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Rabbi Abba. Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th and Ansel Road 
Cleveland s. Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

July 22, 1946 

At 1he request of Rabbi Binstock, 

I am enclosing a oopy of the May 10th release 

of the American Crunoil for Judaism. 

Sincerely, 

Secretary to Rabbi 



COPY 

May 10, 1946 

The President, 
Washington, D. c. 

My dear Mr. President: 

It is my very great pleasure to follow 
the instructions of our Executive Committee to send you in its 
behalf, as well as in behalf of our entire membership, our 
sincere thanks and deep appreciation for the part you played 
in enabling the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry to render 
its magnificent Report. I have likewise been instructed to 
convey to you our opinions regarding the Report, which I do 
most respectfully, with the hope that you will consider them 
as a constructive policy wnich you can wholeheartedly endorse. 
fundamentally we urge the complete acceptance of the 
Recommendations of the Report as a whole, and we look forv,ard 
to its implementation at the earliest possible moment. I 
stand ready to confer with you to the end that our organization 
may be useful in bringing this Report speedily into effect. 

We believe that some day, when the 
passions of the moment will have become a memory, the unanimous 
Report of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry will be 
regarded as one or the most lucid, wise, humane and statesman
like documents of our times. Composed under incredible 
ptessures, within a limited time and on subjects on which 
there is intense feeling, the Report is a monument to good 
sense, to clarity and to breadth of vision. The unanimity 
of its sponsors is a tribute to their rational wisdom. 

The unique quality of this Report lies 
in the fact that it is~ Report. While designed to deal 
with a number of complex problems, each of its Recommendations 
is an intrinsic but subordinate aspect of a larger total; 
each section is related to and intertwined with all others. 
No greater disservice can be done to the judicious findings 
of the able and sincere men who composed the Committee than 
to mutilate their Recommendations by fragmentary action; by 
breaking up the unified coordinated structure they have reared 
of humanitarian vision, political wisdom and high-minded 
aspirations for peace. 

The magnitude of the Report can be judged 
from the fact that it deals, and deals with utmost wisdom, 
with four basic interlocking considerations. 

1. The report commends action on the immediate 
problem of about 100,000 Jews who are among 
the Displaced Persons or Europe, who are actually, 
not theoretically, homeless and for whom new 
homes must be found. The views of the Committee 
are that these homes should promptly be found 
for them in Palestine. 



2. The Report logically and properly then turns to 
conditions for peace and progress in Palestine. 
What service would be rendered to the 100,000 
displaced Jews by merely transferring them from 
an unhappy post-war atmosphere to a tense, 
pot~ntial, pre-war environment? The crackle of 
gunfire, the bursting of hand grenades, the 
bombing of buildings, the barbed wire enclosures 
of a military encampment do not constitute an 
atmosphere suitable for those deeply injured men, 
women and children. They must be removed to a 
land of peace. To urge their transfer to Palestine 
without regard for the other Recommendations would 
only give the appearance of solving a problem 
without actually considering the fate of the human 
beings who constitute that problem. 

Throughout its Recanmendations, the Committee 
clearly indicates its goal: that Palestine be 
a peaceful land in which all of its inhabitants 
shall be bound by a common loyalty to that country 
and to no other; in which they will all pool the i r 
skills and resources for the common good, not merely 
for parrisan good. To this end it advises that all 
dis-criminatory practices of group against group, 
whether a "White Paper" restricting Jews or a 
Jewish ational Fund lease excluding Arab labor, 
shall be rejected. 

In the Committee's Report the relationship between 
all these elements is made apparent. The transfer 
of these deeply injured people from Europe to 
Palestine is not enough. The move must be accompanied 
by procedures that will make for a peaceful habitation 
of all of the people of all of Palestine. 

3. The Committee's breadth of vision is also made clear 
in those sections of its Report which deal with the 
status of the remaining Jews in Europe. 

In regard to them, the Committee expresses the view 
that the whole world shares a responsibility, both 
for those who may still need to emigrate and those 
who will continue to live in Europe. 

Gorresponding to the position that we of the 
American Council for Judaism have steadily maintained, 
the Committee's emphasis is on giving effect to the 
provisions of the United Nations Charter for the 
protection of fundamental human individual rights. 

The Committee•s insight and profound wisdom are 
summarized in its statement that: "A considerable 
number of Jews will continue to live in most 
European countries. In our view, the mass immigration 
of all European Jews would be a service neither to 
the Jews themselves nor to Europe. Every effort 
should be made to enable the Jews to rebuild their 
shattered communities, while permitting those Jews 
who wish to do so, to emigrate." 



' The committee rightfully recommends action for 
the economic, political and social re-integration 
of the Jews of Europe: "The only really effective 
antidotes are the enforcement by each government 
of guaranteed civil liberties and equal rights, 
a program of education in the positive principles 
of democracy, the sanction of a strong world 
public opinion -- combined with economic recovery 
and stability." 

4. Finally, the Committee's Report deals with the 
fundame1 tal character of the rela tt onship of the 
Jews or the world to Palestine. This may be, over 
a period of years, the most important service that 
it renders. It makes clear what are the acceptable 
as against the unacceptable relationships between 
Jews the world over and Palestine as a proposed 
state. 

The Committee states: "Further, while we recognize 
that any Jew who enters Palestine in accordance with 
its laws is there of right, we expressly disapprove 
of the position taken in some Jewish quarters that 
Palestine has in some way been ceded or granted as 
their State to the Jews of the world, that every 
Jew everywhere is, merely because he is a Jew, 
a citizen of Palestine and therefore can enter 
Palestine as of right without regard to conditions 
imposed by the Government upon entry, and that 
therefore there can be no illegal immigration of 
Jews into Palestine. We declare and affirm that 
any immigrant Jew who enters Palestine contrary 
to its laws is an illegal immigrant." (our under
lining.) 

A Jew who enters Palestine legally is there as o~ 
right. So is the Jew who enters any other country 
in accordance with its immigration laws. Justifiably, 
this declaration rejects the Zionist claim that 
Palestine has been given to the Jews of the world, 
and that therefore all Jews have special rights in 
regard to Palestine:--

By this significant declaration, the Committee 
clears the way for the important task that must be 
given priority by Jews all over the world; the 
historic process of their full integration into 
the countries in which they live or to which they 
remove. In this way they will further the traditions 
of western civilization and democracy. 

We respectfully submit the above in support of 
our contention that the Committee's Report be accepted in its 
entirety and that prompt action be taken to implement all of the 
provisions of that Report. 

Sincerely yours, 

President 
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Dr .. IAMda lb.nook 
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MJ dear leat 
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regard tor the other Reoommendatlona would oal.7 glve the appearano, of 101,ing 
a probltm lthout aotue..117 oouidering the fate ot the h\lll&Jl be1nga who oonatltute 
that probl••" 

You w.lll recall that the Preaided of thl United Stat•• when he made publlo 
the Angl~Am•rloan lepon took the dl•etrio..U, oppoaite point ot dew ot Mr. 
Roaeawald. Th• Preddeat nated on April 30, "I • •err happ7 th :t the reoueat 
whloh I e tor the S....dlate admiuion of 100,000 J'e•• into Palestine hu been 
1man.S moua:i, endoraed b7 the Anglo-American COIIDi ttee of Inqld.1'7. The tra.uterenoe 
ot theae unfortunate people ahoul.d now be a.coompllehed with the greaten diapatoh. 
•• .Ia addltiOD to th••• immediate obJeotivea the report deala with man, other 
'1.•at1ona ot long-range pol1t1oal polloiea &rJd questions of international law •h1oh 
require canful atud7 and wh1.oh I will take under advia-nt.• 

In other worda, the President wu eager to have th••• 100,000 unfortunate l••• ■oYtd at onoe wlthcat ••1:ting tor aation on the other recommnd :tiou of the 
Report. t not 80 Leasing Z. Roaenwald and the American Oouncil fer Judd• who 
.. r, perfeotlJ' oontm to let the•• 100,000 langulsh in their miaer, while the 
lba-ranp polloJ pro bl- are fir-' dlapoHd of. 'ftlat ia to say not wnil the 
J'ewleh State 1a offle1&1l7 bur.l-S. to the aatiafact1on of the Amerioan Oounoil for 
ludai•• 

Aa a realt of wld►apread or1 t1oi•• I aall\lDe the letter to Dean Aoheaon a 
few •••• later 11 Nllelhat le•• pointed.ti erihe1-••• the eame poaition ia 
llainta5ud. ••••"' ahole-heertedl.J apPl'OYe all of the ec emationa of the eport, 
and urge the adoption ot the Report AS A ffliO ( the i tallca are r. Roaenw d • •) 
am the aimultaneoua 1mplementat1on of all 1.t Reoommend&tiona. le oonaider it 
htperati •• that the reaU.1tio b•lanoe :betw"n oontendina toroea that ia prodded tor 
in the ReJ)Ori be ma1nta1ned b7 the adoP'ioa of the Report AS A WHOLL {It&lloa are 
r. oeenw-1d'a) • ••• Paz-tiau preasu.r,ea, whioh d•and the aoceptance of onlJ tho•• 

J\toJ: ttndat1ou wbS.oh are favorable will lead unquest1onabl7 to ntltd oonditiou 
within and outside of Palest1na." 

The qu.e.-t1on •hioh I poaed in 117 Preaidential Me• age at the 00 addre1aed. 
to rq Rabbinical 0011-g• • therefore baaed on the olt1o1al atat•enta of the 
council, am I feel that oonaolenlioua rabbi• Who .. antl-Zlom• h&a not poieomd 
either their rellgl.0'11 oomictiou nor their J'eriah lo7altiee abeuld 1erioul7 ult 
th ... elYN whether tbeJ can oontinu.e to r•a1n member• ot auoh an orgazdaation u 
the Amerioan Co"U.DOll tor Mai•• 

1th all good w1 bes al.Id hoping that Jou ar •nJoJing Jour am er vacation, 
I ranain, 

oat oonH.all.J Joura, 

Abba Hlllell 1lver 
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August 8, 1946 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th Street and Anse 1 Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

My dear Silver: 

It'• too bad you didn't have-, handwritten 
letter betore you (or perhaps you couldn't have 
read -, acrlpt anyway) prior to your anner. I 
agree with you that it is well to consult the 
sources and that goea tor both or us. And it 1a 
well also to stick to the 11 teral meaning ot the 
sources. 

I did not take Fineshriber's "word" about the 
tacts. I had him send me the tacts, namely ( 1) 
the May 10th Council atateaent (exact copy of it 
I mailed you); (2) New York Times issue ot Jlay 
10th (which I personally examined and found no 
article about Council, as you claimed); (3) copy 
ot article about Council in New York Times iaeue .\/ 
or llay 13th, which no more warrants your charges V\ 
than llay 15th Council Bulletin. 

In our auto ride together, you detiniteq stated 
to ae that your charges were not baaed on the V 
May 15th bulletin, containing Kay 14th letter, 
but on a report in Bew York Tiaea Kay 10th and 
Council stateaenta on which it was baaed. Wow, { 
you go back to May 14th statement am to a later 
one ot J'une 2nd and give th• your own inter
pretations. If 1t1 a a matter ot interpretation 
or a atatement am not a presentation ot proot, 
then we 11111st disagree. I aa still con-y1nced that 
you are abaoluteq wrong in your interpretation 
and that 701.1r charges made at the Conference 
were terribly unjuat. But I have gotten oYer 
being resenttul. 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Page Two 
August a, 1946 

I am still very grateful tor our ride because 
I learned much -- primarily to unierstand 7ou 
11Uoh better. So, we' 11 let the matter stand 
that way. I pra1 that our h-iendahip shall 
deepen with the coming difficult years ard that 
we ahall be drawn closer together by our dreau 
and deeds. 

Jlaey thanks tor your letter. Take care ot 
youraelt. 

Sincerely, 

o<~~ 
~ 

P.S. Am having 'lll1' secretary t7pe this letter 
and sign ray name. Then you can assuredly read 
it. 



WILLIAM M. KRAMER 
ASSISTANT RABBI 

EAST 105!!! STREET AT ANSEL ROAD 
TELEPHONES GARFIELD 0150 - 0151 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, 0. O. 
RABBI 

HARRY A . LEVY 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 







MRS LOUIS BINSTOCK 

520 STRATFOR D PLACE 

CHICAGO 13. ILLINOIS 
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