is the inspiration 
or the soul. The State is tho realization or body. 

VII. 

Judaism addresses itself to the conw:unity and to the individual. 
It conceives the individual as integrated in the society of which ho 
is part . It trains the individual to sock his salvation, not in 
isolation, but in nssocin.tion with his fellowmen. Tho message of 
Judaism to man is not to savo his soul, but so to livo as to build 
the kingdom of God in justice and love. Religion is conceived as 
a social power. The root of tho social fruit is, however, always 
the individual. Ho is responsible as a free agent. Ho is judged 
and will be judged for his conduct by tho Right0ous Power which in 
tho soul of tho individual and in the history of peoples is working 
out His providential purpose. The individual, child of God, created 
in His imago, is destined ton future life beyond the grnvo, in which 
God's justice and mercy vJill be fully manifested in him for his 
salvation and bliss. 
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VIII. 

In these trying times we have, in order to strengthen Jewish 
unity, attempted to make clear the fundamental teachings of tTudaism 
in a manner that might be acceptable to all Jews. We, nevertheless, 
reassert the liberalism and progressive spirit which have influenced 
the thought of Jewry in tho Hestern world, as this is represented 
in our Conference. We assert that God revealed Himself to Israel 
and the world through our Scripture. Tho essence of tho Revelation 
is tbo announcement of the Reality of God's unity and holiness, and 
tho V!ay of Life for man. Tho medium of the Rovolatlon was tho human 
mind and this was, naturally, tho child of tho Age in which it lived 
and of tho cul turo which it ha.d. Thero is, therefore, in tho Bible , 
o. Divine and o.lso n human clo:ment . Tho Revelation was not intended 
to give scientific knowledge of the universe, but to impnrt ns is 
imparted to the mystic Prophutic oxporionce, kno\1'/lodge of God. 
Thero cannot, thoroforo, be any conflict botvvGcn tho Bible as tho 
organ o.f Divine Revelation and Science ns tho organized knor1lodge 
of nll phenomena . God rcvoo.ln Himself through tho truth of scientific 
knov.1 lcdge as r.1011 as through tho t1•uth of tho moro.l o.nd spiritual 
idoo.s of Scripture, or of nny grcnt soul of nny nge. Science is 
not tho YJholo of truth, boca.use it cnn never bo the truth of tho 
v1holo of life. Science doo.ls rd.th ri1echnnisms nnd processes nnd not 
v1ith spirit o.nd purpose. It emphasizes cnusnl connections and law 
and remnins silent in tho prosonco of tho mystery of tho whole of 
existence and of tho freedom of tho human spirit and the values of 
life as grasped by that spirit. Religion, through faith, achieves 
an appreciation of the whole of life. It finds life's meaning, 
its worth and its blessedness, through a 1J . .nion of man's spirit 
with the Reality of God. 

The evil of our time is the deification of science , the pride 
of man. We need a regeneration of humility and faith which make man 
worship God. Man rose by lookine; up to a Greater than man. We 
welcome science and believe it our duty to follow it. Han's rea. 
ron is an instrument for the attainment of one aspect of truth. 
But v;e do not acknov1ledge the self-sufficiency of science. Not by 
reason, but by faith do the righteous live . Recognizing the human 
element in the Bible, we distinguish in the Bible that which is 
permanent and that which 5.s transient. We seo in it much of what is 
obsolete science and outgrov,n knov,ledgo. \; e sco in it forms of 
religious life v.rhich may be obsolete because not suitable for the 
conditions amidst which Israel lives today. But we feel that Re
ligion, being its ov,n master and croa ting its ov1n symbols, religious 
forms cannot always be determined as to their value from tho stand
point of reas on or utility. Thero is an emotional as well as ra
tional clement in hur110.n life. The omot iono.l is tho driving pov;or -
tho reason is tho guiding light. What, therefore., ho.s boun proved 
by tho experience of Isrnel in the aees helpful to the religious 
life, v,e should cherish. :!e or.1pho.size tho liberty of tho indi viduo.l., 
but vro oqunlly emphasize the duty of his humility if he wishes to 
be loyal to Jud~ism, to o.vail himself of the help of ceremonial 
laws and symbols for tho fructification of his life in pui->ity nnd 
holiness. 
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For implementing of the Jewish religious life we have two 
great powers -- the Synagogue and Prayer. 

The Synagogue is the great social power for the perpetuation 
of Israel. It is the sanctuary in which Israel meets its God. 
It is the visible expression of the essence of Israel. Prayer is 
the power which unites the individual with God. It is, as a great 
American thinker puts it, "Religion in Action." It is the mental 
and spiritual attitude of man's communication with God. For him 
who cannot pray, God does not exist as an objective Reality out
side of man, and more than man, the Power Yvho is not ourselves• 
He who can pray, renews in the only concrete way possible, his ac
ceptance of God. To use the phrase of our Sages, "When in Prayer 
we declare God's unity -- we accept •the yoke of the Kingdom,'" 
What our time needs 1s especially the revival of the habit of pray
er. The doing of justice and the loving of mercy, which are the 
fruit of real religion, have their root in the humility and their 
flower in the gladness of walking with God in Prayer. 

x. 

To strengthen Judaism in modern life, there must be a due 
proportion between liberty of the individual and respect for au
thority. In fact, that is the problem of the whole of modern life 
-- to find a harmonious relation between the two. Without authority 
liberty becomes license and anarchy and is destructive of human 
society. Without liberty authority becomes tyranny and is destruc
tive of life's supreme value, the freedom of the individual soul. 
Judaism, with its tradition of the Prophetic Spirit, has laid great 
stress upon the conscience of the individual from which all prog
ress emanates• Every social reform v1as first an ideal and aspira
tion in an individual soul. Our Conference, with its tradition 
of the right of the individual to his new lntorprotation of Judaism, 
has harked back to tho dignlty of tho lindividual, to his right to 
freedom, as roprcscntod in the Prophets and Haggadists. In the 
last analysis, authority can only be accepted as the urge and duty 
of the individual conscience. • 

In Israel's Historic life, authority was based on tho original 
revelation in Scripture, as this was interpreted by the Rabbis who 

, were leaders by tho right of intolloct, learning and character. 
The individual thus became an authority for other individuals. 
This authority was established by the willing acceptance by the 
people of Israel. Tho people, imbued with faith, respected the 
authority of their teachers. In our time, and especially as a 
natural result of tho Reform movomont in Judaism, respect for 
authority has boon in groat measure, undermined, so that we 
find that many o.n individual docs "Vfuat is good in his own eyes." 
The individual Rabbi, especially in our party, has accustomed him
self to be his own authority. 

We would not enslave any one's mind. But without an excessive 
humility we ought honestly to be able to soc that Prophets and 
original Revealers arc never very common. They certainly arc 
not numerous in modern Jewry. We, thcrcfor0, feel that it is 
important in our day to emphasize tho truth~- that while tho 
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individual conscience is stil1 tho final authority, the conscience, 
if sincere, will seek information. It will not treat lightly the 
truths by which Israel lived in the pasto It will not spurn for 
the sake of self-indulgence, the reverence due tradition. It will 
seek the corrective of youth's natural dogmatic self-assertior. in 
the opinion of the leader who has made his reputo.tion for inte1lect, 
learning, and character. And it will, above all, not refuse in a 
spirit of rebellion to be guided by the deliberate pronouncement 
of a Rabbinical Body which represents a large section of Israel and 
presumnbly reflects its faith, its wisdom and its will. The Com
munity, as led by its spiritual leaders who interpret the heritage 
of Israel, is the authority for the individual. Should a Prophet 
arise in our midst, his character will only be proved by the per
manent fruits of his originality, which can only be made visible in 
generations after him. For the average individual, pure individual
ism is anarchy and, therefore, is in the deepest sense, anti-social 
and irreligious. Without liberty our religion ceases to grow and 
develop. Without authority, it dis:tntegrates and dies out. In time 
of excessive authority, liberty must assert itself. In our time of 
excessive liberty, some form of authority must be reestablished. 

XI. 

We have formulated the above principles not in any spirit of 
dogmatism. We have not attempted to write a creed which the genius 
of Judaism does not favor and which in accordance with the tradition 
of our Conferen ce would be unacceptable. Loving our sacred heritage 
of Judaism, seeking ways to perpetuate :tt in our critical times, 
anxious to emphasize the unity of the household of Israel, we present 
this Statement as a guidance for the lj_fe of the modern Jew. We 
face the world without fear. We envisage every threat to Israel 
without dismay. We trust in God Yiho abides while generations with 
their problems and persecutions pass away. We accept with reverence 
the Law of God as the source of salvation, of justice, love, and 
peace for the human race. We re-affirm with an indestructible 
optimism born of faith in a God who rules the world, our hope in the 
triumph of His Kingdom and our belief that humanity is developing 
towards the goal of tho Prophets. \"ie assert that, in the words of 
Isaiah, no weapon forged against Israel will prosper, that as tho 
Servant of God, Israel will persist, and tlmt the word of God will 
not depart from Israel's seed forever. We are confident that in 
cooperation with the good men and women of all creeds and races we 
can do our share in making the world better and hastening the King
dom of God. We pray that tho Kingdom may come speedily. 
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lq 3, 193'1. 

Jlabbt. lelix .L Lev 1 
Preaid.lnt, Central gonferenoe of .American Rabble, 
Congregational ~1, 
445 llelro•• Street, 
Chicago, lllinol1. 

Dear Babbl Leva 

I herebJ' -.lee applloatlon tor •u•oo1a,e member1h1p• in the 
Central Oonterenoe of .American Babbie. 

!o • religion 11 a un1veraal exper1enoe. lehind Judala u4 
Ohri1tia:alt7, 11 10zuthi11g g:rea\er than• ther religion ltaelt. 

1or \hi• reaaon I have 1o'Dgbt to offlliate iv••lf wi•b ..,-reputable religious bo~ that will grant freedom of thoiJ&ht • 
.lt present I have fellow1hip not only 1th Unitarian• but with 
UniTer1ali1t1, Oongregationali1t1, aad ~r•• • , 

I owe the Jewilh race a greater spiritual debt than~ o\her 
people. ~ of our rabbi• are -.v olo•• friends, indeed, . I feel 
oloser to them in thoupl and purpose than to 1101, Ohri1tian1. 

Would you and your tellow1 aacept • as an •associate 11911lber• of the Oentral Confereaoe of .American Ba'bbi1t I don't a.alt tor the 
ript to votes indeed I prolaably would not t1n4 time to attend 
••tlnca. lb" application to 7ou u4 ·JOU aoo~tanoe would be merel.1' a 1711'bol of a widAtr relifiOQI tellowlhlp, an outward 11&11ite1tation of a spirihal ooar&claab p whloh alreaq ezt,,a. 

J'a1 \hfulq' 
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DILWORTH LUPI'ON 

CHADBOURNE A. SPRING 

Minuter, 

THE FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH 
( Univenali1t-Unitarian) 

EUCLID AVE. AT EAST 82ND STREET 

CLEVELAND 

D~. Abbe H~l el Silver , 
The Temnle, 

c:oel Roa· ~ 

'-'- , st 10~ c: Street, 
Cle"\/ clan , o:.io. 

Dear Aoba: 

I nrn e c1 0'"'.;"' 0- - - .:>.--~~ a co "\r of 
- L 

sentlin to R' i Levy . 

I L! 0'""7 ay er ' _.:1 • 

_et ter ·;Li c .. I :.ntend 

Your COJ'Il! e ts WO ld be V r~r . llCu ,, reci. ced • • 
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PORT OP 

CO O CHBR 'l'RAI I 
'1'0 Th 

CO ISSIO O JBWI H EDUCATIO 

ntl 

'th '1' ach r '1'r 1n1ng Oowe:ttte baa continued 1ta work aa 1n 
previoua 7eara. MtDJ ot our book■ and 17llabi tor 'l' aoher Train
ing have b n di1tributed dur!,ng th 7 ar. Our m1Mogr&ph pub
lication, "The Jewi■h ! acb r wa iaaued. aa a quarterl7, edit 
b7 DP. aaa~,el O oran. In aooordanoe with our u ual ouato■, we 
hav helped to plan the program, and have participated 1n th oon
v ntiona ot everal 'reacher ' oo1at1ona. e hav ao ai-11-.. v-
a m1wb r ot teach ra' etinga 1n other cown,n:t ti ■• Our Educa-
tional Dil' tor lectured at th convention or the Or at Lakes 
Teaohera Aaaooiation, held 1n Octob r 1n 1agara Pall, and at th 
Oh1o-M1ch1gan-Indiana T aoh r A ■ooiation, held 1n Cleveland in 

ovellb r. At the Union convention 1n ew Orleena, he conducted 
~MliJl. tor the tional Pederation ot 'l'empl Siat rhooda on 

Jewiah Education. In thia panel, Dr. kowita, a 119111ber or the Coant aion, and Dr. Rabinowita, our Director ot Youth Activitiea 
participat • 

In addition to the above, our uc tional Director vi ited 
the following 0011111111n1 tiea 1n which teach r ' tinge w r arranged tor the oocaa1ons Toledo, Youngatown, t. Louia. Some ot th 
ubjeot pr aented were• Method.a ot aohtng Jniah H1 torJ, 

Bible, B brew, Cu tOJU and C remonie, Current Eventa. 

1aita ot th memb r ot the Ccwniaaion, and or our 
uc tional Director 1n connection with Teacher Training work 1n 

our Ct"nnun1t1ea were ott n utilia bJ the rabbi• a an■ ot 
atiw,1 ting a g neral inter t 1n Jewiah education 1n their o1t1 ■• 

tJnd r th au pice■ ot the Teach r 'l'r•1D1ng Coantttee, a 
t aoh r' book, "Into th Pro.--, .. d I•nd," prepared b7 Dr. ari 1 L. 
1■ nb rg been publiahed. Th book givee car tul d velo nt ot th 1 aona 1n the pupil' text ot the title, prepar d b 

Rabbi Jacob D. Schlr •• Th aS ■a or aoh 1 aeon u-e giv n 1n t nm ot a oour■e 1n the Bible a lit r ture. ugg ationa tor handwork, 
draaat1sat1on, and oth r proJeota e alao giv n, (Porth aak ot 
eoonOJQ, thia book hae b en ,n1meogr ph .) 

A monogr ph ent1tl , "Piotur 1 1n the Jewiah R ligiou 
School, pr pared bJ DJ,. Mr • Asri l L. Biaenberg ia now 1n 
pre• and will be ot pecial int r t t teach r■• It oont 1na 



a list of 1497 pictures Which are available 1n varioua ■eta, which 
may be purchased b7 the Jewish religious school. These pictures 
are classified und r various subjects - biblical, post-biblical, 
medieval, and modern. 'l'h97 should help to at1mulate the uae or 
viaua.1 aids 1n Jewish education in our schools. 

Another work entitled, A Teacher's Book ror 'In the Land 
of Kings and Prophets,' prepared by Mr. Samuel Zaretsk1, is now 
1n the hand■ or our committee. This, we hope, will soon be 
released and will be available 1n mimeographed form tor the 
caning 7ear. 

We are continuing our work 1n preparing other teachers' 
books to meet the various need• of the teachers 1n our religious schools. • 

Respectfully submitted. 

Rabbi Samuel M. Blumenfield 
Dr·. Jacob R. Marcus 
Dr. Julian Morgenstern 
Dr. Abba H. Silver 
Dr. Wm. H. Fineshriber, Chairman 
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TIBIIB IT§AAC ~o'WJI§JE TJE~JL1E 
K.K.Bnai Yeshurun 

Cincinnati , Ohio 
o --

OFFICE - READING ROAD AND NORTH CRESCENT AVENUE 

TELEPHONES -AVON 0334 -AVON 0335 

R A B B IS 

James G .Heller Samuel Wohl 

1 ay 14 
1 .57 

RabJi Abba tlil l el Jilver 
The empJe 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr . oilver: 
~ 

Since the enclosed was written, I have co.-
ferred with the Pr / sident oft e Conference 
and the resident of the Union . Both agree 
that action is necessary . I should like to 
have ~ our co ~ment on th~se su gestio n s. 

ith very best wishes, am 

ever , 



Tentative 
PRO G RA l\'I 

FORTY-EIGHTH 

ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF TIIE 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 

TUESDAY, MAY TWENTY-FIFTH 

SUNDAY, MAY THIRTIETH 

NINETEEN HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SEVEN 



PROGRAM 
Tuesday, May 25th, 9 :30 A. M. 

MEETING 01• THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Tuesday Evening, 8 :00 o clock 
Opening Prayer 
Address of Welcome .......................................................... Mr. imon Lazarm~ 
Reply to Greetings ............ ................................................. ..... Max C. Currick 
President's M ssage .................................................................... Felix A. Levy 
Memorial Resolutions: 

Barnett A. EJzas .................................................................... Joshua Bloch 
Sol L. I ory ..... .................. .......................... .. .......... ......... Georg- Solomon 

Kaddish 
Clo ing Prayer 

Wednesday Morning, May 26th, 9 :30 A. M. 
Opening Prayer 
Roll Call 
REPORTS: 

President .................................................................... .. Felix A. Levy 
Recording Secl'eta1·y .. .. ... . . . . . . . . ... . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . ......... .. Isaac E. Marcus on 
Corresponding Sec1'eta1·y ........................... ... .............. Samuel M. Gup 
Treasurer ............................. ......................... "· ...... Harry S. Margolis 
Finance .. . ... .. .. ... ... ...... .. .... .. . ... .. .. ... .. .... . .. .. . . ... .... ...... Samuel M. Gup 
Investment~ ................ .. ................... ., ................... Harry S. Margolis 
Publications ................................................................ Isaac E. Marcuson 
Solicitations .......................................................... Harry S. Margolis 
Tracts . ... . .... . . . .. . . . . . .. .. .. . . ... . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . .. ... Leo M. Franklin 
Church and 'Late .................................................... ... ......... Jo eph Rauch 
Cooperation with International and 

National Organizations ....................................... ...... ..... Felix A. Levy 
Synagog Council ....................... .......... ................... ...... .. Samuel Schulman 
International Peace ........... ................... .................... .. Philip S. Bernstein 

REPORT: 
Social Justice 

PAPER: 

'\iVednesday Afternoon 

Barnett R. Brickner 

Intermarriage ...... .... . ... . ............................ .... .................. Louis L. Mann 
Constitution and By-Laws 

Wednesday Evening, 8 :00 o'clock 
PAPER: 

Sabbath and Holiday Observance .................................. Israel Harburg 



Thursday Morning, May 27th 9 :30 A. 1\1. 
.. ynagog and ommuniiy 

Op ning Pray r 
PAPER: 

Pr nt Day •ed: in J wi : h Li r ............ ..... ............ . amm•l \ ohl 
R :.1 PORT : 

l\Iarriag 
Addr 'S. : Th 

an<l F mily . 
hall ng of the yna vog ............ . 

Thursdav Afternoon 

icln y E. old · t in 
lr. R l rt. P. oldman 
Pr s id n U. A. II. C. 

Thursday Evening, 8 :00 o'clock 
REPORT: 

Guiding Principle o; R form Judai m ....... .. .......... • amu 1 , . < h n 

Friday l\1orning, May 28th 9 :30 A. M. 
RELIGIOU. EDUCATIO PROGRA~1 

Opening Prayer 
REPORTS: 

ommitt c on Religiou 
ommi ·ion on Rcligiou 

:rt U D TABLE: 

Education ...................... ....... .... Leon Fram 
Education ..... ... .................. David Philip on 

R ligiou Work in Uni er iti .. . .......... .. ..... ... ....... .. .... ... Juliu~ farl , 
B rnard Hell r, Harry Kaplan. 

REPORT : 
Liturgical 
R olution 

Friday Afternoon 

mmitt 

Fr e f r ommitte fe ting: 

Friday Evening 8 :00 o'clock 

Opening Pray r 

olomon B. Fr ehof 

E ning ervi • from th Union Pra r Book 
onferen L tur . ... ....... ........ ......... . . . . ...... Martin Zielonka 

Adoration and Kadcli ·h 
Ben diction 



Saturday Morning, May 29th, 10 :00 o'clock 

Opening Prayer 
Morning Service from the Union Prayer Book 
Reading from the Torah 
Conference Sermon ...................................................... Maurice . Eisendrath 
Adoration and Kaddish 
Benediction 

Saturday Afternoon 
PAPER: 

Bialik .......... ... ................................................ ........... .... ............ Ah1·on Opher 

Saturday Evening, 8 :00 o'clock 

Free for Meeting of Alumni A ociation 

Sunday Morning, May 30th, 9 :30 A. M. 

Opening Prayer 
REPORTS: 

Responsa ......... ......... .................. ...................... .......... .... ........... . Jacob Mann 
ProFalasha ............................................................ .. Wm. F. Rosenblum 
Curator of Archives ............... ..................................... Henry Englander 
Arbitration .... ........ .......... .. ..... ..... .. ..... . .. ........ ... ..... .. .......... Louis Wolsey 
Contemporaneous History and Lit ratur ... ............. Jacob R. Marcus 
Relief ......... ... .. ... ...... . ...... .. .... ..... ... . . ......... ... ... . . ......... ... .. ........... Joseph Stolz 
Pensions ........................ ....... ............. ........... .......... ........... Morris Newfield 

Sunday Afternoon 

REPORT: 
Presitient's Message 

REPORTS: 
Nomination 
Thanks 

Sunday Evening, 8 :00 o'clock 

Benediction ....... .. .... .. ........ ....... .. ........ .. .............................. Julian Mergenstern 
Adjournment 
Meeting of the Executive Board 



RabbiSamuelS.Cohon 
Professor of Jewish Theology 

Hebrew Union College 

201 Hearne Avenue.Avondale 
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June 1, 19S7 

Dr. Suuel s. Cohon, 
H br w Union College, 
Cinoinnat·, Ohio . 

~ do r Friends 

Let , .. e thank ou for our kind and 
rao_ous note. If I . ve been of n., &' .:>istance 

in h lpin, c~rry through the Declar tion ot 
Principles at the Cont rence, I run v 1 happy. 
I did not wish to e th~ con ciHntiou lahor or 
two ·eara on your part ass cted b ur c mittee 
nullit ed b wh t appeared to , too, to be the 
det rminc tion of on~ mr n to im?Qs- his ill on 
the Conf ·_ nee. 

i ou t re to be con ·r tul· ted up n an 
ou•et ndi ~ehiev ment . 

lith 11 good wi h , Ir in 

Vair cordi ally u ·s , 

AHSsBIC 
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REPORT OF COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 
to the 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

To the Members of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis: 

C J I 

The need of friendly and effective cooperation in the 
furtherance of the common task of our liberal Jewish movement 
is being felt more and more. The various joint commissions 
of our two great organizations, the rabbinical and the congre
gational, namely,the Central Conference of American Rabbis and 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations offer eloquent testi
mony of the recognition of that need. This joint effort has 
produced especially good results in the field of education. 
For many years appointees of the Conference and the Union have 
toiled harmoniously in the production of literature for our 
r eligious schools and for advanced educational effort. It be
comes my duty and my pleasure as Chairman of the Joint Com
mission on Jewish Education to report to your honorable body 
the achievements of the Commission during the past year. As 
heretofore, I desire at the very beginning to express especial 
gratification at the support given the Commission by the 
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods through the fund es
tablished in memory of their late lofty minded and high spirited 
president, Martha Steinfeld. That fund has made possible our 
recent publication, "The Quest for Peace" by Professor Abraham 
Cronbach. A complete list of the manuscripts published since 
the last report submitted to you follows: 

The Jewish Prophets, by Dr. Harry L. Comins 

A book for upper high school grades and for adults, deal
ing with the social and religious ideals of the Prophets. It 
may be used as a separate text or as a supplementary volume to 
"The Voice of the Prophets," or to the prophetical portion of 
the Bible. 

Teaching the Prophets, by Dr. Harry L. Comins 

This is a teacher 1 s book, dealing with the methods of 
teaching the Prophets, and is an accompan7iing volume to the 
pupil Is text, "The Voice of the Prophets, ' previously published. 
It may also be used as an accompaniment to the full text of the 
Prophets. 

The Quest for Peace, by Prof. Abraham Cronbach. 

A discussion guide for Jewish youth and adults, on the 
subject of war and peace. The publication of this book was 
made possible through the Martha Steinfeld Memorial Fund, 
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put at our disposal by the National Federation of Temple Sister
hoods. 

Gilenu, the Play Way to Hebrew, Pupil's Exercise Book, 
by Dr. Emanuel Gamoran and Abraham H. Friedland 

Is a part of the series on the Play Way to Hebrew. It 
provides for individual work, and helps the pupil to master the 
letters, the vowels and their combinations as taught in the 
Gilenu Primer. Varied exercises are given to arouse the interest 
of the child. 

Bible Tales For Very Young Children, Book II, 
by Lenore Cohen 

This volume is a sequel to "Bible Tales, Book I" by the 
same author. It contains selected Bible stories from Joshua to 
the end of the Bible. 

Into the Promised Land, a Teacher's Book, by 
Dr. Azriel L. Eisenberg 

The book gives a careful development of the lessons in the 
pupil's text of the same title, prepared by Rabbi Jacob D. Schwarz. 
The aims of each lesson are given in terms of a course in the 
Bible; has literary suggestions for handwork, dramatization, and 
other projects are also given. (For the sake of economy, this 
book has been mimeographed.) 

Into the Promised Land, Pupil's Workbook, by Dr. Azriel 
L. Eisenberg. 

This book contains questions for discussion, home work, 
and tests based on the reading and the study of pupil's text. 
(Mimeographed.) 

How the Jewish People Grew Up, by Mordecai I. Soloff . 

A Jewish history for children in the intermediate grades, 
stressing the social and religious life of the Jews and covering 
the period from 536 B.C.E.,to the exile from Spain in 1492. The 
presentation is centered around great personalities who reflect 
their eras. The language is simple and concrete and the book 
follows the supervised study method. Ample space is given to 
review and discussion. The volume is beautifully illustrated by 
Louis Kabrin. 

Pupil's Workbook for "How the Jewish People-Grew Up, 
by Mordecai I. Soloff 

The Workbook 1s also constructed according to the super
vised study method and includes questions for discussion, ob
jective tests, suggestions for dramatization, debate, map work, 
and home work lessons. 
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A Manual of Debates for Jewish Clubs, by Adolph 
F.ineberg . 

This book includes a series of about 35 debates on 
various Jewish and social religious problems of interest to 
youth. Last year we reported the publication of seventeen de
bates. During the past year ten more were issued, making a 
total of twenty-seven now available. Each debate is issued 
separately in mimeographed form. 

AssemblX Programs on Social -Justice 
for the Elementary School 

Two more programs were added to the list of our Assembly 
Programs. 

1. Compiled by Sulamith Ish-Kishor. Consists of songs, recita
tion, and a. play entitled, "Tonight I Dance." (Mimeographed.) 

2. A Passover Assembly Program. Compiled by Mamie G. Gamoran. 
11 II Consists of songs, recitation, and a play entitled, Freedom. 

(Mimeographed.) 

Manuscripts in Press 

Feasting and Fasting, a book for adults on the Jewish 
holidays, by Hayyim Schauss. Translated by Samuel Jaffe. 

Pictures in the Jewish Religious School, by Dr. Azriel L. 
Eisenberg. (Mimeographed) 

Choosing Your Vocation, a series of discussions on the voca
tional problems of the Jewish Youth, by Dr. Joseph Zubin. 
(Mimeographed) 

Post-Biblical Jewish Literature, Book I, by Rabbi Leon 
Feuer. 

Several other manuscripts are about to go to press. Some 
of these are: 

Gilenu III, the Play Way to Hebrew, by Dr. Emanuel Gamoran 
and Abraham H. Friedland. 

A Source Book for Medieval Jewish History, by Prof. Jacob 
R. Marcus. 

The Jewish Conununity, by Michael Conovitz 

Medieval Jewish History, by Dr. Jacobs. Golub, experimental 
edition, (mimeographed) and others. 
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Besides publishing books the Commlssion sponsors other 
activities in the Educational domain. These may be broadly 
characterized as Youth Work, Teacher Training and Adult Educa
tion. Let me now report on these features of the Commission's 
activity. 

YOUTH WORK 

Our Department of Youth Activities is more and more being 
looked to by the Jewish youth of the country, both affiliated and 
non-affiliated, for inspiration, guidance, and help in meeting 
their problems. We arema,king progress slowly for, we are, as 
yet, still in the experimental stage of our work with later
adolescent Jewish youth. We are pioneering in this field. 

Since the last report of the Commission on Jewish Education, 
Dr. Rabinowitz, our Director of Youth Activities, visited the 
following cities in the inter.ests of our youth work: New York, 
New Haven, Hartford, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Richmond, Chattanooga, 
Nashville, Montgomery, New Orleans, Monroe, Port Arthur, Houston, 
San Antonio, Dallas, Little Rock, Memphis, Columbus, Youngstown, 
and St. Louis. In the course of such visits, he has addressed 
youth groups, Sisterhood meetings, synagogue boards of trustees, 
college groups, and regional conventions. Wherever he has gone, 
he has contacted local youth leaders, discussed their problems 
with them, endeavored to amplify group programs in specifically 
Jewish directions, etc. 

Organization 

His efforts to bring into being a national federation of 
our youth societies had to be abandoned during the present year. 
We had more success with state and regional youth conventions. 
The following regional organizations are composed of youth 
societies affiliated with our synagogues: 

New York Federation of Young Folks' Temn,le Lea~ues 
New J er s e y " 11 

" 
11 t, Tl' 

Pennsylvania 11 "Temple Youth Groups 
Michigan 11 

" Young Folks I Temple Leagues 
(reorganized this yean) 

Connecticut Valley Association 
(divided into two sections, one for colle$e 
the other for temple youth group members.) 

Southern Jewish Youth Assembly 

students, 

In addition to these, mention should be made of the Indiana 
Union of Jewish Youth and the Union of Illinois Jewish Youth, 
both of which cut across Reform, Conservative and Orthodox lines. 
The youth department had contact with all the above organizations 
during the past year; we were consulted as to convention programs, 
sustaining activities, and methods of organization. 
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Publication and Literary Activities 

We are happy to report that the Youth Leader, edited by 
our Youth Director, has had the most successful year since its 
inception. We have approximately 500 subscribers, more than a 
one hundred per cent increase over last year. The last,1.ssue of 
the year was devoted primarily to methods and techniques of 
working with Jewish college students. We hope by means of this 
and similar material to stimulate Jewish faculty men and other 
interested, qualified individuals to work more intensively with 
our Jewish students on outlying campuses. 

Dr. Rabinowitz also wrote four essays for the Youth Leader, 
which were later issued in pamphlet form. These constitute 
directional materials for the following committees of our youth 
organizations: 

a. Good-Will 
b. Philanthropy 
c. Open Forum 
d. Literary 

As was previously pointed out, Dr. Cronbach's "Quest for 
Peace," has been published and will be most useful for young 
people. The same applies to an additional series of chapters 
in his work on "social Problems in · the Light of the Bible." 

We are also preparing for early publication in this de
partment: 

a. A dramatics handbook. 
b. Discussion material on Reform, Conservatism, 

and Orthodoxy. 
c. Directional material for a youth group committee 

on Jewish community institutions. 
d. A monthly current events service of a new and 

distinctive kind. 

Mention should be made of our unusually successful Inter
national Youth Day celebrations. Over fifty youth groups held 
special meetings at which the general theme "Judaism and Social 
Justice" was discussed. We supplied groups with material on 
which suitable discussion of an aspect of this theme might be 
based. Twenty groups sent messages of greeting for transmission 
to the World Union offices, whence they were sent to similarly 
celebrating Liberal Jewish youth societies the world over. The 
response to this project was not confined solely to our own 
groups: the young people of the United Synagogue asked us to 
transmit a message for them, which we were glad to do. 

The Youth Director was invited, this year, to lecture on 
Judaism before the seminar in Philosophy of Religion, Department 
of Philosophy, University of Cincinnati. He did so, and 
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improved the opportunity by distributing numbers of our tracts. 

Teacher Training 

In accordance with our usual custom, we have helped to plan 
the program and have participated in the conventions of several 
teachers' associations, as well as other teachers' meetings. Our 
Educational Director delivered a series of lectures at the con
vention of the Great Lakes Teachers Association, which was held 
in October, in Niagara Falls, and addressed the Ohio-Michigan
Indiana Teachers Association at its annual convention in Cleve
land. In addition to the above, he visited other communities which 
arranged teachers' meetings, namely: Youngstown, Toledo, and 
St. Louis. At the Union convention in New Orleans he conducted 
a panel for the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods on 
Jewish Education. In this panel, Dr. Markowitz, a member of the 
Connnission, and Dr. Rabinowitz, our Director of Youth Activities, 
participated. 

The Jewish Teacher was again issued as a quarterly, edited 
by Dr. Emanuel Garnoran. Many of our books and syllabi have been 
distributed during the year. The visits of the members of the 
Commission, and of our Educational Director, in connection with 
Teacher Training work in our communities were often utilized by 
the rabbis as a means of stimulating a general interest in Jewish 
education in their cities. 

Adult Education 

To the volumes previously published in the field of adult 
education, we have now added "The Jewish Prophets" by Dr. Harry 
L. Comins, which should be especially useful to 1a7rmen and women 
who are interested in the study of the Prophets. 'The Quest for 
Peace," a discussion guide on the subject of war and peace, pre
pared by Prof. Cronbach, and intended primarily for youth groups, 
is also suited to the needs of adults. In addition, we have 
issued three more chapters of Dr. Cronbach's work on "Modern 
Problems in the Light of Bible Teachings." These deal with the 
rights of labor in the Bible; the plight of labor today; the hopes 
of labor today. They are issued in an experimental edition in 
mimeographed form, and are being distributed under the auspices 
of the Committee on Social Betterment, through the Bureau of Syna
gogue Activities. 

Our one volume history by Dr. Cecil Roth, has met with a 
cordial reception at the hands of the public. We should urge our 
laymen and women to become acquainted with our adult books and to 
help us spread the knowledge of their existence among their friends. 

One of the most significant undertakings, in a sense a 
phase of Adult Education, is that of Pre-School and Parent Educa
tion. We are happy to report that the first manuscript prepared 
by Rabbi and Mrs. Rosenzweig, entitled, "Now We Begin," has been 
issued under the auspices of our Committee on Pre-School and 
Parent Education. 
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This book is a manual of stories and instructions for 
home and school. It is intended to help teach the pre-school 
child either in the home with the help of the mother, or in the 
school by the teacher. It is to be issued in a series of 
pamphlets one preceding oach holiday, during the year. Each 
pamphlet contains stories, suggestions for handwork, projects, 
and dramatizations 

Contact Committee 

The plan of cooperation worked out by the Commission on 
Jewish Education, whereby experimental materials prepared by 
students of the Hebrew Union College under the auspices of the 
professor of Jewish Religious Education would be issued under 
the imprimatur of the Commission on Jewish Education and would, 
when the experimental stage is ended, be published under our 
auspi ces, has been put into operation. Several manuscripts were 
read by the Educational Director, and his report was transmitted 
to Dr. Franzblau, and in turn to the authors of the manuscripts. 
Schools selected for experimentation will be informed of new 
manuscripts as soon as they are issued. 

Experimental Work 

Our experimentation in the field of Jewish Education con
tinues. A number of our schools are trying out some of the mimeo
graphed materials. We are receiving their suggestions and ob
taining their criticisms. At the last meeting of the Commission 
on Jewish Education a resolution was adopted to organize a group 
of those who are especially interested in experimentation and 
research. The first meeting of this group took place Tuesday, 
May 25th, in the city of Columbus, Ohio. 

Meeting of the Commission on Jewish Education 

A meeting of the Commission on Jewish Education was held on 
June 28, 1936 in Cape May, N.J. The meeting devoted itself to 
the discussion of several technical.A,roblems in the field of 
Jewish Religious Education. The Commission voted to establish 
a permanent committee to deal with the problem of Confirmation, 
historically and liturgically, with the understanding that all 
other ceremonies would be left to the Commission on Synagogue 
Activities. 

Dr. Emanuel Gamoran presented a communication, which he 
received from Prof. Nelson Glueck, urging the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations to support excavations on the site of 
Kadesh Barnea, and the sum of $3,000.00 would be necessary. 
After considerable discussion, it was decided that the suggest
ion contained be approved, and that the undertaking be initiated 
as a project for the children in our religious schools, a com
munication dealing with this subject to be sent by the chairman 
of the Commission to the rabbis of congregations connected with 
the Union. Accordingly I addressed a letter to all the rabbis 
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who are members of the Conference calling their attention to the 
Kadesh Barnea project. The suggestion that this be made a co
operative enterprise participated in by the children of our 
religious schools struck a responsive chord in many quarters. 
I had hoped that Dr. Glueck's interesting suggestion would re
ceive the unanimous endorsement and support of our members. Up 
to date I have received replies from 110 schools,and contribu
tions amounting to $550,00 and pledges amounting to $75,00. 

May I now appeal to those who for some reason or other 
not answer to lend their support to this appealing project? 
is something very thrilling in the thought that the children 

did 
There 
in 

our American religious schools are linked with the far past 
incident recorded in the Bible. Ages are meeting here. The cen
turies clasp hands. It is our purpose to issue another communica
tion on this project at the beginning of the coming school year. 
Muy. it receive unanimous support from all members so that the 
Commission may be enabled to fulfil its pledge to Dr. Glueck. 

The Commission on Jewish Education is grateful to each 
and every member of the Conference who has cooperated in any 
way in the labor leshem shomayim, in which the commission is 
engaged. And in thus expressing our appreciation may I bespeak 
your future sympathetic help and cooperation? To this appealing 
query I hope for a ready affirmative response. 

In closing, I beg to subscribe myself, in the name of my 
fellow-members of the Commission, 

Yours fraternally, 

DAVID PHILIPSON 

Chairman 
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Notice to 

CENTRAL CONF'ERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

and 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF H.U.C. 

EXPIRATION OF TERMS 

on 

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

Appointed by 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 
Hebrew Union College Alumni Association 

Terms Expiring January 1, 1938 Noted in Capitals 
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SUMMARY --------

For Nominating Committee of C.C.A.R. 

1. Executive Board of U.A.H.C. 
( Four Year Term} 

Dr. Morris Newfield 

2. Board of Mana ers of S 
Tree Year Term 

Rabbi Louis Wolsey 

Term expires January 1, 1938 

School Extension 

Term expires January 1, 1938 

For Nominating Committee of H.u.c. Alumni Association 

1. Board of Mana ers of Syna o ue and School Extension 
Tree Year Term 

.Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman 

Rabbi Emil W. Leipziger 

Term expires January 1, 1938 

" " " " II 

For Executive Committee of c.c.A.R. 
1. Commission on Jewish Education 

(Three Year Term) 

Dr. William H. Fineshriber 

Rabbi Solomon Foster 

2. Tract Commission 
(Three Year Term) 

Dr. Harry w. Ettelson 

3. Commission on Synagogue Activities 
(Three Year Term) 

Rabbi Jacob Philip Rudin 

Term expires January 1, 1938 
If II ft " " 

Term Expires January 1, 1938 

Term Expires January 1, 1938 

Supporting Tables follow 
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A) EXECUTIVE BOARD OF UNION 

4 Year Term 

To be Elected by 
C. C.A.R. - 2 Members H. U. C.A. - 2 Members 

DR . MORRIS NEWFIELD 1938 Dr . G. George Fox 1939 

Rabbi Morris M, Feuerlicht - 1941 

Dr . Samuel H. Goldenson - 1939 

' 
• 



--------------·---------
BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

4 Year Term 

To be Elected by To be Elected by 
C.C.A.R. - 5 Members H.U.C.A. - b Members 

Dr. William Rosenau 1939 Dr. Felix A. Levy 1939 
Rabbi Wm . B. Schwartz 1939 Dr. David Philipson 1939 
Rabbi Jonah B. Wise 1939 Rabbi Max C. Currick 1939 
Rabbi Joseph L. Baron 1941 Dr. Solomon B. Freehof 1941 
Dr. James G. Heller 1941 Rabbi Edward L. Israel -- 1941 

Rabbi Perdinand M. Isserman - 1941 

No expirations 
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C) BOARD OF MANAGERS OF SYNAGOGUE AND SCHOOL EXTENSION 

To be Elected by 
C.C.A.R. - 5 Members 

RABBI LOUIS WOLSEY --

Rabbi Solomon N. Bazell 

Dr. Julius Mark 

Rabbi Julian B. Feibelman -

Rabbi Charles B. Latz 

:, Year Term 

To be Elected by 
H.U.C.A, - 5 Members 

1938 RABBI ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN 1938 

RABBI EMIL W. LEIPZIGER 1938 

1939 

1939 Dr. Joseph L. Fink 1939 

1940 Rabbi Eugene Mannheimer 1939 

1940 Dr. Leo M. Franklin 1940 



D) COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

, Year Term 

It To be Elected by 
Executive Committee of Board of Managers of Syna-

c.c.A.R. gogue and School Extension 

RABBI SOLOMON FOSTER 1938 Dr. Barnett R. Brickner -- 1939 
DR. WM. H. FINESHRIBER 1938 Dr. Henry Englander 1939 

Dr. Abraham N. Franzblau 1939 
Dr. Bernard J. Bamberger -- 1939 Dr. Samuel H. Goldenson 1939 
Dr. Samuel M.Blumenfield 1939 Dr. Gerson B. Levi 1939 
Rabbi Beryl D. Cohan -- 1939 Dr. Julian Morgenstern 1939 
Rabbi Iser L. Freund -- 1939 Dr. David Philipson -- 1939 
Rabbi B. Benedict Glazer 1939 Dr. Samuel Schulman 1939 
Dr. Jacob R. Marcus 1939 Rabbi George Zepin 1939 
Rabbi Leon Fram 1940 Dr. Solomon B. Freehof 1940 ,, 
Rabbi Alvin s. Luchs 1940 Dr. William Rosenau -- 1940 

, 
Dr. Sam'l H. Markowitz 1940 Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 1940 
Dr. Victor E. Reichert 1940 Rabbi Louis Wolsey -- 1940 
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E) TRACT COMMISSION 

3 Year Term 

To be Elected by 
Executive Committee of 
c.c.A.R. 

Board of Managers of Syna
gogue and School Extension 

DR. HARRY W. ETTELSON -- 1938 Dr. Israel Bettan 

Dr. Leo M. Franklin 

Rabbi Samuel Hirshberg 1939 

Dr. Edward N. Calisch 1940 

Elected by Tract Commission 

RABBI LOUIS I. EGELSON -- 1938 

-- 1939 

1940 



F) COMMISSION ON SYNAGOGUE ACTIVITIES 

To be Elected by 
Executive Committee of 

c.c.A.R. 

RABBI JACOB P. RUDIN --

Rabbi Abraham Holtzberg -

Rabbi Joshua L. Liebman -

Dr. Louis Binstock -

Rabbi M. N. Eisendrath --

3 Year Term 

1938 

1939 

1939 

1940 

1940 

Board of Managers of Syna
gogue and School Extension 

Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman 

Dr. James G. Heller 

Rabbi Emil W. Leipziger 

Rabbi George Zepin 

Rabbi Samuel Koch --

1939 

1939 

1939 

1939 

1940 



CEJ'J-fI(;\L r-JoJ\lf Ef(fj\JCE Of 
f\}vlE? JCf\J'J f(f\BBJS 

COMMISSION ON GLIIDING PRINCIPLE~, OF 
RE FORM JUDAISM 

Dear Colleague: 

The Commission on Guiding Principles of Reform 

Judaism takes pleasure in sending you the enclosed draft which 

it has prepared in accordance with the instructions of the 

last convention of the Central Conference of American Rabbis 

at Cape May. This draft will be submitted to the Conference 

at the forthcoming session at Columbus for final action. If 

adopted it will represent the platfonn of Reform Judaism. In 

view of the importance of the step, your cooperation is earnestly 

solicited. Kindly study the text and send whatever sugges tions 

you may have to Rabbi Samuels. Cohan, 201 H~arne Ave., 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Chairman of the Commission. 

Cordinlly yours , 

Srunuel s. Cohan, Chairman, 
J EUile s G. Heller 
Felix A. Levy 
Max Raisin 
Abba Hillel Silver 
David Philipson 



GUIDING PRINCIPL~S OF REFORM JUDAISM 

In view of the changes that have taken place in the modern 

world and the consequent need of stating anew the teachings of Reform 

Judaism, the Central Conf~rence of American Rabbis makes the following 

declaration of principles. It presents them not as a fixed creed but 

as a guide for the progressive elements of Jewry. 

I. JUDAISL1 AND ITS FOUNDATIONS 

1. Nature of Judaism. Judaism is the historical religious 

experience of the Jewish people. Though growing out of Jewish life, its 

message is universal, aiming at the u ity and perfection of mankind 

under the sovereignty of God. Reform recognizes the continuous develop

ment of Judaism and applies the princ plo of progress consciously to 

religious as well.as to cultural and social life. 

2. God. The heart of Judaism and its chief contribution to 

religion is the doctrine of the One, living God, who rules the world in 

justice and in mercy. In Him, the Creator, all existence has its source 

and mankind its ideal of conduct. We worship Him as the Lord of the 

universe and as our loving Father. 

3. tian. Judaism affirms that rnnn is created in the image o~ 

God. His spirit is i~mortal. He is an active co-worker ,vi th God in 

the tasks of creation. As a child of God, he is summoned to exercise 

moral freedom and to assum~ responsibility in order to overcome evil and 

to strive after ideal ends. 

4. Torah. God reveals Himself not only in the majesty, beauty 

and orderliness of nature, but also in tho vision and moral striving of 

tho human spirit. Revelation is a continuous process, confined to no 

one group and to no one age. Yet to the people of Israel, its prophets 
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and s~ges was vouchsafed unique insight into the realrn of relic;ious 

truth. The Torah, both wr-1 tten and oral, enshrines Israel's ever gro1::

in5 consciousness of God and of the moral law. It preserves the histori

cal precedents, sanctions and norms of J ewl sh behavior and seeks to 

guid~ and to mould Jewish life ln t'1e patterns of goodness and of holi·

ness. Products of historical pro9esses, many of the laws of the Torcl1 

are r-elative rather than absolute. Each age has the obligation to adapt 

these laws to its basic needs in consonance with the genius of Judaism, 

5. Israeh Judaism is the soul of which Israel is the body. 

Living in a.11 parts of the world, Israel has been held together by ties 

of historical associations, and above all, by the heritage of faith. 

We recognize in the group loyalty of Jews, who have become estrc:nged 

from our religious tradition, a bond which unites them with u s . We main

tain, however, that it has been by its faith and for its faith that the 

Jewish people has lived. The i:ion-Jew who accepts our faith becomes a 

member of the Jewish community. 

In all lands where our people 11 vc they see1r. to share loyally 

in the full duties and responsibilities of citizenship. In the rehabi

litation of P~lestine, the land hallowed by ancient memories nnd hopes, 

we behold the promise of renewed life for our brethren. We affirm the 

oblig2tion of all Jewry to aid in the upbuilding of Palestine ns a Jewish 

homeland, in making it not only a haven of refuge f9r the oppress ed but 

also a center of Jewish cultural and spiritual life. 

Throughout the nges Israel hn.s witnessed to the Div~ne in the 

fnce of every form of paganism ond materialism. We regard it as our 

1istoric missi on to co-operate with all men in the ostnblishrncnt of the 

.1~ ingdom of God, of universal justice, truth Md pence on en,rt.h~ Thtn 

ls our Messianic gonl. 
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II. ETEICS 

6. Eth1 cs and Rclir;ion. In Judnisrn rcli[;ion ru1d morality 

blond into an indissoluble unity. Seeking God meMs to strive c.ftor 

holiness, ri[;hteousness nnd goodness. To love God is Qlso to love one's 

fellowmen. Judaism emphasizes the kinship of the human race, the 

sanctity and worth of human personal! ty and the right of the individual 

to life, to freedom and to the pursuit of his chosen vocation. Justice 

to all, irrespective of race, sect or.class is the inalien~ble right 

and the inescapable obligation of all. The state and organized 

governments exist in order to further these ends. 

7. Social Justice. Judaism seeks to establish a just society 

by ap1)lying 1 ts teachings to the economic order, to industry and 

commerce, and to national and international affairs. It aims at the 

elimination of man-made misery and suffering, of poverty and_de5rada

tion, of tyranny and slavery, of prejudice, ill-will and war. It 

directs the 1ear·ts of men to the promotion of harmonious relations 

between struggling classes on the basis of equity and justice, to the 

safeguarding of childhood, and to the creation of conditions under 

which human personality may flourish. It champions the cause of the 

laboring man and of his right to an adequate standard of living, which 

1s prior to the rights of property. It calls for a social order which 

will protect men against the material disabilities of old age , sickness 

nnd unemployment. 

Judaism abhors all violence. It r ies upon moral education , 

love Md sympnthy to secure human progress. I It regards justice as the 

found~tion of the well-being of nations nnd the condition of uni~ernQ1 

po\ce. Judaism, therefore, calls for united world organization and. 

international action for collective security , dioarmn.ment nn~ peace. 
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III. REI,.iIGIOUS PRACTICE 

8. The Religious Lif~..!... Jewish life is marked by consecration 

to these ideals of Judaism, It calls for faithful participation in t:t.o 

life of the Jewish community as it finds expression in home, school and 

synagogue and in all other agencies . for the enrichment of Jewish life 

and the promotion ~f Jewish welfare. 

The home has been a stronghold of Jewish life. It is hallowed 

by the spirit of love and reverence and by the poetry of worship and of 

religious observance. 

The synagogue is the oldest and most democratic institution in 

Jewish life. It is the sole communal agency by which Judaism is foster

ed and preserved. It ltnks the Jews of each community and unites them 

with the rest of Israel. 

The perpetuation of Judaism as a living force depends upon 

religious knowledge and education, upon the transmissi9n to each new 

generation of our rich cultural and spiritual heritage. 

Prayer is the life breath of religion, the voice of faith and 

aspiration. It is the Godward direction of man's heart and mind and 

the collective voice of the community, reaching out after goals which 

invest life with ?upreme value. To deepen the spiritual life of our 

people, we ~ust cultivate the traditional habit of prayer, both public 

and private. 

Judaism as a way of life requires the proper observance of the 

Sabbath, the festivals and Holy Days, appropriate customs, symbols and 

ceremonies, distinctive forms of religious art and music, the use of 

Hebrew, together with the vernacular, in our worship and instruction. 

These timeless and enduring ideals a,x:id goals of our faith we 

present anew to a confused and troubled world. We call upon our fellow 

Jews humbly to rededicate themselves to them and, in harmony with all 

men, hopefully to continue Israel 1 s eternal quest after God and His 

kingdom. 
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