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TO THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

June 14, 1945 

COLLEAGUES: 

Our Committee has the specific task of dealing with the 
problems resulting from the demobilization of the Conference chap­
lains. While the Committee on Chaplains has been dealing with pro­
~urement, with providing replacements for the rabbis going into the 
service, and with the security of the positions of those rabbis, the 
function of our C9mmittee is primarily that of placement of return­
ing chaplains. 

There are two groups of men toward whom the Conference feels 
a strong obligation. First, there are the chaplains who will have 
no position to which to return. These are the men whose graduation 
from the rabbinical seminaries was accelerated and who came into · 
the chaplaincy from replacement positions. 

Secondly, we have a number of men who could not enter the 
chaplaincy because they were physically disqualified and who are now 
serving as replacements. When the principals return, we shall be 
obliged to find positions for the replacements. 

Avenues of Rabbinical Placement 

At the very first meeting of our Committee in April, 1944, 
we selected a number of avenues of rabbinical activity as substi­
tutes for pulpits, because we felt that there would not be a suf­
ficient number of pulpits available for the returning chaplains. We 
listed the following avenues: 

1. U.A.H.C. Regional Rabbi. 
2. Hillel Foundation Director. 
3. Educational Director, 
4. Jewish Center Work. 
5. Civic Protective Work. 
6. Post-war Chaplaincy ln the Army and Navy. 
7. Relief and Rehabilitation work abroad under 

JDC or UNRRA . 
8. Assistant Rabbi. 

A questionnaire was sent to all the CCAR chaplains asking 
them to indicate whether or not they have a position to which to 
return; whether they were on leaves of absence from their congrega­
tions or organizations, and whether they were receiving a salary 
differentia 1. 

• 
The Chairman of our Committee, Rabbi Freehof, wrote to Mr. 

Harbert Lehman, the head of UNRRA with reference to utilizing the 
services of some of our chaplains. An encouraging letter was re­
ceived in reply, Those men who desire to work with UNRRA will be 
put in touch with the proper UNRRA official. Rabbi Freehof also 
wrote to Dr. Abram Sachar, Director of the Hillel Foundations, who 



2. 

replied that he expected to take care of the men who were Hillel 
Directors when they entered the chaplaincy and to utilize their ser­
vices and a few additional men. 

The heads of the two Reform rabbinical seminaries were re­
quested to plan refresher courses for the returning chaplains, and 
they have agreed to do so. 

Letters were sent to a number of rabbis inquiring whether 
they would be ready to take assistant rabbis after the war. Many 
encouraging repliea were received. 

Extent of Problem 

In surveying the field to ascertain the extent of the prob­
lem, we find that there are 131 Reform rabbis in the chaplaincy. 
Five additional men have been separated from the chaplaincy, and six 
others were physically disqualified and are servihg as replacements. 
Altogether we had a total of 142 men to consider~ 

Our first questionnaire brought us the information that 84 
men would return to their pulpits. This would leave us 58 men for 
whom to find positions. Since one chaplain has already indicated 
that he is not interested in a position, our problem at the present 
time concerns itself with 57 men. 

Our very first survey showed that of those to be placed, 
twelve desired Hillel Directorships; five were interested in the 
position of regional rabbi for the Union; five wanted to work in 
relief and rehabilitation; five indicated preference for civic de-

_fense work and three desired to continue as chaplains in the Army 
after the war. 

Recognizing that our tabulation was incomplete, we resolved 
to make a re~urvey of the men who have no position to which to re­
turn. This is in process at the present time. 

We are informed unofficially that complete demobilization of 
chaplains may be a process of three or four years; that plans are 
now being drawn in Washington for a definite system to be followed 
in releasing chaplains; that demobilization will be just a trickle, 
at the rate of perhaps one or two a month. 

With these facts before us, we realize that the problem, 
though a serious one, will not demand innnediate implementation. In 
other words, as men are named for release from the service, the two 
or three months intervening before the actual release from the Army 
will enable us to attempt to meet the desire of the returning chap­
lain for the field of activity which he has ehosen. 

Principles with Reference to Returning Chaplains 

The following principles with reference to returning chap­
lains were adopted by our Committee and are submitted herewith for 
the approval of the Conference: 



1. It should be the duty of chaplains to return to their 
former pulpits or positions from which they received a 
leave of absence, unless by mutual consent. 

2. Rabbis who are serving as replacements are morally ob­
ligated to relinquish their pulpits promptly upon the 
return of the principals. 

A Placement Bureau 

Our Committee gave serious consideration to the relationship 
between the placement of civilian rabbis and the placement of the 
returning chaplains. It was felt that a fair and reasonable place­
ment system, with complete cooperation on the part of all groups, is 
highly desirable. The work must be properly coordinated, otherwise 
there will be chaos. Returning chaplains may be competing with each 
other just as they would if they were civilians. 

It was recognized that the congregations have much to say 
regarding the choice of rabbis to fill their pulpits. Our congre­
gations would have to be educated to know where to turn for recom­
mendations. With all this in mind, it was thought that if a com­
mittee could be organized to handle the total problem, both for 
chaplains and for the civilian rabbis, the recorr.mendations of that 
committee would have great weight with the congregations. Naturally, 
such a committee would urge that chaplains be given prior considera­
tion over men who have not gone into the chaplaincy. It is gener­
ally recognized that American Israel does owe something to the chap­
lains for the services they have rendered and our congregations must 
be ma.de to realize that fact. 

Our Committee therefore adopted the following resolution: 

"Recognizing that its task to place returning chaplains is 
inextricably bound up with the replacement of civilian rabbis, the 
Emergency Placement Committee recommends to the Executive Board of 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis the establishment of a 
Central Committee for the Placement of Rabbis, with all groups, lay 
and rabbinic and the seminaries cooperating, and with a professional 
Executive Director in charge of the placement of all rabbis." 

Joint Bulletins 

Our Committee has voted to send bulletins to our chaplains 
at bi-monthly intervals so that they may keep informed as to develop­
ments. A bulletin has already gone forward to the chaplains under 
date of May 25th. To those chaplains who have no position to which 
to return another survey blank was included. In the course of the 
next month or two our statistical records will be complete. 

Respectfully submitted, 

RABBI LOUIS I. EGELSON 

Secretary 
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REfORT OF 'rHE COMMITTEE ON CHAPLA.~NS 

TO THE 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

June 25, 1945 

COLLEAGUES: 

This is the fourth report that we are presenting to the 
Conference since our ~mmittee on Chaplains was constituted in Janu­
ary, 1942. During the year the Committee has met twice. It was 
quite natural that as our work developed and progressed there was a 
change of emphasis in our activities. 

I. 

At the very outset we concentrated almost exclusively on 
procurement. As of June 7, 1945, there are 276 Rabbis serving as 
0haplains in the Army, Navy and Maritime Service. Of these, 235 are 
in the Army, 40 in the Navy and 1 in the Maritime Service. Of this 
total number, 132 are members of the Reform group. Seven of our 
members have recently been separated from the service. We mourn the 
loss of Rabbis Alexander Goode and Samuel ~D. Hurwitz, who gave their 
last full measure of devotion in the service of God and country. 

Thirteen others of our Reform group have received ecclesi­
astical endorsement and most of them are likely soon to be in uni­
form. But this is not the complete picture. Forty-four members of 
our Conference came forward to serve their country, and offered 
themselves for the chaplaincy, but were physically disqualified by 
the Army or Navy. Nineteen others of our Conference submitted to 
our Committee evidence of physical disability and are listed on our 
records as unofficially disqualified. 141 of our men were actually 
0ommissioned as chaplains. The overall picture indicates over 200 
of the CCAR men offered themselves for the chaplaincy. When we com­
pare this number to the total number of men in the Conference who 
were eligible for the chaplaincy, it is a record for which the 
C.C.A.R., Hebrew Union College, the Jewish Institute of Religion and 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, have good reason to feel 
very proud. 

At this point I wish also to add that the War and Navy 
Departments have on a number of occasions commended us on our pro­
~urement job, and the calibre of men we have furnished. 

Although last summer it seemed as if no additional chaplains 
were needed, and a number of men who had qualified and who had al­
ready received eccles:fastical endorsement had to be released, a few 
months ago the Chief of Chaplains of the Army requested the Commit­
tee on Army and Navy Religious Activities, of the National Jewish 
Welfare Board, to secure 36 additional Jewish Chaplains. Our pro­
curement efforts had to be resumed. On the basis of the total num­
ber of chaplains, our ratio of the 36 required was about 18. In 
order to provide these 18, past experience has taught us that we 
must present at least 25 candidates. Since that call was issued, 
we have recommended 12 men, who have received endorsement. One of 
them however, has already been physically disqualified. In order to 
maintain our record of full cooperation, we must still secure 13 
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candidates for the chapla i ncy. 

It was apparent that even with the cormnissioning of the 36 
Jewish chaplains requested by the Office of the Chief of Chaplains 
(who at best would not be available until mid-August) there would 
be an inevitable hiatus of approximately three months during which 
the majority of the military installations denuded of chaplaincy 
service, by reason of sending most of the eligible chaplains over­
seas would remain without chaplaincy coverage. For this reason it 
was necessary to look for civilian rabbis to meet this emergency 
need. Some twenty to thirty rabbis were required to give full time 
service for no less than ten weeks, beginning June 1st, at installa­
tions where the need was of extreme urgency. These included hospi­
tals, IRTC camps, staging areas, Redistribution Centers, which serve 
as rest stations for returnees, the Second and Fourth Air Forces and 
some Naval installations. Some of these centers had from 2,000 to 
4,000 Jewish men unserved. To cope with these emergent needs, it 
was agreed that each of the three Rabbinical groups would submit to 
CANRA a list of rabbis who would qualify for summer service. Se ­
lection would be left to CANRA. I am happy to report that quite a 
number of our men, who had been physically disqualified for the 
chaplaincy and whom we contacted, responded and are now serving in 
this interim capacity as civilian chaplains. 

II. 

It was natural that the major portion of our work should 
deal with the problem of procurement, but as the program developed, 
we found ourselves faced by another task that grew out of our chap­
laincy procurement--the problem of replacement. As rabbis went into 
the chaplaincy, it was necessary for us to assist in maintaining the 
home front by providing r•eplacement rabbis for them. We combed our 
list of retired rabbis and brought a number of them back into the 
active ministry, as replacements. The Hebrew Union College and the 
Jewish Institute of Religion cooperated splendidly in accelerating 
their courses thus ma.king men available a year earlier as replace­
ments. As the program grew in intensity, both these institutions 
licensed some of their under-graduate students and permitted their 
assignment as replacements. The problem will continue with us as 
long as we are obliged to procure additional chaplains. 

III. 

Still another aspect of our work concerns the protecting of 
the interests of the rabbis who are now serving as chaplains. We 
have a definite obligation to the men who have gone into the chap­
laincy at our request. The influence of our Committee and that of 
the entire Conference will be utilized to prevent any replacement 
rabbis from taking the positions of those for whom they are substi­
tuting--in other words, we will not allow any "Ma.sik G'vul." 
Furthermore, this Committee has looked with strong disfavor upon any 
attempt of a civilian rabbi to advance himself in the ministry, 
unless he has been physically disqualified for the chaplaincy. It 
is a practice of our Committee, as soon as a pulpit vacancy occurs, 
to write to the congregation and call their attention to our Set of 
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Principles, and any rabbi who desires to make a pulpit chan e must 
first secure elearance from our chaplaincy Committee. The names of 
the rabbis who have been physically disqualified have been sent to 
Dr. Morgenstern, Dr. Wise and to the members of the Executive Board 
of the Conference. 

IV. 

At the meeting of the Conference last June in Cincinnati a 
Resolution pertaining to the chaplaincy and signed by a number of 
0haplains was referred to our Committee on Chaplains with instruc­
tj_ons to report to the Executive Board be fore their October meeting. 

At the meeting of our Committee on October 12, 1944, the 
Resolution was considered most carefully and a statement was adopted 
by our Committee and presented to the Executive Board of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis. The Executive Board of the Confer­
ence amended the Resolution of our Committee, as was reported by the 
Administrative Secretary of the Conference. 

Our Committee has had other delicate situations to contend 
with, notably the difficulty that has arisen in the congregation at 
Hollywood, California. A letter was forwarded to that congregation 
stating our position unequivocally, copy of that letter was for­
warded to the replacement rabbi of that congregation, as well as to 
Chaplain Bauman, who is the rabbi on leave. 

We have been in communication with our chaplains and the 
civilian members of this Conference and have informed them of our 
procedures. I call your attention to the "Newsletter" of May 25, 
1945, which was sent to all chaplains. 

I would recommend that the Conference pass a Resolution 
supporting the action of our Committee and stating firmly and posi­
tively that the moral strength of the Conference will be exercised 
fully in behalf of the returning chaplains. 

I wish to report at this time that since we last met, two 
members of our Conference, Chaplain Aryeh Lev and Rabbi Philip Bern­
stein, visited the Pacific Theater of War, met with our chaplains, 
and studied the further needs of our men in the Armed Forces in that 
area. I am also pleased to inform the Conference that Chaplain Lev 
is at present visiting the various installations in Europe and North 
Africa, on an inspection tour with Brigadier General Arnold, the 
former Chief of Chaplains. 

I am informed that Brigadier General Arnold, on his return 
from this tour of inspection, will retire from the Army and will 
take the place that Bishop O'Hara occupied in the Military Vivarate 
of the Catholic Church of America. Chief of Naval Chaplains R. D. 
Workman has also been retired. I would recommend that the Confer­
ence authorize your Committee on Chaplaincy to write official 
letters to both of these gentlemen commending them for their sple.n­
did cooperation in providing for the religious needs of our men in 
the Armed Forces. I would also like to recommend that the Confer-
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ence authorize the Committee to also send letters of greetj_ngs t o 
their successors. Chaplain Arnold is succeeded by Chaplain Luther 
D. Miller and Chaplain Workman by Wm. N. Thomas. 

I want to take this opportunity to express on behalf of our 
Committee and myself our whole-hearted thanks to our faithful and 
devoted secretary of this Connnittee, Rabbi Louis I. Egelson, and to 
his secretary, Miss Ruth Mandelkern, who have done a tremendous job 
in connection with our work. I am sure that without their devoted 
service the record we have made would not have been possible. I 
also wish to express our thanks to the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, which is a constituent of our Committee, for the i r 
loyal eooperation and for lending us the services of Rabbi Egels cn 
and Miss Mandelkern. 

Respectfully submitted, 

RABBI BARNETT R. BRICKNER 

Chairman 
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OFFICERS 1944-184 9 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, Pre ident 
Pittsbur~h. Pa. 

A IIA HILLEL SILVER, Vice-Pr sid •n t 
I v land, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Tr a ur r 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l8AAC E. MARCUSON, Admini trative Sl·crNary 
lacon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. RKGNER, Financial Secretary 
Rendina-, Pa. 

RABBI LOUIS I. EGELSON, SECRETARY 

MERCHANTS BUILDING 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Dear Colleague: 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

COMM ITTEE ON CHAPLAINS 

IN COOPERATION WITH THE 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
AND THE 

COMMITTEE ON ARMY AND NAVY RELIGIO US ACTIVITIES 
OF THE JEWISH WELFARE BOARD 

RABBI BARNETT R . BRICKNER , CHAIRMAN 

8206 EUCLID AVENUE 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

EXECUTIVI[ BOARD 

MAURICE J . BLOOM, Ne b\lrl-"h, N. Y. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Provid nee, R. I. 
STANLEY R. BRAV, Vick bura-, Mi. • 
ABR"HAM FEINSTEIN, Chattnnoo a, Tenn. 
ALAN S. GREEN, Troy, N. Y. 
JAMES G. HELLER, incinnati, Ohio 
ARYEH LEV, Wa hina-ton, D. C. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ALBERT G. MINDA, • linnear,oli , Minn. 
PHINEAS SM0LLER - Chicuiro. 111. 
HARRY J . STERN, Montre I, Cau da 
LOUIS WITT, D· )ton, Ohio 

July 18, 1945 

Enclosed are the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee 
on Chaplains, held in Atlantic City during the Conference. 

Since the meeting, Rabbi Silver informed the Secretary 
that as a result of a conference he (Rabbi Silver) had with Rabbi 
Granison, the protest against the action of the Charleston con­
gregation would be dropped. The Secretary is waiting for confir­
mation by letter. 

Enclosed are also: 

1. Copy of a letter from Harry L. Weiss, President of Temple 
Israel of Hollywood, Calif., addressed to Rabbi Eisendrath. 

2. Copy of a letter from Mr. Weiss to Chaplain Morton Bauman. 

Rabbi Brickner asked the Secretary to send you these two 
communications and request your opinion as to the policy to be 
pursued by the Committee. Rabbi Brickner calls attention to the 
fact that Chaplain Bauman went into the chaplaincy as rabbi of 
the congregation. Now he would be coming back as associate rabbi. 
Secondly, our Statement of Principles provides that the replace­
ment rabbi shall leave the pulpit when the principal returns. 

Rabbi Brickner would have you take these two points into 
consideration and then send in your opinion as to the action 
our Committee should take. Please let us hear from you in this 
regar~ as soon as possible, so that we may advise the Hollywood 
congregation of the action taken. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
, -// Fe: 
~ /, 

Secretary 
LE:JA CCAR COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAINS 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 

CCAR COMMITTEE ON CHAPIAINS 

Atlantic City, N. J. 
June 26, 1945 

A meeting of those members of the Committee on Chaplains who 
could be present at the Conference of Rabbis, was held in Atlantic 
City on Tuesday evening, June 26, at 9:00 o'clock. 

Present were: Rabbis Barnett R. Brickner, Louis I. Egelson, 
Abram M. Granison, Emil W. Leipziger, Max Maccoby, Julian Morgen­
stern, William F. Rosenblum, and Abba Hillel Silver, ex-officio. 
Pre8~nt by invitation were Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein and Chaplain 
Jacob M. Rothschild. 

Rabbi Brickner presided, and Rabbi Egelson recorded the 
Minutes. 

Conscientious Objectors 

Rabbi Egelson asked whether rabbis who are conscientious ob­
jectors ma.y have clearance from our Committee, should they desire to 
change pulpits. 

After a full discussion, it was decided that a) these men be 
classified as "self-disqualified by reason of their religious con­
victions," and b) for this reason they should not be given clear­
ance to advance themselves in the rabbinate during the war emergency. 

Rabbi Alexander P. Feinsilver, a conscientious objector who 
had been serving as a replacement for Chaplain Norman Goldburg, at 
the present time has no pulpit since his principal has returned. It 
was voted that we give him clearance to accept a pulpit of the same 
category as the one he left, or a Hillel Foundation directorship. 

Unofficially Disqualified 

Rabbi Egelson gave the following explanation of the various 
categories of the men who had been formerly classified by us as 
"unofficially disqualified": 

a) In the early stages of chaplaincy procurement, there were 
those who, applying to CANRA for ecclesiastical endorsement 
for the chaplaincy, had sent in their personal physicians' 
reports. These reports were examined by a CANRA physician, 
and the men were declared unqualified for military service. 

b) Those who were told by CANRA last August that because there 
were no openings, the men waiting to be commissioned could 
each choose whether to remain in the pool and await a call, 
or continue their civilian pursuits. 

c} Those who informed us that their physicians had told them 
that they were unqualified for service. 
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Dr. Morgenstern pointed out that the problem resolves itself 
in (a) whether or not they should be asked to take the army physicaL 
and (b) whether they should be given clearance by our Committee to 
promote themselves. 

The following names on the list were considered and the dis­
position ma.de herein recorded: 

1) 

2) 

Newton J. Friedrren. Should be given clearance with reference 
to Wilkes-Barre, but if he is not elected to that pulpit, 
should be asked to take the army physical. (He has since 
been elected to that pulpit.) 

Irving I. Hausman. Should have clearance for openings he 
has been recommended to, but if, by the holidays, he has not 
yet accepted a pulpit, he is to be asked to take the army 
physical. 

3) Albert T. Bilgray. Is entitled to a year in his new pulpit. 

4) Julian F, Fleg. Should be asked to take the army physical. 

5) With reference to Rabbis B. Benedict Glazer and Leon I. 

6) 

7) 

Feuer, they are to be informed as to the attitude or our 
Oomni!ttee, namely, that to be classified as clear, they must 
submit to an Army Physical exam and be thus disqualified • 

Saul B. Aipelbaum. Is to be placed on the official list of 
"physical y disqualified." 

Herbert I. Bloom. To be r,1aced on the official list of 
"physically disqualified. ' 

The record of the following men is to be looked up and dis­
position made by the Chairman and Secretary: Ariel L. Goldburg and 
Nathan Kaber; Emanuel Green - we are to check with CANRA to as­
certain whether he is physically disqualified officially. 

Special Cases 

a) Elmer Berger. The status of Rabbi Berger's application for 
the chaplaincy was discussed. It was decided that the Secretary of 
the Committee write to Rabbi Berger and tell him that we are now 
reanalyzing the list of men who had applied for the chaplaincy, and 
we would like to have him indicate his intentions definitely. 

b) Leo Turitz. It was decided to give Rabbi Turitz clearance on 
account of "lnfant1c1pation" and the necessity of his taking a new 
pulpit, because in the meantime he has resigned from his pulpit. 

Charleston, s. C. 

• Rabbi Egelson read the correspondence with reference to 
Charleston, s. C. Rabbi Leonard Kasle had been rabbi of the congre­
gation since September, 1944, He took this position while eligible 
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for the chaplaincy. In conference with Rabbis Heller and Egelson in 
June, 1944, Rabbi Kasle had indicated that he would enter the chap­
laincy after having served in Charleston for a few months. In 
January, 1945, Rabbi Kasle applied for the chaplaincy, and was com­
missioned as a Navy chaplain in April. The congregation had written 
to our Committee for a replacement, but in accordance with our usual 
procedure, this request was referred to the JIR, since Rabbi Kasle 
is a JIR graduate. 

On June 1, Rabbi Granison informed the members of the CCAR 
Chaplaincy Committee, who were present at a CANRA meeting, that an 
injustice had been done Kasle by his congregation in accepting a 
conditional resignation he had left with them and in electing Rabbi 
Sidney Unger as rabbi of the congregation. Rabbi Granison reques ted 
that our Committee proceed with despatch to investigate the situa ­
tion and protect the interests of Chaplain Ka.sle. We subsequently 
received a letter from Chaplain Kasle inviting our assistance. We 
immediately proceeded to communicate with all parties concerned. 

Rabbi Egelson read a complete file of the correspondence, 
together with a letter from Mr. Milton Pearlstine, the president of 
the Charleston congregation, which was received in Atlantic City 
during the Conference. In this letter the president quoted from the 
Minutes of the meeting of the congregational Board, and described 
visits ma.de to New York to consult with Dr. Stephen Wise, Rabbi 
Granison and Rabbi William F. Rosenblum regarding the Charleston 
pulpit. 

In Mr. Pearlstine's letter of June 22, he stated a.s follows: 
"Rabbi Granison mentioned the possibility of his coming to Charles­
ton to fill our pulfrit, as he intended to divorce himself from the 
institutional work. ' 

Rabbi Gran1son stated emphatically that he had never applied 
for any position since he became connected officially with the JIR. 
He stated further that he was invited to come down to Charleston to 
officiate at the Confirmtion exercises, but that he did not accept 
the invitation. 

Rabbi Rosenblum pointed out that there was a difference of 
opinion with regard to the resignation of Rabbi Ka.sle and stated 
that the Minutes of the congregational Board meeting, as quoted in 
Mr. Pearlstine's correspondence, indicate that there was a resigna­
tion. 

Chaplain Rothschild felt that our Committee could do nothing 
but accept the word of the congregation that the pulpit was open, 
and from that point of view Rabbi Unger had acted in good faith in 
accepting the pulpit. 

Rabbi Brickner stated that the crux of the situa.tion is as 
follows: Rabbi Kasle left an open resignation. He gave the congre­
gation the option whether to accept it or not. The congregation 
evidently exercised the option. 
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Rabbi Silver pointed out that no congregation falsifies its 
Minutes. Rabbi Kasle had urged the congregation to take a permanent 
rabbi if they felt it necessary, and the congregation accepted his 
resignation. We cannot charge the congregation with anything un­
ethical. 

Rabbi Bernstein argued that Rabbi Kasle had not resigned, and 
suggested that a representative of our Committee meet with Kasle and 
the officers of the congregation. 

Rabbi Morgenstern inquired as to the attitude of the JIR with 
reference to replacements. Rabbi Granison replied that the Insti­
tute had a limited number of men available, and exercised its privi­
lege where to provide replacements. 

It was decided to write to the president of the Charleston 
congregation and indicate that it was advisable to get all the facts 
clear, and to suggest a face to face meeting preferably in Charles­
ton between the present president of the congregation, the former 
president, Chaplain Kasle, Rabbi Granison, and Rabbi Emil Leipziger, 
whom Rabbi Brickner designated to represent our Committee, with a 
view of settling the matter amicably to all concerned, and if this 
is not possible, to report back to the Committee. 

Rabbi Bernstein inquired whether we could forestall such 
situations in the future. He suggested that every chaplain should 
clear with the Secretary of the Committee before negotiating for a 
pulpit. He further suggested that congregations whose rabbis are 
now in the chaplaincy, or .whose rabbis may enter the service in the 
future, should be notified that before taking any action regarding 
the pulpit, they should ascertain that everything is in the clear. 

Both Rabbi Morgenstern and Rabbi Granison should be kept 
informed of developments. 

When May a Chaplain Apply for a Pulpit 

Chaplain Rothschild brought up the question as to when a 
chaplain is eligible to apply for a pulpit. It was the consensus 
of the Committee that as soon as it is definitely determined that 
the chaplain is to leave the service, he is at liberty to negotiate 
for a pulpit. 

ADJOURNED. 

Barnett R. Brickner, Chairman 

Louis I. Egelson, Secretary 
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TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HOLLYWOOD 
Seventeen Forty North Ivar 
Hollywood 28, California 

June 9, 1945 

Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
34 West 6th Street 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Eisendrath: 

In further reference to your recent 
Mr. Chadwick, I must advise you officWll""""i,___V 

n nee with 
of the 

Board of Trustees of Temple Israel the intent 
mi sunder-of our original letter to you ofAJr~~~ 0 

ption stood. To clarify any such po e pur-
pose of this letter. 

1. There is no quest 
and decision to 

rerence ~to our intention 
es of Chaplain Morton A. 

2. 

4. 

5. 

Bauman, upon hi urn ry service. 

. Th 
Committe 
ns leadi 
urse, 

you of our plans to erect a 
sed capacity and that as a con­
Rabbis. To further that pur­

ready been purchased, and title 
ution of the Board of Trustees, 

s instructed to initiate and carry on negoti­
o the services of two Rabbis, one of whom, 

d be Chaplain Bauman whose contract is still 
here being no intention of either supplanting 

ing him. 

The information herein set forth is furnished to you by and 
with the consent and request of Dr. Nussbaum. 

The Board of Trustees calls your attention to its definite 
opinion that the engagement and retention of the services 
of Dr. Nussbaum and Captain Bauman are both essential to 
the continued progress and growth of Temple Israel of Holly­
wood, especially in view of its present campaign for a new 
building. 



... .. - • • 

2. 

Trusting that the facts set forth in this memorandum clarify 
the situation, I beg, with sincere respects, to remain, 

(signed) 

HLW: ss 

Very truly yours, 

HARRY L. WEISS 

President, 
Temple Israel of Hollywood 

P.S. For your guidance and informtion, we thought it advisable 
to enclose herewith a copy of a letter directed to Rabbi 
Bauman as of this date. 



Captain Morton A. Bauman, Chaplain 
A.SN. 0481356 
167th General Hospital 
APO #562 
c /o Postmaster 
New York, New York 

Dear Rabbi Bauman: 

June 9, 1945 

The Board of Trustees of Temple Israel feel that y 
the first to learn of certain prevailing condition 

should be 
and circum­
ope that your stances and that the facts be submitted to 

favorable response will be promptly rece 

1. The Boa.rd of Trustees has for 
of a site for a new Temple Israe 
has been acquired at Hollywood 

2. The Board of Trustees 
funds for the new TemP. 

3. The Board of Tr 
and has authorized 
of whom shall be a 
Bauman, on leave w 

s has 
employ 

emain, o 
the Arme 

orized 
od and 
Fuller 

acquisition 
ha site 

nue. 

Committee to raise 
eguipme~. 

lution, found it necessary 
o Associate Rabbis, one 
nt, Captain Morton A. 

4. 
ate 
year 

thorized the Connnittee to negoti­
the --~ s of Dr. Max Nussbaum for a term of 
eptember 1, 1945. 

5. Nussbaum s stated that he is perfectly willing to enter 
into otiatio or such a contract, to be with Captain Bauman 
one of A ate Rabbis of Temple Israel of Hollywood. Dr. 
Nussbaum ~~rer stated that he is confident that he and Captain 
Bauman could and would coordinate their activities in entire 
harmony as Associate Rabbis of Temple Israel of Hollywood. 

Members of the Board of Trustees of Temple Israel of Hollywood 
are of the opinion that an arrangement such as set forth above 
is absolutely necessary for the successful operation of Temple 
Israel of Hollywood and for the success of the campaign to secure 
funds for the new Temple Structure and equipment. 

I want to be sure that nothing presented in this letter should 
come to you in a round-about manner. I wish this information to 
come to you directly from the Board of Trustees, therefore, this 
letter. I trust that you in turn will write to us immediately, 
that in the arrangements contemplated, you see eye-to-eye with 



2. 

both Dr. Nussbaum and the Board of Trustees, that not a lesser or 
even equal position, such as you left, but one of greater oppor­
tunity and more important services awaits your return. 

Trusting this finds you well, and that in the not distant future, 
we shall have the pleasure of personally greeting you, and with 
the regards of the Officers and the entire Board, I am, 

(signed) 

HLW: ss 

Very sincerely yours, 

HARRY L. WEISS 

President, 
Temple Israel of Hollywood 



OFFICERS 1944-1941! 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, l're id•• t 
l'itt burgh, l'a. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Vic •·l'r, i1l nt 
Clcvcl· ntl, Ohio 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Tr urcr 
~·t. Poal, Minn. 

ISAAC E MARCUSON, Adminlstrativ s er l ry 
Mr.on, G .. 

CENTRAL CONFERE CE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

COMMITTEE CN CHAPLAINS 

IN COOPER TlON WITH THE 

U JO OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

EXECUTIVE BOA 0 

MAURICE J. BLOOM, ,' wLur•h, .. '. . 
WILLIAM G. ORAUOE, l'ru\'id Ill'', H. I. 
STANLEY R. BRAV, ic·k. lluri:-, , ti , 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN, Ch11tt 1noogn, I nn. 
ALAN s. GREEN, Trov, N. Y. 
JAMES G. HELLER, Ci11ci1111n i. Ohi<• 
ARYEH LEV, V, hln::tllll, D. C. 
:JACOB R. MARCUS, Cinciunntl. Ohio 
ALBERT G. r,. INOA, li1,111!IIPO I , inn. 
PHINEA SMOLLER. Chic 11:0, lJ). 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Fit. ncl, l s •rdory 
Hcmlin~. Pa. 

ANO THE HARRY J. STERN, • ontrt10I, Cnnn la 
COM ITT-E ON ARMY ANO NAVY RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES LOUIS WITT, Dn:;ton, Ohio 

RABBI LOU!S I. EGELSON, SECl'ICTARY 

MERCHANTS BUILD! G 

Cl CINNATI, OHIO 

OF THE JEWISH WELFARE BOARD 

RABBI BARNETT R. BRICKNER, CHAIRMAN 

8206 EUCLID AVENUE 

CLEVELAND. OHIO 

September 20, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver~ 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

In order that you may be inforlll:?d as to the work of the 
Committee on Chaplains and the Emergency Placement Committee, 
I am sending you herewith the following: 

1. The report of the Committee on Chaplains present­
ed to the Conference at At l antic City in June, 
1945. 

2. The report of the Emergency Placement Committee 
presented to the Conference at Atlantic City in 
June, 1945, 

3. A chart listing all CCAR chaplains who are now 
serving, with indications as to whether or not 
they return to former position and if they have 
no position to which to return, an indication 
of their preference for allied rabbinical work. 

4. Accompanying this chart is another indicating 
a list of those chaplains from whom we have 
not yet heard in reply to the questionnaire. 
We have written to them again. 

5. Attached is another chart giving a 11st of chap­
lains according to preference. 

With kind regards, I am 

Secret y 
CCAR COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAINS 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

• 1. 

2. 

3. 

. 4. 

5. 

6. 

SPECIAL LETTER SENT TO CHAPLAINS 
WHO HA VEN I T YET RETURNED 2nd 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

September 5, 1945 

Ralph Blumenthal 

Samuel Chomsky 

Alvin Fine 

Emanuel Honig 

Jacob J. Honig 

Leonard Ka.sle 

Maurice Kleinberg 

Marcus Kramer 

Sidney M. Lefkowitz 

Eugene J. Lipman 

Carl I. Miller 

Selig J. Miller 

William H. Rosenblatt 

Bryon T. Rubenstein 

David D. Shor 

Samuel M. Silver 

RECENTLY COMMISSIONED 

Leon Adler 

Benjamin Bernfeld 

Alfred L. Goodman 

J':>seph B. Messing 

Samuel Sobel 

Albert Ya.now 



I 
Sept. 14, 1915 1 

DATE 
OF 

COMM. 
OR 

ENDRS. 

RETURNS HAS NO 
TO HIS POSI­

HUC JIR PULPIT TION 

Camillus Ange 1 

Sidney Ballon 

Nathan E. Barasch 

USNR-Alfred.Barnston 

7/42 X 

5/42 X 

* X 

5/44 X 

USNR-Albert G. Baum 5/43 x 

Morton A. Bauman 7/42 x 

USNR-Solomon N. Bazell 6/43 x 

Sidney M. Berkowitz 12/42 x 

USNR-Morton M. Berman 5/43 x 

Ralph H. Blumenthal * x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

PREFEREIJCE 
(see pa6e G) 

ls t 2nd 3rd. 4th 

7 6 1 2 

A Congr. 

' I 
Isadore Breslau 

Arthur Brodey 

3/43 

3/43 

8/43 

5/43 

4/42 

x Not interested in a position 

David I. Cedarbaum 

USNR-Solomon E. Cherniak 

Samuel W. Chomsky 

USNR-Morton J. Cohn 

Samuel Cook 

Abraham Dubin 

David M. Eichhorn 

Edward Ellenbogen 

Harry Essrig 

Adolph J. Feinberg 

Abraham I. Feldbin 

Norman Feldheym 

Maurice Feuer 

* Entered prior to Feb. 4~ 

8/43 

12/43 

7 /42 

7 /42 

* 

10/42 

10/42 

2/45 

7 /42 

3/41~ 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 6 2 3 5 

I 



USNR 

US1TR 

? 

US NR 

* En 

Morton C. Fierman 

A 1 v:i.n I. Fine 

fl hh!l M l'.;1-t,.., oho-n r? 

- .__, 

Joseph H. Freedman 

Hirsch E.L. Freund 

Eric Friedland 

Herbert A. Friedman 

Joseph L. Ginsberg 

-Roland B. Gittelsohn 

-Joshua L. Goldberg 

Albert A. Goldman 

Albert s. Goldstein 

Sidney I. Goldstein 

Albert A. Gordon 

Paul Gorin 

L. Elliot Grafman 

Jacob L. Halevi 

Abraham Haselkorn 

Richard C. Hertz 

Maurice A. Hirshberg 

Emanue 1 Honig 

Jacob Honig 

Samuel Horowitz 

-David Jacobson 

Robert I. Kahn 

tered prior to Feb. '4~ 

DATE 
OF 

COMM. 
OR 

ENDRS. 

12/42 

6 /43 

* 

7 /42 

10/42 

5/44 

5/45 

11/43 

6/43 

* 

7 /42 

8/42 

12/43 

12/42 

11/43 

12/42 

12/42 

6/42 

9/43 

12/42 

* 

* 
10/42 

7 /44 

12/42 

2. 

RETURNS HAS NO 
TO HIS POSI­

HUC JIR PULPIT TION 

X X 

X X 

V V 
--

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X x? 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

PREFERENCE 
( see page , ) 

ls t 2nd 31~d 4th 

, !:, 7, )1 

- -
7 8 

6 7 1 5 

2 1 6 3 

2 

2 8 i::., 4 

I 



USNR-Leonard Kasle 

Robert L. Katz 

Abraham J. Klausner 

Bertram Klausner 

? Maurice S.Kleinberg 

US NR -Bertram W. Korn 

Marcus Kramer 

Julius Kravetz 

Bernard H. Lavine 

David Lefkowitz,Jr. 

Sidney M.Lefkowitz 

Joseph Levenson 

USNR-Burton E. Levinson 

Jal! k Aaron Levy 

Albert M. Lewis 

Leo Lichtenberg 

Morris Lieberman 

Eugene J. Lipman 

Augustus F. Loeb 

Ernst M. Lorge 

Herschel Lymon 

USNR-Julius Mark 

Carl I. Miller 

Meyer Miller 

* Entered prior to Feb. 1 4 
I 

2 
I 

DATE 
OF 

COMM. 
OR 

ENDRS. 

4/45 

9/44 

6/44 

6/42 

10/42 

4/44 

11/43 

6/43 

8/43 

4/43 

5/42 

12/42 

6/43 

11/43 

2/43 

6/43 

* 

4/44 

3/43 

5/44 

8/43 

7 /42 

6/44 

5/42 

I 

3. 

RETURNS HAS NO 
TO HIS POSI­

HUC JIR PULPIT TION 

I X X 

X X 

X X 

X x? 

X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

PREFERENCE 
(see page 6 ) 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

8 

5 1 

2 1 8 

8 

8 5 1 2 

I 

X X will go to foreign 
country 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X x? 2 3 1 6 

X X 

X X 

X X 

! 

X X will get 9 2 3 7 
doctorate 

first 



USNR-Selig J. Miller 

US NR -Julius J. Nadel 

Perry E. Nussbaum 

Martin M. Perley 

USNR -Wendell A.Phillips 

US NR -Ely E. Pilchik 

W. Gunther Plaut 

US1~ -Jacob Polish 

Marvin M.Reznikoff 

Harry R. Richmond 

Milton Rosenbaum 

Bernard D.Rosenberg 

William H.Rosenblatt 

Norbert L.Rosenthal 

Jesse Ross 

Jacob M. Rothschild 

USNR-Byron T. Rubenstein 

Abraham Ruderman 

USNR-Jacob P. Rudin 

USNR-Selwyn D. Ruslander 

Eugene J. Sack 

USNR-Samuel Sandmel 

Melvin s. Sands 

Harold I.Saperstein 

Emanuel Schenk 

* En tered prior to Feb. '4 2 

I 

DATE 
OF 

COMM. 
OR 

ENDRS. 

1/43 

8/44 

7 /43 

12/42 

7 /43 

8/44 

6/43 

6/44 

5/43 

* 
6/43 

12/42 

* 
* 

8/43 

4/42 

12/43 

10/42 

7 /42 

7 /42 

5/42 

7 /42 

12/42 

7 /43 

* 

4. 

RETURNS HAS NO 
TO HIS POSI­

HUC JIR PULPIT TION 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

I ' 
I 

PREFERENCE 
( see pag ~ C) 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

7 2 1 5 

5 soc 2 6 
Iser~ 

A c ongrega tio n 

2 

6 7 2 5 

2 3 4 

I 

No pref. now 

8 4 5 3 



Jeshaia Schnitzer 

William B. Schwartz 

William Seligman 

David J. Seligson 

Samson A. Shain 

USNR-Jacob K. Shankman 

David D. Shor 

Joseph S. Shubow 

USNR-Albert M. Shulman 

USNR-Charles E. Shulman 

Samuel M. Silver 

Myron Silverman 

Richard E. Singer 

USNR-Edgar E. Siskin 

USNR -Herma.n E. Snyder 

USNR-Samuel D. Soskin 

Alex. A. Steinbach 

Malcolm H. Stern 

USNR-Leo J. Stillpass 

Earl S. Stone 

USNR-H. Cerf Straus 

Sidney Strumpf 

Henry Tavel 

Samuel Teitelbaum 

Albert N. Troy 

* Entered prior to Feb. '4 2 

I 
I 

5. 
DATE 

OF 
COMM. 

OR 
ENDRS. HUC JIR 

1/45 X 

12/43 X 

11/44 X 

7 /42 X 

6/42 X 

6/43 X 

5/42 X 

11/43 X 

7 /43 X 

3/42 X 

8/42 X 

11/42 X 

2/45 X 

8/42 X 

4/44 X 

7 /43 X 

11/43 X 

6/43 X 

8/44 X 

* X 

* X 

7/43 X 

6/42 X 

4/42 X 

11/44 X 

PREFERENCE 
RETURNS HAS NO ( see page t , ) 

TO HIS POSI-
PULPIT TION 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

X 7 5 4 2 

X 

X 7 l~ 2 3 

X 6 2 1 3 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 8 2 5 6 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 7 5 3 4 

X 

X 6 5 2 7 

X 

X 

X 

X 

I 
I 



USNR-Samuel Volkman 

Dudley Weinberg 

Joseph I. Weiss 

Colman A. Zwitman 

6. 
DATE 

OF 
COMM. 

OR 
ENDRS. 

RETURNS HAS NO 
TO HIS POSI­

HUC JIR PULPIT TION 

9/44 X 

6/43 ' X 

8/43 ! X 

6/43 

X 

X 

X 

X X 

PREFERENCE 
( see page 6) 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

RECENTLY COMMISSIONED - INFORMATION BEING .SECURED 

Leon Adler i. 6/45·: -
I I 

Benjamin Bernfeld ! 7/45 

Alfred L. Goodman 6/45 

I 

X t 

I X 
' 

Joseph B. Messing 6/45 i 

USNR-Samuel Sobel 6/45 I 
I 

USNR -Albert Yanow 6/45 I 

X 

I X 

I X 

! 

PREFERENCES 

1. U.A.H.C. Regional Rabbi 

2. Hillel Foundation Director 

3. Educational Director 

4. Jewish Center Work 

5. Civic Protective Work (This ls a city-wide position, under 
Jewish auspices in charge of Jewish publi c 
relations work in defense against anti­
Semi tism.) 

6. Post-War Chaplaincy in Army and Navy 

7. Relief and Rehabilitaion Work abroad (i.e.) under JDC, UPA or 
UNRRA 

8. Assistant Rabbi 



• 

RABBIS WHO ARE PHYSICALLY DISQUALIFIED 

wnO ARE SERVING AS REPLACEMENTS 

WHO WILL NEED PULPITS 

PREFERENCE 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Saul B. Appelbaum 

Herbert E. Drooz 8 5 3 

Alan S. Green 

Irving I. Hausman 

Alvin S. Luchs 7 2 

Joseph M. Strauss 8 3 2 



RETURNING CHAPIAINS ALREADY PLACED 

OR RETURNED TO PULPIT 

Henry J. Berkowitz - returned to Portland, Ore. 

Abba M. Fineberg - at Lansing, Michigan. 

Charles S. Freedman - at Hillel Foundation, Boston Univ. 

Norman M. Goldburg - at Bro~kton, Mass. 

Aryeh Lev - with J.W.B. 

Julius Liebert - at Pensacola, Florida. 

Albert A. Michels - at University of Miami, Coral Gables, Fla. 

Sidney Unger - at Charleston, S. C. 

Martin Weitz - at Des Moines, Iowa. 



FIR3'i' C:20IChS 

Expressed by chaplains or replacements who were 
disqualified for the chaplaincy. 

1. U.A.H.C. REGIONAL RABBI 

2. HIILEL FOUNDATION DIRECTOR 

Jacob L. Halevi 
Abraham Haselkorn 
Samuel Horowitz 

3. EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR 

4. JEWISH CENTER WORK 

5 . CIVIC PROTECTIVE WORK 

Bertram Klausner 
Perry E. Nussbaum 

Bertram W. Korn 
Marvin M. Reznikoff 
Abraham Ruderman 

6 . POST-WAR CHAPLAINCY IN ARMY OR NA VY 

Edward Ellenbogen 
Hirsch E. L. Freund 
Norbert L. Rosenthal 

7. RELIEF AND REHABILITATION (UNRRA) 

Nathan E. Barasch 
Joseph H. Freedman 
Julius J. Nadel 
Jeshaia Schnitzer 

8. ASSISTANT RABBI 

Abraham J. Klausner 
Bernard H. La.vine 
Joseph Levenson 
Emanuel Schenk 

9. TEACHING 

Meyer Miller 

10. THE RABBINATE - A PULPIT 

Alfred Barns ton 
Martin M. Perley 

11. NO PREFERENCE - UNDECIDED 

Melvin s. Sands 

David J. Seligson 
H. Cerf Straus 

William Seligman 
Leo J. Stillpass 
Alvin S. Luchs 

Richard E. Singer 
Herbert E. Drooz 
Joseph M. Strauss 
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COPY HR 

September 21, 1945 

Rabbi Philips. Bernstein 
145 East 32nd St. 
New York 16, l. Y. 

Dear Phil: 

About two weeks ago I received from you a menorandum contain­
ing the report of Dr. Salit which he presented to the convention 
at the Rabbinical Assembly. I read it with great interest. I am 
very glad that you liked the report so much. 

Of course, you recall that the CCAR manifested its interest 
in the returning chaplain long before the Rabbinical Assembly got in­to the work. At a meeting of CANRA about~ year and a half ago or more, I called attention to what the Conference was doing through 
the appo~ntment of a Committee on F.mergency Placement with Rabbi Freehof as Chairman. At that time there was a desire expressed that there be unified effort on the part of all rabbinical groups. 
It was Rabbi Freehof' s thought that we cooperate as far as we c ould, but that the CCAR had a responsibility to its own men and therefore would proceed to look after its own men. •.t the time that I presented the plan of the CCAR to CANRA some of the members of the group 
thought that I was jumping the gun. 

Subsequently, I had a conference with Dr. Salit and told him ex­actly what the Conference was doing. 

It str.uck me as rather strange that you did not feel it neces-sary to take issue with the comparative statement made in Rabbi Salit's report which excluded JIR altogether from consideration. The J\frS represents the Conservative group. Reform Judaism, as represented 
in the chaplaincy has taken its m'11 from the graduates of the JI~ and the IIDC. Why you should approve the seeming discrimination asainst your Alma Uater I do not know. 

I wish you would send me the addresses of representatives on 
CA.NRA from the BAA and the RCA. Since they received your memorandum, I want to send them a copy of the reports of our work so that they 
might be fully informed as to what is being done in the whole field. 

If I may add one more comment on Rabbi Salits report, where he 
quotes the statistics of the JTS and the HUC, I would say that these 
statistics would have some value if the comparison were made on the 
basis of those eligible for the chaplaincy. Since the liUC is an older institution there is no justification for including in the com­putation men who are in the fifties, sixties and seventies. The com­parison should be on the basis or those who are eligible from the 
point of view of age, and furthermore there ought to be some mention or those who actually volunteered and were disqualified for physical reasons. Such a statistical statement would have value and would, 
I believe, be very interesting. 
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COPY HR 

Rabbi Bernstein 

And now I have your letter of September 18th asking for mater• 
ial which might form the basis of an article for the "Army and Navy 
Chaplain". I am sending you herewith some material that I have sent 
out to the members of our Committee on Chaplains, the Committee on 
Emergency Placement, and the members of theExecutive Board of the 
COAR. This provides ample material for a statement as to what the 
Reform gDoup is doing. Whoever is tow rite the article will seem­
ingly be speaking for the Reform group. I would, therefore, like to 
have the opportunity to see the article on the Reform group before 
it is printed. 

tith kindest regards, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

Secretary 
L~:IS CCAR COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAT NS 



, 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
COAR COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAINS 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
October 15, 1945 

A meeting of the COAR Com.rnittec on Chaplains was rield at the 
Netherland Plaza Hotel , Cincinnati, Ohio, on Monday, o~tober 15, 
1945 , at 9:30 A. M. 

The following members of the Committee were present : Rabbis 
Barnett R. Bri0kner, Chairman , Louis I . Egelson, Secretary, Mauril!e 
N. Eisendrath, Solomon B. Freehof , Abram M. Granison, James G. 
Heller , Max .Ma0coby, Edgar F . Magnin , Elkan C. Voorsan,;er, and. Mr . 
Adolph Rosenberg . 

Rabbi Bri•:!kner presided and Rabbi Egelson recorded the Minutes . 

Messages to Absentees 

It was reported that Rabbi Julian Morgenstern was :i.11 at the 
hospital . The Sel.!retary was instructed to write him a letter ex­
pressing the hope of the Committee for his speedy rth!overy . 

Rabbi Leo M. Franklin had been appointed by the Exe~utive 
Board of the CC.AR as liaison officer between L!haplains and con ?r e ­
gations, but was prevented by illness from attendinc this meeting 
to which he had been invited by the Chairman . He sent a message 
indicating his inability to -!ontinne in the post to 1-1h i 0h he hn.d 
been appointed . The Secretary was instruc;ted to write to Rabbi 
Franklin and wish him speedy recovery, and to send a ,~opy of Rabbi 
Franklin ' s ..!ommuni0ation to Rabbi Silver, tric CCAR Pres.i.d '·nt . 

Hollywood Situation 

Rabbi Brickner gave a synops .s of the dif'fiL!ulty that had 
arisen in Temple Israel of Hollywood, Calif . , w½ose rabbi, Morton 
A. Bauman, is serving as a L!haplain in the U. S . Army, and w~o is 
being replaced by Rabbi Max Nussbaum. The security of Chaplain 
Bauman ' s position is involved, and in addition there seems to be a 
violation on the part of Rabbi Nussbaum of the Principles adopted 
by the CCAR on repla~ement of chaplains . 

Rabbi Egelson read the ,orresponden0e that had passed betwPen 
our Committee on Chaplains, Chaplain Bauman , Rabbi Nussbaum, and 
the President of the Hollywood congregation , as well as ~orrespon­
dence that had passed between the President of the vongregation and 
Chaplain Bauman . The 0orresponden~e revealed that the ~ongregation 
had re~ently elected Rabbi Nussbaum as Associate Rabbi and had 
given him a contra0t for a five year term . 

Rabbi Brii_!kner pointed out that this was a •..!lear violation of 
the Principles on Replacement of Chaplains, which reads as follows : 

"No rabbi shall a~cept the pulpit of another rabbi , who 



2. 

is on leave of absence from his ~ongregation to serve as 
a Chaplain, nor shall he aecept the position of Asso~iate 
or Assistant to such rabbi, without the definite under­
standing that he shall relinquish the position, when the 
Chaplain returns to it from the servi0e. '' 

Rabbi Heller spoke of his conferen~es with Rabbi Nussbaum on 
several occasions, and stated that as offieial representative of our 
C.C.A.R. Chaplaincy Committee he had told Rabbi Nussbaum that the 
morally correct thing for him to do is to step out from the congre­
gation when Chaplain Bauman returns, and that our Committee would 
assist him in securing another pulpit. 

Rabbi Eisendrath, who had also conferred with Rabbi Nussbaum 
and with the officers of the congregation, denied ~ategorically a 
statement made in the ~orresponden~e by Rabbi Nussbaum, whi0h stated 
that Rabbi Eisendrath had de~lared that it would be all right for 
Nussbaum and Bauman to be associate rabbis in the Hollywood ~ongre­
gation. Instead Rabbi Eisendrath stated that he had urged the ~on­
gregation to wait until Bauman returned from the service. The 
officers of the ~ongregation had replied that now is the time to 
raise money for a new Temple, and they could not get the money un­
less Rabbi Nussbaum remained with the congregation. Rabbi Eisen­
drath further reported that Rabbi Nussbaum had told him at one time 
that he would leave the congregation as soon as Bauman returned. 

Rabbi Granison expressed the thought that instead of our in­
sisting that Chaplain Bauman return to Hollywood, we should try to 
find another good pulpit for Chaplain Bauman, and then re~ommend 
disciplinary action against Rabbi Nussbaum. 

Rabbi Heller took issue with that and stated that our first 
step must be with reference to Rabbi Nussbaum, and that we should 
resolve to recommend to the Executive Board of the C,C.A.R. that it 
take cognizance of the uontravention of the ethics of our profession 
by Rabbi Nussbaum . 

Rabbi Freehof stated that it is quite evident that Rabbi Nuss­
baum must be disciplined, and that Rabbi Bauman must be helped. The 
problem was how to dis~ipline Rabbi Nussbaum, so as not to hurt 
Chaplain Bauman at the same time. 

Rabbi Voorsanger stated that we have the evidence that Rabbi 
Nussbaum contravened the Principles adopted by the C.C . A.R., and 
that we should therefore recommend disciplinary action. 

Rabbi Heller stated that he was leaving for the West Coast on 
November 1, and he was requested offi~ially as our representative to 
take this matter up again with Rabbi Nussbaum and the offi~ers of 
the congrega~ion. 

The following resolution was presented: 

"Whereas, the evidence available to our Committee on 
Chaplains clearly indi~ates that Rabbi Max Nussbaum 
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has violated the principles adopted by the C.C.A.R. 
concerning the relation of the replacement rabbi to 
the in,~umbent serving in the chaplaincy, we recommend 
to the Executive Board of the C.C.A.R. that it in­
struct its Arbitration Committee to review the whole 
matter thoroughly. If, after due investigation, the 
Arbitration Committee finds that our charges are sub­
stantiated, and Rabbi Nussbaum persists in his course 
of action, it be the sense of this Committee that 
Rabbi Nussbaum be expelled from membership in the 
C.C.A.R., and that measures be initiated toward this 
end. 

The Committee on Chaplains authorizes Rabbi Heller 
to communicate this recommendation to Rabbi Max Nuss­
baum and to the Board of Trustees of Temple Israel of 
Hollywood and to explore the possibilities of future 
action." 

Mr. Rosenberg argued against recommending the taking of san~­
tions in the resolution. Rabbi Granison and Rabbi Magnin abstained 
from voting, Rabbi Granison giving his reason as follows: "My ground 
for not voting is that we are not acting wisel7,; we are not pro­
te~ting the best interests of Chaplain Bauman.' 

The resolution was adopted, and Rabbi Heller was asked to com­
municate it to the officers of the Hollywood congregation and to 
Rabbi Nussbaum. 

In the meantime, the Secretary was i nstructed to write a letter 
to Rabbi Nussbaum and to the President of the congregation, stating 
that the entire matter had been discussed at a meeting of the C.C.A.R. 
Comm:t ttee on Chaplains, and that Rabbi Heller was empolrered to con­
vey to them the findinGS of the Committee. 

As to any possible a~tion of the Union against the congrega­
tion, it was moved and duly carried that that matter be deferred 
until after we receive Rabbi Heller's report. 

Reference to Emergency Pla~ement Committee 

The question as to how long Number Two of the Principles on 
Replacement of Chaplains will be in effect was referred to the Com­
mittee on Emergency Placement. Number Two is as follows: 

"No rabbi, eligible for the chaplaincy and not dis­
qualified physically, who has refused to volunteer 
as Chaplain, shall take advantage of his civilian 
status to advance himself in the rabbinate by a 
change of pulpit or shall be countenanced by any 
congregation ln so doing." 

Likewise the matter of our obligation to replacement rabbis 
was referred to the Emergency Placement Committee. 
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Special Cases 

Bernard J. Starkoff. The question of Rabbi Starkoff's eliGi­
bility to take a pulpit was discussed. It was brought out that our 
records indicate that Rabbi Starkoff was endorsed for the chaplaincy 
in March, 1945. He was disqualified for the Navy on physi~al 
grounds in July, 1945. Before he could be processed for the '•..rmy, 
V-J Day was declared and procurement was stopped. The Committee 
voted to give Rabbi Sta:rlkoff ...!learance. 

Rabbi Albert G. Silvarman. Both Rabbis Granison and Voorsanger 
eonta~ted him, but without success. Rabbi Silverman stated at one 
tj_me that his activities at the Hillel Foundation of the University 
of Illinois were "geared to the service of large groups of milJ. t r:ry 
men, 11 and he felt that that was "an important contribution to war­
time service." 

Rabbi Granison reported on Rabbi Silverman as follows: "I 
think in all other cases there is not much that we can do, but in 
Silverman's case it is different. When Silverman was a student at 
the Institute, he was in the Reserve Army through the ROTC. Then 
he received orders to report. However, he wanted to finish his work 
at the Institute first, as he haa another year before graduation. 
After eonsiderable negotiations, it was agreed that if the War 
Department permitted him to resign his Reserve ommission at th t 
time, he would go into the chaplaincy as soon as he became eli6ible . 
However, Silverman violated his pledge. He was repeatedly urged to 
go into the chaplain~y, but gave all sorts of ex~uses, tat w~s 
doing very important work at Hillel at the University of Illinois, 
etc . (Now Dr. Sachar has assigned. him to another post in Hillel 
work.) The JIR has done everything it could to get him into the 
t!haplaincy, ancl if the Commj_ttee wants to do anything furtl1er, it 
may go ahead." 

The Committee voted to place Rabb:i. Silverman's name on t e list 
of those who would not re~eive 0learan~e. 

Chaplain Joseph Levenson. The Secretary was asked to look into 
the record of eorrespondence wit Chaplain Joseph Levenson, to see 
if it indi~ates when he resigned from the assistantship in Norfolk, 
Va., and the reason therefor. 

Continued Commissioning of Jewish Chaplains 

Rabbi Egelson reported on a meeting held by the heads of the 
three rabbinic groups, which deeided to make representations to 
Washington for a modification of the ruling whi~h stopped the further 
commissioning of chaplains. He pointed out that the rabbis who 
graduated in the last three years and who had had no pulpits of 
their own before going into the chaplaincy, should have an oppor­
tunity to obtain pulpits before those who graduate this year or will 
graduate next year; that the men who graduate no,;,,r should be enlisted 
t serve as chaplains, so that earlier graduates might be released 
from the service. Rabbis Pool and Bernstein had been to Was ington, 
but had had no success. The presidents of the three rabbini~ groups 
appointed a committee to follow through on this and to endeavor to 
secure a change in the ruling. 
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Request for Endorsement in the Regular Army 

The Secretary presented a letter from Chaplain Edward Ellen­
bogen requesting that the C.C.A.R. Committee on Chaplains write a 
letter to the Chief of Chaplains of the Army, supporting Chaplain 
Ellenbogen's request for a permanent commission. 

It was voted that a 0ornmuni~ation be sent to CMTRA to secure 
more definite information with regard to the appointment of Jewish 
ahaplains to the Regular Army, and that Chaplain Ellenbogen be rec­
ommended to CANRA for a Regular Army Commission. The Secretary was 
instructed to write to Chaplain Ellenbogen t~at we must first find 
out what the War Department will decide to do before we can take 
further action. 

Additions to Minutes of Preceding Meeting 

Rabbi Granison had requested that a letter which he wrote to 
the Secretary of the Committee, under date of July 20, with refer­
ence to the Minutes of the pre~eding meeting about Charleston, S.C., 
be in~orporated in the Minutes, and a copy be sent to the members of 
the Committee. It was so voted. (See Appendix A) 

Similarly it was voted to add to the Minutes of the June 26 
meeting in Atlantic City, the letter whi~h Rabbi Silver wrote to 
Rabbi Egelson with reference to Charleston, s. C. (See Appendix B) 

Permanent Record 

A sub-committee ~onsisting of Rabbis Egelson, Granison and 
Heller was appointed to draw up for the Permanent Placement Com­
mittee of the C.C.A.R. a list of those rabbis, who, for several rea­
sons, would not be eligible to obtain clearance from the C.C.A.R. 
Committee on Chaplains. • 

It was also voted that a report be sent to the C.C.A.R. Execu­
tive Board, re~ommending that a letter go forth to the C.C.A.R. mem­
bership, suggesting that requests for re~ommendations for pulpits be 
referred to the Emergency Pla~ement Committee, which is in posses­
sion of the records of the men regarding the chaplaincy. 

ADJOURNED. 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER 
Chairman 

LOUIS I. EGELSON 
Secretary 



My dear Rabbi Egelson: 

APPENDIX A 

MAYFLOWER HOTEL 
CAPE COD 

PLYMOUTH , MASS . 

July 5, 1945 

This is to inform you that I had a talk with Rabbi 

Abram Granison in Atlantic City on Thursday morning, 

June 28 , with reference to the Charleston, s . C. matter 

whi"'h was dis_ussed at the meeting oft e Committee on 

Chaplains held on the pro~eding Tuesday evening . 

Rabbi Granison agreed to my suggGstion that the matter 

should be closed and that Chaplain Lennard Kas~e would not 

press further any ~laim on the Charleston pulpit . I assume 

that Rabbi Granison is a~ting in behalf of Chaplain Kasle . 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Cordially yours , 

(Signed) Abba Hillel Silver 

( Countersigned) Abram M. Granison 

P . S . Pl ease note that I added the word 11 further 11 in 
the above letter . I trust that Dr . Silver w .11 
authorize the addition . 



APPENDIX B 

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
WEST SIXTY-EIGHTH STREET 

NEAR CENTRAL PARK 
NEW YORK 23, NEW YORK 

Rabbi Louis I. Egelson 
Merchants Building 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Dear Lou: 

July 20, 1945 

I feel that I must object to that portion of the minutes 
of the last meeting of the C.C.A.R. Committee on Chaplains which 
deals with the Charleston, S. c. matter. The minutes seem to me 
to be ~onsiderably and unjustifiably slanted in favor of the 
Charleston congregation and. Unger. I ~an't understand why you 
failed to include in the re!ord a number of facts and statements 
that are far more important and relevant to the issue involved 
than some of the things that you did in~lude. 

For one thing, the minutes contain no reference whatsoever 
to my statement that the Board of the Charleston eongregation 
in its official resolution announ~ing acceptance of Kasle 's con­
ditional resignation, which Kasle contends he never subm:Ltted, 
pleaded that it did so with regret, and only be0ause it was not 
possible for the congregation to secure a temporary repla~ement 
for Chaplain Kasle. At our meeting in Atlantic City, I pointed 
out a number of times that the congregation was given definite 
and repeated assurance by the J.I.R. that an adequate and per­
haps an even more than adequate temporary replacement would be 
available to the Charleston 0ongregation before August 1st. 
Approximately two weeks before Unger ·was ele 1'.!ted as the per­
manent suc~essor to Chaplain Kasle, a very capable ordained 
rabbi was re0ommended by the J.I.R. as a temporary replacement 
for Kasle. The rabbi whom we re0ommended as a substitute was 
not even conta~ted by any representatjve of the Charleston con­
gregation; nor was he invited to visit Charleston, although he 
was prepared to go there on very short noti~e for a trial ser­
mon and interview. I cited these facts at our Atlantic City 
meeting to establish the validity of the charge that the person 
or persons responsible for indu~ing the Board of the Charleston 
congregation to cancel Chaplain Kasle's leave of absence acted 
in bad faith. 

I also expressed my disappoj_nteent at the failure of Rabbi 
Unger and Rabbi William Rosenbloom, who recommended him, to get 
in touch with Chaplain Kasle or the J,I.R. or the C.C.A.R. 
Chaplaincy Committee in order to get ~1earan0e before proceeding 
to negotiate for the position in Charleston. Rabbi Unger is a 
former chaplain, and Rabbi Rosenbloom is a member of the C.C.A.R. 
Committee on Chaplains. In the ~ircurnstances, they should have 
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been more careful, and more considerate of the rights of Chap­
lain Kasle. At least they should have consulted him. You will 
recall that Rabbi Brickner said that if he had been in the pla0e 
of Chaplain Unger or Rabbi Rosenbloom, he would certainly have 
contacted Chaplain Kasle to find out how he felt about the 
matter. 

There is a statement in the minutes that Kasle took the 
Charleston position "while eligible for the chaplain y." In 
fairness to Chaplain Kasle, it would seem to me that you should 
have mentioned also that Kasle was ordained in 1942; that under 
our former r~les he was not eligible for the chaplaincy until 
two years ago at the most; that during that period he was hospi­
talized for at least three weeks; that for a number of years he 
suffered from a fever that recurred from time to time, and that 
his physicians regarded as rather serious; that he said he 
didn't want to apply for the chaplaincy so long as he knew that 
he would be turned down; that he preferred to wait until he had 
a good chance to pass a physical examination; and that when the 
recurrence of the fever seemed to end, he did apply for the 
chaplain~y immediately and eagerly, It should also be stated 
that Chaplain Kasle is married, and has two ~hildren, 

In your letter of July 18th, which accompanied the minutes, 
you state that as a result of a eonferen~e bet·ween Rabbi Silver• 
and myself, "the protest against the a •..!tion of the ...,harleston 
congregation would be dropped . " Let there be no misunderstand­
ing about this . The only thing that was dropped was the Matter 
of pursuing the issue any further. Ka sle 's protest remains in 
the re\..,ord, but he agrees not to "press further any ~laim on 
the Charleston pulpit," since in view of all that has happened 
he would refuse to return to Charleston, even if invited to do 
so after the war . 

May I suggest that copies of this letter be sent as soon 
as possible to all those who re~eived the minutes of the last 
meeting of our Committee on Chaplains, and that this lette r be 
accepted as an addendum to the minutes. 

With cordial greetings . 

Sincerely, 

( Signed) ABE 

Abram M. Granison 

AMG:HR 



Re vi sed Copy of 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

CC.AR COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAINS 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
October 15, 1945 

A meeting of the CCAR Committee on Chaplains was held at the 
Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio, on Monday, October 15, 
1945, at 9:30 A.M. 

The following members of the Committee were present: Rabbis 
Barnett R. Brickner, Chairman, Louis I. Egelson, Secretary, Maurice 
N. Eisendrath, Solomon B. Freehof, Abram M. Granison, James G. 
Heller, Max Maecoby, Edgar F. Magnin, Elkan C. Voorsanger, and 1'1r. 
Adolph Rosenberg. 

Rabbi Brickner presided and Rabbi Egelson recorded the Minutes. 

Messages to Absentees 

It was reported that Rabbi Julian Morgenstern was ill at the 
hospital. The Secretary was instructed to write him a letter ex­
pressing the hope of the Committee for his speedy re~overy. 

Rabbi Leo M. Franklin had been appointed by the Executive 
Board of the CCAR as liaison officer between chaplains and congre­
gations, but was prevented by illne ss from attending this meeting 
to which he had been invited by the Chairman. He sent a message 
indicating his inability to ~ontinue in the post to which he had 
been appointed. The Secretary was instructed to write to Rabbi 
Franklin and wish him speedy recovery, and to send a ~opy of Rabbi 
Franklin's ~ommuni0ation to Rabbi Silver, the CCAR President. 

Hollywood Situation 

Rabbi Brickner gave a synopsis of the diffi~ulty that had 
arisen in Temple Israel of Hollywood, Calif., whose rabbi, Morton 
A. Bauman, is serving as a chaplain in the U.S. Army, and wro is 
being replaced by Rabbi Max Nussbaum. The security of Chaplain 
Bauman's position is involved, and in addition there seems to be a 
violation on the part of Rabbi Nussbaum of the Principles adopted 
by the CCAR on replacement of chaplains. 

Rabbi Egelson read the correspondence that had passed between 
our Committee on Chaplains, Chaplain Bauman, Rabbi Nussbaum, and 
the President of the Hollywood congregation, as well as correspon­
dence that had passed between the President of the congregation and 
Chaplain Bauman. The ~orrespondence revealed that the congregation 
had re~ently elected Rabbi Nussbaum as Associate Rabbi and had 
given him a contract for a five year term. 

Rabbi Brickner pointed out that this was a ~lear violation of 
the Principles on Replacement of Chaplains, which reads as follows: 

"No rabbi shall accept the pulpit of another rabbi, who 



,. 

• 2 . 

is on leave of absence from his congregation to serve as 
a Chaplain, nor shall he accept the position of Associate 
or Assistant to such rabbi, without the definite under­
standing that he shall relinquish the position, when the 
Chaplain returns to it from the service." 

Rabbi Heller spoke of his conferences with Rabbi Nussbaum on 
several occasions, and stated that as official representative of our 
c.c.A.R. Chaplaincy Committee he had told Rabbi Nussbaum that the 
morally correct thing for him to do 1s to step out from the congre­
gation when Chaplain Bauman returns, and that our Committee would 
assist him in securing another pulpit. 

Rabbi Eisendrath, who had also conferred with Rabbi Nussbaum 
and with the officers of the congregation, denied categorically a 
statement made in the correspondence by Rabbi Nussbaum, which stated 
that Rabbi Eisendrath had declared that it would be all right for 
Nussbaum and Bauman to be associate rabbis in the Hollywood congre­
gation. Instead Rabbi Eisendrath stated that he had urged the con­
gregation to wait until Bauman returned from the service. The 
officers of the congregation had replied that now is the time to 
raise money for a new Temple, and they could not get the money un­
less Rabbi Nussbaum remained with the congregation. Rabbi Eisen­
drath further reported that Rabbi Nussbaum had told him at one time 
that he would leave the congregation as soon as Bauman returned. 

Rabbi Heller stated that he was leaving for the West Coast on 
November 1, and he was requested officially as our representative to 
take this matter up again with Rabbi Nussbaum and the officers of 
the congregation. 

In the meantime, the Secretary was instructed to write a letter 
to Rabbi Nussbaum and to the President of the congregation, stating 
that the entire matter had been discussed at a meeting of the C.C.A.R. 
Committee on Chaplains, and that Rabbi Heller was empowered to con­
vey to them the findings of the Committee. 

Reference to Emergency Placement Committee 

The question as to how long Number Two of the Principles on 
Replacement of Chaplains will be in effect was referred to the Com­
mittee on Emergency Placement. Number Two is as follows: 

"No rabbi, eligible for the chaplaincy and not dis­
qualified physically, who has refused to volunteer 
as Chaplain, shall take advantage of his civilian 
status to advance himself in the rabbinate by a 
change of pulpit or shall be countenanced by any 
congregation in so doing." 

Likewise the matter of our obligation to replacement rabbis 
was referred to the Emergency Placem~nt Committee. 
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Special Cases 

Bernard J. Starkoff. The question of Rabbi Starkoff's eligi­
bility to take a pulpit was discussed. It was brought out that our 
records indicate that Rabbi Starkoff was endorsed for the chaplaincy 
in March, 1945. He was disqualified for the Navy on physical 
grounds in July, 1945. Before he could be processed for the '~my, 
V-J Day was declared and procurement was stopped. The Committee 
voted to give Rabbi Starkoff clearance. 

Rabbi Albert G. Silverman. Both Rabbis Granison and Voorsanger 
~ontacted him, but without success. Rabbi Silverman stated at one 
t::tme that his activities at the Hillel Foundation of the University 
of Illinois were 11 geared to the service of large groups of milj_ t r1Py 
men, 11 and he felt that that was "an important contribution to war­
time service. 11 

Rabbi Granison reported on Rabbi Silverman as follows: " i 
think in all other cases there is not much that we can do, but in 
Silverman's case it is different. When Silverman was a student at 
the Institute, he was in the Reserve Army through the ROTC. Then 
he received orders to report. However, he wanted to finish his work 
at the Institute first, as he had another year before graduation. 
After considerable negotiations, it was agreed that if the War 
Department permitted him to resign his Reserve commission at that 
time, he would go into the chaplaincy as soon as he became eligible. 
However, Silverman violated his pledge. He was repeatedly urged to 
go into the ~haplaincy, but gave all sorts of ex0uses, that he was 
doing very important work at Hillel at the University of Illinois, 
etc. (Now Dr. Sachar has assigned. him to another post in Hillel 
work.) The JIR has done everything it •ould to get him into the 
chaplaincy, and if the Committee wants to do anything further, it 
may go ahead.." 

The Committee voted to place Rabbi Silverman's name on the list 
of those who would not re~eive olearan~e. 

Chaplain Joseph Levenson. The Secretary was asked to look into 
the re~ord of correspondence with Chaplain Joseph Levenson, to see 
if it indicates when he resigned from the assistantship in Norfolk, 
Va., and the reason therefor. 

Continued Commissioning of Jewish Chaplains 
. 

Rabbi Egelson reported on a meeting held by the heads of the 
three rabbinic groups, which decided to make representations to 
Washington for a modification of the ruling which stopped the further 
commissioning of chaplains. He pointed out that the rabbis who 
graduated in the last three years and who had had no pulpits of 
their own before going into the 0haplaincy, should have an oppor­
tunity to obtain pulpits before those who graduate this year or will 
graduate next year; that the men who graduate now should be enlisted 
to serve as chaplains, so that earlier graduates might be released 
from the service. Rabbis Pool and Bernstein had been to Washington, 
but had had no success. The presidents of the three rabbini~ groups 
appointed a committee to follow through on this and to endeavor to 
secure a change in the ruling. 
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Request for Endorsement in the Regular Army 

The Secretary presented a letter from Chaplain Edward Ellen­bogen requesting that the C.G.A.R. Committee on Chaplains write a letter to the Chief of Chaplains of the Army, supporting Chaplain Ellenbogen's request for a permanent commission. 

It was voted that a Jommunication be sent to CANRA to secure more definite information with regard to the appointment of Jewish whaplains to the Regular Army, and that Chaplain Ellenbogen be rec­ommended to CANRA for a Regular Army Commission. The Secretary was instructed to write to Chaplain Ellenbogen that we must first find out what the War Department will decide to do before we can take further action. 

Additions to Minutes of Preceding Meeting 

Rabbi Granison had requested that a letter which he wrote to the Secretary of the Committee, under date of July 20, with refer­ence to the Minutes of the pre~eding meeting about Charleston, S.C., be in~orporated in the Minutes, and a copy be sent to the members of the Committee. rt· was so voted. (See Appendix A) 

Similarly it was voted to add to the Minutes of the June 26 meeting in Atlantic City, the letter whi~h Rabbi Silver wrote to Rabbi Egelson with reference to Charleston, S. C. (See Appendix B) 

Permanent Record 

A sub-committee consisting of Rabbis Egelson, Granison and Heller was appointed to draw up for the Permanent Placement Com­mittee of the C.C.A.R. a list of those rabbis, who, for several rea­sons, would not be eligible to obtain clearance from the C.C.A.R. Committee on Chaplains. 

It was also voted that a report be sent to the C.C.A.R. Execu­tive Board, re~ommending that a letter go forth to the C.C.A.R. mem­bership, suggesting that requests for recommendations for pulpits be referred to the Emergency Placement Committee, which is in posses­sion of the records of the men regarding the chaplaincy. 

ADJOURNED. 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER 
Chairman 

LOUIS I. EGELSON 
Secretary 
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MEMORANDUM ____ ,_. _____ _ 

TO: Rabbi Robert Gordie - Rabbi William Drazin 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

FROM: Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein DATE: Oct. 26, 1945 

You will recall that I wrote you on October 12th 

concerning Chaplain Schnitser's suggestion that retuming 

chaplains be helped to study in Palestin~ I am enclosing 

items on this subject which appeared in the October 26th 

release of the Independent Jewish Press Service. 

We are placing this matter on the agenda of the 

Executive CoJllllittee meeting. 



INDEPENDENT JEWISH PRESS SERVICE, INC. 

207 POUR'l'H A.VENUE, HEW YORK ), H.Y. 

Releases 10/26/4S 

G.I. Bill of Rights Applies to Palestine 

!\ 
G.I.s who spent their leaves there, 11\1.11 be interested to learn 

that the 0.1. Bill of Rigb.te will appl.J' to Pali9 ine. Vets, who desire it, 

will be able to app:cy their benefits llDder tl'le G.I. Bill of Rights for stud;r 

at the Hebrew University or the __ -.:a Technologics.l Institute. We are cel'-

/4 
tain that there will be many Jews ng those taking advantage of this 

/. 
opportunity, it will na.tur~ have a 1pecial attraction for Jews. 

/ 
e all Tisitors to Palestine, the facts 

$he f acts refute all the anti-Zionist 

..... vered stockades of their own panic. 

0.1.s who have ~er been to estine, but who ban met the Jewish Brigade 

and other est~l,AU um.t I fn Africa, Italy, Holland and Belgiua have aleo 

~ the rff~~ at.tacbant tor Palest.ine llbich 1lill ma.b the 

otter attractiT With the profound intuition of persons broqbt up with 

the tradition / Jillt&rican respect for pioneering, and a frontier passion, b 

1/ . 
new .lma can Jiwiah generation, as native as a Sears and Roebuck catalo~ 

appreciates the dynamism am the moral fibre ot modem Palestine, en route 

to becoming a state. 'l.'he Chalutm (pioneers) who departed tor Pal.es'tiine 

last week, as well as those members of the American Hechaluts organiu,. 

tion who will soon follow thelll, after the long iJll)atient yearning of the 

war 7ears, bear out our statement. 
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VBTS 'ID STUDY IN PAIESTINE UNDER G.I. BILL OF RIGHTS 

NEW YORI (JPS)-The Hechaluts Organization or America, training pioneers 

tor Palestine, has begun recruiting American nts tor stud.Y at the Hebrew 

University- of Jerusalem and the Haita Technological institute under the 

G.I. Bill of Rights. The Veterans Administration in Washington has 

otticiaJJy stated that the benefits of the G.I. Bill of Rights will 

prior to their departure tor Palestine. The H ctiaiuts O.I. program is 

headed by Capt. Bernard Popkin who mq be contacted at Hechalutz head­

quarters, ll.40 Bro~, Nn York 1~ N.Y • 
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b) ortioial directiT• from the ' ~al :HID-IIIUtll, or Personnel 
• Glos all d1 plainey proClll"'aHnt. This 1. official ~ift8 d not 
subject ton otation. 

o) The '!rt' ne it• ap rienced chaplains 
tion Olfll1;e hoapitals a 11 overa , the n :t thi ha 
little oontidanoe in J'OUDI, inap-rienoecl chaplaina. On t.lle b sia ot ita 
needs theratetre, the Hay would prefer the older to rn ajn 1n m.oe 
long 9D0Ugh to take care of the bulk or per om 1 before they are ~arated. 

d) Th a-yy llOUl.d be inoliMd to re1ard this as .\ c,.T.l.lian rather 
than a ffY pro l . The ,rry, would regard the be t service ot Naval peraomel as it pr1mary re~ilibilit,. It would rest with the rel.1gioue groups to ettect ~ by hich pulpits would be held open until the oritq ot 
the chaplains now 1n senioe will be ilable, 11hich ia likely to be wit.bin 
the next a1x to ten months. 

It w • ~.,. that Chi.et ot Chaplains Thoma uld •lq)lore this 
•tter with •topeid8" and would ~rt to CAA,., ... at an early d te. e will 
k you info of dffelopment.a. 

I 



Re rt on Conference of G ,;,pl· ins - Phi_ a 1 hia , P . J anu ~y 1 h - 'Ot' 1946 

The onfe e e, s th cul~in i0n sever~ v e~. of t · on , th i dea 
l.ei th t grou:> o Cha 1 int, ·oul p ear • t t e onfer0n ~ of the 

e i an ouncil for J nism, and a t· p ivile e o.f t e Conference 
or· sessi~n i o d r to cv· a ri .f st·tement . Thie reoort ~ould et o 
le cthy ere e to No into the det ils of the various ,ta s of the ork . 

ice it to s y t.:1at this ulmirn:i t.:.on in Phi 1. d l hia s u ce sful 
eyon our hope . 

~8 berr with t e ide of enlistin t n cha 1 ns to ro . e i e i Aly on­
s• 1 te , • th Cha lain A :-yeh Lev eca e of hi ver imo rtr t si tion • n t e 
U .. Ch A • inf· Uorp. H greed that it t'. oul ·,ell fur a group of Cha~L ins 
to appear i~ Phi elphia at the N tion 1 Confer~nce . .e then co .sulted ~th 
Ra i Philip e nrtein . e ,; anted t be sure th t ie ere oin,, not i r,r that 
-ould e un ' gn.ified o reflect on ither tne C pl~ins or the ~ioni~t Movenent. 

Havin. t e endorsement of these two men, we tnen proceeded. 

Ch nlain ..... a, ard andr~VY , (no : . aj or) as elected as Chai,.. n of this p'l t cul· r 

roup of Ch . lain ano Ch4pl in David Cederbaum as Secretary. I t ins arr n d 

th t the cha lains arri.ve in Phi .1.delphia on Saturd y eveninr , Janu--ry 1qth 

, d Sund.a , Janua= ~0th . 51 Ch· plain('.! 'll·ere resent (li. t at · ed) . 

, n Friday, anu ry 18th, 9ccom ied y . r . Inree]J and of the 
11 11e ,,.ency Coun il lie lr-ition e:rrt ent , I , en to ade 

rrAn~em nts to meet Judge L vinthal with hom I ha s 
before . Juel e e nthal as ind enough to call the o ,nern of th , t:iree 
hilaa~l hi~ papers and .ade t:e connec ion it the ress for ~r . :uf ~n . 

then~ ee ed t see e city editors an ar ange fr a press conference 

f r unday mo incr . e also ar ·rn d f r re , en ive of the .i: e s s rvices 

, u fo the hotographers . 

Qn S turday ni>"ht , Janua y 19th, a Conference of c _Lin.◄ , ttended y l , 

·a. held . A letter was dra~ for the pur_o e of rin~ off ' c · ally for per­

rni ssi n to c.. tte d t: e "'ession b. the Chaplain and to make a bri f 0 ta tement . 

(lette at ached) Thi letter as sent in cu&to~ary military tyle and as 

delivered in p rson by two ch plains , Jr-ico Polis , -reprenentiar the N"'vy 

rd Leon Adler representin the Army . hi. e the men ere gone , the Ch, ~lnins 
de ided to ch ge the statement to e i ven to the pres;:, , rather t,1an have 
one hich had been repared before and taken aloni7 to Phi ladelphi in 
nineJ raphed form. Afte any icteas were ex· ressed rom he floor , a Comn:ttee 

incorDorate t.~ese ideas within a revi:ed statemen (attrched). 

1eanv1il ~, the to men who had been sent ·th th letter tot Council me tine , 
retarned sayi th t t.1e repl ould be gi von in ·• o hours . In ~ue tbne these 

men went b ck to the Coun il meet·nr ~nd Ch"pl·in Polish epo ted a. follovs : 

r . ·all ch ·ho had tak_n th letter from him hen he sa the , nt to . r . 

Rosen ald nd for the first time anded him the letter . ~r . Rosen·, ld 
opened i , reao it and hoo~ his he d ne atively. ~r . ;a lach then ret rned it 

to our reprtsent tives and said , 11 ,..orry, M . Roseff~:ald cannot a eot the terms 

o the letter". 

On S da mo i n , Janua y ~0 th t lJ : JO o ' clock , the Cha 1 in et aa, in in 
conference nd decided every tep to be ta en at the res conference t 1 :0 

o one wast .eak to th pres"' les i trod ced u the Ch ir nn of the e 

f r u h pur o . At 11 :00 •. t e tv·o re .. ~-·en of th P ila el hia 
"DO ln p per v,ere the e to •pt,, r ,. i th 1;hotorrap er s . Ch l· in S nl o , de a 
.)rel min ry tater ent d n c .1 ed on Ch -~lain Ro~ 1:-er r a t ... ~me. t 
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which .ou d h ve been read at t:'le Council me~tinP- that the Cha lo.ins een mi ttcd , 

a l so the letter , ri ttJn to Mr . .osen • ald asieinf for ad.mi '"'ion v,:a,.. read ( copies 

atv~ched) and copi s v~ere iven to the esr' . l'he Ch irman th n invited the press 

to ask uesti ons . 

One of th J n :sp p43rm th - aine o tbo<:'e referred to as • viu ailed to 

rep? nd to the call fo he chapL in y . Ihe s er i ven s th t tne nPrne, nc1 11 

the de ails could e obtA.ined from the Je i h elfare noa a. Another cu ,..tlon ., as 

as,ced ,het.'.ler tnose hho took the let t er to 7 r . fio,· walo :01011 ' w1 et r • ....,osen ald 

took it upon himself to turn do"' the recuest of the c . l ins r p1 "ced it before 

the meetin • Ch plain Polish then v.as called u_ on to ,;rive a fj rst-h d re ort 

indicctin~ that • Rosen . ld , without con~ltin _ any~ne , refused the re ue3 . 

r . Kaufm.,n remained in Phil de hia in order to J1alce cont~c i th the four r dio 

st Lions in order to 1et thi~ ne ·s over the radio . r . Lponn d then u dertoo o 

return i edi tely to Nev. Yor1< and sa tne Ne Yor'.<:: Ti es Cit~~ editor and the other 

city edito s upon h s rerurn . A release rv R pre ,-red by Mr . K,uf an in ~hil delo ia 

which release ~.as suoplemented by personal intervie th these editors . 

·rhis mornil'lrr ' , eV: York Times has a sto ,•i th a t, a-column heaclin -· .e secured 

this mo nin ' s .hiladelphia papers and find that the _ecord has full column nd 

the In,·uirer has a out h lf a column. 

L:rl 0 car onard 
Secr3tiry 
Co · ttee on Unity for Pae tine 



Cha9l ins who ttended .hil elphi Conference 

Aa .on H. Blumenthal 

Joshua L. Goldberg 

J cob Polish 

Herschel Schacter 

Samuel Goldst in 

Emenuel . Honie 

Jesse J . inkle 

A r .ham ,inokur 

Gershon Chertoff 

Isadore Barnett 

eon M . Adler 

. iordecai 1axman 

Louis Paris 

S. Joshua Kohn 

Abraham P. a.zis 

r-Jeh Lev 

D vid Eichhorn 

1d1ard T. Sandrow 

David • Cederbaum 

Leon 1-0Senberg 

Arnold Lasker 

~orris Gordon 

Jacob Honig 

Jacob Honig 

arl Applebaum 

Shephard 6 . awn 

Robert Marcus 

S uel Horen 

Harold Gordon 

lfred olAtch 

Isidore Signer 



T:IE I3F.LLE "" u STRATFORD 

Philad01 phia ~ Pe . 

Janua~y l9~ 1946 

i~1r. Lessin J~ Hosenwol l , .P:r sidunt 

The .\rne ric ::1 n Cuuncil fo.r Judaism, In{.'. 

Hotel :urwiok 
Philadel phiu , Pt .. 

De ur ·lr. Rosenwald, 

On behalf of a c r oup of tw8nty-five r my und .Ja vy Cha lains of 

the Jewish f t:1 itl; we r 0 s1 e ctful ly r equ1:3~t 1J~ r !'1 iss1on f or this group 

to a ppaar at the mornin6 s ssi1Jn, Sund y, 20 J·an·,.iary, 1946 of the 

National confer~n~e of the 1m~ rican c ouncil f or Judaism for the 

purpose of presenting a brief sta t e~ent. 

JOSHUA L. GOLD.u ..i.RO 

Comdr., Ch. c., USN! 

s. J OgI UJ\ KOHN 
Lt• Comdr., Ch. c., USMS 

B.r Hand 

J a cob Polish 

Lt.• Ch., c., USNR 

Leon I • Adler 
let. Lt•, Ch• c .. USA 

Jinc e r ly yours. 

E ·;JARD T . SANDRO' .. 
~• t, J Or., Ch .. C, 1 U'"' 

hHYS}H LEV 
Lt. coi .·, Ch. c.' USA (Rt~ s) 

·-



In view of the defamatory statements end innuei.lcl.oes mede repeatedly by responsible representatives of the .American CoL:10 : l !o Judaism~ im­pugning the patriotism of A.mericc..1n Zionists, we t,he °l.ndersigned : Rabbis 
in Israel, serving as Chaplains in the Armed Fur~es ~f o~~ n3~ion~ registdr our deep resentment and disupprolful of such rock:i.ess ai1a. un-Amer1.can alle­gations" 

Of the 305 sui·v1.vj·:g 8hoPlains of th3 Jewish faith who responded un­hesitatingly to the c8ll of our cou:1try in its hour of neer,., 228 have already identified th3:nselves with thd Zionist ideal, with r eplies expected from many still ovarseas. Fo:... a:iyone to insinut1te that Zionism tends to diminish the full measure of d0votion of these 228 R~bbis to Am~rica is the height of impudence I) 

such an accus2tior. ,,omes wq.,!1. p1;. rticu1.a:..~1y b· d crace !'ram an organi­zation which numh.~rs amor,gst it :: 1.1.Juc.'~e r&hip 'Tlon 111J-10 did noL r..:Jspond to the oall of the responsible Jewish co~~iafaion to &Jrve iL the Chaplsincy. 

As Chaplains, we deµlore such irreligious conduct on the part of the Council. 

As sarv~nts of God, we call upon the Council to desist from defaming the memory of tbe thousJnjs of Jews who believed in Zionism, nd who fought and died for their bclloved ~uneric 'h 
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PRESEN'X: 

APRIL 8, 1946 

Rabbi I.Tilton Aron 
Rabbi Samuel Berliant 
Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, Presiding 
Chaplain Aaron Blumenthal 
Chaplain Ralph Blumenthal 
Rabbi Ifax Davidson 
Rabbi Louis Egelson 
Rabbi Ben,ja:ni Friedman 
Rabbi Robert Gordis 
Rabbi LouiE; Levitsky 
Rabbi Simcha Levy 
Rabbi Elias i argolis 
Dr. David de Sola Pool 
Rabbi Emanuel Rackrijan 
Rabbi William Rosenbloom 
Rabbi Bernard Segal 
~Rabbi Elias Solomon 

- .. -- - - .. 

Re.bh i 1 :ax David Eichhorn 
Rabbi Aryeh Lev 
Jl'.abbi Lee J. Levinger 
r r. Sol liei sberger 

---------

New York 16., Nev1 York 

BY 
INVITATION: 

Rabbi Abraham Goldberg 
Chaplain Harold H. Gordon 
Rabbi Samuel Gordon 
Dr. Osoar Janowski 
1r. Bernard Postal 
:a-. Frank L. "Heil 

The Chalrman announced t he appointment of Chaplain (: ajor) Ralph 

Blumenthal as the Jevdsh Chaplain on the staff of the Chief of Chaplains 

Offiee in Vfashington. Chaplain Blumenthal has served with distinction 

both in thie oountry and in India and has been in the service sinoe June. 

1941• Before that time he held n cor.unlseion in t he Reserves and is a man 

who has atto. ined his position t l"'-rough seniority and ability. Chaplain 

Blumenthal has already signed up until Jue 1947 and may be entering the 

Re6ular Army. Y."e oan therefore look fonrard to a rather lengthy and 

eooperatiTe association vlith hi rn and t e Chief of Chaplains office. 
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The Chair r.10.n also took the Ofl'i Ortuni ty to welcorie back into civilian 

life some of the former chaplains present. Ye then called on the Executive 

Director for his report which follows: 

EXEC UT!VE DIRECT OR 'S REPORT 

Chaplains are being se parnt ed ranidly fro~ t r•e service. Eaoh letter 

of complaint from a cl a plain is followed b y another in vrhich he regrets t hat 

he "sounded off" and advi_ses t hat v'Iithin t he ... ext week he will be on a boat 

coming home, an d out of t he service. And yet, it is beoanse of this rapid 

demobilizat ion t }~r t V!e have o. nnber of real, serious problens. By July of 

t h is yeo.r we vri 11 v.u ovr t he strenr,t h i n t 1, e cba.pla in 's corps. Our plans, 

t herefore, m· st brine into being a Jevri.sh chaplains' t,orps vrhi oh wi 11 serve 

for the next four or f i ve yeqrs during t he oocunational period. At present 

we are doing very litt le over and above t he usual standardized practices of 

CA; RA in supportinc t he work of t l e cr-.aplain s on duty. For those who remain 

we must set up standardized procednres so t l at t 1~- e men vrill ha.ve a feeling 

t hat the Jevd.sh community of America l"·as not let t he!"l dovm and t hat they will 

receive the same baokin1~ as did t heir brother ohaplains during t l~ e war 

years. It i s for t hat reason t 11at I had prepared and ser t out to the chaplains 

a paragraph on t he f ut nre of CA.RA, in order to answer those who are being 

separated and question t he need of CAl ·RA, and in order to assure those who 

are remaining t 11at C.i.J RA vrill definitely stay in bl' Sines s. In order to show 

the minimum requirorrients f or t he contin1 1 c• tion of CAi RA, I should like to 

include in t his report a fev1 paragrapLs from t l,e l e.st " Schmoose Sheet." They 

are: 

I• F''iTl RE OF CA.' 'RA 

n-\. e will be allotted a 3. 7 1 of t he 1500 arny cr.aplains to be kept in 

service during t he occu .at i onal period. That means t t at a.pr roximately sixty 

Jewish Army chaplains will be needed for t 1~,e next few ~ears. • ,e will have 
I 

to inorease the pressure on t l .e •. e.r Departnent to reopen the cl~aplainoy to 
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recent seminary gre.duates who enjoyed t he accelerated courses. This will 

permit more of the chaplains now on duty to be separated at an earlier date. 

Y!o will require at least seven 1'.a.vy cl--•.aplains for the regular ravy to 

eover the larger installations in this country and overseas. 

·;:e have ap nroxima.tely nine chaplains entering the Regular Army in the 

next two months. In addi.tion, as t } o si.ze of the Rer;ular Army is increased 

more chaplains will be accepted. 

If universal miU.ta.ry training is passed, tl: en we will have to establish 

a system of servi ce for six to eighteen months on t he part of c~aplains in 

the Reserves. 

The Veterans Administration hc,. s alreadJr taken three full-time chaplains 

and will take on more as their hospital program develops. 

All indieations point to ~aintenanoe of at least 100 installations 

in this country which will require coverage. There will not be sufficient 

ohaplains. A systen of servjce b y comnetent local rabbis and preferably ex• 

chaplains and possibly full-time r flbbis employed by CAI"RA, has to be estab­

lished, This VQll be implemented by t he report of the Field Secretary, 

Rabbi Eichhorn. 

77ainta.ining and improving our s~•stet· of supnlies, publications e.nd aid 

to chaplains v:ho remuir in the service will be given hi ghest priority. 

Re-evaluating t he worl,. of CAi RA, its contribution, oreo.ni zation and 

future is of paranount importance at this mo~ent. 

On the bus is of t Le exporier ces of t ~1 e v're.r, CAl RA will have to eare­

fully watch the revi sions of Te.hles of Organi za.ti on e.nd ot: er ~·:ar and Navy 

Department circulars which effect the peculiar assignr, ent and duties of 

Jewish cbaplains, 

The above a.re only a re., of t r· e irr, ,., ediate prob_lems to Wf'ich oan easily 

be added an"'ther list. stich matters as field visits, chaplains associations, 



employment problems of ehaplains, etc., etc. 

We have come through five years of experience which have enric~ed 

us all and have made one of t he most significant Jewish contributions to 

the American Jewish scene. The next year or two of CAFRA should bring 

about the solidification of all the gains we have made to date and the 

establishment of the Jewish chaplainoy on a permanent status in the arme.d 

foroes and Veterans Administration facilities of our country," 

II. STATUS OF AR. Y 

A. The total number of chaplains in t he army as of April 1 is 123. 

B. Tv,o regulations should be brought to your attention. 

1, All men over forty-five and all men with Limited Service B 
are to be separated from the chaplaincy by April 15th, 
This involves another ten immediately. 

2. A new rule in effect permits all officers including 
chaplains v,ho have had two years of service by Augtlst 31, 1946 
to be separated from t he servi ce. Only tvrenty-six would 
remain on this basis plus thirteen who have signed up for 
anotLer .:ear or for re r..;ular a11ny. This makes a total of 
thirty-nine• 

c. On the basis of army strength at t hat time we will only be per• 

mi tted to have sixty army chap la.ins. v,-e wi 11 t herefore be 21 chaplains 

short if the r;ar Department strictly abides by t he above two policies. 

This all means that betvreen this very day and AugDst 31st 79 chaplains will ' 

be separated from the servioe if we use ~he .thirty-nine fi gure and sixty­

three if we use t he fifty-five figure. 

D. This, of course, brings to t Le fore the following problems: 

1. A warning to the rnbbinio groups on the matter of placement, 
especially as we are so close to the righ Holy nays. 

2. The importance of setting up priorities for the various 
installations in the United States which will require chaplains. 

(a) Approximately thirty to thirty-five men will remain 
overseas during the occupational period. This leaves 
approximately twenty men for all the army installations 
in the United States. The problem of oovera.ge is a 
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serious one to us and visits to the field are being ~ade 
during the month of Pay and early June by the staff and 
members of t he Visiting Committee. 

(b) Our latest re port from t t.e Euro pean Theater indi oates t hat 
althou r;h 39 men a.re now t her~, on l y 18 wi l l remain in t he 
Euro pean Theater, and t hr ee i n t t e l ~diterranean Tteater. 
In t he next few wee ks 18 men will be returned fro m &Jrope. 
l .. e are not as well acquainted vYi th t he nui~1ber to be ret v. rned 
from t l1e Pacific Theater, but all indi cati ons point to the 
fa.ct t hat only tvrnlve v!ill remain in t hat Tr_eater. 

II I. STA'l'GS OF l A ,: Y -------
As of April 10th we wi 11 ::cave on ly ten 1nen remaining in the Favy . 

They are Barnston , Goldberg, I~asle, Yodel, Pilchik, Polish, Sobel, Stillpass, 

Vol knmn an d Yanow. ill chaplains in t l-~e Navy wi 11 be out by June 15th• 

It is esti r.iated t hat for t he occu natiora l per i od a nd for t he peacetime 

period at least seven r1avG. l c r, a pJ.air s a.re regu:i.r ed . To dat e , only one 

cha.plain has a p·.1 lied and will probab l y be commissi oned in the Re gular }!avy. 

The places where t hese full-time c l .aµ l ains a re require d ar e t he Third Naval 

District (New York), Fifth lJavaJ. Di str i ct ( No r folk ), Ninth Na.va l Di strict 

( Great Lakes), Eleventh Na.va l Distr i ct ( San Dief;O), Tvrelfth Naval 

District ( San Fran of s co ) , :B1 011rteentl J'Tava l Distr j_ ct ( Pearl Harbor), and 

Guam. 

It is interestinf; to note t Lat so f a r all of our c ha.plains who have 

been se parated are on an inact i ve sta tus an d can be called bnc k to duty 

wi t h ont the i r con se •1.t at any t ime• A detailed re port has been prepared 

by Chapl ain Goldb er g an d wi ll be presented later on t he a genda. 

IV, VETETIAl- S hD" I I STnATICT 

Three chaplain s hav e t hu s f ~1. r been ass igned to Veteran s Administra­

tion at Northport, Dronx , Sa:wtelle, ··.e a.r e now meetint; wi t 1, t he Veterans 

Administrati on or,. t lie proble~ of having cl•a plain s appointed to do area 

work. The ureas we are tryin~ to c over are Chioago, ' Boston, Connecticut, 

New Jersey, and Unper New York State• Cii..IKA has not ta J. ·en an off icial 

stand as to its r elationshi p to t }tese Veterans Administration ohaplains. 
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It is my recom, ,1endation that t hey be cons i dered in t r.e same manr er as 

chaplains in t lle arr,w and navy in a.11 matters of administration and 

services rendered by C.hl"RA and t he JVm. Rabbi Davids on wi 11 report for 

his oonm.i ttee on t ··ds subject. 

----------------
I should like to take this onportunity to officially announce the 

apptintment of Chaplain (:~jor) Ralph Blumenthal as the Jewish chaolain 

on t he staff of t he Chief of Chaplains Office. Chaplain Blumenthal has 

ser~ed with distinction both in t :,is country and in India and has been in 

the service since June 1941. Before that ti"le he held a. coffi.lllission in 

ti1e F~eserves and i s a man who he.s attained his positj_on throu~h seni•rity 

and ability. Crja pl ain Blumentl1a l r a s alrea.dv s igned up till June 1947 
V 

and r,1ay be entering the Regular Army. r · .'. 8 can t herefore look forward to 

a rather lengthy and cooperative associ ation wi t h hini and t r, e Chief of 

Chaplains Office. 

VI O ,.. J llI ,.,. n r ' '" ' T. E JE" ·re r- (1 " ·1·. I r·' • < c cr~rro"·· 
• u- ~ •, t.Jl\ 1.·, ,1- .. _ .. , ;~ ..; . l ,h _ . u 1-.u u-..: .t1. 1 ----------------------

Since the last r.ieeting of C.-i.i1I'.h a Jevrish Chaplains Association has 

been organized, A full re oort of t he pu rnose of this organization and 

its membership will be read to t his meetinfi by Rabbi Eernard Segal who was 

elected its f i rst President. 

VII. PASL OVER 

As is done each yeo.r, infor.1at i on concerning J·assover and its 

observance, and requests for leaves t i erefure v ere se t to t i--.e .a.r and 

1;avy Dena. rt ents in behalf of servi cemen. The usual responses were 

received giving authorization and quoting onrrent regulations to that 

effeot. 

Adequate supplies have cone out to t he v r i ous Theaters of Operation 
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including the European, l~diterranean, Pac i fic, Alas Yan, Carribean, 

South American, Forth Atlantic, Indian, and Chinese• Since there is , 

no longer secrecy ns to s hipments, vre have been a.ble to obtain na.mes, 

ship numbers, dates of shi ppi ng and arr i val, and mar!; i nr s of packages, 

and have in every instance sen t on t h is infor n1ation to t he cha plains 

concerned so t hat t hey could be on t he alert f or the~1 , ar d take them in 

custody as soon as t hey arrived at t Le various ports. Frori a great many 

area s we have a l ready rece i ved word t hat t he su pplies have arr i ved. All 

should be at t he i r dest i ne.tions i n ample ti Me for di str i bution before the 

Holiday. 

In addition to providing t l e starldard items as matzoh, wine, haggadahs, 

greeting c rds, an d l eaflets, we i,ave, upon occasion, provi ded cha plains 

with supplementary food for sedarim and for observant ~1en for t he entire 

week . In some instar.ces we have even provided paper cn ... >s, plates, etc. to 

insure a. !Jerf ectly kosher s e dar. ·,·e r ave f 11r t ter sent oash advances to 

chaplains for t he purpose of purc hasln r~ kosLer foods t her:-isel ves. 

In add i tion to w} at we l·.uve sent, t Le ·;. ome s Division ha s sent in 

bulk to the va rious Theaters Passover ~ac kages in large quantities. 

In addition to t he J\.'B hagr;adahs we have nade ava. i l ab le to chaplains 

in small quantities other hagcadahs. 1. e Lave a file of ex-chapl a ins ar d 

rabbis v,ho ure r~ady to cond1.1 ct sedarim vrhere no regularly ass ig .. ed 

chanlain s are available. So far t he requests lLave been fevr , and it has 

been possible to assi gn act: ~c or separated cha plains to t hem. No 

civilian rabbis will be ass1gned as lonb as ex-cha lains are available. 

So far t he requests have been few, and it has been possible to assi gn 

active or separated oha.plains to t hem. 1- o civilian rabbis will be as signed 

as long as ex-chaplains are available and des i rot1s of serving , 

Respectfully Submitted, 

ARY1,r LEV 
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The Exec,1 t5.ve Director's re;iort vms A.ccepted as road. 

Rabbi Lev nentioned t l nt froY.1 ti ·r,e to t i·,e dele ,•ates r· ave been sent 

to ·1:ashincton on t 1:e questj_ on of reo peninr-; of con.,.., issioning , but t hat tre 

Chiefs of C.: han l a ins Lave nothi ... . g in writing concernin r. t hi s prol.lem. He 

suggested t .1at t hi s was t he nroner time to put it in writing in order to 

have a dofini te memorandum on file shov,inr; our concern with t he problem 

and of our des i re and recor1.r1e ndations to solve it. 

Cons i derable di sc 11 ssion en s 1 'ed 0.r•d a motion was ma.de, seconded and 

unanimously carr i ed that a Memors.ndnm be sent to t he Chiefs of Chaplains, 

outlining t he entire onest ion of re-oneninr: of procure'"'lent. Rabbi Lev was 

as ked to draft s uch a letter. 

-------------
Chaplain r~al h ;', lu:1entli.n l nenti oned t l at a nev, d i rect i. ve • e.d iust 

been iss1 1ed rego. rdinr· t r, e 'ff:: cers t eserve Corps , which sta.ted tl'.at all 

men on ter:-1in 1 l e[ ve v1ho vrero in t : e c.rny aro now l·eing offered a. 

commission in t ~,.e O·r'' ficers Reserve Cor ;1s, but subject to t ~e following 

conditions: They mi ~~ t be under cater ory one or two. 

1) Until 1947 t hey must be eli gible for genera l service. 

2) They vrill be [i ven t } e grade previo 1- s to their ter:ri. ri al leave. 

They mtist huve an effi cienc..,r rating of 40. They are subject to oversea.a 

assignment. They are s1.~bject to a downgrade no lower than t hey held in 

December 1941., .rhen t r·ey a:o pli e c1 • 

It is obvious t l o.t t h.ore is very lj t t le inducenen t in t :·at policy. 

A mes sage oame throur;h t ~1at a.11 officers inclnsi ve of goner 1 offi cers 

will be subject to a demotion of one grade in monthly increMents. If men 

go into t r e Officers Reserve Cor ns t hey vri 11 be subject to t i- e same 

downv: ard grade of a.djnstment, - o:- e oa.nnot g~ lo ,er t han a. Captain. There 
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are no other new vrar Department policies which I knovr of. 

Chaple.in Ralph Blunenthe.l furt ter stRted that the Chaplain's Depart-

ment sent a memorandum to the Chief of J'ilite.ry rersonnel, that all cha.plains 

who are not occupying full-time posts are to be declared surplus and be 

returned to the states. However, any Theatre Chaplain can choose to ignore 

it. Procurement at this time shows a very discouraeing picture. 

PI:OBL:C . Oi' FIEJ ,D COVEP.AGE 

At the outset, Rabbi Eiohhorn oalled the Committee ts attention to the 

faot that it becane necessary for him to spend his time in the office 

instead of the field, which accm.1.nts for the infrequent field visits. 

Nevertheless, two tri s were made. Rabbi Benjamin Fried!"'an did an 

excellent job in the south, and he will be asked to report on that later 

in the meeting. 

The other trip was made by nubbi Eiohhorn, throu6h t l•.e New England states 

for a very definite purpose. He stated that he did not go to that area. 

to visit chanlains, but to v~.sit installations that had no cbe.plains, 

as a.n experiment to see what we face when t here are no chaplains. As a 

result of this visit tie wrote a report which Rabbi Lev a.slred Rabbi 

Eiohhorn to present at this meeting. 

There are· many installations vhich vrill n0ed coverage. The ideal 

solution is to ,ave full time army and navy cha lains to do tle work: the 

second best method j_s to have full tine civil ia.n rabbis engaged to do 

that vrork; barrine; that, to I ave civilian rabbis engaged for one day a 

week; and ti~. e next sugcestion would be to have students secure a rabbini­

cal ruling in order to get leave for one or two days a week to do that 

job. The least effective and desirable is to have voluntary oovera.ge by 

looa.l rabbis on a paid basis. Both corununities and rabbis have a feeling 

that this method te.s a great many serious disadvantages, r-a.mely, they 
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always have to na.ke their army or navy work secondo.r y . In every comrnuni ty 

t here vrere instnnces v-!here a certo. in rabbi promj sed to hold a service 

a,1d did not show up. 

Another weaYnes s is t 1· at it oreates a. certain a.no u-_t of j ealousy; if 

one is doine it and ot~ers are not t i ere is a certain amount of prefer­

enoe t hat has been shovm. This would be obviated if vre had auxiliary 

chaplains. It would be preferable to have a person from the outside do 

t he jo~. Te best effect is to have a full-time rabbi d, the job. 

Rabbi Eichhorn's recof"J.T'iendation vras t hat a.s fe.r as possible we employ 

the same nerson to dQ a continuous job. 

c·-1{ El"T IrAVY D1·:PAR1 L.~' T ~)OL1: CI ES 

Rabbi Lev read a merriorandum from C a.plain Joshua. L. Goldberg regarding 

the status of Jewish c}-. a plains in the navy which f3llo "S: 

"Bef-:,re oxpressine; o. personal opinion on f1.1ture needs, I should like 

to state that, in t l:-: o li;t t of MY ners~nal ex perience, one cannot speak in 

te:rr,s of riercenta,; 0 o:f' LTevrj s t er np l e i ns in t r e Pavy .. The l'avy is t r.. e Pleet. 

The Fleet's unit 5_s a s r i p. It j s q11i te evident t r,a.t no Jev ish chaplain 

will be assign0d to a shi p. Let rae state ore exn.mnle. One of the largest 

oarriers had over 100 r1en aboard, t he larr.e~t number · I have ever heard of 

on a single ship. Three ~ont~s later, because of di aotarf es and transfers, 

less than 4 0 remained. A similar fluctuation took place on t ~e 

USS ; lSSOr Rr. In tine of peace, the percentae;e of Jevrs on any ship would 

not warrant the assignmer..t of o. Jewish chaplain, 

It is logical, t herefore, to a.EsuJT1e t hat Jev.rish chaplains would be 

l :.nd-based. Here too, there is a problem. A non-Jevrj sh chaplain is 

assigned to a "sinele" station and is sometime given additional duty at 

another station in t he imrledio.te vicinity. Tiowever, his basic orders 

are to a sin le station. Our problem on land is similar to t hat on ships. 

We have small numbers scattered at many stntjons. The only solution to the 
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problem is to permit the Jewish chaplain to serve 11 horizi,ntally", that 

is, for him to work o t of District Headquarters, i.n order to be of 

maximum service to Jewish personr..el • 

r.-i th this in r.iind, I believe that a maxinum of seven Jewish chap-

lains would answer primary needso They are to be stationed as follows: 

Nevr York (THIRD Naval District) 

Norfolk (FIFTE ?aval District) 

Great Lakes (rrr.,~r Naval Dis'i.;rict) 

San Dieg,:, ( ELEVE ITH Naval District) 

San Fro.n. ( T,. l:L:F'T·:~ Ha.val District) 

Overseas I EARL • ARBOR , G1 AJ r 

Of course there wi.11 be scattered lJaval Establishments , particularly 

hosni tals, o· t of reacr of t : e reg-ular cl ·aplain v·orl ines out of "Headquarters". 

In order to give a maximum service to mi lite.ry personnel, it seer.1.s to me 

t '1at it vrill be necessary to enga;;e five, po sibly more , full-time civil-

ian chaplains, v,h.., w~uld give "horizontal" service in the units that are 

out of physical reach of the nilitcry chaplajn. This civilian chaplain 

will no d~ubt cover both Haval and Army Establish.'nents tbat fa.11 within 

th:i,s Qategory. 

I should like the r.i.embers of t l e CAFRA to note tle.t t he Chaplain's 

Division of t he F. S . J1 avy has one out of its vray to maJre it possi le for 

the Jevrish cl aplains to serve 11 horizor,tally". Indeed the Jewj sh chaplain 

has had a greater meas 1 ·re of loconotion tr·a.n the non-Jev!ish chaplain. In 

some instances, these "priviler; es" given only to t r e ,Jewish chaplains 

were questioned by su neri ors vrho Here not in t· e habit of Laving a. Jewish 

oha1. lain attached to their comnand before tl e war • 

Kno ing of t1 e concern of tl-e Chaplain's Division of the lavy for the 

reli 6ious welfare of tt e ,Jo ·Ii h personnel , I am quite certain that tt e 

precedent establis~10d duri G the '"ar V!ill e contint1ed in peacetime • 
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I spoke nersonally to severb. l of tbe younger cha plains urging them 

to apply for transfer to t he regular JTavy, It is my hope that some will 

respond . So far, orl~r r,1 e c1:aplain Sar,1uel Sobel, a · 11 d for transfer to 

In conclPdinc , let r.~e se.y t be.t all tLe 43 Jeri sh chaplains vrho 

have served in t l·i e l·avy vrol~ld joir. ne in statin6 t hat tre I avy bas given 

us every opportunit ~, to linister to o 1r men. On tJ~e ot r.0r hand, as ore 

v:ho is intif"'!ately far1 iliar ·.-ri tr. tr~e ministry of tte ot}· er 42, I vii s h to 

state t hat, individnally and collecti vcl.,', tl · ey r.ave writ ten a rich chap­

ter in t ,ie g loriou s nar.;e of t : e CLe.nlain's !Ji vision of t he n.s. i'Javy in 
·;:orld r ar II . " 

The report was accepted with t tarks, 

--------
Rabbi Levitsky riade ner:1 t"i on t t et at t: ·_e Arinue.l ; ·oetin

1 
of the Jeri sh 

.t'elfare Board to he c,eld in •. as}d.nft on, I~~. · 4th-(th, CAi RA bad hcen in­

vited to partici nate in a orie honr nrocr11M d1 ~rin r· tr.e St day evening ses­
sion . 

T e C11.~ RA contrjbution to t r e session v1ill be divided into °bJ'O parts. 

~a.hbi Louis Levits ky v:iJ 1 serve as Chair!"'lari for t he CA F•A sessio , e. d will 

deliver t l· e introd otory re arks. In tl· e f • rrt -rmrt of t be C~~ RA pro
6

ram, 

Rab bi David de Sola ;'ool vri 11 s 1;eal-: on 11 Rolati o-r s hi ,, s with ~·.-ashington"; 

Rabbi Joseph Lookstein wil] spPal: on "The C>e.r la.in in Action a.s Isa.whim"; 

Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner vrill s pe,,J,- on 11 Tl.e Amerioa.n Ra binate in Time ef 

, .. a.r" . In the second ,,a.rt, e. ne.nel wj 11 be for111ed cor sist inr, of three 

chaplains, E11a.nuel Racknan, C .arles Shul· w.n, anc1 Berne.rd Sese.l, Three 

qnestiors are to be addressed to t hese ohe. lains fror1. t l e floor. It 

we.s deoj ded t l.at t hese questions shovld dea.l vr~ th each of tl·e tr.ree papers 

nresented by tJ1ese 1en at t he Chanlain 's Conference , 



.. 

.. 
- 13 -

To Chaplain Bernard Seg~l: 

a) 

b) 

Y:1-.at evidences of anti-senitisM. did t r e Jevrish snldiers fini 

in the Arny or l,avy? 
From ymtr Arny experience, did it seem that the work of the 

so-oa.lJ.ed good v!ill nove, ents is havinf; any lastinr, effect? 

To Chnrles Shtilrie.n: 

a) • a.s the war-ti r1e relatior shirJ between tl•e cLapla.ins and tl ·e 

JI B satisfactory? 

To Emanuel Raoknan: 

a) 1· hat vreal··nesses in Aner5 can Jev,ish. life were revealed by y01..1.r 

experience in t: e el• aplnincy? 
b) ·1 hat steps do tl.e cl· a.plains believe mi ,tt te taken to correct 

these vreakresses? 

Rabh! Levi tst y also stated that v!i tr. regard to t l" e Jewish 1 ·e.r 

Veterans, a corir'tittee representtn~ CA1 RP. e.nc' tl ·e Che.plains' Interim 

Con.Mi ttee called on Con• antler : ·e.,: Col er of t1 e t_Tewj sh y·P.r Veterans on 

Th 1rsday, i-aroh 7, 194h to brinf; to his a.ttentior the dissatj sfaction of 

both organ5.zntions in t he urpoint ··•.ert of PJ.D I ABfu\··A cr·n ,L as Ne.tiono.l 

Cha.plain of tbe Jevlish ·tar Veteri-.r s. Tl,e fol lovring were tl e members of 

the Co~1·1i ttee: nahr,i . ·nx Do.vid Lichhorn; C~1aplain Joshua GoldberG; 

1(0.bbi Aryeh Lev; J.t:i.bhj_ LC'e J. Levincer; te.bhi Edward T. ~androw; and 

~abbi Dernard Secal, 

They entered into t1·:e reo.so. s for their dissati sfactior., especially 

stressing tl1e fee line and desire on behulf of both orce.n iza.tior s to 

see a Rtrong o.nd respo1 sible Jevrisl 1 ar Vetere.rs or ~·e.ni~ation v•hich the 

chaplains would be amdo t1s to sunport. Co!"\1•1.ander Cohen ex:1lained tr.at he 

was familiar with the si tPution b1 •t tmfortt•r.ately could not remove 

Rabbi Chill unless charges v1ere 1;r.eferred, iie 3tregsed that tbat was the 

only procedure, other tJ ,an vol11nt .r;[ resigration, which coi.1 Jd bring about 

t 11e removal of tr.e chaplain fr'i>m tl ~e office. The Committee felt tl.a.t it 

did not desire to brine oLarc;es aga.inat a fellovr re.bni, 

r.hen they reached this ir:1 ;£>. sse, jt vms Sl'g?-:ested tl·e.t possibly another 

chaplain mi [:ht be apnainted to act o.s tl •e associate-chaplain of the 



.. 

.. Jewish : .ar Veterans. This ne\1 c ~ c.plain would be ci ven good publicity 

and would be t he onl~r ore vrho vrou ld be ei ven t lLe honors in connection 

with the various functions of t he orr,a.nization. n e CoT'1171i ttee accepted 

this comproMise only on t : e basis t l:e.t t ~ e Corrit· ander l: ad no mea!' s of 

removing this cha plain, except by cot'.rt martial, an action t hat the 

CoMmittee did not desire to take a.gair.st a. fellow rabbi. CoT11.mander 

Cohen promised to tal-:e aoti on in t i , e very r_ eo.r ft~t t re and es sPred t he 

Corruni ttee that he vrould be riost r~a ppy to cooperate with it b~/ asJring for 

clearance of any cl1aplain vrr.on re vrould appoint. 

P..abbi Levi tsk:r furt1
• er stated t • at on t he m~estion of ecclesias­

tical endorseMent of Cr.aplain ; fax DF..ina for t : e F.ee;ElQr Arrriy v,h ich was 

returned to t l-.e :Cxecl1.ti ve Board for f t,rt l .er consideration, the 

Executive Boarc a 6r ~ed t hat Chaplain Daina not be grar. ted ecclesiastical 

endorseMent. 

As for tie Eranting of ecclesiastical endorseme~t to Chaplain 

i 1iorris • ·atthews for tr:e Regt1.lar Army, t he Execut i ve rice.rd a creed to with­

hold his ecclesio.sti oal er.dorsenent until s 1:ch time as h e is interviewed 

nersone.llv, 
• " 

Rabbi Levitsky f1rt : er stated t•at r ahhi Ben j e.min Tintner seeks 

eoclesie.sti cal ePdorsernent •o of the date it was vri t!: drawn. Ee.bl:: i.. 

Levi t~ 1
~: stqted t l1at e.t t : e terninatf on of P.abbi Tintner ts year of 

act i._-re; ctt: t v , v:L:. <., ~:. er,ded Dece :t- er l ~ll, c;. HA permitted Rabbi Tintner 's 

c c- c l e r ir.t:it~ ca l end0rse ,ent to lapse by v: i t t holdinr, the reindorsement 

&. t t r; at time. The Lxect ti ve :-' oard ie aware of the fact t !-' e.t beca•~se of 

Re.bbi Tintner 's a:::;e r e vri 11 pr oi.;c..r- l y n 0t he c e. 11.ed to act i ve dut~ , but 

it feels t hat it s hou l d l ~te to ; (1 !.,c r~: c r t·d ::.. : i,: r al" tj nf t l nt endorse-

r.ient in order that ~:ablii Tintner • ' • t l e..~• enJ oy n1 c:- s : 1; 

I-.. considerable and lencthy disc tis si on enst'ed, after vvh i ch a not ion ~ as 

!~ ade, duly se ·onded ard ur.ani r1ously oard. ed t l· at ecclesiast i cr 1 endorse• 
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ment be granted to Rab i Benjar,1in Tintner, effective as of December 1941 . 

Rabbi Levitsky al~o stated that P.ab i Lev reported t" the 

Committee t hat he had written to Dr. r~inkelstein in connection ·with the 

statement in t h e New York Times of Februe.ry 27. Dr. Finlrelstein replied 

to Rabbi Lev's letter but innlud0d a statement to the effect t hat the 

letter wa s to be considered confidential. It was decided by the Committee 

t l at another letter sh0uld be wr i tten to Dr. F'inkelstein exnlaining that 

I",abbi Lev did not speak fo1 hi nself but r a ther for CAI 1TIA and t he chap­

lain s, und there f ore requested a reply v hich cnuld in turn be sent to the 

members of CJ·l.l RI and t he chaplain s. Rab bi Lev ree,d a dra ft of s uch a 

letter to t lte Con ·ittee and rece i.ved its apnrova l. 

Rabbi Gordis cal l ed t l'. e Conmittee's attention to a pamphlet, 

"American rmy Chaplaincy" prepared in t l·.e • Of fi ce of t : e Chief of Chap­

lains in which no mention is nade of t} ·e W';rk of C I- Rh and stron p;ly sug­

gested t hat a letter be sen t lodGi n[; ovr resent ~ent towards this 

omission. 

Rabbi Gordi s f urt l• er state d t l:at t 11ere wa s inadeq1 i;;. te reference to 

Jewish chaplains in ,,.orld .. ar I; no menti on ne.de of ·,--orld v:a r II; no 

mention of Jewish T)art j_ ci nati on; n o reference to t he number of men at 

posts; no mention of endorsenent of c· .a plains by CAr RA; no mention of the 

Jews playing any pf:l.rt in t hj s war. 

t t h is p:>int Rabbi Davids on stated t hat since t he pa r1nhlet came 

out a fevr n or. t h s ago , he v·ondere d v•} etLer Rabbi Lev vr0t1 ld know t ½e 

relat i onshi !) of t he Chi ef 0f Cl·. e.pl ains to tl :at pa phlet. Rab i Lev stated 

t l at t he namphlet v:as )'re pure d in .., e pt o, ·,ber or October, o.nd l e r. ad no 

knowledge of t he preparat i on of t r.at art i cle in t he r my and J avy Chaplain, 

The nan vrho vl?' ot e it is Cha pl a in 1:oneyv:ell. .After c onsiderable di scus­

sion, it was a greed t L.at l!abl,i \;illi ar:i Ro s enbloom pre pare a memorar dum on 

this iss rn, 



., - 16 -

Rabbi Davidson, Chairman of t l e Sub-Corn.r1i ttee on Veterc.r.s Administra.­

ti on Chaplaincy renorted t ~·.e. t t l.ere vrere n ac'ditio.r a.l r.a rries to ore sent 

for endorse ent at this r..eetin c~ , in vievr of t r e fact t::at a large nuP.1ber 

vrere endorsed at tl e neetin r; in -::ashington. T-Ie f i rther re"1orted that 

three a P 1)ointmer ts had bcon r.iade - Chaplain Y illial"" I:oser blatt to 

Sawtelle, Calif.; Chaplain Joseph Lief to r orthport; L,. I., ar d 

Cha.plain hi lip -.:) i Lcus, :i, rr-mx, l • Y. 

Rabbi Davidson further stated t he.t VA requires t r.at part-t i me 

chaplains receive evdorse er.:.t. Or~e S\.~ch request was received, and a letter 

askin6 for com'1leting an app l ication was ser.t to the cardidate. 

Rabbi Davidson fnrtl er statec. that al thou c h CL· PJ 1-.as r; or e along 

on the understanding t ~at it will l ave t~e seme resporsibility for a~d 

relationship with the ct u;1lains of the Veterar. s AdministratioE as it had 

with the chaplains of tte Arned lorces, revertleless it has not been 

definitely stated as a policy. l~e ste.ted trat t 'r e Sub-Co: 1mi ttee requests 

CA•· RA tE' adopt this as an official ;,olic;r in order t i at t"e Executive 

I ireotor have a basis for hta deulir.gs with t :, e c a plains in the Veterans 

Administration. It is urderstood t · at the same fine spirit of cooperation 

which was had with t l-:e J r-ny and ravy Corrar!i ttee of tte Jewish , .. elfare 

Boe.rd in re le.ti on to military er a.plair.s v ill continue ir.. the Veterans 

Adr1inistrati\,n. A r1ot.; or. to tl c.t ef: ect vras me.de, seconded and unanimously 

oarried. 

RLSPONS~i GO :· ITTL:C 

Rabbi Lev stated that P.abbi F'reehof vran"t d to know whet· .er tr.e 

Responsa CoMmittee should be disbanded. Re.bbi Lev felt that there 

vmuld be important gnestior.s raised, qtlestions which will be of a military 

nature, for example - re~atriRtion of bodies, etc.) and recomnended to C ~lRA 
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tlat the Responsa Conmittee be contin1~d. A 1otion wes duly mace, 

seconded o.nd un .... nimously oa.rried tr.£.t thi. s Comrrii ttee be contint!ed. 

:(r. Frank L. 1 0il stated, "You v·ill recall that soMe tl.ree or four 

"lontl1s a6o I wus requested to desif;nate men to underta1'·e tl c various 

missior s in response to invitations from t e ; ar and l1javy Derartments. 

At that t5.me it looked as thou1_;h there would be a need for three such trips; 

one to Euro ne, or.e to tLe CB I at d one to the Fac"ific. nab bi Lookstein 

was invi ted to t I dertal'e tao ETO are£'., whicl '. Le did, and made his final 

report to you. In t l.e r·.an,y months t· at have elapsedi, it was f cund 

unnecessary fo:r a CBI mission. 0,: t l e otrer !· a1· d, a need for a Pacific 

mission has become very ir'lportar,t. I!e.bbi Lookstoin 1·.e.s t' r €:; ed that a 

Pacific mission be undertaken . I am happy to report that I I-.. ave 

invited Dr. P..obert Gordis, e.r~d he Las ac(\epted. };e vri 11 make his arrange­

ments to leave some ti ·e around J1..nc. 

I vrould like to call anot: lSl' natter to yo i• r e.ttention. I read with 

a great deo.l of interest the riinute.s of tr.e last meeting of C ·~r··R.A. It 

was the disct ssion wi tr. rec£:.rd to t 1 e f r t re responsibility of Ci-.1 RA and 

the bodies of J ,.'B. Tl·e di6c • ssion was extremely interesting and the 

sug ·estions "lade are very provoc~tive. 1ay I su~Gest tl~t -you desig .ate 

a. cor1J'Tlittee of three to meet vii tr. me e.nd r.w a.ssoc i ates to discu.ss t hat 

matter a.t further len;_;th. It see~s to r1e tr..at tr•e particular service 

of c ·· & was so s11ccessfL~l in war-tj_r.1e that it nay r..a'lle various activities 

in the peace-tine progro.rri of J.'H. Tr .. is comrn.i.ttee shr,uld soon meet and 

in due course report fror.i ti .1e to ti r• e on the steps tl· a.t ay develon. 11 

A motion was duly na cte and unanhr1.ourly carried thE.:.t t he Chair!T an appoint 

a coruni ttee of three tA discuss vri. th tr.e JVifi the place for Ci) RA in the 

religio 1s progran of the entire v1.T!. This comrd.ttee v ill consist of the 

Executive Board of C I: ~L. 
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---------~------
1' i th ree;ard to tl1e fut ure nf c~ .. · 1-u .. ,. t i e Chair· an ste.tec~, all 

indiba.tions point to mair,. tehe.r.ce of a.t least 100 major a.r r~y, ne.-vy, 

and veterars ad: 1. inistrution ir .sta lJ a.i:.j onf in this cotmt:ry vrrich will 

require covera.t~e. There vrill not Le sufficient cl' a.rila.51:s. A 

sys ten of serv .:.ce by com;1ete1· t local re.bl:-i s a. :d '.·,referatly ex-chaplaj ns 

and possibly f11ll-b.•1e rabbis e1'1YJloyed by CJ~J ru , ! as to be established. 

·:: hut is ir,volved 5.s tl·a.t a nurnber of civilian re.b1:i.s vrill lave to be 

from t l e field representatlvo, Rabbi Uichhorn, and is. to be fou nd in 

t 1.e renort oft e I:xecut5ve Director . Follovr i.ng a disc11ssjon vr.ore 

all a.greed, u rriotion vras adopted to tl :e efff ct t hri.t Ci~i1P..A employ 

full-ti r:1e rabbis to cover t he inste..llatior.s not. pro perly covered by 

c l aplainr, . The rabbis are to cone nnder tl.e direct jurisdiction of 

Ra. bi Derrn:, rd Se bn 1 stt,ted t : :1 t .t t l. e I orthoastern Conference of 

tl.a ,Jevlish cl e.plai.n s 1'1cld at t } e L''em·y 1h·dson Fotel on Febr\'e.ry J-1-th to 

6th , and attended by ei t~ty-f ~v clanlai1 s ,nd ex-cl .aplains of ' orld 

r:ars I a.nd II, a. crrr.Pd.ttee of seven vro. s elect0d to or e- ani ze a. per"1anent 

Je1dsL Chaplui'1.b AssorJiat ion. 

Thts Corami tten cal 1 ed a r,1 e tine of all Jevli sh cr. n. plaj s a d ex-crap­

lai s on Tuesdu_r, : ,arc h 2(;t1 1, ~-.t. t 1 e Cer tr f.l. l Synag; or; 1 e, Fev1 Yor k City, 

for t}'e pur pose of or s: ::..nizi1-r; s 1 c~ an a. soci ati or. . Althou r,h only forty 

chapltdns v1er0 fat: le to at i. e-r..d ·U e r10et i 1J; , ever 160 indicated their 

interest in joi,·· i LC s11ch iw or r; aniz&tion . 

Tl1e follov1i 1, c objectives were a.dontcd ,rianim01.1S ly by t he nev,ly 

organized Chaplains As~oc i ation: 
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1. To maintain ar~d develop the s nlri t of fellows hip and cooperation 

t hat has e;ro~m out of our experience in the armed forces. 

2. To heln fashion a reli r~i ons und ed tJ catj onal t:i roe:raM f or Jevrish 

veterans, an d r:articipate with other interested groups in tl.e development 

of a reli gious a. cl educatiora l orogr a'1 in tr.e r ostwa.r mili t r, r y estab-

lislment. 

3. To coo ·,ero. te vri th a1 td f 1 rt l er t l.e interests of Jewis h era.p lains 

in servi ce nd to protect tl ·e rig'. ts and welfare of cLapl a i ns uDon their 

retur n to civilian life, 

4. To coo 1 ··er :--.te vrith othor cta:1la.ins' or r;anizatioys in tLe realiz-

ation of 011r comP1on ai 1 s ancl idea ls. 

5. 1'o f un ction in all r1atters affecting t he welfe.re o.r.d interest 

of t he Jewish penple as s he.11 be dec111.ed advisable. 

6. To coo perate with r-,atr i otic orf~ e. :~. iz~tj or· s for t be f 1:rtl:erar ce of 

t he American wav of life. 
~ 

The prinlcples on eligibilit:· fer n er:1bership were ado nte c' . Possible 

a.ffi li a.ti on v ~ t h Jevli s _ ··:a.r Vetera.,_,-- s of' t l1e Fni ted Ste. tes, t • e t1a ti onal 

Jewish ·relfa.re Board, or t : e Synncog: .: e Co1 1ncil of America was discussed. 

Upon :"lotion du l y rriade and seconded, ard after due deliberatj_ cn, it 

vms unanir.1ously v oted t hat t l-.e Jevd.sr. cLaplo.ins As soc i a t ·i on is and s hall 

rerne. in at all t i es an auto. omol,~ body. 

OVERSD.Ll.5 n. .. i?rn~T 

The Cha.ir·an welco1 ·L0d I:aJ,l.:,i :11.t e l Cordon £i.nd called upon hi to Give 

o. report on t he cho.p l airi s' prob lems during t he occu pation ryeriod. 

Rabbi Brickner expressed t he t LanLs of C1\i I~.A to Rabbi Gordon for his 

excellent report. 

The da.te of t 1te next meeting vms set for soP1e ti"" e dl.ring t l-- e month 

of July . Respectfully Submitted, 
GERTR UDE rJ. ... t 
Secret~ry to CA ;RA 
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Rabbi Louis I. Egelson ,Secy. Cleveland, Ohio David Wice 
Merchants Building 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

May 2, 1946 

Louis li tt 
Bernard Zeiger 

At the forthcoming meeting of the CCAR, to be held in 
Chicago, an afternoon vd.11 undoubtedly be set aside for the 
consideration of the problems resultin~ from the chaplaincy. 

One of the decisions that the Conference will have to 
make is the length of time that the Principles , adopted by the 
Conference, shall remain in force. • 

I am enclosing a copy of the Principles herewith and 
wish to call your attention particularly to No. 2 of these 
Principles, as well as to No . 4. 

,~fuat is your opinion regardin~ the action that the 
Conference should take with reference to No . 2 of the Prin­
ciples? For how long should that particular Principle be in 
effect? Furthermore, we should like to hear from you as to any 
suggestions that you may have for further safeguardin6 the 
interests of the men who have served in the chaplaincy. 

With kind regards and looking f ory,ard to heo.rinc; from 
you in reply, vre are 

Very si eP,. yours, 

I (/ 
:, 

Chairman 

/J , -:q {;km. 
~ fr'/4-VY- / I (j 

Secretary 
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June 25, 1944 

PRINCIPLES ON REPLACEMENT OF CHAPLAINS 

The Committee on Chaplains has been endeavoring to perform 

a difficult task, to serve the Jews in the armed forces with 

maximum efficiency, to preserve the morale of our rabbis and 

congregations, and to prevent serious impairment of our religious 

life. To achieve these objectives, the full coopera t ion of rabbis 

and congregations was and is indispensable. From the very begin­

ning, we have had this cooperation to a heartening degree. We 

shall need this still more, as the war goes on and the demand 

for Jewish Chaplains becomes more extensive and insistent. 

To perform its task, the Committee on Chaplains has formu­

lated a number of principles, and seeks their approval by the 

Central Conference of American Rabbis and by the congregations 

affiliated with the Union of American Hebrew Congregations~ 

1. No rabbi shall accept the pulpit of another rabbi, 

who is on leave of absence from his congregation to 

serve as Chaplain nor shall he accept the position 

of Associate or Assistant to such rabbi, without 

the definite understanding that he shall relinquish 

the position, when the Chaplain returns to it from 

his service. 

2. No rabbi, eligible for the chaplaincy and not disqual­

ified physically, who has refused to volunteer as 

Chaplain, shall take advantage of his civilian status 

to advance himself in the rabbinate by a change of 

pulpit or shall be countenanced by any congregation 

in so doing. 



.. 
-2-

3. A rabbi, even though advised by his family 

physician or others that he is physically 

disqualified for the chaplaincy, will not be 

so regarded by the authorities of both the 

Union and Conference, unless he submits to a 

physical examination as prescribed by the 

War and Navy Departments and is rejected 

officially. 

4. Chaplains now serving should feel assured 

that everything possible will be done by 

both the Union and the Conference to protect 

their professional interests and to see that 

the services they are rendering will receive 

due consideretion, and that on their return 

every possible assistance will be given them 

to recover their status. Furthermore, it is 

the hope of the Conference and the Union to 

set up a system of Pulpit Placement. An 

essential part of the record of all rabbis, 

to be submitted to the Pulpit Placemen~ Com­

mission, will be their service in the armed 

fore es . 

5. The need of supplying the number of Chaplains 

requested by the Goverrunent has created a 

serious manpower shortage in the Reform 

rabbinate. To li1eet this shortage various 

expedients have already been adopted: 
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a) Inducing men who have retired 

from the active rabbinate to 

volunteer their services as 

replacements. 

b) Availing ourselves of the ser­

vices of properly qualified 

immigre rabbis who have come 

to the United States. 

These expedients are not sufficient to solve the problem. 

The Committee on Chaplains now faces the certainty that addi­

tional steps are necessary. 

1. We should ask congregations in which more than one 

rabbi is serving (except i cases where the senior 

rabbi 1s doing essential national work) to release 

one rabbi that he may serve a congregation which 

otherwise may be without rabbinical leadership. 

2 . No rabbi shall take a position as an additional 

rabbi in a congregation where there is already one 

rabbi, except where the incument rabbi is incapaci­

tated through illness. 

3 . In communlties where there is more than one congre­

gation, joint services ndght be arranged, thus re­

leasing some rabbis for replacement positions. 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAINS 

IN COOPERATION WITH THE 
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RABBI BARNETT R . BRICKNER, CHAIRMAN 
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East 105th at Ansel Road 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

EXECUTIVI: BOARD 

MAURICE J , BLOOM, cwb n-gh, N . Y. 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE, Providence, R. I. 
STANLEY R. BRAV, Vicksb ,1rg, Mi s. 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
ALAN S. GREEN, Troy, N. Y. 
JAMES G. HCLLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ARYEH Lev, Wa,;hington, D. C. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ALBERT G . MINDA, Minneapoli!':, Minn. 
PHINEA!> SMULLER Cldca~o. 111. 
HARRY J. STERN, 1ontreal, CannJa 
LOUIS WITT, D:iyton, Ohio 

At a meeting of the Executive Board of the COAR, which was held 
during the Biennial Convention of the Union, it was decided to 
merge the Committee on Chaplains and the Emergency Placement 
Committee into one Committee. 

Because he had undertaken the Chairmanship of the drive for the 
HUC Endowment Fund, Rabbi Freehof asked to be relieved of the 
Chairmanship of the Emergency Placement Committee. Rabbi 
Brickner was appointed Chairman of the Joint Committee. 

Rabbi Brickner has asked me to call a meeting of the Joint Com­
mittee on Cheplains and Emergency Placement for Thursday, May 23, 
at 9:30 A.M. Eastern Standard Time, a.t the office of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, 34 West 6th Street, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

There are anumbe of important matters tha.t the Committee should 
consider before the next meeting of the CCAR. 

Please let me know on the enclosed card that you will attend. 

With kind greetings, I am 

sincerely yours, 

LE:JM 



May 15, 1946 
__ E V I R A N D U 11 

SUBJECT: Heeting with Chief of Chaplains, U.S.A. re Opening 0f Procurement 

On r!,.,nday m')rning, r.~ay 6th, 1946, Rabbis Pool, Brickner, 

Levitsh.-y, Simcha Levy and Lev cal l ed upon the Chief of Chaplains to discuss 

again the questi0n of reopening ~r pr~cure~ent f or chaplains. This meeting 

was in accordance with a decisi1n made at the CPNRA Executive noard meeting 

t he ni ght previous. 

Chaplain i1iiller made reference to the letter he reeei ved from 

Dr. Pool in which the case for the reopening of pr ocurement for chaplains 

was outlined in writing. (copy attached) Chaplai n Filler stated t hat as far 

as he could see, there was no chance whatsoever f or t he opening of procure­

ment in t he immediate fut1.~re. Pr ocurenent in a.11 branches of t he service 

is closed at present. 

Dr. Levitsh.y stressed t he point t hat t he decision must come in 

the immediate future, in faot within the next few weeks, inasmuch as three 

of the seminaries were graduating classes who were prepared psychologioally 

to enter t he armed f 0roes as chaplains. Rabbi Lev pointed out t hat as of 

August 31st only approxinately thirty-nine men would remain who had less 

tho.n two years service, and t hat witl in ea.ch of t he f ollowing months more 

and m~re chaplains who attained t heir fu l l two years service would drop out 

of the corps. It was, t herefore, essent i al t hat we loolr ahead to what was 

forthcoming and provide men now from t hese three schools before any of them 

had accepted or were assigned to pulpits. Chaplain r iller again repeated 

that he understood and ap· reciated our situation and our problem, but that, 

nevertheless, t he TTar Department does not approve the opening of procurement. 

Dr. Pool then suggested that if t he Chief of Chaplains could not 

reopen procurement because the overall policy of higher authority would not 

permit it, then we might be of service to the Chief of Chaplains by ouraelvea 

going to higher authorities and supporting the Chief of Chaplains in this 
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request tor reopening of commissions. Chaplain Miller stated that he did not 

think that we should go to higher authority and advisei letting things go 

as they are until we aotually are faced with the problem of there not being 

sufficient ooverage by Jewish ohaplains. 

Rabbi Briokner advised Chaplain Miller that this entire matter was 

of serious conoern to the rabbinate of Amerioa which had witil now come 

forward in generous numbers to provide ohaplains for the armed foroes, and 

that it showed this concern .by thinking now of tha future, ainee we shared 

Jewish community apprehension re proper coverage. He told Chaplain Miller 

that CANRA is now placing itself on record to the effect that through ita 

varioua constituents, it oan provide 11now" and in the next few months - - and 

prior to High Holidays, suffioient men to take care of the neeie of tho 

service during the first year of the occupational period. However, once ,he 

present graduating olasaes from these seminaries are assigned, it will be 

very diffieult for us, and perhaps impossible f or us to provide ohaplaina 

when the War Department gets arow1d to reopening of procurement and oommis­

sions. We do not wish later to be put in a difficult position beoausa ~he 

army failed to look ahead. 

Chaplain Miller advised us that he was empowered to call baok t~ 

active duty 300 chaplains who had already been separated from the servioe, 

were in the reserves, and would give their oonsent to return. Rabbi Brickner 

advised Chaplain Miller that this would not benefit us in the least inasmuoh 

as Jewish ohaplains were all separated with their own consent and therefore 

would not likely come back to duty. The provision may be helpful to other 

denominations whose chaplains were £oroed out of the service through surplus, 

but would not be helpful to us at all. 

Chaplain Miller then stated that he appreciates the .forthrightness 

of this statement and also of the situation. Nevertheless, he requests that 

CAlraA al'\3uld not go to higher authority at present. He assumes complete 
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responsibility for Jewish chaplaincy coverage. As Chief of Chaplains he is 

responsible for pr~per coverage for all denominations. He wants to take 

this matter up again with higher authority and see what oan be done. In the 

meantime there still is proper coverage~ When there isn't. he will be open 

to oritioism. The meeting was adjourned with Chaplain Miller assuring us 

again and again of his ooncern, his appreciation, and his obligation in this 

entire matter. 

Reepeotfully Submitted, 

ARYEH LEV, Executive Director 
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Chaplain Luther D. Miller 
Office of the Chief of Chaplains 
War Department 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Chaplain Miller: 

April 10, 1946 

At a meeting of the Committee on Army and Navy Religious 
Activities of the National Jewish ✓elfare Board, held in New York 
on April 8th, it was decided that a memorandum be sent to you 
outlining our case for the reopening of commissions for Jewish 
chaplains in the United States Army. Most of these arguments 
have been presented to you orally, but it was decided that they 
should now be presented more formally, and in order that you be 
able to transmit them to higher authority if you so desire. 

The rabbinical bodies which make up the Committee on 
Army and Navy Religious Activities of the Jewish Welfare Board 
were responsible for the entire Jewish chaplaincy procurement. 
Each rabbinic body dealt with the rabbis of its own grcup, and 
made special arrangements for its constituents to come into the 
service. In most instances, because of t he shortage or rabbis in 
the civilian communities, these rabbinic bodies had to clear with 
the congregations, and come to an a greemen't in terms of replace­
ments and in terms of part-time rabbinic service in order to 
reoeive their approval for the release of the rabbi• All this 
the congregations and the rabbinic groups were prepared to do 
during the war emergency. 

It is realized that the war is not yet over. ?e 
realize that the men who remain in the Armed Foroes must still 
be served and, perhaps, with more zeal than ever before. How­
ever, it is felt that the ·f{ar Department should cooperate with 
us and be equally fair to the rabbis and congregations as these 
rabbis ~nd congregations were with the war Department through­
out the emergency. It is not our desire to have less Jewish 
chaplains in the Army, and inadequate coverage, but rather to 
change the chaplaincy personnel, 

In order to accomplish this we have for the past few 
years asked our theological seminaries to accelerate the course 
of studies in order to provide replacements for our chaplains. 
The seminaries have acquiesced to our desire, and have in the 
last two years graduated men at an accelerated pace. These 
men went through an accelerated course with the understanding 
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that they would serve in the chaplaincy as replacements f~r the 
older men who entered the service. These graduates are now anxious 
to come into the chaplaincy, and are prepared to serve. 

There is also a matter of fairness to the chaplains who 
have already served insofar as pulpits are conoerned. If procure­
ment is not opened to permit the reoent graduates of accelerated 
courses to enter the chaplaincy, then these men will fill the best 
pulpits. Later on, vrhen the present chaplains are turned to civ­
ilian life, they will be at a disadvantage in terms of placement. 
fie will thus have a situation where the men who served their 
country in its time of need will be placed at an unfair disadvan­
tage in terms of pulpit placemento 

I 

We understand that appointments for commissions are 
being made in other branohes of the servioe, and we therefore 
urge that you grant authority for the re-opening of commissions 
for Jewish chaplains. Such action will be a souroe of strength 
to our Committee to continue functionin g in the years to come 
and to coopera. te ·with the vJar Department in the peace years as 
we have during the war years. 

Sincerely, 

DR. DAVID de SOI.A POOL 




