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POST CONFERENCE MEETING, CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN M GBIS 
JUNE ~'7, 1943 

The post conference meeting or the Executive Board or the 

Central Conterence or American Rabbis was held in Hotel New 

Yorker , New York City, Sunday, June 27th, 1943 with the pres­

.!_a en t, Solomon B. Freehof in the chair• 

MEMBE~S PRESENT. The following members were present; Solomon B. 

F--63hof, Abba Hillel Silver, Harry s. Margolis, Sidney L. Regner, 

~da~c E. Marcuson, Solomon N. Bazell, Philip De Bookstuber, Law­

rence w. Schwartz, Abraham Schusterman, Maurice Bloom, William 

Go Bruude, Jumes G. Heller, Albert G. Minda, Phineas Smeller, 

Harry J. Stern. Maurice Ne Eisendrath, acting executive secre-

tL· .. ry of the Union of American Hebrew Congreg1. tions, was invited 

to attend the meeting. 

LIEMBERS ELECTED. Abraham Shinedling, Leo Reichel, Joseph Spev1ck, 

J.nd Meyer Machlis were elected to membership . The application 

<"f AJ'thur Meyerowitz was rejected on the ground that he is not 

0nguged in rabbinical work. 

REFUGEE RABBIS. Nilliam G• Braude was named chairman of the 

committee on admission of refugee rabbis in place of Solomon B. 

Bazell , who plans to enter the chapla1noy. 

}1ElvIBERSHIP DISCONTINUED• The member.ship or Harold Goldstein 

Nas discontinued, it having come to the attention of the Execu­

tive Board that he was no longer in rabbinionl work. 

•• 

. 



2 
EXECUTIVE BOARD , UAHC. Rabbi Barnett R. Briclmer was elected 

to fill the unexpired term of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver on the 

Executive Board of the Union. 

KORNFELD MEMORIAL . The President was asked to appoint someone 

to write memorial resolution in memory of Josephs. Kornfeld, 

the memorial to appear in the forthcoming yearbook. 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBimN CONGREGATIONS. It was moved and adopted 

that the president and executive director of the UAHC shall serve 

as ex-officio members on the Executive BoaI'd or the Conrerence 

until the Union namas a new chairman of the Board. In that case 

the president and chairman ot the Board shall set'Ve as ex-officio 

members . 

PAPERS IN YEARBOOK. It was moved and adopted that Rabbis Polish 

and Levy be asked to cut the length of their papers and that 

Rabbi Fineshriber be asked to rewrite his paper and that the 

secretary shall then publish the four papers on Zionism and 

Reform Judaism in pamphlet form for distribution. 

It was moved and adopted that the papers read at the joint 

meeting with the Rabbinical Assembly shall not be published. 

It w s moved and adopted that the Conference recommend to 

the JEWISH TEACHER that they reprint the papers read by Rabbis 

Gittlesohn and Feldman on the religious education day program. 

DECLARATION OF JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION. It was moved and 

adopted that the declaration issued by the commission on justice 

and peace be reprinted in the yearbook. 
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REPRINTS. The secretary was requested to list reprints on hand 
in the next bulletin issued. 

THANKS. It was moved and adopted that the secretary write a 
letter or thanks to Temple Emanu-El and to the Free Synagogue 
for the use of their synagogues tor Sabbath services. 

RESOLUTIONS. The president named Rabbis Shusterman and Minda as • 
a committee to reword the resolutions which were referred to the 
Executive Board for revision. 

AIR TRAVEL. It was moved and adopted that the present arrangements 
for air travel be continued. 

: .. 10GRAM FOR NEXT CONVENTION. Rabbi Silver and two members to be 
chosen by him were appointed as a committee on program for next 
convention to report to the October meeting or the Executive Board. 

TIME AND PLACE. Rabbis Margolis, Bookstaber, and Minda were named 
as a committee to rec~mmend to the October meeting time and place 
of next convention. 

The program committee was instructed to study the question 
as to the best day or the week on which to start the convention. 

JEWISH EDUCATIONAL BOARD. The recommendation that the Conferen~e 
hold a joint meeting with the Jewish Educational Board was referred 
to the October meeting or the Executive Board. 

FRISCH AND JUSTICE AND PEACE. It was reported that the money which 
had been collected by Rabbi Frisch while he was acting as executive 
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director or the Commission on Justice and Peace had been re• 

turned to Rabbi Frisch to be sent back to the contributors. 

RABBI TINTNER. The request or Rabbi Benjamin A. Tintner that the 

Executive Board seek to reopen his case and that he be restored 

to his standing in the chaplaincy was discussed. It was moved 

and adopted that the Secretary be instructed to notify Rabbi 

Tintner that there was nothing the Conference could do in the 

matter. 

THEOLOGY VOLUME. Rabbi James G. Heller was named chairman of a 

committee which he was authorized to organize to plan a volwne 

on Theology as suggested in the message or the president. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING. It was decided that the next meeting of 
the Executive Board shall be held in Pittsburgh, Penna.,Tuesday, 

October 26, at nine thirty A.M. 

, Respectfully submitted, 

f I 

,"),,J s ~-C.. z. h7~~ 
Isaac E. Marcuson ~ 
Secretary 

• PLEASE NOTE& 

Exeoutive Board Meet1ng,Pittsburf21, October 26th, 9: 30 A.M. 



MARK E1SNER 

20 EXCHANGE PLACE 

EW YORK CITY 

October 1st, 1943. 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

Much to my regret I find I shall be un-

able to attend the Union Executive Board Meeting 

next Sunday afternoon. In view of the fact that 

Judge Horace Stern of Philadelphia saw fit to 

circulate among the members of our Board his comments 

on the resolution which was adopted by the American 

Jewish Conference, I thought that you might be able 

to make some use of my letters to Adolph Rosenberg 

bearing on the subject . I am therefore sending 

them on to you and you are at full liberty to use 

these letters as you see fit. I hope the battle 

will not be too bloody. 

ME:RH. 
encl. 

With all good wishes, I am, 

Yours sincerely, --



•• 

MARK EISNER. 

September 9, 1943. 

Mr. ~dolph Rosenberg, 
The Union of American Hebrew CongregAtions, 
34 We st Sixth Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Dear Mr. Rosenberg: 

I will make every effort to attend them 
Executive Board of the Union which you have conven 
October Jrd. The date chosen for the meeting is n 
for those of us who must com .iong di stances. It 
been preferable to fix a meeting time later in the 
the Jewish holidays. 

ting of the 
for Sunday, 
convenient 

uld have 
ar after 

In my judgment it would be 
longer to permit tempers to cool and 
reactions. Furthermore, world eve 
that a little later our course of 
cerned. 

I do not want to convey 
plea for delay because In 
matter. I attended the s 
and have carefully exami 
tions. Personally I am 
and action taken by the 
see what constructive p 
dress rehearsal at our 
advanced by the 

in hea 
toric C 
se we c . 

wait a tle 
alize the blic 
ing so ra dly 
e more easily dis-

ession that I make this 
to think about this 
erican Jewish Conference 

hievements and resolu­
with the decisions 

rence. However, I do not 
erve at this time by a full 
f the disruptive arguments 

or American Judaism. 

We 
serve our J 
in world hi 
only lead t 

not serv 
sh brother 

ory. Furt 
a weakening 

Judaism and we most certainly do not 
by s uch debates at this serious juncture 
rmore, such discussion in our Board may 
f the Union. 

If· e with the terms of our resolution it is 
necessary for ;;:::,:~~~ e an immediate decision perhaps we can dis­
pose of theaatter ya straight mail vote. This might obviate 
the baneful publicity which would necessarily emerge from a dis­
cussion and which the Jewish enemies are quick to magnify as a 
demonstration of divisiveness and disunity among Jews. 

Sincerely yours, 

ME:RH. 
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' <1 I < HJ\' f l ' 1A E 

September 2), 1943. 

Mr. Adolph Rosenberg, President, 
The Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
34 West Sixth Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Dear Mr. Rosenberg: 

I have just learned that it will be impossible for 
me to come to Cincinnati on October Jrd for the meetin of 
the Executive Board of the Union. I r8gret exceedingly my 
enforced absence from this important meeting. I had hoped 
to have the opportunity to say to my fellow members of the 
Board that they can best serve the Jewish peorle and the 
cause of the Union by endorsing withou . equivocation thP 
resolutions and decisions wh i ch were adopted at the American 
Jewish Conference. 

If possib l e, please record me a s voting for our 
wholehearted acceptance of these resolutions. Furthermore 
I believe that as an important body of lay religious lead~rs 
we ought to press for the early implementation of the resolu­
tions. 

Those who were privileged t o attend the sessions 
of the i merican Jewish Conferen~e must have sensed the energy 
and vitality which inheres in the Amer1can Jewish community. 
Through the medium of the Conference, a truly representative 
democratic assembly, we are enabled at last to unite and to 
harness our resources for the Jewish good. Don't let us 
miss this chance to serve by breaking the American Jewish 
Community once again into petty fragments. We should not 
retreat down the paths indicated by a recently created or­
ganization which reeks of dissolution ~nd the ~rave. Let us 
rather bind American Jewry together to confront our herculean 

roblems with our combined strength and with all our re­
sources of vision and statesmanship. 

I pray that my colleagues on our Board will lay 
aside their dislikes and prejudice s to serve with t heir 
fellow Jew s in the common cause of our people. 

ME RH 

Sincerely yours, f_,.,, -. 
7~ u,,~ - ; 



MARK EISNER 
20 ~xchange Place, 

New York City. 

September 29, 1943. 

Mr. Adolph ~osenberg, President, 
The Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
34 West Sixth Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Dear Mr. Rosenberg: 

Since receiving Judge Stern's mimeogr 
I have decided to send to you enough copies of 
September 23rd to have distributed amon the me 
Executive Committee present at the meetr.t'i~---=LY 
you if you could arrange to have thi~~ 

ed letter 
etter of 
s of the 
d thank 

time 
permitted I would have sent them d 
and I hope that in all events yo 

th rship 
my le read 

at the meeting. 

Without trying to 
whether I might be recorded 

I would ask 

1. In favor o 
resolution rega 
the recent con 

2. Against 
withdraw from 

proposal at the Union 
conf eren , and 

ng any action with 
forego ng two questions and 

re 
by 
me 

ng the 
member 

g. 

matter for the consideration 
the next general membership 

r of September 23rd I have stated as 
briefly as he reasons which in the main govern the 
position whic·~_._~ave taken. 

Sincerely, 

ME:RH. 



October 1, 194! 

Dr. Is c . re a , Secret J 
Centr· l Cont renco of ric·n bi 
204 uford .l ce 

C n, Ga. 

·er Dr. re ona 

f s I 
Just s :re ble 
x eutive vo rd 

1th 11 , I r in 

V r. co i 

IS 1B!C 

ti 18 
.& 

I 



• r. . rk E. sner 
20 E.chl:All e Place 

ew •1'or,, l .Y. 

Octo r , 1 3 

Thank you so mucl ttulne i, 

in ri ti.. to e nd 1 setidin or y ur 
corres. o ence th '"" r. Adolp' \ sen oer • T e po 1 ti n 
·hich "'ou took ve , so one and I sur s 

~ elptul in arriviri at t e decisi .hio t e ~ cutive 
Coawdttee took at its eetin 1st • • I attended 
the eating. · rnnk d c Jre. naive d so si t ~o 
place in .. ch 11 points or v1 w r de tely 
pre~ented. d c1s1on. tor tify t ) l tin resol tion 
or not to r it 1 t i~ . v i th a vcr0 11 

ority, and ould h ve l to c 1 or ble bittern G 
ich ~ould • ve hurt t•1e Onion d t e Co le a 

t in ich nobod e ired. It as elt • e 
Exec tive Committe a· uld not k on sue ontr si 1 
i ue thout fi t con ul tinu t e er c . 
It w a t ·4 r fore voted to rofer t.1e e tir 
n t etin of tle Council oft Union . In tie 
t e On· on re . ins ember of e erio .n J wish 
Confe ence. I thin + t t'1e ction r t e .;xeouti ve 
Co ittee n te .lik •• 

I do lop to &.v t ... e pl a e, m de r r. 
Eisner, on on r rre u nt visit t 'e rk,to it d • 
1th y u an:I lk ~ r uite n b r o t in ioh re ot 

vit la ent in Je ish life t pre nt. 

u1th ll o ~ s ea, I re n 

oat cordially ors, 
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October 8, 1943. 

ur. Abba Hillel Silver, 
'l'he '.i'emple, 
tast 105th ~t. and Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Abba: 

HARR Y J . STERN, . ! ntreal, nnn,!n 
S I DNEY S . TED ESCHE. ! •·, c k)yn, :N. Y. 

I have been thinking over the problem of the program 
for the next session of the Conf'erenoe, on which you are to 
give a report at this coming meeting of the ~eoutive Board 
which, as you know, will take place in Cincinnati. 

The chief elements in the program that have to be pro­
vided for are: 

l) 'fhe Conference Lecturer fc'riday evening; 
2) The Conference preacher Saturday morning; 
3) The three Conference 10-minute Chapel services conducted 

by ex-pres~dents of the Conference; 
4) Two pipers; 
5) A Symposium by the young men of the Conference; 
6) A theme for Religious bducation Day. This is usually a 

half-day. 

We often try (but with indifferent success) to have one 
theme for the entire Conference. This theme is carried out in 
the Lecture and 'ermon, the papers, symposium, etc., and also, 
if possible, in the Religious bducation discussion, although 
generally the Chairman of the Com.~ittee on l eligious ~ducation 
suggests a theme, but have found that he is usually grateful 
for a suggestion from the Prograrn Committee. 

If you cannot devise one theme that will cover most of 
these addresses, then think of a series of themes. have a 
number of suggestions which you might find helpful. ~irst of 
all, you know that the ~onference accepted the suggestion or 
the President's message that we should begin, over a series ot 
years, a number of discussions leading to a reconstruction of 
Jewish theology. e might blve one paper along that line. 

also have another suggestion. the Conference accepted in 
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principle eller•a plans for a country-wide system of pulpit 
placement. However, you and i know the dangers involved in 
any such plan. lam sure eller knows it too, but he has 
felt that the benefits outweigh the dangers. Anyhow, I sug­
gest the possibility of a :p1.per either on the specific problem 
of pulpit placement or any general theme of the professional 
status of the rlabbinate. A paper on the former theme will give 
the right man a chance to analyze the subject thoroughly and 
form the basis for Conference discussion and action. 

I am also including here three slips from the list of 
Jews whose death was ma.de known during the plSt year: 

Chaim Zhitlolfsky; 
Simon Dubnow; 
Zvi Hirsh Mashliansky. 

_y suggests a ~per on the Jewish labor movement in relation to 
Jewish life; .E) suggests a paper on the writing of Jewish history; 
and~ a paper on the lvaggid and his place in Jewish preaching. 

Anyhow, here are frur suggestions for two papers. rhey are 
of course only suggestions. It would help the Conference if 
you would have two or three candidates for each job. You need 
not bother about the ~onference Preacher and the Conference 
Lecturer. They are usually selected by the ~ecutive Board on 
the nomination of the President. 

With best wishes from Lillian and myself to Virginia and 
you, 

a ever, 

.J;-e 

SBF.lsf 



To e Members Of e Executive Board: 

The question has arisen as to w~ether it would not 
be better ~o hol1 t he m·eting of tre Executive Board 
scheduled ctober 26th in Cinc innat i instead of Pittsburgh. 

(1) The Conference is inco,:'porated under the lo:;1s 
of Ohio ar legally we should hold one meeting a year in 

the state of Ohio . 

(2) On account of the difficult ies of travel it seems 

to be easier to reach Cir1cinn ti than to reach Pitt sburgh . 
The rnen from the south and v1est v,o ld r1ave to o to Cin­
cinnati to reach Pittsbur gh and would have to change trains 
in many cases . Tbe men .rom the east can each Cinclnnati 
OV '·rnight just as easily as t hey can reach Pi t tsburgh • 

.L indly let me E:now by return mail if you agree to 

c ang~ the meeting to Cincinnati. 

Cordia 7.ly yours, 

Isaac E. Marcusen 
Secr eto r y 
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C0f 1FERENCE I!'! Sl="PTE!AD ER , A RESOL UTIO M WHICH CALLS FO 

THE ESTABLI SH MENT OF PAL tST I E AS A -JE V! f SH co ~.,M ON \! EA L TH-, 

WIT H DE MOCRACY , FREEDOM AND -( UAL RI GHTS FO R ALL OF ITS 
I NHA B ITANTS, ARAI3 AS \, i:-LL AS JE= W A CO !.!!~.orn·1EALTH THAT 

.. 
ALO fl C A f.'. A K £ PO S S I BL E A B ASC SOL UT I ON TO TH E PRE S E fl T 

J EVJ ISH TRAGEDY ."= 

JOSHUA LOTH LIE B~AN 
_ARNET T R BR ICKNE R 
J A f1.iiE S G H EL L E R 

F LJ X A L:VY. 

TBII COMPANY WILL APPUCIATJ: SUOO■STIONS l'ROII ITS PATRONS CONCllRNING 1TB UBVI<m 
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Deo•ber •• 1943 

Dr. Solomon B. 1reehof 
T m 1 A>det Sbal011 
490S ~1fth Avenue 

1ttaburgh, P nne7lv n1 

T dear Sol: 

I have not 7et received the 11st ot Conference membera who are 
\o be 1nvi ted t.o parlltlpa\• 1n the prc,crua ot the nezl Confer­
ence, and ... 1ubJeo\a which thq are to 4leOQaa. •• ought nnl 
\o delq aen41ng out the lnTl tlona araoh lon«er. 

lam gre&tl7 concerned by th reoe t action ta.an b7 1Nlld.rath 
in oonJunction with a group of hb1• wh1ch bl o 11•4 t ether. 
B wrote•• a long explana\017 letter, encloelng the reaolut1on 
which wae adopted. Su:ah a raeolu\lon, it a4opled b \be 

eautlve Com 1 tt•• tn rwanal of l ta • rller poal tlon, will 
roYOke a atorm of protea\ uonc our oolleagu1 who are ro­

Zionlate, not to 1peak ot other ••ot1one ot rlcan Jewrr. 
I do not know whether you a\tended the •••ling. .le a Nault 
ot the Naolullon adopted with \he &TOwe4 pvpoa• of puah1 it 
, ~u«h the nut heantlv• ot the Union, n · here h e been c"n-
etr tned to oall off eetlng which bad be n ar nged tor 
Union next Tueaday, which•• tn be addre•••4 b7 laenc!rath. 

• had agreed at the last Executive etlng on ad ocratlo 
roe••• to de\el'ltlne Uw real ttltude of .American Retoffl Jewa 

on the 1ubJ ct ot the P leatlm solutfon the Contere ce, elc. 
It•• •• honTer. t I the democratic proc •• la to be• r1t1ced 
\o mlnorl t:, pre11ure group■ who are 4elerm1necl on an llllne41 te 
re ud1 tlon of t e Pales\lne oluti Prea■we 1• a dangeroua 
we n, ~ c be uaed by Yarloua group•. I am atra1d th t n 
a.re dr1ft1n~ int ve17 dangerou a1tua\1on, aggraY ted by 
·'1eendr th'• own blundering and 1ncona1at nole1. 

Ve cord1al.1T 1fflll"a, 

81111 



KENESETH ISRAEL -.- RODEPH SHALOM 

BAZAAR 
Fun for All 

• SOUVENIRS 

• GAMES 

• MUSIC AND DANCING 

• REFRESHMENTS 

Benefit for 

RED CROSS 

• WAR BOND PRIZE 

ALLIED JEWISH APPEAL 
UNITED WAR CHEST 

COME ONE - COME All 

K. I. Alumni Building 
1715 N. Broad Street 

8:00 P. M. 

Sunday, Dec. 5, 1943 
Sponsored by 

K. I. Junior Congregation and R. S. Youth Forum 



~be 

~tmplt JSullttin 
REFORM CONGREGATION KENESETH ISRAEL 

PHILADELPHIA 

C Member, Union of American Hebrew Congregations) 

Rabbi s 
WILLIAM H. FINESHRIBER 

JOSEPH KLEIN MALCOLM H. STERN 
(Ch;qllain, U. S. Army) 

Isadore Freed, Music Director 

Vol. xlviii December 3, 1943 

Services 
Friday Evening, December 3, 8:30 P. M. 

ALUMNI SERVICE 

Conducted by Members of the Alumni 

Sermon by DR. FINESHRI BER 

Friday Evening, December I 0 

96th ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
CONGREGATION 

( Business Session, 8:00 P. M.) 

Sabbath Eve Service, 8:30 P. M. 

Guest-Speaker 
DR. SAMUEL H. GOLDENSON 

of Temple Emanu -EI , New York City 

No. 6 

Social and Buffet, Alumni Auditorium, I 0:00 P. M. 
ALL CORDIALLY INVITED 

Friday, December 17 
Sermon by 

RABBI KLEIN 

Friday, December 24 
Sermon by 

DR. FI NESHRI BE R 

~ 

SABBATH MORNING SERVICES, 10:30 A. M. 

Saturday, December 4 
" Religious School Sabbath" 
Sermon by RABBI KLEIN 

Saturday, December 11 
Sermon by 

DR. FINESHRIBER 

Saturday, December 18 
Sermon by 

RABBI SAMU EL G LASNER 

Saturday, December 25 
Sermon by 

RABBI KLEIN 



OUR YOUNGEST GROUP CONDUCTS SERVICE 
THIS FRIDAY 

'fhc I cne. cth I ra l lumni come promin ntly to 
th0 fol'c hy l cting to participat in an "AL 1 I 

ER 1 E," in our T rnpl Friday Ev ,ning·, D •ccml ·r 
3rd. Dr. Fin 1shriber will preach the ermon. 

Headers, who will be on the pulpit with th • 
will 1><1 'arol Betty Binswang·er, Pre. idcnt 
Alumni; Fl'nnces Giltlemacher, Steph in 
liol'lt•nsc l\ky •rs. 

Rabbis, 
of the 
ehaf 1r, 

l' shers will be: Robert Gross, Robert Dtuckcr, har-
lotl<• Jialp< rn, Jacquelin i llman Marilyn Witlin, 
Richard \\'asserman. 

Tlw Alumni will be Hosts at the Social Hour follow­
ing: the crvice. The young ladies of the group acting 
in this capacity will be Phyllis Taplingcr, Babette 
Harrison, Janice Pinhcirn. 

1rs. Rose Flomcnhoft, who is Adviser to th Alumni 
thi: y •ar i. in charg of the Program. 

THANK YOU, HOSTESSES 
,vc ar most grateful to our worn n under fr,. J. D. 

Lindy, who hav grac id our Social Hour a Hoste s 
'hairnwn, and to th i many ladie of the ongrcgation 

who a!iRi!ited th 1 111 each Friday. On vcmb r 26th 
l\hs. Martin Lande. acted a Host s.; on De ·ember :ird, 
1iss Carol B •tty Binswang·cr, President of th lumni , 

will ac-t in this capacity; for the Annual Meeting; on 
DccemlH'r 10th l\1rs. Howard Fineshribcr, and a large 
v:roup of ladies will pre. id to make this oc ·asio11 truly 
signifkant; and for th, remaind •r f the Friday Even­
ing: f DcN•mhcr, 1rs. 'harlc Schafer has gra ·iously 
con.cnted to s rve. 

CHOIR PROGRAM, DECEMBER 
ince the rec int great exodus from Germany b ga11 

in 19:3:l, a number of outstanding compo er of Syna­
gogal Music have com to our shor . . Many of them 
hav • be 1 11 appointed to po, itions a mu i director and 
organist in out, tanding· merican ongregation and 
arC' thu, ag;ain able to place their con idcrabl • tal nts 
at the ·ervice: of the ynagog-ue. 

J>111 ·i11g th, • pr, •:-t•nt :-Pa:--11n of Lal<' l"l'iday l-:,l'11i11g S, •ni<"t ·:--, 
rn11:--k 11f llw following 1·111n11< 1:--,·1·:-: will li,· lwanl in 1111 1· T1·n1ph· 
fo1· tlw tir:--l li111v: 

Jlvi11ri1'!1 Sdialitl. ,.f l 'r0Y i<l1 •11<·t·, It. 1. 
JI ,.rh, ·1·t l•'r11 111111, 111' Ho:-: t o11, :\ ln:--s. 
I I 11g" . \rll t·I', 111' \\·or1·1•stp1•, :\1a s:,; . 
. lnli11 :-: ('hajt·s, ol' llt•ll'!til, :'>lkh. 

'l'll, •:--1' 1111'11, l1a\'i11g h '<'11 gi\·c•11 n•fugc• i11 1111r la11d, an· n ·­
p:1~ i11g tlwir (\\•Ill 111:\11~ tillH'S 11\' l' \' hy :singing tlwi1· lit'\\,' :,.;ongs 
to th,· . \] mighty in lhl'il' 11\•\\' Janel. 

Our i-,o l11i,t, in H1•1•1•mlrt•r "ill ht•: 

I h·1·. :lnl '. "Cn•at l'P:ll'\' H :l\'(' Tlwy" ( ll11g1•r;.;) 
Rung hr ( 'urol3 11 'J'homa, 

l h-1·. 10th: ":',[11:,.;t Bl':tlltiful . \J)JWal','' 
from Jl a~cl11's "('n•ati1111" 

' l'r io !"llllg' hy Hl't'lll la Lr 11 Ii,, Fritz l\l' ll l'~••r, 
.\ rt h 11 r " · oll':-0 11. 

'l'ht• Orga11 J'rl'llltlt•~ for th1--,1• tlafr:- follo 11 : 

( It•<·. :l - " J' r:1~1•r'' ( B op llr11a11) 

J >c<·. lu- '·Tncatta a11cl Pugu • in lJ • lluor'' (Bach) 



IS YOUR RESERVATION IN FOR THE 
ANNUAL MEETING? 

The 1·t•-; p0nsc. 1·N·t•ivt•d from ou1· nwmlwr,hip 
indicatin ,!.!.' that tlll'y will attl111<I the \nn ual l\lel'l­
ing- of the Cong'l't'g"alion 011 Dect•mlH•1· 10th, and 
n •mai n t0 •njoy a happy Sot'ial Gathl'rin!.!.· 111 tlw 
Alumni Auditorium aflt>rwards, eonvin(•<· us that 
tlw c!Peision of tlw Hoard this Year to havt• tlw 
Annual l\kding- in our own Bui'Idin,!.!.· was a , ·ist• 
and tinwly ont'. \\'t• an• all lookin g- fonrnnl to a 
delightful t•vening·, with all lht• t•dat and di .l!: nitr 
of ou,· previous, more formal nwl'ling-s, tomhirwd 
with tlw feeling- of being- at-honw and at east> i11 
one's own building-. 

'l'lw lt:il,l>is :111<1 n 1,ard ,,f Tn1st,r•s ,, · t,,11•1 a l1, ·:1 rt ,, 
i11\il:iti1>11 to tlw c•11tir,· ('011gn •ga(io11 lo :llt,•1111 this, 
11w !lfi1h .\11llu:11 :\l( • .. ti11g .. \ltl u111µl1 w,· 11:1,·,· 11r,-,· i"11,dr 
:tllllflllll("( '" tlw lli g h - L :ghls c,f tit, • :,:,111 i11g, 1111' .I l1t •: 11· 
l'(•j)f':t ti Ilg ; 

1-:00 o'c•lol'l,, ll riPf 1111 ,i ll <''' \lp 1• ti11:.:·. and EIPl'lio11 
of Oflic•t- r, :111<1 'l'rn,1<'<''• 

·::IOo't'lo('h , Sa l1IH1 t h EH' SPni(•c• in 1111· Tt·111pll', 
"ht• 11 "'' \\ill IJP ho1111n•d It\ 1111' 
11rt• , p11c•1• 11 11tl 1ht• \ cldn•" oi· ll r. 
S .\" 1· 1-: 1. II . (;Ol.l>E\SO \ , ltahhi of 
' l' P 111 1 ► I P l-:111:11111-EI, \P11 Yor i, ('it .,. 

1n:000"1'1 01· l, . lln ffl-' t a nd :-.oc-ia l. \11111111i \111lilori 11 111. 

n .. t111·11 , ·0 111· .-:1rcl s :ti Oll("t• i11di,·ali11g (11:tl \ t>II \\ ill 
:t(l('lld. l,;tsl d:tl<' fol' rl'sc •n:1 tio11. ·, ll1 •1't' llll11 r' X. 

'\ I \Id-: T III S \ 'l' l! I L \ III S'l'OIII(' \IEl-:'l'I\(; B Y 
'1' 111•: IIE\l l'l' l\ t•: ss OF \'01 l S l 'IH l 'l' 

\ \ I> \ 'l''I' E . II \ ~ ( . I•:. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NOTES 
Hanukkah Assembly, December 19 

Pupils in the Branch Sc-hool. will not go to the Branch 
Sehool., but will come to the l\1ain School on Sunday 
morning·, Dccem ber l !)th, at fl :45 o'clock. Bran th School 
pupi ls wi ll as. emblc on arrival in the Alumni hapcl. 
The HA UKKAH ASSEMBLY will take plat(' at 11 :00 
o'clock in the Alumni A uclitorium. Parents an• tor­
dially invited to this Assembly, whith will pn•sent a 
dc:lig·htful Hanukkah Prog-ram. 

Hanukkah CANDLES an• !winµ; distrihult•d to pupils 
of the Rel ig-iou. School a..c:; a g-ift from tlw Sisterhood. 
J-kcau:t> of a shortag·e of Candles, pupils al'e a-;kt>d to 
tah• 0 1 LY ONE hox for a family . Tlw youn~(t•st 
thi ld in th family will receive the anclks. Hanukkah 
MENORAHS will b presented to new pupils. Herc 
again it is requc. tcd that the youngest nwrnhe1· of a 
f ,., mily take the Menorah hom ', which will sufl1cc for 
th<· whole family. 

HANUKKAH, 5704 
Thi' F, •s(•intl of 11:tnukkall c•a1-ri, •s a 1111·s~:,g,• thi,: Y<':tr llol 

alo111• l11 :1dlwn•11ts or .I t1d:tis111, l,ut to :111 rr, ·Pdo111-lo1 i11g· 
pl .. r, p! P ('\"t'l'.\ wllc •I'(• ill tlH• Wt>i-lcl. Till:- 1<', •s ti\.tl, w11:,-11 ror 
Jllfll't' lh :t ll :i 1on ~ !':ti's h:i s l,,•,·11 c•p]phr:ttl'd (CJ (·1JJ1)1ll('l11(>1':lt•' 
1h1 · first gr,·at s tn1 gg](' for n·ligi1>111-- fr, •1•<1 11111 a11d i11d .. p, ·11-
rl1•1H·(•, , •011ti11111 •s lo inspir, • 111,t 0111.,· ou1· , ,11·11 p1 ·11 plc• who 
suff,•r fro111 th · crushillg 111ight or l~ 1:11111.\' , llul :tll Jl""Pl• ·s 
wh11 ha,·1· IH••·n afllic-t1 ·d 1,.,. till' r11thl, ·ss11, •ss or t<1t:tlita1·i:111-
ism arnl cli< ·tator;;hiJ>. \\·,. ;in• lwgi1111i11g 111 ,·,·•·, a:s tlw ~·••a 1· 
1 II l :l cl1•;1ws to ;1 dost>, 1 lw fir s t r:1 _\·s , ,r \ig·ht i11 ·, d :1 rl,, ·11, •d 
wo1·1,1 , lw1·ah1i11g tlw 1·011ii11g ,id .. 1·~ c,f ll• •111CJ1•rali1· anrl hu­
nia 111· fol'(· ·s i 11 tlw world. 

:\la~· tht• <'an,ll Ps that w,• light this ll:t11t1kk:tll ~,:1s1111 hc•lp 
to ill11111i11P t•\t• I'~ dark J):tlh :incl guicl,· th•· 11·;1, l11 lit, , ,-tal,· 
l i:-.hlllelll ,,r a lie\\ II lll'ld o[ li))l•l 'l., j11 Lin a11,i jll 'dl'l'. 



JOINT HANUKKAH RALLY, DEC. 26 
The Men's lub ha al'rang-e<l with the Men's 

Ol'g·anizations of Rod ph Shalom and Temple 
Judea for the Annual HA KKAH RALLY, to 
he held in our Alumni Building, Sunday cv •n ing-, 
Dcccmbcl' 26th, :16 P. M. The Program will 
c-on::;i. t of a Hanukkah Service, and afterwards a 
" omcdy of ontcmporary haracters," and Re­
fr •shments . The Ladic arc cordially invited. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
'l'h11r,t1:1), llt•1•, :?: (;l'1wrnl 1":u·ult~· :\kt·ling, . \lu 11111i Bltl g., 

X ::lll I '. :\I. 

' I h11r,1l:1), l>l'I'. :?: .\l 1· 11·s Tt •m pl,• ('luh Boar<l .\l1•1·li11g. :!fitll 
1':tl'h\\'ay, fi I' .\I. 

Fritl:I,\. 111'1', :I: ". \lu11111i S,•n·i1 •p" in llw Tt•1nplt>. ::lll I' . .\I. 

~:1t11rtl:1.,. llt•1•, I: lt vligiou,- Sdwol :\lonthl~· Salihalh . 
~ 1111tl:1.,. llt•1·. ;,: .\~~l •. \l , H .\Z .\ .\lt, K. I. .Junior,-;, It . S 

Y 11u t 11 l•'11ru 111, ' I '. :\I. 

llt111tl11), llt•t•, H: l'llt'l't'llt Topi(',- ('las,-, 1 I' . .\I.: Si ,-;(prhood 
.\I t•••l i Ilg, :! I' . .\1. 

Frida,. l>l't', 10: !lfHh . \nnu al .\((•,•ting ol' ('1111gn•g:ili1111, 
1-: .\1 .. l'ol111\\'P<l 11 .,· S:11Jhath l•:\'e St•1·,·i, ·1•, :30: SpP:1k1 •1·: 
11r. S:1lll\l!'l II. <:oldt·11son, S.Y.(' .: Buffd and S1 ,1· i:il, 
I II : Oil I' . :\1. 

~:1111r1l:1.,. llt •1·, li'I: lt ,1lilti Samu ·I <,las1wr t1<·t·upit'"' pulpit . 
. 1111tl:1), 1>.-1 ·. rn: lt l'ligiou,- Sl'hool ll anukkah . \ ,-,-1•1111Jl., and 

I ':t rt.,. 

l' 11t•,1l:1 \. llH. :?I: 1st Sight of Ilanul,kah. KitHllC' t,-t Hanuk-
kali Light. 

. 1111,111,. 1)1•t•, :?Ii: .\li1l-\\'i11tp1· lt1 •ligi1111,- Sl'hor,1 ll olitl:1~· . 
. Jolnt .\11•:~·s ('Ll'B 11.\~l·KK.\ IJ lt .\LLY. :l:i I' . .\I. 

llo1Hlll). lll'C', :?i: Sislt>t·hon<l',; 1,;ye11i11g Hu,-i1w,-,- \\ 'rn111• 11·,­
.\l1 •1•ti11g Supp<•r to l'ai1l-l: p ::\ll.'ntht>rs. I 11·. Fitwsh1·i l11 •1· 
I; t11 •,;t-SpPa kt'!' . 

:--1111tl:1~, ,l:111. :?: .\li1l- \\' i11tp1• H(•ligiou,; S!'hool llnlid a.,. St'11111,I 
1·1•1·1111 \ 1·111•,; St111<l:1 ., , .1 a llll:t 1·~· \Ith . 

. \d ull l11 ~titt1l(• ,J\'wi,;h Stu<li,•!--, En•1 ·~· '1'1w~1lay, , :::11 I' . :\f. 
I t, •,·1•,;,-, ( )(•('l' lllht•t· :! . 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

Monday, December 6th at 2 P. M. 
SISTERHOOD'S MONTHLY MEETING 
Pre. entinµ: th Arti ts of the T mple's 

own Choir h1 
"An Afternoon of Varied Music" 

Bl't'lltl:1 LI'\\ i,, fornw1·ly l'rima l>o!!ll:l Sopr:11111 , l'hila ­
d!'lphia 01wr:t ('11111pa11~· 

Frlt,,: l(ru1• µ-t•r, l'ornwrly h •a1li11g lt•tHII', l'hil :ul,•lphia 
01wra ('0111pa11~· 

i..a11or1• FrN'tl, l\lu,-i<- llin•l'lor or 1111r C'h11ir, 1·111np11~t' I' 
11f not,·, 11ia11ist 

Each of these three will do a group of olos, both 
of a serious and light character. 

Opening Prayer by 
Mrs. Henry Wieder 
,. .,. .,. .,. .... .,.. .,. 

Preceding· th Meeting·, Dr. Ffoc hl'ihcl''s UR­
RE T TOPICS LASS will he held at 1 P. M. 
in tlw Alumni hapel. 



BC.'l~E88 WO~IE:N'.' A XILL\RY OF 
,'I.'TEUHOOO FORMED 

An t•nthusiastic g-ath •rinµ; f Bmdncss and Pl'ofos­

si<,nal \\'onwn and .Juniors nwi on Nov<.•mher 15th to 

org-ani,1,<.• ilw Nc•w Evl'ning- Business \Vonwn's Group 

of tlw Sistt'rhood. Un<ler tlw guidanc<.• of Mrs. lorlon 

l\T. Kohn a working· hasis was PSiablislwd by choos ing­

;\Jiss l\larg-uerit(• L. Greenewald nR General Chairman, 

'.\1iss Hort<.•nse E. Mann aR Assistant Treasurer, and 

'.\tiss Elsa ,'p rin ger as 'ec retary, ioµ:eth r with the 

following- Vicc•-Chairnwn of 'omrnittces: 
\11•1111t1•r,llip, ,\Jj,._,._ l.i11d:t :-itr;t ll""· 1111,pltalil), :\Jj ,.,._ ltit;i \ 

:-i.-J!l11"": .-.111'lal1iliU, :\lb" H, •11·11 Jo:. .\ 11:ttl1:111; H1·t'u,-:-1•1• St•l'I • 

ii'!'. :\In- . Fl11r:1 I,. I~• i"": \\ ur -.;, ,n it•t•. :Iii "" l •:ll:1 \\ . \\"ti,·, 

l' ro1.rra111. :Iii"" :\l :1 l,ia11 \\"il·t,.1']1:ift, •r; l'11l11il'il), :Iii"" (':ttTif• 

.\dlt•J". 

Ji was d<.•tidecl lo meet ilw Fourth 1onday Evening­

of each month. Aft •r tlw busin •ss session, R<.fresh­

nwnts WN'C . erved, and over th tea-cup. Rabbi Joseph 

Kic,in spoke• informally and c•niertaininµ;Jy, and touched 

on <.•xtra-eurrieular aciivili<>s ai the II hrcw Union 

Colk>g-e. 
The next l\freiing- of the B ESS WO 1E 'S 

CRO P is f:clw<lukd for Decc,mher 27th, and will be a 

Sup1>er Meeting- for PAIi - P MEMBERS, at which 

Dr. Fin . hribcr will he ih Guest-Speaker. 

i\TTE~TIO'N! WO 1E. OF THE Jl . IOR C01 -

Gl{EG.\TIO,' !!! You are Guest-Memb •rs of ihe Si. -

krhoocl, •iUwr at its Aftern on or Evening- S cial Mt• t­

inµ;s. Your .Junior ongre~ation m •mbcrship card 

admit. you. 

WAR SE RVICE CTIVITIE 
\It·,__ ll11\\:tt·<l l•'it ll'~hl"ilwt·, ( 'h:ti1·111a1t 

Our i tcrhood ii; very proud of the xcellcnt work 

W<' arc accompfo,hinµ; in all fields of war service. Th 

follo,ving· report. show some of our activi tics: 

'lothing Collection 
".\It ·" · 11. ".\I. <:a11~tn:ttt, <'hairm:111 

Til, ,·lt>lltillg 1·;111111:rigll r .. ,. lt11 ""ia11 an(l Hrili"h \\"ar lt, •li, •f 

lr• ·ld til ,· fir"I w«·k ill ;\'11\( •Jltl>l't· \\ :ts 11111,._t "IH'<'<'""f11l. \\"1' 

11;1,i 1"!11thi11g 1·,·nt, r " 111 : rll ])arts ttf llw .-it~ :11111 1ht• 1•, ,,. p1111,._,. 

\\:t " 11111"! gratit'~ing. \\, • f( •1·i j11,.tl~ pr1111d that w,• w1 •r1• :tlol,, 

l11 1·1111t1·il1111,· lo\\':tl'd 111aki11g tili" (";tll1p:tig11 "11.-!1 ,l HH'('t'""· 

l'ltl 111w. 

Victory Book Drive 
:\I, .,._ .\l;1 !'I 'l l" l{a 11111, t 'h:tirtlt:t 11 

Ottl' \"id111·.1 1:011k ll1 ·i\1• i" l '(IJ1ti111ti11g· lhruoul tl1t• )°l'/11". 

:\Ir" :\l :1n·11" ll :111111. ('h ·1ir t11:11t. i" k\ •J1I l,tt,._\ t~ing IIJl 11H 

l,11111' " '" t;11 111 1111• \ i,·t,,r.1 Ht1ok C'1 •1tlt-r al Bn ,a<l ~t. :111<1 

1:ir;1 rd .\, .. 1111 ". :\l:111 .1 .,f 1,11r 111, •111!..-1·,._ ha,1 • f11rm1 ·d tlH· h:tbit 

111' liri11gi11 g tit•· t"IIITt·ttt l,1111k llt,·r ha\t • j11"t !irti,.]1,·d t"(';uling 

111 th, · T1 ·11tpl1• OIi :,· , · :ind pl:1<"i1tg it i11 tlH· hi1t in tlw hall. 

l,, · t 11 " , ·0 11li1111, · I" h<'<'P tit, · h1111k-lti11 lillt1l 111 lh1 • !trim ! 

~lta r, · Y()l"lt ,·tt1T1•11I li, · ti1111 \\itll t1,11,.1• in th(• an11t·cl 1"11n·1•,-.. 

\\ .. ,11"11 11:i,, · a ,·art1111 IH' :1.t !11 r,t11· J1r,ok - l,i11 for 1·0111pl( •!P 

d1•f'h" 1,f (':trd". l'ati,•1tt" in our . \rmy and X :l\y 11,, ,._ pit:11" 

, •11j"y pla~ i11g 1·artl", and tlwn• i:-s a ll( •(•<l r .. ,. 1,11,n' , ·0111plt'lP 

d1 ·cl,,.. 

Sur~ical Dressings 
:\Ir~. \rtl1111· :s: .. w, ('hair111:1t1 

Tit, • >'lll'J.!.i,·,il dn-,-.,-.ing g 1·11 up :t \(•IT i1t1))111'lat1t (· i\"iliall \ "ar 

l•:l'f111·t - lllt"l 't" \\", •rl1t1 •,._ t1 ;1~,-., Ill . \ . ::If. lP I I'. :\1. , 111 tlt1 • room 

lt:tl'k ,,r 1lt, · p11lpit . ,, ... ;1r ,• 11 " i11g :I lit •\\' l,11;1r,l, \\lti.-!1 lll:tk(•. 

\\ 11rl, 11111,·h "i11t pl1 •r a11tl 1·:t,. it>J". 0111· llrtit """' 111ak1 ·s fr11111 

Oil 111 1111111 dr, •:-;,-.j11g" : tl l':t<'il lltl'('ling _ You (":Ill lw lp tlS in­

('\'(•:t;;,• thi " 1111111),..1· 111" tlttlt'lt ll( •1·,l1 •,I dr, ,,.,._ i11g,._ \\' ltit'lt pl:1 ., ,_,wit 

:1 11 i111p111 ·t :111I p :11·1 i11 ,._;1 \ i11g th, · li\1 •s 111 11111· 1,,,y,._ 1>11 litl' 

11:tl llt • fi, ,ld . l l i.· w,t : tll \\11rk '. Tit<' l11111111r !11:-;,._,•d :1rt111111 i at 

11111, ·h I i111, i~ ll"t>l'll1 Ill, · ]ll'i, ·t • 111' ·11lnii "" i"11 1,, 1lt,· , .. . ,.. 1 .. r 
:-- lt11\\ ,-.. J:1·i 11g a ;;:11 1tl\\id1 a11d jui11 11 " Ill'. t \\"1·d11,--, cl:1.,. 



War Bonds and ' tamps 
:\I r,-. 11a,id :-;"111, <'hai1·11 1a11 

I 11111·1 f11rg, I 111 1·:tll :\ I r,-; S11l11, \\' a u•rl_, :l:!7:!, 11 hPII ., 1111 ar•· 

pu1·,·h:1:-ittg \\ ;tr l{11nd,- :tlld Stan1p,-; ; >-Ill' i:-- :\111:1,·,-; h:q1p\ \11 / 

t :11,, , ·.i r,• of tlli,- f11r _\1111. \\', • ,,,-p,·,·i:tlb urg, , .t ll Si,-t, ·rhrn,d 

1111•1ttl11•r,-: 111 l\l 'Y, t:l'Y and again Bl'\' \\'.\1~ 1\0~IIS Thi ,-; 

i,- jll>-t :t 1· .. 11)i11d1•1' lhat :11 ;ill (IJ)(•ll Si,-;t, ·r h1111d :\l1 ·l'l111g,-_ :\11 ·:-. 

:-;11111 11r a 1·11-w11rJ-,•r 11:1\'1 • a h(lt>th ;1t II llit-h th1·\ ,_ .. 11 l :ll1111" 

:tll<l Sl:1111p,-;. 

Cradle Holl 
:\\1 ·:-. :\larti11 :\11 ·.1,·r, <'h;1in11:111 

1111 _\11t1 l-111111 what ;1 <'radl, · Jt11II <'1·1·tifi1·at1· i:-. I t',-; a lw:1u­

tif11l d1wt11111•111 i11>-1·ril11•d 11ith lh1 · 11a11H• and <latl' 11f l>it ·th 11f 

.11111r li:tl,.\, ;111 d >-ig11 ,•d l,_1 ,,ur ltalibi:-, a11cl th• l' n·:-ill1•nl a11d 

S, •,·J't t II',\ 111' thl' ('1111gn•ga ti11n , 

;\l :1 11_1 p:in ·11t ,- ha,,• 111 •, ·11 g1·.,;it l _1· 111 ,.,1,-1•11 (ll r, •1·,•i\ , • a 

( 'r:1" 1,, I:, ii I ( •, , I( i li,·a ((' r, I) ' l lH' lll ' \\'\'O lll('J', Th, · Si :- lt•1·1lood 

111111 Id Ii k,· 111 gn•t'l l'I 1'1'.1 111 ' \\' ha Ii\ in llw ( 'on~r,•g:1 t ion i 11 

thi:s 111:11111\'r. \\' ill you h1 •lp ui- '? It is impo:-i-iflll' f11r u,- tn 

1,111111 ,.f , -, , r.1 11t•11 at'l'i\al. I r th, •t·t• is 11n1• in \1111r h1111w 1,r 

i I , , ,11 ld11 ,11 , ,r ._ ,111t• 1111·111 I 11•1· 111' l h•· < '1111grt·ga t i11P wh11 ha " 

;1 1 ,•11· \,;\Irr, pl• a:-v 1':\ II tilt' T,•in pk )tlh-,•, or :\\ rs. :\larlill 

.\I, ., ,,rat :\l, •lr11,-;t• :;!1.,1. 

niong-ram, 
:\Jr,-, .lal'11h ,, . Li11<1_1, ('l1ail'lll:III 

111111ort tllf' 11<•1 n•11 I 11io11 ( 'ofll'l,:t'! Sl'tHI all 111u1· nw:-:-ag1•,-; 

11f ,·,,11gr:i1tilali1111, ,·11111!11ll'IH·1· a11<1 g1111rl II ill fir 1·.:--:1 . '( ; 1: . \:'II. 

.\II f1111<l-< rai:-l'rl fr11111 th,· :-:tit• of f '11inng1·:1Jll:- go lo lh, · 

:-:11p111,rt 11f 1111r g1·, •at i11,-litt1li11n f11r llw lr:ti11i11g of ltahbi,­

i11 ('i11,·i1111;1ti. l'11in11g1 ·a 111,- 11ia_1· flp ,,htai111•1l at 1111 • 'l'l'll1Pl1 • 

Otfi, ,,. , r,1• l,y <·alli11g :\( rs . .I . JI. Li11<1.,·, (T•n. O:i:!6) or ~Ir:- . ~la\. 

llt •l'llh:tl'(lt, c<:n•. :1:::!:l). 

Ho llitalit.y 
:\Ir>-. \\'allt•1· .). L1•h111a11, <'hai1·ma11 

:\1 I'>-. 11:1 \ irl I :11:-1 •11, ( 'o-( 'lrn ir111;111 

Th, • lln :- pilalit.1 ('11111111ill<•t• i:-: 1·<111ti1111im.: its splt•JH]id w111 ·k 

i11 spil1• 111' fll>,-1:1, h•:-. Y1111 (':I 11 hl'lp us ~n•n \\~· 1111 0111· "l1<•11w 

fr,.111" fl., rJr, i11µ .\·0111· :-ha1·1·, <'<1 illl'illt1ti11g \Olli" 1':lkt• wh, ·11 

,·;tllt·rl llJ)flll, fll ' r,f'f••f'illg [11 :-t•J'\(' fill 0111· ('llllllllillt•t•, .Just 

d 1·, ,p :t 1·;1 nl \r, ,; I:! Sort h 1 :;111 .'l r ,,,t :UHi lt•ll us you a t·c 

i 11\l'l't •,-l•·<l. 

Religious chool Committee 
:\Ir,-. :-;~•l\ a11 I inwk1'l ·, ('hair111a11 

'l'h, • flrsl lf anukkah <·a1H1l(• :-:l111ul<l J,. , lighlt•cl tlw t'lt•11i11i.: 

111 ll1 •1·1•111 l11 •r :!ht. \ ,- u,-ual. tht • .'i. ·[('J'hoo,l will v1111tri1>11t,• 

:\l1 •llfl l', il1s all<l <·a11d lt•s !11 till' , '1111d a_1· St ·hnol <'hi ld1 ·1•11. If 

th, 1·1• ar,· ,_,.,,,r;tl cl1ilfl1·(•11 of 1111v famil~· atl,•1u li11 g Suntla\· 

S, ·h<H>l, 0111., r,n1• h11x fl( <·,11111 1, •s P<' r fa mil.,· will 1>1· gi\(•fl thi:­

·' ''" r . :--:, •\\'I\ 1•11rnlll'd <'11ilrl1·,•11 will l,c J.!,i\t·n :\l Pllot·ah,-: all 

11th1•1's 111;1_1 pl.11,· r,rd,•r,-; 11ith lhPir lt•;td11·1·s ii' lht •,\ 11ish t" 

l>tt~ th, Ill. ('andl('S :llHl :\l(•llfll':ths \\ill Ill' Oil salt· in till' 

Sdtrn>l < llli, 1•. S1111<la.1, J lt ·<·1· 1nh1 ·1' J :Jlh. . l (•1101·ah:- :w <'l'lll>-; 

<'a11dl1 ·s :!,i l'llll"'. 

WEEKLY MEMORIALS DURING DECEMBER 
The following- names, for whom pe1·pclual commem­

Ol'ation was made by dear on •s, such a , on the Memorial 

T,1hl •t., by Wind ws, etc. will he 1· •ad at th S rvices 

on i.lw following- elates : 
Fri. ,\: :-.at., IIH. :1.1: ! ,-r,11•1 Stt•rll, . \l1 •; 111 (] . \\'i11kt•l11i:tll. 

J•:111i l .\ 1; ,.Jd,-;111ith ,; ('r:-;1111 l>a\id ll ir:-h, lt11 ,-;1 Xl'll <'r, .Julia 

:\I. St:1111111. IJ, ,11ri1 •lla \\ ' i111'la111l1 ·1·, .J11l i11s .J . l,<1tu·h lwi111, 

11 , ,r:1 r·1• I,, ,,.1,, Tlll •fl rl< ,n, l--<·lt w1•1 ·i JH•r, :\I a 1·1· 11:s I, . < •, >lw11, < •, ·I ia 

ll ir:-hl,·1·, J<' ;1 1111 il' l ,,11•\i, :-;i111<,11 1:a11,-, II Plll'il' ll a Sl1•1 ·11f'1 •ld . 

Fri. ,\ ~at.. ll1•c·. IO - I I: I ,011 i,- :\I r,1Ti,-, .I 1•a 11l't It• St.•1·1w. 

I :, ,11ja111i11 Si, d, •11l1;1<'h, \ 1111·lia ,,·~ lll:tll, .\ l\lalia l I t•~ ll\all, 

,J1•;11111i1• . \1 ·111Jwld, .)flst•ph lt1•i11hl'illll'I', .\li 1111i1• l{P,-t•11h;1um, 

l•:111i l Lt l11na11, <'hal'IPs l' . \\'it•d1•r, B •njamin .\1. 1':lllll, 'J' •11i1• 

.\lat ·k . 
Fri. ,\ Sat., Ill' <'• l.•h: . \h1·:1h:u11 L .. \ slwr, s,,l1nn1111 

\ ar,.11,-, l•:111111a \\', ii, l•'l11n1 J.;-ahn \\'a:-:-t•l'Jtlall, . \h raham 

I, Ii nordli 11g, 1·, . \ bra ha Ill :\It •\ l'I', 11 ;Ulll:t h l•:it-hholz Snl'l 11 •11-

hurg, .·aral1 Stt •rna u ll1•1·g, .Julia (;an:-, .Jni-l'()h Jl ir:-c·h, 

Sophit• l,lvi11, l<l:t Sll'lll. 
Fri. ,\ , at .. 111·,•. :!I•:!:.: l:al' lwl 

1•: 111:lllt11•l \\'i11P l:t1Hlt-1·. ~ l'l lit • :\1 . 

:'ll<'ii<lt J,-.111!11, L11tt1 ' ."-t1>"hat1lll , t'la1·a 

1,:1 it•l. 

11 a 1111, I f pJ.•11 l •' l l'i:-lwr, 
] )j],-J11•i 1111'1', l•'J'l•(ll l'it-1,;t 

Opp ·11lwi11H'I·, ('Iara J,. 

Fri.,\ ~11t.. H t• <' ::t. ,fa11. I: Eclwar1l T,, ll a:-s, c:uslan• J,. 

11\i, rl111. l•:rlw:1nl llt- rzl11 l'J.!., .\ rn1•lia Lang,-f'<'lfl, l saa,· Sillgl'r, 

11, l'lll:1 Jill \\ ' r•ht• I", Hd I~ l•:i<'lll'IIJ.!, l't ' l ' ll, Solnlllflll 1 >rl'i ru-. , 

.)11,-;,•J>h .\lnrrb, S11!0111011 lt flt h :-1'11il<l , 'l'hc•o1Jo1 ·l' \\' l'il, 1•:ma11111·l 

\ 'a11 llaah-11, l•';11111i1• I >ali-i1111 ·1·, Lf'flJ>olcl Li i-l11·rg,•r, . 'ophi :1 

J l 11ffma11, l:-aa1 · H . .'l ·i ll. 



/ ESOLUTION OF THE BOARD ADOPTED NOV. 18 

/ Kl t the reque t of the Executive Boal'<l of the nion 

/ of American Hebrew ong-rcg-ations and of Mr. dolph 

Rosenberg', Pre. ident, the Board of Trust •t•s of Reform 

'onµ;reg-ation K •n •. eth Israel met on Thun;aday. o-

vember 1 , 194;3 to consider and take action conct•rninµ; 

the R . olutions adopted by the American Jt>wish ('011-

ft•rcnce in cw York ity, September 2, 194:( After an 

extended and free discussion of the prohlenu; involved, 

the Board, by an almo. t unanimow, volt•, adopl(•d thl' 

Resolution. herewith submitted: 

"WIIEHE\~. till' l•:x,·t·u ti\"l' Board ,,f \lw l·11i1111 111' .\1 11,•1·i­

t·:111 llt'l)n•w ('r,11g-rpgatio11s in .)11111•. l!Jt::, 1·:tlifil'rl ;ind ;idnpt, ·d 

th, · f1>llowi11g 'l>eclaration of l'1·i11!'iplt•s·: 

1. '"l'nJ\ ision shall hl' 111:t<l,• for largt ·-:-:!':tl,· i11111iig1·:1 

t ion into l'all•stint' n·1-nllakd i11 co1>\H'l":tlio11 with tlw ,J1 ·11i:-:l1 

.\ gplll'~· fo,· l'ah•sti11e hy s11<"11 n, t·Olll't•1·t of natio11s a,-; ;-hall 

he 1•:-: t,tlllislw<l a flt•r t ht • w:u· . 

:!. "l':tlt•s li11,• sh:tll 1"\•111:till \lll<lt'r lilt· sl, ·war<l~-d,ip .. r thi. · 

t ·<> 111 ·t'rl ,,r 11alio11s until it xhall ht•,·01111• p1>:-::-:il>lt• t" , •:-: t : tldi:-:IJ 

st'lf-g11,·t•n111H"llt without jp,,parclizi11g th,• rights 11r st:1111s ,,r 
any group in l'alt>:-:lin •. 

:1. ··su<-11 a g'O\'t•l'llllWlll :-:hall 111' t1t•IJl<HT:tli,· ;111<1 lll>ll ­

St'( 0 larian, 11wcl('llt•cl upon tht' go,·1•r1111w11ts of th,· dt ·1111wr:1ti, · 

11atio11s. Tlwre shall ht• t·ompl<•IP st •ti:11·atio11 or ('h11r!'h a1HI 

StatP. '!'lit• i11 , ·iola hili t~· o[ I lw 1 !<,ly 1 'l;\t·l' S of 1111 • \ a riou :-: 

religions s hall IH• g-uaranlt•<•cl; 

"\XU \\' IIEHE .\~. tlw , \ nwri1·an .ft-wish ( 0 1111r, ,r, •111 •, ·. 1>11 

S1•pt<•111l1p1· :!, ]!11:1, a<lopt1 •d ;t 'llt•1·la1·a lin11 011 l'alt ·:-:ti1w· in th,· 

p111 ·suit or its ol,jp1•th<• for tlw rt •t·r·t•;tlion and t•:-:tahli:-:l111w111 

or a .11 •\\· ixh ('llmmll1n,·t·alth. an,l <l1•111an1ling th, · ,·011lnd ,,1 

i111111igr:tliot1 11~· till' .Jpwish .\ g1•ll<'Y; 

" ,\1111 \\'IIEHI•: .\~, wlwn Uw 1 ·11i11n 111-l'id, ·d \11 p :1rtil·ip:1l1 · 

i11 tl1l' rlPliht•r;ttions or tht' ,\111(•1·it-a11 .J1·wi:-:h <'ot1rl'J°l ' t11 ·, · ii 

<litl so i 11 :t1Tonl;1 t1t·1• with I h,• rnllowing I :1 •:-:1 ,I tt t io11 :t dnpt , ·rl 

h~· tlw 1,;x •t·uli\'\• BP:1nl fill .\J ll"il I, l\lt:l: 

''lll•:SOL\' l•:1>, That WP :ulhl'r<' to llw . \111t·ri,·:111 .J, \\i:-:lt 

('0111'1•n•n1·1• (".\:-<:-<l0 tlll1ly,' as it wa:-s tlwn <·:1ll1 •tl) with th, · 

r, •:-:,·n·a ti,,11 that th1 · l 'nion or .\ nwric:111 llt•f11 ·1•\\' <"011gr,·g:1-

lio11s :-:l1:ill 1101 h, • ho1t111l 11\ tl11 • , ·011d11:-:i11n:-: llf tltt• \111, •ri, ·: 111 

.ft•\\· i:-:11 ( .\:-: s1"1n l,l~) t'11t1ft•i°·,•11t·t• without r:1tiri,· , lli11t1 I,~ th• · 

1,;-.;1•1·111i\1• Board or tht• l '11i1>t1 .. \ :-: pt •t'i:tl n1t •1•ti11g ,,r th, · 

l•:xt •1·t1li\'t' Board 1'01· Slll'h ]lltrp11:-:,· :-:lrn ll )Ip 1·; 111, d :1s :-:111,11 

ax po:-;:-:ihl,· art, ,,. tltt• :11ljo111·1111H"nl of th,· . \t111· rit-:111 .I,\\ i:-:h 

L \ :-:s1•1t1hl.\) < '0111"t•1·1•1H·t •; 

··. \11(] \\ h1•r1 •a ,, lht• 1,;Xl'l'll tht' 1:11:inl ,,r lilt• l 't1iot1 Oil ()1'10 -

lll't' ::, 1111:l, in:-<tt'ad of n •-afli1"111ing tilt· ' llt •t·l; 11 ·: 1tiPt1 of l'1·i11, · i­

pl, ·:-:· :ulnp(ptl l,y ii in .J1t111•, 1\11:\. and n •l'using 111 1·.i tif~ 111· 

:1 ,·1 ·, •pl th,· 'llt•1·lar:tli1111 on--+':-rl1·:-:ti11,·' :1,loptt•d l,y tht· . \111, ·t·i­

";111 .lt •\\"i:-:h ('11t1f, •1·1•1l( 0
(' ,,n St •plt'llll1t •r :!. 1:11:1, n r, rt, ·d th, 

ixs11,· to 11\1' 11t>x\ Bit•1111ial ('nu111'il 111' th,• l ' 1>i1111 \\ith i11-

:-: tnwtio11:-: lo l':l('h ('011gr1 •g;1lio 11 lo appoint dvl<"gat, •s t11 that 

< •,,111wil t11 Ynlt • 011 :-:aid i:-:s11, ·; 

". \11<1 \\'111-:HE .\S, \\·<·. tin· Board of Tn1st1·('x ,,,- 1:1,:vu1::\r 

C'O:'\c; l!I•:<; .\'1'10?\ l,1,::-.;1,;s 1,:T1 I ISIL\ 1,:1,. 111' I 'hilarlt•lphi:1, 

l'a., l1t·lit •\ ' t• :-<twh al"lion of thP l•:x<'t·t1li, .. Bnanl 11f th1· l '11i1,11 

111 . \1111 •1·it ·;1 11 fJpl,t ·t•\\' ('011gr,•gati1111:-: or ()!'[r,111 •1· :i. 1!11::. 1,, 

h;t\'t• h, •t·ll ill-arl\'i:-:l'd a11<l h;ir1111'ul lo th, · l11 •x l i11t, · r1•:-:t s 11r till' 

l ' 11ir,11, and of Ht•form .Judai:-sm in , \111,•rit-a; 

":\o\\, '1'1!1•rdort•, 111• it l{ESOI.\ EU: 

I) That W<' h<•r,·hy appro\·<' awl rat ii'~· !ht • ' 1 >t·t ·lar:t li1111 

11r l'ri1wipl<·s· a1lopt1·,l 11>· llw 1•:x,•1·11li\P Jloard or th,· l '11i1111 

1>f .\n11 ·rit-an ll l'l1n•w ('011gn•g:1lio 11 s .l111w, l\tt:1, a11<1 di :-a p-

111·11,1• th<· · 11, •1·l:1ration ,,n l'alPxliJ!t' 0 :1d11ptPd I, ., tlw . \1111 ril':111 

,11°\\"i:-:h ('11l11°t'rt•ll('t' St•ptt 'JlllH•I' :!, l!ll:l; 

:!) Th:11 w, , urg,• 1111• 1'1·,•si d1 ·11l of th,, t ·11i1111 11r .\ 1111 t' it':t11 

llt"lir1 •w l'rmgn•g-:itions to r1•t·on,P11P lh p l•:xt·< ·uth·<' H11;11·rl 

;ts :-:r,011 as 1·1•a:-:01111hly po:-:xilllt• , i11 ordt·t· lh:tl it t1ta~ t t•,·1111 -

sid1•1· ii:-: at"lir,n of Ot'!ol1t ·1· :l, 1!11:l, and inst,·ad ad ,pt a 1:, ·:-:11 111 

li1111 Xilllil:tr lo tlta\ lwr, •ill st;t(p(l :111d l:tkt• s11.-J1 l°lll'll11·1· 

:ll'tio11 in suppt,rt tlu·1 ·, ·11i' :t s t11 ti;,. t•:x,•1·11th,· 1:,,a1<1 111:,~ 

S1'l'lll l)l"Ul) •r." 



RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, 0, 0, 

ROOEI" SHALOM TEMPLE 

Dr. Abba H. Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

l"IFTH ANO MOREWOOO AVENUES 

PITTSBURGH. PA. 

December 6, 1943 

I am writing in response to your letter of 
December 4th and I am trying to persuade you to reconsider 
your reaction to the results achieved at the meeting of 
rabbis held in Cincinnati on Tuesday, November-JO. First, 
as to the men who were present. There were about twenty 
rabbis representing all shades of opinion from Heller and 
Felix Levy to Lazaron and Binstock. I was present at the 
meeting and presided. The meeting lasted for about e·ght 
hours. It was arduous but ending up in complet agreement. 

That ·n itself is a valuable achievement 
first of all for the Union which must be our most immediate 
concern and secondly, for the great issues which concern the 
Jews in America and all over the world. If we have arrived 
at an agreement on this matter, it may well be that the whole 
determined anti-Zionist effort of the American Council for 
Judaism will lose its chief motivating impulse. The members 
of the American Council have argued that the Union, the 
College, and the Conference have forced them unjustly and 
undemocratically to the acceptance of doctrines which they 
reject. I believe this feeling of theirs that in our own 
institutions they were being unjustly treated is the real 
impulse for all their nation-wide campaign. If, therefore, 
we take away from them the sense of being oppressed, the 
whole campaign may very well diminish and everyone (American 
Judaism, Palestine, and the American Jewish Conference) will 
all in the long run gain. 

The next question is whether an unjust price 
was paid to achieve this subsidence of b·tterness. I do not 
think so. The anti-Zionists felt that the only just action 
would be for the Union to follow the American Jewish Committee 
and leave the American Jewish Conference. This demand of 
theirs was completely overcome and I am glad to say they are 
content with the result. I do not believe that this new 
resolution is in essence different from the resolution which 



Dr. Abba H. Silver 
December 6, 19h3 
Page 2 

was passed by the Executive Board of the Union at its last 
meeting when you were present. The new resolution instead 
of recommending postponing the discussion of the Palestine 
Resolution makes a definite statement with regard to it now. 
While the statement says that the Union, bet ng impartial on 
the matter of Zionism, cannot associate itself with the demand 
for a commonwealth and the exclusive Jewish control of immi­
gration, it also states clearly the entire Philadelphia 
resolution and the New Orleans resolution which plainly 
come out strongly for full unrestricted immigration, the 
up-bui.lding of Palestine in the spirit of the Balfour 
Declaration, etc. It is of course debatable whether this 
part of the resolution would be better from the Zionist 
point of view than the original indeterminate resolution or 
not. While it is clearer as to the two elements in the 
resolut·on with which the Union being undecided on the 
question of Zionism cannot associate itself, it is on the 
other hand much more definite as to the parts of the 
Palestine Resolution with which it is in hearty accord 
and in regard to which it will work for full implementation. 

The second part of the new resolution is all to 
the good. Whereas the original resolution passed at the 
Executive Boa.rd meeting of the Union was vague about our 
adherence to the American Jewish Conference, this resolution 
declares unequivocally (it was on my insistence) that we 
adhere to the American Jewish Conference. 

Substantially the resolut·on j_s equivalent to 
those adopted by the Council of Jewish Women and the Labor 
group while it is opposite to that adopted by· the American 
Jewish Committee which withdrew from the Conference. Let 
me add also that this resolut·on will come before the 

l Executive Board of the Union for discussion. I hope that 
when it comes, you will see your way clear to support it. 

It may be that we have not achieved peace after 
all, but it may well be that we have and if we have, we have 
done a great job for all causes dear to us. 

As ever, 

~~ 

SBF:GK 
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Dr. bba Iillel Silver 

0leveland, Ohio 

r .. y dear Doctor: 

s yet I have not received your respo.se to t he le ter sent out 
by the Comnittee on Soli~itation of Funds of t he ventral Conference 
of American Rabbis. Because of t he needs of the Conference and be­
cause I am ea er to set a new recedent I am writi11P' to you ,ersonally 
to as for your cooper tion. I am very eaP,e~ to do justice to this 
job for t l e reasons wh ich are knovn to you • . e already have pled ed 
~150,000 to the pension .. lan and an additional .;10 , 000 per year 
toward it. ·~e also l,ave our rem.ilar loa to c rry in connection 11ith 
relief to rabb is who are old or ill and tc the wido s and orr} ans of 
our colleallue~ who have assed away. 

Here in 1 · ltim0re lan to send a letter either to l CO or more 
of t' e congre ation who can ell affor--1. to make contri utions or 
pos sibly to tl .e entire membership of t t e con,Q"regation. If Lazaron 
and Shaw will join with me, we will se11d letters to members of all 
three of our con ~re ,at ions. I already 1 ave writ en to them a skin., 
t~em to make t his a peal jointly. 

I prepared a letter wb ich can be printed on the stationary of our 
committee and hich cnn be sent to m~mbers of a ll our con~re ations 
over tl e si.,:,:n ture o the local r ob bi . t your request I will be very 

lad t o ave i,urc 1 . .)on T-rint a r.any a s you desire to send. If you 
feel that you should not send this .etter to your 0mbers, I will be 
very r:lad to sand letters int e name of our co .r-,;.ttee to any number 
of mem ers of .rour co egation whose narres you care to send me. I 
would only re uest that you rerrit ~e to rr.ention t he f ct rat this cause 

has your a roval and t :~a t you are t e vice-pre. i ent of t e Central 
Conf ererce o j~meri...,an Rabbis w ich is makin the appeal. 

In the event t at you ... ould rat er ave t b. is request come from 
}el, I would be very ha~py to work with him . 

farmest ersonal reetin s. 

Faithfully yours, 

~ 
braham Shusterraan 
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MINUTES OF THE ,IBETHIG OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CO .. t~ITTEE OF THE JUSTICE 

AND PEACE cor. "ISSION OF THE CENTRAL COHFEit,:,.JCE OF A:l:RICAir RABBIS HELD 

AT ST.LOUIS, UISSOUH.I, ON t,!ONDAY, JAdUARY 10, 1944 

The meeting w2.s called to order at 9: 30 a . m., Rabbi Isscrnan presiding. 
Present also ·1·rere Robbis Fran, Goodmn and I:h::cndrath. I:xcuses for not being 
able to attend were received .fron Rabbis Jacob Hcinstein, Julian Feibelman, 
Julius ·~Iark and Arthur Lelyvcld. The Chairnan reported that the second edition 
of the statcnent on Judais1.1 and a Just anC.: Enduring Peace has been alnost 
exhausted ,;11" ich ncans that approximately 20,000 copies of the statenent have 
been put into circul ation. Regularly calls nrc coning in fron libraries of 
comnunities , of colleges nnd of universities . Occasionally, too , Rabbis and 
laymen order copies for study groups . 

The Chnirmn reported that nhile in Jerusalem ln::;t '"'unmer he conferred 
vri th Professor Glue cl~ .:md Dr . Uagnes about trnnsla tion of the statenent into 
Hebrew. Dr. lhgnes agreed to look after it and he V!as authorized by the 
Chairr.ian to spend up to 0200 . Dr . L'!ngnes stated th2t the Jerusalem Reform 
Congregation ,;10uld serve as the ~gency for distributing it . The Chairr:1an 
reported th2t he believed this translation had been completed ~lthouGh no 
copy had bocn yet received by o.nyone in this Country . Professor Gluecl~ paid 
Dr . Uagnes about .,.,100 for the printing nnd translation and Professor Glueck 
hns been r c iDbursed out of Conference funds . 

As recor.u~ended by the Conference, the Cor:t~itte e this yc~r r esolved to 
work throu ,h the following subcon"1ittces : 1) tho Cor.1Dittee on Post-Yfar Recon­
struction . 2) the Co:mr.1ittce on Labor nnd Industrial Relations . 3) the 
Cor.1.~ittee on hace Relations . 4) the Cor.1r.1ittce on Civil Liberties . 5) the 
Cori1?1ittee 01 Agriculture . All other Conr.tlttccs vrill not function this year . 
The Chairnnn vms authorized to appoint these Cor.i."Jittecs . These appointnonts 
will be appended to this report. 

The Adr..inistrative Cor.1;-1ittcc expressed vrholehc[l_rtcd approval of the 
statcuent on the lforo.l Bases of Peace is surd under the auspices of · the 
Synagogue Council of A~erica, the Federation of Churchc~ of Chris t, and the 
tfo.tional Co..tholic Ylclfarc Council . It regrets, ho,·1cvor, thnt the Connission 
on Justice :J.nd Peac o VJhich r epresents the Ccnbrci l Conference of Ar.icrican 
Rabbis rms not c:illcd into consultation by the.: Syn:i.goguc Council about the 
statc. 1cnt . In:J.snuch as the Central Conference of Anerican Rabbis is a 
constituent of tlL Synagogue Council 2.nd Centrnl Confer ence of Anerican 
Rc.bbis "pprov.:-.1 is needed for the actions of the Synagogue Council, it was 
the consensus of the r --c ting that the Cowm.ission should h.1ve been consulted . 
It vms novcd ~nd carried that the Chairrun of the Conr.1ission r eq1 est the 
President of the Confer i:nc l! to write to the President of the Synagogue Coun­
cil ir.forning hin th~t .:111 Dr'.1 tt ers on Penc e and 1Justico brought before the 
Synagogue Council on which action is to bo t.:ikcn should be referred to the 
Justice and Pence Coi:inission f or consideration and coopcr~tion . 

The Alton L0vy Caso was discussed and the r ecoi:1r1endation of Rabbi 
Lelyvcld th:,.t not:1ing b ~ done about it was acc epted . Alton LeV'J has now 
been releas ed fro::i confine:1.ent .:md ,·rants no pers onal vindicP..tion . He vrants 
his case to be dropped unless it can s crv2 a s the !!lcdiun of ending Jin Cro,;1-
isr:i in the ..\r;.zy- . 

The Adru.nistrativc Conr.ittee went on record in accordanc e with decla­
rations of the Confercnc in favor of the cli:::1ino.tion of Jir.i Crovrisn in the 
Armed Forces . It supports the Lynn Case and urges cooperation with the 
appeal v1hich eventually v1ill be P1c1.de to the Suprene Court . 

The n..1.ttcr of fe eding Europe ' s hungry children in occupied lands Yras 
broubht up on co:munication fron the organization sponsoring the Gillette­
Taft Resolution . It v:as decided to nsk the Joint Distribution Cor.n:iittee for 
inforr.ntion on the v1holc situ:ition . lo cor.-rr. itr:tent -vw.s to be nadc until such 
infor-u tion vm,~ forthco:nng . 

The C1 airr.1."ln proposed h.:it a series of l ectures b., Jc ·:ish Scholars to 
inpler.10nt the statc:1cr!t of principles of tl c /~nerican Institute be sponsorc 
by the Justice and Peac ~ Cor.·1ission and th::t these lectures b e . ..,ivcn in a 
nunb cr of co. nuni tics and subsequently be published in ool( for:-.1 :1s a contri-
bution of the Con'Li.ssion to the thinking on just and enduring peace . This 
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proposal v;.:i s unaninously approved. The follov,inc subj ects and t entative 
speakers were suggested: 

The RcliGious Basis of Peace - A.H. Silver 
The Inter-Faith Basis - S. B. Freehof 
The Political Basis 

1) World Organization - Mnx Lerner 
2) Colonies and E::ipires -- U. J. Pfeffe r 
3) Universal Bill of Rights -- Paul Freund 

The Economic Bnsis - lfordccni Ezekiel 
Labor in the Post-War World - Sidney Hillnan 
The Racial Bc1sis -- f!aldo Frank 
The Jevr in the 1f orld Scene -- J. R. Ii arcus 
The Jew in Europe -- Jacob Robinson 
Palestine - Janes G. Heller 

These ~anes Ymre tentative. It vms suggested that the lecturer invited 
read the Institute StJ tenent on his particul'lr subject nnd mke a pres entation 
in "greencnt v,ith the principles enunciated by the Institute . 

It vms suggested that the s e lectures be held in the follov1ing places or 
con.r:iunities: 1) New York City -- the Jcv1ish Institute of Religion, 2) Brooklyn, 
3) Boston, 4) Rochest er (ns a tribute to Horac e ~olf), 5) Baltinorc (as a 
tribute to Zd Isr.:i.el), 6) Detroit, 7) St. Louis, 8) Cincinnati - Hebrew Union 
College, 9) Dallas, 10) Chic"go, and 11) S n Frnncisco or Los /1.nge l es. 

It WrJS likewise suggested th"t vrhere f en.sible these l ectures be given 
at a religious service and thtt so~c represent'ltivc of the Con.~ission be on 
hand to explain the state~cnt and the purpose of the lecture. The Chairman 
was authorized to proce ed with the arrange:-:ient of the lecture s eries. 

The Adninistrative Con.--:ti.ttce discussed the need for materials on 
Educ~tion for Justice J.nd Peace in the religious schools. The Con..~ittee 
resolved to sponsor the publication of t,,10 books, one on Anerican Jews who 
have :1ade contributions to social justice a nd peace. This could b e used in 
the lower grndes of the r 0ligious schools. A:-iong the n !11.es ::1cntioned for 
inclusion in such £1. book were: Sabb1.t.:i. .!or2.is, S .O.Levenson, Sar:mel Go;"lpcrs, 
Murray Se:'.songood, Nathan Strauss, Lillian Vlald, Epstein ( the old age secur­
ity r:tan), Julius tlos envmld (Negro Educ.:ttion), Filenc (coop2r~ ives), Uriah P, 
Levy (flogeing in the N::i.vy); Lubin, Henry Cohen, Lev1is D. Br-:1ndeis, Frank­
furt e r (Sacco :.nd Vanzetti), Stephen S. ,i'.'ise ( tvrelve-hour vreek), etc., etc. 

In addition it was also noved thnt another t cxtboolr on :.1cr 'l l principles 
and the problems of l.1.bor, industry, c:1. griculturc and world pe'lce be written 
for use in the higher gr~des, The Co~~ittce expressed the hope th~t the 
Con~ission on Ecluc r: tion cf the Union of Ancricrm Hcbrevr Congregn tions will 
sponsor these public1tions in coopcrntion dnd consultation with the Justice 
and Pe[lce Con::1ission. 

At the noon lunche:on r:iinist crs of the city riet v:ith the Co:;1_"1ission, In 
the evening dinner vws he ld to nhich n er •::: invit ed five Board Hcnb crs of each 
one of the f our Refor:.1 Congregations of th2 city. Thirty-three ~ttended this 
dinner. All the :-1Gnb l]rs of t he Conf er ence in St. Louis were present and every 
Te::i.plo in the city v1.:1s r epres ented. The r,1cnbers of the Adr.tinistrative Con­
mittcc prescnt2d the work of tho Connission to the lay~en present, and inter­
esting discussion followed. The Rabbis were unaninous in upholding the work 
of the Con.7ission. L.'1y opinion was divided, Some repr s entativc l aymen 
expressed thensclvcs in co:1plete support with the work of the Co:rnnission, one 
even volunteer ed to r.nl<e a contribution to it. Other lr1ymen urged caution, 
igrecd with the principles but not with the practice. 

Before the Con1ittee adjourned a nessage on race relations was discussed 
and unaninously approved. The Ch irr.tan was authorized after securing per­
nission fr o~1 the Board of the Conference to arr2nge for its publicntion. 

Please send nc your conncnts and suggestions about these ninut cs. 

F. M. ISSERI.IAN 
Chairman, 
Justice and Peace Cor.t~ission 
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EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF MEETING OF ADlJ ISTRATIVE 
COMMITTEE OF THE JUSTICE AND PEACE CO WISSION OF 
THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS HELD AT 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI ON IONDAY, JANUARY 10, 1944. 

"The Chairman proposed that a series of lectures by Jewish Scholars to imple-
ment the statement of principles of the American Institute be sponsored by the Justice 
and Peace Commission and that these lectures be given in a number of communities and 
subsequently be published in book fonn as a contribution of the Commission to the 
thinking on a just and enduring peace. This proposal was unanimously approved. The 
following subjects and tentative speakers were suggested: 

The Religious Basis of Peace - A.H. Silver 
The Inter-Faith Basis - S. B. Freehof 
The Political Basis 

l) World Organization --Max f.erner 
2) Colonies and .Empire - M. J. Pfeffer 
3) Universal Dill of Rights -- Paul Freund 

The Economic Basis - Mordecai Ezekiel 
Labor in the Post- ar World - Sidney Hillman 
The Racial Basis -- Vialdo Frank 
The Jew in the World Scene - J. 1~. Marcus 
The Je,i in Europe - Jacob Robinson 
Palestine -- James G. Heller 

These names were tentative. It was suggested that the lecturere invited read 
the Institute Statement on his particular subject and make a presentation in agreement 
with the principles enunciated by the Institute. 

It was suggested that these lectures be held in the following places or com­
munities: 1) New York City -- the Jewish Institute of Religion, 2) Brooklyn, 
3) Boston, 4) Rochester (as a tribute to Horace Wolf), 5) Baltimore (as a tribute 
to &i Israel)~ 6) Detroit, 7) St. Louis, 8) Cincinnati -- Hebrew Union College 
9) Dallas, lOJ Chicago, and 11) San Francisco or Los Angeles. 

It was likewise suggested that where feasib]e these lectures be given at a re­
ligious service and that some representative of the Commission be on hand to explain 
the statement and the purpose of the lecture. The Chairman was authorized to proceed 
with the arrangement of the lecture series. 
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January 27, 1944 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

I know that you are very busy and the Administrative Com­
mittee of the Justice and Peace Commission hesitated to 
ask you to do another job. We, however, felt that you were 
the only man to do it for us. 

The enclosed extract is taken from the minutes. As you 
will note, it calls for the holding of a series of lectures 
subsequently to be published, implementing our Statement on 
Judaism and a Just and Enduring Peace. We soould very much 
like to have you initiate that series of lectures by giving 
one on the religious basis of a just and enduring peace. 
The lee ture could be given some time in the month of April. 
Inasmuch as I am chairman of the Commission on Justice and 
Peace and you are to be the first speaker, I should like to 
arrange to have your lecture given in St. Louis where I 
would like to launch the series. I would let you name 
the date. 

We suggested that these lectures might be given at a religious 
service, if feasible. Perhaps you could give it at a ser-
vice on a Friday evening. 

The details are unimportant. The important thj_ng is to re­
ceive your assurance that you will prepare this lecture and 
thus inaugurate our series on the highest level. 

With all good wishes, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

M:AN 

''And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE," haiah 3:-17 
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January 27, 1944 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th Street & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

I know that you are very busy and the Administrative Com­
mittee of the Justice and Peace Commission hesitated to 
ask you to do another job. ·e, however, felt that you were 
the only man to do it for us. 

The enclosed extract is taken from the minutes. As you 
will note, it calls for the holding of a series of lectures 
subsequently to be published, L~plementing our Statement on 
Judaism and a Just and Enduring Pe(lce. We should very much 
like to have you initiate that series of lectures by giving 
one on the religious basis of a just and enduring peace. 
The lecture co 1ld be given so:ne time in the ·rt.onth of April. 
In=1.s.!ID.lch as I am chairman of the Commission on Justice 
and Peace and you ar~ to be the first speaker, I should like 
to arrange to have your lecture given in St. Louis where I 
would like to launch the series. I ?.Ould let you name the 
date. 

We suggested that these lectures might be given at a religious 
service, if f P.asible. Perhaps you could give it at a service 
on a Friday evening. 

The details are unimportant. The important thing is to re­
ceive your assurance that you will prepare this lecture and 
thus inaugurate our series on the highest level. 

With all good wishes, I reI!lain, 

Sincerely yours, 

Ferdinand .Isserman 

co ied 4/4/44 

''And the work of JUSTI E hall be PEACE." Isaiah 32-17 
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SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, Pr iJent 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-Prl~itlu1 t 
Jeveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, T1easurcr 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, A ~mi n i-t?athe ecr t ary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIONEY L . REGNER, F inancia l ec reta ry 
Rcadinll, Pa. 

Dear Abba: 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH. PA . 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N . BAZELL, Loni ~villt , Ky. 
MAURICE J . BLOOM, • ewburgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP D. BOOKSTABER, H urri~burg, Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUOE, P r1w idencl', R. ]. 
JAMES G . HELLER , incin nati, Ohio 
JULIUS MARK , • a ~hvill , 'f 11 11. 

ALBERT G . MINOA. Min nutpq) j ' Y i n n. 
LAWRENCE w. SCHWARTZ, White P lain~. ~ - Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN , BultimorP, .,1 t1 . 
PHINEAS SMOLLER , J , pli n, Mo. 
HARR Y J . STER • ~ •• ( n•rcn l. nnada 
SIONEY S . TEOESCHE , !'rPuk h n , N . Y. 

Pebruary 9, 1944 

·when I heard , a month or so ago, that Beth Israel Congregation of Hous t on, 
Texas , had prepared a resolution of protest--really a 11bill of complaint"--
ag. inst ~he Central Conference of American Rabbis , I decided to wait until I 
received an official copy from the Congregation and then to answer in behalf of 
the Conference in a letter addressed to the Con 0 regation . 

A week or so ago I received the "bill of complaint" (in the form of a set 
of resolutions), but I also discovered, to my surprise, that the Congregation, 
simultaneously with sending the resolution to me, sent it to every Board member 
of every Reform congregation. This is clearly an act of discourtesy to the Con­
ference. Since the "bill of complaint" was addressed to the Conference, surely 
it should have been sent first to the Conferen e and an opportunity given us to 
answer it before it was publicized by the Congregation. I wrote to the president 
of the Congregation and asked hi:r.i why he did not give us the courtesy of an oppor­
tunity to answer the "bill of complaint" before he published it. I received no 
response to this question. 

I am now writing to you for your advice as a mi.,mbor of the Executive Board . 
I did not and I still do not intend to aggravate the dispute. The Congregation 
may be brought to a more balanced point of view if we are patient; but it seems 
to me, now that the Congregation has broadcast an attack on the Central Conference, 
that it is my duty not only to answer the Congregation, but to publish my answer. 

Hill you check your opinion on the enclosed postal-cu.rd and send it to me at 
once? I am enclosing a copy of the ans,ver ·which I am going to send the C ong;regation. 
If you v1ish to write to me more fully about it, I shall be happy to hear from you. 

Please answer at once because I do not \lish to de lay this matter . I sha.11 not 
even send the response to Houston until I hear from you. 

Sincerely , 

PRESIDEJ T; 
C~iTRA.L CO F'E,RE.-JCE OF AJ ._, RICA1 RABBIS 
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COMMITTEE ON ARMY AND NAVY RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 

of the 

nation~! JewiJh W.f/are Board 
220 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, I, N. Y. 

OFFICERS 

Frank L. Weil, Prtsid•nt 
Major Lloyd W. Dinkelspicl, Viu-Pr•sid•nt 
Mrs. Walter E. Heller, Viu-Presidut 
Carl M. Loeb, Jr., Vice-President 
Walter Rothschild, Vice-President 
Mrs. Felix M. Warburg, Vice-Presid•nl 
Max Wilner, Treasur•r 
Merwin R. Haskel, Assistant Treasurer 
Jo eph Rosenzweig, Secrtllary 
Ralph K. Guinzburg, Assistant Secrdary 
Lowa Kraft, Ex•cutiu, Dir,ctor 

ARMY and NAVY COMMITTEE 

Walter Rothschild, ChairmH 
Col. Max R. Wainer, Vici-Chairman 
Benjamin Rabinowitz, Dir•ctor 

Committee on Army end Navy 
Religious Activities 

Rabbi David de Sola Pool, Chairman 
Rabbi llarnctt R. Brickner, 

Administrative Chairman 
Rabbi Louis M. Levitsky, Vice-Chairmau 

a11d Chairman Executir>e Committ~e 
Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Vic,;-Cltoir11w,, 
Chaplain Max A. Braude 
Rabbi Max D. Davicbon 
Rabbi William Drazin 
Rabbi Solomon B. Frechof 
Chaplain Joshua L. Goldberg, USNR 
Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein 
Rabbi Robert Gordis 
Rabbi Abram M. Granison 
Rabbi James G. Heller 
Rabbi Leo Jung 
Rabbi Simon G. Kramer 
Rabbi Leon S. Lang 
Chaplain Aryeh Lev 
Rabbi Joshua Loth Liebman 
Rabbi Edgar F. MagniD 
Rabbi Elias Margolu 
Lt. Col. A. A. Melnicker 
Chaplain Bernard Segal 
Lt. Col. Morton A. Seidenfeld 
Chaplain Charles E. Shulman, USNR 
Rabbi Milton Steinberg 
Rabbi Elkan C. Voonaqer 

Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein 
Execuh11e Dir.etor 

Dr. Solomon B. Freehof 
4905 Fifth AvE11ue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dear Sol: 

lrvin1 Lehman, Honorary P11sid1nl 

Febru _ 18, 19~ 

I preSJ.me that you are alreoo.y engaged in giving thought to 
the rrogram of the mxt CC'AR conference. ' y I take the 
liberty of suggesting that you give adequate opportunity for 
a presootation BY the chanlains of their v1a-k. You will re­
call that last year there· was some confusion in the arrange­
nents which pre~ted the chaplains fran receiving the 
necessary time ani consideration. I m:uld suggest that this 
year the program be givEl'l over entirely to the chaplains, 
themselves, and also that the effort be made to lif t it 
above the recounting of experiences. 1:erhaps a discussicn 
might be centered around the actual spiritual and ethical 
values errerging from the war - and their opposites -
mich will affect the lives of Jews and the work ~rabbis 
in the post war era. This will give the cha.plains an oppor­
tunity to tell of their experiences and observaticns but 
Will direct them toward sone deeper thinld.ng for ,vhich, 
perhaps., now we are beg:inning to be ready. 

•'i th kind regards, 

s· rely, 

I 

PHILI s. B STEJN 

MEMBER OF THE UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, Inc. (USO) 
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SOLOMON B . FREEHOF, Prc,-idEnt 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER , Vice-Pre. idu1t 
CJ veland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, rreasu1 r 
t. Paul, Minn. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON , Ac!mini-u ac~ .. S,crt:tal y 
Macon, Ga. OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE SIDNEY L . REGNER , F inandal t'Cft'tary 
Reading, Pa. 

PITTSBURGH. PA. 

February 22, 1944 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

Enclosed is a letter from Philip 
Bernstein. If you approve of it (and 
if we haven't already arranged some­
thing like this) we might very well 
do what he suggests . What do you 
think about it? 

As ever, 

sbf/ls 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N . BAZELL , Loui:;\'ilk, Ky. 
MAURICE J . BLOOM , • ewburgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP D . BOOKSTABER , Harrisburg, Pa. 
WILLIAM G . BRAUOE , Pro,idenCl, R. ]. 
JAMES G . HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIUS MARK , Na hville, T nn. 
ALBERT G . MINOA , Minmnpoli-, l\linn. 
LAWRENCE w . SCHWARTZ, White Plain~. N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN , Baltimore, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER , Jq1Jin, Mo. 
HARR Y J . STERN , l\lt ntrea), anada 
SIDNEY s . TEDESCHE, l':,)oklyn .•. Y. 



Dr. ·so10110n B. rreebof, 
4905 Fifth Ayenue, 
Pl tt sburgb I Pa. 

My dear Sol: 

rebruary 25, 1944 

Bem■tetn•a augge■tton 1e a good one, bat 
here ln the oonf erenoe progra oan Jou 

put in another ••••ton dnoted to the wort 
of the Ohaplaln■T It aeema to me that the 
nro~ ta already orowded. 

1th 11 good a ner 

Youre, 

HS:IIX 



SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, President 
Pitt11bur1th, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY 6 . MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON , Adrnini trative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, 1'1nancial Secretary 
Readin&', Pa. 

Dear Colleague: 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

llX!:CUTIVll BOARD 

SOLOMON N . BAZELL, Louisvill~. Ky. 

MAURICE J . BLOOM, Nl'wbur1th, N. Y. 
PHILIP 0. BOOK9TABllR, Harrisbur , Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Providence, R. 1. 
JAMES G . HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIU~ MARK, Nashville, Tenn. 
ALBERT G. MINDA, Minn apolis, Minn. 
LAWRENCE w. SCHWARTZ , Whitt> ]'Jama, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Ualtimure, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J. STERN , Montreal, C1rnada 
SIDNEY S. TEDli&CHE , Urooklyn, N. Y. 

March 15, 1944 

As you undoubtedly lmow, the Beth Israel Congrega­
tion of Houston drew up resolutions of protest against 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis. Instead of 
sending these resolutions first to me as President of 
the Conference, and thus giving me a chance to answer 
them, they sent them to all th8 Board members of all the 
Reform Congregations simultaneously with or evon before 
sending them to mo. 

Had the resolutions beon sent to me, I would have 
answered them in a private letter to the Houston Congre­
gation, and thus would have been able to avoid further 
disturbance of th0 peace in American Reform Judaism by 
public disputations. 

However, since tho Both Israel Congregation madn a 
public manifesto of their r0solutions against the Confer­
ence, I counselled with the Executive Board, and the Board 
voted seventeen to two that I should send our answer to the 
same Board members to whom the Houston Congregation sent 
its protests. This is now being done. I am also sending 
you a copy of my response in behalf of the Conference . 

I hope that this exchange of open letters will end 
the controversy, at least for the present. 

With best wishes, 

SBF:GS 
Enc. 

Sincerely, 

r /J (J .,_-=t; ; 
~ ( ✓/7-UA,7 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, President 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
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SOLOMON B . FREEHOF, Pr sitlent 
Pitt ·burgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-I'rl•t<idtnt 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, T1 :l.' urer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, At.mini , t1:11ive SLcr tar 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L . REGNER , financial 'ecrt>ta1 Y 
R ading, Pa. 

Dear Colleague: 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA . 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N . BA1.ELL , Louh,vill , Ky. 

MAURICE J . BLOOM, ' ewburgh, N. Y, 
PHILIP D. BOOKSTABER , Harrisburg, Pa. 
WILLI A M G . BRAUOE , Providence, R. J. 
JAMES G . HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIUS MARK , Nashvill . Tenn. 
ALBERT G . MINOA , Minn apoli , Minn. 
LAWRENCE w . SCHWARTZ, White Plain~. :-1 . Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN , Baltimore, :'\1<1. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER . Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J . STERN , :'\kntreal, anada 
SIDNEY s. TEOESCHE . !Jrooklyn, •. Y. 

March 31, 1944 

Last year the Conference paid the railroad expenses to the 
conference sessions of those members of the Conference uho were 
ohnplains. 

It would be nice if ,·1e could do it agnin, but unfortunately 
the Conference is, for the first time in many years, an indigent in­
stitution. We have gi"len away all of our ':to lief Fund ($125,000.00) 
to the Pension Fund. For a number of yeurs we shall ha.ve to be 
extremely economical and avoid unnecessary cor.n. ittoo meetings. etc. 

Before deciding about paying th0 railrorn fnre of the 
chaplains, I asked Margolis. our Tre asurer• and Ego ls on. the Sec­
retary of our Chaplaincy Committee, to estirnato how much it would 
cost if we contributed $50.00 to the travel ing exponsos of each 
chaplain member of the Conference who is still in tho United States. 
The report v1hich I receivod is that it will cost about $3,500.00. 
I run afraid the Conference can't afford it. 

I thought of having the Conforenco D'll\ke a gesture of 
friendship by contributing $25.00 to ench chaplain's traveling 
oxpenses. but thnt looks like a gratuity. It might bo bettor 
simply to tell the chaplains that we regret not being able to pay 
their expenses this year. 

At all events, I should liko you to vote by return mail 
on tho enclosed curd. 

Sincor0 ly, 

,,._. f ~, / 

Solomon B. Frcchof 

SBF:LS 
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SO L OM ON B . FREE H OF, President 
Pitt-;bury h, Pa. 

ABB A H ILLEL Sil.VER, Vice-President 
Cl(•v"111 11d, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, T reasurer 
St. l'aul, .Minn. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

11:XECUTIVI: IIOARD 

SOLOMON N . BAZE L L , Loui!1Ville, Ky. 
MAURI CC J . BLOOM , Nnvburgh , N . Y. 
PHILIP D . BOOKSTABER , Harrisburg, Pa. 
WILLIAM G . BRA UDE, l'rovid nee, R. I. 
J A ME S G H E L LER , inrinnnti, Ohio 
J ULI U<J 1,· • RK, ashville, Tenn. 

)SAA C E . M ARCUSO N , Admini 'ltrative s cretary 
Macon, G . 

OFFICE OF CHAIRMAN 

5017 WASHINGTON AVE. 

ST. LOUIS, (8) MO. 

ALBERT G MINDA, l\Iinn(•npot· • Minn. 
LAWREN CE w. S C HWA RTZ, White Plains, N . Y. 
ABRAHAM SHU STE R M A N , Ualtimure, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLE R , Joplin, Mo. SIDN EY L . R EGNER, Finan ial Secretary 

Reading, Pa. HARRY J . S TE RN , 1ontreal, anada 

Co .'!MISS I ON ON 
J UST I CE A ND P E A C E 

F ERDINAND M . ISSERMAN , CH.'IIRMAt~ 
J ULIUS MARK , VICE- C HAIRM A N 

SIDNE Y S . TEDESC H E, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

A BRI\M V. G OODM N , V ICL C H o\lRMAN 
Apr i l 4, 1944 

A DV.INl'5TRATI VE COMMI T TEE 

M AURI CC N . El!:lE N DRAT H 
L EON FRA M 
L EE J . LC"VINGER 
S A M UEL TEITELBAU M 

GE ERAL COMMISSIO N 

E LM E R B ERGE R 
P HILIP S , B ERNSTEI N 
R UDOLP H I. COFFEE 
A BRAHI\M CRONBACH 
JULIAN 8 . FEIBELMA N 
D AVID FICHMAN 
A DOLPH H. F IN K 
G . GEORGE Fo x 
E R I C F REIDLA ND 
S A M UEL GOLDEN SO N 
A LBERT S. G O LD S TEI N 
M ORRIS GOLDSTEI N 
S I DN EY E. GOLDSTE IN 
R OBERT I . K AH N 
E D W ARD E. K LEI N 
AA RO N H. L EFKOWITZ 
ART HUR J . LEL.YVEL.D 
J ACOB K. SHA N K M A N 
WM . 8 . SILVER M A N 
H E N RY SLONI M SKY 
J A M ES A . W AX 
J ACO B J . W EINSTEI N 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105t h Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

On January 27 I sent you the enclosed let t er 
and I have not heard from you about t his. I should 
like very much to receive your affirmative answer so 
that I can plan for the lec tures . 

Thus f ar I have recei ved acceptances from 
Mordecai Ezeke, Jacob Marcus, James Heller and 
Solomon Freehof, and Nathanial Peff er. 

tm 
Enc. 

With all good wishes, I all, 

Sincp__. 

F. 0/s:rman, Chairman 
Justice and Peace Commission 

''And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." I saia h 3z- 17 



UNION OF RMllRIC/IN 

H~BR~W ~ONGRGGRTION,S ., RABBI MAURICE N . EISENDRATH, DIRECTOR 

THIRTY-FOUR WEST SIXTH STREET • CINCINNATI 2 , OHIO 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

p~jl 7, 1944 

East 105th Street at An~el Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

I want to thank you so very much for your 
cordiality yesterday and for your own conspicuous 
part in giving us so splendid a start in reach.:.11e 
thA quota whicn your men sos ontfneously accep­
ted. I was especially appreci·ttive of the truly 
generous wo~ds of introduction wlich you accorded 
me, and I ,ant you always to ~{now that I \1a~11ly 
reciprocate your Good will and friendship . I ncl 
likewise that vou served ns a splendid example by 
your own personal contribution, as this is one 
9.spe0t of our ca!"t air;n v, 1ich I thlnk we must brine 
to t:1e attention of our colleagues , in view of the 
fact that lavrien do look to us for leadershlp in 
th.:.s a.:.rect:on l:kewise . I ope t at others will 
emulate our eenerous example . 

I hAard so very much from your leaders 
yesterdciy risardins the most gratifying response 
that greeted your several lecturAs on Zionism 
given at the Temple . I am very eager to read 
these and would appreciate it very much if you 
would have ours cretary mail them to me . 

Once again thanking you for your dee ly 
appreciated cooperation, and with warm personal ~ p~ 
greetings, I a.rt, 

Yours nest s ncercl y, 

MNE : SG 

l 
I 
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Rabbi Fe in . Ita 
5017 auhi ton v • 
t. Louie a, o. 

de F rtl, 

rdon t a lon 
. I n~ve en nder 

11 t:i h tn int r month. 
from Clev o tor v r 
of ti 89 S.>n. 

ish I could com?l · 
re u t to tici e int 
t uspic f th a 
and ellv ran i 
the onth t ..>ril. 
l sur& ind if I 

it ia phyaic lly ;o~ ibl 
l iti l r on i ilitio 

on. I comp lled t s 

rin 
re sure 

ve b en y 
since t e be'i 

t ly 
any 

er o the 
t in 

e York d 1n eh1 ton, t. r y t I 
ble to return to Cle land I 

or' or C O con -r r• ion. I 
• un er nd. 

v t to t.e 
t .. t u ill 

ith 11 ood tshe 
proj ot, Ir 1n 

r ucce sin your tine 

oat c 1&.11., y , 

AHS1Bl 



April 20, 1944 

Rabbi 8olo110n B. Fre tt, 
Rodet Shalo Temple, 
4905 ifth • nue, 
1tt burg , . 

J de r 1: 

I enclosing, her th• so e oorre► 
ondence t!'O■ the Je~is Ob ut uqua 
oo1ety. J own eu e tion 1 ■ that•• 

do not 1ng bout 1 t. t do 7ou think? 

• it 11 good wt ehee, I r &in 

ery oord1 lly youre, 

AHSI 



\; L 

bbi Barnett • Brickner 
Euclid i'ftnue T le 
8206 F'4olid A nue 
Clenland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi okners 

April 21, 1944 

I haft attended two or the eti CCAJl Chaplaino7 C ttee 
aince I ha been aident oft CCil, and in both tinge it • clear 
to• that the i• a definite diqrg noe of Tim betw n the C ttee 
and <' .,. en bul principle with ard to the work of the Co ttee. 
I aa writ DOW to at te the nature o! the diYer eno a•• ol arly • I 
can, to put a:,- point or nn before you. Thie di• re nt 1• o 
fund ntal that it -, haft to be decided b7 the oonterenoe, unle , or 
coura , n can co to an reeaent beto • conference. 

The t ter conce o the C t e • I aaked 
the COJllldttff definitely. and I•• eel 70u qain alter the eting waa owr, 
whether it ia po1eibl tor the COM:l.ttee to into tor th Confe nee 
how far tha intend to o in the tu.rt,her procure nt of oh plaina. In other 
worda, wher:a the C t would aq that 1 t baa got n •• _ • ., ... •• 1 t intend• 
to t. 

The cirlllan rabbinat. ia now so reduced in nwaber that th re UT e 
7 •• tor-:t,;7 C01Hr1.-..11C tione which cannot yen et 1-e1111>0rary replaoe.unts. 

~I h ard th t ti J I do not know how near • aot it ia.) • are now com­
pelled to aak the Hebrew Union Coll ge to lie nae juniore, and eftn tour e 
the College to lie nae lower cl••• nJ and the H brew Union Colle• itaelf 
ia propoaiD£ to lioenae laJJNn to '17, to bW7, and to p ach. It i• clear 
that th cinlian rabbinat 1• in a preoarioua condition alreac!T, and the con-
dition bid• fair to b co• o critical the procure nt contin •• 

It 1a dut7 o your Cv-... tte to procure ohaplaina. It ia the dut7 ot 
the entire Conference not onl7 to prooun ohaplaina, but to• te,uard oirllian 
Judai• in J.merio • Already our Jewiah rabbinate haa fulfilled all chaplainq 
quo • placed upon it b the o naent. lead all denoainationa in thia 
N ard, or certainl.7 are not behind &D1' denOlli tion in Mtillaent of our 



Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner - 2-

dut,- to the anaed forceaJ but we owe duty both to ciYil.1 n and military 
Jewish communitiea, and it 11 rrq responsibility s Pr eident of th Con­
ference to see to it th t the ciT.l.lian work in Reform Judai 1 not n­
dang red. That 1a why I ask d you whether you wouldst a limit to the 
UlOunt of procurement for the army. Thi you have re !us d to do. 

I underetand well the reason for your refusal, It is b d upon 
s nse of duty to the army and navy, and loyalty to the t sk of h Comrnitt 
which has been so well fulfilled hitherto. But I ebould lik to c 11 your 
attention to c rtain considerations which uet led s to reconsid r th 
tasks incumbent upon the Chapl nc7 Committee of th CCAR from now or. (and 
also, of cours, of th entire C NRA insofar ae w r a part of it). 

I. It 1 a r ct th t we have mor -than tilled the quotas 1mpo ed upon 
u b the rmed forces. In fact, we have protested against what con­
sidere wa th inadeq oy of the quot s 1111pos d upon us. e sked the 
rmy on more than one occasion to make gr ter demand upon s than thy did, 

I do not say we were wrong in o doing. e ere impell d by the de ire to 
en the n, but now, due to this desire on our part, the whole chaplaincy 

quot ystem has radically changed. It s now no lon r fulfill ent or 
quot s imposed by th military but a rul.tillment of quotas which we are 
setting ourselves. Therefore, it ie inroort-ant to aak ourselves how far do 
we intend to go, since it depend upon us and not upon the army and navy 
whos de n h ~ lo o b en t. -

II. It i import nt for the Conf renc to be informed that all the 
chaplains who hav be n a k d to serv af r certain dat, re asked not 
in response to a mili ey d mand, but to our de nd. It is question wheth r 
the Cont rence did not an that our Committ should fulfill the de of 
army nd na'.¥7, and not create ita own demands. e ean, of cour e, justify 
our oing beyond the military requests hitherto, but how long in the future 
can continue to justify it? 

III. There is moral question invol d. It 1 an awful responsibility 
for gov rnment to d cide th t o naany n h v to endanger their liv s for 
the afety of th country. There are so who question even the goYernment's 
ri ht to do it. Certainly private roup dare not tak that responsibility 
u on itself, particularly in e 11 rabbinate such as ours where it amounts 
to this1 e d clare that you, Rabbi so and so, muet ent r the war. 

rv. If it 1 the intention of th Committe toke p on king !or 
chapl ins until the need of the ermed forces b compl tely t, then it mu.at 
be at ted that this n ed. will never be compl tely t. A general atatiatioal 
analyai of th situation will r veal that we c ne• r hope to me t th need 
completel • There are elewm million men in army and. na~ now. That ana 
about four-hundred .-.nd Jewish men, The optimum ratio ia one chaplain to 
every thousand men of each denoa:1.nation. Thia would an four-hundred Jniah 
chaplains. Even these !our-hundr d would not b nough for g ographical rea ona. 
Jewish n ar scattered in small number over many camp,. really would ed 
more than on chaplain for every thousand Je sh men if hope to fill th need. 
four-nundred chaplaims are, thereto , a minim.ua. • h now about two-hundred 
ch pl ins, or which more th n one-hundr d are from th COAR. That .means we would 



Rabbi Barn tt R. Brickner 

need just as many again as we now have. That would 
from the CCAR. You can see th t thi is impossible. 

an one-hundred ore 
t then can we do? 

e can declare that we have more than met all the quota.a which th 
army has imposed upon UBJ w have even pereuad d th army and n TY to 
inore ae the quotas. Our civilian rabbinate is now in a precariou~ condition. 

IIIU8t decide that we will do no more procurement, except of cow·· .,, in the 
case of those men who Yolunteer for chaplaincy aerri.ce. 

Let• have your reaction to the above anal79i1 of the sit tion, 

Sincerely, 

Solo110n B Freeho! 

abf/la 
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April 24, 1944 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silv r 
The Temol 
E. 105th St. nrl Ans 1 Rd. 
Clevel nd, Ohio 

De r Abba: 

With regRrd to the Je.~sh Chautauqua 
uociety, I beli ve I told Reinhart that 
we should do nothing about it th;s year. 

hy don't you w ite him th t e are too 
crowded this ye r for any Ch t l\b.1siness 
but e will consider it ne xt ye r hen we ex­
pect to have a more e~tensive Conference? 

I am enclosing a letter which I have 
just itten to Brickner. This is ~n ex­
tremely important m tter, and I would lik 
you to study it and g·ve me your reaction. 
You and I may h~ve to wage a battle for the 
point of view which I e press; that is, of 
course, if you agree 'th it . 

As ever, 

Solomon B. Freehof 

sbf/ls 
enc. 



April ~5,. 4 

lJ 1 rt ur . Reinh rt 
re nts Bl""·. 

Ci tJ., . iCJ 

~ ~r bbi feinh rt1 

I va t en ·pt. ·tter r y ur 
1th Freehof. e bot r of t '" o ini n 

due to t .e briefer c f re 1 r.. ic 
t hi~ er, and t1e c nso- u rttl er 
it i'Ould udv ~abl t p stl)On 
r, u st until r.o t e r. 

_th 4. l o 1• tlu vb t 
u rs ·ell, Ir in 

~ - t O i ily ro• r , 

I' I 

t 

, 



Dr. r ohot 
05 venue 

itt t ur h, Pa. 

d r , a 

Thank a co y the 
1 t ro t , , ic~ er L t.h 
r "' nc ch , l inci a. I ;tr ith 

ou e .,1rely. It 1 good to remi o• r o,, r­
,. loue fritt s t . e B lical in.,unction 

, I r i 



UNION OF RMeRICllN 

Hl;BRJ;W ~ONGRGGRTION,S ~ RABBI MAURICE N . EISENDRATH , DIRECTOR 

THIRTY-FOUR WEST SIXTH STREET • CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Frlend: 

May 8, 1944 

Your secretary was good enough to send me your 
two very excellent addresses on "Zionism - vihat It Is 
and What It Is Not. 11 I have enjoyed greatly the peI'usal 
of both these fine analyses of t:!.--1e L.ionist question, and 
I must say that you have dealt v,ith the subject in a most 
comprehensive and objective rianner. I feel that you have 
considered virtually all the arguments against the Zion­
ist position in an exceedingly effective manner. I hope 
that your addresses have been given wide distribution. 

I trust that you will be at the Interim Commit­
tee meeting of the American Jewish Conference this 
Friday. I cannot but feel that the Conference itself 
is pretty much in the doldrums and that the confusj_on 
is becoming more confounded. I hope that this meeting 
of the Interim Cornmittee may be able to effect some 
clear line of action. 

You will be interested to know that our campaign 
is moving along quite satisfactorily. We have just be­
gun to make a dent in New York, where our progress, I 
fear, will be slow but, I hope, certain. I trust that 
some one of these days you may be able to be helpful to 
us , especially in new York, where so much work needs to 
be done in behalf of our Reform cause . 

I imacine that by this time your Cleveland Fed­
eration campaign is about over and that your men will 
soon be able to implement the comnitment wriich they 
made when I was last in Cleveland . They may need a 
little reminder from yourself . 

Hoping to see you in New York this week , and 
with warmest personal greetings, I am, as ever , 

Yours most sincerely, 

MNE:SG ?1~ 



May 10, 1944 

Mr . .... ouis Kra.ft 
The Nation~l 0onfer n Social elfare 
67 ~est 47th Street 
New York, Ne York 

Dear Mr. Kr~ft: 

I notice that the Vice-President of our Conference 
will speak Qt your open1ng sess on. There is no reason 
why Dr . Silver cannot al,o serve ~s aelegate of the 
Centr 1 Conference to yo~r Convention. 

ith best wishes for a successful Convent: , r.·~ 
I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Solomon B. Freehof 

SBF1LS 

Copy to Dr . Silver 
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Dr . Abba. Hillel ...,ilver 
c/o r.L

1he 1
11emnle 

E . 105th St . a.t nsel Road 
Cleveland, Ghio 

1.Jear Dr . 3llver : 

Ua.y 17, 1944 

~~nen we had a meetin ., of t i1e Cr /\R Committee on Cha.p­
lains here in Gincinnati on April 12, the matt er of assi cn~ent 
of time to the chaplain pro ,ram at the Conference was discus ed , 
as well as the type of pro 3ram. 

Rabbi Freehof was present at the meeting and su~ ~ested 
that on daturday afternoon after lunch at the Rockdale :venue 
r1 emple the chaplain pro ~-;ram be r~i von, and that after thr-1 t the 
members of the Conference will proceed to the Hebrew Unlon 
College for the balanc e of the afternoon's program . 

t abbl Freehof ' s su i~estion, L have transmitted tis 
nforma.tion to rabbi h1arcuson , and am also informine; you , as 

Chairman of the 1Jro0ram Com.mi ttee . 

i1he en.a.plain pro r~ram will consist of a renort of the 
Cornmi ttee on Ct1aplains and a rlound 111able, in '\Jnlch a number of 
chaplains wlll n rticipate . vur Co1unittee was Given the privi­
le~e of selectine the ca.plains and arran ·ln~ for t h e pro~ram 
which we are now proceedine to do . 

1 need not tell you that if I can be of any assistance 
in helping in the local e.rrangements, I shall be very happy to 
be at the call of t Le Gonferonce . 

,ith !.ind regards and lookinlS fornard to seeing ~,rou 
here at t h e end of June , I am 

Secretar 
LE : HivI cc R co .JHI11'T ..... E ON CI PLAINS 



UNION OF R.M6,RI~R.N 

HJ;BR~W ~ONGR6,GR.TION,S ~ RABBI MAU R ICE N. EISENDR ATH, DIRECTOR 

THI R TY-F O UR WEST SIXTH STREET • CI N CINN A TI 2, OHIO 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

June 1, 1944 

The next Biennial Council of the Union will 
undoubtedly be one of the most critical and deci­
sive in its history. For this reason, the questions 
of time, place and program for this 39th Council as­
sume an unusual significance. Both our President, 
Mr. Rosenberg and I are most anxious that we should 
have the benefit of your counsel with regard to 
these vital considerations, and consequently we would 
like very much for you to serve ~s a member of the 
important Committee on Time and Place and Program 
o[. the Thirty-Ninth Council. 

In view of the fact that these matters must 
be planned well in advance, the first meeting of 
this com..~ittee will be held on Tuesday, June 27, 
at the Hotel Gibson, in Cincinnati, at 2:00 p.m. 

I trust that you will be able to accept the 
appointment on this committee and that you will let 
nothing prevent your being present at its initial 
meeting on the 27th. 

Trusting that I may have an affirmative 
reply from you at your earliest convenience, I am, 

Yours most cordially, 

MNE:SG 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

490!:.- FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Th Tem.l 
E. 105th St . :::)nd Ansel Hd . 
Clevele=ind, Ohio 

Dear Abb.9 : 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N . BAZELL, L ouh1v ille, K y, 
MAURICE J . BLOOM, e w burgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP D . BOOKSTABER, H arri burg, Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Providence , R. I. 
J A MES G. HELLER, incinnati , Ohio 
JULIU'i MARK, Nashville, T enn. 
ALBERT G . MINDA, Minneapoli.~, Min n. 
LAWREN C E W. S C HWA RTZ, W hite Plain , N . Y. 
ABRAHAM SHU STER MAN, Bnltimvre, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, J opli n, Mo. 
HARRY J . STERN, Mon t real, annda 
SIDNEY S . TEDES C HE, Brookly n, N. Y. 

Ple~se r ead this before 
~a~t to discuss it with me . 
f r om ~tephen ise denouncin6 
representation of the J •• R. 
is my Answer . 

you get to the Conference . You . y 
First, I received a furious l etter 
what he considered th i nadequate 
on our Confer ence progr am . Enclosed 

I spoke to Feli "'.: Levy . Evidentl.~ he i e ~n emiss;:iry of a 
group who assigned the t sk to hi. • I ur ed him to call the meet­
in off :=md he promised to try, althoueh 1e assured m it h s 
~bsolutely nothinf to do ·with the Conference . If he calls the 
i"'eeting o.ff, all the better . The f;:,ct th;-it we h ve vmrned him 
will h l!) even if he doesn't c:ill the etin'"" off . 

I will brine up the matter of the Houston letter rtt the 
txecutive BoRrd meeting on Thursda.7, Bnd then we can decide per­
haps at that time what we ought to do Pbout Houston and perhaps 
about the American Council . Perhans ~ cision t the Executive 4 

Board meeting ma: save an unpredictable Conference fight . 

I count on ;rour brineing Virginia along . V,e are bou:1d to 
hav tiP1e for a little fun together, even though the Conference 
is short . 

As ev r , 

SBF .LS 
enc . 



PRE-CONFERENCE MEETING OF 

THE EXECUTIVE BO RD OP THE CENTRAL COltFERENOB 

OP A RERICAN RABBIS 

OIHCINN TI,OHIO JUNE 22 11944 

'l'he pre.Oonterenoe meeting or th Executive Board was held at 

Hotel Gib■an, 01noinnat1, Ohio Thuraday, Ootober 22nd.1944, the 

Pre ident, Solomon B. Preehot 1n the (Ah.air. 
'• 

MEMBERS pr.:&aBNT • ni.. following ::10 ber■ ttendeda 
' 

•Uln• B. Jlre hof', Har17 s. J4argol1a, Sidney L. Regner, Iaaao 

E. arau.aan., Phillip D. Bookataber, Lawrence w. Somrartz, 

Abr aham Shusterman, Maurice J. moOl!l, ~ 1111am o. Braude, Jame• 
J • 

o. Heller, .Albert o. lnda• Phineas Srnoller, H~rey J. Stern • 
., 

I 

ELECTED TO •i'iEICBERSHIP • The fol.lowing were elected to mem.berahipa 

the election subject to payment or duaa I Prankd. M1nak r, N phtall 
I 

Friaohberg, lllaim Mord oai Kramer, Sidney E. 
l 
thanson., H rold 

Rosenman, Lou.is Ra.ohamea, Herber t A, Friedm Otitatein 

Ab nm H. Goldbe·· • 

Joseph O rtinl:l.e and Jacob Tarshi h wer lected to omb rahip. 

'l'he ppl1aat1on or Ernest Ore7 waa referred Committee. 

No action w s taken on the appl1c t1on or Ernest 

no tormal. application w ... b tore the Board. 

It waa moved eUld adopted tha t Sidney Strumpf qo waa p,revioual7 
, 

elected but had tailed to pay hi dues must re ppl7 t~r member• 

ahip. 

The pplioation or Adolt Philipp bom which w 

Sem:lcba given by three member• ot the Cont renoe waa 

to a Committ e to atudy this applloation as well s the er1eral. 
l 

prinoiple or Semioha m who aball be qualified to g!."&Dt / 1 t 

--STUDENTS • It waa oved nd aclopte4 that aw.dents 

lioensed bf the Seminlll'iea Nt not eli ible to memberah / 11noe 

the Conat1"1t1on apeo1t1aal.1J ata.t e th t membe hip ahall be 
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limited to ol'dained Rabble. 

For the aame reason the Board decided th t Ferdinand Hiraoh was 

not ell lble tor membership. 

COJBIISSION ON JUS!ICE AND PEACE .The report •r the Comm1s11on 

on Ju tioe and Peaoe was preaented and rerer d to th Committ eon 
\ 

Condensat1cn, oona1at1n ot Rabbi• Minda, Sh~~sterman and Stem, to 

pick out th essential itema whioh are to be \ read before the 
I 

convention. 

RELIEF AltD SUBVENTIOI. Rabbi mrgolia ..... 99(1 that the id 

' 1ven to Abraham Fried be increased trom $40.op to $"10.oo month 
I\~ 

retroaotive ~~om last August and to oontinue w\\tll Novenber fir■t. 

Rabbi M rgol1s also reported 1n regard to the m\ney xpended by 
I 

Rabbl Iara 1 I. Mattuok 1n LOJdon tor refugees a~d at te·:l th, t the 
I 

I· matter had been aat1afaotor11J settled. It waa mafed and adopted 

that the aatter be oana1dered closed. , 
I 

I\ 

YEARBOOlt. Rabbi Karou■on was reelected FA.itor •'?t the Yearbook, 

with compensation or 600.00 and expena • It w a :.,Ved and adopted 

that a notation be put 11.,to the Volume oall1ng tteA)tion to the 

f'aot that thi is the thirtieth TOlume edited bf Rab\\1 J.tarouacm. 
\. 

00 ITTEE ON CEREMONIES. Rabbi Ilvller Jteported thl tan arrang•-

m nt ha.a been made with the Union or America 1 Hebrew ~~ongregations 
\ 

on behalf of the 0ontereno Whereby ten per oent ot th,, groaa 
'· 

aalea ot the Committee on Ceremonies ahal.l go into a rtavolving 

fund tor future expenaea or the Committee, and if theNt la a aur­

plua, it ana" .. l o to the Re11et and Subvention Fund ot tM Conter­

enoeJ th ta joint committee ot the Conterenoe and the ,thdon 

ab.all take up the question as to the limits ot authori~ ot the 
I 

Committee on CeNmonie■ 1n publishing liturgionl. material. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. The Treaaurerta report wa pr ented bJ 

Rabbi llargol 11 • 
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PUBLICA'l'!JNS. Rabbi ·arauaon reported tor the llommittee cm. 

Publications. It wa moved and adopted thnt when the N wlT eviaed 

Volume IX o~ the Union Pra er the Chairlla.n or the 
be 

Publ.io t1on• Committee should authorised to 1saue the volum in 

pulpit aize, to be sold at s.oo copy. 

FIN.ANCIAJ, SEORET,utYfS REPORT. - Rabbi Regner presented the 

Report ot the l11nanolla Seorota17, as well I the b\ldget tor the 

ooming year. The Finance Committ e w a authoriz d to bos,row mone}', 

it nece:. ~ 1!'1, to carry on the a.o t,1v1t1es ot the Conference. 

HOU GATION .The tollowing resolution 'as doptod 

the Exeout1ve Bourt'. l 

The E ecutiv Bou.rd het.rtily eo . • sid t 

tor his ry 11)1 • n compLehensiv reply to Congro• 

• ga ti on Beth Isr al or Rous ton. •• r l th· t h h 

toroetully express d the present vi wpoint of the 
' Central \ii onferonoe r erican Ru.bbie one! or I form 

Judaism on th 4'1 stlon r 1 d the Hou ton 

Ocmgr gation nd e ould reoommen4 th t the repl7 

made by the President~ oonst1tut the otrioa.U 

reaponae or ou.r Canferenc to Oang~e ation B th 

Isrnel. 

RESOLUTIONS 1.T CONFEHENCE. It was 11 oved and opted th t 

resolutions muat b handed 1n betore noon on Satu.rda7, June 24. 

ARBIT ATIOlf COM tIT'l'EE. R obi Leipz1ge:r reported tor th 

Arb1tr tion Committee. It w a moved o.nd ndopted that the report or 

the Connnittee be aoo-i,te<1.. In canneot1on with the Report or the 

Arbitration Oomn1ttee the ftllowing reaolut1on w • adopted by the 

Executive lioal'da 

·.the Central Conrerc1oe ot American Rab 1a at it■ 

1940 ••••ion adopted a Code ot Ethi• whoae pm-poae w•, a at ted 



1n the preamble: "In ke,ping with the high 

.. traditions ot the rablinate and 1n order to pr ote 

rel t1onsh1pa ot dignity and esteem among rabbi •" 

In matters involving different interpretations ot 

Judaism upon which oolleaguea teel keenly and sin-
..,, 

cerely, the apirit of this ode may at times be 
~ 

overlooked, and thus may result 1n serious deviation 

trom the piri t of this Code. 

The attention or the Arbitration Committee has within 

the past year been called to one auoh deviation 

involving the writing of letters to members ot 

congregations 1n support or one interpretation of 

Judaism, by drawing 1nv1d1oua d1st1notiona between 

between the teaohin0 a ot the incumbent and those 

or a predecessor. 

The Executive Boa.rd conoura 1n the deo11ion or the 

Oommittee on Arbitration 1n oona1der1ng this oontrary-

to the spirit ot the Code of the c.c.A,R. and not 

conducive to the promotion of relationahipa or 

dignity and esteem amongat rabbinical oolleagu••• 

PENSION PLAN. It was moved and adopted that a committee of the 

Conference shall meet with the joint Unicm.-Conterence Pension 

Boa.rd to asoer•tain just wklct how muoh money 11 needed 1mmed1atel7 

and how payment• from the Conterence Fund should be made. 

PRAYER BOOKS. The President presented a letter tr.om three 

Chaplains urging that Union Prayer Book• be made available tor use 

in Army Camps• The Secretary was instructed to notify the 

Chaplains that upon proper application through the representative 

or the Jewish Welfare Board, Union Prayer Books, volume one and 

two, will be provided. 

OOIIMITTEB ON SOLICITAfION OP FUNDS• Rabbi ~uaterman reported 

that this Comm.1tte9 had seoured I 
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that thia Committee had secured $9500.00 to date, and he hoped 

by the time of the final report that the Committee would be able 

to raise between $11.000 and $12 1000 for relief and aub'eentions. 

LUNCHEON ENTERTAINMENT • Ra.bbi Eisendrath announced that the 

Conference would be guests or the Union of Amer1oan Hebrew 

Congregation.a at luncheon on Sunday at the Hotel Gibson Roof 

Garden. 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTES. Rabbi Eisendrath recommended 

the expanaia!' .. of the Institute on Religion through the formation 

of a joint committee of the Union and the Con.f~rence. It waa moved 

and adopted that Rabbi Eisendrath present his •uggest1on to the 

Oha.6rman of the Oonmiittee on Public Affairs tor presentation 

to th• Conference. 

ADJOURNED. Respectfully submitted, 

Isaac B. Karouson 

Administrative Seoretney 



POST CONFERENCE MEETI~G OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, 

CENTRAL CONFEREHCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS, 

CINCINNATI 1 0HIO, JUNE 26,1944 

The Post Conference meeting of the Executive Board of the 

Gent -:· ·1.l Conference of American Rabbis was held at Hotel 

Gibsor~)vionduy,June 26,'-944 with the President,Solomon B. 

Freehof in the Chair. 

MEMBERS PRESENT. Solomon B. Freehof,Harry S.MargQlis, 

Sjdnoy LrRcgner,Isaa c E.Mnrcuson,Muurice J.Bloom,William G. 

:e:r· 1::..L.c :-! .. :tbcrt G.Minda,Harry J .stern,Stnnley R.Brnv 1 Abrnham 
. . . 

F0JrL~r, 'l:.r· . .,Alan ~reen,Aryeh Lev ,Jacob R.Marcus,Louis Witt. 

CI~._;;_I.i_;;_~~ PRAYER BOOK.The chairman was authorized to appoint 

- :r. i.HC!'l"'..:•;r;: of the Liturgy Committee who with two members 

( .f t h , (.r;mr..J,ittee on Jewish Educa tion shall consider the 

r_~.:. I) .• ~ l 1); 1 j ty of publishing a child Is book of prayers• 

~_I]i~,l'.l ~J S EXPENSES.It was moved and adopted that the 

expE;ins2s of the Chaplains who participated in the Chaplain's 

P rogra11 shall be p aid . 

!;~S TO WORLD U.NION,,The trea surer was authorized to pay 

dues to thu World Union for Progressive Judaism. 

~~_9-~:g_D 'J;O MEMBERStiir. Alexander Feins il ver and Ernest 

G:re v,~,,.b =:<.t8ct9d t.o 11embership. 

'J1 • ' 1 E\ ~ J. n _._ ,, t. ·•~ s an a~pl j c: r ~- f -:,r membership . 

1;;?.:T.:~..;TS . It w1.s mnv ;.,,ci. und adopted that all bequests -co 

t.ilf; ,°;'_'l •. °i' t) Ylence w~1oso 11.s 3 is not specified shall be crecli ted 

~~I~_j ~)~:QPRESEUTAT IVL3 o It was moved and n.dopteC: tha t tne 

?r3sid br.t and Executiv0 Director of the Union of American 

~Iebr }11 \.' c,ng:.."'egn tions sho.11 serve as Union Representatives 

on t .1. a Bxacutive Bo u.r~d of the Central Conference of American 

:ln.bbis . 

HOt E .. TA LE PAPERS• It was moved and adopted that the - • ----·---- - ----
~..,r,p ,v"-:ic-.. pr3 '3"3nted nt the Ro n Table shall be published in 

t 
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with list of anniversaries shall be mimeogr aphed ".nd sent 

to the members . 

COt~I:1 I TTEE ON COMMITTEES• Rabbis Minda , Br av and Bloom were 

app ointed to serve as a Committee on Cennnittees to prepare and 

submit to the October meeting of the Executive Board names 

for service on the various Standing Committees of the 

Conference . 

COMMISSIONS WITH THE UNION• Rabbis Freehof , Marcus and 1Vi tt 

were named as a committee to meet with a simil ar committ ee of 

the Union of Arneriean Hebrew Congregations t• ~uggest names 

of members to serve en the various joint Commissions with 

the Union. 

tiUSIC. The Chairman ef the Public ;;1 tions Committee was 

authorized to turn over to some suitable music publishing 

firm part of our stock of music for the Sabbath and Festivals 

to be sold by them on a commission bas is. 

LITURGY. Rabbis Freehof and Silver were named Conference 

Representatives on a joint committee with the Union to discuss 

the limits of authority of the Committee on Ceremonies in 

publishing Ceremonial and Liturgical material . 

PRESIDENT'S ANS!VER TO HOUSTON. The secretary was instructed 

to Jublish the action ef the Conference on the President's 

--..1J.swee to Houston Congreg'j_ tion in the Bulletin. 

MANPOWER OF C0:JFE~ .8NCE. The President was authorized to 

ippoint a cormnittee to study the manpower of the Conference 

~s to Chapla ins and Congrega tions as sugges ted in President 's 

Massage. 

RELIEF AND SUBVENTION . A committee consisting of Rabbis 

Braude(Chairmun),Margolis , Regner ,Shusterman andOerstenfeld 

was arr0inted to study and report to the Executive Board on 

ways an means of building up the Relief and Subvention Fund. 

Tir.TE ! PLACE OF 1EXT CONVENTION .Rabbi Margolis was named 

·! , • • 1 J ~f the Committee on Time and Place of next Convention, 

·' 
, • .i.,J , . :C'1.is to nnme other members ef the Committe e. 



PROGRAM J Rnl)bi Silver W'J.S named chairman of Committee on 

rogram for next Convention with authority to name the other 

r.1embers of the Committee, the Committee to report to the 

October meeting of the Executive Board. 

It was moved and adopted that a letter be sent to Rabbi 

~llvvr asking whether the members of the Conference should be 
' 

invited to offer suggestions as to the type of program 

des ired. 

VOTE OF THANKS TO PRESIDENT. A vote of thanks was tendered 

to the President of the Conference for the masterly manner 

in which he presided at the Convention. 

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. It was moved and adopted 

that the October meeting of the Executive Board shall be 

i1eld in Cincinna ti,Ohie, 'I\l.esday ,October 17th. 

The meeting adjourned . 

Respectfully submi ·c t:,cJ . .. 

~ z. /1JQ, t,Dc-,.,.J~ 
Isaac E. Marcuson • 

Administrative Secretrl l"'Y 
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COMMITTEE ON ARMY AND NA VY RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 
of the 

national Jew~h Wef/a,e Boa,J 
NEW YORK, I, N. Y. 

145 EAST 32nd STREET 

OFFICERS 

Frank L. Weil, Prtsid,111 
Major Lloyd W. Dinkelspiel, Vic,-Pr,sident 
Mn. Walter E. Heller, Vice-President 
Carl M. L~b, Jr., Vice-Presidt!,lt 
Waller Rothschild, Vic1-Pr1sidenl 
Mrs. Felix M. Warburg, Vice-Preside11t 
Max \'lilner, Tr,asurer 
Merwin R. Haskel, Assistant T reasurer 
Joseph Ro enzweig, SecrtttJT'Y 
Ralph K. Guinzburg, Assistant Su retary 
Louis Kraft, Executive Di11clor 

ARMY end NAVY COMMITTEE 

Walter Rothschild, Chairman 
Col. Max R. Wainer, Vice-Chairman 
Benjamin Rabinowitz, Director 

Committee on Army and Navy 
Religious Activities 

Rabbi David de Sola Pool, Chairman 
Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, 

Administrat ive Cl1airma11 
Rabbi Louis M. Levitsky, .V ice-Chai~ttw11 

and Chairman Executive Comn11tln 
Rabbi Joseph H . Lookstein, Vic, -Chairnw11 
Chaplain Max A. Braude 
Rabbi Mu D. Davicbon 
Rabbi William Orazio 
Rabbi Solomon B. Freeho( 
Chaplain Joshua L. Goldberg, USNR 
Rabbi Herbert S. Golclsteio 
Rabbi Robert Gordis 
Rahbi Abram M. Graoison 
Rabbi James G. Heller 
Rabbi Leo J uo1 
Rabbi Simon G. Kramer 
Rabbi Leon S. Lang 
Chaplain Aryeh Lev 
Rabbi Joshua Loth Liebman 
Rabbi Edgar F. Mago.in 
Rabbi Elias Margolis 
Lt. Col. A. A. Melnicker 
Chaplain Bernard Segal 
Lt. Col. Morton A. Seidenfeld 
Chaplain Charles E. Shulman, USNR 
Rabbi Milton Steinberg 
Rabbi Elkan C. Voonaqer 

Rabbi Philip S. Bermtein 
Executiv, Director 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

lniDI Lehman, Ho11orllf'J Pr1sido11 

June 29, 1944 

Following the conference at Cincinnati, I went to 
Gamp Breckinridge, :y. , and have just returned to my desk . 
I write this note to put in writing what Rabbis Jae oby, 
Braunstei~ and I said to you on Sunday, so that it, y be 
part of the record . 

It is the opinion of the J . I . R. graduates who were 
present at the Cincinnati conference that the alumni and 
faculty of the Institute d not been adequately reco nized 
in the pr ogram f or the CCAR Convention. In the 1944- program 
they were given an · nsignifico.nt role. Io a single impor tant 
paper , lee ,r or sorr:mn iY'8. prosonted by anyone associated 
with the Jewish Inst,itute of llelie;ion . To the best of my know­
ledge no alumnus of that institution has ever been invited 
to delivor the Conference Sermon or the Conference L oture 
ir. the 18 yoe.rs of the Institute's existence . 

It is my personal op·nion that this does not grow 
out of willful intent . In the ver, n•tture of things the pro­
grams are arranged by those who are mor e f amiliar with the 
HUG uraduates and have little contact with t e J alur.mi . 
For that very reason it is ir.cumbent on pro~r colTD'rlittees 
as wel l as on the ot"ficero of the Con rence to take conscious 
cocn·zance of the necessity for adequate partic·pation by JIR 
alumni and faculty . Certain y we do not want the development 
of blocs •;ithin the Conference . But i my opinion the best v,ay 
to prevent this is by the del i ber ate efforts of the official r e­
presentatives of the majority to bive not exco~s ·ve but just r o­
oognition to those associated with the younger institution. 

You aoknowl odged in person t he justice of this position 
when w pr esented it to you in Cincinna i . I take for ~r ant d 
that it will be imp ement din the proer ams to come . 

iith cor dial per sonal r egards . I am 
• 

Si yours • 

MEMBER OF THE UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, Inc. (USO) PH S • B
1
• STEIN 
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Dr. Solomon B. Fr ehof 
Con -re ation Roder b 1 m 
4905 itth Avenue 
Pittsbur h, P . 

y r Sols 
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HS:BK 
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c . c .k. Re u i ht 

,i ·hes, I re in 

V ry cordiall ors , 
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SOLOMON B . FREEHOF, Pr sid nt 
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M:icon, Ga. 
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Tne em le 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

u ust 2 , 1944 

e dilver 

nd nsel . • 1 eland, Ohio 

Dear .i\ ba. : 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N . BAZELL, Louisville, Ky. 
MAURICC J . BLOOM, N(•wburgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP C . BOOKSTABER, Harri ·bur . Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Providence, R. I . 
JAMES G . HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIU'3 MARK, Nnshville, Tenn. 
ALBERT G. MINDA, Minneapolis, Minn. 
LAWRENCE w. SCHWARTZ, White Plain • N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Bnltimvre, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J . STERN, Montreal , Canada 
SIDNEY s. TEDESCHE. Brooklyn, N. Y. 

E -en ho 1 h e o enc os d reso ~ io ~ er o;te b all the r 
do not wa to sin 
you coking at i . 

bbi i a1 as m 1· , Is ill 
his ~e o do ri~hout a le st 

ould yo ease eturn i in 
he enclosed enve~o e If I do not hear e.nythin to 

t ke i for ranted that you 
om signing it . 

he con rarJ, I 
have o objection 

hall 

, i h est wishe , am 

c ~vcr , 

SBF: ' 
nclos e 

Joo la~ay n&. 

so~ocon 

ust een e ected r 

• rcehof 

ui n h.cron, hio . 
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Mr. Leopold L. Meyer, President 
Congregation Beth Israel 
Houston, Texas 

Dear Mr. Meyer: 

The essence of your protest against the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis is that it has departed from the " lassie" pat­
tern of Reform Judaism as laid down in earlier rabb !cal meet-
ings of Reform Rabbis (Philadelphia, 1869, Pittsburg 1885, etc.). 
W~thout considering for the moment the specification of the charge, 
the general case can well be admitted, namely, that form Judaism 
as expressed in ideas and utterances of mo ~ .. ~=-~w.•ers f the Central 
Conference does indeed represent a departure ~-~~m~~ of the ideas 
and practices laid down by Reform Jewi ·----..-·- t genera-
tions. 

It is only an Orthodoxy wh _ depart from "clas-
sic" patterns laid down by past gee ation It in the principle 
of Orthodoxy that all laws authenti 1~ uced from past laws 
are sacred and represent : : ~:~ of , and thn~ customs which 
have been widely accepte t e the forco of law and 
may not be abolished ev: st es change . But Reform 
Judaism is a liberal J sm. It cla the right of each 
generation to change c ms and als and even to restate 
doctrines, provided th sentia nciples of Judaism are pre-
served and st~i-Hf,~ o ges. The sa.me liberal prin-
ciples whic ________ _,.,.,.,,,urs the right to change the ven-
erable ~-~- f Orthodoxy give us the right to 
change ces and ify doctrines of the pioneers. 

D • 
form Juda 
burgh Con 
should ever 

ufmann 
n Ame 

er, one of the great leaders of early Re-
' convoker and leading spirit of the Pitts­

c5, made a statement which no Reform Jew 

. 
"In order to form a just estimate of such Reform-Pioneers 

as were Geiger, Holdheim, Einhorn, Hirsch and others in Germany, 
we must guard against conferring upon them the claim of infalli­
bility which they tb.emse .lves have wrested fol" us from the authori­
ties of old. We would sin asainst t he very spirit of progress 
which made them leaders and propho ts of their age, should we at­
tempt to canonize their every word. We would, therefore, do them 
injustice ., were we to weigh all their utterances and opinions in 
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the scale of modern research and by the standard of recent inves­
tigations. Truth grows, and rnany a thing which seemed true fifty 
years ago is no longer considered so today." (Hebrew Union Col­
lege and Other Addresses, page 75,) Dr. Kohler spoke as a true 
reformer and liberal. Geige11 and Holdheim would have rejected 
any suggestion that later generations of rabbis and laymen should 
be compelled to keep unchanged and sacrosanct the pattern of 
ideas and customs which they had constructed. All the early re­
formers were great liberals. 

Any attempt, such as your congregation seems to be making, 
to fix Reform Judaism at the pattern of one hundred years ago or 
of fifty years ago petrifies it into RP-formed Judaism, a form of 
Judaism which had at one time been Retormed and then remained 
forever fixed. It is the resolve of the Central Conferen~e of 
American Rabbis to keep Reform Judaism libe11al and alive to the 
realities of' the age. It is our hope that in so doing we are 
strengthening both the Reform movement and Judaism itself. 

You will not mind, I am sure, if I include in our discus­
sion the question of the by-laws which your congregation has re­
cently drawn up, since these by-laws are the result of the same 
mood which led you to draw up your resolutions against the Con­
ference and to spr•ea.d them broadcast, 

The clear purpose of your by-laws is to keep from member­
ship in the congregation those individuals who believe in a Jew­
ish state in Palestine, who believe t hat Kashrus is an essential 
practice in Judaism, and that the Hebrew language is indispensable 
in school and in worship. It is true that if a man cannot sub­
scribe to your by-laws he may become a non-voting member; but of 
course no self-respecting Jew will join your congregation if he 
knows that his convictions will disfranchise him and make him a 
second-class member. Your object is definite; you wish to ex­
clude those who disagree with you on any one of the above points. 

Most of these by-laws were, of course, taken from the Pitts­
burgh Platform. I note, however•, that you have reworked the Pitts­
burgh Platform. You speak in your Principle #1 of the Mission of 
Israel, but you avoid the Platform's great phrase: "Jewish people" 
and "priesthood." You also omit from your pr•ogram Part 8 of the 
Pittsburgh Platform, namely, that: "In accordance with the spirit 
of Mosaic legislation, we deem it our duty to participate in the 
great task of modern times, to solve on the basis of justice and 
righteousness the problems presented by the contrasts and evils 
of the present 011ganization of society." For these two elements 
in the great classic pronouncement of American Reform Judaism you 
substitute your carefully worded caution (not found in the Pitts­
burgh Platform) against the use of too much HebrAw in the Service. 
As a disciple of Dr. Kohler, I assure you that your omission of 
the hallowed and meaningful words "Jewish people" and "priesthood," 
which you consciously passed over in your borrowing from the 
Pittsburgh Platform, would have shocked him severely. Dr. Emil 
G. Hirsch (who proposed plank #8) would certainly have protested 
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against your omission of the avowal of Israel's dedication to 
social justice. By what right do you vary the c lassie pattern 
of Reform Judaism? 

The only right you have must be based upon the premis8 that 
Reform Judaism is liberal Judaism. You do have the right to change, 
as you have seriously changed, the Pittsourgh Platform. You have 
also the right . to publish and declare that these are the princi-
ples of your congregation. But you 1:ia.ve no right, as a liberal 
congregation, either to protest against the right of the Confer-
ence to vary the older patterns or have you the right to exclude 
from your congregation those who do not agree with the ideas which 
you have selected. 

What you have done is not only to transform, by omission of 
essentials, a great classic statement of Reform, but you have, I 
fear, misunderstood the intention of the framers of the Pittsburgh 
Platform. These men well knew that th.ere were many men and women 
in their congregations who did not agree with the new ideas which 
they proclaimed in Pittsburgh. They certainly did not intend that 
those who did not accept the Pittsburgh Platform be deprived of 
the right to vote or, in case of new applicants, not be admitted 
into the congregation as full members. They understood that there 
-were many in their congregations who did not unde11 sta.nd or even 
agree. But they hoped to influence their congregations. They 
themselves called it a "platform," as a party platform. They did 
not mean 1 t to be a test of admission into the congregation. It 
was a curriculum, not a. creed. 

You, as a liberal congregation, have the same right. You 
may say to all who wish to join: "This is what we will tea.ch in 
our school and from our pulpit. It is for each pros pee tive mem-

ber to decide -whether he will join or not." But you have no 
right to propose a credal test of conscience, to say to any Jew 
who wishes to join: "Make a. confession of faith. If you cannot 
accept our creed, you may not be a full member." You have no right 
to examine the conscience-of any child of Israe 1 in 011der to de­

cide whether his beliefs are acceptable to you. You have the right 
to influence him once he joins. You have tlJ,e right to a platform, 
to a curriculum, but not t o a creed. 

Official creeds as tests for admission into a congregation 
are frequent in the Chl1istian Church; there are none such lcnown in 
Judaism. Jewish congregations and groups of congregations h.ave of­
ten suspended or even expelled members (by use of the ban) and even 
whole groups of Jews have been placed under the ban. Jewish Ortho­
dox law also classifies certain violators of traditional practice 
as apostates, yet it was scrupulously careful to safeguard all the 
basic religio-legal rights of apostates (as inheritance, marriage, 
etc.). As for the ban of exclusion, 1 t is to be noted tha.t even 
so solemn a ban as that imposed by the great Elijah of Vilna 
against the sect ofCmsidim had almost no effect on Jewish life. 
It was completely nullified. by the deep-rooted sense of comrade­
ship of the Jewish conununities. At all events, the policy and 
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practice of exclusion is a logical and even a justifiable instru. 
ment in the hands of an Orthodox religious body which claims di­
vine validity for all its creeds and rituals; but it makes no 
sense in a liberal congregation. 

Returning to your complaints against the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, your premise is th.a. t we have departed from the 
classical pattern of Reform. Of course we have, and so have you, 
and so may every liberal religionist depart from older patterns, 
provided the essentials are thereby strengthened. The only ques­
tion is whether the changes which have occurred have violated the 
essential (not necessarily the classical) principles of Reform 
Judaism. An examination of the specifications in your resolution 
indicates that they all concern Zionism in one way or another. 

The simplest way to discuss them is to put them together 
in to the one charge which you clearly mean to make: "The Central 
Conference has become Zionistic and has thereby abandoned the es­
sentials of Reform Judaism." 

The answer to this implied charge can be made unequivocally. 
The Conference has not become Zionistic. It has, however, ceased 
to be anti-Zionistic. In past years the Conference, in a numbur 
of resolutions, expressed its anti-Zionism. Thero were few Zion­
ists in the Conference in those years. By the way, the anti­
Zionist majority would have been appalled if anyone during all 
these years had ever made the un-Jewish suggestion that Zionist 
Reform Rabbis, disagreeing as they did with the avowed principles 
of the Conference, should not have the right to vote. As the years 
went by the nwnber of Zionists in the Conference increased. By 
this time it may well be that the majority of our· members are Zion­
ists. We do not seek to know. We do not submit our members to a 
credal test. 

The manifest fact now is that there are many, perhaps even 
a majority, of our members who are both convinced Zionists and con­
vinced Reform Jews. These rabbis do not find their Reform Judaism 
and their Zionism to be mutually incompatible. It is obV'ious, then, 
that there has been a definite change of mood in our Conference. 
Therefore, in harmony wl th liberal pr1 inciples, this new mood was 
acknowledged in our 1943 Resolution. We recognized the fact, 
plainly observable in the life of hundreds of our Reform Rabbis, 
that Reform and Zionism are quite compatible. Each member of our 
Conference may d.ecide for himself whether to accept or reject Zion­
ism. Whichever way he decides will not affect hls status or h:f.s 
moral right to be part of our Conference. 

Whether we are justified in thus changing a past emp'imsis, 
or whether what we have changed is an essential, indispensable 
doctrine, may we 11 be debated. All I can say to you is that the 
majority of the Rabbis of the Conference believe that it is a 
justified and liberal change to permit each member to have his own 
opinion on Zionism without considering this opinion a violation 
of Reform. If the judgment of the majority of the Reform Rabbis 
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on this question 1s not acceptable to you, whose judgment wi11 you 
accept? 

Since it is the responsibility of a rabbi to c ounsel his 
congregation, may I, as President of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, take the liberty of offering a word of counsel 
to you? Please do not be so nervous about the fu t ure of Reform 
Judaism. Reform Judaism is strong. Its influence in America ex­
tends far beyond those institutions which are avowedly Reform. 
All the American Jewish congregations which are departing from 
strict Orthodoxy have been influenced by the example of ou1' Reform 
Jewish institutions. Our leaders are giving guidance to many J ew­
ish and general movements in America. You do not need to build a 
fence around a Reform congregation to protect it against a t tack. 
Reform is of the future; it is a dynamic movement in Arner1 !can Ju­
daism. Let us be bold, confident, and friendly with all of Israel. 

SBF:LSF 

(Signed) SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 
President, 
Central Conference of 

American Rabbis 
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