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2 February 1947 
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Ol'l'ICIE 01' 

TH~ DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

WASHINGTON 
25 

April 14, 1947 

Certain questions have been raised concerning the 
definition ot membership to be used for the Jewish Bodies 
in connection with our 1946 census of Religious Bodies. we 
are anxious to have the tullest possible discussion or cer
tain alternative procedures in order that our plans may be 
developed so as to produce the kind of statistics that will 
be most generally useful. 

We are planning to hold a meeting on April 24, 1947 
at 3:00 p.m. in Room 1508 at the Department ot Commerce Build
ing, 14th and Constitution Avenue N. w., tor the purpose of 
discussing the definition or membership and possibl.7 for the 
consideration ot one or two other matters. The enclosed 
statement indicates certain possible methods or handling 
the membership question for the present Census ot Religious 
Bodies and we hope that you may have a chance to consider 
these in advance ot the meeting. 

I hope very much that you or some representative 
tram your organization may participate in our meeting. In 
the event you cannot attend, a written statement ot your 
views regarding the various alternatives would be helpful. 

Enclosure 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

I 
1. C. Capt( 
Director 

central Conference of American Rabbis 
E. 105th st. & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

WASHINGTON 25 

STATEMENT ON ALTERNATIVE METHODS FOR OBTAINING mIBERSHIP DATA 
FROM JEJ/ISH ORGANIZATIONS FOR THE GEN.SUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES 

(For Discussion Purposes) • 

Method No o lo - Ask for enrolled membership, even though the enrolled 
membership of a Jewish congregation will represent only a small fraction of 
the entire constituencyo 

This is the method followed in the Census of 19160 It has the advan
tage of asking the same set of questions of the Jewish organizations as of 
the other denominations, though specialized instructions would be required 
not only for membership but also for some of the other questions on the 
schedule a 

Method Noa 2o - Collect from the individual congregations in the 
larger cities data on those items othe~ than membership, and obtain through 
the activities of the Jewish Statistical Bureau estimates of the whole number 
o! Jews in the cities concernedo (For small places with only one congregation 
the membership figures would be obtained on a schedule sent to that congrega
tion rather than through an independent estimateo) This is the method used 
in the Censuses of 1926 and 19369 the re~nllts of 1'hich have been vigorously 
criticised by some users of the statistics because of the method employed in 
their collectiono 

Method Noo Jo - Ask on a schedule both for the enrolled membership 
as under M.ethod Noo 1 and for the Rabbivs best estimate of the congregation's 
total constituency, the latter to be defined in the Instructions in such 
fashion as to make the closest possible parallel with the membership of a 
Lutheran or Rom.an Catholic church o The sum total of these constituency 
figures for all congregations in the city would be accepted as representing 
the membership for any city, where they were not seriously inconsistent with 
the independent estimate of the number of Jews in the cityo All cases of 
serious inconsistency would be investigated, and adjustment made in accord= 
ance with the findings of the investigationo 

Method Noo 4o - Exactly like Method Na o 3, with the addition of a 
third set of inquiries on the schedule calling for an estimate of the number 
of persons attending the last high holiday serviceso This figure would 
normally be materially less than the total constituency and would perhaps 
fonn a more or less uniform percentage of it o In any case, while it •ould 
often have to be estimated it would represent a more specific estimate 
than the total constituency and would therefore afford material assistance 
in cases where adju..st.Qlent of .the constituency figure was requiredo 

(April 11, 1947) 



,/ CL.ASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \.. CHECK 
DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY $ 
DAY URGENT 

LETTER RATE WESTERN"·' ACCOU NTING I NFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED UNI ON s 
NIGHT NIGHT 

LETTER LETTER 
TIME FILED 

Patrons &hould check class or aervice f desired: othf'rwise the message will be 
t ransmilled as a telegram or A . N . WILLIAMS 

ordinary c3.blegr:im. PRESIDENT 

Send the following telegram, 1ubject to the term1 on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

llBJBIX MRS. MAX E. CORRICK 
__ 5~-~2=3~-4~7 ____ /9_ 

To'------------------------------

523 W. 9th Street Care of or Apt. No. _______ _ 

Street and No. Erie Pa. ---

Place: _________________________________ _ 

.J 
THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS RECORDS ITS DEEP SORRO AT THE 

w-t:o &.u--0...-o " 

PASSING OF YOUR BELOVED HUSBAND, &\BB{ MAX E. ::CURR.I-Off A PAST PRESIDENT OF 

THE GONFEBENCE .AND ONE OF ITS MOST DISTINGUISHED AND VALUABLE MEMBERS. ,_ 
RABBI CORRICK WAS GREATLY REV ~RED AND BELOVED BY HIS COLEAGUES 

THE NATION. HIS MODESTY AND SELl'L!SSNESS AND HIS t~UIET BOT VERY EFFECTIVE 

SERVICE TO AMERICAN JtJDAISM OVER A LONG PERIOD OF YEARS WILL W..KE HIS.__.N,.....il-ME-----

FOREVER CHERISHED BY 'l'HE AMERICAN RABBINATE WHOSE S'fANDARDS HE UPHELD AND TO 
WHOSE IDEALS HE REMAINED UNFALTERINGLY FAITHFUL. 

Sender's name and addr~s 
(For reference only) 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER - President Sender's telephone 
number 




