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ST LO UI S , ( 8 ) MO 

Jul7 6th, 1945 

PH I NEAS SMOLLE R ' hica~o. 111. 
H A R Y J . S'TE R N, Montreal, Cannda 
L OUIS W ITT , n~. ton, Ohio 

To the Menbers of the Justice and Peace Coaoission: 

Dear Friend.1:-

A Deeting of four ocnbers of the Cotmission 
Loon Fr00 
Lee J. LeviDCer 
Adolph Fink 

and I. was held in Atlantic City, 

We decided to hold an Institute on Judai St1 and Race 
~elations in Bev York City. To it we plan to inTite indivi~ 
duals living within the radius peraissible b7 the O.D.T. We 
plan to follow in general the sat1e prGcedure thnt we usod in 
the Ineti tute on Judaist1 ll.nd o. Just and Enduring Peace. 

We hope to hold tho Institute either at the Jewish 
luatitute of Religion or at Teople D.ianuel, depending where 
mitable arrangeoente can be cade. The present plan ia that 
the Iaat1 tute laat• for two d01•C tho.t there be six round 
tables oa Religion and Race Relations, Science an4 llace, 
Sec1et7 and iace, Law and the defense of llw:um Righta, etc. 

I have alread.7 conferred with Prof. Geae Welttiah 
of the Departnent of ~thropoloa of Coluabia Universitf, 
co-Athor of the pm:1phlet •Races of Mukil\d.e • She ia 4PP7 
to cooperate and Dade aoae valuable aucge1t1on1. 

MOD« individuals whoD ve are coaaj.4ering for loader
ahi-p 1D. round tables are Brwio Laaker on Colollial problena, 
J'ranlc !amlenbaw:i on Lntin ji;lerica, David llie111an, Jr. on Legal 
Defen•"• Bortenae Povdemaker am. other•, all of whoa reside 
in law ·York and. thua would be eaeil.7 aTailabl•• 

It l• plarme4 to hold one eYainc 41naer aeetlnc at 
which we vou14 have, if possible, a Justice of the Su.pr ... 
Court, a proainent N•cro like Robeson or White, a cleraaaa 
like Biebuhr and \he President of our conference. 

''Aml th work of JUSTICE hall be PEACE ." Ju iab 12- 17 



Pac• 2 

J'urther detail• ar• not available just now, nt 
Arthur Lel7Teld who ia in llev York, and Chairman of our CoCJ'littee 
on Race Relations, I hope will be o.ble to finish up tbie tentative 
program. A. date will be selected in the earl7 tall. A.t the 
conclusion of the lnatitute, it ia hoped that a atatenent on 
Jud.aim and Race relati ona, will be issued parallel to the one 
on Pee.co. 

It has been aU&gested that our CoDDisaion cooperate 
in holding an Institute on Judaism and Labor in Chicago. I 
asS'UJle that you will approve. 

Please write to oe in July to Winter, Wisconsin -
in A.ucu.st to Tenple Israel, St. Louis, Missouri, giTiDC ne your 
reactions to the prograra and ~ suggestions you ciaq ha\re about 
it. 

I held a lutcheon meeting in Bew York Cit7 which was 
attended b7 Sid.ne7 Tedesche, Louis Newon, Aaron Opher and Bill 
Rosenblocm, w1 th whom I di acussed the Institute on Race Relations. 
They were all acreeable to having it in New York. 

Ka, I add that the confer ence approTed the Justice 
and Peace report with a few minor enendations, with criticims 
that the report coTered too nu.oh ground and w1 th the usual 
SU&Ceetions fr0t1 individual nenbera tlmt the report did not cover 
enough ground and other iteaa ahou.ld have been included. 

Sincereq yours, 

JHI:h 



St. Louis, Missouri 
January 12, 1946 

To the Members of the Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Dear Friend: 

I enclose herein a copy of the statement on Judaism and Race Relations as adopted 
at the Institute recently held in New York City. Additional co1,ies of this statement 
are available as indicated in the pami,hlet. I ho1;e that many of you will 0nd~avor 
to secure wide distrioution for it. Some suggestions are: (1) Give it to the 
religious, secular, and Negro press of your community. (2) Publish this statement 
in a series in your congregational bulletin. (3) Have it read at meetings of the 
Erotherhood, Sisterhood, and Youth Groups. (4) Have it discuss ed in classts. 
(5) ~resent it to the teachers of your Sunday School and suggest that they build a 
lesson around it on Race Relations Sunday which this year will occur on Sunday, 
February 10th, (6) Distribute this statement at Tam~le services to ministers and 
other communal leaders. 

Please write me at once if you want to order extra copies of this statement so that 
the mailing to you will be facilitated and you will have them when you want thern. 

Race Relations Sabbath 

Race Relations Sabbath this year will fall ~n Friday, February 8th Rnd Saturday, 
February 9th~ May I suggest that you arrange for B suitable observance of this 
important Sabbath. Among the suggestions that were tried effectively last year were 
the following: (1) Negro preacher in pulpit (2) Negro choir singing at the service~ 
(3) Negro.spaakers before the Brotherhood, Sist erhood, and Sundry School (4) A 
discussion from the pulpit on the status of the Negro. 

If in your comrnunit,Y, racial minorities other thsn the 1Jegro exist, include them in 
the observance of Race Relation~ WeE~k, There will be no Hace Relations message this 
,Year. Our message is the enclosed statement, For the Conference r ecord, elease 
write me how you celebrate Race Relations Sabbath. 

Universal ~filitary Training in Times of Peace 

Will you indicate on the enclosed card whether you want our conference to go on 
record for or against compulsory universal military training in times of peace, 

A meeting is to be held to determine whether there should be a joint com:1lission on 
Justice and Peace of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations and of the Conference. 
I favor such a joint commission provided that it does not mean that the Conference 
Comnussion goes out of existence. How do you feel about this? Please indicate on 
the enclosed post card~ 

Hoping that you will arrange for an effective Race Relations observance in your 
congregation, I remain 

Sincerely yourf·'\or social justice and enduring peace, 

Fc;lanlfJ.. I~~~--
Commission of Justice and Peace 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 



THE COMMISSION ON JUSTICE AND PEACE 

of the 

Central Conference of American Rabbis 

in 11ite you to parlici pate in an 

INSTITUTE 

... 011 ... 

JUDAISM AND RACE RELATIONS 

to hr held at the 

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

38 Wet Shi -ciP IJ t h frect 

New York Cit 

... on ... 

Sunday and Monday, November 25 and 26 1945 

in order to aid in the preparation of 
a tatemcnt rehting the teachings of 
the prophets of Israel to the prob
lems of race in the modern world. 

R.S.V.P. Rabbi F. M. Isserman, Chairman 
Commission on Justice and Peace 
f017 Washington Boulevard 
St. Louis 8, Missouri 



The purpose of the Institute will be to relate the teachings of the 
prophets of Israel and the ethical concepts of post-Biblical Jewish teachers 
to the problems of race in the modern world. 

The Institute wiU be composed of six round tables which will discus 

the following themes: 

( 1) «The Teachings of Judaism and Race Relations" 

( 2) ((Science and Race" 

(3) ccThe Negro in the United States" 

( 4) "Colored Races in the Pa ific1

' 

( 5) "The Law and Improvement of Race Rebtions" 

( 6) ((Propaganda and Race Relation " 

The following have consented to serve as discussion leaders of the 
round tables: Dr. Gene Weltfish of Columbia University, co.author of the 
pamphlet, uThe Races of Mankind"; Mr. Bruno Lasker of the Institute of 
Pacific Relations; Mr. Edward L. Bernays, Public Relations Council; Dr. 
Abraham Lefkowitz, Principal, Samuel J. Tilden High School, Brooklyn, 
New York; Mr. \WiU Maslow, former Director of the President's Fair 
Employment Practices Committ,ee'; and Rabbi Lee J. Levinger of the 
Jewish Welfare Board. 

The Institute Dinner will be held on Sunday evening, November 2 5, 

at the Jewish Institute of Reli,gion, at 7:00 P. M. Its theme will be "Reli
gion and Race Relations." Mr. Walter White, Executive Secretary of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and repre
sentatives of Protestantism, Catholicism and Judaism will speak. 

Admission to the round tables is by invitation only. Each participant 

will elect or be assigned to a round table. In accepting, please indicate 
the round table to which you wi h to be assigned. All participants in 
the Institute will have a chance to discuss and to vote on the recommenda
tions of the round tables. The statement produced will be made public 
and will represent the views of the p:.1rticipants. 

The Sunday morning session will commence at 10:30 A. M.; the 
Monday session, at 10:00 A. M. 

Luncheon on Sunday and Monday will be erved at the Jewish 
Institute of Religion. 



,rAnd the worh of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." Isaiah 32-17 
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Uay 9, 1946 

. .;. . . .... " • To the Hembers of the Justice and Peace Cornmiss ion: 

I enclose herein reports prepared by the 

committees of the Justice and Peace CoYTUnission. Herein 

are found statements by the Race Relations Conmi.ttee 

headed by Julius ~!ark, Industrial Relations headed by 

Leon Feuer, Consumer Protection headed by Lee J. Levinger, 

International Affairs (Atomic Energy and United Nations 

Orzunization) headed by Leon Fram, Vet~rans headed by 

Albert Goldstein. In addition to that,· you have rey

overall statement as Chaircan of tre Conmission. Please 

let me have your reactions, suggestions, additions, am 

corrections Yd. thin one week so that I have plenty of 

tine to mail out the final report for the Conference 

membership. 

Sincerely yours 
..... ---- •' 

e nand J..t. 

"And the worll of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." Isaiah 32-17 



I, 

THE AMERICAN VETERAN 

Our cormni ttee feels that the Anerican veterans of 'liorld ':";ar II should 
be regarded as citizens first, and only thereafter as veterans. It views with 
alarm all attempts to divide the nation into veterans and non-veterans camps. 
It is convinced that the interest and welfare of the veterans coincide with the 
interest and welfare of the oountry as a whole. Any effort, therefore expended 
on transforming veterans into special political parties or economic pressure 
groups is injurious to the peace and concord of Anerica and contrary to its 
spirit. VetGrans and veterans groups should not be aninated by greed or 
selfishness; they should not seek special post bellum privileges or power. 

Nonetheless, in the interest of sir:1ple justice, our committee feels 
tra t veter-ans a.re entitled to certain rights for which their fellov1 countrymen 
ought to fight, even as he fought for ther1. These are: 

I, Living 

~ ~ Fair employment practice. 
Veterans are particularly affected by discriP1ination in employment 
inasmuch as they arE: a high percentage of the population now seeking 
employMent. That th€ir right, regardless of biological or cultural heri
tage, to earn the means of maintaining life ought to be insured by the 
nation for which they were asked to endure pain and face de::ith is too 
obvious to require elaboration. 

\'Je reconm1end the establishnent of Federal F;: ir Enployr1ent Practices 
through strong, enforcible legislation. 

B. Price and Wage control. 

If the reactionary forces in our political economy achieve their 
goal of inflation under the guise of re-establishing "free enter
prise" and II the laVl of supply and der:mnd II the iapccunious veteran 
will suffer keenly. 

All efforts to retain a noderately controlled econoey through such 
agencies as the O.P.A. will, of course, benefit the veteran but 
also., surely, the nation as a whole. 

II. Housing. 
This prool25 affects the v~teran specially and he is entitled to 
priority in whatever living accor.tr.1odaticns are oade available. 
Currently (15 hlnrch) nny pressure applied to realize ¥vilson Vlyatt• s 
Veterans En•Jrgency Housing Program and/or effect the passage of the 
Patman Bill and/or the 1iagner-Ellender-Taft Housing Bill would be 
helpful. 

III. Schooling. 

The need and desire for resumption of interrupted education should 
be encouraged and assisted by granting veterans priority ~n school 
enrolL:1ent. 



Econo!.1ic and other effective pressures should be brought to bear on those colleges and universities which accept government and other financia .- support but which discrir.1.inate against tJe;";ro, Jewish and other veteran applicants for adrrtlssion. 

IV. Rabbinical Veterans 

Rabbis who served in the a rncd forces of the count~J are, also veterans. The Conference and the Union which rightly applied themselves tc th8 procurernent of chaplains fror,1 the civilian ninistry as their patriotic duty nust also see the re~erse process of the placeaent of ex-chaplains in civilian pulpits or 0ther suitable occupation as their moral obligation. 

' Here again efforts to apply the principles of justice and right-eousness in the veteran's behalf will redound to the credit, prestige and welfc.re of the conference· as a whole bearing in t1inct the considerablL~ perccmtRge of our membership recruited for the chaplaincy. 

V. On Democritizing the J.rraed Forces. 

We favor thorogoing dcr:iocri tization of the arned forces directed townrd the abolition of invidious and onerous social and legal 
distinctions between "officers" and "nen" in each of the branches of the service. 

1\e are also exercised about such legal discrirn.ina t ion as the courtsmartial where the enlisted nan is judged by n jury composed exclusively of brass and "officers" 1r~1 not even tried for offenses which bring "men" stiff sentences. 

We are also opposed to discrimination between "officers" and "nen" in the use of cm:1p facilities. 
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INDU .3 TRIAL RELATIONS 

Th-· • ' - • • • • ~ •.:: ek ed ~Jr th•: 1,ust fj ,~".' ::r .11.2 El.r'i v.,i r:l e cspreRd industri2.1 

st~ l .ff-~ -i...:,:,. t.'-i-~ ~.L c t 0ry r f cur conntry.. Vi r t.1~c1lly ~.11 th3 b---wic .:-,n.cl .r.w.ny 
sm:Jl.>:r i t,:1-;dt.i:-o.: -:-- .'ff': -:1.~.r-:~iecl -··· a:1ong t r1ti,t ::t.x,1 ., · uial -> D-"~-r,0~1obiles; 
tr:.u,~nc r t ::: t:-.n: .:1..:~d cor:·1.•.\.,L:~,:.~t~,i 'l i., o 1~t-. one t:i.ne or anu tht_• r, the t r ~r.sportation 
sys ·~c . .1 '"' ct s .:•, c:;· .... c=1.1 .i ~-- • .. ,.:: :.,3 t.J.• ·1 wer e a t a 5tcnJ.f,t i l l ~he na·i.iic na:i.. t elephcn, j 

t cl r..:gr '.='ph :.t. •1 .c :- l~-- Y1:.1.c."!. "-rst -3·:tr; were t hrea t fucd. v:i tL pc:r a~yz i ng s t oppages. 
The 1,rl•c e•;::,; ,=f ;.ce; or,~J .::r :: ·;_ 0~1 f: ou a wartime ·,:-.c .3 peac e-ti ,:K.! e~onony ,;m s 

seric usly J.e :~ ,; ~rlx,.... T:1.0 '..o:is i ,1 prod·J.ctior. a ::-.d. ·w.s.ges i s s a id t c have run 
in t o bi ] 1· _t)n,J r;J.' ~Lll -:r s-> 

I 

T':v. c .-r:.'s,~c:: ,1:· 2 ca•3~• t -:-:, uP.derst .'.'1.ncL, ~~1e J.0 s s of overti:·1e r a t e s and 
wart i ::ie p:·•~.:~·teticn b 'Y:1.1 :f,:..· laccJ indnstria··1. worker s ~ni th t r:.e pr ospect of 
dras t.Lc en r,-= ::..:1 :,3·: ..::!.1<'ns p ,1.;.r , '.:he swj_ t chov er f r 0,:1 w·1r to pea,~e production 
meant t e:Tr:;:·j::..~:uy pcTi,-,ds • : ~<Y ::;ff for thou sands of enployebs ,, At the sa!'le 
ti1~e ., sho:-·t<• ·-~t:: s ') .f v i.~'t·0 .. i.:..\v ,: '..1 J.. comr'lodi ti -. s indi c1.t ccl a ccr Lnin rise in 
the co s t cf :.iving jnieY ~ ?~0J sures were ~ncrensing fron spe cinl interest 
groups r e:H'i::.J0 ll GlD[~ F1·.rm.f:, ct ur.1ng, business nnd a~riculture f or r emoving 
the r,r J.ce c·:; i_J.L1gs J pJi·LJ.ps e~: ,:;n c0npl c t ely to liquida t e t he O.P .. .'\ o In 
this ccrin,, 2 ~ .. c;,., .-,i.:,.-· C ~1E.: 5 ter Eowl es is to 1Je war nly cc nrwnded for his 
cour,Jssc,·:1;:;; i:1s :. :;t.en~c 1.r, hcldine the price J.ine , but he s eems to he.ve 
r e ceiv ed or.::y- t".rll f--- LGa!.'t e:4. 'J ~; cking f.rom the Adr:tinistraticin wr.ich hns been 
stendily r e t1· e::i, G:!.ng in tit..J f .:tce of the twin pr 2ssure for i ncreas ed WRges 

and prtces~ 

The dile:1;-n.2. v, i t h 1i}1ich vwrkers w,~r s f:-1. ced was the r efusnl of 
indui': t.ry to 0onJ i d.- ~~~ t h,: ce:.1Rnd. for v1~4_ge incr eas es wit tout governmental 
nssur g,nce c f cc .:.~rC;spc.,nci.i:1P., price hikes.. I t v1as a dilenI:-t" because it 
mean t th ~--t":, 1. 1ork0:-s r.tg:1.t l us t:: raore thl1n they w,:nild g~in., It faced the 
whole cons1.: . .,un~ r ut-lie v1i t h the frightening danger of runaway inflation. 
The pr oul ~1:i. ".'TD. S hizhlie;htcd by t he Gener a l i-.ic; t ors strik a a nrl the pos i t:i.on 
taken n.t the b .:> r..i.nnins 0 f that dj_sputP. by the then Vice-President of the 
Uni t.ed A 1.1. lJ -· ,, .. :.:· •. -::: ::. . • .. r. ·:;u _i:::.cr Reuther, whv has s i nco O(::en e~_i2v a t ed to 

the Pres .Lcle:1cy o.f tha t U-nion <') Ur .. Reuther insistt;d th.1t the q:J.estj_,_ ns 
of v1ages, p r:;.Ge~ and corpor ~ite profits arE:: clos~ly r el a t ed c1nd rmst be 
considered to ge th~r; that w-1ee s ought to be ro.ised 2 s high as possible 
without incrensing pricesn Mr ,, Reuther did not carry this pointi r.tainly 
because he did not have the backing of his f ellow union l eaders, although 
he did succeed in getting t he Presidential Fact Finding Boa rd Y1hich was 
appointed to gc into thes e questions. He -is neverthel ess to be cor.11:u:nded 
for his f orv-r.?.rd looking n~tenpt to blaze n trailo In a nodcrn industrial 
society, VJ r.'.gcs, prof its and rrices are integrally r cJ l a t ecl :1ncl .:1.re definitely 
m~tters of public int2resto If we are to achieve a just and stable econorzy 
within th8 frn:,1cv1ork of dcmocrncy, workers :~mst recci ve as ,·,iidespread a 
distributicn of the bcnef:ts of production as possible. 

Free , voluntc1i-y coll<:J ctive b ('. rgaining has becone a well established 
and legally dUp1)orted principle in i\r:ierican industri-:ll relations. If 
hone~tly -:ind sinct: rely utilized by L-lanagcuent and Lt1bor, it still offers 
the best and :'"lost dei:.1ocrHtic approach to the problens of industrial 
peace. Legislative efforts to haraper or restrict the right of bargaining, 
like the Case Bill, should be defeated. :Yet vm cannot evade the fact that 
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large scale, protr·tcted indust::.--ial disputes betvieen f!iant corncrations 
and unions do ~Jve:-r<Jly -tf.f....ct the public iY1t..1rt:S~ c. 'I'hoUS[lncls of 
pe::-::,ons :i n :r.;l1.t.2l ~nuJtties :tre thrown vut u ... \JOrk and suffer loss 
of p~y v:h: c:1 t'1t·y r::-.11 DJ. 1fford.. 'i'he public is ... ep:"iv ud of . mch needed 
goom;, SC" ... - ·,:.i .. l(: s ~CJ'\'ices ·wh:i.ch ~ r e vi tc:1 l to th:~ h ~(11 ~h rmd srtfety of 
co .:11":uni :.its ~· 1 '-- cr,.pr.1.t... • Fcr1 .3.ps the ti1t- hqs c0ne to c-s tnblish s011.e 
kind l f F cl2:" l r:ia...:hir,e :-: .. t -:. s:)eed U"'.) the pl'ocess of b:.rgnininf> ~nd as 
f~r as plt~1Lle to pr ~ve~t Jiifer~nces frou r e1chjng the str ike stnec -
as well a,:; t0 r ~rr csei1t. ;;h~ interests of the pnblic Pt lc:'. r gec Pres,, 
Tru.-. n:1 • s l1rc-pcs.:.1J. icr the set tuw up cf f:-tc t f:i.nclin:,, bo ·1rct seen to be 
const~uctiv ~ ~~d fr~itial. I, ~s n proposRl w0rth s8ri0us con iderntion. 
·;:ithcut th--: rc'~h~r 1;~ ~e,. :rrn~lsLry .?rbitrntion, such bo t: rds could effectively 
serve to fJ.:.:" cmd ~:.: thc:i .. .. ·ne f1cts fro11 ;:11 ::mgles, .1:--ke sug~1.;stinns and 

r ecor:u:i.enc1.a1, :. e n:::; t i") f:-:c_ - 1 t :te settler:1ents nnd provide ur.bir'sed inforr1ation 
on th,~ b· ciu of llh:.c-h o. ~'n Li' <1?1d inforr~ccl Dublic vimn,o::.nt could be 

• L 

forr ul .~eci . ·~hilo both ~ranch~s of org4ni~ed lnbor ~nd a large section 
of indust:': ..... 1. ~ . _- '.:.:,,. _,t•?,gE stion , tt er (~ did net S8€:;·_1.. :,c, b0 ·::oo r:iuch 
lcgic or co3•..;nr;,r in t'1eir C':) osition. If \le are tc• ;:void the cost ::ind 
ch:"los of lrn;~u s ~::-i:{es er ,.- •:.we. of strikes, "nd obtain triRt st·1blc relation
ship ::ict·nfx~:·i v· 1::E: ti_, p-r-i-:: 0s r1.r:::i profi t. s which h ··.s bec1:._ ;1.e qbsol'..ltcly 
essential tv 1.1 ec _::-'vc b· th 01 _\1 r and denucr· ~cy in our n:: tional life qs 
well as R r i ',h :f3vr::i. 0f '..:..• iplcy·1ent, soac SJ~ ~ll['..~ic r,1achinery such as 
the qbove nill soon h~ve to be devised ~nd -~ t intc oper a ti n~ 

In 1.he ,110~rn~hi:.l: .1 :~.:ni.:.igement and Labor ought both to ,1..,ke every 
honeat effc.:."t to settle tl:GJ.r disputes peaceably ond in th1..: int ~rest 
of the na t.ion .1s :-i T.toJ.e) to mke full use of suc:1 facilities for 
mediati on ::1 a r e nm·: CYo:.J.HblL both on le,cal .qncl Federal 18vels and if 
a strike :i_s 11 n.s voi1t~~blE. to ::-- schew the use of any anJ "".11 unethical, violent 
and illeg~l ~actics, It is tte use uf such tactic~, of Tihich both sides 
hav C; occasi 'Jn:..ll r b~:t.d gu:i l ty, ·which hc1s eVvkect the dci.l?.nd .for and ~y 
ulti;,1 ·~ tely pre,Juce n type: of legislation, which no one exc,::pt bitter 
encl r '?ac tion:1ri '5 rec?.lly ·. :ints, to linit the· ri hts of frc0 n gotiat;on 
ancl bargaining _. 



RACE RELATIONS 

The Institute on Judnisr:1 Rnd Race Relations, conducted by the 
Comr.ii.ssion in Nm~! York on Hovenber 25 and 26, 1945, recei vcd wicie and 
entbusi~stic ncclo.in ationc those who are ded:i.c;:ited to the fur.theriR£ or Justice in hUEW.n r,Jlatl.onstaps. Helct vn .. th1.n t,·10 montns r.rter t e 
announc~ment of V-J Dayi the Institute r~-affirm~d the historiG stc:!nd of Juctais~ en the equal ty of all rnces in the sight of God and before 
the lav,. Among thG more than one hundred rabbis and laynen who par
ticipated many .c1ppronches of thinking on the subject were represented. 
Sociologists and anthropologists, both Negro and white, Wdre present. 
The statenent on 11 ,Judaisn (ind Race Relations", adopted by the Institute, 
,,as distributed throughout the country. 

War' s aftermath brings to the forefront problems which in many 
ways are more difficult of solution than the vmging of the war itself. 
It is evident that even the victorious conclusion of ::2. war does not 
in itself solve the econo,:ti.c, social and political probleI!lS VIi th which 
men are confronted~ Liankind is merely given another chance to wrestle 
with them. 

Thus, the racial t ensions of our post-vmr world did not apy'ear 
unexpectedly. If anything, we should be grateful th~\ thus far, at least, 
t,he:'{ have net b9en ::iore serious. "Last to be hired and first to b~ fifed" 
1.s ho new experience among our Hegre fellov...-oi t1zcns. Uncr:iplo:,,,tert.L.~ with 
its attendnnt evils, rer:1ains the chief obstacle' to the devclopnent of" ,a _ 
healthy, peaceful and just society. 

It is because of our conviction, based on the principle of simple 
justice, that no man should be denied opportunities for employment be
cause his race or faith is different from that of the r:iajority, that the 
Commission w~s so whol~~enrted in its support of a federnl Fair Employment 
Practices Cm:i.'"'lission act" -·,e deplore not only its f:1ilurc of passage 
by the Sen~te, but the unfair and undemocrRtic ru:inner in which the very 
possibility or its presentation to the Sen1te for a vote w::ts prevented. 
We declare our abhorence of the unjust tactics which were resorted to to 
defeat the will of the vn:rl-•rl:-'1...iority of the people. ne re-affirm our 
support o1 i:.:,c: FEP9 act, not oocause YfC ·tn-J1.±~. ~~t . . its passage Ylill 
inmedia tcl~r usher 1.n ;.in crn of econoru.c well-being but bet,~ it 
points the vm.y to the creation of just relations o~tween man anlt .,,,'\J'J.e, 

VIhilu the dire prophecies of lynchings and race riots that were 
to follow the end of hostilities have not, thank God, been realized, 
several disturbing instances of 11 man1 s inhumanity to nan" did occur~ 
The race riots in Columbia, Tenn., which involved not only the wantcn 
destruction of Ncgro-ov•med property but the killing of two Negroes and 
the wounding of nany Negroes and whites proved to be a disheartening 
evidence of the dark racial hatreds thal coosumetthe souls offrnen. 1Ne2roes1 nave iong elt tnat tneY. cannot expect justice a the nancts o 1oca autnor -
ties. Only when the feae::ral goverrn~ent, through the DepArtraent of Ju$tice, 
intervenes can there be sorae measure of hupe for fair-dealing• VJe call 
upon our Federal government to institute an investi~ation of the Co1,.._""~ia 
riots and mete out just punishr.1ent to all guilty parties. 

In recognizing thnt there is a dark side to the ledger of race 
relations, ne r.rust not fail to note th£:t there is a bright side as well, 
·;;c applaud the election of Booker T. ·washing ton to He'YI York University•~ 
Hall of Fame, the ~dnission of the first Negro freshr.ten to Princeton 
Uni•Jersi ty, the election of the first Negro in the history of the State 
as municipal judge in Cleveland, 01116, th~~ nn1lllng of · n ltegrb • to the • 
School Board of Kentucky, the signing of the first Negro to plny so-called 
big-league baseball vdth the Brooklyn Dodgers, the lowering of the race 

• 
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COHSUUER PROTECTION 

The peopi'° ."l of the Uni tcd States require special protection 

at this tine as conoune::rs of the products of industry and agriculture. 

lihile they arc l Rrgely produce:rs ns well, they are all consuners, 

including those too yo~ng to take a place in production. It is to 

the interests of the entire nation that the standard of living of 

the r.iasses of our ueople be maintained or improved~ Today we A.re 

witnessing a steady inflation~ which might well thre~ten that living 

standard which i.me:ric".11s have slowly built up over generations. The 

dangers of cxtr·~me inflation nre only an'. exaggeration of · 'the constant 

pres~ure tow3rd rising prices and a lowered living standnrd. One 

shocking CX[t:.1ple is the present housing situation, which conpels 

millions of i-c~ericans to live in inadequate homes n t an unr8asonable 

cost. 

In this emergency :1 we support the efforts of the Office of 

Price Aministration to protact the Araerican people from the dangers 

of Inflation. -Vie recom1-nend congressional action to strengthen the 

OPA during th~ difficult years ahead. We recor.u-riend legislation to 

provide adequate housing, not only for veterans but for all Americans. 



STAT&JENT o:·.J THE UNITED NATIOI,JS 0RGAIJIZATI0N 

The United Nntions Orgnnization constitutes the closest approximatic n 
we ru1ve been 'lble to 2cbieve tow~rd world governnent. In view of the peril::; 
involved in the discovery of atomic energy, there is already good reason 
for c;_uestioning tb2 adcquncy of the United N-:ltions Orgnnization as a form 
for in tcrna tional orde:- -~ It is therefore our solenn responsibility to 
foster at lea -t this dt..:br c] e of unity upon which the nations have already 
covenc\nted ,. t ·e regret, ther(:fore, to see thf~ United Nations Organization 
sh,qrply divided ir..to nnti,~-Sov:let and pro-Soviet blocse We believe that 
the continuing 2.nd growing division of the UNO into two such conflicting 
groups nust l ead eventually to war. We believe trot our government can 
take the i~itiative in preventing the deterioration of the United Nations 
Organization into such a scene of conflict~ If our governraent will take 
the initiaJ~ive in s.acking to realize through the United Nations Organization 
the ai:ns of the J... tlantic C}-1arter J r.mny of the suspicions v~hich now beset 
the great powers would te all:tyed and elininnted, The Atl;.mtic Charter 
asked £or t.·''(~uql .- access vn ·tbe part of all n~tions to the raw rmterials 
of industry.. ·,1e believe tba t when all nations are assured of the operat5.on 
of this princip3,J; most of the explosive issues, which hnvc transforned 
United fJgtions Org~niza tion sessions into the prelir.1inary skirr;-iishcs of 
the third ·world v1or, v;culd bo eliminnted. Vie especially ur~e upon our 
gov ernment an imle:pendGnt role in the United Nations Organiz~tion. 

' 
¥re ~.1.u~t r- •~! frain fror.1 cowii tting ourselves to the trndi tionnl 

policies of thv British E:.1pire which include the detcrninntion to shut 
Russia off fror:1 access to the seti.s, British pt>licies relc1ting to a 
balance of power in EuJ·opc and preventing competition with her sea powe.r 
have no relevancy to the peace of the world. The same wenlth and power 
which mnke it possible fo:r us to be independent and objective in dealing 
with internation2l problens also i~pose upon us the responsibility for 
helping Pnd serving our fellov✓-men. 

Y;e- must confess our sin in not giving enough to satisfy the hunger 
which prevnils in the rest of the world and to prc~vent the f~r.1ine which 
threatens the rest of the world. "-He rnust confess our shnr.ie nt the 

. precipitate hurry with which we gave up our rationing of food nnd 
resumed our habits of vuu,ting bread while others died of hunger. Not 
a single American ever v1ent hungry or suffered any impairment of health 
because of war rationing. Had we retained our food controlj we would 
not have plenty to offer to the hungry of the vmrld. \',e urge our 
country to take every possible ru.easure to prevent the wastage of food 
and to render the maxinu0 anounts of food available to the rest of 
the world. Vie urge pronpt as well ns generous support to the UNRRA 
and to all other international instru.~cntalitics of rescue mid relief. 
Thus our government shall possess the ;11oral as vwll as the naterial 
power which shall enable us to lead the United i'fo.tions Organization 
in the direction c.•t objectivity~ of meeting and deciding rEJnl instead 
of false issues, and therefore in the direction of unity ~nd co9p~ration, 



STATEUErfT ON ATOUIC ENERGY 

~e , of this generation, must accept the epical discovery of atomic 

energy as a solcnn responsibility entrusted to us by God. It is our re

sponsibility that this dincovery shall becor.1e a source of wealth and happi

ness rather than a source of sorrow for future generations. \~e must solemnly 

resolve that it shall not again be used for the purposes of war. Scientific 

knowledge of the methods of release and application of atomic energy must 

be made available to all ma nkindo To r ender impossible its use for military 

purposes, a thorough sys ter.1 of inspection .:.:. nd control by in t rJrna tional 

authority sr1culd l>G es t ablis hed~ In this need for international controL 

of the use of a to1:1ic energy, we see a great opportunity. The very peril 

involved in th1.; abus e of t his new source of pow r will r.1ake it absolutely 

necessary to es tablish • n internatior.al nuthority so conpl e te, so universally 

thorough-going th·,t it _ ,Mi 71. r111l<Junt ~ to a world government. A potential 

doo-t.1..:1yer 01· ::.ankind will tl us be transformed into a unifier of mankind. 

Atomic ener gy should not only be made the cor1I1on poss ession of all 

governments, but it should be r.i.ade the possession of all people. 1i;e must 

not make the same mistake with this new source of povrnr which we have 

previously made with the other power resourcus of nature. 'i·e r,1ust not 

give them away to private inter eB ts to be us ed as a source of private 

profit. Atomic energy uust for ever rer:iain the possession of the people. 

It was at a cost of t'wo billion dollars in tnxes paid by all the people 

that the successful cxperir:ients in ato!ilic fission were carried out. The 

people whose property it now is must not be nislead into giving, selling, 

or barterin5 t ' iis precicu s pcssession in to the hands of business nonopoly . 

Abcve all, in our country ns well as in every other country, aronic energy 

shall be under civilian and not under ~ilitary control. Its original use 

for purposes of war nust be forgotten, and we pr.ay thnt n2nkind, forced 

to choose between the alternative of life or death shall choose life , , 
and insist on making n'tonic energy not a weapon of destruction and conquest 

but a source of productivity and prosperity nnd pea~e. 



In accordance ·with instructions of the last conference, the chairman 
of this Commission drew up a statement giving the Conference's endorsement 
to the Uni t ee. ~ a t/ 1 }:s 0:::- ~anization. This statement was read last July at 
a Senate hearing by Jamea Wax, a member of the Commission. It v1n.s also 
published in the yeo.r book. The singular achieve:;nent of the Justice nnd 
Peace Commission this year was the holding of an Institute on Judaism and 
Race Relations in Nev, York City at the Jewish Institute of Religicn. The 
statement produced there has been received by our 111embers. YJ'e recommend 
that this stn te.:ient on Judaisr.1 and Race Relations be published in the next 
year book of the Conference, tbr-, t it may becone part o.f our pernanent records. 
Invited to participate in this Institute were rabbis and laynen of all shades 
of opinion, a;.-i.ong them, all the mer:ibers of the liabbinical Assenbly of America. 
One hundred men and wo1:ien pnrticipated in the Institute~ One third of the 
participants were menbers of the Conference. This Ins ti tu te enlisted r.10re l[ly 
participation than did the one on Justice and l'C.) nce held at the Hebrew Union 
College. Tht:: stnt c. H.mt h,'1S been well receivod. Ten thousand copies have 
been put into circul2 tiono •~uong the organizations distributing large 
quantities were: St. _Paul '-'ouncil on Hunan Reln tions, Minnesota Jewish 
Council, Feder8l Council of Churches, Brooklyn Jewish Conmunity Council, 
1.1iar:ii Anti-Defanation League , Jewish Coru:iunity Helations Council of St. 
Louis, Joint Public Relations Lormttee of Toronto, .:1.nd the Canr.dian Jewish 
Congress,; Through the courtesy of Senator Briggs of :Missouri, it was 
inserted in the Congressional Record. Its sent~~ents received high praise 
in an editorial in the CHRISTIAN CENTURY .. 

Mess:ige s tc the Institute were received fron President Harry Trunan, 
Governor Tho ::.1.c.1.s E. Dewey, Sccreto.ry of Co:nnerce Henry \ iallace and from 
Bishop BrO!:iley Qxna:n, president of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
of America. H.abbi Joseph Zeitlin, chairr:ian of the Social Justice Ccr!lrlis sion 
of the Habbinical Asse;:1bly of A;.1erica brought gree tings in person. At the 
Institute dinnt:r, 1:ir. Paul Robeson delivered n s tirring 3.ddress c1nd Mr. 
Walter J. v,hite, executive secretary 6f the Na ti0n[tl Associ::ttion for the 
1-1.dvance:rient ._, ~, C :~1..;l',.,;d PL.upl e , was a leading s1h,t1.: er. ' .• ie :i re grateful to 
the Jewish Ins ti tutc of Religion for having plo.C L:d its facilities and its 
staff at our disposal. y;e express the thanks o.f the Conference to Dr. Gene 
':!fol.tfish and Dr. Bernard J. Stern of Colunbin University; Dr. Abraham 
Lefkowitz, Principal, Sanuel J. Tilden High School, Brcoklyn, N.Y.; Bruno 
Lasker, Institute cf Pacific Helations;1idll i.faslow, Directer, Cor11mission on 
Law and Legislation, A.:i.1erican jevdsh Congress; i1.. J. Isscrnan, Counsel, 
National Federnticn for vonstitutional Liberties, Uew York; Edward L. 
Bernays, Public Relations ""ouncil, New York--Jewish laynen who prepc1red 
prelininary studies or led in the round table discussicns. ~'ie are al&) 
grateful to the following nei!bers of the Conference who l1ade significant 
contributicns to the Institute, either through ~taking arrangenents or 
through participation as leaders in the round tablas:. .llbram V. Goodnan, 
Henry Kagan, Herin.an Pollack, Lee J. Levinger, A. J. Feld;1an, Stephen s. Wise, 
Henry Sloninsky, Charles Mantinband, Gus Falk, Arthur Lelyveld, Edward J. 
Klein, and Sidney E. Goldstein. As a result of the experience with this 
Institute, this Ccrrnission suggests that in the future, r.mre institutes be 
held on thenes like JUDAISH 4\ND LJ~BOR, JUDAISH AND INDUS'IBY, JUDAISH AND 
AGRICUL TUB.~ so th.-:i.t these sta te!:1ents can serve ns guides for ccngregn ti ens, 
laymen, and rabbis. The Institute ran into some unexpected financial sna!:;S 
which exhausted the funds cf the Conmission. 

The Con."1issicJn on Justice and Peace wo.s cfficinlly represented in 
the conference called by the Religion and Laber Founda ticn in Detroit by 
Rabbi Leon Fran. It was officially represE:nted at the Fnir Enployment 
Conference en January 25, 1946 by Rabbi Jar1es Yiax in 1iashington. The 
Cor.1r.1ission wcis asked to define its attitude on Eutha·nasia by a representative 
of a national cor:i::1i ttee which is backing a law in the state of New York 
whose ain is to leg1lize putting to death individuals suffering froo pain 
fro!Il incurable diseases who express a desire to be relieved of their nisery. 
Whereas the? Cor.un.ssion syupa thizes vd th individuals who suffer grievously 
and for whc,r:1 there is no hope, our faith in the sacredness of hurlian life is 
such that we cannot endorse eutha,1asia. 

This Cmmssion extends its appreciation to forr.:i.er g(>Vernor 
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Herbert Jo Lehman whc res i gne<.l as director of UNR.R;. in the face of great 
difficul tics o.nd lack of cc,opern tion after having de,ne a fine j ob helping 
civilian victirtlS of war in Europe and in Asia -, If the United Na tions had 
heeded his W-'lrnings anc.l carried out his suggestic .: n c f continuing war tine 
raticning after the pence, fanine in ·Asia and Europe wc,uld have been av erted. 
·;:e extend vur best wishes to byc,r Fior~~llo LaGuardia as he undertakes the 
task cf feeding Europe Gnd trust that 0ur cuuntry will 171:1ke every sacrifice 
to feed the pvo ple in fm:iine ravaged countrit:s o 

COl~ULSOhY 1ULIT. ,RY TRL\INit!G In TD:lE/ · OF PELCE 

Alti~ruf; h c1 pell taken by the Connission last y ear 0f the nenbership 
of the Ccnf er 1-mce on the TTJ.:l.tter of cor:tpulsory training in pence indicc1ted 
tm. t the Cc nference vw.s ovurwhelr.iingly cJgainst it, in view of the fact 
that the end 0 f thn '\'/c,r hri.d intervened since the pc)ll vms taken, the Chairr.nn 
did nc-t fe e 1 that he h1d the right tc cor.lf.li t the Conference .1s beiri.g opposed 
to conpulsory :·.~.ili t::iry tr-~ining in ti !le s of peace.. Anc ther rir il poll indi
cated that the :.121"b ,.3r s 0 f' the Conference vrcre still orposed t o cor.1pulsory 
~:1ili tnry tr.:-tining, the vc tc on this issue being 151 oppos ed, 71 in favor, 
and 11 non-cc:i1ittnl.. In vien cf this sentL1ent twice ex:1r1.: sseo. by 1enbers 
cf c.ur C( nfcronce, this Ccrn·1ission recon".lends tl1c:. t the Centrc:11 Conference of 
h.aeric r·n R!lbbis gc C' n record as being oppr:-sed t r c,,;-ipuls cry : tilit:uy training 

. t. .(' in i ~ e r ~ p~ace. 

JOINT COMUISSION 

This C1 .n.'iissh:n recur1ends th2 t the Cl".nference c, operate with the 
Uni .- n in e..,t.'.:•. 1..1lL-.,:1ing a j ,:, int connissicn (,n S1 c.:i :.tl iicti< -n. The jcint 
cc r.ir.1ission, h, )v1ever, is ne t tu supplant the Justice nnd Peace Ccr:1r1ission 
cf the C( nferencc. 

PEH:.LJ'ENT SEChETiJtY 

It is i 1p(, ssible fer busy rabbis t\. cnrr~r on the vmrk c1f the Justice 
and Peace Cc: r:iissi ·n, n n p:u-t tirae basis. Other denc:~1in-'.'i.ti\•ns have large 
staffs wh d1 , ·we rk which we endeavcr t(, de in spnre nu:.ients. This is ."t>.oth 
unjust to JuJais;:i. whcse spCJkes:1en we are, tc.. the great causes which we 
shcul cha·,1pi1;n and uphL, ld., and to this histcric Conference,, The Ccnnission 
there fore recc:"1.nends that the Executive Bo,,rd in consultation with the 
Justice and Peace Cor:nissil n be instructed tc cnGage a nenber of this 
Cc-nference as a full ti -1e pc-,,_id secretary of the Justice and Peace Con.riissic•n, 
and to give hi::i such assist:ince as he needs t r· c;1rry en his v1c-rk. 




