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DR. LEO JUN& 
Rabbi 

:Jle Jewi:Jl Cenler 
RABBI ' S STUDY 

131-135 West 86th Street 
"N.,ew York 24, "N.,. Y. 

Phone SCh11yler 4-2700 

Cdble Address "Rosester" New York 

Rabbi Ab~a Hillel Silver 
East 105th Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

J J.ly 10, 1945 

Rabbi Opher informs me that I have been 
appointed chairman of the committee to prepare this 
year's Synagogue Council statement on Rosh Hashanab., 
and that you and Rabbi .,1il ton Steinberg a.re the other 
member of the committee . 

ay I suggest that we exchange drafts , 
or if you prefer, that I send you mine, you annotate 
it, and as soon as we have come to an agreement we 
submit it to the Synagogue Council . 

iith all good wishe~, 

LJ: 1\.!P 
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August 3rct, 1945. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
i. 105 Stree and AnRel Rond 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear bba Hillel• 

PHI EAS SMOLLER . C.:hicairo. 111. 
HAR v J STERN, Montreal , Canada 
LOU 19 WITT, I> .. l t un, Ohio 

Jirll'y wnx ho has be/.'..\n servinc: as secretary of the J stice and Peace Comrti.ssion and who ha.pened to b~ in Baltimore talked to the t'oreicn ffairs orn..1iri. t ee of the For • n Relations Committee of the ,enate and secured a hearing for the Conference inc onnection litt the United J ations• Charter. I had instruct'ed Jinrny to contact you to see if you could present he con erence stat~ment . Under he pr-==isent travel restrictions it muld have been im~ ossibls for me to co e from norther lisconsin to /ashin ton, es­peciall .. r in view of the uncertainty of the exact ate of the hearing and theday on Yt'hi h the en nference represenativ ould be called, if he was to be called at all. 

Jim1JlY i'ax went there and read the sta1- ment whjch I had drawn u - a st3t ent which was in keeping with previous conference declarations. ·~ax has told !'le that he , as in to,1c with you a.nd that he sent "O, a coriy of the statement. I sent a copy of the statement to Uarcuson to e j_nco or ed in the yeAr" 
book. ~ 
At A lan tic City a meeting of the admin.:s r t.i v e c rai. t tee of the T 1 tice and Peace Commissi n deci.ded to ha e an In­stitute on Judaism c:1nd Race Re la ti0ns in New York Cit , per­ha s at the Jewish I'!'lst:i.tnte of Re • ,ion . I +.ook tris ma er up in 1!e York at a uncheon nttend~d b r as IB.a.11 r of ur collea ues as I could ther. h.,. 1r-i e al s . athe ic. 

Our ropo~al is to h l d the Insti ute som~ i ~ in he ear]y 

• 

•• ud th work of J STI E hall be PE CE." lu i~ h 2-17 
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Page 2 - August 3, 1945. 
Rabbi ailver 

PHINEAS SMOLLER 'hicu~o. Ill. 
HAFI v J . STERN, Montreal, Canada 
Louis WITT, D11 }' t on, Ohio 

Fall in ?Jew York City. TherP. are enou-,h of our colleagues 
in the metropolita!l area to come to IL York wi ;hout viola in 
ODT regulations so that we could eet a representative gathering. 

Our intent is to follow the techniques of the Institute on 
Judaism. -: hilein llew York I conferred with Dr. Gene .. '/elffish 
of Columbia who has bea, very he pful in drawing up the pro­
gram. Our tntentions are to hold the meeting on a Sunday 
and 1onday beginning 0unday norning and perhaps have dinner 
Sunday evening or Monday evenin . 11 the sessions will be 
limited to invited i.ndi vidu ls who wilJ share in the delibera­
tions and help draw up the f • nal statement except those at the dinner meeting. 

As in incinno. i the statenent drawn u.. will h€' the state . ent 
of the group and will cmnmit those pr sent and no one else. 
The dinner if it can be. arranged v•o ld be tlie one public 
meeting. If possible, we should have it addres3ed b~,. a 
SupremP Court justice, like \ iley Rutledge, '\\horn I bow per­
sonally and who is a fine liberal statesman, b,,. some prorrl.nen 
clergyman, such as Reinhold tJeibuhr, and we hope by you as President of +.he conference. 

Arthur Lelyveld vmo is chairman of Race Rela ions Committee 
of the Cornrnission is in Nev, York and I hope he will look after 
the details of the rran ements. I should like to e invited 
to the next meetin~ of the Executive Board to discus s with 
th8 Board the future reports of the co•nrnissj_on, the r.i.atter of 
a perri.anent secret~ry, and our relationship with the Union. 

''And the work of J USTJCE shall be PEACE." ha i:it, .i 2- ,7 
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ST LOUIS, ( 8) MO HARRY J STERN, Montreal, Canada 
LOUIS WITT , 111,~ tun, Ohw 

August 3rd, 1945. 

Rabbi i'.)ilver 
Paee 3 - Augu 3 

I presume tha ~rou are in London. Upon /Our return 
I hope to have a reply to his letter. 

ith all booa wishes, l r~main 

fr1i/frb Isserm..1.n, Chairman 
JUSTIC J AND PEACE 

'',..\nd H1 wor'i of JV TICE shall be PJ<:ACE." laaiali P· 17 
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ST. LOUIS, ( 8) MO. 
HARRY J . STERN , Montreal, Canada 
LOUIS W I TT, Dn) ton. Ohio 

COMMISSION ON 
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FERDINAND M. ISSERMAN, CHA IRMAN 
JULIUS MARK, VICE-CHAIRMAN 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
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GENERAL COMMISSION 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

I wrote you in the summer months about the Institute on Judaism 
and Race Relations which the Justiue ;.t[eace Commission plans 
to 9old in New York City parallel to Institute on yudaism 

(JJ:Jtl/'a Just and Enduring Peace in which you participateG(', Because 
the former Institute was held at the Hebrew Union College, the 
latter is to be heid at the Jewish Institute of Religion, Sun­
day and Monday, November 18 & 19. Round tables on various as­
pects of the race problems of the world will be held, out of 
whose discussion will come a statement of principles. Partici-
pating in the Institute will be invited laymen, members of our ' 
Conference and other selected Rabbis. On Sunday evening, we ./J 
are planning a dinner. This will be the only public_i~tt9~f~...,,.~ 
of the Institute. To that dinner we hope to have ~-1 
a Justice of the Supreme Court£ I have alrel4Y invited my friend 
Justice Wiley Rutledge of the Supreme Courtl ~ .... a nationally known 
Negro and a distinguished Christian. We sh~uld also like to 
have you, as president of the Conference, a~;speaker that night. 

I have written and asked to be invited to attend the meeting 
of the Conference Executive Board in order that there might 
be a full discussion of the Justice and Peace Commission. That, 
I think might obviate some of the difficulties that come up 
at the Conference in connection with the annual reports. I 
should also like to find out if to pro~ote the Institute on 
Judaism and Race R!lations we could not draw on the Horace 
Wolf Memorial fund which was established ·to further some social 
justice project. ou may recall that the last Institute was 
financed by the Edward Israel Memorial Fund. 

With all good wishes, I remain, 

M:bh 

S~rs, 

Chairman1 ~~ustice 
''And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." haiah 32-17 

and Peace 



wrmplr 1Jsrnrl 
&utut ~nuts 

FERDINAND M. ISSERMAN, RABBI 

OFFICE OF THE RABBI 
KINGSHIGHWAY ANO WASHINGTON 

SAINT LOUIS (8) 

October 2, 1945 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Si lver 
The Temple 
E. 105th Street & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6 , Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

Y/ire me if you want me to come to the 
Board eeting in Cleveland on October 9th to 
discuss the Justice and Peace Commission with 
the Board. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

1~ 
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Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

I rP.gret very much that it was physically impossible 
for me to ~et an~r reservaticns out of vt. Louis to Cincit,­
nati, either by train or plan~, and what was more important, 
from Cincinnati back to ..:,t. Louis, hen I applied. Under 
the circumstances I could not cc.-n1e. 

Uot be~n1 certain whPre the Jonference was to meet, I 
telephoned Jake ~farcus ard suggec,ted to him what I wanted to 
bring up. However, he apparently did not ~et my message 
very clearly . The extra money that I asked for was for the 
Institute on Judais~ and Race rtelations, whtch w uld be held 
in Ne York, and abou _ which I have written you. The Horace 
'.olff money could be used to publish the findings of that 
Institute. 

The holding of this Ins+,i tute was decidAd on at a meet­
in6 in \tlantic City b~r those members of the Justice and 
Pec1ce Commission who ·1i1ere r1resent . Subsequently I \ rote to 
the members of the entire Connission asking .heir o .inions 
and their suggesticns. I re~eived no unfavorable re ·lies. 
Those who took the trouble to answer were r.i.ost favorable . 

Because ibhe dates originally selec+.ed conflicted wi ha 
roo eting of the Zion Organization in Atlantic City, the date 
was chaneed . The Institute will be held at the Jewish 
Institute of Religion in New York City on Sunday and .!onday, 
Noveflber 25th and 26th . The Institute !.Jinner will be held 
on uunday, overrber 25th. ,ill you be ava;lable to address 
it? 

" And the work of J TlCE shall be PE CE." l ·aiah 32-17 



Page 2 
Rabbi Abba Hillel dilver 
October 11 , 1945 

Thus far , Dr. vveltfish of Columbia University, Bruno 
Lasker of the Institute of ~acific Relations, and Edward 
BArnays, Public Relations leader, have agreed to head round 
tables . valter •,1hite of the N.A.A.C.P. has agreed to speak 
at the dinner. 

I had hoped to be present in Cincinnati to aid in t he 
appointment of the Commission for next year . I could have 
told the board those men who really were concerned, who 
answered letters , and showed an interest, and thorewho have 
been valueless to the Commission . Among the administrative 
group, Leon Fram was most helpful and most cooperative , and 
if any promotions werP- to be made his nar,ie should have been 
given consideration . 

vd th all good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely your~, 

b Peace Comtnis si on 

FMI / rnh 
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October 16, 1945 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Te!nple 
F.. 105th St. 
Cleveland 

~ .Ansel Rd . 
6, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

nclosed is a oopy of the lAtter which 
has just gone out to our Gon~erence ~embers. I 
ho,e it will be possible for you to be a sDeaker 
at thA ,Institute dinner on bunda , lovember 25th. 
For that dinner, we already· have he acceptance 
of Walter v hite of the National As ociation for 
the Advancement of the Colored Peoples. 

with all good wishes, and hoping to hear 
from ,rou at once relative to the 25th, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

,KI/mh 
enc, 

''Aud the work of J Tl E shall be PJ<:ACE." Js;;iah 12-17 
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October 1 5, 194 5 

DEAR COL LEAGU E : 

The Commission on Justice and Peace is holding an Jnstitu,t e on " Judaism and 
Racr Relatio11s' ' in New York City at the Jewish Institute of Religion on Sunday and 
Monday, November 25th and 26t h. T his Institute will be conducted :1long the line 
of the Institute on " Judaism and a Just and Enduring Peace" held at the Hebrew 
Union College in 1942. Its Jim will be to gather the finest Jewish spirit in the 
American scene and to h:1 , e ch m apply prophe tic teachings to the problems of race 
relations in the modern wor lc.L At the conclusion of the Institute, it is hoped to 

issue a printed statement ::md co gi re that statement the type of publicity that was 
given to "Juda ism an<l a Just :incl Enduring Peace." 

Dr. Gene Weltfish of Columbi.1 University, co-Juthor of the pamphlet " The 
Races of Mankind," Mr. Edward L, Bernays, noted Public Relations Council, and 
Bruno Lasker of the Institute of Pacific Relations ha ve agreed to prepare preliminary 
statements for round table discussion. The Insti tute will divide into five or six round 
cables. To each roun<l table will be assigned a st:itement prepared by the round table 
leader. These staternrn ts will be sent in advance to individuals who agree to participate 
in the Institute . \Vhen any round table h .1s agreed on any statement it will be submitted 
to all participants in the Institute for approval. The statement finally issued will 
represent the point of view of the Institute. 

All members of the Conference are invited to participate to help prepare the 
statement. Admission to the Inst itute will be by invitation. I hope th:1 c you will 
make every ef forc to attend it. Will you also send me one or' two names of men in 
your community or congregation to whom invitations should be sent, who would 
have something to contribute t0 the Institute. Will Rabbis living in the area of 
New York City please send in {ive name . The Institute is not limited to reform 
Jews. Ple:ise send me your nam~s :lt once in order chat final invitations may be sent 
to them. 

An Institute Dinner will be held on Sund•y evening. NoYember 26th . The 
program for that has not a~ yet been determined. 

Anticipating your cooperation , and with all good wishes, I rem:un, 

Sincerely yours, 

FERD ISSERMAN 

Chairman, Justice & Peace Commission 

"Attd the work of J STICE sha ll be PEA E." 1~. i:ih 32-17 
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October 5, 45 

Ra i F erdin&.nd : • I .;· er 
5017 shin~ton venue 
St. Louis , .o. 

y de r Ferch 

I r ret th t J u could not tte ,d 
Co.. tt e of e CCAR·in Cincinn ti, 

. eetin , o ... t he '.. cut ·ve 
and c • rcu tances . 

Your re~ est for r of 500 t es oft e 
Inst tute on Jud ism i ce Rel tions esant e Co t tee, 
nd it s voted t t l e the t er p 1th ou m the 

details of . h· t the oney s to be u ed for. Is e ount .ich h s 
been bud eted forte Committ eon J ~tie d ?e cent de1 u te to 
meet lso the fin nci l needs of this I st tute? I should be e 
pl sed to her from you in re rd tis tter. I v been uthorized 
to allow this addition 1 grant it I c Dfinced t t·e funds t 
the disposal of the Co ·sion re in de uat. 

I should lie to atte d th Institute on November s, tit ill 
be uit impo sible fr e to ~et ~y. sit is, I hav b en over­

elmed ith ork in con ction 1th 1e ne emer ncy hichms risen 
ith refer nee to alestine. 

t t e etin or the 4 ecutive, 
Presi ent shall appoint co ttee to 
t e u ... c. to t y th advis bilit 
Ju tice. I rec·ll ·t e had sch 

it •~s 1 o voted t ~t 
aet with similar co of 
r joint co tt e n Soci 1 

• re son it s discontinued. I 
tter d lso su ,es ions or 

c 1 sion int .1aat nd for 
should 11 to h ve ur tho , t in 

oin nt tot. co ittee. 

co itt e 111 also e ointed a on, ut t. 
Executive, tom ke study or all e commi aions and 
Conf'erence t. ir functions, d t re ort to the 
Tle COIIDlission on Ju ,tice e ce 11. lso come unA 

co tte. ou m rec 11th t t er s con 1 rable 

-ov r-

in truction or the 
committees or the 
euctive B rd. 
r review b thia 
iscu ion bout 



th function oft a Co 
City. 

sio 

1th ll good 1 h , I r in 

:BK 

t e lat Cont r nee in tl ntio 

Ve co i ly ours , 
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ST. LOUIS, (8) MO. 

November 7, 1945 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th St. At Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

LOUIS WITT, Dayton, Ohic 
BERNARD ZEIGER , Roanoke, Va. 

I am grievously disappointed that you cannot attend the 
Institute, and that you cannot be a speaker at the In­
stitute Dinner, Sunday evening. You will be missed. I 
trust that you will find it possible to reconsid~. 

Abe Feldman will bring the greetings of the Conference 
at the opening session in the morning. 

I need additional. funds to publicize and circularize the 
statement on Judaism and Race Relations, which will be 
produced at the Institute. I should like to use the 
Horace Wolf Memorial Funds for that purpose. For the 
statement on Judaism and a Just and Enduring Peace, we 
used the Edward Israel Memorial Funds . 

It is impossible to run such an Institute without addi­
tional expenses. I have put on a full-time secretary, 
whose salary is $150.00 a month. She does nothing but 
Institute work. 3000 invitations have been sent out 
and more may be sent out later. We are trying to get 
a professional public relations man in New York City to 
handle the publicity. If necessary, we shall pay him. 

We are anxious that the statement shall receive the same dig­
nified attention that was received by the one on ·Judaism and 
a Just and Enduring Peace. 

By enlarging the size of the Administrative Committee, you 
have added to the expenses of the Commission, as we pay 
the traveling expenses of members of the Administrative 
Committee to meetings. 

"And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." hai:ih :::2-17 
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·Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th St. At Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

November 7, 1945 
page 2 

I therefore, would greatly appreciate it it you would 
place $500.00 as additional funds for the Institute. 
It the money is not spent, it will remain in the 
Conference Treasury. 

I enclose herein, an invitation. With all good wishes, 
I remain 

Sincerely yo s, 

31,~ 
Ferdinand M. Isserman, Chairman 
Commission on Justice and Peace 

gem 
enc • 



J: ove ber 8, 1 45 

bbi Ferd d • Iser 
5017 sin ve. 
t. Louis 8 o. 

ear F rda 

~ h v re u sted Regner to nd on to you 
s . ddi tio l dv' nee rom t h Co 1 renc t orlc 

ot t e Institud on Judais an c Rel tions, c your ~uested . 

T Horac olr emori l Fund i r rked fo sc ol ships 
at tle Co l ege c not be used or an other urpo e. I£ any 
add tion 1 enses · to be , .le let . o. 

:th ll o ,is. e , 

V y cor 11 our, 

s,mc 



Wemple 1Jsrnel 
&aint ijnuis 

FERDINAND M. (SSERMAN, RABBI 

OFFICE OF THE RABBI 
KINGSHIGHWAY AND WASHINGTON 

SAINT LOUIS (SJ 

.abbi Abba Hille 
The Tem le 
F.,. 105th t. an i 
Cle\/ela d, hio 

Dear 1 bba Hillel: 

vember 8, 194 

·1ver 

nsel itd. 

A f er Burton ·was eleva+.ed to ~he 011. re ~ 

ur't nd t;h iover or of hio as frnrbling o 1 

fo a successor, I wire him sugge~ting ta he 
ap oint you o the Senate. p arently I have no 
pulJ in Ohio. In lissourj • mi 5h have een 
diffe en. 

\.itl all good wishes, I r .11ain 

inc rel .. yours, 

FAI/mh 

J~ dd-~ ~1.()tJ~ 

~~rt-
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ST. LOUIS, (8) MO. 

November 13, 1945 

TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE JUSTICE AND 
PEACE COMMISSION, CENTRAL CONFER.ENCE 

OF AUERICAN RABBIS 

Dear Colleague: 

Louis WITT, Dayton, Ohic 
BERNARD ZEIGER , Roanoke, Va. 

I shall call a meeting or the Justice and Peace Com­
mission on 

SATURDAY, NOVEUBER 24 

at the Jewish Institute of Religion, 38 West 68th st., 
New York City, at 8:00 PM. 

The following important matters are to be discussed: 

A. The work for the year 
B. Our attitude to universal military training 
C. The atomic bomb 
D. Appointme~t of committees 
E. Details about the Institute on Judaism and 

Race Relations 

Please indicate on the enclosed card whether you will 
be able to attend this meeting. 

gem 
enclosure 

Chairma.Ja, 
Commissio~lon Justice and Peace 

P.S. On universal military training, . the wire vote was as 
follows: 8 opposed; 6 in favor; and 3 undecided •. This was 
inconclusive. I understand that the Rabbinical Assembly 
is opposed to it and -is going to be heard in Washington. 
If any or you have changed your mind, please let me know. 

"A nd the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." faaiah 32-17 



l THIS SID OF CARD I S FOR ADDRESS) 

F.M. Isserman 
50il,7 Washington 
St. Louis 8, Mo. 



DATE __________ _ 

RABBI F .H. IJJ.c:Rl/ AN: 

I _____ plan to attend the meeting of the 

Justice and Peace Commission at the Jewish In­

stitute of eligion, 38 .~st 68th st., i ev York, 

on November 24. 

'igned --------------
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OUIS , ( 8) MO 
ALBERT G. MINOA, iuucapol i • Minn. 
PHlr~ EAS SMOLLER. L'hica1:o. 111. 
HARnv J , STERN. .,, ntn•,d, Can.ida 
Lour s W tTT, l :i~t, .i, Ohio 

January 11, 1946 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

The Institute on Judaism and Race Relations held in 
New York City produced a very fine statemertt, a copy 
of which I enclose. It also called forth editorial 
comment in the Christian Csntury and in the Recon­
struction Magazine. 

We had more lay participation in New York than we had 
in Cincinnati and the laYJJLen were exceptionally able. 
I think the section on Law and Race Relations is the 
finest part of our statement. 

I have just had 10,000 copies printed and am ordering 
plates in case there is a demand for more. I am 
sending a copy to Dr. Judah Magnes to Palestine to 
ascertain whether he will think it worthwhile to have 
the statement translated into Hebrew and cir~uJ.ated 
in Palestine. This, as you know, was done~e 
statement on Judaism and a Just Peace. 

The Institute was much more expensive than I had 
anticipated due in part to high costs in New York 
and in part to some administrative errors. The 
total cost of the Institute according to present 
figures is $l?G9.sla Unless you make some allowance 
for Conference funds, the ~ommission on Justice and 
Peace will not have a cent left to operate for the 
rest of the year. 

I shall send out the statement to the members of the 
Conference with a letter covering details at the end 
of this week. It is possible that the sale o! pamphlets 
may bring in some money but there will be no funds left 
fp_r meetings of th! Administrative Oommi ttee or any 

''A11J the work of JU TICE halt be PI<;ACK " I ~ia li 12- 17 
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other activity which involves expense. 

I received an invitation to go to Washington D.C. on January 23rd to 
take part in a national demonstration for the passage of m>c by 
Congress. I feel bhat I should attend as I believe the Conference 
should have representation for this eignificant occasion. That, too, 
will involve expenses. I paid my own expenses to the Institute in New 
York and it cost me personally $200. I was glad to pay it. I do not 
feel, however, that I, personally, should pay iey expenses to this 
Washington meeting. I trust that you will ok this. 

I have given a good deal of thought to a joint commission of the Union 
and Conference and favor it for two reasons. First, our laymen should 
be brought into the work and second, the Union would have ample resources 
so that the Commission's activities could be carried on effectively. I, 
however, believe that if there is to be a joint conmd.ssion, the Con­
ference ~ommission should not be abolished. Perhaps before or after the 
Union Convention in Cincinnati, this matter may be more fully discussed. 
Let me hear your thoughts on it. 

I have been ill with flu for three weeks and out of my pulpit. I went 
out too soon and had a relapse. '!'his is the second day that I am 
at~ desk. 

Do let me hear from you about some of these matters. 'Ni th all good 
wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

'r~ 
Ferdinand M. Isserman 

fmi/sje 

p .s. Please wire me about rey- going to ~ashington for FEPC. 



Rabbi Ferdinand 11. Isserman 
't•ple Israel 
5017 ns-dngton Avenue 
st. Loui1, o. 

Ky dear Ferda 

Januar:, 151 1946 

From the letter which you seat to tho embers or the Conterecoe, 
I learned that you have been oiroul rizing th members or the 
CC!R a kin than . ether th.,- tavor or do not r vor compulsory 
universal tra1nin in tian ot peaoe. 

In ,q Judp•t, you should have r1rst received the authorization 
rrom the executive ot the COntereooe tor such a poll. No commi ion 
on its o is authOrized to take polla or the mElllberahip ot th 
entire Conrerenoe, 

This a plies, too, to your poll on ether the members of the 
Co f'erenoe tawr or do not tavor a Joint committee or the Onion and 
the Conf'ererice. 

Inasmuch as you are alreaq taking th se polla, ~ I r uest you 
11ot to iv• any publloity to .JD111: ~til after the lluoutin Board ot 
th• Central. Cont erenoe ot American Rabbis has acted 1n the matter. 

1th all ood ah••• I reu1n, 

AHSaQR 



Rabbi r..-tt.aad M. haenaaa 
taple Iaraal 
101? W...hln&•n --•• 
8t. Lolita• lltaawrt 

Dear ferd1 

the lut •-'in& ot the Bynacop• CounoU ot Aaertoa aathor1ae4 a pro­
po■ed Joiat oontvenee ot repre .. ntatlwa ot tbe Prne•'hn't.• Oatholl• 
and Jniah r•ll&iCMa l•a4er• wtao haw taken an aotln i-,rt t.n the 
rellgt.ou ent ot aooial probl-. Conaeqaeatl7, a eontvenoe waa 
nhNlll.N tor ,.11n..-7 lltll an4 19th n the lloMl Oeneur• in ... 
lark Cit7 ,o N 1ponaore4 1'f i;be Sooial Anioa (!Q la4 tona ot the 
••ural COIUIOU ir Obaroua, ~ la-tlenal Oatholto W.1tar• ConterenM 
ancJ. \be Spappe CounoU ot Aaerloa. 

the oo~ ...... rill 'be 11ali5N to 10 lnT!te4 r-,r•••ntati••• ot eaoh of 
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llabbi Ahroa Opher 
Mhbt 
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January 21, 1946 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. &.Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

I enclose herein a summary of expenses on the Institute 
of Judaism and Race Relations. The expenses were much 
higher than I had anticipated expecially as I had not 
figured on any loss on dinners and luncheons. For the 
Institute on Judaism and a Just and Enduring Peace, we 
had use of the FA Israel Memorial lt'und. For this, no 
such fund was available. We were compelled to make a 
guarantee for the dinner--100 plates at $4 per plate. 
We had a number of guests but only 42 paid reservations. 
Then too, we had to furnish the tip. At any rate, this 
is what the Institute costs. I trust that you will 

make some additional allowance to the Justice and Peace 
Commission. In no one year have we spent our full 
budget. In making allowances, please take this into 
consideration. We sent out 5000 invitations to orthodox, 
reform, and conservative rabbis and leaders. over 
1500 went to New York City itself. Approximately 100 
people attended of whom 1/3 were me.mbers of our con«erenoe. 

With reference to your letter about a ballot.RY mail on 
the issue of Conscription in Times of Peace,tJ.n previous 
years, the Colllllission on Justice and Peace hasl,taken 
such mail ballots. In fact, last year we took such a 
ballot on the same issue. No one objected at that time 
at the taking of such a ballot. This year, there has 
been a lot of pressure on the Commission to make some 
utterance on the subject of Universal Military Training 
in Times of Peace. At a meeting of the Commission held 
in New York City on daturday evening, November 26th, it 

'And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." Isaiah 32-17 
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was recognized that the issue had changed since last 
year and therefore, the members of the ~onference 
should be polled. In response to this action, the 
ballot was sent out. In other wo;2s, our action has 
been in keeping w.i.th the preceden<Si-of the Justice and 
Peace Commission about which there was no objection from 
the Executive Board. however, I recognize that the 
Executive Board is supreme and the Justice and Peace 
Commission will take no action without its authority. 
In as much as the Board will not meet until next June 
and in as much as the issue of compulsory military 
training is to be decided soon, may I suggest that you 
poll the Board of the Conference as soon as possible 
ascertaining whether they want to give the Commission 
on Justice and Peace the right to make public the 
result of the poll. Up to date, we have received about 
120 ballots and the Conference is three to one opposed 
to co~pulsory military training. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

Fe~serman 

fmi/sje 

P.S. The sale of pamphlets will bring in some but not 
much money. 
The poll on the joint commission of the Uniori and Con­
ference need not be made public but will be helpful 
in guiding the representatives of the Conference when 
they meet with the Union. 

'And lhe work of JUSTICE shall bt PEACE." Isaiah 32-17 
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ST. LOUIS, (8) MO. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

LOUIS WITT, Dayton, Ohio 
BERNARD ZEIGER , Roanoke, Va. 

January 29, 1946 

The Institute -in Cincinnati was not as costly and it 
received better results. The deficit on the banquet 
was due to circumstances in New York over which I had 
no control. My understanding was that 100 plates 
-.:>uld be easily covered. To get a good press, we hired 
a public relations man. With his expenses and his fee 
of $200, he cost about '400. For the Cincinnati meet­
ing, this whole thing cost $55 and the Cincinnati mee~ 
ing made a full page in the Xew York 'tlmes. I know now 
that I could have done much better through personal 
communication with Sulzberger. I, however, was guided 
by the man in New York. I do not blame them. I 
followed their advice and I accept the blame. 

The attendance was not disappointing as a bigger gro'l.p 
would have become unwieldly and could have done no 

work. I have received communications indicating that 
this is the best statement on Race Relations issued 
by any religious body. The section on Law and Race 
Rel& ions was exceptionally good. We did have many 
more laymen contributing than we had in Cincinnati. 

I regret very much tm t I did not keep you informed 
of the meeting in New York and the decision of the 
Commission to take a poll of the Conference. At the 
time of the meeting, you were out of the country and 
when you returned, I was ill for three weeks and hardly 
in touch with my office. It has always been~ practice 
to send a copy of the minutes to the president of the 
Conference and consult him about everything. The 
minutes were taken by Ed Klein in New York. He has lost 
them or he has been sick because I have not heard from 

'And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." rsaiah 32-17 
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BERNARD ZEIGER, Roanoke, Va. 

him after five letters asking for the minutes. 

Is it possible to have a joint meeting of the Union 
and ~onference about a joint commission at the 
convention to be held in Cincinnati? Do let me 
know if anything is to be done abru t that. Eisendra th 
is anxious to make a recommendation to the Union urging 
the establishment of such a connnission. The poll of 
the members indicate that they are in favor of the 
idea providing the Conference Cor.mission is not 
4issolved. At an Atlantic City convention when Ed 
Israel was still alive, the Conference voted for a 
joint Commission. The poll on Compulsory Military 
Training in Tiroos of Peace is 128 against it, 55 for 
it, and 8 undecided. 

I did not go to Washington for the FF.PC. James Wax 
was in Baltimore and I asked him to represent the 
Commission. 

Orders for the statement on Judaism and Race Relations 
are thus far over 1500 and that will bring in a little 
money. I shall have no meeting of the Administrative 
Committee and shall do nothing but answer correspondence. 

Senator Briggs of Missouri inserted our statement in 
the Congressional Record of January 17th. In doing so, 
he gave me and not the Commission credit, to my regret. 
Thi~- saae~day, Senator Chavez of New Mexico moved to 
present the FEPC bill before the Senate. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

P.S. 

fmi/sje 

Sincerel y yours, +~ (S-.J[) 
Ferdinand M. Isserman 

I am enclosing a copy of the minutes which came 
after Rabbi Isserman left the city. 

5~E~,W,-

'And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." 1 aiah 32-17 



OOPY 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF COMMISSION ON JUSTICE AND PEACE 

November 24, 1945 
at 

Jewish Institu•e of Religion 

PRESENT:- Goldstein, Goodman, Lelyveld, Levinger, Lefkowitz, Bernstein, Klein, 
and Isserman, presiding. 

It was decided that the President or Vice-President of the Conference 
be asked that promotions on the Commission to post of Vice-Chairman or 
to the Administrative Conmittee, be made after consultation with the 
Chairman of the Commission. 

It was urged, in a discussion of the length of the Commission's 
reports, that a repetition of pronouncements from year to year, be avoided. 

It was felt advisable to continue the merger of the Commissions 
on Justice and Peace. 

It was decided to recommend the appointment of a ~pecial Committee 
on Veterans with Albert Goldstein as Chairman and Teitelbaum and Mark 
as members. 

The Chairman announced the following Chairmanships:­

Agriculture--Teitelbaum 
Race Relations--Julius Mark 
Inter-national Affairs--Leon Fram 
Industrial Relations--Leon Feuer 
Consumer Protection-J..ee Levinger 

It was decided to draft a statement on compulsory military training 
and then poll the Conference on it. 

It was also decided to condemn the appointment of the Anglo­
American Committee of Inquiry on Palestine and poll the Conference on it. 

Rabbi Feldman is to be asked if the Executive Committee of the 
Conference will approve these resolutions without a poll. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edward E. Klein 
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February 14, 1946 

PHILIP S. BERNSTEIN 
RUDOLPH I. COFFEE 
ABRAHAM CRONBACH 
JULIAN B . FEIBELMAN 
DAVID FICHMAN 
ADOLPH H. FINK 

To the members of the Justice and Peace Commission: 
G. GEORGE Fox 
ERIC FREIDLAND 
SAMUEL GOLDENSON 
ALBERT S. GOLDSTEIN 
MORRIS GOLDSTEIN 
SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 
ROBERT I. KAHN 
EDWARD E. KLEIN 
AARON H. LEFKOWITZ 
ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 
JACOB K. SHANKMAN 
WM. B. SILVERMAN 
HENRY SLONIMSKY 
JAMES A. WAX 
JACOB J. WEINSTEIPI 

There will be a meeting of the Justice and Peace 

Commission sometime during the convention of the Union. 

It will be announced at the Union session. Please let 

me know whether you plan to be on hand for the 

convention. 

Sincerely, 

Ferdinand M. Isserman 

'And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." I aiah S2·11 
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Dear Abba Hillel: 

DAVID WICE, Newark, N. J. 
Louis WITT, Dayton, Obie 
BERNARD ZEIGER, Roanoke, Va. 

t'ebruary 14, 1946 

1he poll of the 1.1 onf erence on compulsory military 
train,ing is ll4 opr~sed to the passage by Congress, 
71 in favor, and 11 noncommital. Inasmuch as this 
issue is going to be decided soon, I should like to 
get your consent to present the views of our members 
on this subject before the prOper Congressional 
leaders. 

The vote of : our •llbn,a.:- on_,a; doint 00DID111ion of the 
Union and Conference was 170 in favor of it provided 
our Comrn:tssion is not dj_sbanded, 43 opposed· and 15 
noncommital. 

Would you suggest that any meeting be held with the 
Union before or at the Union convention~ Do let 
me hear from you. 

•ith all good wishes, I am 

nand M. Isserman 
fnr" ~sje 

'And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." Iaaiah 32-17 



Fer r ,O, 1946 

Rabbi 1 rdin . . • I ·eru.an 
Te ple Isr el 
5017 ashin0 t n venue 
St.Luis, o. 

deur Ferd.a 

Th n you for our letter of Febru~ T 14. 
I sume th t you ,ill ttend t t n o t Union 
in Cincinn ti. here , ill 1 o be a .. t f the 
Ex cutive Board of t e c.c .... R. so ti rr. durin th t 
period. I iill then t ke up the ue tion ruised in our 
letter. 

·th 11 ood i hes, I re in 

Ver.,· cordi 11; yo~ , 

Ss 



OFFICERS 1114!5 • 11148 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, Pre ident 
Clevelnnd, Ohio 

ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN , Vice-Pre ·ident 
Hartfor d, Conn. 

HARRY s . MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
·t. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON , A dministrative St:cretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L . Rt:GNER, Financial Secretary 
keuding. Pa. 

COMMISSION ON 
JUSTICE AND PEACE 

FERDINAND M. ISSERMAN , CHAIRMAN 
JULIUS MARK, VICE-CHAIRMAN 
LEON I. FEUER , VICE·CHA iR P1AN 

ABRAM V. GOODMAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN 

ADMINISTRATIVE CO MM ITTEE 
MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 
LEON FRAM 
LEE J. LEVINGER 
JOSHUA L . LI EO MAN 
SAMUEL TEITELBAUM 

GENERAL COMMISSION 

ELMER BERGER 
PHILIP S. BCRNSTEIN 
RUDOLPH I. COFFEE 
ABRAHAM CR0NBACH 
JULIAN 8. FEIBC:LMAN 
DAVID FICHMAN 
ADOLPH H. FINK 
G . GEORGE Fox 
E'RIC FREIDLAND 
SAMUEL G0L0ENSON 
ALBERT 6. GOLDSTEIN 
MORRIS G0Lt:,STEIN 
SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 
ROBERT I. KAHN 
EDWARD E . KLEIN 
AARON H. LEFKOWITZ 
ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 
JACOB K. SHANKMAN 
WM. B. SILVERMAN 
HENRY SLONIMSKY 
JAMES A. WAX 
JACOB J. WEINSTEUI 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF CHAIRMAN 

5017 WASHINGTON AVE. 

ST. LOUIS, (8) MO. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

H ERBERT I. 13 LOOM , King ton, N. Y. 
STANLEY R . BRAV, Vi ksburg, )Ii · . 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN, C, nttanooga, Tenn. 
SOLOMON B. FREEHOF1 Pitt~burgh, Pa. 
ALAN s. GREEN, Houston, Texas 
ARYEH LEV , W u, hinglon, D. C. 
JACOB R . MARCUS, incinnati, Ohio 
s . FELIX MENDELSOHN, Chicago, tll. 
DAVID POLISH , ,vaterbury, Conn. 
DAVID WICE, N wnrk, N. J. 
LOUIS WITT, D11ylon, Ohio 
GERNARD ZEIGER , Roanoke, Va. 

February 20, 1946 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. at Ansel Rd . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

I have received your letter of February 4th with 

reference to the finances of the Justice and Peace 

Connnission and shall be guided accordingly. 

ith all good wishes, I remain 

~incerely yours, 

' ' terdi M. ~sserman 

fmi / sje 

"And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." I aiah 32-17 
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A CBA H I LLEL SILVER, President 
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DAVID POLI SH , Waterbury, Conn. 
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ST. LOUIS, ( 8) MO. 
DAVID WI CE , Newark, N . J . 
LOUIS WITT, Dayton, Ohio 
B ER NARD ZEI GE R , Roanoke, Va. 

COMMISSION ON 
JUSTICE AND PEACE 

FERDINAND M . ISSERMAN , CHAIRMAN 

JULIUS MARK, VICE -CHAIRMAN 
LEON I. FEU ER , V I CE· C liA I R M A N 

ABRAM V . GOODMAN , VICE-CHAIRMAN 

ADMINISTRATIVE CO M MI T TEE 

M A U R ICE N . EI SENDRATH 
L EON FRAM 
LEE J . LEVING ER 
JOS HUA L . LI CB MAN 
SAMUEL TEITELBAUM 

GENERAL COMMIS S ION 

ELMER BERGER 
PHILIP S . B ERNSTEIN 
RUDOLPH I. COF FEE 
ABRAH A M CRONBACH 
JULIAN B . FEIBELMAN 
DAVID FICHMAN 
ADOLPH H. FINK 
G . GEORG E Fox 
£RI C FRE IDLAND 
SAMUEL GOLOENSON 
ALBERT 6 . GOLDSTEIN 
MORRIS GOLDSTEIN 
SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 
ROBERT I. KAHN 
EDWARD E. KLEIN 
AARON H . LEFKOWITZ 
ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 
JACOB K. SHANKMAN 
WM . B. SILVERMAN 
HENRY SLONIMSKY 
JAMES A. WAX 
JACOB J. WEINSTEI .. 

Rabb . Ab~ Hillel S;lvPr 
The 1emple 
El05 h & Ansel Rd . 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

~rch 11, 1946 

IromediatPly upon r.iy r etur n to S . Louis, I had ey 
Secretary check the results of the . oll on co~s rip ion. 
It is as follows : 151 opposed to he passar,e by 
Coneress , 74 in favor, and 11 noncommital . 

The vote of our member s on a ioi~t comm· ssi.on of the 
Union and Conference w~A 177 in favor of it profjded 
our Cornmiss • on is not disbc ded , 45 opr,osed and 4 

noncommital . 

This coinctdes wi h the figures I gave you at the 
Ex cutive Boar meeting . Last year ' s mall ballo 
was about the s1.me . 

Vii th all good wishes , I remai n 

Sincerely yo rs , 

~ 
Ferdinand~. lsserman 

P . S . ThP x cu ve Commi tteE> of the FedPral r.o,mrj 1 of 
Churches in NovPmber , 1g45 , wPn on record o no .d to 
t e p3so ee b G neress now of le~isla ion establis~ing 
pP.Rce ti"'le mil: tar,,r co script5.on . The Ca hol i.c • 0 se o 
~i ~hoo9 has lso do P th?. • 

"And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." Isaiah 32-17 



llarab 26, 1946 

Dr. Ferdinand • Isserman 
T•ple Israel 
5017 ashin ton Avenue 
st. Louie, • 

dear Dr. Issermana 

I am e11olosin hers th letter f'rom th American 
lederation of' the PhysiOt?l )1' Handicapped. Is this 
somethin 1n which your Committee should be int rested? 

1th all od ahea, I naa1n 

llost oordially' yours, 

JHSaQR 



Wemple llsrael 
&aint llnuts 

FERDINAND M. ISSERMAN, RABBI 

OFFICE OF THE RABBI 
KINGSHIGHWAY AND WASHINGTON 

SAINT LOUIS 8, MO. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The 1'emple 
E 105th & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

April a, 1946 

I have just received a letter from Eisendrath suggesting that 
the Conference join with the Union in the formation of a 
com:nittee on Social Actions. As I recall, ~ committee was 
to be appointed to confer w1 th the Union. __ M you want to 
appoint a special conmittee or if you wane:lo apJX)int a com­
mittee of three fran the Justice and Peace"6onmission, I shall be glad to do so. 

I think it would be a good thing if we were to meet with the 
conmi ttee of the Union and have sane reports ready in time 
for action by the Conference at the June meeting. 

The mail ballot indicated tm t the Conference favored a joint 
commission provided our commission was not discarded. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

fmi/•je 
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JACOB K. SHANKMAN 
WM. B. SILVERMAN 
HENRY SLONIMSKY 
JAMES A. WAX 
JACOB J. WEINSTEI .. 

ST. LOUIS, (8) MO. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ~ilver 
The Temple 
E. 105th ~t. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hilleli 

DAVID WICE , Newark, N. J. 
LOUIS WITT, Dayton, Ohio 
BERNARD ZEIGER , Roanoke, Va. 

April 15, 1946 

I have just heard again from Eisendra th who is very 
anxious tl'&t a committee of the Conference and Union 
meet to discuss the cooperation of the ~onference 
with the newly authorized Social Actions Commission 
of the Union. Do let me hear from you about this as 
soon as possible. 

With Passover greeti~s, I remain 

fmi/sje Ferdinand M. Iaserman 

"And the worJt of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." Isaiah 82-17 



ril 17, 1946 

Rabbi Ferdin nd . Is er- n 
5017 :, shinu ton venu · 
St. Louis a, uo . 

y de r Ferd.a 

In reJly to ~ur letter of ril 151 - Ple e l ct 
a con.mit toe from on, t e • b .·s of t Co.. 1 a ion on Justice 
nd Pe ce nd rr<.Lllge .' th Eisendr tl f r ·· etin . I ould 

sug est th t Jou.r co ittee ·e ~•e u~ f ur officers . 

It should b understood t ~t t e ,or of the Co ittee is 
cf an e plorator·· nuture, t ... a.t no deci ions rettc1 ed are bind on 
the CCaR unt·11 the: cutive o rd ill ~ve J~roved it. 

,1th 11 good iahes or a happy P~ sover, I re in 
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PHILIP S. BERNSTEIN 
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ADOLPH H. FINK 
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EP.IC FREIDLAND 
SAMUEL GOLDCNSON 
ALBERT S . GOLDSTEIN 
MORRIS GOLDSTEIN 
SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 
ROBERT I. KAHN 
EDWARD E. KLEIN 
AARON H. LEFKOWITZ 
ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 
JACOB K. SHANKMAN 
WM. B. SILVERMAN 
HENRY SLONIMSKY 
JAMES A. WAX 
JACOB J. WEINSTEll',I 

ST. LOUIS, (8) MO. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E 105th & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

LOUIS WITT, Dayton, Ohic 
BERNARD ZEIGER, Roanok . Vs.. 

April 25, 1946 

I accordance with your letter, I have appointed Julius 
Yark,..._ Abe Goodman, and ivself as the three repre­
sentatives of the Conference to negotiate with the 
Union about a comb med Social Actions program. All 
negotiations, of course, ,1D1_ll be subdect to the approval 
of the executive board ~lie Conference. I have 
appointed Mark and Goodman because they are vice-chairmen. 
Should the Union organi. ze a committee of five, I shall 
add Leon Feuer and Leon Fram who are next in line. 

''i th all good wishes, I remain 

win~A . 

.fmi/sje Ferdinand M. Isserman 

"And the work of J Tl E . hall !le PE.-\ E.' I-ai:1 11 32- 17 



May 2:1, 1946 

Rabbi rerdinand • Isserman 
5017 'asbington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Uy d r Ferd.a 

In preparinr the final report of the Commission on Justice 
and Peace to be sub!li tted to the COnf'erenoe, w1J.l you not 
ear in d the requests often made that the report be 

reasonably short and that the reoommendat ons, oaJJ1ng tor 
otion on the part 0£ the CCAR, b lill11 ted to a re very 

important .d outotandin3 matters. 

1th nil ood wishes, I rana1n 

ost oordially yours, 

AHSaGR 


	ms4787.019.006.0415b.pdf



