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This War and the Peace 
Tradition of Judaism 

This statement of the Commission on Justice and Peace was officially 
adopted by the Central Conference of American Rabbis at its annual 

convention in Cincinnati, Ohio, on Thursday, February 26th, 1942. 



THE WAR AND THE PEACE TRADITION OF JUDAISM 

I. 
Fr m th <la f th Pr ph t:, J udai ·m ha~ b n th , orld' foremo t 

champion of p a On th· banner: of th pea e-1 v r. f mankind ha e 
b n in~·c ril eel th w rd . f J a;ah and ~1 i ah. \\'h : , i:i n kindle l th 
h p that , w rd: w td 1 h h akn int ploughshar . , wh , e faith mad 
men he]i ve that th t.im would • m when nation: would learn war no 
nwr . T'h Proph t:' mandat for p a ·e cam from Cod Hims If. To 
thi . c mmand of our Cod, thi: ' nf ·ren ·e ha!-- l> en : •n:iti,·e. TL r c rd . 
inclirat th, c ncern of ,\meri -~111 RalJhi . f r w rld peac . a concern 
:hared by J wL h laiPty. and ·pre: eel b th ir parti ipati n and l al r­
. hip in J ac m Y men ts. 

r I. 
In voi . upp rt for ur country in it. pre. ent var, , 

we ar not departing from our a~·e-old p ac traditions, nor are w d ny­
d i vi n m ~ n date for p a • e. () u r tn ti n has l di cat cl it: 1f to 

d str y th militar_ machine: of tryants wh : arnhiti m , for wurlcl cc n-
- qu st w uld if the r wer to ~lH.'' ed, tragi ally p stpon th dawn of 

p a If our c untry w r ngagecl in a war f conqn . t, bent up n 
izing th t rritory f th r , , ploitin~ their re. urc . , and n ,]aving 

th ir p ple, ttr hith woul l comp I us to challcng·e ~ts p lici . . but the 
can. e of ur untr i. a ju t n . It. vi t.or , ill bring ble ing up n 
al1 humanity. rl ho wh > mak sacr1fi • s t achi v it are placing th ir 
offering ttp nth altar f thC' 1 st Iligh. To b li v a , cl that b t 

rv Cod b :trughling t , Yictor_,, it not to yield t a p tty tribali , m. 
h li v that Go I is ever on the s ide of justic and that it i~ his wil] 

a tryant-f r world. 
III. 

It j our b Ii f that the high goal · of this vrar can be r a h d and ictor 
attain d "ith ut th propagation of mas!-i hatred f , r th peopl f th 
a · is p , ers. T _,,, ·h hatred .. w yielded in th bst war, with <lisa . tr u: 
spiritual aftermath. Pre ident Ron evelt ha. point 1 ut that the fir t 

hj ti i: ", ma. hing the militarism imposed hy war 1 rcls upon th ir 
n la ed p opt . ' Bef r l\Lu .. olini and Hitl r c uld plttnhe th ir nati ns 

into war. th y had t d tr freed m and t . il nee their pe ples. Th 
ma s , of ' rman and Italians ha 1 n in th ahgre ipn of th ir 
g v rnm nt.. Th Japan . military a te as. a . sinated any . tat sman 

Pl :el th ir imp riali:tic mbiti n . \ Ve ar not at war with th 
cultur . art, mu ic. r i 11tific ontrihttti n. t civilizati n made r y 

rman , Italy r Japan. • 
IV . 

• y or mu , t w allow v ng anc t d minat u. r s k a punitive peac . 
R memh r P arl Harb r mean:-- rememh r the tyrannical ~y:-;tc m: which 
mad po. ihl P arl 1 larh r. H. m mb r that < nly \ hen d m era i . ar 
ecurely :tahli:h d and 1 ple: a.r fr c and jnstic i: triumphant will th 

rld n • he . tth_tect d to th trcacl1 n · f P •arl J [arh r. 

\ T • 

The ming tr aty of p c vi le f lr :om f rm f , rid g- v-
wh • • ang in the ·on 'ept of nati nal v-

ignty. \ and Pri1 ~fi111:ter 'hur 'hill, in 
aking 1 that m 1 rman nt int rnational 

organizati r nt a re u ar. \Ve believe 
that t b mi ·I cl hy . umpti n that 
onl vil 1 c • The la~t \ c n on th hattl -
field but the pe renc and in the ar. that f 11 , rl. The 



milit: \'ict )r , f 1he alli : did end tlw J J()h nz< 11 ·rn-1 lap.'hurg dyna . -
ti , ma I p s .~ ihl the indepcndenrc of I ,olan l and 'z ·rho-. ']m·akia. 
th ration of B •l~rinm and th< r ·turn of .. \1-..ace Lorrain' t }q·an 
an I :tabli ·h d th fr d 111 f th· a . . Th L agu f Tati n . 

ith pr mi. of w )rld ·ooperation wa • \\T • + ·d by nati()nal vanity 
and : articuhted hy :tate!-\lll ·n and cl ·manckd b , p ople. f the 
w r] tat wa: pr par ·d to make the arrifi ·c• 11 • d d f lr an en lur-

\ . I. 
Tt \ a: dtt t< thi:-, lack of 111oral fiber 011 the ptrt of the pc >plcs of tlH 

, rld that the g-1in: of the ];1st \\·orld \\':u· \\' ·r • lost. Thi mu. t not 
happ n again. Jt is our ta:k to ·r·at • no,Y that relihi rn: :pirit whi ·h will 
d mand and . upp rt ·u1 int rnati nal rd •r ha. d on ju t1c , that p a e 
and fr d m f r all nwn will lw the fruit. of , ictory and ,yi\l ht: mad · 
. ecur . 

ll. 
\Vhat th' 1 lu print of th· future is to he i: not ea. v to iormulat •. In 

our J>r ~ram for \\ 'orld He n...;truction. w • ha, • laid cl "n the principl •-., 
n which an nduring- peac can I>· I uilt. 1. Th' exten.-ion oi dcmocracy 

t all p ople, including tho. r ~idinh in ( lonial l s : i n . 2. 1 h 
~r ati n of an intcrnatio1nl rgani;,alion to adjust diff ·rcnr<·: and to pro­
id f r ' p rati\' • nt ·rpri: s. 3. L"niY rsal disarmam nt and th· 
. tabli. hm nt f an int nnti nal pnlic • f re<.' to h u. <·d t r :train aggr '- -

so r or u t law n a ti n .- . ~. ,. I h r • m ntl of • c i a I i 11 j t1 st i cc s \ hi ch I , ad 1 o 
war. 5. Th, r c ~nit1on thal th r ' .'Ol recs ui the world b ·long to all 
th chil Ir n of m n and . h ulcl b mad' a, ailahl t all irr . 1 ctiv f 
nati nal al1 g-ianc s. H w to apply th .- ' principl :-- r quire: . p ·ialized 
kn wl dh, r ar·h and :tud r. This conf-r·n·e r·.-oln-. to aid lHW 
in th creation f a ·oun ,, t f r I ea e which s ha 11 end ·a ,·or to pn·pare th 
hlneprint for th \ orl(l to111urrow. 

Yllf . 
\\ ' r:>cogn1zc tlnt m n and w men of th ·r r ·lig-io11 . :har(' . imilar 

past-war aim . . and w • wel, me the opportunit ,. to coun~el and to en­
op rate with th m t) a hi Ye th • n hie end . . -

L ' . 
In our cl ir .' cure a .'JJt' •dy c nclu i 11 to th' war, \ c :hould h' 

pr par cl r;ladl all n ·ce.-.' ;1ry sacrifice!-\, and fully to roopcrat(' 
\Vi th a 11 c1 f 11. B t1 t \\. • . h ll I cl 11 () t 11 Cg le et it n r () f th • > s s .. 11 t ia 1 
functl 11 , f ur • mmtmitie:. Childr'n and 'ot1t1g p opi !-\hould h =- giv n 
all the 01 p rtuniti ·: f r foll dcvel< pm ·nt. Onr philanthropies, ~dura-· 
ti n a 1 in . tit u ti n:, p 111 1 i c and pr i, ·at ·, c'. 11 d t1 r r 1 i g i o u. a et i vi tics rn us t 
h carri d on a.' usnal. 1 h ., ne •d for them In: not dimini:hcd, hut 
in r a . 1. Lu ·uri : and •.· tra,·agan ·c . in p r:< nal living ma he .· ur­
rend r I. 1 nt ss ntial ·n·icc. that educat • the yomg, r lieve the :uff r-
ing- build hara t rand mainta·n faith and . u:tain 111 ral mn. t g n. 

X. 
\\ chal1 ng th· oft-r 'P •ak I thc:i . that ronom1r and . pi ritual rol-

lap • i,· in ·vitahl at the cl :--c of the \ ar. )ur ·xpandcd ind u.- trie .- . on r 
increa cl armi : of :kill •cl cra 1t~m 11, our indu:tria] and c mm r ial 
e 1 ill hav hng t'lsks nfront:nf,; th m wh n thi \ ar i 

111 pl ., ci\·1]ian need: and rn .. i"' the :tandard of Ii ing-
n d in their wn nntrr · , h Ip ccl>nil I th \\ia . t pla . tt1 
wa r -t f th ' )f Id, li • 1 p d (' \' C' 1 op . on th . \ rn < r 1 ca, and aid in 1 h . 



recon ·tru tion of humanity. lf w will he . piritttally and mora11_ big 
enough, at the end f the war. we m ric-ans may initiat th mo t ignifi­
cant cooperati e effort in the hi t ry of ;ill rnank1nd. l\Ioral1y and pirit­
ually to prepare our peopl llO\\J f r thi: gr at hall nO' is our olemn 
duty. Th aftermath of th war will h e,·il onl_ if we are evil. If we 
can ri t moral and piritual h ighL, we can mak it go d. Th fruit. 

f our eff rt will b in piration to men for g nrration t om . 

CONCLUSION 
Tf tht1 dedicat oursd\' s uns lfish] • t th 

nohl 0 • al , a war waged with nt hate and hope for v ng a nee. and a 
plan to er at a ju ·t peac and a d t rminati n t mak acrifi . for it., 
th n ind ct ar w convin d that v n as after th 1a ·cab an and the 

merican Re oluti n , '"r at b n fit . cam to mankind, o aft r the 
trao- dy of thi ,var m n can merit the bl .·sing. f 10d. 

* * 
A JE\VISH PEACE COMMISSION 

Th plannino- f a better world order in the mid ·t f a w rid clistraui-,ht 
by war is one of the most ignificantly h pefnl manifestations of our tim . 
T t is indicativ that in th h art f man there is the religious urge that 
r fu: to ac ept defeat and that has faith that ut f th bl od and 
:w at and t ars f this war. (;od in His wis lom, will I ad man t gi\'e hirth 
to a better world. It is imperati, c> that in th shaping < f th 1 lans for 
this bett r w )rlcl that, in ac onbncc: with their :p cifi moral mandate. 
th religiou. forces of the L nited ~ ation ,' .' hou1d tak th l ad. \ \ ' e 
not with d epe. t .'atisfacti n that both here and in (;reai Britain, 'ath­
olic and Protestant bodies haYe set tlp commissions for the e, pr . ,' pur­
p f formulating such blueprints a: may form th ba ·i: of a just and 
<l mo ratic p ac mbodying- the me, . age of the hurch. Th tim has 
com for th voice f Judaism to be heard lik wi . t thi :piritual an<l 
univer. al nd. \ \' e in the Hou. eh ld of L.iheral J udai:m, cleepl ogni­
zant that our faith is a uni ver al faith must as. 11111e a :irnilar rol of lea~ 
d r hip b th am ng ur broth er J e,r: and in cone rt with th sc oth r 
religion force , in ord r that the principl . f th ~rf'at H hr , prophets 
hall form the ba:i of the f rthc ming 1 eac by whi ,h alone, peace wi11 

h permanently a:-isttrecl f r th world and th four fr <lorn .~ of our Pre -
ident hall b c me the corner~tone of w rld r c n.· tructi 11. T this end 
w ·call up n our rabbi.~ and ]aym n to form 't commission ior th purpo~e 

f pr paring tudi s and of reit r3ting :u ·h moral a . i m a ill ntu-
at in a J ac ha ed on th principl s of our hith. \\ 'e invite our brethren 
in th on n ·ati,·e and Orthodox hranche • in the [l( u: ,]10I l f Isra 1 
to join with us in th formation of th· work of such a peace commission. 

·t \ th merican Jewish c 111 nnmit) t h Ip u: ·r ate such a rom­
mis. i n n world p a' 1 y c ntrihutin~· fund . f, r thi ,' sp cifi • under­
taking and for th purpos ~ of mor exten. i 'OOp ration in this fi Id .. o 
that. t th r with our Chri:tian brethr n, w ma as,' t1r to the world 
that th pr phetic prin 'ipk: f religi n , ill infos th t rms of the n xt 
tr at of peac ·01 l make of it a peace that will end all war for ,. r. 

Additional copies of this statement may be secured by writing to 

Rabbi Ferdinand M. Isserman 
Chairman of the Commission on Justice and Peace 

Central Conference of American Rabbis 

5017 Washington Boulevard 
St. Louis, Missouri 
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To the Members of the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 

Dear Colleague and Friend:-

! am writing thi~ letter to you·, as the Presti ent of the Conference. 
It comes from me personally, without authorization by the Executive 
Board and without the opportunity to consult the members of the Conference. 
I beg you to bear in mind, in reading it, that it represents only my own 
personal opinion. 

None the less, I cannot help sending it to you, and asking you to 
read it carefully, _and to weigh what is says as earnestly as you can. 

I am writing to you, to every member of the Conference, because I am 
deeply disturbed. Day before yesterday I returned to my desk from a three ' 
weeks' trip to the Pacific Coast on behalf of the United Jewish Appeal. I 
found on my desk a number of lett~rs from members of the Conference referring to 
a call for a meeting of "Non-Zionist Reform Rabbd.s", mailed under date of 
April 15th1 over the nam8s of twenty-three men.' Soon thereafter I secured a 
copy of the call and read it for myself. It left me very heavy-hea'rted and 
very deeply distrubed. I felt it ~ duty to v:rite to you immediately and to 
put before you certain consid3rations relative to this summons. 

Please under::;tand clearly. This letter cumes from me, not because I am 
a Zionist. Since being elected to the Presidency, in word and aet I have 
striven to represent all of oar men, and to emphasize the unity of the Con­
ference. I write because thio unity seems to me to be threatened. I would 
feel precisely the s~me way, if a call for a similar meeting had been issued 
by a group os "Zionist Ref::>rm Rabbis". 

I must confess that I um amazed at this action. None of these men has 
ha~ th8 courtesy to consult the officers of the Conference, although three of 
its ex-pr~sidents and at least one of its Executive Board are numbered among 
them. Some of them must surely know the record of the Conference in regard to 
similar actions in the past. I recall, from words of my father, that efforts 
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were made to organize an Ea.stern section of the Conference, and again a 
Southern one, that both these were discouraged, that it was pointed out to the,n 

thnt such organizo.tione would tend to break up the unity of the Conference, 
and to introduce int~ it purely sectional interests and concerns. And they 
were either forestalled or abandoned. This appeal for a meeting threatens 
a much deeper kind of disunity, one based on separate concepts nnd 1nterpret3-
ti6na · of Reform Jud3ism. 

I have reQd the call for this meeting carefully. It seems to me to 
propose that "like-minded" rabbis, - that is, those who arc both Reform 
rabbis and "non-Zionistic", come together. As far us I can tell (for I am 
not in the confidence of these men, as I have said, and can only conjecture 
from the r~ther vngue words of the document itsolf), the idea is to go back 
to thnt interpretation of Reform Jud~ism which prevuiled for long both in 
Germeny and here in Alleric~. Underlying the cDll appears also to be the 
conviction thnt this would strengthen tho st:itus of Jews "no mntter where 
they liv6". Such o. meeting would huve no reason for existence, if it did 
not adopt resolutions, issue public procl~mations, Md perhaps also set 
up machinery for its own perpetu~tion as a separate body. Whether they 
intend it or not, such a call, such a meeting, if held, is bound to sow 
disruption in the Conference, to provoke reprisals, to divide our men, 
within the folds of Reform Judaism into armed camps. 

All this is against the spirit and the purpose of our Conference. 
In the past there hnve been violent, and often ~bueive, debates on Zionism. 
Doubtless both sides, the majority and the minority, acted in accord with 
their convictions. But the minority, ao far as I know, never felt it 
necessary to go outside the Conference. They retained, ne they should, 
the right to their own individual expression and belief. But they did not 
organize groups to issue pronouncements and adopt credos outside the 
Conference. Even when the Conference wns avowedly and somewhat intensely 
anti-Zionist, it never took the view thnt those of its members who were 
Zionists, could not with propriety be members, and continue to express their 
point of view and labor for its dissemination and ndoption within the 
Conference. 

I believe that the reason for this record is bec~use the members of the 
Conference have nlweys recognized that Zionism, or anti-Zionism, was only part 
of their relation to Reform Judaism. Being exponents of freedom in faith, 
we could not w~ll deny n decent lDtitude of interpretation. But deeper thnn 
this divergence wns the consciousness of our own unity, of our capacity 
to work togeth~r. I would not venture to ~ay that we have achieved all we 
shoula, nor even come near achieving it; but, by working together, for the 
most part, inn spirit of brotherlinLss, of mutual dedication to certain 
tasks, we have to our credit ·.:more thtln a few victories. It is this unity, 
this resolve to work together deeplte ,,hatevor differences might exist, !lnd, 
more recently, I believe, the resolution to permit to individunls or groups 
within the Conference the right to their own interpretation of the relation 
between Reform Judaiam and, Zionism: this unity, this resolve, are im­
periled and threatened now! 

I cannot think that the men who issuod this call thought of all these 
things, or that they would persist in it, if they considered them. I ought 
not need to add that they uro strictly within their rights. Our Conference 
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is a vo1'mtary assocL..1.tiL)n. It exists only by virtue of the willing, self­
imposed discipline of its members. ,VJione can t:2ko t,ny c.ction. lie wrruies 
without it. Any group can secede, or, while remaining members, embark upon 
separate courses. All that I i.wk is that they, and the members at large, 
realize the connote.tion of their actions .... Whcrc will lie the reason for 
the Conference, if organized minorities within it adopt the policy of mEeting 
apart from it, adopting codos und is:Juing public statements? What respect 
doGs this s~o~, to the public, for th~ir own orgnnizntion? Whnt example 
of acceptance of democratic procedures does this seem to afford? 

It seems to me that, hnving regnrd to th~ unity such uctions will 
rapidly tend to det1troy, we ar8 bound to certain methods: To urge our own 
point of view within the Conference; to press for their odoption; to ex­
press them on thE· floor nnd in connection with discussions on the nature 
und policy of Reform Judnjsm; totry to win over fellow-members by argument 
~ncl persuasion; tp propound our own point of viev, from our pulpits, through 
tho Jov,ish press and in any othE::r indi vidu'1l v:ny thnt may be proper. But 
not, when we feel th:.:i. t v;e nre not in thf~ m-1j ori ty, however intensely Vie mn.y 
hold to our own convictions, e.nd. hov,cver we 1wy deplore our in~ibility to 
persu~de the Confcren're to adopt them, to orianize sGpr.x.rateJ.y, to cull on 
"like-minded" colleaguos to me;et vii th us, :md presumably to notify the pub­
lic of our specific point of view. I submit that this is not democratic 
procedu1·e, that it violates certain deep reljgious injunctions, thnt it is 
cnlcul~ted not only to disrupt the C')nfr~rence, but also to bring in its 
train~ whole host of deleteriou3 consequences in Reform Judaism itself. 

I do not know whether I have r:ade ~- point of view clnar. I repent: 
it hns nothing to do with this issue, or with the indlvidu~ls embroiled 
in it. Why crumot we talk these things over nmong ourselves? Why now do 
we have to fire ide:;i G a.nc.l forms of words !: t ~ch other across J.incs V?e vrill 
create? There i~ :1.bund~nt opportanity !G thin the Conference to consider 
nll these things. .And I pledge my word th:.:.t, vrhen this is nought, it will 
be given, ns far :is it i.s within rey pov,er to give it. But now, - both in 
the statement given to th~ Cincjnnati Enquirer on the Fridny night of the 
last convention, in the r osolution issued over the sign~tures of some 
sevc;nty of our mcobers, F.'I,d in this cnll for a meeting in Atlantic City: 
there hns been "unilut<:!rul II action, ni thout consultation, without any 
attempt at conciliation, and with o. rapidly widening brGe.ch coming from 
one action follovring swiftly upon the heels of another, each one going 
farther in the same direction! 

I appeal to tho signers of this cnll to withdraw it. I appeal to 
them to utilize the-: good officos of their own organization, through its 
constituted officers, mnung wr.om some of tl1e ~,igners are numbered. I 
appeal to them not to go through Mith this nction, to envisage before it 
is too lute what will result frr.m their pcsr:.::istencc in it. I appeal to 
them to accept the self-j_r:iposect diGciplil1e which has alw~ys b0en our 
strength. I r.ppeal. t u them ao i'riE:nds, ns men fr.)r w iom I hllVH respect and 
nffection, as mc:n uho wou1d not., except in th0 heat of anger, move toward 
dividing their own orgr~niaation, :~n org:miznt.ion to ·hich f!OJJc· of them have 
alro~dy · giv~h so much in Dcrvic~. 
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And, again, I appeal to all members of the Conference, to whom this 
appeal hns gone, not to he2rken to it. I appeal to them, should its signers 
persist, not to atter1d such a meeting. I appeal to them to express, to me 
and to those responsible for this call, their agreement with what I have 
written. Should the signers listen +,o what soems reason to me, I promise 
to see to it that abundant opportunity will be afforded nt the next convention 
to discuss the whole matter, both in confidential session, and, if need be, 
in public. Should they desire it, (as is always the right of any group 
of our membtrs), I shall ask the F.Jcecutive Board to call a special session 
of the Conference. But I nppenl to them to desist, - and to our members 
to coma to our aid in persucding them, both by word and act. I want all 
this done, before it is too lnte. For I know that, should this meeting 
be held, it will be too late. -

I end as I bogo.n. I write this, of my own personal volition alone, 
because I nm deeply distrubed, because I cannot see the welfare of our 
Conference so seriously threatened. Please write to me, ,"llld let me know 
whether you agree with cc! 

With every assurance of cordial and friendly regard, 

Sincerely yours, 
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Phi l.a.delphia, Pa. 

May 21, 1942 

..-"""'r6 all Non-Zionist Reform Rabbis who have been and Fi.re age.in asked to a.ttend 
a meeting on June l rmd 2nrt, ht the Ho~el Chelsea., At1r1.ntic City, N. J. 

Dear Colleagues: 

This is to infonn you that sine e the first invi thtion of the undersigned to 
me~ inf Ol"[lally in Atlfmtic City, N ~J., June l t1.nd 2nd, there lmve be en roo.ny 
negotiations between the President of the Conference, Rabbi James G. Heller, And 
the undersigned. JDvery effort hti.s been mo.de on both sides to secure pea-ee a.s 
bet'.rreen opposing interpretn.tioni, of Refom Jud8.ism. As you undoubtedJ.y know, 
the Presiden~ of the Conference has proposed the calling of A. Special Session 
of ·che Conferehco, at which he would rec0Mr.1end& 

(1) tmt the contract of 1935 bo revived; 

(2) thE~t i~ be n.c,.de stronger by the passage of ft. by-lnw, rnnking neutrality on 
tho ZioniRt issue a pemA.nont rule; 

( 3) ~hf1.t 1 t be ar.knowledged as a. [iistA.ke that the Amy Resolution had been 
pr~sscd ELt ~e Cincinnati Conference; 

(4) to sit down together o.nd discuss fundr.i.l'lentt.J. issues such as the relationship 
of Zionisn to Refom, n. rnpprochrlent between Reforn Judn.isc ftlld Zionisn, a.nd the 
ess~ntinl ideas of Refom --

on conrti tion thnt we would ri.grea to CA.n.cel the Atlnntic City neeting. 

We looked upon the proposnl with frs.vor, on the further condition thn.t the 
President reconr1end the.t the Amy Resolution be expunged frnn the ninutes. This 
he very definitely refused to do. 

Agfdn, tho undersigned conferred with one o.nother, soMe of ~her.1 personally, rnA.ny 
by long distn.nce telephone, EJ.nd nll of thee by corresp()ndence. The prepondern.nt 
majority of the undersigned then felt thht there was no wn7 out other~ thA.t 
of rieetinc in AtlA.I1.tic City as originally plMned. 

This is now the fiMl decision of the undersigned. A copy of our letter to 
President Heller is herewith enclosed, ela.bor~ting still further our rensoning. 
We should hasten to SR.Y thn-t a conference between the President, the Vic~-Presiden1t 
SFs.l"Jlel Goldensnn, f1.nd Louis Wolsey, wns hnd nui te infom,1.lly o.nd A.i□r1.bly r1.t 
Pi ~tsburgh. In other words, no s"tone hn.s been left unturned to neet the 
President 1s propoMls ns fFs.irly ri.nd ec,ui tably HS we know how. There seens to be 
no way out, Md the decision is now definite. 

We call upon nll those who are like-ninded with us in the Refom mbhinate, to 
convene in Atlf1.J'\tic City ft.t the Ho~el Chelsea on Mnndny nnd Tuesday, June land 
2nd. Alreadt ovflr one-hri.lf of the 160 nen to whon we issued the invi -tntion, ht1.ve 
responried one wny or annther. Most of thti.t one-lY1.lf will defini toly be present; 
ton sn.y they will try to attend, Md of those whn any they will not R.ttend, 
noo.rly one-third Bf1.Y "they are synp,~thetic wi ~ "the neeting. 

I 

I 



~Ve now cnll not tu.one upon all r,f those who hkve so far resp'>nderi, but upon A-11 '>tmrs who nre llke-cinried with us n.nd who believe our nee~in~ is concerned iinly with "hlle preaervn:t.1011 of our 1nterpretat1()n of Rcfom Judn.isn, 't() nake Jo:mwn f!.:t ,2.n.£.2, their willingness to couo nnd cnnfer w1 th us. Mny we also sum;est ~hfi.t r1.ll thoao who plra.n tn cone, shoulri nake their reservations nt the Hn~ol Chelsea il'3'1edirt tely? 

Rf\test $6 a tiA.y with neals, two in roon; 
7 • · •• " " , si~lA 

More nortest J')rice1 hos~elrl.es ft.re 1n the neighbtlrhnnr\ of the Chelsen.. Your synphthy with tha novenent n.nri your supporl of it. r,,re ur~ently solir.1 ~ed. If, for prn.cticnl or professio?lR.l reas"lns, you are Ul'l.ri.ble to eor.ie, wo shoul" he very glA.ri to hn.vo you oanrl us n. worri of ancour,it;enent n.nrt surrort. You will find enclosert n copy of tho inf ornru. prn~rt.i.r1 of the nee~ing. 

L,.,old.ng forwnrri to seeing you in Atlfmtic City, we n.re, 

Elner Berger 
E. N. Cn.liach 
Beryl D. Cohon 
Willin.n H. Finoshriher 
Solonon Foster 
Nrn,.vi.n Gerstenfelri 
S. H. Golrtennon 
A. D. Goode 

Abrnhti.n Holtzber3 
lBA.t.1.C Lr~nnA.n 
LS. s. LM.za.ron 
Olif ton H. Levy 
NA.than Perilnan 
i°lillinc Rosenau 
w1illiE..n F. Ros~n'>lun 
Bltgene J. Sa.ck 

Snnuel Sandnel 
Ah mhAn D • ShA.w 
Abraht~ S hustema.n 
MeJ.e()lM H, 3tern 
Nf\thA.n Stem 
s. s. Tedesche 
Dt1.viri H, Wice 
Louis vVolsey 

P.a. PLmASID DO ?JOT GIVE mrnum THIS OR ANY OF THE ENCLOSURES, TO THE PRESS CJ\ TO ANY NBrlS-GATHEI\ING AGEJroY • NO PUm.J:CITY REQUESTED, 
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OF 
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OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

WISE CENTER 

READING RD. AND N. CRESCENT 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 
lay 26, 1942 

To the Members of the 'C onfercnce:­

Dear Colleague': 

CXECUTIVE COARD 

SOLOMON N. BAZELL, Louiaville, KJ'. 
PHILIP D. BOOKSTABElt, Harrisburs, PL 
BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, Ohio 
FERDINAND M. l88ERMAN, St. Louia, llo. 
EMIL w. LEIPZIGER, New Orleans, La. 
HARRY s. MARGOLIS, St. Paul, Minn. 
JULIUS MARK, Nashville, Tenn. 
AHRON OPHER, New York City 
LAWRENCE w. SCHWARn, Wl1ite Plains, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Baltimore, Md. 
SIDNEY s. TEDESCHE, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Louis WOLSEY, Phllndelphia, Pa. 

Even before receiving the letter sent out by Drs. Fineshriber and Wolsey 
on behalf of their group, I had intended writing to you. I feel that it is 
11\Y duty to keep the me!llh('rS of the Cc•nference informed concerning the progress 
of all these events for they have a de3p bterest in the future of their own 
organization. I received mr.i.ny rcplie.s -~o the communication I dispatched to 
you some three weeks ago, ru:d the over.whelming ma.jo11 ity of them, by almost 
seven or eight to one, indicated their assent to the point of view implicit 
in the letter. 

Meenwhile a number of things have been happening. Before describi.na 
them to you, I should like to reiterate that in the negotiations which I 

initiated, and in various other matters that have ariseQ, I have striven 
to act with the best interests of the Conference in mind, feeling - as I did 
and do - that its unity is imperiled. I have not acted as a Zionist, nor 
have I weighted the scales, in D\Y own mind, in favor of one side or the other. 
But to the facts first! 

I did not feel satisfied merely with appealing to the members of the 
Conference not to attend the Atlantic City session, or to those who sent out 
the call to abandon their proposal. Though all this had been done without 
consuitctlon of the officers of the Conference, it did not seem to me a time 
to stund on our dignity. Nor could I share the conviction of some of our memberij 
expre~sed to me in person or by letter, that perhaps it was a good thing that 
the issue would be joined, or of others that we should pcy no attention to the 
mattert 

I asked Dr. Freehof to arrFU1ge a meeting with Drs. Goldenson and Wolsey 
in Pittsburgh. This meeting of the four of us was held fifteen days ago, on 
May 11th. I believe that they will agree thot the whole matter was discussed 
thoroughly and on the whole amicably. The chief point I tried to press home 
was that, though I had no doubt that these gentlemen and those who went along 
with them were entirely sincerG in their declaration that they had no intention 
to act "without the Conference", or to create n schism, matters uould follow 
a certnin logical course, which I ventured to predict. Many times in life, it 
is not intentions that matter, for we cannot alv,ays see clearly what will be 

esults of our actions. Implicit, to my mind, in the convoking of such 
- in the reprisals it will tend to provoke, in the declarations 



it will be tempted to icsue (if it take the whole matter as passionately 
and with as much religious fervor as the firnt call ,'!.1.nd ·Lhi~ recent letter 
indicate), is the tendGncy to divide our Conference into two caucuses, to 
have decisions arrived at by groaj)s organized outside the Conference, to 
reduce the Conference to a d0bating-society on Zionism and anti-Zionism, and 
to overshadow all the many other issues and interests of the Reform rabbinate 
and of Reform Judaism. The letters you, the members of the Conference, have 

-- written to me, confirm me in this point of view. For two reasons! One group 
of extremists welcomes the conflict, - or rather, two groups of extremists, at 
either corner of the ring; but most of the members of the Conference, - again, 
I repeat, overwhelmingly, dislike the whole affair, feel that there is no good 
reason for it, believe that, whether they mean it to be or not, there is danger 
and undemocratic procedure implicit in the calling of this separatist meeting, 
and do not want the emphasis in their organization to be concentrated on this 
one issue. 

At any rate, I think I convinced Dr. Goldenson and Dr. Wolsey of all this. 
I made them this proposal: th8t (as I had suggested in my first letter, as 
you may recall) I summon a spccicl ~,ession of the Conference arotmd the middle 
of June, and that thure I ask the members to t!J.ke the so-called "neutrality 
Resolution" of 1955 and mc.ke it a by-lm-✓ of the Conference. Personally I 
favored doing this. And I believe that the majority of our members would favor 
it. There has been a tremendous lot of misunderstanding about this resolution. 
There is in the letter sent out by Drs. Fineshriber and Wolsey on M~y 21st. 
It~ not an "agreement". It was passed by a majority of 81 to 25, according 
to the Yearbook, after a resolution in table it had lost by a vote of 51 to 53. 
106 members were present and voted, - just four mere than voted on the Jewish 
Arrey Resolution. Yet now this has· becc-me a "Torah 1 1Moshe miSinai". At the 
time I proposed it, I made clear that it was a conncious effort to break the 
precedtmt set by the anti-Zionists in the Conference for forty-five years, 
that of ramming anti-Zionism down th€ throats of the Zionisti. I wanted the 
Conference to haven decent respect for the opinions of those with whom the 
majority differed, mid within Reform Jud.:iism to give them the fullest ln ti tude 
and libGrty. Personally I still believe that this is wise and just. I believe 
that the adoption of that Resolution w&s a good thing for the Conference, and 
I think that most of our members would like to see it continued. 

However, all this is somewhat irrelevant, and in prompted by s::>me of the 
things that have been said and \:ri tten. MY purpose is to go on with the story. 
At the meeting we h&d in Pittsburgh Dr. GolJenson nnd Dr. Wolsey indicated 
their willingness to accept this propos::.l, made, I huve forgotten to add, on 
conditionthat they cull off their prJposed meeting for June 1st and 2nd. 
They so.id naturally that they would have to cunsult their comrades. Dr. Wolsey 
then sent out a letter, which begun with a very unfortunate though doubtless 
inadvertent·, mistake in recollection. He reported to his group that Freehof 
and I had agreed also to suggest an expunging df the Army res0lution from the 
records of the Conference. This I had never suggested. And consultation of 
both Freehof and Goldenson by Wolsey subst;mtinted the fact that this was an 
error. I think it was a pity. For perhaps, if these false hopes ho.d not been 
raised, we might have been able to go ah nd. At [~1\Y rate, as by now you know, 
"after serious consideration", they decided to go ahead. The meeting will be 
held. The consequ0nces will follow. I feel verr heavy-hearted a.bent the 
V1hole thing, for, unless I err, unless I nm (ns some have said) -t•p.'.lllicky" 
about this whole aff3ir, unless I am too sure of the course events which are 
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now likely to follow, I foresee a long n~riod of a widening breach, driven not mer-&lJ· through the Confcrenc€, but thr::>ugh the Union and CollGge too• 

Aft.er the most careful clelj bere.tlon I feel it my duty to add something mo-rt: ! Jill this v:hich I send to you ir, you will und1 ·rstund, on my ovm ini tia­ti ve, and rcpras£nts only my own point of view. I shall, of.course, have . it disc-us~E..d by the Executive Board of the ConfE'rence, when it meots here in Cincinnati on June 3rd. But meanwhile, let me write this •••• 

I 3hould not need to begin with the declaration that I have every affection 6Uld r€garcl for the rabbis who are responsible for all this. Many of them are, und I hope will continue to be, my friends. I am sure th~t they believe that they are doing the right, thGt both in intent nnd method they are followi~g their most precious ideals. I ·1m equally sure thR t they are profoundly mis­led, that they describe a condition which does not exist (especially in their letter of May 21st), that they forget the long yo~rs in which the Conference was belligerently anti-Zionist, nnd especially tho.t they shut their eyes to the probable consequences of thF·ir O\-vn ic.0as and o.ctions. Before our con­versation in Pittsburgh, ond bcforG the mnny letters I have exchanged with members of this group, it vms possible:: to S[!Y th~~t they "had no intention" of splitting the Confc4 rence. Now they add th'J.t, if this should occur, the blame will be on the cth1.:r side. I repc:a t th·1 t you cannot take a loaded pistol in your hand, have someone toll you it is lo2ded, point it at someone's head, pull the trigger, und then contGnd thJt you h~d no idea that it might kill him. These gentleman are proceeding in spite of this warning, in spite of the offer of their ovm organization to hold a special convention, in spite of the signals of future discord that already a~e fluttering. To write, ns they do, that they will not consent to the convoking of a convention where such a by-law might be defeated, or where there might be acrimonious discussion, is to venture too far in prediction. I ftel certain that this would not have been so ... But it does no good t0 insist upon this. The die is cast, and events must t2ke their course. 

There are several things I must add, before I close this long letter. I make no pretense of infallibility or omniseiencc. I may have been in error in not declaring the "Army" resolution out of order. I still do not think so. Nor do I think that itu passa.r:c justifies all this hubbub. Nor does the pictur~, that is held forth, ;that the Conference ~d Jewish life have witnessed a long process of appe&sewent of Zioni~ts by non-Zionists, of slow but con­sistent ~ithdrawal, of aggression by one side and perfect and pacific silence by the other, appear to me within mnny rr.iles of truth! ..... This is not what I vmnted to write ! I was led aside::: for the momPnt by the indignation I cannot entirely repress. I still muintc.in that the Conference is the place for oll this, that nothing is g~ined by c~ususes 0r discussions outside it. I still mnintQin thnt the convoking of this meeting, now morG emphatically as a result of the na.rrntivc I have sent you abov0, ts against tho whole tradition of the Conference, Llnd ~gainst. lts wclfrrre, intontion:1.ll y or unintentionally. At this tim~, \'!her_i Vlc h:.ive a. host of important things to do, thG Ponsicn Plan, Rpproved by the Un1cn rts well as the C.C.A.R., anc.l "r~ady to go", the energetic and effe;ctive work we have beGn doing and a.re contir.uing to do on chaplaincies; the ·ork on the Prayer Book, etc., etc; :it this time in world Jewish history, when not the insi.stence upon crednl or pr ~cticnl points of view, however ardently nnd sincerely h~ld, but def0ns0, unity, life ~re import~nt: it seems to me a tragedy to go through with fuis. 
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I end with the hope thc.t our members will not ntt0nd the meeting in 
AtlDntic City, thc.t they will cleave t > th0ir own org·nlization, and use 
it and it alone for the corporti.tc exprt;ssioh of th0ir vi0ws and their pro­
grams. I promise thom that, us far us it lies within my power, the Con­
farence will continue to give every·consideraticn to all its members, not 
to become the possession of one group or of the_oth8r. 

Again I would be happy to hear from the members their opinion of all 
these facts and events. I know from what you have written me that you too 
feel deeply about all this. With friendli8st greetings, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

JGH: IM 



JAMl'.S G. HELLER, rresident 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, Vice-President 
Plttaburah, Pa. 

LOUIS BINSTOCK, Treasurer 
Chicairo, Ill. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Recording Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

811:,Nl'.Y L. REGNER, Corre;iponding Secretary 
Readinir, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

WISE CENTER 

READING ROAD AND NORTH CRESCENT 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

~ 28, 1942 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

ll:XECUTIV£ SOARD 

BARNETT R. BRICKNIER, Cleveland, Ohio 
EPHRAIM FRISCH, San Antonio, Texu 
8. BENIEDICT GLAZIER, New York City 
ABRAM V. GOODMAN, Davenport, Iowa 
SAMUEL M. GUP, Columbus, Ohio 
FERDINAND M. ISBIERMAN, St. Louie, Mo. 
EMIL w. LEIP'ZIGER, New Orleana, La. 
JOSHUA L. LIEBMAN, Doston, Mau. 
HARRY s. MARGOLIS, St. Paul, Minn. 
JULIUS MARK, Nashville, Tenn. 
AHRON OPHER, Nf:w York City 
All RA HAM SHUSTERMANN, Baltimore, ,'. rl. 
LOUIS WOLSEY, I'hiladelphia, Pa. 

..-
is zqy- first opportunit7 to answer your long letter of llay 
and even now I find JV'Self tmable to answer it in detail. 

ve written to Rabbi Brickner suggesting that you, he and I 
might get together to talk this whole thing over. I am going down 
South this week-end and I have a meeting of the Board of the Con­
ference on Wednesday, June 5:rd. At that time the whole matter 
will probably be aired. Af'ter this, I will be able to come up 
to Cleveland for a confidential meeting with the two of you. I 
shall await word ab~ut this. 

As you know by now, the proposal I ma.de about the convokirg 
of a special session of the Conference was turned down. Whether I~ 
right or wrong, these men are now in the position of h&Ting refused 
what must look to the great majority of our members like a generous 
concession. I believe they have put themselves into the position 
of 11Korach". Aeyhow, what I am t17ing to do is to hold fast the 
great number of men in the Conference who are more concerned abcut 
the maintenance of its unity than about any Armageddon ot Zionism 
and anti-Zionism. Personally, I am convinced that this is not only 
just and right,but that it is also good policy. 

However, I think we ought to be prepared for some of the things 
that are likely to come;and it is for this reason that I would 
welcome the chance of talking it over with Barney and you. 

Friendly greetings. 

Yours as ever, 

: DI 

• 



OFFICER■ 1842- 43 

JAMES G. HELLER, President 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, Vir -P r esid nt 
Pittsburgh , Pn. 

LOUI■ BINSTOCK, Treasurer 
Chicago, Ill . 

l ■AAC E. MARCUSON , Recording Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER , Correspond ing Secreta ry 
Readin g , P a . 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

CO MMITTEE ON S Y NAG OG ANO THE COMMUNITY 

SAMUEL WOHL, CHAIRMAN 

ISAAC M . WISE TEMPLE 

READING RO . 8& N . CRESC&:NT AVE. 

CINCINNATI. OHIO 

June e, 1942 

E.105th St. and tnsel Road 
Cleve land, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

EXEC U T IVE BOA.RD 

S OLOMON N . BA.ZELL, Louiaville, Ky 

PHILIP D. BOOKSTAIIER, Harr isbu rg, P a. 

BARNETT R . BRI C KNER, Cleveland, Ohio 

FERDINA.ND M . ISSERMA.N, St. Louis, Mo. 

E MIL w. LEIPZIGER, New Orl•ana, La. 

HARRY 8. MARGOLIS, St. Paul, Minn. 
JULIUS MARK, Nashvill e, Tenn. 
AHRON OPHER, New York .City 

LAWREN CE W . S C HWARTZ, White P lain11, N. \ 

ABRAHAM SHUSTERMA.N, Baltimore, Md. 

SIDNEY s. TEDESCHE , llrooklyn, N. Y. 

L o u r s WOLSEY, P hilnddphia , Pa. 

The Independent Jewish Preas Service ha s agreed to syndicate for us a 

series ot articles written on contemporary problems. On behalf of 

the Co.nmittee on Synagog and the Conmunity, I have agreed to enlist a 

number ot men tor the writing ot articles on several themes. 

Among those that are to be written immediately are the rollowing: 

(~) Should -- or May -- The Pulpit Be User to Spur the War Spirit? 

(2) Is Reform Judai• A Potent Force in American Jewry Today? 

(3) Has The Rabbi Anything to Say to an Anxious L~ity in Wartime? 

(4) Has The Rabbinate Any Constructive Contribution to Make to 
Postwar Planning? 

(5) Has The Role ot the Ra} >1 Changed in America in the Last 
Generation? 

I know that you can do an excellent job on the topic, "Has The Rabbinate 

J..ny Constructive Contribution To Make to Postwar Planning?", and I am 

asking you to do it ithin the next two weeks. 

The agreement with the syndicate concerning the type or wri t ing is, •the 

articles must be no more than 1,200 or 1,400 words at the utmost. 

Otherwise, the papers will not publish the miterial. The ~riting must be 

simple and not ornate. It must not take tor granted knowledge on the 

part ot th e average reader .... Such articles must, of course, be exclusive 

to this syndicate, although aubseauentl7, ot course, you may use allot 

• em in any manner you see tit.• 



RABBI EMIL W. LEIPZIGER 

TOURO SYNAGOGUE 

NEW ORLEANS 

June 10th 
1 9 4 2 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
!'he '1empl e, 
&\.st 105th St. at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Colleague: 

Some time ago I wrote to you about the possibility of 
talking with the Chairman of the National Refugee CoJ11Dit­
tee as to the possibility of taking over the relief of 
refugee rabbis. You said that you would be in New York 
on Ua.y 12th and would take the matter up at that time. 

I had also written to Jonah Wise to use his good offices 
to this end ae you, he and I were appointed a committee 
to arrange for this, to us, very important change, if 
possible. Our pension plans are under way and it will 
mean that we shall have to use our funds for that pur­
pose. 

I wonder if you found 1~ possible to do this when you 
were in New York. I shall appreciate a reply at your 
earliest convenience. 

With many thanks for your offer of cooperation, I remain 

Yours fraternally, 

w-' 
EMIL W. LEIPZIGER 

EWLafk 



Of"FICERS t9•Z-•3 

JAMC9 G. HELLER, Prcsicient 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, Vicc-l'reRidcnt 
l'ittsburgh, Pa. 

LOUIS BINSTOCK, T1·easurer 
Chicago, Ill. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Recording Sl•Cretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, C'orrt'SJ)OllUing Secrctary 
Heatlinit, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF RECORDING SECRETARY 

204 BUFORD PLACE 

MACON, GA. 

June 22, 1942 

Mr. H.A. Levy, Secretary, 
The Tanple, 
105th St• & Ansel Rd• , 
Cle val and., 0. 

De'3l' ir. Levy: 

I have your letter of June 17th, 

EXIICUTIVII ■OARD 

SOLOMON N. BAZIILL, Loui11ville, Ky. 

PHILIP D. BOOKSTAIIER, llurriaburc, Pa. 
BARNETT R . BRICKNER, Cle\'clnnd, Ohio 
FltRDINANO M. ISSERMAN, St. Louie, Mo 
EMIL w. LEIPZIGER, New Orleans, l..t . 
HARRY s. MARGOLIS, St. Paul, Minn. 
JULIUS MARK, Na~hville, Tenn. 
AHRON OPHER, N w York City 
LAWRENCE W. SCHWARTZ, White Plain!!, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, llaltimore, Md. 

SIDNEY s. TEOESCHE, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Louis WoLOEY, Philadelphia, Pn. 

ordering 250 copies of M0 rning Service for the Sabbath 
from the Union Prayerbook. 

I regret to inform you that the Union 
Prayerbook is no longer published in sections, and that 
only the complete volume is available. 

I :EM 

Cordially yours, 

E. Marcuson, 
Secretary 



RABBI EMIL W. LEIPZIGER 

TOURO SYNAGOGUE 

NEW ORLEANS 

• 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
he Temple, 

1'..ast lO~th St. at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Colleagues 

July 8th 
1 9 4 2 

I notice in my correspondence for June I called your attention 
again to the problem of Refugee Rabbis and the possibility of 
having the National Refugee ~ervice take over the responsibility 
for them which has been assumed by the Central Conference for 
several years. 

The last I heard on this matter was from Jonah Wise on June 15th 
who said he hoped to see you in the very near future and discuss 
the matter with you. I hope this has happened and that you have 
some information which you have gotten from talking with the lea­
ders in New York. 

As you know, if we go forward with our Pension Plan in the Confer­
ence, we shall have to give up moat of our assets and it will be 
posaible only to spend such money for relief and subvention as•• 
can obtain through our Solicitations Committee. 

'l'rusting that you end yours are well, I remain, with warm, frat­
ernal greetings 

tours sincerely, 

{f( 
EMIL W. LEIPZIGER 

EWLafk 



Rabbi Jonua le Wi••• 
II ••ta.a-'•• 
... fork, 1.1. 

DM.r Jonalat 

M1 lotll 
1 t 4. I 

, . 
X ••• h(ore • • ••n of your 1-'t•r wrttt• to £;b• Hillel 
811••• OIi "'17 ftll 1a wblcll JO• •un•t le 11111 ta.at tile •t..-. 
1al at ._.. la the otfl•• ot tu_.. l• ao iaM111Pl-'• that it 
i1 taponlllle to - to aa, eoael .. lo■ at to wtaat ,._ pnt.l• 
r•llJ le • . tlieNION, JW l••I lt w.U ~ a ••t•·•t iille 
wltla tbat MUI lafo11111lloa to Md •~• \u liftvliYe of tlle 
DepU'taeatotlbeaa. 

You •ua••t tllat •r• ilatonalioa lte oM&iaed Ir• Ra~lai lelia 
~- I thlu JOV id• 1• a aoo• ... INt , .......... JO• let­
ter to•• SllYer iiatofM • that lie w twl•• tried to'" Rablti 
Wiae (and I ••ppo•• he ••• 8'eph•) to arrup for a IIH\111 
wltll the laMU'll•• of the IRI ltut to ao aftll ud he1 lilYer, 
•ua••t• tllat 1 take the •'lter 11P ,1nctl1 1a .. ottiaial ooa­
■uaieatloa troa the Cetral Coateren••• 

Tber• ••••to,. a oonn1ri of adYiaa here. I'd ra:\ber do 
thl••• Adop\ yow ■\IIIUtloa ot 1nti111 the iatonaatloa tro■ 
r.1u l,ffJ and , .... Rlldt it to JOU ..... te atl••r to pr•••ll'I 
to \be lxeauti•• of the proper Depe.n.eBI of the ua. I up• 
thia will Ht with 8ilYer•• appro•al• l 1uppo1a it will it the 
hfo,atloa ll OOIIIPl.te tJIOU,11• 

Thaut .. Jou tor ,ov effort• up 'lo now, I r-ln, with •na, 
traternal ar .. tiac• 

Tova ,t .. •r•lJ, 

llllL •• LllPIICIBR 
Ill.aft 

cc to Rabbi Sil •er v 



Jul 15, 1942 

Rabbi Emil • Lei ziger 
Touro yna o • 

o Orlan, La. 

, r b 1 Le pzi err 

Thank you for "our t o letter • 
The bbi 1 e to .. om referred in my 
letter to you not tephen, but Jonah 
.ise. I ould raiter te auu 8tion t t 
~rter you ve ob ed. all the necesa 
data, , u send an o f'ici commwuc:. t ... on 
direct to the N tion Re ug Service. 

ith all good , 1. Jes, I 
r in 

Very cordially y urs, 

AHSaBK 



Jul.1' l, l Z 

Dr, Joseph L. Fink 
Teaple Beth Zion 
De, .... ,11 ... e venue 
Bui'£ lo, .Y. 

ear Jo l 

Th nk you ao auch r y ur lO'lel note. 
I appreci te your th tt\llness in 1:ting to .. 

the love th • which you y. t 
t th.a Cante:ren • waa a splendid d the 

aumer 1n lob d1?f10\llt tm.f'\Ill,PT..:c e 

tranaacted b the del •OCMl-od& la. 

I ho 
ro long for 

ood i shee nd opin t 
and r sttul summer, Ir 

aBX 

• co i&l t.lr , 
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''Attd the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." Iaaiah 31-1 7 
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COMMISSION ON JUSTICE AND PEACE 

FERDINAND M. ISSERMAN, CHAIRMAN 

October 13, 1942 JOSEPH RAUCH, VICE-CHAIRMAN 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

PHILIP S. BERNSTEIN 

WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER 

ABRAM B. GOODMAN 

JULIUS MARK 

GENERAL COMMISSION 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER 

MAX C. CURRICK 

MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 

LEON FRAM 

ADOLPH FINK 

ERIC FRIEDLAND 

EPHRAIM FRISCH 

SAMUEL H. GOLDENSON 

ALBERT GOLDSTEIN 

SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 

ROBERT I. KAHN 

ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 

LEE J. LEVINGER 

EUGENE J. SACK 

SAMUEL TEITELBAUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The :em le 
E. 105th t. & Ansel oad 
Cleveland, Ohio 

De~r bba: 

I wonder if your formulatio of the religious basis 
of a Just and Righteous Peace is neuring completion. 
Since writing to ou there has been some change in 
the d te of the Institute. 

In all likelihood it will e held on the campus 
of the Eebre Union Colle eon Dec. 2let through 
Dec. 24th. The dormitor of the College ill be 
available for us and should be conducive to 
thorough work. I am meeting with the dministra­
tive Committee of the Justice and Peace Commission 
in Chicago within a eek to make final plans. 
There is the possibility that the Rabbinical Assem­
bly will co-eponsor the Institute. 

Do let me hear from you at once. 
wishes, I remain, 

i th all good 

Sincerely yours, 

, I :JiliF 

"And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." haiah 31-11 
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COMMISSION ON JUSTICE AND PEACE' 

FERDINAND M. ISSERMAN, CHAIRMAN October 23, 1942 
JOSEPH RAUCH, VICE-CHAIRMAN 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

PHILIP 5. BERNSTEIN 

WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER 

ABRAM 8. GOODMAN 

JULIUS MARK 

GENERAL COMMISSION 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER 

MAX C. CURRICK 

MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 

LEON FRAM 

ADOLPH FINK 

ERIC FRIEDLAND 

EPHRAIM FRISCH 

SAMUEL H. GOLDENSON 

ALBERT GOLDSTEIN 

SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 

ROBERT I. KAHN 

ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 

LEE J. LEVINGER 

EUGENE J. SACK 

SAMUEL TEITELBAUM 

:Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 165th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

It has definitely been decided ihat the American Institute 
on Judaism and a Just and Enduring Peace is to be held 
on the campui of the Hebrew Union College from Dec. 21st 
through Dec. 24th. 

Inasmuch as you are preparing a study for it, I hope you 
will be able to arrange your plans so as to be in atten­
dance at that time. 

Sincerely yours, 

FMI:AHF 

''And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE," Ieaiah 3z-r7 



STANDARD TIME INDICATED 
RECEIVED AT I 

f t:.~ EPHONE YOUR TELEGRAMS 
TO POtilTAL TELEGRAPH 

J13 85 DL=TD CINCINNUTI OHIO 25 1107A 
DR ABBA HILLEL SILBER= 

105 ST AND ANSEL RD CLEVELAND OHIO= 

THIS IS A FULL RATE TELEGRAM, CABL& 

GIIA"1 OR RA0t0GRAM UNLESS OTHCRWISE; 

INOICATEO IIY SYMIIOl., IN THE PREAMBLE 

OR IN T HE ADDRESS Of' T HE MESSAGE. 

S YMIIOUi OESIGNATI .. 
SERI/ICE SELECTED 

"RE OVTLINEO IN Tl 

ON HAND AT EACH OFFICIE AND ON FII..E WITH 

R£GVLATORY AUTHOR! flES. 

_, ' ,.... -.. v 
1·· • 

I I / :-· 
~J I 

JUST SENT THIS TO JONAH WISE" CHANCED TO LISTEN TO WOLSEY LAST 
NIGHT ON MESSAGE OF ISRAEL SERMON VIOLATED EVERY CANON 0~ FAIRNES 
AND WAS AGAINST PROCEEDURE YOU HAVE INSISTED UPON WITH VARIOUS 

OTHERS AS TO AVOIDANCE OF CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS ASK NOW THAT YOU 
GIVEOTHER SIDE HEARING OVER THE AIR TOP IF MESSAGE OF ISRAEL IS 
TO BECOME PLATFORM FOR PROPAGANDA OF ONE GROUP OF WHICH YOU ARE 

A MEMBER I AND MANY OTHERS WILL FIGHT IT". PLEASE WIRE HIM IN SAME 
VEIN REGARDS=, 

JAMES G HELLER --. I 11am ,f 

l'f -......... .......... AT ......... ·····-
..... 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

ISAAC M. WISE TEMPLE 

READING RO. & N. CRESC&:NT AVE. 

CINCINNATI. OHIO 

November 4, 1942 

E. 105th St. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

AHRON OPHER, New York City 
LAWRENCE w. SCHWARTZ:, White Plaine, N. \. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, naltimore, Md. 

SIDNEY s. TEDESCHE, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
LOUIS WOLSEY, Philndl'lphia, Pa. 

Some time ago I asked you to prepare an article for the lnde endent 
Jewish Press Service. You were unable to do that ,t the time. Now 
I have arranged with the Syndioate to have the aeries published in 
January. I am, therefore, ea~er to have you write this article now. 

I am repeating what l said in~ tormer letter, so that you may know 
what is being done. 

The Independent Jewish Press Service has agreed to syndicate tor us a 
series or articles written on contemporary problems. On behalt or the 
Oonmittee on Synagog and the Community, I have agreed to enlist a 
number ot men for the writing of articles on several themes. 

Among those that are to be written are the tollowing: 

(1) Should -- or May -- 'lbe Pulpit Be Used to Spur The War Spirit? 

(2) Is Reform Judaism a Potent Force in .American Jewry Today? 

(3) Has The Rabbi Anything to say to an AnXious Laity in Wartime? 

(4) Has '!be Rabbinate Any Constructive Contribution to Make to 
Postwar Planning? 

(5) Ha• The Role ot the Rabbi Changed in America in the Lo.st Generation? 

I know that you can do an excellent job on the topic, "Has The Rabbinate 
Any Constructive Contribution to Make to Postwar Planning?'', and l am 
asking you to do it within the next two weeks. 

The agreement with the syndicate concerning the tJPe or writing is, "the 
articles must be no more than 1,200 or 1,400 worda at the utmoat. other-

wise, the papers will not publish the material. The writing must be simple 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

and not ornate . lt must not take for r ~nted knowledge on t he part 
of the average reader .... Such 3r t icles must, of course, be exclusive 
to this syndicate, a lthough subsequently, of cour e, y u may use all of 
them in any manner you see f it." 

Sincerely, 

S / :AS 

/ 
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Ferdinand •• Ie e.rman 
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(Reprinted by Spe~ial Permission) 

INDEPENDENI' 
JEWISH PRESS SERVICE, Inc. 207 Fourth Avenue, New York City 

12.14.42 

MINORITY RABBIS CONSPIRE WITH HANDFUL WEALTHY JEWS TO FIGHT ZION­
ISM IN U.S.A. AND PALESTINE 

.......... 
Irreligious Asked to Join Religious Reform Jews to 

Strengthen Anti-Zionist War 

.......... 
Anti-Zionist Leader Claims Pipeline to State Department 

And Ca\inet Members 

.......... 
Smashing of American Jewish Canmittee Threatened by Group 

Calling Itself Council for Ameri~an Judaism if Outright 

Anti-Zionist Platform Rejected 

. . . . . . . . . . 
Philadelphia (JPS) -- With the objective of splitting all of American 

Jewish life, war has been pledged on Zionism and on all persons and 

institutions sympathetic to that program, with the wealth of influen­

tial Jews and the power even of irreligious Jews mobilized in order to 

smash every gain the Zionist movement has made in the United States 

and. Palestine in forty years. 

That ie the ambitious goal set for itself by the group in­

nocuously called the Council for .American Judaism, which was born in 

this city six weeks ago (Continued on Page 2) 
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PAGE (2) 12.14.42 

although its birth was announced only this week. Dedicated to battle 
against those who would ~uild up . the Jewish National Home in Pales­
tine, the initial meeting was held, ironically enough, in Temple Ro­
deph Shalan, wh:tch m0t1ns "pursuit of peace"; a. name doubly ironic 
because the secret session took place in the City of Brotherly Love. 
As though to symbolize the contempt which they have for the Balfour 
Declaration and its purposes, the anti-Zionist rabbis held their 
first gathering bore on November 2nd and perfected their plans on 
November 23rd. Behind them, they contend, are some of the most pow­
Grful and wealthy Jews in America, who, one of the conveners alleged, 
have the power of persuasion over the State Dopartmont and ready ac­
cess to pres0nt thase anti-Zionist views to other members of tho 
United States Cabinet. 

The Independent Jewish Press Service has learned the secret 
background of the Council and, because of the extraordinary issues 
raised and the outstanding personalities involved, decided to make 
the lengthy material available to the general public. These are sane 
of the elements involved in a drama which derives special signif:.t.­
cance from the present situation iri Europe, whore millions of Jews 
are being slaughtered by the Nazis. 

(1) A small group of anti-Zionist Reform rabbis, many of 
them retired from their pulpits because of superannuation, has under­
taken a. wide-ranging political program against Zionism, to which 
these :rabbis allegedly object because it is political in character. 
Asserting that Zionism is "secular" and "irreligious" and that that 
is why Reform Judaism, as they understand it , opposes it, these anti­
Zionist rabbis have decided to enlist irreltgious Jews as w&ll as the 
religious in order to attempt to achieve their anti-Zionist aims, 
long rejected by the majority of Amcrica'"1 J ewish leaders. 

(2) The names of Morrie wolf, prominent Philadelphia law­
yer, associated with Lessing Rosenwald, of this city, Henry Ittleson, 
WGalthy head of Comm0rcial Investment Trust, Arthur Hays Sulzberger, 
publisher of the New York Tunas, Samuel Leidesdorf, prominent New 
York accountant, Paul Baerwald, Honorary Chairman of the Joint Dia­
tribut:i.on Committee, are among those of laymen involved in the re­
markabl1.: story. 

(3) Match that lit the anti-Zionist fire of these rabbis 
and laymen into flame was Sidney Wallach, until recently "education,- . 
al director'' of the American Jewish Canmi ttee, retiring from that body 
under unknown circumstances. But a decade ago, Mr. Wallach was the 
editor of thv Now Palostina, official organ of the Zionist Organ­
ization of .America. Another person associated with the tale is v 

Dr Maurice Hexter, now Ex0cutive Vice-President of tho New York 1ew­
ish Federation, but prior to that for many years in Palestine as thG 
Felix Warburg-named membar of the Jewish Agency Executive. 

(4) Secretary of State Hull's department can be "reached" 
by 'this anti-Zionist group, one member of it, Rabbi William Fine­
shriber, of this city, claims, quoting a statement of anti-Zionist 
intent by one of the leadlllg members of the Stato~P:!,rtmont. 

(5) Rabbi La.zaron also undertook to "see'' Secretary of the 
Interior Harold L. Ickes before he delivered hie speech on December 
6th at the Nations} Council, (Continued on Page 3) 
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of the United Palestine Appeal in New York in order to present the 
anti-Zionist position to the Secretary. Whether he "eaw" him or not, 
Mr. Ickes said not one word about Palestine at a National Palestine 
gathering. 

(6) .Among the epithets hurled at various other leading .Amer­
ican Jewish personalities were these: Adolph H. Rosenberg, head of the 
Union of .Ameri0an Hebrew Congregations, was described a.s an "appeaser" 
by Rabbi Louis Wolsey of Philadelphia; Rabbi Jamee G. Heller, Presi­
dent of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, and Rabbi Israel 
Goldstein, President of the Synagogue Council of America, were both 
denounced as usiI\.-<s these organizations for Zionist purpo_ees; the Ameri­
can Jewish Committee itself, under present control, was charged with 
having "ducked" the Zionist issue . 

camvaign for Large Funds 

To ach:i.eve its purposes, the Council for Ai'llorica.n Judaism, a 
name proposed by R~bbi Lazaron, has launched a campaign for $25,000 
in the first month. It was eJ3sured, however, by Morr10· -wolf0, attorney 
for wealth in Philadelphia, that "far more•• was in sigit ~s soon as 
the campaign got started. On the advice of a ''publi c rola.tions" 
counsel that it would look "nicer" to have a rabbi instead of a layman 
as the executive director of the organization, youthful Rabbi Elmer 
Berger, of Flint, Mich., did not have to be persuaded too hard by 
Rabbi Wolsey to take the post. 

Meeting of November 2nd 

The story is best told as it unfolded itself at two inti!tla.te 
and private meetings at Rabbi Wolsey's Rod.eph Shalan in this City of 
Brotherly Love. Rabbi Wolsey was in the chair. Others present were 
venerable Rabbi Samuel Goldenson of New York's TGmple IDna.nu-El, Wil-
118.Jll Rosenau, Morris Lazaron, A. D. Shaw and Abra.ham Shueterma.n, the 
last four of Baltimore, William Fineshriber of this cit1, H.J. 
Schachtel, Isaac Landman of New York, Norman Gersten.feld of Washing­
ton, emeritus David Philipson of Cincinnati, emeritus Solomon Foster 
of Newark and C. A. Rubenstein of Baltimore. 

The aged Rabbi Goldenson introduced Mr. Sidney Wallach, until 
recently with the .American Jewish Committee but now a "free · lance" in 
public relations. M~. · Walla.ch, once the editor of the offical Zionist 
organ, told the group that non-Zionism was the most important issue 
in American Jewish life and that the failure of this cause would be 
harmful to everythiflB American Jewry values. Th!s opposition move­
ment is the last stand of the anti-Zionist forces, he stressed, and 
to achieve its objective an organized group must be fought with organ­
ization. The Zionists, he charged, have captured the organs and 
media of public opinion. In hie view, the number of Zionists is very 
small. Most of them ha.d been "taken in" and were, in reality, only 
philanthropically minded. He aatd that it would be regrettable if 
the anti-nationalist remained Refonn. A place ehould be found for 
the non-Reform, even the irreligious nnti-Zionist. Let the irrel­
igious Jew find his place in American Jewish life, but not the place 
the Zionists want him to have. The American Jewish Committee, he 
oha.rged, has "ducked 0 this issue. Its membero wore not aggressively 
anti-Zionist, although they were and a.re basically anti-Zionist. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Mr. Wallach's plan involved "groaning for action" severn.l thou­
sand people, at least one r0presentntive in every city, who would fight 
for a hearing and who would have, according to Mr. Wallach, th13 same 
functions FtS a Chrieti<1.n Science rapresentative in a canmunity. He 

daclo.red that Dr. Mn.gncs was 11crucified" by the Jewish press. To re­
veal this, he stnted, would revaal the unroltability of the Zionists, 
showing the parallelism between tha German 19th century m,ystictsm nnd 
Zionist idaology. This would help show up Zionist errors. Even the 
"gad-fly", he declared, has a place :tn the estA.bliahing of the truth. 

At this point, Mr. Wallach modestly s~ested that he did not want 
to earn his living doing this type of publi~ relations, but, after all, 
he would have to h<"J.ve the ''burden of mnking a 11.ving lifted" from him, 
if he were to do this public relations work. 

The aged Rabbi Philipson said he had cane from Cincinnati to 
pros0nt th0 point of view of Mr. Adolph Rosenberg 1 leader of tho Union 
of .American Hebrew Congregations. Mr. Rosfmberg i elt the group must 
have c, "positive" view, with Allerio3nism as its centr~1l theme. The 

011ly salvation for Judaism, he f0lt, wns to ido:1tify this movement with 
Ar1erica.~1isr1. Dr. Philipson snid he shared that view and would return 
to Cincinnati to organize a group on th .t bnsis. But this wns not 
satisfactor., to Rabbi Wolsey, who snid that in his rel11t-tons with the 
U.A.H.C., Mr. Rosenberg h:id been an appeaser. 

Rabbi Rosenau su1d that the Baltimore rabbis had given a gr ·,nt 
doal of thought to this caus9. It was their endeavor to create a non­
U .A.H. C. org~n of Reform. Judaism. It was his thought, however, that 
stressing of the American keynote would ctist a.sp0rsion on thousands 
of those who differ. They clnim to be Americans and are loyal .Ameri­
cans. The movement, he felt, is a religious one in opposing Zionism. 

Rabbi Scha.chtel was impatient to proceed with practical matters 
and se.id the ir:tr.1cdiate engagement cf a :person such as Mt". Walle.ch was 
essential. Rabbi Fineeh.riber t'..greed that the group ought to follow 
Mr. Wallach's plan. It was necessary to have a person like Walln~h 
or to start~ magazine, for financial reasons. 

Mr. Wallach responded that a "man's-size job must be done by a 
r:1an", whether himself or somebody elwe. Hu f0lt it would be wise 
to get clarifL~o.t ion of the views of Wend0ll Willkie and Secret:J.ry of 
Hull on Zionism. In his view, money-raising for n:1ti-Zionist pur­
poses shuuld bo very easy. He knew mnny 11en who would be re dy to 
contribute. 

Dr. Goldenson narced to this, saying once a. rnan was engaged, the 
financial support would flow in. 

R~bbi Foster was opposed to Joinine with irreligious Jews, sny­
ing his ante,gonism to Zionism. was of religious origin. 

Rabbi Lazaron asked tho practical questions: how nuch would 
W~lla.ch's services ent -il? What would he do if ha had the noneyt 
How would he raise the money? (Continued en Pago 5) 
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Mr. Wallach said he would need fr0r.1 $7,200 to $7,500 a year. He 
would get busy doing the kind of thi~ he had been talking about, get a 
hearing for anti-Zionism. One J'llagazine was not enoug~. If wo show we 
mean business, Wallach said, groups in everv city wtll ~ontribute, et­
pecinlly if we can get tax-exemption. The zealots in every city must be 
found. He beli0ved that nnt1-notionalism would strengthen R~form, 
rather than Reform strent3then anti-nn.tionD.lirnn. 

Rabbi Gerstenfeld of Washington was satisfied. He would call 
h4 loymon together prO'!'l.ptly to raise funds. 

Would use Yiddish Press 

Mr. Wnllach euggested a key group of individuals in New York to 
supervise thG spending of the money and the conduct of the work. This 
group would have to have freoda~ to work and to mnke decisions. The 
Yiddish press, he suggested, should be approached, so that with 
"fr:f.ends" inside, an occn.si ona.l i tern would be published to inj ect doubt 
of Zio~iSI:J. in the readers' minds. 

Rabbi Schachtel wanted to know whcth~r "our movGment is to be 
pro-R0foni1 or anti-nationalist." In his v10w, the main progrmn should. 
be "anti-nationalist." Rabbi I.a.ndr.llln said he did not like to sec an 
anti-program but a positive one, Rabbi Shaw agraed. 

Then the discussion went on, with suggestions being offered for 
various types of ma.gazinee, metho1s of getting tax ox~mption, and put­
ting speakers onto various lecture platforms. Rabbi Goldenoon asked 
whuthor the group should identify itself solely with Reform or strike 
the larger Americ~n note. He wae for the lo.tter, although sole iden­
tification with either would be a limitation on any Muncy-raising 
venture. 

It was B~bb1 Gerstonfel1, seconded by Rabbi Philipson, who 
proposed th~t $25,000 be raised in one month, that Mr. Wallach be cn­
gagen and a program be work0d out for the year. The motion carried. 

After adjournment for lunch, 1'r, Goldenson started off the 
aftornocn proceedings by reading, as though it was a docUl!lent frar,_ tho 
patron saint, the letter in the New York Tim~s of November 1st from 
Dr. Juclah L. Magnes, President ofthe Hebrew University. EBch of the 
men, led ·off by Rabbi Philipson, explained how h0 was gcin~ t o raise 
funds in his city for this crusade. With Rabbi Lazaron ns cheiriffl.n, 
e committtee WRS appointed to formulate objectives. Other ~embers 
w0re Gcldeneon, !chechtel, Ge-retenfel1 and Fineehriber. 

Rabbi Wisc Reports on Meeting 

The second meeting of the group, called in the 08.I"l.C temple here 
on Nov,:.mtb0r 23rrl, heard a letter read fran Rabbi Jon~h B. Wise of 
Wow York, a National Chairman of the United Jewish Appeal and fun1-
raisir13 chairman cf the Joint D1etr1but1on Committee, who described a 
meeting held in New York on November 16th to consider purpoeee in 
which Rabbi Wolsey's group was extremely interested. 

Rabbi Wisc d1ernieecd the importenoe of the answer to the 95 
anti-Zionist rabbis signed by 733 rabbis. He declarei that only 199 
of the 476 (Continued on Page 6) 
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members of the Central Conference of .American Rabble were 1nclu1e1. He 
pointed out that neither Dr. Julian Morgenstern, President of the Hebrew 
Union College, nor Rabbi Louie Finkelstein, President of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, had joined the 7,33 rabble. 

A report on a meeting which he and Rabbi Wolsey had had with 
Morrie Wolf, a member of the American Jewish Committe, was given by 
Rabbi Flneshriber. The most violent clash in the long history of the 
American Jewish Camnittee is now in progress. Mr. Wolf is alleged to ·• 
have said that if the candidate who succeeds Maurice Wertheim is non­
Zioniet, he and hie group would supply the Iazaron-Wolsey can.bina.tion 
with funds. If the anti-Zionists failed to gain control of the American 
Jewish Committee, they might ee~ede and their fund.a would be available 
in any case. In either case, R~bbi Fineehriber wae assured by Mr. Wolf 
that sums far exceeding the hoped-for $25,()()()rwould becane available. 

Another letter was then read by Rabbi Wolsey fran Rabbi Jonah B. 
Wise. In it the latter descri~ a aeeting in New York on Novomber 16. 
Those pre~ont wore Alan M. Stroock, eon of the lat0 President of the 
American J~wieh Ccmmittee; William Rosenwald, President of the National 
Refugee Service and a National Chainp.an of the United JeWieh Appeal; 
Paul Baerwald, Hon'orary Chairman of the Joint Dietr1but1on Committee; 
Arthur Haye Sulzberger, publisher of the New York Tilllee, who, in four 
yea.rs, made no contribution to the Un1ted'"'"Jowiei1Appeal on the ground 
of hie principle obje~tione to Palestine; Edward M.M.Warburg, a lieu­
tenant and Chairman of the Joint Distribution Canmittee; Maurice Hexter, 
once a member of the Jewish Agency Executive in Jeruealom; George &ck-
0r, President of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency; Srunuel Leidesdorf, 
Treasurer of the New York United Je~ieh A.ppeal; Ed3ar Nathan, Manhnttan 
Borough F.restdent,; Henry S. Hendricks, e.nd Henry Ittleson, head of 
Commercial Investment Trust, who, in 1942, reduced hie contribution 
to tn,; United Jewish Appeal to $50,000 from the $100,000 of the previous 
year. Excue0e fO?' abeence were sent by Jud.go Samual Rosenman, confid-
ant of President Rooee~elt; Lewie Roeeneti~l, head of Schenley D1et1llere, 
?fa.than Ohrbaeh, Nev York merchant, a.nd. Alexander Kahn, managing editor 
of the Jewish Dailz Forward. Joseph M. Proekauer, leading ~nd violent 
anti-Zionist cnndidate for the Presidency of the Amer1oan JeWish Canmit­
t0e, conveye4 his views to the ~roup in a lotter. 

Rabbi Wise told the Philadelphia meeting in his letter to 
Rabbi Wolsey that the New York gathePing of November 16th hnd reach~d 
certain conclusions on their camnon 1nter0ste and that Mnur1ce Hoxtcr 
had beon instructed to report as eoon as possible one program of 
procedure and an outline of probable enterprise. Rabbi Wiee condluded 
that he and Rabbi Goldenaon were very much pleased with the reeulte of 
the me~ting. There is no doubt, Rabbi Jonah iiee reported, that theee 
laymen mean bueineee. What the Ztoniete regarded as a Victory for 
themselves the men present at the Rabbt Wtee meetihg regarded, on the 
contrary, ae a victory for their own viewpoint. The reference va.e to 
a big story in the New York Times (vhoee publisher w~e present at the 
Wiee meeting and whoTs related by marriage to Rabbi Wise) headed 
"733 Rabbis Rebuke Anti.Zionist Jews." The e.nti-Zioniets at the 
Wiae meeting regarded the story ae an evidence of progress and e.e 
g1v1ng public notice that not all American Jew! were Zionists. 

(Continued on Page ') 
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At this point, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, President of the Synagogue 
Couneil, ca.me in for sharp criticism fran Rabbi Scha.chtel, who charged 
tha.t Goldstein was using the Synagogue Council for Zionist purposes. He 
reported that he had secured the consent of Rabbi Jamee Heller for a 
change in the constitution to permit, hereafter, a vote by majority 
instend of unanimously. As criticism was offered, l etters were read in 
criticism of Rabbi Julius Gordon of St. Louie for his activities a □ Chair­
man of the Connnittoe on P~leetine of the C.C.A.R. He was alleged to be 
acting without authority. Rabbi Heller and Rabbi Barnett Brickner of 
Cleveland were charged with maklng replacements on C.C.A.R. camnissions 
of Zionists a~ost exclusively. 

During the discussion on the question of an executive direetor, 
it. wne pointed out that Sidney Wallach had advised that it would be bet­
ter for a rabbi than for a layman to be chosen. Rabbi Elmer Berger was 
then selected., to obtain "a salary corrnneneura.te with the position." A 
la.y public relations adviser, to be Walla.ch , was also a.greed upon, the 
actual choice to await the gathering of fundA. Rabbi Wolsey phoned 
Rabbi Berger and received his "enthueinatic acceptance." 

Rabbi Fineshriber then summed up the achievements of the group: 
1. we have stirred up the Zionists and the country at l arge to a ~eali­
zation of the oppoei t ion; 2. we have started the first i3ffect i ve collec­
ti v•J action on the part of Amerh:an rabbis in opposition to Jeweih nat­
ionalism; 3. Rabbi L9.zaron has to hie credit the achievement of wide pub­
licity for Arthur Haya Sulzberger's ~.nti-Zionist speech in Baltimore; 
4. wo have 96 actively 1nterest0d rabbis. 

Rabbi Laza.ran reported thnt he has already r oceived eane funds 
for his so-c~lled Lay-Rabbinic Committee; thEJ forerunner of wha.t is now 
the Council of American Judaism, a name urlEl.nimously chosen atter Rabbi 
Iazaron had suggested it. It was pointed out that the name has several 
advantages. 1. It meets the desires of the financial backers; 2. it 
meete the request of Adolph Rosenberg, Preeide~t of the Union of Pmerican 
Hebrew Congregattone, for emphasis on Americanism; 3. it defines the aime 
of the group, it was said. 

Rabbi William Rosenblum of New York was choll:ln chairman of a can­
mi ttee , with Babbie Schachtel and Nathan Perilman, assistant to Rabbi 
Goldenson, to draw up incorporation papers and a constitution. They will 
submit their work to Laza.ron, Wolsey, David Lefkowitz of Dallas, Julian 
Feibelma.n of New Orleans, Irving Reichert of San Francisco, Louie Bin­
stock of Chica.go and Dr. Leo Franklin, retired Detroit rabbi. 

The ma.nn~ement of a lecture bureau, to send speakers all over 
the country to spread A.nti.-Zionism, was entrusted to Solanon Foster, 
retired rabbi of Newark, who will operate the bureau from hie heme. 
Rabbi Foster reported he had already obtained $1,500 in Newark for hie 
work. 

The r~bbis,who continuously emphasize that they are in favor of 
tha upbuilding of Palestine although they oppose Zionism, a.greed that it 
would be an excellent thing to have their next meeting in New York on 
Dec0mb0r 7th, because it wne the dny following tho mo~ting of the Nation­
al Council of the United Palestine Appeal, which 10 a non-p~rtiaa.n funa­
raising organization for Palestine. They ~ould tbon deal with the 
subject matter of that moeting. (Continued on Page B) 
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State Department ~ainst Zionists? 

Rabbi F1neshriber th0n told the gathering that a prcminent 
Washington official, not indicating whether this might be Mr. Lessing 
Rosenwald> Chief of the Salvage Division, a Philadclphian, had lenrnod 
from the State Department, which has the fiMl authority with respect 
to the Ameri~an A-ttitudG toward Palestine, that it had not yielded '·to 
the pressure brought by thf Zionists on Congressmen. On the contrary, 
Rabbi Fineshriber's highly placed informant alleged, the State Depart­
ment was considerably annoyed by it. 

Rabbi Lazaron then urged all anti-Zionists to attend en masse 
the Institute on Justice and Peace, being held at the Hebrew Union 
College on December 21st-24th. He thought attempts would be made to 
issue a Zionist-colored etntement. 

It was also decided to a.elc Maurice Wertheim, retiring presi­
dent of the .American Jewish Committee, to meet with Rqbbie Le.zaron) 
Fin0shribcr and Wolsey to discuss methods of securing money from ''his" 
contingent of the Committe0. 

Rabbi Schachtel urged communicntion with Secretary of the 
Interior Harold Ickes to inform him of the anti-Zionist caune before 
he addressed the United Palestine Appenl conference in New York on 
December 6th. Rnbbi L':lzaron said that he would arrange for this 
through his contacts. (At the U.P.A. gathering_, Mr. Ickes said noth­
ing whatever about Palestine.) 

And that is how the meeting closed; with the decision to 
meet a.gain on December 7th, !-1. dD.te notorious in history for the treach­
erous Japanese attack on ·America·by a group which had secretly planned 
its daed for months while publicly expressing its good will and sym­
pathy. 

. ' . . . . . 

Copyri~ht 1942 by INDEPENDENT JEWISH PRESS ~ICE, Inc. 
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MINORITY RABBIS CONSPIRE WITH H.Ai~DFUL WEALTHY JEWS TO FIGHT ZIONISM 

IN U.S.A. AND PALESTINE 

• • • • 

Irreligious Asked To Join Religious Retorm Jews To Strengthen 

Anti-Zionist War 

• • • • 

Anti-Zionist Leader Claims Pipeline to State Department And 

Cabinet Members 

• • • • 

Sm4shing of American Jewish Co~mittee Threatened by Group 

c·alling It self Couno 11 for Amer1c an Judaism If Outright 

Anti-Zionist Platform Rejected 

• • • • 

Philadelphia (JPS) -- With the objective of splitting all of American 

Jewish life, war has been pledged on Zionism and on all persona and 

institutions sympathetic to that program, with the wealth of influen-
. 

t1al Jews and the power even of irreligious Jews mobilized 1n order 

to smash every gain the Zionist movement has made in the United States 

and Palestine in forty years. 

That 1s the amb i tious goal set for itself by the group 1nnoo­

uouely called the Council for American Judaism, which was born in this 

city six weeks ago (Continued on Page (2)) 
I 
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although its birth was announced only this week. Dedicated to battle 
against those who would build up the Jewish National Home in Pales­
tine, the initial meeting was held, ironically enough, in Temple Ro­
deph Shalom, which means "pursuit of peace"; a name doubly ironic 
because the secret session took place in the City of Brotherly Love. 
As though to symbolize the contempt which they have for the Balfour 
Declaration and its purposes, the anti-Zionist rabbis held their 
first gathering here on November 2nd and perfected their plane on 
November 23rd. Behind them, they contend, are some of the most pow­
erful and wealthy Jews in .America, who 1 one of the conveners alleged, 
have the power of persuasion over the ~tate Department and ren<tJ ac­
cess to present these anti-Zionist views to other members of the 
United States Cabinet. 

The Independent Jewish Press Service has learned the secret 
background of the Council and, becro'.00 of the extraordinary issues 
raised and the outstanding personalities involved, decided to make 
the lengthy material. available to the general public. These are some 
of the elements involved in a drama which derives special signifi­
cance from the present situation in Europe, where millions of Jews 
are being slaughtered by the Nazis. 

(1) A small group of anti-Zionist Reform rabbis, many of 
them retired from their pulpits because of superannuation, has under­
taken a wide-ranging political program against Zionism, to which 
these rabbis allegedly object because it is political in character. 
Assert 1ng that Zionism is II secular II and "irreligious II and that that 
1s why Reform Judaism, as they understand. it, opposes it, these anti­
Zionist rabbis have decided to enlist irreligious Jews ae well as the 
religious in order to attempt to achieve their anti-Zionist aims, 
long rejected by the majority of American Jewish leaders. 

(2) The names of Morrie Wolf, prominent Philadelphia law­
yer, associated with Lessing Rosenwald of this city, Henry Ittleson, 
wealthy head of Commercial Investment Trust, Arthur Hays Sulzbergor, 
publisher of the New York Times, Samuel Leidesdorf, prominent New 
York accountant, Paul Baerwald, Honorary Chairman of the Joint Dis­
tribution Committee, are among those of laymen involved in the re­
markable story. 

(3) Match that lit the anti-Zionist fire of these rabbis and 
laymen into flame was Sidney Wallach, until recently "educational di­
rector" of the .American Jewish Committee, retiring from that l:>ody un­
der unknown circumstances. But a decade ago, Mr. Wallach was the edi­
tor of The New Palestine, official organ of the Zionist Organization 
of America. Another person associated with the tale ie Dr. Maurice 
Hexter, no~ Executive Vice-President of the New York Jewish Federation, 
but prior to that for many years in Palestine as the Felix Warburg­
named member of the Jewish Agency Executive. 

(4) Secretary of State Hull's department can be "reached" by 
this anti-Zionist group, one member of it, Rabbi William Fineehriber, 
of this ~ity, claims, quoting a statement of anti-Zionist intent by 
one or the lead1ng members of the State Department. 

(5) Rabbi Lazaron also undertook to "see" Secretary of the 
Interior Harold L. Ickes before he delivered his speech on December 
6th at the National Council (Continued on Page (3)) 
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of the United Palestine Appeal in New York in order to present the an­
ti-Zionist position to the Secretary. Whether he 11 saw" him or not, Mr. 
Ickes said net one word about Palestine at a national Palestine gather­
ing. 

(6) Among the epithets hurled at various otherl'13.ding Ameri­
can Jewish personalities were these: Adolph H. Rosenberg, head of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, was described as an "appeasern 
by Rabbi Louis Wolsey of Philadelphia; Rabbi James G. Heller, Presi­
dent of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, and Rabbi Israel 
Goldstein, President of the Synagogue Council of America, were both 
denounced as using these organizations for Zionist purposes; the Ameri­
can Jewish Committee itself', under present oontro1·, was charged with 
having "ducked" the Zionist issue. 

Campaign for Large Fund@ 

To achieve its purposes, the Coungil for American Judaism, a 
name proposed by Rabbi Lazaron, has launched a oampaign for $25 1 000 
1 n the first month. It was assured, however, by Morris Wolf, attorney 
for wealth in Philadelphia, that 11 :rar more" was in sight as soon as 
the campaign got started. On the advice of a "public relations 11 coun­
sel that it would look "nioertt to have a rabbi instead o:r a layman as 
the exeautive direotor of the organization, youthful Rabbi Elmer Ber­
ger, of Flint, Mich., did not have to be persuaded too hard by Rabbi 
Wolsey to take the post. 

Meeting of November 2nd 

The story is best told as it unfolded itself at two intimate 
and private meetings at Rabbi Wolsey 1 s Rodeph Shalom in this Oity o:r 
Brotherly Love. Rabbi Wolsey was in the chair. Others present were 
venerable Rabbi Samuel Goldenson of New York's Temple Fmanu-El, W11-
limn Rosenau, Morrie Lazaron, A.D, Shaw and Abraham Shusterman, the 
last four of Baltimore, William Fineshriber of this city, H.J. 
Sohaohtel, Isaac Landmah of New York, Norman Gerstenfeld of Washing­
ton, emeritus David Philipson of Cincinnati, emeritus Solomon Foster 
of Newark and C. A. Rubenstein of Baltimore. 

The aged Rabbi Goldenson introduced Mr. SidneYt Wallaoh, until 
recently with the American Jewish Committee but now a •tree lanoe" in 
public relations. Mr. Wallach, once the editor of the off1oial Zion­
ist organ, told the group that non-Zionism was the most important is­
sue in American Jewish life and that the :t'ailure of' this cause would 
be harmful to everything American Jewry values. This opposition move­
ment is the last stand of' the anti-Zionist forces, he stressed, and 
to achieve its objeotive ~n organized group must be fought with organi­
zation. The Zionists, he oharged, have captured the organs and media 
of publio opinion. In his view, the number of Zionists is very small. 
Most of them had been "taken in and were, in reality, only philan­
thropioaJ.ly minded. He said that it would be regrettable if the anti­
nationalist fight remained Reform. A ~lace should be found for the 
non-Reform, even the irreligious ant1-•ionist. Let the irreligious 
Jew find his place in American Jewish lite, but not the place the 
Zionists want him to have. The American Jewish Committee, he charged, 
has "ducked" this issue. Its members were not aggressively anti-Zion­
ist, although they were and are basically anti-Zionist. 

(Continued on Page (4)) 
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Mr. Wallach 1e plan involved Ugrooming for action" several 
thousand people, at least one representative 1n every city, who would 
fight for a hearing and who would have, according to Mr. Wallach, the 
same funotiona as a Christian Science representative in a community. 
He declared that Dr. Magnee was "oruc1f'1ed 11 by the Jewish press. To 
reveal this, he stated, would reveal the unreliability of' the Zionists, 
showing the parallelism between the German 19th century mysticism and 
Zionist ideology. This would help show up Zionist errors. Even the 
"gad-fly, 11 he declared, has a place in the establishing of truth. 

At this point, Mr. Wallach modestly suggested that he did not 
want to e~n his living doing this type of public relations, but, af­
ter all, he would have to have the "burden of making a living lifted." 
from him, if he were to do this public relations work. 

The aged Rabbi Philipson said he · had come from Cincinnati to 
present the point of view of Mr. Adolph Rosenberg, leader of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations. Mr. Rosenberg felt the group must 
have a 11 positive" view, with Americanism as its central theme. The 
only salvation for Judaism, he felt, was to identify this movement 
with Americanism. Dr. Philipson said he shared that view and would 
return to Cincinnati to organize a group on that bas1e. But this was 
not satisfactory to Rabbi Wolsey, who said that in hie relations with 
the U.A.H.C., Mr. Rosenberg had been an appeaser. 

Rabbi Rosenau said that the Baltimore rabbis had given a 
great deal of thought to this cause. It was their endeavor to create 
a non-U.A.H.C. organ of Reform Judaism. It was his thought, however, 
that stressing of the American keynote would cast aspersion on thou­
sands of those who differ~ They ola1m to be Americans ~nd. are loyal 
Americans. The movement, he felt, is a religious one in opposing 
Zionism. 

Rabbi Schachtel was impatient to proceed with practical mat­
ters and said the immediate engagement of a person such as Mr. Wallach 
was essential. Rabbi Fineshriber agreed that the group ought to follow 
Mr. Wallach 1 s plan. It was necessary to have a person like Wallach 

. or to start a magazine, for financial reasons. 

Mr. Wallach responded that a "man 1s-eize job must be done by 
a man, 11 wh6ther himself or somebody else. He felt it would. be wise 
to get clarification of the views of Wendell Willkie and Secretary 
Hull on Zionism. In his view, money-raising for anti-Zionist purposes 
should be very easy. He knew many men who would be ready to contri­
bute. 

Dr. Goldenson agreed to this, saying once a man was engaged 
the f1nano1al support would flow in. 

Rabbi Foster was opposed to joining with irreligious Jews, 
saying his antagonism to Zionism was of religious origin. 

Rabbi Lazaron asked the praotiosl questions: how muoh would 
Wallach1s services entail7 What would he do if' he had the money~ 
How would he raise the money? 

(Continued on Page (5)) 
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Mr. Wallach said he would need from $7,200 to $7,500 a year. 
He would get busy doing the kind of thing he had been taking about, 
get a hearing tor anti-Zionism. One magazine was not enough. If we 
show we mean business, Wallach said, groups in every city will contri­
bute, especially if we can get tax-exemption. The zealots in every 
city must be found. He believed that anti-nationalism would streng­
then Reform, rather than Reform strengthen anti-nationalism. 

Rabbi Geratenteld of Washington was satisfied. He would call 
his laymen together promptly to raise funds. 

Would Use Yidg1sh 1ress 

Mr. Wallach suggested a key group of individuals 1n New York 
to supervise the spending of the money and the conduct of the work. 
This group would have to have freedom to work and to make decisions. 
The Yiddish press, he suggested, should be approached, so that with 
11 friende 1 inside, an oooaaiona.l item would be published to 1njeot 
doubt of Zionism in the readers' minds. 

Rabbi Schaohtel wanted to know whether "our movement is to 
be pro-Reform or anti-nationalist." In his view, the main program 
should be •anti-nationalist." Rabbi Landman said he did not 11ke to 
see an anti-program but a positive one. Rabbi Shaw agreed. 

Then the discussion went on, with suggestions being offered 
for various types of magazines, methods of getting tax exemption, and 
putting speakers onto various lecture platforms. Rabbi Goldenson ask­
ed whether the group should identify itself solely with Reform or 
strike the larger American note. He was for the latter, although 
sole 1dentif1oat1on with either would be a 11m1tat1on on any money­
raising venture. 

It was Rabbi Gerstenfeld1 seconded by Rabbi Philipson, who 
proposed that $25 1 000 be raised 1n one mqpth, that Mr. Wallach be en­
gaged and a program be worked out for the year. The motion carried. 

After adjournment for lunch, Dr. Goldenson started off the 
afternoon proceedings by reading, as though it were a document from 
the patron saint, the letter in the New York Times of November let 
from Dr. Judah L. Magnes, President of the Hebrew University. Each 
of the men, led off by Rabbi Philipson, explained how he was going to 
raise funds in hie city for this crusade. With Rabbi Lazaron as 
ohairman1 a oommittee was appointed to formulate objectives. Other 
members were Goldenson, Scha.ohtel, Gerstenfeld and Fineshriber. 

Rabbi Wise Reports on Meeting 

The second meeting of the group, called in the same temple 
here on November 23rd, heard a letter read from Rabbi Jonah B. Wise 
of New York, a National Chairman of the United Jewish Appeal and fund­
raising chairman of the Joint D1str1but1on Committee, who described a 
meeting held in New York on November 16th to consider purposes 1n 
which Rabbi Wolsey's group was extremely interested. 

Rabbi Wise dismissed the importance of the answer to the 95 
anti-Zionist rabbis signed by ?33 rabbis. He declared that only 199 
of the 4?6 (Continued on Page (6)) 
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members of the Central Conference of .American Rabbis were included. 
He pointed out that neither Dr. Julian Morgenstern, President of the 
Hebrew Union College, nor Rabbi Louis Finkelstein, President ot the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, had joined the ?33 rabbis. 

A report on a meeting which he and Rabbi Wolsey had had with 
Morris Wolf, a member of the .American Jewish Committee, was given by 
Rabbi Fineshriber. The most Violent clash in the long history of 
the ~erican Jewish Committee is now in progress. Mr. Wolf is alleg­
ed to have said that if the candidate who succeeds Maurice Wertheim 
is non-Zionist, he and his group would supply the Lazaron-Wolsey com­
bination with funds. If the anti-Zionists failed to gain control of 
the American Jewish Committee, they might secede and their funds 
would be available in any case. In either case, Rabbi Fineshriber 
was assured by Mr. Wolf that sums fa.r exceeding the hoped-tor 825 1 000 
would become available. 

Another letter was then read by Rabbi Wolsey from Rabbi Jo­
nah B. Wise. In it the latter described a meeting in New York on No­
vember 16th. Those present were Alan M. Stroock, son of the late 
1resident of tho American Jewish Committee; William Rosenwald, Presi­
dent of the National Refugee Service and a National Chairman of the 
United Jewish Appeal; 1aul Baerwald, Honorary Chairman of the Joint 
Distribution Committee; Arthur Hays Sulzberger, publisher of the New 
York Times, who, in four years, made no contribution to the United 
Jewish Appeal on the ground of his principle objections to Palestine; 
Edward M. M. Warburg, a lieutenant and Chairman of the Joint Distri­
bution Committee; Maurice Hexter, once a member of the Jewish Agency 
Executive in Jerusalem; George Back•r, President of the Jewish Tele­
graphic Agenoy; Samuel Leidesdorf, Treasurer of the New York United 
Jewish Appeal; Edgar Nathan, Manhattan Borough President; Henry s. 
Hendricka>and Henry Ittleaon, head of Commerical Investment Trust1 who in 1942, reduced hie contribut1on to the United Jewish AppeaJ. 
to 6501 000 from the t100,ooo level of the previous year.. Exouses :ror 
absenoe were sent by Judge Samuel Rosenman, confidant of President 
Rooseve1t1 Lewis Rosenst1e1 1 head of Schenley Distillers; Nathan 
Ohrbaoh, New York merchant, and Alexander Kahn, managing editor of 
the Jewish Daily Forward. Joseph M. Proskauer, leading and. violent 
anti-Zionist candidate for the Presidency of the American Jewish Com­
mittee, conveyed his views to the group in a letter. 

Rabbi Wise told the Philadelphia meeting 1n his letter to 
Rabbi Wolsey that the New York gathering of November 16th had reached 
certain conclusions on their common interests and that Maurice Hexter 
had been instructed to report as soon as possible on a program of 
procedure and an outline of probable enterprise. Rabbi Wise oonclud­
ed that he and Rabbi Goldenson were very much pleased with the results 
of the meeting. There 1s no doubt, Rabbi Jonah Wise reported, that 
these laymen mean business. What the Zionists regarded as a victory 
for themselyes the men present at the Rabbi Wise meeting regarded, on 
the contrary, as a victory for their own viewpoint. The reference 
was to a big story in the New York Times (whose publisher was present 
at t~Wise meeting and who 1s related by marriage to Rabbi Wise), 
headed "?33 Rabbis Rebuke Anti-Zionist Jews." The anti-Zionists at 
the Wise meeting regarded the story as an evidence of progress and as 
giving public notice that not all .American Jews were Zionists. 

(Continued on 1age (?}) 
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At this point Rabbi Israel Goldstein, President ot the Syna­
gogue Counoil1 came in for sharp or1t1o1sm from Rabbi Sohaohtel, who 
charged that OOldstein was using the Synagogue Council for Zionist 
purposes. He reported that he had secured the consent of Rabbi James 
Heller for a ohange in the oonstitution to pennit, hereafter, a vote 
by majority instead of unanimously. As oriticism was offered, letters 
were read in oriticiem of Rabbi Ju~ius Gordon of St. Louis for his 
aot1vit1es as Chairman of the Committee on Palestine of the c.c.A.R. 
He was alleged to be acting without authority. Rabbi Heller and Rab­
bi Barnett Brickner of Cleveland were charged with making replac► 
ments on C.C.A.R. commissions of Zionists almost exclusively. 

During the discussion on the question of an executive direo­
tor, it was pointed out that Sidney Wallach had advised that it would 
be better for a rabbi than for a layman to be chosen. Rabbi Elmer 
Berger was then selected, to obtain "a salary commensurate with the 
poeition. 1 A lay public relations adviser, to be Wallach, was also 
agreed upon, the actual choice to await the iathering of funds. Rabbi 
Wolsey phoned Rabbi Berger and received his enthusiastic acceptance.• 

Rabbi Fineshriber then summed up the achievements of the 
group: 1. ue have stirred up the Zionists and the country at large 
to a realization of the opposition; 2. we have started the first ef­
fective collective action on the part of American rabbis in opposi­
tion to Jewish nationalism· 3. Rabbi Lazaron has to his credit the 
achievement of wide publicity for Arthu~ Hays Sulzberger's anti-Zion­
ist speech in Baltimore; 4. we have 96 actively interested rabbis. 

Rabbi Lazaron reported that he has already received some fume 
for his so-called Lay-Rabbinic Committee, the forerunner of what is 
now the Council of .American Judaism, a name unanimously chosen after 
Rabbi Lazaron had suggested it. It was pointed out that the name has 
several advantages. 1. It meets the desires of the financial back­
ers; 2. it meets the request of Adolph Bosenberg, President of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregatione, for emphasis on Americanism; 
3. it defines the aims of the group, it was said. 

Rabbi William Rosenblum of New York was chosen chairman of a 
committee, with Rabb~ Schachtel and Nathan Per1lman, assistant to 
Rabbi Goldeneon, to draw up incorporation papers and a constitution. 
They will submit their work to Lazaron, Wolsey, David Lefkowitz of 
Dallas, Julian Feibelman of New Orleans, Irving Reichert of San Fran­
cisco, Louis Binstock of Chicago and Dr. Leo Franklin, retired Detroit 
rabbi. 

The management of a lecture bureau, to send speakers all over 
the country to spread anti-Zionism, was entrusted to Solomon Foster, 
retired rabbi of Newark, who will operate the bureau from his home. 
Rabbi Foster reported he had already obtained $1,500 in Newark for his 
work. 

The rabbis, who continuously emphasize that they are in fa­
vor of the upbuilding of Palestine although they oppose Zionism, a­
greed that it would be an excellent thing to have their next meeting 
in New York on December ?th, because it was the day following the meet­
ing of the National Council of the United Palestine Appeal, whioh is 
a non-partisan fund-raising organization for Palestine. They could 
then deal with the subject matter of that meeti~. 

(Continued on Page (8)) 
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State Department ae;ainst z1on1sts~ 

Rabbi Fineshriber then told the gathering that a prominent Washington off1oial, not indicating whether this might be Mr. Lessing Roaenwaldt chief ot the Salvage Division, a Philadelphia,,.had learned from the Btate Department, which has the final authority with respect to the Amerioan attitude toward Palestine, that it had not yielded to the pressure brought by the Zionists on Congressmen. On the con­trary, Rabbi Fineshriber•s highly placed informant alleged, the State Department was considerably annoyed by it. 

Rabbi Lazaron then urged all anti-Zionists to attend m masse the Institute on Justice And Peace, being held at the Hebrew Union College on Deoember 21st-24th, He thought attempts would be made to issue a Zionist-colored statement. 

It was also decided to ask Maurice Wertheim, retiring Presi­dent of the American Jewish Committee, to meet with Rabbis Laza.ron1 Fineshriber and Wolsey to discuss methods of securing money from 11 his" contingent of the Committee. 

Rabbi Schaohtel urged communication with Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes to inform him of the anti-Zionist cause before he addressed the United Palestine Appeal conference in New York on December 6th. Rabbi Lazaron said that be would arrange for this through his contacts. (At the u.P.A. gathering, Mr. Ickes said noth­ing whatever about Palestine.) 

And that is how the meeting closedt with the decision to meet again on December 7th, a date notorious in history for the treacherous Japanese attack on America by a group which had secretly planned its deed for months while publicly expressing its good will and sympathy. 
• • • • • • 
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"And th worJ· of JUSTICF. shall h() EACK' ' Isaiah .1 • 17 

<ohe 
COMMISSION ON JUSTICE AND PEACE 

of the 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

cordially invites you to participate in the 

<:>AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
on 

JUDAISM AND .A JUST AND 
ENDURING PEACE 

to be held at the 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

f rorn December 21 ... 24, 1942 

R. S. V. P. 
Commission on Justice and Peace 
5017 Washinston Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 



TH£ AIM OF THE INSTITUTE 

Th0 aim of th merican Institute on Juclai<.'.'m nnd 
a Ju t and Enduring Peace is to a semble rabbi and 
Je\ i h laymen o prepare a stat ment on the basi of 
a Ju t and Enduring Peace in the light of the t ach­
iuc1s of Jud i m. parall I to statem nts made by En ,. 
1i h Prote~t nt at M lv rn, American Protestant at 
D 1 war , and American Catholics at Wa hington. 
Pr liminary s udi on the religious, political, and 
racial bas s of a ju t and enduring p ace ar b ing 
prepar d by hol rs. lay and rabbinical, and copi 
of th will b s nt in advance of th Institute to an 
who signify th ir dr)sire to attend. These preliminary 
studi will b discussed in Round Tables, and th n 
I r s nted for approval at plenary essions. 

HOUSING DURING THE INSTITUTE 

Th b autiful tting of the campus of the Hehr w 
Union oll g , high in the hills of lifton in Cincinnati, 
o f r unparall l d opportuniti for serene mcdita -
ion and seculed di cussfon. Th dormitory facilities 

and the dining room of the Hebrew Union Coll g will 
he availabl to h participants at the Institute. Kosh r 
food \ ill be provid d for those \ ho in advance xpr s 
a desire for it. The cost for hou ing and meals for th 
four days at th college will be $10.00. Reservation 
will b made in the order in which they are r c ived. 
Pr f rence will b hown to thos who plan to att nd 
four full days. Tho who desir to liv at Cincinnati 
hot ls may communicate with th Alms, Gibson, th-
rlands P az , and inton and ar urged to writ to 

th s hotc]s now. 

FURTHER DETAILS 

The first s ~sion will be held on December 21st at 
10:00 A. M. and ssions will continue for four day 
unl s the work of the Institute is completed b for 
that tim . 0th r details will be sent to those who 
write their intention to attend. Th discussions of th 
In titutr will be limit d to invited p rti ipant. . 
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CONFIDEHTIAL DOCU?t.Elrr 

TH~ RACIAL BASES FOR A JUST & ElIDURilIG PEAC:11 

a prAli:-1innr:r stua.~, pr+"'l)ared b~r l· rurice Zi{'T1ond f0r thP Ar:rnri.can Institute ">n 
Juclaisn anf~ a Just c.nc1 Enc1.nring Pence to be held nt the Hebr w Unicn Colle~P, 

Decemb r 21st - 24th. 

This stucy is ':.eing sent to r()u ns n pnrticipA.nt in the Institute. 

This statenent is just o. rou~!:h c1.rnft A.nc, is sLbnittf'C1. to you in the STRICTEST 
CQl;FIDEUCE - ::wt t() b used for al:Y PUBLICITY \ffih.TSOEV"P....R. 

It is to be the thenfl f")r <1iscussion e.t the rounri. table where it ;.1ay be r.10clified 
am~. altered. Eventu~il].v tl e cnnclusion will be published.. ___________ _ 

Th ~Jrobler.1 of rnce in tl:e roclern wnrlcl is grPatly cm.1-.,licntecl 'hy the fact that, 
as used con.l!wnly, the wnrc~ is r.acl.e to ap~)l:, to conditi8ns fer beyonn its n aning 

in the socic'..l sciencrs. In a technical sensP-• race signifies P. nore or less 
homogeneous hunfln tzrou;1 having e.ertuin c'i.istinctive anntcmical chl'ra.cteristics 
traceable to co□non r.escent. Since nll conteMpora.neous peo~)lPs belong to the 
single s~)eci es, Hono .§!?-.,inns, the !)h~rsi cal di ff E=>rence s between p;rou-f>s nre not 
~rof-:>und. Moreo,,Pr, the a.egrP.e of distinctiveness whi~h justifies the use of the 

term "race" is n0t nnd can never 1:e clM,rl:r defined. By virtue of the evolutionE1ry 

~rocess, all lifi forns constitut~ n vnst int rr,rn~inr- series for which cnteroriz­
inr,, thDugh c0nvenient, is nn artificial ,roceclure. Sorie physicnl P-.nthro!)olor,ists 
conceive of hur.rnni ty as conposed of two or three broac: racio.l groups with a m .. llilber 

of adcitional aberrant or S:)ecinlizec1 typP.s; others, while adr.iitting the broader 

relationshi~s, prefer to recogni ZP snnller groups o.s a.i stinct cnter-ories. In 
either case, nunerous divisions nnct subcivisions are usually identified and n~~ed. 

It should be noted that psychologicnl ancl_ cul turnl considerat i 0ns d'J not en t r 
into the a.nthro;>0lOf:ical concept of race. The r.rnst painstnking invcstir-Htions 
have failed to revf'al a.n~r cnrrelation betw~en })h!{sical forn on the one hand and 

Mental or social habits on the other. Culturnl f.iY .rsity is P.dequntely explt:iined 
in terr.1s of historic, socin.l, 11nri nnturc\l fRctors. A culture r.w.y "be co~non to 
a variet~ of biolot;ic t?pes anct, convPrselr, n single 11 rnce 11 usually embr? .. ces c_i­

verse cultures. It follmis, obviousl:,, thDt anthro,ology has nothin~ to soy about 

the relative abilities of rncinl tY,es. Since "auility" is fl. cnlturnl anr not a 
biolor,icnl tPrr.1, it oust bP. denonstrntP-d, if nt nll, on n culturnl level. "Skill" 
is meaningful only ns it operntes throu{"h socially np::)rovP.Cl tPchniques. 

In cor.inon usar;e, the worcl race is lnrgel~ unencunbered 1:y these anthro~olo t_; icel 

considerations. En:)loyed under such vnrie~ circu:-1st,nc~s nnd to describe such a 

wide ren~e of conditions, it cor1es ultin,tely to ~e no oore specific than such 

r,enerRlized concepts ns 11 grou~ 11 or "socinl entity". As popularly usecl, race be­
cones inextricac l;v CQnfused with culture, lnnguE1t";f.!, and nation, "Racial hf ri tege" 

is r.-:arl.e to sit;nif? souething fur bP?Ond physical a.esce:1t. 'I'hough 11 Ser.1i tic" vnd 

"Ar/an 11 nre lint,uistic terns, therP exist, in the :-1incts of aillions of ~)en-ple, o. 
Se:iitic race and an Ar:an rnce. Sinilarl!', [-\.!l{! w'th as little justification, 
frequent use is nade of such e:q_)r1-:scions ns 11 Ger:1nn rac~", FrPnch race", nnd 

"Je •ish r8.ce 11 • ThP Most □ ixecl of peoples cone to regnrc thPnst>lves as a ":)ure 11 

race. Indeed, the biolo~ic, Rnntoaichl ir.i?lications of the word nre corauonly 
al to .... ether it;nored. 

The nenninglessne-ss of the ')hrPse 11 Je •rish rnce" is to he found in the fnct that 

it is at once too lRrf"e and too snall n CRterory to be n)~)lied to Jews. It is 
too snall becpuse, ns hns been w1~l~ denonstrated, the no~ern Jew represe~ts R 

nUMher of bir.lo{:ic strA.ins, nnt too lar{;P in that, even if his ancestors were a.t 
one tiMe of a relP.ti vel~ hono~ nenus ,h:,sic, 1 ty-:_1e, the:, shnred that hor.1ogenei ty 

with grouns culturrilly distinct. Yet thP r1isconcPption is per:r>etuated not al_one 

by anti-Jewish pro2)agnnr1ists, but b:, Jewish S:)Okesnen as well. It is sup_)orted by 

the authoritr of the Jewish Enc:rclopectin. \ 

The insicl.ious thint~ about thP po!)ulnr concPpt of rnce is its in9lication of in~te. 

ness and peroanPnce. If one cRn succeed in nttributinc racial distinctiveness \o 
a group of yeople, one has also succeeded in inpl:ring that the alleged che.racte~ 
istics of the {TOU!) nre carried in the blo<ll strenn nnd, bnrring cross-breedinF,, , 

A.I'e there to stP..y, "Rncirl ~mrity11 , which, nccorr .. in,- to nnthro,olo~ists, probebl1 

P.Xists nowhere on ea.rth, becor•1es n condition of utuost moment, to be c .. efen~_ed with, 

one's lif~ blood; out-group blood is to be shunned evAn in thP form of an 

emer~ency transfusion. 



Rncf' pre-iudtce JS :,l__ .. wtll ,":..iJ,nr·pt, !)<~c:)lls 1Jref;un<~d to :orr: a rar.ic'..l u.1it- As 
cftf'n [' _ ! ot tilF t-r--o•.!) so l1ns1 .--:n0'.; 1:?..i i;"' f10t a l'c Ge ;_;;. :r t ·CLr1iCl1 l f.(.~ l~C o_ ht 
i -<U.. HrJ,,.r ·~[,n : H ,:-- J1 ·wi ,h : T,G-:t, '1.,~~ lw ( :;e,r1.' - 1 ls r'l~e pn ,hlr".ice j,' t'r.t• Je '£ ~-0 

1J,t c011s1-,itut a r, ...... ;,: ':'hf .. :11.:...n ... ~. o.' ,,,::j::, : n,,,_,,re-r: ,1.1,l:..!. 0 v --s :- ,:f,m(:r1.1-nt:. l :,11.r 
h • • • rl • , 1 • ~ +• ·,:::-~~c. th.:.:; ')f 1.:-.1,~J.,·1'1 ►.: lllf' ::..·•, Li f1°I ~-::- t::' l, P. !)J·P,JU ,]Ct:. ,,11 U.'lvl ! '!.lt,.':•J c:L' 1. l ,;• •.;Q ., •• - - ... -

tI·.d t ~ ·,,,·nc-'·1 avJh-l'l:r r:tlJ. i le: L 

tr.t r J"Qtl'c._,c•s in r·~11r· 1· ·•· i ,•,-u. r·"' C'''.J.'lv ,;'\ • f , • ;:,> . • ,, . C • IC, • , C' • ._ 

•'i.•1fl·,1rctiv8 '1 'l:. 1 an O'.° 11t..-r r~r1,.j1 . ..-::i.c0. 

,rrn.·:·:H; r f>" r8Le11J·in1.: OiiV). m~ ,,h r-icr-1 
- • < 

ClY1l itione: /1!1'~ :.'['{'t> ' )l'P.jurli~P i $ ~10 ,:O re 
1.C-:. 0 ::·e is no :i.r.!w!"c~nt con1'l i ..: 1, e,·. n wnc n two 
r:1 ~'fp::.'P!. 0 ,,s pre 1nvolv<;,.:!.• All rvi::ence t nc'.s 

to ·,)r'lve tr '"' c~11t pry. l1.te-rr.1 ~~ture ~-p~,•n;I'. Y'O ,).1 of c".iver::- :1i{:"'H.ntati.on is 
toJ c:::~ir- 1n ;·1 r1 Fn'1:1cno1: to ,~ive crf ,1 n., to an:r tl:Po~7 of n.1ce r<:~iulGi0n. A;1y 
nn;,r0n c_. w!1n h, s s t.:n c hilr.re'Yl o+' c' j_ L ti11ct j_•,-:iciriJ P.;l'OU'Js _')la~: tor-ethc>r will be 
c-01:··ci nus of tnc frrt -ch.1t rt•C" TJ'..'eL1,u i~E-- i_<.: .'lli. AC'q_,nrf'c'~ att1t11rlc. The 11 ~ic::.like 
0.f the unlikf' 11 r1 oef' n'lt cpef·at P u:1til 11 11 likPnf>. s 1

: 1rncone.s, socirll? ex:)loitN1. 
11hf~,~o .. 1t-nOllc Tht re flrt~ ~-)t_OT)lc~s pnonr· , ,rh or1 ski l •,irrwntation i S r eu' rc".e • us no r.1ore 
si--:1 i+'ic, nt tr~n ari:- o hc:r ·;H• rs0n<1.l cr1rr;ici:.Prlrtirs wLirh r~ iff'er ~rLtintP. on ncn 
fr'.)M another. 

Herr" ir t it; c-ru::v o:· tl1t n.'.l1:;tc ,r, Rt cial JJrP,j1l.r1.i::e clot',' not <1i1fel' L1 r1otiv, .tinn 
or in r e s:)onr-e :fro· ! o~h~1 t;,·:ipr; of prr•,j·rn.ice . Tt f'Xhi1Jits ['.11 of tn r.1rnifeste-
ti0! s of ~.0(~:.Dl C'OJlfl.:ct lf it st :1s to 1!s ;10 re tasic c11r. tt·H rAf r,rf rY, rf' ho) less 

tr!all )thsr antfl{"C!lin1.. tb,n ,.,.e hc1ve ruccm.11' cl to thrit 0 x tent t'J tli.e fnlse 
doctrint~ of rc'! cis:1° '::1hr'L rtcP- :1rP.iuc~icc iL:rP ('.,.c:ir(:ect. by n,n:, ns thP r:iost 11 nc-turfll 11 

of r..11 :)rr>jurl.ic0s 1s ")):00f ,.>f thP pffectivcnPss o ... tl .JSb1do-,s c. 1()ncE> w}1ich hns 
bec.'n e;•ob:>d to r.u-ino:rt it, 

Rc.ce ')r juc1 icP is one 0f tlrn o~)f'tncl , R in thP "'HY of thA estR 1 lish':!tt1nt of a .ius t 
['..ff1. .'.1<',l'rin_c· -;_.eace ... If 1~rou:1 r.n~n,~onism bas cl ·.1pon color- is nllo ,me~ to ::? r11 turte 
itself; it nust ultirin.tel:• )lunr the world into the r-10..,t c'teur1stc~tin(; of nll wr-rs . 
Unt i 1 , o-cn,l l.ed rnce ~)rol)lm1s nre sol vec1, th :)r•RC of tb., \' orl d ,·ri 11 be con-
f' tf' 1:. tl~· tr.reo.tA:1.ecL 

If the nrinarv frct0r jnv0lv cl ,-,P. rP rri.ce , t 1:e ')UtJ.oo'·: W')Ulc', ·b, c1, isr1al irnle ea.. ... .. . 
Cl0c rl;7, ncthinF of an~- c ons q_u~ ncP c, n ".: P 10n 1 n: out r, c . E"e 1 if it ,,..er 
(1PP.irn.1'le; tht. Ali 1in.'.".ti0!1 of r, ,cial 1 i t!•, !)his1cri l , clifft'r ceG is an "cnc.".enic 
th •1 ry n·) : n. ~ffnci,~ cnl :~rocPClur . Actunily. in n ·ust wrrlc, , rc1ciPl :'J lur~ lisn 
c. u :·J t to 1 er.~ ,:nlj_;-1 ::. l)!'inci·,·._p as cultural nl1:.rnJ.:sr·, Prcl)lf•~1~ ar1sinP' cut of - .~ ... 
the colo:r-li.1 , sl•0 le' 1,e ~()lVR,1.. not 1),, r :-10v5. n .i~ th 1ine but l) r J.c~rni 11r: how to 

< ' < 

livt •\'ith it, In nnr _)ro(nl!l c1er). gnec: to erncU.r·;'..t P r rice nrRjurticP 9 !"'ttP.ntion, PS 
Dr. Ruth .rlrnPcict 1; s inr1icptN'. , rmst bP conce:.trt"t c1. n")t u1)on rttce ')ut u1on 
:1 r t' .i u:1 i c e, • 

A i:11.:risure of ho·)p is to ,1e founr~ in thesP ob~ervntions~ If tht. eGs :1ti,,1 c:iffer•­
enc( • 'h.:t wd'n rn.ci['11 ru r1 other nritn,'.:onisr·rn is lA::.'vPl~, on£~ of t 0 rr.iinolOf'"Y. race 
~)f'1vh·rw, L! n.0r snih-if· e.re ap'l::.'t?Ci hl? si .. 1:)lifi a. '::':i., con.-1it·.ons uncl. circUT.1-
ft.c-,~1c3 8 ,rl.ich fiVP rise t r: n:..r..orlt:· ~WY-Sl 'C'U ion. to reltfious op:')r fssi'.)n, to 
$Ocie 1 L:.l--t 1ill of vnrio,1•· t~•nP•', nre founc~ ') he O:_Jt ·r ativ, n.lro h re. It follows 
tl·e:-1 , t'. l'+: tl'p fol~1ti">n -!:or on•~ ••.ill 1) .. n. solution for fill, If the r.iscontents 
nnd r.ialarlju.s t.:-:1 e1.ts of P.n Hnjus~ S"Jci.::1.l nnc1. PC:°Jncnic orc~er A.re the b, sic ca.u. es 
of ::.ior,.Lrl :rict:l.on 1 t 1~P:: f'rt! c'..lfo to l;}ar.w for th'\t t:,pe of socir.l friction known 
as rece ::,rC'jurl.icc- ':1 1

1' n5.sc'"'nc pt~_0nf; nr tn thP role o: r~ce in the culturr.l life 
of nF.a con::titut , r- f c-,m•sp, a c.,n r.p licntin:~ f i ct')r. But a worl(l i.n ,hic:1 the 
lJsychJlot~ic~l ontl• ·· t :()l'Ovict. .0. b.,' .h, te ir-:1 no 101 rer n t'Cessar? will be a ,-,orlr:. in 
rvhich r,cP will .a\! :.dJS•· t o h co:-1,iu:rect u:1 ..-is thA rr.rt rarri ,r to hir.1cm und rst: ding 
c.n·. f:0'1dwil l. 

Obvie:usly, Hnthro:')olo(":r h~s n cPrtnin servicP. to -_:)erforn in Plir.:inatint :'.:')O:)ulnr 
:1isco:1c ·)tion:: at out re ce . Few woj•cls stn.nct. in su ,h n. prent nee 0f ,, i 1.r r H.1..ef ined I 
Anthr·J1)ol0l ·ic,.l trni sns con~er;nng thti aiJsP.nc of co:-relcition he t1 een r~ce and 
cnl tur 0 11c: 1't· t•,·pen r:1.ce f!.ff~ Mf.:ntnl nbili t? Are unl::no ·rn to y>Porle ,1 'J t['..lk fr el:r 
'1f racic'..l r."". t rs. .A sl0w :1rocess of f>r,ucn.tion will , P- r~c>ef ,d 1)~fo r1: the conceut 
of rr·c ~. is r t .. ·o • cl fror.1 the r ,nln of hunr1n rPl~ ti on· ancl r Ps tor~ci. to its ri chtful 
·)l.'..;c in the fir.,2.r, of rPst, rch. A th:ro~olor:, ,. ill c0nf Pr a rrm't 1rnon upon r.1ankind 
if it succee(' c: in □r.kint; it clenr thn.t race involves not social but technical 
1r')·1l,Jn~ and tlrn,t n.nthro;1nr.1Ptric inv . stir;ntions Ii ve no hint as to the ste-,s which 

,-,ill let...· to t:. just and P-Hc1.nrin~ T)PPce. 

,li t~ .. in J '.Ti sh trnc:i ti ')n thPre is R co 1s i st ent inc1i ff PrencP to r~c ::.al r.1 t t rs . 
Jt. vish in-rrotJ) lo?nlties ne,r r to ok the form oi racial chauvinisr.1 The hi~toric 
eT._) • rie nc~ in Etnrpt haf. n so1~f' r inrr, in:luPnce u:)On succ edinrr r.enerat~.oas. Re-
~.1 ,.1b r· nee of t 1e slnver:, in Er?:.'Jt cHct. nuch to f~shion thF. rPlntions.li:, of th J w 

Furtheruor~, th~ i~ea of the rothLrhont 0 f rnn ~eP~ed a lori 
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Ui qui vocnl in t hc~ i r ( rm.l.f".c iP t ic)ns of R.n:· n.£.sur.~ t ion of racial or national superior• 
it~r . 11 Are ~'f' ,m t rs tLf cldlc ru1 (Jf thP EtLio1:irws unto Me, 0 c~1il ren of Isra J7 :i 
ask Ar10s in tnf" 11,--:e of Gor •) ,: ( tr0ur'1t i1p I ..: rn.Pl out of t~1e larr\. cf Eg:rpt, but 
( '3.. d - : n ,, ._ l . , o ,., _. .~' t' '-- ~"'l•,i, icLin,.., :.'.''ro-, Ci1_:;.t tor c'r.d Arrui fron Kir? 11 

A tr n.cl i ticn C!ucl: n. c t l.is shoulc: br· brou{.;ht to ht•n.r -e.i:-~n our consj de:ation of the 
pr o lEm of reef', for Uw ntti.tuc1 e it su!~ •·ests is c-st1<'fJ.t::.nl tn the rcal:zation of 
l)errHY!lt-nt I) ac e in t ~1e post- \1,nr 1•1o r~Lc 

... 
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J3i'!I SH POST WJill IillCO~ STRtCTI OH 

n ~)rPlininPry Etnc'y :?rF~)t':rt.d • y Jacob J. \lpi:1r;:tcin for the Americ(tn In8ti tute on 

Judaisn Fm1 A. Ju •· t nncl :En rhirin£:: PPA.ce to "be l~elr. a.t t w Hebrew Union Colleir-e, 

Decei;1 er 2l~t ... :.:-At!H 

T1: is .-- tud.y is bfi: g rent to :70u r.s a :xtrtiri'Y)Fnt in the Institute, 

T: i i: strtPnfnt i!? j11:~t r. row~h clr['ft am~ :.s s :. 1mittf'C.~ to ? '1U in the STRICTEST 

C()"i] !:!:)B:~CE - :1/')t to b · 1:1.P , (~ for .hlIT PUBL~CITY v::kTSmJV:JR , 

It is t o be t h, th r,w f0r ci iscussion at th~: roun,.:, t['blc "'h r f it nay be modifi d. 

n:nr~ nltF.red , Evt- tu r, 11:r th1:-: c0.1rlusi')!l will ce ·JnblisL d. 

The Shib" olcth ,.rhic } unitt"'S the axis poh1ers tn t hP ir Nt:r PC<'inst thP Unit Ed 

J.~.~ ti0 iH: is R.r.. ti-Sf~n i.tisr.1, Hitler, Go e"bbels rn< hos,-,,1berp; ,11n.nnPr it ~0, A 

!)"' r si st en t m1~-; t VPr-mount inv torrt=,nt of: 1):r0y,ar,n.nr1.P.. ,,es 100 sen , . to n str-b li c:h th e 

icl ~a t lo t thr J .. w~ were thP in Rtin'l.tors anr i :u~"")irfrs 0f the r ... er.1ocratic-bolshev.:.r.t 

Pllin~-:.ce Pgr iri,..t the 11 UPw Worlu Orc1Pr," ThP restruction of the J ew, ,r0u l c' t h r ,_ 

f0re nenn t :-iP collcrpse 0f All pffr-ctive O}J:)oRition to the Axis c-: rew1 of World 

En::_)irt-:- . Hitl er L:n~ solPrinly vowH0 to FXt ~rr~inrt - thP Jnws, If thP A.xis in~, 

}-.,: .,,ill c on~1 l f- t ely fulfil t}wt vow, E,ren if the .h.xis losPs, LP ,,rill snatch n 

talc n vict or? f ,')r hi~.1st--lf h:r dAstro?i1~· PS nony Jews P..S hio r.1achine gunners pncl 

r es chnnb , rs R!1<1 c·i. ttlP cers C[lll nccomrnclflte . From rF-cent accounts th:.: t trickle 

through th rit,or0ns censor shi~> of Occupied }~uropP. , he is ,ell on thF way to 

ncl ieve l1is boast . Choelnicki rn1c: Petlura wPre inefficient s ,ntine ntalistC'!, 

co;i1·)t:.l• .. ~d to thr- 1;azi hangn ,n nho have mncl.e a thousand Lidices of the J ewish 

t1wns Pnrl. vi lle.t;es in Oc~upiHl. JCuro1rn. 

Tt~: r ef () re s:rr1"oolic rnc1. })rHcticnl consitt' rnti ,rn s both (m~aml. t1 r t .ius tice br < or1e 

to the J .__ w. T.1e nlleviatioa of the JP-wish ::ilirht o:r tl e Unit ec'1. rations will be 

t ~1c? f. ')<'t nraninrful s;rr.1bolic answer thrt can rw -~ iv en to thF N?..zi a.sse.ult on 

~·est E: rn Civiliznti 0n, We slto.11, in effpct, "b sp;rin{'.' to th~ :&'nscistsa "You 

ch0se th 1:: c1Estruction of th 0 Jews as the foun,1 ntion st0ne of :mur Master-r8Ce 

1 □'1 •: rl.c--..lisr.i. WP cl:oo~r th~ rPhabili tati0n o: t11 JH-1 n~ the cornerstone of a 

World :JtedPrnti0n of ].,rPE- H, tions. 11 

In tl:.r le?~P-1 instr,.mc1ts 0f the :_if• n.ce, '-''hPt~1• r th e;r be ft.=n ral conventio. s or 

s~)ecific . rotnc~lst th t- eq_nalit._r of thP Jf•N ris an inc1iviaual in ~is civic, 

)'J liticc1l cine~ Pcononic stntus, nust be unPquivoc-all~ naintrined, Culturr•l, 

r e=- 11.~ir;ue E, 1 r· m•ti J '.1rJ.it, rit:hts nu. t bP rrcor(i.ec.1. to thE JP.wish ~roup whE~revf)r 

$UCh rid1ts arf: rccordP-i:1 to sin~.lrr or :;H1.ri,llEl ,-:roups ~-n nPti0ns thnt nre com-­

')') S•""r 1 f h r- tFrO /"F nous e lenen ts. Whf'rAver J e,,,s c chi PVe a cons tnnt rrn. jori ty 

( r· s th c: r • • r? ~- n ? r- ~ P rt i n e ) , th F y n 1 Rt he n t i t 1 rc1 to the r i bh t ') f l) o 1 i tic D 1 

s~l~-fAtrrnin~tlon , 

·-·le r.1u£ t, l1ow vEr, 1 ·ur·:rd Df'E' i n. t the e ant c"'l elusion th,.t Ruch lHF,P 1 provi s • ons in 

t he ir r rious tr, c.1 ti · s c.nil r.r:rff.H1 ·nts ~rill autona.ticnll~r solve the J wish :9roblE:rn , 

T;: ie 11 rmt onrtic 11 ninrl-~ t=-t hr,s l Hl otlwrwiFJP sPnsitive r>nd thoughtful !)E.rsons to 

Pn P-ntir f' c:i srepu·d of the speci, 1 nnt })Pculinr fnctors th~t f're often of th 

V8ry P: ... · f.: nce of th f-! J rwtsh :)robler.1, Unique historicPl fRctors nnd the ~-ryecial 

rttituc1es of tl!F-; :r:on,..Jp-,ish nn,jority nrke it inp r rr:tive to F'St blish ~1) cific 

sr>: el!U.P r c1 s for thr inter;ra.tion of the Jpw into tlw !)ost-wer world. 

W:1D t rver lr:i;P.l snfegurrds nry bP ,-,ri ttPn int o thP constitutions of o. reco:1struct­

ed Gt:T ~,r .. ny • Polrnc. , Rou~w.nic., Hunt:rry or Slovrrkir, Cflnnot be trrnslo.ted • nto 

action ov r1 r 2:. if-:ht , Tht-? ~1t- r~o11s ,.,,ho will be entrusted. with the adninistr[ tion 

of th ,-: se lnws will not 1)P [•'~lP to shr.ke tht)fHH•lves frPP of ~rejucliceQ engt---nd.e:r , 1 



ov2r a lonr.:.: ·:,r- :ti ocl of int ,ni=;e • ro~1ntnnclA.. 'I'h c1.is loc p. t • nns end difficult re­

rd J'l::t. f-nts ,.rhich . .1::.n:' , .. d.11 h, ve to .. 1ake in !)ORt-ws.r Euro'!) f nny int ensify, 

r~tL~ r t h[ n r·.or t.· rAt ei , th• ur.l iciousl:r nurtured ho.t s of thP l a!:' t two c ecn ee, 

It will :req,1irP P i'.-.fiWrRtion, :!.t lf-lre t, 1wforP t hr sc? ")O isonous invidious atti­

tu·-:le~ wiJ.l 1)£ r :,rorcisN1. fron t h.P- c Pntr, 1 o.ad ef's tPrn Euro_1P.nn ~Jeo,1 ·s , Th 

J E- w \••ill un~1 m:1:ott=-(1l:r 1Jc- u~ec1 iu, ~ ~cn.J t.:.for t :or tr. s e frui;tro.ti ons and a.gr ssionso 

~n Lon ·. st r ~~_-.-.r ·,_ for tht s~· r PelitiPs :.mkes it incunb Pnt upon th sta.tesr,1E:n of 

t hP P • ce to rti,o,rr sPvi-:ri:.l nillion Jews fr()n thr rrPns whpre no'l")ulation !)r es­

su.r~ r-,:.f con·· it"l 'ln~d 1)r ejucUces will n,2·:c th f' J f Nish ')Os it i..o n rxcr:ed:nGlY prP­

c;'.rious. It 5.c:. tnhurwn to 1) 1: rn1.t the J ews ,,,ho havp survived the feorful orc1evl 

')f ,rc1r r.nt. 11f's s por.;rons to Pnclur the inPvit r-ble fury of, ost-war tPnsi 0ns 

r.ccm'.'l_)P.nyL1{..:: t hr- s trw:rdP for f•:dstence in the "rar-scarrec1. encl clesolr,trd nrEes 

of Lu.rn~"le . 

To !'.le. -t this f;itnat:.on we 1)ro·.:o~e tlw f oJ.low:.ng r1f•nsuresa 

(1) Liftinr: of i rmi ;~rntion b,\rriers t() t}'lf- r,o r e fortunt, t e countri e s - North E-ntl 

S0utl .1'1.r f- ric , , Cr..na.cln, aus trn.lin, South fricn, Th ·i. s will be v necessary sup,­

".)lPT101t t o th1 _11· n!"r..r.1 of r P-ht,bi 1 i tat i0n ~ lr 1-::- a c1.~, a nnouncer. by our Gove rnr.1cn t. 

Until ~m !"ll•.Vf. r:~1c ce e<1.e cl in r t• cons truct 1.n ~ t h~) f:crmm.1 ic life of the clepl ,t ed 

countri t=>n , t 11P novP:.wn.t of foor. to tllfm cm be l)a.l c.acecl by our ab sor:_Jti on of 

EO;'H: of t :v·ir nn.n11ow1-r, Rc.sf-ttlt-.nent ·:,ro,i t-· cts in Eq_uo.dor. l•exico, Alnek?. rnd 

Cr,n2f a coulc'. r..b s0rb I'\f\.:1y th01.1f:ancl. s of fanili e s. 

(2) r..t l "•e,st n.notl'w r niJ.lion J f: WB fron t!w ~)r urnur P nr,~ns CAn be c olo1 iz r<l in 

P r-~l " stit.s . l1io(1 i:-"ic a ti<m of thP innigratinn lrws and thP lflnd !)U?'Clw.sinr·: ler;is­

l :, ti r. :.1 mule ena1)1P tht~ ;1r~sent ~)O})Ula ti nn to absorb a ·,.,,-,'Y)uln.ti on equnl to th i: :r' 

-_)r .. si--~" .. t nunbErs. an int Arnn t ion,;.11~, s1)onsort."'d. r.nd filvmcf?c1. r se~ t lem €' n t plan 

c0ulc'. er..s i ly -;;rovicle for 500,000 r.1o re J ews, The r:roUt\<lwork has been clone• 

Th (') )E- ') Jlf' rm~ t ... '!.(' econony of P::i.les tinP hi;ve Rl ow n r. tm1nrk~blt! odo.ptivenec:!s ii,nd 

rPsiliPnce. 'i'h• r, (1.<lcl ethical pnf r ~liginus inc nt1ve of rr'bulding the crrdl,e­

lFnd. of I s r rel 1 s :P.i th is a :)IJWPrful dfnP-r.1 ic r:ich s~1011ln not be overlo okecl_ by th , 

Rfsettl.□ent Co~aittees, ~Lo will b~ cherfP~ ~ith t ~is work, To RRsur~ t he per­

uanenc e of t he hr roic Pfforts which Ruch a colonization nover1ent will entRil, 

P,·lt- s ti!lE=' :nut be r:u.r.rnnteec, ns e. sP lf-c~e t 1 rr1ini n.g unit of a Middle Enst federe,­

ti')n ,,,hich in turn nu<1-t be })Rrt of th lnr{'.'flr fpr_err.tion of all :int ions, With 

thP olcl im~) r rirlisr.1 su!),lPntecl b:r 1ww int . rnf'..tionnl s,onsorship, the vari ous 

,)f')·')ulr~ti ons in Pr .. J_Pstinr C['n c1.evelop o. nutunllJ sc1tisfnctor~1 forM of self­

{'')V'-'fn:1ent. It ic our firn belit~f that , i th t wo nillion Jews rt::!1.10ved fr o::1 the 

f') r:-.v-r )nle of £fttlerwnt anr. () thPr r,rees whf'rf· nnti-Sm,itisn is deeply ro otr. d 

a .. 1'J!lr~ the )f'O:_"> l b s, thP chance for tht~ s n ti sf er. tor? int P.grnt ion of the remainin{.; 

tw') or t}•r ,f> r ilJ_icn Je, s •rill be inuens Ply in1)rov ecJ. , 

(3) Wt, !)ropoeF! en Int ernati onal Cmmissi ,n for th t) stun? of rn.ce and grr:u!.) rela­

tions. 'I'hi s Car.mission shoulc1 be node led on thfi Internn ti <inP l Lv.hor Of:i ce rnd 

the I·1t r:rnr.ti onr: l At;riculture Institute. The Cor.missi0n wo ,:!_,~ n:th;.r ,.nc c1is­

sPuinc•te t 1r fac ts about r-rn,.:p int er-rPlati rms unc1. encourar,e tht- de"rlopm f'n t of 

t echniqu . to couon.t o.11 forn s of anti-soc i nl :Prejuc'.ice. Such ~ commi " ~io n 

wo:i.ld hE l :) to implenent the ic.eals iu:>lici t in t ht: VPry Rtructure of a wo rld 

co::inonweRlth. It ,,o, ld be in a.n obj ective ~1osit i.o n t o ,oint out the workinGs 

of ~1r e judice in f\.n:r one nRtion, It coulc1 mark the nrnner in 'lhich thE· List oric ~l 

P.n~ .. li t ero.ry tee.chi nt; r, of one !W ti o!'l or r;rour) nir,ht be er .nting prejudice r...tnins i, 

an')ther nati on or groUl)• It wo,1ld :r.n. ve access to interna ti 0nal orders, such RS 

the Jesuits. thE. Mnsnns
1 

the B1 nai B1rith, the Rotv.rinns, nnl the various church 

and S.-7n2.~()f.11P- fed ernti rJns, f'ncl coulc1 sponsor through th em the ec.ucati one.l t ech­

nique-s by which t1?.n CRn be 11Pc1e receptive t0 c: iffertmces anc: thus fit for 

citizenahi'1 in a worlcl cor.mom•mn.lth. 

If ·:)Gt,.ce j_s to bP- bnsecl on just ice and not on craven ~onformi t:, to _Jo wer, it 

must be a ~)tr.Ce thr t flows fror.1 a unity which is the harnoni zo.tion of under-

st'1oc'1. Rnn r~~1:·,rec iP t ed cl 1 ff Prf>nce s. 
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ECQNOHIC BASES ~.,03. A tTUS~ A·m ElillTJRI "tTG P:£ACE 
a 11relim1nary study pre:pe.rFd by Sidney G0ldste-tn for th c- American Institute on 
Judaism and a Juft ond Enc1.uring P nee to be held at the Hebrew Union Collere, 
DeceCTber 21st through Dec~Mber 24th, 

This study ii:: being s ent to :r ()·_l a.s e. participant in the I nstitute, 

'l'hi s stat ement is Jus t a rough <lrnft 6nd is submitte to you in the STRICTEST 
COHFIDEHCE - not t o be used for AHY .?UBLICITY :'!IIA':'SOEVER, 

It i. s to be the theme for di. sc11ssion at the round tablP- ,,here it moy be modifi ed 
p.nd a ltered, Eventually thP c nnclus:. on will_g_~ __ _m1h15. sheh_ __ 

"The Dflrt h Is The Lornfs And All Tha t Is The r E' in11 

I 

The function r: f t l: A e.c()noMic syr;t em is to Pstpblish fo :t all r.1Pn ec onomic 
frePdom, eq_uali ty of ec o no□ 1.c op:9ort11ni t?, th , rip-.,h t to ,1ork in A.CcordP.n.ce with 
training , P- x::,erience aml nbilit?, ancl t.rn full Ps t deveJ. ()pl!lPllt co nsistent with c·.1r­
:, ent r e sourc e s, productive po,,r8r, fl ncl r..1 Pt ho0s o:f r i s tribution. Thi3 function of 
the economi ~ e?s t "'Ll ,. e r ecogr.i ze i '..s funclnn ent a l and ;e •• re co .1vincecl th~ t this 
fi1ncti on ou ., t be trn;1 slnted i r1 to soci ul !Jrnctice i n r eorgo.ni zing t he ec onomic life 
of the pos~ ■war world, We cannot tol ernt e ex~1loit r tion , e nslave□Ent or serfdom a t 
nny ·0oi nt in our economic urogrrun. 

II 

The a!Yplicnt i on of sci ence, scientific :9rocedure and manngPCT nt to agricultu r . "' 
·'_ric1.us try n.ncl cor.merce nO\•' as eu:r r: us of an adequat e ec onomic life, ','l r, T)O SSF5 S t0r. r.r 
f' ll t hf f r•c tors tiw t i\Te nece s!: ro-:r for n f ull, r i ch rn<1 abunc1[' nt ecl")nonic deve lop­
r.ent, Thr se fectors ar e : One, □aterial rt: sourc e::i; two , r.l[lchin ry: three, m.e.n­
·nower; four, MT r kr ... ts; fiv f-> , non~y. Ci:'he r c ie no l r ck of nn:r onP of thes e f act ors 
c=i ncl i ~ tht'Y r r • r:,r O:!')f rly orgn.li zed nnd. ')1.' ()~e rly t'n~Jloyecl N ( s1 all b i:: abl e to cree te 
e.n econoni c ~;rst eu t hc t will a r.sur e t.o ~vr-:: r ? nnn , ,-,0nr•ri ci ! .c1 r,hilc. tlw CTfnnr of 
□aint t=mrt~1ce for n n.Acf-nt, s elf .. rernpf)r,ti:r..g c:.na ci elf-r eJ.:p,nt l Pvel of life. Ther e i s 
no excuse ~~ ntev er fo r ir~ ov~rishr. nt n:a destitut ion in our ~re sP? t st agn of 
civilizntion, 

III 

In ord.~r th ,.;.t eYPr:, gr l")up anr. i:;v er:r •)P.op l e i..n t h1:) world r.rn.:r b8 as sured of what 
is r P.c!uir P.n. fo r econonic i nc: epPnclencc nnd the f u llP s t r> coao□ic develo _.1r:1u1 t it is 
necessary to reg1. 1 rc anc1 to tr r r.t r~a t ral r e sourc es, yirocl uctiv f.' powr=-- r anc!. th methods 
of distribution ;·10 t AS the !Jo r s es s i () ll nf i.. 110. i,d_<htrls or cor-,orations or nrti on 
but A. s the f" ndowncnt~ o~ i~0ci ,t? it self, \le b eli eve th, t ~uch natural r e sourc e s 
r.s oil c.na.. coal, s ch })j ' ()(1uctive ~)owr>r P..S hyccro- el ectr i c ent Pr-pris Ps, s11 ch mEt hof. s 
of d. istribution us r nilr oac~ s ll n ,.:i, oth .r nenns of tr?JlS~r:> ort nti on sho,1l cl be socivlizPd 
and tl Rt the titl e of ow~~rship shoul d r Pst in soci e ty it BP lf, 

IV 

The s tandard o: li Yin6 in evPr:,, country nncl on cv ,.,. ry cot1tinent sh ··•u l tl be 
rai s i-;d in £\CC orcl nnce ,,•i t h thP f'Vni lp_ble re sourc e s, :!)r or1uc ti V P !")0\<1e r and u e thocls 
of distrib1ltion. Tht! st r ncl. r~r d. () 1 l t~r i ng , .rt' nr.voc nt e s;_0ulc inclucl e n0t only prop t-~ r 
ehelter, c,uffic~ent nourishin~ food t..nd ndcque.t e clothing , bu t all othPr it ens 
now r Pcor,nized r s v. p:-rt of th r- buclgP t in a civilizea life, such a s, n clical t:mc1 
dentnl care, r Pcreation, nnd s nvings. It is in~ossiblP, vc r(nlizP, to rciee it 
0:-1.ce the stannarc:t of liv : ng of cv P- r / :9eo:9l P to t he ' i ghf;St et c~nc:urd thr t hr, s b r-en 
E•ttained in advnnced countr5. e s likf' th<' Unit ed. Str.t ~s of AnP ricn., But it is only 
j:.1 s t tht.t everr ,:ffort sh0uJJ'.. be rmde to i nprove th ec ()nornic life of ev .ry group 
AO r ;::i.p i d ly c1.s the econoriic s;rst en wi ll allow. 

V 

The inco□P. necessary to r1aint2 i n an ndeq_unt e sta nclnrc1. of living sh0uld be 
br1 S P /\ not sol Pl~, upon thP ee.rn1ng T) Ot-rer of the ind tvin.ual but A.lso upon the nec(ls 
of the fnr.11ly ne n unit. ThA family is bnsic to thF. socir~l structure ancl it is not 
01-.. Jy E:'oc1nl11 unwise but nost un,1ust to cor:l!)el 11. fnriily of .10th er crnrl fnther nnd 
t·1r ee ehilc'. rPn to live on thP snn nr.iount thnt te :)aid to A nnn who has no depPnd E- nts, 
In order th,.t the nntiot!al incor.rn nn:, be AO distributed ns to neeure o. ree.sone.ble 
stnndar~. of 11 ving 1 t 1 e necessary not onl~, to stnbli Ph Et nininum incorrn but r.lso 
to 0 stablish a ~nximuc incone. This can nnc ehoula be done through n syetem of I 

tn.xa\ion auch a.a is being de,roloped nna n.CTo!)tP.d nt thP !)reeent tine, 'l'he equitnble 
rt~t.ri bution of the ootional inr.orw is n. nr,ttar of uornls even nor~ thnn of 
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VI 

Thfl :)robl .ri of un m: loyr.1ent I"U·: t not be TY llo ec, to 1~velop i;1 thfl uo t-wrr 
wcirli ~G it dicl in Gorn: co 1ntriP.s i P.,Pdintt= ly f!t thF encl of the lv:-t mr an in 
Plr:10•3t r1ll countri.fs r.fter 1929. Er.1ploJ:1Pnt cnn bP :Jrovir1ed in our tir:ie for v ry 
~ers1n willing nn~ rble to work if r w 11 thourht out pro~rru1 is ndoptPd. This 
·,)rogrr.□ £h')1;1d inclnr~e the fo).101:lin~• OnP, n lioitation of the hours of labor 
in ar-corC.ance HitL ec0nonic nt ecls; two, the elini.wtion of chilr labor ,h ,rever 
t"'..is is dt.:trirrnntb.l to the, cevelopr.t3nt o: child life; three, the retiren nt of thf 
neEd wht:n thr- nr.;r ·- cl c ef' se to :)ecor1t· o soc- ial ano. .conor.1i c rs .~nt; four• the eXJ)on­
sion of th , S(JCin.l servi.c0s, such r.s hPr.l tr.., 1 ('.ucuti 0n: and rP-crea.tion to o , et 
the incrf- asj ng r::.F N .s in sor.· in,_ 1 if e; five, n. ~ rms truc ti 01 ~)rogrt:"!1 to nee t the 
r eco1 stru.ction nf'ens of t i1"" pn st•• vr..r worlcl. ~1rny cities nn<l r:nny countri s ,..,ill .L-:'.fVt 

to be rebui.lt c1ftt r thP c1e' PStl'ltion of tht~ prPsent ~0J1flict, Thf solution of 
un(->m'1lo:,i:1ent is not r lirf r.0r evC'n work-.rPlief but ark. 

VII 

A socir·.l s-ec ··:t i t? ·_-, r orr P.:1 n u.,t be rrevelo"lPCl ,' .. nd ndo,ti::,rt to neet the cor..or:i::.c 
:1eEds of t hr,,sf wh c- f :j r \~ i±'.'P1• 1_ nt r~c1sons n.rP. ,.J.nnblf-: to work or to find er.1:-iloy□f-rt. 

This ·Jr ()gr eJ!l ,,rt; nre co 11vinced :·u,, t incl11cle u1wn1)10?T1€nt insurnncc, ace iclm1t 
i:1surance, he:i.ltl1 i:1s ·rnLce. olcl rge annui tier: EL.:.-l tlH· ncl0qurte CfL e ryf.' r~ 1;.:nc:m tc-

r i ~ • • 

of W')rk-.. r s. :.L _ f-- hnzr.r ·1 " o :? 1,u· P.cononi c lif P ov·f r uhi ch inc1.i vi c:unl s ::1ave n-:, cori t. o:i 
□u~t be covFrecl by sriciP-ty it nt~lf ,.nc tl.e unit or cc. TF, ous t not be the inc1.i viduc1l 
but the inc1i vi tnul ~lus the nd. bt~rs 0f the fnni ly thr t c:re c:.epenr.ent. 

VIII 

In a cler~.ocrntic societ? tLe wo:rkPre nust :)o"'~ess the ri i!ht to or rnize in or ­
e<. r t') nc1 ranee t l>'ir own welf"re" By work rs ,,re r' Pt L nll t'1~ e who E'rf' engr ,...E. 1.4 

in as ric:· lt~re, i 1H'.urtr .. ", con. ·. E-! rce n.nrl t hF ~.:, rof PfH?i")r.s. r.ib " ri~l' t to orgcnize 
cn.rJ.n0 t l r. gall? or r· orrilly Of-' lini tcd to orr, . 1j zn. ti 1))1S tr .. , . t c.:r · •!fl~/?f"Pd in p rofit­
r.1:11cing . The richt to orr,Eini ze inclut.es th!' r ~.rl1t to b c1.rgain colle.:ti vely through 
r c .. )r ➔ sentutives of thi ir owr!. cl .. oo : in£ ; [:..nr~ to tf t t rn ~.ne in coo::-1 rr·tion with 
er.1~J lo:u:r r the: tr rns 1;f thf~ con trnc t eovcrirlf' wn •;1:. s t 1v-l salrrl ~ s, h )Urs L nd conc1 i­
ti '."'ns of ,-rork, r:nr1 t ~1e "1ac-hinery tl'rou{~h ,,hich r;ri P.VE' nee s rre t o be adju ~t ed. 
Thes e rig to of lnbor i we r, r , co;1vL1cr,d, slir.u] (' be ir.cor)orn.t( d 5.n tht-' soc ic1l 
l e~isl~tion of f·Ver:1 conntr? n.n.f. ts t .. r-r rs '10rPibl , thP stf,nr1.nrds estn.blish d 
ehoulc. cnpJ.y to ev r;, gr ,..•n-;1 in evfrr lnna .• 

IX 

In ')rc1.. er thrt t:-.~ eco oriic :,r.c~ m:, ,.,e fl~_vocr-.te r:.n,r be f'lno-r,tr><i upon l'.:1 

int f· rHrtionn l sc"'le it i nrces t 1r;1 o orec .niie rin tnternntionnl borly thrt will 
be c:1ar g c1 witl. t11f r<'snonsibiJ.it:· nrr' +,h~~ authorit;r n" cEsspry 7"or the ccomplish­
nent of tts tpsk. Tnis ~nt <rnrti 0nal economic body we believe sh· uld be the 
ec')nonic s.~cti0n nf nn i1tb:rnn.ti')1.al orgPnizF1tion or· Norlc.l governnent thnt we muct 
Aseumf" will bP. er · c1tAd. in the "1o~t-wnr })cried, 0 r ir1t r rnrti0nnl ex::>erience, 
es )PCiP.lly the PX _') ri p1;.ce o~: thf~ IntPr:-rn.ti 0r .. n.l L:~tor Offic r: , teache s us tr.Pt with­
o 1t auth 1ri ty nnc1. tr , [:;1il5. tr to rnforce d.Pc i si ons P.lL cone.. :1ic :nroerf!n of 
int rnDti onpl sc 1YOF cr-.nnot be est< bli sh~,rl. 



COi:FIDi1~TL.tL J0CU11~NT 

Il7T::.IB--F AI TH :B.ttSI S o::r .A JUST & E:mu:ar jJG p~~c::1: 

a !)reli:-.1i:., .... r,· Rtnclr ·,)ri->_1f•rPC'. hy Ri~bbi Morris Lazpron ior the All rican Institutf> on 

Ju,· Rirn c1n<: a Juc::t c1•1'1 };n.{'1rinf:- Ptcace to lH' l f3ld nt thf HfbrP•' Unirm College , 

D~ce□ber 21st - 21th . 

T. is !.:>t['t ;1e~:t is juPt a rourh c1.r['.ft and. is snbni ttrrl to .rn 1. :tn the STRICTEST 

CJ1,7ID:::::17CE - ;11t to l P usPc1 for Al~ PtJJ1I CITY WILTSOBV~Jt . 

It i~ to be the tl:Pr.w for (iscu Pio:1 Pt t}lP rnunr. t ,-,·LlP whE rP it r.my be TJ1)(1ifiec1 

Pn<.: . .ry,lterf(1 , ~=Vf:'.:.tnnll•r t} concluBi'Ja_JJJ_}"H. ·mhli£hod, 

1 . We nrr en{;,Jrfd in r ,,~r ·rl:ose outcone will clecic~n thn future for f c:lf rr.ti ] J:s . 

F')r Juc' nisn~ n victor:,, nf tLe .h.Xis wo·-, 1,~. nt ~n tho lo~e of Pll that c" itnifics 

hu:-1an existc-=-nc ,~, th, t ti res incPntive to hw1an strivin{; . It woJ.lc' -~fan thi= 

d.astruction of r.,P.11 1 s ho) . to 1)11ilcl Goc1.t s Kin,::rtor.1 01 ~-r.rth. 

2 , Tl1r0nr~h tl_t. in~·irht of J,:wish tf' P.chers 1. Jur'eisr,1 :rt:' 1 PnlPC1. to tl r ,,,orlf cPrtrin 

univP.r[ .1 tn·th<' u :_)On which \·,'Estt~rn civilizati 0n .r.a~ b ., f-;: nilt . Juc"Pir:n j' rO►• 

cl .. i rwa tL.=- , .Yl: t 0 11c e 1:f thb n.H> Holy Goc1 , cr,-:-,r tor of thr mi vr rse , : ~ , 11 t •Lt 

is in it; tLf --11rni t:, o-: hi.rwn lifP ,1nc1. tLt- wortl of r-1r.n nnc1.e 11 in t~ ~ iur r"e 

of Go ,1. 11 ; tr .. r, :r ··s· ·1. ribi.lity o: nin to G0cl rnrl. to his fello,-.,;nen . Juc,ainm ,.'e-

el· r e ~ th, t ,iusticP _1t<:t be r.vr~f thP founclctior1 ')f hurwn r•lati'J.1s pnd. th. t t 1:e 

brotr.11--:{r..0oc1 r,f r 11 ')POr)lrs i e tht> r()nl to 1nrcl 1-,h~.ch nll crPrtion novPs . In tl:e 
.. .. .. 

S'.)i ri t of hur1i lit:, bt=-:::or, tr.P (rnndeur of t:1j_ s vis i 111 , wf-· hold thr t the !)ror.10 .. 

tio:1 sf tL r.F- i.cleP.l~ is th~ nisei ' n of Juclaisn , Vith a keen sE.-nse of our ovn 

shnrtc 'JMi nrs p:1(' :e.:!. l urc.. s, wr "'.'Ji .. e.yPrf . ll;r pl en.re ou1 .. sf 1 vt~ s to })ror:10 t f:- thrir 

rider rccF-:)trnce e.r11on1:• :H~n Pi.cl tlH::ir ~~1Y:)licr, ti ,· n in hurwn rFlnti')ns . 

3, Thc-; CE' conce-)tF: hg, ~Jeen ncct-rntf cl by th C'Jr.r;uni0ns wr icl. sprirg fro:1 the r.1othE·r 

fni th . An? c1 e 11ial of t.wn is a denial not onl:, of Jue' a.i s::1 but of Christ ie.ni ty . 

Sh '"'Ul'1 thq, JP l'fj, )ctt:,cl. cdl(~ l'-Paten clot-rn , Ch:ristianit? aR well us Juc1.aism \ 011lC::. 

1w rejt=ctn1. en ·1 . t~ r!t 1:: n down , 

4 . Je ~hore tht r,e ')ri:-lci·)lP , which ,,p bPli ~ ,r2 r:ust Ot tl.~ ~0,1fflatt0 .1 f::Jr 7nst- ,r, r 

rec J:lS truct i. n . A so lenn o l. li , ·n t i0n tlw rt·f o rP r '-1 Rt s r :)on El 11 fo llo,,rr rs of Jue. a•­

i sn a~1c C' ari L tic ni t.7 to if i. trin om· c-0:111011 LPri tare an" to e:--: rt l'..11 pffort • 

i.1elivic'.1Jc1.ll? , !1c: tor~tr• r . to srcutP the efftctivF i , :,.-·1 t=nce of thPs1 tt.arLin, ·s 

i11 th, C') '1c: ,1ct of th -- ,,•nr r ncl i . tl' c na1::infl' 0f tr: r --:,r [lCP . 

5. T'-1c lr .. "t ? f Ftrs l•avF· Pi tnr- scecl a f.ratifyinv ircr as:P in :~:1.ti: r-fr·i th unr". ,: rstr-rl~ int 

anll c •1or1nrc:.t~0n , Protf.'etnntr , Cctl olics Etnc~ J1; 1,f8 , ,,itho .t En.crificing ultir.1L.~e 

questi ' :1 s "1-:' c' octrinP , havF ::'o·,1nr' n. gronncl fer ,joi. >Lt :Hlt: avor .~n th,, fi lt:l cf 

hur.rnn r LAtions , in th, ir a ·)pronch to tht' socinl, , cm onic c.-nr". _)oliticc:l :1, E.lRc-

justr,1 . nts 0f 01r tire , Gr1-~::.t stri<les :i.n i1tt--r-frith coop·r;;.tion lnYt bE. ;1 n:cr in 

our 0 ,,n c0untr:, uncL-- r thP lev.d~rshlp of fhe Ni,ti •·::P.l Co!..ftr!-nce 0f C1ristians 

nnd J ,.· _.,s , c.llC', in lDnrlancl th~ :dritish Council 0f Jc"' ' •'S and Christians , under tLf­

j')i:tt Prr~irl.cnc:, o:: tl r- _ rchbishop o: CrlntPrbur:.' , Crrc1.inrl HinEl ~, , tl:f> 

?for1.crato r of tl L' Clmrch of Seo t lnncl , tht' ?-.oclt rato r of th1 }; rc-e Church Ft dr re.l 

Cou:1cil £t.10. tb:· Chli--·f Rr,.1fri , r.1arks a c1 rrurntic stF', for 1r, :..·o in thic fielc1 . 
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6. The tr> sk. of r con~ L· 1c ti rm anc: tlw r1n~:int ()°!' r-.n e1 d.urin, • '!)CR.Ce off r J"J.f c ism 
:1ncl Ch~iftinnity [ vret area for unitPd ~cti n,, I1~rlePd , th~~ if the testinr-; 
~ LL- of our :re lir::. oilc s:i.. .. 1c t· ri t?" Fro:-1 ()'lr s;' .'lt ()1~uP s nnc' churches r.iur t ro 
f')rth th _ ,rast ir1pulres of kincl.lint~ss c1rtd b t:.linr;; the cr·ll to our countr~~ to 
ac:,su·v~ rfs)()nri::.11':,y cor1.1PnBurate ,,,1th :·~s fTrGt1Pss, thit we i1P.? not turn 
111r oacl:s ·1..()0 ;1 our 'Jr0th~ rs in Arns - r: r:11 1,.i: ;;l rffo rt in0e . rl f 1r tl en will be 
thost~ wl.o ,,,o 1._i.(' lr·~r <10,,i1 with tJvc:;_r v-ictor!"o·us nrns th1~ir _ffor t for a better 

110rld . Fror:1 ot' ... f?rt, f-'1.;u.t~ s pn{ chu~:-cl1cs LhPr1' :11.:.st ro f0rtl t} f: crll to fcPr. E'ni 
clothe r-n~·t Ec, :cl tnr -1:.l l vie tins 0f t.he ,,·:1·.:- 1 t11P in")irnti -n f0r vrise afu.nnis, 
trati;. i '1 l·.,J.", J -.rh i.'t" t · rrible hntrecta 11c.1 ._._ b~en lFt loore. Our £yn:1[.:or,t1cs 
P1:1cl.. c;·:u::.~c~.1 s : , .. :, ~ d1' clcre tl ut out of i,L,7 l .i rirtbrP.F11:: of th• world cust cone 
r t=J c01.1~)e:1s e .n ',...l f.- ,';'lw -rnnt 1..::P. S 0-f freFd0ri , rr<'.ir;ious, ~)Olitical, economic, ,,wr ,­
S):rn.l - f')l' [=!.J l tl'e c,1::_1_,1)'.'F:l ')f ; ·• enc 7ro·· ()ll:::' synrr0rues R.!1.d church1. S thPre 
:-1ust 'c': :-:-roc.lri·1•-c1 thP nrc1. th~>.t nothi1-g 1yil t on •_rpnrPaace or hntrEd cn:1 en-• 
111rc 1 ttr.t i1 t :f: •·•"Jrk of rii~h teousn..,,ss 1.~ },r. ac.:e 11 , anc thrit rithteoufnF'~S n0t 
selfis:1neEf'. or c'1p·1.rrrinisn nust r1 rr.1.1·.r tlw tt .. ·:1s ')f ~)ef'c~. If the rF-li r::io ·s 
f')rCPS of thf wo:· l1~ unite on th1-' e ha.Ll.o ,•rC'c~ crn1~ P. s [.s co-w')rker wi tr: Go: tl.e 
Fat tr , a !:..ew c1 11/ r.1irl t cl::.wn npo.1 the Pa.c tl ,, 

7. 'ile suf,;t.· Et t .s f o:::-~mti e,n of a Counc i 1 of thn Rr li1;i ons of t: P '.for ld. ,,hi l . ,,,:d 112 
_) resE':r7in,~ t:1P i!l.te~ri t:, of Pnch reli1~ln , nirht pool h1: ir f"~iri tuc.l :'n,, . 1.1.b--, 
str .1til!.l rr•s0'1 rcPs ,'l ,~ s :0 ~~ak in on~ nif-;};ty Yoice for the _ r actic".l iMl"):enE:-nLe.­
tion in tlle ~nB t•- -,ar. w0rl11 0: t'.w unive:rsAl ic'..enls '°if rid.tecusrie ss nna 
brotht:r~1001l c :1r1r.10n to n,1 111 ~t c:1 a Co·J.ncil ni.rht WPll 1,t: thr'l consci rice of e,r..e 
worlcl s·J'-'uk:i.nf; in tlu rJ1P of tlH one J.iv··, nr, u-oclo 1k S'J.{"':f·,·•st tr:. t tl1e ultimrte 
ser◄ t c:: this Council, wLen _)Pf ce ha!: 011ce , .. f"r.in c0 :P t0 our •'orld , b: in t hf 
city of Jarusrler.1 0 PrlestiJlt~ L th . birtl ;:il· ce r;f :")rO!)hetic ,Juc'ai 0 n; it 
s~~oolizes tnr nr .. cifmt sn:1ctitiPs ')f C!1ristPnclor:1 , nc~ tLe t/')h1Dn d.nn i,.rorlcl . It 
is ;.11 E-t an( fittin.,. th,1t :i.n thi'3 ,.,,a:' th . un1vt:rs:-1 l i"lf'rls ,,,h~Lch chrrt!'.t-: the 
Ju1,'.t.r),.,ChriBtir!1 tn.cli ti 1 stPll fulfill the ruwient nro::1har.y; 0,1t 0f Zi on 
~ , 11 ---:o ±'ortl tllf: trachinr,, r.nc1 the rorc1 of G')r fj_• on J erns<'.le:10 



COFFID~~HTIAL DOCUMENT 

THE PO~I'.;;ICAL BA.SES FCB A JUST AND ElIDURIUG PF..ACE 
a preliminar:r r,tuc.~? pr eparc·d by Paul Freund for the .Anerican Institute on Judai sn 
and. A. Just nnd Enc.uring Pence to b [• helc. nt the Hebrew Union Coll ege, Dec. 21-24, 

l'his Study is being sent to ;,ou ns a 1,artici:oant i n the Institute, 

Tl is stRte:1ent is ju~t e rouf;h c. raft and is f:ubni tted to y ')u in the STRICTEST 
CUHFIDE:i:jCE - not to be used fer .A.HY PUBLICITY WH.A.T SOEV~'R. 

It ifi to be t h1-; thP.::18 for cliscusBion at the round tablf:! \-fher e it r.my be modified 
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After the lc1,st Worlf1 War wns won, the ~1ence ,·ms lor-t. In und.erstc'..nd.ing why it 
i1as lost we she' ll go far to ensure that the coming }) ertce "'ill be just and encuring. 

The ~eriod followinG thE last World War was □ork€d by nornl enarchy nnsquerading 
FIS rf~alism. By thF san e tokrm, it was markPc1 by 1_) nvert~r of st c tesr1anship. The 
Je ece settlements cnntain8~ little or no ~revisions of an economic nature except 
re~Jressive one :. '!'he eff0rt by nPans of c-rininnl trials, to fix the guilt of 
those ~ersons responsible for criminal nnd inhuoan acts, ended in fiasco, The 
Uni tPd St c1 tP s wi thrlrr;w, ns ,ve believed, into n privat e world t o carry on thP ~.Jur­
sui t of gain, a:1.cl on thr; highest authority we wer e nssuroc., in th£: face of our 
great national traditions, that "the business of Anerica is business," 

M8anwhile, our a.llit: S were beset by counsPls of cU.vision, On one side, faith 
1vas ~.mt in maintaining a precarious balance of :)ower ru.10ng the nations; on the 
0th~r, there wns pressed n policy of utMost severity agai nst the fornAr eneny, 
The result was an intE=rnational policy Ar.10ng forr.wr allies thrit lDcked coherence, 
direction or J)l''inci}1le,. This \1Ten.knPss of c~eriocratic policy was fully exploited.. 
by totalitarinn l e11ders. With an unconfnrtable deRree of truth it has been said 
tha t Gerr1any tiscovered during tlw :first r-ecr'.cle after the Wn.r that the victors 
would rarely yield to r e pson, and during the sP.c oncl decade thnt they would 
always yield to force, 

This peri ()(l of nor al a.bdicati on coincided, tragically, with n 1_:H~ri od of pol it i Cr-ll 
and econo1.1ic tension throughout the world, At th e. ver? t imE wht ·n thA s!)iri tual 
unity of m:mkincl ,-m.s regarded ns an unrealistic vision, by n grim irony tr.e wea!)ons 
r,f rnechanicD.l wa.rfarr nnd the forces of econorriic intf;rdeJ)endence were demonstreting 
thr· t no :,}eople coula. live unto itseJ.f, The clamor of arr.:1S e.ncl d.e :!_Jression mc>.de 
itself felt, ~11ere the voice of brotherhood h~d not be en he~rd. The s,rend of ideae: 
too, knew no bounclnri es, and the wnr that hD s cor:ie is !1nt hing 1 css thnn ~- war 
for rien I s ninds everywhere. Mankinrl cannot f:.Xi st ha lf rnt i cma.l and half brutal. 

In the light of these considerations, we subscribe tn thP following princi::1les 
o..nc. ")rO'!_)osals: 

1, The vis:on of a bettt:r worlcl; ancl the univPrsol striving for a fuller life, 
as~1irations on which fascism has 2)reyed,--□ust infnse c.. ll plnns for :)oli tic ql 
reconstruction. We r.mst recn:pture thP S!)iri t of r::ffirnntion expressPd on the. 
Great Senl of the United Statess 11 The NPw Ordnr of th~ Ares," The NPw Order 
is indeed ours to hold fo:rth, n Ne v, Orcler uithont clecrn.dntion, ,,rith justice and 
frat er!lity. 

2, There r.mst be no rrnrtce of vengeance or naq; reprisnls, Moral nnd legal judgment 
must be "l)assed. on those persons who ha.ve been responsible for outre.ges in violntion 
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of the law of nations nnd the law of war, An international tribunal should be es­
tablished to try such o:fe.nclers. 

3. The aggressor ~ations nust be disar□ed as a first step toward eventual univer­
sal disEirI!larient. Until conditions are stabilized, it will be ne~essary- to 
pre serve orcler b:,, ri.ea.ns of a.n int ernnt iono.l police force,_ 

4. Control over an int nrnational police force, and, r.10re :undamentally, a 
reasoned orderinG of international affairs, requirP.B an intPrnntional organiza­
tion, ,.,hose success Nill c1.e;")end on the adherPnce of the United States and the 
other great p01ers, Sanctions, economic ln~ □ ilitary, should be imryosed on 
states refusing to 8.CCP-!)t pee.ceful r.wa.ns of resolving disputes, 

5, Minir.1UI:1 stn.nr.P.rd.s o: -political nora.lit:r shoulc1. be required of all s t ates c?.s 
a condition of recei,r:i..ne econooi~ a.ssistnnce, Equality bPfore thP law for nll 
individuals anc. grortr,s is fundamental nmong such standards, 

6• The habit of international collaboration. c11.ltivated d.uring time of wnr 
sh01..1.ld be strengthened and r.1nintained ct.urinf time of p nee. Internationr·l 
coo9eration will bPst develop out of this hahi t nnd out of the r.1any instru.'!len-
tali ties nf co opPrr,.tio!l set u, to c.eal with r-pecific problens, including shipping, 
utilization of nc)turc 1 resourcP-s, labor stanCards, anc. rehabilitation, Such 
collabore.tion r.;l oulc~ bP broad.enecl at Pvery- ornortuni ty, to embrace further 
subjects Etnc1 sienntor:r stntes. a model is furnished b~, the Lend-Lease agreement!? • 
which provide that thE: finRl settleI!lent shall bP 11 open to pnrticinction by all 
othPr countries of like m:nd, directed to thP Pxpansion, by np,ropriate inter­
national A.nr. llor.rnstic □f'as1.1.res, of nroc~uction, e□ploynent, nnc1 the exchange 
and corn;u□ption of goods, which ctrf' thf' r"H.i.terial foundations of the liberty 
~nd welfare of all pF0ples, 11 

7. Colonial 9eo~Jl s □u"'t be helpP<l to tr.ke their :;,lnce P.s ;Jfl.rtnf'rs in the 
comnonwealth of notions, 

8, nationalism hns be P.n o forr.1 of e:~ression for individunls nnd t,:;r0ups th[lt 
hP.s fosterPd c1enocrptif' narticinntion in c'.irecting thP-ir own clestiny. While 
the abuses of nationplisc cannot be tolernted in an international coa□unity, 
res--:>ect nust be ··)r.,icl t'J the tra.<1itions nml crintributinns of nationr.l erouns, . -

9, The exru:1pl . of the United StRtes as a sucr.ensful de□ocrac:, will be n pow rful 
force in winning thF !)fW,ce, To th<> extent that in n.ctuali ty , e fD.11 sh()rt of 
our )rofess cl irl.Pnls, our ~. ower for {"OOd is W()nkened. H£,nce the bases of a 
Just and lr-sting peece are inc1.ivis1hle; not onl~r thE econor.1ic nnd the political 
br1.ses, but the do□ r-:stic anc'. th£~ intnrnntional. Juf:tice nnd security e.t hooe 
erF. :mt th(- Plt Frnative, but the necessary accoripanir.rnnt of, justice and security 
in the world nt 1 rge, 
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I 1trrrw·i,'i.:J :" ft~ ·:1 1" ... ,,E ).f; of tb~ ,re:c:· tS!'(· :1:.>.; 

a.1d vhe !)"..~ ;1£\~-=1,L'c·n of i.t hH3 beFl 1;f~'(1, ,i•: 
oi the e h1 cal doctrine of ~1".Jl.-.i ·m 
L:1~ 1li s tc;ric m.1. s sion Qf I sn e: ., 

L- The icenJ. of u,11·· 1·:~~,1 "'1 a.a np:-:i.nt;s 0::c·t.i.·" u a1sm s conceDt, of tl"e 

Fn.LhP.rh,·Jod of Cci rnl t:1P :3.roG!1er1'cc;c1 J:r . 1?n./
1 

A.l, r~ati0nrl [:.r.d cuJ.tJ.Jec l 

divis_o;1s ru:10 g 1:-::rJ 1r,1te hi~to:r:Lrl ·D.:..~cu.Ly nnd serve thr p.1rposes of tic. A.::.. 
I 

rr.i1;htyo :a~1t thf ·.,: ·.f:1r.x,v ST;ir:t.tuf!.l vrl1c.ir,-;r fl1)'rl9 vains to man as such lP. Li-; 
t \ . J, 

c;:1a~~-t~r OS n c-L.1·1.c: r,£ Goa ancl to thr hu.:.1a.n f:m7l~r ns C. ·vl10]d,:, W-11ri: "Li w ·t ~;nc,,.:--• 

i !11~ t}, t= r- e. ,. r,a i " • • • • • _ t 1 Cl er.9~·;r c 1 ~ of 

'Jue E1.1 1·r.1 l f'S be Ii. 11)011 t -:h ir hnrn')nious e;r1 ,~xi.~ ence, thf 1)f':L•.- ::.~1LlJ. ac1~u~t.jnrn~ of 
' • 

th, ir di:f :i. t nces rn t Pil' colL11 orntlon J!l • ·tabliLh\rw God ~ !(1nr;:~o·.1 0 ... R:rth, 

to !)Prform !. n tr.e c: .:_,. r..H e.~onomy , :::i [ :-e. 

v.1r::.:nu-l;r endowec 1wci~l P:!.t·~s ct~Kl ay;l:i :.:,_, ~ rr.rl ')t rs erf 

favorrcl by spP-r 1_ O?')p0_"l 1.m1ti.e 0 Sor,P er,., c,l1tu:r",lJ. 

aoxur_ced., Su nc vc:.1i~gf? ~, ri::v- r enjo·Jc°d 0111? i :)Of e r .:ld.} t • nal responzi-

~he 11o;jsesso::., · ,iHl 11;,k,; i1cr -=-r:-n1u:lv rn·ln•,orv a ore t:ensitive 
... _.,, t ,_ 

co• C":.cn fo tht~ :~i£:htP; of ,. P had:ward ,~t c:10 u _p•-:ri·.,., 1•.,,, d-: Jud.;1itin 

r ,cn ~·•-rizes no ~.11i1P.rent 1wtional or~- a ·11)t' i,1or:it~·,r... L j~cil= c.:0·1!2:st n1.,1~, r ·.,_ 

pu.,ia':ed thP eY1)°L0itntin11 of fl;ll rn1cl: fict'LL.tous r,rLt -~t~ t.o r10,11i-hltt r
1 !1C. to 

8:C)loj t oth ,->r ~)80:-_Jlt , 0 • ',cnll/2 bo.cl:1;1~•TG. ~o:-.i l f' 1 .Ft not be tr [' , ec. 

~ubj1:ict }JP.O})les , .~ d r - .. decl ~,s )TO_pPr s~o •1. fer c c-!111 l r i ct. u eri.al .tcrffit.,o 

R'1-ther nre trie to elp(~(l b:, ri,,proprJ: P intPrr, t • 0;1'.ll , ~1·tio 

r':l)i1.ly eir irrle· n(ence cc. 'iih ir f'or1,·J . ~ 

J ~ ... ,...r,i~~..Q... Z st 1f tttti.fic1 It belic.V€3 i :':EPistint" 

evil r1 c1 : ·,.-; r1'CO 11izi:;s :· :n· c1ri l'<'t5oilr t0 r~c-o.-t. tc ,l'L;: w1·1 •: r: r:.
1
··:_t 

cnn n()t cit,:11 rwise be e11..~orl"'( 1 e nurt rt , 11 tin~-$ be:: (;1)1i::·.rontt:1d '/lt_1 a 

countL:::-vr1,:.~:11g force; r.10· 1 _'.Jy rotivnt ,d ii}- j"l:,f th•·1"t i.s no , 6ency rhicl1 t-Da 

ffr.cti,rnl? C'htck [',!;. •. , :·esr-o r nuti , i. ; s tl l r1::l1t 8.:':l'. t:1c) ~- ~-r-1 ol>ii_ ['t~0'1 

of t::1 11.1H102i ,'!' . .1.0~• r- , curi t? i~ t ' .. P-r1tenP vherc-• t:1.- oa~iC -.,2.J i..~r of 

ci~ ilizatio. r-.rf , -~,:in.age-.ced, o' all urtion~, t, the utnost r; c. to 

~m)lo;r r,j_l~ t,1r , force t0 ,' t tht> bn thf 

an ut,ter~v ·ci.., ,7 ~ 

c~~,.,.,. !;,; .. ~--,:-~~~.l:..J~~~"'ffl!M~~n~·~~~~~~~~~~;_: _ l . , cf' .:1.. _ aver1ue s he.v r a -. 

Judai sn ct.of' s not U.T)O:1 ,,rn.r ~s an ult in: t f one-. inFxtr1cable 

in thP life of luru.:.nit/ ; nor coes it regnrd ' it n..s 8 ni-·CPS ... f1r., el -:;1ent ir th 

physicel or S:"iri turl 1--rorrtf'S of 11r.nkind.ca. Man's naturrl ror.1.ativen , s r.iu ·t 

be subli::iat .d to nob:_()1 nnr. lt>sr • rinitiYe ~r~r,s of ::: tru •f.rlP. nnc~ can be r,iv n 

full scope in socinll:, constru' ti Vt· ,,•nd challP-H{:'irl{" l ntt'r}1ris2so <!r!., iz st 

-
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i□pLrflcti~ns which 
, lwt?S PS D s1.n: .ons 

(i) Julai sr.. • c oncei v~ct or' th, nece c, i t:r of or t;r· ,1i zin. for '" ace e C. of cr c,,ti: {' ll 

"'.:) · rnanent iiltt;rY1.,.t~ n~l socitt:, whos • nN:bPrs ,,ill c ·)vP.rf!llt t'1rn:: .2 l' s to ob- ri ~ 

r:erve t l e r:,orc 1 l;n,, o,J:' God. fr.:. t5.1)1 s CP. fin,· r, ju!:!t rn ' . c1 · . ..rn .. 1l • >E-,tce nr.ly ij \. J-..,-,,., 
[ i f- b =- ;; fl( rv, t~.f-ir S )Pl'at t llntil')J c.l intFrf~$tf, rith t i,.,. J.e r l' T' i" t-Tf'S S 0f tb : 

cor -~JOI'! ti? 11.:t·e r, f' 1::m,anitr . (' [•· "11.Z , e 1 (). •iti r, nc1l sovereignty w.hich 

is nat r·1borcli!:.~t P t0 t:1r> Lither r.rnral lriw of Lhr 
I 

lJr, nr ticn is n' f) ·e this 

ln ,1. 1;C'1 nrti_on is r lr.w unto itst-:.f , n,•fr:' n · tion ic nor . 11.r res·; 0. si· 1 ~ DnL. 

F,ccrnintab\t_ to Gc1c~. \·fl--_) i • tht son ·c • ~anctinn of £:11 li fE· , i 1i vie UAl 

collc:.ctivw ·.f 

OI : ' . ..,_n . 

fr~1.: within tl~. c r1 i sci '1linf s ' . 
fr-3t-don within lr" 1.i:: tht rt; Pss 1.rn'1ce -o 

Ju·l0isr.i 11r· s fir · t N10'11_~ t~.c- t~rf•·. • .,. . 

to le freP t hi= ;,r r:met 
~)rr.r.tice , nnr~ only in .. uch 

")f uni· C!'Pr 1 c1 i c- arr nt \/hl 
t E: b J. i ~:1n E Jl t n: rf'1 _. 
i::.t ,) 9lowsr·rrrs ·!lv ···•· E•n t 1-

')f the. ·.rDrlcl t0 !Jroclair.i the i c. f rl 
s :i ,ir tural c ,)ns q_u,-ncP u1 r. th ts-

1:~r tiC'n.s will rer.t t!'lE--ir ewurd.s ~v 
sworr s wiJ.l. r .. ? 2.cnf~er xi st • ~ 

• - ---nin-1-i---f+- ' \ p , , Q (' , Ct • 

P r r.cr> C?n cr,.w ;nl:, 1·itl: r. cnr .. ciliation. Juc1 airr.i is <;OnCf. r!l cl wit;l tbr: l~- stri1~­

ti 1),l r) f • ,·il rr..tl:H r the ,? ')f th t vil-cl. ' .. ~A.~~u.,..~l-11111"111 ...... '" .... ~~~,s~i.· • .--.-wi 
1 • 0 ~ _,.n.-:i 

rl+)r1Y.t.►.of ~he ·p'-W1oP ~ rla 
l t a r~L rs w1-i ~; F'l'F rrs·J0l1sibl 
\•1orlci rmr t be :,,1ni sh~ d . 

GovPTil! if nt P ,u cl tl • i ::r;' 

suff r"' rtnr- flu·~ 11 ; strur ti i:ni. u-:x-n t, : 

is nrithrr Tt;.v :.P.E: U'). r , tr>li - ~.1.Q!."_ 

'... 1 t ;-, r.:c~.1i si tt c 0ndi t i. r.n 0 :..nt , rn, ti ·~nrl 11'.).l. n.J i t:r. Ji'~~~~--+ii+.-...l.,,ip .... ~~i,,-~~rc 

cQ.P-±;:rJti:on r;H~. 1~tiQ.U_. :.:ut '1:t rh .t:r r:.ble !)Pn.ce ;.1, t, i JJ. !~e Hr .. -ilj~siE , 

bt 0 ['.. E- 1: f .. U 1 )orr;rol')c 11'5.ll t.i.•~~i!'llitil ... ~r~-eo,m~.,.,i,,~+-_,- , n.~ ,.: ) 1Il t.l. :3 volunt r, r:.r ~ 
[lf:S')Ciati '). '), n, ti ons u.G ~ q_ .wlJ ,;_ tl·, in ,, \•/ I') r ·~ t .. ~ r• ;nrdl 1- s s of tl a ~ , . 
-=1;;st rio ·r l C'\,:fPDSf'S 0: ,.rhir-l PO TV. ti. on ie ~atj / .,1. lrir.. l c r Ro vt..Jrll,,cf-
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December 28, 1942 

Rabbi J ea a. Heller, 
Central Conterence ot 
Isaac . 1 e C nter 
Cincin ti, Ohio 

dear Ra. lb1 H•llera 

President 
eric Rabbis 

In con etion th the conve~ -tion 
t.iah .. e had in Cine tnn t1, I m encloain herewith 

copi ot e cor eapondenoe which aaed between 
Sol Freeho£ d m• re rding the ayapoaia on 
Zionism nich a contem l ted. 

1th all god w·ah , Ir in 

Ve • since ly yo rs, 



ab · Lou s J . Cashd n , 7 0 1 . , 

<!Congregation ,S'nai Je~burun 

De em er 9( ,., , 194' . 

ear • .) i lver , 

The enc os is a co!)v ~ r1 letter •h; c 
sent to . ab ·_ Is. erman. ho11e th~t poin ,_ (; is a c0rr8ct 
assum~tion on rn.,r p, rt . I o ih ::,reatly a nre iate no 1 · n 
ho~ you feel about the elet · on of thP nara ranh he in1i~~: .. ~ 

'Ju a1sm ~)elieves in the resistance of ev'll .... 11 anrl ·rhether 
y ou elieve a~ th1ng can e one to r etain t1is ectinn at this 
late date . 

ie, -'-ear. 
:th rinrl greetin s nrl he~t for th 

ere] , 

-C~. 
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December 30, 1942 0 
Babbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Bd. 
Cleyeland, Ohio 

Dee.r Abbal 

I want to thank you for the fine paper which 
you prepared for the Institute on Judaism and 
a Just and Enduring Peace. I am grateful to 
you for having come, for having helped make 
this Institute significant. I believe that 
the statement, as finally edited, will reflect 
the teachings of Judaism and compare tavors.bl7 
with parallel statements prepared b7 other 
religioue bodies. 

I am grateful to you for the time, the effort, 
and the expense you incurred in helping with 
this fine work. 

Sincerely .,7ours, 

I 

''And the worfl of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." Iaaiah 3:i-17 
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December 50, 1 42 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
East 105th St at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

L.-.WRENCE w. SCHWARTZ, White Pl ins, . Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Daltimore, Md. 
SIDNEY s . TEDESCHE, Drooklyn, N. Y. 
Louis WOLSEY, Philadelphia, Pa. 

I have read carefully through your correspondence with 
Freeh of, which you were kind enough to send me. I under­
stand your point of view, and perhaps there is some merit 
to it. I am afraid, howPver, that ,hether we plan to 
meet it or not, the members of the Conference will insist 
upon a discussion, and will probably initiate some action 
themselves. You are unquestionably right that our friends 
haven't the sportsmanship to he in the minority in the 
Conference,as the Zionists were for so long. Possibly 
we shall be unable to do anything to stop this controversy. 
Possibly we shall not be able to prevent so.ie of thesP men 
from resigning from the Conference. I cannot believe that 
many would take this latter action, even i the Conference 
expressed its disapproval of what they have done. 

At any rate, we shall have to go ahead and do the best we 
can ith this nausea~ing situation. 

Friendliest greetings. 

Yours sincerely, 
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POSITION ON PALESTINE 
In the light of current discussion, I 

desire to print the following extract from 
my paper before the Atlantic City con­
ference last June. It represents my posi­
tion. 

We are not against Palestine. We shall 
not permit ourselves to be jockyed into 
opposition to Palestine reconstruction. 
Our position on Palestine has been mis­
represented and distorted. We have an 
affirmative and positive viewpoint which 
we herewith present. 

Jewish ties with Palestine and the pres­
ence there of thousands of Jews will 
render easier the task of Jewish settle­
ment in that land. Nevertheless, if the 
principles of the Atlantic Charter are not 
only accepted but are translated into actual 
practice, the governments of the countries 
concerned will bring to an end all arbit­
rary restrictions and there is thus good 
reason to expect that the majority of the 
population, Jew and non-Jew alike, will 
be absorbed into the life of each country 
concerned and play their part in its prog­
ress and development. 

There will be Jews in Central and 
Eastern Europe and in other countries 
for whom a permanent home may have to 
be found. Palestine is an obvious home 
for many of these. We recognize with 
pride and admiration the great pioneer 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
Frldny Evening, Jnnunry l111t, 

At Ch30 

Saturday Morning, January 2ntl 
At 10:30 

- Bar MJtzvab -
G. lUucy DuBoh, 

■on of 
Mr. and Mu. BenJan1ln V. DuBol8 

RABBI LAZARON 
will 11penk 

EVENT OF THFJ WEEI< 
SISTERHOOD STUDY COURSE - I 

Tl1ursda7, January 7th, at 12 :30 
Meyer Au(lltorlum 

work which has been done in that country 
and which makes further settlement on a 
substantial scale possible. We agree that, 
if a large scale emigration is necessary 
immediately after the war, Palestine would 
be able to receive considerable numbers. 
There the administrative machinery for 
receiving immigrants already exists, and 
for many Jews the spiritual attraction 
will undoubtedly play a large part in 
making settlement more successful than 
it would be in other countries. 



. For such settlement to be possible, it 
1s not necessary to urge the creation of a 
Jewish State. To found a State based on 
race or creed is fundamentally wrong and 
indeed is the antithesis of one of the 
principles for which this war is being 
fought. We cannot imagine any basis for 
a Jewish State which is not wholly incon­
sistent with the principles of the Atlantic 
Charter. Apart from our fundamental 
objection on principle to this proposal, it 
clearly raises many practical obstacles. 
It must accentuate the difficulties in the 
way of arriving at friendship and co­
operation with the Arabs, without which 
nothing can be achieved. The goals are 
homes for Jews and a religio-cultural 
center in Palestine. Why mortgage the 
future? Build the land and people it. All 
other things can take care of themselves. 

The British Government should be 
a~ked to take such steps as will make pos­
sible the fullest immigration into Pales­
tine on satisfactory terms. It is obvious 
that_ such a policy can only be successfully 
carried through if the British Government 
makes the necessary arrangements with the 
Arabs. The British Government should 
be asked to ensure that necessary changes 
be made in the constitution and admin­
istration of Palestine, and that wide 
powers, financial and others, are given to 
l~al authorities, to enable them to pro­
vide whole-heartedly for the carrying out 
of the policy of facilitating Jewish im­
migration into Palestine and the highest 
development of which the country is 
capable. Nor is it necessary at this stage to 
set out in detail what changes or powers 
may be required. 

The difference, therefore, between our 
policy for Palestine and that of the Zion­
ists is the difference between a policy 
fundamentally economic and cultural and 
~ne fundamentally political. At the same 
time ~e ~ee ~he nee~ of such a political 
orgamz~tton .11_1 Palestine as will guarantee 
to _a!l 1ts ottzens the fullest religious, 
political, cultural and economic freedom. 
Such a regime should also meet the views 
of those Jews who feel that they could 
create in Palestine a spiritual center. 

Morris S. Lazaron 

NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

CONGREGATION 
In order to comply with the provisions 

of our Constitution, notice is hereby given 
that the Annual Meeting of the Congre­
gation will take place the second Monday 
in January, the 11th, at 8:15 o'clock at 
the Synagogue House. The only business 
scheduled on the agenda for the meet­
ing at that time is to postpone the Annual 
Meeting until Sunday evening, January 
31st, 1943. 

RESERVE BUNDA Y EVENING 
JANUARY 31st 

for the 
CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL 

MEETING 

CHANGE IN CHIILDREN'S 
SERVICE 

Because of the difficulties of trans­
portation, we have decided, as an experi­
ment, to change the time of the Chil­
dren's Service from Saturday morning to 
Friday evening. The next Children's Serv­
ice will be held January 8th, in connection 
with the regular Friday evening serf/ice, 
beginning at 5 :30. Let us make this 
family night - father and mother and 
children meeting at the Synagogue, shar­
ing the service together before going 
home for the Sabbath meal. Fuller an­
nouncement will be found in the next 
number of the Bulletin. 

THE SISTERHOOD 
Tuesday, January 19th is the date of our 

Donor Luncheon. The speaker, Louis 
Fischer, needs no introduction to .Ameri­
can audiences and we deem it a real priv­
ilege to have Mr. Fischer as our speaker 
at this time. He has recently returned 
from India, where he spent one week as 
the guest of Ghandi. India is not only a 
colorful subject but one of vital import­
ance in the world picture today. We hope 
for a large attendance on this occasion 



and we ask for your cooperation and sup­
port. It is true that we are living in diffi­
cult and trying days, but people are spend­
ing money on less important things than 
the Sisterhood. We know we give our 
members more in entertainment and pro­
gram than your annual dues can possibly 
cover. We know that the Sisterhood 
voted unanimously to have a Donor 
Luncheon again as the only money-raising 
project. What we don't know is why 
more of our members have not responded 
and sent in their contributions. Consider 
what you receive during a season. Is it 
worthwhile? Are the meetings interesting 
and stimulating? Aren't the six meetings, 
plus the Study Course, worth more than 
$2.50? Can we continue to maintain our 
high standards? Certainly not if the 
Sisterhood does not support the Donor 
Luncheon. If you have not already done 
so, please send your $6.00 ( or more) im­
mediately to Mrs. Jerome L. Fox, 3307 
Bancroft Road. 

The first meeting of our Study Course 
on Comparative Religions will be held on 
Thursday, January 7th, at 12: 30 in the 
Meyer Auditorium. You are asked to 
bring a sandwich, which we will supple­
ment with coffee and cake. After lunch­
eon, Mrs. 0. P. Joseph will read a paper 
on current topics. Rabbi Lazaron will be 
our first speaker. Hostesses for the day 
will be Mesdames Leon Mesirow, Mattie 
Klein, Fred Kastne~ and Milton Waldorf. 

Helen M. Dalsheimer 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S DISCUSSION 
GROUP 

next meeting on Sunday, 
January 10th 

- speaker -

RABBI LAZARON 

MUSIC OF THE SYNAGOGUE 
The first Friday evening service of 1943 

will be prefaced by a "Prelude in G" by 
Hollins. 

• 'He is blessed that cometh in the name 
of the Lord most high. Hosannah." 
With this short text as a medium, Gounod 
has written one of the outstanding gems 
of musical literature. It is composed for 
a quartet of solo voices, chorus and organ 
and will be sung during the service. 

Extracts from Psalms 33, 35 and 37 
form the text of Saturday morning's 
anthem: "My soul shall be joyful in the 
Lord: it shall rejoice in His salvation. 
From the place of His habitation He look­
eth upon His people of the earth. Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright, 
for his end is peace. But the salvation of 
the righteous is in the Lord: He i their 
strength in the time of trouble." The 
composer of the music is Gottfried Fed­
ulein, organist at Temple Emanu-el of 
New York. It was written for alto solo 
and chorus. A portion of Mendelssohn's 
first sonata will precede the service, be­
ginning at 10:25. (Allegro moderato e 
serio.) A.M. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
All classes will be resumed next Sunday 

morning, January 3rd, at 9:55. 
Banner a.wards for December will be 

made next Sunday morning to the follow­
ing classes: 

For attendance-Grade 1, Mrs. Bass, 
teacher. 

For punctuality-Grades 1 and 3, Mrs. 
Bass and Miss Kornblatt, teachers. 

For attendance at children's service­
Grade 4, Mrs. Gordon, teacher. 

We are happy to announce that Martin 
Salan and Carolyn W alblick were re­
cipients of defense stamps awarded for 
questions sent in to the Quiz Contest held 
at the annual Hanukah Entertainment at 
the Lyric under the auspices of the Board 
of Jewish Education. 

FROM ONE OF OUR 
SERVICEMEN 

The following letter was received by 
Mrs. Hene from one of the boys who was 
a member of a dub at the Synagogue 



House. We print it not only because it 
reflects so fine a spirit in the young man 
but because it will give the Congregation 
an insight into the rare ministry of Mrs. 
Hene' s work with the young people. 
"My dear Mrs. Hene: 

• 'Thinking of you is such an easy thing 
to do and I venture to say that hundreds 
of young hearts all over the world of ten 
turn to thoughts of you and the things 
for which you stand . . . Strange, but 
writing you is so much like writing my 
mother and God has made no love more 
strong or more tender than the love I have 
for my mother. 

"Mrs. Hene, I am a dreamer as you 
already know. Remember the 'Congress 
of Clubs'? Remember the column 'Inci­
dentally' in The Scroll? Remember the 
'Cake Cutting' amid the quiet gleam of 
candle light that took place at that certain 
Renaissance anniversary affair? I will 
never forget those things. 

··In moments of loneliness that come 
so often to the men separated from their 
loved ones, I treasure the memory of my 
youth ... With that memory you, my 
dear friend, and your Synagogue House 
are one arid inseparable . . . It is with 
reverence that you come to our minds. 
Your teachings and inspiration are far 
more impressive and far reaching than 
you have ever dreamed. Your boys and 
girls miss you just as dearly as you miss 
them. Please never doubt that . . . " 

OFFERINGS 
At the services last Sabbath, prayers 

were offered in memory of: 
Jacob Brafman, by the Congregation 
Jacob Greenbaum, by his children, Isaac 

Greenbaum, Mrs. John Yesair and Mrs. 
William T. Thornton, and the Con­
gregation 

Laura Frank Greif, by her daughters and 
the Congregation 

Nathan Gutman, by his children and the 
Congregation 

Jacob Haas, by Mrs. Jacob Haas and chil­
dren 

Meyer C. Katzenberg, by his children 
Lena Katzenstein, by her sons 

Helaine Lion, by her husband, children 
and grandchildren 

Helene S. Lowenstein, by her daughter, 
Elizabeth C. Lane 

Simon Marx, by the Congregation 
Amelia Moses, by her niece, Miss Celia 

Goldsmith, and Mrs. Moses Rothschild 
Jacob Moses, by Mrs. Jacob Moses and 

family 
Paul Pincus, by the Congregation 
Solomon A. Rice, by his sister and 

brothers 
Jesse Rosenfeld, by his widow and Louis 

and Alice Rosenfeld 
Leon Rosenstein, by Mrs. Leon Rosenstein 
Solomon Rosenstein, by Mrs. Blanche and 

Mr. Louis Rosenstein and the Congre­
gation 

Jacob Schoeneman, by his children and 
the Congregation 

Rose Straus, by Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell 
Suls 

A prayer was offered by Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis Goldstein ~or the recovery of Arnold 
Schein. 

An anonymous offering of thanks­
giving was made. 

IN MEMORIAM 
ROSE STRAUS 

tilltt •unagogu, llnlltttn 
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abbi J'erdinand !'. laaerman 
f5017 ehinglon .lyenue 
St. Lou.la, 1• owl 

,y dear 1erda 

!hank 7ou tor your le,ter ot Dec ber 30th. I enjo,-e4 
rq T1a1t to Oincinn 11 and•• glad to have been able 
to make eoma contrlbulion lo \he lna\ilu\e and to lhe 
1\ , en\ which w • t1na117 drawn. I 10r17 ,hat the 

tlon wh1oh •• \a.ken 1D the morni on \he sibJeot ot 
Jw!a.1 '• altitude \o war 11 • reao1n4ecl 1n \he atlernoon 
when I waa no loQpr pre1ent, and I aure llaDY' olh ra 
llkew1H. I haTe r oe1ve4 few letter■ trom thoae who 
attended the 1n1tllute elrirea1lng regre,, and 1rt ao e 
in• c•• 1harp cr1tlc1•• \ th final aollon whlch 
n1 taken. I peraona.111' tell when I lett \he •••11n 
to catch a train, that aome a.ttempt would be made to 
rner1e the dec1a1on, part1cul i 11nce 70u younelt 
were 10 determined to 1ee \hAt Juda1.a '• h1ator1c att1\ude 
toward w should not be included, l •' few pacltlat1 
be emb ra1aed and the Chr1al1an CentUJ7 mil; t not a prove ••.. 

I encloal ell t fro the ew York Tim•• which 
■t&le1 th Boman Catholic po11 t1on on war. fbe too h Te 
aome con101ent1oua obJeotor1 and what 1a more they 4o haTe 
an 1ator1c p 01111\ po1tt1on in their rel1g1oua tra4.tt1on. 
evertheleaa tho7 did declare \bat •at time, 1t le the 

po11t1Te duty of a nation to wage war in the defenae ot 
life d r1«ht•. 

1th all good wilh••• I remain, 

Yery cordlall7 your■, 

AHS1DB 



Rabbi Frederic . Do.>pelt, 
Tm le 1ohd~th Veaholoa, 
500 Weat ayne St., 
r rt yne, Indiana. 

Der Freda 

January 5 1945. 

Tl • you. ao mu.ch ror yov.r letter for th naloeed 
copy of letter hioh you sent to Rabbi Ias run. You 
11&7 b inter ted in a letter hioh I ·rote to Rabbi I er n 
yeaterd y d I u enclosing a co~ of it hr 1th. 

I w very ha py to see you 1n Cinci sorry 
that w did not have the oppor to-...... -~ a little ore 
tille to et.-:.ier. With 1Lll 1ood wish s, I remain 

ost cordially yours, 

AHSa 



Rabbi Louie J. C bdan, 
674 Polk Blvd., 
Congre at1 n B1n&i J •h~ 
Dee oinee, Iowa. 

Dear Rabbi Caabduu 

January 6, 1943. 

Thank you ao ucb for your letter tor the 
enclosed copy of a letter hiah yO\l nt to 
Rabbi Ieeerman. You u.y- be intereeted in 
lett r hloh I ote to Rabbi Isaerman y terd y 
and I am clo in copy or it h re 1th. 

I• a nry happy to •• you in Cincinnati and I 
aa orry tbat wa 'did not have the op ortunity to 

pend a 11 t tle ■ore ti.a to th • th all ood 
wiahea, I rUl&in 

AHSabw 
Enol. 

o t cordi lly 7ours, 
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BARNETT R. BRICKNER 

MAX C. CURRICK 

MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 

LEON FRAM 

ADOLPH FINK 

ERIC FRIEDLAND 

EPHRAIM FRISCH 

S~UEL H. GOLDENSON 

ALBERT GOLDSTEIN 

SJDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 

AOBERT I. KAHN 

ARTHUR J, Ll!:LYVELD 

LEE J. LEVINGER 

EUGENE J . SACK 

SAMUEL TEITELBAUM 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OP' THE CHAIRMAN 

5017 WASHINGTON AVE. 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

January 6, 1945 

R.abpi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th Street at Ansel ;tel., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N . BAZELL, Louisville, Ky. 
PHILIP D . BOOKSTABER, Harri burg, Pa. 
BARN ETT R. BRICKN ER, Cleveland, Ohio 
FERDINAND M . ISSERMAN , St. Louis, Mo. 
EMIL W . LEIPZIGCR, New Orleans, La. 
HARRY s . MARGOLIS, St. Paul, Minn. 
JULIU S MARK, l\a. hville, T nn. 
AHRON OPHER, New York City 
LAWRENCE w. SCHWARTZ, White Plains, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Baltimore, Md. 

SIDNEY s . TEDESCHE , Brooklyn, N. Y. 
LOUIS WOLSEY , Philadelphia, Pa. 

I enclose herein a copy of the Conference 
on nThis War and the Peace Tradition of Judaism," 
in which the ~onference voiced its approval of the 
present war. 

I personally was in complete accord with 
Article 3. I did, however, question the wisdom of 
including it in this particulRr statement. I regret 
that you were not present when the matter was reopened. 

The Institute was exceedingly worthwhile, and 
I greatly appreciate your contribution to it. You will 
be interested in seeing a copy of a letter I received 
from James Marshall regarding it. 

M:JF 

With all good wishes, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

''And the worft of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." Isaiah 32-17 



,I 

JAMES G . HELLER, I'resirlcnt 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

SOLOMON B. FRP.:EHOF, Vi<'e-T'resident 
I'it.t.11burgh, l'a. 

LOUIS BINSTOCK, Treasurer 
Chicago, Ill. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, R cordinir Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

WISE CENTER 

SOLOMON N. BAZELL. Louisville, Ky. 
PHILIP 0 . BOOKSTABER, Ifarrisburit, Pa. 
BARNETT R . l!!IRICKNER, Cl veland, Ohio 
FERDINAND M . ISSERMAN. St. Louis, Mo. 
EMIL w. LEIPZIGER, New Orleans. La. 
HARRY S . MARGOLIS, St. T'aul, Minn. 
JULIUS MARK, Na,.hville, Tenn. 
AHRON OPHER, New York City 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Corresponding Secretary 
Reading, Pa. READING ROAD AND NORTH CRESCENT 

LAWRENCE w. SCHWA RTZ, White Plains, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Baltimore, MJ . 
SIDNEY s . TEOESCHE , l l rook lyn, N. Y. 
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JAMll:8 G. HELLER, Pre idcnt 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, Vice-President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

LOUl8 BIN8TOCK, Treasurer 
Chicago, Ill. 

IBAAC E. MARCUSON, Recording Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER , Correspondintt Secretll ry 
Rending, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

COMMITTEE ON SYNAGOG AND THE COMMUNITY 

SAMUEL WOHL, CHAIRMAN 

ISAAC M , WISE TEMPLE 

READING RD . 8c N . CRESCENT AVE. 

CINCINNATI. OHIO 

June 17, 1943 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
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BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Cleveland, Ohio 
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WILLIAM G. BRAUDE 
TIEMPLI! BIETH EL 

PROVIDENCI! 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 105th St . and Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland , Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 29, 1943 

RABBI 'S STUDY 
I 80 BROWN ST. 

I ho.ve a fen suggestions on Conference program 
which I hope you vi:i.11 consider: 

1) In view of the chanBeS in ayer Books as 
well as the nevr spirit permeating our synagogues , it 
is time that v1e have a presentation in attractive form 
of nevr and important musical compositions . or our lit­
urgy. One or two students of Je·wish music should be 
invited to present papers ond they should be asked to 
illustrate their work with the aj d of one or two good 
cnntors specially invited for this purpose . 

2) Every session of the COAR should hnve at lenst 
a few hours devoted to study. This should not be an 
afterthought but a carefully planned item in the pro-
gram. One of our best men should lead it . Perhaps the 
ltidrash of tne week will provide a good subject . The 
men might be notified that this will be done nnd :i.nvited 
to bring their own texts. To give this sufficient weight , 
I suggest that you be the first to conduct this Shiur. 

3 ) Do you think tre refugee Rabbis have men among 
them who could present a helpful pape!J~_J@ Swarzensky such 
n man? An invitation to one of them ~ help integrate 
the entire group in our ranks. 

4 ) I agree with you that the program on Educat i.on need 
not be an annual event . r,lhen it is presented , it should con­
cern itself with a subject or subjects ;;1hich present diffi -
cult problems to the men. The quest:tons should then be phrased 
in a challenging fashion . 



i 

-

. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE 

TEMPLE 111:TH EL 
PROVIDENCE 

~bbi A ba Hillel Silver 

RABBI 'S STUDY 
160 BROWN ST 

5 ) The Social Justice und Peace Repo t is becomin 
as voltU1 • nous as tr.ie Krovetz le rim. n something be 
done to limit its scope and i crease its effectiveness? 

Tith l:ind regards , I 

Co cli lly , 



THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA 

NORTHEAST CORNER, BROADWAY ANO 122ND STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

OP"FICE OF THE PRESIDENT June , 1943 

Dear LJoctor 'lver : 

I :ant to con ·ra tula te y u 

most cordially nn your ele tio. of Vice r sident 

of t1e ventr 1 Conr'er·ence of Arierican {abbis . rl'he 

Conference l 

t.t .:.s 01' f ice a 

honored itself 1n electing you to 

it au u_ s well for t e futur of 

t 1e Conference, and indeed fo r li ,.iou ud ism 

in tL-s country t;enerally tl t yon should be 'villir 

t br n yo 1·r ,.reat talent to t s o rv i c e f' tl j s 

)Od~ • 

Doctor bba 
'.Che rr em ) le 
bast 105th 
Clevel nd 

bnh 

• 'ith 

illel ~ilver 

St . at ns el noad 
Ohio 

I ( 
d wi~ 1 am, 

n/, ~ 
Louis 1' inke ein 



HAR SINAI CONGREGATION 

FOUNDED 1842 AT BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

Dr . . abba Hillel ...:,ilver 
105th t . and - nsel ~ d. 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Doctor: 

DR, ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, RABBI 

• 
SYNAGOGUE : fl OLTON AND WILSON STS. 

OFFICES! HAR SINAI CENTER 

6300 P ARK H EIGHTS AVENUE 

June 29, 1g43 

I hasten to write to you to offer you a~ain my warmest 
~ood v•i3hes on the occasion of your election as Vice-Fresi ­
rlent o the Central onference o~ ~merican RR ri . I kno 
that you vrill continue to serve ct] oriou~ly anrl that your 
service· ill add t o te stren th tiDd to t he honor of the 

Confer nee . 

You raay be assured tat rot as a mem er oft e execu­
tive honr11 nr1. as a friend I will do everyt in , in my mJer 

to o~1 ~·ith you . 

• ;arrr.est r,ersonal reet in°s . 

Faith ully yours , 

nhraham bhu~terman 

• 



July 1, 19 S 

Dr. Ahr ham Shusterman 
Hr Sinai Center 
6300 Ptirk Hei hts Aven1.19 
Baltimore, Ud. 

Thank .rou ao much for your ind note nd for 
our con'·r tul.utiona. I enJoyed eein you · t the 

Con erence. It aa a good m etin nd it s fine 
to ren cont eta 1th oolle uee and friend• whoa one sea lto ether too W~uently. 

I trust t t you 1 l ve 
s er nd that 'en e n t 1 et 
ot the Conference, there will be 
bout the .ro ress or the war. 

v r · le aa.nt 
t t1e Ex outi"N 

ood nee to record 

Most aordially your , 
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Dr. Louis Fin elstein 
The J T lo 
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weain· -:y .or i e1~10 
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o,-,-,ce: o,- TMr: 

RAl!91!91 

JOSEPH L . F"IN K. PH . D. 

TEMPLE BETH ZION 
DELAWARE AVENUE 

BU f" f"ALO, N.Y. 

} , ( 1yJ 



July 7, 1942 

Rabbi Emil . Leipziger 
Touro yn ogue 
Je Orlesn, La . 

y dear Rabbi Lei9ziger1 

I received the enclosed letter from 
bbi Jonah '· i ne t day. I have t ice tried to get 

Rabbi 1ise to nrran e for meeting ith the 
chairman ot the Executive of th -ti nal Refugee 
Servic ,v· th no succeee. I would ugge t that 
you take th matter up directly in an official 
communication from the Contrtl.l Conference. 

AHStBK 
Enc. 

•1th all go ·:is es, I remain 

Very cordially your, 



~r Ust sent ihl s to Jonah Wise . "Chanced to l isten to [olsey l a st 

ni6ht on 1 e ssage of I srael sermon. .lt viol· ted eve r:r nanon of 

fair 1-;SS , no. vas aga inst procedure yo, . 1 ve insisted u on v1ith 

C[ ut. ... i shns , ,ith otner s , s 1 VO ,.4 ice of cont ) , 

subjests . Ask that you {jive other s i tl. G '1P.11rlnc over tl:te air . 

If He ssage o:f' Is l • n0 r ~~tfor 1 of one roup of 

wl' ich you ere a meP1ber I and m& ny others ·1ill fight it . " 

Plea ·e ;,;i r hL. ir sc e "ii e in . _ et;&rds, 

Jamws G Heller 



OFFICE OF THE RABBI 
KINGSHIGHWAY AND WASHINGTON 

SAINT LOUIS 

Dear Colleague : 

IDrmplr 1Jsrarl 
&aint ljnui.e 

FERDINAND M, ISSERMAN. RABBI 

Within three week:-;, (December 21 t-24th) the American Institute 
on Judaism and a J u~t and Enduring Peace is to convene at the Hebrew 
l,~ nion College. 

Preliminary studie for the In. titutc have been prepared by Rabbis 
.:\bba Hillel Silver, ?\Iorri Lazaron, Jacob J. \Vein tein, Sidney Gold­
stein, Maurice Zigmond and by Professor Paul Freund of Harvard now in 
\Vashington. 

J 11\'itations to the I nstitnte were sent to reform, conservative and 
orthodox rabbis and to Jewish laymen. 1 n,·itations to address the Insti­
tute have gone out to two American statesmen. \Vhether they accept i 
uncertain. The American Jewish Committee and American Jewi ·h 
Congres are sending experts. 

The Institute will be divided into six round tables each one of which 
will discuss one of the preliminary studies which will be sent out to those 
who write in advance that they plan to participate. 

The report of e,·ery round table will be pre ·ented for discu ~ion and 
adoption at plenary sessions. Some of the experts in attendance may 
deliver informal acldre . es at meal time if time permit . 

The cost for housing and meals at the Hebrew Union College for four 
<lay: is ten dollars. 

!'lease let me know at once ,vhether you are planning to attend the 
J nstitute so that hou. i11g accommodations may he reserved for you. \Ve 
need your counsel that the lnstitute may produce a document as significant 
as the ones produced hy the English Protestants at Malvern, American 
Protestants at Delaware, and inter-American Catholics at \Va hington. 

Plea ·e make a real effort to come to thi conference, and let me hear 
from you as soon as po sihle. You can help prepare an in piring statement. 

\ ith all good , i.-hcs for your cooperation, 1 remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

Chairman 

Commission on Justice and Peace 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 



PLEASE SEND ME AT ONCE ANY NAMES OF 
MEN OR WOMEN IN THE COMMUNITY 
WHOM YOU THINK SHOULD BE INVITED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE INSTITUTE ON JUDAISM 
AND A JUST AND ENDURING PEACE. 

THANK YOU, 

F. M. ISSERMAN 
5017 WASHINGTON 
SAINT LOUIS 
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The Religious Basie of a Just and Enduring Peace 

The failure of men to recognize the implications of the sovereignty 

of God and the sanctity of human life have resulted in worldwide devasta­

tion and moral disruption. Misreading the findings of the sciences, both 

physical ~nd social, men have given their allegiance to specious doctrines 

and false philosophies. Spiritual and moral values were d 

human life and materialism was made supreme in the affafrs 

to rebuild our broken civilization, the spiritual teachings of religion mus 

become the foundations of the new world order and the dynamic force in a 

just and enduring peace. 

We hold that any attempt to extricate humanity from its present tragic 

conditio?lfmust t9.ke cognizance of the following basic principles which derive 

from Israel'R historic teaching. 

1. International peace is of the very essence of the ethical doctrine of 

Judaism and the propagation of it has been part of the historic mission 

of Israel. The ideal of universal peace springs directly from Judaism's 

concept of the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man. Racial, 

national and cultural divisions among men have historical validity and 

serve the purposes of the Almighty. But the primary spiritual VAlidity 

appertains tom~ as euch in his capacity as a child of God and tot.he 

human family as a whole. While not lgnoring the separate identities · 

and groupings in human society, the emphasis of Judaism has been upon 

their harmonious co-existence, the peaceful adjustment of their differ­

ences and their collaboration in establishing God's kingdom on earth. 
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2. Judaism recognizes no inherent national or racial superiorit and has 

consistently repudiated the exploitation of all such fictitious pretexts 

to dominate and to exploit other peoples. 

3. Judaism believes in resisting evil and it recognizes the duty of men and 

nations to resort to arms when right cannot otaerwise be enforced. War, 

however, should be the last and utterly unavoidable resort. Judaism 

does not look upon war as an ultimate and inextricable fact in the life 
of humanity, nor does it regard it as a necessary element in the 

physical or spiritual progress of mankind. Man's natural combativeness 

must be sublimated to nobler and less primitive areas of struggle and 

can be given full scope in socially constructive and challenging enter­

prises. 

4. Judaiem recognizes no national sovereignty which is not subordinate to 

the higher moral law of God. No nation is above this law. No nation 

is a law unto itself. Every nation is morally responsible and account­

able to God, who is the source and sanction of all life, individual or 

collective. 

5. Judaism has always conceived of the necessity of organizing for peace 

and of creating a permanent international society whose members will 

covenant themselves to observe the moral law or God. Nations can find 

a just and durable peace only as they merge their separate national 

interests with the l~rger interests of the corporate life of humanity. 



s. Judaism was first among the great religions of the world to proclaim 

the ideal of universal disarmament which will come as a natural conse­

quence upon the e~tablishment of~ righteous and effective international 

order. Nations will beat their swords into ploughshares only when 

there will be in operation an international agency sufficiently strong 

and implemented to insure the protection of ~very nation against aggres-

eion. 

7. Judaism maintains that no peaceful organization of society is possible 

unless it is built upon the full political, economic, and social 

rights of men everywhere. Only the work of righteousness can yield 

peace, and only upon justice and truth can peace securely rest. 

8. Judaism believes that peace can come only with reconciliation. It 

is concerned with the destruction of evil rather t'he.n of the evil­

doer. Governments and their leaders who are responsibl for bringing 

war, suffering, and destruction upon the world must b Just 

retribution is neither revenge nor retaliation, but a requisite con­

dition of international morality. But a durable peace must, in the 

last analysis, be based upon mutual good-will and ,miversal reconcilia­

tion, and upon the voluntary association of nations as equale within 

a world-community, regardless of past moral offenses, of •hich no 

nation is entirely blameless. 



-4-

9. The task of building a world peace is most complex and difficult. 

Nonetheless, Judaism believes confidently in the perfectibility of 

man and in the moral progress of mankind. It urges upon us an 

unfaltering f a1 th in the future e.nd in man's cepa.ci ty to achieve a 

just and durable peace once he becomes possessed of the power and 

the might of the spirit of God. Judaism affirms that it is man's 

present duty and ultimate destiny 

"to perfect the world under the sovereignty of the Almighty." 
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Judaism recognizes no inherent national or racial superiorities and 
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ness must be sublimated to nobler and lesa primitive areas of struggle 

and can be given full scope in socially constructive and challenging 

enterprises. 

4. Judaism recognizes no national aover6ignty which is not subordinate to 

the higher moral law or God. Ho nation la above this law. o nation 

is a law unto itself. Every n tion is morally re~ponaibl and account­

able to od, o is the ource and action of all life, individual or 

collective. 

5. l~d ism has always conceived of the necessity of organizing for peace 

and of creating a permanent international society whose members will 

covenant themselves to observe the moral law of God. Nation can find 

a just and durable peace only as they merge their separate national 

intere ts with the larger interests or t e corporate lite or hWIUllity. 



6.' Judaiam was tlrat among the great religion or the world to proclaim 

the ideal or universal disarmament which will come as a natural con-
' 1\ T t 

sequence upon the establishment of 

Nations will beat their swords into plowshares only when the neeeeel,y 

come only with reconciliation. concerned with 

the destruction or evil rather than of the evil-doer. Governments 

and their leaders who are responsible for bringing war, autfering 

. and deatruction upon the world must be puniahed. Just retribution 
, 

is neither revenge nor retaliation, but a requisite condition or 

international morality. But a durable peace must, in t he laat 
mutual 

analysis, be baeed upo~good-will and universal reconciliation, 

and upon the voluntary association of nations aa equal• within a 

world-community, regardless or past moral offenaea, of w ich no nation 

is entirely blamele••• 

Judaism maintains that no peaceful organization of society ia 

possible unleaa it is built upon the full political, economic, and 

social rights of men everywhere. Only the work of righteousness 

can yield peace, and only upon justice and truth can peace securely 

rest. 



• 

9. The task of building a world pace 1e moat complex and difficult. 

Noneth lea■, Judaism believes confidently in the perfectibility 
' 

an unfaltering faith in the future and in man's o achieve 

a just and durable peace once he becomes possessed of the power and 

the Dltll might or the spirit or God. repudiates all doctrine• 

which deny either man's worth or his ability to achieve in partner-

Yiahip with God the creation of a aociety,;;i~ upon the principles 

of justice, mercy and lovingkindne •• affirms that it la man•• 

pres nt duty and ultimate destiny »'4'ellen •el•• e•mailNC 8ftaai•'", 

"to pert ct the world under the loving sovereignty of the Almighty.• 
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