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to: ltbi Le JulJ 9, 1945 

ft I a i Ahr Opher 

Aa 1 tnow, it la th• pr tl e o th Syn o e Couneil to 1 sue 
t t n~•. p ial oammit • i1 1 a:y pointed• bet r h ons1 ting ot oner present tl • ot ach or th thr e br he o 
4 oh ed. t the epar tion or the state ~n. 

hu eked m to dvie• you that you are ppoin • 
ee to ar t yn gue Oo ell tate ent 

nt t e . abb1s n rele sed to th res 
oeour • e other two er or th Co. 

( ) 11 n t inber , 146 at 92n t., e or 

(oc ) R i b ill 1 ilv r, • 10'5 t. 1 o d, 
Clevel d, 

ill you e ood eno otly t th lot 1e :ve 
vad dr t a r ar d! 

nolo ed i 0 1 r' D , t 
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THE NEXT MEETING ----------------
of the 

SYNAGOGUE; COUUCIL OF 
AMERICA 

will tuko place on 

Wednesday evening, Deconber 5th 

ut 8~15 PM 

nt the Spanish & P~rtuguose Synagogue ~H 

70th Stro E,t & Centr a l P· rk l ust 

--------------------

• 

MINUTB8 OF 'l1HE MEETING 0~, TrlE ~YN ii.GOGUE COUNCIL OF lJIJEhIUi1. 
OCTOBER 3kD, 1945 -- 1-:r THE SPJJII~H & POtl'l'UGUE8B 8YllU.¼OGUI!i 1 Nt;H YORK CITY 

Present: Rn.bbinico.l Council of jwerico.: !tubbis Herbert S. Goldste in, 
Josoph Lookstuin;i:ru.vid de Solo. Pool und I ti r u.el T o.buk. 
Union of Orthodox Jevrish Congr <::gat~: roessr s • Uorris Engolmnn, 
Benjt:llllin Kooni~sbGrg, l',fr.:.x Rosenfeld, Iso. uo Ros ong(..rton, 
Joseph Schlc.ng o.nd William i.~o is s • 
Ri.bbinicu.l Assembly of 1\ll'ler!.cnl Rt:.bbis Hosos Abeles, 11.bbu .L'.brruns, 
Mme i.r z t;, lfo.x Dnvidson u:nd Isr ue 1 Goldstein o 
United Syno.gof2ue of "'Jncr:tcni Rabbis Bonj'...II'lin Enr;l nndor, Joseph 
Miller ti.nd Jacob .do.din und Messrs., Mu.x F'ink nnd 8nmuel Rothstein. 
Contro.l Corf eronco of 1\l!loricun Rn.bbis: Rr~bbis 1•.1nx 1-b.ocoby, 
.l\.hron Opher, Mnri·us Hunson und Hillit1.m R~senblur.1~ 
Union of I.mer icon Hebrew Congrogntions: Hnbbis ~I: urico Eis ondrath 
u.nd Isao.c Lundmun und Hessrs. ill"thur Be:rliss, Ch .trlus Kromer o.nd 
Robert R~senbuum: 

Excuses und Regrets: Rlu\; Rubbi Joel Geffen - ~; Rubbi Ju.cob Bosniuk and 
Ur• Sol 1\'lutterper le 

-----------
Rabbi Davidson, o.t the requost of the President, puid tribute to the l:tte 
Ro.bbi Chnrles Hoffman. Rubbi Hoff'mun 1 s lnst public act wu.s his ·1.ttendunoe 
ut the previous m~eting of the Synagogue Council in order to persuude the 
delegn.tes to tn.ke ll.Cti~n iJn tho stutemont en 8ynug~gue Attendance nnd 
~abbuth Obsorvunceo (Exhibit A) 

C011MUNIG1'il'IOI18 ~ 

1 0 Vii th Ur. Richi.-.rd Gutstn.dt of the i\.nti...l>ofumution Len.guo concerning tho 
culling of u.nother conforonoo on rolo l~se timu • (Exhibit B) 
R(.bbi .Hosenblum moved that wo cont c~ct tho NC.tt.i.:..U n.nd, in cc-C'por u.tion 
with thorn, oull a oonferonco in r ugLl.T d to roli€:Jous oducntion and tho 
public schools• THE MOTION Hi~ CiJiliiill. 

Rubbi Runson ruised the question of Christm~s observunoe in public 
schools u.nd so.id thLt the dr cl't of H. st :.ltement vn Chriatm:1.s obsorvunco, 
which wns prepnrod by Rubbi Opher, W:\.S not sn.tisf ctory~ He sugbested 
thu t :~noth1Jr stutemont be prepn.red. R'l.bbi Oph~r st ated th:..1.t he hn.d naked 
u number of Rubbis in the country, including the officers und Executive 
Bon.rd of the Synug0~0 Council, to correct und edit his druft, but thut 
very few sugt;estions had come in and those wer~ ao contr P.dictory that it 
was difficult to find n common denominutor • Rt .. hbi Uoldsttjin usked 
Fabbi Rnnson to draft fln o.lternute stutement, but Rubbi .l'ti:.nson sfaid he 
VT..iu.1 ~ r ;.ither mrJce his oommonts on Rubbi Opher' s st ·.i.tenunt. It vrns 
thereforo moved th·~ tho str.~ement on Christr.w.s observunce be sent to 
the delegutes for oorreoti0ns nnd suggestions ~nd thut n canposite now 
d::--uft be subm5.tted to the Executivo Committeo v1ith pC'vrer to tu.ke u.otion. 
MOfION C1i.Rt<IED0 



• 

.... 2 .. 

2, Letter :,f Rubbi Uorris Goldst ein with referenoe to government cemetories. 
(Exh.lbi t C) ~ 
Rabbi Poul sug~estod th at the Logialativo Committee bo ~uthorized t~ 
consult vri.th the Jewish iielf '1re Boc.ird on this problor:1 and report buck 
to tho Bxoouti ve Commi tte0 v1hich will bo empo· werod to to.ko notion. 
This suggestion wus accepted~ 

3. Lotter of Rn.bbi Kellnor with refur onc0 to l obislntion on persons 
uuthorizod to perform the mt.rr ia.ge ri t os. (E.xhibi t D). 
It wua moved to refer this r.u.:.ttor to the Legislativu Gornmitteo :md report 
bnok to the Exocutive Committoe _. which would bt; onpovwred to ti~ke uotio.1. 
MOTION CJJlliIED. 

4. Letter of Mr• Nuth~n He be ic .1un with r ef or unoo to tho '" dvartistJmonts 
which appeur ~J d in thb J~vrish !iovi ev1 announcing 1Iigh '-luly D~y s &rvic os 
nt resorts. (Exhibit E) 
Ordered incorporntod in the minutes~ 

6. Co:-reapondence vrith Furriers 11.ssocintions vlith refor enoe to ubsonco on 
S~ibbu.th und Holy Do.yse (gxhibit F) 
Orderud incorpor n.ted in the minuteso 

REPORTS: 

lo lfo.bbi !tosonblum reported £or the Rudio Cornr.iitteo., reviowing the 
Yorn Kippur broudoo.st on the Mutun.l Notwork. He u.lso informed the 
meeting of the n0w progr ams plo.nned by tho ruutu(t.l Bro udc o.sting Compmy -­
one nt;.tional daily progrum of which tho Synubogµ.e Council will be 
o.ssignod one dny u. week, six months in tho ye u .. r - P.nd ono locu.l progr E:;m 
of which the Syno.gogue Council will be given two Frldnys in the month, 
six months a ye ~r. 

Rabbi Hosonb lum moved u. vote of gruti tude to !iubbi Opher for his efforts 
in securing these assignments f 0r tho Synu.gogue Council. MOTION 01.HKIED. 

2. Comittee on Scope: 
Mr o Kromer reported thu.t the Oommi tteo which was u.ppointed to study the 
Union memorundw:i hud hu.d two moetin~s und is plunninb to hv.vc a tuller 
report by the next meeting of the t-ynugc, gue Couno!J. 0 Ho indiouted 
thut it wa.s the c0ncensu.s of the Committee thut the originu.l plun of 
the ::yn,q;ogue Couro i.l wc.s s omovrhnt outmoded und i.t Wt ls necoss ury to 
reconstitute the Council to r.mke it u funotionin{~ orguniz'ltion in 
sp'Jcific urea.a 'J Thnt in delineu.ting these uro .. \ S it wc-s necessary to give 
f :.ll considern.tion to the religious rmd o.dministr t.t ivo n.uton0my of the 
oonst~_t4encios ~ Each member of the Comni ttoo wua usked to prepare a. 
momoTnndum outlining his ideus in th~ f ollowing three phusea: 1~ Scope• 
in \'rho.t o.reus shculd the Synugogue Council be permitted to f'unoti on. 
2.., Procedure - to who.t oxtent und in whn.t m'l.nner should tho Council 
reuch the community; und 3. Finnnoe - who.t budget should the Council 
contomplnte nnd how should it be r ~ised~ 
Rr.bbi Opher a rd Mr I) Weiss submitted detuiled mer.icrnndu und dubbi 
E1send!"t\.·th wroto a ocrnmentory on these memor tmdL1.e ( Exhibit G) 
It vms i:.greod that the Committee prept~re a f'ullor n.nd ole:.u-ar report 
nnd reoommendn.tions to the next meeting. 

3 0 Rubbi Iara.el Goldstein reported on the Keligious l<ehubilitation of 
En::-opean Je,"lry,, (Exh~ .. bi t H), 
Rntbi Goldst~in conol~ded with the presentuti0n of the requost of French 
Jevr:"y that tho Synugogue Council underttuce o. progr,un of' uid in the 
:-ehubi l~ tution of t,10 rellE;ious life of' Frenoh Jovrry" A motion wn.s 
made b:,r Mr,, Hosonbu".A.m that u Comml.ttee be uppoir.tad vrlth powur to t ulce 
,~:-t:1.orl 5.n respo::iso to the request of .Frunah Jew:~y u."l.d init-lnte u oc,mru.ign. 
de si ~~r .. ed to urge Ameriou.r. commt::lit ios to a.dept ro.rul.lol. French oommall~.ties 
~ 1 'l .tlJlJ.&·1.cun 8ynagog-.•.es of tho ) u..~g1:1r cities to t'.l.ko sim~lur notion wi-tih 
T0te:renr,e to indivldv.u.l French l,yn, ~bof:;Uos und, if t.•. nd ,men similc .. r 
'.':"' '.'l q H3str. oomo fr ,1m other Bur opeu.n ~ C,l!'Jrr14r..i t:loo :i s imil t\l" oampa.~gn& be 
i"'l:L·t :i .C4tf\d by the IJ cmrrd.tJ;ea., MO~ION \fo.~ (; 1tltlED. 
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Ro.bbi Her.-bert Gold~tein stu.t od thut u me e ting Vlfl.S schedule d for tho following 
MordtL~r u.c wr.1 ci:. Rubb ·. s ,J;,.~:.1g s Isrue1 Goldstein nnd Opl·1er wer e t o work out the 
pln.ns f' or this cumr:,n.~.g.1 0 

Ro.bb:. iv .. zt 1.•e·.) ·.1:i:-ted th1:.:.t -t;110 ~~ 01:?.·~ B ')ok f 'Jr th(:_ ~-:.ck_ ... vrh ich wus pr epured 
by Habbi deK~vo.1 of tb.~ .Dtm .. ·,;,-ui: Hos pi t u.l und D:- '.) Mn!~ ~·-..i.s of the J'J'.S wd 
ed:ted by Rt·'.~bis i\.r zt; Pool and Bnmber ger 1 was t\;.:t·ned o\/cff -to the Behrmo.n 
pt:.b:~.:o.shing house and is now in printo ~/hen the J:J. O.l".',\sc:::-j_p·t is r0udy ; un 
n.:;:-p-.· ~priate introductlon will be v,ri tten und the b (") ok will be published 
under tho negis of' the Synugogue Counoil 0 

Ro.bbi Opher presented n. :request of the Comnission C'ln a. Just ri.nd Endul'.'ing 
Pe ace of the Fed.eroJ. 00-..1.ncil of Ch1 

.. a·ches uad the SociA-1 Action Comm1.tteo 
of the Nu.tion a.l Catholic ·•JoJ:':'ru-e C;.;nf0ror1.ca th at tho fiyno.got;..'.e Ccuncil 
prei:,ure n resolv:t-i.on with :."e .;n.rd t:, the 0or .. t.~·0J ci' (:.t.~~:, o::.'., e.rJjl, .1 I-c 
wc.s ngreed thut the P.1'.' e:-; J.dont o.ppo:i.nt c.. c omm:i.ttc o t o J.r u..t't such n. statement 
u:id sutmi t it to the Executl ve Commi ttec for u.d .:1pt1onc 

T:-ec.~~n· er ~ ~ rlonm·t: - ·------ ~--· ' M: ~ Fi nk pr e s 0nt od the Treasurer s H.eport showing that 
t ~ t £1. l r e c., e : p t.s fro om June 5 to October 3, 1946 i includtng a.mount 
c u·:--r~ .. E.~ d over f r sm bofor a ,wus ~5t5llo28 
Total d..1..sb-J.rs0me:r1ts during tho 
pe,io11 J~ne 6 to Oct~ 3 was 
Bo.l.(~~1.ce on hand, Octo 3rd 

- 1 ~ 9_"!7 0 9 5 
~~3 : 533 e33 

The m0oti:ng was c,djourned at 11:15 P. M. 

EXHIBIT A: 

Hospect.fully st1.bmi ttedii 

Benju.min Koer:..igsberg, 
~acratw·y 

Rabbi Davidson, "I ho.d perhaps nn unusuo.l opportunity to know Rabbi Hoffman~ 
1fyrrun:C~Ly-u{-i~d-.il- r nr a much longer per iodr my ·wi f e ; s f runj_ -i y .• ho.ve been members 
o±." t is G·Jn f;r. E: 6ntiono I. h o:'lre been o.ssocia.ted with him sinco the day c- some 
40 y ea.1.· a ag') r when he cu.me to Newnrkr. Hhilo a. s t u.d.e :.'lt, o.t the Sc1!15.:avry s I 
to.,..1 gh-l:: 1:J. r..~ .s sc~.oo~.o Dr (J HtJffmor. 1 s ,rir.t:.te s were so gre a.t tr ... rr~-; hin c-~ly 
i' a-..ilt~ 'l! fl r e ,; I thinks the to:u.:;. ts of his vi'rt.ues 9 H.~s ~ trnight).o.ced devotion 
to w1-' a-l: be l.•e P e-ve d., he :iever wns willing to u0:np:r• :~.m::.ce c. He wc.s:, in the best 
sense of -L'.ho vrora~ o. f'tmutic •. • ,.. , in thE::l m·:ist sublime sense of tho.t worde 

11 Y-::>u b1. -:>1·v· !3 .)71(•-thing o:£.' his buckgr-ound und por-sorn:.:!.. history~ He WfLS n 
st:cce a~l .. l J Ll.trp:Jr f p•J bli~ her-, ed i. t".>r ...... a. mri.rr ied mn.n wi•t,h ·tw? chi. ld-ren 
when h0 W0 '!;.

1v t o F:nglo.,-:.d o.nd studied nt Crunb;:·:i.dga n.nd worked with Dr _, Schachte. 
Ur.d':lr t,r;o L::liti:.:.e n.:--e .~ 1• Schech-to ho bocruno a. Rnbbi o He wue n mo.n of' brC10.d 
<Jlii+.-,.,.ro, m•).~ t.a:.v· •J f ·tho Enr,lish word nnd u stu.qent of' Jewish theology o.nd 
w~s p C!•t:,;:.L '..'.·v.:~:..\rJy i !':.t. ~;:• e c·;:, ed in J'0vnsh nbservn.:r.~~e . The po.per he oame tc; give 
h 6 :" f: w c1 :3 rm. the :C: ulib:tth ~ r d _- r, 1 ':; k ,:-~·.,w cf. a~!~r •.JT1e in t.n0 c 0 ... 1.sE-.r:-v·v.t:t. ve or 
crt.11.oJ :,x Iil-:>\emf:-.1:~. wtiu WTYte so C'):J s~ s t e n t l.y and p1·en.ohed ~c.. f ::-eq"J.en-tly both 
ir1 ~ha pi:.1.pit t.\.Ild wher 8V(}r the o r ,po:ri.:;·..1-;;j i-;r tir'Jse on the need f'or Jews to 
f 1JlJ.ow ,.Jev.-is r. tr D..di tion :i.r.. tho matter cf •1bse:rvu.nce e 

' 1I ·:;td.r.k r/ .. e l n.s t-.' duys we-:-e o.s he would hr .. ve wished them to be ~ He was o.ctive 1 
:•~0b-,:.Et.., e ~.0 '!1 ::.. n his 81 y et.ITS, one. ym; w'!.11 r.em.ember .' us ho sat hore, ho :ref'.lsed 
·c •.> :,.0 1...'~e ·\· ~10 "'.'r crn bor; c.,.:.se h0 v1.~,1 t ed t;o g:,1:·re t.!~e puper on 8ubbath ,:-b~orvuri~o, 
:-le (lisr~. ,S E::r ·~"~ : 1~ Is-r ae l and i:. t,e 8/N1. 6q,::-.~o G~1a1cLI. J He wc.s n l~rc ii t; per Ac•nr;i .. '..i 'cy 
• 1r};.o ~:o ._l_ f.'. J . fl."" go p~.:r.-t t :1 f.;;".;.f.l,l);_r ,f; mr VP':'! at-'.;:H:;..:..tle tc-'l'~rr.':3 ,:1::-:\ 1..1.i~ffi .... I o:n 1-:nppy 
:.:..' 0-:· t ·!"~CJ ,·1y.' p .-1 ~1 ';·).~1.t;y to gl.,.11;) thl.s pe rson1:1.l word on l.:>ohr. lf' uf the Sy1:.o.g..:,g,;.c 
r 1, .. 

1 
, : • ll 

,,,; ~. J.. u ....... r, ... 
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E.XHT.BIT B: 

Letter to Hr,. Gutsto.dt from L<. abbi Opher, August 23rd~ 
11 I ho.d o. long conference with Rabbi Hi:1.do.s the Ch t.1.irmnn of our Committee ~n 
Heli ~io,1s Instruction in the P.J.blis Schools 1 two vrooks n.60 ,s and we both 
ugreod that novr is the tim0 to plan •.mother joint conf er ence of the r e ligicus 
and defonso orgunizations on this subjecto 

In uc..dition to ·the ruprcsenta.tives of the defense n.nd religious organizu­
tior.s u!'l.j t.he Jewish educut ionn.l bodies, it might be udvis r.tblo to inv~ t e sorro 
of the r1on.1;.,Jevlish educutors and leudors of good v1ill orgunizr.1tions (perhaps 
the pr e oident 01 .. the NEA_p Dr. Clinchy und othors) to rtscertuin the tr end of 
the Rc1.e used T:i.me movement and the a.:tti tude of the liber ul non-Jowi sh world 
so tho.+, we may ado.rt our pf:3Li.cy accordinglyo 

'l'l1e pP.rfoses of' this meuting should be: l(> To cre ate muchin0ry for concurtcd 
effo:r- t in the fieid s so thu.t no individual groups like the iwiiJric :.1.n Jewish 
C1.'r.g1 ess o:r the Chiou.go .1\.ctton Committee undertake indepond.ent n.ctionc 2~ To 
o.tt9mrt to ui:-r i ve nt a definite policy on such mutters ~ls Bible ren.ding in 
publlc suhools, the observunco of Christm~s and other holy days in public 
scho,-J s a:1.d our u.tti:tude to legal oction against Rclec.sed Time • • 3 0 To set up 
a. functioning consultative committee with funds, pors onnol und authority o.nd 
with the broad scope of function outlined in my l~tter to you of July 12th, to 
imrhrn1ent the rosoh:.tions of the conferencu u.nd to represent the wi 11 of the 
coope:rr..:.-.:.n~ o.gencies o 

I hopu that the NCRliC will see the vulue of such a conference, under the 
ueg:_i3 of the t:>ynagogue Council of America, and will cooporute with us in 
e~fee-tuo.ting it" If, however, the NCk11.C is unable to or unprepr.u-ed to act 
ex1,editiously in this matter, it m,.y be udvisuble thut we proceud in the same 
wv.y ns we did lo.st yeur, by calling tho individual def'anse o.nd educut ional 
groups directly 0 

Muy I uguin express tho hope that you will use your influence with the 
NC!ti1.C to bring this mutter to u heud 0

11 

Letter to Habbi Opher from Mr. Gutstudt 1 August 24thg 
11 I um sending u copy of this letter to Mr. Minkoff wh vtill thereby be 

advised of' your desire to huve un early meeting of the representatives of 
the Jewish orgo.niza.tions including, of course, the SynEtc;oi;ue Council and 
perhaps some non.Jewish educators a.nd leaders of' go otl will organizutions in 
w~1ich connection you mention the president of the NEl\. und Dr. Clinchy. Your 
pu.rpose in su(;gesting this is that we m~y uscertn.in the tr0nd of the 
R.o"leused Time movement and the attitude of' the liberul non,.Jewish world so 
t .i:-iat vm may adapt our policy accordingly. I see no hu.'!"m in this but wn. 
Lnp-ress cd with the possible value of enlarging somewhat up .Jn your sugi;estion 
ei thex ut the suggested or u subsequent meeting., Soue timo ug;0 I had con.., 
versu:tions with Dt'c. Clinchy on this subject. I n.lso d:i.scusseci the mutter with 
my very good friend Commissioner Studebaker of the Dopnrtment of Public 
Ed,.1.oa'tion in Hushington~ Despite the undisputed liboro.lism of these gentlemen, 
t:uy nppeured to be quite sympathetic to the Released 'l'ime formula, though 
th.ct jv.d€;Ilent m.!.ght h-:tve boon more impelled by the public relations f'~ctor 
t~c..n by a ot·i.c-:;; interpretation of' tho American concept of' sepo.r:....tion of' 
Chur ~h tm~ S·~o.tc • 

I run 1 of course, strongly in favor of cre~ting some machinery to secure con­
certed e.f'f'crt in the field., I um not at o..11 sure thut this will dissuade or 
dete::- certain orgo.:nizations f'rcm to.king ~:idopend.ent action butp in uny event, 
it will i'ortify thti position of 1;ho pa:rtic:i.po.ting o.geacios in the;_r repre­
sentations to the Jewish conum.'IJittes o 'l:ho whole subject is so important; th,it 
i.t su:.'"ely justifies co.ref'ul co:islde~utiol!...> ·£here is a qi,_e s ·:-;ion in my mind of' 
pr opor soquonce • Might it not be bet t.er for tho J~vlish or gtmizutions to 
have their meeting f'irst? Our n.ttit-,;.de might then be fornuluted both with 
respoct to positions which must be f'orthrigtd:;ly defonc1ed o.nd. o.lso areo.s in 
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whioh there might be n measure or conciliation or oompror.iiae. A coDDnittee 
cun be nppoint(jd to meet with the men suggested by you und certuin no.tionu.l 
lubor loaders nnd even religious leuders representing groups not symp~thctio 
to u program of reli6ion in thu schools. Vfo wouldhr~vo u.s the bn .. sis for uur 
disct:ssi_ons then the position t e.kon by a. thoroughly represunto.tivo Jowish 
group constituting o. very substn.nti~l part of the Jewish community. Tho 
voice of non-Jewish u.llies might u.lso be heard rmcl carry ndditionul weight 
with those who seem to be wu.vering. I om quite certLl.in th~\t Commissioner 
Studebu..ker would attend such a. meuting ttt my invitntion, if thut were rl.esired, 
If f'.fter such meetint;s we were thon t~ble to rench definite conclusions in .. 
vol ving essentio.l policy, wu could set up tho sort of p~rnu.1.nont oommittoo 
to which you refer n.nd develop the progrum for E.Jffectunting those cunclusion::, • 
I shall be gln.d to heo.r from you in this connectiun, 11 

EXHIBIT C~ 

Letter from Rn.bbi Morris Goldstein re go,tor nment cemeteries: 
"It is my understanding thu.t when Congress reconvenes un beptember 5th or 
shortly ther0aft~r, there will be considered [\. numbur of bills r0gurding 
the estublishment of Governmunt Cemotories for those who hn.ve given militu.ry 
service• There is a d r~ngur that if umluo emphasis is ph~ced upon burial 
in a national cemetery there might be neglect of our ovm consecrated Jewish 
cemeteries. I know that leaders of' other fuiths c!.l"e giving very serious 
thought to this mutter. 'l'her e is u substitute Bill, knmm v.s HR2751, which 
would ullow a. specific grant of money to ouch und every voterun at th~ timo 
of den.th for the purpose of' burial spnce in a. cometory of his own choice• 
This seems to be the procedure which might be more uoceptnble to religious 
groups• Irntsmuoh o.s the House Militnry i~fnlt.rs Committee will be reporting 
on this mutter very soon af'tet the openihg of' Conl7ess, would it be possible 
for the bynugo&~e Council to express its E:i.ttituLle to the Conunittee und 
speo.k in the nume or Judnism? 11 

EXHIBIT D: 

L~tter from Rnbbi Kellner: 
111\.s I vms unuble to see you yesterday, I run presenting the problem to you in 
this fn.shiun hoping that you ou.n not vn it immediately und affirmu.t&vely • 
Several years v.go the New York State Lr~w governing marriuge perf'ormunces 
wus altered uncl ut the suf;gbstion of the Cr~tholio Hierri.rohy v. det'inition wus 
therein included a.bout ministers of' religion who nre qual1.fied to perform 
the mo.rrit~ge vows• 1.'he languo.ge of this stu.tute was found objectj.ono.ble by 
the Attorney General's Office nnd ucoordingly u. now bill was prepared. By 
this time, the Synagogue Council becnme intorested und throue;h the good 
offices of Mr. Vfillio.m Weiss a. lengthy definition wus submitted which wus to 
cover ovary type and form of' Jewish religious f'unotionury. The legislative 
su.b .•,committeo hnndling the matter oonsidored his definition cumbersome, 
umbigtous u.nd loo.dad with legal mumbl.B jumble, I Wl tS, th&refore, requested 
to prepore o. simpler statement o.nd. I consider it most udvisa.ble to GO back 
to the or igino.l lo.nguo.ge of the Domestic Kelutions lo..vr uncl simply state that 
the marriage i8 vnlid if solemnized by nny clertPnn or minister of o.ny 
religion, Dr. DePorte of the Stute Health Dept• ~ursured me thut it I could 
get the Jews to ugree to this, he will convince the Catholics to do the 
srune • I ho.ve given much thought to this mutter und I um of tho firm con .. 
viotion tho.t it will be much snfer to omit o.11 dcfinitiuns and to permit 
the Statute to continue a.s it did for over one hunared yet~rs before 1940 • 
I will be deeply grateful to you if you will write to Dr. UePorta directly 
in co.re of the Sta.ta Henlth Dept. 16th Floor, Stnte Offioe Building, 
Albo.ny, N. Y. stnting the polioy of ·the Synagob~o Oounoil oi'fioio.lly •" 

EXHIBIT E: --------
Letter from Mr• Nnthm Seidman to Dr• Louis Finkelstein: 
"I ho.ve just rend in the August 31st issuo of' the Jewish Post un article by 
Dr. Bernardo. Richards, in which he refers to your letter to the New York 
Times, containing the following sentences =From a voluminous personal 



correspondonce I kno,,, thn.t many Gcrmn.n Jews, thems0lvos the victims or 
sever est rers 8c11t :•.on , s-cilJ fe1.t th ~\ -;; i ::1 th e ..,,.-·'l? -1-;h o ~.!' cour:trv vin. s i~ the I:' , ~ 

ri ght :-"• .{.a yoll k:>.1ow. I ,-.ave bee;:;. one of y ot:-;- D.( ~m.t:- e-r s f or mu~1y yeors, but 
it s ne!il~~ t o mo t 11".::; t h G cu.~.s e of' o,;.r peop·:.e hus n ut. bee n vru ll s erved by 
yo·.i'!' s-:~ll tomer.:L coJ.v0yir_ g; ·tho i m.pr e s3 ! on thr .t u. suo ~t :,.ntiul numbor of Jews 
gn.ve c.r·:1 p<Y:· ·1-; t o -',~h u N1:.L zi :t:> ei;; -i..mo boc n:...ise of a f oelL'1f:, ithnt tho:r c0u :•1.try 
w:\s 1.r-, +. t 0 .:~it_// -;_, t I-:1. tht3 f i r 3,t p l o..cG !• y our ccrr. vsp undonc o w:.:i~h c:ews in 
Gon11a:1.'r m1l s·'j hn.v-e been exceE:,d in g: y l i m:: t ud c ~oc undJ y _n v1ho Vff:1 'f' 8 i:;he 
Gnr:mt1J 1 ' Jev1s f who f 0lt ~the ir coc:.nt.cy W f). S in the r:i. e;h·G? 1 In :i~). 
p..:· c1:) a°J :. :1. i -ty they wor e.: either Jew:tsh r encga.ues or Jovrn who long befor e the 
udvei: t uf Hitler hud ub rmdone d ull n. ll e~;i o.nce t o J:: d n,J_sin ) who had 
d.~f. :1 oc:w .ted themselves f':r cm pn :-ticj.p ut i ori. i:1 ,Jewi sh :::- e :~ i f).ous or c·..,,.1.-t·;i:. .. nl 
n:1t.t v itie s O 8".loh peuplu c unnot be c ullod J vYJ'S e Yo..:~!" sta t ement 11bou·c 
,fo1..ri.<:: h support of Nt:1.zi Germuny in the war, if I mt1.y say so with all due 
respect) vras not only irrelev11.:.t t o tho is~uo invol vud , but is likely to 
be exceedingly harmful to the interests of' the J ewish pe ople, here und nbroa.do" 

EXHTBir F ~ 

Letter to Fur Workers Associations with rofer ence to &nbb n.th & Holy l.Jo.ys :. 
11!t has been o.alled to our attention that tho -------, while permitting 
its Jevrish employee s to absent themselves f· :c om vrork on the Duy of 
At o:-:.emer:.t: r e quires them to muko up the work on tho Sukkoth holy days• ~~e 
t r 1;.nt that this informe .. tion is inaocur n.te und that members of the Jewish 
f ui :~h in the industry will be permitted to observe their religlo;is holy days 
us a 1uu.ttor of fund '.Ullent n.l American practice nnd policy o Freedom of 
wo:'1'.'ship o.nd the right to adhere to one's religious convictions tU- 0 corner ... 
sto:nes in our democratic society and the ide a.is for which this war W8.. S 

fou g;:t 0 Govornmont agoncies, both oiviliun t:md militury, h[,1,ve consistently 
uoknow~edged this rir,ht nnd have, at the request of the SynagoQ.,te Council 
of ./unericn., gro.ntod leave to workers in wur industrifJS nnd in the Army n.nd 
Navy on Jewish holy days without deducting from their Wa[;os. :Mny I, in 
the nrune of' the L>yrn.tr:;ogue Council of' lw10rico., which is th0 rcpresont.o.tive 
ugency of tho orthodox, conservative and reform rabbinica l u.nd congregutional 
bodies in the country, cordially request you to look into this matter and, 
if the report is ~luthentio, to correct the error so that Jewish peopla"mey 
not be required to mo.ke up for their absence on u Sabbath or Holy Dayo 

... 
Reply of Mr~ Louis Fe!lster of the i~ssoo:C..o.ted Fur Cont & Triznming Mfrs(' 
tir,his v:i ll acknowledge r0ceipt c;f your lotter of Sep ljembo:r. 12th, 1945 with 
r ef'~::r 0·:H' 3 to information conveyed to you th0.t our 11.ssociation is requiring 
01.,_r !iJ.einbers to work off the Yam Kippur holi,lo.y, ~utu.rdn.y, beptembe r- 22~.ldo 
We w j_ ~:'.~ -~o us sure y1...1u thn.t we hnve never and cto nut eve:r inGend to ins ts·~ 
+, lvxt ~o::-bn.th obs erve:i:-s work on. Sn.turdn.y:) 'l'he 1aembm.1 s ot' the Ass ocia tion 
h ~,11:e u.+, no tine ird:-erfe:rod with the wishos unu d05i~·os of t}~ .. e ir work0rs ln 
+,r. E.? o1:,r. <:H"' ,runce of uny Habbu.th 0r n.ny roli f~:i .ous holidc.y, unct the f act thut 
SJ.l:;·•:.~~rb y, 8ept0mber 22nd has been set aside for the wo-kers to work off 
tr:e Y. o.r-:1 Kip pur holiday is due entirely to the provisions of our Col.leotiva 
h ;3,~·8t:):;nont with the Uni on. However, before receipt of your lCJtter, we h~va 
d-: ;=.~~ 1 ◄ sHed this mn.tter with the Uni un offici i1ls ~·.nd ar:rivod ut the foJ i.011il:~g 
t ·.: r.t o.-ci ve understanding: that should tmy f :i r r1 or uny wo:r l:o~ b 0 c' l s1.r~0 .~i:..'.ed 
m" ~Jbject to work on Suturauys _~ t:i eptember 22nd_. the wo:· kers ·will be :cer-
m:1. t.·;;cd -to work off tho loss of' time e~_ther on a Sur,du.y or 1;,t.f':er wor. lc t.ng 
ho•;..:'.''=> du:rine; the week, We s'\.:'..ggest that you address y o·i:.r ~oj ~ t.o tt·_e 
mo.:i.aEe1· of tr..o :?°t.rt''!' ier s Joint Council, M.r., Irving Puta.sil, and state the 
s!lIIle ob,~oc·t i. 0:..1.0 t.h 1d; you huve mo.de to us so that he c a n 'tuke up this 
ma·~·~er,. as they ui'.'o the representuti ves of the wor1:e~ s i:1 t!1is .i:nd1,:st.ry, 
Vfo w3. s:1 to ~ss ~,.re yoi1 or our desire to cooperate in mo.kirq-; it poss:.ble for 
ev01·y vw:·ker dus i :c~.n6 to observe the So.bbuth or uny Jewish holiday in 
accm:- du..·,iae -wit h thoir own wishes nnd desires insof't.r o.s it is wi. thin our 
pm1r9r n.nd right to do soo11 

RepJ,y of ~:r. Irving Potnsh of' the Furriers Joint Gounail of New York: 
11 ··18 : e ocd.vcd your letter or i.'.>eptembe-r 14th complo.i!li·.1g thut the Furriers 
J u ~nJ-. :1ou.:10il requ1.-ed workers ·to vro:r-k or ... the 8·;.k:S:- ,t :1 hc.!y da.y~ u, ::.<.l ~0q,1.esi.;ing 
t .~ \ t .. t i .:' this report is o.uthe :..1t.~.c ., t.o c o~· r e c· t ·i;he m.- :r -:_,r ~ 1'l1~re j_s defi~ . .'J.. t,ely 
v m~. ::-:untler t"to.nding o.b ~ -1; t}~: s rna-t t er ~ 0 .Lr u·~1io::1, co_.f:ii :.,tL1g f,.L·edomiI.nn·,;ly 



. .. 

-,, -
of members of the Jewish fai+.h, hns never required its meMbers to work on 
the Sahbnth or on o:.~.y ot' ~r holy duy, o.nd never will e Bec_tv.so of our tn ... 
sistonco tipon the rucot;r- .1.tion of tho functumento.l right of our Jovrish wurkers 
to observe tho Su.bbuth, our union wu.s H.mong the first to fit;ht fur the 
intr ocluction ot' the fi vo-dny week. When we una.ertook th,'. t f' i ght in 1926, 
we roceivod tho onthusi1.i.stic c oupor ation of tho synt,1:;ut;UE.1 s und n.11 other 
Jewish orthodox orgunizo.tions. Thn.nks t 0 such couper ation, to the detorminn .. 
tion of our workers und the le f.i.dership of our uni n, ~ succeoded in winning 
for our vrnrkers So.turda.y nnd oun<lny n.s d !'l.ys ot rtist • !110reovor, whenever uny 
occu.sion nrisos for the members of cur union to mu.ke up any lost vT1JrkinG time, 
our urj_on v.lwnys ma.kes extr aordino.ry arr ~1.ng0ments in ordor t 0 cnuble :tnc1 en­
cour 0.60 the workers to do so on Sumlo.ys, in pr oferenco to ~c.turct.ays. We 
f't:.lly understand your concern r~nd your sensitivity vrhore tho freed om l)f worship 
o.nd tho right to udhere to one's religious convictions are invvlvod . '!'ho 
leadership of our union hus u.lvm~{S been on 6',lurd imct vTill ountinuo t o be on 
guard to protect these democratic rif;hts, nl>t only for our momburs, but ulso 
for o.11 people• You mr.y rest ['..Ssured th~-.. t nobody in our union will re.quire 
a.ny of uur vrnrkers to a.banci.on their bLl.sic rights to observe tho ~u.bbo.th or 
any other holy dny O 

11 

EXtlIBIT G: 

Rv.bbi Opher' s Menorn.ndum for the Cammi ttoe on ~cope: 
11 In con::;:i.dering the future of tho 8ynagogu.o Council u.nd 1 ts role in the 
American Jeuish scene, we must take a lone ro.nge viow:. tho spir'd.tua.l vitality 
0 1:' l imf.r ::. ~-;ur: Jovrr.y, i. ts posi ti.on ir.. this country vis a vis the Christian 
coir.nrL4~').i t.y ,1.nd its a.b:.li ty to n.urture the Jowish spirit the world over.. 1~e 
mu3t the:.rof'ore think of iunarionn Isro.el in totnl ra.ther thun denomina.tionnl 
terms nnct modify or even yield fo.ctiono..l interests 1.:rhich w-e clenrly short 
~arm considerutions. The most pernicious di~ease in l~neric~n Jewish life •is 
the growing secularism wnong the masses of our people und the usurpation of 
leudership in every pho.se of community life by people who ure ir-religious 
a.nd even hostile to the Syn~lgo~ue. The bost wn.y of ov0rcoming this diseu.se 
is by strengthening the effectiveness of the relip;ious lendership of the 
community. This can be done only if we not in concert. One of the chief' 
arguments agcinst permitting the religious leuctership to tuke ~ts proper pluce 
in tho life of' the community is tho division within the syn~,goi~e. Community 
councils, philo.nthropic, educational und defense ngencies und fruternul 
bodies in J\mericun Jewry justify their reducing ton minimum the reli@..ous 
influonoo in their activities on tho bus is of the fn.ctionalism within tho 
religious orgunizo..tions of American Jewry. Tho 8ynn.gogue Council is our best 
answer to this cluim. 
I. Scope of Activities: 
1 o Stimulutton and udva.ncement of religious life in tho J\merico.n Jewish 

oomrnu:1.:tty a.nd nssisto.noe to world Jewry in this n.ren. This would include 
such activities ns: 
U:, Plans, programs und f\lnotions th~t would dro.w our people to the 

synugo{;Ue u.nd religious life. 
b, Cooperation with lubor und other sections of the Jewish community to 

uchiove this purpo~ in their r unka 0 

c~ Defending the right of Jews to ob~erve thoir religion in government 
n.nd industry. 

do Stimulation and ctireotion of religious education, both for tho young 
o.nd the adl l ts 0 

e~ Combutting such molpra.ctioes e.s mushroom synn.gogu0s and resort services, 
freelancing in the rubbinate and undignifiod advertising und soliciting 
of reli&ious institutions, etc. 

fo Conducting joint rnbbinicnl conferences on timely themes in various 
purta of the country to effect oooperution on n loca.l level of common 
religious projects. Ultimately perhnps ulso uohievomont of somo overall 
polioy of support of tho religious program of American Jewry. 

g~ ~upport of religious needs o.nd institutions of Europenn communities. 

2. Representntion ot the totality of religious life in American Jewrys 
nc Before the government. 
b~ Within Jewish secular agencies, phi•nthropio, oduoa.tionnl u.nd defense 

organizations• 



• 

c O In coopei:-ution w!:th t.he Fede,:- o.l CoP.ncil of Chcr ~hes und the Na.tionttl 
G·tl-.~o~ 1.:; He'. i~t r.J \: ~1 ,_; f 0 .-:·e1~n:) ,, 

d 0 I::1 is -- :0h ·::-:.. ,r~e; 0- ,d 1J~\rci:rs w·h:>!h x·0q1.1:i.ro r0l.;_giout1 rop:':'EJf:d.:h:i.Llcr .. ~ as the 
8 -~o"..lt m'Y ... rcmotL·~·. Voce:;~"~ns n.osoci ~tJ..::.ons. otc,, , . 

3, ':'o s .:_:e u:t fo1.4 tl1e v1r.o:i.o of Jevr.:y in re l:!.gio· .. ts mf,.tter s to the conm1;~1:. ~:y ! 
n t'I L.1 'I ·..1.cl ·to -i 

b ., Iu Ho·1 y Day mossn.gos and oth9r occr•.s.i.onq whc:ro tho messnge of J·11.du:i.sm 
us u whc le sho, .... ld be presented to tho co-..rntry') 

c ~ J.n c. .d."l.i'Ylr; upon the cornmu.nlty to observe spcciul OCC!.Lsions e 

d ') l.n coir'· uct w:i.th similcr roli f~ious lew:orships of' Europe •n nn' other 
Jew i sh c omrnu.n'.A. ties .; 

4c I.c-1!" .:- •·1c,:, ·; 1:he whole field of the d&fense of Jevrish relif;ious beliefs und 
' !J,"''l.'7-"

0: ices v1h:.ch would include such r1:ceus : '3 text books, sto.go .· scree~~. md 
::arlio: ::.i-~eruture, pulpit ond rost,.·um, where J:iLln.ism; in corrtr 1 istinctlo.n 
to the Jew, is a.tto.ckedi, This would invoJ.ve u whole '.!.Opt.rtnont to work in­
dclr,e:-:1.der,t ly but in clc.,se coo~t~er c...tion with the defense u,;enoic s 0 

6.:, Ir.:ce:tfn.ith activities~ which would i-r,volvc coopertltic.m with Christi ms on 
-- :re:.. 1.gio"J.s ncti vi ties such as Bible Week, lt,a.nily Week, bcout religim.1s 

em:,J.ems: religious pr onounoements on social justice und other mor tl is sues 
f o.c:':.nr.; the country; n.nd ulso directing ed.uco.tion~l endeu.vors to present the 
nvH;~ u.ge of Juctuiam to the Christ inns. 

y·:~e a ·.:,.o ,:8ed to amend our Constitution, us long o.s u. liber u.l interpretn.tion or 

1,. ~he cli:J r;-:-~·.ed q 1.1.t)S L 1.on of how to r ench the oommuni ty could be sottled o.rnioably 
i::-1. m( ,:.;i., ,:•.u.2 • .. H{::, To my mind there should be no limitation un direct conto.ct 
w-:_ ·U-. -~;.--,r-, F.v.b:1ir:: ~ but no contuct with oongregutiona should be mnde without 
s:i::c r.. ,_ ;_•·~::- nc~:bo::·izu.t.:.on in e~ch ause from thu hoo.de of our constituencies. 

2, '.fl- a d e;• 0'.1,u·tes shouJ.d be chosen with u view of n.decr~u.te rep.i:-1:Jsent'.l.tion of 
·t:1.e 1--0 • .. r.:~ c;"' v ~r;w of eo.ch cons ti tu.ency so tr..nt t~cy L,re g~.ven s11fficient 
I'Oflpor..s:.b:i..lity to speak for the constituencies witho·.it the ct:mbersorne need 
o~ roferring buck& 

3c.- Some of the meetings of the Council might tn.lce place in v:rious pnrts or the 
cou:£1try in order to pe:r mi t n. w:.der repre~en-tn ticn of t-he cons tl t!..lencies ~ 

4~ T:ie Executive CommJ t-t-;ee should be elected inston.d of uppoi.ntod in order 
thn.t this importo.:-.t body truly represent the c nstituencie s, 

6" A liuis on committee o:' six might be o.ppoi1:ted to be in constant conta.c-t 
wi th the udm:i.nis i·,r m~i-ve h&uds of our co::isti-tuencics in order to bring to 
tho u.ttentior. oi' the Co-.-.ncil my sugge stiot~s or: comr,lui YJts of t,hv con .. 
s-1.~i tt:.encies n7;.d vice ve:.- s a.o This commi ttoe might cv;is :1st of the chuirmen 
of ouz· rl ol8 .:-;at,.o:is who) together with the officers, might comprise tha 
Exo,~t::t· .ve 0ommi ttee, 

1 TI : l~ ~.1J n Ir; O 3 ; 
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·~vd v101.1.: d r •...:dd. c.1.~.1 iri.:.tio.l budget of a.pproximo.tely ~;50,000 to set up the 
Syn.,'\. f~O~:,• .;_, , '..,.o'\.. "1.0:U uci u functi onin~ agency in these u.r er~s" This would include 
u:.1 IJ.x ·c;r,-,.,-: ~:. v•:' J.,. r.-:~0to-r, office rento.l n.nd expenses und fl clerical stuff 61 The 
sour~e :: er JJi.'iJ.d "!:)ud~et might be: 
l, ~h,, Goi1 ~ :·:, t~D. i.c~ os , ....... dues shoulct. be raised to t2 ;i 500 to ~.,3 _, 000 per unn-..un 
fo-:".' e~•-~!-- .... 0 ~fi~-: 1-.•;.cr. .. r;y, 'r:.is seems a.lmost impossible JGo fl.Chiovo :).t tho 
pr-es , -:J. t:·:.._P/·1 '.!c,r•oi J0:."~:: .. e; the i'1.rn.1nc:!.ul stute of some of. ot:.r const:i.tl:~encies. 
J:i; :.n ;.,.y lit) ..'..'c ,,1.::d 'l";!.e th ~r., ~;.--.e ,/i5 t 00,1 to ~.'Le: COG thv.s l.ll~q·:.ir e(~ miglrt be 
nlloc. rL.u ~~ n~·cor c.l ~r.~~ to the mouns of our consti~'..lencies o 
2 .. Ar. t,.J1.1--t:'Lonul ~i:'..O)OJO or ~~15,000 mi~ht bo rcdE:e t -ti:ro·~Gh tho constituencies 
o.nd by t::--.~m wi '•h the request for contributions comi~i{; t~i cungregntions not 
by tr.e 2:,:w~~ug,ue Co·.incil but by en.ch constituency tu its ovm mombership rhe 
const~.tt,d; ::--.0~es wouJ.d be in u butter position to know which of thE;::..r members 
co"J .. 1.d udc.l o. pr-r"r;c::-,te..g0 -to their membership dues in thuir ovm Union to go t~ 
-4-\..c, l •-rn"g" • e f!o,•nc' "l Vl• •' QJ ~ ''-' :>'-" I ~. "' .,L • ._~ 

3-1 C0TIL.·r·- 1.:.~.~-•. , ·~yo}.f\"t--re f'unds -- hitherto the Synagogue Counc3.J. derived some 
t•5!,cr~•O ~8r n::--.. , , .m f:i."om the welfure funds. It. is likely tnat.r with the coopera. ... 
t.ion of n-u·.· co"P.stit·11.encies t this u.moun.t could be treblon., 
4 e Incl:.i v1.c.L~1a.is who believe in the idea of tao 8ynue;ob!.l0 Cou.ncll huvo been o. 
mo.jm· 50··;::r 110 of inoomo to the Co~lncilQ There is no reason why such coutribu­
··-:~.0~1~ e-o..nr1ut oo!\tinue und even increase" 
~,J Vi•r"i<i~J.s da~;urtments of the Cot.!.ncil. i u.s the~r are set up! might be o.uthorized 
·:· 1 .•• _,_-::r1 (}:r.ent the budget ulloout0d ty tl~o Co\.'.nc:U. by soltciJ.;ing from 5.ndividuals 
n.r.d o;. !;~n.·.i ·~Ll't.-1.o:is intere ,rt~d in th,Jlt F h';tso of. th.e -v 0.r k.- For o::nmflo .:i thJ 
f t f r1 ·.~ ;'0 clf: ~ ::.. rl-.me:'..~; mif~r.t v~:-:>L!. rac.elve n GOOd pt-1."t:··~~ 0r i·;s b.1.ctgat from the 
1}t.f.: ncle b.6 r,c.t~es if' we succeed !.n co ... vir .. c:i_:"'.~, t!J.Om of the vulue of this wo:.·k 
1 ·"1-.-:. r!-. rec,:.1.u.r agencies could ;iot do au-';ho1·u:t-,n·~i volyc 
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Mr• William Vlei.as' s memorundum: 
I. ScoFe of h~tivities! 

The outlir1e pr.ep:u-ed by Rabbi Opher sec?ms to co ').11.,inclusive c..nd substan ... 
tially covers thu general o.nd specific ureas whoroin tho ~ynui:")ogue Council 
has opern.tee1 n.nd cn.n op8rr.,.te in unison. 
Suggest chnngos of wordine; under itum 11 1 11

., first line "within tho lunerilHl.n 
Jewish Community, inst1::;ad of 11 in.

11 

Item l (f) - Eliminate the word. 11 ro.bbinic o.l" su that juint confer onces will 
include both luy and r o.bbinic'..\.l. 
Item 2 - l\.dd phrase to tho opening; sentence so thi·.t srune will re a.cl , 

11Reprosentntion of the totuli ty of rolir;ious lifo j_n J\muricu.n Jewry in its 
public relations with the non-Jewish community" 
Item 2 (b) ... This should be plnc0d undor item -#:3 11 

o 
Item 3 - The openin~ sontonce should rundft 11 '11

0 sper,k for the whole of 
reli~ious Jewry to the t;Gnert' ·. cummt1nitye 1 

!Io Procedure: 
I belieV'e that the Constitution is sufticiently f'lexible us it now ren.ds, 
as no resolution can be naopted und no o.ctivity und~rtuk0n without the 
ur.unimous npprovul of each group within the Council, It is important, 
however, not to interfore with the religious autonomy of the respective 
orgnn::.zntions, po.rticularly in o.rrn.nginp; prc:.yers nnci religious services, 
which should bo left to euch constituont group although suggestions of the 
Synn.goguo Council muy bo a.dvis:..lble for tho sukc of bn.sic uniformity in 
currying out the purpose of the universal pruyur or sorvice contemplitted. 

III g Finances i 
It seems difficult to obtain sufficient funds from the c0nstituent orgn.nizu ... 
tions untl their individuals. I recommend ruisinv, the bulk of the money 
from welfare functs und also to request n subsidy from the Joint Defense 
Appoal. 

Rubbi Eisendruth's Memorandum: 
I have boon giving cons idor able thought to the matter un,lor consideration by 
our Committee to Study tho ~cope und Function of thd :Sym:.p;o~ue Council of 
Americn.. In rerea.ding tho Preamble to the Cunstitution, I hn.vo come to the 
conclusion that very little noed be a.ch.led insofu.r us the positive pr 1gi-nm of 
the Synar;ogue Council is concerned. I note thnt among thu purposes for which 
the Council wn.s formed wn.s not o. lone the desire tht.t tho various Jewish 
religious groups should confer tog;o,ther n.nd spec.k in cumrrwn, but likowise for 
the purpose of 11 acting unitedlye" This would seem to givo us the mnndn.te for 
certain functional activities, provi'ted tho concludinr.; reservn.tiun of that 
purugruph be kept definitely in mind., namely., "to interfere in no wo.y with 
the religious ond n.dministra.tive c.utonomy of o.ny of the constituent 
orr;unizu.tions.

11 
In view of the above cleurly enuncio.tud nuthorizution to 

act unitedly., I do not know that it is necessury f1...1r us actually to enumerate 
tho fields in which we believe the 8ynugof;ue Council cun now function. 
However, just beouuse the &ymq~ogue Council is nuw uctuu.lly beginnin6 to c o.rry 
out its mnnctnte I it is most important thut the rost of thht pnrngraph be 
borne in mincl and thr.t no now function be unciertu.k0n without previous sub ... 
miss1 on to the cor.stituent bodies. In reGr.rn to tho functions nlreudy being 
Ui1.-:l.orto.ken., ns weJ.i us new functions to be ini tinted., I believe thut specific 
p:. ')Yision should be made to a.void some of tho dif'ficulties thnt I hnve 
r r. ... ~.-~ed,, Therefore!' I propose that there be fad tud to the Constitution certain 
snfog:;.u:rds :::-eflecting the resorvn.tions thu.t I voicc,d in my I11emor n.ndum. 
TLes0 would :i.nclu.de (1) sufficient L1.llvo.noe notioo to tho heu.dqu.e.rttJrs of the 
various cn'!ls-'vi ·cu_ents concerning a.ny new prujocts to be unrtertr..ken so tho.t 
the ofl:i.ue::--s of the constituonts, as well ns their respective repros0nt "'1.tives 
to tho 8y:,.n.gogue Council., might confer befc,rehund L..nct rea.oh a sr .. tisfu.ctory 
conclus~o~, (2) the chunneling of ull such functiunul n.ctivities through the 
vu.riou~ constituents, except where und when constituonts requost the 8ynu.gogue 
Council to cnrry out the project directly with their respootiva communities 
(3) the indiou.tion, wherever feasible, that it is not the ncticm, voice, 
program or resolution of u. sepuro.te entity, nu.moly, tho ~ynagogue Council, to 
which expression is being given, but thut tho SynuEOQ.10 Council is ucting on 
beho..1.f' of its cons ti tuonts I which should bo no.med wherover pructicn.l o By 
this I menn, of courso I thut thoro oro certain nren.s in whi.ch tho Union., or 
tlrn Co·.1.f'erence, for oxnmple, hu.s been noting in the pr.st rl.nd would bo pre,. 
pu.\'ed to x'c even more vigorou.s1y in the present, vrurt1 it not for our 
1.·ecogni tlor.. of' the fo..ct that t..ni tod action is prefurnblo. However I our silence 
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o~ in~.c·r.:i.v5.-ty 1 n. these ureas would be misundorstood nnd o:d.t5.c'lzod wero it . 
not for· ·•.,~e f ::v.,·i-, t:.-1ut ovor rtn<l over nguin. tho Synngoe;ue Ucti..f· .. c::. :,. em~1r1 '.lS '.!..Zes the 

fact t}mr, it i~ nct'i.r..f; 0'1. behl lf of its co1H::tJ.t1'.c:r:.ts c I t,h~. r.~ th -~- -~· tij_G 

ought to n.pply to certu:i..-.·1 roso11.;ti 1r..s .f £"op·,.-o se:-it t tiimB to 1~ ,v e ~1 m ·.1~ bodi es, 
cooportl.tion with church g.-0ups, and even to rudiu brondc ·1.st~.ni.:; wh0re I foel 
thut the alloc'.:l.tion mn.y weihl be under th0 nuspicus of tho ~ynur;or~ue Council 
but should be made directly to und ir.. the numo of tho c onstituents,, s for 
f'inur~cing, I boliuvo th:i.t the present provisions uncler the subdivision of' 
our Constitution headed "Dues" is completely o.ntiqu:.\.tott. I note th 'tll n.n 
unnur1.l budget is suppoU"ed to bo submi ttod for v.ppr ovc 1. In tho tvw yu nr s 
thut I huve been associc..tod with the ~yn:tr;or.;u0 Councll I hu.ve not seon uny 
sugh budget" Hns uny nctu~tlly beon prE: sentod? ht ull evonts, I feel thut o.. 
realistic budget should be prepared and the etpproved cost of muintti.rlng the 
8ynaE_;op;ue Council should bo assumed by the constituents, with the one re servo. .. 
tion that npper•.ls mo..y be ma.de to Comnr.1nity Councils tlnct , with tho approval of' 
the cu'.':"csti tucnts, to a rcstr icted list of indi viduu.ls O Unrior no circumst:mces 
do we :Ln the Union feel th~t our constituez:tt congreGations mould be solicited. 

EXH!BT.T H 

Rubbi I.sI·neJ. Golci. stcinf s report on the Roligious Kehnbilitation of 
EurGf8HD -J-avrry, 
"I do~tt sarpose it's neooss [..ry to talk u.bout the general conditions us wo a.re 
ull fn.m:.i.l:ru- vd.th them. I might huve some information to convoy in response 
to questions ubout r:;ener ul conditions of cn.mps in Gcrm:...ny in view o~ tl-.o 
agitation going on na, in the press• One of the camps I v:1.s:. tecl vma J?u] d u.fing 
on which so much attention is concentr i~te by tho auth · r i'i:;j_os in Ge:i:mc.1 y in 
order to whitewash themselves. Actur..lly it is tho oxccp-cione It is the 
model orunp so fn.r us the Jews nre concerned cmd it is n. moctel cump bec !.:.use 
the matter wn.s taken in hnnd by an iunorican Jcvrish lieuter..ant without wuiting 
for di:cecti v0s fr om anybody. It Vl'tS a murvelous pioce of soci rtl e!'lginuer ing 
he ac.complished there. I want to montion that u.monts the many things which 
Lt, :rving Smith introduced wus o. very lovely 8ynn.60r;uo~ 1-le felt that 
nothing wns too gooci for these displuced persons• 11.f'ter inst ~1Ld.ng them by 
very u.nconv0ntionul methods •- mainly by gr r.bbln~ whr~tovor fooct w .d c'1.othine; 
sv.pplies he found in sight ... which he was enti tlcd to uo becuu.se it is the 
otl.i.r;n.tion of the Germun people to provide for the d isp~ (lcecl per s ons:; thou.gh 
n ot all .American officers tn.ke ndvuntuge of t11!:tt :rP,g,1.~lut1 o:-ic A.ft er providing 
the physicnl needs, he went into the qt.:.ustion of v;h,.i:t to ci.o for thei:i:-
sp:i:i;-i tt.:.a..;. needs and had the ~ynugog-tw a"rrur.ged t-1.nd got f~l.l tile eq~ipment • 
The sto::-y of the chaplains is u he:roic stoi"yo The clay I w:ts there I visited 

the Sy:in.~~ogt:.e o.nd there wer0 ubout 24 Jews ,lt servic~s in the morning nnd 
then we hn.d o. ch,l.t and t~".8J SfOke i:. te:t:·ms of such profound reverence about 
Lto Smjth tht Lt it wn.s mo"rir1~r 'l.'hore a.re no peopl.0 amol'."_g trio displ :\cod 
person:; over 60 or u.nd.e~ .. _ £'= y.:Jm"f. of ur,er The rest vrer£: sent to be ext0rmino.ted. 
In th:s pnrtiC\:.lc.r 0wr, 1;. .ka s.r1r .tVr. W0.8 obsoi:-ved.,. They receiv0d very fuw 
kos}:Gr food pnck~l.CGD; ,.., ,:t. thi~ 1:'las rrobab].~ improved by nnwo 

: g o.\\' the l::iyr.·1,t;o r;··.w :i.i.1 1'\· a tt:tl''..l.--t '> I.t is tht:ro externally in nll its glory 
b•:.-t ·:.~J i.nsicl.o r.. ,1 1, b f: .:, :-~ t;·-~t-cect by tho Germans• I think now it h:...s bevn re­
,·or.n ,::.--· __ e, c~~ d J..,u s Oin a a:i< '; 2-.--..~,;., I spokv t o J:{abbi Ncuhc..us nnd ho ~aid thu. t those 
J -:: •v., w·;,o r ud cu1:·~ bn.c.:,k w:::i:.1ld stny u.. while. J..skeci wpy, he scdd "Don 1t y,)U 

:-.,. ~ .:k ~.t. J E. p·: JJ_-er ·c!·,nt th0y sh,)uld sto.y long enough to r eoover some of' their 
:'L:-.c. s ·•n~1. }",.:• 0}k' r r,y RO thut when they leuve fc.,r Pu.lostine or elsewhere they 
F".r.<1. i :; .. ~, +; : envu r•. s b0~;gursl 11 .de wus optimistic ubont re}.ihtous cor1ditions. 

·:.'tEJ \f1 c ~,.; si t-uation a.man~ Jews in Gei·mn.n ca.rnps is f'ull of dr u.mu, tr Ut;edy 
~;'.d ~ ·\-:0 G,.1ri1-) extent, somet,hing of hopefulness, Yount; people ospeci'.l.lly ure 
ve ry g:0,1·1 m~rterin.l... The older peoi,lo rtre too dispj_r:.i.tccl to r0cover, but the 
y 0-...1 :1 e, t-= ~~·p:i o have vigor und n good den.l or tho cri+;ionJ. n.ttitudo which it is 
er,r,o, r·,.~J:1r:; J.:o seo,.. 

I:. ,rr 1. cL'l{~ to Herbert Goldstein I str0saed p tlI'tic.uln.~ly what I thought were 
t 1~.e ru~:::. -: 1)~.tit.1.es i::1 .F~nncel) '.i'he situutio.1 i.n ti-e:rmuny ~-A n. trt.nsitO!":f 0ne .. 
b·;.t L~ . ~::'-:~1.:.:.00 the~e -ts u tho.ro1J f:~J.;,r s.:..bstnntiul Jev1~ !:h c-onu11t-:.n1ty ... - G/3 of. the 

... . , . ., .. J- "' . .... ,.. •· •1,,·'- · - ··ar ,,r-"\ J t·1, '-h ., •• , 't ,~ ld I-' 1-, .qJ.J ;.. '\ L.,1. por. ~,..1.. t. .1,l.OAii;i J, 1; 1... •.Jv 9~'1S ure s ]. ··- \,.8 1'.'0 0,'1:~-, W11J . .,.e :i. w ..... u. 
h,n;(: C'.! ( 171 u:--. i":'-:si1.,ri.z_ttenr1t ::" FJ I1L. r.~r_·~. b.Jfe;:-e tho wur .~ toctn.y it is -:e ·•_o/:,:.vo.'.y a. 
s·,~t.s ~'.li i·.-,·j_.,_J, c0n"J1r::·L~ t.y, 1:fr.en you (•.on~:.Ltor '"h:i..~ far.c tt,_,lt 1-:-; is more u:- lec;s 
1:~:• :r~r." r.,)'· t. ,. T ,vo·-1.1.d. r;x_r t!1ut :-i i·~~~ ·t.o 2(~/4 ro go~.n,:i; to stay thure b000.use t,hoy 
ri.:,.; .~J.-~. :- 17 hup~:·u: reg'l:'"d.ir1g i:;!10 !'-..i·ture .. thuy th:..nk that if' DoGn.ullo or o.ny 
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liberal group vrill remnin in power the chances for the Jevrs ru-e fuir. It is 
a. comm,;nity which can thrive in an utmosphore of relic.;ious freedom. Vie c'l.n 1t 
bu too curtuin of that in tho ~ustern portion of 1'uropco Buco.use of this 
considorution und been.use they ore wostorn Jevrn nd uore ('..ccoss ible 6eogr·:-iph­
icn.lly to us s I thinl: l4'rench Jovrry des0rvos ~m invostmont on the pc.rt or 
Alner ic,tn Jewry, espcciully in ~-eg,..rd to reli r_;ious r ohn ~ili tntion. They ore 
fo.ir ly WJll dis ciplinod r oli r;iously. They neecl our holp. There is o. woeful 
dourth of books, Jewish ro~ious books po.rticulo.r ly, ttrou{;hout Fr a.nee• I 
visi t0cl children I a homua, o.tc O o.nd the various Jowish ~oups t~ru cor.ipoting to 
help the children o.nct thoro ts a good dE:tl.l of oonfusior,., but tho JDC provides 
the basic supports for o.11 groups• '.l:hey i:1ust h :.1.ve pr i~yer bouks 1.1.nd bi u l oa 
and reli 1;ious text 1..Jool:s. The baroness of the shelves is vrooful. l 'hc 
teucher s c.re prept1.1'ed to 6i vo instruction but h~Lve no tools vri th which to 
vtork,., t>yno.r;o6-ues too ho.vo beer. bereft of their books und I think the 
Synur;oL,ue Council should inclic at the omphusis to provide r o li ;~ious books for 
Fr ench Jevrryo The oyno.co6u0 Council mip;ht nscerta.in who is colloctinp; thum 
o.nd how ths thing is be1.ng ho.ndlud u.nd whuth0r it is D. -w0ll intc r;r o.ted effort. 
My impression wus that the job is not being uono very well. French Jewry as 
o. unit do servos the investment of our utt.ontion n.nd what ovor aid we c?.n gi vo • 

I hud a session with the le '.lders of the 11 Consistoiro" in ~·r·1.nce. Those 
people hnve changed n. 0ood deul. Their lcy hend is n very fine porson, Mr• 
Leon Hu.is, He is a. fir st class m,\n, espeoi~liy with regard to his utti tude 
towqrds other kinds of Jews~ Ho is friendly tow(~d Zionism. 

Thay vrgod r10 to bring b o.ck this r.ioss t.1.f•;e to tho Syrn goguo Council of Americu, 
which I dEJscribed to them n.s it should bo doscribed, f.lnd they thought thut the 
Synugo~o Council should stimulate tunong /unor ica11 Jewry this a0nsu of 
religious r e sponsibility tovrb.rds reli gious life in Fr a nco .... tho.t American 
8ynuc::or,uc s should n.tlopt, us it were, 1:>yno.sof:,"U.es in vcriouo communitie s in 
Frunce as wnrds to tho extent of provicting then vri th reli 1;ious materiu.l and 
pos~1b}y o. man.sure of financial support. I h~1ve n momor· ndum which they guve 
me which specifies wha t it is thitt they need• The mL..in idou. is th ·.tt thl:y 
would like us to secure th~t ~ind of sponsorship cspoctn.lly in the communities 
outside of New York where every community co.n huvo 1.t sonse of identity us u 
community rosponsible for some r0hn.bilit ·1.tiono If til00,000 could be r'l.ised 
it vrou] d nccornpl:i.sh o. lot of good• I place it before you for your consiller u .. 
tion, Rubbi Kuplo.n urged upon me the importunco of holpin i:; thorn estublish 
some kind of a youth activity. They are desirous of eJ"lUlc tini; the kind of 
wm.·k being dono her o with r8f0?1ence to youth. They ho.ven' t known th·1.t o.t n.11 
in France" It is a. reul problom becnuse the Jewifih youth in Fro.nee is be ing 
bid for by tho Cornmunista on the one hand c..nd tho Christi c~n church on the 
othur O So betweon B~ptism unll Communism t •. subst 1.mtiul portion of tho y£iuth 
is in dungor • Our uid is requi'red to help tho Syno.gog.iu forcos • 

i huve mo.de o. beginning towur rl tho.t p::i.r tioul ur ph tse of it by leaving 
Rabbi Kuplan 500,000 fr uncso 

'l.'hese (~re the muin points O I feel it was n pri vile t;e to hu.ve been helpful 
to the Jevrish community of Fra.i:-cc. I hud an opportunity to cont nct evory type 
of Jewish orbnnizution,, I mucle the point thoro thr\ t tho unly over .. o.11 
orgu.n1 zo.tion in the Amoric::m Jewish scone in which Jovrish r oli r.;ious life is 
rep~ .. esented a s such is the i\.moricun Jewish Conference vrhich h:.l.s the lro-ge 
religious bodies, lo.y und r ~Lbbinicn.l. Thnt w, s tho riost tolling point with 
thom" I think the Oonferonoo should mo.ko mote of this point. 

I o.lso spoke to sono of the Christian leo.ders with refor cnco to tho problem 
of the children and, for the record, they are quito corruct us ulw~ys und scy 
-~c-ertuinly you sho.11 hfJ.VO them." Genoro.lly I would SfJ.Y tht·.t rr1ost of tho 
Gr:iJ.dren who hod been in Christian institutions nre by n w out of' them. 
Among ind1v1duul Christian homos the situation found is thio ~- th~t o.n 
attachment h£~s deveJ.opod, and the fostur parents s ay "why should you go Ro.ck 
to tho Jovrish community .... are~. 1t you much better off romuinin ; vrith us? The 
mo.,;crity of tho children ho.ve been to.ken out of foster hurnos n.nd church -
i!:s ,.it~·.t.'Lo:,1s o.nd are being reared now in Jewish institutionoo 

Freuch Jewry I think is there to stn.y an, uro tryj_ng ht.rel to r ohnl>ilitnto 
themseJ ves und if thero is u.ny encouro.gement wo cu.n f;ive thum it woulll bo 
a. worth while in:voatment o 

11 

In reply to disc'..1.ssJ.on on the n.bove statement, Rc.bbi Golds tu in continued: 
"Most of the objoc·~ions are vn.lido The Syno.i;o~-uo Council could havu t o.ken 
precedence :.f' it had been quick enough" Vie ure confronted vrith this com.iition 
u.nd I u.ctrnJ.t. th<it to go out for booklf. is no novelty" The 1''ronch Jewish 
sit~~tion is unique untl most O.fpropri~te to ~,.u- typo or activity~ If the 
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ConFiis+.o:ry cou.ld speak to you now they would say to you "We want to interest 
corr,:r:•J.·.lt.'.OS to adcl't para.llol conum.m1tios in Fruncoo" Thnt is vrhv.t they want 
mor 0 ·: : 1£.:. . ~uyrb.ir.g olso. Ou.'t cf th ut will flow u lot oi' things. Tho ideu. is 
to c:.tt.'.;.::-r1 n son::;'3 0f· rosponsib11:.-t,y trJ .PJT1.cr1f!un comm, .. nities. Wo cun find 
s on:c :i..1tc~·esl.:-..c.g fUt ul:!. oLisTPGi, ':',,its shou.tc-. bo Cl'~" p~ · cod"i.t .... o~ \Irita t~ 
M::·· . Mu::.s 0 :..· ·':.•..) i",h.o PDbb1. -;-i-h,~ o 'tl~ 1t; 1 ~:·,vc' b~c.'t·.cht tholr mess ngo to you BC' 
tho/ k.,.1ow I r.ave nc..r:-"t" 100 T .. -:: -:•,L ·, "?:. vnsl:us J U0 u .•.e ,.,0:1ecrn0d with this problem 
o.1id thor e rt:~ 0 tnG f' oJ.1.o·,v:;.ng f:1. t 11 .. ~.c .. -'; :1. ens of which tihuy should bu nw~ro. Are 
they r e ,rnivi:-,.g uid f:rcm t!10 J:.iCJ u'·.d.., in tho light of n.11 t hoy a.re getting, 
how d(> t.r,0y -thirk we cn.n uarry '>Ut thoir request:, Thon w0 reckon with the 
situ(\tiLr1. ox1 2-ting u:nd l.euvo =~pon th0 possibility of doing something uniquely 
us t.hf1 ~.iy !1ttg::..r::.e C\):1nc,il 3 If we J-0.n go ~,ut fand s o.y to tho · J ews of Amor ico. 
11we lu.7o b~en asb2 d by -the contrul r e ligious body in fl'r anco to do the 
f JlJ. 1::',vi!1g' ; .:1,::,b~Hiy cun 0bjoct to t!·w.t. I suggost thnt this be our procodure -
t •) e :t:1r ~. r .l l-;.J C'i.Jr.1m1J n.Lc~tion with them by cublo if' possible e.nd to ur;,prise the 
JDCi o.:.1d ~n i.'•Jr7-hrlght with them Ll.::-.d I think s Jmothini; m[ y como which will 
hul~ the pe•:)ple over there ond re~..;und to tho crodi t of the Synngoguo Council• 
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THE NEXT MEETING 

of the 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF MiERICA 

will take place on 

Wednnsday evening., February i3th 

at 8:15 P.M. 

at the Spanish & Portuguese Synag~~ue 
70th Street & Central Park West 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AtIEHICA 
DECEMBER 12TH, 1946 -- Kr THE ~PANISH & PO~UGUESE SYNAGOGUE, NEW YORK CITY 

Present: Rabbinical Council of America: Rabbi David deSola Pool, 
Uni~n of Orthodox Jewid~ Congre~at~ons: Mr, Isaac Rdsengarten, 
Rabbinical Assembly of Ameri~: Rabbis Max D. Davidson and 
Joseph Zeitlin. 
United Synagogue of America: Rttbbi Jacob Radin und Messrs. 
Samual Rathstein, Sol Mutterperl and Marvin Berger. 
Central Conference or American Rabbis: Rabbis Moses J. s. Abels, 
Bernard Bamberger, Bernard Heller, Theodore Lewis, Ahron Opher, 
Marius Ranson and Uilliwn F. Rosenblum. 
Union of American Hebrew Congregatiens: Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath. 

Excuses and Regrets: RCA; Rabbi Herbert s. Goldstein aRd Israel Tabak: 
UOJCA; Mr. Benjamin Koenigsberg: RA.\; Rabbi Robert Gordie: 
USA; Rabbi Benjamin Englander .: COAR Rabbi !lax Maccoby;& Max Reichler: 
UAf!C; Rabbi Iaaao Landman. 

- - - - - -- - - - -
Rabbi Davidson moved that a resolution of sympathy be extended to kabbi 
Herbert s. Goldstein on the passing of his mother. Motinn wus adopted and 
the acting chairman wo.s instructed to ccnvey the o~ndolences of the Synagogue 
Council to Rabbi Goldstein. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. Letter from Mr. Abre.hnm Citron with regard to the treatment tJr the rise 
of Christianity and the crucifixion in the text books used in public schools. 
(Exhibit A). 

Mr. Rothstein m~ved that the President be empowered to set up the 
necessary committee to study this material and prepare a statement. 
THE MOTION nMi Ci\RRIED. 

2. Letter from Chaplain Jerome Rosen with regard te the welfare of Jewish 
prisoners. {Exhibit B). 

It was pointed out that this matter came before the bynagogue Council on 
previcus oocasion and that a good deal of material was gathered by the Council 
and that the Council requested a number of chaplains throughout the country to 
submit reports on the welfare of Jewish prisoners. Tho.t mo.teria.l ia available 
but no aeti~n has been taken becnuse of the lack of i'unda ~nd alsg because or 
the questivn or the scepe and function or the Synagogue Council. 

Ro.bbl Elsendrath moved that tho Preaid9nt npp~int a committee with power 
to take t~e neoeaao.ry action. 
THE MOTION WJ\S CJJUtIED • 
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3. Rabbi Pool presented the request or the Bureau of Vlur Records of the 
National Jewish Welfare Beard that the 8ynagogue Council designate one ~o.bbath 
in January as Uar Record Sabbo.th o.nd ask the Habbis to cooperute in securing 
from their Congregations und uffiliat~s materio.l of Jewish participation in 
the war effort • 

It was moved that the officers be empowered to designate one so.bbnth in 
January for this purpose and request the Rabbis of the country to cooperate. 

Rabbi Eiaendrath suggested tho.t as far ns the .luy constituencies are con­
cerned, the request be chnnneled through their hendqu urters. It was agreed 
that, in addition to :a general letter to the Rabbis of the country, the con­
stituencies will be asked to follow up the request to thoir Congregations in 
order that the record be as complete n.s possible o 

REPORTS: 

l. Committee on 8yna.gogue Att_~ndnnce n.nd Subbuth Obs(irvnnco: 
Tho fino.l version of the statement on Synugogue Attendance 

wqs distributed to .;;the de.legn.tes present nnd it was ut;re ed thut, 
to sending it to the Rabbis of the country, it v1ill also bo made 
our constituencies for distribution to their membership. 

II 
and the Sabbath 
in addition "' 
availa.ble to 

2 • In aoccirdunce with the docision at our lti.st meeting, Rnbbi W1illirun F • 
Rosenblum was appointed hating Chairman of the Committee on Pence and, together 
with Rnbbie Pool and Gordis, prepo.red a statement on tho control of ntmmio 
energy (Exhibit C) which was approved by the Executive Connnittee and sent to 
the Seoretnry or Stute nnd roleused to the press. 

Rabbi Rosenblum represented the Synagogue Council at a. meeting or the 
Federation of Atomic Scientists in ~fashington in which the three religious 
bodies were a.sked to participate, and reported on that conference. (Exhibit D). 
The scientists asked for the cooperation of the religious bodies to enlighten 
tho community on the potentialities of the discovery of utonio energy, pointing 
out tha.t the release of this ~orce has made a spiritual conscience in inter­
national rola.tions vita.lly urgent. 

Under the aegis of the scientists and other oooperuting ugenoies, an 
office has been set up in Washington for the purpose of organizing a cmnpa.ign 
to bring this message to the Americnn public. Rabbi ~osonblwn asked that we 
cooperate in this endeavor. A motion to this effect wus mude. 
THE MOTION 'VIJJ-; CARHIED. 

3. Christmas Observance in the Public Schools: 
Ra.bbi Ophor reported that the sugg0sted draft of the statement on 

Christmo.s Observunoe in Public Schools was not ncoeptnble to the Rabbinical 
Assembly and therofore could not be issued. Rubbi Hosenblum pointed out that 
in the absence of a stutement by the Synngogue Council, the defense agencies 
may be moved to issue such a statement and that, in fact, the NCRAC hus already 
cvntempluted doing so. 

Mra Rosongurten moved that a letter be sent to the NCHAC requesting that 
no public statement bo issued on the subject of Christmns observance on the 
public schools without consultation with the Synagogue Council. 

Mr. Rothstein amended this motion u.s follows: · thr.~t we inf'orm the NCRAC 
that no such statement be issued without the approval of the ~ynagogue Council, 
AMENDMENT 1\.ND MOTION YIEkE CARRIED. Ro.bbi Opher wus instructed to so ndvise 
the NCHAC. 

NOTE: Mr. Rothstein oo.lled o.ttention to the fact that the suggested statement 
on Christmus observnnoe was circulated among the delegates four times over a 
period of close ton yeo.r and wo.s surprised th~t not until the fourth draft 
wo.s ciroulo.ted wus the Synagogue Council ndvised that it wus not 10ceptable to 
one of the oonstituenoies. He urged that nll delego.tes reud all suggested 
dro.fts of statements sent to them o.nd immediately indicute their acoeptnnoe 
or rejection or whutever comments they wish to muke so that no time and effort 
be wusted o.s was the oa.ae with the Christmas etnt ement. It wns suggested that 
this udmonition be incorporated in the minutes. 



4. Interfnith Cooperation on Labor and Mnnngement Relat~~.!.: 
Rabbi Opher reported th!\t the Synagogue C~.1ncil vtus asked by the Nutiona.l 

Catholic Welfare Conference and the i'edero.l Coui:icil of Churches to join with 
them in submitting a recommendation to the Labor-Mana~;ement Conference. The 
recommendation wo.s incorporuted in a statement issued by Bishop Alter of the 
ND.tiona.l Catholic Welfure Conference and by n telegrar11 signed jointly by 
Dr. Jomes Myers of the Federal Council of Churches and rtnbbi Opher. (Exhibit E). 

Mr. Rothstein inquired why the Cutholics did not sign the telegram and 
Rabbi Opher explained tho.t the renson they sutmi tted their ovm statement al•• 
though it was the result of joint thinking vms th tit they were suddenly culled 
to send o. representative to o.ppear before the Public Hearing of the Lo.bar 
Management Conference. They did make reference to tho f uct however, tha.t 
the Protestunts and Jews had joined with them in making these recommendations. 
He further explained that, before signing the telegrw.1, he checked with the 
officers of the Synagogue Council und the members or tho Soeial Justice 
Commissions o.a to whether those recommendati one were neceptu.blo to them. 

Rabbi Opher wu.s asked to o.ppeur befure the Li\.bor-Manngement Conference 
Publio Hearing together with a represent ative of the Federnl Counci~ of Churches 
and there he presented the recommendations embodied in the telegrnm.. 

Mr. Berger asked why the recommendation w~s not b~oug~t to the Synagogue 
Council before it wus mnde to the Labor Ma.nhgeI!lent Conferenco. Rabbi Opper 
explained that any statement issued by the &yna~ogue Council us such 
must necessurily go through the procedure of notion on the part of the delegates 
us a v1hole but in oases whore we are asked to join with the other religious 
bodies he felt that therein we have an excellont opportunity for interfatth 
cooperation and that we ought to place as few stumbling blocks as possible in 
the way of such oooperD.tion. In nny event, Rabbi Opher's notion was u.pproved 
by the officers ~nd by those of our constituenoies who are uetively engaged 
in this work. 

It was moved that Rabbi Opher's action be approved. 
MOT ION Vfl'Jj CJJffi IED. 

5. Suggested Joint Conference with the Federal Council of Churches and the 
No.tionul Cutholio V/elfure Conference on the question of Industrio.l Rela.tions: 

Rabbi Opher reported on negotiations to o~ll together• conference of 
repreaentutives of the three religious faiths who ore a.ctively engnged in the 
question of labor from the religious point of view (Exhibit F), und asked for 
authorizo.tion that we participnte in this oonferenoe. A motion wus made to 
cooperate with the Catholic nnd Protestant bodies in this conf'erenoe. 
THE MOTION Vll~ C.ARRIED. 

6. Commi.ttee on Scope: 
Ri1.bbi Eisendr o.th reported that the Committee on be ope had sever o.l meetings 

nnd thut in genernl the Committee ugreed thut our prewont constitution permits 
the Syna.gogue Council to serve a.s n functioning body in those n.reas agreed 
upon by all the constituencies. He therefore felt thht tho Union's 
memorandum applied to new mnjor projects. 

Rabbi Bamberger suggested thnt the Committee be requesten to submit a 
written report. 

Dr. Pool moved that the report of the Committee on Scope be mailed to 
the delogutes prior to the next meeting and that it be placed ut the heud of 
the agenda for the next meeting. 
THE MOTION VIAS C!JlliIED. 

7. Trensurerts Report: 
Balo.nee on hund October 3rd 
Receipts from Oct. 3 to Deo. 12th 

Total disbursements from Oct. 3 to Dec. 12 
Bnlunoe on December 12th 

$ 3,533033 
1.,791.00 

i 6,324-:]3 
l 1399c.59 

i 3,924.74 

a. The report of the Legislative Committee wus submitted ud ordered 
incorporated in the minutes. (Exhibit G). 



9. Oornmittee on Religious Education in Public Schools: 
Rabbi Oph~r reported for !{a.bbi Minda. (Exhibit 1f). It was felt by some 

members of the Committee that o. joint conference be called of representatives 
of the Synagogue Council and tho NCHAC prior to the presentation of the 
question of released time before the Supreme Ocurt. 

A motion wns made thnt the officers of the Synagogue Council explore the 
possib::.lities of collabor·ttion with the NCRAC in presenting the Jewish point 
of view on this subject when it is considered by the 8uprome Court. 

Tho motion was amended to read that our Officers be instructed to explore 
the propriety of our entering into the legal phnse of this subject. TH~ 
MOTION Wl~ C11'RIED. 

10. 9~~~~ttee on A~istance to French -!ewry in Religious !tehabilitation: 
Mr. Kro.m,ar 'i s report vms presented !:y Rabbi Opher. It was stated that the 

Council has communicated with French Jewry requestini~ information asto the size 
of their communities and their religious needs. (Exhibit I). This Committee 
will proceed with the crunpo.ign us soon n.s tho desired i!?,f'orma.tion has been 
received from the French community. 

11. Rabbi Goldstein's report on our cooperi~tion with the War Deportment was 
presented by Rabbi Opher. In response to the request of the War Department 
(Exhibit J) for luy religious adviser to the European Theatre, wo requested our 
lay constituencies to nume candidates und submit these no.mes to the War 
Department v Mr. Rothstein and Rabbi Eisendruth reporte~ that their candidates 
found it impossible to accept the offer. -It is not known who finally was 
chosen by the War Department. 

12~ Cognizance was '6:aken C'lf the celebration cf the 70th anniversary of the 
•.: · ,._. r _HebJ';'eW Union.Pcl-1-e,~e · a.nd1q :.letter. of felicitation Wtl.S sent by the 

President. (Exhibit K). 

13. The President sent the greetings of the season t~ the Christio.n community 
thr ·~ugh Archbishop Mooney, Archbishop Spellman, Bishop Oxnam and 
Dr. Clinchy. (Exhibit L). 

The meeting was adjourned at 11 Po M. 



E)JI!BIT A: 
Letter from Mr ~ Abrahrun Citron or the American Council on Education: 

11 I would like the opinion or the Synagogue Council on the enclosed quotations 
concerning the rise or Christio.nity and the crucifixion of Jesus. 

These quotations ure taken from r epresentative texts used in the public 
schools throughout the country~ 11 texts o.re represented, 8 or which are on 
the high school level. 

As n member of the stuff or this council, one of my main responsibilities 
is to submit one section or the total report which will muke reconnn.endations 
for the treatment of tho Jewish people and the Jewish religion in t eaching 
muterial. The nim of this report, to be published by the kn.erican Council 
on Education, is the improvement or relations on the basis of democratic 
ideals, among all the groups mo.king up our population. Kindly let me know 
what action, if e.ny, the Council will to.lee 0

11 

EXHIBIT B: 
Letter from Rnbbi Jerome Rosen or Leavenworth, Kansas: 

"I regret that u multitude of work prevented me from acknowledging much sooner 
your letter of October 30 und of thanking you for slll'le. You see, I run not 
us .f'Qrtunntely, or shall I say unfortunately, situated, us most smnll town 
rabbis• '!'his is both a prison nnd military town a.nd in addition to my regular 
congregational work, I take cure of th0 religious a.nd welfure interests of 
the men at Foderul Prison, the Disciplinary Barracks, the Knnsa.s Stute 
Prison, the Veteran's hospital and the fort. With this expln.nution you will 
excuse, I hope, this much overdue ncknowledgement. 

The subject mutter of '1I'f'/ correspondence with Sol .F'reehof is known to you, 
for he forwnnbd my letter to you. I run deeply concerned ubout the welfare of 
the Jewish inmutes in the various Federul prisons nnd I · run purtioulorly in­
terested in seeing that these inmates ure enabled to observe the rligh Holy 
Do.ys in the proper manner, namely, thut in addition to religious services on 
those dnys, they be also served special me a.ls. The Department of Ju-1rtiee 
makes no provision for this with the result that tho men ur0 thus denied the 
holidny cheer und to some extent the holiday spirit. I thought that if a 
recognized religious body would bring this to the attention of the proper 
authorities in \lo.shington, explaining the Jetish requirements, etc., they 
would readily accede to the request of making the necessury a:rrungements for 
the proper observance or u.ll mnin Jewish holidays. 

I do not think it is necessary for me to advise you how to go about it but 
you might, if you will, write to R~bbi iiermnn or Gerstenfield of Wnshington, 
D. c., to secure for you a.ll the fncts perto.ining to the subject and then 
not in a mo.nner you deem best. I know you are very busy with muny other 
things but I really believe thc.t this is of sufficient importnnoe to mrit 
your attention. Pleu.se let me know your reaction." 

ENHIBIT C: 
Synagogue Council statement on control of utomio energy: 

11The ~yno.gogue Counoil of Amrioa records its belief that the pence of this 
nation and or the whole world depends lo.rgely on the vray in which we use the 
discovery of atomic energy thut hus so fortuitously nnd so singulnrly becoma 
our military possession. 

11 \/e rejoice to know thn.t not only leaders of religion but nlso stutesmen 
and generals und those very scientists whose reseo.rch made the ntomio bomb 
possible, ur .. i te in the conviction tha.t the ul timu.te preservntion of pea.ca lies 
not in the victory won on the buttletields nor in our future military 
supremo.oy but in ageless spiritunl ideals. 

"This emphnsis on the moral strength of man ruther tho.n on his physical 
might has been one of the greut truths which Isruel has ulwuys enunciated 
from the dnys of the nncient prophets -- 'not by might nor by power but by 
My spirit, saith the Lord.' From Bible dnys the Jew hns stressed the horror 
and needlessness of wo.r between men nnd nutions und hue empho.sized the need 
and feasibility of peace between nations and for cul mnnkind. The Jew be­
lieves that if the Psalmist's injunction to seek pence a.nd pursue it were mode 
pa.rt or every internntionnl charter, it would go fnr town.rd the outlawing of 
those cruel and selfish nmbitions which set power uguinst power, nnd inevitnbly 
divide the enrth into spheres of intlucmoe 1'tl ioh a.re only too eo.ai ly turned 
into o.reno.a or o.rmed oontliote 



''The Synagogue Council reo.ffirms its fuith i~ the genius of the United 
Ne.tions ucting in concert o.nd in mutuo.l confide11.oe to insure o. just nnd 
durable peo.ceo ItVCJ.s runong those to ho.il the o.ohievements of the Sun 
Fnuncisoo Conference, o.nd to express the hope tho.t there would be little delay 
in sotting up the machinery to speed our cor.unon endenvors, to enhr.nco the 
economic security of o.11 people r to safe guc.rd the libertie1r of cLll people, 
nnd to pro:note religious und spiri-tunl principle5 OVtiryv,here so tho.t £mother 
wnr might become unthinka.ble. 

"Severnl months hnve now ela.pscd since the atomic bor.i.b hurtled through the 
uir nnd brought devu.stution to Jupo.nese cities• In this tine we ho.ve hud 
occusion for solemn reflection on the implicn.tions of this terrible new energy 
which ha.s como into our hands~ Properly harnessed und directed, this :.Itomic 
energy cun be n boon to munkindo Wn.n-tonly employed, it m.u.y rnenn the end of 
civilizutiono The Synagor,ue Council therefore calls upon the Arr.erican people 
a.nd upon our governMent for un o.ct of unwonted o.l truism 1..:.nd of great moral 
couro.ge~ It is our belief' thut our countryr which hus in its keeping the very 
future of huno.nity, cun best serve our own interests nnd the welfu.re of the 
world by tr o.nsf'err ing our atom c knovlledge to a properly constituted inter­
nutionul control cor.unission under the o.egis of the General assembly and the 
becurity Council of tho United Nations, whose goul sho~ld be the speedy 
achievement of v. world f'oder tition of nu.tions 0 

"'l'hese agencies are o.lrendy chu.'!'"Ged with u.uthority to control threats to 
the peo.ce of the world. i..tomic power us on instrument of wur should be out~ 
lawed ,, nd these internutionu.l agencies should be entrusted with the tusk of 
keepinf; the uncontrolled • nd individual use of this energy from ul 1 nations, 
smo.11 nnd gre ut u.like" 

"The Synagor;ue Council believes that our eru of' mutuul suspicion und com­
petition in intern,1tional nff'uirs cun a.nd must give ,my to un epoch of mutuo.l 
trust o.nd cooper ution~ The surrender or uur knowledi;e or ut omio energy to 
the United Nntions will in our opinion constitute Amorico.f s uct of fuith in 
such o. new nge. und help bring n.bout the one world and the just und duro.ble 
peu.ce Vlhich we ho.ve helped to purchase with so mo.ny i~ericn.n lives • 11 

EXHIBIT D: 
Rubbi Rosenblum's report on the meeting of the 1''ederr.ltion of .1\.tomic 

Scientists: 
"November 16, 1945, Mnyflovrer rlotel~ Hnshington, D. Co; I a.ttended this 

conference us representntive of the ~ynngogue Council nnd us a.cting cha.irmo.n 
of its CoI!lr.littee on Peuce, 

"Those present were men o.nd women of the vur ious centers thut had worked 
on the utomic bomb, BUch us the Los Alrunoa group froa Culifornio., the Onk 
Ridge group from Tennessee a.nd reprosento.tives of the Munhtltto.h project; o.lso 
representatives of the Catholic und Protesto.nt church groups, educo.tiona.l 
bodies and tho likeo 

"The conclusions of the Conference were very simple. 'l:hey were: 
1~ Tho.t the utomio knowledge must not be kept seoret. 
2,.. 'l'hu.t it should be plo.oed under internutionul control. 
3, Thut ~ussin should be invited to join with the United Stntee, 

Brito.in o.nd Co.nH.do. in fu1·ther conferences ro~urding such control.., 
"Hhut v,ns impres:sive about the conference wus not th:.i.t unything new wo.s 

su.idr but thnt those who spoke, young scientists in their 30's, insisted tha.t 
we needed tho holp o.nd guidance of the religious und spirituo.l forcos in 
hurnessinb the new knowledge they uncovered in their luborutories in the 
proper wo..y~ 

11 It was necessu.ry for me to leo.ve shortly before the conference concluded 
o.nd I took occus ion to so.y n few vrorda on behalf of tho Synu.gogue Council und 
ended with the sentiment thut it wns henrtening to find 'science corning to 
religion 1 been.use we men of religion hud alw-oys gone to science. I wus in­
formed luter thn.t my fevt remarks were accepted with ~reo.t onthusio.sm by those 
in nttenda.nce a.t the conference~ 

11 I ho.ve written to the Federntion of Atomic ~cj.entists for the copy of the 
formo.l stu.tement which wus issued o.t the end or th~ conference und which I 
wo.s o.mong the first to sign on behnlf of the Syno.r,og~e Councilo It is my 
hope thut the Federution will undert~ke nn extensive csnpo.ign of educa.tion on 
the whole rnntter of utomio energy o.nd thut we of the Syn~go(;Ue Council will 
find some wny to help in the finances thiR involves." 



EXHIBIT E= 
Telegram to Labor ... Manqgement Conference: 

"Mr" Frank Graham, Lnbor Management Conference, Washington, D~ c.: Desire 
to urge tho.t conciliation service be extended and its representatives become 
residents of loca.lltiea rather tho.n sent in for spacial cases and thnt for 
each local office SP. advisory boo.rd be o.ppointed with representatives of civic 
and religious groups who could advise and ussist in conciliation of cases of 
potential conflict in early sto.g~s long before develop o.s strikes. Also u~ge 
th~t in case of strikes a citizens fact finding board be uppointed by the 
president of the U~ite~ States to determine all pertinent facts including 
wages, profits and prices o.nd mnke them known to the public~ 
Rabbi Ahron Opher, Assistant to the President Dr. Jwnes Myers, i:>'Jcretnry 
&yno.gogue Council of America Cor.im.on Industrio.l Kelations 

t1 ederul Council of Uhurches 11 

Ro.bbi Opher"s t~stimony before the ~eno.te Committee on the Full 
Employment Bill on September 1st: 

"Ll~st June the Centr o.l Conference of Amer ico.n Ho.bbis ndopted the resolution 
of its commission on Justice and Pence, endorsing the full-employment bill~ 
Similo.r views were voiced by the officers of the ~yno.gogue Council of America, 
which, o.s you mo.y know, is the over-~all religious body of the American Jewish 
community, representing o.11 rabbinical and congregutionu.l bodie~. In urging 
the passo .. ge of this biihl, though speo.king o.a an individuo.l citizen, I sho.re 
the sentiments of o.n overwhelming number of religious spokesmen in tho three 
mo.jor fniths of the country. 

11The church o.nd synu.gogue mo.keno claim to EmC1pertneas in economics, although 
within their membership ure mo.ny highly tro.ined economists. The religious 
leadership, however, does assert thut since overy unit in the stutisticnl 
table descripti.ve of unemployment is o. human being, vre ure vitally concerned 
with the s elution of this socio.l evil. vie think of vrork and jobs u.s o. fu.ctor 
in the sense of purpose of the individunl humo.n life; we think of work in 
terms of the mo.inteno.nce of social institutions and tho freo flow of humu.n 
relo.tions. vfe think of the byproducts of unemployment, idleness, u.nd the 
destruction of the individual cho.ro.cter. 

"We believe unemployment is everlo.stingly wrong c.nd unjust• It is o. 
cho.llenge to the public conscience of the country. It is n throat to morality 
and cho.ro.cter~ It creates despair and resentment runong the old, postpones 
mo.rringe o.nd frunily life runong the youngi- breeds delinquency o.nd crime, en­
cou.ro.ges nntisocinl o.tti tudes, o.nd fosters racio.l und religious prejudice. It 
undermines the confidence of our people in our institutions und the democracy 
for which vie fought und bled. So.tun finds work for idle hunds to do. i<oligion 
ha.s n reo.l stuke in this problem nnd is vitally concerned with its solution. 
Religion recognizes, in the terms of the ancient ro.bbis, that 'Hhere there 
is no breu.d there is no luw, 1 thut without economic security the whole moral 
structure of society is threatened, 

"I urge the po.sso.ge of the f'ull-er.iployr.ient bill beou.use it culls for coop~ 
ero.tion between governi~ent nnd privute enterprise in the solution of tho 
problems of mo.ss unemployment, the centrul domestic problen fncing the No.tion 
now and for n long time to come~ 

"The bill acknowledges tho right of ol l A!r~er ionns to jobs; the responsi­
bility or the President und the Congress to evolve programs und policies for 
the no.inteno.nce or continuo.l employment in cooperation with private enterprise, 
and it provides, through ~he proposed national production and employmen·t 
budget, o. po.ttern for th& gr.gi:ng1 o.nd deo.ling with econimic reverses. Ii' 
pur3ued enrnestly; this men.sure will serve ns o.n important step in tho long 
rond townrd industrial democro.cy~ 

11V-do.y was as r.uch the accomplishment ot the assenbly line as of the 
battle llne. The remarkable production record or luner icnn industry wns a 
tribute to the roeourcefulness of mnno.gement nnd to the loynlty nnd effioienoy 
of lnbor~ 

"r.t wns the faith or the .Amerioo.n people, both on the battle front o.nd on 
the home front, that this wns o. struggle for the preservation of democracy; 
it wo.s our faith in human worth nnd dignity- wld.ch produced the o.lmost 
miraculous turn or the tide or the wo.r and frustrnted the Nnzi po.gm, oone?lra.cy 
o.go.inst the ooro.l foundation of our oivilfzution, 



l 

"We think or economic inflation in terms ot intlnted values and worthless 
ourrenoy. Moral inflation would be a high-sou-nding term without meo.ning or 
implementa.tion.· It was this type or mor&.l inflation that produced the 
period of debunking and cynicism between the last vtnr nnd this war, which wna 
the basis of the Nazi claim of the decadence of democrncy. The repented use 
of high-sounding vrords o.nd slogans which o.re n necessu.ry concomitant or war, 
when they o.re not tro.nsluted into notion is bound to bring a.bout a.gnin the 
swne kind of disillusionment und brenk-down of the norul system which we 
witnessed in the 1920' s o.nd early 1930: e. During the wur we heard a. great 
deo.l r1.bout the I four freedoms,• o.nd the claim on tho po.rt of our stutesmen 
o.nd lea.dera in every walk or life tha.t this wns not just nnother wur, it wo.a 
a wo.r ns between pnga.nism and religion. That will have to be trnnsla.ted into 
notion if we a.re not to break faith with the Americnn people. The 'freedom 
from wnnt' wns hniled ns one of the oenttrnl pillars in the structure of 
society for ,rhich we were striving. 

"During the war the Americo.n people demonstro.ted their nbility to mobilize 
the no.ti on I s humnn o.nd mater io.l resources in the strugc;la to preserve the 
demoorntio way of life. But this way of life cannot be proserved unless our 
eoonomio structure is healthy nnd flourishing, securing not only life nnd 
liberty but nlso the menns for life and equal opportunity for o.11. 

"This is possible only if the productive- oo.pnoity or the na.tion is used to 
the fullest extent, providing full nnd oontinunl employment for all. 

"This bill truces the first step in th~t direction. It instills confidence 
in every workingmun by declaring tho.t the Gove~nment recognizes his right to 
employment~ It enublos Congress to plnn progrnms or public works to supple­
ment the capacity of private enterprise for employment. It affords bu~inees 
ns well a.e government the pattern for long-range policies for economic ex­
po.nsion inn demoorntio fashion. 

"It provides the bo.sis on which all of us, working tor;ether, oo.n build a 
just o.nd decent social order.a" 

EXHIBIT Fs 
·Ho.bbi Opher's memornndum to Father McGowan and Dr. Boyd on the question 
of a suggested joint conference on industrial relations: 

"Confirming my telephone oonverso.tion with Dr. Boyd, I am herewith setting 
down who.t the three of us hnve agreed on with reference to the suggested 
conference on Lnbor and Economic Justice, sponsored by our three bodies. 

"I. DATE: The conference should be held around the middle or 1'1ebrua.ry, 
preferably on Mondny o.nd Tuesdny, Februury 11th & 12th or 18th & 19th. (The 
12th being Lincoln's birthdo.y, it might be n euitnble drlte.) 

"II, LENG'l'H OF CONFERENCE: Possibly l½ or 2 days would serve our purpose. 
It it is Mondny and Tuesdo.y, we may begin with n luncheon session on Monday 
and o~ry through Tuesday. 

"III. PLACE: l!,ither in N. Y. er in Ylushington, with the preference indicated 
for New York~ 

"IV. NATURE C.F CONFllt.t!!NCE: It is to be n closed confer enee, only tor in­
vited representutives, with u view to urriving at findings, whioh findings 
however mo.y not be published until they o.re approvea by the three bodies 
offioinllyo 

"V. bIZE OF CONFEkENCE: 30 or 36 representntives of euch group a.re to be 
invited, each of the three groups inviting their own reprosentntives but 
oomp,aring notes with one nnother na to tho content ot the letter of invitation. 

'VI. ~iHO YfILL BE INVITED: 'rhos o invited will be men o.nd women engnied in 
the religious end of industrial relntiona, not only clerics but laymen o.s 
well. The Commissions on Industrial Relations or the three bodies will ot 
course be the foremost purtioipo.nts but others may be invited who hnve taken 
nn ootive pnrt in the work of the Commiseions of the three bodies. In 
nddition to thnt some 1experta 1 mny be invited for special sessions for which 
their ndvice mny be helptul. 

11 VII. HtOGkAM: It is understood that the conference is to denl with the 
tundnmentol issues in industrinl relntiona with n view to nrriving at a bnaio 
ato.tement on which the three religious bodies om o.gree. the following 
points might serve na au~jeota for the different eessions: 

11 1. The moro.l luw o.s applied t·o induatrinl relations. 'l:hia session might 
consist ot three short t~lka representing the views of the three religioue 
bodiea on the fundamental issue or the concern of the relicioua bodies with 
economic justice. 
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"2. Minimum w&ge and full employment. Two sessions might be devoted to 
these two points presenting methods or achieving theRe desirable goals -
annual minimum wage und i'ull employment for all. It ~ight be helpful to 
invite experts to present their views in these 'bvo se~sions. 

11 3
0 Emergency measures eonfronting us today. This night be an evening 

session with experts presenting views on suok matters as prioes and rents, 
housing, v1ages and hours, law, social security, etc. und suggestions for 
improvement of our socio.l logislatio~. 

11 4 (I tmploye1' s assoc iatio~s und Labor U nior;.s. This session might be devoted to the whole oreo. of unionization, farmers o~gu.nizo.tions, employers associa •• 
tions und their responsibility inn democracy. This would include such 
matters as tho demooro.oy in lu.bor und employersot'gunizo.tions and th(;;) ir re­
sponsibility to the conum1nity. The question of publishing records might be 
disoussed o.t this sessio~.• 

11 6. A briof oonoludi~g session might so.y thu.t the same pri:Jciples which 
o.re deemed e-asentio.l o~ the nu.tiono.l level ore uteo o.pplico.ble on a world 
wide level. 

"s. In order to complete the agenda o.nd to discuss the detuils of setting 
the mo.chinery in motion for eulling n conference, Futher Conway or Father 
Higgins will meet with Dr. Boyd und myself in New York." 

EXHIBIT G: 
Report of the Legislo.tive Committee: 

1 o Bur 1 al of Veter a, ... s in Government Cemeteries, eto. - An inquiry was 
received from kabbi Moj~is Goldstein of Sa~ Fra.~cisco, California, under date 
or August 30th, 1945, ~lliPg our attentio~ to this matter, with particular reference to the effee~ on eo~e,ecratod Jewisa eemeteries. As a result of my 
communication with Cor.g1essman Sol Bloom, I received oopies or six bills which Trare introduced in Cong~ess, (5 in the Hause of kepresentati~es, and one in 
the Senate) relating to this subject, from wsich it appears thut it is sought to inorease the o.m.ount of the present burial allowunoe from ~50.00 to various 
sums up to l•260.00. Tk~ partieular bill wbiot,. wns referred to by Hubbi 
Morris Goldstein, Bill H.R. 2Y5l, auth~rizes the Administro.tor of Veterane 
Af'fairs to pay not exe~ding U60~00 for the eost cf cemetery spa.oe for

11
tho 

burio.l of vetero.ns o Several other bills ~eter to "Burial Allowances, and 
"Burial Benefits", whiob nro bPon.der in scope than the apeoU'ic Bill above referred to. 

Reoontly, one of 'flt1 nssocintos was in Uashington nnd o.guin communicated 
with Congressman Sol Bloom's cffice, o.nd us o. result I received tho following int ormu.t ion under do.te ~.r N ~vomber 17th, l 94'5: 

"With referenoe t~ you!' ,ecent telephone call to my ofi'ioe oonoorning 
Bills H.R.276l, 1939 1 34f3, und s.706, onpios of whioh I om enclosing 
herewith, please "" advised thti.t the C(Jnunittee on World Wo.r V8 ternna' 
Legislation of the House, informs me thut Billa rl.R. 2751, 1939 und 
3473 ore o.11 pendir.g before their Committee, und they do not contemplate 
o.ny o.ction on these bills in the immodio.te future. 

'!'he Sona.ta CoJ!Ulli tteo on Fino.noes informs mo thnt S • 706 is ~so 
pending befor·e their Committeo and they likewise do not axpeot any 
notion to be to.ken on this Legislution in the very neo.r future• 11 

Incidentally, H.,Jt. 1939 aeoks to raise the nllownnce to ~200; rl.R. 3473 up to 
~260; ond s. 706 up to ~160 for bu1inl all~wnnoes and benefits. 

At tho meeting of the Synngogu.e Council, it wo.s also suggested that I 
eommunioo.te vrith the JewiEh Welfnre Boru-d ragurding this mo.tter, nnd 
nocordingly I discussed the pPcblem with Mr. Louis Krnft, its Executive 
Director, as o. result ~!. whieh I received u comm1.0iention from the Jewish 
Welfare Board, n copy c-,1. whioh I ntto.oh, the eontents of so.me being self• 
explo.nntory. 

2. Solemn!.10.t~on ~t MUPriar;es in the State ot New York: The IJepartment ot Heo.l.th of the State ~t New York, Divisio~ o£ Vtto.l Stutiatios, is ago.in concerned with obto.ining n ~~ep~r amendment to the Donostio ~elo.tions Lnw 
specifying by whom a mo.r·rio.ge must be solemnized -to be vu.lid. tn the endeo.vor to obtain a reo.sonnble amendment which is o.pp\i.eo.ble to o.ll ot the fo.iths, I 
received from Dr. J • V. DePort•, Dlroctor or the Division ot Vitol i)to.t1atic1, the enclosed communioution o.nd o. copy or the ,ropoaed amendment to the 
Domestic Relo.tiona Lo.w o.nd to ~he Religious C~pora.tions Lnw which will be otrerod to the New York State Legislature o.t l¢s ~ext eosaion which oonvenea 
in Je.nJary, 1946 
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3o Universal Military Training_ - Provisions for ~o..bbEi.th e.nd Kesher Fo0d 
Observance: Several Bimls have been introduced in Congress in connection 
with the proposal for universal military training or the youth or this 
country, the training to last for a period of one yet~, commencing nt the age 
of 18 yeo.rs or within four yen.rs thereafter, with certain modifications for 
exemptions and inductions at lo.tar peri~ds, but not ui'ter the boy ho.a attained 
the age of 26~yenrs. 

Upon your request I have exomined tho various Bills pending and recon:nend 
the following amendments thereto be introduced o.t the request ~r the Synagogue 
Council of Americu, to wit: 

H .. R. 515 (Mr. May) • S. 188 (Sano.tor Gurney) 
Add Section 2(o.): 11Tho.t during suid training period, trainees 
who observe the seventh do.y of the week us their ~o.bbnth, of 
whatever religious faith, nnd those who observe other recognized 
religious holy dnys on which it is customary to refrain from 
seculur work nnd ptu- suits, shcill be ,;,1xcused from training and 
other incidental duties onSaturdnys (which shall include the 
period commencing Frido.y sundovm to f:lat-..1.rdny s\mdown), ond on 
such otr.er recognized religiutls holy dnys., tpon request of 
the trainee, and '!!pon certification t.1.nd O.R'.rc,-vo.l by uny 
cho.plti.in utto.ched to or having jur:i.sdiction of the po.rtio·a.lo.r 
co.mp or other t~aining pluoe wherein such tra.inee is then 
stationed. 11 

Add Section 2 (b): "Provisions nnd facilities shol l a.ls~ be 
mo.de for o.ny tro.inee who observes o. special food diet becuuse 
of his religious faith, upon request of such tr~inee, certified 
o.nd approved by o.ny cha.plain o.tt4ched to or having jurisdiction 
of the purticulo.r camp or other training plnoe Wherein such 
trainee is then stationed. 11 

The above mentioned omendments sholl also be proposed for Bill &.1473 
(Senator Knowland), respectively to be numbered o.s Section 6 (j) o.nd 5 (k) 
in said Billo 

4~ Released Time in Public Schools for Religious Educ(1.tion: This subject 
continues to agitate the country, o.nd has reu~hed courts on a. number of 
occasions upon complaint tho.t such regulo:t&ons in schools ure in conflict with 
the traditional policy of Separation of Church and State, and ure contrary 
to the Bill of Rights of tho Cpnstitution of the United Stutes. 

Invariably the Courts have upheld the rights of the school bonrd to 
prescribe regulations for outside religious training by the release of pupils 
from school to attend religious education classes, outside of the school 
building. 

A recent decision was handed down in Chico.go by o. Superior Court, up­
holding the constitutionality of the Chico.go Board of ~ducution•s practice 
in this respec·t. The Court held: 

"This order of the School Boo.rd' s providing the hour !' or 
outside religious training is in direct conformity with 
rather than in opposition to the Constitutional Bill of 
Rights~ It does not a.id in establishing a church nor 
does it exclude the free exercies of nll religion." 
The School Boo.rd had adopted this practice in 1929, and only those 

children who have written requests from their purents o.re released. 

EXHIBIT Hi 

RespE;1ctfully submitted, 
Willi run \leiss, Chairman 
Committee on Legislation~ 

Letter to Rabbi Minda from Rnbbi Opher re: religious education and the 
public schools: 11 As you suggested, I have discussed with Isuio.h Minkoff of 
the NCltAG our projected conference on religious educt,tion und the public 
schools, scheduled for the middle of' Jo.nuury,. It "is our feeling thnt it 
might be o.dvisnble to have this conference cnlled under the joint sponsorship 
of the Synagogue Council and the NCHAC. 

11To SUDU'illlrize thut oonference o.s we understand it, we v.ill co.11 together 
1~ representatives of Jewish religious bodies; 2o representatives of Jewish 
defense agencies; 3e representatives of Jewish educo.tionul agencies; and 4. 
lea.ding non-Jewish educators and those active in good will mover.tents (to be 
invited perhaps for o. special session in order to ascerto.in the generol non­
Jewish deposition on the subject.,)· 
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11 As I understo.nd it, the object or this conference would be not only to 
explore the field further, but nlso to try to urrive at something of o. policy 
for the Jevrish conlI!lUnity of Amerioo. md work out the implementation of this 
policyo 

11 !sniuh .feels, and I share this feeling, that u. preliminary joint meeting 
might be culled of the t:>ynugogue Council Committee u.nct of the NC.kAC Committee 
on this work some time within the next two or three weeks. At this pre­
liminnry meeting we muy plo.n the o.6endo. of the large conferenco and work out 
the method of convening it." 

EXHIBIT I~ 
Hnbbi Kramer's letter to Mr. Leon Mais of the Consistoire des Israelite 

Frnncuis: 11 0n October 8, 1946, Rabbi rlerbert S, Goldstein, prosident of the 
Syno.gogue Council or Ameriou, uddressod n lotter to you in behalf of the 
Synagogue Council. In thnt letter he informed you of the progrum npproved by 
the Council for niding Frenoh-Jowish communities. 

aHe asked you to be good enough to send us n list of French-Jewish communi­
ties, indico.ting the o.pp- oximute size of the Jewish populi~tion, the number and 
type of synagogues, and the speoinl religious needs of each3 He ulso requested 
tho.t you be good enough to inform him ns to whnt use hns boen mude of the 
Joint Distribution Committee's o.lloco.tion of ~100,000 to the Consistoire for 
religious reho.bilitu.tioni and whnt urens or religious life ore still left 
uno.ssisted:, 

"To this dute we hnve us yet not received n.ny communica.tion from you 
giving us the inf ormo.tion we seek in order thnt we muy ptt into operation the 
pla.n of o.sking American communities to adopt po.rullel French oommunities, ond 
thereby help them in their religious rehubilitation 0 

"I huve been a.ppointed cho.irmo.n of the oommittee or the 8ynugogue Council 
or~erioo. und I nm very a.nxious to begin orgunizing the vrork. My committee 
is u.nxiously nwo.iting word from you with the required informution so tha.t we 
co.n get sturted o I trust thu.t we sho.ll heur from you very soon~ 11 

EJcJIIBIT J: 
Letter from Wnr Department to Dr. Isro.el Goldstein a.eking ror lo.y religious 

advisor for European Thentre: "In oomplio.noe with your requost durin~ tele­
phone conversation with Lt. Colonel Cu.raw of this division on 26 September 
1945, the following information is furnishede 

"The Cornmo.nding G-enar o.l of the U. S. Group Control Council, Berlin~, 
Germa.ny, hns requested tpe Civil Af'fnirs Division to secure o. speciulist in 
the field or Jewish religious n.ffnirs. He indicuted th~t n lo.yma.n with one 
of the following buokgrounds, in nddition to some knowledge or the German 
lo.nguo.ge or history plus residence or trnvel in thnt oountry, wue most desirable. 

"n. executive, finnncio.l or personnel experience in regiono.l 
on nntiono.l Jewish religious organizo.tion 

be truining in Jewish theology, plus executive, udminiatro.­
tive or personnel experience 

0. gruduute trnining or reseL~ch experienoe in such fields 
ns Jewish history und philosophy~ 

"The speoiul work for which the services of this civilio.n ura desired 
oonsists or (o.) responsibility for the governmentul supervision of' the prooes1 
of reconstruction of Jewish religious life in G ermu.ny, pl~o.lleling similar 
work of Cutholio und Evo.ngelico.l religious ~ffairs, specialists o.lready pro­
ou:-ed~ (b) supervision of' the process of recovering t~nd the disposition of the 
value or syno.gogue property belonging to oongregutions whioh are not recon-
s.ti t-..1ted3 

"This oommunioution furhter recommended thut your good of'fioea be 
solicited in order thut n qun.lified per son might be procured• 'the Theo.ter, 
however, did recommend for oonsidero.tion Prof. Simon Ho.lkin or the Jewish 
Institute of rteligiont New York City, as o. possible oo.ndidate. 

"Ir, o.s you indioo.ted in your telephone conversation vrith Colonel Co.raw, 
1 t wo.s not possible to secure an o.dequutely quqlii'ied la.yr.inn for this 
position and you desire to reoomr.iend o. ro.bbi, the Wur Department will be only" 
too glud to £orword this recommendution to the Theut~r tor their concurrence. 
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EXHIBIT Ks 
Letter to Heb·. ew Union College: "On the occo.s ion or th,, 70th Anniversary 

of the HebrewUni 0n Coll8ge I desire, on behalf of the Synug0gue Council of 
Amer ico., to convey to you.> to the Board or Governo .... s a.nd the distinguished 
fa.cul ty, ulumni and student body of Hebrew union ~oJ' leGe, our cordial greetings. 

"The college may well look back to its foundinr, fu.thcrs for continued 
inspira.tion nnd loyo.lty. Throughout the years the ~o ~lege h~s become one or 
the gre(~t centers of' learning und spiritual b-Uida.nto to Americ.n Jewry. 

"Ma.y God grant you mo.ny yen.rs of fruitful service to the l~mericun 
oommuni ty • 11 

EXHIBIT L: 
Greetings of the sea.son to the Ohr istinn oommuni ty: "At this s c.cred 

seu.son or the Christiu.n co.lenda.r I desire, on behulf of the Synti.gogue Counci'l 
of J\merica., to convey to you o.nd throagh you to the Christi an community our 
oordia.t greetings coupled with our sense of' fellowship und solidarity with 
a.11 God-fearing men. 

a.ha the message of humo.n brotherhood, drawn from the prophets of Israel 
nnd reiterated by Christian teachers, is the buais of our democratic way of 
life, und us the world now fuces the o.rduous tnsks of' reconstruction und 
rehubilito.tion, there is n greuter need than ever before for the mornl in­
fluence in the aots and utternnces of our etutesmen und the lenders of the 
United Nntions. In exerting this influence vre ure doeply ~ro.tified tho.t 
Jews und Christians in this country ho.ve worked hund in hund. 

11 It is our pro.yer tha.t, through your devotion to the spirit of' J:ev.oe on 
eurth u.nd hood will towurd men during this seuaon and in the months nnd yenrs 
to oome, munkind may be improved o.nd God 1s kingdom on eo.rth enhuneed. 

"Mo.y the new yeur bring healing and recovery to £41.flioted humnni ty 
everywhere, With kindest persono.l regnrds und esteem. 11 



Synagogue Council of Am_e:irica 
607 W. 161ST STREET, NEW YORK 32. N. Y. WADSWORTH 3-0275 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGREGATIONS 

UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OP' AMERICAN RABBIS 
RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA 
RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

HERBERT S. GOLDSTEIN, PRES. ISAAC LANDMAN, VICE-PRES. CHARLES P. KRAMER, HON. SEC. BENJAMIN KOENIGSBERG 
CORR. SEC. 

AHRON OPHER, ASST. TO THE PRES. ROBERT GORDIS, V1c11°PRES. MAX FINK, TRIIA■ . 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

December 14, 1946 

In order that the influence of the Central Conference be adequately 
felt in the Synagogue Council, it is important that all the delegates 
attend meetings and take an active part on the co:mr.1ittees to whioh 
they are appointed. 

I am sending you herewith a list of the delegates of the Central 
Conference with a reoord of their attendance and activity in the 
Synagogue Council. You may want to take appropriate steps to insure 
tull and adequate representation. 

AO:bf 

Delegate 
Bernard Bamberger 
Solomon Freehof 
B. Benedict Glazer 
Bernard Heller 
'I'heodore Lev,is 
H. S. Linfield 
Max l.faccoby 
Ahron Opher 
Marius .Kan.son 
Max Reichler 
William Rosenblum 

lexander Steinbach 
Henry Tavel 
Louis 1/lolsey 

Attendance Hecord 
Occttsionnl 
Never 
Never 
Occasional 
rlegula.r 
Never 
Occasional 
Regular 
Heb-ular 
Occasional. 
Kegula.r 
Occasional 
Never 
Nevt1r 

~incorely yours, 

dA.¥ 
Rabbi Ahron Opher 

P.S. The ~ynagogue Council constitution provides that each constituency 
select 14 deleGates. ~he Central Conference, by some stranGe interpreta­
tion or the constitution, appointed 15. In order not to exceed our con­
stitutional representation, perhaps you would like to remove me from the 
list. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Delegate, er the Synag~gue Counoil 

FROM: Rabbi Herbert s. Geldstein: 

January 31, 1946 

I deem it my duty to ■ end you herewith a oepy ot the latest oorreapondeno• 
I have had with Rabbi Maurice Eiaendrath, Director or the Union ~f American 
Hebrew Congregations. 

--- --- -- • - - - -
January 28, 1946 

Rabbi Herbert s. Goldstein, President 
Rabbi Ahron Opher, Assistant to the President 
Synagegue Council or America 
607 w. 161st Street 
New York 32, N. Y. 

Dear Friends: 

Although I had hoped that after our mnny disouasiona and conferences we had 
reached some very definite agreement regarding the scope or the Synagogue 
Council, it appear ■ from your letter of January 18, 1946, thnt these responsible 
for the present policies or the ~ynagogue Council o.re proceeding in complete 
inditferenoe to the polioies in which I thought we ho.d concurred. I am re. 
ferring to the suggestion tho.t "the Synagogue Council has been asked to oon• 
atitute n clearing house for congregational bulletins n.nd to serve ae an infor­
mation center on the religious scene of Amerioan Jewry." I should like to ask, 
in the first place, by whom has the Synagogue Ccuncil been asked to perform 
this partioulnr function; secondly, I should like to inquire as to just when 
euch a project was officially sanctioned by the representativaa or the 
Synagogue Council's constituents; and thirdly, I wish to rec~rd ~ objection 
to this particular program as ~eing beyond the eoope of the Synagogue Council 
and being another inate.noe of a seeming intention on the p~rt ftf the Synag~gue 
Council to assume tunction1 thnt have been for deondos p~et the reaponaibility 
Qf at least some of its constituents, responsibilities that to my knewledge 
have been very satisfo.aterily diacharged. 

In view or this continuous initiation sf new projects without proper 
QUtherizntion and with an appEl.rent indifference to the already existing functions 
or the members of the Synagogue Council, I do not see how we oan proceed to 
give our a1aent to the projected budget of the Synagogue Council, for it 1eem1 
quite obvious to me that what the Union o.nd the other oonatituenta are being 
asked to tinnnce ia an increasingly tunctional organization that is in many 
respects seeking to tackle work for which the Union itaolt 1a raising !'unde. 
However~ at all evente, your proposed budget will hnve to be aubmitted to our 
next meeting or the Executive Board, which will ta.lee place immediately prior to 
our Bienn1nl Counoil. 

Although I 1uppo1e that this letter will be interpreted aa another inetanoe 
of our alleged "obetruotigniem," in my judgment the project suggested 1n your 
letter of Jo.nua.ry 18 tully justitiee the Qbove reaction. 

MNE:SO 
Copies to: UAHC and CCAR reprenntatiTea to 

Synagogue Counoil •f America 

Your• moat 1inoerely, 

Maurioe N. Eisendrath 
Director 

-- -- - - -------• Rabbi Mnurioe N. Eiaendrath 
Union or American Hebrew Congregations 
34 West 6th Street 
Cinoinnati, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Eieendrath: 

J~nuary 31, 1946 

I wa.1 aurpr11od by your letter ot January 18th, I don't lcnn what to make 
t:tt it• I oa.nnot aee what poeaible harm GOuld come t.o Any ot our oon1titueno6e1 



if the Synagegue Counoil keepa a file or congregational bulletin• in the 
country. The praotioe, long established by the Federal Council of Churches, or 
collecting Protestant congregational bulletins, has mude it pcasible tor the 
Federal Council to advise prenchera in the setting up of ohurch bulletin,. Why 
should there net be a clearing house for Synagogue bulletins ef nll branches ,r 
Judaism? 

You conclude with a rather inflammatory atntement that you suppose your 
letter would be interpreted as another instance of "alleged obstructioni1m11 t>n 
your part. Since you sent your letter to your entire congregational and 
rabbinical delegation, I deem it my duty to menti~n some of the objections 
raised by you to the activities or the Synagcgue Council over the past 't7Ko years. 

1. You objected to the Synogogue Council holidny messages addressed t~ 
the general public, a practice which has been in effect for at least ten year,. 

2. You objected to direct contact by the Synagogue Council with the Rabbi• 
of the country, similE1.rly a l~ng established practice which, judging from the 
continuous requests for material, the Rabbis seem to want. 

3. You objected to the Synagogue Council response to requests for coopera­
tion by the u. s. Maritime Commissi~n and other gnvernment ~&encies. 

4. You objected to the effort to establish n w~rkable budget for the 
Synagogue Council o.nd t8 requests of the Rabbis to aid in the support or the 
Council, again a procedure which has been fellowed since the presidency of 
Dr. Pool, 

5. You objected to the Council's o.ccepto.nce of the invitntion by the NCRAC 
to be represented on that coordinating body. 

6. You objected to the compilation by the Synagogue Ccuncil of a list Jf 
Rabbis and congreg&tions in the c~untry. 

7. You objeoted tQ our cooperation with the JDC in the clothing and 
Sifre Toro.h co.mpaign for European Jewry. 

8. You ~bjected to the functions of the Committee on the Synagogue and 
Labor, thereby hamstringing its effectiveness. 

9. The Union delegate objooted to the Joint JWB-Synugogue Council 
Consultative Committee. 

lOo Ago.in this delegate of ttle Union objected to a cwnpaign on the part ot 
the Synagogue Council to stimulate Synagogue o.ttendanoo, us n result or whioh 
the lenflet prepo.red by Rabbi HoffmD.n 1s committee ho.d been delayed for a year. 
The need and value of this may be demonstrated by the fact that the leaflet has 
alrendy been distributed in more than 20,000 copies and requosts o.re coming in 
by tho thousands r~r this leu.flet. 

These o.re only some examples of the position taken by you o.nd some or the 
members or the Union delegntion in rego.rd to the activities or the Synagogue 
Counoil in tho last two yeo.rs. This continued resiatanoo to any eff~rt on 
the part or tho Synagogue Council t~ render service to the Jowiah community hae 
created a "pio~;yune" spirit in the Council, oertninly not conducive to coopera­
tive ondeavor. Instead of devoting ourselvo1 to tho to.ak or enhanoing the 
oause or religion in Amoricon Jewish lite, we have boon forced to devote time 
o.nd energy to these diaouaeions. 

II 1 In my letter to you of Deoember 21, 1944, I aaia Aren't we tight ng 
shadows in thi1 whole issue? It seema to me thnt our major concern should be 
to convince the irreligious in our midst ot the vo.lue o.nd neod of rel igioue 

11 
o.f'filio.tion nnd to atrongthen the institution or religion in American Israel, 
oven if somotimos we may seem to overlap. I firmly bolieve that all our con-~ 
stitue~cies o.nd Jewish religion in general would be enhanced it the Synagogue 
Council were permitted to ,;ow unobatructed aa the united religiou1 voice ot 
American Jewry. In tho aw manner I believo the Proteatant denomination■ have 
gained in proetige and etren&th, indiYidually and Bellootively, by aupporting 
o.nd strengthening the Federal Council et Churohee. 
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I want to now say that I shall offer~ resignation as President of the 
Synagogue Council for two reasons: 

l. I do not want to remain as President if all th~t the Synagogue Council 
is permitted to represent is just a paper orgunizaticn. 

2. I have long debated with myself, as have other Orthodox Rabbis and 
laymen, whether the Orthodox group should remain in the ' ~yna&ogue Council. 

Ir the Synagogue Council is obstructed in every effort to give expression 
to the united religious voice or American Jewry and~~ mak~ its influence felt 
in every Jewish oommunal endeavor; if it is not permitted to render effective 
religious service to all branches of Jewry, particularly for the laboring 
olaases, and to work for the Synag~gue as a whole as over o.&uinst the seculariz­
ing forces or Jewry, I feel I have no right to remain us President. 

With kindest personal regards, I run 

Yours sinceroly, 

Rabbi Herbert s. G~ldstein 

- - - - - - - - -
Footnote by Rabbi Opher: 

For the past three years it hus been my signal honor to ehu.re in the ad­
ministration of the Synagogue Council. In all humility I accepted enthusiastic­
ally the offico to which the delegntes eloctod me beouuse I believe in the 
importance of the Synagogue Council as an effectivo united spokesman for the 
Jewish religious community in America. I feel, however, that my effort hue not 
been justified by the results. I am pa.rticularly fruatrntod by the continued 
resistance to Jevrish religious unity by my own Union. 

I therefore feel that my services to the Synagogue Council must also ia 
terminated, and I shall ask tho delegates to relieve me of my duties as 
Assistant to the President of the Synagogue Council ~f America. 
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Rabbi Ahron Upher 
607 ~ - 161st st . 
Hew York 32 , N. Y. 

i=y dear Ahron : 

I ha7e your letter o.'.:' February 1 and am ratcful for your i;.-ri tin > me at 
len~th. 

It seems to me that the situation ii th reference to the Syna ~oo;ue Co1 mcil 
has reached the point vm.ere a ?t-together o ~ reprcscntati ves O.L the various or-
,aniza.tions mi 0 ht e useful to the end that there mi::rht be a re-thinkin :r of the 

f 1 ctions and purposes of the Council. Since tho early or ~anization of the co,mcil, 
there has 1-ecn a cont:\nuin,., tu~ of v:ar between a. number of conflictin • views a.s to 
i;rhat the 1)urpose and methods of the Council mi 'jlt be . I used to be a del e ;:,ate to 
the Co11 cil 2nd I _:ot off lar • ely because , in rrry viez; then , the Co1.1ncil has been 
hanstrung f r om the v 0.r:y beginninf!, and totally ine _'fective. ,J.oreover, fil'J il1p essio, 
fro1 these early days (it may ha.vG changt.-d since t hen ) Yras that the Reform ~roup 
was paying f or it l ar 0 ely and others vrere the ones mo uere attempting to rt n it 

and use it . 

I t seems to me that the time has come i'or a re-thinking of the whole 
subject and i.f th Co,mcil is to continue , have it become a functionine; organiza­
tion, but vri th a clear nderstandinb of mat its s .here of activity is and ·.rtiat 
it 1nie;ht or mi .. ht not be expected to do. 

If the ·~0'111cil is to become an e.:'fective organ of the Syna 0ogue and if 
it be the judgment of all concerned that it ou ht to have more autonomy of action 
and init;ation, then perhaps as· all federated 1ro ~ps , the constituent ~roups may 
have to surrender some of their traditional prero~ativcs . 

But as it is at present constituted, it has neither a clear cut aim nor 
t : e f reed 1m o.f action to carry throu~h. J...oreover, it seems to me that our del egates 
to the Council ( and the same may hold t uo for t he del er;ates of the other or1aniza­
tions) haven--- clear cut instr cti on fro 1 their parent or~anizations as to ihat they 
may or may not consent to. l ron Goldstein's l 0ttC'r it appears that there vvere simll ar 
"searchings of heart" on the part of the other ro1 ps in th Council. o one seems 
to be happy; hence the kind of a confe ence that I suggest seems to be al together in 
order. 

..i l,h v:arm personal greetings , I am, 

Sincerel y yours , 

AJF: 



UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
MERCHANTS BUILDING • CINCINNATI 

1117 

Dr. Herbert S. Goldstein, President 
Synagogue Council of America 
607 West 161st Street 
New York 32, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Goldstein: 

February 5, 1946 

I was very happy that I was able to reach you by telephone 
on Friday prior to my departure from New York, as it is always 
preferable to discuss such matters as have been raised by my recent 
letter personally rather than by correspondence. I trust that the 
same seemingly conciliatory mood in which I found you will prevail 
until we will be able satisfactorily to resolve the d erences 
between the Union of American Hebrew Congregations an the Syna­
gogue Council of America. As I have indicated on eve possible 
occasion, it is my genuine desire to strengthen the S agogue 
Council, and I have indicated at every meet1ng.._of the ynagogue 
Council itself and of the Committee on Scope :at I w sh heartily 
to cooperate with the Synagogue Counci _______ for which, 
it is my conviction, the Synagogue C to being. 

I must confess, however, 
1946, distresses me greatl 
provocation whatsoever 
action which you and 
called upon to take. 
this precipitate and a 

In the second 
of January 3 _1__,,~~ 1 
ceivable f 
each ite 
data inv 

er of Jan ry 31, 
ce, I can see no 

ary 28, 1946, for the 
estrange reason, seem 
at you will reconsider 

o po nt out that your letter 
accuracies which have no con­
' therefore, to comment on 
to educe the incontrovertible 

reply 
would 
well. 

you have cularized my letter of January 28 and your 
the entire Synagogue Council membership, I 

ward this reply to the same mailing list as 

May I underscore the fact that my letter of January 28 
was not prompted by any objection to the mere suggestion that "the 
Synagogue Council keep a file of congregational bulletins." I did, 
however, object strenuously to an altogether new project being 
initiated without a.ny previous consultation whatsoever with the 
Synagogue Council's constituents, especially since less than a 
month ago our Committee on Scope and the Executive of the Synagogue 
Council had unanimously agreed that such consultation should pre­
cede the inauguration of any new projects. Nor was this new and 
unauthorized project quite as innocent as your letter would make 
it. It was not merely to provide "a clearing house for Synagogue 
bulletins," but according to the memorandum of January 18, 1~46, 
sent to all rabbis in the country, it was to serve likewise 'as an 
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information center on the religious scene of American Jewry." I 
am not at this moment committing myself as to the justification 
of such a.n undertaking on the part of the Synagogue Council. I 
am, however, underscoring the fact that this particular kind of 
service is being effectively rendered by at least two of the Syna­
gogue Council's constituents and that they were entitled to con­
sultation before the Synagogue Council endeavored to undertake 
services which they, for many years past, have been satisfactorily 
providing. 

Now with regard to the ten points which you have listed as 
instances of "objections" that I have raised over the past two 
years: 

1. You state that I objected to "the Synagogue Council 
holiday messages." The fact of the matter is that in my memo­
randum of June 6, 1945, I did not so much object to this activity 
as indicate that this might be an entering wedge into the field 
of publication which has been undertaken for many years by the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations. I therein stated that 
"the fact that the Synagogue Council has now undertaken to issue 
such press notices may be a very small matter, but it is indicative 
of a tendency which might be far-reaching." I gave this more as a 
warning than as an objection, although I do feel that heed might 
be taken of my query contained in a letter to Rabbi Opher of Oc­
tober 31, 1944, as to "whether any effort was made to coordinate 
this project with the long standing Union activity." 

2. You state that I objected to "direct contact by the 
Synagogue Council with the Rabbis of the country." This is only 
partially true. I indicated that the Synagogue Council consti­
tuency is comprised not of individuals, whe.ther they be rabbis or 
laymen, or of congregations, but exclusively of six national or­
~an1zations and that consequently the Synagogue Council should 
function through these national organizations rather than directly 
with congregations or individuals. It was generally conceded that 
in theory this is correct, and our Committee on Scope readily 
granted that wherever the national organization desires to be the 
instrument for carrying out the Synagogue Council's projects, it 
should be accorded this prerogative. I spontaneously acquiesced 
in the proposal that where the national organization did not wish 
or was not in a position so to do, the Synagogue Council might 
continue to make its direct contacts. However, in making this 
concession, I did not expect that it would be immediately seized 
upon as a means for communicating directly with the rabbis for 
the purpose of initiating a functional troject that involves con­
~egations to a greater extent than rab Is. That Is why I ob­
Jected to the suggestion in the communication of January 18: 
Bulletins may be edited by rabbis, but they are congregational • 
publications. It was to avoid just such a situation that I felt, 
and still do feel, that the synagogue should function through its 
national constituents. 

3. Your allegation that I "objected to the Synagogue 
Council's response to requests for cooperation by the u.s. Maritime 
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Commission and other government agencies" is a flagrant misstate­
ment of the fact. The only conceivable suggestion that I ever 
made in this matter was an innocuous request contained in a letter 
of October 31, 1944, to Rabbi Opher inquiring as to "whether the 
constituent organizations were ever consulted as to su~~estions 
(i.e. regarding names that they might wish to recomrnen that they 
might have to make." How such a question as this can be distorted 
into an objection to "cooperate with the U.S. Maritime Commission 
and other government agencies" is quite beyond my power to fathom. 
The fact of the matter is that again and again I have indicated 
that I do regard the Synagogue Council as the only legitimate££:_ 
ordinating body for precisely such purposes. Only I still believe 
that it should not do so without due consultation with its con­
stituen s. 

4. You maintain that I objected to "the effort to estab­
lish a workable budget for the Synagogue Council." The fact of 
the matter is that there has never been a "workable budget" sub­
mitted to the constituents for ratification, despite the fact that 
again and again others, as well as myself, have requested such a 
detailed budget as any organization with a realistic rogram is 
called upon to submit. We were asked to authorize a 100,000 
budget without any break-down concerning either cxpendi ures or 
the means of securing such a sum. To indicate just how far from 
being "a workable budget" this recommendation was, I wish to point 
to the fact that just the other day, prior to my reaching the 
meeting of the Budget Committee, those present, representing a 
ma·orit of the constituencies other than Reform, had pared the 

10 ,000 war ab e udge to a more rea is ic 0,000. I think 
it is unjust, in view of these facts, to accuse me or the Reform 
group of objecting to establish a "workable budget." 

5. With regard to your suggestion that I objected to "the 
Council's acceptance of the invitation by the NCRAC to be repre­
sented on that coordinating body," I confess that this also is 
partially true, but only partially so. We would have been happy 
to have the Synagogue Council represented on the NCRAC provided 
that either through the Synagogue Council, or separately, the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations would not lose its place 
on the NCRAC where we have every reason to believe the Union right­
fully belongs. Almost since its very inception, through the Board 
of Delegates on Civil and Religious Rights, the Union has func­
tioned in the civic-protective field. We submitted to the NCRAC 
an extensive memorandum indicating how far-reaching our program 
in this area has now become. This is not as yet true of the 
Synagogue Council, and consequently we felt that we would be de­
priving the NCRAC, as well as ourselves, of proper coordination 
were we not admitted in our own name into this coordinating coun­
cil. Consequently on December 18, 1944, upon authorization of our 
Executive Board, I wrote to you that "inasmuch as the Union is an 
organization that has almost since its very inception functioned 
directly in the particular area in which the NCRAC is serving as 
a coordinating agency, the Union should have direct representation 
in this coordinating agency. We, of course, indicated at that 
time that we would be the very first to urge the admission of all 
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other religious groups likewise functioning in this field, whether 
it be the other individual synagogue groups or the Synagogue Coun­
cil itself. Our feeling is that we should continue to have our 
direct representation on the NCRAC, both as an aid to ourselves in 
coordinating our own efforts in this field with that of the gener­
al Jewish community, as well as bringing more vitally to the NCRAC 
the benefit of our own experience in this enterprise." 

In this connection I might ask why exception is not taken 
to a far more reprehensible instance of "obstructionism" than the 
above. I refer to the actual prevention, on the part of one of · 
the Synagogue Council's constituents other than the Reform group, 
of the Synagogue Council's endeavor to secure a national radio 
broadcast, an instance of obstructionism which led to the Synagogue 
Council's being denied this privilege and to the securing of the 
time originally available to the Synagogue Council by one of the 
Synagogue Council's constituents in violation of a long standing 
agreement with the radio broadcasters to the effect that no single 
segment of religious Jewry was to broadcast in its own name and 
for its own ends. 

6. As for your allegation that I objected "to the compila­
tion by the Synagogue Council of a list of Rabbis and Congregations 
in the country," I have searched my files of correspondence and the 
minutes of all the Synagogue Council meetings that I have attended 
and nowhere do I find any suggestion of' any basis whatsoever for 
this allegation. 

7. The same applies to your statement that I "objected to 
our cooperation with the JDC in the clothing and Sifre Torah cam­
paign for European Jewry." This was merely another of those in­
stances where I indicated that this job was splendidly accomplished 
by channeling such activity through the national constituents. I 
pointed out at a number of meetings that this particular project 
was an excellent illustration of how I believed the Synagogue 
Council should work in the functional field. It could agree to 
undertake this task for the JDC and then call upon its national 
constituents, which have more direct contact with, and appeal to 
their respective congregations, to implement the project. This 
can hardly be called an objection without seriously distorting the 
facts. 

8. Regarding my alleged objection "to the functions of 
the Committee on the Synagogue and Labor," I protest that my wqrd 
of caution concerning the limitation of the scor,e of this Commit­
tee would tend to "hamstring its effectiveness. ' I readily ad­
mitted that there was a certain distinct field in which the Syna­
gogue Council might be most useful regarding the Syna~ogue and 
Labor, but at the same time I sounded a word of warning that it 
was not the Synagogue Council's prerogative to establish Labor 
synagogues, which seemed to be envisaged in the original purv~ew 
of this project. 

9, Concerning the allegation that "one Union delegate 
objected to the Joint JWB-Synagogua Council Ooneultat1ve Comm1~-
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tee," the very contrary happens to be the case insofar as our 
Union delegation's activity in this matter is concerned. Although 
one individual may have had certain reservations concerning this 
endeavor (must we all always concur?), I wish to point out that 
whenever this subject was discussed at Synagogue Council meetings, 
my only criticism was to the effect that our Synagogue Council-JWB 
Consultative Committee had not been active enou nor one far 

in this im ortan n. s 1 possi e a every 
wor o cri ic sm, even o e e ect that we are not pressing our 
projects vigorously enough is regarded as "obstructionism"? 

10. As for a single Union delegate's "objection to a cam­
paign on the part of the Synagogue Council to stimulate Synagogue 
attendance," once again I wish to say that our delefation as a 
whole heartily altroved this effort and indicated is ea~er. desire 
to cooperate in . In casting the blame for "a year 1s elay in 
implementing this project," you failed t ·o add tha.t it was unhappily 
delayed by the lamentable death ot Rabbi Hoffman and the inescap­
able need of several revisions in the statement itself. 

From the above, it can easily be discerned that there is 
very little actual fact to subs.tantiate your ten points alleging 
the Union's objections to the Synagogue Council's rece~t under­
takings. On the contrary,. although I did most earnestly present 
a memorandum calling for a revaluation of the Synagogue Council's 
scope and mode of function, I have eagerly cooterated in virtually 
every sin~le endeavor that has -b~en 1resented o the Synagogue 
Council t rou hout the two ears dur n which I have been rivi-

o serve as a r~prese on on • 

As a matter of fact, there have been instances where I 
have urged the Synagogue Council to take even more forthright 
action in those fields in which it has far more reason to act than 
in some of the regions where there is danger that it may trespass 
upon the functions of its constituents. For example, I urged very 
vigorous action on the part of the Synagogue Council in relation 
to representation at San Francisco. 

I believe that the Synagogue Council should take more 
courageous steps in bringing order into the chaotic field of na­
tional broadcasting. 

I feel that the Synagogue Council should strive to be the 
instrument to build a truly democratic and representative organi­
zation of Jewish life in America rather than relegating such 
efforts to secular organizations. 

There is much more that the Synagogue Council can and 
should do and, at the same time, take due cognizance of the reser­
vations voiced in my memorandum of June 6, 1945. 

It was to implement this expanded program of the s1nagogue 
Coupcil and to avoid future conflict that I recommended (1) suffi­
Qie~t advance notice to the headquarters of the various constitu­
ents oonoerning any new projects to be unde~taken ao that the 
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officers of the constituents, as well as their respective repre­
sentatives to the Synagogue Council, might confer beforehand and 
reach satisfactory conclusions; (2) the channeling of all func­
tional activities through the various constituents, except where 
and when constituents request the Synagogue Council to carry out 
the project directly with their respective memberships; (3) the 
indication, wherever feasible, that it is not the action, voice, 
program or resolution of a separate entity, namely, the Synagogue 
Council, to which expression is being given, but that the Syna­
gogue Council is acting on behalf of its constituents, which should 
be named wherever practical. By this I mean, of course, that there 
are certain areas in which the Union, or the Conference, for ex­
ample, has been acting in the past and would be prepared to act 
even more vigorously in the present, were it not for our recogni­
tion of the fact that united action is preferable. However, our 
silence or inactivity in these areas would be misunderstood and 
criticized unless over and over again the Synagogue Council empha­
sizes the fact that it is speaking or acting on behalf of its 
constituents. 

I think that this ought to apply to certain resolutions, 
representations to government bodies, cooperation with church 
groups, and even to radio broadcasting where I feel that the al­
location may well be under the aus ices of the S na o ue Council 
but should be made direc y n he cons ituen s. 

These concrete suggestions were ac~epted by the Committee 
on Scope and the Executive Committee. It was because I felt that 
this agreement had been ignored in letter and in spirit that I 
addressed my letter of January 28 to yourself and Rabbi Opher. I 
shall continue to voice similar objections whenever I feel that 
this indispensable basis of the Synagogue Council's modus operandj_ 
is transgressed, 

Trusting that we may yet resolve these differences, more 
apparent than real, in the truly religious spirit that should 
characterize us as rabbinic colleagues, I am, 

Yours most sincerely, 

MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 

Director 

MNE:SG 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: The Synagogue Council delegates February 8, 1946 

FROM: Rabbi Herbert s. Goldstein, President 

Ir Rabbi Eisendrath had not sent his letter of January 28th to the delegates 
not only c,f tho UAHC but a.ls,::, or the CCAR, over whom he ho.s no jurisdiction, I 
certainly would not have sent my o.nswer to all of you~ Now that Ro.bbi Eisendrath 
sent his reply a.gain to the delegates of the UAHC and the CCAA nnd he asks me to 
send it to the entire delegation, I run therefore sending it ulong with my re­
joinder and the reply which Ro.bbi Opher prepared concerning the disputed points. 

February 5, 1946 
Dear Dr. Goldstein: 

I was vory happy that I was o.ble to 
reach you by telephone on Fridny prior 
to my departure from New York, as it 
is always preferable t~ discuss such 
matters as ho.ve been ro.iaed by my reo­
ent letter personally ro.ther than by 
correspondonce. I trust that tho sane 
seemingly concilio.tory mood in which I 
found you will prevail until we will be 
able e~tisfo.ctorily to resolve the 
differenoes between the Union of Amer­
iccm Hebrew Cengregntions and the 
Synagogue Counoil of Amor ice.. /1.s I 
ho.ve indicated on evory possible 
ccoaaion, it is my genuine desire t• 
strengthen the Syno.g~gue Council, and 
I have indionted at every meeting ~f 
the Synagogue Council itself and or 
the Conunittae on Scope that I wish 
heartily to cooperate with the 
Synagogue Council in those areo.s tor 
,rhich, it is my conviction, tho 
Syne.goguo Counoil was called into 
being. 

I must oontoss, however, that your 
letter or Junuary 31, 1946, distresses 
mo groo.tly. In tho first plo.oo, I 
cnn see no provooo.tion whntsoever in 
ey letter of Jonuc..ry 28, 1946, for 
the notion which you and Rubbi Opher, 
for some stro.nge re~son, seom oallod 
upon to truce. I sincerely hopo that 
you will reconsider this procipit~te 
nnd unwnrro.nted conclusion. 

In tho sooond place, I wish to p~int 
out th~t your letter or Jnnuury 31 is 
filled with mall)' ino.ocuracies which 
have no oonoaivable foundation in 
fact. I wish, therefore, to oomnont 
on each item in your communio~tion nnd 
to oduoe the inoontrovortiblo data 
involved. 

It you h~Te circulo.rized my letter 
~t Jo.nunry 28 and your reply ot 
January 31 to the entire S7NLgogue 
Council mombership, I would like 7ou 

t(' forwnrd thie reply to the INM 
mailing list o.s well. 

Mo.y I undereooro the rnot thfl.t J!W' 
letter or January 28 wna not proDptod 
by o.ny objection to the mere euggo1-
t1on that "the t>yno.gogue Council keop 
a file or oongrogntiono.l bullotine." 
I did, however, object strenuously to 

Febru~ry 8, 1946 
Dear Rabbi Bieendrnth: 

You ure justifying y.,ur rtrona.ou1 &b.-. 
jeoti~n to our lotter to tho Rabbis of 
J~nuc.ry 18th on the Erounds that wo 
were not morely coMp3.linE; o. filo of 
congregut1.onnl bulletins, but were 
launching o. new project 11 wi th,ut o.ny 
Previous consult~tion whuts00ver with 
the Synugogue Council's constituencies, 
In point of fact, nll we did nsk or 

ti 

the Ro.bbis wue to place the Synngoguo 
Council on their mailing list for con­
gregationo.l bulletins. Yle snid "The 
Council ho.s beon L.sked to const 1 tute o. 
oloaring houso for oongrogationo.l 
bulletins und servo as o.n information 
canter on tho religious eoene or 
American Jewry." This is c.a. rnct and all 
thut we stntod w~s th~t there were sue~ 
requests • . • All thu.t wns involved wns a 
suggestien thut the Council ke~p n file 
of congregational bulletins. You might 
have rnieed o.n objection to this at tho 
next meeting. Instend you diepntched 
n letter torrnod by yourself "a bluet" 
replete with sweeping o.ccueatione and 
innuendos, ohf:'.rging nthoeo wh~ o.ro re ... 
eponsiblo for tho present policies of 
the Syno.gogue Council" with "continuous 
initiution of now projects ••• and ~n 
o.ppr~ont indifforenae to the alroo.dy 
existing functions of the members of 

ti the Synagogue Council nnd threo.tened 
to withhold your ussant to the budgot 
recommended by R~bbi Rosenblum and 
eent oopies or the letter to cTery 
delogo.to of tho UAHC o.nd CCAR, and 
still you "onn soe no provoontion what­
soever in (your) lotter of Jo.nuQJ"y 28 
tor tho o.ction whioh (Rabbi Opher and 
I) seemed cnllod upon to to.kc." 

Aguin I cuet any, we are fighting 
eho.dows. Inetoo.d of enhnnoing tho 
o~ueo of religion in Alnerioo.n Jewish 
life and strengthening the plnce or 
the Synngopie in the Azner1oo.n oommunity, 
we o.ro ongaged in fnctional di1pute1 
and wo.ete precious time nnd etrort in 
inane diacua1i0n1 auch cu1 thi1 corres,. 
pondenoe which ie, I belieTo, the tenth 
ot this type which h~e pnesed between 
ua in the pnst two yenra. At the I ll?'le 
time, the seoulnr forooe in our midst 
ru-o gQining in atrongth Gnd inf'luenco 
o.nd a.re enoronohing more md more upon 
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an altogether new project being initia­
ted without o.ny previoua consultation 
whatsoever with the Synagogue Councils 
constituents, especially einoe less 
than a month ~go our Committee on 
Scope and the Executive or the Syn~goguo 
Council had unanimously agreed thut 
such consultut1on should precede the 
inaugurution or any new project~. Nor 
wus thie new o.nd unauthorized project 
quite as innocent ns your letter would 
make it. It was not merely to provide 
"a clear1.ng house f'or Syrw.gogi.1e 
bulletins" but nccord1 ng to the memo­
randum or Jnnuury 18, 1946, sent to 
all rabbis in the country, it was to 
serve likewise 11 as an inf'ormntion 
center on tho religious scene or 
American Jewry. 11 I run not ut this 
momont committing myself' ns to the 
justiriot~tion or such nn undertu.king 
on tho purt of tho Syno.gogue Council. 
I run, howovor, undorscoring the ruct 
thu.t this purtioulur kind of aorvice 
is being effectively rendered by at 
least two of the Synugob,ie Council's 
constituents and thut they were en­
titled to oonsultntion boforo the 
Synugoguo Council ondeo.vored to under­
ta.lce services which they, for mu.ny 
yeurs pust, h~ve boen sntiefo.otorily 
providing. 

Now with regnrd to the ten points 
which you huve listed o.s ineto.noes 
or 11 objeotions" tho.t I have ro.isod 
over tho po.st two years: 

l. You stute thnt I objected to 
"the Syno.goguo Council holido.y 
meeso.ges. 11 The fuet or tho m.n.ttor is 
thut in my monoro.ndun of June 6, 1946, 
I did not ao much objeot to thie 
o.ctivity a.a indiouto tho.t this might 
be o.n entering wedge into the field 
of publioo.tion vmich hue bean undor­
tnken for muny years by the Union of 
Amerioun Hebrew Congregutione. I 
therein atuted tht.t "the i'o.ct tho.t 
the Synugogue Council ho.snow under­
taken to ieaue euoh press noticee mo.y 
be o. very emo.11 mo.tter, but it ie 
indioo.tive ot a tendency which might 
be f'ur-reo.ching. 11 I guve this more 
as o. wurning thM o.s an objection, 
o.lthough I do f'eol tho.theed eight be 
tnlcen ot m:, query conto.inod in o. 
letter to Ro.bbi Opher or October 31, 
1944, o.a to "whether o.ny ei'f ort wne 
mo.de to ooordino.te this project with 
the long stunding Union a.otivity." 

Reply 

th• fields which ho.ve alwnye been ot 
the Synagogue• The JDC ha.ndlea re .. 
ligious reho.bilitcltion ot European 
Jewry. The J'HB hEmdles che.plo.inoy o.nd 
Jewish eduoation. The Amerionn Jewish 
Committee handles roligious broadcusting 
o.nd apportions it to whomover it chooses. 
the 1'roericun Jewish Congress surveys 
Relensed Time. While the Syno.gogue 
Counoil del0Gatea desire its growth. 
An orgnnizntion do~s not grow strong 
by members who sny they desire its 
growth while blocking overy n.venuo or 
its pregress. The political bodies, 
tho ohuritublo institutions, the do­
fense agencios, h(wo leo.rned tho 
strength of united notion nnd their 
rodcratod und coordinuted bodies a.re 
functioning well, lending their 
stref\i;th to their oonstituonts. Even 
the NCkJ .. C, tho youngest or the ooordin­
u.ted bodies, h~s grown in power nnd 
prestigo and no one hus purod its 
budgot down to ij20,000. Are we, the 
roliGious leuders, poorer in insight, 
in spirit nnd in humility ns to refuse 
to yield o. measuro of fnotionol power 
8D thclt we m,iy o.tt~in greu.ter common 
strength? Ii' th,lt is tho ct1.so then the 
~ynngogue Council will never grow beyond 
n p~per orgunizution o.nd I oo.nnot permit 
D1¥self' to be t~ssooi~ted vri th this 
empty nume. 

8incerely yours, 
(Signed) Horbert s. Goldstein 

P.s. You sny thut ny letter of Junuu.ry 
31st is 11 filled with mo.ny ino.ccur­
ucies vrhich huve no conceivable 
f'oundu.tion in fo.ot. 11 I hnve usked 
Rubbi Opher to supply the documen­
to.ry sources. They ure us follows: 

l. In your menoro.ndun of June 6, 1946 
you stnted trith referenoe to this "It 
it is within the province or the 
Synngogue Council to publish such p-esa 
notices, it night ensily bo ooncoivnble 
thut the Syn~gogue Council may well 
enter !l lurgor urea..'' You express 
similur objection to this prnct1ce 1n 
your lettor of October 31, 1944, nd­
dressed to R~bbi Opher. The fo.ot 1e 
thnt nobody previously objected to the 
Syno.gogue Counail 1s publiontion ot 
either holido.y mesao.gee or special 
pro.yers or So.lo Bl\l"on' s booklet or 
Boxer's booklet on To.lmud1o Forgeries 
or Heller's booklets or Iara.el 
Goldstein's booklets, eto., o.ll ot 
whioh huvo been nooepted moat f'avornbly 
by the entire community, including 
our constituents. 
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----~-:--'1 0·1.1 state th u.-r; ·:r ob jeoted to 
"di r ect contact by the Synagogue 
Co·1ncil with the Rabbis of the country'! 
This is only pa.rt1 ally true. I in,,. 
dicuted thnt the ~ynngogue Council 
consti-tuency is comprised not or in ... 
di viduals, whether they be ro.bbis or 
laymen, or of congregations, but 
exclusively of s1.K national organizo.­
tiona and that consequently the 
Synagogue Counc1.l should function 
through these nr..tionnl orgunizntions 
r ather thun directly with congreght3.ons 
or individunls. It vrus genero.lly con­
ceded tht~t in theory this is correct, 
und our Committee on Scope reo.dily 
gr~~ted thut wherever the no.tiono.l 
orgm1izo.tion desires to be the in­
strument for ccu-rying out the 
byna. gocue Council's projects, it 
should be r..ccorded th1s p- erogo.tive, 
I spontuneously a.cqf1iesced in the pro­
p~so.l thht where the nu.tiono.l or go.niza.­
tion did not w1.sh or wus not in o. 
position so to do, the Syno.gogue 
Council might continue to muke its 
direct ccntucts. However, in mo.king 
this concession, I did not expect thut 
it would be immediutely seized upon ns 
u means for communico.ting directly with 
the rnbbis for the purpose of initiut-
1ng o. functionul project thnt involves 
congregations to n greuter extent tho.n 
rabbis. Thut j _s why I objected to the 
suggestion in the comnunico.tion of 
Junu nry 18: Bulletins mny be edited 
by rt\bbis, but they ure oongregn.tiono.l 
publico.tions. It was to a.void just 
such u. situation thnt I felt, und 
still do feel, that the Syno.gogue 
should function through its no.t1ono.l 
constituents. 

Reply 
2. You say that your objection to 

direct contact by the Synagogue Council 
with the Rabbis is only pnrtiully true, 
but notua.lly you stnted the so.me objec­
tion in your lattor of October 31st and 
you repe nt in this letter of' lebruury 5 
your objection to this practice, which 
the Syno.gogue Counctl hns pursued for 
mo.ny yeurs. You sthte thn.t the Comm­
ittee on Scope unct the Executive Comm­
ittee U?held your objoctiono We have 
no record in fuct of who.t wns und wh~t 
wns not ngreod by tho Committee ~n Scope 
becuuse tho Committee on Scope hus not 
yet presented tffiy written report to 
either the Executive CoP.'lmittee or the 
Council usu whole. although it ho.s been 
requested to do so. In your letter of 
Januury 28, 1946, you o.lso mnke r eference 
to concurrence by the Synagogue Council 
on the recomncndutions in your memorundum 
or June 6th, st (~ting "Those who t re re­
sponsible for the present policies of 
the Synugoguo Gounctl are proceeding in 
complete indifference to the policies 
on which I thought we hud concurred." 
There is no record of o.ny such con­
currence, 1..fter the pr esentn tion of' 
your memorundum of' June 6th, the con­
sensus of opinion vm.s th t~t your memo­
ro.ndum WtlS l 11rr;ely neg r.i.tive in nuture 
o.nd it wus decided to appoint a OOmr:l• 

ittee to study your memorundum plus un 
a.dditionnl memorandum of oonstructive 
positive sugp;estion which you wore re •. 
quested to present to th~t Committee us 
to whut the Counci.l mu.y and wh u.t it rno.y 
not do., To thi.s dute no such memorundum 
ho.s been presented. The Committee on 
Scope vms uppointed tn d ouch member Wt\.S 

nsked to prepure written recommendutions 
in tlmee fields: i. ~cope ... in w..'iut 
nrous should the &ynugogue Council be 
permitted to funct1.on. 2. Procedure -
to whu t extent und 1.n wh at ma.nner should 
the Council reu.ch the oonounity. 
3" Fino.nee - whnt budget should the 
Council contenplo.te und how should it 
be ro.ieedt, k t..bbi Ophor wo.1 the only 
one who propnred such fa memornndurn on 
October 3rd. In your memora.ndurn or 
tho srune duto you stl.4te II I have come 
to the conclusion thut very little need 
be cdded insof tll' ns the positive progrnm 

II or the bynugob'ile Council is concerned • 
. And then you ngu.in limited yourself' to 

the three negntive recommendu.tions which 
o.re discussed luter. lhe Committee on 
Scope hns not presented any clear report 
or reoommendu.tions to either the 
Executive Comnittoe or the Council. On 
October 17th, inn letter to you, kubbi 
Opher stressed "the need tor speedy 
notion on the pnrt of the Committee on 
Scope so thut thos projects which a.re 
now Wlli ting o. clenr under stc\nding of 
scope nnd r.urpose m~y be pursued without 
hindro.noe. ' On November 13th you were 
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o.gnin t~sked to present a report f'or the 
Committee on Scope "in view of' the fo.ct 
thn.t this eommi ttee wn.s creo.ted as o. 
result of the memorandum you submitted 
some meetings buck. The o.pt.thy that 

3, Your o.llego.tion that I II objected 
to the Synugot,ue Council ts response to 
req,J.ests for cooperut ion by the U tl S. 
Mu.ritime Commission ,:nd other govorrunent 
t1.gencies II is n fln.gra.nt misstntement of 
fact~ The only conceivable suggestion 
tho. t I ever made in this mutter vro.s an 
innocuous request oontuined in a letter 
of October 31, 1944, to Rabbi Opher in­
qufa·ing as to "whether the constituent 
orgnniztd;ions were ever consulted u.s :to 
suggestions {i.e. rega.rding names thnt 
they might "1:sh tor eoommend) tho.t they 
might huve to muke on How such o. ques­
tion as this cnn be distorted into o.n 
objection to 11 oooperu.te with the u. s. 
Muritime Commission tind other govern .. 
ment agencies" is quite beyond my power 
to f'!-1.thoml) 'l'he fo.ct of the mutter is 
tho. t ugii.in o.nd u.~uin I ho.ve indioated 
thnt I do r ego.rd the Syno.go€';,.te Counoil 
as the only legitin~te coordinating body 
tor precisely such purposes. Only I • 
still believe tht1.t it should not do 
eo without due consultntion with its 
own constituents. 

has provniled in the Council since the 
presento.tion of your orig1.no.l memorandum 
mny be mi tig(,;.ted by nn encourn.ging 
statement from you o" 'l'his request wo.s 
repeC1.ted on November 16th und Rt your 
suggest ion v~ checked wj th Mr • Kr runer ns 
to whether he would object to your pre­
senting the rc)port o.nd udvised you th!).t 
Mr, Krumer d5.d not object. Prior to 
the lust meeting of the Council Hfibb i 
Opher ugo.in Laked you to please present 
11 u constructive report for the Committee 
on Scope so th~t the uputhy created in 
the tubmosphere of the Council might be 
offset mid the Council might resume its 
pro6ress ~" llhen you begn.n presenting 
o.n oru.l report ut the lust meeting, you 
were requested by the delef;o.tes to pre­
pure a cleu.r written report which would 
be pluced ut the hand of the agenda at 
the next meetfng. Aguin no uction wns 
tnken on ti.ny rocornmend[1.tions of the 
Committee on Scope so fur, und there ie 
no record of whut wo.s or wt.is not a.greed 
and vre still do not know whnt the Council 
muy nnd whfat it mu.y not do • 

3e You stnte th(•.t the charge or your 
objecting to the bynngogue Uouncil ts 
response to roquests for oooperntion by 
the U. S6 Mnritime Commission '.l11d other 
government ur;encies is u. 11 f'lo.grnnt mis,~ 
sto.tement of ffact,. 11 but you r(:}quest that 
u.11 such o.ctivities be cleured directly 
with the her .. dqu•irtors of the constituent 
bodios over nnd beyond their representu­
ti ves, In your letter of December 13 ~-
1944, you stt:.Lte "I find thut uny number 
of things u.re being contemplated or 
uctuc.lly undertuken (by the bynttgogue 
Council) of which I, us director of the 
UAHC, h!-1.ve rece1.ved no officinl notifiou •• 
tion. It r.i.o.y be thr..t these mntters huve 
been discussed ut Council meetings -- I 
do not think thut ropresentutives or 
the respective constituencies ho.ve the 
authority to pass on certuin enterprises 
without referring these bu.ck to the 

II bodies they represent. Now every ac-
tivity by the 8ym,1.~;ogue Council, once 
npproved by the body comprising repre­
aenta.tivee ot u.ll the constituencies, is 
cnrried out by Committees oonsisting or 
delegutes of' euoh one or the con­
stituenciesg You insisted thut notion 
on the purt of' your own delegntes is 
not suff ioient ., 



• 

Ru.bbi Eisendrath'a Letter 
-4~ You mnintain thut I objected to 
"the effort to esto.blish a workable 
budget for the byno.gogue Council." 
1'he f' aot of the m£'.tter is thut there 
has never been a "workable budget" sub­
mitted to the constituents for ro.tifi­
oation, despite the fact that o.gC1.in 
nnd ngnin others, us well us myself', 
hn.ve r&quested such a det,:1.iled budget 
ail 1'..u.y· orgnnizo.tion vrl.th r.. renlistio 
program is cnlled upon to submit. We 
were nskad to authorize o. ~100,000 
budget without an:y breuk-down con­
cerning either expenditures or the 
means of securing such o. sum, To 
indioo.te just how far from being o. 
"workable budget" th-3.s rooommondo.tion 
wo.s, I wish to point to the fuct th~t 
just tho other duy, prior to ey ranch­
ing the meet1.ng of the Budget Committee, 
those present, representing a mo.jority 
of the constituencies ruther thnn 
Reform, hud po.rad tho ~100,000 "work­
o.ble budget" to n more roo.listio 
~20,000. I think it ie unjust, in 
view of' these facts, to o. ccuse r.io or 
the Reform group of objecting to 
establish a "worku.ble budget•" 

6. \Tith regard to your suggestion 
tho.t I objected to "the Council's 
acoeptunoe ot the invitation by the 
NCk.t,C to be represented on that ooordin­
~ting body," I oonfeas that this also 11 
po.rti~lly true, but only parti~lly eo. 
lie would ho.ve been hnppy to hnve the 
Synagogue Council represented on the 
NCH.1-..0 provided thnt either through the 

!teply 
4, At the meeting of beptember 6, 1944 

a resolution to nuth~~ize a. fund ruiaing 
crunpa.ien of' ~J.00 ~ 000 wo.s dr u.f ted by 
Judge &tainbrink und Mr. Heiss and pre­
sented to tho Synv bot;ue Council. The 
purpose of' thnt fund was largely to 
help in the religious rehubilitution 
or Eur opeo.n J0wry nnd partly f'or the 
estnblishment tlr.O mnintennnce of n dig­
nified of~ice und stuff for the Synu­
gogue Council. 1hnt resolution wus 
o.pproved by t~ll the constltuences except 
the Union delegtlte who s n.id he wanted to 
cleur tho.t vo th the Union heudqu ~irters $ 

On the 13th of Doce111bor 1944, 4~ months 
lo.tor, you wr oto tht1.t the m tter wus 
referred to [l Comnit tee of' the Union for 
oons:i.derution - and not until June of 
the next yeur did thut Committee ta.ko 
o.ny o.ctinn und thr~t nctlon wo.s your 
moraora.ndurn invokinv, the whole question 
of the Scop9 ~nd purpose of the 
Synugogue Council. And now, a. yeo.r u.nd 
u hnlf e.f'tar tho first suggested budget 
wn.s submitted, you suy in your letter of 
Jv.nul ry 28th "your proposed budget will 
have to be subaitted to our next meeting 
of' the Executive Bourd which will take 
plnoe immeditltely prior to our Biennial 

II ' • Council• •lhen you suy tho.t the 
byno.gogue Coun ail committee 11 hus po.red 
dovm the budi;et to ~20,000 11 you fui l 
to mention thnt nei~her kubbi u-oldstein 
nor Hubbi Opher nor Mr. Fink were present 
nt thia meeting nnct thnt the UommH,tee 
did not even hsk for the fino.ncial 
statement or the lust two yeurs upon 
which to base 1 ts est imnte; nor v1ere they 
inn position to know whut the Council 
ho.s o.ctuoJ. ly expended o.nd whnt 1 ta needs 
nre. The fuot is that o. budg~t of 
~50 1000 wus ndopted ut o. rrseting of the 
CCAR cielegutes und recomr.iendad by .l:tubbl 
Rosenblw:i, In the lust two yea.rs, de­
spite the fuot thnt no direct a.ssistanoe 
on~e from uny of the constituencies, 
more thnn ~20,000 were ruised, largely 
from pr ivo.te sou- cos, nnci spent on work 
o.pproved by ull the d elegutes o.nd thut 
this wns done without un office or n 
direotor/ und muny activities ho.d to be 
left undone becuuse they would need n 
sepurute budgets such as the Text Book 
Comnission~ Comnittee on Lo.bor, J\JB­
Synugogue Council l\dvis cry Comni ttee, 
eto, The ruct remcd.ns that n request 
torn budget, sub:nitted to the Union on 
September 6, 1944, hus to this d~y not 
been o.oted on. 

6. 'Xhe NCHAC invitation was submitted 
to the executive Committee of the 

•1 t:iyno.e;ogue Counoil in October 1944 o.nd 
Jlilpproved by the Sonrd o.na then presented 

to the Council na o. whole on Febrno.ry 7, 
1946. On December 18, 19~ you stntod 
tho.t the Union preferred to be repre­
sented on the NCkAC directly and not 
through the Synngogue Council. Since 
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Synagogue Council, or septrately, the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
would not lose its place on the NCRhC 
where we hnve every reason to believe 
th a Union rightfully belongs. Almost 
since its very inception, through the 
Board of Delegates on Civil and Re­
ligious Rights. the Union has function• 
ed in the oivio-protective field. We 
submitted to the NC~hC o.n extensive 
memorandum indicnting how fo.r-reaohing 
our program in this area hns now become. 
this is not as yet true of the 
Synagogue Council, und consequently 
we felt thnt we would be depriving the 
NCRAC, ns well as ourselves, of proper 
coordinnti.on w;{ere we not admitted in 
our own nume into this coordinating 
council• Com equently, on December 18 
1944, upon nuthoriznti~n of our 
Executive Board, I wrote to you th~t 
11 ina.smuch as the Union us an or &ani­
io.tion th£Lt ho.a since its very 
inception functioned directly in the 
purticul(l.r o.rea in which the NCrti1.C is 
serving ns a coordinating ugenoy, the 
Union should hnve direct representn­
tion in this coordintLting ugency • We, 
of course, inaicated ~t thut time thut 
we would be the very first to urge the 
v.dmiss ion of nll other religious 
groups likewise functioning in this 
fiold, whether it be the other indi­
viduul synngogue groups or the 
6ynugogue Counoil itself. Our reeling 
ie that we should oontinue to have 
our direct represent£ltion on the 
NCrU~C, both us o.n a.id to ourse!.ves in 
coordinating our own efforts in this 
field with thnt of the generul Janish 
cor.1r.1unity, us well us bringing moro 
vito.lly to the NCK11.C the benefit of 
our experience in th~s enterprise." 

In this connection I mtght usk why 
exception is not tnken ton fur more 
reprehensible instance of 11 obstruotion­
ism" tho.n the above• I ref er to the 
nctual prevention, on the purt of one 
of the 8ynagogue Council's constitu­
ents, other tho.n the Reform group, or 
the SyrmgoE-,i.te Council I a endenvor to 
secure n nntiono.l rndio brondoust, o.n~ 
instance of obstruotionism whioh led 
to the Synngobue Council's being 
denied this privilege and to the 
securing of the time ortginul.ly nvnll­
nble to the Synngogue Council by one 
of the Synagogue Council's constitu­
ents in violation or n long-standing 
agreement with the radio brondonatera 
to the effect thut no single segment 
of religious Jewry wna to broudonat 
in ita own name and for its own ende, 

Reply 
the oonatitution ot the Synagogue 
Council requires unanimous npprovnl by 
ull our constituencies for uny action, 
the Synugob"Ue Council could not ta.lee 
any ~ction on the invitation of the 
NCHJ .. C without the Union ts o.pprovo.l, de­
spite your statement thut you would 
"urge the udMission of all other re­
ligious groups likewise functioning in 
this field, wheth~r it be the other 
individual synugo~-ue groups or the 
8ynu.gog .ue Council itself." Your refer­
ence in this conn~otion to the Jewish 
Theologicnl beminury's tukin6 over the 
re.di o broudc('.sts previously ussigned to 
the 8ynugoguo Council, is in fact u 
good illustrntion at• the result of the 
wenkening influence of the Syno.go~ue 
Council. 'l'ho fhct th t individuo.l in­
stitutions oun ci::> this is due entirely 
to the wenkness of' the Byno.gogue Council; 
and your action on tho NCttAC's invita­
tion contributed to weo.kening the 
Synagogue Gauncil 1s inf~uence in this . 
o.rea which should be oriented to the 
religious upprouoh 6 A still better ex­
o.mple is the following item: 
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--6 = A;-Ior yo-.:..!' o.llegation 
that I objected "to the com­
pilation by the Syne.gog 1e 
Council of a list of Ro.bbis 
nnd congregations in the 
country, 11 I hG.ve searched my 
f:i.les of corresponden0e o.nd 
the minutes of all the 
Synagof;ue Council meetings 
that I h~ve attended and no­
where do I find nny suggest­
ion of o.ny bus is who.tsoever 
for this nllegutiono 

- 1 -
Repll 

6. On Jnnuary 26, 1944, in response to a re­
quest by belec·r.ive Service headqunrters to pre 
po.re a list of legitimate Rugbia, und Yeshivoth 
in the country1 the Executive Committee of tho 
Synagogue Cou.ncil approved the recommendution 
to pr ooeed wj_th the compiln.t ion with a. view of 
publishing a list of legitimate knbbis in the 
countryfl this recommendHtion wus l.:.pproved by 
the Council i1.t its mt:1,."Jtinh on Mnrch 29 1 1944, 
o.nd n Committee wns nppointed comprisinb sime 
of the leading representu.tives of ul l rabbinical 
groups in the community, including members of 
CA.NNRA. Questionnnires were sent to the 20-odd 
Yeshivoth and 12 nu.tionnl rnbbinicnl bodies tmd 
n grent denl of rri~ teri(u. wn.s collected for 
this compilaticno \Then we mentioned this 
nctivi ty in a letter to the Rf\bbis on Docembor 
5, 1944, wo received E1. oor.munication from 
kubbi Linf ie>ld objectint; to this activity on 
the pnrt of the Syro 60€,'"\18 Uouncil in view of 
the fuct thn.t the Stutistice.l Burea.u is doing 
sir.d.lo.r work • . This objootion was sustained by 
one of the Union deler;ntes whc. hnppens to be 
connected vtith the btHtisticol Bureau.. .t:t the 
bynugogue Council meetin~ of fipril 11, 1945, 
a request from Mr o Ror;tir Strnuss was presented, 
u.sking tho.t the Sym:.goguo Gounc 11 review the 
fnmoue Denver University survey of religious 
o.ffilintion. 1he Council authorized its n~. 
ministration to study the survey nnd method 
of research used by the Denver Opinion rteseu.rch 
Bureau and present un evuluution of it at the 
next meeting, At the Juno 6th meetin6 our 
correspondence with the University of Denver 
koseuroh Bureau wns presented. Mr, Kramer then 
sto.ted that the 8tu.tistionl Burenu ho.s been 
nuthor1zed by the u. ~. Census Bureau to tolce 
the religious census of Jews nnd although 
some of us f'el t tho.t here wus o.n area of 
a.ctivity which belonhs properly within the 
scope of the Synar;ogue Co\.i.rc 11, you suggested 
tho.t the Council discuss the matter with the 
Stutistiool Bureau so thut things in which we 
a.re interested mny be covered by thnt census~ 
Accordingly~ u Committee on Ro.bbinicul Registry 
o.nd keligiotB ,i.f'filitLtion wo.s uppointed, con­
sisting of 12 member,, 2 from ea.ch of our 
constituencies: to consult with Dr. Linfielde 
A letter wus writtento Dro Linfield advising 
him of this notion by the Synagogue Council 
nnd requesting u joint conference~ To this 
dny Dr. Lin.field hns not replied to that 
letter. On July 2nd ~nbbi Opher wrote to you 
that we were most unxioua to being working on 
a. survey of religious af'filiution umong Jews 
in this country. In tha.t letter he so.id 
"The fir st step should be to complete our 
oompilo.tion of the list of legitimate Rubbis. 
I. still think we a.re in o. better position to 
do o.n occuro.te job on this tha.n the Statistical 
Jbreau nt o. fro.otion of the expenseo There 
ia a dire need for such n list." ~hen he wen't 
on outlining the work that hnd o.lreudy been 
done by the Syna.gogue Oourc 11 on thla o.nd 
whnt co,ild be done .. , To which you. uns-Yrered on 
July 9th 11My uni er standing is thnt L~r-.field 
ha.a devoted consider.o.ble time prepnr~ng o. 
queetionnnil"e for this precise purpose 1 
oon.neot1on with the !'orthooming oenaus • It 



- 8 -
Rabbi Eisendrath1e Letter --------·--

7. The same applies to your stute­
ment that I 11 objectod to our coopero., .. 
tion with the JDC in the clothinc und 
Sifre Toruh co.mpaign for American 

• Jewry." This wns merely anott,er of 
those instances whore I indicated that 
this job was splendidly accomplished by 
chunneling such activity through/ the 
national constituents. I pointed out 
at a. number of meetings tha.t this 
purticular project was an excellent 
ill ustr at ion of huw I believe the 
Synagogue Council should work in the 
functionnl field. It could a.greet o 
undertake this tusk for the JDS and 
then call upon its m: .. tiono.l constitu­
ents, which have more direct contact 
with~ u.nd o.ppenl to their respective 
congregations, to implement the 
project. This cun hurdly be cnlled 
nn objection without seriously dis­
torting the f ucts o 

a. kegording my nlleged objection 
"to the functions of' the committee of 
the bynu.gogue ond La.bor, 11 I protest 
thnt my word of' ouution concerning the 
limitCltion or the scone of' this Comm~ 
ittee would tend to 11humstring its 
effectiveness~ 11 I reud ily udmitted 
that there was a aertnin distinct field 
in vrhich the Synagogue Council might be 
nost useful regurding the Syn~gogue on.d 
Lo.bor I but at the srune time I souri.ded o. 
word of warning ~hnt it was not the 
Synagogue Counoi 's prerogntive to es­
t~blish labor syhagogues, which seemed 

Re£.!l. 
thl!:1 is the onse, I certainly do be­
lieve that it w01.1ld be exactly the 
kind of reduplication on the ptirt of 
the bynugogue Uou.nc il to which I he.ve 
taken exceptionc, 11 .ti.rd that wns the 
last word vre hud on the question of the 
compiJ.ution of a list of H.o.bbis and 
Congregu.tions o 

7., On cooperntion with the JDC you suy 
11'l'he bynugor,ue Council •• ~ could c..gree to 
undertnke this tusk for the JDC o.nd 
then col. l upon o.11 its nntiono.l con-

11 

stituencies to implement the projectc, 
The only reason thut the JDC or other~ 
nutionul bocdes co.11 upon the ~ym gogue 
Council for cooperution insteo.d of' 
goin~ to the individual constituencies 
is becu.us E: they bol ieve the Syra gof;ue 
Council is roully the representative 
relir;ious body nnd the only r eo.son 
these seculc~r or ~n.nizut ions pu.y my 
heed to the &ynuhogue Council is be­
cause of the modicum of unity o.mong 
re.ligious bodies which the Synagogue 
Council munt.-.ged to impress them with. 
It wa.spointed out whenever this dis­
cussion co.me up o.t the meetine;s thut it 
would be highly desirable for the con­
grep1.tionnl oonstitu~ncies to follow up 
ench such Synqbo~-ue Council letter to 
the Ro.bbis vrith u. letter to their own 
membership urgint; that they act on the 
euggostion of' the Synngogue Councilo 
Your wt,ole challenge to the r:i.ght of 
the Synugogue Uouncil to be '"' functionoJ. 
ugenoy hus no busis in the constitutlon 
of the Syna.goh-ue Council. ihe founde~s 
of the ~ynugof;ue Council, of whom/ t!:le 
Union nnd the Contru.l Confor0nce w~ro 
initiators, soem to huve foreseen no 
objection to it ultimutely becoming n 
f'unctiond agency in u.11 th0 e.reo.s in 
which the constituents ugroed~ ls you 
yourself pointed out in your memorandum 
of October 3rd, 11 I know tha.t :lnong the 
purposes for which the Synugogue 
Council wns formed wua not alone the 
desire thu.t the vnrious Jevd.sh re­
licious groups should confer toGether 
u.nd spank in common, but likewise for 
the purpose of JCting unitedly~ ~his 
would seem to give us the m~ndate for 
certo.in functionul ·lCtivi t1.es • 11 

8() In your memorn.ndum of June 6th 
this is whht you any ubout the Comm ... 
i ttee on SynC1.gogue nnd Lnbor: "This 
dolllm:1:ttee seems to h a.ve been e stub-
1 ished in sublime innocense of the 
f uot thE~t for yen.rs now the CC AA has 
been viti1.lly concerned w1 th this field 
und tho Union hns 1 ikewise been inter,. 
ested in u rnpprochement between the 
synu.gogue tnd lnbor 8 etc. $~ no uttempt 
wn.s mnde by the Synugogue Council to 
ascertnin whether its own committee 
would in nny wr..y :!.ntrude upon the work 
or the Union~ 11 i°he fuct is thut tho 
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:s _, · -~ ;;-:.~-~--: ;·; ged in the--origtnal pur-
vlc~ of this project. 

9~ Concerning the allegation that 
"one Union delegute objected to the 
joint JviB- Synfagogue Council Con­
m.iltuti ve Committee" the very contrary 
huppens to be the co.se insofurE\.s our 
Union delegtltion i s E1.ctiv1ty in this 
mntter is concernedo l~lthough one 
individuo..l mo.y hive ho.d certain r e ser , .. 
vutions concerning this endeavor (must 
we o..11 ulwE-1.ys concur?), I wish to 
point out thut whn~ever this subj ect 
w .s discussed ut S.ynugo g"J.e Council 
me~· t,ih:gs, my only critic ism W'\S to the 
eff'u ct thu.t our Synugogue Counctl-JWB 
Cor.3ultutive Committee had not been 
(ctive enough nor gone far enough in 
this important underto.king. Is it 
posslb1.e that every word of oritioism, 
even to the effect thut we i i.re not 
pressing our pnojects vigorously 
enough, is 6 egarded us 11 obstructionism11 7 

10a As for o. single Union delegn.tea 
11 objection to a. cu r:1pa.ign on the pc.rt 
of the 6yna1~ogue Counoil to stimulu.te 
Sync.~of;Ue li.tte:-1.dunce:" once o.gnin I 
wish to suy th .... t our delegation us a 
whole henrtily o.pproved of this offort 
and inctico..ted its euger desire to 
coopernte in it. In cnsting tho blo.r:ie 
f':)r 11 v. yeer 's delay in implemerlting 
th1s projec-t~~" you fo.11 to odd tho.t.: it 
wus unhuppily delayed by the lrunent-
0.b::.e C:enth of Ro.bbi Hoffmfll'l. nnd the 
ir,e RC tLp ctble need of several revisions 
in -:he statement itself,, 

Fr om -'~he n.bove, it con e~sily be 
disceT ~ed thnt there is very little 
uct.uul :'net to substo.ntia.te your 10 
poi~ts nlleging the Unio~'s objections 
t o the 8yno.6ogu.0 Council t s r e cent und.er­
tu.kint;s e On the contr o:ry ti ulthough I 
did mos'l::i eurnaistly present a. memornnd• 
ur.1 c o.lling for u revnluut1.on of ·i.~he 
Syn~~ob-ue Gou~oil's ccope und mode or 
function, I ho.ve ent;e:::-ly ooopero:ted i=i 

~E]Z 
Union deler,o.te o.t the meeting of the 
Committee or ~ho ~y~u.gogue o.nd Lo.bor 
q~ estioned ev -n the right of the 
Synu~o~1e Co~ncil to co.11 ~oint ex­
pl0ruto .. "'y meetings with lo.bor leuders~ 
This 11 word of cunt ion II of yours uppar , .. 
ently Wt\.8 m:fficient to so c onfusu the 
minds of the members of the Committee 
o.nd its Chn.~ mun us to who. t the 
Committee muy ttr.d what it may not pl un, 
thnt nothing hus been done , This 
Comnittee, as ~11 others, consists of 
two represent ~ltives from euch of our 
constituencies~ 

9o i\ppt:.r ently tho Chu irmnn of tl-iis 
Comr:iitteej Rabbi h.osenblum!' understood 
the uttituce of the Union del ego.t5ou 
to be such thut he could not co.11 
meetincs or ur.dertuke uny work for this 
Committe e nslong ns there wus no cleur 
u.nderstnndin6 with the Union us to the 
s~ope und function of the Synngogue 
Council. You disclo.im responsibility 
f or the objection of one of the Union 
de legut e s e 1he fuct is tho.t the 
bymlgogue Council, knowing the c oncern 
of our const5.tuent bodie s over thi s 
whole o.reu, usk0d the pr eside nts of 
eo.ch oonstttuency to des i gn u.t e i t.s 
representu.tive s to this committee . 
'l'he Union delebo.te in qi estion wus 
therefore designu.ted not by us but by 
you, The fo.ct is thut the work of this 
committee h~s been postponod so long 
thut the J\IB i ~now c-f u mind to go 
directly to the constituencie s und hua 
advised us thu.t they would not coopc:.:- '1-:a 
with the byn :l{;ogua Council unle ss th•~y 
a.re convince d thnt the Corru:Li ttee 
o.ppointed by the Council will be in o. 
position to to.ke responsibility end 
tho.t the Council will be in a position 
to share in the fino.nc.in g of its work -, 

10) It is not true thut the a e lo.y 
vms due to the ctenth of Ho.bbi rloffmnn 0 

At tho meeting of F'ebruu.ry 7, 1945, 
a request vrc.s pre s ente d f'rom the John .. 
stovm Jewish CoinP1unity Council thut the 
Syn~go~ue Council devise som0 means to 
udmonish Jewish people in various 
communities to •Noid public violation 
of the Subbnth imct to stimulo..te 
Synagogu e attendnnce. The Union dele, ., 
gnt.e obje•}·tcd to the bynu.gogue Counc-il 
undertukinE this nctivity on the 
grounds that this would trespo.ss on 
tho function of the Union. However: 
the presidont vms uuthorized to o.ppoin·:; 
o. Committee to prepnre o.. stutenent on 
Synu~ovie Attenctnnoe nnd ~ubbnth 
Observance,, Thts committee vm.s n.ppoit' l; . 

od under the ch~drmo..hship of the l a.te 
Ro.bbi Hoffrmn und within two weeks the 
in1.tio.l dr t:.ft wns sent to the member e 
of the committee., The Union represn.·•;rtc . ., 
tlve . while t4'?roving knbbi Hoffrnnn 1s 
statement, felt thu.t this whole nrea 
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s erve us a r epre sentutive of the Union 
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As a matter of fact, there have been 

inst mces where I have urged the 

Synugo 6'1.le Council to truce even More 

forthright nction in those fields in 

which it hns ft..r more renson to o.~t 

thnn in some of the region~ wh ere 

t her e is danger that it muy trespass 

upon the functions of its constituents. 

For e xample: I urgaivery viborous 

u~t ion on the pru-t of the Synugogue 

Council in relation to representution 

ut San Francisco~ 
I b e lieve thnt the Synagogue Council 

sho~ld tuke more courugeous steps in 

bringing order into the chuotic field 

of m tiono.l broudcusting ... 
I f eel thut the Synv.gogue Council 

should strive to be the instrur.i.ent to 

build o. truly democrC:1.tic o.nd represento.­

tive orf;o.nizution of Jewish life in 

J..mericn rather than relegating such 

efforts to secular orgo.nizutions. 

Th8re is much more thnn the 

&;.rnugogue Council can and should do, 

ar:d , ut the srune time, tt:.Lke due cog­

niz.nnc e of the reservation voiced in 

my ~emorru1.dum of June 6, 1945. 
lt wc1.s to implement this expo.nded 

pr ogrun of the Syna gogue Council un.d to 

llvoid future co~flict ·that I recommended 

(1) sufficient uavunce 1:otice to tho 

h0adquarters of the various constituents 

concerning any new projects to be 

undert aken so tho.t the officers of the 

constituen+.s, o.s well 35 their respect­

ive r epresentatives to the Synn.gogue 
Council~ might confer beforehand und 

re •tch sntisfuctory conclusions·i (2) the 

channeling of o.11 functional o.ctivitiee 

tl-irough t he various constit."tfl.ents. 

oxc 8pJ; ,,,here und when constituents re­

qu est --::.:i.e 8:r!'"lugogue Council to ct~rry 

ont "th?J project directly with their re~ 

spect tve memberships; (3) the indica­

tion, wherever feusible, thut it is ~ot 
th +· z. e uc~ion, vo~ce, pt~~C-m,ot ra~olbtdmn 
JJ)~ ·f •• : a~pu.i·~te enti"Gy-r ,n~ely., the 

5~,.,e~g~r:u.e Council, to which expression 

is be1:1E g;iven, but that the Synagogue 

Council j_s acting or. behalf of its 

constituents; which should be named 

wher eve:r pr n<Y~ici l. By this I mean, 

o.f course~ that there are certain areas 

in whjch the Onion, or the Conference , 
for exanple, has been acting in the 

past &.nd would be prepared to act even 

more vigorouRly i~ the present, vre~e 

it not f or our reco~n~.tlon of the faot 

that unitad uction is preferable. How­

ever, our silence o~ inactivities in 

these areas wo~ld be misunderstood and 

crit:l.cir.ed u..~J.ess over ar.d over ogai:1 

the Synae;ogue Cou.ncil ernpha~ 1.zea th~ 

faot that it ~s speaking a.nd aoting on 

wasnot within the purview of the 

SynEtgogue Cot:nci l: a.nd so nothing was 

done a.bout i t nn:cil Rabbi .tloffman 

mo.de hls lEl.st pu.bl ic a.pp e ar u1 ce a.t the 

meeting of •lt.:::1e 6th to ur ~e the adopt i on 

of his comnlt.tee r c stutement 0 Follow­

ing his deu.th 51 we mo.de another at t -:nptJ. 

revined the sto.t E=ment and sent it to 

the committee und at the request of 

the Union memb erp we sent you a copy. 

On Novembe~ 16th you approved the 

statement Emd only then did we feel 

f!·ee to mu}~ it reudy for publication ,, 

Here is unothe r eY.a.mple of the diff i,. 

culties involve d in cleuring every 

action of the Council with head­

quo.rters of our constituenci es over 

and byyond the ctelegutes of -che Council 

You ~, s o.y thu t it is your II r;enuine 

desire to s t,.·e nEthen the Syno. gog,1e 

Counci:i_, 11 You seem to huv0 chos en o. 

st:- o ,, ~a method of demonstrating this 

de s i;.~e , I11 y our aemorundu.m. of June 6) 

you also stute thut ,:the Union ho.s 

wo.tched with great s o.tisfuction the 

developme.1.t ond pr or;r0s s of the 

Synagogue Council o One doe s not i) •• ") 

seek to liL1it the scope of one : s 

offspring"; tmd then you pl'oc ~e d to 

devote u lon.6 cti£s ert~tion to limiting 

the scope of the byria go F;ue 0ounc l l '!' 

Viht-t have you done to i nplement your 

desire to streng-cKen the Syro.gog"..le 
Council? You mention the tusk of the 

Synagogue Council "to build a t~uly • 

democ:-o.tic unct representntive or buni .• 

zntion of Jewish life in A.rerico. 

ruther thun r eleguting such effo ::t to 
11 

seculo.r or 6unizntions. ; but when 

th& Sym 6ot;ue Uourc il hud un opportuni-:~ · 

of serving in just this cupucity in 

relo.tion to the defense o.gencies: 

you blocked the Council's effort to 

join the NGrll C. 
The three recor.1r.1endutions you 

r.1ention were discussed in the Council 

r.1oetin6 on June 6th nnd in the 

Committee on Scope thereafter. No 

o.greement vn s urrived at. On the 

contrary~ clif'fer in~ opinions were ex­

pressed by Hubbi Opher uni others 

though no n.ction wus taken on those 

eitherc (1) lhe re~uest for a ctv o.nce 

notice to hendquart ers of the vurioU3 

constituencies would meun to furthe~ 

complioo.te und encwnber o. sufficient• 

ly cumbersome functioning process 
vn1ich the ununimity clause compels 

'l'his cli.o.use in the constitution ampl' 

sufe~-uurds the irt erests of the con, .. 

stitutnta 0 Any further restrnint on 

its respirutory system would utterl7 

throttle the Synr.hogue Council. In 

o.ny event, such o. proced·l.ll"e would re,. 

quire o. cons ti tut iono.1. o.mendment • 

(2) As to the cho.meling of o.lJ. 
fu.nctionul (~ctivi ties through the 

cons·cltuents, it wo.spointed out; 
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on June 6th, that such o. process is 

I 'Lhir..1~ thc.t this ought to o.pply 
to cer to.:'.i.n resol·.~t.!.ons .• rep:i:-esentu.tions 
to r;oYerrJnen~ bodieeJ cooperation with 
church f;.r onps r und even to radio 
brm .. dcasting where I feel tho.t tho 
alloc(ttion muv well be urrl.e:r the .. 
u•.1.spices of the SynugogHe Counoil 
but should be mo.de directly in the 
nwne of the cotstituentse 

These concrete suggestions were 
accepted by the Committee on Scope 
and J-11.e Executive Committee. It wus 
bee use I felt that this ugreement 
had been ignored in letter and iu 
spirit thct I c.ddressed my letter of 
Junuo.ry 28 to yourself and 1:<.o.bbi 
Opher. I shull continue to voice 
similar objections whenever T feel 
that this indispensuble busis of the 
Synago g1ie Council : s modus oper u.ndi 
is tr u.nsgres sed. 

Trustjng that we may yet resolve 
these differencesJ more apparect than 
realp in the truly religious spirit 
thut should chnr a.cter ize us o.s 
rabbinic colleo.~ies, I am, 

Yours most sincerely, 
Mo.urice N,., Eisendro.th 

tuntumount to the destruction of the 
effectiveness nnd influence of the 
8ynu.gor;ue Dounoil o 

It vn.s t: 1 so pointed out tho.t the 
rubbinicul constituents never objected 
'to the Council~s direct con-to..c-c w:ith 
t.he Hubbis i.ncl tho 1£.\.tte,.. hp_ve over .. 
whelmingly indicuted their upprecio."• 
tion of this service. ~s to the con­
gregution5.j,.. we ht.ve comm.unicuted with 
them once in the past two years und 
we knovr of only one &ynuf;ot:;ue l\ouncll 
project which the e,ongregutional co:-1Q 
stt.tuencies forwarded to their member 
congre~utions:, (3) '•s to the crediting 
of the corstituencies for the ~ynugogne 
Council projects. we hnve re ver fuiled 
to do so rnd naned them wherever 
possibleo ~o this is no issue 



MEMOOJJIDUM FOR THE COMMITTEE ON SCOPE CF THE 
bYN,..OOGU}.; COUNCIL OF J~iERICi. 

Prepared by Rn'hbi Ahr on Ophor 

In oonsiaering the future of the Synngogue Council ~nd its role in the l\merioan Jewish scene, vie mui t tnlce n long rn.nge views the spiritual vitulity of /..mericun Jowry, it•s position in this ccuntry via u vis tho Ghristio.n oamnunity r~nct its n~ility to rurture the Jevnsh spirit the W)rld over. 

Vfe must therefore think of Jimericnn Isrllel in tot Eu rf.l.ther thun denom1 nationri.l terms o.nd modify or even y4eld fuctiona.l interests which ure oleurly short term oonshleruticns • 

The most pornicious diaeuse in /~ericu.n Jewi.sh life is the grow:i ng seoulo.rism omong the me.sees of our people anc1 tho usurpa.tion of loc:.norm i p in every nreu. of connnunity l !re by people who nro irreligious e.rn even hostile t o the synflr.; '", gua • The best vro.y of overcoming this a.iseuse is by strengthenin r~ the effectiveness of the religious leudership of the community. This cun be ctono only if wo aot in oon,.. cert. One of the chief i,.rguments af;ninst permitting the relir; ioue lenders hip to tnke its proper nlnoe in the life of the community is the d1visi n within the synagogue. 

Community cou.ncils, philo.nth!"opic, educutionnl and defenso Ui;encies r nd fru .. terno.l bodies in -Americ(in Jewry justify their reducing to a. minimUJll the religious influonoe in thei+ uctivities on the basis of the fuctionnlism within the religious orgnnizntions of Amerionn Jewry. The Synngogue Council is our best o.nswor to this claim. 

I. SCOPE OF J .. CTIVITIES 
f. Stimule.tion and advnnoement of religious 11f e in the l~oriot\n Jewish community und ussistunoe to world Jewry in this ~reu. This w~ulct inolude sueh uctivities ~s I A) Plnns , progro.ms und functions thc..t would dro.w our people to the synngogue u.nd religious life. B) Cooperntion with lnhor c..nctother sections of the Jewish community to o.chiave this purpose in their runks • c) Defending the right of Jews to observe their religion in eduo~tionul institutions, government ugencies o.nd in industry. D) Stimul~tion of religious eduot~tion, both for the young and the udulta. E) Oombutting such mnlpruatioes us mushroom synagoQies o.nd resort services, freelancing in the rnbbinute ~D'.1 undignified actvertis ing und soliciting or religi"us institutions, etc. F) Conctuotin£ joint ro.bhinioo.l conferences on timely themes in various purte of the country to effect cooporn­tion on~ locnl level of common relig~ous projects. Ultimately perhaps ulso a.chievemont of some overnll policy of support of the relii;ioue prof;rum ot Amorioc, .. n Jowr'¥• G) &upport of religious needs und. institutions of Europeon communities. 

2. Representation of the totality of religious lite in Ane ricnn Jewrya A) Before the government. B) lfithin Jewish secult.r o.genoies, philanthropic, eduontional c.nd detense organizutiuna • 0) In coopero.tion with the li'ederd Council ot Churches o.nd the National Ce.tholio WeltEu-e Conrerenoe. D) In such civio endeo.vora which require religious rep-esento.tivn, as the Scout movement, Veternna o.esoointiona, eto. 

a. To spenk for the whole ot Jewr7 in religious ma.ttera t,e , tbe ,eommun1t71 A) In radio. B) In Hol7 DQf meeangea uni other oocnaione where the meaange ot J\ldo.ia~ o.e n whole should be presented to the countrJ• C) In calling upon the oomnunity to observe special oocnaions. D) In oontuot "1th aimilur re­ligious leuderahipa ot European und other Jewish communities. 

4. Defenses The whole tield of the detenae ot Jewish religious belieta o.nd praotioea whioh would include suoh tLrena ns text hooks, etnge, aoreen o.nd radio, literature, pulpit e.nd rOBtrum, where Judo.ism, in oontrr.d1st1not1on to the Jew, ie o.ttucked. This would involve n whole depurtment to work independently but in close ooopero.tion with the defense a.genoies. 

5• Interfa.ith uotivitiee - whioh wbuld involve oooperction with Christiana on re~ ligioua a~tivitiee euoh us Bible Week, Fumily lleek, ~cout religious emblems, religious pronouncements on aooicl justice nnd other morel issues fnoing the country; nnd al.so directing educ~tionul enaeuvora to present the meaange ot Judo.ism to the Chriat1ans. 

' 



II. PkOCIDURE 
I see no need to o.mend our Constitution, as l ong us o. libern.l interpret ution of it 
is pursued. 
l. The disputed question of how to re r,ch the community could bo settled runicubly 

in most ouses. To~ mind thero should be no limit ntion on ctireot oontuct with 
the Rr.bhis, hut no oonto.ot with conr:rop:·~ti ne shoulct l •e mndo without specitio 
authorizction in e~ch ccse fr 0m tho ho nds of our ooretituenoies. 

2. The cielegr..tes should be chosen with o. view of c.ctoqu~·.to representu.tion of the 
point of view of each const11tuenoy so thut thoy ,,. r e r; iven sufficient resoon­
sibility to spook for the constituencies w1.thout the oumborsomo need of 
referring bnok. 

3. Some or the meetinr,s or the Counoil mi~~ht tLi.ke pl noo in vt~rious p.'. rts of the 
oountry in oraer to permit o. wider ropr osentntion of the cunstituenoies, 

4e The Executive Committee should be elected instec..d or u.ppointed in order thnt 
this importnnt baiy truly represent the oonstituenoies. 

6. A liaison committee at six miGht be o.ppointed to he in constnnt oontc...ot with 
the ndministro.tive bends ot our oonstituenoiea in order to bring to the 
tttention ot the Council nny sugt;estions or complaints of the conatituenoiea 
o.nd vice verso.. Thia oommi ttee might oonsist of the oho.irmen of our dele~u­
tiona who, together with the ottioera, might comprise the Exeoutive Committee. 

nr. FINANO~ 
\le woulci need nn in!tinl budget ot npJr ox~tel7 •60.000 to set up the Synagogue 
Council OJI a. t'Unotioning a.geno1 in these areue • This would include on Exeoutive 
Director, ottioe rento.l nnd expenses r.nd a olericv.l ate.tr. The sources of this 
budget might bes 

1. The Constituencies .. c1uee should be red aed to ~2,600 to ba,000 per unnum tor 
au.oh oonstituenay. Thie seems olaoet impossible to uohieve ut the pi9esent 
time ooneidaring the tinv.noinl stute ot some ot our oonstituenoies. It mo.y 
be fens ible that the ~16,000 to ~18 1000 thus noquiree1 might be o.lloc uted 
o.ocording to the meuns ot our constituonoies. 

2. M t~ddit1onc.l Hl0,000 or ~~16,000 might be ro.ised through the oonstituenoies o.nd 
by them, with the requost tor oontr1.butions oomin6 to congrer;utions not by the 
SyMv,ogue Council but by eo.oh constituenoy to its ovm membership. The oon­
stituencies would be in a better pos1t1on to know which of their members oould 
ndd a percentnhe to their membership dues in their ovm Union to go t o tho 
Syn Of,Of,-U8 Couno il • 

3. Community welfare funds - hitherto t;he Sym t;of;Ue Council derived sane ~-6,000 
per nnnum from the welfare funds. It ie likely tht..t, vdth the cooper , ti un of 
our constituencies, this amount cc.uld bo treblod. 

4. Individuo.ls who believe in tho idea of the Symgor;ue Counoil have ~eon a major 
source of income to the Council. Thero is no r enson why such contributions 
cannot continue und. even increuse. 

6. Vo.rious Depr.rtments of theCouncil, o.s they c.1.re set up, might be o.uthorized t o 
supplement the budget allocuted by the Council by solioitinb trom individue.ls 
and orgo.nizo.tions interested in their pho.se of the work. lt'or exrunple, the 
defense depurtment might well receive u r;oc,d 1L rt of its ud~et from the 
dotonse o.genoies if we suooaed im convinoing them of the vol ue ot th!3s work 
which seoulN" agencies could not cto nuthoritntivelf• 
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THE NEXT MEETING 

of' the 

SYNAGOGUE CClJNCIL OF AMERICA 

will take place on 

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 12TH 

at 8:15 P. M, 

at the Spanish & Portuguese Bynngogue 
2 West 10th ~t •, NYC 

______________ ,_ ________ ~ __ .., __ 

MINUTES OF THE MELTING OF THE SYN 'OOGUB COUNCIL OF JJ,Illi.ICA, J.J>kIL 10, 1946 
I...T THE ~PANISH &: POOTUOO~~E ::SYNAGOGUE, NE:H YOitK CITY 

Presents Ro.bbinica.l Council of Axnericna Ro.bbis Snmuel Berlinnt, Herbert s. 
Goldstein, Leo Jung und 81mon Kromer. 
Uliion of Orthodox Jewish Con~regntiona: Messrs• 1 orris Engelmnn, Banjo.min 
Koenigsberg, Max Rosenfeld, 11.lbert Httld o.nd Hillinm Heiss• 
R~b31nicc..l Assembly of l.mor1.ot1.: kabbis Joel Geffen nnd Joseph Zeitlin• 
United Syno.gogue or P..mcrico.: hc .. bbis Bonjrunin ~nglta.ndor nnd Jnoob kudin 
o.nd Mr. Mnrv\n Berger, 
Centrnl Conference of .iUllOr icnn ko.bbis s hubbis Bcrnnrd Heller, H. ~ • 
Linfield, Ji.Ju-on Opher o.nd Dn.vid Hioe • 
Union of Amar ion.n Hebrew CoN9:ogc...tiona: Rnbbis Isr.u~o Lo.ndma.n nnd Mr. 
Ohnrlcs P • Kromer• 

Excuses & Regrets& UOJCA: Dr• Sn.muel Nirenstein • HJV~J Dr, Robert Gordis • 
UiliC: kubbi Chnrles Stern & Mr.i';'thur Berliss. 

---------- ... 
The ne eting wo.s onll~d to order nt 8130 P. M. 

I. CORk~CTION IN L Pl>T MINUrEs 
Mr. fJ.bert \fald called nttent1on to the ft~ot thu.t hia name wo.s omitted in the 

11st or delegntes present o.t the lust meeting. 

COMMUNIG.hTIONS 

I. From the knbbinioul Council of .hmerica nsking the Synagogue Council for repre­
sentntion on the Publicntions Committee which is publishing n memorial aook 

for the late Dr• Berno.rd Drnchmo.n. /1.PPHOVED. 
The President uppointed Dr. Pool. 

II. From llr • Isn~o Levitnts o.sking thc.t the,ySynugogue Council exumine the funero.l 
service or the Oddt'ellowe' t which is Chriatologicul in nu.ture·. 

This mn.tter wus referred to the Comrn1ttoe on Religious Observunce. 

In. From tho illllericnn Committee ~or Protection of Foroign Born usking us to 
adopt o. resolution on 1nunigrntion. 

It wus moved that this matter ~a referred to tho Committee on Legislntion, em• 
powering them to write n 8ynugogue Council rasolution and tr~nsmit it to the 
House of Representntives. APPROVED. 

IV. Fi-om Kabbi Israel Goldfarb asking the S)'tlogogue Council' a o.id in the prepara-
tion of a aohool tor C~ntors. 

?twas moved thut o. Committee be appointed to invest!g~te this matter nnd bring 
bo.ok o. report• APPROVED. 

V. From the CoJTUn1es1on on Europenn Jewieh Culturtu. Reoonst-ruction inviting the 
SyMgogue Council to join their memborahip, 

The President wns authorized to e.ppoitLt a bynngogue Council repreaento.tive to 
this Conmiaa ion. 



• • • 

VI, From h~bbi J~oob Katz presenting his program of inte~ation or faiths nnd 
asking the ~ynagogue Council to investiho.te und approve this progrum~ 

It wus moved und o.pproved to refer this Jilll.tter to the Nr~tionul Conf'arenoe of 
Christiuns and Jews. 

VII. From the \far lJepo.rtment inviting the Syno.f:;Of'>Ue Council to send t\ representu• 
tlve to Oerru1.n Jewry to help in their relir;ious reounstruotion o.nd to serve 

o.s lio.1son between the urmy of occupntion n.nci the Jew,.sh cummunity. 
hv.bbi I.o.ndmo.n moved tho.t tho J:->re si dent be enpowerod to nppoint n representa. ... 

tive in a.ccorda.nce with the request of tho Wnr Department o.nd thnt he bo of equnl 
oul ibre vn.th those selected by the other roligious f'uithe unc•. that he be willing 
to stuy in Germuny for nt len.st ns long n.s thv other reprosentativfJs remuin there. 
APPROVED,. 

VIII. From Dr .• Pool usking thut tho 20th or Sivun be estr~blished o.s a fr1.st do.y 
for the Jewish victims in the lo.st decnde • 

It Wtts decided thf•.t this recµest be held in nbeyunce pending President TrumA.n's 
designnt1on of J~m1stioe Duy. 

IX. Ro.bb1. Opher•s correspondence with HE:tbbi Herbert Bloom on the J.OL progrum for 
the ttdvo.noement ot ethicul und morul life umong /1,Dlericim J0ws. (Exhibit A)• 

REPOkTS 

l\DMIN I~TK.hTIVE k\EPO~T 
Ordered incorporated 1n the minutes, (Exhibit B) 

II. fl.ABBI OPHER tendered h1s resignution o.s Assisto.nt to the President (sent under 
s epnr R. te cover ) • 

Rabbi Jung moved thn.t n Committee of three be uppointed with power to c'leul with 
this mr.ttter und discuss it with .ttri.bbi Opher with ii. view to withctrnwing the r0sfgnu .. 
tion. The motion WfaS seconded by liir, Koenigsberg and cqrrieo.. ~hbb1 Goldstein 
nppointea. Rnbbis Isao.c Lo.ndmunf Bimon Kro.mer n.nd Joel Ctef'fen. 

III, COL.ililITTEE ON SCOPE 
Mr. Ch(iJ"les Krumer, Chu1rmun of this Committee, presented a tento.tive repo~t 

on o.reo.s of o.ctivity and methods of' procedure in est1-~blishing u tunotioning 
~yno.gogue Counoil. (Exhibit C). 

It wns moved tho.t the Committee meet ns soon o.s possible t nd dra.ft a. report 
to be sent to o.11 the delegc.tes n.sking for their comments; the cor.uni ttee then re­
vise the stn.tement to include nll tho suggestions und r..gn.in ciroulo.rize it to the 
deJ.egu.tes and present the fino.l report ut o. speo1.ul meetin~ of tho Sync.e;ogue 
Council to be called prior to the rQgulnrly scheduled meeting. Rabbi Jung moved 
thn.t vh en the Syno.go~e Counoil ho.s ncoepted the report, the constituent bodieEJ 
be asked to endorse it speedily. 

IV• kELIGIOUS hElil\.BILITi~TION OF illhOPEJ~ JmlhY 
Rubbi S1mon Kromer, Chuirmun, reported on the progtess of the Committee. In 

oe.rrying out the plan or .Amorico.n synaf;ogues o.ctopting purnllel syno.gor;ues in France 
we obtu,ined inf ormo.tion as to the noeds of tho various French communitios und, 
with the fassist£ .. nce of ittLbb i Simon L,:;..nr;er, the ropresenttLtivo uf French '1ewry in 
this count:r~y, orr;n.nizen. the inf'ormo.tion und sent u letter to the hubbis uctvising 
them or the resolution or the Syno.t;ogue Gouncil and urE;:1.nf,; them to uclopt one of 
the conf;regutions listod. He have to date received ubout 30 replies nnd numerous 
inquir1Bs • We hnve definite comrr1itments from severf.-u. oon~regntione • 

We have received soveru,l cor.ununioutione which s~oulsl be tnentiotieds l) From 
the Eu.ropefan Jewish Cultur u1 ·· Neoonstruotion Committee in y1h!.oh thoy present a re .. 
qt\e st fr om the Jewish community in Venice tor aid in thoir rtJl igious re com truot ion, 
2) Fr OM l{a.bbi Do.vid Wice, Cho.irmnn of the Centrnl Conference of J~erioci.n lto.bbis 
Committee on °W 4orld Federrition fot ?regressive Judnism str.ting thut this orguniznt1on. 
has a.eked him to unclertuke o. oampo.ign for funds to o.id this liberc.l reli!~ious move­
ment O but bef' ore pr ooeoding with the oumpo.ign he wuntoct to clefar with the Syniq;o g'-'.O 
0ounc 11 und see whether duplion.tion or efU'ort co.n be eliminl4tect m d coordination 
b~ effected,, 3) From dubb 1 Solomon Goldman of' Chiougo eta.ting tht .. t insteuc.i. of 
i...sking 1-ndlvictunl Amerionn oongregc-.. tions to udopt indiviclunl Frenola synagogues, the 
3y".'lt.tgo~e Counoil sho\:l.ld have underto.ken c.n intensive oo.rnpcdgn tor the religious 
:•· oh.abilit.!:ltion or Europe,n Jewry. 4) bevernl oonununicutions rcd.sint,; the q..lesti.on of. 
·~ho rolutlonship ot the o.doption plo.n to the work or the JDC Culturnl Commi ttae~ 
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V. TREJJ:iURER' S REPCR T 
Bo.l~nce on hund February 13th 
Recoipts from Februo.ry 13 to lpril 10 

$6,084.29 
11413.lq 

Totru. disbursoments from Feb. 13 to April 10 
~ 6,49'7.39 

l,938.0l 

Bul tnce on April 10th ~ 4,669.38 

VI~ RELIGION I~ THE PUBLIC 8CHOOLS 
Ro.bbi Rosenblumts report ordored incorpor ~te d in the minutes (Exhibit D) 

VII. RJJ)IO 
Ro.bbi Rosenblum's report for the ,fta.dio Coil1I!littee ordered incorpor .:..ted 1n 

the minutes, (Exhibit E) 

VIII~ COl\OiITTEE ON PEACE 
Re.bbi Rosenblum's rep art on the meeting of the Committee on l"tomic Inf ormation 

ordered incorpor a.tad in the minutes. (Exhibit F) 

IX~ PRl.YER BOOK F'OR THE ~ICK 
Rabbi Arzt' report ordered incorporc.ted in the minutes (Exhibit G) 

X. SCOUT COt:ThCIT' TEE 
R>a.bbi Berlir,.nt f s report ordered incorport..ted in the minutes (Exhibit H) 

The meeting was a.djourned ut 11 P. M. 

Respectfully eubm~ttod 1 

Benjumin Koenibaberg, beorctury 



E.xHIBIT A 
Ra:bbi Opher! a letter to Ro.bbi Herbert Bloom : . 

"I have your circular letter or February 14th a.dvisi ng me or the pro gr run of the Civic Service CoIIBnittee of the lDL to which you were appointed • . First let me say thr.t r' run deeply gro.tified tho.t you were a.elected for this post becuuae I know of no one in this entire country who could do· the work pr ojected by this Committee as adequately o.nd as devotedly o.s youraelt. 11 I huve, however, a number of very s erious misgivin[;G t:.bout the whole program and its sponsorship whioh I would like t o sh~~e with you bef ore discussing it with Dick G-utstti.dt, Mr• Henry Monsky or the orf'foers of the ~yno.go1.;ue Coundl• 11 1 am ~mong those who have for many years felt the need f or a service of the kind contemplated by the Civic Service Committee • I th:l.nk we JC:lws ho.ve devoted too muoh time und resources to propagandizing the outside world c.nd too little to strengthening, dignifying, deepening and enrichinG the lives of our own people moro.lly, _culturally and religiously. It is h:l gh time tht-t such rm endet,vor is undert o.ken. 
"As o. Ben B'rith of' many years sto.nding o.nd po.st president of one of the oldest lodges, I am proud a nd gratified tho.t the B1 no.i B'rith, wM.ch ha s been o. pioneer in every Jewish onuse, has given tttought t o this need and h tLs taken the initiative or implementing it• Theref ore I run nll the more anxi ous t o see tho.t the work is co.rried on effectively and under the kind of sponsorship thr-t will enhance ruther than hinder it. 
"on the other hnnd, you and I know of fr e quent charges directed ago.inst any Jew" ish defense work by anti-semite s of various shades who s c.y thn.t before tenching Gentiles not t o h[Lte Jews, we should tea ch Jews to behave. Vfe know the motive of such cho.rges and, I believe, we sho.ro the srune re action t o them. Therefore I feel tho.t o.ny endeavor· to lirt the mor al, cultural c.nd religious life of the Jews which would in any vmy be related t o defense work, by sponsorship, progrrun. or supervisi on would plv.y directly into the hunds of these enemies of Isr (tel • "I run certo.in you sho.re wi tllr me the oonviotion tho.t everything thrtt is good in Jewish life emo.no.tes fr om the religioh of Isr ael. When n project is motivated and activized by the Syno.gof,Ue it becomes purt of the cl£lss ical tr adition of Jewish life o.nd is organic to it. If divorced fr om the 8ynago6ile and fr om re­ligi~s influence the project is bound to deteriorate into shabby apologetics. "At the Pittsburgh meeting of the Council of Federations I uctvo.nced the view tho.t our defense ef'f ort would be better 1:1.nd more effectively carried on if it were done under the guidnnce of the off'icial religious leo.dership of' the Jewish co:mrn,.. • unity o.nd our interfaith activite s should certainly be conducted under such sponsorship. Mr. Gutsto.ctt, at the time, mo.y net ho.ve seen eye t o eye vnth me, but on other occo.sions when I have reiterated thnt conviction in his presence, I be­lieve he s o.w l ogic in my thinking . 

"Some time o.go , -m.en the ADL took the o.dvice of a single Ro.bbi and nuthorited the filming of o. mock desecration of a bynaGogue in Vfoshingt on He1. ghts, which shocked the religious sensitivities of the C01»ffiunity o.nd result ed in the famous diatribe of Bishop Mointyre, the Synagogue Council Executive Boo.rd pointed out t o ¥-r. Gutst o.dt that the advice of a single Rabbi wns certainly not enough in deter­mining the propriety of v. course of action in religious matters. But in e.11 such mutters the guidance of the official representntive religious b ody should be sought. At thut time Mr• Gutsto.dt a.greed thn.t whenever religious nm.tters will be considered by the i..DL, the Sync.gogue Council of 111!1el'ica will be consulted. I must so.y for Mr. G·a.tstudt and the 1.DL th r1t this policy hu.s been pursued f£Li thf'ully, t o the credit of b oth the JDL and the Syno.go~ue Council. 
"In my view, the program of the Civic Servioe Committee should be um.er the supervision of the Synugogue Council ofilmerica. If the /-J)L hRd deleguted this work to the Synnt,;o6ue Counci~ and indicated its readiness to finance it, I have no doubt tho.t the Syno.gosue Council would not only ho.ve seiiect upon the ideu o.nd g iven it all, the s e..notion 0.nd prestige of the three facets of Jewish religious lif'e "'.ju'; would !'.lso ha.ve endorsed your appointment, in view of y our goi od name and ;'8r1;fa .. tion, to direct 1t. With your permission I will convey this thought to tl.l~" 11cnsky and Mr• Gutstadt • The more I contemplate this mutter, the more deeply 'I n.u1 convinced that this project must fo.11 under the o.uspioes of the JDL. i:vfith wormest personal greetings and with best wishes, Sincerely yours," 

E\.F.iIBIT B 
PJ.n~icl~utive Report, April, 1946: "Following is o. summary of the activities o~ t ·'l e f.yno.gogue Council of Arlericu since ita last meetinG: i . RELI GIOU& WELFJJ{E; l) We h c~ve carried 011- negotio.tions with the N. Y. Fecl.f, .:•-·" --: .i_on cf Jewish Cho.rities protesting the practice of sane of its Ei.gencie s whc mu:,_. .' ·~ a.:•£';:' 1:-;,; .. l t for their employees to observe the Sabbath and holic.ays and urg:i.::.[' 
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u chcm~;e in these prnctioes. We hope thut we ho..vo mnde s one impression upon thee o 
ugencios,, s:;..m1l u.rly, we hnve writton t o u number of s chouls o.nd 1.1.niversi ties who 
have beon scheduling entro.nco exumin• ,.tions on the on.bbt~th ur~ing them t 0 c ha.~o 
the exnminution d ay for Jewish students. Ue ho.ve beon successful in s omo ouses • 
2) At the roquest of the Jewish 1'/u.r Vetor uns, we considorec~ tho mt..tter of the 
pv.rtioipntion of the J'~N in u. E;enorul urmy pur n.de 1rchodulod f or the St..bbnth of 
April 6th. l"t the meetinf; of' our txnoutive Corr1mittee on ~,It:.rch 13th we n.dopted 
the following res olution i 11 The oync..~op .w C0uncil of' •ll!10ricc. is opposed in prin­
oiplo to of'fioio.l Jewish purticipution in socul tu public p:,..rn.des un the ~nbbo.th. 
Well considored publicity given to suoh nor ... ,p<.rticipt.,tic•n cuul d h:...ve un invulua.ble 
et"feot on Jewish mor L.le o.nd n.lso on Jewish cd ~nity ru10. st u.tus in the e;ener r.l oomrn .. 
unity. However, when, in exceptionul cir cumst t~nc <;; s, l J tJvn.sh t.;:"OUp f'eels tht~t it 
must be represented in c. patriotic pur nde on the Snbbtcth f or its Jewish self re- · 
spect, it shouami mnrch without uny ·we npons or impodimontu t.:.nn h(..Ve necoss (l.ry 
b 11?lners ct..rrie d by non Jov,s." Ho convoyod this rE:Js oluti n t tho JJ-N t•.nd r e leased 
it to the press• We were o.dvised that tho J ewish Hur Vet 1r uns wili abide by the 
decisions of the Bynt go6ue Council in r~ll m:..,ttors pertd.nin~ t v r li~;ic.,us 
observr.mce. 3) At the request of the Council of Jevd.sh Communitios of Bohemia., 
Moro.vir. end blovakir., we took notice of' the observEinco of 1iurch 13th t\s the !mni­
verso.ry of the first mn.ss ncre of close t o 4,000 Jevrl sh men, w men £..nd children in 
the concentrntion co.mp ut Osvioim nnd culled upon the Rubbis to mention these 
mv.rtyrs ut knd.0.ish on tho.t day. 4) Since our l nst meetinc;, the Jewish religi -;us 
nwurd for tho Boy Scouts, the Ner T~.mict uvmr d. , wus riloptcd rmct the progrnm of r o­
quir e~ents wns apprcved by our Executive Committee . Rr.bbis Sulit, tserlio.nt [ nd 
Opher were d.esignn.ted by the Jow:tsh Committee on Scoutin i~ t o he ad the Ncr T·1mid 
committee• 6) The Girl Scouts o:f JJnoricu h t'. ve uske d us t o prep[..re u Jowish 
so.bb o.th service f'or girl scouts which mir.;ht be used in ull children's c r- mps. The 
Committee wi.11 report on the progress of thi .. t work. 6) The pr ayer book f or the 
sick is nov, close t u completion. The munuscript hus been !?' epn.r oc.l, edited by the 
committee and is neurly reucty for public c..tion by the Bohrmu.n Publ1 shinb Hous e • 
Rnbbi Arzt will report on the work of' thu.t Committee. 7) Requosta f' or the 
Synr.f,Of';UO uttenduncu l0ufl0t continue t o cone in. Close t o 60,000 huve o.lro r..dy 
been distributed. Among the non-synngo~;ue orr;nnizations thnt h '.V o distri.bute d it 
t;o thetr membership ure the Nu.tiono.l Council or Jewish '\ifom0n, tho Jowish W•elf are 
Boo.rd, B1nq1. B1 rith, the No.tional Associo.tion cf Jevrish Educution, l\moricun 
Fedor o.tion f'or Pol1.sh Jews und u numbor of other f'r ut ern: l bodies. -~,e believe 
thut ulonf; wj_th the next cwnpt, ign of the United Church Ct~nv:.,ss we co.n stimulute 
locul communities to muko full use of' this leu.fl0t in or tor to encour nt-_;e synngo buo 
uttendunce rmei the observunce o:f tho s1:~bbuth. 

IT. INTEh.FJITH ~CTIVITIB~: 1) In e.nticipi.tion of the meotins of tho Security 
Co,1.ncil in New York, Dr. Walter Vu.n Kirk :for the FEJcler ul Council of' Churches nnd 
t }:J writer f' or the Symi.~;o r;ue Council, requeste d the Junericf.n dcde €_;ntion t o use its 
i :.'"·.~ iu ence vii th the othor delegr.tic)ns to open the sess 1.ons of tho v~ious c:.gencios 
of tho UNO with pro.yer • Tht.t this pr .. ctice ht.s not been ost t-blishe tt d oes not 
me m tht. t the request ho.s f; C.me unheedod. In hny evont, tho joint uppu ul of tho 
Protesto.nt t.nd Jewish religious bo ies h1 .. s u so.luto.ry effect. 2) As vms reported 
ut the l ust meeting, o. j oint cunference of' representutiv~s o:f the federnl Council 
of Churches, the Nt tionnl Ccttholic '\J lel:f :1.re Conforenoe t.nd. tho ~ym:-.. r;ogue Uouncil of 
.America. wo.s held in N(::v, York on 1'"'obruu.ry 18 emu 19 ru10. cons iu ered the mor nl 1.m .. 
plicutions of industrinl relo.tions. The procee dings ure uvuilnblo to o.nyone who 
wiehes t o peruse them. The result of the Contor onoo wrls tho ~ppointment of a 
Committee of" three, c onsistini; of Dr .. Cwner on Hull or the Feder ,l Council, 
Father George Hig~;ins of the Cutholic Conf'ercnoo rmu kubbi ,~on Opher, unci en .. 
trusted with the tusk of" sUIJUTll;.rizinf; tho oont"orenoe in tho f'ollowinb 10-point 
stutement: 11 1 ~ The mor o.l lo.w must govern the economic orctor; 2 • Tho r0s our ces of' 
life V,iven in trust by G~d to mun f or high purpose; 3. Tho purpose of economic 
life is sociul enhnnoement of ull; 4. The principle of' vocution; 6. Tho profit 
motive must be disciplined by the moral motive; 6. E,'thionl v nlues u.re achieved 
throogh social units - the question of' orgr:.nizntion; 7~ ~oci.ety is indivisible "" 
one eoonomio world; a. Fro.mework of rel~tionship botweon those units• collDctive 
bnrguining, use of' power; 9. Fair employment practice; 10, One world - inter­
nutionu.l economic corulity. 11 It is hopod that this stutoment will be randy f'or 
puhlioution us a joint sto.toment br M01 1st. Vlhen this is uocomplished, we bo .. , 
lieve it will carry the same weif;ht us the Po.ttern t"or Peuoe. the joint Cuthol io " 
Protestt1.nt ti.nd Jowish stutement on pence issued three yet.rs r1.go. 3) It muy be of 
interost to the dolegntes thnt the Unitect Church Co.nvt~ss, u joint enda!lvor of ~,.,. 
Sy.w.goE-,-ue Council ::.na tho li"edort1.l Council of Churches, ~s mocle such o. deep 5":1., 

pr ~ss1.on upon the oountr;y thu.t on Liuroh 30th the Public Kelutions J~sociu:l-:i.c:1 ;., :,:, irf. 
'J..~ t :i'J a.ward for the best perf'ormu.noe in publ1o relations 1n tha field of r 8 i ~r:.r ~ 



for the year 19~6. Dr• Stuber, Mr. Quimby c.ad ko.bt,1 Opher wore in Uashington to 
recetvo this o.wr.rd. which wns presented. in a beo.utiful r..nd stimulo.ting pul,lic cer­
emony presidec. over by the Secretary of Agriculture. 4) This yeor No.tiono.l t,o.mily 
Heekt which is jointly Sl)OnsoreCL by the Federr l Council of Churches, the No.tiom 1 
Co.tholic Holtr....ro Conference u.na. tho &ynr;igo r,uo Couno1.l of J;nericn, will be observed 
Mo.y 6th to 12th, The President of the United Stntes · uf.; ~.in issued c. str.tement en­
dorsing tho obsorvunce und o. gremt deol of no.tion r.:.l publicity wus given to the 
joint sponsorship of this progrum. The Jewish i>rogr :..m f or l'~t:.tiono.l !4'(1.JTlily ••eek 
this yec~r wn.s prepo.rod by o. Committee he(ldect hy Rubbi Bruv, Uh(, irmun of the 
Committee on 1Inrrit.1.ge o.nd the Farr1ily of th0Ct;1J{. Copies of tho l e uf'let on tho 
Jewish pr O[;rom h".ve been sent to 0.ll the Ri..buis in the country• 

IJJ. GENEn1l., HELFiJtEt 1) l .. t the invit r .. tion of the Pr 6sident of the United 
Stutes, Rabbi Herbert Goldstein wus o.ppointed o. member of the FJnergency Housing 
Campo. ign along with reprosenti:.t ives of the Cntholic (met i'r ottlst unt f ui tha • 1'he 
purpose of this oarapo.ign is to appefal to the churches und synnbo611est0 oooperute 
in a pr ogrrun to share the housing vri th r eturninr; eervicomen• 2) 11,f;nin o.t the 
invito.tion of the Pr~sident of the United Stutes, ~o.b~i Herbert Goldstein wns 
appointed n member of the Fumine Energenoy Council, whose purpose it i ·s to.Vl)rk 
out o. food conservation progrnm in this country in order to spare enoubh food for 
shipment to the aturvin~ poople of the world, The Sync~~o~;ue Council ho.s asked 
the !\abbi.s of the ccuntry to ouoperute in this oc.mpc.ign o.nct. suggested a µ- ogrwn . 
of activities for lo.onl oongref;ntions. 3) At the request .of the U. ~. Deportment 
of Lo.bar, the ~ynngor;ue Council ha.s pc~rtioipo.ted in Et ownpo.ign to afford jot 
opportunities to returning servioomon in cooper u.tion vrl.th the U. & • &ipl9yment 
Service. 4) In o.ccordunoe with the dee is ~.on of the Council v.t its liist moetiq,; , u 
Committee of the Council, under the 0hr.irmo.nship of Dr• Joseph t~it~in, prepp.red 
o. sti:.itement on pen.oetime milita.ty conscription urging the postponement of oon­
gressiono.l action on this meo.sure until the country unc _tho world ~re prepared to 
view , it dispo.ssionute.ly, o.nd. asked for the opportunity to u.p~ir before senute 
committee hearings on the penuing b ill. 5) The .t'resict.ent of the bynat;ogue Council 
hue been uppointed ns one of the offioiul observers ut meetint,;s of the ~eourity 
Council. 6) In o.ccordo.nee w5'th the decisi.on of the Council ct its lr...st meeting, 
we oornr:ru.n1on.ted with the Federnl Council of Churchos nnd the Nntiono.l Cuthol1o 
Welfare Conforence o.n~ c.sked their coopert .. t5on in o.n ,tttempt to modify the 
imnigration law which is going into effect next Octobor in such r.i.anner as to µ- o~ 
tect the ci.tizenshi.p .of non .. no.tive-born American olorgyr.i.en serving abroo.d. Our 
Legislative Conu:1ittee has been dSked to p-epare un amendment to the luw ond clefl! 
it with the. Cutholic nnd Protesto.~t fuiths who promised their dooperution in 
uppeo.ling for the inolusion of s'4ch un runendment in the law before it goes into 
effect• 7) The Synagogue 'Jounoil conttnw d its represento.tion nd cooper ntion 
with the Federution of Atomic ~oientists und helped in u movement to moralize 
the use md oontrol of o.tomic energy. J-...t hhe lnst. meeting of the Executive 
Committee o. resolution wc,.,s adopted urging civilinn control of utomic energy. Th~ 
resolution wus wired to the Senute Connnittee deuling with domestic legislution 
on the oontroi or o.tomio energy. 

IV. Jr..'\/!SH \,/ELFAAE: 1) The .:>yno.gogue Council sent v. stntement to the Governor 
and members of the Logisl~ture or the 8tute of New York supporting the Austin­
Muhoney Bill designed to extend the functions of the Anti-Discriminution Commission 
of the st,:te to bt~ discriminutioh in instituti one or higher le nrning. 2) A 
Committee, hended by Ho.bbi ~imon Krumer, chcxged with the execution of the 
syno.gogue E.'.dopt1on pr ogro.m, hus mude u fine beginning by OC1vis ing the 1!-0:bbis of 
the country of the program of the religious needs of French Jewry und fandlhri1ing 
them with the synugogue adoption· plu.n. Ro.bbi Krnmer will report on -the progress 
of this Committee. 

V. COOPEkl\.TlON HITH JEWibH CRG11.l'SIZLT;or-.::H L) In cooperr~tion with the JDC, the 
Syno.~ogue Council onl.led to the o.ttention of the Hubbis or the country the 
&upplie s for Overseus Survivors co.mpa.ign and wus instrunentnl in mu.king the ~OS 
oompo.ign successful,. 2) He ho.vo boen in oommunioution with the NCiU\.C with o. view 
to el'teotuuting the resolution adopted by the Synagogue Council o.t its la.st 
meeting for the establishment of a Joint Consultutive Com.~ittee on religious in­
struction 1n the publ1o schools o.nd tor the onll1ng of o. jClint oonterenoe to re­
view this a ubjeot. ko.bbi \•illio.m F • kosenbll,un, who nppe n.rect before the Executive 
Committee ot the NCkJ.._c, will report on the notion of that body. Meonwpile we also 
r eoeived o. reqwst from the NCdJ1.C to explore the possibility moro fully of the 
Synagogue Council u.pplioution tor membership on thELt body. l..s you will recull, 
the one obsto.ole to our p- evious c.ttempt to join the m001bership ot the NC!U .. C wo.s 
the UAHC. Vie hope thut the Union mo.y now be prepared to continue i ta membership 
in the NCkJ.C e.s pnrt of the Syno.gogue Council :i elego.tion. ·a) The set ot principles 
whioh we adopted at our lo.at meeting tor the J'w/B.t;ynngot,-ue Council Consulto.tive 
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Comi-iittee was discussed by the Executive Board of the JWB and 'they recommended 
the following corrections: In the first parngrnph tho worcts "the mnny instt.:.nces 
oi' 11 shoulct be on1tted - the sentonoe thus rec.ding "Tho Joint Consultative 
Cummi ttee or· the SynQ{.;or;ue· Council o.nd the J'dB wn.s broui;ht into being because of 
the feeling that (the many instunces of) friction between synugcgues nnct vo.rio\E 
cormnu.nity centers were symptoms of o.n underlying mis conception of the relo.tionship 
between these two vitol 1nstltut1onso 11 They o.lso SUf,f;est thut purhgr(Lph 4 be 
omitte~ in its entirety. This is the pc.rugre.ph ret...d1.nb 11 The Committee could o.lso 
help to formulate plo.ns, or enrich them, looking tow~~rd u hetter ind.octrinu.tion 
of center workers with the o.ims o.nLl content of Jucl4ism hnu of rubbis with the 
a1.ms und purposes of Jewish socio.l work. 11 They would liko to know our reuotion to 
these suggestions. Since kubbi kosenblum ho.a resibnee1. his Chcirmo.nship of this 
Committee o.nd since the Conservhtive bodies hevo u much mure direct interest in 
it thv.n our other constituencies, it is hereby reconu:iendecl th ,.t o.nuthor Comrn:ittee 
be uppointed, chnired by u Conservt.tive kubbi in order th1.1.t the great noect for co­
opero.tive effort between the center movement c.nd the synu.goguo not be let go by 
riefo.ult. 

E)lIIBIT C 
rloport of the Committee on Scope: 

Respectfully subr.iittect, 
rtubbi Ahron Opher 

Unfortu~'.tely, the Comr.iittee which wo.s designuted for the ·purpose found it im­
possible to meet with the Chu.irmo.n on the evening schedulect, Ji.pril 4, 1946. rlenoe 
this is not n. Committee report but ruther u. st::...tement of the writer rs viowpoint 
formulnted utter uiscussion with sin~le members of the Conunittee, not, however, 
representing their viewpoint. It is hope~ thut ufter ctiscussion from the floor 
rosolutions muy be adopted unanimously which will become the busis for the 
Synv.gof,ue Council progrum, to be enlo.rf:~ed upon ufter study by the Committee which 
should continue in office for that purpose. 

It must be agreed that presently whutever resolutions are c.dopted should be 
within the scope of the existin6 constitution as otherwise the constituent parties 
must be called upon in formo.l mtJiner ·to r ntify o.ny chc.nge in structure so thut 
they muy thereufter be deemed to be bound and to not 1.n agreement on such 
uctivi ties which the Synugop;ue Council will undertc..ke • 

There must be agreement on the suggestion that in n. oountry founded -on the bed• 
rock of religion, ou- JewiSJ. people can best be representecl thrc)ugh (1.nd by n 

✓religious body such o.s the 8yno.goQ1e Council of J:.Jneric4 which hus n.s its con- , 
sti tuent membership o.11 lay o.nd ro.buinic religious org~ nizecl bodies in 1.mericn. 

It must o.lso be self-evident thnt thti organized syru-.~oE;ue is [ net must be the 
V voice of the Jewish people of this ccuntry in o.ll mL..tters pertt~inin!b tu our re-

ligion und our people us u. wholeo In view of the necessity of enlcu-ginf; und 
enriching the synagogue o.ncl to tLchieve united (.:.Ct ion of tha Conservutive, Orthodox 
o.nd Reform groups o.nd to mo.ke the synugogue truly represent~~tive, th& Sym gogu~ 
Council of America. as now constituted must be the ngenoy for that purpose ana its 
constituent members should plectge full support for u progrrun which will hL-ve for 
ts primnry purpose enrichment of Jewish life through its reli6ious ins titutic,ns. 

As the represent(~tive voice of c~ll Jevrry on mutters pertuininp; to the Jev,ish 
people us v. religious people in this country, o.ll pronuuncemonts, nll public 
sto.tements, ull representutions of fuith in God o.nd country sh0uld emnno.te from 
the Syl'll'.gogue Council o.nd ull constituent boaies shoula therE:tfore ugree thut when­
ever the governing body deems it ooviauble thn.t a public stutement be mnde or is 
called for, thHt stf.'-tement emr.no.te from the Council en.ring the imprint u.nd en ... 
dorsement of all its constituent members. 

/ In o.11 mc.tters perto.ining to the re,ligious lite gener:~lly i·.nd pl rticulo.rly of 
V ~?e Jew in ill!lericu representution should be by nnd through the Synngo~-ue Council, 

whether it be in representation bofore public bodies or before our own people. 
In all relutionship with aimilc.rly orgunized nntional reliEious bodies of other 

fuiths o.nd <bnomino.tione, represento.tion spould be by nnd throu~h the &ynngogue 
Counctl through duly desi gnnted representr.:.tives of the Conservative, Orthodox and 
keform groups constituting the Synngcgue Council. ror this purpose def1n1te 
o.p;encies should be ostn.blished ln mninto.ininh public relations with our own people, 
with similc.,rly organized religious groups of other fru.tha nnd denominutiona, und 
in furthernnoe or the religious program of all oors ti tuent members. kudio nnd 
other menns or ranching the public should be employed, with the µ- oviau thut each 
group should be represented in such publio proi~rum but thut thore be aupervidon 
of uttero.noes in publio or the public ?"ess or by rudio, vrl.th the ::rlvianbility ot 
careful selection or suoh representutives anct those ctesignated to present the voice 
of cnr Jewish religion, not by wv.y of censorship but to give reoogn1t1on to the 
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T'1.ecec;cit.y tha.t au.oh uttero.nces will rather present n united voice thnn a. private 
01-• ~·: ~ r -~-- or c. p .irti :nd.u-r group opinion • 

. -..i:.: ·, o d 'lr~:1 :~li.nr:d.or.s which ure now curried on by n.ny or ull 0f the cunstituent 
bor~i ~s s :.;:oep•;-;1ng ua above set forth, any enlargement of such functions sh ulci 1e 
tr..--c·,.1g)'. ~V.C!' constituent boc..ies exc0ptine:; o.s they will C'..>nsont in order tu obt ,.in 
mo::7'8 ...1.11ii'ied nncl greater o ctivity in c nrrying uut thut function, thn.t the Synagov,ue 
Cu .. .ffc:.J tf..1.ke ever such function or uctivityn 

i\.o to uny new project or function, unanimity should fir st be arrived nt by 
ix .. q1:.i:"'y th!-ouf,h the governing bodies or governint~ ucents of const:ttuent membershipo 

./ Thi: C£'.n r eo.dily be nttnined if prior tu undertnY.inr~ u. nov1 1.ctivlty rn.4 function 
thcJ mutter. be submittecl to the Executive Corimittee; thct r..f'ter such prelimino.ry 
di8 i" '.~asion or agreement ench group so represented on the Exocuti·vo Committee tnn.ns­
mi-r. to :1.ts f;mre:n-.ing body for approvul or rejection such ;-r oject or uctivity with 
the :-ec;omrrv=J:..1.do.tion of the Executive C0mmittee £1.s adopted ht n. reg;ulnrly con­
sti-t-.1.n;('d rr.eeti!l.g; this to bo done sufficiently before t ·. rep;ule.r meetinf; of' the 
ent:i.r '9 1:i.cm.be~1Thlp of the Council so thct eu.ch group so represented cun huve t .dvice 
nnd 1.netruction from its governin~ hody, with opportunity for d:i soussion before 
the m~eting of the generrl body culled to oonsidur the mutter. In follow1ng such 
n. pla.n controversy will be uvoidod Wld unt-.nimity necossu.r1.ly nchievod if the 
proje~t or ('.ctivity merits the sur ort of euch cunsti tuent org;nnizntion~ Lvoided, 
nut"Jr o.lly, vnll be the contention th(1.t the project ur c.ctivity is now, thut there 
hnd :1.ot hoen opportunity for di sous sion und thut therefore a.ct ion ca.nnot be to.ken 
until o. lo.tor meeting, followinc C1.dvico and instruction from E;OVerning bodies of 
constit·,Ient members• 

Filtered through these groups it will become unnecessary to deal with eu.ch u.nd 
every syno.guguo o.nd eo.ch and every ro.bbi of the congregations represented hy tne 
constituent groups o v,'here euch synagobue und ench r~bbi is Ct'.llod upon to support 
the proj•::)Ct or o.ctivity:, tho governing bodies of the constituent orgc1.nizl tlons 
hcvin{~ o.:;_)prcwed the projoct or plo.n, it co.n then 'Jest contuct its memborship t..nd 
r£.bbinict.l lo.y lettdership to insure the success in o u.rrying out of such projeot 
or o.otivityo 

There co.n be no bus is for un o.rgument thu.t the Council us such will be hwnr,e red 
thrcur-;h the suf;gested process, giving consiuerution first t) the fa.ct thut there 
is usuully sufficient time for prior discuasion, study und ugreemont wj_th r egulur 
meetings of the Council scheduled bi-monthly; seconuly, that whero public pro­
nouncement ls necessnry this procec1ure is not required, only the consent of the 
executive body being necesstu-y o.nd, whero ndvisnhle, consent obto.ineu from the 
governing bodies by telegraphic or telephone communioo.tion thruugh tho representu­
tive on the executive committee of eo.ch constituent body. 

Concerted notion is v.dviso.ble to p- event lo.y orgu.niz o.tions from J. cting for and 
on behulf of otr Jewish people in mntters P3 rtu.inin~ to our people r.s o. whole. An 
ngroement should be urrived at with such luy orgn.niztlt1ons, thu.t in such r.iqttors 
the ~ynngogue Council, representing ull religious groups, is the most fitting 
represonto.tive un<l its voice is the most potent in this regard. 

This does not mean thu.t luy orgnnizutions mo.y not udc. their voice to th~.t of the 
·yru...gOf;Ue Council but that in purticulr.r mutters pertuining to religion und re­

ligious life in this country representhti n should be by unu throubh the Council. 
Givin~ consideration to the times hriL the necessity f r constunt vigilunoe, it 

is importunt tho.t the Council be strengthened through fixed f~.nnnchl support by 
its constituent members nnd thr...t n.ny deficit in the buclget urrivod u.t v.rill be ob­
to.ined by rogulf).r contributions from the communities throughout the United Stutes, 
not for one yeo.r but for euch nnd every yeur 0 

There nust be un office which operl1.tos uuily, supplied w1.th oom-r:etent ~ rsonnel. 
There must be c-c comµ3 tent director of reoc,gni zed stuture und ubili ty who wi 11 ho.vo 
complete eu11port of the constituent grou:?s and whc will r.ct us executive officer 

• in faddition to ussisting the president for the time hein~ o.na :5.n clue course, so 
tho.t nmttere coming before the Council oould hc.ve inunedint, uttention, rr ovis ion 
should be mude r or t1 secret£1l"io.t consisting of o. competent dt;signoe of each of the 
three religious groups forming purt of the Council. 

It muy he snid without contr~diction tho.t the prosent st~ture or the Counon nd 
its recognized plc,.oo in the community is tlue in o. very lurgt) mar.sure to the un­
tiring efforts of the officers und the r~ssisto.nt to tho president who hu.s given so 
generously of his time and ubj.lity 0 

Such discuss ion which hus recently taken plo.ce regt~rctinG progrn.m which ho.a result­
ed in ter.1por nry differences of opinion, should be deemed. off the record, nnd fu 11 
support und confiaence should be voiced in the officers now qcting us such, with the 
s inoere sugt;estion the.t they serve the roma.inder of their torms in the SW110 munner 
nnd with the sume zeo.l as heretofore. 

ktespeotfully subm1ttee1, 
Char le a P • Kr u.ner 
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;c", ,·.- :;~7 Corma1ttee on i<eligio\.B instruction in the Public ~ohools: 
• •~ -:-.· :.: 1~ as you:- represont l tive I I presided. f1.t the conforonoe held at the 

\:1 :.j , ·w Building on Jo.nut ry 17th, on the entire question c,f the newest devel opments 
i ::1. ~ t l;j teo.ohing of' religion in the public schools. A cvpy of the minut~s of this 
~o;·,£'m:•ence ia 1:.,ttuohed to this report. 

11 The o.ction to.ken whs to request the NCHi .. C to join w1 th the hynugogue Council in 
the establishment of n. Joint Comr11ttee f'or 1) Tho purr,ose of' i;iving informntion nnd 
guidance tu communities in which questions of rele r.tse tiM.e, nismis sul time, te11ch­
ing of religion in the school buiihllings themselvE:s, uncL u.11 mutters r.ffecting this 
question nris~. 2) To convene u plenary session on the subjeot of relig5on in the 
public schools under the uuspices of the two orgt.nizutions, to which would be in-
4V'i ted reprosentutives not only of the or go.nizu.ti ns includ0d in tho ~ynu{;o 6ue 
Council ~rrl in the NCfu.C but o.lso the eduoation£,l o.nd cornmun1.ty urgunizo.tions in~ 
terested in the mutter. 

"on Tuescluy nf'ternoon, April 2nd, I o.tt&nded an Executive Committee meeting of 
the NCHJ.C tc present to them tho recor.un.endtltions of the Januory 17th oonferenco • 
Mter oonsi.derable discussion, und due chiefly to the objections of the representn­
tive of the 1-uner icun Jewish Congress who felt tho.t we vrere not yet rendy to give 
service to communities, it wo.s r...groed to set up u joint comr.1itteo of the two 
o.bove-montionen orgnnizutions for the purpose of givinr; informc~tion of ex3.sting 
situo.tions und ulso of exploring the entire question further. The Executive 
Committee of the NChl\C did not feel tho.t this wa.s the time to join with us in 
culling n speciul conference because they were plunning to discuss the subject ut 
one of their plenary sessions t o which they wuuld wnnt to invite us. 

EiJIIBIT E 
keport of knd1o Committee: 

rtespectfully submitted, 
ko.bb i \lillitJll F • rtowenhlwn 

''This is o. personal . report because it deuls with mutters whlch fare to be br ought 
before the kudio Committee but which I wish t o pluco on th e record ut this juncture• 

11 1. I ht'.Ve mude further inquiry LS to the response to our r L..dio pr ogrnms on 
Mutu~l c,nci on VlOR • 

"2 • The general opinion of the people in rtld.io is th1:.t we hnve not presented our 
best preachers and thut in muny respects those who huve uppeu.r ed huvo not re ulized 
tho.t the Chupel of' the Air and the \!Ok programs ure not M.oimt to be biblical 
exigesis as much us tulks on the problems of life from tho religious point of view 
by leaders of the Jewish religio~. 

11 3. The ro.aio people do not feel thn.t we ought to muke our E ssignments on ny 
strict rttio within our ranks but solely on the preachint:; excellence of the spo:..i.kers. 
I ~gree with this view und whether the best m0n be orthodox, ovnservativo or reforn 
we ought to settls upon those who oo.n represent Juduism imct the ~ynuf;ogue Council 
to the boat a<Vnntuge on the radio. 

114. Thero 3 s to he u conferonco on reli t~ious r udio mc.ttors i,t Columbus whicil it 
is my hope to t,ttend. 

11 6. The whole quostion of Judnism o.n(t radio needs to be re-examined unct t 0 this 
end I huve o.lre ady sounded out those who are in charge of such pro 1;rom.s now. There 
is o. genoro.l d5 sposition, 'lt this tine, f or ouch group to hold on to vrhLt time it 
hu.s. This is to be understood but in so fur us p,r ely reli~irJUS uro~ro.ms ure con­
cerned it c.1.oes seem o.nomt1loua thut when Pesuch u.nct rtosh Hl'.shunnh, for oxo.mnle, occur 
thnt the message of Judaism on the r~dio should not infrequently be given by luymen 
or by ro.bhis under lo.y auspices when the ~ynuf;OGUe Council is prept red to sponsor 
theme 

"6• Rnbbi Opher ho..s the d.eto.iled. schedule f or our uppew-nnoes on the A1utuo.l u.nd 
WOR chains thus f nr • 

EXHIBIT F 
keport of Comnittee on Peuoe: 

rtespectfully submitted, 
rlnLhi Hillirnn ft'. nosenblum 

"The Chu.irman of' our Committee ho.a n.skeo me to report on my representution of the 
Council an the Nutionnl Committee on htomio lnformution. 

"Lust November we deci.ded to be one of' the sponsorinf; or~;o.niz 1.-tions und I ttended 
the orgo.ni zing committee moating of the Federhtion of 1 .. tomio bcient1sta in \fosh ington 
fron which the NCi1.I grew• 

"Since thELt time the NCil.I hns ctevelopect a.a un 1nformt.tion servioe on utomio energy, 
distributing pumphlete und bulletins nnd helping throu~ tho n.f'filiuted groups to 
eduonte tho country on the dcmgers of military control of C1.tomio energy o.nd tm 
better use to which it oun be put. 
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"I uttended u meoting or tho NCl'.I lo.st month, on Mnrch 26th. This wns held in 
the Dcp artment of Gomr.1erce Auditorium with 8ecreto.ry Wnllucc ,s o. spon.ker and 
spnnsor • It Wf.4S decided to cont,.nue the NCJ.I une1 to oxtend 1 ts _)ublicrtion, 
speo.kcr und other services. To this end n. budget or it least ~.i25 ,000 must be made 
c,.vuilo.ble sc.,on. The ~ynuf1og,"Uo Council 1.s one of the 77 ur 6t.nizations sponsorinE; 
the Council vrhich hu.s not muac uny r in ,mcinl contrU>ution. It should• 

111'/hile cognizo.nt o.r the fnct tht.t we t•.re not u money-r1.ch inst:ttu tion or 
genernlly in position to g1.ve suhvent1.ons I believe thr.t the vr irk of th1.s committee 
is so vitul thut we should tlt le ttst send ~·~100 e.s t. ner.1liurship c~mtribution or form 
of duos. 

110wing t , the r~ther anomo.lous positiLn I occupied nt these corf erences, being 
your representative unly on u 'proxy 1 bus is, as the Vicc-Uht~irm11n of your 
Committee on Peace ucting in plc.oe of Dr• LunC:.m: n, wh he.a been unc.blE, often t r) 
curry on been.use of illness (a situution which I um hr~pl)Y to se.y is now roing 
remedied in our colleague I s imor ovoment in he Ill th), the bynac;c ,cuo Uounoil is not 
represented on the Executive Bonrd or the NCl"'I • F't,thor Chmv, .y infurmed me, h w­
ever, thnt this vro..s to be corrected u.nct our body w1~s to be c.<1corcter1 equ ,\l status 
with other orgunizutiors on the Exocutive Committee. 

11 The NCJ"I is r n oduco.tiona.l r;roup composed of scientists, r0lit;ious leaders, 
men I s a.nd women's club houds n.nd s imilo.r public spirited citizens ull representing 
nutioro.l bodies such E .• s the General Focter~~tion of 1fomen I s Clubs, the ~c..tionul 
Catholic Welrure Council, the Fect.err~l Council c.nd the like. 

"It is provinr, more m1d more effective in the heurirg s £ t Hr..shingt n in work vn.th 
the press c..nct rc..d1.o o.nd in muny other cht nnels in implement inf~ off orts to keep 
o.tomic energy hnrnessed to peace. 

11 1 recorranond tho.t we mo.ke our oontribution and continue our membership. Our 
eto.tement on r .. tomic energy was received by the NCJ .. I with t...PI1' obro.tion nni 

II appreci£.tion. 

EXHIBIT G 

keppeotfully submitted 
ko.bbi Hillil\Ill ~· • rtosenbltun 

Report of Committee on Prlyerbook for the &iok: 
The Comr.iittee consists of Dr• Do.vid do Solu Pool, ko.b11 i .tiernuitd Buraber ger o.nd 

myself. The origino.l mo.nuscript wr.s submitted by !{ubhi hor,cr de Koven but it h 1..\S 
been r;ret tly runplified and embelliaheci. throu~ the p~instu.kin6 resew-ch c.,f rtut 1 
Joseph Murcus • It will include Prr·.yors, 1'1odit"tions r~nc~ rteo.cin1~s in Hebrew und 
English from the Bible, Tulmud, Mishra.ch und Mcdieve.l Hebrew L.,it0ro.tu.re ns well us 
nn o.mple number of or igirn: .. l prc.yers submitted by collef .. h1.les who ht...ve he.d spe oio.l 
experience us hospitu.l oho.plains• The manuscript is now beinr; ret,d by euch 
member of the committee• It wi 11 be put in fine l form by hc.bbi 1it rchs tmd will 
then be submitted to tho pul,lisher Behrman' s Book rlome. Ro.bbi t:munuo.l Groen of 
Behrmnn 1s ho.s been exceedingly helpful. The book sh)ulu be off the press ecrly in 
the fall o.nd we anticipute o. lurf;e circulo.tion, fhrough congregn.tions, ttn'ough tho 
rn.lJbj_s o.s vrell r-s through the persorn .. tl service dopurtmcnts of Jewish hospituls. 
It will fill n long felt need nni will be o. symbol of the hiLher spiritunl solidarity 
which unites us u.ll under the bo.nner of Judaism. 

EXHIBIT H 
Revort of Scout Committee& 

rtespeotfully submitted 
ko.bbi 1iwc Arzt, 

11 In u.ccordn.nce w:i th my duties us represent n.tive of the ~ynfaE;Ot;ue Council to the 
Jewish Advisory Committee for Girl Scouts, I ho.ve been in regular communication with 
Miss Bess s. Kro.nz, Advisor, Community helo.tiom Bureau. 8he ho.s Sl?oken to me re­
gurding u service for religious girl scouts to 'ie used on Erev ~htt.b~os unct possibly 
on Sunduy morninb, at the time when the othor r,irls will be ct their respE,c,ive 
religious worship. This work ho.s now exnu.nded a.net I believe it morits the attention 
of our ~ynagogue Council na to whether wo con possibly issuo religous service for 
all comp ~uthorities. Insomuch o.s they woul like sumo answer by the 29th, I believe 
tho.t eurly notion should be tulcen. 

"At the lust meeting of the Syno.f,;obue Council. I wu.s (..Sked to prcpure o. service for 
the girl scout comps, together with representu.tivos of consorvn.tive nnd reform 
bro.nohes or our &ynu.goh"\lO Council.. I regret to stute thi.t obl.igntions t1.. lreLdy 
ussumed ht.Ve preventer\ me from cnllinc this meeting uncl now with the question of 
oumps to be considered in o.ll its aspects, I frunkly boliove tht,t I will not be nblc 
to oo.rry out this ussig;nment und I hr~ve so informod our Prosidont, rtnbhi Her ert ~.­
Goldstein, nrd I suggostoa. to him th£~t he o.ppoint someone elso in my steud, so thut 
this Committee oo.n bebin to function u.1'¥1 render its findin6s to our Council. 
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"May I o.dd thv.t under the sinoere efforts of Miss Krunz, our Jevtiah "~visory 
Committee on Scouting is beginnin~ to function more ef'i'iciently o.nd meet more 
regulo.r ly, vti th a.not her meeting scheduled f or Aµ- il 29th. 

11 In reference to the work 01' the Boy Scouts, we huve wr,rkcd out, u.s you know, o. 
wr-itten memoro.ndum entitled 'Stando.rcts o.na Procedures f'or Kosh~1 r Dining Hulls'• 
These r~les were ucceptect by the Jewish u 1visory Conunitt e o undwe h~ve the o.ssurunoe 
of ~17. Al Nichols of' the Ten Mile kiver Co.mp thr.t they will be f'ollowed. At our 
meeting of the New York City Jewish Jilvisory Committee on Sooutint;, Juc. ge Uolclstein 
n.nnou noed the.t finunciul provisions would be macte f'or the enbi4;ing of' u Ko.shrua 
supervisor f'or the Ten Mile River Crunp. I hope thut further difficulties in the 
ko.shrus situv.tion will thus be eliminuted• • 

"There is unother question which should be discussed within the New York Jewish 
l~visory Committee, und tho.t reln.tes to the activities ut oump on the Sc.bbuth us 
1t a.ffects observnnt Jewish boys• Due to the wide Vf.~riety of interpretations 
given c~s to who.t is o.nd is not proper 1..n en.mp life, I hP.ve hesito.ted t o give my 
ovm ruling in the mutter. I believe it should be ctis cussed with represent o.tives 
of' the conservative und possibly the reform groups as well. 

11Regu.rding the Ner Tr.mid J\.Wetrd, mu.y I stnte tht.1.t the fir st €;r oup of boys were 
so honurect ut our New York City meeting on Mt..rch 27th, when the medals were pre­
sented by Judge Jono.h Golctstein4 Frankly, I believe thht they should hu.ve been 
given under the uuspices of the National Jevtish Jj_dvisory Committee, since the Ner 
Trunid is u project of thnt body. No other rabhis were present ut the ceremonies 
except myself', und o.s I was not called upon to apec.k, there wc.s no voioe of our 
Kti.bbinic groups hen.rd. I suggest thtLt futur0 presontutions be orrunged by yuur 
oornmittee o.nd representative r!:1.bbis be oa.lled upon to pu.rticipo.te, 

rlespectfully submitte ct, 
!tubbi ~Cll'nuel JJerliunt 
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UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA 

HERBERT 8. GOLDSTEIN, PIIH . 

AHRON OPHER, A■■T. TO THI: PIii:■ . 

Dear Colleague: 

18AAC LANDMAN, V1cE-PIIH. 
ROBERT GORDIS, VICE•PIIH . 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 01" AMERICAN RABBIS 
RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA 
RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

CHARLES P. KRAMER, HON . 811:C . 

MAX .. INK, TIIL'■ . 

April 30, 1946 

BENJAMIN KOENIG■■ERQ 
COIIII. sire. 

President Truman recently appointed a Famine Emergency Counoil for the purpose 
ot promuYgating a program of food conservation to the end that America might 
make greater shipments of food to Europe that mass starvation might •e alleviated. 

The President of the Synagogue Couno1 l was appotnted a meniber of this Council and 
asked to"'lolioit the cooperation of tho Jewish religious leadership in the food 
cont : vation program. 

We urge that, in your pulpit and congregational -.Ulletin and particulsrly through 
your wom•~•s organizations, you present the seriou1nesa of the world food situa­
tion and the imperati~•neas• ot aaswning a leu-ge share of the responsibility ot 
providing tood to a·ave mill~ons ot livea. 

We appeal to you to urge the houaewivea of your comrnu.nity to cooperate °Dy reducing 
the consumption ot wheat products ~nd otherwise by readjucing their diets in order 
to spare American tood for the starving people of the world. 

We are enclosing herew~th for your information a fact sheet on the famine 
emergency campaign prepared by the United States Department of .Agriculture 
which is charged with the adn inistre.tion of this campaign. We suggest that you 
pu•lish this in· your congregational Bulletin and read it at your woaen 1 a organi­
zation• meetings. 

With cordial greetings, 

-Sincer.,ly yours, 

Ra&bi HerDert s. Goldstein 

ka°Dbi Ahron 



Lc8T ,~E FORG!T 

U. S • DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
ottioe ot Intormation 

FAMINc. EMERGENCY CAMPAI~lf 

April 23, 1946 (Rev.) 

"Our own objective• are olear1 the object1Ye or smaahing the militariem imposed 
by •r lord.a upon the •~•laved peoples -- the objective of liberntin~ the sub­
jugated nations -- the objective of establi■hing and securing ••• FR;-: JIDOH FRO.~ 

WANT •• • everywhere in the world." 

-•Franklin D. Rooanelt 

Pren the nry beginning of World War II ,we ban had as one or our primary objective■ the pre­
Tention of death by famine. Pre■ ident Truman said on hie return from Potsdam in Au~st 19451 
"Unl••• we do what we can to help, w •Y loee ••• what we won." 

HIRE' S WHERE WE STABDt 

Beoaua• of the ef'reota or •r and aenre drought•, warld tood production per oapi ta has been cut 
12 percent below prewar. In oontinental lmrope, whioh no?'llllly import• 10 percent of it1 food, 
production •• 20 peroent below prewar leTela. Drought in Frenoh Horth Africa out food output 
to half of prewar -- turnin& an export area into a defioit area. Drought sharply reduced crops 
in South .Atrica. The wheat crop in Argentim •• two-third• or pr-r normal -- aeoond short 
orop in a rflfl• The Far Jaat ha1 le11 than one•tourth a1 •oh rioe for export to deficit area, 
a1 betore the •r• Food output in Japan 11 three-f'ourtha ot prewar. Production was below 
anrag• in .Australia~ India, China. Manohuria. Formoea. and •ny part• or Latin Amerioa. lhaaaia 
ha■ 1tepped up food production but 1• atill below prewar. 

While we in the United Stat•• have been conauming tood at a daily rate of about 3,400 calorie■ 
per peraon, the urban population in halt or Europe i1 exiating on lea, than 2,000 oalories and 
in acme areas lesa than 1.600 oalorie1 a day per oapita. 

Add up all theae and other fact, and the re•ult ia that 600 million people -- one quarter of the 
warld'• population -- are hungry today. Millions or th••• are atarYing. 

Colllitiona in tood-ehort countries ran~• all the •y from those or people who are eatin~ almost 
a1 nll a1 eftr to those or people who are dying in the atrNtl or by the roadaide. City pe"J>l• 
an g•n•rall1 worse ott than farm people. beoauae they oamaot grow their am rood. The poor. 
th• weak, the 1iok. and the haaele11 naturally ■utter the moat. The 1ituation or ohildren 1• moat 
tragio, 1ino• alll•rnouri1hllent oondemna them to penaneat deformity. •otional 1hook, and embit­
tered ■ind1. 

Dving the winter and ■pring the foal 1ituation beoaM 1t•d1ly wore• aa the hungry lands lind 
up the ... ger NaDalltl of th• laat barnat, with the nezt barnat 1till •ny week• a•Y• In 
111ny oountrie1 n1ene1 are gone. Their onl7 hope 11•1 ln 11bat they oan illport trca th• r .. 
natiau that haft 1urplu••. 

IINti!f the 01"1111 of atarT&tion until new harn1t1 o-. la th• r1r1t neoea1ity. Enn atter 
Gt.he world 11 expeot.a to re•ln 10 1hort or rood that ... rgenoy progra• •Y be needed 
to aTert a n .. ori1 ia a1 1tookl dwindle in •rl7 19''7. 

II THE DIIVEl'S :SF.A.Ts 

!be Pre11dat•a fuine --a•noy Ccwittee ot lS -bere with tol'ller P"aident Hoonr a1 honorary 
ilialnaan and Ciieater C. iii • a1 ohainian, to1"11ulate1 guiding polioie1 or the pro~ra11 to help teed 
tile ■taning aillion1. Upon reo«-aeadetion ot thi1 oomitt•e• the Preaident ha1 appointed a 
ational Peaine ieergenoy Counoil ot about 126 ••bera to take the lead in their organiaati~na 
Ulll area• to explain both the need1 and the .. thocl1 tor tood oon1el"'fttion. The Counoil al10 
••lalta reo011Nndatione. 



Th• Department or Agrioulture baa administrative responaibility for carrying out the program. 
seoretary or Agriculture has appointed ~tat• Managere (State Director■ of the Production and 
Marketing Administration) and County Manager• (County ACP Chairmen) to spearhead the Famine 
&nergency campaign throughout the 00\:ntry. 

WHAT .A'E CAN ALL D01 

1 - £AT L"SSS /IHEAT PRODUCTS AND FAT~ auch a1 bread., cereals., m1,oaroni., piea., oookie1., 
cakes., salad dressing., etc. 

2 - WASTE NOTHING. Dress up lettovera. Buy no more than you can use. Clean your 
plate. Re-use, then salvage kitchen rata. 

5 - SERVE VOllli PLENTIFUL FOODS 1uoh aa potatoes, egge., poultry., f'i■h., truite and 
vegetables in season. 

, - KEEP UP YOUR VICTORY GARDEN and preaerYe food at home. 

ACTION BY THE GOVERNM~NT1 

President Truman announced., on Februar : 6, a nine-point program to supplement the record f'ood 
1hipaenta w~ich have been going into devastated countriea. In rapid 1equence., the Department 
ot Agriculture issued a serie■ or orders to control and limit the domeetic use of wheat and 
the other grains 1 

The 

Miller■ were ordered to extract 8~ of the wheat•• flour, thue getting about lo,( more flour out 
of' a buahel (rates are 85% to 96% in moat other countries). 

Uae of' grains by feed mixers waa reduced drastically., and uae or edible flour in mixed feed 
prohibited. C0111Deroial uaera• inventori•• of' flour am wheat were limited. 

Uae of wheat or wheat products for producing alcoholic beverage• •a prohibited, uae of any 
grain for thi ■ purpose out ■ eve rely., and u1e or grain for industrial alcohol prohibited. 

Purchase of grains to feed hogs to h•vy nighta., cattle to higheat grad••• or poultry beyond 
oertain restrictions waa prohibited. 

Millers were required to reduce production of flour for dcaeatic conaU11ption to ?5% of the 
quantity distributed in same month• of 19'5. 

Food manufaoturer1 were required to limit uae of wheat in •nufacture ot product• tor domeatio 
haan oon■umptio·~ to 76% of the quantity uaecl in suae month■ or 19'6. 

OPA and the Department of Agrioulture adjuated ■u'be1diea and price ceiling■ on lin1took and 
graiu ao a■ to encourage •rketing and reduoe feeding of' grein. Thia meaeure waa aimed 
particularly at offaettint recent trend• toward feeding to heavier weights. Ceiling prices or 
graiu were increased to the parity leTelas expected to preT&il for the next few months. 

The Department of Agriculture announced a "wheat oertiticate plan" enabling fanNr■ to deliver 
wheat now., when it is need~d ~oat., and to take adftntage of any poaaible increaae in wh•t 
prio•• before April 1., 1947. Payments to certitioate-holding producers a■ of a day in l9t? 
•7 be reported for taxes aa 19t7 income. 

A bonu■ of 30 cent, a bushel ii ottered farmera for wheat delivered under the oertitioate plan 
by May 26. The Department or Agriculture will al■o buy SO million buahel■ of oorn trom pro• 
duoer■., tor which a 30-oent■-a-buahel bonua 11 al■o ottered.. In addition, the Department 11 ottering to bay an unlimited amount or oatmeal and large quantitiea or whole oat• tor relief purpo1e1. 

The Office of Detenee Transportation ha• given tran1portation prioritiea to food■ that a,- to 
be ■hipped abroad. Other afenclea - ■uoh a, the State Department, the Department ot C~ro• 
the War Shipping Maini1t,- ion, the War and Navy Department■ •· han llkn1.1e taken poa1,1n ' 
1tep1 to oarry out the Preaident •• prograa. 



M ••retaa ot A&rioultur• Ame re on ••id I ·Th••· ........ haTe been taken only out ot dire n .... . 
11'7 lo M argent relief ned, ... We are taoed with a aiwation in whioh eftry additiaaal buhel 
of , .. 1n that oan be 1avecl in thi1 oountry will ■an additional 11.,., abroad ••• Tb••• ... ,urea are 
not a nb1titute tor Toluntary oonaenation ettort,. They will help to naoh our objeotina, lNt 
there will be oantinued nNd tor n•ry bit ot ••Ting that oan be aoocapli1hed by eTery penon in 
thia oCNDtl"J, eapeoially 1arlng1 ot oenal greina and grain prodaota." 

TO DIPBASIZl1 Conaene food, eapeoially bread. Cut ••t• to the bone& Amerioa 1till thron 
a•y th• rioheat garbage in the worid. It 11 e1ti•tecl that & peroent or one 1110• out ot en17 
loaf ot bread baked eyery day goea into garbage. 

Cut dOWD on th• u1e or wheat roduota auoh •• bread •oaroni • etti brealcta1t o•r•l• 

Firet or all, buy ,o peroent l••• of th••• o011111oclitie1. Then uae up all you bay. Bread, tor 
aa•ple, can be oonaenecl by keeping it cool and moi■ture proot. It bread ~et• hard uae it tor 
toaat, puddin&• or oruab delicaoiea. In place ot bread, u•• potatoe,. One ••11 ••"ing or 
potatoe1 approximately equals a ■ lice ot bread, nutriticnally. In1tead of oakea, oookiea, pie, -­
u1e truit1 •• deaaert1. 

It eftry Aaerioan will save two 1lioe1 ot bread a day, that will equal the daily 
br•d raticma ot 20 million 1tamng people. 

Jata and 0111 are deaperately needed I They' re needed for food to aintain a 11ini1U1D leTel ot 
health -- and they're needed7'or 1oap to fight disease■ now rampant throughout' Europe and Asia. 
Here•• what all or u1 can doi 

Ql l••• fats and oil•. Make uae of every poeaible ounce or "uaed" rat, (extre. fat on meet, 
oon dripping•, etc.) Then, if there 11 any left which cannot be used in the home, turn it 

in to your butcher or grocer. 

A t••poon or fat a day saved by every man, woman and aohool child in the United 
State• will mean a total aaving of at lea1t one million p011nda ot tat a day. 

Grow a O.rdenl Uae the aucoeaaion-planting method. Concentrate on thing• that will aubatitute 
for food• being ■hipped abroad (peas, b•n•) and thing• you aan can or dry or ■tore or preeene 
in•ome•y. --

For tal"lllera the ain thi~ 11 to conaene f n.in - by auoh mea1ure1 •• marketing cattle and 
hoga at ilgMer wighta,uoing poultry l' 006, and raising fewer ohiokena and turkeya. 
Fanner• are alao urged to market their wheat aa rapidly aa poa■ible, and to ra11e more wheat 
in iNI. Th• Gonmment haa made it •■ier for th• to do th••• thing• by auoh mea1ure1 a1 
the "wheat certificate plan", with bonua payment• tor early deliTery, the rai■ ing of current 
wh•t price• to expected parity lenl1, the action to make aftilable more feed graina, and the 
a4j\latll8Dt■ in the feed-liTeatook ration. In addition, other aotinna haTe bNn taken, 1uoh •• 
the eatabliahaent of poultry price aupporta to protect •rketine• ot culled poultry. 

WE CAB STILL t;AT ~ ~LL, 

It American oon11aere manage their food supply right, they need not ■utter nutritionally a■ a 
reault of the food conservation program. The new "emergency" white bread looka and taatea almost 
the same a1 before, it is enriched up to the same standard■ and ii nutritionally aa good. To 
•lee up ror eating leas grain proouct1, potatoea can be used more liberally. Poultry am! egg■ 
oan be used inatead or scarce meats. We have been cnnauming on the average more rats than we 
need tor minimum health standards. Growing, preserYing, and eating more fruit■ and veeetablea 
will improve the average diet. 

LET'S l!El:T AND FEAT OUR GOALS1 

Th• United ~tatea of courae cannot reed the world. ~• produce only 10 peroent or it■ tood. a.at 
with toad prcxluotion more than a third above prnar we are in beat poaition or any country to 
help •ke up the detioita in ahortage are••• 



' 

llhN~ 11 the ■oat Tltal 001m1odity tor ■hipaent to .f'a■ine oountn•• beoau•• 11; oan beat be tran1-
por\• and u1ed to tffcl th• ao■t people in th• 1horte1t time. The c•l tor wheat 1hip11at1 1-.I 
la1t tall oall• tor 8 million ton• in the tiret balt ot 1141. If we meet th11 goal, and if other 
whNt-ezporting oountri•• ·•end a like amount, th•r• will atill be a ■hortag• ot olo•• to f 
a1111on ton• ot wh•t in •r•torn land■• ~r ■hlpaeat• in February and lllroh ran l••• than the 
.iliilcm.:Eon .. -month ,goal, but • ■till hop• to rNoh th• I ■illian •rk by Jlln• 30. 

! ■1111on tona or wheat mean■ a halt year•• ■upply ot bread tor 20 million people in d•••tated 
oOW1trie1. h• bit ot extra wheat and otbar food n oan ■aw &lld ••Ill will cletinitel ke 

... ·-- a 
!S A CITIZ!lh 

In addition to following the prinoipl•• ot rood oon■enation •• an indiTidual, you oan be an 
aotiTe agent in the intere■t• ot lmngry humanity by informing your1elt, your family, and your 
triend1, or how they oan help • 

.... paper■, radio and magaain•• are oarrying intorati,e ar\iol••• In addition, th• u. s. 
Depart•nt ot Agrioulture, Of'tioe of Intonation, 'Naahington 25, D. c., ha■ aftilabl• upon 
reque■t tor ■peoial purpoae■ a number of publioation• and other •t•rial■• 

Por looal 1ouroe1 of inton1&tion, refer to your County _..rgenoy Food Program •nager, who 11 
obail'lllln ot the County ACP Connittee in your oount7 ••t• Your State imergenoy Food Progn.a 
anag•r ii State Direotor of the Produotion and llark.ting Admin11tration, Depiirlaet ot Agrlnltun. 

Department or Agrioulture informational •terial on the food nergenoy ia li1ted belows 

O&rden and Conaene •- A 2-page fact sheet, 1U111Dary of Victory !Jarden Program intonation. 

Bos Homemakers Can Hel~ ~ave Fnod to Fisht Famine -- a 4-page tact she~t. Speoitic augge1tion1 
on how to oon■ eM"e ood. 

Fact■ about America's So,( ~xtraotion Flour -- Question■ and answera about the new rlour, and bread 
.ae wlth It. 

FNedam and Famine -- 10-minute film, 16 m, sound, available from State Fila Li~rars or looal 
Plii a1,trlbutor. 

Sutter Little Children - 10-minute film, 16 llll., ■ ound, anilable trom State Film Library, or 
looal tilm distributor. 

OD PIHALLYa 

W•'•• been 11T1ng -- ■inoe Pearl Harbor -- in a period ot "oa■paign1", "drive••• "slogan■"• BUT 
THIS IS MORE THAN A CAMPAIGN. It ia a Toluntary program ot ■&Ting 11Tea • It 11 truly a righteoua 
approach to the idN or brotherhood among Mn. 

In the words ot the Pre1ident•1 Famine &lergenoy Committee, "To avert hunger, w cannot tail 
to .. ,t this call. Ir we tail we sh•ll see a world of disorder■ which will paralyse nery effort 
at reooTery and p•oe. we shall see the death of million■ of fellow human beings. Oun■ speak 
the tir■t word ot Tiotory, but only food can speak the la■t word." 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: 8ynagogue Council Committee on Scope: kabbi David de bolu Pool, ~~. 
Willio.m Weiss, Rabbis Isr i.l.el Goldstein und Robert Gordis, Mr• Samuel 
hothstein, Fc.nbbis W1.llio.m F. Hosenblum and Mo.urice Eisondro.th, Mr. 
Cho.rles P. Kramer. 
Add~ t1.onal i\.ppointoes: ko.bbis Simon Krc..mer o.nd Morris llnx, Messrs. 
Benjamin Koenigsberg o.nd Morton kubenste1.n, k o.hbis Joel Geffen, Abbo. Abrruns, 
i\.rthur Neulunder, ~to.nloy kablnowi tz, M('.X k( e ichler, JudE;O Meier Steinbrink 
o.nd Mr • Hurry Pr inoe • 

FROM: Tu~. Chailes P. Krnmer, ChLirmo.n 

The meeting of the Connnittee on Scope of the ~yno.goguo Counoil of -''ffieri'iHl. 

will truce plo.oe on Mondo.y evening, Mqy 6th, ut 8 P .I\l. o.t Irn.hhi Herbert 

Goldstein's study, 120 V/est 76th Street. 

Ue o.re setting the meeting fur enough in udv 1..1.noe in order to be sure of 

o. full nttendo.nee of the Committee. This oonnnittee ho.s been enlurged to 

include men appointed especio.lly by the heuds of our constituencies to mo.ke 

this survey o.nd to render o. co1:1prehensi ve report for a specinl meeting of the 

Council thnt will be oo.l led o.s soon E..s this Committee hns n report• 

We ore enclosing for your informn.tion the memortmdW!l on so ope prepnred by 

Rabbi Opher ~nd the one which I presented ut the l nst meeting of the Council. 

Vie would o.ppreoio.te it if you would study these reports u.nd be prepnred with 

suggestions on the following three items: 

l. The orous in which tho $ynngogue Council should funotion. 

2. The munner and procedure in which the Council is to dischr~ge 
1 ts i'unotions. 

3. How the Council cnn rnise the funds neoessury for the functions 
r~greed on. 



cc ( 

1.lEMOR AM DUM 

TO 1 ~nt1.gogue Council delegutos FROM: Rnbbi Herbert s. Geldstein, Pros. - --
J apeoinl meeting of the Synagogue Council will tnke pl~oo an Thursd~ evening, 
May 16th o.t a,oo P.M. nt the Spanish & Portuguese Synor,ogue, 2 vfest 'TOth st., NYC 
?mNOA: · I. Report or the Committee on Scope. 

n. Oieoussion on Religious Census 

In nocordnnoe with the dee is ion of the Synagogue Council ,.j,t its lnst meeting, we 
('J"e herewith attaching the report of the Comm1tt00 on ~cope for your coneiderution 
in order thut you may be better prepexed to tn.lce uppro~riute uction on it. 

-- - - - --- - - - - ---
REPOh T OF' THE CO J1 I TTBI:; ON bCOPE 

A meeting of the Comm1ttoe on boope wus held on hlonda.y evening, Uuy 6th. 
The following were presents Rabbis Simon Krumer, Stanley knbinowitz, Ahron Opher, 
Mo.x Reichler, !10.urice Eisendruth c.md 1lossrs. Williwn Heiss, GhtJ-les Krum.er t~nd 
Hurry Pr inoe • 

It is the unanimous opinion of the Committee thut i\merico.n Jewry 
must huve un effective united religious spokesmunahip in order to 
r,ive it the dignity nnd sto.tus of o. religious community in the eyes 
of the people o.nd government of the country und in order to over­
oome the spread of seculnrism among the musses of our people. It 
is therefore urged tho.t wuys bo found not only to mv.intuin the 
Synagogue Council of J.mericu, which is truly representative of the 
congre~o.tiono.l und rubbinic organized bodies in &nerion, but also 
~ enrich its pror,rum, strengthen its E.i.dministrt~tion u.nd inareuse 

0ts effectiveness in ull ureus common to ~11 its constituencies 
perto.ining to our religion und our people o.s n whole. This pro-

j 

£rrun must be so plrJlned us to uohievo united notion of 1:he Con­
servative, Orthodox und keform groups for the primury purpose of V 
enhnnoing Jewish life throu£h its religious institutions. The 
progrrun, however, must bo so designed and curried out us to uid 
und benefit the interests and endeavors of the constituent bodies 
of the 8ynugogue Council. The following recomnendo.tions were 
therefore o.grepd upon: 

I. kEPRESr;NT11..TION: 
In order thttt the Jewish reli~ious community be more fully E.i.nd 
adequutely represented in the 8yno.gogue Council, our oongrego.tion• 
ul oonstituencies should be encouruf~ed to inolude in their 
delegr~tions representutives of their respective women 'a or6o.nize.a 
tions; ull constituencies should be urged to nwno such aelegutes 
ns will represent u cross section of the interests o.nc. views of 
their memberships. 

II• P!<OCl!,'UJHE 
It wns folt necessury to set down the following suf'eguurds in or~er 
that the Council might help ruther than hinrler the growth of its 
own oonetituencios. Therefore it wus recommended thnts 
A) The Council's program of nativity shoulc\ engo.go only in those 

oret'.S which nre of oommon interest to ull our constituencies• 
B) In o.ll release,, communioa.tions, stutements ancl other express .. 

ions or the Council, cleur reference must be maae nnd credit 
given by nrune to the constituencies oomprising the 6ouno11. 

0) Whenever new projects c.re contempluted• our delegv.tes be 
npprieed of them long enough in advv.noe or the meeting so tho.t 
they mo..y, it they deem it ruivieable, consult with their re• 
apeotive ac\m1n1strutiona o.a to the o.otion they ouE,;ht to to.ke• 

D) Whenever the Synugogue Council wiahee to r:..pprise the ko.bbis or 
the Congrega.tiona or uny project agreed upon by the deleg:.tea 
which involves oongregationnl ~otivity, the Council's ndmini• 
strution a hould inquire trOlll our oonstituenoiee n.a to whether 
the project should be oonnunioated directly by the Council to 
the kohb!e or routed through the ottioea ot the oonat!tuenoy. 
Whenever the latter procedure 11 preferred by a oonati1llenoy, 
the Oounoil will channel the oommuniontion indionted through 

the oonatitueno1 wishing to do 10. The others ot oour1e will ~e 
reached by the Oounoil db-eo+.lv. 



III. bCOPEs 
With these so.f'egunrds usaurod, the Committee uno.nimoualy ugreed upon the 
following o.s the legitimnte o.ren.s of interest und uotivities of 
the $yno.gogue Council of illlleriont 
l) Stimulation o.na udvunooment or religious life in the Americn.n 

Jewish community nnd t ssistc..nce to world Jewry in ngreed areas. 
This uould incluae such uctivities us a o.) Pluns, programs o.nd 
functions thut vtould ctru.w our people to tho synu~;of;ue o.nd re­
ligious life. b) Cooperution with or g:nnized c-..nd un (.;.ffiliuted 
sections of the Jewish .connnunity tu o.chieve this purpose in their 
ro.nks. c) Defendin t~ the right of Jews to obsorve their religion 
in eduoo.tionul institutions, 6ovornment ugencies and in industry. 
d) Stimulation of religious eductltion, both for the young uni thf) 
ad-qlts. e) Combatting such mulpra.ctices us mushroom synL\.gogues 
o.nct resort services, freelnncing in the ro.bbinute i:md undigni~d 
unvertising und solioiting of religions institutions, ate. 
f) Support of religious needs nnd institutions of European 
communities. 

2) kepresentution of the totality of religious life in Amerioun 
Jewry: o.) Before the hovernment. b) Within Jovtish secular 
ugencies, philunthropic, eduo~tional unu aefense orgunizu.tions. 
c) In cooperation with the Federul Council of Churches una the 
~fo.tionnl Cntholic We1£are Conference. a) In such civio en-
deavors which require religious representt:1.t3.on, us tho Scout 
movement, Veteruns ussooiutions, etc. 

To speak for the whole of Jewry in religious mutters to the 
community: o.) in radio. b) In Holy Do.y messuf',es und other 
occasions where the messuge of Juduism usu whLle should be 
presented to the country. c) In calling upon the community 
to observe special oocusions. d) In contact with similar re­
lir,ious londerehips of t'uropoan und other J8vrish communities 
in relibious I:1t..J.tters. 

Defense: The vrhole field of the aefense of Jewjsh religious 
beliefs o.nd pructioes which would include such rl.l"erts as text 
bouks, stuge, screen uncl radio, litertt.ure, pulpit n.nd. rustrum 
nnd legislution, where Judo.ism is utt ccked. This vmuld involve 
u whole department to work independently but in close oooporu­
tion with the socult'.I' df)fenso u6encies 0 

Interfaith nctivites "which would involve coop0r ution with 
Christinns on religious u.ctivitios such us Bib;.e \leek, !'

1 umily 
Week, Scout religious emblems, religious pronouncements on 
sociul justice nnd other moral issues fucinh tho country. 

Time did not permit the Committee to go into the question of finuncing 
the uctivities of the Council. The delegates nre, however, requested to 
bring in sug~estione on this lnttor subject. 

Cho.rleo P. Krumer, ~uirman 
Committeo on Scope 
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SYNJ~OGUI:; COUNCIL OF 1\MERICA 

Hill be held in September -­

Due Notice will be sent 

- - - .. - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - .. --
MINUTES OF THE MEETING Olt~ THE bYN11.GOOUE COUNCIL OF lJ.iEkICA 

JUNE 12, 1946 
ilX the bpanish & Portuguese Symbo~-ue, New York City 

Present: Rabbinical Council of 11.tnerica: Rabbis Herbert s. Goldstein, Do.vid 
de Sola Pool and Israel Tabak. 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations: Messrs. Morris 1ngelmon, 

Isa.no Rosengarten and -~lilliam \ieiss • 
United Synu.gogue of J1111ericr.: l<abbis 3enjnmin Englhndor und Jacob Ro.din 
o.nd Messrs .. Mo.rvin Bergor n.nd bo.muel Kothste3.n. 
Centrnl Conference or fJnericun Ro.bbis: l<abbis /uir~n Opher, Mo.x Hoichler, 
1'/illiam F • kosenblum, H" SQ Linfieldo 
Union of f.mericun Hebrevr ConqE\sutions: Ro.bbi Isauo Lnndmnn, Messrs. 
Arthur Derliss o.nd Cho.rles Krumer • 

Excuses and Regret.-: RJ.J": Hubbis Robert Gordis o.nd Httrry Ho.lpern. 
lru'X: Mr. Sol Mutterperl 

.. _ .. _____ .. 

The meeting was culled to ~rder o.t a:30 P.M 0 

I. NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Mr. Charles Krruner presented the following slc..to ')f afficers for the ensuing 

yeo.r: 
Presidont: 
1st Vice-Pres.: 
2nd Vioe-.Pres.: 
Asst• to Pres.: 
Recording Secy.: 
Honor o.ry Secy.: 
Treo.sl..mel': 

.ku.bbi Isl~uc Liindmnn 
rto.bbi !<obart Gordls 
kubbi Simon Krumer 
rtubbi i\hron Opher 
Mr. \lillinm Hoisa 
Mr • Chnr 1 es ,t.J. Kr umer 
hlr • f>omue 1 rtothste in 

A motion wns mnde und seconded to elect the slnte rocemmcndod by the Nominating 
Committee. The motion pussed uno.nimously nnd the secretnry wo.s instructed to oust 
one bo.llot for the entire slute. Theso officers will ~ssumo their duties in 
September. Ro.bb i Lo.ndman then mado the following stutement: 

"The Syno.gogue Council of 1-merico. is tho symbol of roligious unity 
in Amer1ou.n l1JT0.el. To be elected pres~.dent of the Council by the 
h~use of dalego.tes, representing the greet rabbinioo.l and lay 
groupinf;s of the Jews of fJnericn, I deem tho hit;host honor thc.t 
can be bestowed upon an Amerionn lto.bbi. V/1 th God's help, my ai­
ministrn.tion will strive to restore to the J~orice.n religious 
scene its historic pl~oe or primo.oy and authority in Jewish life. 
V/hen chanting political ideologies shn.11 huve run their course, 
when no.tionwide economic security will ho.ve rendered philo.nthropio 
activities as outmoded, the synugogue will still be the oentro.l 
u.nd tundnmental institution omong Jews overywheree Therefore, we 
must strengthen o.nd develop the religious potentialities of the 
synagogue, its fa.1th and its uspirntions, its spiritual intluenoo 
upon young t1.nd old, its messo.ge to non-Jews c.s ?fell t~s t<, Jews. I 
pledge you tonight tso dedionte my beat efforts, as president ot the 
Syno.gogue Council ('f l1111oricn, to the reo.lizo.tion or these trudi­
tiono.l objectivoa." 



, 

Ro.bbi Herbert Goldstein sto.ted that the ~ynugogue Council or Americu is the 
grentest agency for strengthening o.nct rendering positive und united American 
Juda.ism. He expressed conf'idenoe in tho new Cldministrr .. tion to further advance 
the prestige o.nd eff'eotiveness of the Synagogue Council or .i-merioi • 

II. COMMITTEE ON SCOPE 
Mr• Churles Kromer reported progress o.nd stn.ted thr.t the Committee will 

meet ut;ain with tho new udministrc.tion durinr; the summer hnd prepnre o. report f•r 
the full implementing the reoommendntions o.ccepted nt the lt1.st meeting, which 
,,,111 include of course recommended ways nnd meo.ns of f innnoin£ the l::iynu.gorµe 
Council. 

Ill. ST1.11ISTIC/~ BUl<EJJJ 
lio.bbi Herbert Uoldstein reported tho.t .~ in uccordt1.nce with the decision 

adopted ut our lflst meeting, the ~ynn6or,ue Council culled tof;ether ropros~ntu.tives 
or the Jevtish Stfatistico.l Bureau, tho Confer once on Jew1 sh lJemogrn.phy, the 
iuner ioa.n Jewish Conimitteo o.nd the S;vrn f;0[_;Ue Co1.~nc il in order to work out methods 
of cooperation between these ir-.terostod bodies in the forthcoming religious 
census of Piner. :i.cun jews . After th0 p".'csent~tion of un ann.l~·sis of the work of 
the Sto.tisticu}. Hu.reo.u and re0c,mmo~1.dod im1;i:-ovements t another meeting of these 
ugencies wL .. 1 be r.eld nnd 1-L is hoped tha.t this v:';. to.l project will benefit from 
the guidn.noe of the lauding stut'isticio.rd n:t1.d comm.ano.:i .. lon.dors in the country• 

IV. GIKL ~COUTS 
Ro.bbi LJerliant's report for the Gi1·l i::cout Committee wus presented e..nd 

ordered inoorpor ated in the minu tea• (EXHUs IT A) 

VII M!". kothstein reported thn.t the Commission on Europeun Jewish Cultural 
heconstruotion invited the ~ynagogue Council of ,~eriot1. to join v,ith it uni 

the Hebrew University of Jerusn.lem in approaching the ~tnte Department to cren.te 
n. Boo.rd of J1.dvisers nruned 'by these three bodies to llSBist in nll mutters relating 
to the eo.J..va.f;ing, so.feguurding und disposition of Jewish rolir;ious und oulturul 
treasures which £,re still to be found in Germnny o.nd hustriu. J,. memorn.ndum, 
p!"epa:red by tho Commission und including those rocommondations, wus sent to 
Gen~ H:. ·1 

.. ld"'."ij.1.g of the Stu.ta Depnrtmont. 
fl. mnti::m wo.s mC'.de o.nd po.ssed that this µ- oject be endorsed by the bynugoguo 

Counc:'L}. und thut the Uouncil be prepo.rod to nome u. representutive to the Boo.rd 
of id.visors o 

VIo CONFElU.:~CE ON INDUSTrtI1J., h.ELhTIONb 
.ko.bbi Opher reported thut :n oonsequ.ence of t!1e ro-1ent tri-fuith conference 

on indu.striul relations, a sub·1 •corn:rrlttee consisting of F lther Goer~e Higcins for 
the Nutionnl Cntholic Helf a.re Conference, Dr., Co.mer on Hall for the Federul Counc 11 
of Churches and Ko.bbi OphGr for the Synagor;ue Council, vrt-..s ~pointed to dro.ft un 
interfuith stt~ement on economic justice. The Committee has worked out the first 
druf't of the joint sti.1.tement vrhich is to be releo.sed by the three groups as o. 
po.tte1 n for ind·ist,:- 1.nJ. ponce~ (EXtllHIT }J) 0 

::~ vms sug6es·i;ed that the stutement be sent to t:1.e delegates for their 
comments" 

VII. TnEi..8UhEh.: 8 hEPOLtT 
Balo.nee on hund 1 .. pril 10th , 4 )' 559 ~38 
keceipts from April 10th to June 12th 1 ~Z4'lJ75 

Total di.sbursements from April loth 
to June 12th 

Bo.l llnoe. on ,h:.ne :.2th ...... 
t: ~ ,487., 72 

vrn. ht the r.oquost of Ru.bbi Go.brie:t DuV10.Stin,. a n,r, ·,·j ')'.'. ,,/[\ S mooe to designato fl. 

So.'.J huth ,;i,s JE~/I!-iH 11.G.t:tICU L TUr..1.L bJJlH.11.TH Th :s m1."'t;.on wns puss ed and it Wf:AI 

suggested th&.t ·'.::h3 ~;:1~: b,rth ot the ~ukko+.h festivaJ. be d.esignuted as su.chi> 



IX. A request by tho Christian Patriot for cm expression ot opinion by the 
f>ynagogue Council on the tHkI~TIJJi 1.MENDMENT MOVEMENT vrc.s presented a.nd 

it was sugGested thc.t o. Committee be appointed to drnt't euoh nn opinion. 

X. J\. requost by the CO!IMrrTEE ON lt1'LIGIOIJ Ji..T HOlil< ns THB comruNITY to send a 
quostionnaire to the Ro.bbia inquiring ot the work done in their synagogues 

in the field ot communal endeuvor wus upproved and it vrus decided thut ov 
oonstituenoies be consulted as to T9'lether they wish tho questionnnire oho.nnaled 
through their ottioes. 

XI. J\. request by the OPA tho.t the Synagogue Council issue n stutement endorsing 
the continuation of fJ' ice control T(U.S to.bled o.t tho requE:st of Mr. Willio.m 

Ueiss of the Union or Orthodox Jewish Congregutions. 

XII. MUbHkOOM b lNJ&OGUES 
A motion wo.s mo.de, seconded Hnd curried thc.t n Committee be o.ppointad to 

talce upproprio.te measures to oombo.t tho praotioo of mushrrori synngogues o.nd resort 
services tor the Holy Do.ya. 

XIII. COMMITTEE ON CENI'ER MOVEMENT 
Rnbbi Williwn i' • Hosenblwn indicv.ted tho.t he has withdro.wn from this 

Conmittee Md suggested tho.t n new committee be appointed by the incoming udmin­
istrv.tion, which will be prepo.red to mo.ke the work oft his committee effectiva. 

EXHIBITS 

EXHIUIT /., 
keport of Girl ~oout Committee: 

11 1 have been informed by Mrs. Wu.lter kothohild, Chuirmo.n of the Jewish 
/w.visory Committee to the Girl Scouts, thnt her group is no longer in­
terested inn reli6ious servioe for the summer ca.cps this yeur, but 
what is known ns •scout ione 1 will be oontinued on nn inspirutiono.l 
but non-denomin ationo.l bus is• 
"However, Miss l3ess Kranze of the comnun1ty religious stdf onlled me 
the other duy and so.id that the lenders do expect to ho.vo n religious 
service for Sundo.y mornings, nnd a.sked that wo arrunge one for them. 
I told her thv.t we would o.ocept to hnve n. service on Frie10.y evening 
as well, in order not to 's•bstitute' a Sunday morning service for 
the 1knbolns Shubbos. 1 

"In o.ny event, I heliove u committee should bo appointed to urrange 
something, o.i'ter meeting with the lrirl Scout :nvisor. I would be 
gla.d to al.vise on such oomm1ttee, but as I stn ted before I cannot 
undertnke the responsibility(£ being the notive chairman or o. tull 
member or some. 

EXHIBIT B 

ltespeottully submitted 
kubbi bwnuel Herlinnt" 

First drc..tt or interfaith sttLtement on economic justice 1 

PJ:.T1'EkN FOrt EC <liOMIC JUt TICE 
Issued by the Federnl Council ot the Churdlea of 
Christ '-n blnericn, the byn:.l{;ogue Council ot "merioa. 
nnd the Nntiono.l. Ca.tholio Weltnre Conteronoe • 

l) The moro.l law must govern eoonomio lite. 
The establishment ot n just eoonknio ordor dapenda upon the µ-o.ctica.l and de• 

tniled reoognition at the tuot thnt wory phnae or mo.n 1s aoonomio lite is subject 
to the sovereignty or God and to the moro.l µ-eoepts which hcve their origin in ~od. 
Economic problems UJ"e o.dmittedly teohnio~l problems, but they nre also theological 
o.nd ethioo.l. Ultimately they depend for their solution upon our oonoept at the 
nature of mo.n - hie origin o.nd his deatiny, his ri~ts and his dut1e1, his reln• 
tionahip to God and to hie tell ow-men. 
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2) The m:iterio.l resources of life ore entrusted to man by God for the benufit 
of nll. 

God is the proprietor of the universo. Its resources ore given in trust t o mun to 
be administered, under God, for the tempornl. welfure of o.11, o.nd not for the ex­
olusivo bonefit of the few, It follows, therefore, thttt the rif;ht to µ-ivo.te 
proporty is limitec. by morul obligi~tions urrl is subjoot to socicl restrictions fot 
the common good. Certain types of property, beoo.use of their inporttnco to the 
community, ou6ht properly to be under state or other for:r.l of pu1.ilio ovmership . lJut 
in generul, the o.im of economic life ahuuld be the widest puss itle diffusion of 
productive o.rd 00nsumptive proporty among the greut musses of the people, The 
cooperutive movement co.n effectively o.ssiat in promotirg this end. 

3) The moral purpose of economic life is social justic~~ 
God's l~w demo.nds thc..t et'.Ch individuul use his property, his gifts, und his 

powers honestly for the welfc..re of himself emu hls f'runily unci of tho community as 
a whole, The purposes of economic life, therefore, are: a.) To develop ro. turul 
resources and humo.n skills for the benefit of mankind, b) To distritute God's 
gifts equitably, o) To provide useful employment under decent conditions for 
everyone o.ccording to his abilities nnd needs. This implies the necessity for u 
proper bo.lanoe betvteen pr of its o.nd wo.ges on the one ho.nd m d betv,een incomes o.nd 
prices on the other, without which stable a.nd full employment cannot be achieved, 
The c0mmon good r equiros that specio.l efforts be mude to r td.so the eo.rnirg s of the 
lower income groups not only in fo.irness to them but o.lso in the 5.nterest of con­
tinuous employment, 

4) The orofit motive must be subordino.ted to the mornl luw. 
To muke the rrofit motive the guiding principle of economic life is to violute 

the order which God Himself hus estqblished. The profit motive, while legitimnte 
and useful within reasonable limits, mu; t be regulated by tho dictates of sooiul 
justice. 

6) The common good necessito.tos the orgunizution of men into free a.ssooiutions of 
their own choosing in order to carry out the moro.l purposes of economic life. 

~inoe mun is by nr,ture a sooiul '>eing, he ounnot fulfill Goct' s purpose in economic 
life except by orguniz4.ng with his fellow-men for the common pursuit of the gen­
eral welfiire. Therefore orgnniz a.tion by occuputions is both legitinuto ~nd nec­
essury because mt1.n, uotin6 us an inciividual, 1s ell but poworloss to bring 
economic life into subjection to God's law, It is therefore the duty of the 
State and of society to protect und encourage tho orguniz~tion of men uccording to 
their function in economic life. It is likewise tho duty of these treo orgonizu­
tions of workers; furmcrs, employers and profossionnl people to govern themselves 
democruticully n.nd to o.ssume their full responsibility for the welfare of their 
own indust?"y or profession :nd for the welfare of the community ns n whole. It is 
likewise their mornl duty to udmit to thejr membership o.11 quulified persons 
without regard to ro.ce, creed, oolor or nutiono.l origin. Their function must be 
eittended beyond the elementury limits of oolloctive bo.rf~ninin6 for self protection 
into an orgo.nized system of cooperntion for the common gouct. 

6) Orgo.nized cooperation of tho f"unotionnl eoonomio groups umong themselves nnd 
.!!,..1th the 5ovcrnmont must be substituted for oomp,tition. 

Competition is legitimo.te o.nd useful wt.thin reusonuble limits, but it cannot be 
regurdeu us the normal guiding principle in economic lire. Economic lifo is meunt 
to be o.n orgunizet~and democrntio partnership for the General welfare, rather tho.n 
a competitive struggle for individual. or group o.dvimtuge. l\,ccordingly, the various 
runationo.l groups in society must voluntorily enter into o.n orgo.ni zed system of 
ooopero.tion among themselves o.ni with tho government to estnblish a ro.tional o.nd 
moral eoonom4o order• The only two o.lterno.tives to this are competitive economic 
individualism or excessive governmentul intervention, l,oth of which ure unuooept­
uble under the moro.l lnw. 



• 

7) It ie the duty of the ~tute to intorvene in economic life vrhcnever necessary ~o protect the rights of individuals und groups und to ~id in tho actva.ncemont of tho ~~~ui enonomio welfnre. 
Governn1ent; a.s ropresentutive of the whole community, hns o.n obli gation to enact legislation and to do whatever else is neoessury for the protection of indiviluuls o.nd groups nn:i for the advo.naement of the gonerul economic vrelfure . The o.mount of government !.Lotion on the feder al, rln.te nnd loca l level vrill ho de·ce-rminod by the extent to which the conunon good is not beinE:; tLohieved by the efforts of the functionn.l economic group. 11.Jl ft.J.r as possible, hovrevor, these br oups should be encouro.t;ed to pzrticipute rosponsibly in the formulution of t;ovorrunont!.Ll programs und in their uciministrution. The ultimt~te responsibility of tho government for eoonomic welfure is to hasten the osto.blishment of u system in which tho major sociuJ und economic decisions will be ci,rried out by the orgnnized cooper[i.tion of functionnJ. tTOU.ps with the nssistu.nco nnd encouragement uf the government, but fre e _r om its domination. 

8) .-~~-~.r.:.1~tt.~_~:mc~1 economic life is likewise subject to the morol lo.vis. 
O:!.· 6aniz eu. 171.ternc.1.tiono.l economic coll aboro.tion of groups 1,nd nt.1.t ionul govorn­ments to c.ssist all states to provide o.n ooequate stnnd"-!.rd of living for their citizens m,~st replnce the present economic monopoly und exploitation of nuturul resources by privileged groups und stutes. 

CONCWSIONS I.ND 1\PrLICATION~ 

The moral principles outlined nbove call for immedio.te o.pplioution to current problems. The following specific reoommendo.tions ure subbestect in the light cf the moro.l law: 

o.) 

b) 

o) 

d) 

o) 

To eliminate discrimination in employment opportunities on 
grounds of race, creed, color or national origin. 
To extend the coverage and the benefits of social security 
legis:lation c., 
To ext Emd fue novP:.: n.e;o a~1.d the benefits of minimum vro.go 
legislutio:':1 on the federul o..n.d state levels 0 
To maintain effe~tive pr.lee control re u.sures ns long o.s 
the danger of inflution continu.es 0 

To provide n.doquu.te hous:ing through the cooperation o'f' 
gove~nment and privute ugenoiesG 



• 

The r ollowint~ stutemont of oondomno.tion or Mr. Bevin wns r..ctopted o.nd inn.de 
publio in the courso of the m0otingc 

Tho Synngof_,'1.le Cuuncil of 1.merion. in u plennry session at the 

~punish and iortuguese ~ynugo&-uo on June 12th read with consbrno.­

tion tho report of Foreign Soorotury Ernest Devin's ndclr ess before 

the convention of the L~bor Pnrty rego.rding the recommendations of 

tho An1;lo-J\merioo.n Conun1ss ion on Pulestine • Mr• Bevin is reported 

us ho.ving once more struck on intemperute note with sinister impli­

ontions tho.tare ouloulo.ted to sow seeds of divisiveness between 

the British o.nd Junericnn peoples. This is one of the tebhniques of 

pol itico.l str utegy whioh the o.llies fought so bitterly l.nd c~t suoh 

gre t t ooet to elimin~te frcm the world, 

Mr. Devin's o.ssertion thut the r eason for Mr. Trwno.n's demand 

thnt 100,000 displo.ced Jevrs be o.dl!litted to the Holy Lo.nd is an 

Junericon desire to see them 1n Pnlestine ro.ther thnn in New York, 

is either n perverse slunder on the l\Inerico.n ohur i~oter or an attempt 

on the port of o. British stutesmo.n to minimize the l\merico.n repute 

for humaniturio.nism o.nd deoenoy. 

Mr• Bevin's repeuted rejection of the unanimous report of the 

Anglo-f.morican Commission und his insistence upon immigr ution con­

ditions tho.the must know oo.nnot possibly be fulfilled reveo.l o.n 

insincerity tho.t has from the very inception vitiuted the purpose 

for which the Anglo-J\merico.n Commission wo.s orented. His attitude 

oo.nnot be reconciled with the previous stnnd or his own ra rty on 

Po.lestine o.ni the repeated promises of his government to implement 

tho Jewish hope for rescue of their pitiful displaced brethren. 

The hnerioo.n people, with their sense of fnir plny and integ• 

rity in international o.ffo.irs, will find it difficult to oountennnoe 

continued alliance with o. British leadorship which seems in this 

regnrd to be moro.lly bo.nlaupt and so unwilling to relieve the die• 

tress or those who -were the first victims o.nd the outstunding 

tnrgets of Nazism and who fought by the tens of thouso.nds in mo.ny 

British armies to defeat the common enemy and to win o.n o.lliod 

victory. 
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gible for return could be brought 

of back in three months. But such a 
. program would cripple the Army 

eral Collins al O stated that lin carrying out its occupational 
. . . duties and those incident to closing 

e occupation army _m Europe is out various supply and other in-
composed almost entirely of men stallations overseas. 

, who have not seen combat, with "Every effort has been made by 
- the exception of men who may the War Department to obtain suf­
r have voluntarily re-enlisted. The ficient replacements, but they i1ave 

Pacific theatre also will be combed not been obtained fast enough to 
0 of combat veterans as rapidly as permit immediate return of every 

le possible he said. man who becomes eligible for dis­
.r- Since' shipping no longer will be charge without endangering the 
le a critical factor in demobilization country's occupation role." 
d the War Department will begi~ ?he voluntary enlistment cam­

this month to use shipping space pa1gn has had good results-about 
by bringing war brides and other 400,000 to date- bu~ the Army 
dependents of American soldiers to cannot makE: an~ esbm~tes as to 
this country. how long this will continue, Gen­

eral Collins said. 
60,000 Dependent Wait Boat Selective Service has been fall-
Some 50,000 of these are wait- ingshort about 12,000 to 15,000 

ing in the United Kingdom and men a month in meeting the 
d 10,000 ~ the European continent Army's monthly call of 50,000. 
_ alone. Al>out 600 will be returned The Army spokesman conceded 
t this month. General Collins ex- that the entire problem may be­
- plained that "shipment of these come even more acute if Congress 
n dependents will not be permitted does not renew the Selective Serv­
e to delay any soldier who would ice law which expires on May 16. 
y otherwise be ready for return." - --
. General Collins said that all PALESTINE INQUIRY SCORED 

n overseas commanders had been 
ordered to "reduce their require- . . 

- ments to the bone" which enabled Synagogue Council Declines to 
J. 28,000 men to be dropped from the Testify Before Committee 
e requirements for Europe, including . 

of Italy, 25,000 from Pacific require-1 The Synagogue Council of Amer­
me ments and 14,000 from othe_r o~er-1 ica, representing Orthodox, Con­
he seas areas. The proposed distribu- servative and Reform Judaism in 
no tion for next July 1 is as follows: the 'U'flit d States issued a state­
in I C>-.iierseas: ~urope_ . (includi,n~ ment yesterday d

1

eploring the in­
ItaJy) , 335,000 , Pac1f1_c! . 375,000 , vestigation of the Palestinean 

pell- other. areas, ~7!000; Fihpm~s un- problem by the Anglo-American 
also der~omg trammg, w~o will be committee. The Council's state­
ram availablE: to repl~ce 8: like num~er ment was i11. reply to an invitation 

.egan, o~ Am~rican soldiers m the Phihp- to testify before the committee. 
N. C. pmes i:'1 late 1946, 50,000. The Council declared that "there 
r of ~ontme:'1tal United States: S~p- is nothing to be added to what is 

James ply, hospital and other operating already known and self-evident." 
the personnel, 360,000 personnel und~r- The institution of this committee 

vision, goining training and irt tran~it to the council maintained, "will only 
, com- thaetres, and a small strategic re- result in further delay in the work 
Second serve, 343,000. of rescue and rehabilitation and 

Nearly 5,000,000 Are Relae ed consequently add to the casualty 
list of more than 6,000,000 which 

llerger Release of nearly 5,000,000 men the Jewish people has suffered in 
Es. and women has reduced Army the struggle for f e d " 
fational strength to about 4,200,800, and _ r e om. 
the In- about 2,700,000 are to be released! Gasoline's A·,d to v·,ctory 
d today by next July 1. 
n under In December, about 860,000 It would have taken 70 000 men 
tmation troops were returned from over- operating 30,000 two-ar{d-a-half­
ute ap- seas, and more than 1,000,000 in all ton cargo trucks to haul the gaso­
to 5;59, di.scharged. Henceforth, return of line pumped by pipeline to Allietl 
to ie5. troop.s from overseas will be at th'= troops from D-Day to VE-Day. 

The woman who 
• She did not wish to a 
the peace. 

But a woman, with h 
face, murmuring, "Pleas 
backward along the aide 
not step forward, was obvi 

When people began to 
it was only a matter of ti 
came along and took her 
then to the hospital and an 
Brackett, whose job it was t 

Just for YOU! 



PROPOSED DRAFT OF STATEMENT ON CHRISTMAS OB8ERVANCE IN THE PUBLIC f>CHOOLS 

The Synagogue Council of America is in receipt of numerous requests 

from many parts of the country for a general stutemont in reference t? the 

observance of Christmas in tho public schools. In response to these requests 

the follovring stutement is issued for the guidance of Rabbis und community 

leaders who muy be faced with the problem. 

The Synagogue Council of iun.ericu recognizes tho division of church und 

state as a basic principle of the Amerioun wuy of life. While responsible 

inn measure for the development of moral und ethical qualities in their 

pupils, public schools should never purticipute in seoturiun touching. 

Schools ore obligated not to teuch or inculonte o.ny doctrines which would 

interfere with the right of purents to bring up their children in their own 

faith. 

In muny instances it is not difficult to druw the line between what may 

rightfully be taught or properly o6served in und whnt should be barred from 

the public schools. The difficulty in the cuse of Christmas ~bservnnoe 

urises from the fact thut Christmas in the United Stutes is in effect con­

sidered us n nutionul holiday, as well us n religious holiday. The Christmas 

vacation is in itself n recognition or this f~ct. 

Vie cannot ask the publio school authorities to exclude from the schools 

all reference to the good will spirit which p0rmeutos the atm~sphere of 

Americu at the Christmas season. Hence thoso symbols, songs and playlets 

which illustrate charity, gpod will und kindred universal othicul sentiments 

should not bo objected to if they are sepnrnted from aectnrio.n indoctrinutions 

or suggestions. To offset the sectarian influence of tho environment, it is 

clearly the obligation of Jewish parents and Jewish roligious und educational 

institutions to expluin to Jewish children thnt most ot tho1r neighbors 

accept certain theological concepts which Jews do not shure and to observe 

the oelebrution of Chunukuh a~ homo, in Synagogue and Religious School. It 

is also suggested thnt the Springfield Plnn of Chanukall Observo.nce be 

introduced in schools attended by a number of Jewish children and where 

Christmas is observed. 

Tho questions that ore involved in Christmu.s observnnce require so much 

knowledge ot theology cmd ot religious custom thnt sometimes it is not easy 

even ror Rnbbis to arrive nt aound conclusions in nll instunoes. Certainly 



laymen should not dopond upon thoir own judgmonts in douling with such 

probloms. Rubbis should a.ccept tho obligation to dotormine whether 

Christmus observunoea in schools t'..ttendod by children of their congregution 

infringe upon tho principle of sopnr ation of church !.Uld stute, ~nd must 

ta.lee tuctful but definite stepsi us f r~ ~s possible in udvunce ~r Christmas, 

to prevent o.ny violation of this principle. This ls u duty they ov,e to 

lunericu us well us to its Jewish community. 

Any complnints received by thu Rubbis should bo thoroughly investige~ed 

and uuthentico.ted evidence prepared in cooperatiol\ vri th the loco.l Jewish 

civic protective ugencies, where such exist under the negis cf the community. 

The proondure should be us follows: l. Informati~ should be carefully in­

vestiguted and verified. {Heporta from ohildren and their mothers should be 

cheeked up nnd confirmed.) 2. Privute a.nd unpublicized inquiries should be 

ma.de of tho principal of the school involved. 3o The locul Jewish civic 

protective agencies should be oontucted und consulted. vlhen the inf'ormntion 

has been verified, it shull be the prerogutive of the Rabbis u.nd religious 

lenders to decide whether the situation wurr ants o.n uttempt to rectify it. 

The Hubbis however, should tn.lce uction only with tho cooperation of the lay 

lenders of the community. If tho local religious lenders inn community 

are unn.ble to ugree on the action to be tnken, the nntter should be referred 

to the Committee on Religious Instruction nnd the Public bchools of the 

Synagogue Counoil of 1\meriou. 

Wherever it is found advisable to protest on o.ccount of religious ob~ 

serva.noe practiced in the public schools, publicity und public controversy 

should be avoided, if possible. Notoriety given to suoh m~tters evokes 

wide-spren.d misconceptions o.nd misunderstnndings. It the elimination of 

objeotionnble material and practice ounnot be a.oh ieved without public 

exposu.~e~ documented evidence should be prepared in ndvanoo. If there is 

to be uny publioi ty, it must be plnnned nnd purposeful. It should be a. 

measure of last resort to be used only uf'ter other oorreotive efforts have 

NOTE: THE ABOVE STATEMENT CONTAINS ALL THE b1JGGE~TIONS f>ENT TO US BY THE 
DELEGl\.TES. IF YOU HAVE NOT YEr SEN't US YOUk SUGGE&'TIOK~, I WOULD 
APPRECIATE HEiitING FROM YOU• IF YOU APPROVE OF Tlili ST .Li.TEMEN'f A:::i IT IS 
WOULD YOU BE GOOD ENOUGH TO INDICATE THAT. 
kJ\.BBI AmtON OP.tiER, SYNl~OOUE OOUNCIL OF AL!EltICA, 607 UE~T 161 ST., NY32 
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