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. . 

Resolution prepared and recommended by Policy Committee of 
H ebrerw Congregation Beth Israel of Houston, Texas ( an American 
Reform Congregation), on October 5, 1943, and unanimously 
adopted by Board of Trustees. 

The members of Hebrew Congregation Beth Israel, Houston, Texas (which Con

gregation was established May 8, 18 56) view with great concern and with n1uch regret 

the persistent, consistent and g_rowing deviation of organized An1erican Reform J udaisn1 

from the ideals and pattern which, at its founding under the leadership of Isaac M. 

Wise, endowed it with the promise of one of the great liberal religions of history. We 

are deeply concerned by the processes which, during the last two decades, have vitiated 

the broad universalism of this Judaism and have set in n1otion within it, forces which do 

not belong to the new world of emancipation and pron1ise, but which are attuned to and 

a part of the old world's concept of segregation and despair for Jewish life. 

The three great institutions of American Reform J udaisn1 are still those instrun1cn

talities born of the vision of Isaac M. Wise, THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGRE

GATIONS, THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE, and THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMER

ICAN RABBIS. Whatever strength this Judaism may have must come by way of leadership 

from these three institutions. Whatever defection there may be fron1 the classical pat

terns of this Judaism must similarly, in very large measure, be the responsibility of 

these institutions. 

Therefore, as a member of the Union of An1erican Hebrew Congregations and, as 

an An1erican Reform Congregation that has in the past and hopes to continue in the 

future to look to the Hebrew Union College and to the Central Conference of An1er

ican Rabbis for its spiritual leadership and guidance, we respectfully submit the follow

ing resolution in the devout hope that the action of this Congregation 1nay inspire sin1ilar 

action in other congregations and that, united in action, we n1ay be able to revive, 

strengthen, and re-inforce the heart and soul of that J udaisn1 so long and honorably 

associated with the tern1 "American Reforn1". 



(A) 

WHEREAS, the l, 'l.0:--.' OF Ai\IERICA, HEBREW Co GRl'GAT IO, ·s is the offici;•l organi:tation of the laymrn of 

American Reform Judaism, and \\'a called into being by l aac l\l. \Vise to J)J"O'v ick support for th\ 11 ebrc,~· l ' 11ion 

College and to effectively provide a vehicle for the active participation by Reform J l'\\ ish la) mrn in the dndopnw11t 
and progress of American Reform J udai m, and, 

WHEREAS, because of its position of leadership a larg<' shar<..: of tht: subn·n-ion that ha" takrn place in Reform 
J udai m mu ·t be con idered dereliction of leadership up ,H1 the part of t'.ic !lion oi merica11 Hebrcn· Cong;rq.!;a-

tion , therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that as a member congregation of the nion of Alllcrica11 llebrn Congr('gations, \\ e register 

a severe criticism to that body for the recurring and constant compromise of the principles of P dorm J udai. m and 

particularly upon the following specific count : 

1. The failure of the delegates of the 11ion of American Hebrew Congregation to the recent menran 
Jewish Conference to forthwith register and publicly announce a dissent from that Conference's Palestine Zionistir 

re olution, which said resolution far exceeded the Palestine resolution accepted by the nion of American Heb rew 

Congregation. and presented to its delegates a. instructio·1s before the American Jewish Confrrrnce convened. Their 
silence gave the impres ion of as cnt and any sub.equcnt ac r- ion must fail to overcome the der ·liction of the 1-c·po11si
bilitic of delegate - repre enting the laymen's reform move111c11t to publicly disavow a commitment of the l ' 11ion of 

American Hebrew Congregations to the full, maximal Zionist political program as endor ed by the Conference; fur

ther, the failure of the Execuitive Board to disavow the action of the J\merican Jc" ish Conference and to withdraw 
from aid Conference but in tead to refer the Palestine re :olution to the next biennial convention, ,,:hich is eighteen 

months hence, ha the practical effect to place the presti{?;e an<l influence of the r 11ion of America11 Hebrew Congre
gations du1 ing this period which may be the critical period of decision fully behind the maximal Zioni t political pro-

gram which contrary to the historical position of the R eform ongregations a11d the members thereof upon thi 

question; 

2. The recent tendency to eliminate the word "Reform" a the de.criptive title of merican J ucla ism and the 

gradual sub titutio11 of the word "liberal", as, for example, in ti1c new magazine, "LibLra l Judaism" , the official organ 

of the nion of American Hebrew Congregations. We sulm1it that "Reform J uclaism " has an cstahli hed and hon
orable conn otation in American life, both Jewish and non- i c\'\'ish; that it represented and represent certain definitive 
characteristics of religion in general and J udai.m in par,i rn lar; that the term, "libe1A" is 'vili;ue, no11-dcfi11itive a 

applied to our particular American branch of Judaism an-l 01)e11 to misunderstanding; and that in all prob:tbility thi • 

1.m·:.pccted switching of term without rhyme or reason , r<'p rcsent • still another con ·e ·:...:on to thc~e who a1◄e not 

"Pcform' ' but " ·ho desire to have the advantanges of Reform Ju<lai m's established position in the .American scene; 

3. The emplo) ment in its educational department of men in authority who arc -u lmittcd ly nationalistic in 

viewpoint with the resultant publication or endor ement o: edu ational materials for both adults and children which 

o-i ve a predominantly nationali tic int rpretation of Jewish life and hi~tory; 

4. The . uborclination of text substance of te,'t-books of the Union of American I1 cbre, • Congregation: press to 

the commercialization for sale of uch book to the end that such books being u cd in our religious schools ca1111ot 

longer be used for tl1 e ad rnncement of Reform Judaism b.'cause they arc designed ·o ;.s to be ~- alcablc al o to con

servative and orthodox religious schools a well, and 

BE IT F ' RTHER RESOLVED, that thee example in our judgment; call for a thon,ugh in\'Cs ti ;Yation of all of the 
departments of the Cnion of American Hebrew ongregations and of th· oflicial ..,, both salari('cl a11cl 111H,ala1 ied,, ·ith 

the underlying and avowed purpo e of having the policies and personnel of the nion of mcrican l lebrcw "ongrc

gations vi~orous and enthu ia tic in the advancement, without apology or compromise, of the hi toric principles of 

American Reform Judaism, and 

Jfo IT Ft:RTllER RESOLVED, that in the future co11yc11tions of the n1011 of mencan llchrl'\·,· Crmgregations 
consideration be given, through amendment to by-law or otlicn ·is(.'. , to in u ring th at the :trrrcd itl'd delegates be 

preponderantly laymen in merican Reform Judaism; tha t con7rcgation be notifi ed that their accreclitcd delegate~ 
should by prcferen e be laymen; that rabbi attend in ad ; ory capacities; that addre:s s and committ ·e actions be 

con ·c iously de ij.!;ned, however, to e.·prc : the laymen's view poii1t; and that for purpose where joint action i ca!Jecl 

for, between Reform Rabbinate and Reform laymen, "0111..: cffcctiYe mo<lus operandi be de igned which should give 

equal representation to rabbis and laymen anti, 

I3E lT FL: RTHER RESOLVED, that in all important sta iding commi .ions of the 11ion of American Hehr'\\' on-

gregation , particularly tho. e having to do with educati ' lll, ccrcmonie . public information about Jews rind Judaism. 
['.tc., the membership of laymen, in aclvi ory capa itie be o-rca ly increa eel, in order that in the e important and con

troversial area ·, the opinion of the Reform Jcwi h laity 111ay be a<le<1uatdy reprc entcd. 



( B ) 

WHEREAS, the Hebrew Union College is the rabbini..:al seminary founded b,v Isaac M. Wisc for the exclusive 
and specific purpose of providing American Reform J cws with leadership trained in and harmonious with the tradi
tions of American Reform Judaism, and, 

WHEREAS, there arc today, as there were in the days \'vhen the Hebrew Union College was founded, ample rab
binical institutions to supply American Jewry with rabbi~ of either conservative or orthodox qualifications, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that this Congregation, an American Reform Congregation, joined by such others as may 
entertain similar views, which Congregations traditionally look to the Hebre,v Union College for spiritual leaders, 
urgently request and expect of the responsible College authorities a thorough and complete investigation of the curricu
lum, requirements and personnel, some or all of which must provide the basic reasons for producing over the recent 
years, an, overwhelming preponderance of graduates who ha ve openly expressed little sympathy with and who have 
actively sought little expansion of the historic principles of Reform j udaism, and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such investigatiori and study be made by laymen, sufficiently qualified to both 
find and evaluate the reasons for this transformation in th:: Hebrew Union College gradu:ates, such group to be duly 
authorized to utilize in an advisory capacity any rabbini .:a l assistance desired by it, and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the course of su ·-2 h investigation, particular attention be placed upon the 
following factors which would seem to have an important bearing upon the attitudes of recent Hebrew Union College 
graduates; 

1. Increasing emphasis by College authorities upon the kno\,-ledge of Hebrew which, while highly meritorious, 
is hemming of decreasing importance in an age when the ;.:;rent 1 re asu re ' of Jewish life are being made available in 
English and, when there is a lesser rather than a greata knowledge of H ebrew in the constituency of Reform 
Congregations. It is our information and belief that such an cmpha::;is has a tendency to make it more difficult for 
young men with the background of American Reform fami ly upbringing to qualify as students at Hebrew Union 
College, since a profou11d knowledge of the Hebrew language has never been a cardinal tenet of R eform Judaism. 
Thus, while pursuing the pathway of R eform Judaism, w~ arc iri effect disqualifying our own Reform-educated boys 
from future leadership in the mov'"'ment in which they were raised as Jews. This is but a process of sdf-<lcfca.t. The ten
dency is to attract to Hebrew Union College g•rcater p101)01 .tionate students from Orthodox and Conservative back
grounds than from Reform. It is, morover both illogical and unnecessary as the knowledge of Hebrew becomes ever 
less indispensable to a knowledge of Jewish life and lore. 

2. The total lack or at least the inadequacy of any th Hough course at the Hebrew Union College that is designed 
to provide 'an understanding of the hi tory and the ideolo,.,y of Reform Judaism itself. We do not minimize the 
need of a knowledge of the totality of Jewish life and th )ught but the Hebrew Union College is an American 
Reform institution and its graduates arc held forth as Reform Rabbis who have been educated at the expense of 
American Reform Jews, therefore, we submit that it is nJt expecting too much that they should be specialists in the 
promulgation and the defense of that particular interpretation of Jud aism. 

3. The overcrowding of the profession , unless the gra.l uates leave the Hebrew Union College fired with the 
zeal to carry the message of Reform Judaism to the mill ions of unaffiliated J e\-vs who have had no contacts with 
the outlook and the philosophies of American Reform Ju rl aism and thereby stimulating the creation of new and 
additional Reform congregations where needed. In such event, Reform Judaism can become the factor in the United 
States so devoutly hoped for by its founders. Unless this can be accomplished this overet1owding of the profession 
has the tendency to deprive the Rabbi of a feeling of security and further ,tends to reduce his status from that of 
leader and teacher to a position of conciliator and politician. 



( C) 

WHEREAS, the Central Conference of American Rabbis 1s the Rabbinical body obligated with leadership for 
American Reform Judaism, and 

WHEREAS, its own members, above all others, should recognize an<l acknowledge that the Judaism over which 
they have been given the leadership and supervision has certain distinctive qualities which called it into being as an 
interpretation of Jewish life, and 

WHEREAS, in the past few years ,the energies of the Central Conference of American Rabbis seem by both im
pression and record to have been in the direction of apologizing for the differences between Reform .Judaism and other 
branches of Judaism, rather than ,to have been directed toward planning the strengthening and the extension of Reform 
Judaism, and 

WHEREAS, the historic pattern of Reform Judaism has been one of oppos1t1on to political Zionism and Jewish 
nationalism, regardless of what may or may not have be-..:n the relationship between these forces and other branches 
of Judaism, now, therefore, 

BE 1T RESOLVED, that this congregation, an American Reform Congregation, served by members of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis does hereby protest against that body's departure from the historic pattern of Amer
ican Reform J udaisrn, as first enuJiciated by Reform Rabbis in conference in this country at Philadelphia in 1869 
and at Pittsburg in 1885, as re-stated at Riochester in 1920 (after the Balfour declaration) and as further re-defined 
in the Columbus platform of 1937, which departures are indicated by the fellowing actions of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis. 

1. The entertainment and subsequent adoption of a resolution endorsing a "J cwish Army" at its 1942 conven
tion, which action was a definite emb.roilment of a religio us interpretation of Jewish life in a political quarrel and 
the commitment of that religious interpretation of Jewish life to a partisan, political program; 

2. The entertainment and adoption of a resolut ion at its 1943 convention, asserting that there is "no essential 
incompatability bet ween Reform Judaism and Zionism," when as a matter of historic fact and acti'◊n, the very 
essence of Reform J udai~m has been opposition to both Jewish nationalism and to such emphasis upon the racial, 
folkloristic, tribal vestiges of Judaism as stem from it; 

3. The inclusion in the latest, revised version of the Union Prayerbook Volume I, of service numbered "V", for 
the Sab'bath Evening, which is admittedly nationalistic in character when, again, the whole structure and tradition 
of Reform Jud.aism has been one of departure from and emancipation above and beyond a religion of nationalistic 
limitations and delineations, as evidenced in the ]1istoric fact that among the modifications for which early Reform 
contended was the climin?.tion of prayers which alluded either to the restoration of or the return of lsracl to a 
physical Zion; 

4. The accession of the delegates officially representing the Central Conference of American Rabbis to the Amer
ican Jewish Conference to the maximal Zionist program of that Conference, despite the fact that the official plat
form of the Central Conference of American Rabbis adop i:ed in Columbus in 1937, i:5 violated in spirit and in letter 
by rnch maxim al., Zionist resolution . The American Jewish Conference's resolu'ton, from whi h the Central Con
ference of American Ra!}.bis delegates registered no disse:1t far exceeds any declaration upon Palestine upon which 
Cen'tral Conference of American Rabbis membership has been permi tte,' a free and demo ·ratic vote and docs not 
represent, as a result of any referendum or otherwise, t!1e recorded or ascertained convictions of the membership 
of the Central Conference of American Rabbis; 

S. The acceptance through their silence of the Centnl Conference of American Rabbis delegates to the Amer
ican Jewish Conference, (and the participation by some), in the undignified, abusi\·e, and unwarranted attacks upon 
fellow rabbis and laymen who a re members of R eform Cougrcgations and whose "crime" consisted in the exercise of 
the right of free speech to state what has been the traditional position of Reform Judaism in the U nitcd States 
upon the question of political Zionism. 



( D) 

WHEREAS, it is the judgment of this Congregation, that in the final analysis, 

the life and the destiny of American Reform J udaisn1 depends upon the vitalitY 

of the belief in such Judaism among the men1bers in the Congregations, and 

WHEREAS, in its inception, Reform J udais1n was a moven1ent that was born 

of the vision and desire of laymen who sought a Judaism in consonance with the 

etnancipation of their lives, and, 

WHEREAS, in the less than a century of its active participation in the Amer

ican scene, Reform Judaism has rendered notable service and made lasting contri

butions for all Judaism here, now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the n1embers of Cono-regation Beth Israel, that we call 

upon the congregations of American Reforn1 J udaisn1 once again through their 

lay officers and n1en1bers to strike out courageously with vision and leadership; 

that they study this frank protest and join with us in the call upon the institu

tions of this Judaism to survey the whole status of American Reform against the 

pattern of its historic principles and demand of the next convention of the Union 

of An1erican Hebrew Congregations that it take in1n1ediate steps to formulate a 

program and to in1plement it with action of an aggressive kind, designed to re

store to American Reforn1 Judaism that liberal, universal emphasis which made 

it historically significant and distinctive as an interpretation of Jewish life and 

a factor among the religions of the western world. 



I. ht &nla tJnnl 
&abbt 

&panlsl} aanb 11urtagu,sr &ynagopu, 

&flrarttfl Jurarl 

~ounbtb 1655 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
~. 185th St.~.Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland,Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver, 

gg cn,nirat Jark .,.1 

N,111 lork Ql\tg, N. I . 

(23) 

Novemb r 8, 1943. 

Have you seen the mimeographed form of 
application for ambership used by Congregation Beth 
Isr~el in Houston,Texas, The applicant has to subscribe 
to certain basic principles which are listed. Among 
them are a declaration that we are no longer a nation, 
and do not expect to return to Palestine. nwe are neither 
a nation.A. a nationality, nor a race ... n "Our nation is 
the U.S .. , our nationality is American, our flag is the 
stars and stripes, our race is Caucasian." Later on the 
declaration of principles com els the applicant for member
ship to reject rabbinical and Mosaic Laws which regulate 
diet, priestly purity, dress and similar laws, and it compels 
the applicant to accept whatever changes the Bitual Committee 
of the congregation may make from time to time. 

While the applicant must urgently desire the 
cultivation of the Hebre~ language, "the Hebrew language 
is becoming unintelligible to the vast majority of our 
co-religionists, therefore it must make way, as is advisable 
in existing circumstances, to intelligible language in prayer, 
which if not understood is a soul-less form. 

Note that these rejections or the Jewish People, 
• of Eretz Israeli of Biblical laws, of the use of,if not the desire 
fo1i the Hebrew anguage, are made mandatory on one who desires 
memoership in the congregation. 

I wonder why the laymen, or could it have been 
rabbis~who drew up these principles, did not preface them 
with the statement flNo Jews Need Apply." 

I suppose that the u.A.H.C. can not interfere 
with the autonoxey- of any of its constituents, even if they 
pilletitthemselves as hotbeds of Jewish anti-Semitism, but 
it does seem to me that somehow out of the Reform call\pthis 
truly shocking statement should not be allowed to pass 
unchallenged. 

81ncerely yours, 

DSP/te 



Resolution adopted by the members of Hebrew Congregation Beth 

Israel of Houston, Texas ( an American Reform Congregation) at 

a special meeting of the Congregation held on November 23, 1943. 

- PREAMBLE -

The members of Hebrew Congregation Beth Israel, Houston, Texas ( which Con

gregation was established May 8, 18 56) view with great concern and with much regret 

the persistent, consistent and growing deviation of organized American Reforn1 Judaism 

from the ideals and pattern which were established at its founding under the leadership 

of Isaac M. Wise. We are deeply concerned by the processes which, during the last two 

decades, have vitiated the broad universalism of this Judaism and have set in n1otion 

within it, forces which do not belong to the new world of emancipation and pron1ise, but 

which are attuned to and are a part of the old world's concept of segregation and despair 

for Jewish life. 

The three great institutions of American Reforn1 J udaisn1 are still those instrumen

talities born of the vision of Isaac M. Wise, 'fHE NIO OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGRE

GATIO S, THE HEBREW UNIO COLLEGE, and THE CE TRAL CONFERENCE OF AMER

ICAN RABBIS. Whatever strength this J udais1n may have n1ust come by way of leadership 

from these three institutions. Whatever defection there may be f ron1 the classical pat

terns of this Judaism must similarly, in very large measure, be the responsibility of 

these institutions. 

Therefore, as a n1ember of the nion of American Hebrew Congregations and, as 

an American Reform Congregation that has in the past and hopes to continue in the 

future to look to the Hebrew nion College and to the Central Conference of Amer

ican Rabbis for its spiritual leadership and guidance, we respectfully submit the follow

ing resolution in the devout hope that the action of this Congregation may inspire similar 

action in other congregations and that, united in a tion, we may be able to revive, 

strengthen, and re-inforce the heart and soul of that Judaism so long and honorably 

associated with the term "An1erican Reform". 



(A) 

WHEREAS, the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS is the official organization of the laymen of 
American Reform Judaism, and was called into being by Isaac M. Wise to provide support for the Hebrew Union 
College and to effectively provide a vehicle for the active participation by Reform Jewish laymen in the development 
and progress of American Reform Judaism, and, 

WHEREAS, because of its position of leadership a large share of the retrogression that has taken place in Refon11 
Judaism must be considered dereliction of leadership upon the part of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega
tions, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that as a member congregation of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, we register 
a severe criticism to that body for the recurring and constant compromi e of the principles of Reform Judaism and 
particularly upon the following specific counts: 

1. The failure of the delegates of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations to the recent American 
Jewish Conference to forthwith register and publicly announce a di sent from that Conference's Palestine Zionistic 
resolution, which said resolution far exceeded the Palestine resolution accepted by the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations and presented to its delegates as instructions before the American Jewish Conference convened. Their 
silence gave the impression of assent and any subsequent action must fail to overcome the dereliction of the responsi
bilities of delegates representing the laymen's reform movement to publicly disavow a commitment of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations to the full, maximal Zionist political program as endorsed by the Conference; fur
ther, the failure of the Executive Board to disavow the action of the American Jewish Conference and to withdraw 
from said Conference but instead to refer the Palestine resolution to the next biennial convention, which is eighteen 
months hence, has the practical effect to place the prestige and influence of the Union of American Hebrew Congre
gations during this period, which may be the critical period of decision, fully behind the ma imal Zionist political pro
gram which is contrary to the historical position of the Reform Congregations and the members thereof upon this 
question; 

2. The recent tendency to eliminate the word "Reform,, as the descriptive title of American Judaism and the 
gradual substitution of the word "liberal", as, for example, in the new magazine, "Liberal Judaism", the official organ 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. We submit that "Reform Judaism" ha an established and hon
orable connotation in .American life, both Jewish and non-Jewish; that it represented and represents certain definitive 
characteristics of religion in general and Judaism in particular; that the term, "liberal" is vague, non-definitive as 
applied to our particular American branch of Judaism and open to misunderstanding; and that in all probability this 
unexpected switching of term without rhyme or reason, represents still another concession to those who af!e not 
"Reform" but who desire to have the advantanges of Reform J udai m's e tablished position in the American scene; 

3. The employment in its educational department of men in authority who are admittedly nationalistic in 
viewpoint with the resultant publication or endorsement of educational materials for both adults and children which 
give a predominantly nationalistic interpretation of Jewish life and history; 

4. The subordination of "text substance" of text-books issued b. the nion of American Hebrew Congregations 
to the "commercialization for sale" of such books to the end that such books being used in our religious schools cannot 
longer be used for the advancement of Reform Judaism because they are designed so as to be saleable also to con
servative and orthodox religious schools as well, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these examples in our judgment call for a thorough investigation of all of the 
departments of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations with the underlying and avo ed purpose of having 
the policies and personnel of the Union of American Hebrew Congrcg;a ions vigoroL.s and enthusiastic in the advance
ment, without apology or compromise, of the historic principles of American Reform Judaism, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the fotur • conventions of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
• consideration be given, through amendment to by-laws or otherwise, to insuring that the accredited delegates be 

preponderantly__ laymen in American Reform Judaism; that congregations be notified that their accredited de egates 
shoula"6y preference be laymen; that rabbis attend in adv ,sory capacities; that addresses and committe;-'aciloi-ir be 
con ciously designed, fi"owever, to express the 1 men's view oint; and that for purposes where joint action is called 
for, between Reform Rabbinate and Reform laymen, some e ective modus operandi be designed which should give 
equal repre entation to rabbis and laymen, and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in all important standing commi sions of the Union of American Hebrew Con
gregations, particularly those having to do with education, ceremonies, public information about Jews and Judaism, 
etc., the membership of laymen, in advisory capacities be greatly increased, in order that in. these important and con
troversial areas, the opinion of the Reform Jewish laity may be adequately represented. 



(B) 

WHEREAS, the Central Conference of American Rabbis 1s the Rabbinical body obligated with leadership for 
American Reform Judaism, and 

WHEREAS, its own members, above all others, should recognize and ack nowledge that the Judaism over which 
they have been given the leadership and supervision has certain distinctive qualities which called it into being as an 
interpretation of Jewish life, and 

WHEREAS, in the past few years .the energies of the Central Conference of American Rabbis seem by both im
pression and record to have been in the direction of apologizing for the differences between Reform Judaism and other 
branches of Judaism, rather than/ .to have been directed toward planning the strengthening and the extension of Reform 
Judaism, and 

WHEREAS, the historic pattern of Reform Judaism has been one of oppos1t1on to political Zionism and Jewish 
nationalism, regardless of what may or may not have been the relationship between these forces and other branches 
of Judaism, now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that this congregation, an American Reform Congregation, served by members of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis does hereby protest against that body's departure from the historic pattern of Amer
ican Reform Judaism, as first enunciated by Reform Rabbis in conference in this country at Philadelphia in 1869 
and at Pittsburg in 1885, as re-stated at Rochester in 1920 ( after the Balfour declaration) and as further re-defined 
in the Columbus platform of 1937, which departures ar~ indicated by the following actions of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis. 

1. The entertainment and subsequent adoption of a resolution endorsing a "Jewish Army" at its 1942 conven
tion, which action was a definite embroilment of a religious interpretation of Jewish life in a political quarrel and 
the commitment of that religious interpretation of Jewish life to a partisan, political program; 

2. The ent:ertainment and adoption of a resolution at its 1943 conveution, asserting that there is "no essentiaJ 
incompatability between Reform Judaism and Zionism," when as a matter of historic fact and action, the very 
essence of Reform Judaism has been opposition to both Jewish nationalism and to such emphasis upon the racial, 
folkloristic, tribal vestiges of Judaism as stem from it; 

3. The inclusion in the latest, revised version of the Union Prayerbook Volume 1, of service numbered ' ' " , for 
the Sabbath Evening, which is admittedly nationalistic in character when, again, the whole structure and tradition 
of Reform Judaism has been one of departure from and emancipation above and beyond a religion of nationalistic 
limitations and delineations, as evidenced in the historic fact that among the modifications for which early Reform 
contended was the elimination of prayers which alluded either to the restoration of or the return of Israel to a 
physical Zion; 

4. The accession of the delegates officially representing the Central Conference of American Rabbis to the Amer
ican Jewish Conference to the maximal Zionist program of that Conference, despite the fact that the official plat
form of the Central Conference of American Rabbis adopted in Columbus in 1937, is violated in spirit and in letter 
by such maximal, Zionist resolution. The American Jewish Conference's resoluton, from which the Central Con
ference of American Rabbis delegates registered no dissent far exceeds any declaration upon Palestine upon which 
Central Conference of American Rabbis membership has been permitted a free and democratic vote and does not 
represent, as a result of any referendum or otherwise, the recorded or ascertained convictions of the membership 
of the Central Conference of American Rabbis; 

5. The acceptance through their silence of the Central Conference of American Rabbis delegates to the Amer
ican Jewish Conference, ( and the participation by some), in the undignified, abusive, and unwarranted attacks upon 
fellow rabbis and laymen who are members of Reform Congregations and whose "crime" consisted in the exercise of 
the right of free speech to state what has been the traditional position of Reform Judaism in the U ni'ted States 
upon the question of political Zionism. 



( C) 

WHEREAS, the Hebrew Union College is the rabbinical seminary founded by Isaac M. Wise for the exclusive 
and specific purpose of providing American Reform Jews with leadership trained in and harmonious with the tradi
tions of American Reform Judaism, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that this Congregation, an American Reform Congregation, joined by such others as may 
entertain similar views, which Congregations traditionally look to the Hebrew Union College for spiritual leaders, 
urgently request of the responsible College authorities a thorough and complete investigation of the curriculum, 
requirements and personnel, some or all of which must provide some of the ba ic reasons for the fact that over the 
recent years, an overwhelming preponderance of graduates have openly expressed little sympathy with and have actively 
sought little expansion of the historic principles of Reform Judaism, and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the course of such investigation, particutar attention be placed upon the 
following factors which would seem to have an important bearing upon the attitudes of recent Hebrew Union College 
graduates; 

1. Increasing emphasis by College authorities upon a considerable background of Hebrew to pass the entrance 
examinations. It is our information and belief that such an emphasis has a tendency to make it more difficult for 
young men with the background of American Reform family upbringing to qualify as students at Hebrew Union 
College, since a profound knowledge of the Hebrew language has never been a cardinal tenet of Reform Judaism 
Thus, while apparently pursuing the pathway of Reform Judaism, we are in effect di qualifying our own Reform
educated boys from future leadership in the movement in which they were raised as Jews. This is but a process of 
self-defeat. The tendency is to attract to Hebrew Union College greater proportionate students from Orthodox and 
Conservative backgrounds than from Reform. 

2. The failure to provide a more thorough course at the Hebrew Union College that is designed to provide 
an understanding of the history and the ideology of Reform Judaism itself. We do not minimize the need of a know
ledge of the totality of Jewish life and thought but the Hebrew Union College is an American Reform institution 
and its graduates are held forth as Reform Rabbis who have been educated at the expense of American Reform 
Jews, therefore, we submit that it is not expecting too much that they should be specialists in the promulgation and 
the defense of that particular interpretation of Judaism. 

CONCLUSION 

WHEREAS, it is the judgment of this Congregation, that in the final analysis, the life and the destiny of American 
Reform Judaism depends upon the vitality of the belief in such Judaism among the members in the Congregations, 
and, 

WHF:REAS, in its inception, Reform Judaism was a movement tha t was born of the v1s1on and desire of laymen 
who sought a Judaism in consonance with the emancipation of their lives, and. 

WHEREAS, in the less than a century of its active participation in the American scene, Reform Judaism has ren
dered notable service and made lasting contributions for all Judaism, now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the members of Congregation Beth Israel, that it is our earnest hope that the congregations 
of American Reform Judaism once again through their lay officers and members will study this frank protest and 
survey the whole status of American Reform against the pattern of its historic principles and demand of the next 
convention of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations that it take immediate step to formulate a program 
and to implement it with action of a constructive kind, designed to restore to American Reform Judaism that liberal, 
universal emphasis which made it historically significant and distinctive as an interpretation of Jewish life and a bless
ing to Israel and mankind. 



■TUDV O F THE RABBI 

LDN13WDDD AVE . AT PLYMOUTH ST. 

DA. JOSHUA LOTH LIEBMAN 

TEMPLE 18 RAEL 

BDBTDN 1 S, MABB. 

l el 0·1ve, Dr. Abba lli 
The T0mrle, 
E 05t St 
Cleveland 

nd An el Road, 
Oho. 

Deqr F ien: 

De mbe 
Se ond 
194 

I di0 go to Houston u e tne impress o that I woul 
have the 0pn0~ u i y to -A itb the le c r ~ the 
Re orm Co gr g~ ov and th mm er h of the rt f rm 
Co gregat·o, ith tne possibi ity o presenting the 
po nt o view h ch ~e both sh re on R ~orro Jud sm and 
Zion sm. As you cqn ~ ell u ers nd, I wa s ~orced to 
cancel m ny important oblig tion hure in }e\ Engl~ , 

Ar icul~r during this tim of emerg n yon the nti
S rn i tic si tua on here i11. thic, r a. I 'V s gl'ld to do 

n the conv·ction tha I "ght serve the cause ta 
very crucia ime of decisio~. 

~hen I arrived in Houston, I found thq the dominant 
element in the congregation had mq e cl ~rr to s m~ 
cur nation 1 1 &des, thei UPT i lingness toe se 
th mselve o th on og ton tone~ ides. Bo h 
Freehof nd Es rat were n· de to un erstand th t 
their nrese ce , s o 9 ire~ ir rl us . Unrter tnosa ... 
circu1s ~nces, my task, wh ch to hP p reven the 
co gregation from making g u - e sh an un-Democratic 
decis1on, wa rendered lmost im oss"ble of fulf lment. 
Perhans I did s rve fun tion in giving strength and 
mor le to th member o the con regation who did fi 

he cour g, to come to h ~ me. Ar 1 i of mi in 
Huston in ormed me that the eaders o the anti-Zion st 
forces used real pressure to prevent the commun ty from 
att ding an err. my qddress. 

I am encl s ng an axe . nt f .rom a t r ·ivhich He ry 
Mentor sent me yester r:t.y whicn perhap ill be of inter st 
to you. If I have yo hor n9 eri on the Houston 

tua ion I sh 1 forward it to you. 

Ho ing ,oh nr f:oF you and vith rmes person 
greeting to you n you r one I remain -

JL.,. •brb Most cor i 1 y yours, 
J~.c_. -



EXCERPT OF LET~ER FROt DAViD H. "lliITE 
OF HOlJSTOI, TEXA 

FOV~MB R 26, 1943 

One cor:tri uting foctor w-::i th9 visit of' • bbi Joshua L !1bm n. 
1 supryos s ot go h~ ~ y not h9Ve been c0n idered a success, 
u wh:r you n yze this situation !1.S I h9V0 done, when you huve 
orked with the eople as I have don you can ap reciate hat his 

vis t really did. In the irs lac, or,e o the memb -rs of the 
Borird .Jho aid come own to meet Liebman and who was one o their 
nrepared spe~kers refused to speqk that evening although h€3Ui ot 
with th m. Secondly, about 175 out of an audienco o qp0roxirn tely 
F O ·ere Temple Beth Isr~el m mbers ad ho im ressed the audience as 
no ~udience has been impres ed before. One of these boys, q brother-
n-lo of o e of the Tenple Board Memb~rs, hqs t ken upon hinself 

th task of raising fund for the JNF as a to en ap~ eciation of 
what t e Rabbi left ~ith him. He is not r9ising funs from our people, 
but from among thos members who voted for tne P inci les and he 
cr1me ir todqy ~ ith three c ntributions - t-v o fer a hund ed a piece 
and one check for '?50. O. In OUT' ·n ranks ·e h a stiff ning 
of the s~ines ith his isit and had e had t me we mi ht ha be0n 
abl, o cash in on th ·s e~ s irit. 

But it ·s an excellent begi~ning and tne new organiz tion which 
nonsored hi ap e~rince - the Jewish Cultur41 docioty, h snow 

be ome a defir:i te organ. z tio:1 kno,Jn as the Jewish Forum 9.nd "Jill 
furction, and 1 nee r I t t you tn it •will fun tion for he 
adva ement o our cquse on a city-·"· de b sis. This pro ect has 
been one in iJ'hich i -1 ..... ve been vitally inter sted and I feel t t 
with th e ush that abbi L· obman gave re on the way to a 
bntter commur.i ty underst'"'nding - if you 1. il I hBlp us along , i th 

peakers. 

Now about th meeting ron r, but first nother observ·tion on 
the Liebman mevtiri . ~i th the an11ouncement o LJieoman 1 s coming we 
sent an invitation to ac~ m mber of the Tam le to be pr sent . ln 
addi t • on ·v arranged a srnal l private dinner to which 1 os Feld 
invited seven members of the boArd n P cockt i n r y to hich we 
invited two hundred people in the namo of Julius Fohs and held t 

do"nto·,Jn Hote • Of the seven rlo'lr membe s invi t d one sho, ed up 
and the result I reported on the first pnge . For the cocktail p~rty 

e had a hundred turn out . Both of these me-}tings ,1ere fine. The 
Rabbi as superb and hit the right spot. 

As to th., lee ture prouer. Jhen the Bo rd le'l ers faun out about 
hi coming they got their comr:1i ttee W0.:'.' 1 i ~g n the :i:;hone an e ch 
1nb. ber Has called nd told o stay ·, y from tho n t "lg as this as 
pur y a Zionist v Tho ::1.umb l' of Temple m .1b9rs o-r, ,s nt at the 
wet. g 10 d~y I re ort d to you on the fist p e of th s l,tt YI• 

d incident y, I was told th~ . hn htal ' s se. tary wast re and 
too do;;•n tho dress . 
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(Reprint from The Jewish Post, lndianopli Ind., April 21, 1944.) 

Ccntrll Confer nee of American 
Rabbis, 

Rabbi Solomon B. Frcehof, President. 

Dear Rabbi Freehof: 

As president of Mount Sinai Con
gregation of thi city, I rccei cd a few 
days ago your m age of March 5 
enclosing a copy of your reply to the 
protc t directed to you by Congrega
tion Beth Israel of Hou ton, Texas. I 
make thi re pon e to you in my pri
vate, not my official capacity, and not 
a a defense for Houston, for they 
need none, but as a statement of the 
reaction to your letter. I shall submit 
a copy to the Board of Trustees of 
Mount Sinai at our meeting April 19, 
and I am ending 1 copy to Houston 
and to OPINION because of it, im
modcra t attacks on the gentlemen 
from Bou ton. 

At the outset, let me identify my
self and my po ition. I am a Reform 
Jew of the liberal school; my parents 
were of the Conservatives; and my 
grandparents, both paternal and ma
ternal, were rigidly Orthodox. I con
cur wholeheartedly with the substance 
of the views tated by Houston. I 
expre cd tho c opinions publi ly and 
in writing in our own Congregation 
here as early as 1922 and have ad
hered to them ever since. . . . I am 
a sub criber to The Ameri an Council 
for Judaism, Inc., and as early as 1934 
I openly asserted the views which the 
Council was formed to advance .... 
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Your reply to Houston is in two 
parts. In the first, you state the Hous
ton charge to be that uthe Central 
Conference has departed from the 
(classic' pattern of Reform Judaism.,, 
You admit that charge, in substance, 
and then proceed to occupy more than 
half your message to show that it i 
not philo ophically sound to make 
uch a prote t. In o doing, you make 

use of the common di ale tic device of 
ta ting a case different from the one 

at i uc, and then an w ring that dif
ferent cas~ rather than meeting the 
true issue. If your sta tern en t of the 
Houston charge were correct, you 
woud be quite right in a rting that 
the eff ct of the Hou ton doctrine 
would be to p trif y R form Judaism 
into a fi ed pattern of fi.f ty years ago 
( though, at the ame time, the views 
apparently entertained by <•mo t m m
bers of the Central Conference" would 
carry us back and tie us to a Pro
crustean bed of two thousand year 
ago). 

As you well know, the Houston 
charge i not that you have departed 
from the "cla ic" pattern of Reform 
Judai m. It strikes much deeper, as 
we shall see. True, the Hou ton Pre
amble u es the word ucla sical pat
tern ;" but the Resolutions and the 
Conclusion deal wholly with uhistoric 
principles,, and with uthe historic pat
tern'' evolved through the y ars 18 69 
to 19 3 7, not a fixed mold set 5 0 years 
ago. But I shall not pause to quibble 
about words; as Mr. Justice Cordozo 



and other member of the Supr m 
Court of the United State ha c o 
oft n reminded us, tag and ticket , 
label and d finition aid u but little 
in the quest for the truth. For here 
we deal with vital concept ~ ith dyn
am1 movcm nts. 

You recognize and later tat , but 
do not an wcr, the indictment really 
brou ht by Hou ton. These ar your 
word : <The only que tion i wh ther 
the han e whi h ha c o curred h 

iolatcd the e. enlial (not n c arily 
th las ical) principle of R form 
J udai m." Why do you not an wcr 
that quc tion? 

The charge mad by Hou ton, ~md 
the hargc I mak , i that the change 
ha iobtcd the cntial prin iple . 
Mo t of th member of the n tra 1 

onfcr n arc gradu.tt of The He-
brew Union Colle c. Th Col lcge, a 
late a o ember, 1943, stated it 
ha i purpo e in the • word ( I quot 
only .the part that you would change): 

nBut it (Judai m) would also rec

og11ize its dut of e~i fence and elf
c,jJres ion and claim the right to f 111-

fi// the obligalion which both nece·-
ity and hi fory confer 1t/>0n it, of 

adapting it elf lo the life which ii 
, children mu I [iz;e as lo al citizen of 

thi • Am rican 11af ion, and J,arfici />ant 
in and e,zg r contributor to evolttin ·., 
American culture. Only with this 
con iou j,rogram could J udai m live 
and grow in America." 

rr]ewi h ideal and American ideals 
mu t be weld ·d togeth r into one 
Ii in,, compelling reality by men 
who could teach and lead and ere-
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ale with authority and COil ccra
tio11. 

And in h 1 - 4 uc f 
th lie c, at p c find 
th c tat mcnt c he l-
lcg : 

rru hold that Judai m is both 
in jJirit and fact a conlinuou. /y 
J>ro,~ re. ii e reli ~iou . di ci />line, and 
that it mu t be kcf,t con fantly lib
eral am/ j,irituall ,tier!. It bc
lici 1e that if Judaism i to li1 1e and 
e\/Jand here ill Aml'rirn ii mu I he 
oj,en lo ct er j)() ifil c in/luma of 
111odcrnirn1, mu ·f ,111,1re it,clf will 
ci'cr ad, ·ancr in . cie11 ti fie I hou .~ht, 
a,u/ mu t cn ,!!._e11der that t _ /Je of re

li~imr dct 1olion which L ill Cl o!.•c 
th" 1111compromisi11g l<naltv of Cl ' 

cq· Jew. The f ulurc of zrnrld /rn 'ry, 
cert 1i11l)1 for our 0 c11er,1lio11 re,/ i11 

. ,'I ' 

J\ llll'rin1." 

Finally, on ' tob r 16, 1943, at 
he ollc,. , it Pre i<l nt, Dr. Julian 

Morg n tern, in a ma t rpic 'C f Jc"\; -
i h tatcsman hip, an addrcs entitled 
" ati n, Pc p] ·, Reli ,.ion-~ hat Arc 
W ?,, aid: 

rrw,r e ]rt s, wherever we may 
dwell, will feel our elve comJ>lete
ly citizrn • of our re,pecliz1e nation . 
We will be till and e er, an inte
gral part of the eternal Jewi ·h j,eo

jJle, our reli 1iou people . . . eek
in g if living ex pre ion and crc-

ath·e fun lion in . mf,atbetic and 
wl ole-hearted infe 1 ration with the 
pirit and culture, achievement a,ul 

pro ,re of the nation or ·tate of 



which we arc responsible citizens ... 
we will -understand that cultural 
inter-relations are always of a give
and-take nature, and that even while 
we are being influenced and molded 
in spirit, so, simultaneou ly and 
commensurately, we influence and 
gh•e of our best to the cultural 
treasure and heritage of our nation, 
of the various religion in fellow-
hip with whom we live, ·and of all 

humanity." 

The charge brought against you is 
that you have violated these essential 
principles; that you reject this vital, 
dynamic modernism; that you would 
move us out of th se broad currents 
of generous cultural assimilation, and 
confine us to the narrow, ghetto-like 
i olation and seclusion of ancient con
e pts. Your emphasis on Political 
Zioni m i only one of the charges in 
th indi tment. 

In the second part of your Reply 
to Hou ton, you evade the five spe
cifi charges made by Houston. The 
Re olution of the Houston Congrega
tion particularizes those charges with 
great clarity. You might have under
taken to an wer them with equal di
re tne s. From your failure to do so, 
we may fairly conclude that the par
ti ulars of the charges are true. I 
think it is obviou that they are true. 
Instead of answering directly and 
clearly, you again evade the is ue by 
stating the question as one that it is 
not. You say that ((the one charge 
which Houston clearly means to 
make," is this: ((The Central Confer
ence has become Zionistic and has 
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thereby abandoned thee entials of Re
form Judai m." You answer your own 
question, not the Houston questions, 
by saying: 'The Conference has not 
become Zioni tic." The record seems 
to show that that answer i essentially 
untrue; that there is no need to pau e 
to debate it, for the true charge are 
much more serious. They are these: 

You have done, you do, precisely 
what you ay you do not do, prcci e
ly the sort of thing for which you 
upbraid Houston. You say, ((Each 
member of our Conference may decide 
for himself wheth r to accept or re
ject Zionism, whichever way he de
cides will not affect his t:itus or his 
moral right to be part of our Confer
ence." Why do you not permit Hous
ton the untramm lled right to formu
late its own views on Reform Judai m 
and on Zionism and more particularly, 
on Politica.l Zioni m? Why do you not 
permit each member of each congrc
ga tion to have hi own opinion on 
Zionism? Why do you preach Zion
ism from the pulpit? Why do you 
preach Zionism in the Union Prayer
book (S e Hou ton char No. 3)? 
\Vhy docs the Con£ eren c, as a Con
/ erence, adopt re olutions of appro al 
of Zioni m ( sec Hou ton charge No. 
2 ) , instead of allowing each member 
rabbi to state his own views? Why do 
you condone and participate in the 
outrageous vilification of your fellow 
members who have the courage and 
the fore ight to tatc icw on Zion
i m contrary to those held by your 
((majority" ( see Houston charge No. 
5) ? Why do you d "liberately, and a 
an ofii ial, formal body, commit Re-



form Jewry (whom you have the high 
privilege and great responsibility to 
represent) to highly controversial and 
perhaps perilous political programs ( see 
Houston charges Nos. 1 and 4)? 

Those are the vital charges, and 
those are the charges that your Reply 
to Houston leaves without answer. 
You approach the jugular when you 
say: «whether we are justified in thus 
changing a past emphasis, or whether 
what we have changed is essential, in
dispen able doctrine, may well be de
bated.'' In the e words, you confess 
the truth of the protest Houston 
le els at you; whether you are right, 
or whether the Hou ton doctrine is 
right, may well be debated. At the 
mom nt, most agre with you; some 
agree with Hou ton. Right there is 
th highest, the mo t vital issue: Why 
do you seek o strenuously to foreclose 
debate? Do you count that as being 
tcin harmony with liberal principles?" 
Practically all Americans will think 
that it is not. If I am correct in my 
appraisal that «At the moment, most 
agree with you," it i true only because 
we have been subjected for 2 5 years 
or more to unreasoned, emotional prop
aganda, and because during these years 
our Reform rabbis have been derelict 
in their solemn duty of enlightened 
leadership. 

Some few ha e awakened to their 
serious re ponsibilitie ; these few you 
would silence. If at the moment you 
may count for yourselves a numerical 
majority, do you reckon that that 
entitles you to commie Reform Jewry 
irrevocably to your present doctrine? 
Are minoritie to be no longer safe, to 
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be no longer heard? May the J cw, as 
a minority group, hope to secure, if he 
metes out to the minorities within his 
own ranks only bigotry, intolerance, 
libel and slander? 

<<If the counsel'' contained in your 
letter to Houston is to prevail, there is 
truly occasion to be <'nervous about 
the future of Reform Judaism.,, I 
Reform so frail that it cannot with
stand fearless, free and frank discus
sion? Is Reform leadership so unsure of 
itself that it must silence opposition, 
that it cannot brook criticism? You 
concede that the change which you 
have made may well be debated; and 
you a k: «If the judgment of the 
majority of the Reform Rabbis on this 
question is not acceptable to you, 
whose judgment will you accept?" 
There i no imperious necessity that 
that judgment be accepted and most 
a suredly not if it is not willing to 
subject itself to debate on a theme 
that umay wdl be debated." Each of 
us may, as you yourselves ugge. t, 
formulate our own independent judg
ment, at least until full discussion 
ripens into mature conclusion. It is 
the history of judicial decision in the 
United States, indeed it is the history 
of the United States, that the dissent 
of today becomes the majority of to
morrow. 

I submit this prote t humbly, con
scious of the importance of the issues 
and of my own limitations in address
ing a rabbinical body. 

Respc tf ully, 

LOUIS S. GOLDBERG, 
Sioux City, Ia. 
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OF THE REFORM CONGREGATION ADDRESSED: 

Gentlemen: 

I, FRIEDLANDER 

MRS, CARL J. HERMAN, SR, 

HERBERT E. LEVY 

MRS. M, D, LEVY 

RENE S, LEVY 

SAM W. LEVY 

MRS. LASKER M. MEYER 

ALBERT MEYERSON 

MRS. W. W. MUNZESHEIMER 

MELVIN ROUFF 
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You were recently favored with a communication from Rabbi Solo
mon B. Freehof, President Central Conference of American Rabbis, and as 
the issues discussed therein and concerning the subject matter embodied 
in the Resolution of Beth Israel Congregation, Houston, Texas, are in no
wise disposed of, v.re are replying to Rabbi Freeh of per printed copy at
tached. 

It is also a pleasure to enclose "A Hand Book of True Facts Concerning 
the 'Basic Principles' of Congregation Beth Israel, Houston, Texas, An 
American Reform Congregation," in which we believe you will find set 
forth highly elucidating data and material in support of Beth Israel's posi
tion. 

It is the conviction of Beth Israel that it is morally obligated to continue 
to pursue the aims and objectives embodied in its Basic Principles and in 
its Resolution; accordingly, Beth Israel will continue to keep all Reform 
Congregations informed of its actions and deliberations, through the mails, 
as there is not presently available any other medium at Beth Israel's dis
posal. 

We solicit not only your careful perusal of the accompanying printed 
matter, but also your influence and assistance in the attainment of revisions 
and reforms in our national agencies, U. A. H. C., C. C. A. R., and H. U. C., in 
which must lie our hope for the redemption and revitalization of American 
Reform Judaism. 

Your comments are earnestly solicited. 

Very truly yours, 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 
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lTTT a d<'<'/J S<' IIS<' of gralil11dl' a11d /<'< 1li11.~/11I ,,J,J,n·cit1/ir)JJ /or//}(' /orl) - /011r )<'<tr\ of 

faii'hf 11I S<TL 'in· r<' ll(lcred hv Dr. I fr11rv Har11,!011 lo /k//, /.,rt/c·I, a11d wi//, /n-a) '<'r/ 11I 

ho }n' lhfll the t/ff ecl io11({/(' r<'g({rd i11 u hich Ral,hi II) 111,111 / 11d"h Schachll'I is lwld h) I lw ""' 111 /)( ·r., of 

hi.i Col/gregalio11 will blosso111 i11/o ti/I flhidi11g loL :, !hi, hnwh11re i, dl'dic,tfrd lo !lw,t Ill o ill1/\lriou, 

gel/tlc111c11 as (/I/ c\/Jressio11 of !he rel'crc11/ csfrc111 of !lwir d<'L 'oll'd co11greg"11/s. 

For Dr. Bar11s/011 zuc jJrfl_) Iha! his jJeriod of r !' lirtlll(' lll u ill he rcj,l<' ll' ll ilh jrn a11d 1110,/ /dea,,11!1 

rcflcctio11 I/ Jw11 a life well s/1<'11/ a11d /1io11 .,h1 dedicafrd lo I lw \l'ITin· of C,od t/1/(I of his /cllou 111e11 • 

for Rabbi ch(lcbtc/ u ·c (Isl?... :Tod's blessl/lg a11d i11d1,lge !ht· hoJ,e that his can·,·r, so bril!ia11th la1111d}{'d, 

will attai11 full dcvclojn11c11/ a11d fr11ilio11 i11 our 111ids!, allll !lwl as a11 <' \<'111/1/t/r of all !lwl i, good (fl/{/ 

11ohlc, bis S<'1Tices ll'ill rcdo1111d lo !he CL '<' rlasli11g glon of all lsratl. 

L, 0Po1 D L. Mt·Yl ·R, J>r,·,ide11/ 



DR. HE RY BAR TON 

R \/WT I \If R/7 l \ 

pa\£ yc.1r h;i<; been cpo hal in the hi,tor) of ongregation 

Beth l,r.u~I. L1,t : cu your ,piricu.1I le.1<.l::r, ,, ere R.1bbi K.1hn and 

111) ,elf. ~[y colle.1gue, R.1bbi K.1hn, h.1, rc,igned, .111d [ .1111 now 

R.1bbi l· nwritm. R.1bbi cluchtl.'I i, no,, Chief Rabbi, a11d under 

hi, .1b!c mini,tn I liopt• .111d tru\l .ind pr.1, th.tr the Congn•g:1-

til>n \\ i I Lontinu<.c' it, lorn .1rd ,tndl'. 

In thl' Lngli,h P.1rl1.111H.'nt th •: mi1101 it) I\ kno\\ n ,1<; 1 Ii, 

:\1.ije'-t) \ lo) .ti oppo,irion. I hope our minority will renuin lopl 

rn the tr.1dirion, of lkch l,1-.1cl .111<.I "ill help our Congreg.1tio11.1I 

Ship of \t.ltL' to ,.111 on. I ct m forget our difference, and let 

b\'~om·, be l)\ gone,. \X'hech.:r "c .1gree or di,.1grec with the Prin

ciple,, we m.n rc<,t a,,ured th.ll our Bo.1rd lud the wclf.1re of 

thL Con.~reg.1tion .tt heart when the) drew them up. ~ c may 

well hrug our shoulders at the \ itriolic abu\c which ha been 

poured upon Beth lsr.1el. Thi only ,how how very far wc Jew 

arc from being able to go, ern our clvc a a di ti nee nation. Let 

m reply co chi abu e by clo ing up our ranks .ind pulling together 

for the glory of Judai m. 

I ct our w.nchword be pcace-pc,1ce to those who arc near and 

pc.ice to chm<: who .m: .1hr.-Tl1 NR, BAR '-/HO 



RABBI IIY 1A J 0 II 'CIIACIITE I, 

T1 ,1 Pl I Beth hr,1cl, by it, cour.1gcom .ind impiring .inion of \>\·ember 2 ,, 

1943, h,1<, become the ch.1mpion of cl.t'>,ic.il mcric.1n Reform Jud.1i'>m in th .: 

United t.lle,. I deem it the highc,t honor .ind the most <,,1crcd ch.1llcngc to 

h.1ve been entrusted with the ,piritu,11 lc.1der,hip of thi, pre-eminent Con 

grcgat1on . 

We all rc.1li/c tluc wh.1t beg.in ,,., .1 loc.11 .1ction h.1" become of n.1tion.1l. 

if not intern,1tio11.1I, '>ignific.1ncc. Much more will be e'\pcctcd of u, now th .It 

the world knO\\' '> where we ,und. In .1 time of conf mion and excitement , 

when m,tn) lc.1dcr, ,urrendcred to bl.1cke,t de,p.11r .ind .1bandoned .111 hope 

111 m.1nkind, the \'i,ion .rnd .itlir111 .1tion, of our Congreg 1tion h.1,·e come to 

m.111y of our brethren like the d,t\\' n .1ppc.1r, to thme wlw thought the night 

would nc,cr end. 1\lrc,1dy tl10u,.111d, of our like-minded co- religioni,t,, both 

here .t1H.I .tbro.1d, civili.rn, ,111d mcmhcr, of the ,trmed force,, l1.1ve turned to 

m for guid,111ce ,111d ,trcngth. " c ... h.tll not f.1il them. 

( )ur coLtr\C of .tnion i, clear .111d unmi t.tk,1blc. \'f c mmt be tire le.,., 111 

our /c,il to re, it.tli/c mcric.1n Reform .Jud.ti..,m. (1ml, in I Ii, goodne"', h.1, 

gr.1ntcd u, the privilege of contributing gre.1tly tow.1rd, .1chicving the f ul 

fillmcnt of .111 th.It the ,.tinted l...1.1C i\1.1yer " ' i,e dn·.1med when he l.tid the 

found.ttion, of Reform Jud.1i,111 in merrc.i. 

l·ormid,1blc arc the ob,uclc, on the p.tth we h.1ve t .1ken. 11.ird, ,1 lw ,1y,, i, 

the ro.td of the f.uthf ul who d.1re not we.try nor wc,tken. But how gloriom 

.111d r,1di.111t i, our cho..,en de,tin) of helping to bring to our co-rcligioni..,t, 

th.tt intcrpret.nion of our noble f.1ith which i, true both to the ,pirit u.11 

impcr.1tive, of our illmtriou, p,t\t .111d the high rc.1litic.., of ,1 pmt-w.1r world 

in which the followers of .Jud.1i..,m, together with ,1II God revering people, 

~h.ttl be worth) of freedom and j u,ticc .tnd pc.tee. 1.1 (10d ,peed us on our 

journc of faith in I lim, in hr.tel .tnd mankind. 

- 11'1'1 J I) 11 II IIIIL 



I .1m con, meed th.a no higher honor can 

be be\towed upon .1 member of ongreg.1 -

tion Beth hr.id rh.111 to be chosen as its 

Pre idcnt; .rnd, further, 1 am definitely of 

the opinion rh.n the job c.111 be a~ big a 

.rny 111.111 who m.1y .i~pirc to filling it. 

LEOPOLD L. 1EYER, 

l'I' I \I f)J. ,\ J' , ( O ,\ '(,J{J,( ,,\J'/ON JJl·Tlf /\RAU, 



To the Me1nber of 
Hebrei Congregation Beth I rael: 

The Pre ident of your ongre ation ha e perien ed quite 
a peculiar reacti n in the ontemplation of hi rep rt t the 
member hip concerning the happening of the bygone tw 1 e 
month . The writer recall having made the tatemcnt in hi 
previou annual report to the effect that h wa making hi 
accounting pur l in conf rmity with u t m and in the 
di charge of what wa pre urned to be a n1oral obli ~ation, 
but that he felt that there wa little to report of any p ·cial 
importance a merel a routine ear had be n experien ed. 

There i little doubt that all member of our ongrega
tion will agree that the year 1943-1944 ha 6 nan unu ual 
one, pre enting mple itie of an una u tomed rdcr, and 
vital i ~ue of far reaching effc t which ha e n t only ta ed 
the re ourcefulne of our Pre idcnt and hi a o iate, on 
the Board, but which would have challenged th intelle tual 
and moral tamina of per on of n,uch n1or pr found learn 
ing and of much broader c pericncc. Thi particular pha e 
of the current admini tration' activitie could well be elab
orated upon a the ole ubject of thi rep rt; but rather than 
indulge in an apprai al of onl the major i uc which ha c 
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literally pre ipitated a nation -wid upheaval within J ,, ish 
ir le, it i perhaps more advisable for your Pr sidcnt to 

report, fint, ac ' rding to pr cdent, upon the u ual opera
tional fun ti ning f th · pa t car and then pr cc d to r '

unt th c tra rdinary happ nings of the ·car in .. l ,ome
what chronologi al order, regardless of the comparative im 
portan c of variou incid nt<; and events. 

Th re , r ertain fa · t and \taristical data usuall ' incor
p rated in an annual report of this chara · tcr, and fortunate 
ly, all of thi matt r r·flc ts fa orably up n the member hip 
a a wh 1 : 

fcmbcrshij, 1\11ah .,i,: ~ herc;1s the ongregacion has a 
t tal m mber hip of 834, there arc onl 790 paying m 111 -

ber , a coun tab I' for by the fact that there arc 27 members 
in the rmed r i es . nd 17 m mbcr of other las\ifi a
tion, , in favor of whom dues ha c been waived. Por the 
period Jul 1, 1943, through Ma 0, 1944, 89 new members 
ha been accepted into the ongregation and 37 members 
ha e been lo t t the ongrcgati n through death , re igna
tion<; and removal . It i refrc hing to ob r e that onl , 14 
rn mbcr wcr lo t through re. ignation, for man differ nt 
rea on . 

From th member hip cla ifi ati n and du analy.,i fol -



lowing thi report, it will be noted with con iderable intere t 
that there ha been little change in the percentage relation-
hip of due collectible to member hip. For the previou year 

it wa observed that 13 per cent of the member hip wa ac
countable for 45 per cent of the due collected, wherea for 
the current year the ratio is 13.29 to 44.69. The ame obser
vation must be made at this time a wa recorded heretofore, 
namely, that the burden of supporting the Congregation i 
not being fairly distributed. It is very likely that two-third 
of the member are doing all that could rea onably be ex
pected of them by way of dues, but there i little question 
that at least 2 5 0 of our member could increa e their due 
very ubstantially, without any acrifice, financially or 
otherwise. It is being recommended concurrently with the 
filing of thi report that the Finance Committee undertake 
an analysi of the member hip of the Congregation to olicit 
a more proportionate voluntary payment of due by tho e 
who are not carrying their part of the load. If thi pro
cedure fails to produce the nece sary result to in ure the 
convenient meeting of the comparatively mode t budget 
adopted for the ensuing year, a flat asse ment to meet the 
budget will be the only alternative. It is incerely hoped 
that thi latter procedure, which i fundamentally inequita
ble in principle, will not nece sarily be re orted to. 

Donations a11d Bequests: There have been a number of 
gifts to the Congregation which are mo t gratefully ac
knowledged. Through the goodne s and affectionate regard 
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of the member of the Brotherhood of Temple Beth I rael, 
there wa pre ented the portrait of Dr. Henry Barnston, 
which ha been appropriately placed in the foyer of the Me
morial Hall; the Te1nple Beth Israel Sisterhood contributed 

300.00 toward the co t of furni hing Rabbi Schachtel' 
mo t attractive tudy; Mr. and Mr . Isaac S. Brochstein and 
Mr. and Mr. Sam Broch tein complimented the Congrega
tion with two beautiful fern boxe , which appropriately 
adorn the Temple Altar; Mrs. Paul Lang and Mis Merrian 
Lang contributed a number of prayer book for use in the 
Temple, and to the memory of Mr. Paul Lang. In addition to 
the above referred to gift , the Congregation was favored 
with 100.00 from the E tate of Mr . Ida Rosenwald; in
come amounting to 250.00 from the Estate of Harriet 
Le y ; and a contribution of 1211.4 5, to apply against cer
tain unu ual expen e incurred la t year. (By special request 
the contributor of this latter sum are not being named 
herein.) It i further noted that the Brotherhood of Temple 
Beth I rael ha made its final payment of 100.00 against 
the original pledge of 500.00 to cover the cost of fini hing 
the Temple Study. 

It i not at all inappropriate to remind the membership 
that much i needed in the Temple which cannot be con
veniently provided through the customary budget and to 
ugge t that befitting memorial to dear ones will always be 

acceptable by the Board of Trustee . 
111 Memoriam: During the bygone year the families of 



certain of our memb r ha e uff red b rea em nt , and w 
extend to th m our mpathy and indul ,.c the h pc that the ' 
will find con olation for their lo in gratitude for the ycan 
th y were ble ed by a o iation with tho c who ha c gone 
their way. 

Since our la t recording th following member of our 
ongregation ha e b n all d: 

Mr. Alfred Alex.rnder 
Le. Colman R. her 
Mr. ol M. olman 
Mr. Juliu M. Edel 
Mr. Simon Friedlander 
Mr. Loui . Friedman 
Mr . Edgar ldberg 
Mr. 1aurice reenfiel<l 
Mr. Michael Keller 

Mi,, firi,1m Klopm.111 
Mr. Leo M. Levy 

[r. Jon.1\ Levy 
Mr~. J uli.1 Loeb 
Mr. ,1111 I. Miller 
1r,. F.lnnie Opcnheim 

Mr . Id .1 Rosenw.1ld 
Mi,, T fckn chniti'cr 
Mr,. M.1111ic Wicl 

May God blc the n1cmory of the c g d people and re
ward then1 in Heaven for their deed of kindnc . and charity 
toward their fellow men while they were on thi good earth, 
a well a for their ervice to the Lord Him df. 

It i fitting and proper to ackn wledgc the efficient, lo al 
and faithful er ice rendered b our E ccu tive c re tar , 
Mr. Charle M. Wundennan, and the A i tant ecretari s, 
Mr. Rose Brilling and Mr . Dori Baer; and certainly a word 
of commendation i in order for Mr. Leo Flci hman, care
taker of the Cemcter , and George Fields, caretaker f our 
building and ground . 
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t thi particular jun tur let u bow ur head for a 
moment of ilcnt prayer a a mark of re pect for ur belo ed 

ton, Michael Kell ·r, who wa re ently called to the Great 
Be ond. For in e cc , of 20 year · dear Mr. Keller er ed our 

ongrcgati n faithfull , and in addition to the de oted 
manner in which he di charged hi , du tie , hi br ad mile 
and plea. ant per ·onality will l ng be remembered by the 
member of the ongregation who e affectionate regard he 
commanded. May G d ble the ul of our departed a o-

iate, and omfort hi dear one in th ir berca ement. 
It i reported with con idcrablc ati faction that the mem

ber · of ur ongregation ha c tak n their plac admirably 
in the communit and arc ontributing in a very repre nta
ti e mann ·r, in . er ice and financially, t th ariou c1v1c, 
ocial and haritable agencie and in titution of the city. 

Thi di ·charge of obligation reflect mo t favorably upon our 
ongregation, and naturally, it i pre umed and e pected 

that those who arc qualified for co1nmunity service of one 
ategory or another will an wcr, from time to time, uch 

call a arc made upon them. A in the pa t, a creditable ac
ounting will unque tionably be made. 

The urrent year' hi tor ha been interw en in . trica
bly with the finale of the annual meeting of May 19, 1943, 
when the re ·ignation of Dr. Henry Barnston, enior Rabbi 
of ongregation Beth I racl, wa accepted. It came about 
that on May 10, 1943, Dr. Barn ton ubmitted hi re 1gna
tion in a commun i at ion herein et forth: 



,t' 

THE PR SIDh T A D BOARD 01 0 ' RIG ·110 BETll hRAI L 
Ladic and Gcutlemcn: 

On May 5th I met the ommittce appointed by the Board, which om
mittee I approve, to di cu the ubje t of my retirement a Rabbi of the 

ongreganon. 
In these trenuou and fateful day the time ha arrived for .1 younger, 

more aggre ive and more alert man to take the reim and keep the n
gre acion functioning a the leading Reform ~roup in ch outhwe t. 
I am onvin ed that my retirement i timely and will be in the interest 
of. the ongregation whi h I lo\'e o dearly, and I approve heartily the 
provi ion in our agreement that the retirement hould be effective ,1t the 

ongregati n\ orwcnienc , on or after eptember 1, 1943. 
I am now approaching my 75th year, and for nearly 44 year have 

erved the ongre ation to the very be t of my ability, loving it as [ 
do with ,1ll my heart and with all my oul. Dmin my incumben ) 1 
have had the ati faction of eeing two n w Temple\ dedic:ned and a ten 
fold incrca e in our Member hip. 

I feel that the emolument a ured to me during the period of my retire
ment i quite liberal, and will a ure me and m famil , with ome rca 
~onable acrifices, our cu tomar c nvenience and comfort . nd let me 
a ure you that in the future, a in the pa t, I will alway work with might 
and main for the upbuilding of the ongreg,ltlon. 

I am, with cordial greeting , .., D • Yours iucerl'IJ, 
( igned) H rin BAR TO. 

Ina much a th rec ipt of Dr. Barn ton' letter coincided 
with the date of the cheduled monthly meetm f the 
Board of Tru tee of the Congregation, hi re ignation wa 
ubmitted thereat, and wa duly accepted, a reflected in the 

following e cerpt from a communication o er the igna-
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ture f the Pre ident of the Congregation directed to Dr. 
Barn ton: 

" fter due on ideration of the matter, a re olution wa adopted b} 
che Board of Tru tee that your retirement a Rabbi hould become 
effective at the earlie t onvenience of the Congregation but in no event 
prior to eptember 1 194 3. . 

"The Tru tee , in che re olucion adopted, in eructed the Pre 1dent co 
Jpprise you of the a tion taken by the Board, and further in eructed the 
Pre ident to announce •our retirement in a formal manner upon the 
cca ion of the annual meeting of the member of the Congregation, called 

for 11:ay 19, 1943, at which time it i anticipated that appropriate re o
luti n relative to your retirement a Rabbi will be adopted." 

Your Pre ident further advi ed Dr. Barnston that with the 
acceptance of hi r ignation, the following re olution would 
become cffecti e: 

A ? . "RE L VED that Rabbi Henry Barn ton hall he retired at the con-
venicn e of the ongre ation on or after cptember 1, 1943, and that for 
the p riod of his retirement he hall receive a lifetime alary of $6,000.00 
per year, pa able at the rate of 5 00.00 per month; and that during the 
period of hi retirement Rabbi Barn ton hall perform uch ervices '.lS 
may be reque ted of him by the Board and to which he may be personally agreeable . 

"It i al o under cood that rhi re olution hall be pre ented at the reg
ular annual meeting of the ongregation to be held on the evening of 
Ma 19, 1943, and hall be ubject to the ratification of the membership 
appro in the re olucion and ontractual agreement incorporated therein." 

At the Annual Meeting of the Congregation on May 19, 
194 3, above ref erred to, and immediately following the 
member hip' ratification of the Board's action, in connec-



tion with Dr. Barn ton' retirement, your Prc~ident c -
pre sed the following ob ervation : 

"Tc is only natural co presume chat the announcemcnl of chc R.1bbi \ 
retirement will be received with mixed emotions by the member of chc 

ongregation. The ituation is bound lO give ri\e co .1 rctro,pccti e .1p

prai al ~f a broat~ :~rive ervice clue ha c · tended over lhc greHer part 
of the live of alT pre. enc on thi s occasion, and in the resolutions prepared 
upon instructions of the Board and to be read during lhe course of thl' 

evening, the sentiment of the ongregation will be -,imply and humblv 

expressed. The occasion should not be construed as one of ,adncs,, but 

rather of joyou nes and thanksgiving that the ongregacion finch itself 
willing and financially able co retire its Rabbi of long service upon a mo,t 

liberal life-time compensation basis insuring e cry comfort for the R.1bbi 

in hi declining years. ft i a tribute to the Congregation it,clf clut it w.1\ 

sufficiencly forechoughtful and far ighted co insure uch J hamhomc re

ward for a loyal and faithful Sfrvant who, while still spiritually most 
influential, has suffered a normal e~ec..tancy phy ically and who might 

find difficulty in meeting the ever-increa ing burden incumbent upon .1 

piritual leader in a growing community in these mo c trenuou time . 

It can be reasonably presumed that even a Rabbi in the prime of life might 

be taxed to the limit of hi capacity in meeting the exigencies of the 
moment. It is a mo t plea ing realization that our Rabbi hall be accord--:d 

the consideration chat he ha merited and hall be granted th :! privilege 
of ba king in the glory of a respected po icion in hi ongregation and 

hi community. He hall, hopefully, enjoy many more years of good health 
and reside happily among tho e to whom he ha<; endeared himself." 

Thereupon, the following re olution on Dr. Barn ton' 
retirement, and which had been prepared by Mr. Sam W. 
Levy, pur uant to in truction of the Board, wa pre ented 
and adopted: 
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" \XI, II RI A'>, Dr. r fcnry B.1rmton , for ne.1rl y 44 ye.tr<,, h.t\ b:en tl1t 
religiou, leader of Congreg.nion Beth l,r.1el, .111d J<, it, R.1bbi h.1, brought 

to hi, p~ople .111 .1bunchnce of happine"> in their hour, of jo ' , .111<.I .1 deep 
.rnd abiding ,ympathy .ind ,o!Jcc in their houn of ,orrow; .rnd 

"Wt II RI A'>, during the'le p.1,t nuny ye.1n he h.1, given hi, Congreg.nion 
generou,ly of hi, wisdom, of hi, under,unding .ind ,yrnp.nhy, .ind evl'n 

more generou'>ly of him,clf; .rnd 
''\X/111 RI A,, under .1nd by virtue of hi, ,piritu.d lc.1llcr·,hip, ,.1id Con

greg.nion h.1, progre,.,ed and prospered; and 

"~ 1111u ,, he i, now retiring .1, R.1bbi of ,.1id Congreg.nion, .tnd ,.1id 

CongrcgHion de'iire, to procl.1im hi'> e>.emp!.1ry record oi loy.d .rnd f.1ith
f ul service to chis Congrl'g.nion .1nd co thi., community; o,x, 11111u, 01u 

"B1 11 tu \OI v, D by the member, of ongreg.1tion Beth !..r.1el in it , 

regular annual meeting .l'>'>embled, clue we do hereby .1cknowlcdge and 
procl.1im th:lt , for more than 43 comecmi c year,, Dr. l lcnry B.1rn,ton 

h.t'> faithfully , ~incercly .rnd efficiently ,erved the memb~rs of thi, Congre
gation, .rnd more ge11er.11ly their p .1 rent'> and their children, .1, J true le.1d..:r 

in Israel, and chat he ha\ thereby earned .rnd has our heartfelt gratitude, our 
profound respect, our abiding love and devotion, and our prayers that: 

"God ma ble him and keep him and grant unto him many more ye.1!·., 

of usefulness co this community, to hi ongregacion, and to I racl." 

The member of the Congregation were then advi ed that 
no ucces or to Dr, Barnston had as yet been n idered and 
that it would very likely be many month before a person J 

- qualified a Dr. Barn ton' , ucce or would be engaged. 
A a matter of form and procedure, a motion wa there

upon made, empowering the Board of Tru tee of Congre
gation Beth I rael to elect and negotiate for a Chief Rabbi 
for Congregation Beth I rael, and to make it report and 
recommendation at a pecial Meeting of the Congregation 



to be called for the purpo e of recei ing and acting there
upon when uch report hould b a ailabl . 

A may well be pre urned, all officially concern d with 
affair of the ongregation were activel mindful of th 
magnitude of the problem with which they were confronted, 
and from which e ol ed man i ue demanding calm and 
thoughtful reflection. The ituation required more than the 
mer emplo ment of a Rabbi; it nece itated locating a r -
ligiou leader qualified not only culturally and with a ademic 
background becoming the importance and dignity of Beth 
I rael, but al o a religioni t of th Reform chool who ub-
cribed to th principle of the faith a taught by Dr. Barn
ton for nearly forty-four year , and from which the mem

ber of Beth I rael would brook no departure. 
Pur uant to many formal meeting and innumerable in

formal di cu sion , and in conformity with entiment e -
pre ed by the Tru tee , your Pre ident appointed a Special 
Committee, compo ed of Mr. Geo. . Cohen, Chairman, 
Messrs. Ike L. Freed, I. Friedlander, Sam W. Levy and Simon 
Sakowitz, and charged this Committee with the duty of 
serving as a fact-finding agency for the Board of Trustees, 
with the \xpre sed hope that the Committee would procure, 
for con ,deration by the Board, the name of certain Rabbi , 
who, after the tudied opinion of the Committee, could be 
con cientiou ly recommended a qualified for engagement 
a Dr. Barn ton' ucces or. 

A regular monthly meeting of the Board of Tru tees was 
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held on Jul 13, 1943, and there wa pre ented thereat the 
report of the pecial Committee abo e referred to. Mr. Geo. 

. Cohen reported for hi ommittee, laying before the 
Board all fact and data tha had been coll ct d from all 
a ailable our e . Mr. Coh n and e eral other 1nember of 
hi ommitt , who were pr ent, an wered all que tion 
propounded to them, and ati fied the Board unequivocally 
that the re earch on the part of the pecial mmittee had 
been quite hau ti e and thorough. 

The Board weighed the matter of potential candidate 
carefull , and ultimate! agreed unanimou ly that Rabbi 
Hyman Judah hachtel pre end er ing We t End na
gogue, ew York Cit , a eminently qualified for Beth 
I rael ' pulpit. It wa thereupon re ol ed by the Board to 
elect Rabbi chachtel and to olicit hi approval of the pro

po al that hi name be recommended to the member hip a 
Senior Rabbi of Congregation Beth I rael for a term of two 
years at a salary of ten t dollars er year. 

Pursuant to the Board's action, and upon the presumption 
that Rabbi Schachtel would be interested in Beth Israel's 
pulpit, motion wa pa ed authorizing the President to call 
a Special Meeting of the member hip of Congregation Beth 
I rael, ubject, f cour e, to Rabbi Schachtel's acceptance 
of our call, for the purpo e of receiving and acting upon 
the report and recommendation of the Board in connection 
with the election of Rabbi chachtel as Senior Rabbi, and 
for the tran action of any and all bu ine incident to aid 



purpo e that 1night properly c m b for th m cting herein 
ref erred to. 

On July 14, 1943, per copy of communication hereinbc
low, Rabbi chachtel wa inforn1ed f th Board' actwn, 
and a favorable an wer to the call of thi great ngr ga
t1on wa olicited. 

cw ork 

J u I[ 

nagoguc 

Dear J{abbi cbacbtel: 

H JI 11·. L 

Permit me to inform you tl1.1t a re olution WH p .,~~ed .n the ,111nual 
meeting of ongrcgacion Beth hr.1cl, held on M,1)' 19, 1943, ,1ppn)\ ing the 
retirement of Dr. Henry Barnst n, such retirement to become efTectiH: 
.1~ of omc date on or after cpt. 1, 1943, rnbject to determin.nion by the 
Board, and in accordance with the term, of a contract entered into in 1928. 
At the amc meeting of the ongrcgation on May 19, 1943, .mother re~o-
1ution was pa cd to the effect chat the Pre~idcnt ~hould appo111t a om
mitte who e purpose shou ld be to consider applicant\ for the po-,ition of, 
and to make recommendation to the Board in connection -. it!,, the filling 
of the po ·ition of enior or hief Rabbi for ' ongregation Bech l<,r,lC! 
which po icion would be vac.111t pur uant to the retirement of Dr. 1 lcnry 
Barn ton. 

On May 24, 1943, in compliance wi th the re~olution .160 e referred LO, 

the writer ,1ppointcd a peci.11 ommittce compo d of fr. ,e . . oh n, 
hairman, Mr. I. Friedlander, Mr. Ike L. Freed, Mr. imon ,1kowit:t and 

Mr. am W. Le y, which ommittce made iu, report to the Officer~ ,111d 
Board of Trustees at .1 regular month! meeting of the Bo,1rd on Tue.,<.hy 
evening, Jul 13, 1943. 

lt i my privilege and pica ure LO appri11e ou of the un ,1nimou\ rec -
ommemfation of the members of che pecial Committee tl1.1t u be c.1 ll ed 
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for thi, mo\t 1mport.1nt ,l\'>1gnment, .ind of thl' Bo.1rd\ un .1111mou, .1dop
tion of the 'ommittel' report with the further re,olution th.H ~ our f.l\'or 
.1ble .111<.I prompt .1ccept.1nce of the c.dl to the r.1bbin.1te of ( ongrl'g.1t1on 
Beth 1., r,1el be e.1rne\tl) ,olicited. 

]·or your inform.nion, permit me to .1ppri,e ) ou of the f.1ct tlut .1ccord 
ing to the b •Llw., of ongreg.1tion Beth 1.,r ,1 cl, in .1ddition to the po ition 
of enior or Chief R.1bbi, our ~ongregation m.1int.1in, the po,ition of 
Junior or 1\ .,,i-,r.111t R.1bbi, in which L1tter po,ition ( l1.1pl.1in Robt. I. K.1hn 
i'> no, being ret.1ined, ,1lthough he i., at pre'>ent on le.1,e of .1b,ence \\ith 
the .1rmed force . . imult.rneou,ly with the election of ,1 Senior or hici 
R.1bbi, Dr. I lenry Barmton, .,ccorc.ling to re,olurion .,1..,o P·""ed .It the 
meeting of 1.ty 19, 1943, .1bove ref erred to,,, ill be elected R.1bbi b1,eritu,, 
with the oblig.ttion to perform onl • ,uch dutie., during hi, period of 
retirement, ,.., ,h.1II be de.,ign.1ted b • the Board. 

Permit me .,1.,o to inform you th.a the Junior or .,,i.,unt R,1bbi ;., 
.,ubjcct to emplo ment by the Bo.1rd of Trmtee'>, where.,., .1ccording to the 
byl.tw, of (ongreg.nion Beth hr.1el, the election of the Senior or ( hicf 
R.1bbi i-, ,ubJect to th ' • i n of the rnem er, up. J econ 1ng ) , t ,e nn.t 
oner o mine\\, pur,u .rnt to receipt of your .111,iou'> v ,nv.1ited ,rnd, hope
full ' , f.nor.1b~e rcspome, i, for the Pre,ident of the Congregation to c.111 
a , pec,.1I Meeung of the Congregation for the purpo,e of permitting thl' 
membership to vote upon the recommend.nion of the Bo.trd of Trmtl'e'>. 

ln ,l'>much .,., .111 but one or two member'> of the Bo.1rd of Tru'>tee., h.hl 
had the privilege of nuking your .1cqu.1intance and of enjo) ing your com 
p.rny durin, ,our ,hort i,it, the rc.1ction at the Bo.trd meeting on Tue,d.1) 
evening was one of h.1ppine,., and jo ,lt the pro~pect of being f.1 ore I 
with our religious guidance and communal leader,hip, .rnd for which 
your qualific.ttiom were comidered obviou~. 

" oliciting your earlie<it convenient ,1ccept.rnce hereof, comi,tent, of 
cour\e, with th full (fach.1rge of your oblig.1tion to the Congreg.1tion 
which i, pre\cntl being gr.iced with your leader.,hip, l .1111 

Si11ccrc!J )Olin, 

(\igncd) Lt >POLI> L Mt YJ R, J>w,iclc11/. 



Under date of July 23, 1943, formal acceptance from 
Rabbi Schachtel wa happily received, per telegram below: 

l A CEPT THE CALL TO BE THE RABBI OF O GREGA TIO 
BETH ISRAEL MAY GOD BLESS THI U 10 OF RABBI A 1D 

ONGREGATIO WITH LASTI G PIRITUAL A HlEVEME T 
A AMERICANS A D FOLLOWER F JUDAISM. 

HYM JUD H HA HTEL. 

Immediately upon receipt of Rabbi Schachtel's acceptance 
of the call of Congregation Beth Israel, the following notice 
of a Special Meeting co be held on the 4th day of Augu t, 
1943, was 1nailed to the membership at large: 

July 23, 1943 

To ·, 111· M1-J\1 n, tt~ OJ · Hum1 ,,, Co <,1u <,AT1O B, ·,,, bttAI 1, 

l lou~·, oN, Ti XA~: 

·ocice is hereby given chat a ~pecial meeting of the Member~ of l lcbrew 
Congregation Beth I racl of Hou ton, Texas, will be held at Abe M. Levy 
Memorial ommunicy Hall, 1418 Holman Street, Houston, Texas, on the 
4th c.hy of Augu t, 1943, at 8 o'clock P. M. 

By a re olucion adopted at the annual meeting of the Members of the 
Congregation, held on May 19, 1943, the Board of Tru tee · wa empow
ered ro select a enior Rabbi for recommendation to chc Congregation for 
approval, and the said pecial meeting ha been called for the purpo e of 
receiving and acting upon the report of the Board of Trustee and it 
recommendation chat Rabbi Hyman Judah chachtel of ew York Cit 
be elected a the Senior Rabbi of the Congregation, and for the trrn -
action of any rnd all bu ine s incident to said purpose, that may properly 
come before the meeting. 

For the information of the members, it may be advi ed th.tt Rabbi 
chachtel i a present enior Rabbi of We t End Congregation of cw 
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York City. I le w ,t ~elected for recommendation to the Congregation by 
unanimom vote of the Board after an exhaustive and carcf ul urvey of the 
whole field of a,·ailable rabbis qualified for the pulpit of ongregation 
Beth Israel. ln arriving at it onclu ion the Board wa not only influenced 
by the favorable recommcnda tions concerning Rabbi chachtel received 
from a number of outstanding rabbi , but al o by the very fine impre ion 
gained from the per onal contact with Rabbi Schachtel by the tru tee and 
other member of the ongregation upon the occca ion of Rabbi Schach
tel' recent vi it to Hou ton. The Board feel that if it recommendation 
is approved, Rabbi chachtel will erve chi Congregation with dignity 
and di tinction. 

Your attention i directed to the fact that the bylaw of the Congrega
tion provide that only member in good standing hall have the right 
to speak and to vote upon any que tion that shall come before the aid 
m et111g. 

By order of the President. 

' IO E Y L. MAY ER, Sccrclt1r_). 

After the pccial Meeting of the Congregation referre<l 
to had been called to order by the Pre ident, the following 
report and recommendation of the Board of Trustees of the 
Congregation, which had been prepared by the President in 
advance of the meeting, was duly pre ented to the members 
of the Congregation by the Pre ident: 

Pursuant to the motion made at the annual meeting of the Congrega
tion on May 19, 1943 , and which motion wa duly econded and pa sed 
unanimously, the Board of Tru tees of Congregation Beth I rael wa em
powered to select and negotiate for a enior Rabbi for Congregation Beth 
I rael, and to make it report and re.:ornrnendation at a pecial meeting 
of the Congregation to be cal.lied for the purpo e of receiving and acting 
upon the report of the Board. 



The work of the Board, with reference to the selection of a Senior 
Rabbi, began only after the appearance in the public press of announce
ments of Dr. Barnston's retirement. 

At the inception of its deliberations, the Board evaluated its problem, 
and finally decided to take into account, in connection therewith, the 
followi1~ obvious facts: 

( 1) tll deliberations were hypothesized upon the presumption that Dr. 
Barnston was anxious to begin the en ·oyment of his deserved retirement 
at the earliest date convenient to the Congregation. J 

(2) Because of the anticipated early factual retfrement of Dr. lhrn 
ston, the services of a Senior Rabbi were required. 

(3) That the services of the Assistant Rabbi, Robt. l. Kahn, werl' not 
available. 

( 4) lThat delicate and important Jewish problems would likely arise 
prior to and during the post-war period that would require a Senior Rabbi 
of experience and responsibility. 

( 5) That if s,uch a man was available, his services should be secured 
as soon as possible. 

As a result of the impracticability of a Board of twenty odd persons 
gathering facts and data for the Board's consideration, the Board appointed 
a Special Committee responsible to the Board, and charged with the duty 
of serving as a fact-finding agency for the Board, in connection with the 
important matter of selecting a Senior Rabbi. The members of this Special 
Committee were appointed advisedly and because of their particular 
identity and associations in the community, within the Congregation, and 
within the Board. The Committee was composed of Mr. Geo. S. Cohen, 
Chairman, and Messrs. I. Friedlander, Ike L. Freed, Sam W. Levy, and 
Simon Sakowitz. 

Mr. Cohen was made Chairman of the Committee because of his serv
ices for several years, beginning with Mr. Friedlander's administration, as 
Chairman of the Ritual Committee, and further, because of hi devoted 

• friendship for Dr. Barnston and his family. 
Mr. Friedlander was appointed to the c;1mmittee because of his asso

ciation on the Board as immediate Past President. 
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Mr. Simon Sakowitz was appointed because of his scanding in our 
Jewish community and as a representative of the Congregation al large. 

Mr. Freed was appointed not only because of his forty- four years of 
affiliation wirh the Congregation, but because of the influence exerted by 
him in connection with the selection of Rabbi Kahn as Assistant Rabbi, 
during his administration as President of the Congregation. 

Mr. Sam W. Levy was appointed to the Committee because of hi~ close 
association with Rabbi Kahn for a number of years as superintendent of 
the Sunday School, and further because of his own per~onal intimate 
friendship with the Assistant Rabbi. 

This Congregation is advised that in deference to Rabbi Kahn, the first 
meeting of the Special Committee was devoted exclusively to a most ex 
haustive discussion of Rabbi Kahn as a factor to be considered. The Board 
feels that every angle of the situation, pro and con, was presented and 
laboriously evaluated. There was serious reflection upon the question of 
Rabbi Kahn's availability, and a studied attempt to properly appraise hi~ 
qualifications for the position, relatively. In its deliberations, the indi
vidual members of the Board, realizing their responsibilty to the Congre
gation, were motivated solely by the desire to do what they thought best 
for Congregation Beth Israel, regardless of any personal feelings in the 

matter. 

Despite the fact that throughout the entire discussion a most sympa
thetic attitude towards Rabbi Kahn prevailed consistently, and regardless 
of the fact that there was never the slightest intimation that Rabbi Kahn 
had failed to serve generally satisfactorily as Assistant Rabbi, the Board 
ultimately concluded that in its best judgment, Rabbi Kahn could not 
logically be considered favorably for the position of Senior Rabbi of Con
gregation Beth Israel for the following reasons: 

( 1) That regardless of any otber contingencies, Rabbi Kahn wa not 
available, and cou!d not advisedly be considered as Dr. Barnston's uc
cessor, as no one knew when he would be available; 

( 2) That in spite of any warm feeling and personal regard on the part 
f the members of the Board for Assistant Rabbi Kahn, Congregation Beth 

-, 



I rael wa entitled to the qualified spiritu.tl leadership under J emor 
Rabbi a oon a uch might be pro urable; 

(3) That the best interests of the ongregacion should be given 
priority in the minds of the Board, over .rnd Jbove che intere cs of any 
individual Rabbi; 

( 4) That as a re ult of lack of opportunity for uch r.nher tlw, 
be au e of bck of inherent potential qualificHion'>, RJbbi Kahn h,1d not 
acquired the experience nece ~ary to the '>pirituJI le;1der~hip of a Congre-
gation a imp rtJnt and J brge JS Beth [<,r,1cl; 

1 ( 5) That Rabbi KJhn a too 'Oun, to cope with the more m.1ture 
leader hur he of other denomination in t 11 community. 

• The ongreg:Hion i definitely apprised of the foct that there w,,., 
never a ugge ti n by the Board, or an inference by any member of the 
Board, to the effect that Rabbi Kahn h uld not be rcuined in hi., po\ition 
of A i tant Rabbi upon hi return, which w hope will be in the near 
future. a matter of fact, in .1 communication over the '>ignacurc of 
the Pre ident of the ongrcgation, a :idre ed to Rabbi K.1hn under (l.itc 
of July 15, 1943, the Pre ident informed Rabbi Kahn a follows: 

"I am instru tcd to appri,c you of the Board\ attitude to the effect 1h.1t your own 
offici.1I idcntit)' with ongreg.nion Beth hracl, a, Junior or A,,i,tant Rabbi, i, not to be 
altered, and chat the Bo.ud\ under,tanding with you as pertaining 10 your lc,\\·e of ah
cnce is to be maintained in,iolate." 

In chi latter connection, it is our pleasure to advise you that the agree
ment referred to not only extended to Rabbi Kahn a leave of absence, but 
also guaranteed to him during his period of service in the Army the differ
ence between the compensation earned as Chaplain and that which he had 
earned a Assistant Rabbi. A further quotation from the l:!tter of the 
Pre ident above referred to i noted herein: 

"Before the Board at which the pecial ommictee's report wa5 received, there wa5 
aho a free discus ion. as you muH naturally presume, of your qu.1lili ations in ompari
~on with those of other likely candidates. I ,1m ple.1\cd to ·on\ey to )'OU my ob,cn Jt1on 
that in the general discus ion of your candidacy all references to you were most compli
mentary. In the final analysis, however, regardle s of other important contingencie, af
fecting the ituac1011, it wa reali c1cally noted chat an emergency exi ted locally and that 
the consideration of any other than the mmt able qualified candidate available for rca-

-
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\onablr prompt report to dut} would be an inju,tice to thi5 important ongrcgation, as 
mature Jnd able leadcr\hip w.1, \ it.ill\ e,,ential, immedi.nelr, to .1 calm and undi~turbed 
appr;ii,.11 of current proble,m; for .1 dcfinnion and analysis of the relaciomhip of those 
problem, to p<hl war dc,·e lopment,; ;111d for the coordination of our loc.il thinking on 
thmc l'>'>th.'\ with tlut of other Reform k.1dcr..hip, with which our ( ongregation mu5t 
um•qui,oc.111) be actin!I) idencified." 

lmmedi.ncl) after arriving .lt it conclu,;ion onccrn1ng Rabbi Kahn, :t 
letter wa, addre<;\ed to Rabbi J.1mc, G. I lcllcr, hairm.111 of the entral 
Conference of merican Rabbi , c,oliciting hi<; rccommcnd,1tionc;, and under 
d.1te of June 11, 1943, Rabbi l feller ad, ic,ed that he would off er the names 
of c.1ndid.ne,, and f urcher \lated: 

" [ would ,uggc1t d1.1t ) ou permit m 10 ofJ'er 1ume5 of candid.w.-s for the pulpit am! 
th .it the commilll'C inll'fl icw them in order. Our ,tJnd in the p .l'>t hH been along these 
linc,; fint, th .11 the tri.11 ,crmon i1 ., Yer) b.ul .irrangemcnt, and that it is much wiser 
for thi: committee to inYe1tigatc the 111.111 in hi1 home surrounding1; \econd, that it is 
much f.1ircr lO the men to comidcr them one ,ll .1 time r.nher dun to make them 
compete ag.1im1 l'.lch other. 

"If your (ommlltl', .1grec, "ith thi1 procedure, I 1hall be luppy to have our om
millO:l' propml' tho: name, of the men now .i, .1i!Jblc and be..r qu.1lifil:d for the place." 

Under <l.ne of June 16, Rabbi IIdlcr was advised that the procedure 
uggested wa agrce.tble, and wa requ..:'. red to end the name of men now 

av.1ilable. No r<'/1!_1 lo Ibis letter was ct·cr recciccd fro111 Rabbi Heller. 
However, when it became known generally that a ucces or to Dr. Barn -
ton would be ought, a number of Rabbi contacted the Board directly, 
and informed the Board of their availability and desire to be considered 
for the position. In addition thereto, the Board contacted a number of 
prominent Rabbis throughout the nation, in connection with Beth Israel's 
intere ts, and these inquiries produced a number of favorable nominations. 

As the Board progre ed with the on ideration of it probl rn it ame 
to realize that the ug ~c tion of Rabbi Heller a to the pr fcrrcd procedure 
in electing a Rabbi wa unquc tionably ound. It became rather obviou 
that it wa not consi tent to re ort w the outmoded method of inviting 
pro pc tive .1ndidates to participate in an oratorical conte t or to engage 
in a erie of competitive lecture appearance . Towaday , uch a procedure 

looked upon by leaders in ongregational affair and by all member 



of the 'entr.11 ' onference of Americ.111 R.1bbi,, .1" undignified, inetlicil·nt 

and unenlightening. lt require<, no tretch of the im.1gin.1tion to .ippreci.lle 

the fact that outstanding pulpitecr. , identified with repre<,cnt.1tive con 

gregation , would not want to submit to the cmb.1rr.1<,<,ment of competing 

for a po ition, a11d the• ris/, of bl'i11g rl'jl'clnl. h1rthermore, it i., .1 m.llter 

of common cnse that the only pen,ons who would lend them<,clve<, to ,uch 

undignified pro edure would be R.1bbis who were either out of job,, or 

who knew they were unwanted where they were, or who were of ,uch 

mall calibre that their standing ;1s R.1bbi, could not be dimini,hed by 

any circum tance. It is further a simple m.llter Lo under<,t.111d tl1.1c in the 

di charge of it a signment, the Bo.u-d could not <,ubmit to the ongrc

gation any name without the approv.1I of the pro'>pect for the po,ition, 

and that any Rabbi gainfully employed could not, without cforeg.1rd for 

hi own best interests, or without di~re,pect for hi., own current .1tlili.1tion, 

permit his n.rn,e co be used or suggested. 

ln the cour e of it'> planning, your Bo.1rd ,ought .tlh ice from per-,011 <, 

in position to f.1vor it with guid.rnce, pur'>u.111L to "hich the Bo.1rd w .1-, 

arbitrarily advi ed of the following two .,ignific.11u ob,erv.niom which h.1d 

Lo be noted unequivocally if the right 111.111 w.1s Lo be intere ted in tht.: 

local pulpit: 

( J) Th({/ 110 oul.,ta11cli11,~ or .\clf- rcs/Jt'cli11 ,~ R11/Jbi 1l'oult! l'l ' ll"Jll'I)' 

co11sit!er (lll .\ll'l'ri11 ,~ the rn/1 of Beth J.,ral'I u11til the /1milio11 of Chief 

Rabbi /l'(/S 11/(/clc· /'(/Ct/Ill (//Id the f111'! j)/f/J!id:. i'cl; 

(2) That 110 clhic"I or self- rl'.lj}{'c/i11 ,~ J{11bbi ,,11,t!ifiet! for the 1111 -
J1orla11f a.1.\ig11111c11/ 11/ Beth l.,racl uoult! rn/1.\idc·r j)('/'lllilli11,~ hi., 11,1111c 

lo be e111/1foyc·d for rl't'o11111u·11</11tio11 b) the /3oard 1111/i/ I)(' h11d /int 

rni,~11{'{/ his Jircs('JI/ J1milio11. , 

The two important conditions prcv.1iled 111 connt.:cuon with tlit.: whok 

routine by which your Board w.1s governed. 
B unan1mou action of the Board of ' ongregation Bech 1.,r,1cl, the 

Board j recommending for the position of enior Jbbbi for Congreg.1tion 

Beth I racl, Rabbi J Jyn1.1n Jud.th chachtel, pre\t.:ntly the enior R.1bbi 

of \'\/eH End ongreg.nion of New York ' ity, and the Bo.ll'd i~ luppy 
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to report th.n it h.1-, bel'n .1th i,ed by R.1bbi )ch.1Chtel th,ll he "ill ,tCLl'JH 

the c.dl, if endor,ed b) the membl'r, of thi, Congreg.nion. 

The Bo.ll'd h,1., rt.:cei, ed letter, ,111d tcl' •r.1111, from .1 numbt.:r of eminent 

R.1bbi-,, hc.1rtily rt.:commending R.1bbi Sch.1chtel for Bet 1 hr.1e ., JHilp'7t. 

i!.u·d foci, th,ll tht.: ,olunt.tr), -,pont.1neou, .111d unrt.:-,en·t.:d endor,t.: 

mcnt<, in f.l\or of R,1bbi cl1.1chtel, from illu,triou<, R.1bbi, f.11nili,1r with 

condition, in the outh gener.111) l ,111d more p.1rticul.1rl) with our loc.1I 

problem,, ,1re quite ,ignific.rnt, .111:1 were ju,tifi.1bly ,1ccepted ,1" .1 tru,t 

worthy b.1cklog to the Bo.1rd\ own conclu-,ion'>, .1rrivt.:d ,it, otherwi,e, 

independt.:ntly. 

Tht.: letter, .ind telcgr.1m, .ire ,1-, follow,: 

/ 
In the origin.ii rt.:port pre,cnted by •our Pre,ident on bl'lulf of 

The B >.1rd of Trmtl·e,, the let ten .111d telt.:gr.rn,, from prominent 

R.1bbi-;, recommrnding R,1bbi ~ch.1chtcl to ( ongreg.1tion lkth l,r,1cl, 

were re.id to thmc pre,ent at the J\ugmt 4th meeting of tht.: on 

greg,1tio11. Lt i-, f cit tlut the <,ubjecl m.llter of the p,1rticubr com 

munications ref erred to wH more or le,-, confidenci.d to tl,o,c ., l 

tluc p.1rricul.1r meeting, and .1Ccordingly, it would not be entirely 

ethical to publi~h thmt.: letter<, verb.Him in ,uch ,1 report ,1, thi,. 

By w.1y of further cxpl.1n.1tion, in ,ll lc.1,t one of the letter'> 

ref erred to, the n.1mc'> of one or more R.1bbi,;-<,econd or third 

choice'> of nomin.1tion-wcre mentioned, .rnd if tho'>e n.1mc, were 

reproduced herein it mi •ht bt.: ,1 -,ource o to the 

rincip,1I, invoh ed. 

D.n c 

~IR. 

I J\~I ( 1 VIM ID TIIJ\T RABBI IIYMA , I, <,( IIACIITI I. \\ 111 I II I. Till 
J> I PIT )F YO R ( 0 GRI GATI( WIT! I <,RI ATC IUDIT T) I I' , ' I 111 < OJ\I 
J\1 t rn OJ 110 1,r D Tl II (,I ' [ RA[ (0\IJ\I NITY OI l~R I I I 
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THF U !TED TATE . I HAVE K O\X' HJM A l) HJ \\' ORK I TIMATl:.LY 
roR A UMBFR OF YEAR A D llAVl· Tl ll· IIIG!ll·. T RI GARD l·OR HI QUALITY A A Ml I TER A O A ' A M 1 . 

( igncd) . . .. ......... .. . • • • .......... · · 

Date 
tR. 

Fir t of all, may I ompliment you on your ~th par ,1graph! It Hate, ~o rnccinctly th 
very scriou~ danger Reform Judaism face, today. Ours may become a "lose c.iu_~c" unlc~s you and l and ochcr5 like us determine co iight and fight hard to the last ditch. Thi, coming year will be a crucial one. 

ow, a to your request. May I give you the following namc\- Rabbi Hyman 5chachtcl of \X' e>t Fnd ynagoguc, . Y., Rabbi of , Rabbi 
of . There arc ochers- but before I c.111 gi,·c you J f ullcr ll\t, per hap, you ltJ<l better furni~h me .1 description of the type of man you want, age, ability alon.i; ~pecific line~. etc. (in addition to viewpoint). I might guc5, bur I"d rather deal with certainties. You may call on me for any as,istance you de,irc, becau,c I .1111 deeply um• 

ccrncd .1bout the future of Reform Jud.11,m. ly be,t reg,1nh lo ,111 ,pcci,1lly Dr. B.1rn,ton . 

/1/('('ldy, 

( ' igncd) 

IR. 

I ~ as happy to hc.1r from } ou, and J \hould be ,·cry gl.1d lll be of wn 1cc lo } ou 1n the m,tttcr of finding a 5uccc5,or to my dear old friend, Dr. I lcnry Barnslon. I am dclighlcd to learn that you arc ,o carnc t in getting as Rabbi of your ongrcgation one who I in complete s ' mpathy with Liberal Judaism, and who will be forceful enough to carry out idea, to our people and to the larger outside world. It occurred to me .ilmosc immediately to give you the name of a young man who I think adequately fill 
the bill and would bee. ccllcnt for this position. He is Rabbi Hyman J. chachtcl, Rabbi of the West End ynagoguc, in 'cw Yori... ny. Rabbi chachtel i5 a young m.in in hi~ th1rt1e , lu~ been 111 charge of hi~ ongrcgation for ,omc ten year, or more, and ha5 achieved ,1 ,cry distmgui hcd po,ition in the Rabbinate of 1 cw York. He i, an attractive 
young m.tn, both in appearance, in manner, and ~peak, e,cccdingly well, and has a tremendous amount of energy. He is married and has one sm.111 child. 

I ,1m not at .111 wrc that he would consider leaving cw York for Hou,ton, but I 
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am prc,cnting hi, name to you became I believe him to be one of the out landing young leaders in American IHael. 
Jf I can be of further ,crvicc to you, plca5c do not he,italc to communicate with me whenc,·er you wish. 
With kindest regards and beH wi,hc,, l am 

( igncd) 

Date i\1R. 

It will plca,c you to know thJt my pcnonal mcct111g with Rabbi l Iyman Judah ' chachtcl confirmed what I have heard of him in the last dccadc--a Rabbi and leader 
of mu h worth, and of expansive breadth of view. I feel sure, if you ha\'e him in mind a, a successor lO our revered Dr. Barn,ton, that he will ontinue the policy of his prcdcccs5or, in that Reform Judai,m will have a superb advocate and a proponent of progress throughout. 

With many regards, 

J ,11//,/111/J, 

1g11ed) .......................................... 

The Ho.nd feel, thJt it h.1, thoroughly c111v,1'>!.ed the held of qualified 
.111d ,1v.1ilable Rabbi,, ,1nd chat, with the foll understanding of it ' im 
port.mt re pon ibility, c,111 and does recommend one nan1e only-Rabbi 
I lym,111 Judah ch,1chtel. We 1,ubmit .1n outline of thi~ R.1bbi's back 
ground, education, and career: 

I Jc w,15 born 111 London, Engl,111d, 1\L1y 24, 1907. I le c.imc to the United tate, with his family in 1917 and lived in Buffalo, cw York, until removing to Cincinnati in 1924. He wa graduat d from the Uni,·crsity of Cincinnati in 1928, .ind from the Hebrew Union ollcgc in 19 31. 1 le did graduate work at olumbi.t UniHrsity. 
I Ic i, the author of "Mose Mendelssohn," "The Book of anticles According to the Midra h," "The Etcrn.11 People," "A und,1y roreign crvicc," "The ' unday chool Adapted to the Progre sivc Method of fduc,Hion." 
He has been a speaker on the "Message of 1srael" radio bro.1dc,1>l for the pa,t ix 

rc.1rs. I le i~ .1 lecturer for the .1tional onfcrcncc of Christians and Jew~, reprc,cnting B'nai B'rith. 

He wa vice-prc~idcnl of the cw York Board of Jewish 1iniHcn in 1942. He i\ ,1 member of the executive board of the 1.tnhattan cout ouncil- a member of the c ecutive board of the Manhattan ivilian Defense Volunteer Organintion- a member 
of the Governor\ ' ommincc on cw York ' tatc ouncil of Marriage and the Family. 



He i5 the rcprc.5entative of the cntral onference o f American RJbbi\ on the . y11J1;oguc 
ouncil of America, and wa5 ' hairman of the Committee which arr.111gcd the recentl y 

co mpleted bible calendar for the Synagogu e ouncil o f Amcric .1 

With p.trticular respect to Rabbi chachtel\ e>.perience ,l'> a Rabbi, it 
may be advi ed chat he has been serving the We t End ongregation in 

ew York City for the ast twelve ear. That ongregation is the third 

• or fourth large t Reform ongregation in the city. l le affiliated with 
• that Congregation after hi ordination at Hebrew Union ollege, and for 

all practical purposes, according to information furni hed to us by re-
• liable source , he ha had the respon ibility for supplying the plan and 

the program and the religious guidance of the ongregacion as it, spiritu.11 
leader for most chi period. r., • 

Of cour e, Rabbi Schachtcl wa no the only person recommended or 
considered for the local pulpit. As a matter of face, throughout che entire 
period of the Board's con ideration of the issue, variom application were 
received, and at least five Rabbi were investigated eriously, ome by per-

onal contact, and others through corre pondence and long distance phone 
calls. Several of the Rabbis referred to were contacted in New York dur

ing the Rabbinical Conference, at which time Rabbi Schachtel him elf 
was met by a member of the Special Committee. It i regrettable that it 

is not consistent to mention the names of the ersons hereinabove referred 
To, for in so '8on£iden'8ei v al and unfavorable reac-
tion suffered b the well-intentioned Rabbi who felt that the woul'ct 

e serving t e cau e of Judaism to etter advantage through our pu pit. 
ot only, however, in the opinion of the Board, but from evidence other

wise gathered, it was apparent chat Rabbi Schachccl was our most favored 
pro pect. 

After it b~camc obvious that Rabbi Schachcel wa rated first among 
those Rabbis recommended by certain distinctly eminent religious leader 
for the consideration of the Board, a circum tance wa taken advanta •e 

of to give certain representatives of our ongregation an opportunity to 

meet Rabbi Schachtel and to sustain or di courage your Board in its 
appraisal of hi qualification for the position. Permit u to explain: 

A year ago a meeting was held in J Iouston by a number of representa -
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ti e<; of our Congreg:ition, actin • a<; )riv.He Jer,~o~.n_:..;'i~:11:,.:.1c.:~J-'i~..._ ............ ...._-..~
cially repre<;encing Bech l'irael for the purpo'>e of comidering the objectives 
o t 1e mcrican Council for Jud .1i,m. It wa-, decided recent! tlut an 
other discm.,ion of cerr.1in of the m.rny ,1nd v.1ried i'>sue<, to which the 

Council w;1s cfovoting it'> deliberatiom would be timely md advisable. The 
per ons intere<,ted in the local unit of the Council .rnd al • 1 ·erned in -

c1 enta y, about Beth hr.1cl\ pulpit i'>sue, concei ed the idea tlur it -
WOLi C e 11g l y ac.: Vl~a l' lO '>o.icit Ra bi cluchccl, who had ,tire.Hr y • 
been recom°';;ien<led for our local pulpit, to come co I Jouston in connection 
with the ,ouncil m.itter, '>0 that if our local people were intere ced in him, 

e might be approac 1ec. he pcr'>om who planned this situ.nion felt that 
through their .1ccion they would not only be serving rhe 'ongregacion, by 
giving the Bo,1rd of Bech hrael .rnd ,1 repre<ient.itive cro~'>-'>eccion of the 

Beth Israel membership, an opportunity to meet Rabbi ch.1chtel and to 

apprai -e him at first hand and individually, but that they would .11,o be 
giving the gentleman hinHclf an opportunity co meet ome of our people, 
in whom, hopcf ully, he might be ome intere ced. 

After it had become obviou that those who had met Rabbi S ha htel 
were deeply interested in him, and had expres ed the sincere hope that 

he could be interested in the local pulpit, a proposal was made to Rabbi 

Schachtel, and he was influenced into considering the challenge which the 
Rabbinate of Beth Israel, located in thi great Southern city, offered co 

a Rabbi of broad-gauged vision and energy, and endowed with the qualities 
of leader hip. After ome days f con ideration, and after ,1 number of 

conferences by phone with his and n 1 

a sociate , Rabbi chac ,eel agreed to consider our call for hi service5. 
[t wa5 ugge5ted by a member of the Board chat an arrangement be 

made through the Brotherhood, which manned the pulpit during Dr. 
Barn ton's ab1,ence on vacation, for a special ervice at Temple Beth I rael 
at which Rabbi chachtel would be pre ented and would make a talk. 
Thi propo al was arbitrarily ruled out of order by Rabbi chachtcl, who 
felt that u h an action on hi part or on the part of the members of the 
Board, even at the Brotherhood's invitation, would be gro ly di re pectful 
to Or. Barmton, who was out of the ity. Rabbi chachtel advised th.1t 

• 



only upon Dr. Barnston's personal invitation would he .1ppc,1r in our 
pulpit. Your Board promptly recognized the highly ethic.ii .111J thoroughly 
ound po ition of Rabbi chachtcl in thi connection, and thanked him for 

hi good advice, which protected the Board again t a gr,tve inju ti e to 
Dr. Barn ton, and which might have been committed unwittingly. It wa 
then ugge ted to Rabbi Schachtel that the Board give a reception in hi 
honor at either We twood Country lub or at the Abe M. Lev Memorial 
Community Hall for the entire member hip of ongregation Beth I rael. 
Rabbi Schachtel refu ed to approve chi procedure, which he advi ed could 
not remotely be considered with dignity, a it would be cbu pre urned chat 
he had arbitrarily accepted our call, which would not be ethical until uch 
time as he had notified hi own Congregation of hi intention to make a 
new affiliation. The above reaction were tho e of a entleman of culture, 
.rnd hould erve as ome explanation to those who have cen unable to 
under tand why an opportunity to meet and hear Rabbi chachtcl wa 
not possible for the ongregation a a whole. 

Howe er, Rabbi chachtcl did agree to meet a f cw member\ of our 
Longregation informally, and thi:, was arranged by cveral members of 
the Board who a fit, at their own t:xpcnse, to entertain Rabbi chachtcl 
unofficially, and to extend to him on!) uch imple dcfercn e a might be 
expected by any gentleman of standing vi icing another communit upon 
invitation. As a re ult of the e contact , the Board heard much prai e, and 
many ardently expre ed wi he that Bech I rael might be able to ecurc 
chi Rabbi a it piritual leader. Among other , the following per on m,:t 
Rabbi chachtel o ial:y, and cxpre ed appreciation for che privilege: 

Dr. G. Hcnrr Aron fcld 
Mi:.. and Mrs. J. l I. Butler 
Mrs. . oguenhcm 
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. . ohen 
Mr. Harry l. ohcn 
Dr. Henry ohcn 
~lr. and Mr . ydncy H. ohcn 
Dn. Louis and Ray K. Daily 
Mr. M. . Danncnbaum 
Mr. Melvin T. David on 
lr. and Mr . J. rlich 

Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Finger 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Franklin 
Mr. J. Friedlander 
fr . athan Goldsnmh 

\[r. and Mrs. Jack orcn 
\Ir. Henry Greenfield 
Mr. and lrs. L. L. Harri 
1r. and 1r . Hyman J Ian 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hecht 
Mr . and Mr . . J. Klein 
\fr. and Mrs. Julius Levi 
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Ir . I lcrbcn I·. l.c, y 
Dr. Moi c 0. Levy 
Mr. Rene . Levy 
fr . am W. Levy 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank L1ppc1 
Mr. idncy L. Mayer 
Mr . arrie D. Meyer 
Mr. ;md Mr . Lasker M. Meyer 
Mr. and Mr . Leopold L. Meyer 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris D. Meyer 
fr. Albert Meyer on 

Mr. and Mrs. am I. Miller 
Mrs. W.W. Munze heimcr 
Mr. . D. aman 
Mr. and Mrs. Max H . athan 

Dr. rn<l In . ~- RJu1..h 
Ir Melvin Rouff 
1r. ' imon akowit, 

Mr. and Mr . Tobia~ akowil/ 
Mr. and Mr . Jake am 
Mr. Alvin charff 
Mr. Ralph hnitzer 
Mr. Irvin M. hlenkcr 
Mr. Dave traus 
Mr. am Suravitz 
Dr. and Mr. David Wach man 
Mr. and Mrs. Meyer Wagner 
Mr. and Mr. Abe Weingarten 
Mr. Ben Wolfman 
Mr. and Mr . . M. Wunderman 

A a matter of deference to many member of the Congregation, it may 
be mentioned mo t re pectfully chat in the exten ion of invitation an 
att~mpt wa made to pre enc the Rabbi to a cro - ection of the ongre
gat1on, young and old, and with re peer to the familie and religiou ac
tivitie . . rnd affiliation with which they were .1 o iated. 

The Board believes that Rabbi chachtel i out tanding among the com 
p,1r.1tivcly few available prospect for our important pulpit, dignified by 
forty-thr c ear of di tingui hed leader hip. The Board i convinced chat 
he is ideally equipped by temperament, character, training, education and 
ideologies, by forbear and background, a well a by actual experience 
over the pa t twelve years, to provide piritual leader hi of that character 
to which Beth I rael ha ub cnbed durin the a t fort -three ear · and 
to w 1c , hopefully, it will be devoted in the future. 

Rabbi chachtel i thirty- even year of age, but tho e who have met 
him per ona'.ly are convinced that he is experi::nced and mature beyond hi 
year , and that through devotion to duty and throu h e pericn e he ha 
attained the Talmudic Age of Under tanding. 

The Board and Rabbi chachtel have di cu ed all pha e of the dutie 
and re pon ibilitie of enior Rabbi. We believe chat he will mea ure up 
fully to the requirement and to the opportunitie of the po ition and 
that he ill not on! rove to be a o ular and competent ul iteer, but 
that he will al o be a power for faith and religion. e i an accomp i hcd 



mus1c1an and as uch should be able to advise authoritatively upon the 

extent and manner in which mu ic hould ontribute to our er i e . He 

will prove to be an inspiration in the live of our children, and give u ,1 

Religious School planned alon the same line5 a that at We t nd 
gogue, an w 1c i acknowledged to be the out tandmg Relig1ou 
in America. As a matter of fact, a treati e, of which Rabbi ch:tchtcl is 

the author, is the official clas room text on the ubje t of the unda ' 

chool-u ed by the Hebrew Union ollege-for the in truction of tu 

dent Rabbis. He will, by force of hi personality and intelle t, in ure 
better s na o ue attendance. We know t at e is inten cly intere ted in 

• the Brotherhood movement, in the Temple i terhood, and in all of the 

other usual Temple religiou agencie • and cultural activities. I le i an 
accomplished writer, and has contributed article to leading new paper 

and magazines concerned with ethical and religiou ubject . I Ii erm n<. 

are liberally quoted from week to week in the ew ork "Tim " and 

other metropolitan newspaper . Rabbi Schachtel i no fanatic on religion 

or controver ial tenet . To the contrar digoi6e.d I it er 

• 

m ew1s p i oso h and Talmudic ~~"'""'-~:.1e t d t ervice of ,od 
an 1s e ow man. Rabbi Schachtel doe not think that the pulpit houki 

be used either by himself or other a a me ium for di emination o ai's
tur mg propaganda or fo the ex uncfing of ill-conceived elfi h v~ 
or o Jee 1ve , po 1tical or ideolo ical, but houfd be re erved more ar-
1cu ar y or t e espou al of the doctrines of a ure rclig_ion to which ill 

1ate with ou _....,_,...,....__ . ..,"',.._ g,ati :J1 ma ub ribe. With 
our Board and Rabbi Schachtcl are in accord. -

Your Board believe that chi Rabbi will guide Beth Traci fon ard 

along accu corned line and in conformity with the teaching and philos

ophy of a liberal Judai m of the character uh cribed to by Dr. Barn ton. 
Beth Israel ha a tradition and a heritage extending over many year in the 

field of Reform Judaism, or a better stated by I aac M. Wi e, in the 

field of American J udai m. We believe that the ongre at ion de ire and 

will in ist upon the continuation of thi tradition, and in our opinion,
Rabbi Schac tel i the out tanding man in the United tate a , if. fe :11'9 
carry on thi type of religiou ea er 1p. urmermorc, your comm1ttec -
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believe that th Rabbi will take hi pla e, and properly, in all a . cmblic\ 
id ntified , ith ultural and ivi endeavor, an I will be an c !lent repre--entative of the on ,rcg.nion and of it\ people, not only Toc:1TTy, but .11 o 

in onne tion with i uc o 1;, ortance to Jew or cntilc, bcf re the -people of Texa. and of the ni te<l ca tes . 
• 

A migT1t e pre ume , the quc t1on of ompcn ation wa an i ~u 

that had to be nsidercd, and de pitc the fa · t that Rabbi chachtel earned 
in execs of 11,000 b , ar ,it.h,. ~ st End ongrcgation, he agreed to • 

a cpt a lla.Q' of 10,000 from Beth l r,1el, whi h amount, in Texa,, he 

wa a sured, would prove to be the equivalent of a 12,000 sabry in cw 
York tate, the difTcrcn e being .1ccounted f r by a lower ompar.nivc 

c st of living and the benefit of the community property law in Tc>.,1~ 

in lhe calculation of taxe . ln the .1cceptan e of a lower abr than th .it 
which he had been re ei ing, R. bbi chachtel nude it ver plain tlut he 

wa more intcrc. ted • e challen •e off ercd in this growing communit ' 
than in the amount h f services. t ~ 1 e 

noted, p cas I thg B abhi Schachrel wu adxisrd that he would be recom -
mended hy rbc Dami~ iiof euly a two-year tenure of offi e. 

0 

Rabbi cha htel, a a matter of ommon de en y, ~nu t r main with 

his ongregation through Yorn Kippur, not only because it would be mo c 

incon iderate to leave hi J yal and faithful friend in the hands of :1 

trangc rabbi during the High I Iolichy , and which, if it were done, in
cidentally, would certainly not impress your Board favorabl , but also 
becau e of the importance of the Rabbi\ cu~tomary annual Kol idrc 

appeal for funds t meet pecifi financial need of hi ongreg.nion. It 
may be n tcd, b che way, that the Kol idre appeal by Rabbi cha htel 

Ja t year netted a sum of five figure . 
R, l uietl be >un t sun ey the field of po-

tential candidate. f r • 1 • v ith the We t En ongregation, an 1 

o t e e ie that he will be able to report to Beth I rael more or le 
promptly following the High Holidays, if he i approved by this ongreg:i

tion a Dr. Barn ton' ucccs r. 
The Rabbi wa unwilling, however, to obligate him elf, e en verbally, 

to report before Jan. 1, 1944, ab he was unwilling to make any binding 



agreement which might work a hard hip upon hie; beloved ongregation ,ts 
a result of which there might be reflection upon hi reputation and in
tegrity, or a pang to hi con cience. Your Board heartily endorsed Rabbi 
Schachtel' viewpoint, but ha had om a surance within the la t week 
that a report to duty much earlier than originally inferred might b 
expected. Rabbi hachtel' appearance here by v. 1 i very p <,sible. 

We have pre ented to you herein the highlight of the i uc a we have 
appraised it, and thi hort report doe not remotely reflect the extent of 
the effort and intro pection devoted by the Board to thi all-important 
ubject. It is true that only a comparativcl hort time ha clap ed ince 

the Board wa given its a ignment to pro ure a uc or to Dr. Barn ton, 
but it i all the more to the Board' credit that it proceeded relentlessly 
and fervently with it ta k, and arrived directly at it objective. The rec
ommendation which the Board i making ha not been the re ult of un-
tudied and ha ty deci ion, but it conclu ion have been arrived at only 

after a thorough canvas of all available per on and material, qualifi d, 
in the Board' opinion, for chi di tingui hed reform pulpit. 

Permit your elve to be reminded that Rabbi hachtel did not apply 
for the position with Congregation Beth I rael. He wa literall , 

e cce ranee of an a i nment not remotely in the 
ame category a that to which he is current y evote . He ha been, and 
till j , erving for the interim, a great Congregation, and in the a eptan e 

of the call from Beth I racl he i po ibly jeopardizing a po ition of tab
lished national leader hip and rofe sional ecurity, intrigued b the chal
len e offere 

The recommendation in favor of Rabbi chachtcl' call to chi n-
gregation i not merely ub cribed to by two or three of tho e per on who 
are erving chi ongregation in thi particular in tance, but the propo al 
ha been endor ed unanimou ly by the member of your Board, the ma-
jority of whom have been members of thi ongregation from fifteen t 

Jore -four h' ed of men and women w o e tand-

muniry a well a of thi ongrcgation, has ever been identified with Beth 
I sr.1cl. Permit me to read their name 

Sydney l L ohcn 
)I{. . Dannenbaum 
lch in T. Da, ithon 

Ike I. freed 
Dr. Thm. frcundlich 
I. Friedlander 
Hcnrr rccnficld 
\1rs. arl J. 1 Icrman, r. 
)I[ r. lier be rt L I evy 
\1rs. 1. D. I cvy 

Ir. Rene . Irvy 

\Ir. am W. Lc,·y 
idncy L. 1aycr 

Mr~. La\kcr 1. feyer 
lbcrt fryer on 

1rs. \VI. \X'. Mun7c\hcimcr 
Max H. rathan 
\fehm Rouff 
Tobia akowit1 
Lt. ol. Wm. alrnan 
In·in \1. hlcnkcr 

Your Board submiB the conviction that it per onnel ar repre entati e 
~ of every clement within our ongregation, and arc in ever manner and 

character th product of all that ha con tituted our con eption of Re-
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form Judaism a it ha been preached in thi ongregation for half a cen-
tury or longer. • • s 
nor influenced b y 
t e var.ious element in thi Congrsvaricw• It ha 
objective, namely, to in ure for the pulpit of thi R form ngregation 

..:, rcligiou leader hip, uni_mpa ioned except by devotion to God and to 
the principle and ideal -Of a )udat m mhtr\ed from our forebear, and 
to which the member hip of thi ongregation ha e pre umably ub
cribed morally, a e idenced by the very fact of affiliation. If any pei-
on o rour B been motivated in hi endor ement of thi recom

mendation by other than the principle pre cntc 111 t i tatement, he 
i to be char cd with h di hone t du licit , perfid and 
di lovalt to as ced to an man. 

In your reflection upon the contents and ignificance of chi all-impor
tant recommendation, and to which your approval i olicited, you are 
earne tly reque ted to approach the matter with compo ure and equanim
ity. You arc humbly reque ted to ubmcrge your per onal difference , real 
or imaginary, and to curb pcrhap ill-arou ed, di quieting emotion . Do 
not, in your deliberation be mi guided by any exaggerated conception 



..Qf obligation to an individual, bur be oncerncd primarily with the mag- R UBI I h J\l N J DAfi 11 11TLI 

nit with which 1ou arc confronted. Commit your clvc - W'c,t End r11.1goguc 
to argc of your duty to a au c than er onal e,; York it)' 

friendship or sh ob'ecc· c chaPc~ th at h.tvc IT L lY PLEA URE TO f I·ORM Y U THAT AT A P aAL 
been rnrlcd inst i •1 vc been ctcriullv MEET! TG )F ' O BETf I I RAEL I lELD LA T E-
earcd, and w e hear currilou\ implicaciom 11 ' , Tl IE RECO 1ME DATI OF Tl IE BOARD OF TRU TE S 

mvo ving the importa ·• th .1t led u to -,t-1c- - Tl !AT YOU BE ELE ,TED E TOR RABB[ OF TII · GR GA-
actio our Board , • s a result of which m,rny TIO FOR A PER 100 OF TWO YEARS AT TE 

mem your Boar • , evous da c\s nights. DOLLARS PER YEAR \V/ A U A I MOUSL Y APPROVED. Tl IE 
The member of the ongrcgation arc re\pect u y ,1 visct tut t 1ey J JOPE W i\ I DULGED GE ERALLY Tl IAT YOU WOULD RE -

may be as chargeable as any member of the Board for f.tilurc to do their PORT TO TI 11 p I.PIT AT A EARLY DATE. 
duty and to di charge their obligation con. cicntiou\ly .rnd honor,1bly. 
The member of chi Congregation arc reminded that from thi\ 
for with ch • consciences a ever ' member 
who votes this evenin!! on the matter of chi rccommcnd,nion. inval~ng 

one of the I ::.;......;..__,.;_;_.._.,_ I 
u on which , cpen r 1e u u t: 

u Jewish community at argc, , . 
action, avorably or unfavorably, not onl to God, but to 

children, and hi children' children. 

Re pcctfully ubmittcd, 

BoARD 01 • TRu TU:. or o GRl·GAl 10 B1 n I f'>I\At L. 

By LI OPO[ D L. 11 YLR, 

J>rf'lidc11/ . 

August 4, 1943. 

At the Special Meeting referred to, Rabbi chachtel wa 
unanimously elected Chief Rabbi of Congregation Beth Israel 
to ucceed Dr. Henry Barnston, and wa o advi ed per copy 

of telegram of Augu t 5, 1943, herein: 
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Lt oPot D L. M1 vr R, Prl'.li<li-11/, 

ongreg,1tion Beth r~r.1cl. 

It i pcrhap unne c ary for your Pre ident to enlarge 
upon the exciting cir umstance urrounding the meeting of 
Augu t 4, 1943, which likely will alway be recalled by the 
member of ongregation Beth I racl a highly eventful, to 
ay the lea t. Unle there had been mixed emotions at thi 

hi toric meeting there would have been omewhat of a reflec
tion upon all the person involved in the drama-for uch it 
wa . There was no doubt in the mind of any thinking mem
ber of the ongregation that the Board' recommendation 
concern111g a ucce or to Dr. Barn ton would be adopted, but 
there were natural! 

r. Barn ton' • • •R-41-U~~~~UlJJJ;:J;~ti.ll~--

regar es of any circum tance , were reluctant to ee the 
elder Rabbi retire. It would have been a reflection upon Dr. 



Bar ton' two generations of loyal and faithful ervice to 
Congregation Beth Israel had there been le of heartache in 
hi relinquishment of hi high position; and it would have 
been no le s to be wondered at, if over a period of year , 
Rabbi Kahn had not won ome friends who, regardles of the 

""'above reviewed contingencie , would be quite ambitious for 
his promotion. 

There developed, however, between the original date of 
Dr. Bar ton's retirement and the date of the Special Meeting 
called for the election of Rabbi Schachtel, certain fact , 
which, although accorded in the beginning only pa ing con-
ideration, ultimately erved to convince the Board of Tru -

tee that wherea there were some very we11-meaning mem
bers of the Congregation who were unhappy over the Board' 
decision to recommend the acceptance of Dr. Barn ton' 
re ignation; and although there were others equally incere in 
their disappointment at the Board's failure to recommend 
Rabbi Kahn a Senior Rabbi to succeed Dr. Barn ton, the 
n1ost distress£ ul and vociferous expression of devotion to the 
two Rabbi were more or le imulated by certain others 
constituting a very small organized minority, for who1n per
turbation concerning the plight of the Rabbis wa eemingly 

uite econdary to other in tere t . At thi momen tou meet-
ing of August 4, 1943, it became not only apparent but obvi
ou , for the first time in the hi tory of Beth I rael, that there 
were ho elessl irreconcilable factio • thin our Congrega
tion, and, shockingly, that a small segment of our member-_, 
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shi was more devoted to National Zionis than to Judaism. 
Whereas the greatest deference i due to those dear friends oi 
Rabbi Barn ton and Kahn, who e motives were unimpeach
able, the raaicalist elemeni of the opposition to the recom
mendation of the Board, insignificant though it was sufficed 
to convince the Board, and ortunately, the majority of the 
members of the Congregation at large, that there was a tangi
ble element within the membership which was not being 
moti ated by the best intere t of Beth Israel as a religious 
entit!-y, but rather by a confirmed-and ju tified-belief, that 
if Rabbi Schachtel were elected, the death knell of National 

ioni m within Beth I rael would be sounded. 
The farther the meeting advanced, the more conclusive 

became the evidence of the defection which had surrepti
tiously gnawed it • ver vitals of the Congr~a
tion, and accordin 1 the membershi finall asserted itself, 
in a thunderous and ignominious defeat of a designin but 
hopeless and hel less minority. 

The Special Meeting of August 4, 1943, may be recorded 
a the mo t exciting and hectic one in the history of Beth 
I rael, and unhappily, may compare too favorably with the 
n1ost turbulent meeting ever held by any Congregation any
where; but over and above that unfortunate fact and cir
cumstance, the renascence of American Reform Judaism in 
Congregation Beth Israel will date therefrom, and the bril
liant future of Beth Israel will be predicated upon comin 

ent who e hadow were cast that evening. It is conceiv: 

.. 



able that reverberations of that meetin_g ma ecar.ded £or _ 
all time within h circles of all vi or u eric ....... --~c.for.QJ 
Jews throughout the length and breadth of our land. 

The entire Jewi community wa definite y arou ed b 
the character of the claptrap pre ented at the Special Me t
ing of August 4. De pite the fact that the Zioni t contingent 
had been soundly thrashed, figuratively, the length to which 
the obstructionist proceeded in their effort to defeat the 
onstructive purpo es of the Board of Tru tee was a revela 

tion to many members of the Congregation, who, prior o 
the meeting, were somewhat of the opinion that the magni
tude of the issue had been exaggerated. After what tran-
pired at the meeting no further argument or evidence wa 

nece sary, to the strictly Reform element of the member
ship, _that the Zionist ideology wa hopele ly incongruou 
with the temper of Beth Israel a well a incompatible with 
the doctrines and precept of Reform Judai m a fo tercd 
within ·our Temple, for more than two generation , re olu
tions passed by the Central Conference of American Rabbi 

otwithstanding. 
hfj a result of the obviou fact that there wa parti an

thinking as well a parti an-wor hip within our Congrega
tion, there developed keen re entment which culminated in 
outspoken and unreserved demands that the policie , prin
ciples, and religiou philosophy by which Beth Israel shou Id 
be governed in the future mu t be formulated, o to peak, 
and ubmitted to the member hip for endor em.::nt. / 

~ 
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A c rdingl , at the r gular monthly meeting of th Board 
of Truc;tec on Augu t 10, 1943, y ur Pre idcnr appointed a 
Com1nittee to be known a. the Poli y Formulation -~..,.,......,.._ 
tee who c duty and re pon ibilit it hould be to prepare, 
subject to the action of the Board, _£rinciple , policie , rule , 
regulation and pro cdurc to be ob er ed in connection with 
t e uturc admini. tration of the ongregation'. affair ac 
cording to the variou categoric into which such matterc; 
hould logically fall. The following person were appointed 

to this all-important ommittee, with your President to erve 
ex-officio: 

r. h-icdlander, 
M. . l) ,\nnl:nb.rnm 
1 kc L l· rccd 
Or. Thos. Frcundli ·h 
Mr~. ,.\rl J. l lcrm an, r. 

,hairnl(/11 

Herbert E. Lev 
Mr~. W. \Y/. Munnshcimcr 
Max H. ach.111 
Tobias S.lkowit:t 

lrvin M. hlcnker 

In deference to the leader hip with which ongregation 
Beth I rael ha been blc ed-and a uredly your Pre ident i 
referring more particularly to hi predeces or in office a well 
as to hi own and previou Board - it mu t be tatcd that the 
quc tion of ational Zioni m within Congregation Beth 
I racl did n t pring into being a a re ult of the pccial 
Meeting of Augu t 4, 1943. It merely came to a head a an 
outcome of the fact , ircum tance and condition attend
ant upon that meeting. It had long been well kn wn that 
there were omc ational Zioni t - ome rather zealou one 
-within our mid t; it wa al o well known by tho e par-

-
-



tic ar erson well as b tho e members of the Congrega
tion at large who had permitted them elves to become inter
ested in the matter, that Beth I rael it elf was uncompromi -
ingly and unalterably Reform in manner of wor hip and defi
nitely non-Zionist ideologically. It wa merely a matter o 
when Beth Israel would take its tand in connection with the 
Zionist controversy, and August 4 wa simply the occa ion_, 
for the showdown. 

At the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees held on 
Tuesday, September 7, 1943, Mr. I. Friedlander made a for
mal report for the Policy Formulation Committee of which 
he was Chairman. He informed the Board that his Com1nit
tee had held many meeting and conference since the date of 
its appointment, Augu t 10, 1943, and was prepared to ub
mit what the Committee characterized as a Re tatement of 
Principle , founded upon the philo ophy of I aac M. Wi e, 
the father of American Reform Judai m, which, it wa gen
erally pre urned, had erved for the piritual guidance of the 
Congregation ince it was organized. On behalf of hi Com-
mittee Mr. Friedlander reco endad that the propo al 
which had been rafted compri e what should become 
known a (tBa ic Principles of Hebrew Congregation Beth -I rael Hou ton, Te as." 

e maJonty of the member of the Board had partici
pated in one or more of the informal discus ions devoted to 
the con ideration of the variou Principle , re tated and re
formulated, and accordingly were familiar, generally, with 
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the te t of the propo als being recommended by the Policy 
Formulation Committee. Regardless of that fact, there was a 
\Tery careful finale an1ination of this important subject mat
ter, and each of the even proposed Principle was weighed 
seriously and with appropriate introspection. After due re
flection, the Board adopted the Principles, but reserved for 
the Policy Formulation Committee, and delegated thereto, 
the authority to make such alterations, in substance, context, 
and phra eology, as had been recommended and approved by 
the Board in the cour e of the general discus ions thereon, 
and which had been duly recorded. 

The Board in tructed the Executive Secretary to have 
printed a sufficient number of copies of the Basic Principles 
to permit of di tribution thereof to all members of Congre
gation Beth Israel. 

r. Fri dlander, further reporting for hi Committee, ub-
1nitted the recommendation that formal applications for 
member hip in Beth I rael hould be nece sary in the future 
and that the Basic Principle a adopted be incorporated 
~erein. The Board adopted the recomn1enda tion. 

Mindful as it was of the fact that there would be s01ne w o 
would be unwillin t to the Basic Princi les but 
nonethe e s e er de irous of making Beth Israel's House of 
Worship available to all memb who 
would otherwi e conform to Beth Israel's membership re
quirement , it wa recommended by the Board that Associate 
Member hi be available and that uch membershi s when 



accepted according to the usual routine by the Board of 
Trustees, should conform to all of the admini trative regu 
lations of Beth Israd and hould enjoy all the benefit nv1-
leges, and obli ation • t in such men1ber hip with cer- _ 
ta1n reservations, namely, that A sociate men1ber hould not 
have the i h ~ 

1s issue precipitated quite a lengthy di cu ion, with the 
Board ultimately voting unanimously in fa or of the A o
ciate Membership proposal, as it was rea onably concluded 
that no person who was unwilling to subscribe to the funda
mental principles upon which any organization wa con
ceived should have the power, through the ballot, to incite 
active opposition thereto, and perhap plant the eed for 
the destruction thereof. 

The Executive Secretary of the Congregation wa in 
structed to have the two form of Application Blank print
ed immediately, more particularly for the accon1modation 
of those person who might fall within either member hip 
category who should de ire to affiliate with Beth Israel prior 
to the approaching High Holidays. The ((Application f r 
Membership" and the ttA lication for As ociate Member
s 1p were more or le identical in orm, wit the exception 
t at in the former there were printed the t(Ba ic Principle of 
Congregation Beth Israel," with the incorporated willingnes 
oi the applicant to subscribe thereto; wherea in the l:ater 
the ttBasic Principles of Congregation Beth Israel" were not 
recited, but there was incorporated therein the under tand-
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mg that the A ·ociatc Membership did not carry the right to 
vote or to hold ofhcc in the ongrcgation. 

Before the adjournn1ent of the Board 1necting of Septem
ber 7, 1943, which had been devoted almo t e clu i ely to 
matter pertaining to the Ba ic Principle , Mr . W. W. Mun 
ze hcin1cr, reporting for the Ritual on1mittee, of which he 
was Vicc-Chairn1an, advi cd that her ommittee Chairn1an, 
Mr. Geo. . Cohen, had practically completed arrangement 
in connection with procuring the ervice of Rabbi aul B. 
Appclbautn a a i tant to Rabbi Barn ton during the High 
Holiday , and that official report thereon might be expected 
within a f w day . A a n1atter of fa t , at a pecial Meeting 
of the Board on the date of eptember 14, 1943, and e pe
cially called therefor, Mr. Geo. . ohen's co1nmunication of 

eptember 9, pertaining to Rabbi Appelbaum' services, wa 
pre ented to the Board, and the recommendations therein, 
covering the employment of Rabbi Appclbau1n for the period 
September 15 to ovember 1, 1943, inclu ive, were promptly 
approved. 

At an informal di cus ion imn1ediately following the Board 
meeting of eptember 7, 1943, at which the Basic Principle 
were adopted, it wa more or le decided that, regardle s of 
the inherent authority of the Board, it would be the better 
part of wi don1 to ubmit the Basic Principles to the Congre
gation at large, and at ome convenient date following the 
High Holidays. It was contemplated, in the meantime, that 
there would be prepared for the membership of Beth Israel 



a timely campaign of enlightenment on the vital current 
issues, supplemented by an explanation for the Board' action 
~ ..... • h a background of event that led thereto. 

Under date of October 25, 1943, however, and before plan 
for such a meeting as propo ed had been completed, a peti
tion, copy of which is set forth below, was presented to your 
President: 

To THE PRE JD TA o BoARD OF o GR •GA TIO B1:.TH I RAEL: 

We, the under igned member of ongregation Beth I rael of Hou ton, 
Texas, respectfully petition you to call a pecial meeting of the Congre
g:Hion, in ac ordance with the provision of ection 9 and 10 of Article 
II of the Bylaw of the Congregation, for the following purpo c: 

To determine whether or not the majority of the Beth I rael member
ship i in accord with the entiments expre ed in the "Ba~ic Prin iples" 
embodied in the application for member hip. 

We object to the continuance of thi application form upon the follow 
mg ground : 

1. It is not in keeping with the true pirit of the a cepted doc
trine of modern American Reform Judai rn a expre cd by the two 
parent bodie of American Reform Judai m, the Union of American 
Hebrew ongregation and the encral Conference of American 
Rabbi . Congregation Beth I rael i affiliated with the c two bodies 
and should act in accordance with the principle of thee two out-
tanding Reform organization . 

2. It i our conviction that th majority of members of ongre
gation Beth I rael are in direct oppo ition to the continuance of thi 
application , because: 

a. It et up a econd cla s member hip. 
b. It i a direct and viciou negation of democratic principle . 
c. The te t for member hip i un-American. 
d. It is irreligious. 
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e. It tends to undermine and destroy the pre tige and religious 
influence of Congregation Beth Israel in its own membership and 
in the community at large. 
~ 

3. To make certain the true democratic proce e , we, the peti-
tioner , demand a a fulfillment of the purpo e of this pecial called 
meeting, that uch vote upon this propo ition be arried through with 

emocrattc rocedure d dos ~t. -
With per£ ect confidence thlt you, who conduct the lff airs of the Con

gregation, will abide by the true tenet of Americani m, we re pectf ully 
petition you to clll thi meeting at the earliest time provided by section 
l 0, article 2 of the Byb w . 

1iss lisc Westheimer 
Mr . L. L. Liedecker 
Bertha W. Furman 
l lannah W c thcimer 
Dlvid Levy 
Mn. David Levy 
Mrs. Vera tcll.1 Kro t 
Mr . J. L. Bressler 
Mr. Al tein 
Mr. and lr . I hrold I. ct7 

Mn. L. A. R osenfield 
Ben oble 
M. H . Jacob 
Mrs. L H. }a.cobs 
Mrs . J. L Farb 

Harry L. Lantz 
Mrs. Harry Lantz 
J. L. Farb 
Al tein 
Boris Wolff 
H . aplovic1, M. D . 
Robt. Pre ser 
Mr . M. D. Cohen 
frs. L. B. Getz 
ettie W. Weems 
elia J. Winfield 

Mrs. Stanley Blum 
Mrs. Max Paine 
Max Paine 
Harry A. olf 

Mrs. . ooperman 
Loui A. Freed 
L. Tarnopol 
Mr. and \rs. B. E. Jacobs 

. Minchcn 
J. L. Bressler, M. D. 
Mrs. H. Caplovitz 
G. . Lcchenger 
M. D. Cohen 
Mrs. J.P. epper 
J.P. epper 
Mrs. H.J. ohn 
Mrs. Fannie ook 
Dr. A. Axelrod 

Immediately upon receipt of the above petition for the call 
of a Special Meeting of the Congregation, and which, in all 
respects, was within the rights of the signers thereof, your 
Pre ident called a Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees 
for November 1, 1943, for the purpose of considering the 
matter at hand. 

In the meantime, under date of October 27, 1943, your 



President was presented with another petition, copy of which 
is also set forth below: 

To Tl IE PRE IDENT AND BOARD 01- TRUSTEL oF 
H EBREW CoNGRI:.GATION BLTII I RAI:.L 

Houston, Texas 

Ge11tle111e11: • 
We, the under igned members of Hebrew ongregation Beth l racl of 

Houston, Texas, re pectfully petition you to call a pecial Meeting of the 
Congregation in accordance with the provi ions of ectiom 9 and 10 of 
Article II of the Revised Bylaw of Hebrew ngregation Beth hracl, for 
the following purpo e : 

1. To adopt the " Basic Principles" of Hebrew ongrcgation Beth 
Israel of Hou ton, Texas (an American Reform ongregation), .ts 
approved and adopted by the Board of Trustee~ of I lcbrew ongrcga
tion Beth I rael at it meeting of cptembcr 7, 1943, rnd as 1.ct forth 
in the printed copy thereof hereto attached. 

2. (a) To adopt a resolution with reference to the Union of 
American Hebrew ongregations, a copy of whi h resolution i 
hereto attached. 

(b) To adopt a re olution with reference to the Hebrew Union 
College, a copy of which resolution i hereto attached. 

(c) To adopt a re olution with reference to the entral n-
ference of American Rabbi , a copy of which re olution is hereto 
attached. 

3. To approve, ratify and adopt the revised form of Application 
for Membership to Hebrew Congregation Beth Israel of Hou ton, 
Texas, as approved by the Board of Tru tees, a now being used, and 
printed copies of which arc hereto attached. 

To insure an ab olutely accurate recording of the will of the member
ship of Hebrew Congregation Beth Israel of Houston, Texas, on the above 
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i uc , we re pcctfully rcquc t that the ote ( or vote ) thereon be on
ducted L i1 ·a , occ. 

\Ve respectfully request that this meeting be called not earlier than the 
first da y of I cccmber 1943. 

eo . . . . ohen 
Leon E. Meyer 
A. B. Zindler 
Mrs. Max If. atlun 

lvin F. harff 
I tarry I. ohen 
Mrs . J. . Breitenbach 
Matthew W. Kahn 
A. A. Bath 
I fyman I lart 
M. . Danncnbaum 
Leon Fmmich 

Jake IL am 
. D. chwau 

(arl J. I Jerman 
I. Friedlander 
L. L. J larri s 
hed M. 11inch 
D. I J. ~tram 
Sam f. lrller 
Ike I. Freed 
Ben Wolfman 
Rene . Levy 
Tobias akowiu 

am uravit.r 
Dr. Thos. hcundli h 
J. Mark Wcsthe1mer 
M. D. Levy 
l.eon Gordon 

has. M. Kapner 
Mrs. Morris Kum1111r 

1111011 akowitz 
am Taub 

Meyer . Wagner 
J. I{. Butler 
I. . Broe hstcm 

Ina much a thi latter petition wa al o filed in accord
ance with the right of the petitioner , it was quite conven
ient for your Pre ident to pre ent both petition at the ame 
Special Meeting of the Board on November 1, above referred 
to, and thus in ure to all per on and partie involved a fair 
review of the matter embodied in both petition . 

Prior to the Special Meeting of the Board on November 
1, 1943, your President ought coun el on the que tion of the 
legality of holding one meeting for the consideration of both 
petition and wa authoritatively advi ed that uch pro
cedure, in addition to being practical, wa entirely in con
formity with legal obligation. Thi information wa con
veyed to the Board, and after an extended discussion of all 
angles involving the current ituation, it was re olved that 
both petition hould be re pected and hould be pre ented 
concurrently and at some one special meeting of the Congre-



gation to be called by the Pre ident in accordance with the 
requirements of the bylaw . It wa al o re olved that all 
members of the Congregation in good tanding hould be 
presented with entrance card which hould ntitl th m to 
admittance to the meeting. 

In addition to the bu ine hereinabo e referr d to, th 
matter of a Re olution, prepared in four part , ubmitted by 
Mr. I. Friedlander on behalf of the Policy Formulation om
mittee, of which he wa Chairman, wa con id red: 
I 

PART "A" of the Re olution wa directed to th nion of Ameri 
Hebrew Congregation and olicited a thorough in ve tigation of the per
onncl, as well a of all department of the Union, with the avowed pur-

-- pose of effecting a vigorou promotion of the hi tori principle of Amer
ican Reform Judai m and of in uring for laymen a greater representation 
in the council of the Union, and on all important tanding commi sion 
of the Union concerned with matter of education and public information 
pertaining to Jew and Judai m. It wa recommended that the Union 
gromptly di ociate itself from the American Jewi h onference and it~ 
re olution demanding the e tabli hment of a Jc • omm nwealth. 

PART "B" of the Reolution wa directed to the Hebrew Union ollegc 
and olicited a thorough inve tigation of the curriculum, requirement and 
per onnel of the College in order that adju tment might be made therein 
to in ure: the attendance at the College of a greater number of tudent<; 
with an • round· a more vital intere t in Reform 
Judaism on the part of the graduate of the ollege, which would nat 
urally emanate from a vitally Reform environment· and a con equent 
e tablishment of more Reform Congregation if a greater number of 
strictly Reform Rabbi were periodically graduated for Reform ervice. 

PART "C" of the Resolution was directed to the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, and embodied a protest against the departure of th 
Conference from the historic pattern and e ential principles of Americ 
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Reform Judai ma enunciated at Philadelphia in 1869, and as tared and 
re tated at Pitt burgh in 1885, at Ro he tcr in 1920, and at olumbu 
in 1937. 

PARr "D" of the Re~olution embodied an appeal to all congregations 
sub cribing to American Reform Judai m to join with Beth I racl in it 
ambition to have re tored lO merican Reform Judai m the liberal em
pha i which made it a dic;tin tive interpretation of Jewi h life and a factor 

1ong the religion of the W c tern World. 

• The con ideration of thi highl ignificant Re olution wa 
decidedly deliberate, and each and e ery pha e of each part 
of the Re olution wa analyzed carefully. After mo t sober 
refle tion the member of the Board unanimou ly came to 
the conclu ion that th entiment and ideal p rvading and 
obtaining within the Beth I rael Memb r hip were more or 
le e entiall e pr ed within the Policy Formulation Com
n1itte ' Re olution a ubmitted, with certain minor ex
ception . ccordingl after certain deletion from the 
original t t, and the inclu i n th rein of con tructive pro
po al originating within the Board, the Re olution of the 
Policy Formulation Committee wa approved and adopted 
by the Board. It wa al o re olved by the Board to pre ent 
the Re oluti n, for adoption b th Member hip, at the pe
cial Meeting of the Congregation, to be held, pur uant to 
the re olution of the B ard at the Special Meeting thereof 
on o ember 1, 1943. It would thu come about that in 
addition to the two petitions to be considered at the Special 
Membership Meeting the important Resolution hereinabove 
referred to would also be submitted for adoption. 



Immediately pur uant t the Board 111eeting of ovember 
1, and in conformity with the motion pa ed thereat, author
izing the Pre ident to call a p cial Meeting of the ongre
gation, your Pre ident ordered the call of the pccial Meet
ing referred to, for o ember 23, 1943, notice of which wa 
mailed under date of ovember 2, 194 3, per cop thereof 
presented below: 

To TIIE MEMBLR 01 Hum1 \\ o <,itt c,A ·110 B1 r,, hR r r, 
Houston, Tc as. 

OTI F PE IA L MEET! 

In accordance -. ith the requirements of rticle II, Section<, 9 .rnJ IO ,>f 
the Bylaws of Hebrew ongregacion Beth lsr.1el, I lou'>ton, Tex.I'>, govern 
ing the call of pecial meeting of ch ongrcg.1tion, noti ·c is hereby given 
chat a pecial Meeting of the member of Hebrew ongrcg.1tion Beth 
I rael of Hou ton, Texa , will be held on Tuc5cby, ovembcr 23, 1943, 
at 7: 3 0 o'clock P. M., in the Temple of Beth hrn~I ongreg.1tion, U'>tin 
and Holman erect , Houston, Tcxa5, for the following purpo c<,: 

(a) To detcnnine whether or not the nujority of the Beth hr,1cl mcm 
b:2r hip is in accord with the sentiment, cxpre\seJ in the "Basi ' )lrinciplc'>" 
embodied in the application for membership. ( J\ cop of the "B,,.,ic Prin 

ciple " is hereto attached.) 

(b) To adopt rhc "Basic Principle " of l lebrcw Congreg.nion Beth 
Israel of Houston, Texa (an Amcric,rn Reform ongreg.1tion), a, ap
proved and adopted by the Bo:.1rd of Tnmee'> of I lcbrew Congregation 
Beth l racl at it meeting of epternbcr 7, 1943, .rnd a'> '>Cl forth in the 

printed opy rher of hereto :.1rt:.1chcd. 

(c) To approve, ratify and :.1Jopt the revised forms of Application for 
Membership to Hebrew ongregation Beth hr,1el of l fouston, Tex.ls, .I'> 

approved by the Board of Tru tees, :.is now being used, and print..!Ll copic'> 

of whi h are hereto attached. 

(d) To ,1dopc .1 rc.,olution wich ref ercncc to the Union of American 
I Jebrew Congrcg.niom, ] Icbrcw Union liege, .rnd entral onfcrcn e 
of mcric.rn Rabbi.,, ,1 copy of which rc'>olution i'> hereto .ntached. 

B , order of the Pre idem. 

It will be ob erved that the date of ovemb r 23 wa a 
ompromi e between the two date ug ~e tcd for the holding 

of the meeting a reflected in the tc ' t of the two petition 
hereinabove referred to. 

ot entirely unexpectedly, but nonethele more v,gor
ou ly than could have been rea nably anti ipated, the parti
an line within the M mber hip be ame well drawn and -/ !early defined, and difference of opinion were e pre ed 

quite £reel , a well a audibly and volubly. The Member hip 
of the n rcgation wa literally deluged with a flood of 
iteraturc during the int rvening three week , November 2 

to ovemb r 23, which, to ay the lea t, erved to educate 
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the Member hip of Beth I rael to a marked degree concern
ing the principle , precept , practice and philo ophy of 
American Reforn1 J udai 1n, and to force into the open the 
rebelliou element within the ongregation, who e vital in
tere t wa undeniably Zioni m. The fanatical zeal di played 
by certain Political Zioni t within the Congregation erved 
the be t intere t of Beth I rael magnificently, a it forced 
upon an otherwi e complacent member hip an awakening to 
the realization that the opponent of the Ba ic Principle 
them elve and the critic of the Board of Directors who 



were promoting them, were obviously ready and willing, even 
if not able, to sacrifice all that Beth Israel had ever exempli
fied or represented, for the sake of an ideology foreign to an 
in conflict with all that American Reform Judaism wa pre
sumed to idealize. It became evident, from the ranting and 
unscrupulous acts and outbursts of an enraged oppositioni t 
partisan group, that National Zionism, hopeless though the 
realization of the ambitionr of its proponents might be, had 

come a religion to its adherents. 
It is worthy of note that in the interim between the date 

of November 2, on which the notice of the Special Meeting 
was mailed, and the date of November 23, when the Special 
Meeting was held, the Officers and Board of Trustee of Con
gregation Beth Israel were maligned and attacked merciless
ly, not only locally (which could at lea t have been con
ceivable even if inexcusable, in consideration of the fact that 
rightfully or otherwise, parti anship had developed within 
our Congregation) but also nationally, through the columns 
of the Anglo-Jewish Pres more particularly. The character 
of the misrepresentation and eemingly deliberate di tortion 
of fact , in ome in tances, and the dumb interpretation of 
the fundamental concept within and behind the Ba ic Prin
ciples in other instances, will ever remain a reflection upon 
those certain irre ponsible editor and yellow journalists of 
he East who unequivocally belied the facts in the case. The 

fal e charges against your Officers and the Board to the effect 
that ttSecond Class" Memberships had been established; that 
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Hebrew had been banned from our ervice ; ~nd tha sh
ruth was forbi den, were designed to arouse an unwarranted - ~ enmity toward Congregation Beth Israel on the part ot 
devout Orthodox Jews, many of whom not ational 
Zionist , but who, tee ed in tra • ·QJJalism, woua.u-,i,+,t-,any 
event, naturally decry the latter two inhib" • • c_o.t.tectly 
represente a inherent em odied in Beth Israel's Basic 
Princi le according to authoritative interpretation thereof. 
This mis uided element of Jewr blindl served to well 
the rank of the o_p_po ition who e only weapon was def
amat.LQll rath than t uth or lo~c. -It may be entirely in order al o to mention the vilification 
of Rabbi Schachtel by reputedly important and presumably 
repre entative per on within the high councils of Judai m. 
The epithets that were hurled against this good man, and the 
in inuation originating from the poi onous pens and sinister 
minds of ome of the elf-appointed ambitious representa
tive -at-large of the Jews of the United States constituted 
within themselves a conden1nation of the leadership, mall of 
calibre, neither Orthodox nor Reform, but more particularly 
Zionist, for who e act and ignorance all Reform Jew are 
~eld accountable before our Chri tian brethren, and may,/ 
~nfortunately, ultimately be shamed and discredited. / 

The character of the opposition to the Basic Principles, 
both local and national, wa of uch an order as to convince 
the membership of Beth I rael that it had a mission with 

hich no force or factor could be permitted to interfere, 



namely, to serve individuall and collectively a nus 1onar·e.s. 
among its own people and to safeguard at lea t a egment gj 
the Jewish peqple of th' nation against indictrri.ent befor<;_ 
the Lord for worshiping a fal e god, ZIONISM. -Throughout the hectic three week between ovember 
2 and November 23 certain non-Zioni t lay member of 
Beth Israel, untutored, and, frankly, with complete e1f
assurance-presented a erie of educational leaflet con
cerning the Basic Principles to the Membership of Bctl1 
Israel, whereas the opposition apparently received guidance 
and data, ill-contrived and ineffectual a uch were, from the 
powers that be within the Zionist Cabel, Hierarchy- or 
whatever it may be, inasmuch a the undeviatingly bro
midic preachment of the Zioni t ideology pervaded all 
oppositionist literature and leaflets directed out of local cam 
paign headquarters. The dissenter were al o favored, coinci
dentally or otherwise, with appearances in our community of 
reputedly distinguished personages, whose influence through 
well advertised public lectures and forums, and "incidental
ly," through personal contact , presumably would put the 
fear of God into those who should have the temerity to 
restate the principles of Reform Judai m and who would be 
o imprudent as to oppose the high priest of National 

ism, the new religion. ~ 
The controversy that raged about the Basic Principle , 

from which ..e~ 'nternational reaction were experienced, 
culminated in the crisis precipitated during the cour e of-
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the ever- to-be-remembered pc ial ailed Meeting of on
gregation Beth Israel of ()VCmber 23, 1943, held in the 
Temple it elf. Your Pre idcnt humbly rcque tcd the courte
ou on ideration of th Member hip toward air who might 
ee fit to participate in the debate which would naturally 

en uc over the vital i uc which would be pre ented during 
the cour e of the proceeding . lt wa al o requc tcd that the 
anctity of the Hou e of Worshi,Q ~e re peered with conduct 

becomtng not only to the environment but al o to the more 
than eight hundred per on who were present at the meetin . 

'Your Pre ident made repre entation to the effect that every 
man's rights would be protected by the hair; that both 
faction within the ongrcgation would be allotted exactly 
the amc length of time within which to pre ent argument , 
pro and con~ that indulgence in per onalities on the part of 
the speaker would n t be condoned; and that Robert' Rule 
f Order would govern the conduct of the meeting. It i 

your Pre idcnt ' privilege and pica ure to record the ctm 
mendable manner in which all per ons attendant at the meet
ing, either a ob erver or participant in the debate, con 
ducted them elve . Although the meeting la ted cveral 
hour , only a few callc; to order by the Chair for minor in 
fractions of rule were nece ary. Ever angle of every i uc 
before the Member hip was pre ented logically and force 
fully, and the patience exhibited by the member of the Con
gregation reflected not only a willingnes to Ii ten and learn, 
but al o a vividly keen comprehen ion of the ignifi.cance of 



the momentous occasion. 
In due order, and with the con ent of all who cared to 

express themselve , the Chair called for a motion, after o
liciting acquiescence-which wa promptly granted without 
protest-by both factions within the Member hip, to ap-., 
prove the recommendation that the ballot be recorded b a -rising vote. Happily, this procedure progres ed in a most 

• 
or erly manner, with repre entative of both faction team-
ing a tellers. 

The overwhelming majority for the adoption of the Ba ic 
Principle and for the approval of the Re olution which had 
bear anticipated by your President and the Board wa re
flectffl' by a vote of 632 nfor," and 168, ((again t." 

mmediately following the meeting of the Congregati~n 
on ovember 23, and in compliance with the propQSal Ior
malt, adopted by the Board of Trustee , copies of the Ba ic 
l;rinc1ple and of the Re olution were di tributed to the 
ll?l5bis, Officers and Members of the Board of Trustee of 
al Reform Congregations in th United States affiliated with 
the Union of Am • n Hebrew Congregations. The purpo e 
in thi procedur wa manife tl to appri e the e leader of 
Reform Jewi h communitie of the action taken by Beth 
I rael in connection with thi re tatement of the principle 
of Reform Judai m; to clear up the untrue representations 
concerning the Basic Principles circulated throughout the 

ntry; and through the Re olution, to encourage like
minded per ons identified with Jewi h Congregational life 

32 

in other citie to JOin with Beth Israel in an expression 
criticizing the failure of the three great religious organ
ization , all founded upon a definite Reform platform 
written by the immortal Isaac M. Wi e, namely, Union of 
American Hebrew Congregation , Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, and the Hebrew Union College, to devote 
their efforts and re ources n1ore effectively to the vigorous 
promotion of the fundamental concepts and philosophies 
underlying the American Reform movement. Although no 
official action was taken to influence other Congregations to 
adopt Beth I rael' Ba ic Principle , it would be quite hypo
crital not to mention that the individuals comprising Beth 
Israel' Board of Tru tee openly indulged the hope that 
other Congregations would ollow Beth Israel's lea in this 
re pect.:.. 

Even an attempt at chronicling the recorded protests 
again t this latter action of the Board would be ridiculous; 
it would require volume . Suffice it to say that an outburst 
of pre urned righteou wrath was forthcoming from the 
three Jewish In titution to which the Resolution was di
rected, in the form of official answers to the charges and 
criticisms embodied in the Resolution. Copies of these official 
answer over the signature of Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, 
Chairman of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, 
and Mr. Adolph Ro enberg, President, and Rabbi Maurice 

. Ei endrath, Director, Union of American Hebrew Con
gregations, were di tributed, we are happy to ay, to all to 



whom copies of our material had been mailed. We, who as 
laymen, have initiated the debate, will be plea ed to have our 
argument-prepared by our humble Policy Formulation 
Committee-compared to what Rabbi Eisendrath, in the 

April issue of ((Liberal Judaism," refers to as Rabbi Freehof' 
scholarly dissertation. The hope is inctulged that our ountcr- • 
argument, and pardon me, able, if not scholarly ex o ition on 
Reform Judaism and Beth Israel's Basic Princples, 111ailcd 
early in Ma to Rabbi Freehof, with copies to all Board 
Members of all Congregations i~ the U niq,n, will al o find °;7 
1east oac page space in ((Liberal Judai m," a magazine which 

is, alas, prejudiced and biased. 

n1ortal word , o truly American and so eloquent in spirit
uality, rrw e ha e not yet begun to fig 1t." 

Following di tnbution of the copie of the Ba ic Principle 
and the Re olution to appro imately ix thou and per on , 
out ide our community, identified pron1inently with Reform 

ongregation , there wa a return flow of corre pondcncc 
received by the Officer of the ongregation, the n1cmber of 
the Board of Tru tee and the Rabbi, which a urned tag-.. 
gering proportion . It becan1c obviou that a chord quite in -consonance with a very significant Jewi h contingent in thi 
country, whose entiment harmonized with our own, h"7id 
been struck. Oh, of cour c, there were received a few com-

• 
munication levclin t accu tomed currilou and vitu cr-
attve attack u on Beth I n its di tin ui hed Men1-
bcrs ip, but it is mo t plea ant to inform you that t c 
corresp~ndence received wa predominantly from co-relig
·oni ts of the American Reform category, who expre ed 
.., reat admiration for the po ition we had a u~ed, and wl~ 
in certain instances, literally prayed that we would continue 
to fight those force which had t(sown the eed of de tructi~,. 

in the 1ntual garden of Iteform Judai ." Incidentally, '' 

Your President may risk the personal conviction that the 
end of this debate through the mails i far fro1u detern1in
able, despite the expressed hope voiced by the powers that be 
in Cincinnati, as Beth Israel i resolved to continu unre
mittingly the pursuit of its objectives. Inasmuch as Beth 
Israel has been unable to locate a medium, uncontrolled by 
partisan editorship, to espouse it cause, its campaign mu t 
continue to be waged through the mails. It 1nay al o be 
timely for tho e who have attempted to camouflage the real 
issues confronting An1erican Reform Jews by editorializing 
with ill-becoming calumny and vitriolic conden1nation, an 
inspired, unselfish movement on the part of a defiant, de
termined, dauntless and uncompromising community, to 
know the extent of Beth Israel's holy re olve, which may be 

e~pressed no more forcefully than in those famous and im-

j com1nunication are t1 emg receive rom all quarter , 
and if there is any portion of the corre pondence ref erred to 
from which your Board has found particularly great joy and 
satisfaction, it i that received from men in the armed force , 
both in this country and in foreign 'ervice. The re entment 
expressed by some of the men overseas against the trends i~ , 
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the Judaism which they left behind in the United tate , 
and the prote t against the character of religiou erv1 e 
a ailable to them, more particularly in the army, con tituted 
sufficient basis to justify a battle to the la t ditch for the 
redemption and preservation of our merican Reform mode 

worship, as embodied in the Ba ic Principle . 
Never a dull moment during the bygone year!! Dr. Julian 

£. Morgenstern, President of Hebrew nion College who 
was planning a vi it to Temple Har Sinai in ew Orlean 
La., requested that he be in iced to Hou ton for a conferenc 
with the Board of Tru tee , and ugge ted therefor the date 
of January 2 5, 1944. may well be pre urned the reque t 
was happily complied with and the Board felt honored with 
the privilege of meeting with chi di tin ui hed g ntleman, 
with whom incidentall a number of per on on the Board 
were already acquainted. It i perhap unnece ary to en
large upon the purpo e of Dr. Morgen tern' vi it, which, in 
a few word , wa to an wer unofficially but nonethele n-
tructi el , if po ible the charge again t the College em

bodied in Part B of the Re olution of ovember 23, 1943. 
lthou h it cannot be hone tly and con ientiou l report

ed that Dr. Morgen tern ucceeded in altering the po icion 
that had been a erted by Beth I rael, it mu t, however be 
recorded that chi cultured g ntle1nan' i it and hi intere t-
ing di cu ion centering about the College and it problem 
wa mo t enlightening· and regard le of the difference in 
viewpoint e i ting, Dr. Mor en tern won for him elf man 
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new friend and admirer while in our midst. We sincerely 
tru t that Dr. Morgen tern may again compliment us with 
hi pre ence, upon an occasion that will permit of his appear
ance in our Temple and in the pre ence of a fair representa
tion of our Membership. 

Immediately following Dr. Morgenstern's visit, your Pres
ident received the following telegram from Rabbi James G. 
Heller of Cincinnati Ohio, a former President of the Cen
tral Conference of American Rabbi : 

I MT BE IN HOU TO O FEBRUARY 14 FROM MOR1 I rG 
U rTIL EVE rI rG. THE JOi i T COMt\1ITTEE O CHAPLAINCIES 
OF THE ~IO 1 OF MERICA HEBREW CO rGREGATIO 

'D THE CE 'TRAL CO FERE CE OF AMERICA RABBIS 
H VE KED 11£ TO CO FER \o/ITH YOU 0 1 IMPORT A T 
MATTER RELATIVE TO THE POSITIO OF RABBI ROBERT J. 
KA H t r. I LE VE IT TO Y UR OW JUDGME T WHETHER IT 
\~'OULD BE WI E TO DO THIS O TL Y \o/ITH THE OFFICERS OF 
THE CO 'GREGATIO OR WITH ALL THE TRUSTEES. WOULD 
IT BE PO IBLE TO D IT T OME TI IE I THE AFTER 00 ? 
I HOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE •A REPLY BY WIRE CO -

ERNI1 G THI . 

The following telegraphic repl was directed to Rabbi 
Heller, over the signature of your Pre ident, under date of 
January 27, 1944: 

IT ~ ILL BE IMPO IBLE FOR 1Y BOARD TO MEET WITH 
YOU FEBRUARY 14. HO\o/EVER, THE OFFICERS WILL BE 
PLEA ED TO 1EET ~ ITH YOU AT F UR TUE DAY AFTER-

0 Ir YOUR ROO 1 OR MY OFFI E AC ORDI G TO YOUR 
CO 1VE1 rIE CE UBJECT TO YOUR FURTHER DVICE OR 

• 



CONFIRMATION. I WILL BE PERSONALLY VERY HAPPY TO 

RENEW OUR ASSOCIATION FORMED AT TULANE NEARLY 

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AGO. 

/ In a telegram of February 3 received from Rabbi Heller, 

the appointment for February 14 wa confirmed. 

It so came about that on the date et for the conference 

with Rabbi Heller, the only officer of the Con r~"~i-...-

the city and available to accompany your President to the 

conference with Rabbi Heller, was Vice President Max H. 

Nathan. Rabbi Heller's brother, Mr. Isaac Heller, an attor

ney, also sat in at the meeting, unofficially, and at hi own 

suggestion, but most certainly with the approval of your 

resident and Vice-President. . 

'¥ our President informs you unreservedly that the con

£ erence with Rabbi Heller was far from harmonious. You 

are also informed that this is putting it mildly!! It was in1--possible to belie the attitude adopted..b Rahbilidlg 
was ecomin the occasion. It was obvious at the outset that 

a common ground for a caln1 discussion of an issue, which 

in no res ect im ressed your President a the affair of any 

others than the Membership o Beth Israel, could not be 

found. It may further be reported that almost immediately 

after the exchange of only passing felicitations, your Pre i

dent was perfectly satisfied that the irritant to Rabbi Heller 

was the B • • ciples and not the case of Rabbi Kahn. 

At the end of this rather disappointing conference, which 

lasted two hours, Rabbi Heller was in orme 

ent that he wa unwilling to risk reporting to hi Board of 

Trustees on the matter discussed during the afternoon. 

Frankly, the is uc in the discussion were so beclouded and 

confused that they wouJd never have been even remotely de

finable without the as i tance of the Rabbi' lawyer-brother, 

who, apologetically, did from time to time remind his good 

brother about the subject he was supposed to be di cussing. In 

sideration of the foregoing it was suggested to Rab • 

Heller by your President that he convey his thoughts on the 

matter at hand, in writing, and for presentation before the 

Board of Trustees of Beth Israel. Rabbi Heller' communica

tion of February 2 5, 1944, addressed to your President, the 

reply thereto of March 3, 1944, by your President, and 

Rabbi Heller's communication of March 7 1944, all present

ed hereinbelow, speak for them elves. 

THE lSJ\J\ M. WISE TEMPLE 
K. K. B'nai Y fsh 11ru11 

Cincinnati 29, Ohio 

James G. Heller amucl Wohl 

February 25, 1944. 

MR. LEOPOI I) L. Mi: YER, 

3 3 08 ouch MacGregor W .iy, 

I-fouston, T cxas. 

Dear Mr. Meyer: 

This is the first opportunity I have had since my trip to Houston to 

write to you, in pursuance of the conversation that we had. Our under 

standing, a l recall, was that I was to send you this letter so that you 
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could take the matter up with the Board of the Congregation in an offi

cial manner. 

The Joint Committee on Chaplains feels that the po ition of haplain 

Robert Kahn, who went into the service from your ongregation, has 

become a difficult and equivocal one. The Committee realizes that tech 

nically you are acting correctly toward him. They under tand that you 

intend to take him back as Assistant at the end of the \Var. But they fed 
that in thi matter, and in relation to a man who ha gone to erve hi 

country, and who by all report we receive, i rendering a splendid ervice, 

technical adherence to the rule ought not be enough. 

Our Committee feel that, whereas Chaplain Kahn, when he left the 

Congregation wa As istant to a much older man, he is now in the itu ,1-

tion of having to return to the pulpit a the Assi tant to a man relativel y 

his own age. Secondly, when he left the Congregation, no action h.1d been 

taken by the Congregation which might be contrary to his own convic

tions. He is now compelled to return to your pulpit, with the clear under

standing that he will be tacitly committed thereby to the advoc.1cy of a 

point of view and a method of procedure that are or may be in direct 

disagreement with hi own point of view. 

I submit these matter to you and to Mr. athan in the hope that your 

Congregation will see fit to do something to meet this ituation. All th:n 

our Committee can do i to try to protect the intere ·t of Chaplain and 

to bring ituation imilar to thi to the attention of the Congregation 

involved. 

I shall await word from you as to chi matter, and I hall appreciate ;c 
if you could send it to me as promptly a pos ible. 

With friendliest greetings, I am 

Sincere/ y yours, 

(Signed) JAM E G. H ELL R . 
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0 GREGA TIO BETH ISRAEL 
Hou ton , Texa 

RABBI JA1\f E S G. H ELLrR, Chairma,, , 
Joint Committee on Chaplain , 

c o The Isaac M. Wi e Temple, 

Reading Road and orth rescent Avenue, 

Cincinnati 29, Ohio. 

D<'ar Rabbi Il cllcr: 

March 3, 1944. 

Although your communication wa not received on or before February 

2 I st, in accordance with the writer ' reque t and expectation, to in ure its 

pre entation at the Board meeting called for that date, it so came about 

that the busines planned for di position at the referred to meeting was 

more voluminous than anti cipated and the unfinished busines of the meet

ing was a cordingly scheduled for re umption on Monday evening, Febru

ary 28th. Inasmuch a the receipt of your letter coincided with the latter 

d, .e it w,1 qu ite convenient to present it for di cussion at the po tponed 

ess1on. 

The Board considered the ubject matter of your communication very 

arefully and mo t respectfully, but nonethele came to the same con

clusion that the writer had arrived at and a conveyed to you during the 

cour e of the personal conference of February 14th between your good 

elf, Mr. 1athan and him elf, namely, that there wa no possibility of 

defending the Congregation's po ition in the ight of your Committee 

which had already apparentl y established it own convictions. In any 

event, the Board ultimately agreed that if it had the power to over-ride 

the 346 to 91 vote of the Co11gregatio11 in the adoption of the Board' , 

recommendation chat Rabbi Schachtel be chosen as Dr. Barnston' suc

ces or; and, further , that if it were to re olve to an wer your communica

tion of February 25th favorabl y-that is, in compliance with the obviou 



wishes of the Joint Committee on Chaplain -it would be obliged to 

adopt two arbitrary actions: 

( 1) Di charge Rabbi chachtel; 

(2) Di avow the Basic Principles of ongregation Bech br.1el. 

The Board has in eructed the writer to inform you ,1s hairn1.1n of the 

Joint Committee on Chaplains chat it would not give a favorable action 

on either of the above referred to issues the courtesy of a moment's reflec 

tion. The writ r informed the Board of his attempt to influence you into 

making a recommendation in the premises and that you suggested tlut 

perhaps the election of Rabbi Kahn a o- Rabbi n-iighc be the '>olution to 

what you con idered a dilemma. The Board instructed the writer to .1dvi'>c 

your Committee chat such a procedure could not be comidercd, if for no 

other reason than it would be an infringement upon the contr.1ctu ,1I 

arrangement with Rabbi chachtel. 

In the course of the general discussion in connection with your letter 

that en ued, the Board w.1s obviously un ympathctic with the attitude of 

the ommittce of which you arc hairrnan. At the out'>et the Bo.ire.I rc 

que ted of the writer evidence of the authority with which your Com 

mittee was pre umably invc tcd and which would juHify in \omc respect 

any basis for your demanding an cxplanatio11 of our Board for it'> .1ctiom. 

If you have evidence of your ommittec's authority available, your fJ vor

ing the writer with such for presenucion before his Board will be -,in 

cerely appreciated. The Bo.mJ al\o fdt that regardlc~'> of its dclegHed 

authority, your Committee was being motivated by a rule o' thumb pro

cedure which in the case of Beth Israel imply failed to function .l\ your 

ommittee could not pos ibly have proceeded .1~ it did if it had been 

informed reliably of the many complicJtions with which Beth br.1cl lud 

been confronted when the ucce sor to Rabbi Barmton w.1s chmen. On one 

point, however, the Board insists that it be not misunderstood, namely, 

that regardlns of a11y conli11gc11n1 there 11,•,1s 110I lhl' sli8hlnl ohli,~11liu11 

011 !ht Co11 ,~1·1•,~11/io11\ /Jttrl l't , , ,, lo comida th,· A11islt111! Rabbi for !he 

/w.1ilio11 of ,hit-/ Rabi){. The relation hip between the two positions i in 

no respect coll.1tcral. 

Regardle~~ of any influence by which Beth l racl might have been 

motivated in it., deliberations .rnd despite the ab ·ence of our obligation so 

co do, Beth hr.1cl did consider Rabbi Kahn for the po~ition of Chief Rabbi 

.rnd exercised it5 inconte.,uble ,lllthoril)' not to choose him. In connection 

with chi\ 1.ncer c.ircumst,rncc you arc mo t re~peccfully referred to the 

copy of chc comrnunic.nion of July 15th, 1943, addressed co R.1bbi Kahn 

over the writer\ signature, copy of which i5 auached and copy of which 

was al'>o surrendered co you at the time of your vi.,it on February 14th. 

The Board doc, not feel now and ha, never felt that Rabbi K.1hn wa!> 

Higmati'lcd by the Congregation\ .1ction in failing to elect him hicf 

Rabbi, .1., inf erred by the Joint Commiuce on Cl1.1pl.1ins. The Board feels 

th.n in loy,1lty w Rabbi K.1hn .1, well a, in the ob'>ervance of its technical 

verbal undcr<,t.rnding it i'> complying with every moral oblig.nion in per

mitting the position of As'>i'>t.tnt R,1bbi to remain open and available for 

R.1bbi Kahn upon hi., return. 

lncident.1lly, it was developed at the Board meeting of Febru.1ry 28th 

th.a upon the occ.ision of R.1bbi K.1hn\ visit to I Jouston at h'vuo ( inci 

dent.1ll y upon leave gr.rnted al the writer's \olicitation per correspondence 

atuched) he contacted at lc.1H five member of the Board pen.anally-and 

their name, .ire .1v.1il.1ble- rcl.1tive to the vacancy created a a resulc vf 

Dr. B.irmton's retirement and inquired a!> to the po ·~ibility of his being 

elected thereto. ln e.,ch imt.1nce R.1bbi Kahn was advi\ed not to press his 

<.:andidacy. When che Bo.ire.I as a whole was po'.led on Monday evening, 

Febn1.1ry 28th, relative to its re.1ction lo Rabbi Kahn' candidacy at chi~ 

moment- and after months of reflection-all members of the Board, with 

the exception of two membcn, who were non-committal, admitted that 

they would have given Rabbi Kahn che same advice, had they been con

tacted, as was forthcoming from the five mcmbers-csj,ecially close f riend.1 



of Rabbi Kahn-above referred to. There was obviou ly a general convic

tion that this man, regardles of his many favorable attribute , wa not 

qualified for the position of Chief Rabbi of Congregation Bech I rael. 

There i another inference in your communication of February 25th to 

the effect chat after Rabbi Kahn had departed, Congregation Beth I rael 

adopted certain action which might be contrary co Rabbi Kahn' on 1c

cions. It i presumed of cour e that you are making reference to the Ba ic 

Principles. We are unwilling to discu s chi issue with you until we are 
advised officially by Rabbi Kahn that he take exception thereto. Mo t cer

tainly our po icion can be appreciated in chi latter connection, for if our 

Board should expres itself, it would be theorizing and it deductions in 
the premise would necessarily be hypothesized upon a proposition assumed 

rather than factual. 
In all of the foregoing the writer ha attempted eriously to convey 

literally che pirit of the Board' temper and the reasoning underlying the 

Board' deliberation . The writer di covered no manife cation of animus, 

and wherea there wa a constant que cion a to the validity of your om

mittee' authority there wa the consi tent willingne to believe chat 
authoritative or not, your ommittee' intention were entitled to the 

courte y of the benefit of the doubt. 
If there i read into chi communication even the slightest lack of defer

ence toward either your good elf or your a ociates it must be attributed 
either to the writer' lack of capacity for expre ing hi Board's entimenc 

adequately and accurately or to the difficult ituation in which h finds 

himself in attempting to pre enc on hi Board' behalf a po ition which, 
at the out ct, in the mind of the member of the Joint Committee on 
Chaplain , was apparently untenable. 

Cordially and i11cerely, 

( igned) L OPOLD L. MEY R, Pre ident, 
Congregation Beth Israel. 
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CE TRAL CO FERE CE 
OF 

AMERICA RABBI 

Cincinnati, Ohio, March 7, 1944. 

MR. LEOPOLD L. MEYER, Pre ident, 
Congregation Beth I rael, 
Holman and LaBranch Street , 
Hou ton, Texa . 

Dear Mr. Meyer: 

I want to acknowledge receipt of your letter of March 3rd, which 
reached me chi morning. I hall not reply to it in detail, but hall submit 
it to the entire Committee on haplaincy. Inasmuch a I was acting for 
them in my conversation with you in Houston, and in the letter which 
I wrote you on their behalf, it i only proper that they should make the 
decision a to what reply they wi h to end to your letter, and, equally, 
what action they wi h to take. 

As oon a they have met, I hall inform you of their action. 
With friendly greetings, I am 

i11cerely yours, 
( igned) JAME G. HELL •R. 

It i quite conceivable that the failure to hear from the 
Joint Committee on Chaplains, as inferred in Rabbi Heller's 
communication of March 7, i atrributable to the fact that 
the per onnel thereof wa more aware of what wa going on, 
o to peak, than the Board of T ru tees of Beth I rael, and 

thus concluded that it might more wisely for get the issue. 
Thi conclu ion could well be ill-founded, but does eem to 
be upported, to some extent, by the fact that a communica
tion from our A si tant Rabbi, Chaplain Robert I. Kahn, 
dated March 1, 1944, was received by your President on 



March 27, 1944, in an envelope po tmarked "Dalla , T exa , 
March 26, 1944." The communication referred to, and 
which conveyed Chaplain Kahn' re ignation, a well a your 
President' acknowledgment thereof, are pre ented below: 

OFFI OF THE HAPL I 
HEADQUARTER IXTH MEDI AL BATTALIO 

APO 6, c/ o Po tmastcr, an Francisco, al. 
March 1 1944. 

OFFI ERS A o BoARO ML 1Bl: R OF o e,Rr e, 110 BtTJI 1 RAI 1, 

Holman and LaBranch, 
Houston, Texa . 

Ladie and Gc11tlc111c11: 

It i with regret that 1 ~ubmit 111 resignation as ssoc1ate Rabbi of 
ongregation Beth I racl. 
Thi i not a ha ty nor jn,pulsivc act. I ha c given 1t my careful con 

idcration ever ince hearing, in December, that the ongrcgation deter
mined to make agreement with it · "Ba ic Principles" a qualification for 
voting membership. 

or ha it been an cas decision to make. My entire rabbinical areer 
ha thus far been a a spiritual leader of the ongregation. My more than 
even year of ervice ha c been c ' tremcly happy and ati f ying one . 

Mo t of my deare t friend are among it member , and I count man 
other in the Jewi h and general community of Hou ton. To Hou ton I 
brought my wife and there our son wa born. It has been, in the fullest 
en e of the term, my home. It is not ca y to cut my elf loo e, and more 

c pecially so becau e my ervice in the Army prevent my putting down 
take cl ewhere. But the ame elf-re pect and re pect for prin iples which 

led me to don the uniform of my ountry n w on1pcl me to di ociate 
my elf from the spiritual leader hip of ongrcgation Beth I racl. 

It i not the content of the "Ba ic Principle " which o much trouble~ 
me. It i a rather poorly written hodge-podge of theology, anti-dcf amation, 
nti-Zioni ·m, and anti-Orthodoxy. 

1t prochims tlut we .tre not .in inferior r.1cc but of the s.1mc racial \tock 
a\ Hitler and Goebbels, and thi., at a time , hen men of good\: ill .1rc 
,triving to eliminHe the whole concept of "r.1ci.1lirn1" fr m the thinking 
of mankind. 

It implie, tluc ocher Jews .rnd other congreg.1tion~ ,tre not 1uite patriotic. 
In an effort to dcmomtr.itc to the non -Jewish public th.1t we do not 

keep the religious cu<,tom • of tho,e "other Jew<,," it h,H ~tirred up a mo',t 
unfortunate and needle.,~ rcligiou, controver'ly which could h.1vc been fore
'>ecn by anyone who h,Hl the welfare of Jewry at he.1rt. 

It categori ·all <,t.itc'>, in its original form (the form up n which the 
congregati n did vote), th.it J raycr not under<,tood i., a oullcs-, form, 
whcrca all of u~ know people who.,c pra crs in Hebrew they cannot tram
late arc mor • <,oulful .ind \incerc tl1.1n the Engli,h pra ,er<; of man . 

But these ob~crv.1tion<, do not rnrpri.,c me, for l have heard chem ex.
pre~ cd again .rnd .1g.1in by 1iomc few mcmbcn of the congregation. \'v'hat 
docs surpri,e me, wh.n docs trouble me, wh.n docs 'ltill shuck me tod.1y .,., 
it hocked me three month'> ago, i., that <,uch principle., ( or, for that 
matter, any ct of principle., ex ·cpt the belief in one od) should become 
the basis for voting member.,hip in the congreg.llion. If uch a <,tep h.id 
been taken by ,111)' other congreg.nion, I would h.1ve .,pokcn out agaimt it. 

uch a '>tep having been ukcn b the congregation of which I am As oci
atc Rabbi, l, because l am a Reform Rabbi .111d ,111 Ameri an, mu<;t protest 
by w,ignation. 

I believe in Reform Jucbirn1. I l1.1ve never lived .rn other kind of 
Judaism. I attended the religious ·cl1ool of a Reform Temple of which my 
parents were mcmben. I was confirmed and impired lo the Rabbinate b 
,1 Reform R,1bbi. I ~pent eight 'Car'> preparing 111 self for my life- work in 
the Hebrew Union College, founded b Isaac M. Wi~e. I know well the 
histor of our people .md the origim, growth, and development of Reform 
Judaim1. I c.111noc recall an in t.111ce in Jewi.,h history, e.1rly or Ltte, in 
which a creed or set of "Basic Principles" has ever been the si11e </Utt 11011 

for voting membenhip in a Jc-wish rcligiom community. uch a require
ment j alien to the ~pirit of clemocrac , o nugnificentl preached and 
practi cd b ur people long before the Declar.nion of lndependen e or 



even the Magna harta. Beth I rael\ re ently .1dopced p Ii y ha, intro
duced into Jewi h life a practice contrar , to everything I have been taught 
by my Reform Jewi h teacher . a Reform Rabbi I · .111 n longer 
acquie e by ilence to uch action by the congregation [ erve. Tho.,e , ho 
do not agree with the "Basic Principle ," if they wi.,h to wor hip in Beth 
I rael, can do ,;o only as non-voting or ,econd cla.,., member<,. I am .1 first 
cla citizen of the United tares. I am a first class officer in th 

rm . But, by implication, I have been placed in a econd cla s category 
in the ongregation I have served for almost eight ye.tr . For, were 1 to 
eek membership in Beth I rael tod .1y, I would not be able co become a 

voting member. To be placed in chi po~ition is abhorrent to me. 
I am an merican, and I believe in the merican, the dem er.Hie w,1y. 

I mu t record my objection to any measure in .rny ph.1,e of Ame: ic.tn life 
which would "frec7e" the relation hip between ,l m.1jority .rnd .1 minority 
o a to place in a permanent minority position any group of people. It 

doe not eem to me to be in con onance with the meri an way for .t 
majority to ay, o to peak, to a minority: "We are a majority. nd we 
are going to continue to be a majority. ~ e hall not allow you, the minor
ity, to increa e your number , since we . hall not allow others who hold 
with you to become voting members of chi organization." Thi is what 
the majority in Beth I rael ha done. an Amcri an, I ondemn rnch an 
act, and take the only our e left open to me: re ignation. 

Though I mu t thu differ with ' OU l extend to you m y perso1ul greet
ing in memory of man happy year, of cooperation and friendship. 

i11crrrh ) o"rs, 

( igncd) Ronr:RTl. KAJI • 
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RABBI Roni RT I. K 11 , 

Hq. 6th 1ed. Bn., 
AP 6, c Postma<iter, 
an h·anci<ico, alifornia. 

Dear Rahbi Kahn: 

R TI BETH IR L 
Hou ton, Te as 

• 
Mar h 28, 1944. 

Your communication of March 1st, 1944, addrc scd to the Ofli ers 
and Board of ongrcgation Beth l~rael, Hou ton, Tcxa , and mailed to 
the writer ,ts President ,..f the ongrcgation, from Dalla , Tc a , on March 
26th, was received on Monday, March 27th, and was ubmitted to the 

fficer, ,rnd Bo.trd of the ongregation at their regular monthly meeting, 
which incidentally fell upon the date of the receipt of our communica
tion, abo\C referred to. 

I h,1,·e b en in tructed by the Bo,trd to ,1cknowlcdgc the letter above 
ref erred to, in which you submit your re ignation a A o iate Rabbi of 

ongregation Beth lsr,1el ,rnd to .1dvise that the Board accepted your 
re~ignation with reg ret. 

~ itl, very be,t wi hes for your health and welfare-in which I feel 
a ured that all the member, of the B ard join with me-and indulging 
the hop tha t upon your return you will be omc a ociated with ome 
congregati n with whi ·h you will be very happy, I remain 

V l'I') si11cerely, 

Li P Lo L. 1.t:.,1R, Presidc11f, 
ongregation Beth I rael. 



The matter of Rabbi Kahn' re ignation need not be en
larged upon, as all of the fact and circum tance incidental 
thereto are well under tood and appreciated b the mem
bers of the Congregation. It must be admitted that the re
ceipt of the resignation wa no urpri e, a it wa intimated 
by none other than Rabbi Heller him elf, upon the occa ion 
of his visit hereinabove referred to, that Rabbi Kahn «might" 
not return to Beth I rael. Ina much a Rabbi Kahn ha e -
pressed him elf to the effect that hi own philo ophy i irre
concilable with that to which Beth I rael ha committed 
itself, and a embodied in the Ba ic Principle - in all of 
which he mo t certainly had the right to exerci e hi prerog
ative-he may be happier in ome other environment and a 
Rabbi of same arber Congregation likcwi e indi po ed t~
wards Beth Israel' manner of thin kin . In any event, we feel 
that Rabbi Kahn' period of ervice in Hou ton er ed him 
to excellent advantage and benefited our comn1t111ity, and re 
gardless of where he may ultimately 1nake hi home, upon 
him, hi family and hi hou ehold, we invoke G d' ble ing . 

It mu t not be pre urned that the current year wa high 
lighted olely by the controversial matter to which o mu h 
time and thought were nece arily devoted. To the con
trary!! By far the mo t noteworthy single event of the year 
wa the Ceremony of November 12, 1943, commemorating 
both the retirement of Rabbi Henry Barn ton and the in 
duction of Hyman Judah chachtel a hief Rabbi of on 
gregation Beth Israel. 

The program f r th occa ion, reproduced within the 
page of thi ' booklet, ma pre ent quite attracti ely the 
haracter of the event, but the ignificance and olemnity 

of the ceremon will e er be a our e of joyou reflection 
for tho e who were pri ileged to be prc -cnt upon thi hi tori 
evening. A may well be pre umed, the celebration, unique 
jn many re pect , attracted nation-wide intere t and atten 
tion. The con1munity importance of the occa ion wa vividly 
atte ted to by the ream of publicity appearing in the col
umn of all 1 cal new papers and periodi aJ . 

It i perhap appropriate to mcnti n that with hi retire
n1ent Rabbi Barn ton wa • honored with the di tinction of 
"Emeritu " and as a tol en becomin ,. the occa ion wa pre-

nted with the titl to hi home, again t which a ub tantial 
mortgage had e i tcd , in addition to an honorariun1 in the 
form of a he I , all made possible through contribution 
happily mad by n1emb ·r of the ongregation. 

If in addition to pr curing the ervicc f Rabbi chachtel, 
the memb r of th Board of Tru tee of Beth I rael had 
done n thing m re during the pa t year than to develop and 
prom te the Ba ic Prin iplc and to c ntend with contin -

en i attendant thereupon, it would have been enough to 
ju tif y their apprai ·cmcnt a a mo t con cientiou and in -

fatigiblc coterie f ongrcgational worker . Howeve , 
there were oth r plan to b completed and more work to be 
done. At a meeting of the Board of Tru tee , held on ovem 
ber 29, 1943, it wa re ol ed as follow : 



"That the Pre ident, Mr. Leopold L. Me er be, and he i hereb author
ized to in titute and conduct, on behalf of the ongregation, a dri e for 
gifts, which gift will con titute a fund to be expended, a hereinafter 
provided, for the acqui ition of and or the erection of, and/ or con truc
tion of, and/ or addition to, and / or re-arrangement of, and/ or alteration 
of, phy ical propertie to be used for the general welfare of ongregation 
Beth I rael, Hou ton, Texa , and the promotion of it purpo e a an 
American Reform Congregation, including without limitation, a Temple, 
Community Building, Religiou chool Building, emetery and Mau o
leum and the title to the phy ical propertie created and/ or a quired by 
the expenditure of said fund hall be ve ted in aid ongregation B th 
I rael, a Texa corporation its uc e or and as ign ; 

"That the goal of aid ampaign hall be ne Hundred and ifty 
Thou and Dollar ( 150,000.00) provided that aid ongregation will 
accept more or le than aid amount; 

"That the aid Pre ident be, and he i hereby authorized to appoint a 
mmittee from the member of aid ongregation to ondu t aid fund

rai in campaign, and in addition, a ommittec to ad i e a to the proper 
and timely expenditure of aid fund ; provided, howe er that the ulti
mate deci ion a to the time, amount and pecifi purpo e for and t 
which, aid fund are to be expended (within th limitation of the first 
paragraph of thi motion) i to remain with the Board of Trustee of aid 

ongregation a the ame may be legally con tituted at the time of the 
ultimate deci ion; 

"That th aid Pre ident be, and he i hereby authorized to take u h 
other action a may he rea onabl nece ar and proper for the carrying 
out of the purpo e of thi motion a hereinabo e et out." 

Your President pron1ptly appointed the "Special Temple 
Fund Committee," with Mr. Simon Sakowitz a Chairman, 
and a Committee per onnel generally repre enting a cro -
ection of the Member hip. It i mo t gratifying to report 

that thu far commitments in ca h and bona fide pledge 
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amount to 41,270.00, with rea onable a surance that the 
campaign goal i possible of attainment before the end of 
the current calendar year. 

There i little que tion that the future of Beth I rael will 
be e en more brilliant than it magnificent pa t, and that 
the proportion of the Congregation in number will literally 
e ceed the phy ical accommodation offered by our Temple, 
even after taking into on ideration the propo ed alteration , 
additions and betterment . It may ultimately come about 
hat tho e to whom the re pon ibility for the completion of 

plan and the disbur ement of the pecial Temple Fund is 
delegated will recommend the ale of our pre ent House of 
Wor hip and th con truction of a new Temple of ufficient 
proportions to meet the need of a growing community and 
of hat i de tined to become the greate t Reform Congre
gation in the South, a mea ured both by number a well 
a by attainments. The member hip of the Congregation, o 
cour c, would nece arily be con ulted in uch an event. All 
of the member of our Congregation are urged to reflect upon 
thi latterly referred to propo ition, and when convenient 
and appropriate, e pre their reaction thereto to members 
of the Committee repre enting the Congregation in connec
tion with thi mo t laudable, even if ambitiou , program; 
and, incidentally, pennit your Pre ident to remind you that 
in reference to the propo ed new Temple, he i merely giving 
expre ion to hi own hope, rather than to any plan either 
ugge ted or propo ed officially by your Board of Trustee . 



In retrospect, the year has been very con tructive and, for 
ome rea on difficult to e plain, impre e your Pre ident a 

repre enting a con olidation, so to peak, of all the wealth 
of piritual guidance, religiou philo ophy and lay in piration 
inve ted in the upbuilding of thi r ligiou community o er 
the pa t three generation . 

It mu t not be pre urned that th great accompli hment 
which we refer to o pridefully ha e come about through 
the effort of one man or of even a handful of men; th 
record that ha been made i attributable to the coordinated 
effort of the per onnel of your Offic r and Board of Direc
tor who have been encouraged, a i ted and upportcd un
failingly by the ongregation at large a and when called 
upon. Mot a uredl there are ome wh mu t be i n 
e pecial mention for ut tanding contribution to the pre cnt 
admini tration' accompli hment . 

A a matter of imple fairne , I mu t make 1n ntion f the 
untiring effort of Mr. I. Friedlander, who e guidance, rc-
earch and in piration have been accountable for the brilliant 

attainment of the Policy Formulation ommittee, of whi h 
he ha been hairman. Hi in erity of purpo e and devoti n 
to the cau e en1bodied in the Ba ic Principle have command
ed your Pre ident' profound re pect, and it afford him 
much pleasure to accord Mr. Friedlander expre ion of grati
tude and appreciation on behalf of him elf the Tru tee , 
and of the Congregation a a whole. , 

To Mr. Geo. . ohen, hairman of the Ritual omm1t-

43 

tee, mu t be e tended our gratitude for an out tandin,. j b 
w 11 done. In addition to ·erving a hairman of th cry 
important p cial ommittcc, comp d f him elf, Mc r . 
Ike L. Freed, I. Friedland r, am W. Lev and im n al o
witz, which mu t be thank d for re mmcnding Rabbi 
Schachtel a Dr. Barn ton' u r Mr. ohen, a hair
man of th Ritual ommittee wa delegated full r p n 1-
bility for the cer mon of 1116 r 12, 1943, mmemo
rating the r tir ment of Dr. Barn ton and th indu tion ot 
Rabbi cha htel. Onl the Pr id nt and hi a ciatc on the 
Board of Tru te ar in po ition t apprai e the magnitude 
of the f rn1er a ignment whi h r quired a . ur c of the 
whole field of the Refonn Rabbinate, ntailing intcn ivc 
tud , protra ted c rre pond n c, nd much e en c which 

Mr. h n 
In tion indu tion crcmon ab v re-

ferred to, in addition to a knowled ing the er i c rendered 
by the Ritu .. 11 ommittee, e p ial ognizance mu t be taken 
of the magnifi cnt w rk done b Mr. J. H. Buder, hair
man of our Public Relati n mmittee. Uno tentati u ly 
and mode tly, but mo t efficiently and e p rtly Mr. Butler 
coordinated publicit of a chara t r ldom ob r cd in our 
community, and although the occa ion wa a igni:ficant nc, 
it i doubtful that the brilliant c vcrage provided therefor 
could have been procurable under a le able management 
and le influential chairman hip. 

It i regrettable that it i not con i tent to enlarge up n 



the calibre of er ice rendered to the admini tration b each 
member of the Congregation; thi report would be literally 
unending in uch an event. Common courte , however, de
mand that pecial acknowledgment be made of the guidance 
and advice con i tently forthcoming from a certain few per-
qns who have erved Beth I rael particularly ignificantly 

and faithfully. 
Mr. Ike L. Freed ha favored your Pre ident with much 

good advice, founded upon hi e perience of f rty-five ear 
, of member hip in Beth I rael, many of which were devoted 

to er ice in the office of Pre ident, and n the Board of 
Tru tee. 

The evidence of the contribution in ervice to the Congre
gation of Mr. Rene . Levy and Mr. Albert M ycr on i 
reflected in the new office in the Men1orial ommumty 
Hall; a ha been hi cu tom for many year, Mr. Tobia .... 
Sakowitz ha given freely of hi time and thought to prob-
lem in connection with the affair of the cemetery and 
mau oleum • a Secretary of the Congregation and Chairman 
of the Member hip Committee Mr. Sidney L. Mayer ha 
acquitted him elf admirably; Mr. imon akowitz, Chair
man of the Special Temple Fund Committee, a i ted by hi 
able Vice-Chairman, Mr. Irvin M. hlenker, ha made a 
remarkable tep forward toward the attainment of the goal 
of 15 0 000.00 • a Chairman of the Religiou chool Com
mittee, and a Superintendent of the Schoo] it elf, Mr. M. 
Dannenbaum and Mr. Jeron1e Meyer, re pectively, ha c 
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di charged a hallenging a ignment mo t con tructively; a 
Editor of the Temple ew , official bulletin of the Congre
gation, Mr . nnc athan Cohen ha filled a unique po i
tion through the regular pre entation of highly educational 
article , enlightening editorial comment, current religiou 
new and other data of popular intere t. 

T the Board a a whole, noble men and women without 
who e c un 1 and guidance your Pre ident could have never 
conducted th affair of the Congregation during the bygone 
year, humbl gratitude i e pre ed. It i remarkable how 
un elfi hly thi Board ha functioned and how con i tently 
final deliberation were recorded unanimou ly. The hope i 
indul ed that the member hip appreciate thoroughly the 
many acrifi e made on their behalf by Officer of the Con
gregation and Member of the Board, who e names, not in
cluding tho already hereinabove referred to, I record below 
a an pr ion of my own per onal high e teem and in
cere re ard: 

Mr. Ma H. athan, our untiring Vice-Pre ident, who 
would be a worthy addition to the n1ember hip of any Jew
i h corrvnunity· Mr. Henry Greenfield, our diligent Trea -
urer; Mr. ydney H. Cohen, Mr. Melvin T. Davidson, Dr. 
Tho . Freundlich, 1r . Carl J. Herman, Sr., Mr. Herbert E. 
Levy, Mr . M. D. Levy, Mr. Sam W. Levy, Mr . Lasker M. 
Meyer, Mr . W. W. Munze heimer, and Mr. Melvin Rouff. 
A a matter of deference, I mention the nam; of our Second 
Vice-Pre ident, Lt. Col. ~ n1. alman, who, although not 

( 



( 

active with the Board during the current year, ha been erv -

ing hi Congregation, a well a hi country, toe ceJlent ad 

vantage in the armed force o er ea . 

Your Pre ident ha been actively mindful of che e tent of 

the re ponsibility attaching to hi office and concomitant 

with hi own and the authority of the Board of Tru c of 

Congregation Beth I rael. There i no que tion that he may 

peak authoritatively for the Tru tee , a well a f r him elf, 

in a erting unre ervedly that in e ery re olution that ha. 

been pa ed, that in e ery action that ha b en taken and 

that in every recommendation propo ed for adopti n b the 

Congregation, your Officer and Tru tee ha e been impelled 

by the best interest of Beth I rael and by moti whi h 

they deemed una ailable. The year ha been mark d b deli 

gent effort and per onal acrifice of u h chara ter on the 

part of the Officer and per onnel f the Board a to com 

mand the ad1niration even of tho e who ha been unfriend 

ly co the current admini tration. 

And la t but not lea t, our Pr iden t than} od for the 

ble ing with which our Con re ation ha been endowed in 

the per on of Rabbi Hyman Judah hachtel. lthQl)gh thi 

good man ha been in our mid t but a f w month , he ha'i 

already ju tified hi being cho en a the Ii iou leader for 

et rael, the Sout ' re-eminently American Reform 

ongregation. Wherea it i true that Rabbi chachtel was 

attracted to Beth I rael by the progre ive tcndcn ic of our 

ongregation, e emplified by re orded action in which hi 
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own philo oph of faith wa'i o radiant! refle ted, it will be 

through Rabbi chachtcl ' leader hip, ,.uidan e and in pira

tion that the real bj t1 f Bech I rael- to reco er and 

redeem th pra tice and ob er ance of Reform J udai m, a 

con eiv J b I aa M. ~ ' i e- will be realized. 

It would be hypocritical to deny the fo t that your Pre i

dcnt c erien ·d many slccplc s ni :rht and unhappy day , 

during the past car as a result of the com pie problem with 

which he wa confronted uncca ingly, and had it not been 

for the firm con i · ti n in hi heart that he wa er ing his 

God and his fell w man as we on :rrcgation, faith 

fiiTiy, to t 1e be t of hi n wlcd e and belief, in his official -conduct o the ongr >gation' affair , he w uld ha c been 

physically unable to bear the burden of his offi e. A man 

would nccc sari! be made of st cl not to hav, suffered cm 

barrassmcn at the la k f charit 1s co

re 1g1onists; not to ha c gric ed at the unwarranted unkind 

line deliberately e, hibited b tho who were unsympa

thcti with our c erci , e of our constitutional right to de

clare the autonom of our own ngregatton; n t t have 

c perienced heartache at th i11herent ba ene ·s in the actions 

of a crtain fe intolerant bigot who uncon cionably flayed 

our Rabbi , our fficer and our Trustee with an almo t 

loathe omc erie. of incriminatory a ault . Even if ome of 

the action of the laymen, more particularly referred to in 

the foregoing, could be condoned, with their hortcoming 

chargeable to o er-zealou n s or fer or for their lo t bu 



nonethele ri ht ou cau e, a the may apprai e it, no defen e 
i concei abl for the minent intellectual and religiou lead- .. 
er -occu ing the mot important po ition in J r boUJ 
in the pulpit and in our..religiou and lay in tituti n and_or-

anization -who ha e e eed_d all bound of propri t and 
o a er orted to ever n1ann r of m an at their di p al 

• -th pre an th pu pit-t heap contum I upon Beth 
ra I, appar nt t e 1a t bul ark of untainted and, hall I 

a , unbulliecl meri an Ref0rm Judai m. 
The good nam of Beth I ra I ren1ain un ullicd, <le pitc 

, th mali iou atta k up n thi coura ou m ri an Re-
form ongregation. hen the ill-c nc i ed ambiti n f the 

ational Zi ni t hall ha e be n finall di untcnan d by 
th international po er that b • h n th unf uncled laim 
t Pale tine hall ha e b n di a1low d • hen tho e ho arc 
a untabl for the great t inju ti e e r d n b Je to 

th r Jew hall uff r th reproa h and opprobrium f the 
uni er ali t m nt f Judai m, n t nl in thi untr but 
al in Pale tin it elf; th n ill Beth I rael 1 ma, ab a n 
light to tho who ha be ome lo tin dil mma and nfu ed 
b) th ob uranti t and h t ri al appmg and awling f 
th hampi n f a fal ide I hich ha in idiou ly 

n all ou of pr p rti n in pre urned ignifi an at the 
f J udai m, Orth do a well a Ref rm with whi h 

/ 

... 
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the fanatici m inherent within ational Zioni m ha en -
hr ud d it lf. 

Beth I ra 1 hall n a ait the da ' f reckoning! Through 
a r determined ontingent of it M mber hip, organized 
for th purpo f preadin it prin ipl and promoting th 
pre cpt d trin and prin iple f m rican Reform Juda
i m, it hall im1nedia 1 und rtak to enlighten e er R -
f rm n r gation in th nit d tate on rning th fa t 
tha th faith of our ather -our Judai m it lf-i bein 
ubordinatcd b th P liti al Zioni t in ntrol of our up -

p edl Reform in tituti n , to a hur h-and- tate philo o
ph and id ol g ab lut ·l in ompatible with American 
Ref rn1 JuJ,li m, a founded upon th t a hing of I aac M. 

i , and hi h , thr u h r anized ffort, hop t r -
.J n1 and 1naintain for ur el e and f r futur generat1 n . 

Re pectfull ubmitted, 

Ma 0, 1944. Pre idenf. 
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Cohen, Sydney H. 

outhwestern Life Insurance Company 
President, Brotherhood of Congregation 

Beth Israel 

• 
Dannenbaum, M. N. 

M. N. Dannenbaum Company 
B. S. in Mech. Engineering, Univer ity of 

Texas 
Past Pre ident, District rand Lodge o. 7, 

B'nai B'rith 

Past President, Hou ton Engineer Club 

hairman, Troop o. 400, Boy cout of 
America 

Member, E ecutive ommittee, Jewish 
Community enter 

Membership Committee, Hou ton Cham
ber of ommerce 

Vice-President 194 3, Jewish Community 
Council 

District 7 Commis ioner, Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith 

1ember, Harrisburg Rotary lub 

• 

Davidson, Melvin T. 

ash and Door Company 

Patron, ational Recreation Association 

• 
Freed, Ike L. 

President, Ike L. Freed, Wholesale Men's 
Furnishings Goods 

THUMBNAIL 
Past President, Congregation Beth Israel, 

1932-37 
Treasurer, City of Houston Recreation 

Department since 1932 
Member of Plannin& Committee, ity of 

Houston 
Past President, outhwestern Men's Apparel 

Club 
Past President, Texas Reta i 1 Traveling 

Men's Assn. 
o-Chairman, Houston Round Table, a-
tional onferenc of hristians and Jews, 
1940-41 

Allocation ommittee, Hou ton ommu-
nity Chest, 1936 

Board of Tru tees, We twood ountry lub 

• 
Freundlich, Dr. Thos. 

f. D., University of Texas. 

• 
Friedlander, Israel 

President and General Manager, Gibraltar 
avings & Bldg. Assn. 

Director, City ational Bank 
Trustee and Secretary, Pauline terne Wolff 

Memorial Home 
Vice-President, Jewi h Welfare Bureau 
Board Member, National Finance Council 

of ational Jewish Welfare Board 
Member, Executive Committee of American 

Jewish Committee, . Y. 
Trustee and Immediate Past President, Con

gregation Beth Israel 
Chairman of the Board, Federal Home Loan 

Bank, Little Rock, Ark., 1932-40 

SKETCHES 
President, U. avings & Loan League, 

Chicago, 1934-35 
hairman, Federal aving~ & Loan Advi -
ory ouncil, Washington, D. ., 1934 -42 

Director, Hou ton ommunity hest and 
Council, 1942-43 

L.L. B., Houston Law chool 
Member, Hou ton, Texa, and American 

Bar A ociations 

Former President, Texas avings & Loan 
League and outhwestern tate Group 

onfcren e of the U. avings & Loan 
League 

• 

Greenfield, Henry 

Memb r of firm, o hran' Insurance 
Agen y 

Past President, Herzl Lodge, B'nai B'rith 

Pa t President, Houston In uran e Exchange 

Past Director, Rotary lub 
Member, Rotary lub 

• 

Herman, Mr. Carl J., r. 

Vice-President, ouncil of Jewish Women 

hairman, Educational ommittee, Coun
cil of Jewish Women 

Board 1ember, isterhood of ongregation 
Beth Israel 

• 
Levy, Herbert E. 

Manager-Owner, Hirsch ooperage & teel 
Package Company 
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ecretary-Treasurer, ilver Arrow and-
wich hops 

• 

Levy, Mrs. M. D. 

Board Member, Vi iting urses' Association 

Board Member, Council of Jewish Women 

Board Member, Sisterhood of ongregation 
Beth Israel 

• 

Levy, Rene S. 

ecretary, Magnolia Paper ompany 
President, Pauline terne Wolff Memorial 

Home 
o-Trustee, Arthur B. ohn Estate 

Board Member, Jewish Welfare Bureau 
Board Member, Jewish ommunity Council 

• 
Levy, Sam W. 

Attorney, B. A., L.L. B., Univer ity of 
Michigan 

Budget ommittee, Hou ton ommunity 
hest 

President, Jewish Welfare Bureau 
Auxiliary Fire Department, We t Univer

sity Place 
hairman, harter Revision Committee, 
West University Place 

Orator, Arabia Temple Shrine 
Executive Committee, National onfcrence 

of hristians and Jews 
Public Relations ommittee, Jewish Com

munity ouncil 

I 



I 

Mayer, Sidney L. 

Incernacional hoe ompany 

Equitable Life Assuran e ompany 

ceering Committee, Jewish 
Council 

ommunity 

\!ember, Rotary lub 

• 

Meyer, Mr . Lasker M. 

President, isterhood of ongregation B th 

I racl 

Chairman, taff Assi tan c, Red ros 

Vice-President, Lanier P.-T.A. 

• 

Meyer, Leopold L. 

B. A., Tulane Univcr icy, 1912 

Vice-President, Foley Bro . Dry Good o. 

President, ongregation Bech Israel, 1942-
43, 1943-44 

Pre idenc, Retail Merchants Assn. 

Pase Pre ident, ational Retail redit Assn. 
1927-28 

Board Member, Hou con ommunity hest 

and ouncil 

dvi ory ouncil, Bureau of Business Re

car h, Univcr icy of Tcxa 

C luirman, Retail and om mer ial Division 
hfch ar Loan Drive ' 

I xe ucive ommittcc, Hou con Fat cock 
how 

T reasurcr, Bureau of Mental Hygiene, 
1929-44 

Director, Better Bu inc s Bureau 

omm1 t tee , J Iarri 
c ommittcc 

cw rui er Houston Committee 

I· xe uuve ommiccec, oun 11 of ~o ial 

Agen 1cs 

Finance A<lvisory ommittee, IIou,1011 

Park Board 

<lvi ory ommittee, Jewish Welfare Du -

reau 

avy Leagu of the niced cares 

Board of Director , acional Retail rc<l1t 

Ass'n 

• 

Meyer on, Albert 

ontra tor 

B .. , ivil T'nginccring, Wa,hington Uni -

ver ity, t. Louis, Mo. 

Vi e-President, Herzl Lodge, B'nJi B'nth 

Dire tor, Lo al United eaman' crvi e 

Board Member, Jcwi h Welfare Bureau 

Member of A~so i.icion General ontractors 

• 

Munze heimer Mr. W. W. 

Board Member, 
Temple i terh 

ational Federation of 
d, 

dvi or ommittcc, tatc i ccrhood 

Board Member, ouncil of Jewish Women 

Advisory Committee, Jewish 
reau 

elfare Bu-

Nathan, Max H. 

Pre,u.lenc, ath.in' Int. 

Membership omm1tt e, lumber of om 

mer c 

J)rc~1<lcnr, Jewish 
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ommunity ountil, 

~nretJr} Tre.1,urer, Jewi,h ( om mun 11 y 

'ouncil 1940-44 

\'11.e Prc,idcnt, Jcw1,h ommun1ty Center, 

1939-44 

• 

Rouff Melvin 

cn1or Vu.:e Prc,1dcnt, I louston 
Bank 

Jtional 

\!ember, Board of 1 rmtcc~, P.iuhnc term: 

' olff :.\1emorial I Iome 

Vi c-Prc,1dcnt, Park, and Re rc.lllon As, 'n, 

C icy of J Touscon 

Pa,t Pre idcnt, Texas Bankers Ass'n 

PaH Treasurer, Texas Bankers A~s•n 

PaH Presidcnl, anon.ii Bank Di, i\ion, 

mcri an Banken A \'n 

Pa,t Lo al pomor, 

A ~•n 

,H1onal Recreation 

Past fcmbcr of Board ( Jr uscon Coun 
il of o ial Agcncie 

P.nc President, Jewish elf arc Bureau 

• 

akowitz, Tobia 

President, akowitz Bro . 

Member, elective ervice Board 
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Mcmbt•r, C l1J111bcr of ommercc Planning 

ommi\,10n 

Hoard ~{ember, ( h.unbcr of ommen:e Iri-

<lu,tnal pponu111lle\ ommntcc 

Board .Member, )Id Folk~ 11 me, 1cmphis, 

Tenn. 

Boar<l of D1rcuor~, Jewish omumpuves 
Rt•l1t•f oticty, Denver, C lo. 

• 

a Iman, Lt. ol. Wm. 

wner, anJd1,111 Gulf I inc, I t<l . 

Owner, Intcn.:0.1\tJI ontra tmg o. 

Lt . ol. rm> '>crv1ce I ones 

VH:e Pre,1dcnt, ( ongrcg,1tion Beth Israel 

• 

hlenker, Irvin M. 

ScLnit.iry-TrcaH1ra, C...ulftex Drug o., In c. 

President, cHwood ( ountry Club 

Tru tee, 1 louHon ptimi t lub 

Trca,orcr, nite<l Jewish ( ampaign of 

I lomton 

\(cn1ba, I ci.:utnc omm1ttct., J ·v. i\h 
ommunity ' enter & ouncil 

Board Member, oulhwc tern Region of 

Jcwi~h Fcdcrati n & clfarc l·und\ 

Pre idcnt, Tcxa\ holcsale Wine ss'n 

l·ormcr member, ar ProduLtion Board, 

wine sc tion of the Beverage and To
ba co bran h 

hairman War Bond mmittcc for Liquor 

Industry of J Iarris ouncy and I lou -
ton rade Arca 



LI 5 T OF COMMITTEES 
FINANCE AND BUDGET COMMITTEE 

IK L. FRED 

Chairman: MAX H. ATHA 

Vice Chairman: HE RY GR E FJE D 

TOBIA SAKOWJTZ 

RITUAL AND MUSIC COMMITTEE 

Chairman: GEo. S. Cm-rn 

I. FRIE DLA DER 

Vice Chairman: MR. W.W. Mu ZESH IM R 

DR. HE RY BAR TO 

M. . DA BAUM 

M LVI T. DAVID 0 

SAM w. LEVY 

MRS. SAM I. MILLER 

RABBI HYMA JUDAH ScHA HT L 

EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Chairman: M. . DA NNE BA UM 

Vice Chair111a11: SAM W. LEVY 

M1 S SADI AARO 

DR. HE RY BAR TO 

MR . HARR\ I. CoHr: 

MELVI T . DAVID 0 

MRs. S1GMAR K. Hor-ELLER 

MRs. ED J. LEVY 

w~1. M. ATHA 

RABBI HYMA ]UDAii S HA HTEL 

REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
COMMITTEE 

J. S. BROCH T · I 

GEo .. Cott 

Chairman: R E E S. LEVY 

Vice Chairman: ALBERT MEYER o 

MORRIS . DAVID 0 

Jo . F1 GER 
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ACTIVITIES AND USES OF 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

Chairman: H E RB RT E. L VY 

Vice Chairman: MR . I. FRIEDLA DER 

] LE S. fiR E ITE BACI L MR . Juuu M. LEVI 

MR . A. D. s H ARZ 

CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

Chairman: TOBIAS SAKOWITZ 

Vice Chairman: IK E L. FREED 

MoRRI D. MEYER HYMA HART 

HERBFRT E. Lrvv Mo E M. HWARTZ 

LADIES' AUXILIARY CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

Chairman: MR . J. H. BuTLER 

Vice Chairman: MR . Lorn ILV R 

MR. Jos. F1 GER MR. MAR us . M YFR 

MRS. RALPH S H ITZER 

TEMPLE NEWS COMMITTEE 

Chairman: A E ATHA Co11EN 

Vice Chairman: MRs. Mo ES M. HWARTZ 

MRS, B E JAMI BLOOM MAURI 

MRS. HYMAN HART 



MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
hair111a11: ID I Y L. MAYJ R 

Vice hair111a11 : I. 1ARI\. W1 sr1n I u R 

MR . w ALTER GODLOVE 
:• Lro M. LE Y 

MR . M. . DA I BA 1 

MFLVI T. lhvmso 
L KlR M. Ml'tLR 

COMMUNAL ACTIVITIES AND PUBLIC RELA TIO 
COMMITTEE 

hair111a11: J. H. B TLFR 

Vice Chair111a11: AL 1 1 IARI I 

M R . H Ry GREE FIE LD 

M R . Ho ARD HEYMA 

MR . MoRRt D. M1 n R 

MR. MAX H. l 111A 

I. ERLI H 

Ll MARK 

USHER COMMITTEE 
hairman: , 1 AKO'l ' ITZ 

Vice hair111a11: SYD I Y H. 011t 

Lr o E. Mr.n R 

H. WALTI R PYI 

AM UR VlTZ 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL REGISTRATION COMMITTEE 
hair111a11: ID FY L. MA YE R 

Vice hair1111111 : 1R!'l. PLR . TR 

MR. AB FI K 

MRs. IRv1 G GRo 
MR . ALBI RT A. KAVl fA 

MR . Mo 1 ., M. 11 R r7 
MR . MATJH KAH MRS. A. M. 0 ZA 

MR . L O GORDO 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
hair111a11: DR. TH . FR u ou H 

Vice bairma11: MR . D. H. TRA 

L U1 R0 E B R 
MR . D ARD LIPP R RALPH II ITZ · R 
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RABBINI AL RELATIO OMMITTEE 
CIJt1,r1111111: ~ 1 11 R Gol)f ov, 

Vffc C/,11ir1111111 : ~fa, . 1. D. l I v, 
MR'i. I [ ROI D H1 ( 111 

1R,. . ; , R l'I I I I 

PE IAL BYLAWS REVISIO OMMITTEE 
/,11,r1111111 : lORRI', D. 1, 'IR 

AM ~ · . L, \' 

POLI Y FORMULATIO OMMITTEE 
C/,11ir 1111111: I. FR11 n1 ' DIR 

M. . l) ' I I IIA ~, fl! RBI RI E. L, v, 

l J. fo l rR 

Tl IA 

IK I L. FRI I I) MR<,. . \1 . 1 /1',ffllMIR 
DR. T110<, . Fiu , 1>11c 11 lxlJ. Alli 

MR<,. RI J. I It Rl\ l \ ' R. Tom 
IR VI 1. fill KIR 

A. . B Tll 

\1. A. B, 0 l',I 

.J. H. B I IR 

OJ fl· 

Sl'E IAL TEMPLE FUND OMMITTEE 
C h11ir111a11: ,,,o . I\O\X' I J,, 

\' ice /,11i1'1111111: R I .f. J f I R 1\1 , R . 

DR. M. n. L, y 

R, , . . Lr Y 

,;. ~1 I. M11 I I ll 

. DAVID 0 

MA l r. 
MI I VI 

j II 1A 

lKI L. FR£Il) 

RO 

L LI fARRIS 

. J. J 
J LI . 
,;. De ea ed. 

[ [ 

[Rvr K[R 

D. JI. A ., 



TREASURER'S 
C O NG R EGATI O N 

REPORT 

CEMETE R Y 
April 30, 1944 

April 3 o, 1944 

Assets 

Cah 
Bond 
Due Receivable 

ote Recei able 
Account Receivable __ 
Real E tate 
Depreciation 

Total A et 

Liabilifie. 

ol. of Int. Rev. W. Ta 
otc Payable 

Memorial Fund 
Account Payable 

Operafiou 

Anticipated Income 
thcr Income 

Total Income 
Expen e 

U ne pended Income 
Re erve for ontingencie 
Income & xpen e 

378,142.37 
123,752.17 

45,035.47 
2,545.12 

47,580.59 
43,593.09 

3,987.50 

14.17 

2 147.44 
11 314.00 

2,268.80 
57.00 

101.50 

254,390.20 

10 3 .00 
17,500.00 

1,554.50 
13.00 

270,278.94 

As et 

ah 
Mau oleum 
Vae 
Lot and Plot 
Due Receivable 
Account Receivable 
Perpetual arc Bond 
Perp tual arc A / c Rec. 

Liabi/itie 

Prepaid Due 
Re crv for Perpetual arc 

20,975.00 
6,244.09 

ote Payable Wolff Mcm. Home 
Due to Perpetual are Fund 

ol. of Int. Rev. W. Ta 
Anticipated In ome 
Other Income 

Total Income 
xpen e 

1,735.25 
760.50 

2,495.75 
1,431.06 

6,400.58 
98 3 00.00 

13 3 .9 5 
4,120.00 
2,198.00 
5,844.06 

27,219.09 

106.00 
2 ,719.09 
9,000.00 
6,244.09 

2.60 

Worth 

4,000.00 

243 106.77 
Unexpended Income 

orth _ 
$ 1,064.69 

104,079.21 105,143.90 
Total Liabilitie 270,278.94 Total Lia bilitie __ _________________________ _____ .. __ _ 

54 

144,215.68 

$144,215.68 



FINANCE AND BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORT 
01 n ER A o BOARD OF TRu T E , 

Congregation Beth I rael, 

I Iou ton, Texa . 

( ,c11tlrmr11: 

We, the Finance and Budget Committee, herewith make 
our report and recommend for adoption, a Budget for the 
Congregation for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1944, and 
ending June 30, 1945, as follow: 

DMI I TRATIV E p 

Mi cellaneou Operating E pen e 
onvention and Travel ....... .. 

In urance ............ ..... .................... .. 
alarl·e ········ ·· ····· .... . .................. . 

ILi TIO 

Union of American Hebrew Congregation 

D BT R TIREME T 

Temple Lien 

Intere t 

Principal 

5,215.00 
250.00 

1,700.00 
27,600.00 

2,400.00 

700.00 

2,500.00 
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R R • 

T ub idiz cmcter ar and upkc p and 
retire Perp tual ar a cruaL of form r ear l, 5 00.00 

EMI=RG . IF 

OMMITTI· I:. TR LI:.D E P(· 01[ UR • 

ommunal A ti 1t1 

ducati nal and Religiou 

Repair and Maintenan e 
hool 

Ritual and Mu ic ... ... .. .. . .. 

Temple ew ........ .. 
Temple Junior ' A t1 1t1e 

Re pectf 11ll ubmilted, 

1,500.00 

400.00 

4,500.00 

1,500.00 

3,000.00 

750.00 

100.00 

53,615.00 

hairman 



TEMPLE NEWS COMMITTEE REPORT 011 KrR A:-,.;o Bo RD 01 • TR 

ongregation B ch I rael, 
Hou ton, T cxa 

T 11tlemc11: 

The Temple cws h,l 

LE, 

been published from October 
through fay in monthly edition . 

\'\'.'ith the incrca cd appropriation Jllorrcd co rhe Temple 
cv. for the yc.1r 1943-44, it ha, been pos,ible co impro, c 

ubscrntially up n the chJrJCtcr of the bulletin tlur lud bt'en 
publi hcd in previous year . . The me of addirion.11 p.1ge, h.1, 
permitted the employ menc of more .1ppropri.1tc t) pc, of im
pro,ed Jrt work, and of the inclu ion of photographc;. Tht"\~ 
lu\'c contributed ,en· much co the phy.,ical appear.rncc of 

few of the n umcrou letter recei vcd by the ongrega 
t1on ·ommcnding our action in adopting the Ba ic Prin iplcs 
h.1vc highlighted the ews in c February. f cour e, there 
havl appeared other mi ccllancou feature of general intcre t 
to the ongreg.nion, JS sea on, o ca ion or other c1rcum
'>Uncc ,uggc tcd publication or comment. 

The Temple cw mmittee naturally hopes co broaden 

our publicanon. 

its \pherc of activity during the en uing year. It i hoped to 
enlighten our rc.1den concerning the larger aspect of Judaism 
,rnd its influence in the ·ommunity ,1 well as in the nation 
H L1rge ••• .ind to reprint educational article through which 
may be brought about a better under t.rnding not only be
t ween Jew ,md Jew, but between the Jew and hi hri<;tian 
neighbor. \'\ ' I '\\JII\'\ COIII 

It is vcq like! ' th.it sp.1ce will be ,\ ailable for the presen 
t.It ion of literary contributions on religiou ubjccr from the members 
of Bech l\racl, who h,1vc idea\ or plan for pre cntation to the member~ of our ~ongrcg.nion. uch arc olicited. 

The Temple 1 
1
ews ha J very broad objective. arur,llly, ttc; pnm,lq 

purpo<;e 1, to keep the member of ongrcgarion Beth 1 r.1el informe I on 
all matter<. in which they would normally be intere tcd and which pert.lin 
co happenings within the ongrcgation Jnd 1t<; ,1Uxiliary org.m1/.1t1on\, o 1et1ec; .rnd committee . 

Beside, presenting a digc t of news of ongrcgJt1on a tivitiec;, the 
Temple 'cw· has endeavored to bring co the ongrcgarion's attention 
something of the hi tory and meaning of Reform J udai m. "A hart His
tory of Reform Jud,lism," an original work from carefully elected our c 
n1.1ten.1l, ,, .1, pre\ented in four imtallmenc,. J\ wide r.1nge of c;ubjectc; and 
i uc ha e appeared a and when occa ion demanded. An article by Rabbi 
chachtel has appeared in every issue of the cw , and ea h of the e 

article covered some highly educational ubject. 
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If our members have not been reading che Temple ew~ regubrl , we 
urge tlut uch be done; it contain much of intere t, ,111d much food for thought. 

Rc!ij>ectfull) wb1111lln/, 

hair man. 



MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
o,, ,er RS A o BoARD OJ· TRusn Is, 

( ongrcgation Beth Israel, 

I lou ton, Texas. 

< ,1 11/lrmr11: 

\fany new member have joined CongregJtion Beth lsr.1el ,incc l.1<,t 
,c.1r. We arc most happy to have these new members, to c:..tcnd co them 
he hand of welcome. We urge them to attend our er\'ices .111d functions, 

,o Join our allied organizations, to take an active part in the .1fb1rs of our 
Congregation and our Religious School, to make full use of .di the pri,· 
leges accorded member of ongregation Beth lsr.1el. 

Although there arc still many unaffiliated Jew<, in our city, \\'C ,trc gr.1ti 
t1ed at the large number that have joined u~ in the pa<,t few yc.1r<,, In 
these bu y time our ommittee ha not been able to m.tkc pcr,011.11 olh 
on all those referred to us, but we have tried to spread the information 
that ours i a friendly ongregation, and that our mcmber,hip i, open to 
.1 11 Reform Jew who wi h to join. 

Many of our young men and women h.1vc entered the armed \crvicc, 
of our countrv; the war effort has caused a lot of moving about from one 
city to anoth~r; consequently there have been more change, in our mem 
bership than would normally be the case. In the current yc.ir there have 
been 89 new enrollment ; 37 members were lost by de.1th, rcmov.11 .ind 

re<,ign.nion-lcaving our net tot.ii 834 members ,\t thi, time. 

We extend sincere thanks to the memben of our Committee, .rnd to 
rhosc other friend and members who have been in<,trumcnt .tl in bringing 
new members into ongregation Beth Israel. 

Herc is the Ji t of new members since the last annu.11 meeting: 

New Members f 11!)1 1943-May 1944 

\fr. and Mr , Aaron Aronson 
\Ir. and Mrs. Harry Allen 
\frs. Kate Asher 
,\lr. and Mrs. Morri Ada 
\fr. and Mrs. Sam A , elrod 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Backrach 
Mr. and Mrs. . J. Ben nett 
Mrs. Ray K. Bergman 
Mr. and Mr . Arnold Blair 
Mr. and Mr . David M. Block 
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,\lr .. 111d ,\In. ,\l.1\ Block 
,\Ir .. ind ,\lr,. ~l.i \ Borger 
\Ir,. Ro,e Bnll111 ,14 
J\1r,. J\1iri.1m Bro\\'11i11g 
J\lr. Gu,t,\\· I . Buck 
Mr .. 111d 1 r,. Theodore Buck 
Mr .. 111d 1\I r,. 1\ mold B."heim 
,\1 r .. tnd ,\In. Abe ( ohl'11 
\1r .. 111d Mn. Kurt ( opc1 
Mr . .ind Ir\. /\lbcrt ( oopn 
Mr .. 111d i\lr,. 1\I C n <,t ,11 
Mr,. 11. .I, D.1n11cnh,1um 
1r .. ind .\In. l\:. J. l).11111e11h.wm 

Mr. :111d Mr\. A. I. Elli, 
,\1r . . 111d Mr,. (,u, Fp,tcin 
Mr. and Mn . .J ,1ck I lower, 
Mr,. Addinc l-riedl.1ndcr 
1rs. I . ). rricdm.111 

Mr . .rnd J\lr, . i\l.1 I ro,ch 
Mr .. rnd \Ir,. ),1111 I rucln 
r r .. md Mr,. 1ilton I ricdm .111 

Mr .. 111d i\ln. Abe <,ollob 
Mi..,, P,1uline (,onion 
Mr .. 111d Mr,. I L1rry (,r.111off 
Mr. ,111d Mr,. DeWitt 11. c;ro..,,111 ,111 
Mr. Sam l lcnkowll 1 

Mr. ,111d Mr,. Ril·h.ird H. 1 lol,tein 
,\tr .. rnd tr,. C. D. J.icobmn 
Dr .. 111d Mn. 5.dly .J.1cob,on 
Mr. Adrien K.1hn 
Mr. and Mr,. ).1111 K.1hn 
Mr. and Ir.,. I.. Kc,tenbcrg 
Mr. and Mr,. Edw:ir<l Klimiq 
Mr. and Mn. S. L. Kline 
Mr. and Mr,. All.in TL Kottwiu 

,\Ir. ,111d \Ir, . Tobe< . K1.1ndt·I 
\Ii,, ( ,crt rude K rci,111.111 
\Ir . . 111d ,\Ir,. hl\\'.1rd ). l .. 1mhcrt 
\Ir . .1nd ,\lr,. I con I e, 1 

\Ir . .111d Mr,. l\: .nh.111 I . I c,) 
\Ir . . ,nd ,\1r,. Rohen (,. I en 
Dr . . rnd \1r,. l\: .11h.111 I) . I c,," 
,\Ir .. rnd J\lr,. I .1wrcncc I 1ppcr 
,\Ir . . 111d ,\1,·, . )t'\ mour I 1cber111 .1n 
\Ir .. 111d ,\Ir,. \\'.'.ilter I . .\l.i.1, 
,\Ir .. 111d .\Ir,. \I. .\l.1rgul,e, 
J\lr. .,nd J\lr,. Otto \lorgcnth.1u 
\1r .. 111d J\lr,. 1-erd .\1unt 
1\lr .. 111d ,\Ir,. I rn ( . l\: ,1m,111 
,\1r .. rnd .\Ir, . ~ . I) . ' .1111.111 

\lr .. 111d ;\In. Theodore N.1111.111 

\1r. .ind :-.tr, . .J. Noodlem.111 
\Ir .. 111d i\lr, . i\1rnf red Peine 
\Ir. ' .1th.111 Pifko 
.\1r . . ind \Ir, . ).1111 Prolcr· 
1\lr,. I illi .111 < . Rctll\' 
1\lr . . rnd i\lr, . 1\. M. Ro,cnth.,!i 
~fr .. ind ,\In. ;\be Rment\\ 'e1 g 
\1r . . ind \In. ( l.ircncc . ) .dmon 

1r . . 111d ~Ir,. ')ig )cg.111 
\1r .. tnd \Ir\ . lrv111g \I. h.dla 
Mr. Sidncv Sh.,ff cr 
Mr . .tnd ·Ir,. Meyer Sh.1piro 
Mr .. tnd Mr,. C. Silbcr,tein 
Mn. Cl.1r.1 5i11gcr 
Mr .. ,nd Mr,. M. M . . lotnick 
Mr. and Mr,. Abe lmk) 
Mr .. ind Mn. A . . mith 
Mr. ,111d Mr,. 11. K . mith 
Mr. Meyer olomon 



Miss Bettye talarow 
Miss Hadey Tira 
Mr. and Mr. Alex A. Walter 
Mr. and Mr . David Weintr:rnb 
Mr. and Mrs. E. Weissberger 

Mr. and Mr . Phillip Wiesenthal 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard . Winner 
Miss Jewel Wuntch 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Y ellin 

Congregation Beth I racl welcomes them into our Hou e of God. 

Respect/ 11ll) submitted, 

~~~~ 7 -<': ~ 
Chairma11 

MEMBERSHIP ANALYSI S 

o. Member5 r-'r Cla sification Arr.cunt Paid <,r 

10 1.26 $75 0-400 5 400.00 11.72 
25 3 .16 3 00-200 6285.00 13. 8 5 
38 4.82 150-125 5522.50 12.02 
32 4.05 100 3185.00 7.10 
5 1 6.45 75 3 845.00 8 .3 5 
49 6.20 60 2945.00 6.40 
99 12. 5 2 48 4809.00 10.44 

216 27.34 42-36 8058.70 17.52 
243 30.78 24-18 5487.50 11.90 

27 3.42 12 and less 3 39.00 .70 

790 100.00 45,876.70 100.00 

27 Members in ervjce-dues waived 
17 Non-paying Members 

834 Total Membership 

58 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE 

O1- F ICER AND BOARD 0I- TRUSTEES, 

Congregation Beth I rael 

Houston, Texas 

G('Jl//e111c11: 

REGISTRATION 
REPORT 

Although the work of thi Committee is chiefly the enrollment and ad

justment. of our Religious School children, we are keenly interested in all 

pha es of re ligious education of our Jewish you.th. 

We have 352 children enrolled in the Religious School this year, 29 of 

whom are children whose parents are not members of the Congregation. 

It has been a good year, and we are proud of our chi ldren. 

\Xie are wholeheartedly in accord with the Back-to-Sunday-School 

movement being carried out by all churches. Of all the religions, it is 

most important that Jewish chi ldren know of their glorious history in 

order that they may better appreciate the fu ll meaning of t heir religion. 

Under Rabbi Schachtcl' leadership plans are being made for further im

provement in the calibre and scope of our curriculum. Surely no child 

of Religious School age in the fami ly of any of our memben should be 

permitted to faj l to register for the full session next year. The values of 

the education avai lab le and associations made within our Religious School 

make attendance a "mu ·t" for all. 

We wish to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to the mem

bers of our Con1mittee, and to the many parent who have helped in thi!i 
,vork. 

RcsjJectf ully s11b111ifted, 

Chairman 



RELIGIOUS 
11 /11 • r III lc mfr II t 

K111dcrg11rle 11 

Grt1dl' 0111' 
Grt1cle Tu,u 
(Tracie Three A 
Gracie Three B 
Grncle Four 
Grade Fite A 
Grt1de Fite B. 

Mr. Jerome :\fryer 
fn. Miri.1111 Browning 

Mrs. Earl Kaiser 
lrs . ignur K. Hofcller 

Mn. Louis Franklin 
Ir~. Perl tr.n1,!> 

Mr . lorris H. KJplJ11 
Mr . Harold Yell in 

Mr . ha . Blumcnth,1I 
Cr . H man J fart 

SCHOOL 
Grad,· \1\ ,,\ 
(;rad,· \1\ 13 
Cr11d1• S,•11·11 , \ 
Crndc· Sr·t c 11 /J 
Grt1dl' Fight t\ 
Gr11clc Eight B 
Grade 1 i11e , \ 

Grade 1 i11e B 
Gr,lllc Ten A 
Grad,· T, 11 13 

FACULTY, 1943-1944 
~fr. F1111rn:ll t\. I r.1nk 

~Ir,. l l.11-rv J. Kline 
Mr,. ~ 111. ~tern 

~Ir. Jerome Rmcnbloom 
Mn. Ro,e Brillin~ 

~In. lchlc K.1hn 
Mr. J.1d. S. (,oren 

Mrs . J\lf red (,oldm.111 
.\ln. f L1rry L. I-red 

i\lr. Ir vin 11. Bo.unet 
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I frlm· 11 

( lwn c111d \11111< /)111 ·1 to, 
\fr, . 11. \ih erberg 

I dn,11) 

, \rll ,111 ,I Cm/I:. 

Mr,. Reben:.1 I·. Miller 
.\Ii" .fe.rnelle D.1nnenb.n1111 

Mi,s I Lirriet Toler 
\11/J,/,t 11t1• T1·,1cl,en: 

,\liss Jc.1netle Sepper Mr,. fnin 11. Bo.1rnct 
,\IC'111hcr of W' . , \. \ ' . /:. 

Miss Judith 'cppcr (h)//r//1 c;,,,d,· Tn1clJl'1) 



ADOPTED NOVEMBER 23, 1943 

PRI CIPLE o. 1-W e believe in the mission of I rael 
which is to witne to the Unity of God throughout the 
world and to pray and work for the e tabli hment of the 
kingdom of truth, ju tice and peace among all men. Our 
watchword i ttHear, 0 Israel, The Lord our God, the Lord 
is One." We accept it a our acred dut to wor hip and to 
erve Him through prayer, righteou conduct and the tudy 

of our Holy cripture and gloriou hi tory. 

PRI CIPLE o. 2-W e are Jew by virtue of our accept
ance of Judaism. We consider ourselve no longer a nation. 
We are a religiou community, and neither pray for nor 
anticipate a return to Pale tine nor a re toration of any of 
the law concerning the Jewish tate. We tand unequivocally 
for the eparation of Church and tate. Our religion i Juda
ism. Our nation i the United State of America. Our na
tionality is American. Our flag is the "Star and tripe ." Our 
race is Caucasian. With regard to the Jewi h ettlement in 
Pale tine we consider it our acred privilege to promote the 
piritual, cultural and o ial welfar of our o-religi m t 

there. 

PRI CIPLE No. 3-We believe in the coming of a Me ian
ic Age and not in a personal Me iah. We recognize that it i 
our hallowed duty to peed the coming of the Brotherhood 
.>f Man under the Fatherhood of God, which is the Me ianic 
]deal for which the righteou of all people work and pra . 

PRI CIPLE o. 4-W e accept a binding only the moral 
law of Mo aic legi lation and prophetic teaching. While re-
pecting the conviction of our Orthodox and on er ative 

brethren concerning the rabbinical and Mosaic laws which 

regulate diet, prie tly purity, dre , and imilar laws, we, 
however, a an American Reform Congregation, reject the 
religiou obligatory nature of the ame, a having originated 
in age and under influence of idea and condition which 
today are entirely un uited, unnece ary and foreign to the 
belief and ob er an e of progre i Judai m in modern 
America. We hall maintain and use in connection with our 
religiou ervice only uch ritual and ceremonies a may be 
approved by the ongregation from time to time and which 
may ymbolize, in effective and beautiful form, the prin
ciple of our faith, and which are adapted to the progre ive 
and liberal pirit of our time . 

PRI CIPLE o. 5-W e recognize the complete religiou 
equality f woman with man. 

PRIN IPLE o. 6-The trea ure of Divine revelation were 
given in the Hebrew language and in uch language are pre-
erved the immortal remain of a literature that influence all 

civilized nation . A the fulfillment of a acr d dut there
fore, the cultivation of the Hebrew language mu t alway 
be urgently de ired by u . Howe er, the Hebrew language 
ha become unintelligible to the a t majority of our co
religioni t ; therefore, while a mea urable content of Hebrew 
i e ential and de irable in our ritual and ervice , it mu t 
be u ed wi ely a i advi able under e i ting circum tance . 

PRI IPLE o. 7-The ha i of brotherhood among the 
Jew throughout the world i Religion. Hence, it i our duty 
to help our co-religioni t whenever and wherever the need 
may ari e e en, a we mu t help all mankind that may be in 
need, in accordance with the principle of our faith. 



POLICY FORMULATION 
Ma 

\1R. L EOPOLD L. MEY R, Pre ident, 
( ongregation Beth I racl, H u ton, Texas. 
Dra, Mr. Meyer: 

30, 1944. 

for many month we di cu t>ri the advant.1ge that 

might a crue to the ngregation through the formation 

of J Policy ommittee that could ontinuomly study 

t 1c need of the ongregation, pre ent and future and 

l prepared to give advice and recommendatiom to the 

nmee upon matter of importance in the locJI and 

1 nional religiou field. Event whi h happened in the 

ongregation, during the period from May 19, 1943 

1 la t annual meeting) and Augu t 4, 1943 (date of 

pec ial meeting to elect enior rabbi) cau ed you and 

he Board of Tru tee to act promptly upon chi matter. 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
( ongreg.1t1011 reject the un.1n1mom recomn,cnd.n,on by 
the Trll',tee~ of .1 ~enior r.,bbi, .1, ,uccc\~Or to Dr. I Icnr , 

B.,rmton. Thi, .1bortivc ,lltcmpt to bring .,bout disunity 

\\'1th111 the con •rcg.1tion w.1, ,up1)ortcd, 111110 ·ently by = 
,omc mcmben of the ·ongrc .nion. but there wa no _ 

mi,t.1kin • the obje · ti\c some o.f th 1 • lcrs. l·orce~ 

.tnd influence, out,ide of the ongrcg, t1on membership, 

,ome foe.ti :rnd ,omc n.ttio~I, sought to ont.rol ..the -

ruture of Beth l,r.1cl Con •rcg.1tion. The end s ught wa, -not meric.111 Reform Jud.,i~m, co which our efforts 

h.1''e been .,nd .ire dedic.1ted, but to "nationali'i_!ll." Thi, 
unh .1ppy incident w,l\ b.1'ed upon the a,sumption of 

..:ert.tin individu.d, th.tt there h.1d already been admitted 

into the mcmbenhip of this Reform Con •rcgation, ., -,uffiLient number of neo- reform or onser ati e me!Jl_-

her,, to erublc thi, group to ,wervc c he des tin of Beth -J\f,tcl tow.,rd .1 r.1pprochcment with traditional or on:-
L nder the authorization of the Board' re olution, 

.is ed ugu t 9th, you appointed a Policy Formul:nion 

om mittee with the under igned a chairm.rn. The 

lu tie of the ommittee were outlined a follows: 
I HUll>IA rnr ,en•.1t1ve Juc.T.,i,111 .tnd, of coune, in the interest of 

po rt1c.tl Zionism then ,tnd now, an i me in mcrica~ 

", , , to prepare for adoption by the Iloard, policies, rule~, rcgulat1om and pr0<.:cdurc, , 
o be obse rved in onnc tion with the administration of the Congregation\ ,1ff.11rs , .1~ 
orJ1ng to the various ca tegoric into which such matter~ logic,1 ll y fall." 

Your committee ha had a ver bus) ·car. It tudie ha, c been com 

prchensive. It di cu ion and deliberation have been free and frank. It , 

onclu ion were unanimou ly arrived at, and the recommendation un .llli 

mou ly adopted by the board of Tru tee , and ratified b the ongrcga

tion. The pattern of it important work, whi h we mode tl a sere bid, 

f.1i r to becoming an important hi tori chapter in American Judai m , 

\\'a dictated by the action of other rather than by the ommittec. e 

"ere confronted with condition within our own ongrcgation and within 

he community that required orre tion and a tion. The e ondition 

forced their attention upon u a a re ult of the attempt to have the 
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.Jewi,h life. I lo w better mule.I thi, be .H:compli,hed than to repla c Dr. 

l lcr,r) B.1rmton , .tn uncompromi,ing a<lvo ate of hracl's univcnali cic 

rni\\ion .rnd e, er .111 opponent of politic,11 Zionism, , ith a " reform" r.1bbi 

f.1Voring ., jewi,h ornmonwcalth? 

The work of the committee f.1lh n.1tur.1lly into two divi\ion'I, one the 

local ,itu.ttion within Beth f .,racl with \ hich we ,hall deal fir'>t, Jnd then 

the n.1tion.1l ,itu.1tion. They are interlocked and overlapping. But we lud 

to face our own '>ituation first, and at once. It was the great emancipator 

who 5aid that ".1 nation an not endure half- lave and half-free." It i 

equally ,1xiomatic that .1 congregation cannot endure and attain for its 

membership the highc t spiritual a~pirati n~, "half-traditional and h. lf -

reform. " c h.1d m.111 membe of the on re •ation who came into it . 

\ ith no Jc nite on cpt of Reform Judai,m. me came f r the religious 



education of their children but retained their main religiou affiliations 
with either an Orthodox or Conserv1tive congregation. Others came 
for family rea ons of ome nature; but there was no gainsaying t e ac 
that we did have within the congregation a ub tantial number of mem
bers who had divided loyaltie in Jewish religiou interpretations. Our own 
policieshaci been responsible for this condition, becau e a ew years ago, 
Beth Israel di continued accepting on a "tuition" ba i , all children of 
non-member for religiou chool instruction, and "required" membership, 
that freely conferred voting privileges upon both the hu band and wife, 
parents of such children. In this manner, we, ourselves, forced member-
hip upon many con ervative Jews. We were now confronted with the 

dilemma of meeting the situation. Our congregation, being the only Re
form Congregation in the city, has felt a sense of community respon ibility 
to fill the requirement of all who de ired to use our religious facilities. 
If the previou "membership" policy be continued unchanged, it offered 
the probability of further disunity and a final complete change from the 
Reform character of our religiou in titution. This had happened in other 
rapidly growing cities like Hou ton. 

Our study indicated that the bylaw offered no solution to the prob
lem. Strange as it may now seem, Beth Israel bylaw do not confine 
membership to Jews. The charter or the bylaw do not even dedicate the 
efforts of the congregation towards the promotion of Judaism. We are 
organized solely "for public worship." At any annual meeting, and with
out prior notice, a minority number of the members of the Congregation, 
attending uch meeting, could change the ritual, the form of worship or 
even dispose of the phy ical properties of the congregation. There is 
nothing in the bylaw to safeguard or to prevent uch a po ibility. In 
all congregation , the influx of new member takes place just before the 

ew Year Holy Day. There wa not sufficient time between August 13th 
(the date of our appointment) and September 30th ( ew Year's day) 
to propose a change in bylaw to meet the revealed situation, a urning 
that bylaw change might be the best remedy. Application for mem
bership were on file with the secretary. Primarily, there was an educational 
task ahead, the ta k of informing present members and future applicant 
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regarding the fundamentals of American Reform Judaism. This wa not 
now an easy ta k because of the confusion even among the Rabbis them
selves, arising from the accent lately upon the political rather than upon 
the religious nature of the Jewish people. We were unwilling to allow 
the situation to remain in statu quo, or to recommend to the I rustees, 
f urt er acceptance o a arge num er o new member , upon any other 
basis than a knowledge of the underlying principles of American Reform 
Judaism, as understood by a majority of the members of Beth I rael, and 
an adherence thereto. 

The recommendation by our committee that we restate our Basic 
Principles and make them a part of the application for membership nat
urally and logically followed. There i nothing new in the principles. We 
did not "write" them but merely restated what has been the accepted 
cardinal and underlying basic principles of American Reform Judaism. We 
simplified, reworded and regrouped the clas ic tatements of the Phila
delphia ( 1869) and the Pittsburg ( 18 8 5) statement of principles. Dr. 
Isaac M. Wise pre ided at Pitt burg and Dr. Kaufmann Kohler say that 
Dr. Wi e "hailed the Pittsburg platform as a 'Jewi h-American declara
tion of independence'" ("American Judaism," Kaufmann Kohler, page 
2 0 5, "Hebrew Union College and other Add re ses") . 

We are not res nsi the mi representations and distortions re-
garding our actions and the effect of the as1c nnc1p es. e prepare 
erature u y exp ammg t cm an tate the ource -;r' the material. As 
an exhibit to this report we attach such material to be placed in the perma
nent archive of thi congregation. It might be well to tate again in this 
report that nothing which we have recommended and nothing which the 
trustees or the congregation have done affects any present member of the 
congregation, those who were member on ovember 23rd, 1943. If they 
distgree they have full voice and voting power to speak and act as a 
"loyal opposition." All misrepre entation to the contrary, we do not bar 
Kosher-observing Jew from voting membership, nor even nationalists 
or political Zionist , unles their view arise from a religious conviction 
signifying an adherence to the traditional or orthodox interpretation of 
Judaism. We have e tabished no creed for membership. We have created 



-
no o-called "second- We have kept the an tuar open 
to all. We have reserved voting membership in the future to applicanrs 
vho know the principles of Reform, and knowing, want to join chi 
Reform Congregation to uphold and extend them. Other Reform ongre
gations have met the ituation in other way . We may ome <lay find a bet
ter way, possibly through an amendment to the bylaw . The Ba.sic Princi 
ples a now accepted are not the last word. They have been che recipient 
of high praise from rabbis and laymen who e opinion we re pecc. When 
1nd if further tudy or development uggest or require changes, cer- -
ninly trustee and officer will o recommend to the congregation. l1"!_ 
the meanwhile, mi representation, abuse, vilification, vituperation from -u can on y o 1arm to t 10 e in ividuals 01:ganizatiom 
anJ per-.-io-d~i-:--w__,1,..c•· so 1 e. 'These principle were written for our 

own local congregation. We did not circulate them until we felt impelled 
to do o in order to try to meet untruth and mi representation with truth, 
and then we confined the circulation to the ele ted representatives of 

merican Reform congregation . 
And, so we turn in chi report to the national cene. The officer anJ 

trustees of the congregation have been unwilling to merely a t a a 
fina nce" committee but have taken a keen interest i1;i the religious life 

if the congregation and in the religious trend of American Reform Ju<la 
t'> m as a whole. We. have been concerned with the lack of progres of the 
mo vement in America, where democratic ideals and in tituciom hould 
make the United States a fertile :field for reform development. We have 
been concerned with the deviation, dereliction and retrogre~sion which 
ou r leader "fir t endured and then embraced." We fail to under tan<l 

thing ; one, why there are only 50,000 Jewi h famili ililia.i°@. 
wi t 1 ,re at1on , out of 1,000,000 familie in the United. 
t.Hes, and we do not accept the bla e excu e of our leader chat the 

LO n ervative congregation are "Reform Congregation " and that in the 
fu ture the";e will be a "m~ger"- ome rabbi ancf laym n saying, as per 
t' \.hibits attached, the merger will be upon the ba is of urrender of radi al 
1eform while other ay it will be upon a reform ba i . note that th · 
1re ent tendency of our national leadership i to attempt to " eek our .. 
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brethren" by abandoning the prin ' iple of Reform. '\ ' ' note the abandon 
ment f the in<icription n che brnner of American Jud.1i m-"reforn1" 
and che sub)titution o{ the word "liberal," which ' hara ccrizes ocher eg
ments of Jewry as being illiber,1I. Dr. K.1Ufn1.1nn Kohler states th,1t the 
word "liberal" i., vague ":rnd implies laxity" and H.He'> that the whole 
modern movement re-,ts upon the principle'> of "reform and progress" 
which d,e word "liber,11" fail s "t accentuate." We note with more than 
p,1s ·ing interest the speech deli ered by Rabbi R. Benedict Gla1er before 
the 1940 AR. J [ere is .1 \hon significant excerpt: 

" ... the number of J cwi,h f.1milic, connec tcJ wath Reform congrega tion, toJ .1y i, 
pcrccptably /, ·11 dun 61,609 fJmilac, who were Jlliliated with them in die peak year of 
I 9J0 . .. . In the m<'tropolitan arc .1 of cw York at the prc,ent time ... there are 
only 6, ~ 16 f.1111ilie, atlila .n ed wath Reform temple-.... l·or a Ion )~ time at ha~ be ·n 
noted th.it 1 he Reform r.1bb111Jtl i, t1lmml nc/111// eh com po,cd of the off,prang of 
ea,tern I uropc,111 immigrant, .. . at W ,I\ 1ncv 1tab lc that thc,e 1rLum \t.1 nce, ,hould 
modif; or c han ge ,ome of the old pracucc, J11d idcologic, of R eform Juda1\m. A, .1 
rc,uli, tlw anti Zion11t b,,11 of the (..( AR ha , l.1rgdy tfoappc.1rcd . . there 1, evidence 
of ,1 return to nuny of the r1te1 and ,crenH>n1c1 o f Jud .11\IT\ which luJ been abJn 
doncd ... the r.1bb1, of ,ome reform ' ongrcga11om in the l .i\l h.1 ve been so influenced 
b} the Onhodo-.. bJt kground, o f the peop le 111 their ,yn.1gogul'\ .rnd ncii.;hborhooJ that 
they h.1,e re turned to the old practice uf inve,tang themwlvc, with the ~kull ,Ip .ind 
Ju/1th .. .. 1t rel1g 1om \C r\ ace\. It i, evident th .1L ultin1.1tel} m .rny external difference, 
Jmong the thn.'c 111 ,1jor Jewi,h religiou\ grou p, of the nited ~utc\ will di,appc.ir . 
Thi, tcndenq, will gencr.Hc 11· /11•,, 111 110111 in the ne.1r fut11rc, pJrtic ulJrl y 111 the north 
ea,tern p.irt of the . ", ., where the merger of Reform .111 d omervauve co ngrega tiom, 
h.is been \eriou,ly comidcrcd in \ome communi t ie, . .. " (Ye.tr Book , ( I\R, Vol. I .) 

e read with mounting interest the uticle on "Reform and nhodoxy 
Akin" by Rabbi Bernard Heller in "Liber:il J uc.Lii.,m" (J.rnuu , 1944) 

when he recount~: 

" ... the notion of 111/1µ01,•d confli ct between the 1wo ( Reform .tnd OrthoJoxy) stems 
nuinly from orga ni,at111n.1I d1 stinu1on and thcol og acJ I difference, that hav e little or uu 
b.1, 1c signific.1nu: .. pau,e th e p.1per, fat, ,( ) deli vered .n the annual ,e\siom of the 
((.. R. Pi ca, for gre.uer re,pnt for trJdition .rnd .111 11d1oct1('}' of the use o f 111011· 

I lcbrew and J ew i, h ccrcmoni .il, Jrc recurrent note, at 1•1 t'Y)' convention . A demand w.1s 
eve n made for the formulation and adoption of .1 codL of Jm•1c r1b1•d d11upl1111' i for 
devotees of Liberal Judai,m - a code w hich would be a sort of modcrn11ed hul han 
Aruch" ( olornon B. I rcehof, " A o<le of C..crcmon1al and Ritu al Pra ti cs," .A.R . 
Year Book, Vol. Ll , pp. 289-29 ). 

and we have to turn to the pee h of Dr. Kaufmann Kohler on " men-



can Judaism." for consolation. He certainly did not expect disciples of his 
to be the ch(Jm pions of deviation and surrender and retrogression. This 
masterly address delivered in 1911 to tpe delegates to the Union of Ameri
can Hebrew Congregations should be read by the officers and trustees of 
the UAHC, the CCAR, and the Hebrew Union College of which he was 
then the president. A short excerpt reads: 

" ... love for truth ... bade our reform pioneers to liberate Judaism from the 
prison-house of the Shulchan Aruch legalism in order to render it a source of life 
again for tho,e who come after us ... there i no room for Ghetto Judaism in America 
. . . reform became the sav\or of Judaism in America ... Isaac M. Wise was the 
master-builder of American Ju ai5m. Americanization of the Jew was his watchword 
and guiding motive .... Dr. Wise said 'there is but one progressive American Israel 
and one Judaism constituting neither a race nor a nation but a religious de110111inati-011.' 
Will this Judaism of our assume a different aspect amidst the constant influx of new 
elements of Jewry, bringing along different views and traditions, which tend to lead 
backwards instead of forward, which in tead of Americanizing the Jew, threatens to 
Orientalize him? I, for one, have too much confidence in our blessed land and its 
institutions to fear for the future .. . the American Jew and American Judaism will 
not be Russianized , Hebraized or Orientalized by visionary idealists .. . all the greater 
is the task of the UAHC and the Hebrew Union College as guardian and banner-bearer 
of progressive Judaism ... " (pp. 198 -211 Kaufmann Kohler, HUC and other ad 
dresses.) 

Congregation Beth Israel is a member of the UAHC. It makes ubstan
tial annual contributions to the Union's support, a considerable portion of 
which goes to maintain the Hebrew Union College. It looks to the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis for its leadership. It has an important and 
vital interest in what these organizations say and do. It has the right and 
the duty to challenge and protest policie , trends and act when, in its 
judgment, the e act , trends and policies compromise or surrender funda
mental and necessary concepts of the interpretation of the faith' which we 
strive to uphold and to teach and extend. And, therefore we recommended 
to the trustee , a certain resolution, copies o w 1ich were sent to all mem
ber , and which the congre ation a rove . A copy is attached. This reso
lution cha enge acts and policies of the UAHC, the CCAR and the 
HUC. We have received replies from the president of the C AR and the 
UAHC--evasive, inconclusive and unsatisfactory. Like the little boy 
emerging from the pantry with his face smeared with jam, denial of the 

64 

acts charged was useless. An excuse is the only alternative. An answer has 
been prepared by this committee to the "reply" of Rabbi Freehof, who 
tated that "it is debatable" whether the CCAR has abandoned essential 

principles and then closes his letter with a plea "to close the debate." A 
reply will be prepared to the UAHC letter, which was signed by the execu
tive officers of the agencies which we had charged with the deviations 
and dereliction. They constituted themselves the judge and the jury to 
pass upon their own innocence or guilt. The final verdict, however, will 
be rendered by the lay leaders of American Reform Judaism. We have 
received much commendation and approval and it is not saying too much 
to assert that we have been forced • • ion of leadershii> in the effort 
to save e orm u aism in America. No written reply has been received 
from the Hebrew Union College, but Dr. Julian Morgenstern visited 
Houston on January 25, 1944, to meet with the Trustee. The meeting 
was harmonious and we gave assurances that we had no plan for with
drawal from the UAHC; that we were asserting our right to disagree with 
policies within the organization of which we were active, contributing and 
upporting members. 

It is interesting to note in connection with the HUC that one of our 
complaints was the failure to "provide a more thorough course designed 
to provide an understanding of the history and ideology of Reform Juda
ism itself;" and that the November, 194 3 college "Bulletin" announces 
"an orientation course in Judaism devoted primarily to a discussion of 
the contemporary ideals and problems from the standpoint of Reform;" 
that in the collegiate department Dr. Cohen "is now offering a new course 
in the History of Reform Judaism." It i significant to note that the 
HUC, opened in 1875, as a training school for Reform rabbis has finally 
gotten around in 1943-68 years later-to placing in its curriculum an 
adequate teaching course in the Reform interpretation of Judaism! We 
are encouraged. 

Time and space prevent our report's going into the protests regarding 
text-books, the · Jewish Army and "compatibi 1ty re o 10ns; an t e 
attempt to harness Amen can Re or~ Judaism to the American Jewish 
Conference's political Zionist program. We sugge t that the bibliograph-



ic,1! exhibit of letters, peeches, resolutions, etc., chronologically arranged, 
be kept permanently as a part of the records of the congregation. 
• We cannot refrain, however, from stre sing one point with regard to 
the unhappy epi ode connected with the recent effort of the olitic:11 -10 01 t un e is to ace all of American 
Jewry behind the move to et an ex re sion from Con re a to a future -Jcw1 ommonwealth. T failed. It did not do political Zioni m _ 

ut it did do the American J_ew incalculable harm. In the midst 
o a war not yet won, it i an unpleasant spectacle to ee American of 
Jl\\ i h faith demanding the passage of national legi lation which i oppo ed 
b, the ecretary of War, the Secretary of State and the Chief of taff of 
the armie of the United State , and whose protest are lacer upheld by 
the pre idcnt of the United tare , particularly when the oppo ition i 
b.1 ed on "military" ground . The one point which we wi h to tre i 
tha t the leader of the American ferencc who s on orcd chi 
l'.so lucion did 110/ s Jcak. for Beth Israel Congregation, notwich t oding cl.c 

I '-.'. t t 1at t e Union of American e rew Con re ation of which we arc -, 1cm. ers, as remarne a member of the Conferenc~ ov~r our pr~test. 
i)t•,p1te the fence-stradd ling action of t e UAHC executive committee, 

hich a southern religious periodical criticizes evcrely under a tide of 
In Union-There I Mi representation" the fact is chat "Adolph Ro en-

h rg, president of the Union of American Hebrew Congregation , ha ac
lpted co-option as a member of the Interim Committee of the American 

llwish onference" (Conference Record, March, 1944). A "neutral" 
, >s1 tion, indeed! 

\XT e appreciate the confidence of the Trustees and the ongregation 
• elf . There i a keen sense of satisfaction in the efforts of chi committee 

hen we recall that there are more than two hundred husband , father , 
•ns and brothers from this congregation, now in the armed service of 

• c United States, who ex ect the character and ideologies of thi congre-
1 lion to remain as they were w en ey rom "Houston. -
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Bed l rad to then on •re •ation. They arc 
at the far corner of the earth fighting under the st.1rs and tripe, . 
The know no divided lo 1 ::dtie'>. If there i'> to be ,my hange in the 
e ential cluractcr of their ongregati n they ,1re entitled to have .1 
part in determining uch change. If v e continue t r cei e the <,u ore_ 
of the con_gregation, ,1nd we conn<lcnd expect chat e will ha e u h -support, it i our firm re olve that there will be no ·hangc during their 
absence in the idcologie , empha is, or fonm of Ref rm J uchism in this 
ongregation a they understood and accepted i~ an( th.1t they will re-._ 

turn to an American Reform ongregation, dedicated to the teachings 
of the univer ali tic, prophetic interpretation of Jue.bi m, as outlined by 
Einhorn, I lirsch, cigcr, I foldhcim, Isaa M. Wi e and Kaufmann Kohler. 

I aac M. ~ i e rated d1.1t "the Pittsburgh pl.1tform of principle w ts 
the Jewish-American Dcclar:1tion of Indepcnden e." Following that par.1 -
lei, the triumph of these principle cmb died in the "Ba,;ic Principles" of 
Beth Israel at the o ember 23rd, 1943, meeting f the congregation, nuy 
well be called the "Battle of ctty burg." A'i that battle in 1863 avcd the 
Union, it i5 our hope that our action in regard to the principle and the 
resolutions in 1943 may also ~.1Ve two other "union "-the nion of 
American I febr w ongreg.1tions and the Hebrew Union College. We have 
undoubtedly awakened the American of Jewish faith, who believe in 
American Reform Judai'im, to the trend~, policies and acts chat, in our 
judgment, threaten the influence, the pre tige, nay, the very life itself 
of American Reform Judaism. 

Re.J>cclfull subm,lled, / 

bairman. 



RITUAL 

r r, rR ·o B ARD 01 TR 

ongreg,1tion Beth I racl, 

Houston, Texa'i. 

Gc11tlr111c11: 

TLL, 

AND 

The Committee on Ritu.11 ,ind Mu ic ha 

MUS IC 

served in an advisory c,1p,1cit). \\'.'e wish to report that, 

for the year 1943-1944, the Committee wa delegated 
authority and took rc,;ponsibiliq for ,111 of the details in 

connection v:ith the joint ceremony honoring R,1bbi 
Barn ton and Rabbi chachtcl on the evening of 1o, em

ber 12th, 1943. ~ e have heretofore tendered to the 

Congregation, for its archives, .1 cop) of the printed 

progr.1m for that evening, igned by all of those who 

particip.1ted. 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

t the suggestion of R.1bb1 Scluchtcl, hiday evening 

sen ices include the lighting of abbath crndb b) J 

member of the Temple istcrhood and the Kiddush cere

mony, ble.,sing the cup of wine, b ' the Rabbi. 

The ommittcc lus attempted to honor fathen of 

men in the armed services, by in\'iting them to it on 

the pulpit when their som could be pre cnt to receive 

the R,1bbinic.il blcs.,ing, which ha., become ,1 pan of our 
prc\cn t '>crv ice<,. 

The Temple Brotherhood rook charg of <,eni e dur
ing the ye,1r when R.1bbi were on leave. The Brother

hood provided L1y readers .rnd lecturer<, from among it s 
member<, ,1nd member<, of the 'ongrcgation, who Yolun

tccrcd their -,crviccs, rnd we feel th.it chi., rganintion 

,llld .di who p.1rticip.ttcd ,1rc entitled to the grateful 
th.ink., of the Congreg.uion. 

1cmbcr., of the Youth hoir contributed their en -

This ommittcc was empowered to, ,ind did, ccure 

Rabbi aul B. Appelbaum, who erved the Congrcg,1tion 

a a sistant to Rabbi Barn ton for the period eptcmbcr 

15th, 1943, to ' ovember l t, 1943. 
l,l 0 . ~. C I JI 1 ice., on Friday nights during the last ummer and pro

,·idcd ,1 Choir on uml.ty morning~ from October 17th, 
194 ,, through .J.rnu,1ry 2nd, 1944. This org.rnintion is ,1!~0 entitled to the 
commcnd.ttion .rnd th,rnk., of the ,ongrcgation. 

La t year, your ommittce on Ritual and ~hts1c nude ccn,un re om 
mendations which the Board ,1w fit to accept and, on a tri,il b,1<i1s, <,en ices 

"ere held on various day and .1t various houn during this yeM. und,1) 
rorum Religiou ervices were conducted on und,I) mornrngs for the 

period J.111uar) -March 1944. 
This ommittee no,-v recommends that the Forum crvicc'i be held on 

\X' ednesday e, enings at 8: l 5, during the coming ongrcgation,11 yc,u .rnd 

for the period ' ovember-April. This recommendation i made in the hope 

that more member'> of the ongregation will be able to J\'ail thcmsches 

of a Temple program which, in addition to providing brief mid - \\ eek 

prayers, will provide a culturally interc ting and informati, c sympo<,ium. 
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The budget of the Committee on Riru,11 and ~lmic w,1., exceeded this 

) car. Thi., wa<, due, however, to the in · re.i.,cd number of service con

ducted .111d the spcci,11 occasiom provided for during the year. 

Rc'>pectf ully submitted, 

hair111t111. 

' 



CONGREGATIONAL 
EDER-194/4 

'mler held .tt Abe ,\1. le,, 

\lemon.ti ( ommunil) l 1.111 on 

1\p ril ~. 19-H. The lull w.1, 

tilbl to c .1 p .1 c i l). R .1bbi 

"icl1.1clnel pre,itbl, .ind Olli -

1.er, .rnd \!ember, of the 

Bo .t rd p.1rti1.ip.tted in the 

re.1di11 ,i,: of the )l'nice, .ind 

I' I l u.tl. 



INDUCTION 
The Ceremony of ovember 12, 1943, commemorating the retirement 

of Dr. Henry Barn ton a Emeritu and the indu tion of Hyman Judah 
chachtel a hie£ Rabbi of Congregation Beth I rael wa unique in the 

annal of our own community a well a in the hi tory of the Jewi h 
community of the outh. 

For forty-four year the elder Rabbi had occupied the ame pulpit and 

those who could recall hi coming to Hou ton and to Beth I rael were few 

indeed. Then, too, hi impressive withdrawal from a tive duty, amid t 
the acclaim not only of hi own congregant but al o that of the leaders 

of the local clergy of all denomination , was an un ommon event that 

will be remembered throughout the live of all who hared in the fe tivities 
of the occa ion. 

It wa most a uredly a ource of self- ati faction to Dr. Barn ton to 

ob erve the sincerity and emotion with which the tribute to hi accom
plishment and attainment in the community were e pre ed by hi 

colleague , Reverend Harry G. Knowle , Pa tor, Fir t Christian hurch, 

Reverend Paul W. Quillim, Pastor, Fir t Methodi t hurch; Bi hop Clin

ton . Quin of the Epi copal Dioce e of Texas; and Reverend harles L. 
King, Pastor, First Pre byterian Church, a well a by the lay participants 

in the Ceremony. In uch an atmo phere Dr. Barn ton wa u hered into 

hi retirement and a life of ease and comfort made po ible by the mag
nanimity of grateful co-religioni t , and to the accompaniment of the 
blessing of a host of friends from all walks of life. 

Rabbi chachtel must have experienced great per onal pride in the 
realization of the fact that from all available potential occupant of our 

pulpit, he was honored by the call from our di tingui hed Congregation; 

and then, too, in the call Rabbi chachtel had been advi ed unequivocally 

by a mo t discriminating ommittee repre enting the Board of Tru tee 
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of Beth I rael that of all per on onsidered a ucce sor to Dr. Barn ton, 
he was considered fir t and foremo t a the religioni t with the background, 

culture, ideal and experience nece ary to carry on ucces fully the tra-

dition of our ngregation. 

In con ideration of the fact that Beth Israel is the large t ongregation 
in the outh and i de tined to be ome one of the ranking ongregations 

of the nation, measured b an tandard , and mo t certain! in re pect 

to number of members and in relation to it chara ter of Ameri an Re
form leader hip, Rabbi chachtel could well beam with pride upon the 
occasion of his induction. 

Th depth of feeling and affection e pre ed in the innumerable me -
age of good wi he and ongratulation to Rabbi chachtel, and a read 

by the hairman of eremonie , gave evidence of the magnificent record 

made by Rabbi chachtel at West End ynagogue, ew York City. The 

chronicle of his achievement thu conveyed to the ongregation erved 

not only to reassure the new incumbent that he had come into our midst 

with the ble ing of tho e whom he had erved for twelve year , but al o 

to ub tantiate the magnificent recommendation that had accompanied 

the pre entation of hi go d name to the Member hip of the Congregation 

by the Board of T ru tee . 

The fir t notable impre ion made by Rabbi chachtel upon the oc

casion of hi induction ha been u tained and during the very few months 

it ha been our privilege to claim the new Rabbi a our own, he ha not 

onl imbued u with hi own ebullient pirit of progre ive reform, but 

ha inspired and encouraged us in our pur uit of the principles and policie , 

conceived of by u a inherent in American Reform Judai m, and a 

adopted b our Board of Tru tee prior to his a ceptance of our all. 



BETH ISRAEL HONORS 

RABBI HENRY BARNSTON 

AND 

ABBI HYMAN JUDAH SCHACHTEL 

'I 

\ 

I \I ,1 

.. , 
,. ' ,,, .. , .... , 

Left to right, front row, 
Rabbi H y m a n J u d a h 
Schachtcl, R a b bi Henry 
Cohen, Dr. Henry Barn-
ton, Rabbi Alfred Barn
ton; ccond row, left to 

right, Dr. Charles L. King, 
Dr. Harry Knowles, Dr. 
Paul Quillian, Leopold L. 
Meyer, and Bishop Clinton 
S. Quin. 

" .. ... ' ........ " .. , __ 
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COMMUNAL ACTIVITIES 
AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
01 1 FR AND BoARD 01 TRu r 1 , ., , 

Congre ation Bech Israel, 
Hou ton, Tc a . 

GC'11tle111e11: 

Your ommittee i plea ed to report clue 
the year 1943-44 ha been an intcre'>ting one. 

very conceivable effort ha been made ro 
provide proper coverage on all c,·cnts of in
tere t, re ardle s of comparati, e impor
tance, but the publi icy in connection with 
the cremonies attendant upon the Retire- J. 11. B 111 R 
ment of Dr. Barn ton and the Induction f 
Rabbi hachtcl highlighted your mmittee\ acti, icy during the ye.tr. 

The new paper coverage on thi~ brilliant .tff.tir w,t'> c:-..cellent. In .111, in 
exce s of ten thou and lines were devoted to chi'> imp re .me fun · tion, in 
the Hou ton paper . 11 local news release were ,1ccomp.tnied by picture 
of the prin ipal involved, and torie concerning this e\'cnt were relea'>ed 
to wire ervicc , a well as to the out randing Jcwi'>h publications through 
out the United tatcs. 

The Communal Activities and Public Relacion ommittee i'> plea.,ed 
with th1 opportunity to acknowledge the wondcrf ul ooper.uion ac 
Lorded by the three local daily newspapen, and to c,tend it grateful 
thanks to them. 

Re pectfully submitted, 

ha1rma11. 

70 

SPECIAL TEMPLE FUND 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

O111C1R'i =',I) BO\RDOI TR ',Ill' 

ongrcgation Beth I racl 
J lou ton, Tex.ts. 
Gc11/ft.111c11: 

Tc i the pccial Temple Fund ommit -
tee' plea urc to advi c chat thu far in the 
drive for a 150,000.00 "'\ ork Pile" fund 
we ha, e met with .1 re .1dy appreci.ttion of 
the need ,tnd wisdom of raising such ,1 fund. 

The fund has now reached the tot.ti c,um 
of • 41,270.00, ,ubscribed by only 77 donor<, 
thm far onta ted. 

Viewed from the st.indpoint of the length 
of time that the matter ha been under dic, 
· us ion and the ommittee in e,i,tence, it might c,eem tl1.1t the remits thu 
far obc.1ined .ire dis,1ppointing. When, howe, er, it i con5idcrcd that th e 

ommittee wa, not full ' org,tni?Cd and chat the drive was not under wav 
until the middle of December, the bmiesc c,e.1,011 of the year f r oli ito; 
,tnd olicitcd alike; and that your ommittcc in the int.erim encountered 
competition in the form of a evcntecn billion dollar overnment Lo.111, a 
Red ros Drive, .1nd a United Jcwi h ,.11npaign, the remit is gratif 1 ing. 

Your ommittec is at work mapping out ,1 campaign oli itacion that it 
hope will nuke it po c,ible for it to report, .It .rn c.1rly d.ttc, the uccc-,stul 
conclu ion of the dri\'e. 

We aid at the outr.cr of the ampa1gn, " It can be done! It should be done!" ~ e now add, " It will be done!" 

Rc\pectfully ubmitted, 

hairmt111. 



AINTENANCE OF BUILDING AN D 
GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT 

01 I I( JR~ D BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 
ongrlgation Beth Israel , 

Houston, Texas. 

,eutl men: 
I a 1 ubmitting herein my report of the year's expenditures for the 

.\faint nance of Building and Grounds during the year 194 3-44. 
budget of 3,500.00 wa et up for the purpo e of thi ommmee, 

whKh budget ha been exceeded by 73 9 .91. The ex e expenditure 
ref rred co came about as a re ult of the rearrangement of the ongre
~at1on\ Executive Offices and of the Rabbi' study, both lo aced in the 
Ab 1 Levy Memorial Community Hall, in addition to other mi~cel 
laneou minor repairs. 

he total amount expended wa 5,165.91. From chi amount mu t be 
Jedu tt.:d two item : (I) Storm-in urance recovery of 676.00; and (2) 

25 00 intere t received from the beque t of Mis Harriet Levy. By 
Jed cting the two above amount , the net di bur ement are redu cd to 
4 9. 91. 

, h rst glanc , it would appear that the e e penditure were e ces i e, 
bu hen the nature of the improvements which were made in the Abe 
,\1 'e, y Memorial Community Hall, and the effe tivene thereof, are 
ta into consideration, your Committee i of the opinion that th money 
" H stcd rather than pent. 

r Committee i reque ting that an amount of not le than. ~,500.00 
b , I uded in the 1944-4 5 Budget, in order that the Butld1?~ and 
G 1d may be maintained, as u ual, in a highly atisfactor cond1 10~. 

i h to take this opportunity to thank the members of my ~mmittee 
h 1r cooperation, and to make pecial mention of the plend1d effort 

11 bors put forth by Mr. Albert Meyer on. 

Respe tfully sttbmitted, 

Chairman . 
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ACTIVITIES AND USES OF BUILDINGS 
A ND GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT 

01 11u R~ ANO BoARD or TRt.,'> 111 , , 

on •rcgacion Beth I racl, 
Homcon, Tc as. 
Gt'nllrmen : 

The Committee on J\cu, 1t1C'> ,111d ,c, of Build111.1~, .111d (,round, t.1kc, 
ple.1mre in .1<lvi.,ing ) ou th.ll Abe ~1. I l'\, \frmori.d ( ommunit, I l.111 \\ ,I\ 
u'>ed 246 time, for nuior nent,, det.uled ,1' follmn : 

2 17 Meeting, 
3 Reccptiom 

13 Lun heom 
1 Tea 
6 Book Review<, 
1 h.inuk:ih P.1rt\ 

Brother hood I ).1 m c 
Pur im P.1rt \ 
( hildren' Seder 
Congreg.ttion.tl eder 

onf1rm.1nt,' D.rnce 

The I fall w,1<, med on the J l1gh I lo lid .ty'> to Jccommod,tte .1 l.1rge o, er
flow of wonhipers, with ,t ,peci.tl R,1bbi .ind ( lwir. It \\ .1, .11,o ll\ed for 
5everal occ.t'>i ns of other dun .1 rcligiou'> 11.1ture, n.1mely, ,t ,\1other\ D.1y 
Progr,tm, ,1 pcci.11 \1eeting, Jnd ,1 Wedding. 

By compari~on with normal ·e.tr,, the foregoing reflect, no ren1.1rk.1ble 
record for us.1ge; but everything comidcred, the <,ervice rl'cord i, r.tther 
impre<,<,ive. _ 

Lt t yeJr, l.1ck of Jdequ.tte help m,tdc it nece'>\,ll")' to re,tnct th~ w,e of 
our Llcilicie'> to one night e.1c h week, Jnd we lu ve h.td to cont111uc to 
opcr.tte m chis manner. • c hnd v hen th 1, rule 1, rcl.1xed, it ,., .1h J}, 
at the expense of badly nccc.lec.l ,1ttention to the Building, and Grounch 
which annot be currently provided. It i,, therefore, your ( ommittec' 
convi tion chat the be\t intcre t of the ongreg.1tion will be <,erved b .1 
continuance of the "one nigh .t week" rule. 

Your mmiccee deems it .1 privilege .ind a plea ure to crvc the Con 
gregation. 

Respect/ ully rnb1111ttcd, 

hairma11. 



EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS 
I R TD BOARD F TR T 

ongre ation Beth I rael, 
Hou ton, Te a . 

Gentlemen: 

The pa t year' · opera non of the Rcligiou chool ha been fraught with 
diffi ultie attendant upon the wartime icuation and ,1 number of lunges, 
in ludin that of Rabbi, unda) chool upcrintendent and a number of 
member of the taff. The nlar ement of the Temple offi e .11 o made 
ne e ary ome alter d arrangement in the housing of the '>Choo! la, e . 

u11firmalm11 lass of I 944 
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SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPORT 
nder th ir um tan e , it i gen rail ' felt that creditable ork ha 

been , ompli hed and , c are parti · ularl) obligated t Rabbi hachtel 
and t Mr. Jerom Meyer, who a umed the dutic this ear a uperinrend
ent of the abbath ch I. T them and the members of our omm1ttce, 
a well as to the Faculty, who ha vc bborcd diligent! ' for the upbuilding of 
our chool, we expres our incere appreci.1tion. 

in e January 1, 1944, our chool ha · pera red on .1 new '>chedulc, 
g1 ing u weekly e ion which total two and one-half houn, and while 
there arc certain pha c of thi yet to be improved upon, it i our nv1 c1on 
th.u the additional time av.1iL1ble for instru cion will ultimate! re ult in 
.111 improvement of our .1lre.1d ' high cane.lard. 

An unwarr,111ted ,1mount of confu ion has attended speci,11 .1dv.1nce
ment of cert.tin <,tudent, into the onfirmation bss, with penni'ision to 
,kip the Pre-Confirmation l.w, due to the fa c that a tudent might 
ocherwi e be confirmed from the ,1bbath ch ol and gradu.ue I from 
public I ligh chool in che s.1me term or pos.,ibly involving the prospect 
of .1 tudent going aw.1y to college. uch ,peci,11 .1dv.1ncement'> will be di,
countcn.111ced in the f mure. 

The recent organi;,,nion of .1 P.1rent - e.ichcn 1\v)oci.nion h,t'> b.:en 
effected. Thi, organi;,.1Cion will crve ,l'> .111 advisory body to cooper.He 
with the Religiou chool ommittee and che , uff. Our experience in 
dic.ues that it is not po sible for m co increase the '>t.rnding of the ,chool, 
to improve its decorum or to achieve the end which we seek unlc we 
h.1v a higher degree of • per.Hi n and ,1'> i tan c from the p.1rcnrs of 

ur abb.nh h ol children. 

It i our purpo e durin, the ummer to build up a · urriculum, u mg 



iproved text, where .w,1ilable, and co ,tugment our t.tfT for the coming 

tr. fcmber~ of our ongregation having the apac1t to te.1ch in our 

thb.nh hool mu t permit u co avail our el e of their er\'i e\. ~ e feel 

i not rea onable to let every other form of civi acti\'ity interfere with 

ne\ capa icy for er i e to our abbath hool hildren. 

The prim purpo e of our Rcligiou hool is to impart the proper 

pmtua l, ultural and religiou con ept t the hildren of our member~, 
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.111d our rrn:m ber, ,hou Id cert.tin I~ .1cco rd the ,clwol even t:ooper.1 tton, 

which c.111 be,t be done lw thnr own pre ept .rnd cx.tmplc. 

/{c , /ice If ull) rnb ,,,,11 eel, 

hair111a11. 



CEMETERY COMMITTEE REPORT 
OFFICER A 'D BOARD OF TR TEE , 

Congregation Beth I rael, 
Hou ton, T exa . 

Gentlemen: 

It i our plea ure to ubmit to you our nnual Report on the tate of 
our Cemetery and Mausoleum. 

ince our la t Annual Report, ale of rypt in the Mausoleum amount
ed to 4,500.00; the ale of one lot and four graves in the Cemetery 
amounted to 1,800.00; making the total sale for Crypt and Lots, 

6,300.00. For the ame period we old Perpetual are Contract for two 
Lot in the emetery in the um of 5 00.00 each, making the grand total 
of ca h receipt from ale , 7,300.00. 

The Perpetual arc Fund ha now reached the total of 22,500.00, 
while our obligation on the Mau oleum has been redu cd to 9,000.00. 

c arc faced with the problem of rapid exhau tion of pace in the 
Mau olcum a well a in the Cemetery. 

In the cmctcry, we have left only one full lot, one half-lot, and about 
twenty inglc grave in variou location . . 

In the Mau olcum, the situation is practically the same. Our inventory 
how that in the hapel we have only five Crypts for family u c and 

eight inglc rypt ; in the orridor , twenty-eight double rypt , nine 
ingle rypt , and five private room , three of which arc in the hapel, 

and one in ca h of the two orridor . 
It i our recommendation to the member of our ongrcgation who 

have not yet made provi ion for their final re ting place, that the give 
the matter early and earnc t con idcration, o that they may make a choi e 
of pace while there is till a fairly wide range of locations_ available. . 

It i our further recommendation to the Board that 1t start planning 
immediately for an additional unit to our Mau oleum, a originally con
templated when the Mau oleum wa built. Thi unit hould be added as 
oon as the war is over and we are able to do o out of fund that are 

now being rai ed, or whi h may be available from contri_bution or loans 
at a later date, for improvement to our Temple propert1e generall . 
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We ubmit and recommend for adoptiol" the 
new fi cal year: 

Wage 
Maintenance Expense 
Reduction of Obligation 
Intere t on Obligation 

following Budget for the 

3,250.00 
800.00 

1,500.00 
270.00 

5,820.00 

You hould know that emetery dues assessed for upkeep purpo es 
amount to only 1,900.00 a year. Income from pa t due i between 
$400.00 and 5 00.00 a year, thu giving u a total income from due of 
about 2,400.00 a year. 

alarie and maintenance expcn e at the pre ent time amount to 4,-
000.00 a year. learly, income i running hort of expenditure between 

1,500.00 and 1,600.00 a year. It i for this rea n that we mu t urge 
the Board of the ongrcga tion to provide in the 1944-4 5 Budget of the 

ongrcgation for the um of 1,500.00 to uh idize upkeep of the Ceme
tery for the en uing year. Until uch time a the income from our Per
petual Care ·und will be ufficient to cover maintenance of the emetery, 
thi will be nc c sary. 

W c have been able to keep our employment ituation fairly well in 
hand, and our cmetcry and Mau olcum are kept up in e cellent ondition, 
for which a great deal of credit mu t go to the ladie on the ornrnittcc, 
c pecially Mrs. J. H. Butler and Mr . Loui ilver. We wi h to take thi 
occa ion to thank them a well a Mr. Ike L. Freed, the Vice- hairrnan, 
for their plendid aid in the management of our emetery during the 
pa t year. 

Re pectf ull submitted, 

bairma11. 



BE TH ISRAEL MAUSOLEUM 
h ('( "'" Ill I 9 > 9 

It "Jcwi,h in impir.nion, c,en1tio11 .rnd ,1dm11mtr,llio11, .rnd ded 
Jl ,ttcd to the lfoch.1rge of one of the mmt .111cient .ind ,.1crcd obli 
g,1t 1om of our people. 

Ihc .1rchicecture ic, in ,1ccord.1nce with the be,c Jcwi,h tr.ulition . 
It t'> h.111dsom;!I)' finished in marb'.e in plc.,.,ingly blended hue,. 

t.11 11ed glas windows light the large airy corridors. The high ,m
pcnded ceiling has been given unusual tre,Hment; the lighting 
.1rr.111gc ment i mo t unique. The constrn ·cion i, of reinforced con-

retc, gr.mite and marble. [mpres ive ac, co eAterior-,111d with c,·er) 
modern interior feature that makes for convenience, comfort .ind 
cheerf ulnes, for vi~iting friemh and relative'> of che dep,1rted- tl11, 
111.1g ni1icent c,anctu.1ry is deeply expre ive of the lullowed purpme 
for which it i, designed. 

I 11 due rime the M,lllsoleum, according to the origin.ti pl.tn'>, will 
be l"n l.trged by the addition of two pa ioll'> wing, wlrn:h will not 
onh· meet the practical need, of the ongreg,1t1on but ,, di contnh
Ull' not.1bh to the n1.1gnificence of this alre.1 ' 1mpo,rng re,ttng pl.ice. 

, , /i()11 of corridor .,bowi11g ~i11,~lc, co111 fw11io11 1111d do11hl,· er) /1! ., 

}~11/r,111a 1111cl nll'rior I icu• of Mt11/\ol,·11111 



REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
OFFICFRS ANO BOARD Ol· 

Congregation Bech Israel, 
Houston, Texas. 

Ge11tle111e11: 

TRUSTEFS, 

The exhaustive message of the President and reports of the 
Treasurer and Chairmen of the Various Committees are so 
complete as a picture of a highly successful year that it would 
seem chat there is little or no comment required of me. Yet, 
just what made success po siblc in chis most unusual year 
docs not readily appear in type. 

an index in appraising the value of a member. In this regard 
we have in this pa t ten months an exceptionally fine record, 
achieved by the simple and dignified method of che issuance 
of monthly tatcments. The following figures tell the story 
most effectively: 

On July 5, 1943, the beginning of the prc,ent fi,-:al year 
Due, rccci v.iblc amounted w 
Up to Jnd induding April _lO, 1944 
Due, from new member, 
Volunury in-:rca,c in due, 

f~Vl'.11 LIC 

Net due, rccciv.1blc 
Collen ion, to April I .. 

$3,844.00 
791.60 4,635.60 

i, 5 I, I 89. l 0 

i 3,225.8 1 

47,% .l.47 
4 i ,694.67 

B.1lance Out~t.111ding 2,268.80 

The most significant contributing factor in this scory I 
believe to be the extraordinary ;1bi'.ities, courage, boundlesf> 
energy, love of the religion and its sanctuary, and devout 
devotion to the discharge of responsibility to these ideals and 
institutions, on the part of Mr. Leopold L. Meyer, the Presi
dent, and tl-:c Officers and Trustees of the Congregation. 

In the 10 months from July to April of our current year, 
the Officers and Board met in 16 separate meetings, 10 of 

C. M. WUNDER.MA 
Jc may be expected that wich remittances for May an<l 

June, chis balance will be further reduced to set an all time 
minimum for dues carried over. 

E.\ecutiue Secrefilry 

which were regular meetings and 6 of which were special meetings. The 
average percentage of Board members in attendance at Board meetings 
during the year was exceedingly high, and 100 per cent attendance was 
not at all an uncommon occurrence. 

In attempting to estimate the labors of the Officers and Trustees it 
should be taken into account that one of them is Chairman of each of the 
13 standing committees, and that from 1 co 4 of them are on each of the 
13 st:rnding committees. 

Another notewo!"thy factor to be taken into account in appraising the 
year' accomplishments i the e,unestne and zeal with which the 84 mem
bers of che Congregation, och~r than Eoard members, accepted and dis
charged their committee assignments. 

Tribute should be paid to the high intelligence and character gen
erally of the ladies and gentlemen forming the membership body as .1 

whole. To the Executive Secretary, charged with the duty of collecting 
dues and meeting the Congregation's financial obligation as they mature, 
due paying habits of members is naturally an important comideration as 
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Sincere appreciation must be expressed for the services of the loyal, 
able and efficient office staff of the Congregation, Mrs. Rose Brilling, Mrs. 
A. S. Baer and Mrs. Irving Gross. The care of buildings and grounds, as 
for more than thirty years, wa in charge of capable and faithful George 
Fields and his assistants. 

I wi h to emphasi7e chat l greatly appreciated the cooper.1tion accorded 
me chis past year by che Rabbis, che President, Mr. Leopold L. Meyer, hi~ 
secretary, Mrs. Alice Hatcher Baraz, and by Mr. Robert Barrete of the 
Rein Company for his patience and invaluable aid rendered in connection 
with che lay-out and the arrangement of the annual. 

R1·s/)('c/ f 11/1)1 s11/n11illl'd, 

F, .\·t•culii •e Sene/(lr)'. 



Office of R.ilbbi c/.J"c/J/cf 

< J/j,, ,. of 11,, . I,,.,,,,,,,. \,·,'"'"'I 

• \ I ,11/ \, ·, ,, lt11) u/ < ) 1(,, ,. u/ , "'' ' I \ ., rl'l,11) to 
( 

1

· ,, ,, ,, , ,,1111011 ""' ( o ,.., ,.., I 
Ra/JI,, \, hc1, ht,. 



HARRIET LEVY 

BL M. LEVY 

1f 011gregat10n Beth br,1cl has ,ntained the unu<,u,11, it, pl.ice in the 

sun mu c be ,lttributed co the character of ,ervice-labor of love-dili 

gently rendered b:, our co-religioni,cs, Board member, ,1s well ,l'> r.111k .me.I 

tile, throughout Beth lsr.1cl's impre. sive history. 

\\ e ,ire glad for chis opportunity co o.press ,1 word of gr.nicude for the 

comcructiYe sen·ice rendered in years gone by, on behalf of the Congre

g.nion, by <,uch good men as .1111 Lewis, Emil Lipper, Jules I lir ch, h)i:-.. 

l lalff, Loui, ~L Rich, Henry Fo:\., olomon Rosenfield, Hyman Prince, 

Judge I lcnry J. D.111nenb.1um, k1dore Hirsch, ol. M. olm.111, Leon ,1nd 

Jon ,1s I e,), ~1. 1 '. D.n id on, Ben A her, hades D. \"'v' olf, and ol 

Schoenmann. Innumerable ochers could well be named. 
le is, however, '>Omewlut di,.1ppointing to note how few per ons within 

our Congreg.nion h,1, e been moved over the ye,1r co di charge more than 

the simple oblig.nion of membership, fi111111ci,,I/_). This f.1ct i not to be 
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I IASKEL LEVY 

.1ccou11tcd for by neg.Hive influence-. <,uch .1, .1p.1thy tow.1rd') Congrcg.1-

tion.d ,1ffairs, uncharit,1bleness, .111d so on; it is perh.1ps ch.1rge.1ble more 

accurately to the failure of persons qu.1litied for the ,l'>'>ignment, to ,irouse 

within tho,e f.1vored with ,111 ,1bund.rncc of 111.lleri.11 \\'e.dth, .111 .1ppreci.1tion 

of the proportions of the happines th.n would emue for them from inve<,t 

ing .1 slure of their me.1m in tho. e loc,11 in~citution<,, dedic.ited to the en

lightenment .ind improvement of their co- religioni'lts. 

The one outstanding e:\Jmple of devotion co Bech lsr.1el spiritu,1lly .1 

well as m.1tcri,1lly is embodied in the Levy F.imily. 

Jc is very prob.1ble that over the p.1st twenty ye.U"s che thought l1.1s been 

recurrent in the mind of some one or .1nothcr of the older members of the 

Congreg,nion that a formal memori.dintion of the bcncf.1ctiol1', of the 

Levys would be in order. Despite the f.1ct th.n such did not come co p.1%, 

there l1.1s never been ,111) quc tion .1s to the degree of the .1pprc1.:i.1tion in the 



he.1rt, of our co-rcligioni t for the innumerable contribution, nude b) tlw 
ll, ~'> to the community at L1rgc-in public senice .1, ,,ell ,l\ by the 
tin.111ci.d support of worthy civic, cultural, wclf.1re .111d cluriublc in,l 1 
lut1<>n,-.1nd as a result of which much good h.1, redounded upon the 
Jt , of Houston as a whole. h1rchermore, there is no doubt th.n .111 \\ ho 
1.1,e wcmhipped in Temple Beth lsr.1el and h.1ve enjoyed its f.iciliue,, h.1\C 
bcrn .it lc.1<,t subconsciomly mindful of the fact th.n the ground upon 
"hich th.a Temple sunds was the gift of Messrs. Abe .ind 11.1,kel .111d ,\Ii,, 
If 1rriet Le, y; .111d that "Miss [ farrier" and "7\[r. l l.1skel" ,upplicd thl' 
I unds for the construction of the Abe ~[. Levy ~kmori.11 ( ommunit ,. 
I I.ill, .ind that fiss Harriet, the bst surviving member of her i.1111il\', .1, 
'er fin.ii gr.1cious act, left : 10,000.00 for the m.1inten.111ce of tht· ( om 
, rnn ity I-fall. 

The Community ] louse, as thi., tructurc i affection.ucly referred to, 
tn ing more particularly for the accommodation of the Religious ',chool, 
lt hough dedicated in the name of one of the beloved brothers, w.1, con 

, ed of and contemplated more generally as .1 Memori.11 to .ill the dcp.1n 
' 1 members of the family whose names arc inscribed upon the dedic.Hion 

I 1que: Morris l l. Levy, J\dclcn.1 J. Levy, Isaac . l e,·y, 1\be \1. le,~ , 
11.'o Le,·y, Joseph Levy, F.rnny L. Goldn1.1n, Hym.111 Le, y. 

In deference to the nvo members of the Levy Family "hum we th.111k 
or the ommunity Hou e e pecially, it mu t b:.! observed tlut the gif l 

;v :1s visualized more particularly as an answer to a definite need of the 
ongrega tion than a a monument to their dear one and to them elve . 

f he gift it elf must be appraised in relation to the practical purpose it 
15 erved, namely, to make available for our children a pleasant environ
mt for the tudy of the tenets of their faith and a center for social and 
,ltura l contacts for our young ter and teen-ager . Ir nuy be re.1\011.ibl} 
111c ludcd chat without the Abe M. Levy Memorial Community I I.iii, 
ong regation Bech J racl might not have att;tincd it\ present proportiom 

1llmber or in influence, and accordingly we vouch~.if e ,l'> a remem -
111ce to those who e benevol~nce we have enjoyed, the pre\erv.1tion of 

I >~e ideals to which their services and beque t were consecrated. 
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At this p.1rticul.ir l1111l' thnc 1, undn \\ ,l\ ., l.1111p.1ign for funds rl' 
qu1red for thl' l'nl.1rgeml'nt ,111d impn}\ ernt·nt ol thl· ( 011grl'g,1tio11\ prop
crlll's .1, tkl'ml'd lll'l'l'\\,lf"\ for th.._• .1tco111111ml.1tio11 of the rt·lig1ous .ind 
cultur.d .Hh ,lllll'lllt'lll of our n l'r gro\\ 111g llll'llllwr,hip. Th" t 1rcum,t.1nu· 
h.1, impirl'd tlm tr1hutl' l<> Bl't h l,r.1L·I\ prt· L'llllllL'llt hl'nl'I .lt tors of bk\\l'd 
lllt'nH>I'\, \\1th thl' hope th.ll 11 "ill .t\\,1kt·11 \\1th111 thl' hl'.1rt, of tho ,L' 
111c111lwr, of thl' ( ongrc~.1t1011 lin.111c1.ill) .1hlc to do ,o, thL· dl'sirl' to 
l'mul.lll' thl' l' \.1111plc of theft·,,, .111d l<> ,h.1rl' \\1th thl'm, 111 tht· luturL', 
till' ,1ntl'rl' tl1.111k, .111d .llfL't t1011.l't' rl'g.1rd not 11111, ol tl111,L' of d1l'II o\\ n 
congreg.ition but of thl' L hildrL'll \ l't 10 tOlllt' "ho \\ ill lw hL·1wlitl'd h, 
thl'1r 111.1gn.1111it \. 

\l.1, (,ml hie.,., thl' mt·mon of thl' IL'\\ 1.11111h for thl' 1whdit, of thl'i1· 
dl'l'd,, .111d "\\liml' \l'Sll'rd.1,, look h.1d,\\ ,1rd \\ith .1 \llllll'." 

,\Bl \1. 11 · \'Y \II \IORl 1\I < O .\I.\.IL1'\ ITY I L\11 
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of 011/y i11 our thoughts but 
11po11 our hearts arc e11gravcd fl](' 

11a111 es of tho e loyal and jJatriotic 
Am<'rica11s- lhe so11.,, brothers, bu. -
ba11ds a11d . 1 ectheart. of members of 
Beth lsrtu'l-u ho, brat ely a11d con r
ageously are sen! i11g i11 the arm('d 
forces of 011 r hrlot•cd Con 11/ry. 

These 111c11, who haz•e ho11ored the 
Golde11 Boo!?.. with their good 11am s, 
shall e er/a ti11gly merit our tha11k. 
and gratitude for their un elf b de
votion to duty, a11d their deed. of 
valor shall be recorded for emulatio11 
by future ge11eratio11s and as an 
abundant source of pride a11d glory 
lo our Co11gregatio11. For those who 
have 111ade the s11Jneme sarrifice
Asher, Bloom a11d Straus-we bow 
our head for a moment of ile11t 
prayer, all(! upo11 them a11d their 
dear 011es i11uoke the fauor of God' 
choice t blessing . 

•• l • t J I(,~, I. 
t . t ' 
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IT. OL~l 1 R. 1 H R 

I l. A,her wa, killed in .inion on cp 

rnhcr 6, 1943, in the Europe.in w.ll' 

~ llre. I Ii, br.1Ve .1ccompli'lhment'> were 

og nil'ed .H recent ceremonie .lt Elling

" I ield, Te:-..a'>, where aw.1rd of the 1r 

\:d.d .1nd two Oak Le.tf clu,ten were 

l.\. pted on hi, bel1.1lf by hi, wife. 

1.T. W. ,\. Bl 00~1 . jR. 

I t. Bloom \\ .1, ,hot down o, er ( k 

cupied I r.tncc on 1 ' O\ ember 12 , 194 2. 

The ,upremc ,.1cnhce of thi, g.1ll.111t ,ol 

dier h.1\ been .tcknow ledged b) the po,t 

humom pre,ent.1tion of the Order of di e 

J>urpk I lc.tn to hi , ~1other. 

1 

I· l\'\I(,~ DAVID 11. \TR ,\ \, JR . 

I· mign )tr.tLI'> ,, ,1' kilk·d rn .11. t 1011 011 

\l.1 y 8, 1942, ,, hile 'l'I'\ in g .1 bo.1rd th l' 

. ). ). I n111gto11. In munor) of hi , 

un,elli,h de,otion to dut) , the . \ . \. 

\tr.ll1' ,, ,1' l.1u11ched ,It I lomton, Te, .1' , 

011 I kc. 1 I, I 94 L 



ABLO , ARL ., APT. 

ARO O , AR OLD B., LT. 

A HER, OLMA R., LT. 

BA KRA K, HAROLD, CDT. 

BAR TO , JACK D., LT. 

BE KER, GAL VI MA YO, DT. 

BE DIX, LE TER D., PVT. 

BERLOWITZ, J. 0., JR., LT. 

BLA KFIELD, HARRY A., PVT. 

BLA KFIELD, JACK, LT. 

BLO K, HELTO , . 2/c 

BLO TEI , DA YID, LT. 

BLO TEI , LEO , . 2/ 

BLOOM, MA UEL G., LT. 

BLOOM, WM. A., JR., LT. 

BLUM, TA LEY, JR. , PVT. 

BLUME THAL, ORMA A., PVT. 

BRE LER, HOWARD G., E SIG 

BRIER, HE RY A., LT. 

BROOK , DAVID GEO. , 1/c 

BUTLER, MYRO JA K, E IG 

APLOVITZ, OLEMA D., .T. 

LARKE, ROBERT, .P.O. 1/c 

OGE , WM. ., LT. 

OHE , HE TER, MAJ. 

OHE , HYMA , A/ P . 

OH • , MEL VI D., MAJ . 

OHE , LOUI , GT. 

OHE , MIL TO H., PVT. 

COHE , RAYMO D, CAPT. 

COH , HAROLD, PVT. 

ORMA , JO EPH, LT. 

DE E BERG, HE RY, LT. 

DOUG LA , BERT, LT. 

EP TEI , BE , LT. 

EP TEI , GUS, PVT. 

EP TEI , ROBERT A., LT. 

H GER, LEO ARD Z., LT. 

FINKEL TEI , BE ETT, PVT. 

Fl KEL TEI , JO · T. , PVT. 
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FI llMA , RAYMO D ., LT. 

FRA HTMA , HIR H, LT. OL. 

FRA K, IMO , CORP. 

FRA KU , ROBERT, PVT. 

FRED, HARRY, PVT. 

FREEMA , JO EPH M., EN IG 

l;REU DLI H, HARLE G., APT. 

FREU DLI H , THO ., JR. , Pf . 

FRIEDMA , LLOYD K. , PVT. 

FRO H, A. L. , Y. 3/c 

FRU HT, SI ., PVT. 

GABERT, L. M., CAPT. 

GARDNER, IR VI B., APT. 

GATE , JOH J., LT. OL. 

ETZ, MURREY, PVT. 

GETZ, PHILLIP, PVT. 

GOLDING, BER ARD M., PVT. 

OLDMA , HARRI , PVT. 

LD TEI , ABE E., DT. 

Uc(:c,1 c<l 



, R , HARRY B., MAJ. 

GRFE FIELD, DA YID, P 

HERMA , ARL J., JR., .K. 1/ c 

HE , ARL M., LT. 

HIR HFIELD, B RT ., PVT. 

HTR HFJfLD, HO ARD A., P T. 

1 TOFFMA , HE R ., LT. J.G. 

HOL TEI , RI I JARD H ., LT. 

H WEL , HERBERT R., PVT. 

JA OB, MATTHEW, OT. 

JA OB, LOUJ K., LT. 

JO E , DAVID A., PVT. 

JO EPH, ALBERT J., PVT. 

JURAN, DA I M/S 

KAH , ROBERT I., CAPT. 

KAPLAN, CHARLES I., A/S 

KAPNER, CHARLES M., JR., A/ 

KAUFMA , ALBERT A., LT. OL. 

KAY, BER ARD, PVT. 

KE LER, PAUL A., T . 

KLEI , EDWARD J., LT. 

KLEI , PERRY, APT. 

KLEI MA , M., GT. 

I\OR 1·1 I D, MO',I <; M., fl\' r. 
I\OT rw1 rz. RI(.,( I n. Pl< . 

!\RAJ( WI R, R 111 R I., ~ le 

I\R I\OWI R, JO I Pl I, <Dr. 

I A I\ , . I., Pf. 

!ADI ,J·R l\ , P\'I . 

IADI , \IA, IT. 

1 ADI , srn I Y, < DT. 

LA DA, I \I., JR ., ( ORP. 

U , AD )I Pf I, ( DT. 

tr KY, HE RY A. , PVT. 

LEVI E, LEO A., LT. 

LEVIT, MILTO I M/ 

LEVY, BE M., GT. 

LEVY, DAVID J. , CAPT. 

L VY, HERBERT E., JR., LT. (Missing) 

LE Y, TR I , PVT. 

U VY, J I TA H., PVT. 

U .VY, Ml HEL F., APT. 

LI VY, 1YER ., . 2/ 

LEWY , OBIF, LT. 

UEOEKER , LOUT L, MAJ. 

I OI II , I> W' I< ol I r II .. < I >'I' . 

I 01 ',I R, JOI , JR ., < .(,. 

101'-IIR , I fl , \ . 0. [. 1/ c 

I OJ c, 1 R, \\'. . 1.. . i\l. J\ t. 1 
1 
l 

\I RI\S, 1A Y ARI> I·., P\' ' I . 

\I YI R, \I RI< I , IR ., CI) I. 

\IIYIR, IA II Sl\11, 11 . 

Ml YI R, AR I I I R 1. , ( PT. 

\HYl· R, 11-ll A. , l'I . 

~ll· Yl· R, fASKl · R M., JR ., I-, 

i\11-YI· R ', , DAV(() , l\lAJ. 

Mil I FR, l I A., T. 

MILLER, AMU L, CAPT. 

MI CH , MEYER A., CDT. 

MORRI , JACK, PVT. 

MO K, FRED, PVT. 

TA HLA , OTTO, 1 T. 

ATIIA , IIART I· D., P T. 

, 0131 F, Bl· , JR ., P.I .( . 

, ', BA I, P. S. , ( RP. 

OPPI 111 IMI R, I DW RD, LT. 

Pl· RI.MA , WM., APT. 

PM HI R, IIARR Y, PVT. 



Pl I 111 R, JO",I Pl I B., P\' I . 

PIIII I IP'l , 111 l<YI. I I . 

RI( 11"1 R, IR \\ ' f;\;, P\' I . 

ROBI;\;",(.):'\, 'lll)i\:I Y A, IT. 
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WI r, LR , B. G., LT. 

WE THl:.I:\-1 R , AD LPH JO EPH, LT. 
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\X' I· 'TJITl\11 R, I. R . JR . I I . 
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Mrs. David H. lraus 
christens the destroyer e cort 
i es el named in honor of her 
late 011, Ensign David H. 

lraus, Jr. 

The l. \. ~- ",tr,111, bc,11, the 11,11111" of ,, .~111/1111t I lo11\t11111,111 u /}(J cl11 ·cl 111 
'" t1011 aboard ti}(• ,11rcraf t , ,nrit-r l,n111 .~ lo11 111 tlw /iallfi. oj the Coral \ca. 
The lrt1111 u ,1, !t11111< heel 11t Brou II V11J1ln11/d111 ,~ Co. }cm/1 011 Dec. l J, / 9./ l. 
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• 

A TRIBUTE TO OUR MEMBERS IN WAR ACTIVITIES 

Out tanding i the record of the 1ty of Hou ton in all bran he of 

home front cooperation with the ucces ful conduct of the ,1r. W c arc 

particularly proud of the contribution to Hou ton' magnificent record 

made by large number of our member hip. We could not po sibly name 

all tho e who, when called upon to serve, were not found wanting. Di -

tingui hed ervice have our member rendered to the Harri ounty 

Emergen y Blood Bank; the American Red ro ; Knitting, ewing and 

Production of urgical Dre ing ; ir t id; Fire Fighter ; Motor orp ; 

Auxiliary Police; Air Raid Warning y tern; Information enter; District 

Warden ; and Decontamination quad. In addition, our member have 

loyally purcha ed War Bonds and tamp ; helped in each drive to ell 

them; gave of their time and effort to crve the U , the Rationing Board 

and other imilar volunteer endeavor . 

We alute all tho e who have done, and are till doing, their part a 

patriotic citizen in a time of our country' great need. o prai e that we 

can bring to them can equal the ati faction in the heart of our people 

who o cheerfully live up to the obligation of citizen hip in a Democracy. 

Temple Beth I rael is the olde t Jewish Hou e of or hip in the rate of 

Texas. Our beloved Temple ha lived through all the great tate and na

tional crises of the pa t 8 8 year . ever has it failed to mca ure up to 

the challenge of each crisi , and in the pre cnt critical time of war, we 

6 

have maintained our high tandard of unsclfi h and untiring effort in 

behalf of c ery a use which the merican people at home have been 

called upon to further. That the official of our rate and nation.ii govern 

ment are grateful for chi whole-hearted crvicc is attested to gencrou ly 

by the congratulatory letters that have come co the Temple from chc 

offi ial who arc entru tcd with the condu t of the war program at home. 

It i , no doubt, unnecc sar for the large number of our membership who 

arc helping o ignificantly to be thanked; yet we cannot look back over 

the achievement of the pa. t car without thanking God for those in our 

mid t who arc writing chi newc t chapter of patriotic crvice in the 

Golden Book of Bech I rael' gloriou hi tory. To upport religion is cu 

trcngthen Democracy. To trcngthen and defend Democracy is co con

tribute to the urvival and advance of religion. 

To the men and women and children who always aid "Ye" when they 

might h.n c aid " To" to the call of home front wu service, co all those 

who came forward instead of hesitating and doing nothing, to those 1n 

Congregation Beth I rael who are thu helping to speed the coming of 

victory, we offer chi tribute. 

■ 



AME RICAN RED CROSS 

MR . LF J. T MA1 T 

h11ir1111111 Record Produr/1011 

Dcp,,r/1111111 

\IR . ~trKE \X'Fl1 'TFI 

Bookkrcpa-P,od 11111011 Drpl. 

pccial Volunteer Red ro Drive 

\1R . I KFR M. 1 ~YfR 

h11ir111a11 of !he Da1 fo, 

talf A1.1i.1/a11I 

MR. J E 
ba1r111,111 of the Day 

i11 Producti<m 

\IR'i. lf'OPOII> \II YI R 

\fo11b, r of I ,,·, 11/11, 1111,11,I 

( /,,111111,111 I\ 111ll111g /{c /1,1i, 1 

\IR . I IJ\V RD I IPPI R 

(/,,11r111,111 \l\l11hor1.I 

Red ro1 .1 01111111lln· 
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HARRIS COUNTY CHAPTER 

\1R A r>. \( 11\\ \R/ 

\11pn111lt 11drnl of I\ 1//fl111g 

\IR\. I \I. TA~() 

\11/1cr11101 \11 r~,, al Drr11111 .~ , 

IIARRII I n Ill 

l t., \fowr ( orp, 

\1R \. \fl) r Y J . \I YI R 

/{cg/\lfrrd N11r1C1 Off1cc 

\laff A1111/1111/1 

\IR\. 111 i\ RY D. <,RI I '-:Bl R<, 

\fR . f RRI D \ffYfR 



Afrs. I. rl,rh and her threr daughter, Joan, Jud} 
and Ph)lhs. Thr banukah lamp u:a madr in E11,~
la11d and , thr ha11d11wrk of the grand/ at her of one 
of the mrmbrrs of tlm o,,gregation. 

'nap hot by Rabbi chachfel at Cohen 
House, Rice In tilU-fe, upon the occa ion of 
thr Rabbi first tisit lo Hou Ion. Left to 
right: I. Friedlander, Leopold L. Meyer, Geo. 

ohrn, am W'. Levy. 



\1, !11J11 "f l,t/m11· ) ,,, 1\bc M. Ll'1) l\ll'111orial C,01111111111!1) /fall 

I 11111, ,\1111cla) School childrc11 111 ai/111,, lh, ·111,cl 1 ,., of 1/1 /,, ·11, -

' /I 

Har/1ara and lkrnard, or "/Jard)," 11 ,f,· a11d 1011 of 

/{11/JI" ,\cha, /,/cl II ho /,a,, . ,dread) u 011 //,c !,JI, . c111cl 

a/]cclm11 of tlw , 011 ,,r,-., ,lllfm. 



MESSAGE FROM THE BROTHERHOOD 
OI· J· I ER A O BOARD Ol· TR TEL , 

Congregation Beth l racl, 
Hou ton, Texa . 

Gentlemen: 

On thi anniver ary it i my privilege and plea ure to extend greeting 
to the Officer and Board of Tru tee on behalf of the Temple Brotherhood. 

Since the writer ha erved on the Board of Tru tee a the repre entative 
from the Brotherhood he has had an excellent opportunity to ob erve the 
great amount of work that fall to the Tru tee and to apprai e the Board' 
magnificent attainment . Although the Brotherhood ha done it be t to 
di charge it re pon ibilitie a it ha evaluated uch, it i obviou that the 
urface ha only been cratched and that more important work mu t be 

cut out for the Brotherhood in the future. It i very likely that the who):: 
pattern for the Brotherhood' acti itie mu t be changed and coordinated 
more particularly with the over-all job to be done by and for our Congre
gation, and as delineated in the all -inclu ive pro •ram as laid down by the 

ongregation' Board of Trustees. 
The Brotherhood very respectfully olicit the advice and guidance of 

the member of the Board, ·which i very nece ary if the be t pm, iblc 
re ult from the Brotherhood organization are to be obtained. 

The writer i very gratcf ul for the opportunity that ha been afforded 
him to erve with the Tru tee during Beth I r,tcl' year of greate ·t accom 
pli hment, and pledge hi upport of the incoming admini tration, b 
who e effort it i hoped the po ition of the South' fine t Reform ongre
gation will be further trengthened. 

Respect/ 111/y submittccl, 

l're iclcut. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SISTERHOOD 
OFFICERS AND BOARD OF TRUSTEE ' 

Congregation Beth Israel, 
Houston, Texas. 

Grntlemrn: 

The Sisterhood is happy to have this opportunity to extend to our Rab
bis, the Officers and Board of Trustees, as well as the entire membership, 
its thanks and congratulations for another year's work of much importancl? 
and impre sive accomplishments. 

As the Board representative of the Sisterhood, 1 have een the weighty 
and complicated problems of the Congregation which confronted the 
Board critically examined, soundly discussed and disposed of with deliber
ation and dispatch. Again, we offer our hearty congratulations! 

All things considered, the past year has been a good one. We of the 
Sisterhood have honestly endeavored to shirk no responsibility; and the 
discharge of our usual community services, in all in tance actively en
couraged, has been carefully observed. However, there are many ways i'1 
which the services of the Sisterhood could be broadened and supplemented, 
and it is suggested to the new Officers and Board of the Sisterhood that a 
survey be made with the hope of assuming additional responsibilities which 
may alleviate the terrific burden borne by the Trustees of the Congrega
tion. Those Trustees themselves, it is hoped, will also give this matter 
reflection and favor the Sisterhood with the courtesy of its suggestions and 
:·('com mend a tions. 

The Sisterhood is proud to be part and parcel of Congregation Beth 
Israel, and begs God's blessing upon each and every member. 

Respect/ ully submitted, 

President. 



May the historic J1ear which ba just come to an e11d-jJerhajJS th(' 1110 I sig11ifica11t tw('l1H'111011th 

in the history of our 011gregatio11-111ark the begi1111i11g of a11 era of 1111jJY('cede11ted accomplish111f11I. 

May those 'Who shall co11d11ct the affairs of Beth lsrael ever 111eas11 re 11 jJ to tbc projJOrtio11s of thPir 

assig11me11t; be ever 111i11df11l of their great respo11sibility to those who have e11lr11sted them with 

authority; and be steadfast i11 their devotion to the cause of American Reform Judaism. Ma the 

members of Beth Israel at large be serious i11 the discharge of their f u/1 dut toward their fellow 

men, regardless of race, creed or de11omi11atio11; be es jJeciall considerate of and charitable toward 

their persecuted co-religionists, 'Wherever they may dwell; and, above all, be loyal, law-abidi11g a11d 

patriotic Americans. 



Basic 
Principles 

of 

Congregation 
Beth Israel 
Houston, Texas 

(An American Reform 

Congregation) 



1. We believe in the mission of Israel which is to witness to the Unity of God throughout the world and to pray and work 
for the establishment of the kingdom of truth, justice and peace among all men. Our watchword is "Hear, 0 Israel, The 
Lord our God, the Lord is One." We accept it as our sacred duty to worship and to serve Him through prayer, righteous 
conduct and the study of our Holy Scriptures and glorious history. 

2. We are Jews by virtue of our acceptance of Judaism. We consider ourselves no longer a nation but we are a religious com
munity and, therefore, we expect neither a return to Palestine nor a restoration of any of the laws concerning the Jewish 
State. We stand unequivocably for the separation of Church and State. We are neither a nation, a nationality nor a race. 
Our religion is Judaism. Our nation is the United States of America. Our nationality is American. Our flag is the "Stars 
and Stripes." Our race is Caucasian. 

3. We believe in the coming of a Messianic Age and not in a personal Messiah. We recognize that it is our hallowed duty to 
speed the coming of the Brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood of God, which is the Messianic ideal for which the 
righteous of all people work and pray. 

We accept as binding only the moral laws of Mosaic legislation and Prophetic teaching. We reject the rabbinical and 
Mosaic laws which regulate diet, priestly purity, dress, and similar laws which originated in ages and under influences 
of ideas and conditions which today are entirely unsuited, unnecessary and foreign to the beliefs and observances of pro• 
gressive Judaism in modern America. We shall maintain and use in connection with our religious services only such ritual 
and ceremonies as may be approved by the Ritual Committee of the Congregation from time to time and which may sym• 
bolize, in effective and beautiful form, the principles of our Faith, and, which are adapted to the progressive and liberal 
spirit of our times. 

5. We recognize the complete religious equality of woman with man. 

6. The treasures of Divine revelation were given in the Hebrew language and in such language are preserved the immortal 
remains of a literature that influences all civilized nations. As the fulfillment of a sacred duty, therefore, the cultivation 
of the Hebrew language must always be urgently desired by us. However, the Hebrew language has become unintelligible 
to the vast majority of our co-religionists; therefore, it must make way, as is advisable under existing circumstances, to 
intelligible language in prayer, which, if not understood, is a soulless form. 

7. The basis of unity among the Jews throughout the world is Religion. Hence, it is our duty to help our co-religionists 
whenever and wherever the need may arise, even, as we must help all mankind that may be in need, in accordance with the 
principles of our faith. 



A HAND BOOK OF 

TRUE FACTS 

CONCERNING THE 

"BASIC PRINCIPLES" 
OF 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

(Organized 1856) 

An Ameriican Reform Congregation 

A CATECHISM WHICH ANSWERS 

• May Zionists become members? 

• Are the Principles a Creed? 

• Are 'associate' members 'second
class' members? 

• Does Beth Israel bar observers of 
'kashruth'? 

• Is there a "Jewish" Race? 

• Are political "Zionism" and Reform 
Judaism, religiously, compatible? 

• Do the basic principles conform 
to Jewish theology? 

Prepared by "Policy Formulation Committee" 

of the Congregation. 



INTRODUCTION 

The "Basic Principles" of Congregation Beth Israel, Hou ton, Texa , were ap
proved and adopted at a special meeting of the members, held on November 23rd 1943. 
The vote for adoption was 63,., for and 168 against. Congregation Beth Isrnel is the 
largest Reform Congregation in the south. It was organized in 1 56. For weeks prior 
to the date of the special meeting the opponents of the principles and the advocates 
thereof contacted by mail the full member hip of the ongrcgation clarifying the 
issues involved. The membership which voted on ov mb r 23rd wa , therefore, fully 
informed. The meeting was the largest attended in the history of this old ongregation. 
The vote clearly manifested a desire on the part of an overwhelming majority of the 
members that Beth Israel should remain true to the basic principles of American Re
form Judaism. It was likewise a warning and a rebuke to certain leaders in the Reform 
movement in American Jewry saying, as laymen, in effect that "we are unwilling for 
the sake of political expediency to exchange the religious kernel of Reform Judaism, 
(based on the teachings of the prophets as to our universal mission), for a 'will of the 
wisp' hope of the 'security' of nationalism." 

This hand-book is a revised re-print of a booklet used in the educational campaign 
by those advocating the adoption of the basic principles. It was thought important that 
the members be fully inf or med as to the source of and as to the true facts concerning 
the principles. Much misrepresentation and distortion of the principles, the sources 
from which derived, and their interpretation were employed to defeat the unanimou 
favorable recommendation of the Board of T1·ustees to the Congregation. Much of this 
distortion came from outside of Houston. Some came from Reform sources but much 
more from Orthodox and Conservative rabbis and lay adherents to traditional Judaism. 
The Jewish press ( Zionistically inclined and controlled) was particularly parti an and 
unfair and continued its distortions and misrepresentations long after the adoption of 
the principles; and after attention had been repeatedly called to such misrepresenta
tions. 

It is gratifying to report that whe1·e the t r ue facts have been made available, 
the many expressions of commendation received have far exceeded the criticisms; and 
it is especially encouraging to receive enthusiastic letters of approval and praise from 
privates and officers of Jewish faith in the armed forces of the U. S. throughout the 
world, who were encouraged and stimulated to find an American Reform Jewish Con
gregation fighting on the home front to preserve the status quo of the principles of 
Reform Judaism for them, while they are fighting the enemy. Some of these letters 
have appeared in Beth Israel's "Temple Bulletin." 

The preparation of these principles and the driving force for their adoption was 
the work of the laymen of Congregation Beth Israel. No outside individual or group in
fluenced the action. The "Policy Formulation Committee" of the Congregation accepts 
full responsibility. While the religious philosophy expressed coincides with the preach
ments of Dr. Henry Barnston, Rabbi-emeritus of the Congregation (retired in 1943 
after forty-three years of distinguished service in the pulpit of Beth Israel) and with 
the religious views of Rabbi Hyman Judah Schachtel, recently elected senior Rabbi, 
neither was consulted as to the wisdom of our proposed action, nor as to the content of 
the platform of principles until after the work of the committee had been completed; 
and then their criticism was asked in relation to the historical accuracy of the principles 
of American Reform Judaism. In like manner we submitted these principles, and for 
the same purposes, to other Reform Rabbis throughout the country. 

Interest in these basic principles has become so widespread throughout the United 
States, in fact throughout the whole world, and_ requests for information and literatu~e 
are so numerous that it was felt best to re-prmt the booklet m a readable manner m 
order that the t;ue facts might be placed in the hands of those interested. 

It must be borne in mind at the outset that this re-statement of "basic principles" 
is an exposition of the princi:ples of Congrep~tio!1 _Beth Israel as a group-a reli~i<;>us 
group-it has nothing to do with anr person s md1vidual_ t~ste for dress, diet, or poht_ics. 
It has to do with the views of a religious body upon religious matters. Reform Judaism 
is an interpretation of Judaism and since there are other groups adhering to Judaism, 
there of necessity must be at times contrastin_g sta~ements used to show wherein the 
principles and interpretation of Reform Judaism differs from those of Orthodoxy or 
Conservatism or Reconstructionism. 



All types of Judaism are available to the citizens of Houston in the range from the strictest Orthodox to the Reform Congregation of Beth Israel. Any citizen of Jewish faith can join any Congregation. No one is denied the opportunity of a religious affiliation of his own choice. The action of Beth Israel assures that this will remain the case; and that those who desire to worship in a Reform Temple, with a Reform Rabbi expounding Reform philosophies and uttering traditional Reform prayers, will have the 
opportunity to so continue. This opportunity was made ce1-tain in the first instance by 
the developme11t "f Beth Israel as an American Reform Congregation. 

If one joins the Orthodox or Conservative Synagogue he is expected and required to conform to traditional Orthodox customs, to recite Orthodox prayers, and to obey certain Synagogual laws and customs. We honor them for their insistence upon such compliance. Who shall gainsay the right of a Reform Congregation also to have prin~ 
ciples? 

Many congregations throughout the nation have different classes of memberships
some confine their voting privileges to those owning pews. Beth Israel is a democratic congregation but, nevertheless, it is an American Reform congregation and it is planned 
it shall continue to so remain. 

CONGREGATION IS AUTONOMOUS 

We welcome fair criticism. But, some of the criticisms have been intemperate, some of the editorials have been threatening and abusive. All efforts to coerce must necessarily fail because as it has been so well pointed out by Rabbi David Philipson 
in his book, "The Reform Movement in Judaism:" 

"Judaism in the United States is congregational. The Congregation is autonomous. There is no chief rabbi, no consistory, no ,synod, no assembly; each Congregation 
is responsible to itself, and hence it lies with the Congregation, and it alone, to 
determine what its policy shall be." 
We believe, and we assert, that the principles adopted by Beth Israel are the generally understood and accepted basic principles of universalistic, prophetic Reform Judaism. Of course they differ from the principles of traditional Judaism, whether Orthodox or Conservative. Were this not a fact, there would be no necessity for separate congregations; different theological schools; different rituals or prayer-books; different Rabbinical Conferences; different Congregational organizations; and trained Orthodox, Conservative and Reform Rabbis. The assertion, however, of Reform principles does not indicate a lack of respect for the religion of others, Jews or Christians. In America, we can hold our own religious views and disagree with those of others, without a fair imputation that we are discrediting or disrespecting those holding con

trary views. And, for the same reason, we have the right to expect that those holding different views from ours will accord to us the same privilege and the same respect. 
To deny membership in Beth Israel, for instance, to a Christian who does not subscribe to the basic principles of Reform Judaism casts no aspersions upon his religious views. No religious group can long be held together in harmony and in its religious aspirations if it becomes a hodge-podge of conflicting religious beliefs. It ultimately would have to discard the convictions of all in order to proceed forward or agree upon a synthetic type satisfactory to none. 
There can be co-operation between followers of different religious ideologies; there can be wholesome respect for each other's religious convictions; there can be harmony between them and a common viewpoint on many matters ~n which all are equally inter

ested; but there can be no so-called "unity" within a mixed Congregation unless one group or the other surrenders the religious convictions that conflict with those of the other group. 
It is assumed that the members of a Religious Congregation voluntarily join a particular Jewish group (where they have the choice of joining six other local congregations) because they have a knowledge of the type of services which they will attend and the religious principles which they will hear expounded and to which they are presumed to adhere. Orthodoxy has its principles and they are strict in the require

ment of observance; Conservative Judaism also has its principles. Shall it be seriously argued that Reform Judaism alone is to be that development of Judaism "without principle"-a hodg~podge of conflicting ideologies, of loosely held adherents who 
neither know nor care what the religious movement really stands for, of which they are a part? 
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THE EFFECT OF BETH ISRAEL'S PRINCIPLES UPON ZIONISTS 

Question. What effect does the adoption of the basic principles have on the membership of Zionists in the Congregation, and upon those who may desire to join who are avowed Zionists? 
Answer. (a) The basic principles have no effect whatsoever upon the membership of those individuals who call themselves "Zioni ts" but who are cultural Zioniststhose who were members at the time of the adoption of the principles. (b) The principles likewise do not affect in any way either members or applications for membership of individuals who call themselves "Zionists" but who are cultural Zioniststhose who favor the development of educational, recreati nal, cultu1·al and economic endeavors of the Palestinian Jews; and who arE:: desirous of a isting our co-religionists in Palestine as well as everywhere else; and who look upon Palestine as a haven of refuge for the Jews. If they are not interested in tl e political affairs of Palestine, do not advocate and pray for a Jewish nation, under a Jewish king or president, with a Jewish parliament or congress, under a Jewish flag and with a Jewi h army, etc., there is no inconsistency in their applying for membership in Beth Israel ongregation. 
Q. How do the principles affect applicants who believe in political Zionism? 
A. Reform Judaism has for its central and basic fundamental principle the rejection of nationaliam. If, therefore, an applicant, religiously speaking, believes and prays that the restoration of Palestine as a "Jewish" nation, state or commonwealth is necessary in order for Judaism to attain its highest possibilities; if he believes and prays that the Jews are in "exile" and "homeless"; that we are being "punished" for the sins committed by our fathers while living in Palestine and that when the full measure of expiation is accomplished, the restoration will take place, the Temple will be restored and the Jewish laws revived; then, of course, he cannot conscientiously accept the "basic principles" of Reform Judaism and Congregation Beth Israel and become a voting member of the Congregation. He may become an associate member. 

NATURE OF REFORM JUDAISM 

It is logical that in seeking to learn the religious views and aspirations of a group that one should resort to the prayer-book used by such group. As we pray so we believe (or should believe),, Therefore, in this study, use has been made of passages from the Union Prayer Book, the generally accepted ritual of American Reform Congregations. In a recent issue of ''Liberal Judaism" ( February, 1944), Rabbi David Philipson, the historian of the Reform Movement in the United States contributed an article entitled "The Union Prayer Book." Concluding the article he says: 
" ... Important though such external considerations of language, order of prayers, length of services and the like are, still more important by far is the subject of the content of the prayers and the principles that underlie the Reform prayerbook . . . Although the Reform movement in Judaism is part and parcel of the Emancipation movement in all of its phases ... still it is based upon some welldefined principles which find expression in the Reform ritual and differentiate it from the traditional Siddur .... The chief and underlying principle of the Reform movement is the universalistic interpretation of Judaism as over against the nationalistic. If the Reform movement does not signify this, it signifies nothing. This is the burden of its thought. Here lay the parting of the ways between the Reformers and the traditionalists. Upon this basis the Reformers built .... In these latter days of ours, we are hearing about the compatibility of Reform and nationalism, or Zionism. . . . If Jewish nationalism means that a special Jewish country or state is necessary for Judaism to attain its highest possibilities ( and I believe this is the contention of the neo-nationalists in these days), then this runs absolutely countet· to the fundamental teaching of Reform .... If we examine the liturgy of the Reform Synagogue, we will find that there is no other point on which there is so much unanimity among the Reformers. Gradually all the prayers of a purely nationalistic character in the traditional Si<ldur were either dropped altogether or so changed as to receive the universalistic coloring .... " 

The Jewish Encyclopedia in commenting upon the "Union Prayer Book" says: 
"The characteristic doctrines of the Reform movement which differentiate it from traditionalism find constant expression in the prayers: the belief in the coming of the Messianic era instead of a personal Messiah; the universalism of Israel's mission as a priest-people in place of nationalism involved in the belief in the return to Palestine, the establishment of the Jewish state, and the restoration of 
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the Aaronic priesthood; the repudiation of the belief in a bodily resurrection and 
the substitution of the belief in spiritual immortality .... Sermons in the vernacu
lar a mixed choir the organ, family pews, uncovered heads during worship, and a 
con'firmation service for boys and girls are distinguishing features of public wor
ship in Reform Congregations in the United States. The observance of the second 
days of the holy days has been abolished as well as all minor fast and feast days 
except Hanukkah and Purim. . . . Woman is accounted of equal importance with 
man in religious life .... " (Vol. X, page 358.) 

Rabbi Frederic A. Doppelt contributed a very fine historical review of "Reform 
Judaism and the Prayer-book" to the October 1941 issue of "The Synagogue." The 
following are excerpts from his article : 

"The Union Prayer-boo , however, does stand out in contrast--though not neces
sarily in conflict-to traditional liturgy .... It makes extensive use of the language 
of the land (English) in preference to Hebrew, and so makes worship more in
telligible. . . . It omitted every negative passage abo-ut non-Jews-especially the 
benediction: 'That thou didst not make me a Gentile.' ... It cleared Jewish liturgy 
of every mention of angels and demons, in the medieval sense of the word. In 
deference to western as over against oriental culture, it did away with the dubious 
blessing 'that Thou didst not rnake me a woman.' ... By far the most crucial 
aspects of the Union Prayer-book center about the major principles in traditional 
Jewish life. With one incision of its liturgical scapel, for example, it removed from 
the body of Jewish liturgy the entire sacrificial cult . ... It found this institution 
of appeasing God via burnt offerings as primitive and repugnant, nevertheless, in 
the traditional prayer-book, that cult has always monopolized important space. 
Reform Judaism found it no longer consonant with nineteenth century thought to 
foster the age-old dream of a Messiah in the flesh destined to redeem Israel. ... It 
cut out of Jewish liturgy every prayer expressive of this historic longing ... and 
carefully altered the word 'Go-el' which means 'redeemer' to the more impersonal 
term 'G'ulo' meaning 'redemption.' Again, with a single sweep, it discarded every 
supplication for the restoration of Zion ... in harmony with aspirations arising 
out of the whole philosophy of Jewish emancipation during the nineteenth century 
and in line with the doctrine of Israel as a 1·eligious community only-a doctrine 
of Reform Judaism evolved out of its interpretation of Jewish theology. " 

SHALL WE GO BACK 

Reform Judaism has been a progressive religion. It broke away definitely from 
rabbinical traditional Judaism and adopted the conception of Judaism as a universal 
faith as differentiated from the particularistic, national interpretation of Orthodoxy. 
There is a tendency in Reform circles to go backwards and it was this apparent trend, 
publicly proclaimed, which caused the laymen in Beth Israel to determine to take 
timely steps to forcefully indicate that this old American Reform Congregation ( estab
lished 1856) does not agree with or welcome this tendency. No contention is made that 
Reform Judaism precludes change. But there is a certainty that if the changes pro
posed take Reform Judiasm back to traditional principles, then Reform Judaism dis
appears. What are the evidences of the trend? 

The opponents to the basic principles circulated an article of Rabbi Maurice N. 
Eisendradth, Executive Director of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
which they claimed contained "the true ten en ts of American Reform Judaism." To show 
what is "in the air" as to proposed "compromises," the following are taken as excerpts 
from the article: 

" ••• The Union is seeking ... the most inclusive unity with the whole body of 
I~raE:l that can be attained. It is seeking such unity, likewise, by taking the initia
tive m approaching the large Yiddish speaking masses in America .... There is 
blame on both sides .... But while skeptics may continue to scoff and cynics will 
seek ulterior motives, the fact remains that there is a determined and genuine 
att~mpt being_ made on bo~h sides to find some common ground between a liberal 
re-interpretation of our faith and of our role as Jews in the modern scene and the 
masses of Jewry who have never known anything about Reform except its negative 
and least attractive phases . ... To effect such a reapproachment there must be 
changes of attitude on both sides. Insofar as Reform is concerned these changes 
are marke_d • ••• T~ke, for example, the present program of the Union with regard 
to the re-mtroduction of ceremony and form into the practice of synagogue and 
home. There are those who interpret this as a complete volte face and a humiliating 
smTender of the principles of Reform .... The same applies to our present attitude 
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to Zionism. Foremost among the things which seemed true fifty years ago ... that 
the dream of returning to Zion was seriou ly out of harmony with the spirit of 
that supposedly humanitarian age ... grim reality ha compelled re-thinking ... 
consequently, Reform Judaism has provided many of the outstanding leaders in 
the Zionist movement today, while the Union, itself as early(?) as 1937, voiced its 
unequivocal demand for the liberal and legal fulfillment of the Balfour Declara
tion and the Mandate for Palestine .... " (Reprint from Rosh Hoshannah Edition 
( 1943) Jewish Herald-Voice.) 
The backward nwvement, largely due to the inten ive drive in the pa t few years 

for the Zionistic political program, is evident in . p eches and in action of Rabbi . To 
succeed, the inherent and central idea of American Reform Judai. m-it universali m
must first be broken down. It should be remernb red that Reform Judaism wa the 
product of laymen-the bringing of Jewish traditi nal belief and cu tom~ and practices 
into harmony with the nece sities of the layman' p rticipation in day to day living 
among other peoples. There has been no mandate given to individual Rabbi or to any 
Rabbinical Conference or to the Union of American Hebrew ongregation , and no 
authorization, from the American Reform laymen, to abandon the principles of Ameri
can Reform Judaism! 

That there is such a tendency i referred to in the peech of Rabbi Armand E. 
Cohen ( Conservative) before the Central Conference of American Rabbis (1,94 ) as 
reported in Liberal Judaism, July 1943: Rabbi Cohen ays: 

"A strange phenomenon ha become increasingly apparent to all of us in recent 
years. Within the Conservative movement divergent philosophi s have become 
crystallized. And in the same spirit of objectivene s it may be said the lines have 
been drawn more tightly in the Reform rabbinate. Many of us have looked with a 
new-born reasswrance at the retwrn to traditionali m among an inivortant segment 
of our Reform colleagues. An American rabbinate is slowly emerging, consisting of 
Reform and Conservative men who are becoming more and 'more lik _,.minded in 
their philosophy of Jewish survival and destiny in Palestine and in the Dia pora." 
The tendency is reflected in the passage of the resolution for "a Jewish Army," 

by the Central Conference of American Rabbis ( 1942) forced through by the Zionisti
cally-inclined Reform Rabbis, in violation of the under tanding that the is ue would not 
receive consideration at the Conferences; the action of the delegates of the Central Con
ference of American Rabbis to the American J ewi h Conference, 1943, in supporting the 
maximal Zionist demands for a Jewish Commonwealth; the failure of the delegates 
from the Union of the American Hebrew Congregations to forthwith protest such Reso
lution, and the failure of the Executive Board of the Union, since, to withdraw from 
the Conference, so as to remove the impression that the organization which stand for 
Reform Judaism's Congregational life (and of which Union, Beth Israel is a member), 
is supporting such maximal demands; the inclusion of the "new" Zionistic service in 
the 1940 revised edition of the Union Prayer Book, a trek back to the paths of tradi
tional Judaism upon the cardinal and fundamental principle which Reform rejected; 
and the alarming increase of Reform Rabbis, graduates from Hebrew Union College, 
the college founded by Isaac M. Wise to teach American Reform Judaism, who, after 
graduation, openly espouse the cause of political Zionism in conflict with the basic 
principles of Reform Judaism. 

ARE THE BETH ISRAEL "BASIC PRINCIPLES" A RELIGIOUS CREED? 

Question. Should the "basic principles" of Beth Israel Congregation be considered 
as a religious "creed"? 

Answer. No, for as Rabbi David Philipson has truly said, "there is a wide differ
ence between the conception of a creed as a fixed and necessary condition of salvation 
and a declaration of principles." (Philipson, "The Reform Movement in Judaism," pg. 
256.) Rabbi Philipson further states, reporting the interesting debate upon it, at a 
meeting in 1850 of the "Jewish Reform Congregation" (~erlin), that Holdheim "held 
that the belief in definite principles does not exclude the idea of development ... that 
principles were absolutely necessary of statem~nt, a~d t~~t J~daism ~aving s~ch 
principles, they could,. shoul~ ~nd must be stat~d. Rabbi ~h!hpson s book m an earher 
discussion on this subJect ar1smg from debates m the Rabbmical Conferences of 1844-46 
states: 

"In a more or less direct wise the debatable subject of creed and dogma was 
touched upon in these various utterances: (a) 'Are there dogmas in Judaism, or 
no'· (b) 'Is a set creed compatible with or foreign to the spirit of Judaism', re
mains to this day (1931) an unsettled point of debate .... Reform Judaism must 
always be impatient of a set creed; still Formstecher was correct, in the main, 
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when he urged that the conference for~ula~e a declaratio7: of P?'inciples. Such a 
declaration was necessary, particularly m view of the decided difference between 
the traditionalists and the reformers on a number of controverted points. . . . 
Twenty-five years later the idea .... was carried into practical _effect 'Yhen the 
conference of rabbis at Philadelphia (1869) adopted as the workmg basis of the 
conference a statement of principles .... " (Page 148, "Reform Movement in 
Judaism.") 

Q. What is the practical result of requiring voting members, who come into the 
Congregation, after the adoption of the principles, to agree to adhere to them? 

A. It assures the continuation of Beth Israel as a Reform Congregation, as its 
builders intended it should be. It serves as a means of promoting continued harmony 
in the congregation because it takes out of the realm of debate doctrinal diffe1·ences 
of Orthodoxy, Conservative and Reform Congregation~. It preserves for Reform Jews 
and their children the present and future ownership and use, as a Reform Congrega
tion, of the $600,000.00 of properties owned by the Congregations; which were contrib
uted to build a Reform Temple and Religious School, in order to maintain and promote 
"Reform Judai m"-the religious conviction of those pioneer Houstonians and present 
Reform members, who poured efforts and treasure into the project. It relegates secular, 
political Zioni m to the Zioni t Organization of America or to such other organizations 
as predicate their membership upon a political and national conception of the Jew and 
his destiny. It opens up to the Orthodox or Conservative Jewish family the use of our 
religious school and participation in our services, through provision for associate mem
bership without voting privileges; if through such association and attendance upon 
worship, such associate member eventually desire to become a Reform Jew, through 
conviction and agreement with the basic principles thereof, his membership may then 
be transferred into full voting membership. 

IS NON-VOTING MEMBERSHIP "UN-DEMOCRATIC?" 

Question. What is there to the assertion that the two classes of membership are 
"undemocratic" and that there is a first and "second class" membership? 

Answer. The status of the non-voting member is comparable to the status of a 
foreign-born resident of this country, prior to his naturalization. He enjoys all of the 
rights and privileges and protection of the country but he cannot vote until he has 
lived here five years; and until he accepts the American system of government; and 
until through an examination, he evidences a comprehensive and knowledge of it; and 
until he signs an oath expressing loyalty to the United States, and further forswears 
all previous allegiance to the government of the country from which he came. Until this 
happens, he cannot vote. If this makes the United States "undemocratic" and creates 
two classes of "residents," then Beth Israel's plan of associate memberships, which 
follows the pattern, may also be regarded as "undemocratic." 

Q. Do other Reform Congregations have different classes of memberships? 
. A. Yes, there are a number of types of membership in use by various Congrega

tions, some of them denying membership voting privileges but usually because of a 
financial classification. In a booklet issued by the Union of American Hebrew Con
gregations (1935) in describing "Associate memberships" along with other types, the 
author states: 

"Associate ~embership .... This is a term frequently applied to a special kind 
of .~embersh1p at _a !educed rate, usually corresponding to some curtailment of 
privileges. The prmc1pal types of such member. hip are: . . . Persons who are 
alread~ member~ of '!'nother congregation and join for the sake of the religious 
education of their children or for some other family reason .... " (Page 29.) 

Q. Do_ ot~er ~eform ~~ngregations sometimes stipulate in their by-laws that the 
Congregation 1s a Reform Congregation, and confine membership to those adhering to 
Reform principles? 

1· Yes, quite a numb_er of prominent Reform Congregations have such a provision. 
For !nstance, Congregation Rodof Sholom, Pittsburg, Pa. (the pulpit occupied by 
Rabbi Solomo~ B. Freehof, president of the Central Conference of American Rabbis), 
has the following by-law: 

"ElectioJ?- to memb~rship: Any person of Jewish faith believing in a liberal or 
Reform interpretation of Judaism may become a member of this Congregation .... 
The Board of Trustees may limit membership in the Congregation to such number 
as they may deem advisable." ( Article I, Section 1.) 
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Q. What is the essential difference between uch a by-law and Beth I rael's ap
plication blanks with the "Basic Principles" a part thereof? 

A. In case of the Pittsburg congregation, the applicant know not what or who e 
"Reform interpretation" will admit or reject him; in the case of Beth Israel the Reform 
interpretation has been made by the membership. In both ca e , an applicant believing 
in traditional or Orthodox Judaism cannot become a full member; but in the case of 
Beth Israel, he may become an associate member with full religious privileges. He 
waives the right to vote. 

WHAT WE DID NOT DO 

Fal ·e rumo1·s a to what Betl Is rael has cl n continue up to now, o in order 
that those who desire to be correctly informed may know, we fir t tate what we did 
not do: 

(1) We have not required any member, already a member of the on regation, to 
signify his acceptance of the basic principles, orally or in writing. 

(2) We do not require any member who observe the dietary law 'to eat trefah" 
or to depart from his dietary observance; nor do our principle bar any one de iring to 
join the Congregation from keeping "kashruth." 

( 3) We have not changed and do not intend to change any of the Hebr w content 
in the Union Prayer Book. Our ervices continue in accord with the Union Prayer 
Book, except that we do not use the Zionist alternate Sabbath ervice o. 5. 

(4) We have not taken the voting privileges away from any member of the Con
gregation (who was a member ovember 23, lu43), and who may be either a Zionist, 
or one who observes the dietary Jaw of Oxthodox Judaism. 

(5) We have not adopted a "c1·eecl" for salvation alth ugh, we have adopted 
prir1ciples as a basis for new applying membe1·s, which principle are ba ic and funda
mental to American Reform J udai m, and which our members regard are es ntial to 
the perpetuation of that interpretation of Judaism in a Congregation, to which inter
pretation its religious life and properties have been dedicated for more than fifty years. 

WHAT WE DID DO 

(1) Reform Jews built and supported our Temple and Congregation an.d poured 
effort and treasure and prayers into it maintenance and development; with the hope 
that their children would "carry on" as Reform Jews. We have taken a step to assure 
that this may be accomplished. 

(2) We have made it pos ible through "a ociate member hips" for those who 
are members of traditional synagogue but who may de ire to send their children to a 
Refo1·m religious school; and those who may desire to occasionally worship with us to 
do so, although they may prefer because of religious conviction to retain their main 
affiliations with Orthodox or Con ervative Congregations; but we have not given 
them a vote that may enable an influx of such memberships, in a growing city like 
Houston, to change the nature of this American Reform Congregation. 

(3) We have re-affinned the basic principles of Reform Judaism. This has been 
done after a thot:ough study of the history of the Reform movement. We are prepared 
io take our due portion of the abuse which wa meted out to all of those laymen and 
Rabbis who first enunciated the reform principles which we eek to maintain. The 
pioneers of the Reform movement uffered abuse and villification in their efforts to 
establish Reform Judaism; we are willin to take the vituperation, caricaturing, abu
sive criticism and mi representations that have come our way in our efforts to main
tain the principles of Reform Judaism. When we con ider that Rabbi Isaac M. Wise 
was abused shamefully, editorially criticized, charged with being a Christian "convert," 
excommunicated by Orthodo congregations, bodily a aulted in hi own pulpit at 
Albany on Rosh Hashonah, and his legal contract broken, we do not complain at the 
critici ms hurled at Hou ton's action in re-affirming the principles of Isaac M. Wise. 
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BETH ISRAEL'S "BASIC PRINCIPLES" 
PRINCIPAL No. 1 

We believe in the mission of Israel which is to witness to the Unity of God throughout the world 
and to pray and work for the establishment of the kingdom of truth, iustice and peace among all 
men. Our watchword is "Hear, 0 Israel, The Lord our God, the Lord is One." We accept it as our 
sacred duty to worship and to serve Him through prayer, righteous condud and the study of our 
Holy Scriptures and glorious history. 

Statement: The statement of Israel's "mission" finds general acceptance in Ameri
can Reform circles. It is difficult to conceive of any disagreement that the Sh'ma con
stitutes the "watchword" of Israel. Dr. Kaufmann Kohler states " ... the belief in the 
One and Only God ... constitutes the essence and the foundation of Judaism ... " 
(Jewish Theology, page 82). 

Question. What is the conception of the destiny of Israel from the viewpoint of 
the Reform Jew? 

Answer. Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch writing on the subject of "Reform Judaism" in the 
Jewish Encyclopedia (Vol. X, pg. 348) has this to say upon this matter: 

"Reform conceives of the destiny of Israel as not bound up in the retwm to Pales
ttne, and as not involving national political restoration under a Messianic king 
with the Temple rebuilt and the sacrificial service reinstituted. . . . Israel is not 
in exile. Its dispersion was a necessary experience in the realization and execution 
of its Messianic duty. It is not doomed to wait for the miraculous advent of the 
Davidic Messiah. . . . The goal of Jewish history is not a national Messianic state 
in Palestine, but the realization in society and state of the principles of righteous
ness as enunciated by the Prophets and sages of old." 

Q. Is the "mission" of Israel set out in the Union Prayer Book? 
A. Yes, both in Vol. I and Vol. II. In Vol. I, there is a beautiful prayer for the 

Sabbath asking God to give us grace to fulfill Israel's mission "to bear witness unto 
Thy truth among the peoples of the earth" (page 34). In the stirring prayers of the 
afternoon service for the Day of Atonement, the mission of Israel, as we Reform Jews 
understand and believe it, is clearly set out: 

"Thou hast taught us through Thy prophets, what is good and what Thou dost 
require of us: to do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with Thee; to plead 
the cause of the widow and the orphan; to protect the stranger, to feed the hungry 
and to clothe the naked; to break the bonds of wickedness and to free the oppressed. 
By such offerings of the spirit can we serve Thee most truly and find favor in 
Thy sight. And when Thou didst send tts forth to all parts of the earth, it was 
but to bear witness to this, Thine eternal truth, and to glorify Thy holy name 
throughout the world. (Vol. 11, pg. 253.) ... By Thy grace, 0 God, it has also 
been given us to see in our dispersion over the earth, not a means of punishment, 
but a sign of blessed privilege. Scat.tered among the nations of the world, Israel 
is to bear witness to Thy power and Thy truth and to endeavor to unite all peoples 
in a covenant of brotherhood and peace." ( Page 254.) 

Q. Is there Biblical authority for such prayers? 
. A. Yes! in the teachings of the Prophets. "Behold My servant, whom I uphold; 

Mme _elect, m whom My soul delighteth; I have put My spirit upon him, He shall make 
the right to go forth to the nations." (Isaiah, 42 :1.) And again: "I the Lord have 
called thee in righteousness, and have taken hold of thy hand and kept thee, and set 
th~e for a coven8:nt of the people, for a light of the nations, to open the blind eyes, to 
brmg out the prisoners from the dungeon, and them that sit in darkness out of the 
prison-house." (Isaiah, 42: 6 :7.) 

Q. Are there other Biblical passages that may be quoted as to the "mission" of 
Israel among the nations of the world? 

A. Yes, for instance: 
"I have set thee as a watchman unto the nations of the earth, that thou mayest 
hear a message from My mouth and mayest admonish them from Me. ( Ezek. 3.17; 
3.7.) 

Q. What was the earliest expression of American Reform rabbis upon this subject? 
. A. At the Philadelphia Conference in 1869. Plank No. 5 of that statement of prin

ciples, reads as follows: 

:'The selection ?f I~rael. as the people of religion, as the bearers of the highest 
ideas of humanity, 1s still, as ever, to be strongly emphasized, and for this very 
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reason, whenever this is mentioned it shall be done with full emphasis laid on the 
world-embracing mission of Israel and the love of God for all His children." 

Q. Did the Pittsburg Conference of 1885 reiterate this universalistic, prophetic 
conception of the mission of Israel? 

A. Yes, in the following language: 
"We recognize, in the modern era of universal culture of heart and intellect, the 
approaching of the realization of Israel's great Messianic hope for the establish
ment of the kingdom of truth, justice, and peace among all men." 

The language used in Beth Israel Principle No. 1 "for the establishment of the 
kingdom of truth, justice and peace among all men" i taken word for word from Prin
ciple No. 5 of the Pittsburg platform. 

Q. Are there later Reform Rabbinical expression on thi ubject? 
A. Confirmation of agreement among Reform Rabbis that Israel's mission is 

religious and not national or political appears in resolutions of many ubsequent C n
ferences, such as in 1897, 1!)06, and 1920. Rabbi Isaac M. Wi e, the f under f American 
Reform Judaism, and the President of the Central Conference of Am rican Rabbis, in 
his presidential address at the Montreal Conference in 1 97 demanded that the Con
ference declare officially the American standpoint "for the hon r and po ition of 
American Israel" upon the subject of a "National" destiny of Israel, which it did by 
resolving: 

"That we totally disapprove of any attempt for the e tabli hment of a J wish 
state. Such attempts show a misunderstanding of Israel's mission, which, from the 
narrow political and national field has been expanded to the promotion among the 
whole human race of the broad and universalistic religion fir t proclaimed by the 
Jewish prophets .... We re-affirm that the object of Judaism is not political nor 
national, but spiritual, and addresses itself to the continuous growth of peace, 
justice, and love in the human race, to a Messianic time when all men will recognize 
that they form one great brotherhood for the estabHshment of God's Kingdom on 
earth." 

Q. What is the last formal expression of the Rabbis upon this subject? 
A. The mission of Israel is described in the Columbus, Ohio, platform adopted by 

the Central Conference of American Rabbis, in 1987, as follows: 
"Throughout the ages it has been Israel's mission to witness to the Divine in the 
face of every form of paganism and materialism. W,e regard it as our historic task 
to co-operate with all men in the establishment of the kingdom of God, of universal 
brotherhood, justice, truth and peace on earth." 

PRINCIPLE No. 2 
We are Jews by virtue of our acceptance of Judaism. We consider ourselves no longer a nation. 

We are a religious community, and neither pray for nor anticipate a return to Palestine nor a restoration 
of any of the laws concerning the Jewish state. We stand unequivocally for the separation of Church 
and State. Our religion is Judaism. Our nation is the United States of America. Our nationality is 
American. Our flag is the "Stars and Stripes." Our race is Caucasian. With regard to the Jewish settle
ment in Palestine we consider it our sacred privilege to promote the spiritual, cultural and social welfare 
of our co-religionists there. 

Statement: Upon the principles stated in the above, American Reform Judaism 
was builded and firmly rests. The thoughts expressed are basic and the language is 
essentially identical with that used in pronouncements of Rabbinical Conferences. In 
the questions and answers given herein pertaining to this principle it will be clearly 
demonstrated that Beth Israel is dealing with a cardinal religious precept of Reform 
Judaism and that its pronouncement coincides with what has been the traditional 
position of this Congregation and American Reform J udai m. 

When the first Reform Temple in the United States was dedicated at Charleston, 
S. C., in 1841, the minister, Gustav Poznanski, exultantly declared: 

"This country is out· Palestine, this city our J e-r·usalem, this house of God, our 
Temple." 
-and to this sentiment American Reform Jews for one hundred years have been 
saying 'Amen.' 
There should be no dissent on the part of any American Reform Jew that he 

recognizes the United States as his nation, his religion as Judaism, and his American 
nationality. This carries with it the adoption of the 'Stars and Stripes' as his flag. 
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Question. What is meant by the first sentence, "We are Jews by virtue of our 
acceptance of Judaism?" 

Answer. Simply, that it is the Jewish religion _that distinguishes us a!ld that we 
are Americans of Jewish faith, as there are Enghshmen, Germans, Russians, Poles, 
Italians, Frenchmen, Lithuanians, Chinese, and Palestinians of Jewish faith. The 
Columbus, Ohio, platform of guiding principles announced by the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, 1987 states: 

"We maintain that it is by its religion and for its religion that the Jewish people 
have lived. The non-Jew who accepts our faith is welcomed as a full member of 
the Jewish community." 

NATIONALITY VS. RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY 

Q. From whence comes the language in Beth Israel Principle No. 2, "We consider 
ourselves no longer a nation, etc.?" 

A. The language is taken from the Platform of Principles of the memorable con
ference of American Reform Rabbis, held at Pittsburg, 1885, and has been reaffirmed 
many, many times in Rabbinical Conference resolutions, before and since the Balfour 
Declaration of 1917. The Pittsburg 1885 declaration, a part of their No. 5 pronounce
ment reads as follows: 

" ... We consider ourselves no longe1· a nation, but a religious community, and 
therefore expect neither a return to Palestine, nor a sacrificial worship under the 
sons of Aaron, nor the restoration of any of the laws concerning the Jewish state." 

Q. Was there an earlier American pronouncement by Reform Rabbis upon this 
subject? 

A. Yes, the conference of Reform Rabbis held in 1869 at Philadelphia stated 
clearly the religious viewpoint of Reform Jews regarding its attitude as to the loss of 
its national existence. The 1869 plank No .. 2 reads: 

"2. We look upon the destruction of the second Jewish commonwealth not as a 
punishment for the sinfulness of Israel, but as a result of the divine purpose 
revealed to Abraham, which, as has become ever clearer in the course of the 
world's history, consists in the dispersion of the Jews to all parts of the earth, for 
the realization of their high p'riestly mission, to, lead the nations to the true 
knowledge and worship, of God. 

Q. Is this religious attitude of Reform Judaism a different or contrasting one 
from traditional Orthodoxy? 

A. The traditional (Orthodox) philosophy is expressed in their prayers "that the 
Jews will return to Palestine, again become a nation under the rule of a scion of the 
House of David, restore the sacrifices under the administration of descendants of 
Aaron, and worship in the Temple rebuilt on the ruins of the Temple of old; that the 
Jews in their dispersion among the nations are in a state of exile; that their century 
long sufferings are a punishment for the sins committed by their fathers while living in 
Palestine and that when the measure of expiation will be full, the restoration will take 
place." (Kohler, "Jewish Theology," pg. 330.) 

Q. What was the position of the early Reform leaders in Germany upon this 
question? 

A. The Brunswick Conference in 1844 endorsed the answers of the Sanhedrin 
give1?- t? Napoleon in 1807 which "gave assurance to the various governments, of the 
patriotic attachment of the Jews and to show that there was nothing in Judaism at 
variance with the best and highest interests of the state." Holdheim, one of the greatest 
early Reform leaders, said at this Conference on this subject: 

"The religious principles must be kept clearly distinct from the political. It is 
difficult to keep the two separate because they have been connected closely for so 
long a time. It is important that two things which have been joined so improperly 
should be sundered finally. We do not grant that there is such a thing as a 
Chri~tian state, and certainly we should not speak of a Jewish state, or of the over
lapping of the religious and political in Judaism." 

Likewise at the Frankfort Conference held in 1845 the following declaration was 
adopted: 

"The Messianic idea should receive prominent mention in our prayers but all 
petitions for our return to the land of our fathers and for the restoration of a 
Jewish state should be eliminated from our prayers." 
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Q. Is this contrast between the philosophy of Israel's m1ss10n, religiou ly speak
ing, between Orthodoxy and Reform; a difference between the conception of J udai m 
either as a "national or a universal" faith and mi ion,-is it till a live is ue in the 
religious life of Jew and congregation? 

A. Yes, in the maze of confused thinking of mean and method to all viate the 
sufferings of our co-religionists in Europe, the victim of azi hate and brutality, 
which is heart-sickening and revolting to Jew and Christian alike, many of our people 
in their hopelessness, including Reform adherents, have been lured into the zone of 
Zionistic political propaganda and influence; many of them b come "Zioni. ts," mistak
ingly believing that they were only endor ino- Pale tin a. a haven of refuge and 
supporting the social, spiritual, cultural and economic lif f ur co-r ligioni ts in 
Palestine, as enjoined in the last sentence of the above principle. ut the religi011~ 
principles of Reform Judiasm regarding nationalism, n verthel , r main 1mchm1gcd. 

Q. In the statement of the above principle, it is set forth that "1~.1e neither ])ray for 
nor anticipate a return to Palestine nor a restoration of any of the laws c ncerning 
the Jewish state;" does this refer to the prayers in the Union Prayer Bo k. 

A. Yes, it merely states a fact because we do not anticipate returnin~ to Pale tine 
and we do not pray to return there. All prayers for the retu1·n to Pale::,tine, which are 
common and frequent in the rituals in use by the Orthodox and nscrvative onO'reg-a
tions, have been eliminated from the Union Prayer Book . ., which we u c. The 1.940 re
visions of Volume I gives an optional Sabbath service (No. V) with a Zioni tic ca te, 
which Beth Israel Congregation, by resolution, has protested; and which service has 
never been read in our Congregation either by our Rabbi-emeri tus or our pre ent Senior 
Rabbi. Reform Judaism's religious philosophy is beautifully expressed in the prayers 
for the Day of Atonement, from which are quoted: 

UNION PRAYER BOOK PRAYERS FOR DAY OF ATONEMENT 

(Page 252) "On this day our fathers everywhern recalled with deep sorrow the 
solemn rites of atonement in the Temple at J eru alem and lamented the glory 
which had departed from Zion's hill. In strains, both sad and rapturou , they gave 
voice to the sense of desolation with which these stirring memo1·ies filled their 
hearts. Happy the eyes, they chanted, that saw the high priest in his sacred vest
ment ... ministering at Thine altar. Happy the, eyes, that beheld the chief of the 
sons of Aaron ... with hands uplifted for blessing like the proud cedar of Leba
non .... Happy the ears that heard the thousand voiced ong of the Levite . . . 
echoing the praises of the most high in sweet and :mul stirring melodies. But Thou, 
0 Lord, dost not delight in sacrificial altars,· and p1•iestly pomp pleases Thee not. 
Thou hast taught us through Thy prophets what is good and what Thou dost re
quire of us; to do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with Thee .... And 
when thou didst send us forth to all parts of the earth, it was but to bear witness 
to this, Thine eternal truth, and to glorify Thy holy name throughout the world. 
(Page 253) ... Who can fathom Thy purposes, and divine the secrets of Thy judg
ments? Often in that which comes like a blighting sorrow, there lies hidden the 
token of Thy deep love. When Thy holy Temple was destroyed, and Israel was 
driven from his home to become a wanderer in foreign lands, little did Thy people 
in their mournful plight foresee the larger destiny which Thou hadst appointed 
for them. In their grief and humiliation our fathers searched their hearts for the 
secret sins which had brought this terrible judgment upon them. On the day of 
atonement they felt most deeply the bitterness of their exile from the Holy Land 
and the loss of Temple, altar and priesthood as a means of atonement. But the 
promises of grace which abound in Thy word have opened our eyes to the deeper 
meaning of Thy law. It has been given us to understand that true atonement is 
perfected in the heart when it turns in sincerity to Thee, and that altar and min
istering p1·iests cannot make rep ntance more acceptable. By Thy grace, 0 God, 
it has also been given us to see in our disper ion over the earth, not a means of 
puniBhment, but a sign of blessed privilege. Scattered among the nations of the 
world, Israel is to bear witness to Thy power and Thy truth and to endeavor to 
unite all peoples in a covenant of brotherhood and peace." (Page 254.) 
( Page 255) "We the ref ore give thanks and praise to Thee, our guardian and re
deemer. Thou has preserved and guided us through the centuries of hatred and per
secution, that the love of Thy name and Thy law rooted deep in the soul of Israel 
might quicken every heart and draw it nigh unto Thee .... Not backward do we 
turn our eyes, O Lord, but forward to the promised and certain future. Wherever 
a sanctuary is dedicated to Thy service, Thou dwellest; and wherever Thy name is 
worshipped, Thou revealest Thyself anew. And though we cherish and revere the 
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place where stood the cradle of our people, the land where Israel grew up like a 
tender plant ... our longings and aspirations reach out toward a higher goal. The 
morning-dawn shall yet brighten into a radiant noon day; the tender sprout shall 
yet become a heaven aspiring tree beneath which all the families of the earth will 
find shelter. This is the gracious promise proclaimed by Thy prophets; and with 
faith unshaken and heart undismayed we shall labor and wait for its fulfillment. 
Then will the sanctuary be reared in which atonement and reconciliation will be 
made by the seven fold brightness of the sun of truth, that first arose on Sinai's 
mount. Thy law will be established in the hearts of men, and all Thy children will 
unite in peace and love to serve Thee, their Father and their God." 

RABBINICAL CONFERENCES AGAINST "NATIONALISM" 

Q. In order to establish a clear case of accepted fundamental basic principles, it 
is necessary that there be a general concensus over a period of time, and under chang
ing conditions. What has been the attitude of Reform Judaism since the 1869 and 1885 
declarations and on up to the convention of 1943; when without notice to all the Rabbis 
that a change of front on basic principles was contemplated, and certainly without a 
mandate authorization or any authority from the laymen who founded, supported and 
builded Reform Judaism, the CCAR passed a "neutral" resolution "that Zionism is 
not incompatible with Reform Judaism"? 

A. The Central Conference of American Rabbis spoke out consistently against 
"nationalism" as long as it was an issue. Naturally when it ceased to be an issue and 
when it was assumed that all understood the basic attitude of Reform, such pronounce
ments were considered no longer necessary and were discontinued. 

In 1897, 1898, 1899, 1906, 1911, 1917, 1918, and in 1920-we find a clear cut position 
taken by Reform Rabbis upon the subject of "Nationalism": 
The "Universal Jewish Encyclopedia" (1942) says: 

"In conferences held in Philadelphia in 1869 and in Pittsburg in 1885, the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis rejected the hope of return to Palestine when the 
rabbis declared 'We consider ourselves no longer a nation but a religious com
munity' (1885 Pittsburg platform). This viewpoint persi8ted in anti-Zionist ideology 
and debate since that day. Just a month before modern Zionism was born (1897) 
the opponents of Jewish nationalism looked upon the aspirations of the nationalists 
as 'agitation' that concerns us very little. (CCAR Year Book, 1897, pg. 11.) In spite 
of this there was concern even in those days that Zionism might intrude upon 
American shores. Isaac M. Wi8e ... saw the danger that the whole of American 
Israel might be compromi8ed by the supporters of the H erzlian plan which he 
called 'the momentary inebriation of morbid minds.' The Basel Congress and the 
Zionist agitation Isaac M. Wise regarded as an 'unpleasant episode' in Jewish 
history, and he called upon his colleagues in the Reform rabbinate to voice their 
united opposition." (Vol. X, pg. 666.) 

The Rabbinical Convention passed a Resolution ( 1897) in accordance with the 
suggestion of Rabbi Isaac M. Wise, its president, reading as follows: 

"Resolved, That we totally di8approve of any attempt for the establishment of a 
Jewish state. Such attempts show a mi8understanding of Israel's mission, which 
from the narrow political and national field has been expanded to the promotion 
among the whole human race of the broad and universalistic religion first pro
claimed by the Jewish prophets. Such attempts do not benefit, but infinitely harm, 
our Jewish brethren where they at·e still persecuted by confirming the assertion of 
their enemies that the Jews are foreigners in the countries in which they at·e at 
home and of which they are everywhere the most loyal and patriotic citizens." 

"We reaffirm that the object of Judaism is not political nor national, but spiritual, 
and addresses itself to the continuous growth of peace, justice, and love in the 
human race, to a Messianic time when all men will recognize that they form one 
great brotherhood for the establishment of God's Kingdom on earth." 

The following year, in 1898, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations passed 
a Resolution which began: 

"We are unalterably opposed to political Zionism. The Jews are not a nation but 
a religious community," and the 

Central Conference of American Rabbis passed a resolution which included this senti
ment: 
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"We beli~ve that _Israel-the J ewi h people-like v ry other religious c mmuni n 
has the right to hve, to be at home, and to a ert iL m age in ev ry part of the 
world." (Vol. X, page 666, The niver al Je, i h En yclop <.lia.) 

The Encyclopedia says further, that "During the f1 cnty years that foll O'w d (the 
1897 declaration. demande.d ~Y Rabbi Wi e, foll wing the Ba I ongre . ) , the on
ference of American Rabbis 1. sued re olution aft r r lu tion r j ·tillg and r 1mdiating 
Zionism." In 1899 Samuel Sale expre ed the political th ught f the onf r nc wh n 
he declared : 

"The American Jews are so intimately b und up wi th th hi. tory and de. tiny of 
this country that it seems to border on h rnanity a: k us t give up our gl ·i u 
heritage for a mess of pottage el ewher ." ( ol. X, pg. (3 (L) 

In 1905, the Jewish Encyclopedia was publi. hed. and th n ted Rabbi Emil ,. 
Hirsch wrote the article on "Reform Judai m." Ile Ii. t five (5) dogmas of Ref rm 
Judaism. Number four (4) reads as follow : 

"The dispersion of the Jews and the de truction of th T mple w 1· n t act of 
providential requital for sin . They were providential devi e to bring Israel 
nearer unto other children of man. The goal of I rael' hi tory is n t national 
restoration and segregation, but the ri e of a more nearly perfect humanity in 
which Jewish love for God and man hall be univer aliz d. t a Me iah, but the 
Messianic age, is the burden of Israel's hope." (Vol X, page 350.) 

In 1906, at the Indianapolis Convention, the Central onfer nee re Iv d: 

"We hereby re-affirm that religion is the tie which unit th .Jew. ; th synag ~ue 
is the basic institution of Judaism, and the congregation, its unit of repre enta
tion." (Philipson, The Reform Movement in Judai m, page 361.) 

In 1911, at the Baltimore Convention the previon statem()nts of the conference 
were reaffirmed, when the report of the committee on " hurch and State" wa adopted 
which read: 

"Inasmuch as we are unqualifiedly committed to the total separation of hurch 
and State (see the fourth sentence in Beth Israel' basic principle number two), 
we discountenance any movement in Jewish communitie on other than ~· ligious 
basis which would violate this principle and t nd to create the impre . ion that 
the Jews are an imperium in imperio (sover •iguty i ithin a o reignty)." 
(Page 361, id.) 

In the 1917 Conference of Americ::m Rabbis, the f 11 wing re lution was adopted: 
"We herewith reaffirm the fundamental principl of refon·n Judai m, that the 
essence of Israel as a prie tpeople, consists in it r ligious con ciousn ss, and in the 
sense of consecration of God and service in the world, and not in any political or 
racial national consciousness. And therefore, we look with di favor upon the new 
doctrines of political Jewish nationalism, which finds the criterion of Jewish loyalty 
in anything other than loyalty to Israel's God and Israel's reli 0 fous mi sion." 

The Chicago Conference of the CCAR (1918) made an important pronouncement 
upon this subject, more important than usual because of the Balfour declaration a few 
months prior to the meeting. The Resolution took exception to the implications of the 
Balfour declaration "that Palestine wa to be a national homeland for the Jews" and 
declared: 

"We naturally favor the facilitation of immigration to Palestine of Jews 1who, 
either because of econornic neces ity or political or religious persecution desire to 
settle there. We hold that Jews in Palestine as well as anywhere el e in the world 
are entitled to equality in political, ci1:il and religiou rights but we do not ub
scribe to the phrase in the declaration which says, 'Pal stine is to b a national 
home-land for the Jewish people.' This statement a ume that the J ws although 
identified with the life of many nations for centuries are in fact a p ovle without 
a country. We hold that Jewish people are and of right ought to be at home in all 
lands. Israel like every other religious comtnunity, has the right to live and a rt 
its message in any part of the world. We are opposed. to the ~<lea that Palestine 
should be considered the home-land of the Jews. J 1 s in A1nenca ar part of the 
American nation. The ideal of the J w is not the e tablishm nt of a J wfah state
not the reassertion of Jewish nationality which has long been outgrown. We believe 
that our survival as a people is dependent upon the as ertion and t~e maintenance 
of our historic religious role and not upon the acceptance of Palestine a a home
land of the Jewish people. The mission of the Jew i to witness to God all over the 
world." 
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Again in 1920, the CCAR expressed itself as follows: 

"We rejoice, indeed, at the present decision of the San Remo Conference to give to 
Great Britain a mandate over Palestine in line with the Balfour Declaration. But, 
we hold today what the conference declared anent the Balfour Declaration two 
years ago: We do not subscribe to the phrase in the declaration which says, 'Pales
tine is to be a national ho'me land for the Jewish people.' * * •~ Convinced that the 
1nission of the Jew is to witness to God all oier the world, emphasizing the religious 
function of Ismel, and rejecting any assertion of Jewish nationality, which it has 
long ago outgrown, we hold that Israel's Redemption will only be realized when the 
Jew will have the right to live in any part of the world, and, with all racial and 
religious prejudice and per ecution ended, Israel will be free as a religious power 
and integral part of all nations, to give world service." 

"Opposition to Zionism was quiescent in the years following the riots in Palestine 
in 1929 and the advent of the Nazis to power in Germany in 1933" says the article on 
"Zionism" in the Universal Jewish Encyclopedia. "In 1935 the Conference ( CCAR) 
resolved that a policy of neutrality and tolerance should be fostered in the Conference 
attitude towards Zionism. It was mutually agreed that the Conference take no official 
stand on the subject of Zionism. In 1942 this resolution was disregarded by the Zionists, 
who forced through the Conference a resolution ·upporting the establishment of a Jew
ish Army under a Jewish flag in Palestine. This action of the Zionists quickened to 
renewed life the opponents of political Zionism who for nearly twenty years had 
striven to cooperate in a program of unity with Zionists in aiding the cultural and 
economic development of Palestine" (Vol. X, page 666, Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, 
1942). 

The action described above; with other additional actions purposely designed to 
place all of American Jewry behind the political program of the Zionists ( through the 
American Jewish Conference); the acquiesence by delegates from the Union of Ameri
can Hebrew Congregations and the active participation and support by delegates of 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis in the maximal Zionistic platform of such 
Conference, niade it necessary for Beth Israel Congregation an American Reform Con
gregation, to set forth a re-affirmation of its basic principles which support universal 
prophetic Judaism, and which oppose the particularistic, nationalistic conception and 
interpretation of traditional Judaism. 

Question: Has there been any recent statement, similar in character, of representa
tive Jewish leaders, upon this subject? 

Answer: Ninety Reform Rabbis, objecting to the passage of a Resolution in the 
CCAR "favoring a Jewish Army" met in Atlantic City in June, 1942, and issued a 
statement of principles, which declared in part: 

"Jewish nationalism tends to confuse our fellowmen about our place and function 
in society and diverts our own attention from our historic role to live as a religious 
community wherever we may dwell." (Vol. X, page 666, Universal Jewish Ency
clopedia {1942). 

The statement issued by the Reform Rabbis, further states: 

As to Palestine rehabilitation " ... we stand ready to render unstinted aid to our 
brethren in their economic, cultural, and spiritual endeavors in that country. But 
in the light of our universalistic interpretation of Jewish history ancl destiny, and 
~lso because of our concern for the welfare and status of the Jewish people living 
m othe~ parts of the world, we are unable to subscribe to or support the political 
emphasis now paramount in the Zionist program. . . . The spiritual role is 
esl?ec~ally voic~d by Reform Judaism in its emphasis upon the eternal prophetic 
prmc1ples of hfe and thought, principles through which alone Judaism and the 
Jew can hope to endure and bear witness to the universal God." 

This st~tement was signed by rabbis "occupying leading pulpits in every section of 
the Umted States." A~ong the signers were Dr. Henry Barnston, senior Rabbi of 
Beth Israel Congrega~1on for_ 43 years (now Rabbi-emeritus), and Rabbi Hyman J. 
Schachtel, present semor rabbi of Beth Israel Congregation. 

. ~- Di~ not the ~entr~l Conference of American Rabbis in 1943 declare that "Zion-
ism 1s not mcompatible with Reform Judaism"? 

A. Yes, and that is one of the determining factors in causing Beth Israel mem
bership to reaffirm its basic principles. An informal resolution passed by a majority 
cannot at one fell swoop wipe out the facts of history, commonly accepted, over a period 
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of more than one hundred years. The pa sage of a re olution by a group, no matter 
how learned nor by how large a majority, for in tance that "we have changed our 
minds and the world is flat and not round," would not change the fact that, n v rthe
less, it has been proven that the world is round. A tudy of the hist ry of Ref rm 
Judaism rejects absolutely the compatibility of Reform Judai m and Zioni m. Facts are 
facts and resolutions do not alter them. 

Q. Who, among American Rabbi , i regarded a the great reform theol gian? 
A. Dr. Kaufmann Kohler (1843-1926) is generally accorded that di ·tinction. He 

called the Pittsburg (1885) Rabbinical Conference and was pre ident of Hebrew 
Union College for eighteen yea1·s (1903-1921). In the bi graphy on thi. gr at leader 
which appears in the Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, contribut d by Dr. arnu 1 Schul
man. Kaufmann Kohler is described "as the m st powerful intellectual f rce in Reform 
Judaism in America." Dr. Schulman says further, "By his many-sided cholarship he, 
more than any other leader, provided the foundation for the ideas which dominate the 
Reform Movement." 

Q. What views and convictions did he expre. s regarding "nationali. m" or Zioni m 
and Reform Judaism? 

A. Succinctly, we quote a few of them: 

(a) " ... the leaders of Reform Judaism ... declared them. Iv s unanimo11sly 
opposed to retaining the belief in a personal Me siah and the political restoration 
of Israel, either in doctrine or in their liturgy ... the logical outcome of the po
litical and social emancipation of the Jew in western Europe and America ... 
Zionism ... expressed the purely national aim of the J ewi h people, di. regarding 
the religious aspirations .... This term (Zionism) has ince become the watch
word of all those who hope for a political restoration, a well as of other whose 
longings are of a more cultural nature. Both regard the Jewish people a a nation 
like any other, denying to it the specific character of a prie t-people and a holy 
nation with a religious mission for humanity .... On this account, Zionism. whether 
political or cultural, can have no place in Jewi h th eology. Quite different i the 
attitude of religious Zionism which emphasize the ancient hope. and longing 
for the restoration of the Jewish Temple and State in connection with the nation
alistic movement (traditional Jewish theology) ... Political Zioni m owe it. origin 
to the wave of anti-Semitism. . . . The study of L rael's mighty pa t will, it is 
hoped, bring the conviction, the power, the hope an the refuge of Israel is in its 
God, and not in any territorial possession. We require a regeneration, not of a 
nation, but of the faith of Israel, which is its soul." ("Jewi h Theology", Kohler, 
pgs. 389-390-391.) 
(b) " ... the underlying idea, the fundamental principle of Reform Judaism to be 
accentuated more than any other, is that Judaism is no more a national religion 
than its God is a tribal god ... " (pg. 329 "Studies, Addre ses and Per onal 
Papers," K. Kohler). 
(c) " ... we, who believe in progressive Judaism ... protest as one man against 
the very idea of a return to Judea, as if that were our land, and we but foreigners, 
aliens and exiles in the country in which we live ... " (pg. 458, id). 

(d)" ... Reform Judaism in no way discourages the Jewish colonization of Pales
tine and adjoining lands, but it can only regard it a a philanthro1>ic effort deserv
ing general support ... it denounces as treason the attempt of tho e who want to 
sell our birthright, our four thousand-year-old spiritual inheritance, for a mes of 
pottage ... and their American citizenship for a land in the clouds ... a piritual 
Zion for all mankind is the goal, the aim of reform Judaism." (pg. 334, Id.) 

(e) " ... the place of the Jew is not among the League of Nations but among the 
League of Religions ... " (pg. 198 id). 

Q. Are there other Rabbinical statements that "we are a religious community" 
which indicates that this has been the accepted principle of Reform J udai m? 

A. The following is a quotation from a very exhaustive and illuminating article on 
"Reform Judaism and the Prayer Book" written for "The Synagogue" (October, 1941) 
by Rabbi Frederic A. Doppelt: 

"By far the most crucial aspects of the Union Prayer-book center about major 
vrinciples in traditional Jewish life. . . . with a single sweep, it discarded every 
supplication 'for the restoration of_ Zion to its pri~tine p~siti?n in ~ e:Vish life.' Thi 
liturgical stroke was, of_ course, 1!1 h~rmony. with asl'.!1rat10ns r1smg out of the 
whole philosophy of J ew1sh emancipation durmg the nineteenth century and was 
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in line with the doctrine of Israel as a religious community only-a doctrine 
Reform Judaism evolved out of its interpretation of J~wish theology ••• " 

and, again in a stirring speech made to the Uni?n of "Americ~n Hebrew Cong~eg~!ions 
meeting in Detroit (1941) which speech was entitled The Failures of the Umon, Dr. 
Louis L. Mann of Chicago said : 

"Not sufficient effort has been made to keep Reform alive and alert. • •• Read the 
history of Holdheim, Geiger, Einho!n, Samuel Hir~ch, Kohl_er,. Isaac M. Wise a!1d 
Emil G. Hirsch and you will find m Reform Judaism a miss10nary zeal, a social 
passion, and a personal sense of consecration that WE: are w?efully_ lacking today. 
Stripped of non-essentials, it was a return to prophe~ic Judaism, with_ less. emp_ha
sis upon form, ritual and ceremony and more empha_s1s upon the practical 1deahsm 
and social vision of the prophets. But it was something morel It was a pronounce
ment that Israel is a religious community, and not a nation in any modern secular 
sense of that word ... " 

Q. Have other great American Rabbis stressed the religious nature of the Jewish 
group throughout history? 

A. Yes, we cannot give them all; but Dr. H. G. Enelow, president of the CCAR 
(1927-1929) clearly expressed it: 

"If one consults Jewish history as to what the Jews have been throughout the 
ages, one receives but one answer, and an unequivocal one. The Jews have been a 
religious group, and nothing else, first and last. Their appearance was due to a 
religious motive; their survival has been secured by a religious ideal; and their 
millenial martyrdom-their unparalleled martyrdom all over the world-has been 
inspired by their matchless religious fidelity." 

STATEMENTS AS TO "CAUCASIAN RACE" 

Q. Why do the basic principles make reference to the "Caucasian" race? 

A. To correct the erroneous impression, even among Americans of Jewish faith, 
that there is a distinct "Jewish" race; which impression has been capitalized upon by 
anti-Semites. If there be confusion and misunderstanding in the minds of parents, 
no blame can attach to children who, at school answering the questions as to their 
"race" often answer "Jewish"; and give the same erroneous answer when quizzed as to 
their "nationality." We believe that Americans of Jewish faith, where the facts are 
consonant, should not hesitate to assert that they are of the white ( Caucasian) race, 
that their nationality is American and that their religion is Judaism. These principles, 
it must be remembered, are written for the members of Beth Israel Congregation. All 
members of the Congregation are white. lt is known that there are Jews living in other 
parts of the world, and some in America, who are Ethiopians and Mongolians; but 
there are none that are members or prospective members of Beth Israel. 

Q. What is the authority for the statement that the Jews, or "Semites" are mem
bers of the general division of classes of the races of mankind known as the "Cau
casian" or "White" race? 

A. (1) Webster's Unabridged Dictionary defines "Semite" as: 
"A member of the Caucasian race, now chiefly represented by Jews and Arabs, 
b?t in ancient ~imes including also the Babylonians, Assyrians, Armenians, Phoeni
cians, and various other peoples of Southwest Asia." 

(2) Webster's "New" International Dictionary defines "Caucasian" as: 
"Designating or pertaining to the division of mankind comprising the chief races 
of Europe, North Africa and Southwestern Asia ... The typical peoples of the 
race are comprised of the speakers of the Indo-European, Semitic and Hamitic 
languages." 

(3) "The Races of Mankind" by Dr. Gene Weltfish and Prof. Ruth Benedict, of the 
Department of Anthropology, Columbia University, says: 

"How are races classified? . . . The three primary races of the world have their 
strongest developm~nt in areas A, B and C on the map on page 9 ... A is the 
area of the Caucasian Race, B of the Mongoloid Race, C of the Negroid Race ... 
(pg. 10) ... Aryans, Jews, Italians are not races . ... Hitler uses the term 
(A~yan~) in. m~ny ways ..... As Hitler uses it, the term 'Aryan' has no mea_!li}lg, 
racial, lmgu1stic, or otherwise. Jews are people who practice the Jewish religion. 
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They are of all races, even Negro and Mongolian .... The so-called 'Jewi h type' 
is a Mediterranean type, and no more 'Jewish' ihan the South Italian ... Italians 
are a nationality . ... The Germans, the Russian , and all other nations of Europe 
are nations, not races." (Pags. 11-12.) 

( 4) Dr. Melville Jacobs, Professor of Anthropology, Univer ity of Washington 
and Associate Editor of "The American Anthropologi t" ontributed one of the article 
to the book "Jews in a Gentile World" (MacMillan, 1942). He ~ays in the chapter 
entitled "Jewish Blood and Culture:" 

"The Jews are hybrids like all other population. and are biologically no better 
or worse than anyone else. . . . There i no evidence f r the exi~tence of a dis
tinctive Jewish blood or 'race,' nor has there v 1· b n a group f family line. 
of Jews that could be called a 'race.' The Jewi. h 1 ad r who speak about 'onr race' 
is talking unadulte1·ated nonsense. When either he • she accede to such a notion, 
or uses such words, there is an admission in effect that the racial nonsen . e utt red 
by the bitterest enemies of the Jewish people i. Jikewi e biologic truth. It i no 
longer necessary to reiterate the puerile claim of a common 'racial' character to 
take dignified pride in participation in a rich historic and religious heritage. 
Therefore, it is correct to affirm the existence of a 'J wi h r li,q ·on,' a 'J ewi h 
community of peoples,' a continuity of cultm·al f ornrn and other non-biological 
entities ... " (page 54-55). 

In the same b0ok is another notable chapter contributed by Dr. Carleton Stevens 
Coon, Assistant Professor of Anthropology, Harvard University. The chapter which he 
writes is entitled "Have the Jews a Racial Identity." He ay : 

"In order to approach this question intelligibly it will be necessary to begin with 
a review of the racial history of white peoples, and with a cla ification of white 
races, since Jewish history is an e sential part of 'U hitc racial history ... " (page 
21) .... The Jews, therefore, are not a race . ... They are a group of people as 
united biologically as is the average intermarrying- ocial or geographical unit 
found among white peoples; they have racial peculiaritie which serve to differ
entiate the majority of them anthropometrically from their non-Jewish com
patriots and neighbors," (page 35) concludes Professor Coon. 

( 5) Rabbi Julian Morgenstern, President of Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, 0., 
in an address entitled "Nation, People, Religion, What Are We," delivered October 
16th, 1943, says in the opening paragraph of his learned address: 

"Our remotest ancestors were of the Aramaean family of the Semitic branch of 
the Caucasian race." 

Q. While the designation of "Caucasian" race in close conjunction with designation 
of nationality and religious affiliation, clearly indicates that the purpose i to negate 
the impression, in some quarters, that there is a "Jewish" race, is it not also true that 
"Caucasian" is the generally used generic term as applied commonly and legally to the 
members of the "white" race? 

A. Yes, and it has been so held in important court decisions construing Federal 
statutes regulating immigration, and naturalization of aliens. The U. S. statute reads 
that "the right to become a naturalized citizen ... shall extend only to whit" persons, 
etc., ... " and the courts have been called upon to define and construe "white" persons. 
The United States Supreme Court declares: 

"'White persons' ... import a racial and not an individual test, and as meaning 
persons of the Cauca,sia,n race, regardless of the color of the kin of the individual." 
(43 Sup .Ct. 65; 260 U. S. 178.) 

And a late Federal court decision on this point (1943) rules: 

"This section uses the words 'white persons' as synonymous with a member of 
the Caucasian race, as popularly understood, so that scientific or ethnological clas
sification of races are not significant in applying this section." ( In re Ahmed 
Hassan, D. C. Mich., 1943, 48 F. Supp. 843.) 

And an early Federal court decision held: 

"Free white persons" included members of the white or Caucasian race, as distinct 
from the black, yellow, red and brown races. (U. ~- v. Balsa~a, N. Y. 1910, 180 F. 
694, 103 C. C. A. 660 affirming, and other cases cited following above.) 
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And in 1921, a Missouri Federal Court decision states: 

"Whether or not historically the term 'Caucasian' i accurate as a designation of 
the white race, it is a term which appeals to common understanding and to that of 
the lawmakers with practical definiteness, and the term "white person" may now 
be said to have a well understood meaning." Petition of Charr, D. C. Mo. 1921, 
273 F. 207.) 

AID TO JEWISH SETTLEMENT IN PALESTINE 

Q. DoeL thi principle frown upon and di courage efforts to help the Jewish settle
ment in Palestine? 

A. A uredly not. The educational, social, economic and spiritual life of the 
Pale tinian Jews have always been the object of concern and assistance of American 
Refo1·m Jew and will continue to be in no lesser degree than it is the concern of all 
Jew . The la t sentence of Beth Israel principle number two (2) reads: 

"With regard to the Jewish settlement in Palestine we consider it our sacred 
privilege to promote the spiritual, cultural and social welfare of our co-religionists 
there." 

DO ALL PALESTINIAN JEWS WANT A "JEWISH" NATION 

Q. Do all the Jews living in Palestine favor a "Jewish" nation, state or common
wealth? 

A. o; many do not. The movement for a Jewish nation receives more impetus 
and dri ing force from without Palestine than from within. We quote from the 
Univer. al Jewi h Encyclopedia: 

"Judah L. Magnes, head of the Hebrew University (Palestine) since its opening 
in 1925, and other prominent Jewish and Arab leaders predicted that inevitable 
conflicts would arise if Palestine became either a "Jewish state" or an "Arab 
tate." Magnes warned (Foreign Affafrs, January, 1943) of the danger of war 

between Jews and Arabs if some compromise was not made by the Jews and Arab 
nationalist . He asked for the 'union' of Jews and Arabs in the formation of a 
'bi-national state' . . . Zionists saw in the . . . 'union' plan the destruction of 
their hopes for a National State. They called for the repudiation of Magnes and 
for hi dismissal for decla1·ing that Jewish nationalism 'is unhappy, chauvinistic, 
narrow and terroristic in the best style of European nationalism.' (New Palestine, 
January 8, 1943.)" (Vol. X, pg. 667.) 

ISRAEL'S RECORD AS A NATION 

Q. I the history of the Israelites, as a nation, such as to justify the hope that 
it would make a great contribution to the history of the world, as a restored nation? 

A. "In the entire period of five and one-quarter centuries of national existence, 
J rael a a nation achieved absolutely nothing distinctive or unique, to indicate innate 
ability or genius in that direction .... Actually for no more than approximately one
sixth of its somewhat more than three thousand years of existence as a people did 
I rael play the role of a nation. And for a full three-fourths of this period its role as 
a nation was inglorious, unhappy and dominated by a persistent and inavertible threat 
of doom. As a nation, as a self-governing political entity, Israel contributed little, 
perhap nothing at all, to the content and progress of civilization. . . . As a people, 
however, and particularly as a people dominated by the consciousness of its relation to 
its God. I rael contributed much, very much, which was basic to the progress of civiliza
tion, and constitutes the unshakeable foundation of the social, spiritual and cultural 
life of all mankind and of our vision and hope of today and tomorrow ... " (Excerpts 
from addre s of Dr. Julian Morgenstern, President of Hebrew Union College, October 
16, 1943.) 

ARE JEWS "HOMELESS?" 

Q. I the 1·estoration of Palestine necessary to solve the historic "homelessness" 
of the Jew ? 

A. On January 7, 1943, Rabbi Hyman Judah Schachtel, at that time Rabbi of 
Wet End Synagogue (now senior Rabbi Congregation Beth Israel, Houston), issued a 
statement , hich answers this question: 
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"The second point that calls particularly for refutation i the . o-calle<l hi. toric 
homelessness of the Jews which the political Zionist continually tre . . e . Here 
I must confess I don't know what they mean. We Anierican .J ws m·e not hom less. 
The British Jews fighting valiantly for B1·itain do not regard th 1ns lt es a hom -
less. Nord~ the Russian Jews shedding th fr blood along th ,.,,000-mile front. Nor 
do the Polish Jews fighting with their Ch1·istian fellow-citizens in the ranks of 
the Polish army. If there are Jews who feel homele , that moti n d riv n t 
from an abstract philosophy but froni th r ality of persecHtion. Pal st.ine it elf 
has had within the last 10 years a large increase in it Jewish populati n. But it 
was no mystical concept of homeles ne s that brought th m there. Quit the con
trary, it was lack of democracy, it was fa cism that ~ nt thou and of J ws to 
Palestine from Germany and neio-hborin • countri , just a. it ent th u and of 
them to other parts of the world. The problem was the d nial of f1111clwm ntal 
human rights. It was part and parcel of the same onrushing force of darkne . 
which sent hundreds of thou ands of refug es of atholic and Protc tant faith 
out of their homes and countries, and which finally precipitated th war. 

"If Eu.rope is emancivated-if Europe aft r the war has n n w bfrth of fre dom, 
there will be no need for m'ti-ficial lands of refug for forced 1nigrant . . And if 
Eu.rope and the world m·e not so emancipated then tlzae is refuge nowh e1· . 

"The followers of Judaism loolc upon Palestine as th cradle of their fail h, b11t 
they regard the wo1·ld as their domicile, so that togeth r with all oth 1· God-rever
ing men and women, they may work out a way of life which shall bring justic and 
peace to all. The Jews are essentially a r ligious community, whose niis io11 is to 
lead themselves toward, and co-operate with others into, the way of righteou. ness." 

Q. What were the thoughts of Dr. Kaufmann Kohler on this ubjeci? 

A. In a lecture on "Zionism" he says: 

" ... the very fact that a home should be provided for the Jew implies the idea, 
wholly erroneous, that the Jews, living in various countries of ccid ntal civiliza
tion, still look to Palestine as their home ... even the Orthodox Jew, who prays 
for the restoration of the Jewish kingdom, cannot accept this movement a the ful
fillment of the Messianic prophecy, which must come by supernatural intercession 
of Divine Providence .... we .... who beHev,e in progressive Judaism ... protest 
as one man against the very idea that we are but foreigners, aliens and exiles in 
the country in which we live ... while we love Judea as the land where the cradle 
of our ancestors stood ... we cling with every fibre of out heart to the land of our 
birth and citizenship .... We repudiate the idea that Judea is the home of the Jew, 
which unhomes the Jew all over the wide ,earth .... " 

DOES JEWISH "NATIONALISM" AFFECT AMERICAN SOLIDARITY? 

Q. Upon the intimation of "divided allegiance" which suggested the po. itive state
ment about the "Stars and Stripes" being our flag, the United States our nation, etc., 
can there be any doubt as to the loyalty of the Jew, Zionist or non-Zionist? 

A. Upon the basis of the record of the Jews, from Revolutionary times on to the 
present time, there can be none. But "records" are not always consulted and "impres
sions" are deduced and become lasting. This was probably the rea on for the trong 
statement made by Congressman Julius Kahn, who for twenty-six years repre ented 
the state of California in the Congress of the United States. (Mrs. Kahn was elected 
to succeed her husband as Congresswoman, upon his death.) In an article, "Why Most 
American Jews Do Not Favor Zionism" (New York Times, magazine section, February 
16, 1919) Congressman Kahn sets forth his reasons for opposing the Jewish state: 

"1. It creates a divided allegiance between our country with it Stars and Stripe , 
and Zion, with its white flag and blue star. The American .Tew know but one fla ·, the 
Stars and Stripes. 2. The Zionist doctrine is in conflict with our own free institutions 
(separation of church and state). 3. Palestine is small; it could never support the 
millions of Jews who live in countries where Jewish persecution i a matter of ommon 
occurrence. 4. The greatest danger to the Jews in all those countries where th y are 
on entire equality with every other class of citizens, is that with the establi hment of a 
separate Jewish state they would be looked upon as ali ns where today they are 
re pected citizens." 

Q. Is there danger to Jews and Judaism in Zionistic political national doctrines? 

A. We give several statements which are thoughtful views upon related subjects 
that should provoke thought: 
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(a) In May, 1921, there appeared an article in World's Work, an influential 
periodical of liberal tendencies, which expresses by way of illustration the present day 
thinking of many Americans of Jewish faith: 

"Americans see in the Zionistic movement a menace to American solidarity; for 
anything that tends to make any section of the population transfer a modicum of 
its allegiance, even a sentimental and religious allegiance, to foreign soil is an 
impediment to that undivided devotion which true Americanism demands. Ameri
cani m, after all, is a jealous mistress and can brook no rivals." 

(b) That political Zionism and its advocacy may stimulate anti-Semitism in Amer
ica, is a thought expressed in the book "Jews In A Gentile World" (MacMillan, 1942). 
Dr. J. O. Hertzler, Chairman of Department and Professor of Sociology at the Uni
versity of Nebra ka, contributes one of the chapters in his study on "Anti-Semitism." 
He state : 

"Nevertheless, the Zioni t movement at present does serve as another irritant in 
maintaining anti-Semitism. While only a minority of Jews are Zionists, many more 
are sympathetic with the movement. The non-Jew feels that the Jew, despite his 
protestations to the contrary, is still a 'foreigner' at heart; still divided in his 
loyalty and sympathy; still not a complete national. ... Many of the Jews, he 
feels, are still a people more interested in their own nation and their own people 
than in their allegiance to the countries in which they have thrown their lot. The 
non-Jew can understand why the cruelly persecuted Jews of Germany, Poland, 
Rumania, or Hungary should want to go to Palestine. But why do young, sup
posedly assimilated Jews, with their political and economic and social opportunities, 
want to go to the marshes or deserts of Palestine painfully to try to hew out an 
eight acre orange grove? Does the Jew seek to establish a twentieth-century 'inter
national ghetto'? While this dual relationship may be justified in the mind of the 
Zionist Jew, it is hard to understand and justify in any other mind." 

( c) Early in 1944, Resolutions were offered in the House of Representatives and 
the Senate of the Congress of the United States, designed to have Congress express 
its disapproval of the British White Paper, ending immigration of Jews into Palestine. 
The resolution, however, went much further than this, and would have placed Congress 
upon record as favoring the eventual establishment of a Jewish commonwealth in 
Palestine. There was no opposition to that portion of the resolution protesting the 
White Paper, but a furore was raised over the attempted "commitment" as to an 
eventual Jewish commonwealth. 

These resolutions (Wright-Compton in the House of Representatives) and the 
(Wagner-Taft in the Senate) were "deferred"-meaning killed for the time being
by request of the Secretary of State, the Secretary of War and the urgent request of 
Chief of Staff, Geo. C. Marshall. The President of the United States backed the army's 
stand on requesting the deferment of the consideration "on military grounds." 

The American Jewish Conference is responsible for the introduction of these reso
lution at this time. Their "interim" committee "represented" ( ?) Jewish demands. 
Beth Israel Congregation is on record by resolutions passed November 23, 1943, and 
through its basic principles, that the American Jewish Conference does not speak for 
the membership of Beth Israel. What a tragedy for Jews of American faith, that in 
the midst of a war, not yet won, an administration at Washington, in the interest of 
the success of that war, feels impelled to ask the Congress not to act favorably upon a 
resolution offered "in the name of the Jews of America." 

Rabbi William H. Fineshriber, of Philadelphia, appeared in opposition to this 
measure before the Foreign Affairs Committee of the House. He favored the protest 
agai11 t the immigration curtailment, but urged opposition to the "Jewish Common
wealth." An excerpt from this testimony is here given: 

"I come to protest ... against that section of your Resolutions which speaks of 
the Jewish people, constituting a so-called 'Jewish Commonwealth' ... I take it 
that means Palestine shall be made what would properly be called a Jewish Com
monwealth. Does that mean that all of the citizens of the Commonwealth will be
come Jews, just as we are all Americans by virtue of being citizens ... ? And 
does it mean that Jews, outside of that so-called 'Jewish Commonwealth ' shall 
thereafter, cease to be Jews just as those, not native of this country or nat~ralized 
citizens, are not American? Or does it means some confu ed, mixed pattern unlike 
anything else in the world political order, a puzzling, bewildering inter~ixture 
tending to make Jews all over the world an abnormal concept? The~e was such a 
commonwealth up to about two thousand years ago, a state like other states ... 
a nation with its own language, its own authorities, its own political development, 
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which with time ~ent the way of all nations. During its hi ·t ry ... it had its 
co~quests ... was m tu!n conquered ... it laid tribute on other ... in turn paid 
tribute to other countries ... it fought war it had internal . trife civil war 
dissensions, political upheavals and finally ... 

1

the Jewi h nation wa 'obliterated: 
~nly one thing ~u_rvived . .. a great truth emerged that was fa hion d and shaped 
mto a great religion. Out from among the e people came the vi ion of the Oneness 
of God and, consonant with that, of the eternal broth rlwo<l of man ... came the 
Ten Commandments as a guide to ethical conduct and lat r, th exh rtati n of the 
prophets and seers ... and those prophets, and tho e that pre eded th m and tho e 
that followed them, gave voice to tern.al truth · . ... Will you now take it upon 
yourself to turn the clock back, to revert that anci nL and univ nml faUh into 
secular channels, into the channel of nationali in 1 A k your J ewi h f II w-citizens 

anywhere in our beloved country what his 1·eligi n i. and he will ay: 'I am 
of the Jewish faith.' Ask his nationality and he will sp ak with ju tifi d pride in 
the world's greatest title: '/ am an American. ' This being o, I pray that no act 
of yours, no act of the American people whom you r pr ent, will ntangle this 
crystal clear concept of a religion with the . ecular, the politi al omple.xitie. of a 
state or commonwealth .... " 

(d) The statement issued by leading American Je\ . , presented to Pr . ident 
Wilson and directed to the peace conference of 1919, i a. true today a when issued: 

" 'This demand for a Jewish National State not only mi. repre ent the trend of 
the history of the Jews, who ceased to be a nation two thou. and year~ ago, but 
involves the limitations and possible annultnent of the larger claim of J w for 
full citizenship and human rights in all lands in which tho. e rights are not yet 
secure.' Demanding justice and equality for all the people of Palestine, under the 
fundamental 1·ules of democracy, the signers of the tat ment saw in the Zioni t 
plan for a national state in Palestine a pirit 'totally contrary to the practices of 
free government' ... They asked that Palestine be constituted as a 'free and in
dependent state, under a democratic form of government, recognizing n di tinc
tions of creed or race or ethnic descent' and further declared 'We do not wish to 
see Palestine now or at any time in the future, 01·ganized as a Jewish ·tate.' " 
(Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. X, pg. 667.) 

(e) Rev. Dr. Samuel H. Goldenson, Rabbi of Temple Emanu- 1, ew York, . aid 
in a statement issued December 30, 1942: 

"The danger to Judaism in the Zionist doctrines is in it empha is up n the earlier 
and narrower features of our heritage, the features that lead to separatism and 
exclusiveness. Such tribal ways of thinking lie behind the v ry id ologie that 
are now causing us Jews and the world at large the greatest suffering. How much 
agony the world would have been spared during these tragic days, if men of every 
creed had learned to take counsel of the higher and nobler teachings of their own 
faiths!" 

REFORM PRINCIPLES AND AMERICAN-ISM 

Q. Why did Isaac M. Wise choose to stress "Americanism" in his pa . ionate 
preachment of Reform Judaism? 

A. Rabbi Allan Tarshish answers this que tion in his addre s on I aac M. Wise 
before the Central Conference of American Rabbis, held in Cincinnati, 1942. He says: 

". . . Americanization was included in Wi e's plan to enlighten the Jew through 
Reform. . . . 'The Jew mu t become an American in order to regain the proud 
consciousness of the free born man.' (Reminiscences, page 331 ff.) Wise did not 
want Jews to become Americans imply to lose them elves in the mas , but he 
wanted Jews to feel at home, to have an inner pirit of freedom and independence 
which would lead to natural growth and progress. It wa not the melting pot of 
Zangwill that he wanted, but rather the 'two way pas age' in the pattern of Louis 
Adamic: he wanted the Jews to be strengthened by the democratic spirit of Ameri
can life and in turn to use that strength and natural equilibrium for higher 
democratic practices and religious elevation. Wise and Reform have helped the 
American Jew achieve this inner strength and feeling of security, this permanent 
understanding of the need for a natural balance ... " (pg. 335, Year Book, CCAR, 
1942). 
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PRINCIPLE No. 3 

We believe in the coming of a Messianic Age and not in a personal Messiah. We recognize that 
it is our hallowed duty to speed the coming of the Brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood 
tf God, which is the Messianic ideal for which the righteous of all people work and pray. 

Statement: Reform Judaism's belief in a Messianic "age" contrasts with tradi
tional Judaism's conception of the coming of a personal Mes iah. These differences are 
shown in the contrasts in the prayer books used in Synagogues and Temples. 

Question: What is the well krntwn prayer setting forth the Reform Jew's hope 
for the coming of a Messianic age, as used in the Union Prayer Book? 

Answe1·: It is that portion of the "Adoration" which reads: 
"May the time not be distant, 0 God, when Thy name shall be worshipped in all 
the earth, when unbelief shall disappear and error be no more. Fervently we pray 
that the day may come when all men shall invoke Thy name, when corruption 
and evil shall give way to purity and goodness, when superstition shall no longer 
enslave the mind, nor idolatry blind the eye, when all who dwell on earth shall 
know that to Thee alone every knee must bend and every tongue give homage. 
0 may all created in Thine image, recognize that they are brethren, so that, one 
in spirit and one in fellowship, they may be forever united before Thee. Then 
shall Thy kingdom be established on earth and the word of Thine ancient seer be 
fulfilled: The Lord will reign forever and ever; On that day the Lord shall be One 
and His name shall be One." 

Q. What do the Jewish Encyclopedias say about this idea? 

A. (1) The Jewish Encyclopedia (1905) in its article on "Reform Judaism" says 
this, concerning the dogmas of Reform Judaism: 

"The goal of Israel's history is not national restoration and segregation, but the 
rise of a more nearly perfect humanity in which Jewish love for God and man 
shall be universalized. Not a Messiah, but the Messianic age, is the burden of 
Israel's hope." (Vol. X, page 350.) 

(2) The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia (1942), Vol. VII, page 502 says: 
"The Reform Movenient in Judaism discarded the belief in a Messiah and inter
peted the ancient Messianic hope to refer to a period o.f peace and human regenera
tion, omitting all reference to the restoration of the Jewish nationhood on the 
soil of Palestine. While at first the main impetus toward the denial of Jewish 
nationalism was the desire for emancipation, it later assumed a scientific basis, 
whereby the Messianic ideal was stripped of all its particularistic and national 
elements. All references to the Messiah and to the hope for a return to Palestine 
were removed from Reform prayer books, and at the various conferences held in 
Germany and in the United States, this new interpretation of the Messianic belief 
was given prominence." 

Q. What did the Rabbinical Conference at Philadelphia in 1869 say about the 
Mes ianic aim of Israel? 

A. When adopting its platform, the very first principle read: 

"The Messianic aim of Israel is not the restoration of the old Jewish state under 
a descendant of David, involving a second separation from the nations of the earth, 
but the union of all of the children of God, so as to realize the unity of all rational 
creatures and their call to moral sanctification." 

Q. What is the first authoritative Reform Rabbinical expression upon this subject? 

A. At the Frankfort Conference, held in 1845 in which the great Reform leaders 
of Germany attended, Geiger, Hirsch, Formstecher, Einhorn, Holdheim and Phillipson, 
the resolution adopted on this question read as follows: 

"The Messianic idea should receive prominent mention in our prayers, but all 
petitions for our return to the land of our fathers and for the restoration of a 
Jewish state should be eliminated from the prayers." ("The Reform Movement in 
Judaism," Philipson, page 180.) 

Q. Did the great Pittsburg Conference of 1885 set forth a declaration upon the 
matter of Israel's Messianic hope? 
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A. Yes, the first sentence of plank o. 5, reads: 

"We recognize, in the modern era of univer al cultur of h art and int 11 ct the 
approaching of the realization of I rael's great Me ianic hope for th tabli h
ment of the kingdom of truth, ju. tice, and peace among all men." 

Q. Wh_at is the contrast between the teachings of traditi nal Orth d . y and Re
form Judaism over the question of a Me iah? 

;J-· Rabbi Da!id P~ilipson, in his book "The Ref rm Mo m n in Juclai : m" . ay. : 
Connected with this change of the conception of Judai. m from a nati nal to a 

universal faith is. the di~erence in ~ttitude on th M .. ianic que ti n. Rabbinical 
(Orthodox) Judai m po its the commg of a ve,-.·onal I s.<1iah • RP.form Judai m 
rejecting thi , teaches the coming of a M ~ iani ag of univ r' al p a and go ci 
will .a1!1ong men. In the wake of the thought of the gr at unknown pr ph t f the 
captivity! c~mmonly kn~wn as the econd I aiah, R form Judai. m appli : th idea 
of Messianic leadership to the people of Isra l, not to any on individual." 
( Pages 5, 6.) 

Q. Did Isaac M. Wise preach the doctrin of the 1: . iani a,. a di ~ti ngui h d 
from a personal Messiah? 

A. Yes, and he was "excommunicated" for it, as he r lat . in hi b ok Rcmini:-
cences": 

"Shortly after my re-election in Albany the following bull of xcommunication, 
signed by Dr. Raphall and the officers of the Orthodox congregation of harl . ton, 
appeared in the columns of the Occid nt: 'Since Wi e d clared publi ly and de
cidely in Charleston that he does not believe in the pe1·s011al Me iah nor in b dily 
resurrection, he is no longer fit to act a rabbi or reli iou teach r of a J wi h 
congregation, and hence he should be 1·emoved from his post at Albany a o n a 
possible.' At first I laughed at the pre umptuou , medieval nonsen~iral cl 
ment, since my beliefs were no s cret in Albany, nor did it ver occur t m 
conceal them ... " (Pg. 152, Remini cences, of I aac M. Wi .) 

PRINCIPLE No. 4 

We accept as binding only the moral laws of Mosaic legislation and Prophetic teaching. While 
respecting the convictions of our Orthodox and Conservative brethren concerning the rabbinical and 
Mosaic laws which regulate diet, priestly purity, dress, and similar laws, we, however, as an American 
Reform Congregation, reject the religious obligatory nature of the same, as having originated in ages 
and under influences of ideas and conditions which today are entirely unsuited, unnecessary and 
foreign to the beliefs and observances of progressive Judaism in modern Am rica. We shall maintain 
ond use in connection with our religious services only such ritual and ceremonies as may be approved 
by the Congregation from time to time and which may symbolize, in effective and beautiful form, the 
principles of our faith, and, which are adapted to the progressive and liberal spirit of our times. 

Statement: The principles here enunciated are neither new nor n v 1. They re
state basically fundamental Reform Judai m. A written, there are includ cl both 
positive and negative statements. First, on the positive ide i the acceptance of the 
binding obligation of Mosaic moral law· and legislation and Prophetic teaching; and 
the pledge to maintain and use rituals and ceremonie that ymbolize in effective and 
beautiful form the principles of our faith, and which are adapted to the progr . ive 
spirit of our times. Secondly, there are the negation -the breaking away by Reform 
Judaism from the belief in the religious obligatory nature of all written P nlatcuchal 
laws and the oral laws codified in the Shulchan Aruk referring t acrific , and the 
priesthood or to Palestine· laws as having "originated in age and under influence of 
ideas and conditions which are today entirely unsuited, unnec . ary and for ign to the 
beliefs and ob ervances of progre ive Judaism in modern Ame1·ica." 

Question: Is this a new and daring thought of B th I ra 1 on re!!ation or i h re 
Rabbinical authority for these tatements as principl s of Am rican Reform J u<lai m? 

Answer: The "Declaration of Principles" of Reform Judaism as adopt d by t~e 
Rabbinical Conference held in Pittsburgh in 1885 is the ourcc of the languag u ed m 
this principle. A clos; reading of the third and fourth plank of the Pitt burg t_ate
ment of principles reveals almost an identity of language as well a thought. The Pitts
burg (1885) third declaration reads: 

"We recognize in the Mosaic legislation a sy~tem of training the Jewish. pe_ople for 
its mission during its national life in Palestine, a7!-d today accept as bindn~g only 
its moral laws, and maintain only such ceremonies as elevate and sanctify our 
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lives, but reject all such as are not adapted to the views and habits of modern 
civilization." 

and the Pittsburg (1885) fourth declaration declares: 
"We hold that all such Mosaic and Rabbinical laws as regulate diet, priestly purity 
and dress originated in ages and under the influence of ideas entirely foreign to 
our present mental and spiritual state. They fail to impress the modern Jew with 
a spirit of priestly holiness; their observance in our days is apt to obstruct rather 
than to further spiritual elevation." 

DIETARY LAWS 

Q. What does the Jewish Encyclopedia (1905) give as the position of American 
Reform Judaism on the subject of "dietary" laws? 

A. The article on "Reform Judaism from the point of view of the Reform Jew" 
contributed by Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch, Vol. X, page 350, says: 

"The Dietary Laws: The dietary laws have had their own hi ·tory in Reform 
thought .... In the United States, the Biblical equally with the Talmudic dietary 
laws have fallen generally into disuse, even in so-called conservative congrega
tions .... On the principle, fundamental to Jewi1h Reform, that the national 
exclusiveness of Judaism is no longer its destiny, these practices ( dietary laws), 
necessarily resulting in Jewish separatism and incorporated into the Levi ti cal 
scheme to effect Levitical purity, must be looked upon as in the same class with all 
othe1· sacerdotal and Levitically national provisions." 

Q. What was the views of Samuel Holdheim, one of the great leaders of the Re
form Movement upon this subject? 

A. In 1848 in a published reply to questions asked by Reform Jews of Arad, 
Hungary, Holdheim said: 

"As I have demonstrated scientifically elsewhere, the dietary laws belong to the 
Biblical laws of cleanliness, which have long since lost all significance . ... What
ever may have once been the reason for the dietary laws, this much is certain, that 
this reason no longer exists for us, and has no ·religious efficacy . ... Therefore 
the abrogation of the dietary laws is high]y desirable, since, in addition to being a 
disturbing feature in the civic and social life of the Jews, these laws are particu
larly prone to continue the differences between them and the other inhabitants." 
("The Reform Movement in Judaism," Philipson.) 

Q. What was the considered and authoritative opinion of Dr. Kaufmann Kohler, 
the theologian of the American Reform Movement (pre ident Hebrew Union College, 
1903-21), on the subject of the dietary laws? 

A. In "Jewish Theology," he states: 
" ... these prohibitions of 'unclean' foods were intended originally for the priest
hood and other holy men . . . as a matter of fact, the same class of animals from 
which the Israelites were commanded to abstain were also forbidden to the priests 
or saints of India, Persia, Mesopotamia, and partly of Egypt . . . whatever the 
origin of these customs ... the Priestly Code itself admits their lack of an Israelit
ish origin ... they were simply adopted by the law-giver of Israel to make the 
whole people feel their priestly calling . . . it cannot be denied that these laws 
actually disciplined the tnedie1.1al Jew ... the question remains whether they still 
fulfill their real object of consecrating Israel to its priestly mission among the 
nations. Certainly the priestly character of these laws is no longe1· understood, 
and the g1·eat majority of the Jewish people among the various nations have long 
discarded them. Orthodo. Judaism, which follows tradition without inquiring into 
the purpose of the law , is entirely consistent in maintaining the importance of 
every item of the traditional Jewish life. Reform, Judaism has a different view ... 
it cannot afford to encourage the separation of the Jew from his environment in 
any way except through the maintenance of his religion, and cannot encourage 
the dietary laws as a means of separation. Its great problem is to find other 
method to inculcate the spirit of holiness in the modern Jew, to render him con
sciou of his priestly mission, while he lives in unison and fellowship with all his 
fellow-citizens." (Kohler's Jewish Theology, 1918, pages 451, 452, 453.) 

Q. How does the Universal Jewish Encyclopedia define "Kashruth"? 
A. "Kashruth: A term meaning fitness, worthiness, or legitimacy and applied 
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generally !? objects ~~ _person_s which meet all Orthodox Jewish religious requirements. 
The word Kashruth 1s applied to a correctly written croll of the Torah, to a pr per 
booth ?s~d for the F~ast of Tabernac~es, to a faultles ritual bath, and to a hild born 
of rehg1ously permitted ... relations. In common parlance however the word 
"kashruth" denotes permitted food." (Vol. VI, page 327.) ' ' 

Q. What is the attitude, religiously, of the onservative Synagogues on hi que: 
tion? 

A. According to the Universal Jewish Encyclopedia " on ervative Judaism i in 
itself a J?OSi~ive embo~~me~t of Traditional Judai m" ; 'and a uch the pr amble t 
the constit~t1on of th~ . Umted S~nagog~e of America," a "union of congregation for 
the promotion of traditional Judaism" gives a one of its nd : 

"to further the observance of the Sabbath and the di ta1·y law . . " 

Q. Then the attitude of the Orthodox and the on rvative groups, n he one 
hand, as to dietary laws, is different from the aititud f Reform? 

A. Yes. For instance, in outlining the aspect of Orthodox Judai. m, the Univer al 
Jewish Encyclopedia (Vol. VI, page 240) says: 

"The Orthodox synagogue controls, through rabbis and upervi ors, the various 
aspects of the religious life of the community, such a Ka hruth (maint enance of 
the dietary laws)." 

Q. What is the extent of observance of the dietary laws'! 

A. The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia (Vol. VI, page 328) ays: 

"Until 200 years ago kashruth was observed with great scrupulousness by all Jew . 
Since then particularly in Germany and in the United States, laxity ha gr wn 
apace. Reform Judaism never officially rejected the dietary regulation , but among 
Reform Jews these have fallen into disuse. Many Jew , al thou h rear d in Ortho
dox families, have come to disregard the dietary restriction , e pecially when 
away from home ... " 

Q. Is observance of dietary laws synonymous with acceptance of Orthodoxy; and 
must therefore "Reform" Judaism accept criticism for lack of ob ervance? 

A. In these days when some Reform Rabbis seem determined upon a cour e that 
is designed to carry Reform backwards rather than forward , it i interesting to 1·ead 
the defense of Reform Judaism from the imputed critici m for disregard f cli tary 
laws as made by Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendradth, which formed a part of the " on
ference Sermon" delivered at the 1937 convention of the Ceneral onference of Ameri
can Rabbis: 

"Let some of our faint-hearted Reform Rabbis who would beat a retreat into those 
'former days' and who would lay at the door of Reform the responsibility, f r all 
the present drift and dereliction ... let them read the myriad of remonstrances 
regarding the indifference and apathy of the multitude even in the mo t rigidly 
Orthodox communities of yesterday or today; let th m read hief Rabbi Hertz's 
recent diatribe against his own flock's open violation of th e law of Kashruth; let 
them read the description of Orthodoxy's present plight a voiced by on of its 
own rabbis in the volume of ermon entitled 'The M age of I rael': 'Th cli iary 
laws,' he writes, 'are almost universally discarded; the Sabbath has well-nigh 
disappeared· synagogue attendance is negligible; hri tmas trees are becoming 
ever more p~pular and intermarriage shows no signs of abating'; let them appraise 
all such actual conditions as these and be reali tic enough to confe with an ther 
leader of Conservative J udai m in America: 'We can n more be the Jew of 
Hear, Ye Sons than an aeroplane can be an oxcart. V>( e may be_lieve ~hat type of 
living quaint and beautiful, but we cannot model o~H hves upon it. It 1 a m~1. eum 
piece to be admired but not emulated. In a nostal 1c mood we may long for 1t, but 
when we are actually confronted with the choice, we will not choose it.' (Israel 
Goldstein, the Message of Israel, page 198.)" 

Q. What is the origin of kashruth? 

A. The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia (1942). ays th~t "n~ one lcn~ws the origi!1 
or purpose of kashruth. Observance is commanded m the Bible with the simple admoni
tion to 'be holy' (Lev. 11:44)." (Page 330, Vol. VI.) 
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ARE JEWS WHO "KEEP KOSHER11 BARRED FROM BETH ISRAEL MEMBERSHIP? 

Q. Does "Principle o. 4'' which "rejects the laws which regulate diet" signify, 
as has been charged, that a member or prospective member of Beth Israel Congregation 
"who observes the laws of K.ashruth is barrnd from membership"? 

A. Certainly not. The principle rejects, as it plainly states, "the religious obli
gatory nature of the dietary laws." Any individual that is a member of the congrega
tion who does not keep "Kosher" i not regarded a being religiously derelict or of 
comniitti11 g a, sin. Any member who wi hes to keep "Kosher" is free so to do; but in 
joining Beth Israel Congregation (an American Reform Congregation) he or she 
realizes, through the re-statement of this principle, that the Congregation, as a religious 
g1·oup (and in accordance with the practice in the every day lives of 99% of the mem
bership) rejects the obligatory religious nature of Mosaic and Rabbinical laws which 
regulates diet as "having originated in ages and under influences of ideas and condi
tions which to-day are entirely unsuited, unnecessary and foreign to the beliefs and 
observances of progressive Judaism in modern America." 

RITUAL AND CEREMONIES 

Q. L the re tatemeni of the principle above with regard to "ritual and ceremonies" 
an inrlication of a contemplated change in the present ritual or ceremonies? 

A. No, it is a reaffirmation of the position of Reform Judaism with regard to the 
ritual and ceremonies in u e which came into being as a part of the Reform movement 
aimed at beautifying, making intelligible and bringing order and decorum into the 
public ervice. It serve , however a a warning to the C. C. A. R. that we will use 
only such ritual "a may be approved by the Congregation" and in the hopes that the 
tendency to go back to traditional Judaism and incorporate nationalistic ideology in 
the ritual , a indicated by the Zionistic service No. V, placed in the Union Prayer Book 
revi ion of 1940, will go no further. 

Q. Did I aac M. Wise, the founder of American Reform Judaism speak out on the 
matter of ceremonial reforms? 

A. In an article written in 1854 in the American Israelite, Rabbi Wise declared: 

"Our religion contains better elements than a mere controversial and casuistical 
1·abbini. m, and these bettet ele11ients 1nust b considered the primary cause of its 
self vreservation. * * ,:, The ,Jew is consciou of the verities of his religion and 
therefore he love them better than hi life and worldly interests; he saw himself 
alone in the world, alone with his ublime idea, and therefore he lived in his faith 
and for it. It was this elevating and inspiring consciousness, and not rabbinisin 
which preserved .Tnda,is ni. But now the idea, the sublime cardinal elements, are 
almost lost sight of in the multitude of thoughtless obse1·vance of rabbinical forms 
... Judaism ha. become a set of unmeaning practices. * * * Therefore, we demand 
reform . All unrneaning f onns m:ust be laid aside as outworn garments. * * * 
Another principle of Reform is this: 'Whatever makes us ridiculous before the 
world, a it now is, may safely be and should be abolished' for we are in possession 
of an intelligent religion, and the nations from our precept and example should be 
led to say, 'This is a wise and intelligent people.' A third principle of Reform is 
'Whatever tends to the elevation of dii ine .<;e1·vice, inspire the heart of the wor
~hipper and attract him, should be done without any unnecessary delay.' A fourth 
principle of Reform i this: 'Whene11er religious obseri:ances and the just demands 
of cii ilized ociety e. ·elude each other, the former have lost their power' for religion 
was tau ht for the purpose 'to live therein and not to die therein'; our religion 
makes u active member of civilized society, hence we must give full satisfaction 
to it ju t demands. La t, or rather first, it mu t be rema1·ked, th~ leading star 
of Reform must be the maxim, 'Religion is intended to make man happy, good, 
ju t, active, charitable and intelligent.' Whatever tends to this end is truly religious 
and mu t be retained or introduced if it does not yet exi t. Whatever has an effect 
contrary to the above mu t be abolished as soon as possible." (Pages 342-343-344, 
"The Reform Movement in Judai m.") 

Q. To what doe thi tatement refer as to "ritual and ceremonies that symbolize, 
in effective and beautiful form, the principles of our faith, and which are adapted to 
the progre. sive and liberal spirit of our times"? State an outstanding example which 
contrast Reform Judaism on thi point with traditional Judaism. 

A. No better illustration can be given than in the realm of "sacrifices." The Jewish 
Encyclopedia ( Vol. X, page 628) says: 
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"Rabbinical (0:thodox) Judaism accepted the law of acl'ifice. without pre urning 
to u!1derstand 1~. Reform Jud~ism ?mits from the prayer-book reference to the 
~acr1fices, sangm_nary ceremomes bemg repugnant to its religiou consciousness; 
1t (Reform Judaism) holds that the Jewic::h doctrine of sin and atonement is not 
grounded on the sacrificial scheme." 

DRESS 

Q. What is meant by laws regulating "dre s" and Reform JudaL m' attitude 
thereon? 

A. The laws conce1·nin0" dress fall into the same category as do the law concern
ing diet. They are a part of the separati t life of Israel and Reform Judai sm 1·eject. 
any obligatory religious significance in regard thereto. A Rabbi Emil G. Hirnch in 
his article on Reform Judaism points out in the J ewi h Encyclopedia: 

"Tallit and tefillin are not worn; neither is the kittel on the Day of At nem nt, 
nor are the shoes removed on that day. Worship is engaged in with 1m cov er d 
head . ... Women no longer regard it as a religiou duty to clip or cov r up theh
hair." (Vol. X, page 351.) 

PRINCIPLE No. 5 

We recognize the complete religious equality of woman with man. 

Statement: Beth Israel Congregation as an American Reform Congre ation ac
cepts the most advanced ideas with regard to the statu of women in the Congregation; 
the membership of a married man is equally the membership of his wife and each of 
them have a vote at membership meetings of the Congregation; women are eligible to 
hold office in the Congregation and to become member of the Board. Of cour. e, we 
have family pews and use female voices in the choir. 

The equality of woman with man in a r,eligious s,ense is a principl of Reform 
Judaism. Insistence upon this principle has had its effect in Con ervative ongrega
tions but in rigidly orthodox circles the status of woman has advanced but little, and 
she is still regarded as a "minor." 

Question: When and where in the Reform Movement did the que tion of woman 
participation in public religious service first receive consideration? 

Answer:At the Breslau Conf,erence (18'46) the Reform Rabbis passed favorably 
upon the report of its Commission, which recommended "that the Rabbinical on
ference declare woman to be entitled to the same 1·eligious right and ubject to the 
:same religious duties as man." One of the six pronouncements regarding woman's 
status read : 

"That the female sex is obligated from youth to participate in religious in truction 
and the public religious service, and should be counted for minyan." 

Q. What do the Jewish Encyclopedias say as to the attitude of Reform J udai m 
on this subject? 

A. The Jewish Encyclopedia (1905) says as to "The Dogmas of Reform Judaism" 
(Vol. X, page 351): 

"Woman is no longer deemed to be a minor, but is admitted to full pa1·ticipation 
in the religious life of the Congregation." 
The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia {1942) says: 
"The Reform Movement revolutionized the position of women in J udai m. From 
the negligible place which women occupied in me~ie_val Jud~ism ~s far a,~ public 
worship was concerned, they have advanced to rehg10us parity with men. (Page 
242, Vol. VI.) 

Q. What was the attitude of Rabbi Isaac M. Wise upon this matter? 
A. Excerpts from an address by Rabbi All.an ~ar~hish _befoi:e t~e meeting of the 

Central Conference of American Rabbi held m Cmcmnat1, Oh10, m 1942 upon the 
subject "Permanent Contributions of Isaac Mayer Wise" gives the background of 
Rabbi Wise's views: 

"Wise's underlying idea that religion m~st b~ _ratio!1al and serve the e~lig~tened 
mind, is still basic and permanent. In this sp1r1t, Wise urged the emancipation of 
women. The prayer, 'Blessed art thou, 0 Lord our God, who has not made me a 
woman,' he considered a great insult (Wise by May, p. 148). He w~s the firs~ to 
introduce family pews, he urged women as members of the Congregation, of various 
committees, especially of the choir and Sunday School, and even as members of 
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the Board (Wise by May, p. 363) ... He felt that equality should be symbolized 
in the marriage ceremony through a mutual repetition of the formula and the 
exchange of rings. (Israelite, May 6, 1870.) The emancipation of women and the 
principle of equality has become a part of congregational organization, is in full 
accord with the spirit of American Democracy, and remains a necessary foundation 
of progressive life." (Year Book, CCAR, 1942, page 334.) 

PRINCIPLE No. 6 
The treasures of Divine revelation were given in the Hebrew language and in such language are 

preserved the immortal remains of a literature that influences all civilized nations. As the fulfillment 
of a sacred duty therefore, the cultivation of the Hebrew language must always be urgently desired 
by us. However, the Hebrew language has become unintelligible to the vast maiority of our co-religion
ists; therefore, while a measurable content of Hebrew is essential and desirable in our rituals and 
services, it must be used wisely as is advisable under existing circumstances. 

Statenient: This paragrnph as to Hebrew does not change nor contemplate chang
ing one iota the present status as to Hebrew in Beth Israel Congregation. It states the 
difference in religious attitude between Reform and Orthodoxy, where the prayers in 
the latter, are almost entirely in Hebrew. It was placed in the principles because there 
is some demand in certain quarters that Reform "go backwards" and substitute more 
Hebrew in the services. 

Que tion: From what source did the language used in the above principle come? 
Answer: It is taken from the statement of principles of the Reform Rabbis who 

met in Philadelphia in 1869. Their statement on this subject reads: 

"Urgently as the cultivation of the Hebrew language, in which the treasures of 
divine revelation are given and the immortal remains of a literature that influences 
all civilized nations are preserved, must be always desired by us in fulfillment 
of a sacred duty, yet it has become unintelligible to the vast majority of our co
religionists; therefore, it must make way, as is advisable under existing circum
stances, to intelligible language in prayer, which, if not understood, is a soul-less 
form." 

Q. What are opinions of the early Reform leaders on this subject? 
A. David Einhorn one of the foremost leaders of Reform in Germany, and later 

one of the foremost American Reform Rabbis (Har Sinai Congregation, at Baltimore), 
said upon this subject, during the Frankfort Rabbinical Conference, 1845: 

" ,:, * * The prime consideration is that the service should be understood and there
fore the mother tongue is the only admissible language. * * * Sentiment is praise
worthy but not that sickly sentimentalism which lames-nay, kills, all spiritual 
life. We cannot strike the rock of a dead language and expect the living waters 
which will quench the thirst of the people to issue from it." (Reform Movement in 
Judaism, Philipson, page 171.) 

Q. It has been charged that Beth Israel contemplates eliminating all Hebrew from 
the prayer book and service. Is this true? 

A. Absolutely not. The historic attitude of Reform Judaism upon this subject 
has merely been 1·estated. Orthodox Judaism insists that Hebrew is the only allow
able language of prayer for the Jew. Reform Judaism contends that prayers should 
be undel'stood and intelligible otherwise there is no efficacy. 

Q. Is this principle recognized in the Union Prayer Book'? 
A. It is. The Union Prayer Book with it extensive use of English in Prayers is 

the be t evidence. Rabbi Frederic A. Doppelt, writing upon the subject of "Reform 
Judai m and the Prayer-book" (Synagogue, October, 1941) says "The Union Prayer 
Book ... makes extensive use of the language of the land in preference to Hebrew, 
and so makes worship more intelligible"; and Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch, in The Jewish 
Encycl?pedia (1905), writing upon the subject of "Reform Judaism" says, "In public 
and private prayers the use of the vernacular language predominates. For this there 
is good historical precedent." 

Q. What is the position of Orthodox Judaism on this matter of Hebrew? 
A. "Orthodox Judaism maintains that the Mitzvoth, in creating Jewish life also 

create the environment in which the Jewish people as a minority must live f~r its 
survival. ... ~he r~ligious life of the Jew is ~hus expressed in the seventh day Sab
bath, the Jewish dietary laws . . . and also m the use of the Hebrew language at 
praye1·." (Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. VI, page 239.) 
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Q. What is the stand of Conservative Judaism in relation to Hebrew? 

_A. One of the stated purpos_es and ends of the "United Synagogue of America" 
(~h1cJt represents the Conservative ongregation ) , et fo1-th as a part of its Con
stitution: 

"to maintain the traditional character of the liturgy with H bl· i as the language 
of prayer." 

Q. Is it true that Beth Israel contemplates the di continuanc f th t aching of 
Hebrew in its Religious school? 

A. No, we are constantiy triving to improve the technique of our H br w t acl1-
ing methods. More t~an. 40 % of our Religious chool. b_udget i allocated to the teaching 
of Hebrew. The prmc1ple clearly tates our po 1tion when it declare "that the 
cultivation of the Hebrew language must always be urg ntly de ired by us b caus 
the treasures of Divine revelation were given in the Heb1·ew languag a11d in that 
language are preserved the immortal remain f a lit rature that influenc all civiliz d 
nations." 

PRINCIPLE No. 7 
The basis of brotherhood among the Jews throughout the world is Religion. Hence, it is our duty 

to help our co-roligionists whenever and wherever the need may arise, even, as we must help all 
mankind that may be in need, in accordance with the principles of our faith. 

Statement: "The tie which binds" the Jews of America with those of hina, Africa, 
Poland, Russia, England, France, Germany and those living in all other part of the 
world, is the tie of brotherhood, through Judaism, our common religion. It i. th sam 
basis of religious kinship which exist , for in tance, between an Engli hman wh i a 
member of the Episcopal faith and an American of the ame faith. There hould b no 
dissent from the stated principle of religiou duty to help our co-religionist in ne d, 
whether living in one part of the world or another; and it is equally binding up n 
Reform Jews to help "all mankind" that may be in need, a a cardinal precept of the 
religious philosophy of the Fatherhood of God and the Brothe ·hood of man, for "Have 
we not all one Father, hath God not created us all"? 

Question: What of the Jews of Palestine? 

Answer: We have the obligation to assist our fellow co-religioni is who live in 
Palestine. And, in addition, as stated in "Basic Principle No. 2" we con. ider it "our 
sacred privilege to promote the spiritual, cultural and social welfare of our co-religion
ists" in the Jewish settlement in Palestine. 

Q. Has the Central Conference of American Rabbis e pres ed itself in con onan e 
with this principle? 

A. The Indianapolis Convention of 1906 declared: 

"We herewith, reaffirm that religion is the tie which unite~ the_ J ws i the syna
gogue is the basic institution of Judaism, and the congregation, its umt of repre-
entation"; and 

at the Conference held in 1937 at Columbus, Ohio, th . A. R. stat d: 

"5. Israel. Judaism is the soul of which Israel is the body. Living in all parts of 
the world Israel has been held together by the ties of a common histo1·y, and 
above all, 

1

by the heritage of faith . ... We m~intain that it is by its religion and 
for its religion that the Jewish people has hv~d. The non_-J eif who accepts our 
faith is welcomed as a full member of the Jewish community. 

CONCLUSION 
A careful reading and study of the foregoing clearly . hows that the basic p1:in

ciples prepared by Beth Israel laymen are the pr~nciples that by general ~nderstandrng 
and tacit consent have been accepted by American Reform ongregation . f?r more 
than one hundred years. A clear and courageous r~- t~tement of _s1;1ch prm~1ples _by 
laymen seemed necessary in this day of confused thrnkmg and poht~cal "?-ampulation 
of basic principles to meet present exigencies. Therefore, a re-affirmation of uch 
principles was deemed advisable and Beth Israel has acted. 

The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia (1942) says that "It is significant that both 
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in Europe and in the United States laymen took the initiative in urging reforms. It was 
a people's nw-vement" (Vol. VI, page 241); and Rabbi David Philipson asserts "that 
it is significant that the first Reform prayer-books, both in Europe and the United 
States, were the production of laymen" (Liberal Judaism, February, 1944, page 6). 

The confused situation of Reform Judaism in America, now existing, is not unalike 
the situation which brought Reform Judaism into being in Germany as a product of 
the thinking and the courageous action of laymen. All one needs to do is to substitute 
"Reform Judaism" for Judaism in the following article which appeared in Geiger's 
Wissenschaftliche Zeitschrift, in 1837 to see the similar conditions existing then which 
brought the Reform movement into being, and the situation now which prompted Beth 
Israel's re-statement of "basic principles," both the result of the action of laymen. The 
article written by a laymen and entitled "Reflections of a Laymen" says: 

"The Jews have progressed, Judaism has stood still. There may be some who have 
a correct unde1·standing of what Judaism really is, but as long as there is no 
clear, unmistakable declaration of what is to be considered pure Judaism and what 
only temporary forrn, so long will the religion continue in its present distortion. 
As yet Judaism is supposed to include every jot of the traditional rabbinical in
terpretation . . . the prime need is a sifting of the mass of accretions that have 
attached themselves to .Judaism, and the separation of the pure metal from the 
dross; the rabbis should do this,· however, the rabbis, ministering as they do to 
congregations of many elements, are placed in a difficult position, and in their 
longing to have the confidence of all, are fearful of taking decisive steps forward 
even if they would; be the rabbis chargeable with neglect in a fearless expression 
of their religious convictions or no, it becomes the duty of us non-theologians, if we 
have the welfare of Judaism, truth and progress at heart, to make solemn declara
tion of our views in order to remove from ourselves the reproach,-first of indif
ference, and secondly, of a contradication between our thoughts and acts on the 
one hand and our religious profession on the other, as well as to encourage by this 
sign of earnest participation, such rabbis as are perhaps ready and anxious to 
take decisive steps forward. . .. T'he statement is to be a general statement of 
convictions ... it is necessary to publish such a statement ... in whatever com
munity a sufficient number of intelUg,ent laymen may be found they must unite in 
a declaration of this kind .... The differences in Judaism exist; better that the 
sympathizers range themselves together than they act single-handedly; better that 
a clear understanding be arrived at than that compromises be resorted to; better, 
in short, that the present state of affairs, be made the starting point of true 
p1·ogress than that, through willful blindness, it lead to ,complete disintegration." 
("The Reform Movement in Judaism," Philipson,, page 115.) 

It was in keeping with these thoughts and in the maintenance and the furtherance 
of the traditional precious beliefs of American Reform Judaism, as we understand 
them from our study of the history of Reform Judaism and, as we have accepted them 
in the recitation of our prayers in the Union Prayer Book, that Beth Israel's commit
tee, compiled, and its Trustees approved, and the members of the Congregation adopted 
the "basic principles." 

Note: Where emphases are used in quotations, they have been supplied by the 
compilers of the hand-book. 
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AN OPEN LETTER 
(Reading time, 22 minutes) 

HOUSTON, TEXAS, MAY 1, 1944. 

DEAR RABBI FREEHOF: 

We acknowledge receipt of your undated letter which was given nation
wide circulation. Your communication is in the nature of an answer to the 
critical resolutions, adopted by Beth Israel Congregation, at a special meeting, 
held November 23rd, 1943. Our resolutions criticized policies, trends and spe
cific acts of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, of which you are 
president. Upon receipt of your letter, the board of trustees of the congrega
tion, requested its "Policy Formulation" Committee to prepare this formal 
reply on behalf of the congregation, which they, the trustees, have approved. 
The "Policy Formulation" Committee prepared the resolutions and the basic 
principles of the congregation which are the matters dealt with in your com
munication and, therefore, the questions at issue in your communication are 
well understood by the members of the committee. 

Your letter does not discuss or even attempt to answer the specific charges 
made by us against definite acts of the Central Conference. You group them 
under one heading and state that we, in effect, charge that "the Central Con
ference has become Zionistic and has thereby abandoned the essentials of 
Reform Judaism." You deny this in general terms but admit that there has 
been a departure "from some of the ideas and practices laid down by Reform 
leaders in past generations." You defend such changes upon the basis that 
Reform Judaism is a liberal Judaism which signifies the right to change. You 
assert that "Reform Judaism proclaims the right of each generation to change 
customs and rituals and even to restate doctrines, provided the essential prin
ciples of Judaism are preserved and strengthened by such changes"; and you 
base yo11r defense of the acts of the Central Conference, to which we object, 
upon a general quotation* of Dr. Kaufmann Kohler, president of Hebrew Union 
College (1903-1921). Of course, there can be no disagreement with the generic 
statement of the right and duty of each generation ''to weigh all utterances 
and opinions in the scale of modern research and by the standard of recent 
investigations" as set out by Dr. Kohler; but you absolutely fail to state when 
and by whom this 'modern research' and 'recent investigations' were made, or 
what discoveries were made or philosophic reasoning applied that would justify 
the implicatioo that what was the accepted true interpretation of Reform Juda
ism in the lifetime of Dr. Kaufmann Kohler, and for a hundred years prior 
thereto, is erroneous today. You further qualify the right of change providing 
"the essential principles of Judaism are preserved and strengthened by such 
changes"; and we of Beth Israel would have no case whatsoever except for the 
firm conviction that the acts of the Central Conference are a deviation and 
perhaps an abandonment of essential principles of Reform Judaism and that 
Reform Judaism is definitely not being "preserved or strengthened" by such 
changes, but is being weakened and undermined by the abandonment of its 
prophetic, universalistic message. 

If you will refer back to our resolutions, you will find that we are not so 
much concerned with a change of "pattern" as we are with evidences of an 
abando!lment of fundamental ideals and principles. The first paragraph of our 
resolutions reads: 

"We are deeply concerned by the processes which, during the last 
two ~ecades, have vitiated the broad universalism of this (reform) 
Judaism and have set in motion within it, forces which do not belong 
to the new world of emancipation and promise, but which are attuned 
to and are a part of the old world's concept of segregation and despair 
for Jewish life." 

DR. KAUFMANN KOHLER'S UNCHANGING VIEWPOINT 

In. the preparation of the resolutions and the basic principles of the con
gregation we made a study of the available printed addresses and lectures of 
Dr. Kaufmann Kohler and it is our judgment, in the light of this study, that 
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Dr. Kohler would feel deely hurt and would likely resent very much that a 
disciple of his would use a general statement as a means to attack the very 
doctrines which he believed and taught throughout his entire lifetime. Since 
you have called Dr. Kaufmann Kohler to the witness chair, we shall quote him 
liberally to show that he clung tenaciously to the doctrines of Reform Judaism 
that we are defending and that, up to the time of his death, he never abandoned 
the principles set forth in the Pittsburgh platform of 1886, although the period 
from 1885 to 1926, the year of his passing, represented a span of more than 
forty years. The Pittsburgh platform ( 1885) represented much of his thinking 
and leadership. From such platform of principles we drew some of the material 
which went into our basic principles. In the Pittsburgh platform will be found 
this: 

"We consider ourselves no longer a nation, but a religious com
munity, and therefore expect neither a return to Palestine, nor a sac
rificial worship under the sons of Aaron, nor the restoration of any of 
the laws concerning the Jewish state," and further 

"We hold that all such Mosaic and Rabbinical laws as regulate 
diet, priestly purity and dress, originated in ages and under the in
fluence of ideas entirely foreign to our present mental and spiritual 
state." 

Can you point to a single utterance of Dr. Kohler, made between the 
date of the Pittsburgh conference in 1885 up to the date of his death in 1926 
(which occurred after the World War and after the Balfour declaration), 
which contradicts the above principles? When Dr. Kohler stated that we should 
not confer upon Geiger, Holdheim, Einhorn, and Hirsch "the claim of infalli
bility" (to which general statement we give complete acquiescence) he certainly 
had no idea that it would be used by a president of the Central Conference to 
strike down the fundamental and basic principles of Reform Judaism, as 
preached by these great founders and leaders of the movement, and as con
firmed by Kohler himself. Dr. Kohler says "we would sin against the very 
spirit of progress which .made them leaders and prophets of their age, should 
we attempt to canonize their eve'r'y wo't'd." True., but does this indicate an en
dorsement of the abandonment of what Dr. Konler says is "the fundamental 
and the main issue between Orthodox and Reform Judaism"? 

Dr. Kaufmann Kohler in his work on uJewish 'Theology" (1918) says: 

"The burden of the thought of Rabbinical Judaism is national. 
The hope expressed in the traditional prayers is that the Jews will 
return to Palestine, again become a nation under the rule of a scion 
of the house of David, reinstitute the sacrifices ... and worship in 
the temple rebuilt on the ruins of the temple of old; the Jews, in their 
dispersion among the nations, are in a state of exile; their century
long sufferings are a punishment for the sins committed by the 
fathers while living in Palestine; when the measure of the expiation 
will be full, the restoration will take place. This doctrine Reform 
Judaism rejects." (Page 330, ''Reform Movement in Judaism.") 

Dr. K. Kohler brings out time and time again in his writings, this anti
thesis between what he designates as "Mosaico-Rabbinical" and "Reform" 
Judaism. He characterizes it as the "fundamental" and the "main" issue be
tween the two interpretations. In his lecture on "The Faith of Reform Juda
ism," he stamps the issue of nationalism as "the main issue between Orthodox 
and Reform Judaism." He says: 

". . . . the restoration of the past, restoration of the state, restora
tion of the temple, restoration of the whole Mosaic law, is the hope, 
and the aim, and the object of prayer of Orthodox Judaism .. . 
against this expectation ... Reform Judaism takes a stand ... it 
was no longer Israel's nation, but a people with a religious destiny, 
and with the fall of the second temple and state, the sacrificial cult and 
the priesthood ceased forever . . . the underlying idea, the / u-nd.G
mental principle of Reform Judaism to be accentuated mo,re than any 
other, is that Judaism is no more a national religion than its God is 
a tribal god ... " (page 329, "Studies, Addresses and Personal Papers, 
K. Kohler.) 
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"WAILING OVER PALESTINE-RETROGRESSIVE"-DR. KOHLER 
You use the general quotation of your witness, Dr. Kohler, about "sinning 

against the very spirit of vrogr s ",· therefore, we. ?Se the words of your 
witness to indicate whether he would regard the pos1t10n of the Central Con
ference as one of progress or one of retrogression. On July the 4th, American 
Independence Day, which fell upon the Sabbath after the seventeenth of Tam
muz, Dr. Kohler deliv red a notable discourse on ''Palestinian or American 
Judaism," during which addr ss he states: 

" ... Every Jew today ought to take side with either view, the pro
pressive or the retrogressive one, as regards the Holy Land; he must 
decide whether this day, as the first Sabbath between the seventeenth 
of Tammuz and the ninth of Ab, should be devoted to wailing over 
Jerusalem's sad fate, or (being the fourth of July), given over to 
joy and thanksgiving in view of the Holy Land of Freedom and 
Human Rights, which on this day was offered to all men and nations. 
In short, he must face the question whether we, as Jews, still mourn 
over our past political power and glory, buried under the ruins of 
Zion, and awaiting a re urrection, or whether we are to celebrate the 
Fourth of July, not merely as Americans socially, but also as Jews 
in a political and r ligious sense as well, thanking the Sublime Ruler 
of history for the n w aims and prospects opened on this free soil 
for the realization of our Messianic expectations ... " 

Other quotations of Dr. K. Kohler could be multiplied many times which 
would protest within themselves most eloquently, and far beyond any argu
ment that we might be able to make, against the use of a generic quotation 
by him, that has no application whatsoever, to defend the acts of the Central 
Conference in abandoning s ntial principl s by the advocacy of racial-nation
alism. Here are a few additional quotations uttered by your witness: 

"As far as we are concerned, who believe in 'JYrogressive Judaism, 
we occidental Jews, protest as one man against the very idea of a 
return to Judea, as if that were our land and we but foreigners, 
aliens and exiles in the country in which we live"; and, 
" ... the main reason for our most str nuous opposition to Zionism 
is that we deny the very fact that we are still a nation in the political 
sense . . . " ; and, 

"Reform Judaism in no way discourag s the Jewish colonization 
of Palestine and adjoining lands, but it can only regard it as a 
philanthropic effort deserving general upport . . . It denounces as 
treason the attempt of those who want to sell our birthright, our four 
thousand year old spiritual inheritance for a mess of pottage, for 
temporary and material consideration, and their American citizen
ship for a land in the clouds . . . a spiritual Zion for all mankind, is 
the goal, the aim of Reform Judaism." (The emphasis of the word 
"treason" is Dr. Kohler's.) 

NATIONALISM INCOMPATIBLE WITH REFORM 

Beth Israel has not challenged the ideas, trends or acts of the Central 
Conference upon unimportant matters. We are protesting retrogression and 
the abandonment of essential and fundamental principles of Reform Judaism. 
In the February 1944 issue of "Liberal Judaism," Rabbi David Philipson, the 
historian of the Reform movement, says: 

"The chief and underlying principle of the Reform movement is 
the universalistic interpretation of Judaism, as over against the 
nationalistic. If the Reform movement does not signify this, it signi
fies nothing; this is the burden of its thought . . . all of the develop
ment of Reform has been along this line. In these latter days of ours, 
we are hearing much about the compatibility of Reform and nation
~lism, or Zionism. There is much splitting of hairs and logic chopping 
m the attempt to harmonize two incompatibilities." 

You cannot be serious in your contention that the Central Conference of 
A. R. has only "changed a past emphasis" as you phrase it, upon 'nationalism', 
a subject matter which we assert is basic. You do state that it "may well be 
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debated" as to whether the doctrines you have changed are essential and in
dispensable. These doctrines that we charge you have abandoned, your witness 
Dr. K. Kohler states, are "the main issues between Orthodox and Reform 
Judaism"; and Dr. David Philipson says that "the chief and underlying prin
ciple of the Reform movement is the universalistic interpretation of Judaism, 
as over against the nationalistic." 

From whence comes the authority to the Central Conference to abandon 
underlying, fundamental principles? It should not be necessary to remind 
you that laymen were responsible for the beginning and the development of 
the Reform movement, and that it was in the nature of a definite breaking 
away from Rabbinical Judaism. Do not laymen still have an important stake 
in its perpetuation? Have they given the Central Conference a mandate to 
abandon the fundamental and underlying principles which characterize the 
chief differences between it and Orthodoxy? If this is done what then will be 
the difference between the two except in minor outward manifestations of 
synagogue worship? 

RIGHT TO "MODIFY"-BUT NO RIGHT TO "ABANDON ESSENTIALS" 

The right to change religious ideas and ideals is an inherent right. Democ
racy confers upon its citizens a similar right to change the form of govern
ment; but such rights are inherent in the individuals affected thereby, and are 
not rights to be effectuated by the rabbinate on the one hand, or by public 
officials on the other. However, if the rabbis, constituting the Central Confer
ence, should succeed in having the Reform congregations abandon the essential, 
underlying, fundamental and cardinal principles of Reform Judaism, as enun
ciated by Geiger, Holdheim, Einhorn, Hirsch, Isaac M. Wise, Kaufman Kohler, 
David Philipson, etc., conceding .for the purpose of this statement (which we 
do not concede) their right so to do, by reason of such changes, we would then 
no longer have Reform Judaism! That this is acknowledged, may be the reason 
for the current movement to disguise the name of "Reform" Judaism under 
the vague name of ''Liberal'' Judaism. This, Beth Israel Congregation also 
protested. 

Let us see, hat Dr. Kaufmann Kohler had to say about this: 

"The term 'Liberal Judaism' which some American rabbis have 
adopted, following the example of leading English and German Jews, 
implies to my mind, a certain vaguene s and laxity and fails to 
accentuate the principle of Reform and progress, upon the recognition 
of which, as the vital spirit and motive power of Judaism throughout 
history, the whole modern mov ment rests" ( footnote, page 693) . 

In your letter of reply you deny that the Central Conference has become 
Zionistic. Here are your words: 

"The answer to this implied charge can be made unequivocally. 
The Conference has not become Zionistic. It has, however, ceased to 
be anti-Zionistic." 

C. C. A. R. ''ACTS" COMMIT CONFERENCE TO ZIONISM 

This would seem to imply that the Central Conference is benevolently ''neu
tral" on this subject, becau ... e you state that it·leaves "to ach member of the 
Conference to decide for himself whether to accept or reject Zionism." If this 
were true it would be serious enough, because the abandonment by the rabbis 
forming the Central Conference, which is presumed to be representative of 
Reform Judaism, of a position that historically represents the underlying 
principle of the movement, is a long step forward towards the abandonment 
of the movement itself. However, a review of recent specific acts of the Cen
tral Conference indicates that you have gone far beyond taking a neutral 
position and has become, as a Conference, Zionistic in belief and in action. 
Here are the particular acts on the part of the Central Conference, which 
we specifically set forth in our resolutions: 

1. In 1940, the Central Conference revised the Union Prayer 
Book for the Sabbath. In such revision of Volume I, you incorporated 
an alternate service (V) which service is admittedly nationalistic in 
character, contrary to the tradition of Reform Judaism which has 



been to eliminate from Reform rituals all prayers for national restoration. Congregation Beth Israel has voiced its protest by resolution and by its senior Rabbis refraining from the use of such nationalistic 
ritual in any Sabbath service. 

2. In your 1942 Convention, the Central Conference adopted a resolution favoring a Jewish army. A Jewish army necessarily 
implies the endorsement of a Jewish nation. Such resolution indicated that the Conference had not only ceased to regard Israel's mission as a universalistic religious one but had definitely embraced political Zionism. Beth Israel at that time protested this action by the Central Conference in a letter dated June 3, 1942, addressed to Rabbi James G. Heller, president of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, written by the incumbent president of the Con
gregation. 

3. The official representatives of the Central Conference to the American Jewish Conference, 1943, actively supported the maximal 
Zionistic platform demands, written into the resolutions of that Conference. The action of the delegates of the Central Conference in so doing was later officially endorsed and upheld by the Executive 
Board of the Central Conference. These actions have placed the Conference officially as the advocate and supporter of the demands for a Jewish Commonwealth. This is a clear abandonment of any "neutral" attitude, and does not coincide with your statement that the Central 
Conference has "not become Zionistic, but has merely ceased to be 
anti-Zionistic." 

4. The adoption of the resolution in 1943 declaring that there 
is "no essential incompatibility between Reform Judaism and Zionism," which sought by the resolution of a simple majority of rabbis, 
a majority composed of a substantial number of graduates of the Jewish Institute of Religion ( a seminary which emphasizes the nationalistic interpretation of Judaism), to turn back the pages of historic facts. Upon such pages from decade to decade, are recited over and over again the fact, that the very essential essence of Reform Judaism is opposition to Jewish racial nationalism and to the emphasis upon the racial, folkloristic, tribal vestiges of Judaism 
which stemmed from it. 

We submit that these acts show that the Central Conference has gone far beyond the passive state of "ceasing to be anti-Zionistic." But you went even further. In the 1943 Central Conference you passed a resolution "suggesting" that such rabbis as had joined the American Council for Judaism should resign; but, you failed to be unbiased enough to also "suggest" that such rabbis as were members of the Zionist Organization of America, should also resign their membership! The Central Conference could not have gone much further than it did, unless it had followed the leadership of Dr. Stephen S. Wise and carried out the threat, which we understand he made at the 1943 meeting, to the effect, that if the delegates refused to accept the "mild" resolution on the subject of Zionism and "its compatibility with Reform Judaism," he would offer a resolution "to change the name of the Conference to 'the Central Conference of Zionist Rabbis.'" 

Adopting military tactics• that ''a bold offense is a good defense," you attempt to maintain your weak position attacked by our resolutions, by criticizing the basic principles adopted by Congregation Beth Israel. 
We confess that some of the important planks in our basic principles came from the Pittsburgh platform of 1885, which conference Dr. Kaufmann Kohler called. We did not use or intend to use the entire Pittsburgh platform or the entire text of any previously published statement of principles; but we gave nothing new to American Reform Judaism, as. all of the positive and negative statements have formed a part of Reform thinking and believing since the inception of the movement in the United States. 
That portion of the principles which relates to the use of the Hebrew language in the ritual is ta~ep. from the Philad~l~hia (1869) platform announced by the Reform Rabb1mcal Conference. This 1s the reason that you did not find it in the Pittsburgh (1885) platform. You point out that we omitted 
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from our basic principles the statement of the Pittsburgh platform on "social 
justice" which plank you state was the object of the thinking of Rabbi Emil 
G. Hirsch. You did not mention that we also passed over the expressions of 
the Pittsburgh platform relating to "bodily resurrection" and "Hell" and 
"Paradise." We considered carefully the matter of "social justice" and it was 
omitted consciously because we considered that it was fully covered and includ
ed as a part of our basic principle No. 1, when we state: 

"It is the mission of Israel . . . to pray and work for the estab
lishmen t of the kingdom of truth, justice, and peace among all men." 

"Justice among all men" appeared to us then to include "social justice" and 
notwithstanding your criticism, we still believe it to do so. Since, however, 
you mention Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch, will state that we did study very care
fully at the time of the preparation of the basic principles, the article which 
he wrote for "The Jewish Encyclopedia," titled "Reform Judaism from the 
Standpoint of the Reform Jew," and particularly that portion thereof in which 
he sets out the "dogmas" of Reform Judaism. We are of the opinion that the 
basic principles of our congregation conform in all important respects to the 
dogmas set out by him in this important contribution to the literature of 
Reform Judaism. When the discussion as to "dietary laws" is reached in this 
letter, we shall refer again to Rabbi Hirsch's treatment of the dogmas of 
Reform Judaism. 

We have searched again our basic principles and the Pittsburgh platform 
to see the significance of your criticism that we had consciously left out of 
our principles the important word "priesthood" in our "borrowings from the 
Pittsburgh platform." We can find the use of no such word in the Pittsburgh 
platform although it does appear in the earlier Philadelphia platform. It does 
not appear to us to be significant, however, as Reform Judaism definitely 
rejects "Aaronic priesthood"; and Israel as a priest peopl is certainly signi
fied in the mission of Israel as set out in our principle No. 1, "to witness to 
the Unity of God throughout the world." In a similar manner, we do not see 
the significance of the criticism that we omitt d the words "Jewish people" 
from the principles, since we make it clear that "We are Jews by virtue of 
our acceptance of Judaism," which is a statement and a viewpoint from which 
we do not believe Dr. K. Kohler would dissent. It also would seem to be the 
spirit of the Columbus (1937) platform of principles, but which thought was 
more beautifully et forth in the draft by Dr. Samuel Schulman, which draft 
was rejected by the rabbinical committee which prepared the Columbus plat
form. 

BETH ISRAEL FOLLOWS FREEHOF CONCEPT 

In the July, 1949 issue of "Liberal Judaism" you contributed an article 
upon a subject which relates to matters akin to our resolutions and our basic 
principles. The title of your article is "Controversy Among Rabbis." We are 
intrigued by conclusions reached by you in the article which looks forward 
to the day when . 

"we will concede the right of Jews all over the world to organize 
their communal life in the sp cific way that seems best to them ... 
the Jews in Palestine will organize their life as a nation; the Jews 
in Russia, perhaps as a racial state ... the Jews in America. as a 
religious community ... " 

We presume that when that time arrives there will be no protest against 
the Reform Jews of Congregation Beth Israel, Houston, Texas, being "con
ceded" the equal right and privilege of organizing in the manner "which seems 
best to them." Our basic principle No. 2 states that 

"We are Jews by virtue of our acceptance of Judaism. We con
sider ourselves no longer a nation. We are a religious community, 
and neither pray for nor anticipate a return to Palestine ... " 

which seems to conform to your prediction as to how the Jews in America will 
organize their communal life. Our principles are for an American Congrega
tion. 
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CONGREGATION IS AUTONOMOUS 

We cannot agree with you when you state that we do not have a right 
to "exolude from the Congregation those who do not agree with the ideas 
which you have selected"; and you base your argument upon the charge that 
we have set up a creed. You state having a creed "is Orthodox Judaism" and 
not Reform. If this be true, and we have set up a creed, which we deny, at least 
what we have done cannot be said then to be "un-Jewish." First, as to our right 
as a Reform congregation to determine our own policy. We quote from Rabbi 
David Philipson's book, "The Reform Movement in Judaism," page 334: 

" ... Judaism in the United States is Congregational. The Congrega
tion is autonomous. There is no chief rabbi, no consistory, no synod, 
no assembly; each congregation is responsible to itself, and hence 
it lies with the congregation, and it alone, to determine what its policy 
shall be ... " 

The by-laws of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations state: 

"Congregational autonomy. Section 27: Nothing contained in this 
constitution and by-laws shall operate so as to interfere in any man
ner whatsoever with the worship, the school or any of the Congrega• 
tional institutions of its constituent members." 

We believe that we have the unquestioned right to adopt basic principles, 
and to predicate the admittance of new members upon an acceptance thereof. 
We desire to have our congregation continue as a Reform congregation. A 
confusion of ideas and ideals leads to the upbuilding of a neo-Reform con
gregation. By reason of a failure to understand and to accept the principles 
of Reform Judaism many congregations have in effect become "Conservative" 
Congregations. This attempt to make of Reform Judaism "a mother hubbard" 
is what has led to the present state of confusion in congregations, in the 
Central Conference, in the Union of A. H. Congregations and in the Hebrew 
Union College. 

PITTSBURGH'S VIRTUE AND HOUSTON'S VICE (?) 

You assert that Beth Israel has no right to exclude from membership, 
those who do not believe, at the time of applying for membership, in the 
basic principles of the Congregation; basic principles which you, in your let
ter, do not challenge as being the underlying principles of Reform Judaism,
you only assert the right to modify them. If we of Beth Israel do not have 
such right, by what right may we inquire, does Congregation Rodof Sholom, 
of Pittsburgh, Pa., the Congregation guided by your able spiritual leadership, 
exclude from its membership all persons of Jewish faith who believe in the 
traditional interpretation of Judaism? The by-laws of Congregation Rodof 
Sholom, Pittsburgh, Pa., your congregation, read: 

"Any person of Jewish faith believing in a Reform Of" Liberal inter• 
pretation of Judaism may become a member ... " (Article I, Sec
tion 1.) 

Your by-law definitely excludes from membership all persons of Jewish 
faith who do not believe in a liberal or Reform interpretation of Judaism! 
This excludes, in effect, all Orthodox and Conservative Jews! This is not an 
uncommon provision in the by-laws of many leading Reform congregations 
throughout the nation. Beth Israel has gone one step forward and provided 
the applicant with a clear-cut statement of what is "a Reform interpretation 
of Judaism"; and adopts a re-affirmation of what has been the generally 
accepted interpretation, until a majority of Zionistic "Liberal" Rabbis willed 
it otherwise. Beth Israel has done something else, in addition; it has made 
provision for full use of all of the facilities of our Congregation, by provid
ing "associate" memberships. This, your congregation, and others with similar 
by-laws of exclusion, have not done although you do provide for the use of 
your religious school by the children of non-members. Many Reform Congre
gations have non-voting members, listed either as "Contributing," "Associate" 
members, etc. Some congregations still confine voting membership to ''pew 
owners." 
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We believe that there is less virtue in denying voting membership to 
Jewish persons on a basis of financial consideration or discrimination; and 
more authority and dignity to grant voting privileges only to those applicants 
who are like-minded and like-believing with the principles of the r ligious 
organization to which they apply for membership! \"' e ec littl logic in 
opening up voting membership to those who admit, when applying for mem
bership, that they do not believe in the principles of the congregation, for, 
such a membership confers the privilege of participating in the selection of 
the rabbis, of officers and trustees, and gives to such non-beli ving member 
an interest in the ownership and the disposition of the physical properties 
that have been contributed throughout the years by those who desired to 
build and to perpetuate an American Reform Congregation. 

"Associate" memberships are not unknown in American congregations. 
The Union of American Hebrew Congregations issued a booklet describing 
manner and means of financing Congregations and set forth a description 
of "associate" memberships as follows: 

"Associate membership is a term frequently applied to a special 
kind of membership, at a reduced rate, usually corresponding to some 
curtailment of privileges. The principal types of such membership 
are ... persons who are already members of another congregation 
and join for the sake of the religious education of their children or 
for some other family reason ... " ("Financial Security for the 
Synagogue," page 29.) 

DEMOCRACY AND AS SOCIA TE MEMBERSHIP 

To say that "associate" members with all of the privileg s of worship, and 
without the privilege of voting because they confess at the outset a disagree
ment with the religious basic principles of the congregation, are " econd-class" 
members, is to charge that this great democracy called the United States of 
America has millions of "second class" residents. All foreign-born residents of 
the U. S. while possessing all of the rights of citizens are denied the right to 
vote until they have met certain requirements. These requirements include a 
prior term of residence in this country; a knowledge of the "basic principles" 
of the government of the United States; an affirmation that the applicant 
"believes in the form of government" of the U. S.; a declaration under oath 
that the applicant will "support and defend the Constitution and the laws 
of the U. S."; and an oath "renouncing and abjuring all allegiance and fidelity 
to any sovereignty of whom he has heretofore been a subject or citizen." Until 
thie has been accomplished, such a resident cannot become a full voting citizen; 
but there is no discredit or dishonor attaching to him or to his status. He is 
just not given the right to exercise the voting franchise that would enable 
him to effect a change in the form of government of the United States, to 
which he has not given adherence. In similar manner we reserve voting priv
ileges to those applicants who believe in the basic principles of American Re
form Judaism. 

CREEDS, DOGMAS, PRINCIPLES 

We deny that we have established a "creed" in the commonly accepted 
sense of that term, as applying to religic n,-a creed for salvation. There has 
been much debate over the years amo- ,g Reform leaders, up to the present 
time, as to the subject of "creeds" and "dogmas." Rabbi David Philipson, in his 
book, "Reform Movement in Judaism," says that the subject of whether there 
are or are not dogmas in Judaism "is still a favorite theme of discussion"; and, 
further, that whether a set creed is compatible or foreign to the spirit of 
Judaism "remains to this day an unsettled point of debate" (pages 148, 149). 
You point out that Orthodox Judaism does have a creed; therefore, while not 
conceding that we have adopted a creed, still apparently had we done so, there 
would seem to be nothing un-J ewish about it. The first Reform congregation 
established in the United States, at Charleston, S. C., did have a creed of 
ten articles (pages 331-2 of "The Reform Movement in Judaism"). In an 
elaborate note on this subject, in his book, "The Reform Movement in Juda
ism," Rabbi David Philipson says: 

8 



"Ever since Moses Mendelssohn in his 'Jerusalem' claimed that 
Judaism has no dogmas, this has been the subject of discussion. Geiger 
held that there are dogmas in Judaism, but no creed as a condition of 
salvation ... Holdheim taught likewise that Judaism has dogmas, 
but does not make their acceptance a conditio sine qua non of salva
tion as does Christianity ... Hess in a leading article ... claimed 
that a creed is not objectionable if it be understood that the state
ment of creed is merely a consensus of opinion . . . ; in other words, 
a creed must not be made the measure of salvation, but is to be con
sidered merely as a definition or declaration of principles " 
( page 458n) . 

Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch states in his article on "Reform Judaism" in the 
Jewish Encyclopedia that there are dogmas of Reform Judaism and sets them 
out concretely. He, too, makes the distinction between dogmas and a creed 
for salvation. He defines "Dogma No. 4" as follows: 

"The dispersion of the Jews and the destruction of the temple 
were not acts of providential requital for sins. They were providential 
devices to bring Israel nearer unto the children of man. The goal of 
Israel's history is inot national restoration and segregation, but the 
rise of a more nearly perfect humanity in which Jewish love for God 
and man shall be universalized. Not a Messiah, but the Messianic age, 
is the burden of Israel's hope." 

MYTHS REGARDING BARRING OF MEMBERS 
Your letter states that "the clear purpose of the by-laws is (a) to keep 

from membership in the congregation those individuals who believe in a Jewish 
state in Palestine, (b) who believe in Kashrus as an essential practice in 
Judaism, and that ( c) the Hebrew language is indispensable in school and in 
worship." It is our judgment that had you personally read and analyzed intro
spectively the text of our basic principles, you would not now make this 
assertion with regard to them. You evidently took your interpretation of 
them from the erroneous and purposely distorted headlines and editorials 
of the Zionistically-controlled Anglo-Jewish and Yiddish newspapers. 

In the explanatory literature issued by the congregation, before and since 
the adoption of the basic principles, it was made clear 

" ... that this re-statement of basic principles is an exposition of the 
principles of Congregation Beth Israel as a group-a religious 
group-and has nothing to do with any person's individual taste for 
dress, diet or politics ... " 

JEWISH "NATIONALISM" 
(a) As to a Jewish state or nation in Palestine: the principle, as we state it, is in strict conformity with the religious viewpoint of Reform Judaism. Quoting Holdheim's views, as expressed at the Frankfort Conference ( 1845), 

Dr. David Philipson, in "The Reform Movement in Judaism," page 176, says: 
" ... those who have a higher conception of Judaism ... are con
vinced that the ceasing of the separate political existence of Jewry 
was necessary for the highest interest! of Judaism and commanded 
by the religion. . . . The rigidly Orthodox, as well as the Reformers, 
stand on religious ground; the difference between them is that the 
former (Orthodox) desire the restoration of the old political status i11 
the interest of religion, while the latter (Reform) posit the closest 
adherence to the politico-national conditions of the present as the de
mand of religion." 

The rituals of the traditional synagogue and that used by the Reform 
congregations emphasize this difference in religious attitude towards Palestine. 
Our basic principle number two is in conformity with the prayers of the 
Union Prayer Book. Any Jew, however, who desires to participate in the up
building of Palestine as a haven of refuge for Jews and as a cultural center 
is certainly not affected, in any manner, by this principle. In fact, the principle states that 
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"With regard to the Jewish settlement in Palestine, we consider 
it our sacred privilege to promote the spiritual, cultural and social 
welfare of our co-religionists there." 

. Of course_, the principle is written for a Reform religious organization and 
did take cogmzance of what Dr. Kaufmann Kohler states is the "main issue" 
between Orthodoxy and Reform Judaism, i. e., ''nationalism"; and th r fore, 
tt~a~s ' 

"We (Beth Israel Congregation) consider ourselves no longer a 
nation ... We are a religious community, and (we) neither pray for 
nor do (we) anticipate a return to Palestine nor a restoration of any 
of the laws concerning the Jewish state. We stand unequivocally for 
the separation of Church and State ... " 

If, therefore, an individual applicant does in fact pray for his return to 
Palestine; if he believes, religiously speaking, that the restoration of Palestine 
as a "Jewish" nation, state or commonwealth is necessary in order for Juda
ism to attain its highest possibilities; if he believes that the Jews outside of 
Palestine are in "exile" and are "homeless," etc.; then, naturally, the matter 
of Palestine is no longer a philanthropic or ev n a political matter with him,
it is a religious conviction and he accepts the religious viewpoint of traditional 
Judaism. Not believing in the Reform interpretation of Judaism upon its most 
essential principle, he may become an associate member in our Congr gation ;
in your congregation, he is denied all affiliation, unless both the applicant and 
the congregation shut their eyes to what is a Reform interpretation of Judai m 
and thus evade the plain implications of your by-laws. 

DIETARY LAWS 

(b) We emphatically deny that Principle No .. 4 is a bar to memb rship 
for any observant Jew who may desire to join Beth Israel. This principle 
uses language taken largely from tbe Pittsburgh platform, and sta s: 

" ... While respecting the convictions o our Orthodox and Cons rva
tive brethren concerning rabbinical and Mosaic laws which r ulate 
diet ... we, however, as an American Reform Congregation, rej ct 
the religious obligatory nature of the same, as having originated in 
ages and under the influence of ideas and conditions which today 
are entirely unsuited, unnecessary and for ign to the beliefs and ob
servances of progressive Judaism in modern America ... " 

This principle rejects the "religious obligatory" nature of the dietary 
laws. Any member or applicant who desires to keep "Kosher" is free so to 
do; but those who do not, are not regarded as religiously derelict or of com
mitting daily sins. This statement of principle is in conformity with the daily 
practices of 99% of the members of Beth Israel and, perhaps, an equal per
centage of the members of all other American Reform Congregations, including 
most of the spiritual leaders. We certainly do not desire to encourage the 
membership applications of those who, after becoming members, would regard 
practically all of the other members of the Congregation as "sinners" and 
"hypocrites." Dietary laws are a part of "nationalistic" Judaism. Concerning 
such laws, Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch says: 

"The Dietary Laws: The dietary laws have had their own history 
in Reform thought ... In the United States, the Biblical, equally with 
the Talmudic dietary laws, have fallen generally into disuse, even 
in the so-called conservative congregations, though no rabbinical con
clave or synod ever sanctioned or suggested this. On the principle, 
fundamental to Jewish Reform, that the national exclusiveness of 
Judaism is no longer its destiny, these practices ( dietary laws), nec
essarily resulting in Jewish separatism and incorporated into the 
Levitical scheme to effect Levitical purity, must be looked upon as in 
the same class with all other sacerdotal and Levitically inational pro
visions" (Vol. X, page 350, Jewish Encyclopedia). 

In 1848 in reply to a question asked of him by Reform Jews in A rad, 
Hungary, S~muel Holdheim replied as follows, regarding dietary laws: 



" ... the dietary laws belong to the Biblical laws of cleanliness which 
have long since lost all significance ... whatever may have once been 
the reason for the dietary laws, this much is certain, that this reason 
no longer exists for us, and has no religious efficacy . . . the ref ore, 
the abrogation of the dietary laws is highly desirable, since, in addi
tion to being a disturbing factor in the civic and social life of the 
Jews, these laws are particularly prone to continue the differences 
between them and other inhabitants" ( "The Reform Movement in 
Judaism," page 279.) 

Upon this same subject, Dr. Kaufmann Kohler speaks out with great 
clarity and authority in his lecture to the students of the Hebrew Union Col
lege on "Backward or Forward?": 

"Must we, or can we observe the ordinances and statutes bequeath
ed to us by Mosaico-Rabbinical Judaism; must we, in order to be real 
Jews, keep all the rites and ceremonies _prescribed by law and tradi
tion? ... these laws ... rabbinical Judaism, at the downfall of 
temple and state, transformed into walls of a fortress around the 
Jews, to shield them during their exile against absorption in the 
multitude of nations ... In the rabbinical system, a divine ordinance 
must be obeyed without asking for the reason. The same is the case 
with all the rituals and particularly, the dietary laws of Moses ... 
as Reform or enlightened Jews ... can we, or ought we, to observe 
all these obsolete and meaningless practices of the past . . . in the 
name of hundreds of thousands of Jews who no longer believe in the 
divine origin of the entire Mosaic laws and its rabbinical super
structure; in the name of all who are honest enough to say: 'I avoid 
eve,rything unclean, but I do not think that to eat oysters or pork is 
a sin that can, in any way, compare with lying or cheating, . . . I 
claim the name of Jew for all who, while standing on the platform 
of Reform or enlightened Judaism, discard on principle all ritualism 
of the past and seek for better and more adequate forms of religious 
devotion and life.'' 

THE HEBREW LANGUAGE 
(c) There is even less warrant for your statement that the basic prin

ciples have for their "clear purpose" the keeping from membership "of those 
who believe that the Hebrew language is indispensable in school and in wor
ship." The only person who could be construed to be barred from voting mem
bership would be an individual who believes that Hebrew is the only allowable 
language of prayer. Such an individual would not apply for membership in an 
American Reform Congregation, using the Union Prayer Books, in which 
English prayers predominate. He would naturally join an Orthodox Congre
gation, using Hebrew exclusively for its prayers. Our Principle No. 6 says: 

" ... As the fulfillment of a sacred duty ... the cultivation of the 
Hebrew language must always be urgentl11 desired by us. However, 
the Hebrew language has become unintelligible to the vast majority 
of our co-religionists; therefore, while a measurable content of He
brew is essential and desirable in our rituals and services, it must be 
used wisely as is advisable under existing circumstances." 

Let us quote Einhorn on this subject: 
" ... Hebrew is the language of the study of the Law, but it is not 
the organ wherewith to express the feelings of the people. Aforetimes 
prayer was only a cry of pain; a scarcely intelligible expression suf
ficed for this; but now people need a prayer that shall express 
thoughts, feelings and sentiments; this is possible only through the 
mother tongue ... The prime consideration is that the servi<.:e should 
be understood ... Sentiment is praiseworthy but not that sickly 
sentimentalism which lames-nay, kills-all spiritual life. We cannot 
strike the rock of a dead language and expect the living waters which 
will quench the thirst of the people to issue from it" (pages 167 and 
171, "Reform Movement in Judaism"). 

Summing it up, we unhesitatingly and emphatically assert that as to the 
subjects of "nationalism," "dietary laws" and the use of the vernacular (Eng
lish) in our ritual and services, we stand upon the ground of authoritative 
Reform Judaism. 
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And we further confidently assert, that we hav not adopted a creed for salvation. There is a clear distinction b twe n th act of wor hip and th act of voting. One concerns its If with the inher nt right of an individual, while the other is a conferred privileg , either fully or partially giv n or withheld, in the case of voluntary associations, religious or oth rwise. B th I racl has kept its sanctuary open to all who may desire to worship, but it has wis ly reserved the direction and control of the affairs of the congr gation, in the case of new applicants, to those who signify an agreement with th w 11 recognized and accepted basic principles of American Reform Judaism. It was to maintain and to advance this interpretation of American Judaism, that the pioneers of our congregation built Beth Israel, and to that end pour d effort and treasure into the endeavor. We owe it to them, to ourselves and to our children to take ordinary precautions, when we observe what has happened in other congregations, to insure that this approximately century old religious organization shall not be diverted from its dedicated purposes, at the instance, and by the votes, of those who join, not believing in those purposes but actually and admittedly opposed, in principle, to them. If and when, the m mbership of the congregation, those who have joined voluntarily a Reform congregation with full knowledge, good faith and clear conscience of its principles, change their outlook or interpretation, they should have and do have full right to amend the by-laws and the basic principles. Until there appear d recently upon the national scene manifestations of doubt, compromise and abandonm nt of principles of American Reform Judaism by the custodians of these preciou principles-Rabbinical leaders and organizations as well-we did not r alize the necessity for such action. Local conditions and repercussions from th national scene forced it vividly to our att ntion and we are now convinced that our act.ion was not only wise but a necessary one. 

"MAJORITIES"-NOT INFALLIBLE 

Your letter asks-"If the judgment of the majoritu of the Reform Rabbis on this question is not acceptable to you, whose judgment will you accept?" This is a fair question and is entitled to a frank answer. First, you imply an infallibility to the judgment ( or in this case the "dictum") of a majority that we do not accept. No one would reject more quickly than you, a propo al that the Christian people being in the majority, we Jews,. should accept the judgment of "the majority." Majorities are often wrong. It took many years for a change in the personnel of the Supreme Court of the United States, to where the conservative opinion of a majority could be displaced with liberal interpretation. In the meanwhile, America remained encouraged by the clear, incisive and logical minority "dissents" of Justice Holmes, afterwards joined by Justice Brandeis. We do not believe the more or less off-hand opinion of a majority of the members of the C.C.A.R., brushing aside the one hundred years of accepted and unchallenged essential character of the Reform movement, and yielding to the immediate emergent situation of despair, is either persuasive or controlling. Laymen created Reform Judaism and we derive our right to indepemdent action from their example. The present situation in the C.C.A.R. is not unlike that which brought the "Frankfort Society of the Friends of Reform" into being and, which, might be said to be the genesis of the first Reform congregation. In 1837 there appeared in Geiger's paper in Germany a letter entitled, ''Reflections of a Layman," which read in part: 

". . . the prime need is . . . the separation of the pure metal from the dross; the rabbis should do this; however, administering as they do to congregations composed of many elements, the rabbis are placed 
in a difficult position, and in their longing to have the confidence of all, are fearful of taking decisive steps forward even if they would; . . . be the rabbis chargeable with neglect in a fearless expression of their religious convictions or no, it becomes the duty of us non .. theologians, if we have the welfare of Judaism, truth and progress 
at heart, to make solemn declaration of our views, in order to remove from ourselves the reproach-first, of indifference, and secondly, of a 
contradiction between our thoughts and acts on the one hand, as well as to encourage . . . such rabbis as are perhaps ready and anxious to take decisive steps forward" (''Reform Movement in Judaism," 
page 116). 
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THE ACCEPTABLE GUIDE-POSTS 
Not being willing to accept the judgment of the present majority in the Central Conference we, of Beth Israel, have studied the history of the Reform movement, and prefer to accept the teachings of Geiger, Einhorn, Holdheim, Hirsch, Philipson, Isaac M. Wise, Enelow, Kaufmann Kohler, and others. We accept the rabbinical pronouncements of Conferences held in the United States from 1869 which, up until the past ten years, spoke out with courage, in harmony with the basic principles we have approved. Time and time again, before and after the Balfour declaration, they reiterated the position of Reform Judaism. Further, we are greatly encouraged by the actions of a large representative group of Reform rabbis who, dissenting from the position of the "majority" in the Central Conference, fashioned a true Reform platform of principles at Atlantic City in 1942. This statement was sponsored by some of the great American Reform rabbis of the present time and we have been guided, on our way, in seeking the truth as to Reform essentials, by that statement signed by such rabbis as Henry Cohen, Fineshriber, Wolsey, Binstock, Lazaron, Reichert, Bamston, Rosenau, Calisch, Lefkowitz, Goldensen, Schachtel, and many others. 

The Central Conference meeting at Buffalo in 1917 and presided over by Rabbi William Rosenau held the beacon aloft at a time when the activities of the political Zionists had again made the question of nationalism an issue in the Conference. Acting upon the recommendation of the president, the platform committee brought in a resolution which was adopted and which read: 
"We hereby re-affirm the fundametntal principle of Reform Judaism, that the essence of Israel as a priest people consists in its 'religious consciousness, and in the sense of consecration to God and service in the world, and not in any political or racial national consciousness. And, therefore, we look with disfavor upon the new doctrine of political Jewish nationalism, which finds the criterion of Jewish loyalty in anything other than loyalty to Israel's God and Israel's religious mission." 

And, again the next year, when the Central Conference met in Chicago (June, 1918), after the Balfour declaration, the Conference expressed its grateful appreciation to the British Government for its evidence of good-will towards the Jews, but declared: 

". . . We do not subscribe to the phrase . . . 'Palestine is to be a national home-land for the Jewish people.' This statement assumes that the Jews although identified with the life of many nations for centuries are in fact a people without a country ... Israel like every other religious communion has the right to live and assert its message in any part of the world . . . Jews in America are part of the American nation. The ideal of the Jew is not the establishment of a Jewish state-not the reassertion of Jewish nationality which has long been outgrown. We believe that our survival as a people is dependent upon the assertion and maintenance of our historic religious role and not upon the acceptance of Palestine as a home-land for the Jewish people. The mission of the Jew is to witness to God all over the world.'' 

Upon these platforms and many more like them setting forth fundamental and essential principles we of Beth Israel stand firm today. Because there is a difference in philosophy and in practice we have separate congregations,Orthodox, Conservative and Reform. We have rabbis who are trained in different theological schools. We have organizations of these rabbis into separate groups, and organizations of the congregations into separate groups. We, laymen of Beth Israel, are sincerely interested in Judaism, and we believe that American Reform Judaism is today at the cross roads. It has the opportunity of becoming what Isaac M. Wise envisaged it or else meeting the fate of the atrophy which overtook it in Europe. We believe with Dr. K. Kohler that the place of the Jew "is not among the League of Nations but among the League of Religions." We are deeply concerned with the lack of progress in "American Reform Judaism" and we want to see its influence and its numbers not only maintained but greatly extended. 
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"FOUR FREEDOMS" VS. JEWISH NATIONALISM 
The United Nations are fighting for the ideals of the Four Freedoms, those ideals which will guarantee to the Jew, as to all peopl s, civil and religious freedom in every land. These ideals of truth, ju~tice, mercy, freedom and peace are the ideals of the prophets of Israel to whom the Reform Jew goes back for his interpretation of the mission of Israel. The Four Fre doms are not the product of the thinking of today's great leaders, hurchill and Roosevelt, but are the ideals of the Jewish Prophets. Isn't it sad that while these great Christian leaders are re-as erting these great ideals, that o many of our Jewish Rabbis should be bending their energies, their ingenuity and their influence towards the goal of attempting to secure a particular portion of land upon which to rear a nation based upon racial-nationalism-an ideology which today stands discredited before the world? Eloquent is the dissent uttered by Dr. Julian Morgenstern, president of Hebrew Union College, in his address delivered October 16, 1943, to the student body of the college, on the subject, "Nation, People or Religion, What Are We?" when he said: 

"And irresistibly the question arises, doubly pertinent after the recent American Jewish Conference, whether at this critical moment in human history ... when the world is frantically trying to rescue itself from the impending cataclysm and is groping eagerly, and with 
rising hopes, for some form of organization which will transcend the now almost outgrown and outmoded pattern of nationalism, and especially racial nationalism ... is it not foolish, is it not sad, is it not tragic for the Jewish people, which has dreamed the dream and voiced the hope and proclaimed the message of world-unity, and of world-salvation in such world-unity, to itself reject the message, its faith and its destiny, and seek for itself a salvation, impossible of realization, in the vain and exploded theory of restored racial state
hood? ... " 

Please pardon the length of our reply. We are laymen, not theologians and, therefore, have had to rely on expressions of Jewish Reform leaders, whose thinking we have adopted. Assuring you of the great respect that we hold for your great religious attainments and for the exalted position which you occupy, we remain, 

Very respectfully and sincerely, 

LEOPOLD L. MEYER, 

To Dr. Solomon B. Freehof, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

President Congregation Beth Israel. 

• I - I. 

( •) Committee note: The committee did not obtain a copy of the volume "Hebrew Union College & Other Addresses," by Dr. Kaufmann Kohler, until after the above reply to Dr. Freehof had been typed, signed and mailed. This is the book from which Rabbi Freehof took his quotation and upon which he based his plea for justification of acts of the Central Conference. In our Resolutions, we charged such acts with being acts of "retrogression" upon the part of the Conference. The quotation used by Rabbi Freehof appears as a part of a Memorial Address, delivered at Chicago Temple Sinai upon the life and accomplishments of Samuel Hirsch. The address was delivered in 1889, only four years after the Pittsburgh Conference. Dr. Kaufmann Kohler certainly did not foresee the quotation being used. as a repudiation of. the P~!1-ciples promulgated at that Conference, of which he was the movmg sp1r1t, and which principles he re-affirmed until his death in 1926. 
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When you read Dr. Kohler's full address, and particularly the balance of 
the paragraph from which Rabbi Freehof took the quotation used by him, quoted 
below, you have a clear picture that shows how indefensible is the use of the 
general statement "we would sin against the very spirit of vrogress ... should 
we attempt to canor.ize their every word, etc." to defend or excuse acts of 
retrogression, (not acts of progress), on the part of the Central Conference: 

". . . The work of reform, then, is far from being completed. Judaism 
has to undergo many changes yet. But all the greater is our indebt
edness to those men (Geiger, Holdheim, Einhorn, Hirsch and others) , 
who hav~ risen to the demands of their age, turning Judaism from 
stability and stagnation to progress and enlightenment, and elevating 
it from Orientalism and Ritualism to the ideal of a broad ethical and 
prophetical religion of humanity. Their providential task consisted in 
their having shown the world that Israel is not a mere relic of the 
past, a curse-laden wanderer with the mark of sin on his care
furrowed brow; but, like Abraham, still a seed of great promise; 
that Judaism is not the desolate and forsaken daughter of Zion, but 
like Sarah still the princess among the religions of the world. Not a 
race-religion, the heirloom of a single Oriental tribe, but a light and 
a bond interlinking all nations and· sects; that its staff of life is not 
withered, but was only waiting for the spring-tide of modern civili
zation to burst forth into new buds and blossoms, and ripen new 
fruit to feed humanity thereon." (ppg. 77, 78). 

POLICY FORMULATION COMMITTEE. 

(Note: Except where otherwise noted, emphasis in quoted portions of 
letter is supplied) . 

POLICY FORMULATION COMMITTEE 

of 

Beth Israel Congregation 
Houston, Texas 

Israel Friedlander, Chairman 
M. N. Dannenbaum 
Ike L. Freed 
Dr. Thomas Freundlich 
Mrs. Carl J. Herman, Sr. 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 
ORGANIZED MAY 8, 1856 

To THE BoARD OF TRUSTEES Houston, Texas, ......... ........ .... ... .... ... ......... .... ... . 194 .... . . 
CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL: 

I/ we hereby apply for membership in CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL, Houston, Texas, subject to the provisions 
of its Charter and by-laws and rules of the Congregation. I / we understand that Beth Israel is an American Reform Congre
gation and I / we subscribe to the basic principles thereof, as set forth on the back of this application, which principles I/we 
have read and signed. 

It is understood that the membership applied for is for the current fiscal year of the Congregation, ending June 30th, 
194 ... ... ; and that membership continues to renew itself automatically thereafter from year to year as long as I/we shall com-
ply with the by-laws and rules of the Congregation; and shall pay the dues for my /our membership as fixed annually by the 
Board; or until such time as I / we shall have resigned from the Congregation in the manner provided in the by-laws. 

Subject to the action and approval of the Board of Trustees, I / we request that my /our membership for the current fiscal 

year be placed in Group Classification* ........... ... ; which would require the payment of annual dues in the sum of$ .................. .. .. , 

{ 
Jan. 1st, 194 ...... . 

of which amount $ ................... .. ... is hereby attached to pay the dues proposed to J l 
1 194 u y st. . .... . . 

NOTE: Dues are payable annually in advance but at the 
option of the Board may be paid in semi-annual 
installments. At least one-half of the proposed 
annual dues must accompany the application. 

Application Recommended: 

Sign Here ....... ........ ......... ............... ..... .............. .... ............. . 

Applicant's Signatures 

NECESSARY STATISTICAL DATA 

Age ... ......... ................. ......... . 
(If "Jr." Member) 

Married 
Single 

Wife's or 
Husband's Name ... ........................................ ........ ......................... . 

Residence Address: ...... ... ............ ..... ..... .. ...... .... ............... ..... .. .... ... .. ... .. ................................... ....... Phone No.: ......... .. .......... ......... .... . . 

Occupation or Profession: .... .............. ... ... ................................. .. ... Firm's Name: ........ .. ..... .. ... .... ......... .............................................. . . 

Business Address: ........... .................................. ................................................... .... ............... ........ Phone No.: .................. ...... .. .. .. ..... . 

How Many Children to enter Religious School? ........................ Names ... ...... ...... .......................... ....................... ....... ..... ... ............. .. 

Have you ever been a member of Beth Israel? .............................. Last year of membership: .. .. ...... .................................. .. ...... .... ... ... . 

Congregational Name .... ......... ..... ........... .................. ............ (R:C:O:1*) City ........................................................ Year.. ............. . 
Affiliations 
Past 5 Years: Name ............. .......... ... .......... .. .................. ... (R :C :0 :* ) City ........................................................ Year .... ....... .. .. . 

Name ...... .................... .. .... ....... .. ... .......... ... ... (R:C:O:* ) City ........................................... ...... ..... . Year .......... .. ... . 

Wh • 1· • ffil. • .f ? at 1s your present re 1g1ous a iat1on, 1 any . .............................. .. ... .......... .......... ... .... .. ........ .................................... .. ................. .. 

"A" 
"B" 
"C" 
"C-" 
"D" 
"E" 

* R-Reform. 
C-Conservati vc. 
O-Orthodox. 

*MINIMUM ANNUAL DUES CLASSIFICATION GROUPS 

$750.00 "E-" $225.00 "J" $60.00 
600.00 "F" 200.00 "K" 48.00 
500.00 "G" 150.00 "L" 42.00 
400.00 ''G-" 125.00 "L-" 36.00 
300.00 "H" 100.00 "M" 24.00 
250.00 "I" 75.00 **"M-" 18.00 

JUNIOR MEMBERSHIPS $12.00 (Single Persons, Age 28 limit) 

** 'M" Classification re
stricted to widows 
and single persons. 
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BASIC PRINCIPLES OF CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

(An American Reform Congregation) 

• 

1. We believe in the mission of Israel which is to witness to the Unity of God throughout the world and to pray and work 
for the establishment of the kingdom of truth, justice and peace among all men. Our watchword is "Hear, 0 Israel, The 
Lord our God, the Lord is One." We accept it as our sacred duty to worship and to serve Him through prayer, righteou • 
conduct and the study of our Holy Scripture and glorious history. 

2. We are Jews by virtue of our acceptance of Judaism. We consider ourselves no longer a nation but we are a religious com
munity and, therefore, we expect neither a return to Palestine nor a restoration of any of the laws concerning the Jewish 
State. We stand unequivocally for the separation of Church and State. We are neither a nation, a nationality nor a race. 
Our religion is Judaism. Our nation is the United States of America. Our nationality is American. Our flag is the "Stars 
and Stripes." Our race is Caucasian. 

3. We believe in the coming of a Messianic Age and not in a personal Me siah. We recognize that it is our hallowed duty to 
peed the coming of the Brotherhood of l\1an under the Fatherhood of God, which i the Iessianic ideal for which the 

righteous of all people work and pray. 

+. We accept as binding only the moral laws of Mosaic legislation and Prophetic teaching. We reject the rabbinical and 
J\1osaic laws which regulqte diet, priestly purity, dress, and si!Ililar laws which originated in ages and under influences 
of ideas and conditions which today are entirely un uited, unnecessary and foreign to the beliefs and observances of pro
gressive Judaism in modern America. We shall maintain and use in connection with our religious services only such ritual 
and ceremonies as may be approved by the Ritual Committee of the Congregation from time to time and which may sym
bolize, in effective and beautiful form, the principles of our Faith, and, which are adapted to the progressive and liberal 
spirit of our times. 

5. We recognize the complete religious equality of woman with man. 

6. The treasures of Divine revelation were given in the Hebrew language and in uch language are preserved the immortal 
remains of a literature that influences all civilized nations. As the fulfillment of a acred duty, therefore, the cultivation 
of the Hebrew language must always be urgently desired by us. However, the Hebrew language has become unintelligible 
to the vast majority of our co-religioni ts; therefore, it must make way, a i advi able under existing circumstances, to 
intelligible language in prayer, which, if not under tood, is a soulless form. 

7. The ba is of unity among the Jews throughout the world is Religion. Hence, 1t 1s our duty to help our co-religionists 
whenever and wherever the need may ari e, even, a · we must help all mankind that may be in need, in accordance with the 
principles of our faith. 

I/we having read the foregoing basic principles do subscribe to the same. 
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Basic Principles of Congregation Beth Israel 
Houston, Texas 

(An American Reform Congregation) 

We believe in the mission of Israel which is to witness to the Unity of God 
throughout the world and to pray and work for the establishment of the king
dom of truth, justice and i.,eace among all men. Our watchword is "Hear, 0 
Israel, The Lord our God, the Lord is One." We accept it as our sacred duty 
to worship and serve Him through prayer, righteous conduct and study of our 
Holy Scriptures and glorious history. 

We are Jews by virtue of our acceptance of Judaism. We consider ourselves 
no longer a nation but we are a religious community and, therefore, we ex
pect neither a return to Palestine nor a restoration of any of the laws 
concerning the Jewish State, We stand unequivocably for the separation of 
Church and State. We are neither a nation, a nationality nor a race, Our 
religion is Judaism. Our nation is the United States of America. Our na
tionality is American. Our flag is the "Stars and Stripes." Our race is 
Caucasian. 

'Ne believe in the coming of a 1~1essianic Age and not in a personal Messiah, 
We recognize that it is our hallowed duty to s peed the coming of the Brother
hood of Man under the Fatherhood of God, which is the Messianic ideal for 
which the righteous of all people work and pray, 

We accept as binding only the moral laws of Mo aic le gislation and Prophetic 
teaching, We reject the rabbinical and Mosaic laws which regulate diet, 
priestly purity, dress and similar laws which originated in ages and under 
influences of ideas and conditions which today are entirely unsuited, unnec
essary and foreign to the beliefs and observances of progressive Judaism in 
modern America, We shall maintain and use in connection with our religious 
services only such ritual and ceremonies as may be approved by the Ritual 
Committee of the Congregation from time to time and which may symbolize, in 
effective and beautiful form, the principles of our faith, and, which are 
adapted to the progressive and liberal sµirit of our times, 

We reco gnize the complete reli gious equality of woman with man, 

'I'he treasures of Divine revelation were given in the Hebrew language and in 
such language are 1~reserved the irrrnortal remains of A. literature that influ
ences all civilized nations. As the fulfillment of a sacred duty, there
fore, the cultivation of the Hebrew language mus t always be urgently desir
ed by us. However, the Hebrew l anguage has become ~nintelligible to the 
vast majority of our co-religionists; therefore, it must make way, as is ad
visable under existing circumstance s , to intelligible language in prayer, 
which, if not understood, is a soulless form, 

The basis of unity among th e Jews through the world is Ueli gion, Hence, 
it is our duty to help our co-religionists whenever and wherever the need 
may arise, even, as we must help all mankind that may be in need, in accord
ance with the ~rinciples of our faith. 

I/we having read the foregoing basic principles do subsc ~ibe d to the same. 



To the Board of Trustees 
Congregation Beth Israel: 

Al-PLICATION FOR ME 1BJ~RSHIP 

I/we hereby a ply for membership in Congregation Beth Israel, Houston, Texas, 
subject to the provisions of its Charter and by-laws and rules of the Congre
gation. I/we understand that Deth Israel is an American Reform Congregation 
and I/we subscribe to the basic rrinciples thereof, as set forth on the back 
of this ai:,plication, which ~1rinciples I/we have read and ~igned . 

It is understood that the membership applied for is for the current fiscal 
year of the Congregation, ending June 30th, 194_; and that r1embership contin
ues to renew itself automatically thereafter from year to year as long as I/we 
shall comply with the by-laws and rules of the Congregation; and shall pay the 
dues for my/our membership as fixed annually by the Board; or until such ti me 
as I/we shall have resigned from the Congregation in the manner provided in 
the by-laws. 

(provision regarding setting of dues) 

Ap[. l ica tio n Re comrne nded: 

A~plicants' signatures 

Necessary Statistical Data 

Age: ___ _ Married 
Single 

Wife's or Husband's name 

Residence Address: 
Business Address: 
How many children to 
Have you ever been a 

Congregational 
Affiliations past 
5 years: 

Firms' Name: ___________ _ 
hone No: 

enter ~eligious School? 
member of Beth Israel? 

Name ----------Last year of 1embership 

Na me ( R: C : 0 : * ) ---------- City _____ Year ___ --
NA1vtE ________ (!t:C:0:*) City Year ____ _ 

What is your present religious affiliation, if any? 

* R--Reform 
C--C onse rva ti ve 
0--0rthordox 
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