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OP'l'ICSR■ , ..... , .... 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOI", President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ABBA Hll!.LEL SILVER, Vice-President 
Clevoland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Administrative Secretary 
:Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Secretary 
Readinit, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 
.. •rr • ., , , .,..,.

1 ... 
.. 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

204 BUFORD PLACE 

MACON, GA. 

July 5,1944 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ~ilver 

E. 105th. St and Ansel Road 

Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Colleague: 

KXECUTIVK BOAftD 

SOLOMON N. BAZELL, Louisville-, Ky. 
MAURICE J . BLOOM, Newburgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP D. BOOKSTABKR, Harrisburi., Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Providence, R. I. 
JAMES G. HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIUS MARK, Nashville, Tenn. 
ALBERT G. MINOA, Minneapolill, Minn. 
LAWR&:NCE W. SCHWARrz, White Plain,, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Baltimure, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J. STERN, Montreal, Canada 
SW>M"tY S . Tli:DIISCHE, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

I am please to inform you that you have been naned Chairman 

of the Committee on Program for the next Convention of the Conference 

and you are authorize to appoint the other members of the Committee 

to serve with you. 

Du.ring the discussion it was stated that some of the members 

of the Conference had expressed some rather radical views as to the 

type of program which we should have at the Convention. It was 

finally moved and adopted that you be asked whether you would 

care to have a letter sent to all the membe~s of the Conference 

inviting them to offer suggestions as to the typeAprogram desir-

ed. his has been tried before without any startling results 

but it was left to you to decide whether :rou care to have such a letter 

sent out again. 

Isaac E. Marcuson 

SecretarN' 
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Dear Sir, 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 
WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 

6th July, 1944 

This Embassy has been requested to transmit to you the 
following reply from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to your 
letter to him of April 25th about the performance of marriages by 
Liberal Rabbis in Palestine. 

A copy of your letter is being sent to the High 
Commissioner for Palestine but the matter is not one in which the 
Government of that country or the British Government can readily inter­
vene. Urrler the Palestine Order in Council matters of marriage and 
divorce among members of the Jewish Community are the concern of the 
Rabbinical ~ourt. The 1uestion of the recogni +ion by them of marriages 
performed by Liberal Rabbis was considered by the enlarged council 
of the Chief Rabbinate of Palestine in November last, when the 
following conclusions were reached:-

" (1) The celebration of narriages among Jews is not a congre­
gational matter; it is a matter concerning Jewry as a 
whole. 

(2) Marriages among Jews may only be regarded asvalid if they 
are celebrated according to the written and traditional 
Jewish law. 

(5) The delegation of the solemnisation of marriage to 
persons who do not recognise the valldi ty of the laws of 
marriage as established by Jewish law and tradition and 
as explained in the Jewish religious code kno-.i as "Shulhan­
A I rukh" is prohibited under Jewish law and such action is 
liable to undermine the foundations and the purity of 
Jewish family life ™'ing to the resultant confusion of 
family descent which might affect the collective 
existence of the Jewish people. 

(4) In the circumstances we firrl it impossible to accept 
the proposal." 

uulomon B. Freehof, President, 
Yours very truly, 

(signed) C. E. KING ventral Conference of American Rabbis, 
lvvb Fifth Avenue, 
rtt,sburgh, Pa. 
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July 17, 1944 
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, de r Rabbi &rcu cxu 

You a te in your letter or July 5 tJ: t s 
of the ber• of the Conference had ex e sad • ome r ther 
radical Yiew• a to the type of program hich should 
l ve at t Cony tion. u do not indic te h t the•• 
r di cal vi re. Th m be o e 111 ri t to t em. 

The • ti.on, ho ever, o end out a .u tlonnaire 
to all the bers or the Cont rence inviti t to 
offer• • tiona f'or rog ie I believe not av ry 
helpful one. au will ta se of oonflloting r l!)ODSea, 
• ich will get you no h re. Pl Jee send me a di ••tot 
tle opiniona hich r • reseed t t ~e etin o the 
xeo tive Board. 

1th all • hea for a pleasant• er, I 

V y oordi ly • ours, 
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THE Rabbinical l?ension Board 34 WEST SIXTH STREET • CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 

Representing: THB CENTRAL CONFERENCE OP AMERICAN RABBIS • THE UNION OP AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

JACOB ARONSON, Nrw Yori, CHAJU(AN I.ABBI SAMUEL M. GUP, Col11•b•, VICll•CHAIUIAN RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN, c;.,;.,,,,,;, VJCl•CHAlaKAN AND IBCaBTAaY 

1Lua1 SOLOMON B. FuEHoP, Pi111b11,gb llAaBJ }AMES G. HBLLD, Ci•riHt1li llALPH W. MAcac, c;.,; .. ",; 
PUSIDBNT, c.c.A.1.. Louis L. ICAUPMAN, Ci.,i .. t1li I.Aul HAI.I.Y s. MAI.GOUS, s,. Pt111I 

1.u M. F1.1aoMAN, BOSlo• 1tAJ1a1 EMIL w. LB1PZJG11., Nt111 0r1, •• , HaaaaaT c. OBTTJNG11.. c;.,; .. ",; 

ADOLPH J.OSINBII.G, Ci•riHt1li, PI.ISIDINT, U.A.H.C. 
llAaBI AaBA HILLIL SILVII., Cl11111"•tl 
MELVILLI S. WILT, Dtlnil 

July 311 1944 

l.iiss Bessie Kline, 
Secretary to Dr. Silver 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear !, iss Kline: 

I have your letter of July 28th and I am sorry to in­
forn you that there has been a dely in sending the official 
Acceptance from one member to the other. When I last heard 
Dr. Freehof said he had sent it to Rab~i Leipziger and he 
int urn i_s to send it to Dr. Silver. I: .. ean\ihile, Rabbi Lelp­
z1e;er has been travelinc; about and will probably not reach 
New Orleans until sometime next eek. 

see 
the 

Vlhcn Dr. Silver receives the Acceptance, will you 
that after it is signed, it is sent to Dr. Heller at 
address given to Dr. Silver in my letter. 

Thanking you and with kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

George Zepin 
Secretary 

GZ: jg 

IJ41 



Cl.Ass OF SER.VICE 

This is a ful1-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de• 
fcrrcd character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
1ymbol above or pre­
ceding the address. 

WESTE 
UNIO 

A. N . WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

1201 SYMBOLS 

Dl. • Day Letter 

. Nl.•Nllht letter 

LC•Defened Cable 
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OFFICERS 1843-1844 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-President 

Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Administrathe Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

August 10, 1944 

11:XECUTIVI! BOARD 

SOLOMON N. BAZELL, Louisville, Ky. 
MAURIC!! J. BLOOM, Newburgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP o. BOOKSTABER, Harrisburg, Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Providence, R. I. 
JAMES G . HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIU9 MARK, Nashville, Tenn. 
ALBERT G. MINOA, Minneapolis, Minn. 
LAWRENCE w. SCHWARTZ, White Plains, N . T. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Baltimvre, J,Id. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J. STERN, Montreal, Canada 
SIDNEY S. TEDESCHE, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Lillian and I have just returned from Maine where it was cool, 
and come back to Pittsburgh where it is as hot as the hinges of Hell. 
I am told that the hinges of Hell are hot not so much because of the fires 
within Hell, but because the doors are over-worked with the heavy traffic 
of those who enter. 

I have an interesting problem with regard to which I would like 
to have your coW1sel; first, because you know the general situation much 
better than I do, and secondly, because you ma.y have to settle it next 
year if it crags out. I received a letter from the World Union for Pro­
gressive Judaism through Morgenstern informing me that the libera.l rabbis 
in Palestine have been refused the right to officiate at inarrieges. Morgen­
stern asked me to write to the British government asking them to change this 
situation. I did write, and enclosed is a copy of my letter. Since then I 
received the enclosed answer. 

You see the difficulty. The British government washes its hands 
of the matter and says that marriage is a matter for corporate Jewish re­
ligious authorities. These are Orthodox, and if they are allowed to have 
a church and state control, we will never have liberal Judaism in Palestine. 
Will you please give me your thoughts on the matter and advise me as to what 
steps we should take? Please have the letter from the Embassy returned for 
my files. 

Witb best wishes to Virginia and yourself, I am 

As ever, 

SBF:LS 
enc. 



April 2S, 1944 

Secretary or St te for the Colonie•, 
c/o The Colonial Office 

it.hall, Lo on, • 1. 

Honored Sira 

I have been info..--n.• b7 ttie Pra■ident or the Hebrew Union 
Colleg, who had reo iftd a cable ra 1'rOll the Honorable 
Lily H. ontagu, th t ttL1beral. llabbi• in Paleatine denied richt 
to pertora rriagee becau.n Onhedox Chief binate ••7• they 
would not conro to Jewiah law." 

I writing to you u Preei nt r C ntral Conte noe 
ot A rican Rabbis, an organi-.tion c ri 1 tour-hundred fifty rabble or the Liberal (or to ) br nch or Jud iaa, to proteet 
qaioat thia rule • 

.l rrI • b7 a Llbe rabbi aq, on 'f'T rare ooouiou, not oont ra to Orthodox nuh law, aa when a Liberal or Betora 
rabbi fficiatee a\ \lie aarriaa• of a peraon who had re lftd only 
a o1dl law diwrce but not an Or~odox Jniah ln diwroe in 
addiUon. uoh MlTlac•• do not oOll!ora to Orthodox law, but. tbey clo oolit I'll to ou Won Jniah la. 

n the lritiah o maent. rehl•• to pe it Liberal or a.tol"ll 
rabbta to olticiate at Mrri •• in Pale■tim, it--• the deft.nit. illplioa\ion ~t mar•• pertoraed by Liberal or fol"II rabbi• an inftlid-aa illplication qaina\ whioh 1tro ly p \eat in the DIM 
ot tbe tour-budred fit\7 Refora rabbi• in A.aerie• am the ud.redll of 
thouanda of taalli•• at. who" arr~• th••• rabbi• baw ottiatated. 

• reapeotflll.17 requeet \hat thi• rw.inc acainat tu Liberal rabbi• 1D Paleati be re■oinded, and that they be peftlit d, u in 
the United Stat.ea and lngland, t.o otfioiate at urrlac••• 

Ye17 trw.r J'OU.rl1 

Mbbi Solcaon • h'Nhot, 
Pre11dent, C n\ral Conti renoe of rican labbi• 



Rabbi Abba HUlel ilver u tl, 19 

I. B • SerkaOA 

a Correspond.enc trom &.bbl Solo n B. Freehot, President, 
Central Conterence or rican. L>i, cone rnina 
rig)lt or Liberu ra.b ia to perform marrl e in al o ine. 

According to t.ba Order 111 Cow cil or l 22, hioh ms the b sic 
cone ti tution ot Palestine, aarriag is conaictered rell oaa r r c a 
\lllder the jvi.1d1ctlon ot the :tellgioua dignltarie or he "nU'ioua h\ircbes 
wbo ve aol authorit.y. This pli• to Mns.l a, the Christian c UlliUea 
s ..U aa to t.be le •• 

Fort.be Je • the gov rnoent recognize the decisions or the 1n1cal 
Courts hi.ch ue aubJ ct to Rabbinical Council as tina.lly utbori t1 .,.. 
Rabbinlcal Cowicil 1 CG11posed or t rabbi - on or the Sephardic linitJ and one or the ._bkena c - qd six rabbinic embera. The binic Courta 

Tel 

(1) excl.ua1 jurill1ct1oll in mat ---- divorc , --Oll1, 
exec\ltlon oonf'iru. t.ion or rills o J ....... - ubJ ecta J 

(°11) juri.ad1ctJ.on in SJl7 otbar tt raonal tatua or Je iah 
~raons, •here all t rtle to tl:MI actio consent to t · 1r J\lriad1ct1onJ 

(ill) uclwaift Juri.adiction over &117 c se to the c natitution or 
in.tern a inistr UoA ot .-.a.iii .. constitu bet~re the • inical. Court 
accordln& to le 1 h Lu. 

ho the OYe it, will be 88811 t t tJ.l aa:m.-....,o t a e:rto eel 
in. ccordan.ce dt.h Or\bodox l • ah l •• 1 t is not case or depri v1ng Liberal 
rabbis of &llJ hts. Tbe llJ ta 1a Palestine 1a inherent in the ml COD-
ae tion or reli&lou • at preaent 1n ~ in Pale tine. It could not • 
changed it.bout llipl1inc a radical tranatol"IW.tJ.011 of co:uoepUona. Ot curs, 
all this pplles ow.1 to arri •• erro d ill PatJ. ati •• It ba nothing wb&taoenr to do with th ri tot Reto ed rabbis tio rfo ___ _, es 1D 
tbe United S tea, an Fnebot1a • ent t.h&.t tbere 1e •the finite lloa-
tion t t arr1 es ertorm by Liberal or a.to rabbis are invalid• 11 
abe nonaenaa. 

It 
this SJ. ta 
Court,. 

IBB11r 

be note t t.Den are aan, Je a 111 Palestl • tba islike 
ch givea control ot ,-..J~ diwrce to ti- Babblnio 



Dr. Emil • Leipziger 
Touro Syno. og 
4238 t. Charles Avenuo 
New Or leans, La. 

Dear Emil: 

August 10, 1944 

e do not have a sim le Mte.tement of the f tions or our 
Arbitration Com~ittee, but it is clear that the com lain s 
of ;r. Buckner do not be lon at ion 'ommi ttee. I would 
su tha..t we deal with viol t:l;o et;s·onal cond ct, or ethical 
st nd rds etween rti.ouis nd. con0 regations. 

f oours , amr 
lJ t , that is where the ma 
our Arbitration Co 

hes, 
~ 

SBJ< :LS 

escr·bed a.s une hi al, 
in as to the function of 

pleasant summer . 

s e~ r, 

Solomon B. Freehof 

P. s. Buokner wrote to me fer I heard fro you, enclosing copies 
of his oorres ondenoe with you. I wonder whether someono put 
him up to it to attemp to aohieve a counter- bitrat1on suit 
to the Ber0 er-Bri0kner one. I am enolosing a copy of my answer 
to him. 



OFFICERS 1943•1•44 

SOLOMON B. FREE HOF, Presidt nt 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice- P re-ident 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Trea urer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Adm ini trative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER , Financi I Secret ary 
Reading, Pa. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

August 15, 1944 

E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N. BAZELL, Louisville, Ky, 
MAURICC J. BLOOM, wburgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP 0 . BOOKSTABER, H arrisburg , Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Prov idence, R. I. 
JAMES G . HELLER, Cincinn a t i, Ohio 
JULIU9 M A R K, Nashville, Tenn. 
ALBERT G . MINOA, llti nneapoli.s, Minn. 
LAWREN C E w. SCHWARTZ, W hite P lain . N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN , Baltimure, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, J opli n, Mo. 
HARRY J . STERN, Mo nt real, Canada 
S IDNEY s. TEDESCHE, Urooklyn, N. Y. 

A very important problem came up at the Executive Board meetings, 
both pre and post-Conference. A man named Phillipsborn wants to join the 
Conference. He is not an ordained rabbi. Rabbi David Lefko•itz of Dallas 
together with two young rabbis - graduates of the College - called Phillips­
born before them and gave him "semicha. 11 On the basis of that "semicha" 
Phillipsborn wants to join the Conference. 

I, of course, objected; and I said that the question of what we 
consider ordination has to be made clear. My own feeling on the matter is 
this: A rabbi coming from those parts of Europe where there is no other form 
of ordination but the personal semicha is, without question, to be considered 
a rabbi by us, and if otherwise suitable, is admissible to the Conference. 
Even in America if a man comes from a strictly Orthodox environment and gets 
semicha from an Orthodox rov of standing, he is likewise to be considered a 
r~bbi. But in general, in America where we have theological seminaries we 
should accept no ordination except that given by a seminary. It would be 
unfair to our seminaries if we permitt9d private ordination. 

The seminaries, of course, if they wish, may make special categories 
of partial ordination or may give a form of ordination to men hitherto not 
ordained but who have served in the rabbinate for many years. But that is 
heir business, not ours as a Conference nor ours as individual rabbis in 

America. Anyhow that is the way I feel about it. 

The Executive Board directed me to appoint a comrrlttee to go into 
the question of ordination in relation to the Phillipsborn case an in general. 
I would like to ap oint you as Chairman, William Braude of Providence who is 

on the Executive Board as the other member, and myself who will gladly sign 
your re ort. Would you please work out a statement for the Executive Board 
and ask Braude's reaction? 

P.S. 

As ever, 

You and I are the Conference representatives on a~ committee 
with the Union to discuss the limits of authority of the Committee 
on Ceremonies in publishing ceremonial and liturgical material. 



JfCJiM■ BlJCDII 
209 Flrat 1'ational lullilai 

hlephom 8!12 

Dr. Soloaon B. 1r.eebot 
•906 Pt.tth Annue 
Pttta'bur., Pa. 

-, dear Dr. lrffhofs 

Pontlao, Miohlga 

t aa 1b.plarq 411appointed int-be reply 1°" .,...,.. to rq letter. 
!m •oond paragraJlh of your lettAr to Dr. La 1 9l't-, lnclt.oat.s that 
7our 4eo1alon waa pureq arbitrar-r, dnoe you aq yov. 11-. no lillpl'9 
1tate•nt ot ti. function ~ tbi Arbitra i Coailttee, tpat lt l■ a 
aatter of jullpi1nt u to the tunoti.oa 0111111itte• m4 that it la 
parte.tq oi.ar thaiJ -, request to 1, oea ot belong to that Coa-
aitt. •1 bua1D8••• 

•oreonr, I 1houU like to oa .~ ~ our. tion to the tan that 
your d.l•iaaal of the eharpa I noted u heat•, d.oea not altigate the 
tt.asraoetul oomuot ot tlw,.,....an 'ftO ind lpd in noh t&otioa. It 1• • in 

_ . tut. q11estlonable whethlr. 9mat• rea l'ble tor theN attaeka llpcbl 
tho•• ot ua who are ant .uatlonali • U r all, th-:y ban gom on 
now tor •r• than taro j re• ln thi •le of llonln laaderahlt• I 
haft al.a• taken th• pa to loek tio lion.lat history-' finl that 
tar froa heat, auoh attaw an a -4itated deaip. in the ,attern of 
Jnilh nationalla. t'h11 being ae, tbeae ataoka be ... aore than 
•rheton.o•. 

All t la BNU to to be a little like your hand.ling of tha Houaton r 
matt.r, in whioh you •lfl+-ateppe4 the laaue of the poaitlon ot tbl Central 
Oonterenoe t Amerioan. labbla by aqhg that that group had just oeue4 
bein& anti- lelat. In tba naaa ot tr\lth• what la it theat Doe• lt lumc 
auapen4e4 in ~ ln a oontroveray th&t la aerioualy atfeottnc llna 
of Jew• enrywhere r • 

liallar~. ln 7our letter to Dr. IAlpalpr mt •• 701& t,y to erue 
an iesue by calling it an-. Some ot ua la.yaen ay not 'be .- olnu 
u 7ou pntleam of the oleth wlt.h won•• ht w alao know tmt 7011 oumot 
lalbt reallti•• CNt of exinenoe bi putting label• Oil th• whioh l&y t-r 
are n t there• 

t ban n.e i--r to llu1uoe 7ou to .. w.,, the. •harp• I haft \rotlgllt 
ap1ut the llonlat ra ,11 •ntloaecl la 'Ill¥ let-Mr. It oerW~ ..... H 
• that lt you hllll a wl.11 to adata.ia high naalaN.1 la tbi ,rote11l• _,. 
wre ot a ■1nd to 'be fair about thla aatter, you aip" ban lnterpnW 
the )INNptlna ot 70V 11'1'lvatlen Coaalttee 10 aa to on.r thaH fl&&rme 
aparturea troa eonduot befitting rabbi•. If the Central Oonf•ren• et 
Aalrle& laltbh oamet •• tld.1, then •he l• to• ltt 



I ahou14 appreoiate hearing fr• you. U I cannot aeoure a repq 
that 11 at least written in a tone that lndioat.1 that 7ou belieTe tllll 
aatter ia aerloua. I aboul.4 llD you to know that I • thinking aeriouq 
ot 1endlng our exohanp of correapondenoe broacloast throughout the 
oountry. 

Incld.entalq, there haa been a good. deal ot thia going beyond rabbia 
ot late. I wonder t.t it hu o curred to you that 1.,_n, whoa 7ou so otten 
want to · ual■t J'OII in your work. are feeling thllr strength and going O"Nr 
the head.a ot a leadership that no longer lead.a• in a oon.Horated. attempt 
te revt.n a Ju4aia that will. 

D1f 
Oopua to 

Dr • Ball W. Lelp11ger 
llr. Loul• Goldberg 



Ir. IOJ'IIUl lllckller 
20i 1ir1\ lational !haild1n1 
Poatiac, llioJucan 

l;J dear llr. Buckner• 

I h&Ye your letter of A ar clear trJing to J>UIIP up 
a f'ipt wi\h the Central Confer nc Rabbia. I aaaure 7011 that ,q 
letter to labbi Leip•ic•r d~a n eat and the thr t. contained 
1a 7our letter to u ot £\lg\l8t 1 cuae ae ot cmm1D&17 trTiDI to 
••rw an 1•- by call1 it a .__,. acorntullt ot the • entle118D 
ot the cloth.• You aide-stepped th 11 ue ot th• 
po i Uon ot t.h Cen tter, nd you end w1 th the 
threat ot aeadiilg • ,.,,..,W&M:w._• ..-..i.aW£1n.oe broadcaat throughout th• OOUDt.ry.• 

There 1a li e t can 1D an• r to thia bd.tiq. Th• nb-
J eot or di cu1ion la N&iq uite I u bellen that the att.aok bJ 
Zioniat rabble iut --.--Zi~ ia unju t.itied. You re entitl to 7our 
belief. I ............. -e.s Zi ata lancuac• •ild.lar to 7oura with re1 to the 
ttaoka br 1 1-Ziolliata upon Zioniata. Iou cldll that the denunci tion ot 

anti-Ziont ta b,r Zion! rabbia lhoul.d be • th subject of in atiption 'ti' 
our Arbi t \ion ~-t and 7ou Mt to t ett ct to the ChairllaD ot our 
Arbitrati Co tt , •bbi Leip i1er. He r terr the aatter to , aAd I 

aw red -.-.n. ... "'" I do n aid r th aubJ eot tter ot th •• de tea to be a 
proper tielc1 for. 1.-t U,aUon bf our Arbitration Coaltt • Men ill the h t 
ot debate uy o •XJ>N•• theuelYea thoughtl•••l1' nd uae uag1erated de-
1cnption1 ot eaoh other. Thia is untortunate but 11 alao1t 1.neTitable n 
people teel •• d eply • th-, do on a aubJ o\ nch • this oae, and 1D 1eneral, 
1• one ot th ice, • P81 tor t.b pri'Yileg or tree apeeoh. How• r, IIJIT 
om::t, Id, betNen bbi and rabbi, orb t.weeo rabbi d oongreption, which m;r 
wit.h jut.itication dee unethical, ould be 1ui ble tter to be in-
~ stig ted bf our J.rblt.ration ~lllllit • 

W follow the general J.aerio principl ot allowinl tNecl ot apeeob 
UDllOle•ted, but ot aubjecting aetion to etul acruu.n,. or cour••• a0111e • 
1peech 11&1 co • 10 d erou u to conat.1"'1te •cl r d an tm.Uate dens r• 
but wb taer it J.a ao dangeroua ia a utter ot Judpea.t. ince it •-, re-
1ponaibilit7, I Jlldged that th • te nt• ~ which 7ou ternd, while po111 q 



llr. loraan Bucm 

unfortunate, were not such illmediate danger and did not constitute• cUon• 
which would require inTeatiption by our Arbitration Coaitt e. 

U 7ou deal.re to publiah thie correa ndence I haTe no obj ction. 

With beat wiehea, I aa 

Sincerely, 

SBlaLS 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
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E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

August 17, 1944 

PHILIP o . BOOKSTABER, H arri bur ir, Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAU DE, Pro\ id nee , R. I. 
JAMES G. HELLE R, Ci ncinna t i, Ohio 
JULIU9 MARK , U ·hville, Ten n. 
ALBERT G. MINDA, Mi nnenpolL~ . Minn. 
LAWRENCE W . S C HWARTZ, Wh ite Plains, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHU STERMAN, Baltimvre, Md . 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Jopl in, Mo. 
HARRY J . STERN, Mont real, Canad 
SIDNEY S. T E DESC H E , Brookh·n, N. Y. 

I shall take your advice on the matter of the 
marriages in Palestine. There is no reason to press the 
matter now durit\?: the war. When the war is over, there 
will be time enough to discuss it and then it will be 
your job, not mine. 

By now you mu t have received my letter about 
the ordin tion. I hope you will accept the chairmanship 
of this small committ~e. You do not hav9 to do much work 
on the matter - just bring in a recommendation in the name 
of yourself, Braude and myself to the Executive Board in 
October. Do you agree with the analysis of the situation 
which I made in my letter to you on this subject? 

With best wishes, I am 

As ever, 

SBF:LS 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N. BAZELL, Louisvill~. Ky. 
MAURICI! J. BLOOM, Newburgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP D. BOOKSTABER, Harri bur • Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Providence, R. I. 
JAMES G . HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIUS MARK, Nruihville, Tenn. 
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ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Baltimore, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J. STERN , Montreal, Canada 
SIDNEY s. TEDESCHE, Ilrooklyn, N. Y. 

I am going to bother you quite a little bit this year on 
Conference matters because I would lL:ce you to become acquainted with 
the matters which may fall into your hands after this year. 

Mr. Norman Buckner of Pontiac, Michigan, wrote to Leipziger, 
Chairman of the Arbitration Coilliflittee, and complained of the nature of 
the language used by tionist rabbis in attacking anti-Zionists, and 
asked that the matter be taken up by the Arbitration Committee. 
Leipziger sent the correspondence to me and I answered him that I did 
net think that it is a matter for our Arbitra ,ion Com;nittee to inv~sti­
gate. (See my enclosed letter to Leipziger.) I also wrote to Mr. Buckner 
to that effect. Mr. Buckner then wrote me the enclosed angry letter. 

It is clear to me that since he sent a copy of my etter to 
Louis Goldberg, who has been re-publishing and broadcasting his answer 
to my answer to Houston, that Mr. Buckner is part of the American Council 
group, and he or the group is seeking another cause celebre. You 1'ill 
notice that he threatens to publish the correspondence. I am sending 
you also a copy of my answer to Mr. BucY.ner. I would appreciate whatever 
comments you care to make. 

With best wishes, I am 

As ever, 

SBF:LS 
Enclosures 
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t 18, 1944 

Dr. Solomon B. rreahot 
4 5 1th Av nu 
Pitta r , Pennaylvania 

y dear Sola 

concur in your "Teehuvah• in he matter 
irre ul , not to, "phoney", ordillation 

or th rabbi d 1n Dallaa. It is zing how 
many •~• t' n • are ha on ow-
eouthern ne hbora. Sine "Teechuvot" 
1 up your alle , I ould a--.~~v.. tl t you 
write it and I will b ha to si it and I 

ure t Br ude 11, too. 

1th all ood wishes, I re I 

, 

s ev r your•, 

SaDR 



Dr. loloaon I. heehot 
490efttUlANIIU 
Pltl1bu , P • 

aeer Iola 

• an Buokaer of Ponti o (l• '' lhal lh• tol"IIU a\llmplnc 
pound of hreoT) la ns. en\17 an ..-, pHYOO&\nr. tow 
repl7 to h11 e.,-1oalloa l• aoellen\. ?ov. alp' ha•• 

44ed that \be ~llralloa OolllllllN ot the Cenlnl Co~ennoe 
ot ertean lal»bta la tor ••'•" of lh• OenlNl Oollfennoe t:tl 
A."T1er1oan .,,1,. and l• no, ln\ ht for llf'II• wbo 1'111' lo 
c .. .._,ulon one gl'OtlJ) ot 'blt11 ine other or whc, do no, 
1 - what oenain rabb11 an 

1th all goo4 wle •• J remain, 

oal oordl.U, 70ura, 

StD 



CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
of 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

September, 1944 

-- BULL E TIN, 
FIFTY-Fll◄ TH NNUAL CO VENTION 

Th' Fift -nf th \nnual Con cn~ic,n of the Conference h.1s pass ·cl into hist or . 
1 he attencbnce w;1s good and all vote l it a u1-cat suc<..<..ss. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF CONVENTION 

PRESll>EYr's ME · .\<.E: . was to be exp ·cted, Pres id ' tH Fre ·hof gave us ,1 . cholarl, 
m sag outlining plarni for demobilization in our midst .1ft ·r the war and sug­
gesting plam for a rll urn to I , ·:in: time. 

Covrn~cPoR \ Eotr , H1sTORY: The report of thi , committee h;•s I ecn sent to the 
members. 

J t :TJCE \ 1> PE.\CE: Th • report told of th ' ·fTort s of the Com 111 ission to belt er rac • 
relations and outlined pl.ms for lectures .rnd .1 hool on orlcl P '.t • • and World 
R comtruction. Words of commendation w 're c ·pr ·sscd for President Roos ·-
cit for n-lakinu it possibk for \ ar refugees to find .1 tcmporar home, and for 

S ·crctar Hull for his ·(Torts for world org.111i.1..1tion. \ long !is ·ussion greet ·d 
th Commission\ recommendation for the r • eduution ,if C,crnun .1nd its r ·­
admi~~ion into the fomil of ~ttions. Th · p.1r.1g1 aph , .1~ ref ·rrcd ha ·k to th · 
'ommission for re-, ording hut most of th origin.d , otdin° , as rct.1in ·d. \ 
ommcncL1tion of L1hor for it~ p.trt in the , ar .111 I .: hope t h.1t th • 1 re~i lent\ 

Fair Emplo m 'Ht Pr.1 ·ticc om mitt c h • 111,1 1c p ·rm.1ncnt wer ' included in th· 
report. The \m ·ri an Reel Cross and th , Army an l .1v ,1uthorni ·~ were urged 
to chanoe their polic of senr u,Hiun of l lood of ncnn \01101 . 



P\PElts: Th · two papers h. Dn,. Jbmhugcr .mcl Atlas , er · well n~cc1 ·d ,md pro­

vok d ., lon(r di . ·u,sion . 

( , .• 1 ·11 1 • s1 •1·111c>11 c,1· R;1hhi Jacob J. W in. tt.:in was a d ·fem · of A ) H .RE C ... .. ... R\10 .. .. 

Zionism in the .\m ·ri ·;111 ,c ·ne. 

REsou ·T10 s: Onl , two resolutions were introduc cl .incl hoth of them touched on 

subjc ·ts v.r hich had alr 'ad , b ·n trc.1tcd in th · Pres id ·nt 's rkssage ;111d were in 
con.cqucncc refurecl to the Lomm ittu.· on Prcsid ·nt's 

Oi:i:1cERS: The same ofTiccrs were rr elected. St ~111l ·y R. Bra , \hraham Feinstein, 
\Ian S. Crc ·n, \r ch Lev. Jacoh R. forcus, Louis W itt were pla ·eel on the 

E'\ecutivc Board. 

PE s10 • Ft · n: Th ' Conf rcnc approv cl the Joint Conference-Union I cnsion Fund 
and it c,rlranizat ion i. now ,L . ur cl. 

. \,1ERIC\'\ Ji-.,, 1s11 Co !·ERE ci:,: : The Conference .1pprov ·cl the support of th · r ·solu­
tions of the \mcrican Jewish Confer nee h our klcg:1tcs with the exc pt ion 
of th · I al ·st inc resolution. The n ·utralit of tl,c ( ,on fer ·n T on the . uhjc ·t of 
Zion ism was re.1 ff i rmcd. 

Rt:PLY To I Im·."10 ,o c.,u~c. \'I 10 : \ft ·r a long dd,.1tc the Conf ·r ·nc • adoptrd the 
re. ol ut ion of the E \'.l'Cllt i • Boa rel , hich r c~1cl a follm 

The L. ·rnt1vc Bo.ml hc.1rtil , comm nds iL I resident for hi ·r .tbl · .tnd 
LOmpr ·hcnsi c rcpl to Congrcg.1tion I ·th lsra ·l of I Iow,ton. \J • f · •l th.It h · 
h.1 . frnl full , >. pr ss cl the prcscllt v1 \ ! rnnt of the C ·ntral Conf rcn • · of 
,\mc.:ri an R.,hhi s .,nd of Rl'form J ud.ti~m on the 1uestion~ r.1is • l b th · Hou. ton 
C.011g rcg.1tio11 :rnd w • would r com men l th.it the rcpl nud • h th Pre ·idcnt 
on titutL th • officia l rL 1 on • of >Ur 'onfen:nc t > ' o n n 1 •n~n ton PLth ls1 .1d. 



PRo<,R.\~l: Hav ou an suggestions for th program for the next Con ention. Dr. 
\hba Hill I .. ' ilv r, th Chairman, will I <: gl.td to re · ivc .rnd con. icier our 

suggestions. 

PR\'IER Boen:., H>R L11\P1 \I s: Sc eral Chapl.iin. luve st.ttccl that they c.1n110t get 
nion Prayer 1 ook\. The Jewish \ ·!fan. Board h.is h ·en furnishing thrst 

hook. to the Chapl.tins. Make our request to them. H you do not rcnin 
th ·m, vrit ' lo the ' ·c1-ctary and you will. 

Pt 'LPIT P1u YER Boo Ks: Onl a fc, cop1e of the Pulpit Pr., er I ,ok, Vol. I, rem:11n. 

The will not b ' rcpubli hcd. If 1ou ha c not bought a cop _ this 111.1 he our 

1.,st ·h.m • '. S ·nd our ord ·rs to the Sccrcur . 

H \PPY EW E R: The officer of the Conf ' r ·nc • ·,tend to all of , ou 
best wi . hes for a Happ C\ car with ~, f 'r er ·nt pra 1er that w • and all mankind 
ma . oon he hless ·d with Peace. 

Cordiall ours, 

Administr;\ti l S • -r 'tar 
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A LABOR DAY MESSAGE 
\Y • ur tribu t t th miracul u • 1~rod u • a hi ·v d b • 

• at and manao· m nt. Lab r' ·trik lia , l en 
n th iv fact r in • 1· • ucc •• . \\ <l th tr· 

wl ha urr <l in man ct1 ur 1 r , in vital and 
·ital ind • 't of r' 1tar) ik pl d f r 

durati n. r, w caution th 1 • can 1 ubli n 
n<l m h , , but to 1 b r that the v 

1 achi 1 a r a I - t 
in lu ·tri c bat f . Tl l 

f pr d I 1 ' n ·ri -
\\' c f , , <l hard an u 
111 111c • • not k • )t 1 a l 
Ii 1 rue h 
million: w • th ra 

1. • rker~· ha 
lin y • • , thi ·a:t maj 
h witl :. B 

1a n th , min li:t r 
' 1 th ab r in th that ffi • 
th· army an publiciz" c >r in er at 
:upp1i • f , ur fightin nen. 

• hai T at r c rd f lab r w ]aud th quall • 
an • trial manag m nt u11parall ·l d th hi.:tor • 
it 1ation • ' r.·ati1it • kill in anizin dl • • 

1lt it 1 rabl le, ip in making u .: th 
f ur . 1 Ii ·r: with th to b f 

• • alitv f ·a 'rifi in tim ·: ( war. 
lar t tw • n th' :acrifi '. of men in th 
nd populati n. 

\i\T • t that th t': Fair Em1 l :m nt Practi 
' mm 1ad I ·rm n f ur v ·rnm nt. .. nv di ·-

'rimin, ·1111 m nt f ra , nationality, r r ·ligf n i: 
m rall tio-nant and in vi f th' ·pirit f our 11. titution. 

Th r 1 ti n h ri ultur and indu.· try during 
thi ' • t n°. It in t h ~ al ility >f ur c untry t 

an . t that w 1 i , i 
1 cl in maintaini t 1 ti 
that f • ·n r 

If pri va ail 1 
on t. h nd f itution 
al lanning Board, ab 1 ' 
ak riati n f • h n 

judged y th qua f t 1 1 r 
nation b al ndard f it affor e. The gr at pla built out of public fun uld n t b ong, nor 
hould th b r tired from produ . \Vh re n t peace 



need i n ce ary, they hould b r con ert d by pri at capital if 
po ible, if not, by public capital to produc c • ntial mat rial in order 
to maintain abundance al in time of peace. Th plant built by the 
entir nation hould benefit all the p, pl . Thi dut , e ow n t m rely 
to e ery citizen but t all humanit 111 rica with a high tandard 
of li, ing , ill be an in pirati n t rl<l. uch an 111 ri a could 
w ather an po t-war cri i . 

W tru t that in th in vitabl and ntial can llation f war 
c ntr our Go ernm nt , ill tr at with ju 't and fair on n b th 
w rk and management wh ha e o fin l p rat d 

fa r th principl f a di mi al wa and ur pa age 
f th ao-n r-11urra -Din 11 Bill f r th furth r f ial 

• curit 
THE POST-WAR TREATMENT OF GERMANY AND JAPAN 

I. Germany 
In c n id rin th tr atm nt of a d f at 

l ad fir ·t affirm our c nf All ill 
ui 1 • • rath r th t a r 

G r n an in t' er f t 
mankin pt, ho h ff cti 

f t 1 in ur 1 ual and m l chang 
pr fr m again hui]din up a 111· • mach • t 
th v rld. ducati n 1 11an p I will un-
d u uch tim cau e th d itl ri ha b n 
plat m the youth of German 

the immediat - an 1 peedy rial in lli d ou tho e 
G r on ible for rim again 't the ci ilian popu f r 
vi I international law. vVe b lie t1 th p pl any 
w h d Hitleri n I moral obliga ti t aid in tion 

f and countr cl tr ir invadin \ e 
beli German turn 1 ldi r hav n in 

cc land ; r tore t cl p r 1 - ttl 1 pl f rcil I 
tran 'plant d. 

II. Japan 
\i\ that th p • to 

Japan. W gard n r G n a h • r 
p opl . apan lik th r u lu . t 
I arn that w rlcl \\ ill not 1 ir n. t n-
p n at th injured nation f r th t Y c m. 
Th y mu t be put on pr bati n unt 1 • m that 1 t 
that th y hav r cover d from their madn and ar 1 r p to take 
their rirrhtful place in th famil of nati 

All nati n victor a w 11 a, anqui h d abjure lf-righteou -
ne and mu t hare in th ta k of p t-\J ar r truction. 

Both of the e m • age w r appr d at the la t meeting f the entral nference 
of merican Rabbi and we tron ly urge our m mb rs to giv them wid ~ pread publicity 
in the daily, labor and r Jigiou. pr . It is al o uggc, t d that th e tatement be 
reproduc d in temple bulJetin . Anyon de iring additional copie may procure them by 
writing to F. M. Isserman, Chairman of th Commi sion, 5017 Wa hington _Blvd., ~t. 
Loui 8, Mo. Please write and let the chairman know what u e you make of tlu bulletm. 

II 



THE RELIGIOUS BASIS OF A JUST AND ENDURING PEACE 
The failure of men to r ogniz th im1>licati n of the ov r ignty f cl and the 

sanctity of human life ha r ·ultcd in moral di ·ruption and world-wiclc dcva ·tation. 1i -
readmg the finding £ the icnce , both phy ical and ·ial men have gi en thdr allegi­
an e t fal e philo phie . piritual and m ral value hav • b n divorced fr m human life 
and matcriali m ha b n made uprcme in the affair of m n. In ord r t rebuild our 
br ken civilizati n, the piritual t achin of r li i n mu ·t bccom th foundati n f th 
n w \ orld order and the dynamic force in a ju t and nduring pcac . 

Vv e hold that any att mpt t xtri ·at humanity fr m it pre "nt tragi on<liti n mu t 
take c gnizan of the follo\ ing ba ·ic principle which deriv from I racl hi ·t ric 
teaching : 

1. Int rnational p ac i of th v ry th • l - in of J udai ·m and the 
propagation of it ha b en part of the hist 1. id al of univcr ·al peace 
pring directly from Ju • m conce r d th br th rhoo<l of 

man. R • 1, • and t l divi 1 , • and moral valu and 
rvc th r the 1i lty. T Ju , ha b n upon their 

harm ni c nc tl ir oll ta ingdom on earth. 
2. J uclai m r • in her nt nati nal r racial rioritic and ha 

c ndemncd the en all u h f i ti n f r the pu 
oth r p pl . 

3. J udai m tea he that national verci0 ·nty mu t b ubordinate to the hi her moral 
law of G d. nati n i ab v thi la" . nation can b a la, unto it elf. Ev ry nati n i 
morally re p n ibl and ace untable to G cl, \\ h the ourcc and ancti n of all lift;, 
individual and coll ctivc. 

4. J udai m ha alway urg d th n c ~ ity of rganizing for p ac by er a ting a per­
manent international oci ty, th member of which will ovenant t b crve th moral law 
of God. ati n can find ju t and enduring p a only in far a th y mcrg th ir paratc 
national inter t with the c rporate lif f humanity. 

5. J udai m fir t am rcat • • • orld t it h ideal of 
unive di arm 1t. Thi " a • c nc of ab hm nt of a 
right and cff e int rn ler. v their int plow hare 
only n there will b an nal ugh t ct cry nation 
again gre ion. 

6. Judai m m • • hat ·u. t an 
up n full p litical, and ial rigl r m n v ryw Only rk of right-
eou nc an yield d nl p n ju and truth can peace r • t 

7. J udaL m bcli ves that a la. tin nl • r nciliation. k the 
d tru • f ·1 rather than of ti n an l th ir l ad ho are 
r po r ·11 • ri p worldmu. tb ghtto 
j tic b n 1g )ti qui it iti n of interna-
tional y n th ntary a iation f nation 
a equ t a it t of ses, of ch no nation is 
entirely blamcl 

8. De. pite th itie and diffi ulti . of building , orld p a J udai. m doc not 
de pair. Judai m idcntly in th perfc tibility of man and in the moral progr 
of mankind. It aff ring faith in the future an l in man' apa ity t a hi ve a ju t 
and enduring peac , once he become p f the pm r and the might f the spirit of 
God. Judai m pro laim that it i. ma t duty and ultimat d tiny !'taken 'olam 
b'malkttt haddai.' to perfect the world und ,r th I ving s v r ignty f the lmighty. 

-From "Judai m and a Ju t and Enduring Peace." 
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Dear Coll ea.gue 1 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, 13, PA . 

EXECUTIVE DOARO 

MAURICE J. BLOOM, Ncwbur h, N. Y. 
WILLIAM G. SRAUOE, Providence, R. I. 
STANLEY R. BRAV, Vick burg, Mis . 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN, Cl uttanooga, Tenn. 
A ... AN S. GREEN, l'r J, • , Y. 
JAMES G. HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ARYEH LEV, \V· ~uin.,·on, D. C. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, ii cinnati, Q;1io 
ALBC:RT G. MINDA, ,11111,l·apoh~ • .Minn. 
l'HINL .. S SMOLLE.R, l,llica •o, 111. 
H-ARRY J. STE 1-1, Montr<:al, annda 
LOUI S WITT, Dayton, Ohio 

September 1 1 1944 

The Honora.ble Herbert H• Lepan, Director General or the Un1tec! N ationa 
Relief' and Rehab111tat1on Administration, has issued an urgent appeal ror 
the collection or clothing to be distributed free in the liberated a.reaa 
overseas. The need for clothing beCDmes our urgent responsibility and 
it can onl'y be met through direct collection in the United States. 

)Ir. Lehman has request.ad the f'ollowing three service agenoies to ass11111e 
respon11b111ty among their own gro~ps to collect clothing through ohUNh.N 
and aynagoguesa the National Council ot Jewish Wcaen, tor the Jewish 
cormwnity; the Church Committee on Overseas Relief and R.constn.ction, 
tor the Pfotestant community; and the War aelief' Service'° or the Nati.cnal 
Ca.tholic Welte.re Conf'e1'ence, f'or the Catholic community. 

Recognizing our responsibility 1n this urgent relief ef'f'ort and knowing 
that you will be glad to oooperate in this work, I am suggesting to all 
members of the Central Conf'e12ence of' .American Rabbis that they participate 
1n this task, llr• Lehman has set aside September 17th, 18th and 19th tor 
all the ministers and rabbis or the United States to make their appeal• 
Since the New Year's services begin Sunday night, September 17th, we shall 
be able to bring this announcement to almost the entire Jewish community. 
The sisterhoods e.nd various aux111ar1ea will ha.ve the respona1b111ty for 
the actual collection. 

lnf'ormation concerning procedures and publicity will be relea.aed through 
the National Council ot Jewish Women tor the information of all rabbis 
and sisterhood groups. This material should Peach you 11111 in adYance 
or the High Holy Days• 

With best wishes, I am• 

Sincerely, 

~ iJ ~...,dr 
Solomon B• Freehot, President· 

Cent_ral Conference or American Rabbi• 



Sep ember 19 l 4 

Dr. ~ol on . Fr ehof 
4905 Fifth venue 
?itt. bur.,n, Pa. 

aur Sola 

l don't ae81il to va a record of the 
Ooto meet1 or the uXOC tiv• Board or 

e c.c.A.R. I did not ttend ho laat et1 • 
£ re I et boa od 11p in Oatober. . w.d like 

t set side t l is d te so as to e sure to 
attend it. 

, 1 1 all good ishea r or :" :y Ye&.r to 
OU i:t.lld Lillian in hich Virg1n1& joins It ~ rtily 
Ir in, 

l S,BIC 
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(SIGNED) SAMUEL . GUP. 
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MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
of 

THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
CINCINNATI,OHIO--OCTOBER,18,1944 

A meeting of the Executive Board of The Central Confer- · 
ence of American Rabbis was held at Hotel Gibson,Cincim1ati, 
~hio on Wednesday,October 18,1944 with the President,Solomon 
B.Freehof in the Chair. 
MEMBERS PRESENT: The following members were present; Selomon 
B.'F'reehof, Abba Hillel Silver, Harry S.Margolis, Sidney L. , 
Regner, Isaac E.Marcuson, Maurice J.Bloom, William G.Bratide, 
James G.Heller, Albert G.Minda, Harry J.Stern, Stanley R. 
Brav, Abraham Feinstein, Alan s. Green, Aryeh Lev, Jacob R. 
Marcus, Louis Witt. • 

Mauri ce N.Eisendrath,director of the Union of American 
Hebrew Con~rega tions attended the meeting. 
PRAYER: The Opening Prayer was offered by Chaplain Aryeh Lev. 
m.;~~TION OF MEMBERS: The following were elected to membership: 
Einll L.Fackenheim. 
MEMBERSHIP DISCONTINUED: Rabbi Melbourne Harris hav1:tl.g noti­
flea the secretary that he had retired from the rabbinate, 
the Executive Board discontinued his membership in the 
Cenference. 
MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY: The secretary was instructed to convey 
to Mr.Adolph Rosenberg sincere sympathy on account of the 
death of his mother Mrs.Sch.nfeld. 
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE: Rabbi Marcuson,Chairman of the 
eorrnnittee, announced tha t Wnion lrayer Book Vol.II newly 
revised was ready for publication and the printers assured 
him that it could be issued by early spring . The connnittee 
wa s authorized to go ahead ,ith the printing of the newly 
revised volume and that the book shall be bound in black. 
Tha t the membership shall be circularized to ascertain how 
many congregations will adopt the revised book and how many 
volumes will be returned for exchange. Frem this the committee 
can judge whether it will be necess ary to print an edition 
of t he unrevised Volume II. It wa s decided to i nclude in 
t he volume a prayer for the martyrs who lost their lives 
during the war. 
SEI,II CHA : The oonnni t t ee which was appointed to decide on 
principles which whall guide the Executive Board in judg-
ing the validity of a semicha presented its report. It 
ur ged members of The Conference not to confer the semicha 
and recornmen ed th~t t he theological seminaries be asked to 
consider the advi sability of conferring a special ordina tion 
on men who for one reason or another have found it impossible 
to compl e te thel r studies and receive the regular ordination 
as r ~bbi. The app lication of Adolf Philippsborn wa s present• 
ed but he w~s not elected to embership there being objec-
t i en on the part r, f a mem1)er of the Executive Board• 
TREASURER ·s REPORT ~ Rabbi .Harry Margolis presented the 
report of t he ~reasurer. It was moved and adopted that the 
officers of t he Conf er ence shall pick out investments from 
t he Relief Fund to t he value cf $150 1 000 and these shall be 
segreBated to t he credit of the Pension Fund. It wa s moved and 
adopted t½-=1.t after t his year money contributed to the support 
of the rension Fund shall be charged to the General Fund and 
tha t only mone~ used for actual relief or subvention pur-
P oses shall be charged to t he Relief Fund. 



l,iEMEBR~ TN ARREARS: The treasurer reported the follo:ring 
memu:,i H7.n ari.~ ::i'"r~-f;)r more thn.n three ye;_lrs o.nd the 
secrotary was i "'lS Lru.ct.)d. to notify them t·ho. t unless they 
pay thE? arrearage i.n part or in full by January first they 
shallstand ~uspen-::.:.edo The secretary was instructed to ad­
vise t.hE: riembcr~ that suspension from the Conference v,ell 
jeopnr~ize their standing in the Pension Plan. Lawrence 
Block~ Acolph Fein e1g, Leon Feuer, Ephraim Fischoff, 
Samuel Gl ':t sner, David Goldberg, Carl Herman, Irving Levey, 
Meyer T,ipman, Lothar Lubasch, Maurice Lyons, Myron Meyer, 
SamueJ Perlman; Harold Reinhart, William F.Rosenblum, 
Herman Saville, Maurice Schatz, Max Schenk, Samuel Vollonan, 
and. Erlo 1Terner. 
J?INA"".fCI.AL SECRETnRY' S REPORT: The report of the office of 
~--v-.. -nancial Secretary was presented by Rabbi Regner. 
T8 -~700K: Rabbi Marcuson reported that the Yearbook was in 
t"'~T-nna vras merely waiting for the list of connni ttees • 
RELIEF Alfi SUBVENTION: Rabbi Margolis reported for the 
c~nnnittee on Relief. It was moved and adopted that we con­
tinue to send seventy dollars a month for the support of 
Abrah~m Fried and that the committee investigate before the 
nex~ meeting a s to whether some organization in Palestine 
cou~.r~ n0t take over the care of this case• It was moved that 

; 

the p~csent relief cases be continued. It was moved and 
adopteu that the seminaries be asked not to graduate men who 
are lnentally unstable and would not be able to hold a 
posj_tion, 
MEMGR1A1 RESOLUTIONS:It was moved and ad~ted that in the 
l'utu~e the President shall briefly mention members who have 
passed away during the year,when he gives the President's 
Message, but that the usual memorial resolution not t~ ex .. 
ceet ~ne page in length shall be prepared by some colleague 
and s~all be printed in the Yearbook. 
TIME ArD PLACE OF NEXT CONVENTION: It was moved and adopted 
ffint the next convention of the Conference shall begin on 
Thursday night June 2 lst.,with the President's Message and 
cont:i.nue through Moi-iday morning. That the convention shall 
m~et in a New Jersey resort if possible. 
REPCRTS: The following action was taken en matters in re­
j_:t6·rr:f;-c5r committees which were referred to the Executive 
Boat•l . 

.Sur:-lal Justice. The Executive Board deemed it unwise 
uno.E:;1"' present conditions for the Commission on Social 
j·u.stice to attempt to raise funds for a permanent secretary. 

Mo.rriage,Family and the Home. Recommend'l tion I. It was 
mo e and adopted tha t the matter of introducing effective 
courses in our sem5.naries be referred to the seminaries and 
the., t Recommenda t. i.0n II be referred to the Union of American 
Hebre1!v Congrega i 1. ·,n .. J u 

Religious WvrLc J .. '1. 7Jniversities. It was moved and adopted 
tho. t action on cb.c.· ... ,., :~cmmenda ti ons of this committee be 
postponed until LfJ:.:~., che war. 

Committee on Preaident 1 s Message. Recommendation I. The 
President reported that no further action was needed. 
Recommendation III. The President reported thnt this committee 
had been appointed and would report later in the meetin • 
COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAINCY: The Conference Committee on Chap­
laincy to whom had been referred resolutions presente1 by a 
group of chaplains at the 1944 Convention of the ConfAr·~nc9 
presented its report. The following substitute resolui.;.!.rJtl 
was adopted. 



_., '-"'""""-t.:,•• u V.1.4.J,...._, 4t1c..A. V 1.10.L ._,v ....,_,. ..._, ..__ _ -u - -

PROGRAM: Rabbi Silver presented a series of letters from 
members containing suggestions for the program of the next 
Convention. The following progrum was adopted. The general 
theme of the program, Spiritual Reconstruction of the Jews 
of Europe--Salo Baron. Anti-Semitism--Joshua Trachtenberg . 
Good "lill--Magnin, Conference Sermon--Gup, Sa turday nfteJ.,noor.. 

a. program of Jewish Music--Braude and Singer. Thursday O'"u , 

ning 1f8ning session--President 1 s Message. So far a s possible 
Chaplains will be invited to read services. 

The Exe cu ti ve Board of the Csn t :"'al Conference oi' : • 1-2./•i can 
Rabbis having befor; it the :1<.,::?ort of th-3 Chapl 2.1 x~::r Jom­
mi ttee which studiP-d the resolutions pr~dented by a group 
of sixteen ~ha.plains a t the 1944 Convention of the Confer­
ence makes the following declaration: 

l~ince the Houston Congrega tion Beth Israel questions 
the authority of Rabbi Heller, we declare tha t Rabbi 
Heller's visit had been authorized by the Connnittee on 
Chaplains,established by the joint action of the CCAR 

and the UAHC. 
2.'Je find also tha t Rabbi Schachtel, in taking the pulpit 

at Houston contravened the rules of the Committee on 
Chaplains by failing to secure proper clearance as required 
by the following rule established by the CQmmittee on 
Chaplains: 

A Rabbi,even though advised by his family phy~ician 
or others tha t he iswhysically disqualified lil5r the 

Chaplainc~, will not be regarded b~ the authorities of both 
the Union and Conference,unless he submits to a physi ­
cal examination as prescribed by the War and Navy 

department and is rejected offically. 
In accordance with many statements previouslv issued, the 
Executive Board of the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
together with the Connnittee of Chaplains of the ConferenQe and 
the Union reaffirms its intention to do everything to 
protect the interests of its members who are serving in the 
armed forces and is grateful to the Chaplains for having 
brought this matter so clearly to their attention. 
PROGRAM: Rabbi Silver presented a series of letters from 
members containing suggestions for the program of the next 
Convention. The following program was adopted. The general 
theme of the program, Spiritual Reconstruction of the Jews 
of Europe--Salo Baron . Anti-Semitism--Joshua Trachtenberg. 
Good Will--Magnin, Conference Sermon--Gup, Saturday afternl)On 

a program of Jewish Music--Braude and Singer. Thursday o •~;- • 
ning .,ening session--President•s Message . So far as possible 
Chaplains will be invited to read services. 
COMMITTEE ON PLACEMENT: Rabbi Heller ma ea statement as tc 
the present status of the Conference Committee on Placement, 
COI.T.I3vI ONS: Rabbi Sil•r reported for the Joint Committee 
on CommissTons with the Union. The Executive Board approv­
ed all recommendations. 
COM1ITTEE ON COMMITTEES:The Executive Board approved the 
recommendations presented by Rabbi Minda for the Committee 
on Connnittees. 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCES: Rabbi Braude reported for the Com­
mittee appointed to carry out the recommendation of the 
President's Message in regard to methods for increasing our 
Relief and Subvention Fund. The committee recommended that 
the present system of collections for Solicitations be 
continued and thnt a l arge fund be raised to create a re~ 
search fellowship. Tri ~ report was referred back to the com­
Mittee for further stuuy nd for the possibility of creat­
ing a General cultural Fund . 
SUBVENTION: The amount to be spent on subvention for the 
year was fixed at $1200 .00 
The meeting adjourned . 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ f. ffe-tt,r-~ <....,:,;',•·, ., ___ , .. • 
Isaac E. Marcusen 
Administrative Secretar-J 



October 51,144 

Dr. Solomon D. Freehot 
,905 Fifth Avenu 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Uy dear Sols 

I run returnin ... herewith the emori l r Jer 
which ou rote. It is very be utiful. 

Concernin 
bit of study 

the other m tter~ I shall ive it a good 
t re I 1ive ou my opinion. 

• 1th all ood is .es, I r muin 

AHS aBK 
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HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Admini t rative Secreta ry 
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SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financia l Secret a ry 
Readinir, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

i lovember 1, 19 44 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E~st 105th t . and Ansel Rd . 
Clcvel::md, Ohio 

Dear Abba : 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

MAUR I CE J. BLOOM , ·ewburgh. . Y. 
WILLIAM G . BRAU0E, Provi tlenc • R. l. 
STANLEY R. BRAV, Vick. burg, Mi.R. 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN , Chattanooga, Tenn. 
ALAN S . GREEN , Trny , . Y. 
JAMES G. HELLER , incinnat i, Ohio 
ARYEH LEV , Wu><hington, D. C. 
JAC OB R . MARCUS , incinnnti, Ohio 
ALBERT G . MINOA , l\l inncll)loli.,, Minn. 
PHIN E AS SMOLLER , Chicago, 111. 
H-ARR Y J . STERN , ~1ontreul. Cnnnda 
LO U I S WITT, D·tyton, Ohio 

Since send ·.ng you the rnnterial for the Arbitration Com­
ml t tee, I recei.ved a letter from V.olsey of which the following is 
the relevant A.raeraph : 

'If you would like to have co ie of the ma crial or 
prefer to have me ser.d the copjes to Leipz'ger, w~ s all o wh t ­
ever you suggr--st . I think I :=;hould confess to you thnt I don ' t 
see how the matter can be resolved or composed 'in the interest 
of h~rmony and good will' in view of he wretched things which 
~ is~ wrote in his edi toriRl . I think you ,vi 11 r1eree that nothing 
-dsc s, id i'r~s ve ., frien:il or har. o ..... :ous . In our judgment ~ t 
Nas even crim.j_nall v libelous ~nd the matter could have been det1l t ., 
with sti.11 fur Lher in the courts . ~Ie felt, however, that in view 
of the Conferencets se ✓-up fo situ tions of this sor t , jt, would 
be much better for the rep11tation of the rabbinate ~nd of Israel 
to give the matter over to the Conference for its considerAtion 
and decision . " 

Let me her from you . 

Sincer ely, 

BF :ls 



\ 

\ 

Dr. Solom.on .d. Freehot 
4905 Fif'th Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

My dear Sola 

November 1, 1944 

In connection rith ur letter ot Ootober 50 -
I shO\lld 11 e to . obtain a copy ot the Code or Ethics 
of' the Conference in orde1• to familiarize myselt ' i th 
its scope. 

I should also lik to know what ts t i ~ significance 
of the action taken b'J tha arbitr tion Gonulittee in the 
case or the Brioknar--Ber · er incident , wh..,re .YOU sa B rar .. 
••• rebuked without entioning ha n e. ,hat kind of wi 
action is t 1.at? • hat ie an anonymous rebuke? Ie thE..t 
the kind ot a decision asKed for hare! It would be a very 
simple mattar to hava the "u-bitrution Committee isaue a 
"stam" declaration that R.:..bbis shouldn't attack othar Rabbla 
violently in public. It 1a "iuite another thing if name• 
are mentioned • 

. 
•1th all good wisheB, I remain 

ost cordially y ure, 

AHSaBK 

P.S. Am I to send out letters now inviting the people 
who were named at the last neeting of the Exeoutive 
to participate 1n the next Conference prograa? 

\ 



OFFICERS 1944-194!5 

SOLOMON a. FREEHOI", President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUBON, Administrative, Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNIER, Financial Secretary 
Reading, PL 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

490!5 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

November 3, 1944 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abb~: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

MAURICE J . BLOOM , Newburgh, N. Y. 
WILLIAM G . BRAUDE , Providence, R . I. 
STANLEY R . BRAV, Vicksburg, Miss. 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN , Chattanooga, Te nn. 
ALAN s. GREEN , Troy, N. Y. 
JAMES G . HELLER, Cincinnati , Ohio 
ARYEH LEV , Washington, D. C. 
JACOB R. MARCUS , Cincinnati, Ohio 
ALBERT G . MINDA, Minneapolis, Minn. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Chicago, Ill. 
H-ARRY J . STERN , Monti·eal, Canada 
LO U IS WITT, Dayton, Oh io 

For the convenience of your files I am writing this letter 
on separate stationery . 

James Heller j n his admj_nistration was eager to P..chieve 
g close relationship with the Orthodov and th~ Conservative rabbinate . 
The rE)sult of his efforts was the joint session we had in connection 
with our New York Conference . It was not a particularly successful 
or profitable meeting and in general I w~s not too enthusiastic about 
the uhidduch, part-lcularly in reference to our Pension Fund and the 
Emergency Placement Co~.m:ittee for returning chaplains . I was con­
vinced that our work, using our resources, should be conducted 
separately for the henefit of our men. 

Now Dr , Gordis met mfl in New York and asked me for further 
cooperR.tion in other fi.elds . He specifically referred to cooperation 
in the field of·religious work in the universities . I told him that 
I would appoint a committee to explore the matter in consultation 
with a committee of the Rabbinical Assembly . This is certainly a 
sttuation which will involve you since I told him that we are going 
to meet in Atlantic City or some other New Jersey resort and, there­
fore, we vr.i.11 not be able to meet with them this year (since they 
are meeting in New York) . 

All this is to ask you between us how strong a committ ee 
do you wish me to appoint? Do you want the matter pursued strongly? 
Agat n this is a carry- over matter in which I will be guided by your 
judgment . 

As ever, 

SBF :ls 



r ave ber 14. ....944 

Dr. ·,tilli G. • r u e 
emple etl El 

lu rown St . 
rovi ·encc H.I . 

• J de· r r. r,;.4 e: 

Yu ·iill rQcall t}at ~t t lat E~ cu ive 
o rd meetin oft ,e CCAR it as r solved to incluce 

in t e Jr ,ru.1: of o'.ir forthcom . ~ nr .~rence, a _ .... r.:.od 
or J ewis~ music und thut , o un:.i .;)in/er r to t ... e ch r e 

of • lannin this part • r t .10 .Jro6rum . Th·· a 1.ett r is h , ,·ay of 
a _orm l Cl _rm tion or tle invit~tion .. lase vt in touch 
with .::>in ~ r and i) r oc .ed to r. ork out this . ro ram for a IJU.'3ic 1 
Saturda"" "fternoon, which should be x.tremel·r 1nt .,rost1n • 

You ~ ill rec 11 t, t the dates of the Conf once 
are June 21-25, 1944. T1 )lac s nJt ./ t b en fixed . 

it. all good I rem in 

V r .. c or: .. iall.r ou s 

l SiBK 



Dr. Sulo •. )'ron 
\Jol o·a ·n v .sity 
Ne i • or K, I . Y. 

i, de r r. ron: 

, E.·ec tiv 

c min r 1 

r 1·1- 1 44 

co 
t Jt 

Te o is Q~ t 
eco s tru n f • e ~ uro > 

unani. us resolv o et nd 
to read a p por on t ·s ubject. 
acce~t t invit tin. 

The pl· ce of t Co, f e ... --ence 
It ·ill ro ~ b 'bes· e·her on t 

C 

rD 
t e lace is fixed, I a1 11 inf 

l • c on t r . r r . 
ou fit, as 

T_ e er shoU-Ld r rt -r·v 
rad.in~ ti e -- d ill • be f llor riod. 

ti n to you 
i 1 b • b... to 

en " ter. inad. 
• oon s 

ell s your .... xact 

.in tes in .. n th -
b iscu ion 

it all 0 ho_ in to e r rom ·ou at ur rl'e t C nv.n nee 

, o t cordi l 



.. 

Nov ber 4, 4 

r.in 
lsh e Blv . T ple 

S. Ho rt Blvd . 
Los n~ les, Cl. 

ear 

Exec ive Bo rd 
to .lan o f ort n . t 

d Jun . 5 45. The Bo 
me fort C erenae "Sp r· v 

Th ,111 be a . a er n 
con.str ction o t · e J B of Euro 

t t It" nd (5) "Creatin 
t e Haci 1 and t:)li i s {ro 

ani ous o inion . Bo 
to disc st: bj ct 
could cce t t 1 it .tion. 

c round t ubJ ct, 
. d more es eciall 

th t 
. hie 

It i t 
u r ·ell. 
.. . Sil v 1e rtilJ j 

e c.c.i .R. et r cently 
f r.nca ih c ,111 be 

en 1 
.,i n After 

t (1) "5 !ritual 
-S 'tism - .o 
er ndin 1:>et en 
" as the 
eci·lly li led 
b deli hted if you 

an historic 1 
r:<: lr ... a.dy done, 

-'riod . 

o . I r t 
u nd y ur in 

t C i 11 • 

SaB 



N v er 14. lv44 

Rao 
T m 1 
325 0 rl 
Col , io 

., de r Sama 

The e ..,i ve B 1. t. e C • C 
r ce. t in Cine· ti t o id rt ~ 
fort~c in so • ~ th nf ranee. 
Board voted un nd t 
to del_v rte n. I 

the 
t ve 
tion 
u ·ill 

be le to inv·t·tion a f C 1 ··u 
are t at1er to rec iv ssa e r .)JJ u. 

T laco C nee us t en 
dett1r ined u ... on. it i, I ill co unicate • th 
~ ou . T onfe ence 1eld on J a 21-25 5. 

.l th all ' s, I re • in 0 

V r~· cor .:. 11 y 

lS :BK 



0V r 14 1 44 

R b i 1 s. B rnstein 
tional J ish, :ar B rd 

145 32n Street 
Ne .Y. 

• d r Phili 1 

a 1 t t r s ·1 f xtendi ~ t yo 
for Uy .. at I co v e to you info KS 

o - the invit tion .of e c ti e 
CCAR to deliv r a Co f renc L cture tlc in 
se sion o e Co. Your olle re 11 ost 
eager to receive our essa and trust t ~t you ill 
be free to acce tour invi~ tion. h , uld 11. 
to s )ea on the the e 11T e Returni .::,old • er." I ii . 
of no one better ualified tan y re to disc s 
vital su j ect . 

The _lace r the forthcom nee h s ot 
• et been t ined. s soon as it i co unic te 
wit} you . T!e Co ere ce 1 be h ld n June '1- 5 1~45. 

•i th all ood 

o· cordiall y urs, 

SaBK 



Qtolumbia ijtnitttrsitp 
tn tbr utttp of JFltttt ! ork 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

Doctor· Abba rlillel 0il ver 
Ea.st 105th Street anu .hl1sel Ro u 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Doctor Silver: 

November 17, 1~44 

Thank you for your kind invi tt.. tion to actdre s the Oen trul 
Conference of American .Rabbis next June. I ltm oelie,.111,ed 
to accept it on principle. At the moment it looks as if 
the timing of the Con erence mi5nt, for various reasons, 
be inconvenient for me and I can an ticipc1 te ei tner of two 
difficulties: Either I should not be uole persona.lly to 
appear a.t the Conference but hu.ve to submit to it a WL'i tten 
paper to be read by somebody else, or, what would. be a much 
lesser evil, that I snould be able to com to tile Gonference 
but not have a. completely written paper at nund. In tLLis 
case I coulct present my views on tne subject leaving it for 
a somewhat later cta te to present a formal pa.pe1· for Jublica­
tion. however, it is tou early t,o t.cy to c1·0 s 1e b ·i 5 e. 
You may count, in any case, on my coupert.tion. 

With kincie t regards, 

Cordib.lly you1 s 

J. 
~a.lo W. baron 



LEON J, GOODMAN, PRE91Dl:NT 

ARTHUR E. LOEB, SECRETARY 

Wtmplt llsratl 
BRYDEN ROAD AND 19TH ST. 

COLUMBUS 5 , OHIO 

TELEPHONE FAIRFAX 7838 

Novembe r 19th , 1944 

Rabbi Abba Hillel i l ver , 
The Terapl e , 
E. 105th St . and nsel Rd ., 
Cl eve l f• nd , Ohio . 

Dear i1.bba :-

S AM UEL M , GUP, M , A ., RABBI 

Please kno~·; t l,,, t I b re !.t l y a 1)p recL--1 te the invi­
tation of the 8xecutive Board cf t h e C. C. h . rl . to 
cleliver tl·e. ser11on c:1.t t he fo r t h cor1 ing Coni't~rence . 
It i s , ina .. ee cl , a gre Jt ori vi l PLe to be sinl led 
out ar:1ong all t lH~ f e llows fo r tt1 is our Jo se . 

Vi i th a l l good wi n}1H s , I am, 

Very cordially , 



• TeMPLe 13€TH € L. 

WILLIAM G BRAUDE, PH.D., Rebb, 

ALBERT T Bl LG RAY. Ass,stent Rebb, 

BROAD STREET AT GLENHAM STREET 

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Tre Temple, 
"E . 105th Street and sel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

ARCHIBALD SILVERMAN,Pres,den 

226 PUBLIC STREET 

November 19 , 1944 

I have your letter of the Fourteenth of ovember . In 
preliminary discussion with my Director of Music , I was in­
formed that advance knowledge of the place is very important 
in o er to take into consideration the technical facilities 
available . These include piano, organ , trained voices, musical 
leadership, etc . 

Since I \·, as unde the i pression that 1e v1ere to meet 
in tlantic City , I ote t o i:· r ot inquiri about these . ..T0\1 

thet ther e ay be a chan0 e , I shall a ·.ra i t word from you as soon 
as t h place i s f ixed . 

Sincerely, 

J,, 



RABBI Eoc11ll F. MAGNIN 

RAa&1 MAXWELL H. Du■1• 

f 

SAMUEL TtF.JlllolA!C 
Offec, M,u,actr 

1 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

GEOllGE Mo■oACHEll 
Pr11idt11t 

Juocz HAil.RY A. HoLL?.Ea. 

S. TILDEN No1tTON 

l'"iu-Pruidtnt 
M.u.co R. NE\\ MAllr. 

Trtaw.rtr 
ALFllEI) T. K1N GSBAKEll 

Suretary 
S. H. Buca 
SYDNEY M. h .MAS 

HAH:ELL w. KllAMEll. 

I. o. LEVY 

h.VINC ME'J"Z.LEll 

BEN METEa 

]UUAN M. S1E1lOTY 

HENllT WEINBEll.CEa 

A. H. W1TTENBEllG 

~ilslyire ~ouleftarh Wemple 
(CONGREGATION B'NAI B'RITH) 

WILSHIRE AND HOBART BOULEVARDS 

LOS ANGELES 5, CALIFORNIA 

November 21, 1944 

~bbi Abba Hillel ~ilver 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 
East 105th ~treet and .Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

You doubtless know that Rabbi 1.Iagnin is in 
Alaska on a g overnment-sponsored lecture trip, and 
will not return until the latter i:e,rt of December. 
Your letter arrived just as he was leaving, and he 
asked me to acknowledGe it. 

He a ppreciates the invitation to participate 
in t he Conference sess i on, and will carefully con­
sider t he matter. As soon as he is back in town, 
you will hear from him. 

1y ~reetin~s and best wishes. 

OFFICE 

ese So. HOBAIIT BLVD. 

TELEPHONE 
FEDERAL 1151 
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NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BOARD 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF YMHA's, YWHA's and JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS 
MEMBER OF THE UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. ( U. S. 0.) 

FRANK L. WEIL, President IRVING LEHMAN, Honorary President LLOYD W. 
DINKELSPIEL, MRS. WALTER E. HELLER, CARL M. LOEB, Jr., DONALD OBERDORFER 
WALTER ROTHSCHILD , MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Vice-Presidents MAX WILNER , 
Treasurer • MERWIN R. HASKEL, Ass't. Treasurer • JOSEPH ROSENZWEIG, Secreta ry 
RALPH K. GUINZBURG, Ass 't. Secretary LOUIS KRAFT, Executive Director 

ARMY and NAVY COMMITTEE 
WALTER ROTHSCHILD, Chairman; COL. MAX R. WAINER, Vice-Chairman; BENJAMIN RABINOWITZ, Director 

COMMITTEE on ARMY and NAVY 
RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 
Rabbi David de Sola Pool, Chairman 
Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, 

Administrative Chairman 
Rabbi Louis M. Levitsky, Vice-Chairman 

and Chairman, Executive Comm,ltee 
Robbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Vice-Chairman 
Chaplain Max A. Braude 
Robbi Max D. Davidson 
Rabbi William Drazin 
Rabbi Salomon B. Freehof 
Chaplain Joshua L. Goldberg, USNR 
Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein 
Rabbi Robert Gordis 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Ea.at 105th st. and JMel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Abbas 

145 EAST 32nd STREET 
NEW YORK, 16, N. Y. 

LExington l-4949 

November 21, 191..h. 

Rabbi Abram M. Granison 
Rabbi James G. Heller 
Rabbi Leo Jung 
Rabbi Simon G. Kramer 
Robbi Leon S. Long 
Chaplain Aryeh Lev 
Rabbi Joshua Loth Liebman 
Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin 
Rabbi Elias Margolis 

Thank you tor your letter or the 14th conf'irmi:ng the 
invi ta.ti on to deliver a Conterenoe Lecture on the 
theme "The Returning Soldier". I will, ot course, 
be glad to undertake thia assigmnent. 

Lt. Col. A. A. Melniker 
Chaplain Emanuel Radman 
Chaplain Bernard Segal 
Lt. Col. Morton A. Seidenfeld 
Chaplain Charles E. Shulman, USN R 
Rabbi Milton Steinberg 
Rabbi Elkan C. Voorsanger 

Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein 
Executiv! Director 

Wtth triemly personal s-eetinga and all good 1fishe1. 

PHILIP s. BSRHS'l'EII 
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OFFICERS 1944-194!5 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON B. FRl!EHOI', President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 
MAURICE J . BLOOM , Newburgh, N. Y. 
WILLIAM G . BRAUOE, Providence, R. 1. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HAIIRY S. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSOH, Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

81DNIEY L. RIEGNER, Financial Secretary 
Readina, Pa. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abbaa 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

November 22, 1944 

STANLEY R. BRAV, Vicksburg, Miss. 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN , Chattanooga, Tenn. 
ALAN S . GREEN , Troy, N. Y. 
JAMES G. HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ARYEH LEV , Washington, D. C. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ALBERT G . M !NOA, Minneapolis, Minn. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Chicago, Ill. 
H-ARRY J. STERN , Montreal, Canada 
LOUIS WITT, Dayton, Ohio 

In a way I am sorry to have bothered you about that un­
pleasant Arbitration matter, especially since this particular 
matter may be troublesome to you if it hol&over. I, therefore, 
have made up my mind to get through with it as soon as possible 
so that it should not overlap your administration. 

Naturally, we cannot refuse any request for arbitration 
between rabbis, and I am going to tell Leipziger to look into the 
matter slowly and carefully, considering the age of the men in­
volved. It may be that the person accused would be willing to 
say that he did not mean to start an effort to remove from their 
pulpits the two people whom he attacked. 

At all events, I hope that it will all be settled in 
some decent way. 

As ever, 

SBF:LS 



0 
0 

p RESOLUl'ION ADOPTED BY GROUP OF RABBIS I CINCINNATI y , 

------The Union declares th tits functions is to interpret, maintain and proiiote Reform Jud&.ism and reaffirms its loyalty to its spiritual pur9oees . 
The Union decl~res its sense of i'ello ship with all Israel am will aasoci te itself with all worthy and pructical efforts .designed to ~meliorate the Jra~ic pli rht of ·orld Jewry and, therefore, continues to be a· member of the maricm Jewish Conference, u~on t he conditions mentione<'. below. 

Because in t .. e con re.::;utions of t he Union t1er are diver ent opini ns on t he uestion of" Zionism, t he Uni n recognizes e ri rht or each individual to determine his ovm attitude on this controversial question. 

., 

I 
Therefore, t he Union as un or : ani zation, is unable to associ te itse!f ,' with those parts of the Palestine Resolution of the 1 merlcun J e.-,Ish Conf . r eno6 mi h , cull for .,exclusive Je. ish control of i ,.:mi,;rution into ... alestine und i., c o~tablislttlo,ht or Je ·1sh "'Common t1ealth. - . ' 

I 

The Union's position on P .;..les tine hus been 
the Resolution µussed l..t t 1 e Coumittee m,,eting on 
recorunend· tions ~ore subse ·uentl.y ratlfi d ·h. the 
as follows& 

st ... tad and w herewit~· reaffirm ' 
.ay 50, 1943 hose , ' 

Executiv~ Do rd of the Unioo, 

1. lrovision s .ull ba oad~ for l~rge-sc~le i .i~ration into Palestine re5ul .tad in coop ration ·:it: . Jet1ish aia AJenoy 
for Pa ~stine by such t.. concex-t of r. tions as s: 11 be ... stablished :...ftor the war. 

2. Palestine shall re in under the ste ardship or this 
concert of n tions imtil it shall become possible to 
establish self-government .. 1thout Jeopardizing t e 
rights 0r status or any · roup in Palestine. 

3. Such a overnoent s all be· demo:ratio and non-sectarian, 
modelled upon the ~overnments of the democratic nations, Th re shall be compl te separation of Church am~ ~te. The inviolabi!it , of th Holy ?laces of the various 
relirrions shall be ruaranteed. 

:/e call up n our {'!ongre tions nd t heir .1embers to rally loyally to the su~ ort oft e Union . 

,e further resolve th. ta copy of this resolution befor arded to the merican Je .:.sh Conference wtth the request th t they oonm\,Jillcate it to the constituent members of the erican Jewish Conference and mau it known through their publications. 

I 
H 
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OFFICERS 1944-194!5 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

MAURICE J . BLOOM, Newburgh, N. Y. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Providence, R. I. 
STANLEY R . BRAV, Vicksburg, Miss. 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
ALAN S. GREEN, Troy, N. Y. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HAltRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

IBAAC E. MARCUSON, Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Secretary 
Readinir, Pa. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

490S FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

December 7, 1944 

E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

JAMES G. HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ARYEH LEV, Washington, D. C. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ALBERT G. MINDA, Minneapolis, Minn. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Chicago, Ill. 
H-ARRY J . STERN , Montreal, Canada 
LOUIS WITT , Dayton, Ohio 

I am very sorry that we could not see each other in Pitts­burgh, but I know how busy you were and that you left for Washington before the Conference was over. 

I have a Conference matter of which I wish to apprise you since it will undoubtedly hang over into your administration. A number of our men in the Chaplaincy have claimed (I do not know that they have proved their claim) that the Jewish Theological Seminary is taking advantage of the fa.ct that many of our congregati.ons have no rabbi, since the men are in the Chaplaincy, and is trying to establish new Conservative congregations which will take membership away from our congregations or to place their men in our congregations. 

Whether this can be demonstrated or not, I do not know. 
Burton Levinson, a member of the Conference who is now a chaplain in San Diego, tells me that this is what is happening in Duluth, and he wants either you or me to go there to save the situation. Enclosed is a copy of the letter I have sent him. 

I hope that you do not have much of this sort of trouble 
in addition to all the other worries which must beset you these days. 

Lillian and I both missed being with you while you were here. Give our best to V:i.rginia. 

SBF:LS 
Enc. 

As ever, 



December 7, 1944 

Chaplain Burton E. Levinson 
Naval Training Center 
4065 Third Avenue 
San Diego, California 

Dear Friend, 

The aituation in Duluth is more than just worrisome to 
you. It 1 t represents a growing si'tuat4on, 1 t 11U8t be the 1ource 
or worry to all of us. I do not see ho~ either Rabbi Silver, as 
you suggest, or I could injeQt ourselvea into the situation. The 
only ground we have of comm~eation ld.~h the Congregation is that 
the chaplain has rights which"' aa a Conference, are in duty bound 
to protect. The question ie I cat! , on the baai1 or our defense 
of these rights, urg ,..!:.,..Congregati~ ~ot to uke certain ritual 
changes, aince thea/ t'i.tual Changes ght divide the congregation? 

What we ve the rig to do ia to urge the officers or 
the congregation to do everyt~q,k in their power to keep the congre­
gation together so that the a.E:tion or the community which sent the 
chaplain ~to service ahall ·remain aubatantially intact in order to 
perform tully its patrl1>tie promise. 

// In addit rin to corresponding with the congregational o!ficera, 
I can urge Louie Egelson, who is in Chicago for the present, and who 
repres,nts the Union which has direct connection with the congregation1 to go to Duluth and look into the matter. 

/' 

If what you auapect is being "managed" in Duluth ie part ot • 
a national situation, it will have to be dealt with nationally. In 
other word.a, we will have to bring the matter out into the open in our 
diecuaaion with the Jewish Theological Seilinaey. 

Write and tell me the names of the officers of the congregation, 
preferably the President, who would be moat receptive to a strong C01111lu­
nieat1on from me on the utter. 

With beat wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Solo■on B. Freehof 
SBFala 
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COLLINGWOOD· AVENUE· TEMPLE 

OFFICERS 

J. Eugene Farber 
Pruident 

Earl M. Rosengarten 
Pia President 

Lester D. Alexander 
Secretary 

Irving E. Goldmann 
Trtasurtr 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 

Charles K. Friedman 

HONORARY 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Sylvain L. Basch 
Manuel R. Cohn 
Sam Davis 
Jerome M. Kobacker 
Oscar J. Smith 

TRUSTEES 

Lester D. Alexander 
Maurice C. Davis 
Harry A. Entine 
J. Eugene Farber 
D. Arthur Friedman 
Irving E. Goldmann 
George J. Gross 
Mrs. Stanley Herzog 
Geoffry H. Himelhoch 
Mrs. Leo Marks 
Lewis N. Osterman 
Earl M. Rosengarten 
Joseph B. Smith 
Albert L. Steinfeld 
Roy Thal 

EX-OFFICIO 

Mrs. J. Eugene Farber 
President of Sisterhood 

Seymour Mindel 
Pruident of Brotherhood 

LEON ISRAEL FEUER,Rabbi 

2335 Collingwood Avenue 
TOLEDO 10. OHIO 

December 12, 1944 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbit 

It seems strange to be writing you about something that 
has no oonnecrtion with the Palestine Resolution. 

You lmaw that I am chairman of the Religious Education 
Connnittee of the Conference. Several years ago we were 
instr),la:te.d.._ to do a thorough study on the whole subject of 
Conf'lrmation. I was not able to do anything about it last 
year but I should like to do it this year. What I should 
like to knO\rr is whether we will have a place on the program l 
to present either a complete report on the subject or a series 
of papers dealing with it. 

As you know, up to last year there was always a Religious 
Education Day at the Conference. Last year it was eliminated 
in order to enable us to have a shorter session. Sol Freehof 
wrote me that he thought we would have a longer session this 
year. Since you are chairman of the Program Committee, I am 
hoping that you will give us either a morning or an afternoon 
for the Religious Eduoation Connnittee. 

Will you please let me know as soon as possible so that we oan 
proceed with our plans. 

As ever, 

~ 
LIF•s Rabbi Leon I. Feuer 



Dece ber 14, 1~44 

Dr. oolomon B. Fr.ehor 
4905 ti£t: Arenile 
Pit ts burgh, a . 

• r Sola 

I am clo in 1 
'J 

1er 
Leon F uer. I U,>iJ U ~ i~ 
anyt in aLaut .i.t, v b "t' re 
liKe to have y ur rou.ctio • 

, ' l. 
t l. vl 1 . ·1 ., 

AHS aBK 
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C O P Y 

Veceaber 16• 1944. 

Dr. Iaaao l!:. llarouaon. 
204 Buford Place, 

con. Georgia. 

Dear Ieaacs 

It i• not an ••Y problea with which you ha.Te confront­
ed ae, with regard to the printing of the Prayerbook. The plain 
hard tao'b is that it 1a T1rtually imposaible to get anybody to 
accept the order• ot re-printing our present Voluae II. Our 
!!!!. Volu•e II ia already 1n preaa (eo I assume)• We mat alao 
aaaume that many aore men will be willing to take the new Volume 
II next tall than h&ve bothered to indicate ao in anawer to your 
postal oard. Money 1• fairly plentiful now in every oongrega.tion. 

I, theretore, mggeat that ;you 1ntora the aeabera in a 
letter or by postal oard that Volume II, lltrwly ReTiaed, 1• 1n 
pr•••> aeoond. that it ie illlpoaaible to get the old Volu118 II -re-printed. theretore, the aeabera had better 0011nt on intro-
ducing the nn Volume II next tall. Hence you are aaking tha 
again: ha.Te th•f &IV' ot the old Voluae II 0,oupt within theae 
and th••• da.tea}which they wiah to turn i n for retundT lao, 
you can repeat your inquiry about the p.tlp1t-aized Prayerbook. 

No there 11 another •tter abwt wh1oh I wiah to write 
you. It 1• y011 who alway• •k•• the apecltic schedule or the 
Program. 1•••• ita oalendation. after 7011 get the liat of paper• 
tr• the Vioe-Prealdent. Cwld you do that right a•y and aencl 
a copy or it to•• and to S11Tert The rea.aon tor thia request 
1• aa tollowa: Feuer• the Chairman ot our Religious h;ducation 
Collldttee. wou.ld lite to ha•e a religiou.a eduoation day a1 in 
the pa1t (except laat y•r when we hid a ahortened oonTention). 
The Comaittee baa a det1nite taak epecitically aaaigned to it. 
nu,,ely. the study of the question ot Conti.nation. Can the 
1ohedule be 10 worked out on the calendar that •• oan again 
aeaign. aa in the pa■t. a religious education ••••ion? Pl••• 
work out the oalendar and aend S11Ter and ll8 each a copy. 

SBP.ea 

1th beat wish••• 

Aa eTer. 

( 8igncd) Sol 
( Solo"Lon H. Freehof') 



RABBI SOLOMON B. FREE .. IOF, 0 . 0 , 

THE RUSKIN APARTMENTS 

120 RU S KIN AVENUE 

PITTSB UR G H, PA 

December 16, 194d. 

r. Abba Hillel Silver, 
'l'he 'remple, 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

Dear .tt.bba: 

You will recall that we returned to the 
longer convention. I am not sure whether this fact 
will enable us to have a Religious r:ducation session 
as i:i the past. I should think it might . I have 
wri ,ten to Larcuson asking him, even though this is 
rather e rly for it, to make a complete schedule of the 
onvention and to ee whether he can get in a rteli·ious 

.c.ducation session . 1~en you get the schedule, you will 
be able to ans wer Leon . 

I am enclosing a copy of my letter to 
arcuson because it contains something ahout the Union 

Prayerbook that you will want to know . 

SBF . es 
J<~ncs . 2 

\ ith best wishes , 

1 s ever , 

. S . I sent you a copy of my yres Lecture , 
given a few weeks ago in Lans inr; , ,·ichigan . The 
A;/r .... s Lectureship was est blished bout twenty years 
ago . ,.., ch annual lecture must de 1 with the same 
subject , "The r.,'Volution of the oul . ' If you look 
on page 25 , you will see how carefully I read your 
lecture on 'The Democratic Impulse . ' 

S . B. F . 



MilruTES OF ~HE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE JUST! CE A.ND 

PEACE C0MlUSSI0li OF TH2 CENTRAL COUF~~UCE OF AM:'mI CAU BAB:SIS 

H:mLD AT TUE STAl.ID.t\.HD CLUB, CHICAGO, I~Ilmrs. DECl!MJ3:m 18, 1944. 

The ueeting we.s celle<l to order by the ChniruM, Ferdinand M. I sscrman 

at 10:00 J\..M. In attendance ~re Rabbis Frnn nncl Go(')dno.n of the Aclninistrative 

Conoittee, P'o:c nnd Wnx of the Connias1on n.m1 Bn.ron of Milwaukee, n.nd Singer 

of Chicago ns visitors. 

The Chn.irnnn was authorizecl to r,o on with the J)lnn for a series of 

lectures in the lnrger cities on ioplenentinr, the Stnteuent on Juclaisc nnd n 

Just and Endurinr, Pence. ~hese nre to be given by JP-wish authorities lay 

or rabbinic and i: ~)ossible, to be 1mhli shed in boo~ fore• Thie series wa.s 

authorized at the ueeting of the Centro.l Conference la.st June, The Chairnan 

like,,-ise wns authorized to invite twent:, nenl>ers of the Conference to contri­

bute on address or nernon on World Pence or World Reconstruction to a book 

to be issued by the Cor:mi ssion as nuthor1 zed by the ConferP-nce. Rabbi Fral!l 

reported that the Coooission on Eclucntion of the Union of &1erican Hebrew 

Cangre~a.tions was favorabl:r disposed toward n book on Jewish Justice and 

Peace Heroes in the Aocricnn scene. Thin book wou:!.d he nvnila.ble for use in 

the Religious bchool. 

The request of Chaplain Hiller for n French translation of the 

Stater.1ent on a Just :nJ'li. J~nduring Pence wns received by the Chnima.n. The 

Conmission votecl thnt such n translation be mnde for di sseoina.tion ncong 

French civilians of nll <lenouinntions. The Chairnnn was authorized to 

cor:inunicate with the O\lI for pP-rnission to nnke such a trnnslntion. The 

Cha.ir□an recorded th,t 500 copies of the English statenent hnve been sent to 

Chaplain Miller at his request. The Chnirnnn was nlso authorized to communi­

cate with the 0WI with reference to trnnelnt ing the Stnter.1cnt on Judaism and n 

Just a.nd Enduring Peace in Geruan for ctisse11innti<m nr.1onr, Gemn.n civilians in 

the areas occupied by troops of the Uni tod lfo.tions. The Chairnnn was also 

authorized to discuss with the 1,roper authnrities the question of contacting 

Jewish leaders in Europenn theatres to securt3 frot1 theri endorsm:icnt on the 

Stateuent on Juclni s11 nnc. a Just ant. JtJndurin~ Fence. If governt1ent approval 

for this project is secured, the Chairnnn is nuthor12ed to go abroad on his 

own expenses to nake these contacts. 

A Race 11.Alntions uessRl~e drawn up by Rab1)i Goodnan ,,ae approve~. as 

at1ended and 1 t was urr.ed thnt 1 t be sent to our ueubP.rship with the permi esion 

of the Executive Board. 



It was decicled to issue a Justice ancl Peo.ce Bulletin !rou tioe to 

time. It was voted that the editors of Liberal Juclaisr,1 be as\-:E'd to turn oTer 

at le A.st one !)nr-e of the tlA.t;azine to Justice nnd Pence 5.n ench one of its 

issues. The Conr.1ittee ,,otecl to reissue the Statet1ent,~rentment of G<>rr:lnny 

nnd Japan as np1,ro,red b~r the Conference. 

It Has novecl nncl passed thnt n lettPr of cont;ratulntions be sent to 

the Honorable Corclell Hull for his contributions in the renlt1 of int ern tional 

affn.irs, nnd a lettE"r of consolation be sent to the fanily of krchbishop 

Willio.r.1 H. TenplP., e:qn'essing sorrow over hia c.1.enth nnc1 o.pprocintions for his 

great relir.:ious l(,a~.ershi,. 

It ,;as r.10ved n.nn cnr:ried th a.t the prograri coru.1i ttee of the CC.i\B. be 

asked to set aside one full session for a full debnte of the Cot'U!lission on 

Justice and Pence nt its annual ueetings. 

It WRS r:ioven and carriecl th.r-.t the Un.ion of Anericn.n Hebrew Congre~a,-

tions 1)e A.sked to devote one session to Jur.tice rmn Peace n.t its forthconinf-

council. 

It w~s voted tht\ t the Corn:'lission pln11 periodic confer .nces on vital 

Justice and Pence issues for Je,.,ish lnynen, rn1)bi.s, nnc1. oth(>rs, r>arnllel to 

the A.r.i£>ricnn Institute on Juc1.nisn nnc. A. Just Rnd Endu.r'!.?1.r, Pf>pce. 

Th f-1 Chairnpn was r..uthorizecl to cot1nunicn.te with ner1bPrs oi the Con-

ference urgint:- then t0 pll~n iustice r..ncl. PPnce pror,rnns for their sist erhoods 

and :Brotherhoods .:nd sur,1~estin~ thc.:.t active nPt1hPr5 of the Connission 'he 

invited to acq_uain~ the anxi:.iar:, orgnni zntions of con~regntions with the 

work of thP- Connissiono 

It was vote<l thnt the Chnirr1nn of the Connission nrrnnr,e n neeting in 

Mew York with repr sentativP-s of Reforn cnngregations in the Metro;>olitAA 

area to acquaint then with the work of the Connission. 

The Chnirnnn wns nuthorizecl to issue n stntenent endorsing the Uumhe.r-

ton Oaks proposals nn<l op!)Osint; legi slnt ion of mili tnry conscription in tin s 

of ryence now and nlso opposing the etrnrr~ence of '!1°' er ;>olitics in Greece, 

I tP.lY • Belgiuo nncl Polnnd. ~he 1J\1sine sa nnetinr, of the Cor.u:-11 ssion ndj ourne1 

In the evening a dinner ueeting ,'1l.S held. to which were invited the 

rabbis of o.11 the Reforc congregations in the Chico.Y,o area and two of their 

:Board oeL1bers. Twenty two nttended this neetinr,. Anon{! the rabbis present 

were& Fox, Strauss, ~in~Pr, BA.ron nnd othP.rs. 

The Chaircan of the Coaoission J)resented th(' work of thP Cor,r.iission. 



Wholesome discussion followed. In the cliscussion it was suggestetl thn t 

con,~egntinns, BrothP-rhoocls ruic1 SiRtP-rhooa.s bP. o.sked to appoint '1uet1ce 

and Peace and Race Rplntions Cona1ttees. Menbt?re of KAM conliregn.tion 

reported that the Sisterhood of thnt Congrer,ntion hnd a Rnce Relations 

Col'lIIlittee which hacl done sone constructive work. It wn.e the consensus 

that more such r.ieetinr,s should be held. 

The neetinr~ adjourned at 10&00 p.n. Ra~J1)1 Wax of Glencoe, Illinois 

had served as secretary of the Couuission. 

COMUITTD AP?OI1'1TM]NTS 

Abe Goodnan - Cha.irnan 
Elt1er Berger 
Sanuel H. Goldenson 
Julian 3, Feibelunn 
Morris Goldstein 

RA.CE RfiliATIOUS 

Arthur J. Lelyveld - Chnittrn.n 
Sic1ne:r Golclstein 
Jar.1es ,va:~ 
lhilip Bernstein 
Eric Friedland 

II,..,.,.; Jtrth-m• Lefkowitz 

COHSUMER PROBLEMS 

Leon Frnn - Chairnnn 
Rudolph I. Coffee 
Willilll'l B. Silvert1nn 
Henry Slon.insky 

IlIDUSTRY & LABOR 

Jacob J. Weinstein - Chnin1nn 
David Fi shr.mn 
G. Geo. Fox 
Edw. E. Klein 
Abe Cronbaeh 
Adolph Fink 



Rabbi Edgar F Magnin 
Wilshire Boulevard Temple 

Wilshire Boulevard at Hobart 

Los Angeles 
5 

December 26, 1944 

abbi bba Hillel ilver 
Central Conference of Amer i can a bbis 
Bast 105th t. and nsel Rd. 
Cleveland., Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

I just returned from a thrillinc trip to the 
1: leutia.ns. 

ReplyinF to your letter of Uovember 14th, I 
shall be please to come to the Conference a.nd ei ve 
a paper on ucreating: Good 'v'.ill and Understanding Be­
tween the Racial and elifi ous roups in our Country" . 

Best to you and Vireinia., in vbich 1'velyn joins 
me. 

Cordially., 
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SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, President 
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COMMITTEE ON MARRIAGE, 
THE FAMILY AND THE HOME 

STANLEY R. BRAV, CHAIRMAN 
J. X. COHEN 
MORTON FIERMAN 
ISER L. FREUND 
SAMUEL GLASNER 
SIDNEY E . GOLDSTEIN 
MILTON GREENWALD 

AVERY J, GROSSFIELD 
MAURICE S. KLEINBERG 
ALEXANDER S. KLINE 
LEO LICHTENBERG 

Dear Executive Board ~omoer: 
S. FELIX MENDELSOHN 
WENDELL A. PHILLIPS 
IRA A. SANDERS 
SAMUEL SCHWARTZ now. 

M~y I beg yon for ten minutes of 
That's what it will ta~for you to 
let~er and the enclosed pamphlet. 

yo Qr time, right 
lance over 

ALBERT M. SHULMAN this 
HARRY J , STERN 
HERBERT 5. WALLER 
DAVID L. ZIELONKA 

PQr pose: a CCAR rllling is thc1t no Committee 
may nse the C4nference imprimatnr on a publication 
withont the consent of a majority of the Officers and 
i3oard. 

The enolosed''Your .l?rivate Life" is an experimental edition 
m de for the eaamination and criticism of COAR men in 
the chaplainay (other agencies having rejected the 
whole proposition which a number of onr memuer chaplains 
have been calling for). Copies are now being ordered in quanti­
ties by chaplains who say they would like to distribute 
them to their charges. 

• 

Onr Committee believes that if the C aplains 
find them llSeful, they are worth the expend~~ure of a 
large part of our annual budget. OQr intention is to 
remove the naqie of the author, substitnting 
the onference Committee name as a signature- if we 
have your pormission. We dare hope this free pamphlet 
will be a Conference OJ ntribution to the welfate of 
Jewish servicemen. 

To save time, 
vote by retQrn mail. 1.Je 
comments as yon may care 

SR3:AJ 

please send me yonr"yes'' or 
·ill also appreciate such 
to share with llS. 

Urgently and sin erely, 

CHairman. 

"no" 
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CONSTITUTIO A D BY-LA\VS 

OF THE 

CENTRAL CO 1FERE CE OF AMERICA RABBIS 

Adopted 

1927 

( As Amended Since Adoption) 

ARTICLE I-Name 

This organization shall be known as The Central Con£ r nc 
of American Rabbis. 

ARTICLE II-Object 

The object of this Conference shall be to con erve and promote 
the Jewish religion and to encourag all efforts for the dis mina­
tion of the teachings thereof; to advance the cause of Jewi h learn­
ing; to foster the spirit of fellowship and cooperation among the 
rabbis and other Jewish scholars of America; and t make pro i ion 
for worthy colleagues who are prevented for "ny suffi icnt r ason 
from following th ir calling. 

ARTICLE III-"A-f embership 

SECTION 1. Membership in the Central onf erence of American 
Rabbis shall be of thr e cl sses. Applicants for membership shall 
fill out a blank furnished f r that purpose and shall state cl arly 
under which classification the applicant com . All applicati ns for 
membership shall be acted up n by the Executive Board. 

CLASS I. Any ordained Rabbi, either a graduate of a recog­
nized rabbinical seminary or th posse sor of a micha regarded 
as authoritative by the Executive Board and who is engaged 
solely in rabbinical work or in work akin thereto. 

CLASS II. One who is not an ordained Rabbi but who is a pro­
fessor in a Rabbinical Seminary and devot s his full time to such 
profession. 

CLASS III. Educational directors of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations ngaged xclusiv ly in Jewish religious 
education. 
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SECTION 2. Jewish scholars whose activity is in fields allied to 
rabbinic education, a~d communal workers of prominence who live 
outside the United States or Canada, who have been rabbis, may be 
lected as corresponding members upon recommendation of the 

Executive Board. 
SECTION 3. Membership in the Conference shall be terminated 

by the action of the Executive Board under the following condi­
tions: 

CLAss I. Whenever a Rabbi leaves the ministry permanently 
and enters into an occupation or profession unrelated to rab­
binical service. 

CLASS II. Whenever a professor in a Rabbinical Seminary, 
who is not an or<lained Rabbi, severs his connection with such 
a semmary. 

CLASS III. When an educational director severs his connec­
tion from directorship of religious education of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. 

SEcTioN 4. Honorary members or honorary officers may be 
elected by the Conference when unanimou ly proposed by the 
Executive Board. 

ARTICLE IV-Dues 

SEcTio 1. The annual dues of members shall be five (5) dol­
lars, payable in advance. 

SEcTIOi. 2. These dues shall entitle members to a copy of all 
publications of the Conference. 

SEcTIO 3. One-half (1/2) of the annual dues collected shall be 
paid into the Relief Fund of the Con[ rence to be u d at the dis­
cretion of the Executive Board for the assistance of any deserving 
rabbi who has been in service in America at least five (5) years, 
or for his family. 

SEcTIO 4. Any member in arrears for two years may be sus­
pended by the Executive Board, and a notice of this action shall be 
sent to the suspended member by the Administrative Secretary. A 
member suspended for nonpayment 0£ dues may be reinstated by 
the Executive Board upon satisfactory settlement of arrears. 

SECTION 5. The Executive Board shall have the power to remit 
any or all of the dues of a member. 
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ARTICLE V-Expulsion 

SEcTIO 1. When any m m er of thi nfcr n . by public r 
private conduct, ha render cl himself unwo th of m m er hip. 
the Executive Board shall have a thorough inv titration mad of 
the charges, which shall ha b n ubmitt d to tl hoar 1 in 
writing, giving the accused ample opportunity to cl fend himself; 
and, if the charges arc found true the Board shall e.~1 cl , aid mem­
ber from the Conference. Pendino- fin:11 action the Board may 
suspend a member. 

SEcTrn 2. No expulsion hall be alicl unl s, at lea, t thre -
fourths (3/4) of the member of th cutive Board a11 vote 
for same. 

SEcTio 3. An e, pelled member shall have th right to app al 
from the decision o.c the Exe u iv Board t th C nf r n c at any 
regular annu 1 me tin ,, an th s ion "t whi I su h ap1 e 1 is 
heard shall be executive. 

SEcTio 4. Notice of the e.'pul ion of a member h.,11 h sen 
to every member of the Conference by th A lministr'lti e er tary. 

ARTICLE VI-Officers 

SEcTIO 1. The of!icers f this Conference shall be ~ Pr~ ident, 
Vice President, Admini trati e ecreta y, ii ancial cretary and 
Treasurer, who shall be el 0 ct d annuall by t c11lot ti .J hall hol 1 
office until their successors shall have b n elect '. ho e o(Iicer 
together with twelve additional m mbcrs hall con:,titul t 1e Ex cu­
tive Board. The members of the E>.. cutive Bo ;:d ~h--11 hold office 
for two year or until their ucces or are lected. 

SECTIO 2. mem er of th Conference st all e Ii ible to 
the presidency for more than two successive t"'rms, an no member 
who has served on the Ex cutive Board for four t1cce sive years 
shall be eligible to r -election t ntil two years have elapsed; but thi, 
.shall apply only to the twelve non-ar ministrative mcrnters of the 
Board. 

SEcTIO 3. There sh· 11 b a Committee on Relief , hich shal 
recommend to the E.'ecutive Board the di tribution of the money 
in the Relief Fund of the c,nf ercncc. 

S1:cTI01 4. A member of the xecuti e ar<l , ho i ab i..nl 
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from two successive meetings of the Executive Board, held at other 
times than in connection with the meeting of the Conference, with~ 
Ciut sufficient excuse, shall have his office declared vacant by the 
Executive Board. 

ARTICLE VII-Meetings 

SECTION 1. This Conference shall meet annually, in general con-­
vention, at such time and place as the previous convention or the 
Executive Board shall select. 

SECTION 2. Notice of time and place of each annual meeting 
shall be mailed to all members at least four weeks in advance. 

ARTICLE VIII-Amendments 

SEcTioN I. Amnedments to this Constitution shall be submitted 
in writing to the convention in one year, and shall be acted upon 
at the next annual convention. 

SEcno 2. The Executive Board shall give notice of proposed 
amendments to each member at least four weeks before the annual 
convention at which action thereon is to be taken. 

SECTION 3. A two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present shalt 
he necessary to adopt any proposed amendment. 

BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE I-Duties of Officers 

SECTION 1. The officers of the Con£ erence shall perform the du­
ties usually incumbent upon such officers. They shall submit to 
the Conference at its annual convention a ,vritten report of th ir 
official transactions during the past year. 

S:ecTio 2. The Treasurer shall give bond in such sums as the 
Executive Board shall determine. No money of the Conference 
shall be paid out by the Treasurer except upon a voucher drawn 
by the Financial Secretary and signed by the President. 

SECTION 3. It shall be the duty of the Executive Board: 
(a) To take charge of the affairs or the Conference during 

adjournment. 
,b) To arrange a program for the worl· of each meeting of 
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the Conference and to send a copy of aid pr ram t each mem­
ber of the Confer nee at lea t four w ek in advanc f the 
annual meeting. 

( c) To publish a Yearbook, containin o- a r p rt of the trans­
actions of the precedin convention to ,.eth r with p .. p rs r ad 
and addresses delivered or abstracts ther from. 

SEcTrn 4. otice of meeting of the E • cutiv Board n I of the 
business to be brought before uch meeting shall be sent to all m m­
bers of the Board at lea t three week before th m etin(J all tak 
place, and every memb r of the B a d srall have th ri o-ht to pr s 
his opinion and record his v te by c rrespondence. o important 
matter shall be decided by the E 'ecutive Board e. :c pt by a ma­
jority vote of the members votinP- expressed either in per on or in 
writing. ine members f the Executive B rd hall con titute .. 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

SEcTio 5. Vacancies occurrino- in the Executive B ard aft r th 
adjournment of the convention shall be filled y th Board for the 
unexpired term. 

ARTICLE II-Temporary Committees 

SEcTio 1. The President shall appoint, at the op ning s ion 
of each convention of the onfer nc th follo ing temporary 
committees: 

(a) On President's Message. 

(b) On Resolutions. 

( c) On ominations. 

(d) Thanks. 

SECTIO 2. The Committee on Presidents Message hall con­
sider and report on the sug stions and rec mmcndations contained 
in the annual report or message of the Pr sidcnt. 

SEcTio 3. The Committee on Re olutions shall, before n 1 "d­
journment, consider and report on all resol uti ns offered at the 
convention, unless oth rwi e ord red by the Conference. 

SEcTIO 4. Th Committee on omin tions shall submit a Ii t 
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of names for all offices specified in Article VI of the Const;tuliOH 
to be voted on at a specified session of each convention, 

ARTICLE III-Standing Comm:'ttee • 

SEcTIO 1. The President, with the approval of the Executive 
Board, shall appoin the following committe s and such other c m­
mittees as may, from time to time, b authoriz d or orJered: 

(a) On Publications. 
(b) On Finance. 
( c) On In vestment. 
(d) On Church and State. 
( e) On Contemporaneous History and Literature. 
(£) On Religious Education. 
(g) On Religious VI ork in Universitie . 
(h) On Arbitration. 
(i) On Re ponsa. 
(j) On Public Affairs. 
(k) On Synago Music. 
(1) On Archives. 
(m) On Solicitation of Funds. 

SEcTIO 2. The Committee on Publications shall have charo·e of 
the business and .financial details of all publication of the C nfer­
ence authorized by the E1·ecutive Board, exc pt the Year Book. It 
shall make a report to the i:. • cutive Board whenev r requested t 
do so. 

.. SEcno 3. The Comm'ttee on Finance hall con«i ·t of the Fi­
nancial Secretary of the Confercn e and t, o member of the ~ xecu­
tive Board. To it hall be referr d all recomm nd tions of appropri­
ations of money upon vhich it shall report to t ,c Con£ ren c, if in 
session; otherwi e, to the E ·ecutive Boar I. It shall submit to the 
Con£ rence at its annual convention a complete r port of the fi­
nances of the Conference. It hall submit to the Execntive Board 
at its fall meeting a financial report as well as a budget for the year, 

SEcTIO 4. The Committee on Investments shall consist of the 
Treasurer and two memb rs of the Executive Bo')rd. It shall invest 
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all funds of the Confercnc subj ct to the instructi n of th E, c ·u­
tive Board. 

SEcno 5. The Committ n hur h and Stat hall r ·port n 
the encroachment on ri/hts of wn cienc in our country and hall 
collect lit r ry material helpful in the pr t ction an<l pre rvation 
of those rights. 

~EcTio 6. The Committe on Contemporaneou Hi t ry hall 
r port to each conven ion of the C nfer nc on all im ortant mat­
ters of Jewi h intere t which have occurr l during th year and 
shall suo-gest action for coming anniversarie and ob erv nee . 

SEcTIO 7. The Committ e on Religiou • ducat ion hall on­
sider and pres nt to the conv n ·on f the on£ r nee such m~ tl rs 
relating to religious educati n a it may deem important. 

SECTION ,_ The Committ on Reli ; u \ ~ rk in Universitie 
s.1all collect information r la iv to the vari u a .... tiviti~ whi h ar 
being carried on at the univ rs.ti among the Jet,; i h tudents and 
hall encourao-e and as i t any movcm nt which , ill tend l bring 

the Jewish stud nt in o cl s r an 1 m re s mpath tic relation with 
the synao-og. 

SEcTio 9. The Committee on Arbitr tion . hall crve s a h lp­
ful medium to s cure and maintain ri ht relation in th i alin.,. 
of c ngr gations and rabbis with ach other. 

ECTIO 10. The Committee on Respon a hall prepar a report 
on all ritural question which are ref rred to it. 

SEcTIO. T 11. The Committ e on Public r !fair shall erv to 
bring to the Conference all ma tcrs dealin r with projects rising out 
of the r Ltion f the ynatro, and th Co:nm ll ity; all matt r 
dealing with pro;ects of ational Defense and th ar Effort, and 
to bring to the Conference wh revcr advi. • ble matt rs inv lving 
cooperation with other ational and Int rnational Or anizations. 
There shall be a sub-Committ on ublic ff air · which hall erv 
to bri no- to the Conf r nee matter ref rrin o- to cooperation with 
Pal tinian proj cts. This ub- ommittee shall be advisory and 
shall take action under the direction of the whole Committee on 
Public Affairs. 

SEcno 12. The Committee n Synagog Music shall gather and 
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furnish information relative to music suitable for use in the synagog 
and the religious school. 

SEcTIO 13. The Curators of Archives shall put in the appointed 
place of deposit all books, papers and documents of the Conference 
to be preserved, and shall prepare, for ready reference, an index 
record thereof. 

SEcno 14. The Committee on Solicitation of Funds shall con­
sist of no less than five nor more than fifteen members, whose duty 
it shall be to appeal to congregations and laymen for donations to 
the Relief Fund and Subvention Fund of the Conference. One­
half of the money collected may be used for subventions. 

SEcTI01 15. No committee shall consist of less than five or more 
than eleven members unless otherwise ordered by the Con£ erence. 

ARTICLE IV-Commissions 

SEcTio 1. The Executive Board, subject to the approval of the 
Conference, shall appoint the Conference r presentatives on the fol­
lowing Commissions: 

(a) Information About Judaism. 

(b) Jewish Education. 

( c) Justice and Peace. 

( d) Synagog Activities. 

SECTIO 2. The Conference representatives on the Commission 
on Information About Judaism shall cooperate with the representa­
tives of the Union of American Hebrew Conrrregations in the prep­
aration, publication and distribution of tracts relating to J udai m. 
They shall also prepare and distribute the annual sermon pamphlet, 
the holiday notices and the annual calendar. 

SEcTio 3. The Conference representatives on the Commission 
en Jewish Education shall cooperate with the representatives of the 
Union of American H brew Congregations in the preparation of 
Jewish religious educational literature. 

SEcT10 4. The Commission on Justice and Peace shall study 
and evaluate economic and social problems and trends in accordance 
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with the spirit and tradition of Judaism and report its recommenda­
tions to the Conference. 

It shall cooperate with similar bodies, both Jewi h and non­
Jewish, in furthering the interest of Social Justice. 

SEcTrn 5. Representatives of the Conferenc on the Boards of 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and on the Board 
of Governors of the Hebrew Union College shall be lected by the 
Executive Board and shall hold office for the same length of term 
provided for tenure of office of the Union representatives. No mem­
ber of the Conference can serve on two Boards at the ame time. 

ARTICLE V-Quorum 

Thirty-one (31) members shall constitute a quorum at the meet­
ings of the Con£ erence for the transaction of business. 

ARTICLE VI-Order of Business 

1. Roll Call. 

2. Reading of President's Message. 

3. Reports of Officers. 

4. Appointment of Temporary Committees. 

5. Offering of Resolutions. 

6. Report of Commissions. 

7. Report of Committees. 

8. Reading of Papers. 

9. Unfinished Business. 

10. New Business. 

11. Election of Officers. 

12. Adjournment. 

ARTICLE VII-Amendments 

These By-Laws may be amended by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) 
of the members pre ent at any meeting of the Conference. 



January 5, 1945 

Rabbi Leon I. leuer 
CollJ.Jlgwood avenue Te11ple 
2335 Collingwood Avenue 
Toledo 10, Ohio • 

lly dear Leon, 

In re.ly to your letter of December 12, I took up the 
qu stion 1th Solomon Freehot. It eem that th re 111 be 
a Religious ~ucation . roJram on Friday utternoon or the 
Cant ranee. There 1a space ithin th&.t program tor yo• 
comaittee. There ii also to be report from the C,gJ&UN.i81on 
on J'ewieh Education, by Sol Fre hot, and one on Reli ioua 

ork in Unive aitiee. It seems t t you could ta.c:e rt or t t 
aftemoon tor a prel1m1nary diecu sion on th subject ot 
"Confirmation.• I do not belieYe t t it woul4 be possible to 
devote • ole tternoon to this subject. 

HSaBK 

ould thia ar~ng nent be agreeabl to you? 

1th all gooo is ea, I remain 

08 t cordially yours, 
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SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, President 
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OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 
SOLOMON N. BAZELL, Louisville, Ky, 
MAURICc;: J. BLOOM, Newburgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP D. BOOKSTABER, Harrisburg, Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Providence, R. I. 
JAMES G. HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIUS MARK, Nashville, Tenn. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. ALBERT G. MINDA, Minneapolis, Minn. 
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SIDNEY S. TEDESCHE, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

January 16, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

I would appreciate it if you would find time to give this 
important Conference matter your thought. It is not something that 
can be settled definitely, but you and I have to try to come to some 
conclusion. The question is with regard to holding our Conference 
convention this year and the prohibition of the Office of Defense 
Transportation of any meetings involving more than fifty people 
unless such larger meetings or conventions eet special permission. 

First of all let me say that we can justly ask for special 
permission. We are a small convention with 125 of our men in the 
Chaplaincy. Not more than 150 would come. Secondly, we have a vital 
war job. Brickner has informed me that a request has come for fifty 
more chaplains. This will certainly involve twenty-five more from 
our already depleted Conference group. This involves serious man­
power problems - the maintenance o°f our civilian congregations, etc., 
and should be settled only in full convention. So it is evident that 
we have a perfect moral right to ask for permission to meet. 

However, it strikes me that it might be better not to ask 
for that permission for a month or so. In a month or so the war 
situation may improve and the Office of Defense Transportation may then 
be inclined to grant permission, more so than now. If we ask them now 
and they record themselves in the negative, it will be hard to change 
them. 

In case we do not get permission to meet, we will have certain 
serious difficulties since this is the convention at which administrations 
must change. I do not know whether this has happened before in the 
history of the Conference, but I believe we have a simple way of effecting 
the necessary change. If it becomes absolutely clear that we cannot have 
a convention, I will call a meeting of the Executive Board here in Pitts­
burgh and I will announce to the Board the appointment of a Nominating 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Page Two 

Committee, whose slate will be sent to all the members for voting . 
I can even prepare my President ' s Message to be printed in the next 
year ' s Yearbook and to be dealt with by the President's Message 
Committee in 19u6 together with your message . At all events, it can 
be managed all right . 

Please give me your reaction to the whole situatton. 
Should we, as I suggest, wait a month before asking permission, or 
should we not ask permission at all and take for granted that we are 
not meeting, etc . ? Just tell me whatever is in your mind on this 
matter . 

As ever, 

Solomon B. Freehof 

SBF: ls 

P. S. Sam Violk of Wilkes-Barre, who has long deserved a promotion, 
told me today thAt he is elected to AlbRny. 



Pebruar 5, 1946 

Dr. Solomon B. P'reehot 
4905 Fifth Avenue 
?ittsburgh, Pa. 

M • dear Sola 

I have delayed answering your letter ot Janu· r.1 16 
with reference to the holding of the next .eating ot the 
CCAR bece.use I w,a not clear in my own mind. I think 
.~rh ps t he wisest thing would be for ~ou to cont~ct some 
of the Christian Protestant denominations to find out hat 
the1 pl.an to do about their annual conventions. I realize 
that their bodies are much larger than ours. Still it 
would be well to have the tacts 1n h&nd before you write 
to the ODT. 

I undereta.nd that we shall be in a better position 
to make up our own minds in a month or eo. We mi~~ht also 
consider holding the Convention in the Fall, as we did in 
some revioua years. 

With all good ishes, I remain 

As ever yours, 

AHSaBK • 
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OFFICERS 1843-1944 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E . MARCUSON, Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

February 14, 1945 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N. BAZELL, Louisvill,, Ky, 
MAURIC!! J. BLOOM, Newburgh, N. T. 
PHILIP 0. BoOKSTABER, Harrisburg, Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUOE, Providence, R. I. 
JAMES G. HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIUS MARK, Nashville, Tenn. 
ALBERT G. MINOA, Minneapolis, Minn. 
LAWRENCE W. SCHWARTZ, White PJalns, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Baltimure, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J. STERN, Montreal, Canada 
SIDNEY s. TEOEBCHE, Urooklyn, N. Y. 

Your suggestion over the phone yesterday has possibilities. I mean the suggestion that we should consider the chance of holding the convention in October. Of course, it may well be that even in October it will be impossible to have a convention. Then it would be absolutely_ contrary to the Constitution for a president to serve more than two tenns. The term e~tending from June to October is not without precedent, however. Still, if we, by good luck (or due to Zhukov's generalship) can have a conference in June, it will be all the better. 

In the meantime, we must have a meeting of the Executive Board to discuss various possibilities and make adequate preparations. I do not want the meeting too soon because the situation may change; and, of course, I do not want it too late. 

We also need certain other meetings, such as the Chaplaincy Committee and the Emergency Placement Committee meetings. I have, there­fore, consulted with Egelson, who is secretary of these two committees, and we tentatively picked Monday, April 9, (which is after the end of Pesach) for the two Chaplaincy Committee meetings, and Tuesday, April 10, for the Executive Board meeting. 

Naturally we cannot hold the Executive Board meeting without you. You are really the choson b•reshis. I am writing you now and I would appreciate your answering me as soon as soon as possible so that I can know whether you have reserved the date Tuesday, April 10, for the E~ecutive Board meeting. It may be easier for us to meet in Cincinnati, since all these other mattere have to be settled too. 

Best wishes for a pleasant time in Florida. I will not envy you since I shall be in New Orleans. 

As ever, 

&e , 
SBF:ls 

I 



OFFICERS 1943• 1•44 

SOLOMON B . FREEHOF, President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s . MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Adminibtrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. 

COMMITTEE ON 

SOLICITATION OF FUNDS 

ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, CHAIRMAN 
LOUIS BINSTOCK 
PHILIP D. BOOICSTABER 
MAXWELL H. DUBIN 
JULIAN B . FEIBELMAN 
ABRAHAM L . FEINBERG 
JOSEPH KLEIN 
ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 
BURTON E. LEVINSON 
JOSHUA L. LIEBMAN 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF CHAIRMAN 

6300 PARK HEIGHTS AVE. 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N . BAZELL, Louisville, Ky, 
MAURICE! J . BLOOM, Newburgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP D. BOOKSTABER, Harrisburg, Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Provid nee, R. I. 
JAMES C HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIUW MARK, Nashville, Tenn. 
ALBERT G. MINDA, Minneapolis, Minn. 
LAWRENCE w . SCHWARTZ , White Plains, N. Y. 
AIIRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Daltimure, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J . STERN, Montreal, Canada 
SIDNEY S. TEDESCHE, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

February 16, 1945 

HARRY S. MARGOLIS 
SAMUEL S . MAYERBERG 
JOSEPH RAUCH Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
IRVING F. REICHERT 
JACOB K. SHANKMAN 
J. MARSHALL TAXAY 
COLMAN A . ZWITMAN 

i . 105th St . & nsel Road 
ClevelaLd 6, Ohio 

Denr Doctor : 

I am still tryinP' to b ild up t he Committee on Solicita­
tion of Funds . I wonder i:f you ,;;•culd like to have your con­
gre . at ion do so~ethin for u~ tlir year. Some of our members 
have their ccnNrep,ations ~ake contri utions to our committee. 
Others of us, for xample , the Baltimore rat is, send out form 
letters to all our members . If you care to have us prepare 
our sual letter over your Ripnature, I will be lad to have 
Rabbi 1arcuson ta e care of this if you will let me kno how 

any you v ant . 

I really am very eaper t.o do , fine job this y ar. Warm­
est er anal reetinPs and best wi~hes . 

Faithfully yours, 

~ 
Abraham. Shur,terman 

Chairman 

'• And the worfl of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." l ■ aiab 3:i-17 



Febru.~r ~2, 1 45 

Dr. Solomon B. Fraehot 
1905 Fitth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, a. 

y dear Sola 

I m t o be in ontre 1 ~nd T ronto 
on ' ond tl.lld Tue d~ , pril 9 and 10 £or UJ ..l 
Ccami::,ai s. I lLtD onderin0 . .... t her the meeting 
hich ; ou h vein mind for the ecutive cannot be 

held t.~e wee' tollovring. 

ISaBIC 

1th all ood ·lstes, I re in 

·ost cordi~lly our , 

• 
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Rabbi Edgar F Magnin 
Wilshire Boulevard Temple 

Wilshire Boulevard at Hobart 

Los Angeles 
5 

llaroh l• 1945 

Bjlbbi Solomon B • Freehot 
toDr;regation Roi et Shalca 
4905 Fitth A "11l U. 
P1ttab-urgh• Pa. 

Dear Sol: 

After muoh consideration, I've decided that I'm not oca­
ing to the oonteren«-. I do not like to disappoint you. and. 
would love to read t e raper &aligned to m.e, but this is no 
time to trawl over r;eat diatancea. 

'travel conditiona on the Overland routes are terrible. 
Somtilnaa they eanoel a resenation at the last m1nut• as the 
anv control• all the reservations on the deoent traim • and 
if they need them tt.y will take them a•y from you. Koreanr. 
one lldatake in a reser-vation can throw a peraon oft tor weeks. 
It 1• only by •re ohanoe ti. t I got out or New York la.at t1-. 
due to a miatalce in 1fl3' reservation made by the ticket agent at 
thia end. 

Peraam.Uy, I believe that the conterenoe ehould not 
meet, aa a patri otio duty. I aee that the Rabbinical Aaa-bl7 
haa cancelled it• convention this ye.ar. ?he government baa re• 
quested ua to allow apace to eold.1era and their f ud.liea who 

are going to •et tbea a.t hoapi tala or deb&rkation or Ulb&rb.• 
tion point•• and tor ••••ntial induatriea. I am oppo .. d to 
unneoeaaa.ry travel, and I think whatner buaine•• we have to 
do eoold be ·one by ••11 comnittha who do not live tar apart. 
until the •r ia orer. 

1 hope th1a tinde you wll. 

With beet to you and Lillian. 1n which Evelyn joine •• 
lam 

Aa ever, 

CCI BP.bbl Abba Hillel Siber ✓ 



OFFICERS 1943-1944 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-Pr!'s ident 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Admini trati ve s.,cr tary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financia l Secretary 
Reading, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

A90S FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

March 2, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N. BAZELL, Louisvillt, Ky. 
MAURICC J. BLOOM, ewburgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP o. BOOKSTABER, Harrisburii-, Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Providenct!, R. I. 
JAMES G. HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIU'9 MARK, Nashville, Tenn. 
ALBERT G. MINDA, l\Iinn <>apolis, Minn. 
LAWRENCE W. SCHWARTZ, White Plain , N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Unltimvre, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J. STERN, Montreal, Canada 
SIDNEY s . TEDESCHE, llrooklyn, N. Y. 

I am enclosing something that is rather shocking. It 
is a photostat of a nasty forgery sent out by certain anti-Semitic 
groups to parents of sons who have died in the war. It is signed 
Central Conference of American Rabbis. That is why it concerns 
us particularly. 

Before I . got hold of it, it was already referred to 
the FBI and to the American Jewish CoITL'nittee. Will you give me 
your judgment as to whether we, the Central Conference, being 
directly offended, should not do something special about it? 
Please return the enclosure to me. 

I wired you suggesting April 23rd and 24th as the 
alternate dates for the Conference E~ecutive Board meeting. 
I hope I w.1.11 have heard from you by now that theee dates are 
all right. Other meeting dates depend upon it. 

SBF:ls 
Enc. 

As ever, 

Solomon B. Freehof 



arch , 1945 

Dr. Solomon B. Freehot 
4905 Fifth venue 
Pittsburgh, a. 

• , dea.r Sol a 

l certainly wuuld take up the tter or 
the · nti-Semitic forged letter 1th the F.B.I. even 
though oth r organizhtione hct.ve lread.J brou ht it 
to its attention. The more rotesta I ich will be 
regi t red wit our Gwerruaent the more ~~eedy and 
effective is likely to be t h ction. 

I thin t ·· t b no you must • ve 
received my tele rm jn ic ting th~t pril 24 
would be ~11 ri ht r r me as a eting date or 
the Ex cutive. • 

!Sa.BK 
Enc. 

a ever ·ours, 



OFFICERS 1943-1944 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, Pr sident 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVCR, Vice-Pr .. i<lent 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. M"RGOL.IS, Tr asur r 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Admini•trative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Seer tary 
Reading, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

arch 13, 19L5 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th ~t. and Ansel Rd. 
C)eveland, Ohio 

Deer Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N . BAZELL, Louisvill~. Ky, 
MAURICI! J. BLOOM, N wbui·gh, N. Y. 
PHILIP D. BOOKSTABER, Harrisburg, Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Providence, R. I. 
JAMES G. HELLER, incinnati, Ohio 
JULIUS M-'RK, Nashville, Tenn. 
AL.SERT G. MINDA, Minnl'apolis, Minn. 
LAWRENCE W. SCHW-'RTZ, White Plalna, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Baltimure, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J. STERN, Montreal, annda 
SIDNEY S . TEOe:SCHE, llro klyn, N. Y. 

I have arr;inged it for the Evecuti ve Bo4J"d meeting 
to be in Cincinnati on April 24 as you requesteo. I shall 
be in Cincinnati on the 23rd, 24th, and 25th, because there 
are many Union and College meetings which will be clustered 
around our meeting. We will hcve gre8t deal of business, 
but the chief husiness, of course, is he matter of elections. 

Having deR.lt now with business, I want to moYe • 
over to the department of pleasure. I was in ew Orleans 
and~ found in Julian Feibelman's possession complet~ 
set of the Machzor with Heidenheirri' s commentary. It, is 
not. the original Roedelheim edition but the pirated ed tion, 
which, incidentally, is on better paper; but the commentary 
i. genuine. I told Julian tha you are looking for a set 
and he told me that he wo11ld gladly present it to you if 
you asked him for it. Hts address is: St. Charles and 
Calhoun, Ne Orleans 15, Loui tana. 

With best wishes, I am 

As ver, 

S F:ls 
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O FFICERS 1942- 1944 

SOLOMON B . FRE E HO F, President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 
ABBA HILLE L SI L V ER, Vice-President 

Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s . MARGOLI S , Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E . MARCUSON, Administrative Secretary 
Macon , Ga. 

SIDNEY L . REGNER , Financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th st. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba1 

O FFICE O F PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

April 2, 1945 

IEXECUTIVIE BOARD 

SOL OMON N . BAZELL, Louisville, Ky. 
MAURICE J . BLOOM, Newburgh, N. Y. 
P H PLIP D . BOOKSTAB E R , Harrisburg, Pa. 
W ILLIAM G . BRAU0E, Providence, R . I. 
JAMES G . H ELLE R, Cincinnati, Ohio 
J U LI U S M A RK , Nashville, Tenn. 
ALBERT G. MINOA, Minneapolis, Minn. 
LAWRE N CE w. S C HWARTZ, White Plains, N. Y. 
A BRAHAM SHU STERMAN, Baltimore, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOL L E R, Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J . STERN , Montreal , Canada 
S IDNEY s . T ED E SC H E, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

I have just received from you the letter from Professor Baron. 
I have had a letter of similar t enor from Magnin. We will bring the 
matter before the Executive Board at its meeting April 24 and ask them 
what to do with all these papers. I suppose we had better decide that 
none of the material which was to be read before the Conference should 
be read. We have difficulty getting good papers anyhow, and we may be 
glad to have some of these papers the year f ollowing this June at your 
first conference. 

There may be some justification in publishing in the next 
Yearbook (yours) a President's Message from me so that the record be 
complete with two messages from my term, and the Cormnittee can take up 
at your first convention the recommendations involved. Besides, the 
President's Message is presented to the Conference printed anyhow 
before discussion. 

Looking torn.rd to seeing you in Cincinnati, I am 

As ever, 

P. s. Leon Feuer visited me last week and told me of the magnificent 
meeting in New York. It was a pleasure to hear all about it. 



HOTEL RATES 

HOTEL CHELSEA 

Double rooms with private bath--NEW BUILDING** $9.00 daily 
two persons. There are no single rooms in the NEW BUILD­
ING, they arc all double rooms with twin beis. 

MAIN BUILDING. 

Single rooms with private bath $4.50, $5.50, $6.50 daily. 

Double rooms with private bath $7.00, $8.00 daily, two 
persons. 

Suites of two double rooms with connecting bath $12,00 
daily, four persons. 

We will be glad to serve your group special menls at 
$4.00 per person daily above the special room rates. 

The above rates are all European plan. 

Make your reservations direct to hotel,PROMPTLY, 
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Morgenstern,Julinn 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Cnlisch,Edward N. 
Fro.nklin,Leo M. 
Gol1enson~Sam1el H. 
Lefkowitz,Duvid 

Wise,Stephen s . 

Levy,Felix 
Philipson,David 
Schulman,Samuel 
Wolsey,Louis 



Dlf'!A'l'IVB AGBRDA 

'!'here will be a apeoial meeting ot the Bxecut1Te 
Board at Hotel Gibson, Cincinnati, Ohio April 24, 1g45 
at 9:30 A. 11. 

Plea•e arrange to attend and be on time. 

1. Opening Prayer 

2. Applications for membership 

3. Reports or Officers 

,. Reports or Committees 

s. Reliet and Subvention 

6. Rabbinical Member• on Joint Oonmd.saiona 

7. Manual for Proae11tea 

a. lathan Stern Bequest 

9. lext Convention 

10. nectton ot Officer• 

ll. Such Other ••tters as 'l'he President Kay Present 

KXBCU!IVE BOARD IIEBTIIG AT HOTEL GIBSOI, 

CINCIIBATI, OHIO -- APRIL 2t, 1945. 



MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

OF 

THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

CINCINNATI OHIO, April 24,1945 

A special meeting or the Executive Boaro of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis was held at Hotel Gibson, 
Cinoinnati,Ohio on Tuesday,April 24,1945 

MEMBERS PRESENT. ThJ following members were present: 
Solomon B.Freehof,Abba Hillel Silver,Harry S.Margolis,Sidney 
L.Regner,Isaac E.Marcuson,Maurice J.Bloom,W1111am G.Braude ✓ 

Stanley R.Brav,Abraham Feinstein,Alan S.Green,Aryeh Lev, 
Albert G.Minda,Louis Witt and Maurice N.E1sendrath,Dir~cto1" 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

Letters of regret were read from Phineas Smoller and 
Harry J.Stern. 

PRAYER.The Opening Prayer was offered by Rabbi Abba 
Hillel Silver. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS.The following were elected to membs r ~· 
ship: Morrison D.Bial,Alfred L.Goodman,Amos M.Gunsberg,Le0~ 
Kronish,Sanford. E.Saperstein,Samuel Sobel and Karl WeinerJ 

CONVENTION. The President stated that the primary pur•· 
pose of the meeting was to decide on the holding of a Con·· 
vention for the purpose of electing officers and the trans•• 
action of necessary business. It was moved and adopted that 
the members be circularized and asked to authorize the ho:u.:.., 
ing of a small Conference of not more than fifty members with··· 
in the limits laid down by the Office of Defense Transporta­
tion; t~at a nominating committee shall be appointed to 
prepare a 11st of candidates for the various offices of 1:, ·.1.e 

Confer•ence; that this list shall be submitted to all mem--
b 1-rs of the Conference who shall have the right to suggest 
c-~ner n'.l"!les for any of the offices and that the members 
shall be aske l tu ,:)11 thorize th':) Conference to CA n t e vet,~ 
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tor the members named. Th.at the result of the vote for author­
tty to hold. the Convention shall be based upon a majority of 
the votes returned. 

TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT CONVENTION. That if authority is 
given to hold a small convention, the convention shall be 
held in Atlantic City June 25-28. The Executive Board shall 
meet on June 25th.,~ President's Message shall be read 
that evening an1 the next two days shall be devoted to busi­
ness ani reports and the presentation of two papers. That the 
Post-Conferertce Executive Board meeting shall be held June 28Q 

PEitSONNEL OF CONVENTION. The following shall be invited to 
atteni th9 small Convention: the Officers and. Executive Board, 
the Chairmen and Vi.ce-Chairmen or Secretary of all Commissions 
and Committees,ex-Presidents of the Conference. If a Chairman 
or ~.Ji.::A--Chairman or Secretary cannot attend the Chai:::•man 
shall be autn.orized to name another member of his Committee 
to attend in his place and present the report of the 

Committee. 

PINANCIAL SECRETARY'S REPORT.The Financial Secretary's 
r9po1,-~-. was read by Rabbi Sidney L .Regner. 

rtEF i;::,']' ()F conJIMrrCTEE ON INVESTMENTS. The re po.rt of the 
:::Jormni ttu, (.)Y1 :nvestments was read by the Treasure». Rabbi 
Ms.rgolis repo·"tdd. that $150,000 from the Relief Fund had 
been earmar-k-:_• ,-: f •:">~: the Pension Fund but there seemed to be 
some misuncl-:n•;;;-/_, 1-lfolJ_ng as to the date of figuring interest 
which was to oe c~edited to the Pension Fund. It was moved 
and adopted that June 21st. shall be fixed as the date of 
transfer~ 

Authority was given to the Investment Committee to sell or 
exchange bonds to the amount of $50,00@. 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE. Rabbi Marcuson presented the re­
port of the Publications Committee. He reported that Union 
Prayer Book Volume II,newly revised had been finished and 
offered. fm:- sale. It was moved and adopted that the Exacu­
'3~ . .rs i3o...trd record its. apprec.iation or th'9 vmrk o:' the re-, 
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iLJ~ n committee nd that a leather bound copy be sent to 

-.'1ch m':3rnb'3r of the committee. 

The r~auest of one of the soles agents for on increase in 

c 1.,. :d~ -ssion for th·: sale of the Conference publications was 

not granted . 

The Presiient presented a complaint from Rabbi Brickner 

· bo1 :t t the sn.le of Union Prayer Books to a ch plain wl"J.io hai. 

--~ '.:. n ,:;fu3ed books by the Jewish Welfare Boar1.. It was movo1

1 

und ~1opte1 that the Publications Committee continue to sell 

books to chapl~ins or nyone else who wants to buy them. 

The Ch irrn:Jn reported that the book Jud.9.ism, A Mo.nual for 

Proselyt~s wns out of print and that tha previous Execu t ve 

Bo~r1 hn1 or1ere1 a discontinuance of publi~ntion but that 

now there was agn.ln 1emand for the book. The Publications 

Committee was authorized to reprint the book an1 a sub-

con1mi ttee of the Committee on Li tur5y cons is ting of Rabbis 

Bettan,Ch· irrnan, Bamberger an1. Maurice Bloom was namei to 

revise the book ani submit it to the Conference for approvQl~ 

It wa s sugzested thnt the committee include a bibliography 

·1ni a form of ceremony for conversion. 

JU.JIOR CHIL1JREN 1S HYMNS. The President was authorized to 

appoint a com~itte9 to study the need of a Junior Children's 

_ ymn ·~mn. Sor:.g Bo0k with Prayers and Services. 

su~-rE iTlCn? . Rabri Margolis presented the report of the 

Cammi ttee 'Jtl Relier"' and Su vention. The following subven-

tions were ~pproved: 

D. Hororlezky $150.00 

Yi~1ish Scientific Institute 1200.00 

Palestine Hebrew Culture 
Fund $150.00 

Michael Higger tl00.00 

Kirjath Sefer $ 25.00 

Tarbiz I 25.00 

Aluma 
25.00 

Zion 
25.00 

,. 
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Mekitze Nir1.amim $ 25.00 

Pa l e stine Historical Society $ 25. 00 

• ~ 10rican Fri 1=;n1s of Hebrew 
University 

Ame rican Pro-Hul usha 

Aca1 emy of Hewish Res earch 

Historia Ju1ae ca 

Hebr 0w Bi 'ble 

t 200.oo 

$ 25.00 

$100.00 

._ 25.10 

$100.00 

It wa s move1 anl adopted tha t th e relief g iven to 

,Tos eph Stolz be 1.iscontinued s of June 1st. unless other­

wi s0 oM.e r e1. In the ca ~e of Abraham Freed it was moved end 

a1op t eQ that we 1iscont1nue the payment of r elie f to Free1 ~s 

of T) r-3 c ember 31,1945: that we no~ ry Rabbis Magnes ·1nd Glutj ck 

'tni the f amily of Abraham Freed giving the st n. t ement of h ow 

n'.lcl: w 0 h 'tv e spent an1 explaining that since the cormn1 tt •:;e is 

in.:'o~~t·01 tha t it must contribute 'i'70.00 a month or noth ing , 

tr, s Ex~cu ti v e Boar1 feels tha. t there is nothing left for 1 t 

t o 1o but discontinue. 

It w ·J moved a.n1 a.iopted that no subvention be voter! to 

th~ Soncino pre ss but that a note be put in the bull 3tin 

urgi~g the membe rs to buy the books published by this firm. 

Nii THAN STER N •_ EQUEST. The s e cret '«"Y was instructed to 

notify the Pen s ion Fund of the bequest of Rabbi N~than Ste rn. 

CHURCH AID SThTE. Rabbi Minda reported th' t he ha 1 been 

a ske rl. for the stand o f the Confe rence on the subj ect of 

gov~rnment a11 for the transporta tion of children in parochial 

~nd priva te schools and tha t he ha~ notified the organization 

.h ut no Confe r ence r ·., solutlon on the subject had ever been 

a i.npt 31 ,, T.'1° Eicacutive Board approvei Ra bbi Minda's r eply. 

J EWT,_.TT iVIUSJC PORU:v1 . R· bbi Brau1e to whom ha i be n referre1 

nn in i t T~~ i ~n to be come u member of the Jewish Music Forum 

~s port ~~ t h t the or~r niza tion wa s not of the kind that the 

Jon.f ·-· r :n: c :, s ould as s ume membership. The seoretury W[~s 
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RO SEVELT RESOLUTION. A commi tt l9 e consisting of R:1bbis 
Br au'ie ,Lev ,··r1tt w·1s appointed to draft suitable r esolutions 
in m8mory of Fr anklin Delano Roosevelt. 

CH11PLAIN8. The Pres11ent r eporteri t l 9. t t he war iep rtment -----
is nsking for fiftesn more J ewish chaplains. It was moved and 
adoptei th!J. t we make every effort to get the number r ~quested 
from nmon ~ the young9r men. 

R&bbi Lev 1nquire1. what hn.1 been done about the resolution 
a1opte1 Dt the previous m~e ting of the Executiv e Board r eferr­
ing to Ho 11ston. The President replied that no general public· ty 
v-, LS giv :::n to ths r 2~ solution because no such publicity w ,.1 s order­
ei when th0 r esolution was adopted but th at Rabbi Brickner 

ha1 be0n notifie d. and that a copy of the r esolution had been 

turni she•i to a.11 who ho.d 11 sked. for 1 t. 

LI BEHAL GHOUPS . Rabbi Minda r ep orted that hs had been 

approac ed about tha pos sibility of lining up our Conference 
with oth~r liberal r 3lig1ous groups. Upon motion it was 1.eci1-
e1 to t ake no a ction in the matter. 

ETEHNr L LIGHT. Rabbi E1s en1.rath called the attention of the 
Exe cu ti ve Bo·1r1 to the rsdi o pre sen t a ti on "The Eternal Light." 
The timi::: h -'11 been aJ lated to the three Jewish grrups but wa s 
being UB ~'1. entirely in the interest of the Jewish Theological 
Semin'1ry o It wo.s moved nnd adopted that the Executive Boa.rd 
t ·1.ke no formal a ction but 1 t was suggested that Rabbi E1sen1rnth 

s Loul1 write to the r eform member-son the connnittee suggesting 
t ht'.t they r 6s i gn f rom the sponsoring corrnn.1 ttee on the ground 
t ~~ t it is ot represent tivc of the work of the three groups. 
If these members resign Rabbi Eisendrath can use these r esig• 
n~tions ~s the bnsis or appeal to the ra11o company that the 
urcs~nta tion is not in line with the origin~l intention of the 
company when the time w~s offered. 

Y 1JR PRIVATE LIFE. R3.bb1 Stanley Brav,Ohairma.n of the Cont­

i1tt;ee on i\·1, .. r.J•,.g3,.B'amily ani the Home was authorized to print 

an ~d i t1 r--1.1. ,: { -:· r-• ~ ·l.•oe>k:t. e t "vour Pr1 vn te LifoJ' after he had 
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~scertain01 from th .... ch~pla ins and the memb~rs how many 

copi ,.~ s they would n sed to s en1 to th .... men in the nrmed 

forc es. 

PL 1 CEt ·ENT. Rahb1 Gre,:, n asked wh~t t h 9.i b ecome of the 

Co'11n11 tt•~e on Pl 9. ~emont o.ni urged. its early establishment. 

The Pr ~s11 nt r epli ed tha t the Emergency Placement Committev 

w · s t emporr.1rily functioning :..lO'l w, s gri. ining q lot of exp er­

i enc e which woul1 l a t e r be us ~d in th8 cr~~tion of a p 3r mn ­

n ent Pl ~1.cement Comm1 tt ec . 

__ ..: r v e ing no furthe r business the me~tine o.1.j ournorl. 

Re spectfully submitt ed, 

0 ~ ~ ~._..,,( {. (_ 1_, "L /~~ .. ~ </A~, 
Isaa c E.Mnrcuson 

A1m1ni strutive S0cr0t ·1ry 

... ..... ........ 
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Dr. olomon B. Freehof 
i..,· .,.5 Fi th venue 
Pittsbur h, a. 

• e r ola 

A rll (,,5, 1945 

Foll inJ u~ t e dec : sion of our EJ~ec tive, yost1 ar, 
I r ot t:> ·lo !..ron informin6 hie th t .e s:. 11 be e .. ectin, 

im ·nd hi P per tour Con eronc n tlantic ~ity. Is ould 
like lso to rite to Jos ua Trachtman but I un~ble o loc~te 

tn r my lett to him or his re~ly. Did I, 
to you? I 8 all .ave ton tty uup d Phil~ 
not' ve y onference Lectur s or uermon 
tell th m tl t .e 11 ish th m to ~eliY r 
1~ 4o Conf renceJ I r her t .ink that t, t ul 
Id no "sh tot k sol res~ons· . 1 t y or 
I 1· ould :So ii form ... r ude w., t t _ ir 
Jewish mu-ic :.a ... b~on o tponoo.. 

ith a 1 good hes , I rem in 

vr ,o.:rs , 

e nd em 
111 

11 I 
re see t tl e 
nly fair, ut 

it. I 5u ose 
ro or 



Dr. d·lo '• &ron 
olumbi nive sity 

? or , 1 .Y. 

y ear r. ron: 

Te xecutive oft' ~entr 1 Conf rence 
o a ic f 'is et ~~sterday in 'incin atl . It .~s 
dee ed to ho11 he Conference in tl ntii:! Ult 
June 2.c;. Due i.o .: r regul tions, the ttenc!ance 
Co ~ nee ill be 11 ·1 ed t ~ t..1- o~fi" r...,, b rd und c en 
of tt v rio conf' r_ ca c mmittoaa - tot er out 
fi ty. It 11 be, in other · ords, ort ture 
con erence, ·ut • ·ill ·uthoriz carr.. on h the 
en tom hu in s t.nd t listen o t .. e )e .. 1 r ' ich u and 
ot i rs ve rel1ue t. d t re) re . Th ... s Pap r. 111 or 
cot.1rs er in t~e 1~45 volum of the CCAR so th t 11 
th9 em s t· ie Conference .:.11 • ve n o ortuni ty to 
re(:4d '· e • Abs r cts of t : e P p r . _ll e.l~ 1 en t the 
Jublic pr a duri t ~ riod of t' e Conf ren e . 

our 
·11 

June 
fo 

••8 
prese1ce 
_ ro· bl 
"-6 . I 

11 look forward .i th gro t ·>le· s re to 
t- ~our ? p ... r . Your .. 1 _.c ~ ro·•r 

b someti e in th. fterr.~on r ~ r.in~ of 
ill let ou know ore d nitely n t10 n At 

1th 11 o , I re n 

V r . cor 1~11 urs , 

: S1 K 



OFFICERS 1043-1944 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF', President 
Pilt. burgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice- Pr<?sid nt 
Clevelanc.l, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Administrative Stcrctnry 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, 1.'"inancial SL'Crdary 
Reading, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

April JO, 1945' 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

ltXECUTIVlt BOARD 

SOLOMON N. BAZELL, Loui ville:, Ky. 
MAURICC J. BLOOM, Nc•wburgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP 0 . BOOKSTABER, Harri burir, Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUOE, Pro .. idence, R. I. 
JAMES G. HELLER, incinnati, Ohio 
JULIUS MARK, Nashville, Tenn. 
ALBERT G . MINOA, Minneapolis, Minn. 
LAWRENCE W. SCHWARTZ, White Plains, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Baltimvrc, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J. STERN, Montreal, Cana<la 
SIDNEY S . TEOESCHE, ilruuklyn, N. Y. 

You did not send me your correspondence with 
Joshua Trachtenberg. Maybe your secretary could not 
find th . name because she thought it was Trachtman 
as it is in your letter tom. His address is Easton, 
Pennsylvania. 

I do not think you h~ve the right to tell 
Bernstein and Gup that they will deliver their addresses 
at the 1946 Conference. That is to say, the President 
usually appoints the lect.urer and preacher but the 
E~ecutive Board has to confjrm it. If you wish, you 
can tell them th2t you will nominate them to the 
E~ecutive Board for 1946. Certainly the program of 
Jewish music has to be postponed because that was to be 
on a Saturday. 

I sent you a letter the other day about coming 
up to Cleveland. You asked for my sermon topi~. It will 
be either "World Decay and Paganism" or "Where Now Is Thy 
God?" Both titles refer to the same ser11on. I am just 
letting you judge which will be more attractive to your 
congregation. 

As ever, 

SBF:ls 



Dr. illi&m G. Braude 
93 Arlin t n venue 
Providence 6, R.I. 

, ar Friends 

a 1, 1945 

ince you ~e present ut t he eting of the 
Executive Bo·rd of t : e C.C •• R. I need not inform 
you of the ac ion ta en with refe : ence to the 
meetin~ of the C,C.A.R. in June. The .ro~ram · 111 
have to be complete! revised and your part of it, the 
pres -nt tion of a .rogram of Je ish music, ill of cou~se 
have to be µostponed to a futur e con r ence. 

I sh 11 look f orwa.rd wi • le sure ~o seein 
ou at the Conference in AtlGI1tic ~it r 1n June. 1th 

all good ishes, I rem in 

Owt cordially yours, 

AI S1D 
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Dr. Joshua Tr chtenberg 
Templ9 Covenant or Peace 
UO Parker Avenue 
Easton, Pa. 

My de~r .Frien· a 

The Executive Boa.rd of the C .C. .R. met in 
C in cinnu. ti lad t Tuenda:. • It .., as dee id ed to hold 
the Conference :n btlantic C1ty beginning June 25. 
Due to war reguL tions, the ttendance at the 
Conference will be liinited to the officera, bo rd 
..nd chairmen of the various conf erance co:mmi t tss, to 
the number of about fifty. It will be, in other ords, 
a sort of miniature conference, but will be authorized to 
c rry on with the custom~ry confe.cence busine~a and to 
listen to the liatan to the Papers which you and others 
have been rej-iuested to .. resent. These Pa~ers will or course ap~ear in the 1945 volume of the C,C.A.R. so that all the 
members of the Conference will have an O.)_;ortuni ty to read 
them, and abstraota of t'1e P.;..pera ill also be 0 iven to tha 
public press durin the . eriod of the Conference. 

e shall all look for\,lU'd with great pleasure to your presence and to y~ur Paper. I will let you 
~ow definitely •ta later date the exact place ot 
the reading of your Paper on the ~rogram. 

1th r. 11 good 1she, I remain 

.aont cordially .,rours, 

AllSallK 



Y~y 1, 1945 

Rahbi _Samuel t. . Gup 
Ta ,~ple Isr· .. el 
Bryden Road and 19th St. 
Columbus 51 Ohio 

My dear Sama 

At the meeting of the Executive Bourd of the c.c.A.R. held in Cincinnati last Tuesday, it as 
decided to hold"' "miniature" conf ... renoe of the c.c .. R. 
1n htlantic City beginning June 25 in order to comply with 
the regulhtions or the O.D.T. This conference will be 
compoeed oft• offices, the executiv bonrd and the 
chairmen of the conference co itteea - a group limited 
t.o about fifty. There will be no occksion for t11e 
customary Conference Ser·mon and l ecture. I re6ret 
th~t war condition• make mandator-j a reduced conference 
and program, ut Ne hope to make u~ for it ,~xt year. 
I ffill be hap;,y to recommend your n&me to the •..xecutive 
oard .hen it comes to ~a.e up its ~ro r for the 1946 

Conference. 

Mith 11 good ~ish s, I remain 

Mot cord.1 lly yours, 

A! iBK 
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Rabbi Philip J. Bernstein 
Ntl.tional Je·,1sh Welfare Bo&rd 
145 E. 52nd St. 
Ne York 161 N.Y. 

Mi dear Philip: 

, 

At the meeting of the Executive Board of the 
c.c.A.R. held in Cinciru:ati last Tuesday, it w·s 
decided to hold a "miniature" conference or the 
c.c •• R. in Atlantic City beginning June 26 in order 
to comply with t..1-ie regulations of the O.D.T. This 
conterence will be composed of ti e otficera, the 
executive b~rd and t e chairmen of the cOllterence 
committees - a group limited too.bout fifty. The.re 
will be no occasion for the customary Conference Sarmon 
and lecture. l regret that war conditions ms.lee ~ndatory 
a reduced con£ erence and progr~un, but ,,e ',OJ& to u. e up 
for it next year . I will be ha~~y to recommend your name to 
the Executive Board when it comes to make u its program tor 
the 1946 Conrerance. 

With all good ·11iehes~ I remain 

~ost cordially y~urs , 

AHS sBK 



May 1, 1945 

CCAR MEN PHYSICALLY DISQUALIFIED FOR CHAPLAINCY 

OFFICIALLY 

1. Leo A. Bergman, Rockford, Ill. 

2. Samuel A. Berman, Jersey City, N. J. 

3. Louis Binstock, Chicago, Ill. 

4. Maurice J. Bloom, Newburgh, N. Y. 

5. Sidney M. Bogner, New York, N. Y. 

6. William G. Braude, Providence, R. I. 

7. Norman H. Diamond, formerly at USO-JWB - now in Chicago, Ill. 

8. Frederic A. Doppelt, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 

9. Herbert E. Drooz, Wilmington, Del. 

10. Abraham H. Feinberg, Youngstown, O. 

11. Abraham L. Feinberg, Toronto, Canada 

12. Adolph H. Fink, Spokane, Wash. 

13. Samuel Glasner, Philadelphia, Pa. 

14. Abram V. Goodman, Davenport, Iowa 

15. Alan S. Green, formerly at Troy, N. Y. - now in Houston, Texas 

16. Leonard A. Greenberg, formerly at New Rochelle, N.Y. - now in 
USO-JWB 

17. Milton Greenwald, Evansville, Ind. 

18 . Julius Kerman, Lorain, o. 

19. Sidney Kosofsky, Bloomfield, N. J. 

20. Irving M. Levey, Brockton, Mass. 

21. Samson H. Levey, formerly at Selma., Ala. - now in Chicago, Ill. 

22. George B. Lieberman, formerly at Wheeling, W. Va. - now in 
Canton, o. 

23. Joshua L. Liebman, Boston, Mass. 

24. Alvin S. Luchs, Salt Lake City, Utah 

25 . Meyer Machlis, Valley Stream, L. I., N.Y. 
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26. Samuel H. Markowitz, Elmira, N. Y. 

27. Leonard J. Mervis, formerly at Pensacola, Fla. - now in Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

28. Jacob J. Ogle, formerly at Lincoln, Nebr. 

29. H. Goren Perelmuter, Johnstown, Pa. 

30. Bertram E. Pollans, formerly at Uniontown, Pa. - now in 
Williamsport, Pa. 

31. Paul Richman, Washington, D. C. 

32. Theodore S. Ross, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

33. Nathaniel S. Share, New Orleans, La. 

34. Louis H. Silberm9.n, formerly at Cincinnati, 0. - now in Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

35. William B. Silverman, Gastonia, N. C. 

36. Phineas Smeller, formerly at Joplin, Mo. - now in Chicago, Ill. 

37. Joseph M. Strauss, formerly at Helena,Ark. - now in Chicago,Ill. 

38, James A. Wax, formerly at St. Louis, Mo. - now in Glencoe, Ill. 

39. Jacob J. Weinstein, Chicago, Ill. 

40. Harvey E. Wessel, Tyler, Texas 

41. Herbert J. Wilner, st. Petersburg, Fla. 

42. Louis M. Youngerman, formerly at College Park, Md. - now in 
Savannah, Ga. 

43. Allan Tarshish, Hazleton, Pa. 



May 1, 1945 

CCAR MEN PHYSICALLY DISQUALIFIED FOR CHAPLAINCY 

UNOFFICIALLY 

1. Saul B. Appelbaum, formerly at Cincinnati, o. - now in Miarni,FJa. 

2. Herbert I. Bloom, Kingston, N. Y. 

3. Samuel M. Blumenfield, Chicago, Ill. 

4. Leon I. Feuer, Toledo, o. 

5. Newton J, Friedman, Austin, Texas 

6. B. Benedict Glazer, Detroit, Mich. 

7. Ariel L. Goldburg, Charleston, W. Va. 

8. Emanuel Green, formerly at Worcester, Mass. - now in New York, 
N. Y. 

9. David L. Greenberg, Fresno, Calif. 

10. Saul Habas, formerly at Pittsfield, Mass. - now in Natchez,Miss. 

11. Irving Hausman, formerly at Steubenvj_lle, o. - now in Portland, 
Ore. 

12. Nathan Kaber, formerly at Philadelphia, Pa. - now in Jackson, 
Mich. 

13. Max Maccoby, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 

14. Levi A. Olan, Worcester, Mass. 

15. Henry Rabin, Los Angeles, Calif. 

16. I. Shalom Ravetch, Long Beach, Calif. 

17. Henry A. Schorr, New York, N. Y. 

18. David H. Wice, Newark, N. J. 

19. Arthur Zuckerman, Seattle, Wash. 



Qtolumbia itnitttrsitp 
in tbtUCitp of Ntttt ! ork 

[NIIW YORK 27, N, Y.] 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

Doctor Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at l1nsel Koud 
Cleveland, Uhio 

Dear Doctor Silver: 

May 1, l.145 

Thank you for your note of April 25. I sna.11 do my best 
to prepare a paper for tne Con1e ence, altnough I am not 
sure that 1 shall be able to attena. As I have written 
to you upon a~cepting your invitation, Im f be forced to 
send you the manuscript to be read by somebody else . 

When is the aendline for the subm ssion of manuscripts for 
inclusion in tile Yearbook'i Under the press re of tne worK 
at the ena of the academic year I mtiy not be able to pre­
pare my paper in · ts final form before June 26 and ma.y 
wis1 to revise it thereafter . 

Wit kinaes regards, 



[cmph\ Qioucnant nf l-,lrart' 
FOUNDED AUGUST 21 , 109 

Office of the Rabbi 

Dr. Joshua Tracht nb .g 
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. .,, 

LEON J, GOODMAN, P1111:a1DSNT SAMUEL M. QUP. M.A., RA••• 
AIITHUR E, LOEB, 811:CIUTAIIY 

Wemple Jsrael 
BIIYDll:N ROAD AND 19TH BT, 

COLUMBUS 8, OHIO 

Tll:Llll'HONS P'Allll"AX 7838 

Uay and, 1945 

Dr. Solo. on B. Freehof, 
4905 Fifth Avenue, 
Pi tte blrgh, Pn, 

Dear Sol:-

I received a letter from Duke rgol1a in!oming 
me of he action of the Executive Board in refer­
ence to the reco endntiona of the Committee on Re­
lief and Su: ventions. I am glad that the Board ap­
prove them all. 1 am also happy to learn that 
since Dr. Horodetzky is oomplet6ng a scholarly 
work the Boactd voted to give hi a subvention of 

150.00. 

You Will be interested 1n know1n that our Committee 
gave the ut oat oons1derat1on to ery name that was 
presented for Relief. I have• during the pa.st year, 
gathered the d t au on hich the Co~.m1ttee took ac­
tion. 

Are you. still interested in that book store ide 7 
If so, I 111 continue thering information for 
you. Plese dgiae. 

With heartiest greetings to your dear 1fe and your­
self from Ruth and myself, I am, 

Cordially, 

P~ 
S G&dr 

(Oopy to Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver) 



. y , l 5 

Dr . c E. • re son 
~04 .o~ _ ce 

co1i, G • 

'" dear ... 1bi rcu ona 

Dr . ci lo • B rvn ~ -sin a letter to ~e, n 
is t adl!n for t 1 .... f. ood~sion or , .. j;S.na cri ts 
incl s_on in t he Y ·rbook? Un er t he reseure of 
or at t~e .d of t~e c emic err y not be 

to rep re my puper in it~ f11,'4l fonai uefore June 
may- ish to r vise it t; '·4e . ec.i.fte1., ." 

·111 you please 
ue¥tion ao t ~t I ma 

1th all ood 

IS a BK 

ive "th 6.t• • r to his 
rite to him? 

VarJ cordi lly · our , 

en 
or 

the 
ble 

• 6 and 



OFFICERS l9'44- 19411 

SOLOMON e. FREEHOF, Preilident 
Pitt~bu ,•gh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice• Pre ident 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
t. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E MARCUSON, Administrative s cretal"J 
Mncon. ,a. 

SIDNEY L . RttGNER, Financial Seer tar:, 
Rending , Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

EXECUTIVll BOARD 

MAURICE J . BLOOM, Newbura-h, N. Y. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUOE, Providence, R. I. 
STANLEY R . BRAV, Vicksbura-, Ml11. 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN, Chattanoo&"a, Tena. 
ALAN S. GREEN, Troy, N. Y. 
JAMES G. HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ARYEH LEV, Washington, D. C. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ALBERT G. MINDA, 114inneapoli1, Kinn. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, CbicaKO, Ill 
HARRY J. STERN, Montreal, Canada 
LOUIS WITT, Dayton, Ohio 

May 5, 1945 

Dear Colleague: 

The Executive Board of the Conference met in Cincinnati Tuesday, 
April 24. We had a regular meeting dealing with a variety of Conference 
matters, but especially took up the urgent problem of the change of ad­
ministration now that the Office of Defense Transportation does not 
permit conventions to take place. 

Our problem was this: the Cons ti tut ion requires that no president 
shall serve more than two terms. We usually ch&ngc ternls at a convention 
(although the Cons ti tut ion merely says that officers shall be elected by 
ballot). No convention will be permitted by the government if there are 
more than fifty people attending. We have to change administration and 
we wanted to hold a convention but we did not know how to select fifty 
a~ong our members who may attend. M3ny org3nizations have simply had 
their executive board decide such matters including the constitutional 
changes of administration, but we felt that this would not be proper in 
our Conference. 

What the Executive Board decided is as follows and we are asking 
you to vote your approval or disapproval ot this action: the President 
will appoint a Nominating Committee at once. This Nominating Committee 
will propose a slate of candidates and this slate will be sent to you as 
if you were present at a convention. That means that you have the same 
privileges as at a convention. I1f you wish to make an alternate nomina­
tion after you receive the slate you may do so, ev n though, as you know, 
this has almost never occurred. 

We will have a two and a half day meeting of what we will call the 
"smaller Conference." This will ~onsist of fifty members selected as 
follows: the officers and the Executive Board, which is seventeen, the 
chairmen and vice-chairmen or secretaries of the committees of the Con­
ference to total fifty. 

· Two papers will be read; all the committees will report; the 
President will read a message. Thus, we shall have a conference al­
though only fifty can attend. Our business will be transacted and we 
shall have a Yearbook. 

We would like to vote your approval or disapproval of the above 
action of the Executive Board. The decision will be by the majority of 
all votes cast, but we would like to hear from as many as possible. Would 
you be kind enough to answer immediately because we have a great deal to 

do before the Conference can convene and we need to get started at once. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

~Id-~ 
President 



OFFICERS 1944-194~ 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, Pre ident 
Pitt bur h, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVE:R , Vi•<> •Pre•i lent 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLI • Tr a · ur .r 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON , Admin i tra tive S•.cretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Finimchl l?'C:'Ltary 
Readinit, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

204 BUFORD PLACE 

MACON, GA. 

May 7,1945 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

E.105th.St & Ansel Roa1 

Clevelani,Ohio 

near Colleague: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

MAURICE J . BLOOM, )-cwbur h, N. Y. 
WILLIAM G . BRAUDE, Provi1lence, R. 1. 
STANLEY R . BRAV, Vick b·trg, 11 8. 

ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN, Chnttnnooi:a, Tena. 
ALAN S. GREEN, Troy, . Y. 
JAMFS G . HELLER, incinnati, Ohio 
ARYEH LEV, Wu~hington, D. C. 
JACOB R . MARCUS, incinnnti, Ohio 
ALBERT G. MINDA, Minn1:111>oli, Minn. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Chic ~o. Ill. 
HARRY J . STERN, :Montre,tl, CunaJa 
LOUIS WITT, Da ·ton, Ohio 

Replying to the inquiry in your letter of 

May thir1 I think you can tell ryr.1aron thnt the paper 

must be in my h~nis by September first so that it will 

not ielay the publication of the Yearbook. 

IEM/jf 

Cor1'ially yours, 
r 

1Cru 
Isaac E.Marcuson 

Secretary 



NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BoARD 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF YMHA's, YWHA's and JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS 
MEMBER OF THE UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. l U. S. 0.) 

FRANK L. WEIL, President IRVING LEHMAN , Honorary President LLOYD W . 
DINKELSPIEL, MRS. WALTER E. HELLER, CARL M. LOEB, Jr., DONALD OBERDORFER 
WALTER ROTHSCHILD, MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG, Vice-Presidents MAX W ILNER, 
Treasurer • MERWIN R. HASKEL, Ass't. Treasurer • JOSEPH ROSENZWEIG, Secretory 
RALPH K. GUINZBURG, Ass't. Secretory LOUIS KRAFT, Executiva Director 

ARMY and NAVY COMMITTEE 
WALTER ROTHSCHILD, Chairman; COL. MAX R. WAINER, Vice-Chairman; 

BENJAMIN RABINOWITZ, Director 

Committee on Army and Navy 
Religious Activities 

Rabbi David de Sola Pool, Chairman 
Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, 

Administrative Chairman 
Rabbi Louis M. Levitsky, Vice-Chairman 

and Cl.airman, Executive Comm1ltee 
Robbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Vice-Chairman 
Chaplain Max A. Braude 
Robbi Max D. Davidson 
Robbi Will iam Drozin 
Robbi Solomon B. Freehof 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tenple 
East 105th Street at nsel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear bba: 

145 EAST 32nd STREET 
NEW YORK, 16, N. Y. 

LExington l-4949 

May 9, 1945 

Chaplain Joshua L. Goldberg, USNR 
Robbi Herbert S. Goldstein 
Rabbi Robert Gordis 
Robbi Abram M. Granison 
Robbi Jomes G. Heller 
Rabbi Leo Jung 
Rabbi Simon G. Kramer 
Robbi Leon S. Long 
Chapla in Aryeh Lev 
Robbi Joshua Loth Liebman 
Robbi Edgar F. Mognin 
Robbi El ias Margolis 
Lt. Col. A. A. Melniker 
Chaplain Emanuel Rockman 
Chaplain Bernard Segal 

Thanks for your note informing me of the 

arrangement s f or a '*miniature" conference this yea:r. 

I understand the conditions and realize that there 

would be no occasion for the customary Conference 

Sermon and lecture. 

Lt. Col . Morion A. Seiden feld 
Chaplain Charles E. Shulman, USNR 
Robbi Milton Steinberg 
Rabb i El kon C. Voorsanger 

Rabbi Phil ip S. Bernstein 
Executiv~ Director 

It is likely that I will arrange to be in 

Atlantic Citv for the session and I hope to see you 

at that time. 

With best wishes. 



Dr. Joahua Traohtenbera 
Tem,Pl e CoTenan t or Pe:ic• 
E&ston, Penna. 

Dear Dr. Trac,htenberc1 

ben th progru of the Cen\ral Conference of 
Alller1oan iabb11 wa■ tire\ 41aouaaed your naae wa1 
men\loned 1n connection wlth the 1945 program ot the 
Conference which eae to include two ~•pttre on Antl­
Semi t1r and the Statue of th• Jen of au-ope in tbe 
Poat-.ar World. IY1denU7, the progftll com■llt .. , at 
a sub• qu.ant meeting, _rn1ae4 the prograa and reduced 
th 11u1iber of paper, •1 thou\ 1ntor111n,; me. 

Aa I underatand 1\ now, there will be onl7 one 
paper read on the eubJ•ol that b7 Proteasor Salo B~ron. 
I hop• that the Conference UT b&Te the pleaeure of 
l!atening to paper :from 70u in the Tel7 neu future. 

1th 11 good wiahe1 1 I remain, 

fery cordlall7 7'0ura, 



Dr. Salo •• B· ron 
Columbia University 
Ncr: :tork, 27, . Y. 

y de r Dr. Barons 

, 101 l 45 

In re ly to j"our kind 1 t ter ot ~a 1 s -
I in4uired cL Ra1b1 arcuson, ecret ry of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbia and he informs 
me that Cont rence Papers should b in his hands by 
September 1st so th tit 111 not delay the public tion 
or t e Yearbook. 

1th 11 good wishes and l opin j that Is all h ve 
the pl asure of seeing you at t Conf rence in tlantic 
City, I re in 

Cordi lly ro r, 

A. Sa K 



OFFICERS 1944 - 1945 

SOLOMON B . FREEHOF, P r 1.ident 
P itt~burgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVl!:R, Vice-Pre,iden t 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s . MARGOLIS, 'frea urer 
St. Paul, iinn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSO"I , A<lminh:.rative (•ere 1"1 

Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER , Financi I Seer tar:, 
Reading, Pa. 

0 

r , 1: 

l 

pl t~ 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Z04 BUFORD PLACE 

, 
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MACON, GA. 
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EXECUTIVIE l!IOARD 

MAURICE J . BLOOM, Ne,Ybur h, N . Y. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Pro\: idence, R. 1. 
STANLEY R. BRAV, Vick, burg, 1111 •. 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN, hattnnoo a, Tena. 
ALAN s . GREEN, Troy, . Y. 
JAMES G . HELLER, incinnnti, Ohio 
ARYEH LEV, Wa ·hing ton, D. C. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinna ti , Ohio 
ALBERT G . MINDA, Minnl!lll)Ol is, Minn. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Chien o. Ill. 
HARRY J . STERN, lontrcnl , Ca ada 
LOUIS WITT, D:iy ton, Ohio 

J t 0 

I w er tood 

1 con -
111 'e 

C o . t. 

'ic.n e1' in vol T• 

O""raphed the 

re e '7 

er . ·.l .J e .,onvent1:on nd 

o e nue r pcrto 'ein u ed 

ouotin th r jct ... co n ti na. Ir w 

rooed re, It ln 

h V 

... eport sh01 1 

en 

• 
dopted 

b7 the Cont r nee" or soret in to that ettcot. 

Co 1 ly ·- • ra, 

I C .Ka oueon 

Copy t bb1 11 er. so et 't'J 



LllON J. GOODMAN, Plll:81Dl:NT 
ARTHUR E. LOEB, 81:Clll:TAIIY 

Wemple Jsrurl 
BIIYDl:N ROAD AND 19TH ST. 

COLUMBUS !S, OHIO 

Tl:Ll:,.H0NII: FAllt,.AX 7838 

Kay 10, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
i. 105th St. and Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear A'bba:-

SAMUl:L M. GUP, M.A., AA■■I 

I note what you have written about the Confer­
ence. I think the decision is wise in every 
sense. As Chairman of the Relief and Subven­
tion Committee I shall be on hand and vote for 
you as the next President of the Conference. 
Congratulations. 

With personal regards from house to house, I 
am, 

Sincerely, 

~~ 

SMG:dr 



OFFICERS 11143-11144 

SOLOMON B . FREEHO F , P resident 
Pittsburg h, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVE R, Vice- PresiJent 
Clevela nd, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON , AJ m ini , trat ive Secretary 
J\I acon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REG NER, Fin ncia) Secretary 
Rea ding , Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

May 15, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVlt BOARD 

SOLOMON N . BAZl!LL, L ouisville, K:v. 
MAURICI! J . BLOOM, N •wburgh, N. Y. 
PHILIP D . BoOKSTABER, Ilarrisburir, Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Prov idence, R. I. 
JAMES G . HELLER, Cinc innat i, Ohio 
JULIU1J MARK, Nashville, Tenn. 
ALBERT G . MINDA, Min neapolis, Minn. 
LAWRENCE w. SCHWART Z, White Plai ns, N. Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERM.-.N, ll alt imure, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, J oplin, Mo. 
HARRY J . STERN, Montr al , Ca nad 
SIDNll!:Y S . TEDESCHE, llrook ly n, N. Y. 

Marcuson has done the usual good job of scheduling the 
program. He must have already sent it to you. If not, he w:i.11. 
He has, however, Trachtenberg on ednesday night. I believe that 
you and I spoke about leaving the Trachtenberg paper for next 
year. In that case we can finish the business either Wednesday 
afternoon or Wednesday night and have the Executive Board meet­
ing for the evening. Please discuss this with Marcuson before 
the program is printed. 

I need not tell you what a delightful time I had in 
Cleveland. rhenever I come to Cleveland or whenever you come 
here to Pittsburgh I always feel that we do not see each other 
enough. 

As ever, 

SBF:LS 



~ .' 15, 1U45 

Dr. Solo on B • .Fr ehot 
4905 Fift.. e ue 
Pitt. ~ h, • 

st 
Hes 
sho 
pa s 

ola 

I am nclosing letter • ich r ceived 
from Dr. in t ul + o ? 

t o r of o~r O' ldr..:m 
t orve s Vi.; e- r t . s .. iould 
t hi ? 

I lso r.: ting • arcuson l> u 
or '"ra..:htenb1..r 's per. Do ~ u t in -
substitute wO et! it £ r it, vl' r 
the Conf ,enc ednu • ,4f 
the .aetinb oft .e 
Thursd ornin ? 

ith all god ish s, Ir Chin 

SaBK 
Enc. 

ever 'ours , 

urn 
for 



a l<l, 1946 

bbi Is o rcuaon 
204 Buford Pl c 
aeon, Ga. 

y dear bbi rcuson: 

I rec 'ved co,.> ot the ro r or the 
CCAR ,etin . It loo s ~1r· ht. Tr c ten erg ill 
n t re d hie P er on • n sda ev n1n • You y 
rec 11 t t e rec n idered invitin him to rite 

uch P p r t inkin th t • nin ' e nd wa.lo ron' s 
P pers ould enough. y invite him, if .e ish, 
for next year. 

Th t le vea lednesd ev n1n fr e. Ital ed 
t 1 tter th Dr. Fr ehot la t unda hen he a 
h re, and e botr £ 1th tit would e esir bl 
to conolude the Con! r n e ed e~d y -ternoon and 
hold our eoutive Bo· • eetin t. ts evening. 
Th t ht ve d y or o e oft Bo rd ers. 
" t t ink about 1 t? 

11th 11 good ri la , Ir main 

V r cordi 11 ors, 



OFFICERS 11143-11144 

SOLOMON B . FREEHOF, Pr 8ident 
Pi t t i.burg h, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVE R, Vice-Pre,,hlen t 
Clev land, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. P aul, Minn. 

ISAAC E . MARCUSON , Administrative Secretary 
Macon , Ca. 

SIDNEY L. RE G NER, Financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

4905 FIFTH AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

ay 17, 1945 

Dr. Abba liillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SOLOMON N . BAZELL, L ouisvillt, Ky. 
MAURICC J . BLOOM, New burgh, N. T. 
PHILIP o. BOOKSTABER, H arri bur~. Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, P rov idence, R. I. 
JAMES G. HELLER, Cincin nat i, Ohio 
JULIUS MARK, Nashville, Tenn . 
ALBERT G. MINDA, Minn eapol is, Minn. 
LAWRENCE W. SCHWA RTZ, W hite P la ins, N . Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTER MAN, Ualt im<Jre, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, Joplin, Mo. 
HARRY J. STERN, Mon t real, Ca nada 
SIONl!Y s . TEOESCHE, Uruok lyn. N . Y. 

With regard to Singer's letter, Felix Levy knows 
exa.otly who would be agreeable to you as vioe-president and 
he will propose it to the committee. If I were asked the 
question which Singer asks, I would say that since the Confer­
enoe stand is that a man can deoide his own point of view on 
Zionism or non-Zionism the question of a man's opinion on that 
issue is irrelevant to the ~ominating Committee's work. We 
will not do any Houstonizing in the Converenoe and disfranchise 
a man because of his politioal opinions one way or the other. 
I do not need to put words in your mouth, but what I mean to 
sa~ is that an nswer of this kind. based ~on tne exact stand 
of the ~01ferenoe. will not ~revent tne n minatiun of tne man 
whom you wish. 

bout the second paper, 1 doubt whetl er you oan bet 
anybody to write a worthwhile paper between now and the oonfer­
enoe. One paper will be enout h. 

I need not tell you what a grand time I hand in 
Cleveland. I always do. 

As ever, 

SBF/rms 



OFFICERS 1944-194!5 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, Presiden 
Pitt burgh, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

MAURICE J . BLOOM, Nc,vb111 h, N. Y. 

WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, l'ro\'id nee, R. I. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-l're-iuent 
Cl veland, Ohio 

STANLEY R. BRAV, Vick burg, ile . 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN, hnttnnooica, Ten ■. 

ALAN S. GREEN, Troy, N. Y. 

HARRY s . MARGOLIS, Trea-urer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

JAMES G. HELLER, incinn.1 i, Ohio 
ARYEH LEV, Wa~hington, D. C. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSO!'l, A 1:1ini trative Cl t r 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

204 BUFORD PLACE 

JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinn . 'i, Ohio 
ALBERT G. MINDA, l\hnne1111oll , llinn. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER- Chicago. Ill. ,lacon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Finnnd I ~ !' tar:, 
Reading, Pa. 

MACON, GA. 
HARRY J . STERN, "'.\1ontrenl, ', 11 ,I 

LOUIS WITT, Dayton, Ohio 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

E.165th.St and Ansel Road 

Cleveland,Ohio 

lJear Colleague: 

May 17,1945 

I was rather amazed to get a letter from Freehof this 

morning in reply to mine sending the program which · 

also sent you t~ have him state that you hai never asked 

Trachtenberg to write his paper. You will recall we 11s­

cussed at the Executive B04rd meeting whether these papers 

are to be read or merely printed in the Yearbook an1 oot 

a wor1 was said about the writer not having been asked. 

Just what is the situation? In the next week or so 

I have to print the program if we are to have them printed 

an1 I certainly understood that we were to have these 

two papers. If we do not have the Trachtenberg paper 

then Wednesday evening would free for the Executive Board 

meeting but we have to know so that the men can make their 

railroad reservation which can't be made the last minute. 

Cordp•u;;: 

Isaac E.Marcuson 

IEM/jf Secretary 



OFFICERS 1944-1948 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Tr a urer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Adm inist ra live Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. Rll:GNER, Financial Secretary 
Readina-, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

204 BUFORD PLACE 

MACON, GA. 

·1e .1r }oll 9$1 ·ue: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

MAURICE J. BLOOM, Newburgh, N. Y. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUOE, Providence, R. I. 
STANLEY R. BRAY, Vicksburg, Ml••· 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN, Chattunooira, Tena. 
ALAN s. GREEN, Troy, N. Y. 
JAMES G. HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ARYEH LEV, Washington, D. C. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ALBERT G. MINDA, Minneapolis, Minn. 
PHINEAS &MOLLER, Chicaito. IIL 
HARRY J . STERN, Montreal, Canada 
LOUIS WITT, Dayton, Ohio 

I ·1m '7nclos1 nu her€ ,,1th o list of those ·!1ho ·1re 
oxpi:;ctc. 1. to :.~ cni u sy-,oll convention of t~o Gentrnl 
Confar~nco or •.• ... ,~ric·-.n ·Llbhls to be hol i. :.1 t Iiotcl 
J"b~ls ·J :~, .tl'lntic .:;1ty '" ' .J. ,June rs-28. If you '1r{} ~~~ir• 
n~n o ·- co . 1 tt~~ plor ae ..:,et you.r report, 31:.:;:1c1 by a. 
r ,i jor1ty of 7>"'·' r cotrii·11ttc'3, into r:y r"lnis not l ;·\ t<3r th-:.in 
Jun~ l.Sth. ,ao th.:. t yo,ir report c ·-~n to t1imoo~raphed uni 
s~nt out to th:. r..~mbors. 

IF Y,. J ")Q ,, (). PL 1!! 1"0 '1'.'TE !1 1l'J E oor ,TE · '!1l i..°'l1 . Lie. ,_' E 
-r-·o"T1I t•'Y 'l' Ti: '"!·.v :_,_·t•. ~y P' tOi .. PTL'. 50 T:, rr co1,·h orr,,:~.t? h "8t~7bEt-t 
(' ' 1 '"l"l"' 'J.' ..,o-~· •:n · )I • ,.,-. ... , - . I • 'Im..., , 
I,} .i ., v f ; ..... ' • ~ :.. .. v 1·. . 1 • - · ' ·L J I :. • 

·\.s ~ommi tt~e Ch:;J.rnc.n you can nu.rn~ o.nother fY'.embor 
of your Go'.'runi ttc,3 to uttond: if you io, ple ,.1ue notity 
thB ss crs t :,ry ~~1 vine:; the f\ •tt-10 of y ur o.l terna t'3. 

·e ~ant to nrrance so th ·.t 1s mnny men ~s possible 
c 'ln ·:i t t9n i. 

Enclos~i t"1n1 seal~ of sp~c1ul prices at Choldaa. 
Jor"!inll y yo1lrS, 

· -.9 J 11 .,_ c__ £ J1 I tq ~,,...,.__,.,. 
Isc.t1c E.i..urouson 

Ii.L./jf Adm1n1str:.it1ve ~oorot,:ry 

Committee Ohn1Mnn 0·1n only nnme an al ternr. te it 
th~y c,1nnot ·1 t ten 1.. 



a 20, 1945 

Rabbi I aac E. rcuaon, Secretary 
Centr 1 Conr r n e or erican Rabbi 
204 Buford Pl ce 
!aeon, GQ.. 

dear Rabbi rcusona 

In re 1 , to our letter f. , 17: - t . re 
ill be no Tr cht nberg Pkper d e 111 hol e • eoutive 

Board eetin n ednesda. ev 1n 1n te~ or Thursd y 
morning. 

1th all ood isle, I re in 

Ver~ cordi 1 yours, 



OFFICERS 19 44 - 19 45 

SO L OMON B. FREEHOF, President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLE L SILVE R, Vice-Pr ;;ident 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Tr a•urer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCU SON , Adminht1utive Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L . RE G NER , Fina11cial Secntar:, 
Reading, P a . 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

O FFIC E O F ADM I NISTRATI V E SECRET ARY 

204 B U FORD PLACE 

MACON, GA. 

May 21st, 1945 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, E.105 St. at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

l)ear Colltagu.e: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

M A UR ICE J . BLOOM , Ncwbur h, N. Y. 
WI L LIAM G. BRAUDE, Providence, R . I. 
STA NLEY R . BRAV, Vicbburg, Mias. 
A BRAHAM F E INSTE IN, Chnttnnooga, T ens. 
A L AN S . GR EEN, Troy, N. Y. 
J A M ES G. H E LLER, incinnati, Ohio 
AR Y EH L E V , Washington, D. C. 
JAC O B R . MARCUS, Cinc innnti, Ohio 
ALBERT G . MI N D A, Min ncn1101i , Minn. 
PH I N EA S SMOLLER. Chicni:o. Ill. 
HA RRY J . STERN , ,fontr al, C ndJa 
LO UIS WITT, Dayton, Ohio 

I have your letter of May 16th, and from it 

I learn that Trachtenberg's paper was canceled but that Mag-
__ __.--_ -

nin will present his on Good Will. I was under the impres-

sion that you had said tha t you h a 1. not asked Magnin to write 

his p,per this year. However, if he is going to present this 

pap9r, it will not alter the program. He will have to read it 

on Nednesiay night, unless you think that Salo Baron and Mag• 

nin can crowd their papers into the same evening. It would, 

however, leave very little time for discussion, and I am wonder­

ing how a paper on Economic Reconstruction and Goo1 Will muld fit 

in together and lend themselves to a common discussion. 

Upon receipt of this letter, pleas8 let me know 

whether Magnin is going to present his paper, whether you think 

it c:m be squee~ed in on Tuesday night or whether you think we 

ought to hold Wednesday night for Magnin's paper? 

I want to get out the tentative program as early 

Cooy:Dr. S.B.Freehof 

Cord'f-, ~~y- yours , 

r ~ -
1. E. Marcuson, Secretan 



a · ~5, 1945 

&i.bhi Is c E. ~· rcuson, cret~~ 
~ ntral Conf nee of weric n bbis 
204 Bur rd Pl ce 

c n, Ga. 

t de r Ra i . • cuson a 

• 

ill no 1 eliv r ny , per on 
Good ill. 1e rte ome onthe o t . the did 
not f el th th could come t b~caus or 
transport ion difficulties, etc. T nl.l:., per 
t en ~ t e need e room or i... ot lo 
L ron. ' I el1eve, the afore, t. t . c ~ti of 
the Executive Bo rd c ell t ,. 1 ce on edne d 

VEllin • 

• 1th 11 go i3r.cs , i. re in 

V ry cordi ~l 1our , 

, SaBK 
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June 1, l 5 

1~s Adele • Downey 
Hotel Chelsea 
Atlantic Cit, N.J. 

de r ''i D Mieya 

I plan to ttend t.e ma tin , of The Can ral Confe ence of ricti.Il Rabbis June 25 through June 28. I ul ~ _ppreci te it if you ould reserve for e in• le rem .:.!.th rivate bat t 
6. 50 daily. If .{ou ve a s 11 uit e I ould pr fr t.·t. 

Ver sine 1 yours , 

AiIS: 



OFf-' ICIE:RS I 8 44 - 111 415 

SOLOMON a. FREEHOF, President 
Pittsbur1rh, Pa. 

ABIIA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-Prel:.iden t 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Tr a ·urer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l ■AAC E. MARCUSON, A<lmini trntive S1:cretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. RSGNll:R, Financial Secretar, 
Readinir, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

204 BUFORD PLACE 

MACON, GA. 

June 6,194 5 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

E.105th.St & Ansel Raod 

Cleveland. ,~hio 

De r Colleague: 

EXECUTIVE IIOARD 

MAURICE J , BLOOM, N wburgh, N . Y. 
WILLIAM G . BRAUDE, Providence, R. I. 
STANLEY R. BRAV, Vick burir, Mill. 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN, Chnttnnooaa. ~n•. 
ALAN s. GREEN, Troy, N. Y. 
JAMES G . HELLER, Cincinna ti . Ohio 
ARYEH LEV, Washington, D. C. 
JACOB R . MARCUS, Cincinnat i, Ohio 
ALBERT G . MINDA, Minnea polis, Minn. 
PHINEAS &MOLLER. Chicnito. IIL 

HARRY J , STERN, l\1ontr a l, Canada 
LOUIS WITT, Dayto n. Ohio 

.Voul you kindly have your secretary complete the 

enclos ed lette for me. I am asking Dr. 

Baron for a brief outline of hi s paper for publicity. 

yours, 

ll 
/ ~ 

Isaac E.Marcuson 

I EM/jf Secret" ry 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

ON THE BOARDWALK jlTLANTIC Q(1TY, N~. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

June 6, 1 45 

~- 105th Street at Ansel rload 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

In accordance with your letter of June 4th 
directed to Miss Downey, we are pleased to 
hold a single room with bath, at the special 
rate of 6.50 daily on the European Plan, 
for your occupancy commencing June 25th to 
June 28th during the Central Conference of 
.American Rabbis. There are no suites available. 

Please be assured of our evecy attention for 
your comfort and enjoyment. 

BET-D. 

Bennett . Tousley 
General Manager 

We Have Our Or.on Fireproof Convention Auditorium 
Equipped with tage, motion picture booth, amplifying address system, ballroom, and serta of 
banquet and committee rooms, having facilities for handlina conventions ranalna in size from SO to 2000. 

OPEN ALL YEAR 
SEA WATER BATHS 



JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
WEST SIXTY- EIGHTH STRE ET 

N E AR CENTRAL PAR K 

NEW YORK 

23 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June 7, 1945 

I have just received a copy of the 
official ballot of the C.C.A.R.1being the 
report of the Nominating Committee. I am 
sure that your own election will be, as it 
ought to be, unanimous, but I desire you 
to see a copy of a letter which I have 
addre sed to Rabbi Freehof. Inasmuch as 
you are to become the Preoident of 1tlte _ 
Conference, I wish you to know how ~ 
officers and alumni of the Institute 
rightly feel with respect to the report 
of the Nominating Committee. 

I am, 

SS 1: HR 
Encl . 

Rabbi Stephen S. Wise 



Dr. Solomon B. Freehot 
4906 Fitth Avenu 
Pittaburgh, Pa. 

Dear Sols 

23 

June 7, 1945 

I am not only amazed, but I am aoat pa1nt\llly hocked 
bJ the reoetpt thia ■orn1ng or the orr101al ballot or the oa1-
nat1ng Committee or the CCAR. lly aaaoc1 tea, -- Dr. Ooldate1n, 
Rabbi Cohan, Rabbi Klein am. Rabbi Oran1aon -- join•• in proteat 
aga1nat the untriendlJ and unjuat cbaraoter or th report or the 

ollinating Committee. The Je 11h In t1tute o Religion baa or­
dained and graduated 166 ■ n. I happen to know that the aug­
geation ••• aade that a graduate or the Inatitute at laat b 
eleoted one ot the ot .1cera, and not be merely repr • nted by a 
aellber or meabera ot the Executive Board. 

ParaonallJ, I ■uat re.rue to vote, exoept1ng that I 
deaire to have 1t on r oord that allot ua, ot courae, tavor 
the election ot Dr. Silver. But•• o nnot with aelt-reapeot 
vote rear attar year £or a re ort wh1cb 1na1lta the Jew1ab 
Inatitute ot Religion,•• th1 ■ report doea. DX%UXDDXD» 
JU~DDXmX»QY.DlllllU»ux~ml~ 
~SlX~llJ}ID'X~lUl~XlDWt1'lll'X1IUXmJOOl:UDlllXllln1111. Perbapa 
it would be juat aa well tor the Conterenoe trankl7 to ea7 that 
no sraduate ot the Inatitut ahall bav an7 part 1n the oon­
duot ot the at air• ot the CCAR. That ould be al.moat ■ore 
aat1etaot017 than the 1nault1ng arr nsement which the report 
propoaea. 

In the light ot th 8111b rah1p or th aduatea ot 
the Inatitute 1n the Conterenoe am the aerv1oe ot nearl7 
t1tt7 men 1n the ar■ed roroea; nd the d1at1ngu1ahed aervloe 
ot n7 ot our men in the leaderah pot oongr gat1ona through­
out the oowitr,, I regret that the Confer nee pera1ata in 1ta 
virtual boycott, with a very taint rea rvat1on, or the Inatitute 
and lta AlU11111. Aa the Pr aldent ot tm Inatltut, I proteat 
•• e rneatlJ aa I can agalnat the 1nv1dioua and, Ir pat, 
ln ult1ng treatment ot 18& Aluani ot th Inatitut. 

SS 1RR 

I am, dear Sol, with peraonal sreet1nsa, 

PaithtullJ 70ura, 

Rabbi Stephen • 1■• 



OFFICERS 1943-1844 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, President 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasu rer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAINS 

IN COOPERATION WITH THE 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

EXECUTIVE BOAl'ID 

SOLOMON N . BAZELL, Louisville , Ky, 
MAURICI! J . BLOOM, NewburQ"h, N. Y. 
PHILIP' 0. BOOKBTABER, Harrisbur , Pa. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUOE, Providence, R. I. 
JAMES G . HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
JULIU'J MARK, Nashville, Tenn. 
ALBERT G . MINOA, Minneapolis, Minn. 
LAWRENCE W. SCHWARTZ, White Plains, N . Y. 
ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN, Daltimvre, Md. 
PHINEAS SMOLLER, J oplin, Mo. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. AND THE HARRY J. STERN , Montreal, Canada 

COMMITTEE ON ARMY ANO N.AVY RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES SIDNEY S . TEDE&CHE, Hrooklyn, N . Y. 
OF THE JEWISH WELFARE BOARD 

RABBI LOUIS I. EGELSON, SECRETARY 

MERCHANTS BUILDING 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

RABBI BARNETT R. BRICKNER, CHAIRMAN 

8206 EUCLID AVENUE 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

June 7, 1945 

At the meeting of the CCAR Committee on Chaplains here April 
25, 1945, there was a full discussion with reference to the changes 
of pulpit that are taking place at the present time. It was felt 
that men who have not been disqualified for the chaplaincy should 
not seek promotion while their colleagues are serving in the chap­
laincy. 

The Committee resolved that the attention of congregations 
that have pulpit vacancies be called to the fact that we have a 
Set of Principles on the subject. The rabbi desiring to make a 
pulpit change at this time is to have clearance from the Chaplain­
cy Committee. 

Rabbi Freehof suggested that we ask each member of the Execu­
tive Board of the CCAR not to recommend rabbis to permanent pulpits 
unless these men could have the clearance of the Chaplaincy Com­
mittee. 

I am therefore sending you herewith, for your information and 
not for publicity, the names of the CCAR men who were physically 
disqualified for the chaplaincy, either officially or unofficially. 

With kind regards, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

y ' ,7_ ::7 tc, 
Secretary 

CC.AR COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAINS 
LE:EF 



LEON J. GOODMAN, PR1:•101:NT 

ARTHUR E . LOEB, SECRl:T,.RY 

IDemplr 1J11rnel 
BRYDEN ROAD AND 19TH ST. 

COLUMBUS 5, OHIO 

TELEPHONE FAIRl'AX 7838 

June a, 1945 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Abba:-

S AMUEL M . GUP, M . A ., RA■•• 

The Rabbinical Pension Board has not received the $500 
from the Estate of Fannie Shaw, Newburg, N. Y., which 
was definitely given through the Conference f or Pen­
sions, nor has it received the approximately $1000 from 
the Leo Marks Estate, Columbus, Ohio, which was bequeathed 
to the Conference and which the Executive Board promptly 
upon its receipt allocated to the Pension Fund, where it 
rightly belongs. Personally, I do not think that these 
definite legacies were intended to be included in the 
$150,000 which the Conference turned over to the account 
of the Rabbinical Pension Board. These are sums in addi­
tion to the $150,000, which I ,Aold belong to our Pension 
Board. I hope that you will agree and that the $500, 
plus the $1000 approximately, should be placed in the 
account of the Pension Board. 

I am pleased that the Union made a start at its meeting 
held on last Sunday to increase our Pension funds account 
by donating $2500, and that during the next year or so we 
shall receive also an additional 35000 from Mrs. Ralph Mack. 
My pleasure arises from the earnest hope that within a 
reasonably short time after the war, when things settle 
down in the Rabbinate, our Pension Plan can be reviewed 
for the purpose of increasing the supplementary grants, 
that is, the extra grants to men of 35 years of age, or 
above. As it is now, men who are especially in the a ge 
levels above 45 get a mere pittance in the way of annuities 
from our Plan as compared to those who are in the younger 
years. To accomplish our purpose we need c~tal funds and, 
therefore, I am very anxious that this account shall be in­
creased as rapidly as possible. I hope that you agree with 
me and that without much ado these legacies will be turned 
over to our Pension Account. 

If this matter requires Executive Board consideration, will 
you please see that this will be done at its forthcoming meet­
ing in Atlantic City. Kindly let me hear from you. 

Wi th heartiest regards, I am, 

Cordially, 

if~ 
SMG:ez 
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June 11, 1945 

Dr. ~te hens. ,1 e, Pre tdent 
J ish In titute of eli ion 
, e t Si ~ty-E hth 'tr ut 
N. York ·3, N.Y. 

de r Dr. isea 

I c o led e t:~ r ceipt of ur letter or 
June 7. I re ret t u t t ,.e Tradu .... tas of t ne J ·ish 
Institut of Religion e not ade~u·tely repre e1ted 
on tl e bal ot submitted b· the . omin ting Co t tee or 
the C~C~ . R. I h n t to do t t e lection. 
oft e o~in~ting Corr.mittee nor I c nsulted · s to 
the _ eople t no nu.tad. I eel, ho ev r, t t t · ◄re 
is merit to your criticism and t lGt in the future, 
consi erlition ould be i en t or e ui~ble 
representative • 

I reca l tlmt l t e so e o t. lumni 
of th Je ish In titute of ~11 ion compl ined bout t ir 
lack or re res .ntation on t ro~raJD of t'e Conr rence. ~ 

c inn nor • Pro~r Co ittee, 1 ought to recti it 
this y ar bJ invitin Rabbi P11ilip rn tein to deliv r tle 
Conf rence Lecture, and ?rofe sor Salo J ron, am mer or 
t.e Boar of the Institute, o read one or the t,o Papers at 
t Conf ence . 

V r ' sine r 1 ours , 

·.saBK 
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1254-16th Street 
Newport News, Va. 

June 19th, 1945 

Dr. Solomon Freehof 
Temple Rodef Shalom 
Pittsburgh 
Penna. 

Dear Dr. Freehof, 
This may seem a strange request but I would appreciate 
your having my name placed on the Chaplains Committee 
of the CC.AR. If,due to then w o ficers to b lv te, 
this request will not come under your jurisdiction, may 
I ask that you hand it over to Rabbi Silver. • 

I am desirous of servin on the om tte hich I be­
lieve should have the service of men who have seen 
active service with men in the field. I am sure I speak 
for the men still in unifonn in ma ing this request. 

As you know ther are ·1ow· three of us who are available 
for consideration i.e. to serve on some committee of 
the conference. I feel free to extend this thoue:,ht to 
you. 

Mv best greetin0 s and all ood wishes for a successful 
conference and a hap~y summer in which my wife joins. 

er 
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Centra l Conference of A merican Rabbis 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

PR IDEI\T-Abba Hillel Silver 

V1CE-PRE ... IDEN!f-Abraham J. Feldman 

A M. ECRETARY-Laac E. Marcuson 

FI ~A ~CIAL uECRETARY-Sidney L. Regn r 

TREA RER-Harry S. Margoli 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

flt H rbert I. Blo m 

Solomon B. Freehof 

S. Felix Mendel ohn 

David Po1i h . 

David Wice 

Bernard Zeiger 

EXECUTIVE BO RD OF THE UNION 

Jam s G. Hel1er 

Leon Fu r 

Leon Fram 

Re~pectfu11y ubmitt d, 

Jacob Singer, Chairman 

A. V. Goodman 

F lix A. Levy 

Phinea moller 

Jacob Wein tein 

Cornmitt e on Nomination . 

Any m m r ha a right to off r other names for the variou offices. If you ha"e any addi-
ti nal nominations pl n writ in th narn and return thi ballot promptly to I a c E. Marc:uson, 

x 722, Ma on, Ga. All nam will vot d on at the mall convention at Atlantic Citr, . J., 
Jnn 27, 1945. 



OFFICERS 1944• 1114!5 

■OLOMON a. FRU!HOI", President 
Pittsbura-h, Pa. 

A••A HILLEL SILVl:R, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

HAIIRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

IBAAC E. MARCUBON, A dmin istrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY .... REGNIER, Fina ncia l Secr etar 
Readina-, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

204 BUFORD PLACE 

MACON, GA. 

PROGRAM 

The genP.ral theme of the program 

EXEC UTIVE BOARD 

MAURICE J . BLOOM , Nc•wburgh, N. Y. 
WILLIAM G . BRAUDE , Pru\ltll'IICl', R. l. 
STANLEY R . BRAV , Vicla,bllrJ.:, Mi~~-
ABRAHAM FEIN S T E IN , Chall lllOO •a, 10111. 

ALAN s . GREEN , Troy , . Y. 
JAMES G . HELLER , incinna i, Ohio 
ARYEH LEV , Wa.-hington, D. C. 
JAC OB R. MARC US , int"innati, Ohio 
ALBERT G . MIN DA, :'1Iin11,•apuli , .Jinn. 
PHINEAS SMOLLE R , Chicui.;o, Ill. 
H-ARR Y J . STERN , 1\lor tr al, Cnnntla 
LOUI S WITT, Dayton. Ohio 

Spiritual Reconstruction of the Jews of Europe-Salo Baron 

Anti-Semitism- Joshua Trachtenberg 

Good Will -Magnin 

Conference Lecture- The Returning Soldier- Philip Bernstein 
G Conference Sermon- Samuel up 

Saturday Afternnon 

A Program of Jewish Music- Braude and Singer 
., 

Thursday Evening- Opening Se . sior -President's Mes sage. 



DR. ABBA ABRAMS 
RAaa1 

THE JACOB H. SCHIFF CENTER 
BUILT ANO MAINTAINED BY VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

2510 VALENTINE AVENUE 

NEW YORK 58, N. Y. 
TILl,.HON• 

SEDGWICK 3•2849 

lnUDY 

FORDHAM 7.2,774 

June 26, 1945 

Rabbi Solomon Freehoff 
Pres. Cen. Conference of American Rabbis 
Hotel Chelsea 
Atlantic City, N.m. 

Dear Rabbi Freehoff: 

Enclosed is a copy of proposals for tenure which the Board 
of Jewish Ministers is submitting to the Rabbinical Assembly 
Convention and to you for discussion, amendment and approval. 

Sincerely yours, 

~(JL~ 

RABBI ABBA ABRAMS 

GS 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR TWENTY-ONE YEARS 
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B'NAI B'RITH 

<9ffice of the {jJrPsident 
HENRY MONSKY 

OMAI-IA NATIONAL BANK BUILOINO 

OMAHA. NEBRASKA 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland , Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi 0ilver : 

July 2nd, 1945. 

I was very pleased to learn, through 
the news service, that you ,uere eJro ted 
to and accepted the presidency of the 
Central Conference of erican Rabbis. 

The Central Conference has such tre­
mendous potentialities, some of which 
I am sure, under your fine leadership 
will be realized . 

I wish to extend my congratulations and 
profound g ood wishes for a successful 
administration, and to assure you of our 
desire to cooperate wjth you in any way 
we can for the ultimate benefit of the 
cause of our people . 

s1;rrely yours, 

~ltl~ 



RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, D . D. 

THE RUSKIN APARTMENTS 

120 RUSKIN AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA , 

r . Silver - page two -

o • I ·rill tel 1 you my opinion of the matter , a. t 
least my first reaction . 'l'he c se is !ilmost parallel to 
th erger - Brickner case except for the fact th• t tephen 
ise cticl not send this material in letters to the memb rs 

of' the concrer:atio s 01 th.: u ·e;rieved rabb is , out i:ublis ed 
it in a b ie pcrio ·cal . This involves th cue~·tion o 
th freedom of the press . 1- 1 it ic 1 cc: ndidatos attack each 
other much more virulently ; nevertheless , for one colleu. 6ue 
to call upon the con regation of nother colle ~ue to epose 

im ( in v:ord s to that effect) is certainly not in uccordo.nce 
ith the Rabbinical ..!;thi..,s . 1 f course , nother element is 

involved . This cuse i o close , lthough there are differ ­
ences, to the Berger - Brickner case t • t if ~e do not t~ke 
it up , v,e would lay ourselves open to ra e charges of 
P' rt i san in ·ustice . I believe that I s 10uld dil·ect mil 
and his committee to take up the case ·ind stud it . The ir 
re art will then be brought to the .:Xecutive Board 1:1.nd •Je 
lill have an opportunity to pass u on their re ort . 

Let me havo your opinion md reuction to the whole 
matter . i'h is i ·-tn informal and unoffici 1 letter from me 
to you , nd so yo r letter wi 1 be to me . 

Lil iun oins me in best wishes to Virg • nia and 
yourself . 

"ith best wishes , 

sever , 

SBF . ls f ~ 
,ncs • 

. s . I wrote the prayer for the martyrs an over rcuson • s 
strong protests v·c will include it · n the 1emorh, l Services . 
It wi ll interest you to know that I bused it upon the rnyer 
for the ten r.iartyrs , "Ele Ezkero . " The f''rst s even lines 
ure inu. Davi • s tr nslation of" "le zker o ." ~. i l ou 
please return the pra rer to me bee· use it is the onl r copy 
I have . 

S . B. F . 



THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
Hon. Secretary: THE HON. LILY H. MONTAGU, 0.8.E., J.P. 

THE RED LODGE. SI PALACE COURT, LONDON. W. 2 

16th July 1945 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

I want to convey to you on behalf 

of my • ecu.tive Committe our sincere 

congratulations on becoming the Presiaent 

of the Cent.ral Conferenc,e o.f American 

Rabbis. I very .much hope that we shall 

have the pleasure of co-operating closely 

with you during your term of office in 

order to further the work of the World 

Union of which the Conference is one of 

our most important constituents. 

'1th greetings and all good wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 



THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 

OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

[Sponsors of THE JEWIS H CHAUTAUQUA SOC IETY] 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th at sel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

JESSE COHEN, President 

600 E. 21ST ST., BROOKLYN , N. Y. 

August 23, 1945 

On behalf of IT\'{Self personally and the National Federation of 
Temple Brotherhoods, I want to take this, my first opportunity, 
to drop you a note to extend hearty congratulations on your re­
cent election to the Presidency of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis. I feel suro that not only you have been honored 
by this high post, but in turn, the important body of the Con­
ference is privileged and strengthened by your recent election to 
the Presidency. The CCAR, too, deserves congratulations. 

As a member of the Union Board, I am sure that you are fully 
acquainted with the work of the National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods . The NFTB was created by the Union for the strengthen­
ing of the Union and surely, those in the key positions in the 
Union are eager to see the fullest possible development of the 
program covered by this Synagogue-minded group of men. 

In your key position now, as Pre ident of the CCAR, we are 
also eager to have your hearty endorsement of the NFTB . Since 
the Brotherhood connected with your ovm Congregation has not been 
affiliated with the National for many years, we are most desirous 
to see its reinstatement as a member of our groving body. The 
membership of the NFTB at the present time is the lar~est in its 
history and durine the past two years, has increased in individual 
manpower by 5O/o over its previous high . 

Before contacting the leaders of your own en's Club, we 
would deeply appreciate a letter from you containing your candid 
reactions to our program. If you believe in the National affilia­
tion of these Brother hoods and Men ' s Clubs, I am sure that the ex­
pression of such a point of vie!/ would have a gr eat bearing on the 
attitude of your own men for I know how highly they respect and 
value your opinion. 

Furthermore , in the past the various residents of the Central 
Confe r ence have been, in most cases , very friendly to our work which 
has enhanced the relationship between our bodi es and has furthered 
the possibility of mutual cooperation in the strengthening of the 
Synagogue . 

'ith personal regards and eager ly looking forward to hearing 
f r om you , I am 

J C: UJI 
Sincere l y , 

_:::i~,,a..,,..,_,,.~ -v-



PROPOSALS roa mou 

'!he following proposal• ue being aulNllitte4 tor considera­
tion an4 appro-,al ,o '11• lewiah Theologioal S.ainar7 ot Aae:rio • 
the Rabbi Iaaao Klohanan Yeah1Ya, '1le Inat1tute ot Religion, 
th• Hebrew !heologioal Ooll•s• and the Hebrew Union Coll•s• •• 
wll aa to tba Central Oonterenoe ot American Babbie, the 
labbinioal Oounoil ot Amlrioa and the Babbinioal Assembly of 
Amerioa. 

!he underaigned her•b7 •ci-e• with eaoh other to recognize 
the Rabbl Who 1• in poaaeaaion ot a pulpit a• entitled to 
tenure atter haying been re-elected twio• by his oongregation, 
or haying Nned in tha, pulpit a period ot more '1lan 3 yeara. 

II. 

!he underaigned also hereby ap•• not to recommend a can­
didate to an7 pulpit whioh la oooupied by a Rabbi ot whose poai­
tion 1• in question beoauae ot d1tt1oult1•• with the oo.Dgl'eption, 
unleaa and until auoh pulpit is deolaNd •aoant ·by the Rabbinical 
Placement Commi,tee to whioh said Rabbi belongs. 

III. 

'l'h• reapeot1•• Babbinio bodi•• agree to eatabli■h Plaoeunt 
Oommitt••• (or Rabbi and Synagogue Co.mm.itt•••) who■• duties 1• 
will be to oonaid.er any and all problea which may aria• between 
the Rabbi and hi• oongregation. Wure ~• problema are auoh 
that the Plaoe•nt Oomm1. ttee teela it to the interest• ot tbl 
congregation that the oongregation obtain a new Rabbi, then aaid 
Plaoement Oo.mmittee will deal.are the position ot aaid Rabbi a■ 
Tao nt and open to oandid t••• Other Rabbinio Plaoemen, Committees 
will than be tree to reooaa.end their oandidatea. 

Should the Plaoement Committee dealing with the problems ot 
ita Rabbi tind that '1le Babbi ia entitled to tenure and that the 
dittioulties do not juatity a ohange, ita deoiaion regarding that 
pulpi, shall be honored by the other respeot1Te bod1•• and no 
candidate ■hall be reoo.mmended or allowed to apply tor the posi­
tion in queation. 
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Dr. James G. Heller mad his remarks before a resolutions were presented; 

ready to issue 

• as a matter 

of the wur, 

atriotic duty, a quie son discussion o~nism in this country. The 

been prevailed up.✓io defer the publication of s uch 

It did not, howe er, promise to refrain entirely from i ssuing one. 

Dr. Heller said that while he agreed with other leaders of the American Jewish 

Conference that yielding to the pl~a of postponing the session of the Conference ,ould 

have been a calamity for the cause of Jewish unity, he nevertheless was of the opinion 

as a Zionist, that the statement on Palestine to be issued by the Conference should be 

couched in moderate teums. " " An extreme Palestine resolution, he emphasized, mieht be -regarded as a violation of the spirit of the conversations that were conducted vith 

representatives of the State Department, and that the l atter might then feel free to 
• 

issue the statement on Palestine which it had preps.red. 

The term "Jewish Commonwealth," the speaker indicated, "has lent itself to some 

mi~understanding." Even the Zionists, who know what they want and mean by a Jewish 

Commonwealth, have expressed themselves thus far only in abstract terms, without 

sufficiently clarifying the "concrete political recon,~endations." The speaker, therefore, 

suggested that this Conference shall set up "a committee on Palestine which •.• shall formulate 

further statements to be brought as recommendations to further meetings that may be 

held before the cessation of hostilities." 

From 
ORGANIZATION AND PROCEEDINGS OF FIRST SESSION OF 

American Jewish Conference - 1945 

pg. 159, 140, 141 
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The Union decl res t1 tits function is to interpret, int in nd 
ro ote Reform Jud(41sm and reaffirm itP loy lty to its spiritual our oses. 

The Union decl res it sense of ello ship .1th all Isr el and 
11 a sociute itself 1th ull orthy and pr ctic~l effort designed to 

a.melior·te t e tr ic pl1Jht of orld Je;ry ~nd, therefore, continues to be 
emb r oft e eric.....n Je i h Conference , upon the conditions entioned 

belo. 

B c u~e in~ econ re ~tions oft: e Uni n r re d· v ~r 0 ent opinion 
on tle uestion of Zionia, t e Uni >n r cognizes the ri ht of e~ch individ 1 to 
det rmine his o .n attitude on this controvorsial uestion. 

Therefore, the Union s nor , niz~tion, is unable to a woci te itself 1th 
tho3e _· rt OL the P· lestine es olution of the ~ric~n Je · ish Conference ich 
call for exclusive Je ish control of i ~r~tion into P 1 ti &nd t1e est.bliahment 
of J sh Co on. 1th. 

The Uni n• . osition on P 1 stine h·s been st ith 
reaffirm the Re olution p ~swd • t the Co tt ~e~~ .h e 
recoG~end~tions .er~ subse~uentl 1 ratified bite i a o he Union, 

follo sa 

1. Provision sh 11 be de for 1 rge- cale i,nm.igr tion into 
P· lestine regul ted in coop • tion , i th t e Je ish ,. ency 
for Palestine b ch a concert of n tions as s ... ull be 
establi hed fter the ar. 

2. Palestine sh 1 remain under t e t e ardship of this concert 
of nations until it sh 11 become possible to st ·.bllsh self­
government ithout jeopardizing the ri Thts ors ts of any 
group in Pale tine. 

5. Such overnment shal be democr tic nd non-sectarian, 
modelled upon t .. e ov rnments of the democrutic nations. 
There shall be compl~te epar tion of Church and Sts.te . The 
inviolability of t he Holy P ces oft e vurious religiou 
sh 11 be ~ r nteed • ._,, 

e call up our congreg ions n their memb s tor lly 1fyally 
tote su of e Union. 

e f ther solv th t copy of this reso ution be forwa 
to the Americ Je ish Conferen c :ith ere uest t t they comm 
it tote co titu nt embers o the eri un Je la Conf .rence 
kno n through -thei publication . 

-----
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

TO THE 

FIFTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

OF THE 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

To the Central Conj erence of American Rabbis, 

COLLEAGUES: 

Almost two months have passed since the victory in Europe. 
We think back on that great event with gratitude to the Lord of 
Hosts. We never doubted for a moment that evil would be over­
thrown and that justice and decency would triumph. It was only 
a question of how much time and effort the process would require. 
Now that victory has come, our gratitude is blended with pride. 
We are proud of our beloved country for the manner in which the 
victory was won. Without abandoning our civilian spirit, without 
militarizing our thoughts and brutalizing our emotions, we con­
fronted the armies of a nation which had taught its young people the 
love of war, the contempt for mercy and justice and the glory of 
dying in battle. We have remained as we always were, a peace­
loving, life-cherishing people, yet, having met in battle the most 
militarized people of Europe, we out-fought, out-generaled and 
defeated them utterly. 

We are not surprised at the victory; but as we look back we are 
still somewhat surprised at how peculiarly we reacted to the glad 
tidings. We were strangely calm. There was little of the wild 
rejoicing which marked the end of the last European war in N ovem­
ber 1918. In a few large cities there were some spontaneous celebra­
tions on the day when the news was unofficially divulged. On the 
next day and also on the following Sunday, services were held, and 
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quiet, sober moods prevailed. We had longed for this victory, we 
dreamed of it through the bitter years of Nazi triumph. Yet, when 
the victory finally did come, we lacked the emotional exultation 
which the great event required. For this curious sombreness there 
is some explanation. The very fact that the emphasis this time was 
not on street celebrations as it was a quarter of a century ago, but 
on religious worship, is to some extent responsible for the quiet 
mood. We sat in our houses of worship side by side with those who 
had been bereaved by the war. How could we rejoice in the pres­
ence of their sorrow? And as for us, children of Israel, we were in 
the shadow of the memory of death. We could not forget even for 
a moment the millions of Jews done to death in the murder camps. 
How then could we sing songs of victory while weeping by the waters 
of Babylon? Then too all Americans knew well that great and 
arduous campaigns in the Pacific still lay before us, that our soldiers 
now returning would not be re-entering civilian life but would be 
coming home only for a brief furlough preliminary to new battles 
and new dangers. 

We will look back for many years on this sombre celebration and 
each succeeding year, as the pain of our sorrow is gradually assuaged, 
our appreciation of the victory will increase. We will realize that 
while the world war was only half won, yet actually the greater of 
the two evils had been overcome. When the Nazis were defeated, 
the chief source of Nazi propaganda was stopped, the center was 
destroyed from which were spread bitterness, hatred and cruel 
prejudice into the hearts of men everywhere. The Japanese have 
powerful armies of skilled and fanatic soldiers but they never had 
a propaganda which was successful for long even in Asia for all the 
Japanese plea of Asia for the Asiatics. Not for a moment could 
Japanese propaganda be effective in the United States or in England. 
But the Nazi world propaganda, concocted and financed and even 
recruited in Germany, was constantly and dangerously successful 
with many, many thousands within the democratic lands. The 
Japanese are only an external antagonist, the Nazis were an internal 
foe. The Japanese threatened our national security, the Nazis also 
threatened our national sanity. In defeating Germany we defeated 
not only an enemy but an evil. 
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As the years go by, the world will see this more clearly. The 
rejoicing on May the eighth will not be an ephemeral one as in the 
case of past victories hilariously celebrated but will grow to be a 
permanent commemoration. We are grateful now for the help 
that God has given us. We know that in the future we will continu 
to appreciate more and more how great was this deliverance. As th 
Psalmist implies: "This, now, is the day which God ha mad , and 
in the years to come we will rejoice and be glad in it." 

The victory in Europe came during th thirty day period of 
mourning for Franklin Delano Roose elt. We thought of him 
reverently on the day of triumph and our hearts paid him homag . 
Long before our country had come to a definite conviction of th 
world menace of Nazism, he saw clearly that this evil power was 
an aggressive force which needed to be quarantin d for the saf ty 
of the world. When Great Britain stood alone, the la t beleaguer d 
redoubt of liberty in Europe, it was he who helped England obtain 
food and munitions of war. Before we oursel e nter d th 0 worl 
war, he prepared for what he saw was inevitable by building up an 
army and navy for our national defense. When the war began it 
was he who was largely responsible for the r ation of an Alli d 
Chief of Staff, coordinating the work of th lli to a d gre that 
had never before been attained in any military alliance. He mad 
some of the great decisions of larger strategy. Perhap mor than 
any other man in the world, Franklin Roosevelt was the architect of 
this victory. 

He was more than a great war-tim.., pre iden t, he wa a far-vL ion d 
social reformer. He came to th presidency when our country wa 
in the depths of economic collapse. He reviv d he national courage, 
reorganized the national economy, gave new social security to the 
masses of workingmen and women of our country, proved to the 
millions of our citizens and to the world that democracy was no 
mere heritage of a dead and gone era of superficial liberalism, but 
was a creative force which can a apt itself to changin time not 
only to preserve the boon of political lib rty but to aid the multitud 
of men and women in their pursuit of happin . He made our 
democracy strong, re-won for it the allegiance of millions who had 
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lost faith in its possibilities. Thus he was prepared for the time 
when, in a crisis, embattled democracy, united in heart and hand, 
could overcome the might of organized tyranny. Therefore we 
longed for his message in the day of triumph. During the long 
dark years, we had anticipated that day when his strong confident 
voice, like a high clear trumpet, would announce the triumph of 
liberty. The triumph came but his voice was forever stilled. 

At the time of his death, the President of the Co11ference tele­
graphed to Mrs. Roosevelt an expression of the sympathy and 
condolence of the Central Conference. Now, at this first meeting 
of the Conference since Franklin Roosevelt's departure, I recom­
mend: 

That the Conference send to Mrs. Roosevelt appropriate reso­
lutions, suitably engrossed, an expression of our sympathy 

I with her in her bereavement and our sense of loss in the 
death of this great man in whose departure the world has 

been bereaved. 

As long as the Nazis were victorious and had prospects of per­
manent victory, we could not even have dreamed of a free and 
united world. But now that the Nazis are defeated, the Allied world, 
even before it has gathered its resource for a concentrated attack 
on the Japanese enemy, is proceeding wi h the spiritual and social 
reconstruction of the world. Before the war against Japan is in full 
stride, the great meeting for a world Union was convoked at San 
Francisco. All the ancient difficulties which had prevented world 
cooperation in the past were, of course, present at this conference. 
The influence of the powerful nations without whose willing help 
no stability can be attained, the confidence of the smaller nations 
without whose security no justice can be achieved, the rights of 
historic groups who have no world political status and yet have 
rights all over the world, the clashing interests of certain geo­
graphical regions which need or demand special consideration, the 
difference in attitude between different types of governments and 
economies, all these problems, ever present in the world, confronted 
the delegates at San Francisco. Only this was new and it was 
crucial - a firm resolve at last to convert into reality the dreams 
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first voiced by the prophets of Israel that nations hall no longer 
lift up sword against nation. It was in order to achieve this, that 
the conference had to struggle with the old problem of teaching 
"the lion to lie down with the lamb." 

Many urgent problems have not been dealt with at San Fran­
cisco. We must look to the successive conventions for justice for 
the people of Israel. The rights of Israel in Palestine must not be 
diminished. They must be expanded and fulfilled. The rights of 
Israel all over the world to justice and to peaceful citizenship mu t 
be secured. All such urgent problems will be, we trust and pray, 
fairly and successfully dealt with in the conferences that are to 
follow. But at San Francisco, the world, in the midst of war, has 
found the will and the way to build a machinery for perman nt 
international cooperation. The machine is new. It will creak and 
stop and occasionally break down, but it now exists and can be 
constantly improved. May God grant that it produce "an abun­
dance of justice and peace," "asseres sholom v'emes" (Jeremiah 33 :6). 

The work of our Conference is deeply jnvolved in the war effort. 
All conferences are affected by the diffi.culties in war transportation 
and therefore we must hold, as we are holding now with permi ion 
of our membership, this smaller conference. But we ar affected 
by the war e.ff ort in a more fundamental way because of th fact 
that one hundred and thirty of our total membership of five hundred 
and thirty are in the armed services serving as chaplains. When 
we reflect that during the last war six members of our Conf rence 
(out of a total of eight Jewish chaplains in the armed ervices) 
served and in this war out of a total of two hundred and sixty-six 
Jewish chaplains, one hundred and thirty are members of the 
Conference, we realize how extensive is their service and what a 
large proportion of our active membership is in the armed fore s. 
There is bound to be a certain mood of tentativeness in all our work, 
a sense of waiting for their return in all that we do and propose 
during these war-time Conferences. While our colleagues do not 
ask for our thanks, since they are performing what they deem to 
be their duty to their country and to the Jewish men in service, 
nevertheless our Conference wishes again to express the grati-
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tude which it will always feel for the sacrifices these colleagues of 
ours have made and our great admiration for the work they have 
achieved. 

It is my conviction that an injustice has been done to our chap­
lains by many who have spoken in their behalf. Certain Anglo­
Jewish newspapers have given the impression that there is great 
discontent and unrest among the Jewish chaplains in service. It 
has been presented to the American public in some newspapers 
and to us at various meetings that our chaplains are brooding 
constantly over their own future, being always worried about their 
post-war ta us. This is untrue and quite unfair. Of course our 
colleagues in he chaplaincy think occa ionally about their civilian 
statu but they know that they are in a war an~ their main thoughts 
are about the war and their duties in it. They are thinking of the 
men they are serving, of comrades who have died, of men who may 
yet die, of he sick in the hospital, of the awesome danger of battle 
and the perils of the seas and the air. It is a libel to describe our 
chaplains as being obsessed with the problem of their own post­
war jobs. Our chaplains are being possessed by the thoughts of 
their present tasks. They are being absorbed in their s nse of duty. 
They are not thinking of themselves, they are thinking of the men 
whom they are serving. 

This statement is made not only as an act of justice to our chap­
lains but also with reference to the future of the Conference. We 
must not build up a sense of resentment among the men who have 
served and who still are serving so selflessly. We must not induce 
in them a feeling that they have special interests as against those 
of civilian rabbis, special interests which should express itself in 
special organizations. Our chaplains are our colleagues. They are 
part of us and will always be a part of us. When their worK is over 
in the army, they will be rabbi just a· are the rest of us. They 
will neither wish to glorify their military past nor will they desire 
to build up any special future status upon it. We want no rabbinical 
American Legion in the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 

Confident that our men are not, as has been unjustly described, 
in a state of morose brooding about themselves, it is our responsibil­
ity who are at home to see to it that there hall never be a justifica-
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tion for any resentment on the part of our chaplains v n though 
we are sure that such re entm nts, should they ari , will not b 
permanent. Our Chaplaincy Committee and our Em rgency 
Placement Committee are meeting regularly, planning and working 
in behalf of our chaplain . Their reports will be giv n to th on­
f erence in due course. Our colleagues in the armed s rvic can 
rely upon their colleagues at home that our d ires for justice and 
fair dealing will translate themselves into prop r opp rtuniti for 
the chaplains when they return. We only a k tho who di cu 
and debate this matter and tho who have r pon ibili y f r h 
Anglo-Jewish press to be careful that, in their ardor for n plan 
or another, they do not do an injustice io the magnific nt • If­
sacrifice of our rabbis in the chaplaincy. 

Many of our men have already been in • rvic for a numb r of 
years. Their work has been arduous, as the w rk of all hapl· in 
has been arduous in this war; but the work of th J wi h hapl in 
is especially difficult. Jewish men are scattered in mall numb 
over large area . Even though we have many time exc d d th 
quota set for us by the military authoriti s, th re ha 
enough Jewish chaplains to co er the a t distanc in ol , d. 
Many Jewish men have n ver ·een a Jewish chaplain. H n l! \ ' 

are constantly making efforts to get mor chaplain . This ff rt 
must be steadily maintained. However, the task i g ttin17 be 
more and more difficul . While the wide cattering o[ J wish m n 
makes it nece ary to have mor and more J wish chaplains, th 
fact that we are a com aratively small community in America limits 
the number of rabbis av ila le for ser ic . \Ve hav long r ached 
the point where our ci ilian r ligious life has beens riously hamp r d 
by the lack of rabbis at home. The task of chaplain-procur m nt 
becom s, ther fore, incr a ingly di cult, an it i on1y by th 
endless effort of our ch pl· incy committ un er th d oted 
chairmanship of our colleague, Barnett Briel n r, that more chap­
lains are obtained. In fact we have a con tant truggle in our com­
mittee between the needs of the armed forces, which can n ver be 
completely met, and the now crucial n eds of our home Iron . 

There is perhaps a new emphasis which we must now make in 
our recruiting of chaplain . Many of our coll agues have been 
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serving three years and more. Many of these are older men and have 
families and congregations at home waiting for their return. The 
army, we are informed, is not likely to demobilize more than an 
occasional chaplain now and then. It is likely that these men will 
remain in service for a number of years. This is a heavy burden on 
our older colleagues, an unjust burden since many of them were the 
first to volunteer. 

I, therefore, recommend that, in cooperation with the committees 
representing other groups in the C. A. N. R. A. and the 

II ArmedForces, our Chaplaincy Committee plan a system of 
recruiting younger chaplains to take the place of veteran 

chaplains now in service. Perhaps an unofficial point system similar 
to the one now in use in the Armed Forces can be devised whereby 
we can determine which chaplains should first be permitted to 
return. In this way we shall strengthen our religious home front and 
do justice to many of our older chaplains who are willing now to 
return. 

This year marks the twentieth anniversary of the founding of 
the Synagogue Council of America. The Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, which has always exerted an influence towards 
cooperative endeavor among various groups in American Jewish 
life, is to be credited with the founding of the Synagogue Council. 
Rabbi Abram Simon, in his presidential message at the convention 
of the Conference in Cedar Point, Ohio, June 26, 1924, declared 
that the time had come for all the Jewish religious forces of America 
to find ways of cooperating and achieving increasing comradeship. 
The Conference endorsed the spirit of Rabbi Simon's message; and 
in January 1925, Rabbi Simon, at a meeting of the Executive Board 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, presented a Res­
olution, in accordance with which the organized Conservative and 
Orthodox groups were invited to meet with the Reform Jewish 
groups on June 9, 1925, for the purpose of finding ways of active 
cooperation. As a result of this meeting, the Synagogue Council 
was formed. The Conference, therefore, as initiator of the Synagogue 
Council, extends its congratulations to the Council for the work 
that it has accomplished, for its increased activity during the last 
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four years, and expresses to the Synagogue Council its earnest 
good wishes for further growth and usefulness. 

In order that the Synagogue Council may continue to progr 
its work must be carefully guided, particularly nowadays when it 
activities have largely expanded. There is always some danger in 
the rapid expansion of an organization. It may expand in the 
wrong direction and develop lines of activity which may be harm­
ful to its future. Already serious questions have ari en with regard 
to the new work of the Synagogue Council. There have been ome 
objections to the fact that the Council has directly taken up c rtain 
specific tasks in individual communities, that it publish c rtain 
material paralleling the material published by some of its memb r 
organizations, that it has appealed to welfare funds for contribution 
and thus can become independent of the support of the con titu nt 
organizations. 

We have come to the point in the history of the Synagogu 
Council where great care and study are required. Is it corr ct, 
for example, is it within the terms of its original reference for the 
Council to come into direct contact with the individual communi­
ties? Was it not the original intention that the Council should d al 
only with referred actions rather than initiate actions of its own 
accord? Was it not the intention that the Council should b a 
consultative organization rather than an ex cutive organization, 
coordinating the activities of its constituent bodies when a request 
for coordination is made rather than be an independent, executive 
organization originating Jewish religious action? It may be, of 
course, that the original intention has been outgrown and that a 
time for a change in the status of the Council has come. If so, such 
change should not occur through neglect or inadvertance, but should 
consciously and with clear intention be initiated. On the other 
hand, it may be that it is undesirable for the Council to change its 
original line of action. At all ents, the matt r mu t now be care­
fully studied. 

I, therefore, recommend that a Committee be appointed whose 
membership shall include some of our present delegates to 

III the Synagogue Council and some of the delegates of past 
years who are acquainted with the question, to survey and 
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study the work of the Council in relation to the original plan and 
its present activities and to make recommendations to the Confer­
ence with regard to the activities of the Council for the future. 

A few weeks ago Volume II of the Union Prayerbook Newly 
Revised has been sent to the members. One or two small changes, 
which will not affect the pagination of the book, may still need to 
be made. We often have made some changes between the first 
printing and the second. These matters will be discussed during 
the report of the Liturgy Committee before this Convention. The 
Volume has been warmly received and has met with commendation 
on the part of many of the members who have written in to the 
Chairman of the Committee. The completion of Volume II repre­
sents the end of a decade of work on the part of the Liturgy Com­
mittee. The Committee, which has worked so faithfully, has earned 
the thanks of the Conference. 

In spite of many war-time difficulties, our Pension system has 
by now been well organized and is working. The organizing of the 
Pension system involved a drastic depletion in the funds of the 
Conference. This fact suggests a new activity for the Conference 
which may assist the Conference financially, help the Pension Fund 
and be of direct value to the members of this Conference and their 
congregation . Our Conference members buy a great many books 
of Jewish and general religious nature during the year. These books 
are purchased chiefly from private book concerns. Our members 
also write books which are published by private publishers. These 
book stores and publishers, of course, make profit on these various 
transactions as they are entitled to. There is need, however, of an 
additional agency, both for the sale of books and for the publishing 
of works written by our members. 

Every large and many smaller religious denominations in Amer­
ica have their own book concern and publishing hou e, or are closely 
affiliated with a special religious publishing house. Our colleague, 
Samuel Gup, at my request, has written to the heads of these denom­
inational book concerns and publishing houses and has interviewed 
many of them personally. It becomes clear from his investigation 
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that most of these businesses are in a flourishing condition and 
their profits are generally turned over to the Pension Fund of the 
denomination. 

It would be a valuable thing if we had such an organization. 
Books would be sold to members for their own us or for the librari 
of their congregations at a discount. Book would b published 
in behalf of our members at smaller expense than they could be 
published by private publishers. Lists of books of J wish and of 
general religious interest could be sent to our member and the 
profits would go to our Pension Fund and thus increase th amount 
of pensions of our members. In other word , th m n would buy 
the books they need and simultaneously help maintain th ir own 
pension. 

I, therefore, recommend that a Committee b appoin d by the 
Conference to meet with a similar committe appointed by 

IV the Union of American Hebrew CongrelJ'ation to con ider 
and plan for the organization of the Conference-Union Book 

Concern. The Conference and the Union re pectively shall retain 
their full rights in their present publications, th Conference in the 
Union Prayerbook, Union Hymnal and similar publications, th 
Union in the text-book publications and in other publication , al­
though the Conference-Union book concern may erve a one of the 
selling agencies for these books. The chief purpo e of the Conference­
Union Book Concern shall be to sell books of all kinds to the mem­
bers of the Conference and their congregations and to publish books 
in behalf of the memb rs. The profits of the Book Concern shall be 
donated annually to the Joint Pension Fund. 

The American Rabbinical schools are planning to expand th ir 
activities. It is becoming increasingly clear that Jewish life in 
America require , b ide th rabbinat , o her type of prof sional 
public service such as executives for civic defen e organizations, 
teachers in departments of Jewish Studies at variou colleges, super­
intendents of religious schools, etc. These new types of leaders, who 
need not necessarily be rabbis, must be given Jewish learning and 
an appreciation of Judaism and contact with the high grade of 
Jewish scholarship available at our rabbinical schools. The rabbin-
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ical seminaries are planning to extend their activities in order to 
meet this need. This expansion of work impels the Conference to 
make a recommendation to the Hebrew Union College and to the 
Jewish Institute of Religion whose graduates constitute the bulk 
of its membership. It is of importance to the Conference that the 
schools in which most of its membership have been trained and 
ordained develop and maintain the practice of frequent cooperation. 
The attempts which have been made in the past for the merger of 
the two schools have not succeeded. Perhaps the attempts were 
premature or perhaps it is useful for American Reform Judaism to 
have more than one seminary, one in the great metropolis in New 
York and one in the middle west. But the fact that the institutions 
have not or even will not merge should not prevent them from work­
ing together. 

I, therefore, recommend that the Conference urge the Hebrew 
Union College and the Jewish Institute of Religion to find 

V methods of coordination and cooperation in some of the new 
activities planned by both institutions, and in other ways 

also where it may be found practical. The Conference stands ready 
to assist in the development of such cooperative activities. 

The end of the war in Europe has left the continent in ruins. 
Many cities are he,aps of broken stone.. Some of them will never be 
rebuilt. They will serve, as did many of the cities of ancient times, 
the ruins of older wars, as quarries for the building of new cities 
when the courage to build awakens again in the hearts of men. 
Jewish life in Europe is all but destroyed. Millions of Jews have 
been killed by the Nazis, countless Jewish communities broken up 
never to be re-established, the books they had printed for themselves 
and for all the Jewish world have vanished, the wealth with which 
a re-birth of culture and a re-constituting of communities might 
have been achieved has been confiscated and then destroyed in the 
ruin of war. The great Jewish Yishuv in Palestine is in a position 
of uncertainty and doubt in this post-war period. Until the struggle 
between empires, the jostling between larger and smaller powers be 
finally brought into equilibrium by a world organization, the present 
status and the just future of the Y ishuv cannot be assured. All the 
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Jewish world looks to America. We have been untouched by the 
horrors of war. Our communities are intact, institutions which we 
have founded are strong and will be strengthened still furth r, new 
institutions of learning are rising all over the land. Our commu­
nities, blessed with prosperity, are responding with magnificent 
generosity to the needs of world Jewry and of our American Jewish 
life. 

We have been untouched outwardly, but within the heart of 
American Jewry there is deep disturbance. The horrors of the Jewi h 
world experience, the agony which our brothers have suffered ev ry­
where have shaken us, disturbed our peace of mind and fr~y d our 
nerves. At the time when all of world Jewry turns to us, just at 
the time when the immense building task needs coordinat d effort 
on our part, we have fallen into bitter disputes and shocking con­
tentiousness. When Nehemiah was rebuilding the Temple, the work­
ers, surrounded by enemies, held each a trowel in one hand and a 
sword in the other. "Every one with one of his hands wrought in 
the work and with the other held his weapon" (Nehemiah 4:11). 
So it is with us. With one hand we work and with the other hand 
hold the weapon. But we use the weapon against each other. 
The rebuilders of world Jewry are quarreling and the building work 
is delayed. 

There is hardly a great American Jewish effort which is not bit­
terly divided in these tense days. Victory in Europe has not brought 
assuagement but on the contrary it seems to have increased our 
mutual contentiousness. The Central Conference of American Rab­
bis, always a pioneer in Jewish matters in America, seems to have 
had the melancholy distinction of being a pioneer in this too. We 
were among the first great organizations to be sharply divided. 
What happened to our Conference was a prophecy, a gloomy proph­
ecy of what was going to happen in American Jewish life. We rabbis, 
members of this great organization, more sensitive than laymen to 
the currents of sorrow and pain which sweep the Jewish world, and 
also more integrated into general communal activity than most of 
our colleagues of other groups, have served as a barometer of the 
emotional health of American Jewry. That is why events in our 
great organization are of moment beyond the limits of the organi-
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zation itself. The discerning student of Jewish life can frequently 
see in Conference affairs a preview of what will happen later in 
other branches of Jewish activity. 

If this be the fact, then we can be grateful for these past two 
years in our Conference life. Although the disagreements which 
divided us were fundamental, nevertheless we have managed to live 
through a storm of debate, perhaps the worst of the storm, and have 
maintained our comradeship unbroken. The Conference, which has 
lived through many disputes in the past is successfully weathering 
this present period of tension and strain. This fact can serve as a 
harbinger of increasing concord in the rest of American Jewry. The 
Conference is of particular importance to American Jewish life nowa­
days when members of our Conference have achieved prominent 
leadership in many other organizations. Our members, active in 
the leadership of many organizations upon which the health of world 
Jewry and American Jewry depend, must have this great rabbinical 
brotherhood in which disputes can be handled in comradely fashion, 
the bitterness of disagreements diminished and, through the jungle 
of jarring disputatiousness, the path of comradeship be discovered. 
Therefore, for our own sake as friends, but more so for the sake of 
American Jewry and the Jewries dependent upon it, we are grateful 
that our Conference is working through its inner problems so pa­
tiently and so well. "L'maan achi v're-oy adabro no holom boch." 
Not only for our own comradeship, but also, for the blessing of all 
our brethren of the House of Israel, we hail the unity and the grow­
ing peace of heart in the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, President 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

abLi Abba illel • ON THE BOARDWALK JI TLAN Tl C Q{ITY, N ~. 1lver 
4905 Fift h Avenue 
Pittsbur ch , ennsylva.n i a . 

Dear Sirs 

OPEN ALL YEAR 
SEA WATER BATHS 

You are iDTited to attend th• Meting of otfioen and COlllld.ttee Chairman of the Central Conference ot American Rabbi•, June 26th through June 28th. he me ting will be re1trioted to oonton w1 th the requirement, or the Chairman or artime Conference,. "onaequently, we are writing you t.o find out it you Will attend. 

peoial uropean Plan oonterence ratea will be •• follon • 

Double rooma w1 th private bath - w a otion - 9.00 daily for two per1on1. 'here are no •in le roo in the new aeotion, they are all doubl room.a w1 th twin bed1. 

Iiouble rooiu with private ba.th - main building - 7.00 and a.oo daily for two per10n1. 

Sin rooma with private bath -- main building -- ,.so, 6.50, 6.60 daily. 

Two double rooms with oonneoting bath -- •in building -- 12.00 daily for four peraon•• 

It would not be teaaible for the hotel have part of your group on the uropean Plan and part on a epeoial plan w1 th meal•• ' inc• the •jori ty of your group ha1 leoted to co• on the ·uropean Plan, that 11 the plan whioh met apply for the entire group. Our dining rooma. however, Nne a wide ftriety of 1p cial tabl• d 
1
hote •nu• and a la oarte Hrrioe at N&eonable prioe•• 

Pl•••• be •• sured of our enry attention for your comfort and en­joyment. 

ia lly your a• 

~ 
Adele • Downey 
Convention na r 

We Haoe Our Own Fireproof Conoenffon Auditorium 

l•fy•--- ddress system ballroom and series of 
Equipped with stage, motion picture booth, amp • u• a ' . i i 50 to 1000 banquet and comrruttee rooms, havllltl facilities for handling convenuoru ranaina ms ze rom · 



PROGRAM 

FIFTY-SIXTH 

A UAL CONVENTIO 

OF THE 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

ALL MEETI G AT HOTEL HEL EA 

ATLA TIC CITY, N. J. 

10 DAY, JU E TWE TY-FIFTH 

WED ESDAY, J E TWE TY-SEVE TH 

·1 ETEEN H DRED AND FORTY-FIVE 



PROGRAM 

1\1:onday Morning June 25, 1945, 9 :30 A. 1\1. 

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Monday Evening, 8 :00 P. M. 

Opening Pray r 

Addre of Welcome 

Re ponse ..... ..... ....... ..... .... ......... ........ ...... ..... ....... ........... Abba Hillel Silver 

Pre ident' Me age .................... ............................ Solomon B. Freehof 

Tuesday Morning, June 26, 1945, 9 :30 A. 1\1. 

REPORTS: 

Pre ident ........... ........................................... ...... Solomon n. Fr hof 

Admini trati Sctr t ar .................................. I aac E. 1:arcu on 

*Financial Se r tar ........................................... Sidney L. Regner 

*Trea urer ............ .... ..... . .... ....... ...................... Harry . Iargoli 

*Finance ..................................... ........................... Sidne ,. L. Regn r 

*In e tment ..................... .. ................................ Harr S. Margoli • 

*Public tion ........................................................ I a c E. Iar u n 

*Solicitation ................................................ Abraham Shusterman 

*Synagog Council ....................................... William F. Uo enblum 

Contemporane u Hi tory and Lit ratur .......... Ja ob R. Marcu .. • 

*Liturgy ....... ................................................... . Solomon B. Freehof 

~-synagog Adi iti ............................................ Jacob D. Schwarz 

Public Affair ... ......... ............................................... Loui L. Mann 

* irbitr tion ........................................................ Emil \V. L ipzig r 

Chaplain .............................. ............................. Barn tt R. Brickne • 

12 :45 Religiou rvic 



Tue day Afternoon 

*Commi i n n J wL h Eclucati n ............... ol mon B. Fr ch i 

* mmitt on R 1igi u. Educati n ...................... L n I. cu r 

*R ligiou W rk in th ni r. iti .................... Harry r, plan 

Church and tat . ........ ................... ..................... IL> rt . 11inda 

*C r moni . .... .............. .. ... .............................................. Lot1i. Wit 

*Curator of Archi . ........................................... h 11 n H. Blank 

Ju tice and P ace ...................................... F rdinand L I· ·crman 

Tue day Evcni g l :00 P. 1. 

PAPER: 

Spiritual R on._ truction of the J w. of ◄ uro .......... al Baro 

Di cus ion 

Wedne day orning June 27 1915, 9 :30 A. ,.1. 

Opening Pray r 

REPORTS: 

*Pen ion amu 1 1. Gup 

Marriag , Family and th Hom .. ....... .. ...... ..... .. .. tanl R. Bra 

Re olution 

ominations 

Placement 

12 :45 R ligiou r ice 



Wednesday Afternoon 

REPORTS: 

*Information on Judaism .................................. Harry W. Ettel on 

*Relief and Subvention ............................................ Samuel M. Gup 

Pre ident' Message Committee 

Benediction ............. .............. ... ... ............. .. ...... .. Julian Morgen tern 

Adjournment 

Wednesday Evening, 8:00 P. M. 

EETI G OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Report marked * to be presented to the Executive Board only. All 

other to be condensed. 
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