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The Temple-on-the-Lake

3480 LAKE SHORE DRIVE, CHICAGO, 13
RABBI LOUIS BINSTOCK, D. D.

July 22, 1946

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple
E. 105th and Ansel Road

Cleveland 6, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:
At the request of Rabbi Binstock,

I am enclosing a copy of the May 1l0th release

of the American Council for Judaism.

Sincerely,

éli s

Secretary to Rabbi

X
]




May 10, 1946

The President,
Washington, D, C.

My dear Mr., President:

It 1s my very great pleasure to follow
the instructions of our Executive Committee to send you in its
behalf, as well as in behalf of our entire membership, our
sincere thanks and deep appreciation for the part you played
in enabling the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry to render
its magnificent Report. I have likewise been instructed to
convey to you our opinions regarding the Report, which I do
most respectfully, with the hope that you will consider them
as a constructive policy which you can wholeheartedly endorse.
Fundamentally we urge the complete acceptance of the
Recommendations of the Report as a whole, and we look forward
to its implementation at the earliest possible moment. I
stand ready to confer with you t6 the end that our organization
may be useful in bringing this Report speedily into effect.

We believe that some day, when the
passions of the moment will have become & memory, the unanimous
Report of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry will be
regarded a8 one of the most lucid, wise, humane and statesman-
like documents of our times. Composed under incredible
pressures, within a limited time and on sub jects on which
there 1s intense feeling, the Report 1s a monument to good
sense, to clarity and to breadth of vision., The unanimity
of 1ts sponsors is a tribute to their rational wisdom.

The unique quality of this Report lies
in the fact that it is one Report. While designed to deal
with a number of complex problems, each of its Recommendations
is an intrinsic but subordinate aspect of a larger total;
each section 1s related to and intertwined with all others.

No greater disservice can be done to the judicious findings

of the able and sincere men who composed the Committee than
to mutilate thelr Recommendatlions by fragmentary action; by
breaking up the unified coordinated structure they have reared
of humanitarian vision, political wisdom and high-minded
aspirations for peace.

The magnitude of the Report can be judged
from the fact that it deals, and deals with utmost wisdom,
with four basic interleccking considerations.

l. The report commends action on the immediate
problem of about 100,000 Jews who are among
the Displaced Persons of Europe, who are actually,
not theoretically, homeless and for whom new
homes must be found. The views of the Committee
are that these homes should promptly be found
for them in Palestine.




The Report logically and properly then turns to
conditions for peace and progress in Palestine.
What service would be rendered to the 100,000
displaced Jews by merely transferring them from
an unhappy post-war atmosphere to a tense,
poténtial, pre-war environment? The crackle of
gunfire, the bursting of hand grenades, the
bombing of buildings, the barbed wire enclosures
of a military encampment do not constitute an
atmosphere sultable for those deeply injured men,
women and children. They must be removed to a
land of peace, To urge their transfer to Palestine
without regard for the other Recommendations would
only give the appearance of solving a problem
without actually considering the fate of the human
beings who constitute that problem.

Throughout its Recommendations, the Committee
clearly indicates its goal: that Palestine be

a peaceful land in which all of 1its inhabitants
shall be bound by a common loyalty to that country
and to no other; in which they will all pool their
skills and resources for the common good, not merely
for parrisan good. To this end 1t advises that all
dis-criminatory practices of group against group,
whether a "White Paper" restricting Jews or a
Jewish National Fund lease excluding Arsb labor,
shall be rejected.

In the Committee's Report the relationship between

all these elements is made apparent. The transfer

of these deeply injured people from Europe to
Palestine 1s not enough. The move must be accompanlied
by procedures that will make for a peaceful habitatlion
of all of the people of all of Palestine.

The Committee's breadth of vision 1s also made clear
in those sections of its Report which deal with the
status of the remaining Jews in Europe.

In regard to them, the Committee expresses the view
that the whole world shares a responsibility, both

for those who may still need to emigrate and those

who will continue to live in Europe.

Porresponding to the position that we of the

American Council for Judaism have steadily maintalned,
the Committee's emphasis is on giving effect to the
provisions of the United Nations Charter for the
protection of fundamental human individual rights.

The Committee's insight and profound wisdom are
summarized in its statement that: "A considerable
number of Jews will continue to live in most

European countries. In our view, the mass immigration
of all European Jews would be a service neither to

the Jews themselves nor to Europe. Every effort
should be made to enable the Jews to rebuild thelr
shattered communities, while permitting those Jews

who wish to do so, to emigrate."




The committee rightfully recommends action for

the economic, political and social re-integration
of the Jews of Europe: "The only really effective
antidotes are the enforcement by each government
of guaranteed civil liverties and equal rights,

a program of education in the positive principles
of democracy, the sanction of a strong world
public opinion -~ combined with economic recovery
and stability."

Finally, the Committee's Report deals with the
fundamen tal character of the relati onship of the
Jews of the world to Palestine. This may be, over
a period of years, the most important service that
it renders. It makes clear what are the acceptable
as against the unacceptable relati onships between
Jews the world over and Palestine as a proposed
state.

The Committee states: "Further, while we recognilze
that any Jew who enters Palestine in accordance with
its laws is there of right, we expressly disapprove
of the position taken in some Jewish quarters that
Palestine has in some way been ceded or granted as
thelr State to the Jews of the world, that every
Jew everywhere is, merely because he 1s a Jew,

a citizen of Palestine and therefore can enter
Palestine as of right without regard to conditions
imposed by the Government upon entry, and that
therefore there can be no illegal immigration of
Jews Into Palestine, We declare and affirm that
any immigrant Jew who enters Palestine contrary

to its laws is an 1llegal immigrant." (our under-
lining.)

A Jew who enters Palestine legally 1s there as of
right. So 1s the Jew who enters any other country

in accordance with its immigration laws. Justifiably,
thls declaration rejects the Zionist claim that
Palestine has been given to the Jews of the world,

and that therefore all Jews have special rights in
regard to Palestine.

By thlis significant declaration, the Committee

clears the way for the important task that must be
given priority by Jews all over the world; the
historic process of their full integration into

the countries in which they live or to which they
remove. In this way they will further the traditions
of western civilization and democracy.

We respectfully submit the above in support of
our contention that the Committee's Report be accepted in its
entirety and that prompt action be taken to implement all of the
provisions of that Report.

Sincerely yours,

President




Dr. louls Binstock
348 N. lake Shore
Chicego, Illineols

My dear lous

I am replying to your letter here in New York and I haven't your
handwritten letter before me. As I recall it, you chocked up with
Fineshreiber about my statement and Fineshreiber indignantly repudiated
it. I don't know why you didn't follow my advice and go to the "original
sources”. It is alvays well to consult the sourses. .

The Mmerican Council for Judaism issued two statements on the Report
of the Anglo-American Committee of Imquiry. One was a letter addressed to
the President of the United States and made public on May 14 by lessinmg J.
Rosenwald. It is primted im the "Informstion Bulletin® of the American
Couneil for Judalism igsue of May 16, 1946. The other is = letter submitted
to the State Department at a meeting between lr. Rosenwald and Dean Acheson
on Jume 2, 1946, and peimted in the "Information Bulletin® of June 16, 1946.

the President on May 14, Mr. Rosemwald, speaking for
for Judalsm, stated, "The unique quality of #his Report
Report.” (The italics are Mr. Rosemwald's).
th a mmber of complex problems, each of its
, an intrinsic but subordinate aspect of a larger Sotals
each section 1s related to and intertwined with all others."”

"o greater disservice can be done to the judiclious findings of the
able and sincere men who composed the Committes than to mutilate their
Recommendations by fragmentary actiom: by breaking up the unified coordinmated

strueture they have reared of humsniterian visiom, politicel wisdom and high-
minded aspirations for peace."

" "sssthat service would be renmdered to the 100,000 Displaced Jews by
mh»&mﬁrﬂummummmmuctm.
potential, pre-war enviromment? The cratkle of gunfire, the bursting of hand
grenades, the bombing of bulldings, the barbed wire enmclosures of a military
encampment do not constitute an atmosphere suitable for those deeply injured
men, women and children. THEY MUST BE REMOVED TO A LAND OF PEACE. (The
italics are ¥r. Rosenwald's). Th urge their transfer to Palestine without
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regard for the other Recommendations would only give the appearance of solving
a problem without actually comsidering the fate of the human beings who conmstitute
that problem.”

You will recall that the President of the United States when he made publie
the Anglo-American Report took the diametrically opposite point of view of Mr.
Rosenwalde The President stated on April 30, "I am very happy that the recuest
vhich I made for the immediate admission of 100,000 Jews into Palestine has been
unanimously endorsed by the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. The transference
of these unfortunate people should now be aceomplished with the greatest dispatch.
«+eIn addition to these immediate objectives the report deals with many other
questions of long-range political policies and questions of intermatiomal law which
require careful study and which I will take under advisement."

In other words, the President was eager to have these 100,000 unfortunate
Jows moved at once withaut walting for astion on the other recommendations of the
Report. But not so lessing J. Rosenwald and the American Council for Judalsm who
were perfectly content to let these 100,000 languish in their misery while the
lang-range poliey problems are first disposed of. That is to say not until the
g_’;;:iah State 1s officlally buried to the satisfaction of the American Council for
sm.

As & result of wide-spread criticism, I assume the letter to Dean Acheson a
fow weeks later is somewhat less pointed. Nevertheless, the same position is
maintalned. "...We shole-heartedly approve all of the Recommendations of the Report,
and urge the adoption of the Report AS A WHOLE (the italics are Mr. Rosenwald's)
and the simultensous implementation of all it Recommendations. We consider it
imperative that the realistic balance between contending forces that is provided for
in the Report be maintained by the adoption of the Report AS A WHOLE. (Ttalics are
Mr. Rosenwald's). ...Partisan pressures, which demand the acceptance of only those
Recommendations which are favorable will lead unquestionably to unsettled conditions
vithin and outside of Palestine." :

The question which I posed in my Presidential Message at the CCAR addressed
to my Rabbinical College was therefore based on the of ficial statements of the
Council, and I feel that conscientious rabbis whose anti-Zionigm has not poisoned
either their religious convictions nor their Jewish loyalties shauld seriously ask
themselves whether they can continue to remain members of such an organization as
the American Council for Judaism.

With all good wishes and hoping that you are enjoying your summer vacation,
I r‘ﬂdn.

Most cordially yours,

Abba HillellSilver
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The Temple-on-the-Lake

RABBI LOUIS BINSTOCK, D. D.

August 8, 1946

Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver
E. 105th Street and Ansel Rd.
Cleveland 6, Ohio

My dear Silver:

It's too bad you didn't have my handwritten
letter before you (or perhaps you couldn't have
read my script anyway) prior to your answer., I
agree with you that it is well to consult the
sources and that goes for both of us. And it is
well also to stick to the literal meaning of the
sources.

I did not take Fineshriber's "word" about the
facts. I had him send me the facts, namely (1)

the May 10th Council statement (exact copy of it

I mailed you); (2) New York Times issue of May

10th (which I personally examined and found no
article about Council, as you claimed); (3) copy
of article about Council in New York Times issue
of May 13th, which no more warrants your charges X
than May 15th Council Bulletin.

In our auto ride together, you definitely stated
to me that your charges were not based on the
May 15th bulletin, containing May l4th letter,
but on a report in New York Times May 10th and
Council statements on which it was based. Now,
you go back to May l1l4th statement and to a later
one of June 2nd and give them your own inter-
pretations. If it's a matter of interpretation
of a statement and not a presentation of proof,
then we must disagree. I am still convinced that
you are absolutely wrong in your interpretation
and that your charges made at the Conference
were terribly unjust. But I have gotten over
being resentful.




Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
Page Two
August 8, 1946

I am still very grateful for our ride because

I learned much =~ primarily to understand you
mich better, So, we'll let the matter stand
that way. I pray that our friendship shall
deepen with the coming difficult years and that
we shall be drawn closer together by our dreams
and deeds.

Many thanks for your letter. Teke care of
yourself.

Sincerely,

lrsis S
2

P.S. Am having my secretary type this letter
and sign my name. Then you can assuredly read
it.
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The Temple
EAST IOS™ STREET AT ANSEL ROAD










MRs. Louis BINSTOCK
520 STRATFORD PLACE
CHICAGO 13, ILLINOIS
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. louls Binstock
38 N, loke Shore
Chicago, Illinois

My desr lous

. I sm replying to your let
handwritten letter before me.
Fineshreiber about my statenent
it. T don't knowv vhy you didn't
sources”. It is always well to consul

The merican Council for Judalism two
of the mplo-/merican Committee of Inquiry. One

the Mregldent of the Uhited States anxl made pudbl

Rogenwvald, It is printed in the “"Information Bulletin®

Counell for Judaism 1gsus of May 15, 1946, The other is a letter submitted
to the “tate Departnent =zt a meeting between !ir, Nosenwald

on June 2, 1946, and peimted in the "Information Bulletin® of Jume 16,

In the letter to the Mresident on Moy 14, Mr. Rosemwald, speaking for
the /mericen Coumcil for Judalsm, stated, "The unigue quality of this Roport
lies in the fact that 1t is ONE Report." (T™he italics are I, Rosenwald's).
"¥hile designed to deal with o mmber of complex problems, esch of its
recommendations 1s an intrinsic but sudbordinate aspect of a larger Sotals
each pection is related to and intertuined with all others.”

“YNo greater dlgservice san be done to the Jullelous Tindings of the
able md sincere men who composed the Committes than to mutilate their
Recommendations by fraguentary actiont by breaking up the umified coordimated
structure they have reared of Mmanitarian vision, politicel wisdom and Mighe
minded aspirations for poace.” :

"esethat service wvmuld be rendered to the 100,000 Displaced Jouws by
merely transferring them fram an unhappy post-war atmosphere to a tense,
potential, pre-ver enviroment? The cragkle of aunfire, the bursti
grenades, the boubing of bulldings, the barbed wire enclosures of a mill
encempment do not eonstitute an atmosphere suitable for those deeply
men, women and ehildrem, THEY MUST BT RIMOVED TC A LAND OF PRACE.
italics are Vr. Rogsenwald's)e 7O wrge thelr transfer to Palestine




“ 2= July 31, 1946

rogard for the other Recommendations would only give the appearanse of solving
8 Problus vithout actually considering the fate of the human beings who constitute
that problem.”

You will recall that the resident of the United States when he made publie
the Anglo-American Report took the diametrically opposite point of view of Mre
Rosenwalde The President stated on April 30, "I am very happy that the request
wvhich I made for the immediate admission of 100,000 Jews into Palestine has been
unanimously endorsed by the Anglo-/imerican Committee of Inquiry. The transforence
of these unfortunate people should now be accomplisghed with the greatest dispateh.
eseIn addition to these immediate objectives the report deals with many other
questions of long-range political policies and questions of intermatiomal law which
require careful study and which I will take under advisement.”

In other words, the President was eager to have these 100,000 unfortunate
Jows moved at once withait walting for astion on the other recommendations of the
Report. PFut not @0 lessing J. Rosenwald and the American Council fer Judalism who
wore perfoctly comtent to let these 100,000 languish in thelr misery while the
ldng-range policy problems are first disposed of, That is %o say not until the
Jowigh State iz offielally buried to the satisfaction of the American Council for
Judal am,

As a result of wide-spread criticimm, I assume the letter to Dean Acheson a
fow woeks later is somevhat less pointeds Nevertheless, the same position is
malntaineds “eeefe shole-heartedly approve all of the Recommendations of the Report,
and urge the adoption of the Report A3 A WHOLR (the italics are Mr. Rogsenwald's)
an! the gimultangous implementation of all it Recommendations. We consider 1%
imperative that the realistic balance between contending forces that 1s provided for
in the Report be maintained by the adoption of the Report AS A WICLE, (Italics are
Mre Rosenwald's)e eeoPartisan pressures, which demand the acceptance of only those

tions wvhich are favorable will lesd unquestionably to unsettled conditions

vithin and outside of Palestine,"

The question which I posed in my Presidential lessage at the CCAR addressed
%o my Rabbinical College was therefore based on the of fielal statements of the
Gouneil, and I feel thet conscientious rabbis whose anti-Zionism has not polsoned
either their religlous convictions nor their Jewish loyalties should seriously ask
themselves whether they can contimue to remein members of such en organization as
the American Counsil for Judalam,

#ith all good wishes and hoping that you are enjoying your sumer vasation,
I remain,

Most esordially yours,

Abba Hillellsilver




Dr. louls w
348 N, lake Shore
Chiecago, Illineis

My dear lous

I am replylng to your letter here im New York and I haven't your
handwritten letter before me. As I recall 1t, you chocked up with
nwwm-ymnmnmwwpmhw
it. Idm'tm'mmdia'tfonulydﬂuwmnﬁ.'oﬂm
sources”. It is alvays well to conmsult the sourses.

NMcmMIwaQIMMMat&mM
of the mglo-imerican Committee of Inquiry. One was a letter adiressed to

the Fresident of the United States and made public on May M by lLessing J.
Rosenwald. It is primted in the “Information Pulletin® of the Mmericen
Council for Judalem Lssue of May 16, 1946, The other is a letter subnitted
to the State Department at a meeting between Nr. Nosenwsld and Dean Acheson
on June 2, 1946, and primted in the "Information Bulletin® of Jume 16, 194€.

In the letter to the Presidemt on May 14, Mr. Rosenwald, speaking for
the Mmerican Coumcil for Judaism, stated, "The unique quality of this Roport
lies in the fact that it is ONE Report.” (The italics are Mr. Rosenwald's).
“Wbile designed to deal with a mumber of complex problems, each of its
recommendations is an intrinsic but subordinate sspect of a larger Sotal
each section 1s related to and intertwined with all others.” :

“No greater disserviee ean ba done to the judicious findings of the
able md sincere men who composed the Committes than to mutilate thelr
Recommendations by fragmentary astions by breaking up the unified coordinated
structure they have reared of humsnitarian vision, politicel wisdom and i ghe
winded aspirations for pesce."

“sesthat service wauld be remdered to the 100,000 Displaced Jews by
merely transforring them frem an unhappy post-war atmosphere to a tense,
potential, pre-wer enviromment? The creckie of gunfire, the bursting of hand
gronades, the bombing of bulldings, the barbed wire enslosures of a military
encampment do not scomstitute an atmosgphere suitable for those deeply imjured
men, women and children. THEY MUST BE RIMOVED TO A LAND OF PRACE. (The
italies are Mr. Rosemwald's). T urge their transfer to Palestine without
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regard for the other Recommendations would only give the appearance of .2:::
a problem without actually considering the fate of the human beings who tute
that problem.”

You will recall that the President of the United States when he made publie
the Anglo-American Report took the diametrically opposite point of view of Mr.
Rosenwalds The President stated on April 30, "I am very happy that the recuest
vhich I made for the immediate admission of 100,000 Jews into Palestine has been
unanimously endorsed by the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. The transference
of these unfortunate psople should now be aceomplished with the greatest dispateh.
seeIn addition to these immediate objectives the report deals with many other
questions of long-range political policles and questions of intermational lew which
require careful study and which I will take under advisement."

In other words, the President was eager to have these 100,000 unfortunate
Jews moved at once withaut walting for astion on the other recommendatiomns of the
Report. FBut not go lessing J. Rogpenwald and the American Council for Judaism who
were perfectly content to let these 100,000 languish in thelr misery while the
ldng-range policy problems are first disposed of. That is to say not until the
g:::h State is offiecially buried to the satisfaction of the American Council for
e

Az a result of wide~spread criticism, I assume the letter to Dean Acheson a
few weeks later is somevhat less pointed. Nevertheless, the same position is
maintained: "...We shole~heartedly approve all of the Recommendations of the Heport,
and urge the adoption of the Report AS A WHOLE (the itallics are Mr. Rogenwald's)
and the simultangous implementation of all it Recommendations. We consider it
imperative that the realistic balance between contending forces that is provided for
in the Report be maintained by the adoption of the Report AS A WHOLE. (Italios are
Mr. Rosenwald's)e ...Partigan pressures, which demand the acceptance of only those
Recommendations which are favorable will lead unquestionably to unsettled conditions
vithin and outside of Palestine." :

The question which I posed in my Presidential Message at the CUAR addressed
to my Rabbiniscal College was therefore based on the of ficlal statements of the
Couneil, and I feel that conscientious rebbis whogse anti-Zionism has mot poisoned
either thelr religious convictions nor their Jewish loyalties shauld seriously ask
themselves whether they can continue to remain members of such an organization as
the Amerisan Couneil for Judaism,.

#th all good wishes and hoping that you are enjoying your summer vacation,
I remain,

Most eordially yours,

Abba HillellSilver






