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July 30, 1946 

Dr. Abba H. Silver, Pres. 
Central Coaference of Amer. Rabbis 
34 West 6th Street 
Cinncinatti, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of 

the letter sent to you on June 4, 1946, and 

would like to ask you, once more, to be kind 

enough and send us your contribution for this 

year. 

Writiruc to personalities as you are, I do 

not need to stress the fact that without He

brew culture, the existence of Jewry would 

be dreary and barren beyond thoughts or imagi

nation. 

Hoping to receive a favorable response, 

I remain 

Sincerely yours, 



June 4, 1946 

Dr. Abba H. Silver, Pres. 

Central Conference of Amer. Rabbis· 
34 West 6th Btreet 
Cincinatti, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I allow myself to ask you, as the presi
dent of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, 
to send, this year aleo, a substantial cont ribu
tion to the cultural institutions in Palestine 
which we are supporting. 

Last year, we received from the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis, $150.00. I wish 
to hope that you will increase your support in 
accerdance with the times and needs of Eretz 
Yisroel Hayotzeret. 

With best wishes for a happy holiday, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

PALESTINE HEBREW CULTURE fUND, 
For the Executive Committee, 

-
af':mk 
Enc. 

DR. IRIE FRANKEL 
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September 241 1948 

Dr. Harry l'rieden d 
121~ Eutaw Place 
Baltiaore 17, Md. 

dear hi.ends 

Pend. t • to tJ:1ank you tor your 
thoughtrulnesa in endin me a c<;>py ot your 
ess Y t •J • 1eh Lualnariea in • edical History." 
I know thu.t I shall read it with u r1r &.t deal ot 
pleasur.. 

~1th ~11 good wishea for the coming 
year, I reaa1n 

Most cordially yours, 

AHSaBlt 
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ABBA HILIJ•L SILV•R, President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF . 

ABRAHAM J. P'l:LDMAN, Vice-President 
Hartford, Conn. 

HARRY •. MARGOLI■, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l ■AAC E. MARCU■ON, Admlnlatratlve Secretary 
Macon, GL 

SIDN•Y L. REGNER, Financial Secreta?7 
Readlna, PL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Sil ver 
.l 05th Str eet and Ansel Hoad 
Cleveland, Ohio 

J .y dear Abba : 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICIE OF VICE PREIIIDIENT 

701 FARMINGTON AVE. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

October 30, 1946 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

JOSEPH L. BARON, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HERBERT I. BLOOM, Kingaton, N. Y. 
DANIEL L. DAVIS, Lancaster, Pa. 
Lou,. I. EGELSON, Cincinnati, 0. 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOFP', Pittsburgh, Pa. 
ABRAM M. GRANISON, New York, N. Y. 
ROBERT I. KAHN, Houston, Texaa 
S. FELIX MENDEL■OHN, Chicago, Ill. 

LEVI A. OLAN, Worc:eeter, Maas. 
WENDELL A. PHILLIPS, El Paao, Texas 
DAVID POLISH, Waterbury, Conn. 
Jo■HUA TRACHTENBERG, Euton, PL 
DAVID H. WICE, Newark, N. J. 
BERNARD ZEIGER, Roanoke, Va. 

You asked me to make some sugeestions fo r the conference lecture 

and the confer ence sermon. I suggest the follovring two fo r your consideration; 

if you want more please tell me : 

For the confer ence l ect ure I sug~est I.evi 01 (HUC) who is one of 

our best phil osophic minds. For the conferen,,ce s~tmQJl I sug~est Jacob Rudin 

( JIP.) . He was one of the names given me by ~:rise last yea:r . I have not thou ·ht 

of any other names for the l ecture, but vri th r efere 1ce to the sermon two other 

names occur to me , vm.o have never pr eached at the confer ence . One is Ifor ris 

;.oldstein (HUC) of San Francisco and the other is Louis I E.,elson, vmo ; P rrraduate 

neither of HUC nor JIR but is a "convert" f ron the Jewish Theolo~ical Seminary. 

to you! 
Con~ratulations unon your victor y at the convention and more power 
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lovember 5, 19~8 

Rabbi Abraham J. 1al.dmam 
Oongreaation Beth I arael 
701 larmington Aftnue 
Hartford, Oonn. 

117 dear Abes 

1 t.hink Jaoob Rudin uld be a ·good aan 1m 1nT1 te t.o 
dellnr th• oonteNDoe 1.-n .. In oonn otJ.on with t.he 
oontermoe lecture, I wonder whether 1 t would not be 
appropriate to invite 11ora1natnn 1na,amoh as that w1ll 
b hi laat year as Prenden t ot the BOC. I b.iieve 
th t 1 t -..u • ._,d be a tine act ot reoop1 t1on and would be 
appreciated 1,r lora:l•• Let lmo what you thuak or it. 

11th all good wiahea, I rtae1n 

All ever 7oura, 

AHSaGR 



MEMO FROM 

RABBI ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN, D.D. 
701 Fannintton Avenue 
Hartforcl 7, Connecticut 



RABBI SOLOMON B. FRIEEHOF, D. D. 

Roou• SHALOM TIIM .. LII 

l'l"H AND MORIIWOOD AYIINUIIS 

PITTS■URGH. PA. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

November 7, 1946 

I do not know whether you subscribe to the 
Mekitze Nirdomim. In case you have not been 
subscribing in recent years, I am sending you some 
of the more important books as a present. 

As ever, 

..'I 

SBF/rms 



OFFICCRS 194!5 • 1946 

ABBA HILLEL SILVCR , President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ABRAHAM J . FELDMAN , Vice-President 
Hartford, Conn. 

HARRY s . MARGOLIS , Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

HERBERT I. BLOOM, King!<ton, N. Y. 
STANLEY R. BRAV, Vick~burg, Mi,,. 
ABRAHAM FEINSTEIN , Chattanooga, Tenn. 
SOLOMON B . FREEHOF, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
ALAN s. CREEN , Houston, Texas 
AR Y EH LEV , Washington, D. C. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT 

701 FARMINGTON AVE. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

JACOB R . MARCUS , Cincinnati, Ohio 
s. FELIX MENDELSOHN , Chicago, Ill. 
DAVID POLISH , Waterbury, Conn. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Secretary 
Readina, Pa. 

November 8, 1946 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
105 Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland - 6, Ohio 

1..y dear Abba : 

DAVI D WICE, Newark, N. J. 
LO U IS WITT, Dayton, Ohio 
BERNAR D ZEIGER, RoanokE', Vn. 

I think you~ thought of invitin~ 
L.or~enstern to isive the conference lecture is 
excellent and, I think, would please him gr eatly. 

tmen you have the acceptances f rom 
Rudin and Horgenstern, i,vill you please let me know 
that I may put them on my list as the program 
developes. 

fith everv ~ood wish, I remain 

As 

AJF: rr 



November n, 1946 

Rabbi Solomon B. Fre ot 
Congreg tion Rode.f' Shalom 
4905 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

dear Sola 

Have you 1 ven any thought to the men o is to auoceed 
1eldmsn a Preaidsit of the COAR? It 1s not too early 
to begin thinkin ot it. 

Feldman sends in the names of' Ettel.son, Reichler and 
Julius k. 

As ever ,aura, 

.AHS&GR 



RABBI SOLOMON B, FRll:EHOF, D, D. 

RODIIP' SHALOM TIIM .. LIE 

P'l"H AND MORIIWOOD AVIINUIIS 

PITTS■URGH, PA, 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The TeI!lple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

November 12, 1946 

As I think over the names FeldmRn mentions, my thoughts 
are PS follows: First that men like Reichler and Ettelson 
(and we might also mention Rauch) are by now too old to 
carry the burdens of the Central Conference, which has grown 
much larger than in the days when we did have men of that 
age. 

We ought. to ha.ve men who are our age or even somewhat 
younger. Julius Mark is a good possibility; or perhaps be
fore him I snou.ld like you to consider Samuel Mayerberg who 
graduated in 1917. Mark graduated in 1922. Bamberger is a 
possibility, but he has a good deal of time yet. He was 
graduated in 1926. Mayerberg Reems to me to be of the right 
age and the right temperament. 

With best wishes, 

As ever, 

SBF/rms 



Dr. Abr· ba.m J. Feldman 
701 r rmington Ave. 
H rttord, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Feld ana 

November 18, 1946 

Dr. Silver re uested e to send you the enclo ed 
letters which he received from Dr. or enstern ard Rabbi Rudin. 

1th best ia es, I re 1n 

Ver sincerely yours, 

BJI Secretary to Dr. Silver 
Enc. - 2 
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AaaA HILLKL SILVER, President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

AaRAHAM J. F'KLDMAN, Vice.President 
Hartford, Conn. 

HARRY •. MARGOLI., Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

laAAC E. MARCUaON, Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

81DNKY L. REGNKR, Financial Secretar, 
Readins, Pa. 

Dr . Abba Hillel 
E . 105th St . ~ 
Cleveland - 6, 

My dear Abba : 

Silver 
nsel Rd . 

Ohio 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OP'P'ICE OP' VICE PRESIDENT 

701 FARMINGTON AVE. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

JOSl!:P,H L. BARON, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HERBKRT I. BLOOM, Kinsaton, N. Y. 
DANIEL L. DAVIS, Lancaster, Pa. 
LOUIS I. EGIELSON , Cincinnati, 0. 
SOLOMON B. FREEHOl"I", Pittsbursrh, Pa. 
AaRAM M. GRANISON, New York, N. Y. 
RoautT I. KAHN, Houston, Texaa 
8. P'KLIX MIENDEL80HN 1 Chicago, Ill. 
LIIVI A. OLAN, Worcmter, Maas. 
WENDKLL A. PHILLIP,S, El Paao, Texas 
DAVID POLISH, Waterbury, Conn. 
JOSHUA TRACHTl:N■lltRG, Euton, Pa. 
DAVID H. WICE, Newark, N. J. 
BERNARD °ZKIGER, Roanoke, Va. 

iJovember 22 , 19 46 

Thank you for sendino; me the tno letters of the preachers for the 
next convention . 

! .. orgie speaks of being invited to ~ive the conference II sermon" . I t:m 

writing him today correctinct his impression and tellincr him that it is the conference 
lecture that he is to give . -

As to ltudin, I do not know when you are leaving for Svri tzer land but 
should he find that he cannot undertake to preach the sermon on June 28th , shall we 
wait until you return f r o1 ,urope or do you want ne to make the assignment of 
another J . I . R. man? 

Babe Glazer and ~d l!agnin have accepted the invitations to read papers 
on the theme o.,: 11 Good 'ill and J eYrish Defehse Activity". 

Both Sloniusky and Liebman have declined to write papers on the subject 
of " Prayer" . Have you any sur;gestions of names vrho:m I mirrht novr vrri te to to prepare 
those papers? I shall a1fait your thou~ht on it and direction. 

I went up to Lontr eal and spent the whole day [ednesday there and 
conferred ·d. th hotel people as well as with Harry Ster n as to the details of the 
convention . I have noi:T the complete layout and assi nments of the rooms that will 
be needed for the meet in~s , the dinners , etc . I shall send that to :.arcuson. The 
, ount oyal Hotel , which is to be the headquarters , ¥rill set aside for us one 
hundred double rooms and twenty- five sin ,le rooms . Stern is ?'.akin arran~ements 
-vri th the Hote::i. , indsor and the Ritz- Carl ton, both of which are ·within a block of t e 
Lount "Royal , for additional rooms to hose our men . 

Also -- I told Stern to o up to Ott~ra and to extend an invitation to 
Prime inister r-·cKenzie fini:; to address the onenin session O.L our convention. An 
effort will also be made to have the City of .. ontr eal ,ive an official tea at the 



Tovembe ~c , 19h6 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver ('"!ont inued) 

Shalet on r ount Royal on the Saturday afternoon of the convention 1ri th His • .. orship, 
the 1rayor, extending the of 'icinl rrr eetinn;s of tne ci t-r on t:1at occasion . There is 
a possibility, also , ti1at tne cono:reC'fation •d.11 arrange for us to nave luncheon at 
the Chalet after t 1e services on 0a turday and ue shall thus 1 e able to r1ave our 
Sabbath afternoon Shiur on .ount Poyal in the ver-J pleasant environment v hich that 
offers. I shall expect to hear f r on Stern within a few days as to these matters . 

In planninr; the openin session on Tuesday evenin ") , June 2hth. , vre cJ.o-reed 
that thac should be hold at tne "i;emple . Ho had t l ere a copy of the pro -rai1 of t 1e 
convention O.L 1P.97 that uas eld ~ ontreal and we ao;reecl to tr.1 to approximate t 1at 
openin, session . Of the ri1en -rmo ~ on the nro.,.ram ifty ;rears ari;o the only two alive 
today arc Leo ~•'ranklin and David Phili,1son . I tnou~ht that it ·rould l,e a good thin~ 
to have these two Mell ive tne openin, aid closincr prayers respectively. s to the 
a;r eetin s , • arry Stern would say a fe r rords verv briefly as tne ost ~abbi . Then 
tne e would be the of l'icial e1reetinr:s fror.i the ominion OJ. .. Canada by t 1e ')rime ·inister 
( or an ad ess wri ttcn by hir.1 to be read b~l one of the inisterfJ 01 the Groi.m in t '1e 
event that he ina s it iJ11po3siile to coie himself) . ·;,or t e 0hristian ~OID111nity, the 
. ev . Dr . T. . Jones , ne-,rly elected J oc1 erator of the ni ted r;hurch of Canada . .ior the 
Je rish co11.:1unity of ·.ontreal , Stern s 1 7 ests r . . illi nittes , .ho is a mer ber of t l e 
noard of Trustees of hj_s ~emple and vr'-1~ '0e w"i 11 desi r•natc ';} airman of t e r;o1 l! • ttee on 
Arroi1 .,ements for the convention . T shalJ. then rriake acknouled ..... wnts of the l"'l'rcetin"'s 
and, after a musi ca.L interl cle , vo1 vrill f~i ve your messa~rc to 1 e f ollmrcd b, r the 
closin~ prayer and radd.i.sh for the ncn who died durinr~ the year . If this outline has 
yo r aprroval , please inform me at once so that I can ive the ~o-ahea s · ~nal to Stern 
to extend t e invitations • 

. n interestin ; si .eli~>it will e that the local ow: e~ation vri~ a 
photorrranhic reproduction o.i.' t 1e pro(Trar!'I. of 1897 for distribution to the uen at this 
convention . It ·ras a!l interestinr~ )ro r.;rm.1 . I sm•r t e ony of it in the • nutc book 
of the con ,re(Yatio'1 . 

shall e ,...rateful to .rou for a detailc renly and with ever ood wish , 
:r am 



November 251 1946 

Rabbi Abraham J. reldman 
Congregation Beth Israel 
701 Farmington Avf&.ue 
Harttord, Conn. 

dear Rabbi 1el.dman& 

Reply.in to your letter ot lovember 22J one, it Rudin doea 
not ace pt, I believe th t the matter can alt until I 
re tum. Two, I cannot aake any auggeations as to the people 
who are to write papers on the subject ot "Prqer". I would 
su est that you get in touch with Sol Freehot. Three, the 
arrangemm ts for our conterence in Yon treal. aeem to be 
exoelltnt. 

Please do not crowd the op111ing evening th _,o many things. 
I do not believe that it is nee saary to have both the Rabbi 
ot Montreal. sq a few words and al.so a speaker tor the Jewish 
oollUIIUlli ty. llr. Gi ttes mq well brin his reetin s the tollo 
ing morning. 

I am planning to leave this Friclq on the tUNn Elizabeth, and 
hope to return around the first ot the year. 

i th all ood wishes, I r a1n 

Aa ever, 

.&HSaGR 



November 29, 1946 

Rabbi brah J. Feldm 
Con r O tion Beth I rael 
701 F rmin n venue 
Hartford, Conn. 

Dar R bbi Feld.maria 

;you re 
CCAR, I 
letter 

Kno· in thtJ.t Dr. Silv r sin touch ' th 
rding the pro r ot the next con a1tion or the 

therefore ncloe h re 1th -OP ot 
1ich h received fro bbl Rudin. 

'1th best ishea, I re in 

V r incerely ur, 

BJK Secret ry to Dr. ilver 

,, I 



Dece ber 6, 1946 

Rabbi br h J. Feldm 
701 F rmington 
II rtford, Conn. 

Dear Rabbi Feldm a 

Dr. Silver received t he enclosed letter froa 
r. Kenen of the uneric Jewish Con erence. If ou 

t 'dnk this eeting 18 of sufficient illportance ou mi ht 
perh pa 1sh to designate represent tives to ttend it. 

1th best ishes, I rem in 

Ver:~ sincerel ours, 

BJIC er tar to Dr. Silver 
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Officers 
ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN, President 

Hartford, Conn. 

HENRY J. BERKOWITZ, Vice-President 
Portland, Oregon 

HERMAN E. SNYDER, Secretary 
1517 Noble Avenue 
Springfield, Illinois 

JACOB M. RoTHSCHILD, Treasurer 
Atlanta, Ga. 

SELWYN D. RusLANDER, Historian 
Chicago, Ill. 

Trustees 
SAUL B. APPELBAUM 

Miami, Fla. 

PHILIP D. BooKSTABER 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

FERDINAND M. IssERMAN 
St. Louis, Mo. 

MYRON M. MEYER 
St. Joseph, Mo. 

JULIAN MoRGENSTERN, Ex-Officio 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

LEVI A. OLAN 
Worcester, Mass. 

WILLIAM F. ROSENBLUM 
New York, N. Y. 

JACOB K. SHANKMAN 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 

ABRAHAM D. SHAW 
Baltimore, Md. 

JACOB SINGER, Ex-Officio 
Chicago, Ill. 

MoRDT.CAI I. SoLoFF 
Baltimore, Md. 

Representatives 
on Board of Governors 

of Hebrew Union College 

HENRY J. BERKOWITZ 
Portland, Oregon 

ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN 
Hartford, Conn. 

FELIX A. LEVY 

Chicago, Ill. 

•HARRY s. MARGOLIS 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Juuus MARK 
Nashville, Tenn. 

JACOB SINGER 

Chicago, Ill. 

PHINEAS SMOLLEll 
Chicago, DI. 

•Deceased 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

l\tbrtro Qnion Gollrgr 
December 6, 1946 

TO THE ALUMNI: 

You are aware of the fact that President Morgenstern has sub
mitted his request to the Board of Governors to be retired 
from the presidency at the end of the p~esent academic year, 
The Board of Governors appointed a committee, of which I am a 
member, to consider his request. This committee met recently 
and has recommended to the Board of Governors to accede to 
the President's request. 

At the same time, whi:st this committee was considering the 
President's retirement, informal consideration was g!ven to 
tho matter of choosing a successor. Dr. H~rnm Weiss, the 
Chairman of the Board of Governors, informed us that he will 
soon appoint a committee to considor. the mutter of succession 
and also that I would be a member of that committee, plus 
several otncr nlumni of the College~ 

At this meeting I expressed what I consider to be the will of 
the Alumni--to be consulted in the matter of the selection of 
a new President, and out of thnt consideration comes this 
letter. 

I nm in a position to assure the alumni that the selection of 
a new President is not "cut and dried." While several names 
have been suggested, so far ns I am able to determine it 
there is no cormnitment on the part of the Board of Governors. 

I am also authorized to say to the alumni that their opinions 
and recommendations would be welcome and would be sympatheti
cally received and considered, 

Accordingly, the request is herevdth made that the alumni 
send whatever recommendations they may have to make, iQ !!!£., 
as }.,resident of the Alumni, with the assurance that I will 
present then to the meeting of the committee which Dr. Weiss 
will appoint and, if need be, to the Board of Governors 
which will meet sometime in January. 

I solicit your expressions D,.Q! and I ask that you write to 
me at 701 Farmington Avenue, Hartford 7, Conn. It will be 
a privilege to represent and to present your opinions. 

Fraternally yours, 

ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN 
Prosident 
Hebrew Union College Alumni Assn. 



Dace ber 'O, l 6 

>b • J. eld 
701 Farmington 
H rtrord, Collll. 

Der Rabbi Feld an& 

I onclo 1ng . re 1th a 1 t er ich Ra,bl 
11Ter receiv d from t1e , 1 1 1 J •• , 1.£ re i o rd. 

~ince bbi :iil er ill not be ·ck until rter t e r1r1t 
of they r, ~ -h ou ieh tot~• • re ot tbe 
ap_oint ents. Pl a.dviJe Ra bi ilv rot r,; ch ea 

h t .• . a een 

1th b , t . s, I r in 

Ver ino rel ours, 

BJK Secretar; to bbi 'ilv r. 
Enc. - 2 
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ABBA HILLKL SILVKR, President 
Cleveland. Ohio 

ABRAHAM .J. P'KLDMAN, Vice-Preeident 
Hartford, Conn. 

HARRY •. MARGOLI■, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l ■AAC E. MARCU■ON, Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 
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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE C. C. A. R.: 

The Executive Board of the Conference has voted to devote 
the Sabbath afternoon of the next convention to a series of ten or 
twelve minute summaries, to be given by selected members, of some 
scholarly research and studies in which they are engaged. 
It was thought that each year on the Sabbath afternoon it 
would be helpful to all of our colleagues to know of the scholarly 
work being done by some of us and also to profit from the results of 
their research. It may be that five or six brief statements may be 
made by as many men. 

In order to arrange this part of the program it would be im
portant for me, as Chairman of the Program Commit tee, to know what 
the men are doing in this field. Accordingly, I am communicating 
with the entire membership and would be deeply appreciative of 
answers to the following questions: 

1. Are you engaged in any special research? If you are, 
would you indicate the field in which you are working and 
the subject that you are pursuing. 

2. Would you be willing to share with your colleagues a ten 
or twelve minute summary of your study? 

Please send me this information betimes addressing me at 
701 Farmington Avenue, Hartford 7, Conn. 

Fraternally yours, 

Abraham J. Feldman 



OP'P'ICER8 I 948 • I 04 7 

AaaA HILL•L ■ILV.11, Prnldent 
CleYeland. Oblo 

AallAHAM J. P'KLDMAN, Vlce-Preeldent 
Hartford, Conn. 

HAIIIIY •. MAIIQ0L1a, Trea1urer 
St. Paul, lllnn. 

laAAC •. MAIICUSON, Admlnl1tratlYe Seentary 
llacon, GL 

■IDN•Y L. R•oN.11, Financial Seer.tar, 
llndlns, PL 

1 is::, trlein 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OP'P'ICK OP' VICK PRK■IDKNT 

701 P'ARMINGTON AVK. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

~c t~ . to r . Silver 
E . 105t: t . "~ nsel d . 
G ev •.1.a.i - 6, Ohio 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

J0■El"H L. BAII0N, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HE1t••RT I. BLOOM! Kins.ton, N. Y. 
DANIEL L. DAVI■, Lancuter, Pa. 
Louie I. EGELaoN, Cincinnati, O. 
■0L0MON •• ,. .... H0l'l', Plttabursb, Pa. 
A■IIAM M. GRANlaoN, New York, N. Y. 
ROBERT I. KAHN, Hou,ton, Texu 
•. P'•LIX M•ND.LSOHN, Cbicaeo. Ill. 
L•v1 A. OLAN, Worcester, llua. 
WEND.LL A. PHILLll"a, El Puo, Texu 
DAVID POLISH, Waterbury, Conn. 
JO■HUA TRACHTEN■IEIIG, Euton, PL 
DAVID H. WICIE, Newark, N. J. 
IIIERNARD ZIEIGIER, Roanoke, Va. 

.. e en lo::;ec 
J Jr . . .arc11son vO r . Louis 

co> r of a le vtcr •. ·i tten 
r aft rri res the an. ;er to 

t.~c •. q i1-y JO re1erred t re sever ~ ueeks a ~o . 

J . 
l • .. . 

T:nc . 

J" ' C • 1.l l 

~ 
r ... le qn, ~ . 1) . 



RABBI SOLOMON B. FRl:EHOF, D. D. 

RODI:" SHALOM Tll:M .. LII: 

"'"H AND MORll:WOOD AVll:NUll:9 

PITT9■URGH, PA. 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Te11ple 
Enst 105th Street ;:ind Ansel Road 
ClevelP.nd 6, Ohio 

De::ir Abbci: 

I was hRppy to see you yester ay. I hone thRt 
your old soon will be entire}y better . 

~ith regard to the report which you di r e.ted me 
( r1.nd trie ommi ttee) to make , I decided to work out a fairly 
co!Tlplete report . .About twenty years aco Kohler worked on 
an analagous subject for the Conff.rence . It was ori the 
theme of the harmoniz,ati on of Je,nsh lAws of mRrriage with 
civil lPws of m;:irriPfe . Th;:it renort onl.7 touched on inter
~~rri;:ige And its problems lightly. The Conference did 
nothing .~bout the report :1t th t time . 

This report des~rioes the traditjonal legal basis 
of e"lch roblen, then our gener'lJ Heform c 1stom, arni f'in;:illy , 
whenever ossible , suggested Rction for the Conference to 
t~ke . I hAve not ,-et sent tr.is to the T'l9M'bers of the comni t tee . 
I should like ;vou to sne :it first :ind sr, All he gr~n,eful for 
your reRction . J RM p;.irticul:=irl:v e;ir,er for . ou to note the 
p;:iges on which I deMl vnth the st~tus of Christin rr.~rriRte 
in Jewic;h law . 

[BF/rms 
ENC . 

v~i th best vlishes , 

As eve:r, 

~ 
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. . DINT .AGE 

The queat.ion of Intermarr1 e hae concerned the w. C. • R. all 

t hrou h ite history. Th r h ve n roua diacuaeionsat ny 

Cont reno• aeeeiona de itt 111 thie pro 1 m, and reeolut1one ve 

been adopted. evertheleaa there ia need tor a r -etu4J or the probl m, 

tirat becauae ther re ny .m ortant e1beidiary qu 1tiona ich w re 

not dealt with at all in paet Conference diaouaaiona, and eco dly to 

••"• aa a poaaible fir t step in a g neral olaaaifioation of the lan 

of •rria e, an enterprise plann d a nwaber of y ar ago by the Conference. 

Therefore the ecuti Vi Board at 1 ta eting in October, 1946, appointed. 

the und :rsi ned Co ttee to bring in a port • d upon a detail d 

inv ati ation of th subj ct. The report is u !ollowaa 

ric n and 

Enclleh usage no cl ar diatinotJ.on ie de betften th teru "111.xed 

arria •" and "Int rmam.age." th t a r uaed to deecri be 118 rria ea 

between peopl of different rac a, c ates or religioua att111ationa. 

In our Cont r no ua e w hav developed a ol r dietinction beiween 

the two t a. BJ" d r.l " we han co to ean marn e 

bet .. en a Jew and an unconverted Ge til , and by "Inte rr1 eN we 

aean a arriage betw n a Jew and a Oer1tile who baa bee con• r\ed to 

Judai • Tbi.1 di1tinot1on will be !ollond in thia ooaitte report. 

MIDD IWUlIACJE. The prohibi t1on ainat eel JIUT1 • waa oriai-nall.J 

appli d to th • ven Canaanit11h nation■• In Dauteroft0111 (7al) t,be 

seven nationa are n r ted and th n !olloa the oomeenda "Thou abalt 

not•• urria ea wl.th th8J1.• Esra and bead.ah edendecl thia pro

hibition to includ •all th (non-Jn11h) peopl o! th land" ( h lllah -
1O1)O,llJ lsra 9,1,21 10110,11). In la r J w1.ah law thia waa enendecl 
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to appl7 to all non-J-. ee raonidee, tad, Iaaure Bl.ah, XII, 11 

"lot onl.7 t.he aeTitn Palestinian nationa but all nations are included 

in thie proh1b1 tion." 

The ·reaaon which the Rible i'Vi a tor the prohibition a ain•t 

xed IIUT1 e ie th t the Iara lite party to auch a aarr1a e ill.11 be 

ll11led into idolatry ( uteronoay 7141 "For he, i.e., the Canaanite 

rather-in-law, will turn away th7 eon trom following Me, that thq 11&7 

eene oth r oda. 11 ) Since, however, in Jewiah law Chri1tiane and o

h.aaunedana are not conaidered to be idolators, but" ona ot oah" 

(i.e. Oere7 ToehaY) (1ee the ref rencea in Lauterbach'• paper, "Attitude 

ot Jew to lon-Jn," otea 20-23, c. c. A. R. Yearbook, Vol. llXI) 

the arlier Betormere were rather lenient on the queat on of xed 

rria ee between Jen and Christiane. 

Holdheim h ld that marr:1a ea between J wa and auch •• hold 

onothei1t1c belief a valid (Phillpaon, "Reform Yeo tin Judai• ," 

p. 6$) • The Rabbinical Cont: r nee held in Braunactnrei in 18Wi adopted 

a reeolution to t.he •- tteot but added a pronao aa tollona "Inter

ffl&rria e or Jna and Christians and in general the interurriage or 

Jen with adherente of a117 other of the onotheiatic relisione 1a not 

prohibited provided that the parent• are p rmitted by thG law of the 
• 

atate to brini up th o.rtepr1 or such a aarr1 • in the Jewiah faith" 

(Philip on, ibid, p. lSO). Since no •ntion ie de in the naolution 

of the necea■ity ot conftrti to Judaia the Gentile partner ot auoh 

a M.rri.age, the t.el"II •1nteraama e" uaed in the 1Nunachni1 reaolut.ion 

ana to perid.t what ft o 11 "Ill d aarr.l.age" provided the children 

7 be broqht up •• Jen. 

Honver, th radical point ot new ot the earl1 Beforura 
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did not perm.at ln Rato .Juda.1.a • A aotion de in the A •burs 

SJDOCl to endorae tih r aolution of the Braunachft11 SJDOCl wu tabled. 

Eftn the author o! th Braunaohni reaolution, Dr. Ludwi.1 Philippaon, 

later ohanaed hi• llind on the tt.er and deolareda • llci,on aut pro-

nounoe againat llixed •rr1a ••• ( ot. llielsiner, "Jniah • ot -·---- • 

and DiYoro , " p. 48). So, too, the ~entral Confer noe of Aarican Rabbi• 

in 1'09 (C.c.A.a. Iearbook, Vol. , p. 170) paaeecl the follcnd.ng r aolu-

tiona "Th• c. c. A. R. declare• that aiJCed aarria •• are contrary to the 

tr dition of wie Jewi1h r 11 on and ahould t fore b diacouraged b7 

the rica~ Rabbina • " 

The debate onr the r solution in 19 9 1till conoerna ua toda:,. 

'!be question involved in th deb te, then, waa to what • tent the Confer

enoe ahould att.eapt to prohibit ita _11..,,.ra from otl1ciat1ng t a mi ed 

rr1 •• It•• th sel18 ot the Con .renoe then, a!ter a lo and heated 

debate, that the Conferenoe ehould not att pt to exert ny compul■ion 

oYer 1 ta M ?llt>era and that it waa eutf1aient to decl r tnst nd. eel 

IIUTla • are oontr&17 to our religioua tradi tione and ebould th re-

tore be dieccurapd bJ the Aaerioan rabbinate. 

It •- to the COlllli t,tn that •• .till 11Ut aaintain the apiri t 

ot the re■olution ot 1909. It •• would NJ, •• wu propoNd. in a aua1••tecl 

-ndaent to that naolution "that no rabbi ouaht to ottieiate at aucb a 

marriage,• it wOllld i 17 tha\ rabbi• actually do ottioiate at. a oonaider

abl• ffllllber ot llixecl •rria ea and that we are trying to put an end to an 

enl 1ituation. ait that ia not so. It rarel.J happena 'that one ot our 

aolleaeu•• officiate■ at euoh a aarr1 1•. h n 1 t d• happen it. 1• under 

certain wmnal cirouutanc •• llhat abould we do when under umanal oir-

CW111tanoe1 whioh a juat.1t1able to hia, one ot our oolleague• doea otft.-
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o1ate at a .S.ud urriaget ould n expel hill troll our Conferenoe, or in 

•-- other wa7 d1ac1pl1ne hill! Sureq 1 t ie eutt1cient it the Conference 

deolana 1 ta unequivocal oppoai ti on to 111;.d urriae•• and calla upon· 1 ta 

Mllben to diacourage th••• e llight well re-attlna the 1909 Naolution 

or juat let 1 t atand •• the pr sent and continued attitude of the Conference. 

IHTERMJ.RRIAOi 

bqjy o! n.,- r~ce or faith 1! converted to Judaism may be married to a Jn. 

( hulchan A:.-uoh, E n Hoes r r~•, 10.) However the traditional law, 

atJ1.ctl7 construed, ia against the practice of conwrting proaelytea 

who•• deaire to accept Judaiea ia aaed upon the intention ot •rr,yine a 

Jew. The rabbinical court ie re uired. to aacertain whether the ntile 

ia aakina tor oonnrai.on in order to marey a Jew. It that ia th aotiff, 

he or ahe T not be accepted. (Shulohan Aruch, Yore Deah 268112.) 

Howenr, the Toafo to Iebuoa 24b, cite• the c••• of Hillel (in b. 

5habbu )la) who ooDT rted a Gentile who aaked to be oomerted in order to 

beoo a high prieat, and alao th cue or R. H117a who cormarted a woman 

who oonteaaecl that ah• wanted to ll&JT7 a Jew. 

On the baaia of thia uncertaint7 s01111 Orihodo rabbi• refile• to 

accept proaelytea who•• intention 1• to be JUITied to a Jew, while aCll8 

do accept them. 

J'oae h Caro (Bara Joseph to Tur Yore Duh 2i8) oitea th11 Tosto• 

and eapeoiall.J the state nt of the Tostoa that Hillel dicl not retuae to 

conftrt thia Oen tile wn though the Gentile &did. tted th t he waa •••Id.Ill 

a apecitic adnntqe b7 be1 proael.7tJ.Hd beoauae Hillel waa oonYinoecl 

that the Oentile, ln apite ot ••Id. a apeoift.o benatit, would neftrtbe

le•• prow to be a et.noere proael7',e. Joaeph Caro th n ooncludaa that it 
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all dependa on the judp nt o! th court. Hakol 1 11'1 r•o• baya din. 

It 11 our Keto pra tio alwa79 to accept a proaelyte who 

intends thereby to be eli bl to rry a .Jew, provided, of coura , we 

are conn.need that the candidate 1 • ziiou.e and r varend in the intention 

tomnvert. • foll.aw the principle, Hakol l 1 f1 r•o• ba79 din, and do not 

oouider the intention to Mrry an videnca of insincerity on the part of 

the candidate. inoe the traditional law is doubtful •• to the acceptance 

ot roselytea ihoae intention 1 t 1a to rey a Jew, we su et that 

accept t following atate nt aa a principl 1 

Tt.e c. c. Ju R. oonatders all ■ino~plicanta for . roa lrt,i11ng 

•• acceptable wh ther or not it ia the intention of the candidate to 

iaarry a J w. 

CIVIL MARRIAO 

at 1titu• should w ve to ci v ... 1 rrla e? The • ta tu• ot 

oi vil marri e haa been aharpl d ated in tradi ti.onal le al 11 ter tur • 

The uee1tion conoerna thie "J)Ort eince the oi vil Mrria ea 111 th which ft 

haft to deal re often lllixed mag a. Therefore there 1• a consider ble 

nnllbe,. of apeo1al probl- which come to ua due to a1. vil mrr1age. It, 

tor •~le, a Jew and a non-Jew wre •rried b7 ti. cirll authoritiea, 

ahould we reurry the w1 thout recpiring conversion ot the Gentile part7, 

inumoh •• the couple ha• already been •rr1ed? 'hould we remarT7 them 

at, all? Trad1 tional law i• in great doubt wheth r auch a oouple which 

li•e• together umer a civil bond e r be married at all u.nder Jni1h law. 

a) I UN J 8. hen it Iliad •mage .. re not invol•ed and 1 t 11 a 

Jald.1h couple 1111oae •ma e waa onlJ b7 oidl ln, the lltatu ot the aamaaa 

11 aerloual7 queetioned b7 traditional law. Clllrly • IIWJt com to a 

clatini te unden~ndina •• to what atatua i• to &i••n to ciTil auT1•1•• 



It a Jewi•h couple 1• IIUTled l>7 cinl law, the traditional law 

ha• no• d tJ.ni tel1 decided whether they ar. to be oonaidered aotu.all.7 

•rrl•d or not. Thi• 1• a pr c\ioil queation. It, tor exaaple, the bu.band 

••ire• to 11&r17 ao one lee, doe• he need to gin a Jewish divoroe to 

the tint wl:f'• to wh011 he ia •rried onl.7 by ci nl 1aw? Tho•• who believe 

that the cinl rriage ia a re l marriage say that he muat n.rat diYorce 

the ti.rat wife before he can m&rr7 a Noond one. 'lho e irho ar u that 
I 

o1Yil marri 1a no marria e t 1, simply aay th t he can jwst take 

nother wife nd needa no divorce from the n.rat. l-""urthermore, th firat 

wife ia not an lguna it he le ■ her, a1nce th ci'ri.l urn • 1• no 

rriage in the •1•• ot the Jewish law. (M011t ot the authorities on 

eith r eide of th11 question and their aril,IMnta are liated by Abrahaa 

Chayia Freillann in hi• " eder Kiddwlhln U-Jfeahuin," P. 362 tt.) 

Th• Conference hu m'ftr defined ita own attitude toward the 

atatua of civil urriage. Puaing refereno • in Yariou.a papen read be

fore the Conference indicate a general acceptance ot the nlidi t1 or ci dl 

urriage. But •• too, h ft a tlm objection to th• enn it " do not 

ni1e t-he quution ot their ftl.iditJ u doe• the traditional law. Olar 

at.U.tide towarda oiul •rr1age ia not at all anala1ou to our attitude 

tonrda oin.l diYOroe. • do not oon.S.der divorce a rel1g1oua rite at all. 

• do not officiate at diwroea and we therefore oonaid r oi"fi.l diYoroe 

coapletel7 Yalid. But aa to rriage w do conaidar it ••••ntially a 

aaored aot ( lidduahin) and therefore while a coneid r ci n.l urri &• 

valid, it ia certainl.7 not adequate. 

• 11111eat that the Conference make th !ollcnring claolaratlona-

• cona1der civil rri. • to be c0111pletely valid but laokina the 

aano\itJ which r li&ion can atow upon it. • co nd that wbeneftr a 

tin.l aarriage b tween .1 ... haa taken place, it be tollond u eoon aa 

poaei bl• by a Jniah rellgioua urriage oereao~. 



• 

•• 

-1-

b) Frequently wh n Jn and non-Jew are married 

by ciri.l law, the7 come to the rabbi to be re•rr1ed accordi to the 

Jewish tai th. oaeti • the ntil par\7 to the mag w1 b • to be 

ooDYerted, or 11111.llina to aon ent to conver ion, snd ao ti • ••k• to 

be •med b7 the rabbi w1 thout any conversion at all, rguinc that thq 

are rried already' but that they want a J wiah marriage to aat.iat, the 

Jniah parent•• 

h re1ard to uch a marria • and the requ t to b re rri d 

attar converai~, Jewish traditional law generally take• a n ativ 

attitude. Fi"'."'st the is an obj "C ion to converting the Gentile p rt7 

eince it ie obvious th t such a conversion not for the low ot J udai•• 

but in order to be eel by Jnish law to Jn. o recent authori ti•• 

( tor e1ta11pl , Ben Zion Um.el, the Sephardic chief rabbi in T l Yi Y, in 

hie "lliahpete Usiel," Ion Deah 114) are inolined to be lenient in 

thie matter preciaely oeoau e he O.ntile ia al.NadJ urried and now it -
oonwrted lllll coae aloe r to the Jewish partner•• f 17 and the children 

11111 now be raised•• Jm. 

H01Je "er, van it the Oentil party is conv rted, traditional 

law 1• inclined to forbid the r -urri.a • on the round of the Miahna 

Yeballoe II,8, naaely, "He who ia reported to be lin.na 1d. th a ntil 

woman, and then the Gentile woman 1• oonv rted, he 11&7 not aa.rry her." 

Ha1r ver, th more lenient opiniona lean on the decia1on of aonidea 

( in Pe• er Hador #1)2) pernd. t ting a uch marria e. 

ince 1\ 1• the point of vin of th Conte pee that all aino re 

pplloanta for conv raion b cepted whether marri • ie involYed or not, 

and ainoe too • r cognise the validity ot civil rria u but urg that 

they be anctifled b. religioua aarri e o-~-~rq, • aurel.7 would acoept 

auoh a pro• l,.te and 0£.tiaiate at the r 11 iou• u.rriag • Howver 1 t 



1hould be clear that the fat that the coupl 1• alread7 urried b::r cin.l 

law do•• not obviate the neceeait::r or .onv r ion of th Gentile party be

fore the Jewieh iiarr1 e • nic II can t k p ce. 

COMMO LA RRIAOE 

It a coupl , by ••pr ent tual oonaent" 11 Te together a1 n rid 

Wit• and refer to ch other, in the preeenoe of other,,•• n and 111 e, then 

al tho h they had n Yer b n married b7 &111' marriage c r on7, it ia co on 

law rri e, and in moat etatea h the ea atatua aa other rria •. Since 

auch COIIIIIOD law urn. •• often in-Yolve xed marria , dieoua ion of 1 t ia 

germane to th1e report. 

a) ___ __ rria ee w1 thout ny civil o . religioua ere on1 • 

( .e. what in An lo- axon countries 1 c 11 d Co mon :w rria e) be-

e frtJ uent amo the J we of pain an de-. loped in th oth r edit rran n 

lande. It attained ao eort ot 1 l atatua beoaua 1 ne considered 

to be eq Tal nt or anal.a ous to th iblioal cuatom ot ooncubina • 

(Pil geah). The arller legal authorities, auch a Naohrnanidea, Aah r 

ben Jehi 1 and other , d ni d that thi• rria • had aiv 1 al atatua, 

unl ea, of coura , th man declarfld in th preeene of two tnea • t t 

he ia talci th woman •• ldte. 

re recent author! ti•• are inclined to T 1 t enough atatua 

to r quire a divorce, it the man declared the intention of marriage before 

witnea■e• arid if th ouple wae preauaed to be n and 1fi.te in one oit for 

thirty d JS• ( e au horltiea quoted in Freiunn, PP• 3SS tt.) In 

1eneral, colllllOn law marriage h aoqui red atatua in tri.di tion 1 law at 

l at equal to th t of civil urri . 

he Conterence y l1: ta th stand th t 



acknowledgea the validit.7 of common law marri 1e, we llkeliia co id r th 

to be validJ bl.it that juat u in caaea o cidl urr1 e, w ur e t t 

the7 be cha d to replar marri • DT license '1nd r li 101..us oer rq. 

Jm and non-J ... , we take the ame atand •• with civ.11 arri •• nauly, 

that it th Gentil partner a incerely d sire■ to b con• rted, that he 

or ehe be accepted. for con• rsion, and that after oonveraion the oouple 

My be r rried aooordi to th Jn1 h fai t, . 

CHRISTIA MARRIAO 

The atatua of Christian rriag is of conaiderable mo t in 

any nnal.,,ais o th proble a o! xed marri e and in rri . it, 

for e.'cuaple, a J wish couple ia married bl' a Christian m1.n1ater, what to 

ua i• th etatua or th" r rri e? I! a mu:ed coupl w r rri d by a 

Christi mi.nieter and later the Gentile party con rts to udai , need 

the7 b r rrl d? t ia th e tatus or childr . orn e!ore th 

oonv rm.on? If (u occurs l a frequ ntl.J) a rr1 d vhriatian couple 

conv rt , what . th tatua of their rria e and of their children? 

lleed th ir children be converted aep r tely. 

The attitude of the traditional Jenab l• to on-Jniah rell 1oua 

aarriage hu en aubJ t to p-ave 1111.aunderatandir • en w read that 

proa lytea ar oona1dered •• new-born children without any pre'fioua 

relatiw• (b. Yevuoa 9Tb}, it would appear that th pr ri.oua no -Jnl•h 

urr.ia ot the proael.yte hu no atand at all in Jewiah l••• hen .. 

note th law in the hul.chan ru.ch ( • n Hoeser 44 18} that he who •IT'1•• 

an lkwa or ala• has not d arJ7 marria at all,~•• 11&rri.a doea 

not apply to t,he , he 1qon b 1Dai Ked bin," th law a1 ... 1111 to aq that 



, . 
urri ge hae no aning or etand1 a non-J.... oreover, when•• 

ol>e " that almo1t all the great Jewiah uthor1 ti • ot the dclle A1 • 

declared that when Jews a married by Chr:f.■tian or h .. aeaan rite, the 

•ma e is null and void and 1 in f ct M rr1. at all, 1 t would 

••• to be a justif1ed conclusion that Chr atian rria , h no standing 

whataoeYer in Jens law. 

Such a ooncluaion would not in iteelt be aurprieingJ it would be 

precisely parallel to the attitude ot Chri•tian canon law tow rd■ non

Chriatian •ni.age. The Churoh Canon Law speoit'icall.y d rd.ea that there. 

can be arriag among non-Christiane,- "By 118J1Y authorities the view ia 

held that there is no rr1 e ong inf'1dels. 'l'he atri onial alliance 

ot inti de la do • not r • on tai th. . • • Thus 1 t 1 e not a urn.a • •" 

(Corp. Jurla Can. Decret Or tiani Para II C u1a l fflII, - quoted by 

J. Bloch, •tar el and the Natione," p. 228.) 

Yet to draw thia c nolu ion, na ly, that Jen.ah ln ha• th •• 

negative attitude toward non-Jewish •m •••Canon Law h •ton n

Chriatian rria. , would be both an rror and n injuetioe. In the 

first pl ce, Christiana and oha,-ltdJma are .ner 117 not to be c naidered 

idolatora (lkua) 1n Jm.ah l• t "8ojourne,ing Proaelytea," (O.rq 

ToehoY,) "Sona or Noah." The Sons ot Noah ar thoae who ob• ne th lm 

ot morality involved in •rr1• e (J.royoe). Their • ar nlid 

aaong t ma l•••• (Ct. Beaponaa Id Hil. lachl IX, 71 apona of 

Iaaao bar c!!!la1 16.) In other worda, Chriatian •mac• 11 ftlid tor 
,r 

Cbnati ns. o monidee aaya apecifioally (Iad Ianre Blah m, 1') 

"Marrlag doe1 not edit ••one alavee, but uaona Iara lite• with I1rul

ito and Oentil • w1 th Oentil ••" 

all the tr di tional r atrio\iona ntioned aboft aiplt) 1• 
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not at all a doubt ot th ftlidi t1 or Chriatian aarr1 e in Chriatian 

fam.17 lite, but th right of a Christian ria to ao mr atatua 

in Jew.t.ah law. In Jewish law a Jewish rriage invol e certain speoitio 

le al cona enceesa- c rtain property ri hta, law or divorce, lawe of 

ledrlte marr1 (Iibbua nd Challtsa) and cific x:tenaions ot 

prohibited conaanguinitiee and parallel r lation.shipa. C!uch specific 

cona quenc or Jew:1.s •rrl caMot be prop rly appli d to non-Jewish 

M.rriag . Non-Jewish rriage followa its own lan, not Jni h 1•••• 

Henoe the correct atatua of Chriatian marr1a e in th re• of J wiah law 

ia that 1 t ia valid for hristtane but not for Jewa and it c nnot han the 

apecif'io legal consequences of Jewish rriabe. Thie !act lead1 to certain 

epecial 11tuationa whio ?oncern our probl••• 

a) I. J .SH COUPLE -------
a Jewish ooupl , ener 117 livin 1n a • 11 town, will b 

Chriati n minister. h .t shoul be our a tti tud to such a 

rried b7 a 

ri e? hie 

queation h s roa :! Yed 1'1.deapread discussion in th h lachic li tetra ure. 

It •• a tre u nt occurr nc in pain hen he per ecutio inc ased that 

Jewieh arrano w r 

en such a ooupl 

rr1 din Chrietian atn .. ~h • with Chri1tia.1 ritual. 

o orth tr e , !or mple, the qu stion cm 

d a rr1a • 

or wheth r th couple n de to be r rried ecordi to J ldah law, or 

i th ut requiri a niah 

"Get.. 11 Th.c .. ·:. 1tion aleo en e u in r,e in the ddl.e when Jenah' 

oonYert , ould marry in Chri tian church and then return to Jud.ala , or 

if one p rt7 ol such a marria c would leave th other and return to .lud.ai , 

clod th!• person qui a O.t"T Inaa oh I a Jm h renecade (tiaroel 

llwlar) t.~ still onaidered a Je I far • th le&al require nt• of Jewiab 
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urn.age are oonoerned, one 110uld think that th party 110uld need a •a.t." 

But 1! the Chr1.at1an aarriag ia not rr1 e, then the repentant 

part,7would not need a 110.t" 81.nce he or ebe ••• not urried tall. All 

ot th authori tiea, vlrtual.l with.out e,cception, declare that th rria • 

ia no marriage and therefore no Jewilh divorce 1• required. The •• 

appllea to Jna who are arried aooording to Mohaaaedan ri tee. ( See 

the author1 ti•• quoted in Fre1unn, PP• 346, tt.) 

Thia doe• not ••n that Jmah authorities did not ·r nt validity 

to the Ohr1at1..an or oh dan rria 1e. Such arri11 s v 11 for 

Chriatiana or oh dams but not tor J fJ1l'8. 

In th 11 ht of thi nanirai t of tra t nal o inion, th t 

hri•tian marria • is not val for Jews, what at oul be o r attitude to 

the •rrla of two m who are unit d by Chrlati n rite in ern 

e cannot \eke quit the sue attitude which tr di tional law 

? 

haa tak n in aauch u rria , peoiall.7 1 n l&nd and th Unit d s~ tea, 

ia not only church uni.ageJ it hA• also, to eo e tent, th • tua ot 

ci rll •rri e, at leaat to the e tent that th licftnee to rry wa 

iaaued b7 tb stat • eY rtheleaa, in thia oaae, the od or \ b tr di-

tional attitude rmat detenaine our point or v1 •• • cannot d cl re such 

a rria • invalid but would consider it highly iapro r an ehoul 

endeavor, aa much aa ✓oaeible, to pereuade the oouple to be marri d 

aubaequently by Jewish oe ony. Likewiae, on th baste or the unani oua 

attitude of tradit on' l law, it would be 1 roper tor a rabbi to p rticipete 

with A hri■tian ainiater t auoh a mama •• 

b) DD K1RRIAG Br CHRISTI RITUAL. If the Gentile p rtr to Id ed -----
urria e which haa been corducted bf Chriatian llinieter, do • not d air 

to oonfti't to Judaia , than • have nothl to do with 1ueh a rr.1 •• 

• would arant 1 t the validi t7 ot all mamaa•• enter.A into aooorcU.ac to 
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the l n of the state, but no mor than t t. !, ho•ver, th 1hriatian 

aember of th coupl deairee to convert, ahould acce t hi o,, er, 1! 

aincere, aa a oandidate !or proa lytiaine. In thia r &rd our attitude 

would b c neiatent 111 tJi that whioh we take in th ca• ot a ed ci v1l 

urri e in apite o th f ct that und. r au.ch circuatance traditional 

law would h itate to accept the convert. imilarly, alter eon raion we 

would insist .t the couple a hall be remarried by a J wiah oer Of>T. 

Thia r quire•nt, that the coupl be remarried, 1• not baaed 

upon a deprecation 0£ th Cbriatian aarria • but in •he ti.pt, of the '8J)irit 

of the principle in traditional law that a a>nv rt 1• llka & u • °"'n child 

w1 th an entirely new a t o rela tiona. w n the Talaud wu careful not 

to apply t.hi princi;, too strlotl7 but pern.i tted th old relationahipa 

o! the ~p1ritually born pros l.yte to p&r&iat to a c rtain d r • 

Thws, tor e-..,.le, 11'hile theoretically a proa lite e}lt ll&rl7 one who 

wae hia close blood rttlativ in hia fo r eta , th ••1•• torbid au.oh 

narr1 a with near relatiorus le t th pro l.Jte, if he re allond t,o 

contract auch a rri e, ht, bell ve t . t h baa converted fro a 

hiper de re of eanotity to a lower one. t huloban ruoh Yore Deah 269 ll) 

There 1, for ua, eftough si niticance in the concept ot a 

proeelyte ha"fi a new spiritual • atence that, without deQJi the 

Yalldi t1 or th former urri e, •• •how.cl iMiat upon a nn and a niab 

urria e. The • e o\ll.d apply in rare oircwutance of tm Chriatiana 

.urri d to eaoh ot.b r in a t.,hriat.1an ch roh who would ot.h oonwrt to Judai•• 

In fac , so it did occur !requentl7 in th oue of Marrano•, Mft7 of whoa 

were born ~hri tian. ihen they c to Auterdam hey would be reaarri d 

b7 Jn~ah ritual. 
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Th que ti on of conv rti chi dren to J udai • i a.A.t 1th 

in th T mud and in th lat r codes. Thua, th hna . Ke uvo IV, 3) 

epeaka or woman who b coses a proa iyte nd 10 daUgh ter 1 • i:. nver ... ed 

w1 th h r. And the Talmud ( b. esuvos lla) of a e pro lyte 

whose sons ,me\ da ters are converted w1 th h1 • Th ialmud lao ap aka 

(ibid) or miior to hoa the court ives the ritual bath !or t1e purpose 

or conv raion. !n no aaa ie a child consi red to co uto1aticall7 

ion of it par nt. c ld t Jewish hy the conY 

This ation of th con • r i c,n or ct.ildren i 

actu lly converted. 

a p~· ctit-al one. 

• uat et in t. tat 

rr1a an int n .. ~1a 

ft h v dote. 

o "nf'an a 1 grom ohildr n in • x d 

a n uid rs 1 by the principl a which 

a) ri • (i.e. rria • e-

twe n J wand n uncon·ert d Ge.til) th child ollo • th a t • of 

the moth r. Th rinc1pl • th •~ ( duaha III, 12) 

and ia ac.._ i) t d r1 .aCi 1 f h la 1 onide ( •Y d", I aur 

Biah, (V, 3 4.). Thu• in a mix urr1 ~, 1r th ie a J ••••• 

th child 1a J wiah and r qu_r d no oonverei n. It th mot r i Gentile, 

the chil 1 non-J wish and oust b c nvert d bei"or it oan be aarri d to 

a J by J law. As tor the roces of the con erei n ot childr n, 

1 t wi 11 be diao ssed in th n ~t section. 

b) 0 ______ a util children, that to eit r chil en of 

e rri ose moth r ie '' r.t l or childr n of a conv rt born 

prior to cc,nv r1ion, etu., pr nt diffic t.J ,eca1.1a of our od rn 

proc s f nveralon. In tr diti nal pr ctio , c Yr io nvolv 

ritual, n I c_rc cision, t 1 b t n in th pl ti • th 
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brinain& ot a eacr1f1o • It aleo involftd an exald.nation aa to the ainoerit7 

of 110t1 'Y and likm.ae inatruction in t principl a and praotio a of 

Judai • A yo child c n hardly be Uline<l aa to ti'Y a, nor can it 

be 11 1 net.ructed· in th principles or Judaie • •hi po• d no t

ficul ty uni r the ti· di tional procedure becaua th child could be 

circwacia and/or iv n ritual bath, but with ua wh re not th ritual 

1 enta of conversion but only th ethical and intellectual are conaict.red 

p requiaite, how re 1e able to con'Y rt 70unc d'lildNn or e't'en infant•? 

he COllllitte 1u geate to the Conference the adoption of the followin& 

principle• in thia reaard1-

ith re rd to intanta, the declar tion of th parents to rai • 

th a eq shall be deemed • sufficient for con• raion. ia ould 

apply, for ample, to opted oh1ldr n. fhia deoiaion ia in line with the 

traditional procedure in ich, aooordi to the alll\ld1 the parent• brine 

young children ( the Talmud ep a of children arli r than th age of 

thre) to b COnY r d, and th T ud (IOIIMnta that althou h an 

n ant cRnnot "" its c us nt, 1 t a aei ble to enefi t ao body 

w1 thout hi• coneent { or pr aeno ) . On th •• , page th almld alao 

apea or a lath r br nging hie children for oonv reion, and ea.ya that 

the children will be a ti■fi w1 th th action of t,h ir father. If the 

parents therefore will llak a declara ion to the rabbi that 1 t i• th ir 

intention to raiae the child•• a Jew, the child u.1, tor th • e ot 

impreaai foraall\7, corded in th Cradl -Roll of the reli ioua 

aohool and thua oonaidered converted. 

Children or r 11gioua aohool ·• should likm.ee not be required 

to llDdergo a ■pecial cerea.0117 of con reion but ahould recaift inatruction 

u r Illar atudenta in th aohool. Th oere fl7 of Conn. tion at the end 
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of the chool course shall e consider in lieu of a con raion ceremony. 

Children older than oonfirmat on a e ould not e conv rted 

thout t ir o c ns nt. The T•lmudic law likPi•• &1ve the ohil lfho 

ia converted in 1nfano y t oou.rt :tJ1 right o r ject the con r ion 

en it ecomes ot r ligi ous e. There ore th child a ove rellpoua 

chool ag, if or he naent1 ainoe ly to aonv reion, hould rec 1Ye 

re l r instruction or that rpos and oonv rt d in th re ar 

~ nv rsi n cera ony. 

A OentJ le child in Jewish urphan a ylum ( or a le, the child 

of a ed marriage hose mo i 1 r 1 ntil) w10, th r for, ha no parent 

to bri 1 t to co ,version, s oul~ b allow d to ttend Jni h religious 

school ut oefor Co . . r ti on should as d whether it sincerely de-

sir a to formally conv rted to Judaie11.:u: eo, the confinaation a rvioe 

can, as th re ard to other children, a rve aa th conversion aervic . 

Fro rl1 at a of our ~on£ r nee trong objeotiona ha.Ye 

ceen raised to c rtain el n s in the tra i.. tional rit al o con r ion. 

Th e u. tion was iacuee d in he rabbinioal confer no • of the pa•t• 

At th fir t c nYention o our (.;on r nee it as decided to ~ the 

dietincti n b t th oua 1 en n the tr di tional process of 

onversion, rejecti om and ace tuati other • The trad1 tional 

process of conv raion, deaorr cl clearly b1 110nidea ( 11Yad" I aure 

r XIV) and int e ..,hulchan ruoh (Yore Deah 268) i vol••• . 

ritual l• ntaa circW1Ciaion, th ritual b th (and in ' le t •• the 

bri of a acrirlce). It alao invol d et lioal el entaa the inYe1i-

cation of t ei c rit7 of t • proaeqte and alao inatNotionJ to teaoh 
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the proselyt the principles or Jmaiem and 1 ts practice. Reto Judai•• 

haa c ns.etently d cl red that the ritual el-nta, c1rcuac1aion and the 

Ji.tu l bath, are no longer prerequisites. In place ot them 119 have de

nloped cer·eaony o! declaration And pra7er as in our IH.ni1ter•a Handbook, 

p. 30, rr. Preceding this eeremoey, th re ia f1nt an 1nveetigation u 

to the earn etne e of the proe 1)1,e and then tollon a p riod of ina\niotion 

in which ue m has1z th principles of Judaism in the word• ot Maiaonid••• 

•· od11n oso ikre had.as." Thie t>rocedure ot ethical examination, inatruc

tion and rel i giou.1 cer mony is t,h eaaentiftl method !ollow.d by the 

Con:fi r nee in the proc ea of oonvereion. 

Of co .. , it can not ' applied in pre oil ly th • ame 1f a7 to all 

candid t s .or conner i . You ople would need to be qu ationed 

in & ri• . o! int rvi.f!WI b for th r bbi would be oonvineec;1 th .t they 

have l ble e -t re to nter Judai • Some peopl , alao, 

would require r:mch mol'."e. nstruction than others. It 11 quite u.nderstand

abl t hnt middl - ;Jed people, o of whoa y • 11 have been a ttendina 

Jewieh rahip !or con iderabl perio of time, u.y not need •• auoh 

instruct n s th rs. e follow the principle ntioned above, hakol 

l 1fi r'oe b ys din. 
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My dear Abba: 
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Welcome home after what must have been a tremendously wearing and 
satisfying experience for you, and congratulations upon what has been achieved. 

I have tried to hold the fort while you were away. Nothing unusual 
happened except one item of which I want you to be aware. The Executive 
Committee of the Board of Trustees of the North Shore congregation in Glencoe, Ill., 
communicated with Morgenstern, Eisendrath and me, each of us in our official 
capacity, and asked us to meet with the representatives of the congregation nerl 
TUesday morning in Cincinnati for the purpose of advising with the congregation 
on the serious difficulties and problems which the congregation has to face 
vis-a-vis the rabbinate of their congregation. They say that they want to do the 
right thing but the situation has been getting worse and is reaching a breaking 
point. Hence they asked each of us of the three groups of the Reform movement 
to sit down with them and advise them on how to proceed in dealing with the tragic 
situation. 

:Morgenstern and Eisendrath, of course, agreed to meet the Committee 
in Cincinnati and while I shall be in Cincinnati that day ( on Alumni business), 
I took the position that in view of the fact that the Presiden>t of the congregation 
is my mechutan it would be wisest for me not to represent the \ionference on this 
occasion. I, therefore, communicated with Leipziger, the Chairman of our Arbitration 
Committee, explained the situation to him, and he very readily consented to come 
to Cincinnati to represent the Conference. 

I may drop in on the meeting but I shall take no part in it and will 
let Leipziger liandle it as the c.c.A.R. representative. I feel that you ought to 
know about it because there may likely be further repercussions. 

it will interest you to lmow that the program for the convention is 
shaping up satisfactorily. For the opening session on June 24th Prime Minister 

• I 

McKenzie King has indicated that while P~q_ep.~~ will be in session at that time 
it may not be possible for him to come to-"~ which instance there will be 
a message from him, perhaps given by a Minister of the cro11n. We have the acceptance 
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of the Moderator of the United Church of Canada, the/\Rev. Dr. T. w. Jones, who 
will bring the greetings of the Christian cornmuni ty. Harry Stern will extend 
greetings for his congregation and Leo Franklin and David Philipson (the only 
survivors of those who attended the previous Montreal convention fifty years 
ago) will open and close the meeting vdth prayer. 

For Vfednesruv aftemoon, in accordance with the instructions of the 
last convention and the last Executive Board, I arranged for a roundtable on the 
Pastoral Ministry. Eugene J. Sack of Brooklyn, N. Y., Samuels. Mayerberg, of 
Kansas City, Mo., and Jerome Halino of Danbury, Conn., will lead the discussion. 

On Vednesday evening we shall have two papers on "Prayer in our Times". 
Both Slonimsky and w-ebman found it impossible to accept and so I got Louis I. 
Newman and Abraham ti-onbach to read the papers. 

On Thursday morning, June 26th, there will be/ as a special order of 
business

1 
the report of the Committee on Intennarriage by Sol Freehof who tells me 

that he is ready to report and also that he has made a thorough study of the entire 
field. 

On Thursdey evening, Junp, 26th, we shall have two papers on the 
Re-evaluation of the Good Will ovement. The papers will be read by Glazer of 
Detroit and Magnin of Los Angeles. 

On Friday morning, June 27th, there will be the reports of ~r•s 
Committee on Religious Education and the report of the special committee on Adult 
Education by Joe arron (as per instruction of the last Executi1fe Board meeting). 

The services you are aware of. 

Saturday afternoon we shall be the guests of the City of Montreal at a 
c1.v1.c reception given by the City at the Chalet on the Moun"t: His Worship, the 
Mayor of Montreal, will bring the greetings of the City. During the afternoon at 
the Chalet we will have the fifteen minute statements by some of our colleagues on 
special research and studies in which they are engaged. (I have received a number 
of replies from the men 'Who are working and there has been a wholly favorable 
reception of this particular project.) 

Saturday night is reserved for the meeting.s of the Alumni Associations. 

In setting up the participants in the worship part of the program I 
have, of course, borne in mind H.U.C. and J .I.R. but have also invited one or two 
men 1Vho are graduates of neither institution. I have not all the acceptances as 
yet but hope to have this completed by the end of the week. 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver - Continued 

Page Two 

January 10, 1947 

Marcuson is pressing me to give him the details of the program 
to send out to the men and a.s soon as I have your reaction to the above and 
the go-ahead signal, I will send it off to him. 

With every good wish from house to house, I am 

AJF:NW 



Dr. A. J. Feldman 
7011tA.rmin ton 
Hartford, Conn. 

de r bea 

J nu r i 14, 1947 

I recei~ed your letter of J nuary 10, and I 
lad to kno th t the affairs or the Conference are mov 
lon~ s tis ~ctorily. 

The rogr for our Convention sees to b 1n 
e cellent s pe. 

of t he 
I a e no a on h ou cannot give the outline 
>ro r to rcuson to send out to our 1 •• em ers. 

I onder how the arr ir of the North ~bore 
Con re t i on hast ned out? 

i th all goo1 is 1 s, I remain 

s ver •ours, 



RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, D . D. 

RODEI' SHALOM TEM .. LI: 

l'll'TH AND MOREWOOD AVIENUES 

PITTSBURGH. PA, 

January 15, 1947 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

I sent you last week a copy of the report on 
inter-marriage. I know you are rushed, but if you 
would be kind enough just to glance over it, I 
should appreciate it. Before sending it to the 
committee, I should like to know whether in general 
it is the sort of report you had in mind. 

I am making inquiry about young Conference members 
in the forties who might be suitable for the responsibility 
of revising the Union Hymnal. When I find out who 
they are, I shall telly~heir names. 

With best wishes, 

As ever, 

SBF/rms 
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A■■A HILL•L 91LV•II, President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

A■IIAHAM J. P'•LDMAN, Vice-President 
Hartford, Conn. 

HARRY •. MARGOLI■, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l8AAC E. MARCU80N, Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

■IDN•Y L. RIEGN.11, Financial Secreta~ 
Readlnar, PL 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OP'P'ICIE OP' VICI: PREBIDIENT 

701 FARMINGTON AVIE. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

January 22, 1947 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th s t. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland - 6, Ohio 

My dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

JO■IEPH L. BARON, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HER■IERT I. BLOOM, Kingston, N. Y. 
DANIIEL L. DAVIS, Lancaater, Pa. 
LOUI■ I. EGIELSON, Cincinnati, 0. 
SOLOMON B. FRIEIEHOl"P', Pittabut'lrh, Pa. 
ABRAM M. GRANISON, New York, N. Y. 
RO■IERT I. KAHN, Houston, Texaa 
s. FIELIX MENDELSOHN, Chicaeo, 111. 
LIEVI A. OLAN, Worcester, Mui. 
WEND.LL A. PHILLIP8, El Paso, Texas 
DAVID POLISH, Waterbury, Conn. 
JO■HUA TRACHTl:NIIERG, Euton, Pa. 
DAVID H. w1c•, Newark, N. J. 
BIEIINARD ZIEIGIER, Roanoke, Va. 

Will you be good enough to let me lmow who will handle 
the publicity at our next convention so that I might get in touch 
with him, give him some advance information and prepare other 
material which he may need? 

The affair of the rorth Shore congregation seems to be 
heading towards a "Get" by mutual agreement. Both sides are working 
on timing the announcements so that the Rabbinical side would emerge 
with all of the dignity which is their due, and both are asking that 
there be no leak until they make the necessary announcements. It 
seems that satisfactory financial arrangements are being made. 

By any chance will you be in New York next week? I am 
oing to Mew York for a few days of rest and recreation and Helen 

will be with me. We will stop at the Roosevelt Hotel and will be 
there from Saturday evening to Thursday afternoon. If you are in New 
York at that time, will you call me at the Hotel and maybe we can get 
together for a little while? 

Vfi th every good wish from house to house, I am 

AJF:N\V 



Jan ry 23, 1947 

Dr. olomon • 1reehot 
4905 Fitth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

yd ar Sola 

Plese pardon the del yin an wering our l tter 
ot Janua 9. I h ve been good deal. 

I have now read r ur report on" ixed arri e 
and Intermarriage.• I find it mo~t excellent, cl ar 
and conci e. I would s gest th t ou send it to the 

ember• ot our co :t tee tor t eir co ... nts. 

ith all good ~is es, I remain 

sever yours, 

SaBK 
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AB■A HILLKL 81LVKII, President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

A■IIAHAM J. hLDMAN, Vice-President 
Hartford, Conn. 

HAIIRY 8. MARGOLI., Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l•AAC IE. MARCU.ON, Administrative Seeretar, 
Macon, Ga. 

81DNKY L. RKGNKII, Financial Seeretar7 
Readlns, Pa. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICII OF VICE PRE81DIINT 

701 FARMINGTON AVE. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

January 23, 1947 

E. 105th St. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland - 6, Ohio 

My dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

JO■E .. H L. BARON, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HERBIERT ,. BLOOM, Kinir11ton, N. Y. 
DANIIEL L. DAVI■ , Lancaster, Pa. 
LOUIS I. EGEL■ON, Cincinnati, o. 
80LOMON B. FREIEHOl"I", Pittsburgh, Pa. 
ABRAM M. GRANISON, New York, N. Y. 
ROBERT I. KAHN, Houston, Texu 
8. FELIX MENDELSOHN, Cbicairo, Ill. 
LIEYI A. OLAN, Worceeter, Mau. 
WENDELL A. PHILLI ... , El Puo, Texa11 
DAVID POLISH, Waterbury, Conn. 
JOSHUA TRACHTENBERG, Euton, Pa. 
DAVID H. WICE, Newark, N. J. 
BIERNARD ZIEIGIER, Roanoke, Va. 

·nien I y;as in Los Angeles last summer, l ax: Dubin (U:agnin's associate) 
discussed with me the crying need of having a c.c.A.R. conunittee t.~at would deal 
with the problem of Jews and Jewish values in the movie industry. He reminded 
me that some years ago such a committee was appointed (if I'm not mistaken, 
Fineshriber was Chairman of it) and then the matter fizzled, and at present we 
have no representations and con tacts except as Dubin and r~agnin make some 
representations. It was Dubin' s opinion, when vre discussed the matter last 
September, that representations made to the movie producers would be much 
stronger and more effective if the Jewish representations were made in the name 
of the c.c.A.R. 

I suggested to him to write me about it so I could present the matter 
to the Executive Board of the Conference. I had no letter from him and so the 
other day I happened to recall the conversation and I wrote him a letter asking 
him what the situation is. A few minutes a o I received a letter from him, copy 
of which I am enclosing herewith (the Alfred Wolf of whom he speaks is the 
Regional Rabbi of U.A.H.C. on the Pacific Coast). I am writing him today as per 
copy of letter which is enclosed. 

It seems to me that we ou ht not to let the matter remain where it is 
now. Perhaps the matter may need Executive Board action. It may be that you may 
want to write either to Dubin, to Magnin, or to the Producers' Association office. 
It may also be that you might rant to deal with it in your Presidential message and 
make it one of your recommendations. At any rate, here it is and I shall be happy 
to hear from you as to haw you would want to dispose of the matter. 

AJF:ri ~ 

Enclosures 



Rabbi Abrahan J. Feldman 
Congregation Beth Israel 
701 ~annington Ave. 
Hartford, Conn. 

Dear Abe: 

COPY - -- - -

January 21, 1947 

There must be something in mental telepathy; Alfred Wolf and I were meeting this 
afternoon to send you a full r·eport on the picture situation - and your letter 
requesting such a statement arrived while we were schmoosing. This delayed word 
is not due to any ne~lect on our part, but rather a desire to thorou hly crystallize 
our views before putting them on paper. 

The motion picture kettle has been seething since you were here in September, and 
has now reached the point where it is ready to boil over as a result of the 
controversy precipitated by the ADL opposition to the release of "Abie's Irish Rose." 
The time is now ripe for action on the part of the Conference since a number of 
other groups - principally the ADL, the American Jewish Committee and the local 
Public Relations Connnittee of the Jevrish Community Council, are prepared to enter 
the lists. 

The other night I attended a meeting of the ecutive Committee of the local chapter 
of the American Jewish Committee, when the problem was thoroughly discussed. There 
is at the moment a representative of the Jewish community Connnittee in the Producers' 
Association office. However, the Committee is not satisfied with the way he has 
handled pictures of Jevrish interest. Leon Lewis (and I need not tell you that this 
particular item should be kept absolutely confidential), who until recently was the 
local head of the combined office of the ADL and the Public Relations Committee, has 
severed his connections officially with the croup and is at present in New York trying 
to sell himself to the American Jewish Connnittee as the paid Jewish czar and censor 
to the picture industry. Lewis has an en~a~ing personality and talks in a most 
convincing manner. He is a careerist and while he would make a satisfactory 
representative, would nonetheless be primarily concerned in feathering his 01m nest. 

All these groups are ready to jump due to the fact that a whole rash of Jewish films 
is about to break out on the body of the picture industry. Some of them are full of 
dynamite. For instance, the King Brothers, (a none-too-kosher outfit) control the 
ri hts to "Focus", a story Ymich, if not properly handled, can be extremely unpleasant; 
20th Century-Fox is planning to film as a major production under Zanuck's own 
supervision, "Gentleman's A~reement11 ; Gold-v rn is readying "Earth R~ HiE;h Heaven"; 
R-K-0 has just purchased "Thieves in the Ni~ht", which could be extremely dangerous 
because of a partisan handlin~ in either direction of the terrorist activities in 
Palestine; lletro has prepared treatments of Sholem Asch's "East River" - and the 
squabble over "Abie 1 s Irish Rose" threatens to assUL1e major proportions. I indicated 
at the meeting that the Conference is contenplatin the creation of a committee to 
act as a non-censoring advisory body available at call to all or any of the producers, 



- 2 -

without any thou ,ht of corapensation. In that way, the local committee, aided by 
any rabbis whom it micrht see fit to call in for consultation, vrould not be 
controlled by any studio paying the bills of a consultant. This SU?,Restion immediately 
riled the representatives of some of the other ae;encies, all of whom are contenplating 
pet candidates for highly paid jobs. 

J subsequently discussed the matter with a few producers who feel that the industry 
itself would welcome our type of representation, and would gladly cooperate with us 
in an effort to see that the constructive point of view of the contemplated committee 
be introduced into all studio discussion between the producers and Jevrish _:,roups . 
Of course, the creation of such a corrui1ittee means an outlay of funds , not for any 
paid representative or for quarters , since A.lfred Vtolf, -vrho is at the moment in my 
office, indicates that he could i:;ive desk space to the cor,u,ri.ttec. It would , however, 
involve the services of a full-time se ,retary who ,;lill have to scan carefully all 
i terns appearinr; in trade papers and carry on the voluminous correspondence vrhich the 
committee chairman ·will have to undertake. I feel confident that if formation of 
the committee is handled carefully and proper presentation is made to both the 
American Jevdsh Comm. ttee and the ADL, as vrell as the local Public 1lelations 
Committee of the Comnuni ty Council , that some satisfactory vmrkin arranr;ement 
involvin~ the cooperation of all bodies could be perfected and that these other roups 
rai .,ht even be vdllin~ to carry their share of the salary of the secretary. 

All of this is simply thinking out loud. Hull it over and let me kno v how it strikes 
you. Alfred joins me in sendin8 our i:;reetin~s . 

Sincerely 

JAX 

P. s. I just read the letter over the telephone to Jack Skirball. He thinks our 
point of view is extremely sound and is interested in the development of the project. 



J 1ua.ry 2 , 1947 

i .,-~--11 . in 
• vd. 

Los , ru.if. 

y dear 

I 

0 
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AB■A HILLl:L BILVl:11, Preeldent 
Cleveland, Ohio 

A■IIAHAM J. Fl:LDMAN, Vlce-Preeldent 
Hartford, Conn. 

HAIIIIY •. MARGOLI■, Trea,urer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l ■AAC E. MARCU■ON, Admlnletratlve Seeretar, 
Macon, Ga. 

BIDNl:Y L. Rl:GNl:11, Financial Secretary 
Readlns, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICIE OF VICE PRE■IDIENT 

701 FARMINGTON AVIE. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

January 23, 1947 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th st. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland - 6, Ohio 

~ y dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

JOSltP'H L. BARON, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HERBl:RT ,. BLOOM, Kingston, N. Y. 
DANll:L L. DAVIS, Lancuter, Pa. 
LOUI■ I. EGltLSON, Cincinnati, o. 
SOLOMON a. FREl:HOFF, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
ABRAM M. GRANISON, New York, N. Y. 
ROBERT I. KAHN, Houeton, Texas 
8. FELIX MENDELSOHN, Cbfcaeo. Ill. 
LEVI A. OLAN, Worcester, Mau. 
WENDl:LL A. PHILLIP'■, El Puo, Texas 
DAVID POLISH, Waterbury, Conn. 
JOSHUA TRACHTENBERG, Easton, Pa. 
DAVID H. WICE, Newark, N. J. 
BERNARD ZEIGER, Roanoke, Va. 

For a m.mber of years it has been the practice to have a word 
either from the President or Director of the Union at the conventions of 
the c. c .A.R. Personally, I do not think that it is a wise practice to have 
one of our collea~ues have a chazzakah upon an annual address before the 
c.,C.A.R. It is all ri ht to call on him during the sessions sometimes for 
a word of greeting but I can I t see it as a formal address. 

However, this year Mr. Jacob Aronson, who is quite an unusual 
Jewish layman - he is also Vice-President and chief coun9tl of the Jew York 
Central - has been elected Chairman of the Executive oard of the Union, 
and it occurs to me that it would be a gracious thing to invite him to meet 
the Rabbis, to be introduced to them, and to -say a few words to them. It 
would be his first appearance officially as the Chairman of the Board. If 
you approve of the suggestion, perhaps the invitation mi ht cooe from you to 
him or, if you wish it, I shall be glad to extend the invitation. I imagine 
he can be reached throur,-h the New York office of the Union, 3 E. 65th Street, 
New York - 21. 

As I wrote you yesterday, I shall be in New York next week and I 
shall try to contact Mr. Aronson to talk over matters enerally. If there is 
any messa "e you ·would want me to convey to him, please wire me c/o The Roosevelt 
Hotel where I plan to arrive on Saturday night. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely yours 

~ 
AJF:NW 



RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, D. D. 

RODE.,. SHALOM Tll:M .. LII: 

.,.IFTH AND MOREWOOD AVENUES 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

Jarruary 29, 1947 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba.: 

Thank you very much for your opinion on the draft 
of the report on intermarriage. After receiving your 
letter I sent a copy of the report to each of the members 
of the committee and I am awaiting their reaction. 

I am grateful to you for Agnon' s book. I knew of 
it. It is an original type of anthology and full of 
material. 

Do you recall that you asked me to search around 
for some younger member of the Conference Jfho might be 
entrusted with the difficult task of revising the Union 
Hymnal'l My inquiries brought out these two names: first 
Sidney Wolf. He is about 40 and is described as"••• a 
very serious and earnest person, devoted to Jewish music, ..• 
I believe would work hard." The second person is Rabbi 
Samuel Sandmel, about 35 years of age"••• who is now getting 
his Ph.D. at Yale, in Hellenistic Judaism .••• very much 
interested in music and is a sincere, devoted person, with 
some editorial experience." I do not know these men 
except in passing. Naturally, if they visited you, you 
could form a judgment about them. 

With best wishes, 

As ever, 

SBF/rms 
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Officers 
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Hartford, Conn. 
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Portland, Oregon 

HERMAN E. SNYDER, Secretary 
1517 Noble Avenue 
Springfield, Illinois 
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Atlanta, Ga. 

SELWYN D. RusLANDER, Historian 
Chicago, Ill. 

Trustees 

SAUL B. APPELBAUM 
Miami, Fla. 

PHILIP D. BooKSTABER 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

FERDINAND M. JssERMAN 
St. Louis, Mo. 

MYRON M. MEYER 
St. Joseph, Mo. 

JULIAN MORGENSTERN, Ex-Officio 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

LEVI A. OLAN 
Worcester, Mass. 

WILLIAM F. ROSENBLUM 
New York, N. Y. 

JACOB K. SHANKMAN 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 

ABRAHAM D. SHAW 

Baltimore, Md. 

JACOB SINGER, Ex-Officio 
Chicago, Ill. 

MoRDT.CAI I. SoLOFF 
Baltimore, Md. 

Representatives 
on Board of Governors 

of Hebrew Union College 

HENRY J. BERKOWITZ 
Portland, Oregon 

ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN 
Hartford, Conn. 

FELIX A. LEVY 
Chicago, Ill. 

•HARRY s. MARGOLIS 
St. Paul, Minn. 

JULIUS MARK 
Nashville, Tenn. 

JACOB SINGER 
Chicago, Ill. 

PHINEAS SMOLLER 
Chicago, Ill. 

•Deceased 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Qtbrt\ll ([nion Oolltgt 

January 31, 1947 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
E. lOjth St . and Ansel Road 
Cleveland - 6, Ohio 

,r dear Abba: 

As you lmow, I an a member of the committee 
of the Board of Governors which is char ::,ed with the task 
of recomuencling someone for the Presidency of the P.ebrevf 
lTnion college. There are a number of candidates and many 
recommendations. 

There are a great many of us, however, who feel 
that if you could be at all persuaded to give the . U. C. 
your leadership, that we are not interested in any other name. 

I have spoken with you about it several times and 
each time you indicated your disinclination. 

It would help me very much before sitting at other 
meetings of the comnittee if I knew definitely whether there 
is any chance in persuading you to consider an invitation 
affirmatively ifs ch an invitation were extended to you. 

Won't you let me knov·f at your earliest convenience 
whether I may press your name with the committee? 

With evcr-:1 ~od -vrish, I am 

Faithfully yours 

~ 
AJF: f 



RABBI SOLOMON B, FREEHOF, D. D. 

RODEii' SHALOM TEMP'LIE 

l"ll"TH AND MOREWOOD AVENUES 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

February 3, 1947 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

During your absence in Basle I wrote to Abe Feldman 
about one of our periodical troubles with the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. 

In their usual conscious or unconscious attempts to 
grab the "Union Prayer Book" they sent out a card which 
described the achievements of the Union and included among 
them the 'Union Prayer Book." I sent the card to Abe 
Feldman; he wrote to them; and they apologized. 

Now Jake Schwarz has sent out the enclosed pamphlet. 
You remember we came to an iron-clad decision that none of 
their experimental material should be published in the 
format of the "Union Prayer Book," because we did not 
want people to stick these things in their prayer book and 
have t hem look as if they were a revision of the prayer 
book. We cannot let the prayer book be so informally re
vised and by them. They agreed completely to this. Now, 
just this week, they sent out the enclosed. It is exactly 
the format of the "Union Prayer Book" again. 

They are really a great nuisance. It is a pity that 
we have to keep an eternal vigilance against a sister 
institution like the Union. I apologize for bothering you 
on this mtter. But there it is. 

With best wishes, 

SBF/rms 
Enclosure 

As ever, 

rt 



R IT AL FOR ABBATH SH'KOL i i\I 

To R n1i11e i/1(' T1aditio11al Frer· Jlli/1 Offr' 1i11f:!, 

Our God and Father, we lift up our hearts unto Thee 
on this Sabbath. We recall the days when the Temple 
stood in Jerusalem a11d Thy children came into Thy 
courts, bringing their offerings as tokens of their grati
tude and love. The Temple united them, rich and 
poor, great and small, the mighty and the humble. At 
this season they brought a common gift, shared alike, 
the rich not giving more, the poor not giving less. They 
gave with joy and gladness to support the daily wor
ship of Thy Tame in b auty and in holiness. 

1 or did Jews in other lands forget Jeru alem, for 
th ey, too, cnt their offering . When the Temple wa 
destroyed and Israel cattered, the abbath of th\.'. 
shekel served to perpetuate this link with the Holy 
Land. Academies of learning rose in place of the 
ancient Temple, supported by the people of the Book, 
so that the knowledge of the Law might never depa11 
from their midst. 

Keep us faithful to this tradition in our own time. 
0 Goel. May the shekel still serve as a token of our de 
votion to the cau e of learning, and may that caust 

[ Expe1imc11tal L l'aflct J 

l'IH I' \Kl ll IIY 

Jo i111 0111111iu cc 011 c1emo11ic~. l ' .. \ .11 .C. "I> C.C: .. \ .R . 

(,01'\'Kl(,II r , 19.12 , HY 

I II E CC I IUL CO:\l-1 RE 'C F OF .\1\1 ERI C \, I{ \11111~ 



continue to re eive generous and ready support at our 
hands. May 1t be Thy will, 0 Father, that the pro
phetic word b f ulfillecl through us, that Torah shall 
again go forth out of Zion and Thy word, 0 Lord, 
from Jerusalem. AMEN. 

RESPONSIVE READI G 

The m' re Torah, the more life; the more study, the 
more wisdom; the more righteousness, the more peace. 

Let thy house be a meeting-place for the wise; 
sit gladly at their feet, and drink in their words 
with eagerness. 

He who does not increase his knowledge, decreases it ; 
he who does not seek to acquire wisdom, forfeits hi.., 
life; and h who makes unworthy u e of his learning, 

wasting himself. 

Say not, When I have leisure I will study; per
chance thou wilt never have the leisure. 

\,Vhosoever labors in the Torah for its own sake is 
worthy of many things; moreover, the whole world is 
indebted to him. 

He is called beloved friend, lover of God, lover of 
mankind; 

It clothes him with meekness and reverence. It fits him 
to become just, pious, upright and faithful. 

It keeps him far from sin, ancl brings him near to 

virtue. 



Ml I TER 

0 Lord our Cod, we, Thy people, have made our 
teachers our prince and our men of knowledge our 
·ovcreign . ,vc have given Th law dominion over our 
minds. We have established the kingship of Thy word 
forever in our hearts. Keep us, of this generation, faith
ful to this ideal as Thy people of the Book, trusting in 
Thee forever. 

ONGREGATION 

0 Lord, keep us faithful to Thy holy word. 

MINISTER 

0 Lord our ml, in a world whcr • men lu L aft 1 

wealth and power, may the heart and mind of Israel, 
now as always, be directed to the scrvi e of Thy great 
Name. May Thy presence ever dwell in our House~ 
of Learning to illumine our study with the light and 
truth of Thy holy word. 

CONGREGATION 

0 Lord, Thy commandment is a lamp and Thy tea h
ing is a light. Keep bright the lamp of Thy learning in 
our midst. 

MINISTER 

0 Loi d ouc Cod, of yor w mad ' our Hou cs of _'tudy 
even as our homes. In them Israel found the peace of 
spirit that comes only from Thee; in them we found 
the ble sing of fellowship . From their portals came 
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generations of the learned, proud of their heritage, 
yet humble before Thee. May it be Thy will that the 
knowledge of Thy word shall grow from age to age. 

CONGREGATION 

0 Lord, let Thy House be builded on wisdom. 

Offering by Congregation 

PRAYER 

Our God and God of our fathers, we place before 
Thine altar our gifts and our offerings on this Sabbath. 
Receive them as the expression of our gratitude for all 
Thy blessings unto us. Wherever Jews gather to study 
Thy word, 0 God, there let Thy benediction rest. 
Help us LO kindle the lamps of learning everywhere, 
so that the darkness of ignorance may be flung back 
and men walk in the clear light of Thy wisdom and 
Thy love. We thank Thee for Thy great gift of Torah. 
It has been as an invigorating spring in every desert 
wherein Israel has wandered. We have taken Thy word 
to our parched lips and it has never failed to refresh 
and to strengthen us. 

We thank Thee, too, for the school which has ever 
been our fortress, for the scroll which is still our shield 
and our defense. May we never forget them nor with
hold from them our aid. Bless the givers in these, their 
gifts, and let Thy Name, 0 Lord, be magnified in wis
dom throughout the world. AMEN. 

IJ.!.J 
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y MEMORAND_ID!_ 

TO: Babbis Uri Miller, Israel Goldman and 
Abba Hillel Silver 

FROM: Rabbi Ahron Opher 
Synagogue Council of America 
91 Ft. ashington Ave., NYC 

Febru&ry 10, 1947 

About two years ago, at the re uest of the B'nai B'rith, 

·hich runs the hospital in Denver, the Synagogue Council of America 

undertook to prepare an compendium of prayers to be used b:,· and 

for Jewish patients in hospitals. This action was unanimously 

approved by the delegates and the material was collected and preJared 

under tne editorship of a Committee appointed by the Synagogue 

Council and consisting of Rabbi Max Arzt, Chairman nd Rabbis 

David de Sola Pool and Bernard Bamberger. 

This book, for which there is an increasing demand, particularly 

in veterans hospitals, is now ready for publication and the text 

has been approved by the Synagogue Council. 

At the last meeting of the Synagogue Council, the Executive 

Committee was authorized to proceed witn the publication of the book 

after receiving the approval for publication of the 
4
residents of our 

rabbinic constituencies. 

Unless we hear from you to the contrary by March 1st, we 

shall assume that you approve this project . 

.. 



Febru ... r J 1 , 1 47 

Dr. olomon B. Freehot 
4905 Fiftl1 ~. enue 
Pit ts burgh, Pu. 

y de r S011 

Tho enclosed emor .. d i self-e . 1 n&.tory. 
Pl .... so L .. t . e hav~ our reaction to it. 

S1BK 
Eno. 
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HERBERT I. BLOOM , Kingeton, N. Y. 
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Hartford, Conn. 

HARRY •. MARG0LIB, Trea, urer 
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OFFICE OP' VICE PRE81DENT 

701 FARMINGTON AVIE. 
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Lou, . I . EGEL■ON , Cincinnati, o. 
SOLOMON B. FREEHOP'P', Pittsburab, Pa. 
AIIRAM M. GRANl■ON , New York, N. Y. 
ROB ERT I. KAHN, Houeton, Texaa 
8 . F ELIX MENDEL■OHN, Chicago, Ill . 
L EVI A. OLAN, Worcester, Mau. 
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February 13, .1.9h7 

I have received inquiries from karcuson on the matter of publicity for 
the next convention . Since releases ou ht to be prepared soon , he wants to 
kno11_. )Y"~ther he should handle it, or Henry Levy (the publicity mana~er of 
the ~,c:..YTho handled it last year) should handle it, etc . 

I refer to my letter to you on January 22, in which I asked you what 
your pleasure was in the matter of the publicity arran~ements • 

. Iay I refer you to mL letter to you on the date of Januar-1 23 , in which 
I called your attention t~ilg,r established of havin r a word of greeting 
from the Union, and the su~~gestion that .. r . Jacob Aronson mi 1ht be invited by 
you to bring a vrord of ~reetin to the convention . 

I refer, also , to another letter on the date of January 23 , . in ·which I 
brought to your attention, and enclosed a co'ly of • .. ax Dubin ' s leti.,er about 
the situation in the moving picture industry vlitli reference to Jewish pictures 
and cooperation from the CCR. 

And then there was the letter which I wrote to you under date of January 
31, with reference to the presiden'"!y of the HTTC . 

I have been followin the a(!counts of your travels in recent weeks,. and I 
lmow how terribly crowded you arc . I never cease to marvel at your capacity to 
do all that you are doin , but the several ma tter3 to which I ref erred in my 
letters are urgent, and I would be ver-f grateful if you could 1ive me your thought 
concernin them at your earlLest convenience . 

·Ji th every ~ood wri.sh from h..iuse w house, I am, 

ajf;sh 

Sincerely Yours , 

Ur . A.hrabaro ,I . Feldman-r 



RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, D . D . 

RODEP' SHALOM Tl!:M .. L I!: 

P'l " H AND MORIEWOOD AV E NU l!S 

PITTSBURGH , PA . 

February 14, 19u7 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St . Rnd Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, O. 

DeRr Abba : 

I cannot make up my mind about the memorandum which 
you sent me . On the one hand it is dangerous to have 
the Synagogue Council, which is still a half-shadow 
organization, issue liturgies . On the other hand, who 
else can issue liturgies for such congregations which are 
neither Reform, Orthodox, or Conservative? 

I do not remember ever giving permission to our 
delegates to approve this , but I ruppose it ought to be 
approved . 

Maybe we ought to warn them that it is only for such 
uses that we approve the writing of liturgies by the 
SynAgogue Council . 

With best wishes , 

As ever, 

SBF/rms 



Rabbi br· J. Feld 
701 F rmington venue 
·Hartford, Conn. 

y de bea 

February 16, 1947 

I believe that Henry Lev did good Job for us st ear uDd 
should be engaged to handle our publicity u ain this ear. 

It would be rtectly all ri0 ht to invite r. ronson to bring 
word ot Jreeting from the Union to the Convention. Plea e sand hill an 
invit tion in your and my name. 

I am deeply honored by the r ct th t so man lumni h ve itten 
to me u.bout t e presidency ot the HOC. I know ot no reater honor th t can 
come to a.nyona in ur a1oiatr· . I believe, ho«ever, ht the residenoy 
should go to a01.1eone who is . less controversial ti ure I • Further-
more, I am ao deeply committed to me sure ot ctive reaponsibilit in Zioni t 
leadership t this time th t 1 do not feel tr et relieve myself ot it until 
the problem pproxim tea some atist ctorys lution. /J'l. 1 that, as ou kno , 
is something that ill not hap en 1n the ver3 n ar future. 

1th reference t o t e moving icture situ tion . ich a rou ~ht to 
your ttention by Dubin - I suggest t h t the whole t er be discu ad at 
the next meeting ot the hxecutive oard d th t Dubin be invited to atteoo it. 
Them tter is uite co■plic ted, and careful handlin o t he situ. tion 1a 
indicated.. Thee is a u stion in my mind het r the CCAR, s such, should 
initiate the tter, or l ether t e yn go ue Council s oul niti te it. 
Dubin should be r uested to ther all the inform tion and t _ e it 

v ilable to the ecutive Committee. lfred olt s ould also b ked to 
attend our Executive meeting en t his ubJect is disc ed. 

•1th 11 g od ishe1, I rm in 

Ver cordially ours, 

AHS1Bl 



Memo from 

DR. ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN 

nr. Abba H. Silver 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road Cleveland 6, Ohio 

l~y dear Abba : 

◄ ebruary 2 , 19h7 

Just a line to tell you that i. .. r . Aronson has accepted our invitation to brin~ the ~reetin~s 1fck the UAHC to tne Convention . I have s chedu~d him for • ednesday evcnin~;, June 25th . 

Faithfully Yours , 

ajf;sh Dr . Abraham J . , eldman 



rch 17, 1947 

Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman 
701 Fandn ton Ave. 
Hartford, Conn. 

Dear Rabbi Feldmnna 

Iui.bbi Sidney Regner ha re uested to end you 
the COAR checks tor signature during Rabbi ilver•s absence. 
Pleaae send th•• to Rabbi Saoller &f'ter you ve i ned 
them. 

BJK 
Enc. 

1th beet i hes, I rem in 

V ry a~erel.y • .,urs, 

Secretary to bbi Silv r 



Memo from 

DR. ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN 

April 3,147 

Dr.Abba Hillel Silver: 

The enclosed came this morning, and inasmuch 
as I know you are back in the country, I am ::ending 
it to you, first because I think you ought to know 
about this situation in England, and second because 
you might wish to assign it for a Responsum. 

As you are aware, Freehof has prepared a paper 
on the subject of 11Mixed Marriage" and "Inter
marriage" to be read at the next Convention. He 
deals with the subject that was raised by Alattuck 
in his inquiry. It might, therefore, be best to 
send it to Freehof. However, here it is. 

With every good wish for a han1 y Pesach, I am, 

Faithfully Yours, 

~ 
ajf;sh Br. ihraham J. !l'eldman 



I CLASS OF <;ERVICE DESIRED \s 

WESTERN"·' 
CHECK DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY $ .. ~ 
DAY URGENT 

LETTCR RATE ACCOU NTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED UNI ON NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTER LETTER 

Patrons should chtck cla51 o( aer'V\ce 
deoir«l; otherwise lhe m .... ge will be 

tranl'milted aa a telegram or A . N . WILLIAMS 
ordinary cablegnm. PRESIDENT 

Send the following telegram, 1ubject to the term, on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

rr RABBI A. tT. FELDMAN l O, _____________________ ___________ _ _ 

Care of or Apt. No. 

Street and No. 

701 Farmington 

Hartford, Conn. 

s 

TIME FILED 

f 

__ 4_-_1_8-4_ 7 _____ /9_ 

Place, ________________________________________ _ 

YOU MAY 11UTHORIZE ·MR. LEVY TO PROCEED V/ITH HIS PUBLICITY t'ROGRA~. KINDEST 

REGARDS. 

Sender's name and address 
(For refe,cnce on/11) 

AH SILVER 

Sender's telephone 
number 



WESTER 1201 ~ 
SYMBOLS 

., 
CLASS OF SCRVICB 

( 15 ) Dl.•0.y Lettn 
-

This is a ull-rate 

UNION 
NL•Ni.htuntt 

Tc-~egpq\.,i)!' Cable, 

LC• Defcn-cd Cable 

"Um unleos !ts de, f erred charnctcr is in, 

NL T •Cabk Niaht Lenn 
dicated by 'ii suitable 
symbol abo•.·c or pre-

JOSEPH L. EGAN 

' Ship Radloen,n 
ceding the address. 

PRESIDENT "'\ 

N 
tel The filing t:me shown m the date line on ecr ams and day letters is STANDAllD TIME a\ pomt. of origin. Timo of reoeip&. ia STANDARD TIME at ~t of destination 

NA599 DL PD WEST HARTFORD CONN 16 1218P 

' DOCTOR ABBA HILLEL SILV R= 

.=EAST 105 ST ANSEL RD C LEV = 

I ...... 

YOUR P RMISSION TO AUTHORIZE H NRY Y L VY 

DI. CTOR TO PROC D WITH PijBLICITY PROGRAM H 

IG 

MAY I HAVE 

UBL IC I TY 

QUTLI NED I 

I AP.PROV 
MEMORANDUM COPY OF WHICH ~AS S NT TO YOU BY HIM 

OF PRO GR A M P ND I N G YOU R S A NC T I ON I N G I T RE GA RDS= 
~BRA HAM J FE LD MAN • 

OOESTJONB PROM IT8 PATRONS CONCERNING IT8 81!:RVICJI 
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A■■A HILLKL 81LVKII, President 
Clenland, Ohio 

A■IIAHAM J. F•LDMAN, Vice-President 
Hartford, Conn. 

PHINKA■ SMOLLER, Treuarer 
Chlcqo, ID. 

l ■AAC a. MARCU■ON, Administrative Seeretar, 
Macon, Ga. 

81DNKY L. RKGN.11, Financial Secretar, 
Readin•• PL 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF ADMINIBTRATIVIE 81ECRIETARY 

204 BUFORD PLACI!: 

MACON, GA. 

A~ ri 1 21 , l ~ 4 7 

Jr . bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E .105th St . & nsel Rd ., 
level d , O. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Jo•EPH L . BARON , Milwaukee, Wis. 
HERBERT I . BLOOM , Kingston, N. Y. 
DANIEL L. DAVIS, Lancaster, Pa. 
Lou1• I. EGELSON, Cincinnati, 0 . 
SOLOMON B . FREEHOI', Pittsburgh, Pa. 
ABRAM M . GRANISON, New York, N. Y. 
ROBERT I. KAHN, Houston, Texas 
s . FELIX MENDELSOHN, Chlcaeo, Ill. 
LEVI A. OLAN, Worcester, Ma11. 
WENDELL A. PHILLIP., El Paso, Texu 
DAVID POLISH, Waterbury, Conn. 
JOSHUA TRACHTENBERG, Eaaton, PL 
DAVID H . WICE, Newark, N. J. 
BERNARD ZEIGER, Roanoke, Va. 

I arr sending you hc.rewi th the forr1 1 etter frori the 
Department of tate . 

I see the letter has your nane on it , but the envelope 
was addressed to the Central Conference , an that is 
how I happened to Jet it . 

I have your letter of ril 18th inclosing letter fro;' 
Rabbi. t1:a1 colm Stern . I shall , of course, ut it on the 
auenda . But I am 1ond ering whether this is a matter for 
the Executive Board or whether it s ould not be sent to 
the Joint ension Commission . The sug ·estion in the 
letter is that the ension Commission shal l take the 
insur8.nce polic es, jan a vance noney to the far.1ily . 
If you woulrl refer'"to the ension Co~1mission now , the 
Cor: nis sion could act on it and sLoul:i they refuse the 
Exe cu ti ve Bo'1 r1 coul tr en co nsi er whether or not it 
uishes to vote r . ~n0 lan er an honorarium for the rest 
of his 1 ife . 

houl-1 the letter itself con:e before the Executive Board 
it would have to be referred to the ension Cor ·1ission 
and would only mean unnecessar delay . 

For -:;· ou.r inforr at ion I ,ant to correct a state .,,ent in 
Stern ' s letter . He says on page two : 11 t the time of 
El i iayer ' s ea th , ·.1rs . ! .. ayer 1eclined a pension , s to.ting 
she did not wi lh to 1.epr ve the Conference of funds" . 
This is not quite correct . The facts are these : 



OFFICERS 1948 - 1947 

ABBA HILL•L 8ILV•11, President Cle.eland, Ohio 

A■IIAHAM J. l"•LDMAN, Vice-President Hartford, Conn. 

PHINEAS ■MOLLER, Treuorer 
Cbicaco. DI. 

ISAAC •• MAIICUSON, Admini1tratlve Seeretar, Macon, Ga. 

SIDN•Y L. REGN.II, Financial Secreter, Readlnar, PL 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE 01" ADMINISTRATIVE 8ECRIITARY 

204 BUFORD PLACllt 

MACON, GA. 

- 2 -

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

JOSEPH L . BARON, Milwaukee, Wi1. 
HERBERT I . BLOOM, Kineeton, N. Y. 
DANIEL L . DAVIS, Lancaster, Pa. 
LOUIS I. EGELSON, Cincinnati, o. 
SOLOMON B. FRE•HOI', Pittebureh, Pa. 
ABRAM M . GRANISON, New York, N. Y. 
ROBERT I. KAHN, Houston, Texaa s . FELIX MENDELSOHN, Chlcaeo, Ill. 
LEVI A. OLAN, Worce■ter, Ma11. 
WENDELL A. PHILLIPS, El P aso, Texu 
DAVID POLISH, Waterbury, Conn. 
JOSHUA TRACHTENBERG, Easton, PL 
DAVID H. WICE, Newark, N. J. 
BERNARD ZEIGER, Roanoke, Va. 

Sol'1eone re_Jorted to me personally that Hrs . Mayer was j_n need and I took the m t ter u.. with Henry Engl and er, askin6 if the report ,as true . I tol hi 1 that if so I woul present,/tto the ~xecu tive Bo~rd arri I ar1 sure the Conference woul be ~1ad to help l,'rs .11·aye r . 

Henry told i::e that it was not true, that she was li vin6 with them a1 was making enouc9-1. to support he rs elf cor1fortably . The matter never was fornally presented to the Conference . 
Plea~e let me hoar from you as to what ade of the Stern letter . isposition ·ou want 

all· yours , 

( , 

Isaac E .Marcuson 
IEJ: :Eh d 1inistrqtive Secretar 



OFP'ICERS 1948 • 104 7 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ABRAHAM J. hLDMAN, Vice-President 
Hartford, Conn. 

HARRY •. MARGOLI■, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l ■AAC E. MARCU■ON, Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Secretary 
Readlnir, Pa. 

Dr. Abba illel Silver 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OP' VICE PRESIDENT 

701 P'ARMINGTON AVE. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

East 105th Street n: Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Uhio 

Hy dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

JO■EPH L. BARON, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HERBERT I. BLOOM, Kingston, N. Y. 
DANIEL L. DAVIS, Lancaster, Pa. 
LOUI■ I. EGELSON, Cincinnati, o. 
SOLOMON B. FREEHOl"I", Pittsbul'Kh. Pa. 
ABRAM M. GRANl■ON, New York, N. Y. 
ROBERT I. KAHN, Houston, Texaa 
s. FELIX MENDELSOHN, Cbicaeo, Ill. 
LEVI A. OLAN, Worcester, Mass. 

WENDELL A. PHILLIP■, El Paso, Texas 
DAVID POLISH, Waterbury, Conn. 
JO■HUA TRACHTEN■ERQ, Easton, Pa. 
DAVID H. WICE, Newark, N. J. 
BERNARD ZEIGER, Roanoke, Va. 

April 22, 1947 

I am enclosing some correspondence which came to me this week, with my 

replies. I shall be glad to have your reactions and ~uidance. 

With every ood wish, I am, 

Sincerely Yo ,rs, 

ajf; sh Dr . Abraham J. Feldman 



Dr. br h J • ... eld an 
701 Fannin ton Ave. 
Hartford, Conn. 

d ar e1 

•pril 24, 1947 

our letters both to Rabbi ·rosstlel and bbi d 1uuel 
!. ~ilver re decidedly t~ r1 t answers ,d t h . e is ver little 
to add to them. I 1oul et, ho.ever, t t ou brin .tta.bbi 
ilver•1 lotter bout the yor of ontre l t the attention ot 

Rabbi tern. 

I sendin you h re 1th an invi t'4 tion '.'hich h een ent 
to the CCAR bi the Depar ent of State 1nv1t1n- ua to eend represent tive 
to attend ting of representativ a ot n tion 1 or iz tiona for an 
exchan e or vie a on erican ¥oreign olicy. Thia eetin is to be ~eld 
in shin ton June '-96. I think t h t you ou ht to tt nd t ~ ting. 
One ot th items on th enda is the u.s. rel tions 1th t e Ne r tJ 
also diacualion ot the trusteeship ?roblem. It Jou c go, ~le se 
till out the necessary papers I enclosed k rewlth an en t 'em on 
to aushington. 

it h 11 1ood is hes, I remain 

A.HS1BK 
Enc. 

Yer· cordi lly you a, 

• 
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Miami, Fla. 

PHILIP D. BooKsTABER 
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WILLIAM F. ROSENBLUM 
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JACOB K. SHANKMAN 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 

ABllAIHM D. SHAW 
Baltimore, Md. 

JACOB SINGER, Ex-Officio 

Chicago, Ill. 

MoRDT.CAI I. SoLOFF 
Baltimore, Md. 

Representatives 
on Board of Governors 

of Hebrew Union Co/Lege 

HENRY J. BERKOWITZ 
Portland, Oregon 

ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN 
Hartford, Conn. 

FELIX A. LEVY 
Chicago, Ill. 

•HARRY s. MARGOLIS 

St. Paul, Minn. 

Juuus MARK 

Nashville, Tenn. 

JACOB SINGER 

Chicago, Ill. 

PHINEAS SMOLLEll 

Chicago, Ill. 

•Deceased 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

lltbrt\\1 Qnion Qolltgt 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th st. and Ansel Ro ad 
Cleveland 6, Chio 

My dear Abba: 

April 30, 1947 
(Diet. 4-29) 

In connection with the ~lumni effort to endow a 

Morgenstern Chair in Bible and the appeal which I sent 

out to the Alumni asking for contributions, I know 

that you very generously pledged $5 ,ooo to the Foundation 

Fund. Inasmuch as the Chair is part of the Foundation 

Fund, would you have any objection to having your contri

bution listed amonst the Al"lllilili gifts and be earmarked 

for the Morgenstern Chair in Bible? 

I was in Cincinnati this weekend and discussed the 

matter with the authorities. They will be very happy 

if you would perrlli t us to do so. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman, D.D. 

AJF:B 
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ABBA HILLEL SILVER, President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ABRAHAM J. P'l:LDMAN, Vice-Pre■ident 
Hartford, Conn. 

HARRY 8. MARGOLI■, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l ■AAC E. MARCU■ON, Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Secretar, 
Readin,r, PL 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT 

701 FARMINGTON AVE. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th st. at -~sel Road 
Cleveland 6, Chio 

My dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

JOSEP'H L. BARON, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HERBERT I. BLOOM, Kingston, N. Y. 
DANIEL L. DAVIS, Lancaster, Pa. 
LOUI■ I. EGELSON, Cincinnati, 0. 
SOLOMON B. FREEHOFF, Pittsbui,rh, Pa. 
ABRAM M. GRANISON, New York, N. Y. 
ROBERT I. KAHN, Houston, Texu 
S. FELIX MENDELSOHN, Chicago, Ill. 
LEVI A. OLAN, Worceeter, Maas. 
WENDELL A. PHILLIP'S, El Paso, Texas 
DAVID POLISH, Waterbury, Conn. 
JOSHUA TRACHTENBERG, Ea.ston, Pa. 
DAVID H. WICE, Newark, N. J. 
BERNARD 'ZEIGER, Roanoke, Va. 

May 2, 1947 
(Diet. 5-1) 

Thanks for your letter of April 24 with refer
ence to the Department of State invitation to attend a 
session in Washington on Jtme 4-6. I shall register for 
representation, in the hope that I mi~ht be able to attend, 
which at this moment is not at all certain. However, 
should I find that I cannot come, I might ask one of our 
colleagues either in Baltimore or Washington to represent 
the Conference. 

With every good wish, I am, 

Dr. A.braham J. Feldman, D.D. 

AJF:B 



• 

Dr. Solomon B. Freehot 
4905 Fifth venue 
Pit sburgh, Pa. 

lly dear Sol• 

ay 12, 1947 

• 

I am encloaing here 1th three a unic tion 
~ich have baring on a letter received by £iaendrath roa 

Mattuck 1n London concerning the oontroversy ch s 
arisen in connection 1th the y lie tion hich us mad• 
b a roup of Liberal S nago uea 1n Engllilld to be registered 
for the aolemniuation or marriages. Mattuck would like to 

ve a st t ent froa the Union, etc. I ish you ould write 
an otticiul at&tement on the subject so that e mi ht et 
action on it durina our meting 1n ontreal. 

AHSaBK 
Eno • 

1th all good ishes, I read.n 

Aa every ura, 



J CLASS OF SFRVICE DESIRED \.. 

WESTERN"·' CHECK DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY $ 
DAY URGENT 

LETTER RATE ACCOU NTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

UNI ON s 
NIGHT NIGHT 

LETTER LETTER 

Patrons 1hould check clan of atmce TIM E FILED 
des1rtd; othrrwise the mea.,age will be f lransm1tted aa 3 telegram or A . N . WILLIAMS 

ordinary cable,inm. PRESIDENT 

Send the following telegram, 3ubject to the term3 on back. hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

To CONGREGATION EMANUEL 
----=-5--1~6=---=4:....:...7 ____ /9_ 

Care of or Apt. No. GRAND RAP_IDS JUCHI.GAN 

Street and No. _____________ _ 

Place __________________________________ _ 

PLEASE ACCEPT THE HEARTIEST FELICITATIONS OF THE CCAR ON THE OCCASION OF THE 

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF YOUR CONGREGATION AND THE 10TH ANN VERSARY F THE MINIS RY 

OF B4BBI JEROME D. FOLKM~. I PR..4.Y THAT THE FUIJURE YEARS WILL BRING INCREASING 

OPPORTUNITIES AND SUCCESS TO YOUR CONGREGATION AND YOUR DISTINGUISHED RABBI)( 

IN THE FIELD OF SERVICE TO THE CAUSE OF JUDAISM AND AMERICAN ISRAEL 

Sender's name and address 
(For reference only) 

ILLEL S LVER 

Sender's telephone 
number 



Babbi • J. Pel.d 
1011and.ngton 
Hartford, Conn. 

lly d f4r Rabbi Feldmana 

llay 16, 1947 

Do you think that our rogr will pendt a 
represent tive of the 1TS to addre our body on the 
aubJect ot THE HOOS OF LIVING IUD ISIT 

HSaBlC 
Inc. 

1th all good iahes, I re 1n 

Very sincerely your , 



THE OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 
OF 

CONGREGATION EMANUEL 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO ATTEND 

THE SABBATH SERVICE AT TEMPLE EMANUEL 

Friday, May 16 at 8:00 o'clock 
AND 

THE BANQUET 
I THE LOUIS XV ROOM, ROWE HOTEL 

Saturday, May 17, 1947 at 7:00 o'clock 

IN CELEBRATION OF ITS 

SEVENTY , FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 

AND THE TENTH YEAR OF THE SER VICE 
OF 

RABBI and MRS. JEROME D. FOLKMAN 

Banquet and Reception $5 .00 Dress Optional 
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AB■A HILLIIL 81LVIIR, President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

A■RAHAM J. P'IELDMAN, Vice-President 
Hartford, Conn. 

HARRY 8. MARGOLI■, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l ■AAC IE. MARCU■ON, Admlni■trative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

81DNIIY L. REGNIER, Financial Secretar7 
Readlna, Pa. 

Dr. Abba iillel Silver 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OP' VICE PRESIDIENT 

701 FARMINGTON AVE. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

Fast 105th Street P: Ansel Road 
Clevel and 6, Ohio 

Ly dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

JOSE .. H L . BARON , Milwaukee, Wis. 
HERBERT I. BLOOM, Kingston, N. Y. 
DANIEL L . DAVIS, Lancal!ter, Pa. 
LOUI■ I. EGEL■ON , Cincinnati, 0. 
SOLOMON B. FREEHOl"I", Pittsburab, Pa. 
ABRAM M . GRANISON, New York, N. Y. 
ROBERT I. KAHN, Houston, Texaa 
8 . Fl:LIX MENDELSOHN , Chicago, Ill. 
LIIVI A. OLAN, Worcester, Mau. 
WIINDIILL A. PHILLI ... , El Paso, Texas 
DAVID POLISH, Waterbury, Conn. 
JO■HUA TRACHTENBERG, Easton, Pa. 
DAVID H. WICE, Newark, N. J . 
BERNARD ZEIGER, Roanoke, Va. 

uay 19, 1947 

I think you mi ~t su • es t to .r s . Roset.t that a spokesmru for 

the FTS might speak for not over 15 minutes on Thursday evenin , 

June 26t h, just before, or after (as you rill) the t-wo papers on 

the 0oodwill •ovement . 

i th ever y 'l'ood wish, I ar.:i. , 

Sincerely Your s , 

afj ; sh Dr.Abr aham J . Fel dman 



. . ... 

RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, D.D. 

RODEF SHALOM TEMPLE 

FIFTH AND MOR£WOOD AVENUES 

PITTSBURGH 13 1 PENNSYLVANIA 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ea.st 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

May 21, 1947 

I am sending you a present, a book called vlls'l...~ SJ, i:J. Sa. 
This is a remarkable work by an Orthodox rabbi {a Hungarian) 
of Columbus, Ohio, Jekuthiel Greenwald. This book is a complete 
compendium including the latest responsa of the entire 
Orthodox law on the subject of deat~, burial, mourning, etc. 

I h~ve been helping Rabbi Greenwald Yd.th some money 
from our Philanthropic Fund and in return he sent me a 
number of copies of the book which just appeared. 

What I tried to do in "Refonn Jewish Practice" on the 
general field of Jewish law he does on this specific subject, 
but much more completely than I needed to do or than I could 
have done. It is really a remarkable book. I have tried to 
persuade him to do the same thing for marriage laws, but he 
shies away from the task. I don't blame him. 

Lillian joins me in best wishes to Virginia and yourself. 

As ever, 

&. 
SBF/rms 



CONGREGATION EMANUEL 
RANSOM AVE. AT FOUNTAIN ST. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 

FOUNDED 1871 
JEROME 0. FOL KM AN , RABBI 

1212 THOMAS ■TRl:1:T , 9 . 1:, 

~ay 2?- , 194? 

Dr . Ab a H llel S lver, President 
Central Conferen e of erican Rabb s 
ThP TPr'lplP 

n P.l o~n at East 11Ett StrAet 
Cleveland, Ohio 

D ar Dr. Silver: 

On behalf of Congre ation an el , a well 
as myse l f , I want to thank you for your 
felic vations to us on the occasion o the 

ZON I: IS 

dou le ele rat on of our seven y - fifth 
anniversary an~ the tent y ar o my min stry . 
The oy of the occas on was enh need by the 
knoNle ge that we ha your aood ishes . 

yours , 

JDF : LJ. 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
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ABBA HILLEL SILVER, President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ABRAHAM J . FELDMAN, Vice-President 
Hartford, Conn. 

HARRY s. MARGOLI■, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

l ■AAC E. MARCUSON, Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNIEY L. Rl!CJNIER, Financial Secretary 
Readlnir, Pa. 

Rab1i Alba Hillel Silver 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OF'FICE OF VICE PRESIDENT 

701 F'ARMINGTON AVE. 

HARTFORD, CONN . 

June 10, 1947 

Eas t 105th Street and sel Road 
Cleveland, Uhio 

Dear Abba: 

EXECUTIV E BOARD 

JOSEPH L. BARON , Milwaukee, Wis. 
H E RBE RT I . BLOOM , Kingston, N . Y. 
DANI E L L . DAVI S, Lancaster, P a . 
LOUI S I. EGl!L SON, Cincinnati, 0. 
SOLOMON B. FREE HOFF, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
ABRAM M. GRANISON , New York, N. Y. 
ROBERT I . KAHN , Houston, Texas 
S . F E LIX M E NDE LSOHN , Chicago, I ll. 
LEVI A. OLAN , Worcester, Maas. 
WENDELL A . PHILLI ... , El Paso, Texas 
DAVID POLISH , Waterbury, Conn. 
JOSHUA TRACHTENBERG, Easton, Pa. 
DAVID H . WICE, Newark, N. J . 
BERNARD ZEIGER , Roanoke, Va. 

I went 0own last weel~ to w~.shinr,ton to attend the meetin; on i•'oreign ~olicy 
called by the Departr.ient of State, which you asked me to attend on behalf of the 
,.,~ R. I was able to stay thee but one day, but that was t,he crucial day . 'l'he 
sessions be1an by an a ·dress by Secretary barshall, in w'nich he cornnitte himself 
to .. 1othinr; beyond conveyine; a measure of his charr.i and h.1.s shrewdness . 

He vas followed by a more fonnal address by Dean Atcheson wno dealt}/. lar ·ely 
,nth the difficulties nut in the way of establishin the neace . The di ,ficulties 
he stressed come lar ely from lussia, throu~h its policy o delay. tle pointe out 
that 11 the main trend of America.11 orei rm Policy" Y<as/ whil t keeping the door onen 
for Russian coo i)eration, to stop wai tinr1 on Russia and ~o on without Russia, ~ ince 
'ftussia refuses to cooperate, we will rro on our own ·without closinr; th~~o~!~d 
hopin~ that ul t:L11ately Russia will join. The Trw"lan Doctrine does not-~ an 
ide o ical dislike of Russia, but rather the basic reco-nition that there is no 
cooperation ,;a th --tussia possible at the moment because Russia r efuses to cooper ·ite. 

bassador Aust, n dealt at great len~th on the approach toward the U. · ., and 
answered many questions put f roL1 the floor . 

In tne af ternoon there were a series of formal statements ; 1ade by hea is of 
various depart,nents on the polic_.r of the . partr1ent of State in various areas of 
the world. onP-st these Loy rlendcrson, speakine; as the 'lead of the Near East and 
AfrLcan division, spoke . I tried to follow his ar~111~ent closel y and so far as I am 
able to r eproduce it, ere it is . lle nointed out tat there are a number of factors 
which are causin ~ a ry reat unrest in the ear East and A.rica. These factors are: 

1. The weakenin of the influence of n.reatBritain and France in that area. 
2 . The rovvln,. s tren 7 t h of Soviet .1.iussia . 
3. The ,rowinr. demands of the neoples in those territories . 
4. The rap i_c] rise of "'lationalism . 
le pointed out that vre must win t eir friendship by helpini,; them now. He then 

mde the puint that t, e "basic objective" is to avoid·u in~ the ear East and Africa 
a bat~le ,.,.round. Th~s, he said, can be done by: 

1 . Lend.inn- sunport~he peoples of the I ear E· st and Afr· ca in t .1eir effort to 
maintain political independence and ter ·i torial inte~rity. 

2. by helpin° them culturally and also aidins:; in their reconstruction . 
3. By stren,..,.theni n economi c relationships beween them and us . 

As to Palestine (and this was his concludin state:r.ient), the Unit d States will 
remain neutral for the pres nt . 



-2-

After these addresses there were a series of round tables, one of the11 on the Tear 
Ea, t and :rica, presided over by f-fende son . I attended that rounc4 table . Tne procedure 
was one of asln .. nrr quest.ions o ... him and the three .. ner. bers of his staff w110 -rrere vtl th him. 
Gf course , nany of the questions related to ma.RJE @th~ areas other than Palestine . The 
foll01v-t.n'"f were the ~eru1ain statements he made as to Palest .:..ne . Thes e came in res onse 
to direct questiJnp • 

1 . f-Je denied that oil is a r'actor in tne .·ear East situation . 
2 . About the confidential documents concernin which Crum wrote, he denied that 

any statements were ·iven to the Aral s and others ·without the knowle<.lr,e of the 1.'hite Huuse . 
He was very ..,reatly cha(;rined over the fact that Crurri. , who was o;iven the "'ile , ·was so un-
P-e 1tleinanly and unsportsmanliv~ to rnake it knovm. rle insisted that there was nothinrr in 
t'lose confidential cor .. ,unications which need cause any 1erican to han~ his head. in shame . 
They we e sirr ply assurances that there had been no chancre in u >l i cy so far as the r ited 
States was concer:aed . :e thou '"';ht that those documents vdll be published sorrie day, althoi..r,h 
he did not say vrhen . 

~-I asked him about the q~tions vrnich rum . ut in his nouth ·when he briefed '"'rllit1 

prior to the latter's leavin,-A ,:,ne Anr-;lo .ierican Cornmi ttee . You !'eme1.ber that Crum q1 0tes 
him directly to tne effect that Crum was to bear in m • nd the relationshin vri th l{ussia ere 
a report favorable to the J evrish cause could be thou -ht 01' . lienderson vehe1 tently denied 
e 1er havin talked to Srurn on this matter . The O•'ly conversati on/ !le said1 he had v-rl th ~rum 
was abJut such details as 1,ransportation, e tc . 1•hen I asked hin how it could ha Jr,en t at, 
as responsible a la;ry-er as .... r . Crum, ·would quote Lr . Henderson directl,r -vmen he never used 
t.1ose words , rlenderson answered that Crum proba't. l y r1isuriderstood him . Later he told me 
(when the meetin, vras over) that he believes that Grun vrrotr- -:i rrood boo1,\ ancl also that 
he, tiende rson, ha11 seen ealey in :Jew York a feu days before and discu[. s ed .,rum's book 
with hi11. Bealey adni t ted tnat the word 0 ·which Cruri1 0uotpd as to ealey were correct. 
Bealey had actually said that i:rhich Crum reports hin to have said . I nressed .1enderson 
a~ain as to the quotations attributed to hilil , and arrai he rlenied navin said that . I 
asked him then why he did not ci.s1.vovr the stateme'1t . His a1swer was ti1at he did not want 
to ,•o into a polemic Yri th CrUJ:1. T insi sted that he owed it to himself and to us to 1 ake 
that s tate1aent, and he said L, did not want to help pro i. ote the sale o thP book or r; un' s 
lecture en1a ements . ,,Den I took that up he evaded and insisted that Crmn onl :r misunder
stood hi . 

'-/. I then chall~_him in ooen meetin': on the possibili t:,,r of the U11i ted States follow-
in1; in opposite V~ ;rrom that of Lussia, with snecial reference to Gro uyko I s speech be

fore the U.N. Asser.1bly. rte resented that and s aid that it would be sill.,r .. or the United 
States to pla r a contrary r-ame . I a1reed Yrith hiin that it was sil r, but I asked f or hi..s 
assurances as to an cVi nnative policy . He then reiterated that the Uni 1,ed utates vill o 
termine its pol~cy on'1.y after tl e TT . ~J . :,ales tine Con1..1i ttce re orts . 

~Someone else (not a Jew} trnn as ~ed hin as to the nei.r Palestine Cornuittee , rrhether 
he really believed that they c uld find new facts rrhich previous co:., .1i ttees had not re
vealed. His ansvrer was ther is no hope th.,t th(y vill unearth new facts , b 1t the com
m ttee can be useful as a 1 .. eans of r:10bilizin'"~ public opinion . Ie did not s pecify in 
vL1ich direct..i..on . 

Tt v as stres ed from be (~innin ; to end t !1at cQl these disc ,.1s sions and statements 
were off tne recorct, t~1at none of it was to be 1ar1.e public . lbe presc:- was 1o t orese.nt , 
and a :nission to every session vras by caro wnich had to be s. own . 11e man Yvas not er
m.L tte, to brinr:; his vrir'e in because SThe was not an accredited dele ate . 

T hope t hat the above may be of sone intereGt to you, and, of curse, .rill be 
happy to have your react ·.on and interoretation of it . 

1~i th -v arm.est greetin ,s and eve ood wish , I am, 

Faithfully Yours , 

ajf;sh r . ALr am J . ◄ eldman 



. . . .. 

J e 11, 1 7 

Dr . Solo on • Freehot 
4905 Fift venue 
1 tsbur • , P • 

• J 

.. re i no one in Currie ' cl 
l f o · t ~e rbook of ~~e C0 

.., t o r t e ,~ 
• .L OU 

ell I onder , . ~ t .. e 
t .. 1 8 ig u:Ct . 

Eec u3e I l ve been .. >re~,.::> .... d 
not . c.mo, led e ur lovely ·rift, 
oumin b 7 

• b i Green •• ld . I 
loo t ou.gh it h stily and it is 
ver r . orth l 1 sc ol rl co 

ould 

did 
n 

"' ce to 
cert inl 
endi • 

I lo rd o erl to seei 
~ ou in •ontro 1 . 
• d Lil li n , I r 

..... 
• 

in 
11 good . h s y u 

ever 'our , 



June 1i, 19t7 

Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman 
701 Fti.r n6ton 
Hartford, Conn. 

ly dear Abe& 

Thank you tor Jour lett r of Jun 10 givini 
me helpful account ot th meetings which took pl ce 
in aahintiton wider lie auspices of the St te Department. 
The attitude or uatin -nderaon tally closel with 
aWlar ex. essiona troa tea hicb we have received rr011 
other aourcea. 

By the way, have you iven further tho ~ht to 
your eucceaaor in the presidenc ot th• CCART o ht to h ve 
some idea betore the Conference, and eo should be. 

1th all good iahea, I reaain 

Aa ever yours, 

lH81BI 
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ABBA HILLEL SILVER, President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN, Vice-President 
Hartford, Conn. 

HARRY s. MARGOLIS, Treasurer 
St. Paul, Minn. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Secretar:, 
Readinir, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT 

701 FARMINGTON AVE. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

June 12, 1947 

I 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th St. qc Ansel Rd . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Ly dear Abba: 

The enclosed tv;o letters speak for themselves . 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

JOSEPH L. BARON, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HERBERT I. BLOOM, Kingston, N. Y. 
DANIEL L. DAVIS, Lancaster, Pa. 
LOUIS I. EGELSON, Cincinnati, 0. 
SOLOMON B. FREEHOFF, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
ABRAM M. GRANISON, New York, N. Y. 
ROBERT I. KAHN, Houston, Texaa 
S. FELIX MENDELSOHN, Chicago, 111. 

LEVI A. OLAN, Worcester, Mase. 
WENDELL A. PHILLIPS, El Paso, Texas 
DAVID POLISH, Waterbury, Conn. 
JOSHUA TRACHTENBERG, Easton, Pa. 
DAVID H. WICE, Newark, N. J. 
BERNARD ZEIGER, Roanoke, Va. 

This also may interest you. At a recent meeting of the Administrat
ive Cor:rrni ttee of the Executive Board of the TJAHC there was an inspired 
criticism and a forrnal resolution of criticism passed because the CCAR, 
in the cou rse of a 5 day session, could find only 15 minutes to ,ive to 
the s pokesman for the Union . They would have wanted more time to dis
cuss TTnj on Campaign a.11.d Union proeram at t llis Conference and at eYQry 

Conf e.rence. 

I did not see the r esolution. Perhaps it vras sent to you . But 
I had the reports from two men who are members of the Administrative 
Conuni t tee . 

Lookin~ f orward to seein~ you next week, and vdth every good wish, 
I am, 

ajf;sh 
E.11.c .-2 

Dr . Abraham J. Feldman 



SOLOMON B. FREEHOF. D. 0. 
IIABBI 

FLOYD S. FIERMAN 
ASSISTANT RABBI 

CHESTER G. SANDMAN 
11:XICUTIVE SECIHTARY 

TELEPHONE 
MAYFLOWER 6!566 

m4, lnllef &4alnm Qtnngregatinn 
FlnH ANO MOREWOOO AVENUES 

PITTSBURGH 13. PA. 

June 12, 1947 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

During Dr. Freehof 1s absence from the city 
I am authorized to open his mail. 

Your letter of June 11 came this afternoon 
and I am forwarding it to Dr. Freehof. No 
doubt he will write you with regard to the 
memorial for Rabbi Currick within a short 
time. 

Respectfully yours, 

ecretary to Dr. Freehof 

s 

EUGENE B, STRASSBURGER 
PR ISi DENT 

MARCUS AARON 
HONORARY PRIE810INT 

S. LEO RUSLANDER 
VICE PRIESIOENT 

M. L. AARON 
VICE PRIESIOl:NT 

JOSEPH S. ROSENBAUM 
Sl:CRIETARY 

LEO LEHMAN 
TREASURER 

• 
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A■■A HILL•L ■ILV.11, President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ABRAHAM J. l"KLDMAN, Vice-President 
Hartford, Conn. 

HARRY •. MARGOLI■, Treuurer 
St. Paul, .Minn. 

l ■AAC E. MARCU■ON, Admlnlatratlve Secretary 
Macon, GL 

SIDN•Y L. R•GN.11, nnanclal Secretar7 
Readlns, PL 

----
:;;_, 

~~~ 
{:Jo,..,_,_, : e 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OP'P'ICI: OP' VICI: PRE■IDl:NT 

701 P'ARMINGTON AVI:. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 

~ 

• 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

JOH .. H L. BARON, Milwaukee, Wla. 
HERBERT I. BLOOM, Klnsaton, N. Y. 
DANIEL L. DAVI■, Lancuter, Pa. 
LOUI■ I. EGll:L■ON, Cincinnati, 0. 
■OLOMON B. FR•EHO,..,.., Pittsbursb, PL 
ABRAM M. GRANl■ON, New York, N. Y. 
Ro■•1tT I. KAHN, Houaton, Texu 
•• F•LIX MENDELSOHN, Cbicaeo, Ill. 
Lavi A. OLAN, Worceater, Mau. 
WENDELL A. PHILLI ... , El Puo, Texu 
DAVID POLl■H, Waterbury, Conn. 
JO■HUA TIIACHTl:N■IUIG, Euton, PL 
DAVID H. WICE, Newark, N. J. 
BERNARD ZEIGER, Roanoke, VL 

~, 

• 





,/ CLASS OF SfRVICE DfSIRED ~ 

WESTERN"·' 
CHECK DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY $ 
DAY URGENT 

LETTER RATE ACCOU NTING INFORMATIO N 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

UNI ON NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTER LETTER 

Patrons ahould check clau of Rl'Vlte 
desired , otherwiie the meuage tnll bo 

lransm1ttt'd as a lt!l,gram or A . N . W I LLIAM S 
ordinary cable,tram. PRC".SIDENT 

Send the following telegram, 3ubject to the term3 on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

rr DR. A. J. FELDMAN, Vice-President IO, ______________________________ _ 

Care of or Apt. No. Central Conference of Am.-ican Rabbis - ~ 

Street and No. _ ____ _..M~t ........ ..._.R..,...o..,.y,_.a_J~liotel,_Jlontreal, _ Quebec 

s 

TIM E FILED 

f 

6-25-47 _________ /9_ 

Place, ________________________________________ _ 

MY TRAIN WILL ARRIVE LATE TUF.SDAY ■ORNING. PLEASE CONDUCT MEETING OF 

EXECUTIVE UNTIL I R.RRIVE. KINDEST REGARDS 

Sender's name and address Sender's telephone 
(For reference only) number 



June , l 47 

Dr. • eldme.n 
7 1 oton 

rtt rd, Co • 

Der Dr. • • 

t 
Dr. il ·e1 r 

enclo d taler • 

t 1 

ted ... OU 

I re.u in 

er .,, c rel 

c;;Cr tr Dr. ilver 
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