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REPORT 
of 

COM ITTEE ON SO G BOOK 
of the 

Central Conference of American Rab is 

The Cot!m1:!. ,., ee on t h e S ng Book of the C.C.A.R. met on ionday, Octo c r , ~.: 45: st ay'i.nr, 1n s!'sslon for about six hours. All the pro"' '!.( r · ... 1 ,~ 1. _, t ,..d .• . i ~'"H) oong book were thoroughly discussed. Here-wi tb .t!· f t.h, a cisions reached. 

• ~.
1
:.:. ~ co·i:.1 !.Lteo discussed the contents of the son b ook and came • o tht.:1 fo llov.·1.n~~ rjdneral conclusions with regard to themes to be in.eluded: 

Religious Sone s 
God 
ls.A'.'ae 1 
'l'or h 
Reli ' ion in Action 

l 1 • 1 ~ C'< "> r, ,~ Cl . , a,.. V,,l. .-. ..... ~') 

'--:• l 'J- s t:1:- s and prayers 
<; •d 1 <"; i- t-. •:-or; ::·s '-.. • • ... 'U.. J. , •. ) 

/ C ,;, • fi ~ l • ~ 01 i <l 0. y S O Il[., '"' 
PH.tr ._o i_. l e. ~er, t s. 
Pal , , Liri. ( ;)u-t 1ot Zio1 ist) songs 
Zionist songs 

2. The children's song book should be pul:lished i n t wo forms: (a) A volume for children only t o contain eit or j ust the words alone or the words with a melody line. The book shoul i be a~trac t lvely published and well illustrated, as children's song books should be. It was a roed that lf it will be possible to seel the book for ' 1.00 or less and still include a melody line., that t hat should be done; otherwise the melody lino should be omi t ted. 
(b) A olume containing the music in full. This w•ill be used o~ly by the person at t he piano or organ. 

3. Mr. Harry Coopersmith, Director of J ewish music for the Jewish Education Connnlttee of New York, has been invited b y the commit t ee to serve as editor of the book on a royal~y basis. 

4. In view of the fact that this will be essenti ally a book for schools, the conu~itteo recommends that even though it is being edited under the auspices of the Central Conference of Amorica.n Rabbis, it be published by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, which hae a rich experience in the publication of mate rial for educational purposes. 
5. If the last suggestion is approved, the Union of Americo.n Hebrew Congregations will make the entire financial investment in tho books, which we estimate to be in the neighborhood of $8,000.00. 

6. An effort will be made to secure assistance from a special fund, if possible. 

7. The songs will be classified on three levels -- primary, intermediate, and senior -- so that the book, when completed, will 
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ive us a curriculum on Jewish music for our religious schools. 

8. On motion made by Dr. Reichert, c- cor1''ed by Dr . Samoran, 
it was decided that the section on Palestin · 3 1. Z5.on. s ongs 
should be the la st section in the book, so tbu1~ ~-f su c.ctr,r ogation 
wishes to order the son , book without those sections, they may do 
so. 

,. , • r.~... • 0 1
-: a i"1Clt1de simple, illuminating notes intro-

duC .t. L, 1f; c;'.1 1 :r•.l 11~ ( ~u.ch as the section on Torah, the section on 
Sa b ti, i r .. >rl;_·r;., 11.r- Dt: ct.or.. o. Palestine). Where necessary, short 
notes s, ?Pc: r.i r:1~ t 1.1 song should be given, especially not over­
lookinr ny colorful material that may ·be related to any given song · 
or composer. 

10. It was decided to prepare an introduction explaining the 
contents of the song book, to be signed by the members of the Com­
mittee on the Song Pook. M.c. Cooporsmith's name shall appear as 
editor of-t' e book. 

11. as dGcjlc: J a to invite our colleagues to submit any 
poem s :>1-;,;~s; ·._:i ~-L, ··1 . thoir opinion, deserve inclusion in the 
son6 t .., (..,t., .-d •.i. (. • v:. ··~ ~ vt:l " "''. the:..ni3elves or by other poets or 
te acL.e1· v . 

12. ~ e.a:to r ... of '-: ho. Conference and others who are musically 
gifted v1~ll ·be in 'it d to compose music for some of the songs. Mem­
bers of the co .. nm1ttoe ill pass on the ~o ~. s st1.~mi t d, in "'ccordance 
1th the foll owing criteria: 

Genuine liturgical sons 
Easy singab1lit for children in groups 
Satisfactory ord tone con actions 
Use of traditional elements when possible 
Rhythmic quality 

an e and pitch 

13. Criteria for the text of the songs shall be 

a. Jewishness 
b. Social si nificance 
c. Literary st le 

In the event a patron ls found to lve a ~u 1stantlul sub 1dy to 
the book, the usual acknowledgment on a page at the beg! in of the 
book, will be made. 

e sugaeet that the Conference should also plan to publish a 
separate olttme of children's services instead of relying on just 
the few services which are now contained in the Union Hymnal. This 
would give greater variety hich would, at least to some extent, 
solve the problem of the continuous requests which come for additional 
children's services. 

In vi w of the growing need of junior choirs, we feel that more 
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m~tP:rial should be av ila le for some choral work. In many cases 
the material already in existence 1s difficult to rocure. 

We also eel that creative work in thi fie d sh~, 
cour a flld. 

Reenectf1 lly submitted, 

• 

HAP Y COOPERSMITH 
LEON Fi 

ANUEL GAIIORAB 
VICTOR E. RE[CHERT 
FRIC WERNER 
JACOB SINGER, Chairman 

be en-




