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0 ctober ?.9, 1946 

R<i.hbi Abb.i Hillel Sil er 
The Temple 
E. 105th Ansel Rd . 
Clevel.md 6, Ohio 

Dear Abb.i I!illel: 

I enclose herein a letter from the NationPl 
Religion and Labor Foundation askin tl at we snonsor 

a Southern R~ligion and Labo Conferenc~ in A tl-mta 
on January 7-8 . 

believe that our comrtlssion slould join in 
sponsoring this conference and • r v , ~.gree, I ~½ 11 
write to th ,m accord.ingly . V-;h:i le there is a Confer"'n e 
ru.lin0 that we n~~d permission to sponsor such meetings, 
in vie of the fact th.t we have sronsor~d then in 
other years and that the principles of t, _,. Nation~l 
Relgion and 1abor ~oundation are in a cord ith frequent 

~ r.unciations by cur Confer~nce, I believe that we 
would 1-Q ve a ri~ t s on r this . 

Do 1 u ~~ h~ar your opinion on this . Ple~se 
return th~ letter w en yo,1 h-ve rea it. 

••i th 11 good wishes, I rer,iain 

fmipsje 

Sinc~rely yours, 

~ 
Ferdinand M• lsserman 

'And the work of JUSTICE shall be PEACE." I aiah 32-17 
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Rabbi Ferdinand M. Isserman 
5017 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 8, Missouri 

Dear Rabbi Isserman: 

October 26, 1946 

Our Foundation is setting up a southwide program in sup­
port of labor's campaign. We have raised a fund of 7500.00 
for this purpose. t culm.1na.tive point to the first three 
month's work will be a Southern Religion and labor Conference 
in Atlanta , January 7-8. We would very much like to have a 
great number of religious bodies join with us in sponsoring 
the meeting as they have done on previous occasions. 

I invite the Commission on Justice and Peace of the 
Central Conference of f.merican Rabbis to be one of the spon­
sors. There will be no financial commitment involved. How­
ever, at the appropriate time, if you are agree ble, we might 
send personal invitations to the members of the Central Con­
ference to make contributions. We have worked together so 
often during the last decade that I feel sure there will be 
few formalities in securing the co-sponsorship of the Comnis­
sion. 

Do you have an extra copy of your membership 11st that 
you can spare me? I am especially eager to send personal in­
vitations to all the rabbis in the south. '1th best wishes 
and thanking you for n reply, I am 

WO:jm 

Sincerely yours, 

Willard Uphaus 
Executive Secretary 



from 
National 
RELIGION and LABOR FOUNDATION 

9 106 CARMEL STREET 6-1327 NEW HAVEN 11, CONN. 

October 3, 1946 

To Our Members and Friends in the South: 

We have good new-s for you. The Religion and Labor Foundation now has a fund 
that will permit our opening an office in Atlanta and setting up a Southern 
Religion and Labor Conference. This fund will be ample for printing, secretarial 
help, travel expense for a number of state representatives who will volunteer to 
meet with local groups, and city and state meetings looking toward the big con­
ference. It will be the task of u sponsoring committee made up almost entirely 
of our Southern leaders to frame the Call to the conference and arrange the 
program. So far Atlanta is recommended ns the place, and January 7-8 as the time. 

Now that lnbor•s southern organizing drive is picking up momentum the 
church has an unprecedented opportunity to implement its long-standing social 
teachings by interpreting and supporting the drive. This fellowship of understand­
ing and action on the part of the church and labor is filled with promise for a 
better life on this earth. One of the most hopeful nspccts of the present trans­
formation taking place is the degree to which labor organizers themselves arc 
imbued with the religious ideal. 

You will soon be hearing more about developments from our Atlanta address. 
We very much want to have your full cooperation in shnping the kind of program 
that the South and our country needs to bring justice and peace. Will you please 
fill in the form attached below and send it in nt once? -- - - -- ---- --- --------

Sincerely yours, 

Willard Upho.us 
Executive Secretary. 

Dntc 

( ) You may list me as one of the sponsors of the Southern Religion and Labor 
Conference. 

( ) I will be a member of a local committee to set up a Religion-Labor meeting 
to discuss issues and work up a delegntion to the conference. 

{ ) I shall be glad to fill a few speaking engagements in v~rious communities 
in rey state (Travel expense allowed). 

COMMENT AND QUESTIONS: 
Name -----------------
Address ---------------



r. Samuel Josolo tz 
Director, Personnel Departmeri t 
National Jewish Weltare Board 
145 Ea t 5~d Stre t 
Ne York 161 • I. 

dear • Josolowi tza 

I 

I have reterred the tter ot Rabbi Ootth.U to Babbi 
!Ail • Leipzi er, who i Chairman or the Committee on 
Etbioa ot th Central Conf'erenc of American Rabbis. I 
am IUr8 that he wUl tollo up the matter d will be 
in touch with you. 

1th all ood ah s, I rana1n 

llost cordia.Uy your , 

AHSaGR 



J CLASS Of SERVICE DESIRED '-. 

WESTERN"·' 
CHECK 

DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY $ 
DAY URGENT 

LETTER RATE A CCOU N T I NG I NFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED UNI ON s 
NIGHT NIGHT 

LffiER LffiER 

Patrons ahould check clasa or aerv1ce T IME FILED 

de.aired , otherwise the mC&Ma:e will be f 
transmi tted as a tt-le~am or A . N . WILLIAM S 

ordinary cablegram. PRES I DENT 

Send the following telegram, &ubject to the term5 on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

-r Ban uet l 0~ _ ______ ....;......; _____ ________________ _ 
_ __ u_a-¥--..J~l-,--...19-4-7----/9_ 

Care of or Apt. No. Isaiah Israel ---- --- - - --

Street and No·-----+Plf:!8.Hlm'-lftile..,.r--t-fft-tottus~ei.- ---------

Place ____ li_hi_._c_a...;:g:;....o ..... , ____ I_l_l_. ________________________ _ 

THE COAR EXTENDS TO THE RABBI OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF TF.MPLE ISAIAH 
. 

ISRAEL HEARTIEST FELICITATIONS ON THE OCCASIOltl OF THE CELEBRATION OF 

ITS 95TH ANNIVERSARY. MAY YOU GATHER AN EVEN LARGER HARVEST OF 

ACHIEVEMENT AND SERVICE IN THE Y~RS TO COME. 

_____________________ A_BB_A_ H_I=L~I=.E~ SILVER, President 

Sender's name and address Sender's telephone 
(For reference only) number 



Informal 

THE Ol~FICEI S A D DI ~ECTORS 
of 

TEMPLE ISAIAH ISRAEL 
Cl,icago, Illinois 

cordially invite you to 

A DINNER AND DA GE 

in celcb1·ation of its 

NI ETY -PIPTII ANNIVERSARY 
to be belJ in tbe 

GRAND BALLROOM 

PALMER HOUSE 

ninefrt>n launJreJ forfy-seven 

I 

Progrnrn 



Temple Isaiah Israel 
THE U ITED CO GREGATIO S B' AI HOLOM, 

ISRAEL AND ISAIAH 

NINETY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

1852 1947 

SERVICE OF REDEDICATION 

Friday Evening, May 9, at 8:15 o'clock 

TRIBUTE TO RALPH M. GERBER 
Marking the Close of Forty Years of Service a Choirmaster 

Gue t Preacher 
DR. SoLoMo GoLDMA 

Rabbi, Anshe Emet Synagogue, Chicago 

Musical Program by the Joint Choirs of Kehilatn Anshe Mayriv 
Congregation and Temple Isaiah Israel under the direction 

of Max Jan ow ski 

NINETY-FIFTH A NIVERSARY COMMUNITY SERVICE 
aturday Morning, May 10, at 10:15 o'clock 

Gue t Preacher 
MRs. Loms RosETT 

President, National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 

The Sisterhoods of the Community will be Honored Guests at this Service 
in Recognition of the Contribution of J ewis'.1 Womanhood 

to the Synagogue 

I AIAH I RAEL SCHOOL CELEBRATIO 
unday Morning, May 11, at 10:15 o'clock 

" I ETY and FIVE" 
A Dramatization of Our History 

Directed by Miss Ruth Shames 
Mu ical Program directed by Robert Spiro 



NINETY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER MEETING AND DANCE 

unday Evening, May 11, at 6:00 o'clock 

PALMER HOU E 

THEME: "FOR TOBLER ACHIEVEME. TS" 

(Suggested by President Truman's Greeting to the Congregation) 

ational Anthem 

Honoring 
Who 

EvA GoRDO HoRADESKY 

Invocation 

RABBI ALFRED L. FRIEDMA 

Pre iding 

HERBERT J. BUCHSBAUM 

President, Temple Isaiah Israel 

Dedication of Plaque 

the Men and Women of the Con(Tregation 
erved Their Country in World War II 

DR. MORTON M. BERMAN 

Greetina 

DR. SAMUEL M. BLUME FIELD 
President, Chicago Rabbinical Association 

DR. MAURICE . EI E DRATH 
President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Address 

DR. STEPHEN s. WISE 

Senior Rabbi, Free Synagogue, New York 
President, Jewish Institute of Religion 

Benediction 

Herbie Mintz and His Orchestra No Solicitation of Fund 
General Chairman, 95th AMiversary Celebration 

DANIEL L. FRIEDMA 



June 25 , 1947 

REFORT OF con ISSIOH OIJ JUSTICE. Alm PtACE 

To t, e Central Conference of American Rabbis : 

C olloacue s : 

'l'ltt,; slcond post -vrar ycr.r h2.s witnessed a continuins dctcrior~-cion in hurrcn re L.tionships . On the industrial front tho forces of rc ['..ct ion arc dctarn~incd to destroy the gains of labor throush repr essive legislation . The bri~ht hope~ for an improvcncnt in race rcl...,tions have suffered r bitteir defeat in now re ports of lync hin0 s as well as in the unholy spectacle of self- confessed murderers bcin fret.d in a court of l aw instead of receiving the punishment which they so justly merited • On the intcrnationc. l scene , power politics continues to hold sway and the pcaco of the world remains far from secure , with millions of men under arms nnd th0 at omic b o,b ar ever - present threat . 

The word "Commun:.Lst" is used as an epithet to destroy tho ropututions of li ­beral - minded men and women in the same manner that the term 11 .h.t heis t" was hurlod at champions of ordinary justice and decency in Jefferson's day . Conscientious liberals are becominG increo.sinr; ly reluctant to be identified with movements which nee:k only to further the cause of sir. ple justice in hurr.an relationships out of the fear tha.t they may be branded "Communist" or 11 Red 11 • 

This unhappy condition in human affairs should not frighten us . On tho con­trary ; it should challenr;e us vtho consider ourselves the spiritual descendents of Israel ' s prophets to be more determined than ever to uphold those principles by which alone men may live and not die . In fact ., it should not have bocn difficult to have foretold the trend of events . Periods of reaction alv1ayn follcm periods of violence . We are merely paying the prico for havin6 committed the sin of war . 

7o declare , on the other hand , that America would have been spared her pre'"ent trials if she had not tak n up arms v✓ hen she was attacked is to bo guilty of self­deception . For surely wo must ar;ree that the world would have been in an infinite ­lj' more frightful condition ii' the forces of Naziism and Fascism had b en victori ­ous . This does not detract frori1 the fact that war rer;1ains a most grievous ovil and that those who take part in it - whether victorious or defeated - must pay a heavy toll in blood , suffering , maladjustr.1ent and the destruction not only of prGcious lives , but of precious values . 

Your Commission , in view of the exceedingly difficult and complicated problems in the n:idst of which we live , fa.cod an even more r.;igantic task t han did its prede ­cessors in attompting to do a job without the assistance of a professional secretary. Follcr;1int_; the instructions of the Lxocutive Board , a sub - committee of the C ommis -ion met with representative8 of the Union of American Hebrew Con
0
re ,ations for the purpose of ir.1plem ntinc the actions of both tho Conference and th Union cnllinc for the creation of a Joint Cor.rrnission wr.ich would establish u permanent of' fi ca . It v1as decided to recommend that a Joint Commission on Justice and Poace of eiLhteen members , nine each from the Conference and the Union , be create d . At a. mcctin6 of your Commission in Chicaco last April , it was voted that a bud~et of no less than ~1 16 , 000., one half to be provided J ,' the Conference and the oth€r half by tho Union , be r ec ommended for the first year ' s activities of such a project . As this report is bein6 written , the Administrative .:i oard of the Union has not as yet met to con ­sider this matter . If the Union approves the recommendation of your Commission for a $16 , 000 bude;et , it is strone;l/ urgod that the Conference t;ivo its approval at thi 



session . The Joint C omrnis sion can then be created and we can go a head • Other ­
wise , we shall be obliged to me r ely " limp a l ong", satisfied to be followers in ­
stead of leaders in a time of utmost challenge and urr,ency . 

This report is divided into four parts : First , a ceneral statement of activ­
ities ; secondl· , resolutions recornrnended for adoption ; thirdly , reports of sul1-
committees on various aspects of your Commission ' s v1ork and , fourthl.1 , a state1:1ent 
presented by your Cormnission at a hearinc of State Department officials on the 
proposed charter for an International Trade Organization and another ~rowing out 
of the Institute on Judaism, Management and Labor which was held in Chicar,o on 
April 2 0- 21 . 

I . GENERAL ACTIVITIES 

'i'he Administrative Connnittee of your Commission met in Cincinnati early in 
December for the purpose of planning the yea r' s work . The first draft of a state ­
ment on race relations , prepared by Robe r t I . Kahn , was considered and approved 
after revision . The statement entitled , " Race Hatred is Blasphemy", was printed 
and distributed throughout the country . It received favorable cor.iment in the press 
and was read ove r many radio stat i ons . 1:ore than 20, 000 copies were mailed to 
Christians as well as Jewish individuals and organizations requesting them . l1~ny 
of the colleagues observed Race Relations Sabbath by invitinG I0groes to occupy 
their pulpits , a practice which , vre are happy to note , has gr own during the years . 

In view of the suspicions and antagonisms in the field of industrial relations , 
the Administrative Committee approved the chairman's SU[;[;estion to convene an 
Institute on Judaism, Management and labor . Since the Commi"'sion ' s previous insti­
tutes ., name l y those on " Judaism and a Just and Enduring Peace" and " Judaism and 
Race Relations " ·were held in Cincinnati and lJew York , respectively ., it was felt that 
Chicago micht be considered as a desirable city for the new venture . 

On Sunday and 1~onday , April 20 o.nd 21 ., your Corrnnission , in cooperation v1ith 
the Chica6 o Federation of Reform Synar;ogues , was host to he "Institute on 
Judaism, 1:anagement and Labor", The colleagues in the Chicaco area cooperated 
magnificiently , most of them devotin6 their discourses on the Friday evcnin pre - / 
ceding to a discussion of the Institute theme . To relate our purpose directly to 
the Synagogue , the Institute commenced with special Services in Temples Sholom 
and Sinai , which are accustomed to conducting worship on Sunday mornings . More 
then 1400 were in attendance at these Services , each of which was addressed by a 
representative of management ., labor and the rabbinate . 

The remaining sessions were conducted in the Boa r d of Jewish Education Build ­
ing in downtown Chicago . A total of 156 delegates , including 41 Rabbis , attended 
the round tables and plenary sessions . Amons the thirty- three industria l ists , 
labor leaders , r epresentatives of the public and rubbis on tho proe;r am wero the 
f ol l ov-ring colleagues : Norman H. Di amond , Abraham J . Feldman , G. Geor ge Fox , Eric 
Friedland , Alfred L. Fr iedman , Le on Fram, Abr am V. Goodman , Ferdinand l~ . Isse r nnn ., 
Julius ;ar k , Ely E. Pilchick, Byr on T. Rubenstein , Phineas Smaller, Samue l 
Teitelbaum and Jacob J . ·Teinstuin . Se lwyn D. Ruslander wo.s r esponsible f or the 
spl endid pub l icity which the Institute r eceived . 

In a resolution , unanimously passed ., the Institute condemned the " excesses of 
the Hartley Bill", which had already been passed by the House of Representatives , 
deplored "all legislation which would l iquidate the improved status which labor has 
enjoyed since the passage of the ·,agner Act" and expressed its belief that 

- 2 -



' 
differences botween rnanae;enent and labor unions could be peaceably resolved "with­
out the necessity of Congress attempting to club tho unions into submission" . Tho 
proceedings of the Institute have been published in mimeo raphed form and copies 
are available to all requesting them . A statement oxpressinb tho thinkin of those 
present on the important subject of management-labor relations in tho li6ht of the 
ten.chings of Judaism was adopted in principle and an editorial committee appointed 
to VIhip it into shape . The text of this statement , the original draft of which vms 
proposed by Abram V. GoodITJD.n , is appended to this report . 

Your chairman represented the Commission at the Southern Religion and labor 
Conference in Atlanta , Ga . on February 4- 5 . On February 28 ., he appeared at a 
hearing on the proposed charter for an International Trade OrGanization b~fore u 
cornr.1ittec of State Department officials meeting in New York . The statcrn nt which 
he nade in behalf of the Commission and the Conference is appended . 

Authorization was given to Herman E . Snyder to represent the Corrnnission in tho 
efforts that were being mado in Illinois to pass FEFC le 6islation . 

Your chairman appointed Sidney E . Goldstein to cooporato , in the Commission ' s 
beh::i. lf , with tho n orkers Defense League ., which had invited tho c lor6y of America 
to use its influence in persuading President Trurran to veto the omnibus labor 
lo6 is lat ion . 

II • RES0LUTIOJ;S 

'i'he Commission on Justice and Pee.ce; plo.ces before the Conf0rcncc the follow­
ing recommendations for consideration n.nd adoption : 

1 . This Conference ro •affirms its position on the follouing issues which it 
deems vital to the promotion of justice and peace : 

a . Its opposition to compulsory military traininr.; in tires of pe(lce . 

b . Its plea . to the President of the United tates to free all conscientious 
objectors still imprisonod and the restoration of full civil rights to 
them as well as to those who have already completed their sentences . 

c . Its conviction that FEFC legislation has resulted in a reatcr measure 
of justice for minorities in those States where such legislation has 
boen ado ted and its plea that all States of the Union follow suit . 

d . Its confidence in the United Nations as the most hopeful means toward the 
achievemunt of jus ico and peace in the world • 

2 . ·:;e re -affirm our c onviot ion that thu \"[a 6nor Labor ::c ti ons Act und the 
I orris La Guardia A.ct have resulted in assurin__; labor many ul.,11-mcritod ca.ins 1nd 
urge the President to voto an, loGi.,la.tion w ich mi 6ht destroy these gains . 

3 . Ve believe that issu s such as the closed shop and ir.dustry- vridc bargain­
ing should be decided not by lacislation ., but through collective barGuining bc ­
t-.10Gn rnana[:;Cmcnt and b.bor . 

4 . 
puls ory 

·.·re favor the establishment of labor - rr..o.naf;er.10nt courts , but oppose com­
rbitration oxcopt as a last resort to avoid the paralysis of our economic 

- 3 -
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life • 

5 . o call upon labor unions to clo~n house , by removin proven Cor.imunists 
from positions of influence and p~ver , by avoiding jurisdictional strikos, by r -
frainitig from slow- down policies ond by admitting to memborship all quali f i od 
parsons without reference to race or creed . 

6 . ·:fo renew our demand upon Concress to pass legislation which v1ill rr.ukc 
lynching a federal offonse , 

7 . ·v ie urge the President and the State Department to strengthen the founda ­
tions of tho United Nations and avoid any action which mic ht be interpreted as by­
passing or ignoring it . 

8 . ·:re recognizG the inherent differences in philosop y an o. practice bctwoon 
th0 govornmonts of the Soviet Union and the United States . ·.ic nonothelcss bc. liovo 
that it is quite possible for both systems to exist sido by side pE.accfully • .. ro , 
therefore , deplore the efforts of those who appear to be intent upon stirring up 
strife between the two countries . '"fe heartily endorse the policy established by 
former Secretary of State Byrnes , who urged that we deal with Russia "patiently 
but firmly . " . 

9 . 'Te applaud the action of Congress in refusing; to be influenced by a spite­
ful campaign of malice , hatred and villification and endorsing the nomination of 
Er . De.vid :c . Lilionthal as chairman of the Atomic Commission and :tr . Gordon Clapp 
as chairman of T. v .A. 

10 . We view with alarm the general incrcaso in prices which followed the 
termination of 0 . P .A, and has already brou&ht much sufforinG and hardship into 
millions of American homes . If the President ' s plea for a reduction in prices is 
not h6eded or the general level of wages not materially increased , vrn f avor tho 
reconstitution of price controls alone the lines of the 0. P .A• 

11 . rfo stron6ly urge th6 Concress of the United Stutes to pass lc.gislation 
extendinr; rent control to romn.in in effect until such tirr.o as the present housinc,; 
crisis is over . To this end , we extend full cooperation to the lationu l Fair RE..nt 
Committee , of which tho Hon . F • H. 1.aGuardia is chairman . 

12 . We strongly urge the pas sa6e by C on€_;ress of the "Emori:; oncy Temporary 
Displaced Persons Admission Act", n. R. 2910 , also known as the Stratton Bill ., 
which provides for tho irrJini,:_;ration into the United States of 400 , 000 displaced 
persons of a 11 faiths over the next four years period . 

13 . We hail with pride the dignified restrained and sto.tcsrranlikc pres enta ­
tion made by the president of our Conference , Abba rillel Silver , before the 
Political and Security mcotin6 of tl e United ;o.tions on the Palestine question. 
Ve call upon Groat Britain , even vrhile tho Committoe of Inquiry is at work , to 
grant permission for 100, 000 displaced Jews to enter Palestine irrmodiatoly and to 
withdraw the illegal and iniquitous 1'/hitc Fa.per of 1939 . 



' 
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I II . REPORTS OF SUB-C Cl\'. \:ITT S 

(A) Civil Libortics 

Abram V. Goodman , Cho. irrnan 

The United St8.tes durinc Viorld "'far II wus fortunately spared the wholosn.le 
betrayal of civil liberties nhich marked the course of the First ·;rorld ·irur . ·;ic 
are today vritnessinG , howovor , tho sc,me contempt for olcncntal civil richts and 
the samo hysteria which characterized tho anti - Rod Cruso.dos of A• t:itchell .Fb.lm r 
after the Armistice . It is a situation to cuuso concorn . 

row , if evor , as we faco tho complexities of tho transition to a new order in 
the affairs of men , re must hn.vo complete opportunity to ovaluato policies and 
institutions . Yet the r e i.s a strong tendency to shut off every opinion that con ­
flicts with tho programs of those in powor. . When the President proposes a complete 
reversal in the field of our foreign relations and 1,r . Hanry ·1fo.llaco , on6 of our 
rospocted national loaders who has servod as vice - president of the United States , 
voices his disapproval , every effort is ma.do to supprEiss him . Tho danccrous 
argument has boon advanced that since 1:r . Wallace docs not represent the majority 
viewpoint , he should bo denied a public hearin6 • If only the majority should be 
list ned to on any question , minority scntincnts in every sphcr~ --politics ., 
sociology and re ligion--w ould be s ilcnced . We utter the solomn warning that once 
we muzzle our unfavorable critics , we begin the march dovm the tra ic road of 
rogimc'ntation and totalitarianism. 

Our gov6rnmcnt , liko that of every other nation , hn.s the ri e;ht to demand tho 
loyalty of those v1ho servo it . President Truman was justified in issuing his 
ex0cutivo order for an invcsti6ation into the loyalty of fadoral employees . ·::e 
rccoGnizo this step as a contribution to national security , but as formulated it 
also is u. throat to the wcll - bcin6 of hundreds of thousands of patriotic rr.Gn n.nd 
woncn on the, covarnment payrolls • 

The atmosphere of surveillance and suspic:i.on v1ill croato a dcnorulizinc sense 
of insecurity in the hearts of liberal minded employees v1ho fear thnt the price of 
Hcv1 Deal opinions may be dismissal . Furthermore , if tho administration of tho 
Prosidont ' s order is left to fanaticul and stupid officiuls , they vrill begin a 
witch hunt against those vrhoso bolicfs differ from their own . 

~c propose tho followinc modifications in tho order to presorve tho full 
civil rights of tho employees : (1 ) OrGanizations and individuals charr;od v1ith 
disloyalty should bo given a fair opportunity to prosont thoir sido of the case 
rather than bGine; me.do victims of Star chambE:r proceGdings . (2) The names of 
blacklisted organiz tions should be pu'blis ed so that employees should not 
affiliate without knowledge of their true significance . (3) The task of assuring 
tho loyalty of tho govornmunt service should be delegat d only to m0n v1ho are out ­
standing for character , fairness , and decency . 

Tho problom of tho existence of the communist party as a legally recognized 
movement in tho United Statos dopends on the answer to the question : Docs its 
continuance menace national security? ·1e ontcr no defense for the Bolsl ovik 
strategy in this country , and wo recognize the gove r nment has a right to deal 
forcofully whore its lifo is menaced , whcth0r in poacc or in war . Franco and 
England aro two domocracios with stron6 cr Communist movements than ours , and yet 
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they have not found it necessary to ban them , re believe thut our national 1el­
fo.r0 would not be served by outlawing Communism . The party ,·rould function under ­
cround and out of its retreat in the catacombs would emerge a. company of Im.rty:rs . 

·re favor an amnesty for all men imprisoned during the ·;rar for the violation 
of the Selective Service Act for conscience' sake , Some of these men were not 
desif;nated conscientious objectors by their dro.ft boards ; yet on the basis of 
evidence submitted , they should have been . The majority of these men have already 
been released from prison , but unless the President grants this amnesty , all will 
continue to be deprived of their civil rights and will be prevented by the laws 
of ~nny states from voting , holding office , qualifying for civil service , or even 
practicini; medicine , dentistry , or law. 

******* 

(B) Management - Labor Relations 

Horman H. Diamond, Chairman 

Some 15,000,000 Americans , representing approximately 60, 000 , 000 consumers , 
are today members of rec o6nized labor organizu t ions. Since the pas sage of the 
Norris - laGuardio. Anti - Injunction Act and the 7lacner Labor Relations Jct , Labor 
has mcde huge strides which have benefited the nation as u whole . notwithstanding 
the many accusations directed D.GRinst labor , its contributions to the vrar effort 
surpassed even the most optimistic predict ions. 

l\~any fair - minded employers huve cooperated with Labor , nnd vice ver"'o. . 

There is little question , hrn:rnver , that both lx,nacement o.nd ln'.:ior lave een 
guilty of excesses and luck of self - discipline . Both must be curbed without 
strikinG at basic freedoms and richts - u g igantic task in our complicated , high­
ly-developed economic system. But in no case dare we overlook huT"'.nn ri;hts o.nd 
profit motives , thus returning to laissez - faire days of exploitation , competition 
on the labor market und similar evils . 

The present mood of Con r; ress to restrict labor to such n de 6roe th t its 
voice is stifled must be halted . Somewhere between the excessive demands of 
Labor and the restrictive measures of I•r.a nagement there must be a mean satisfactory 
to both , if they approach the problem calmly and objectively , with a sincere re ­
solve to untangle the snarl to the advantage of both . 

It was in order to attain this end , on the basis of justice to all concerned , 
that this Commission convened the Institute on Judaism, ,To.no.t.,ement nnd Labor in 
Chicago last April. Our convictions as to how this purpose can best be served are 
included amonc tho resolutions in this report. 
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(C) Race Re lat ions 

Julian B. Feibelman , Chairman 

The relations between the races of the ·'forld , and in the United States , con­
tinues to be one of the agonizing perplexities that indicts a vaunted Christian 
civilization, and a nation founded on democratic principles. Cn the one hand 
there is the threat to vitiate a system which calls itself free , and on the other 
hand forbids the implementation of universal claims made by war time leaders to 
rescue the principles of liberty und justice for all men everywhe re. The world 
scene is delicately enough poised, with inter-racial strife in India, As ia, a nd 
Europe . In other precipituous spots , such as Palestine, the ear East , and the 
Ba lkans, the situation bids fair to negate the vast claims of both Democrac, and 
Comrnunism. } .. merica ' s interest in elections in Europe and Latin America , as vtell 
as its maneuvering for position in Greece and Turkey , elicited an unansvrnrable 
invitation from a Polish spokesman to give first attention to the 111:ississippi 
primaries and the Bilbo debacle ." The Conference in Paris failed , as did the 
meetinf; in IIoscov1 . Peace has not been concluded, and an increased uneasiness and 
insecurity infest all small nations. i:inority peoples evorY\vhere riso up to 
chn.llen6e the entire structure nnd purpose for which the Allies fought • 

Racial identification is not the cause of these manifold difficulties on the 
world and national scene , but the nefa rious instrument by Which deliberate ten ­
sions are heightened , and inspired strife fomented . Tha.t they are sustained by 
definite interests, be they political, social or economic ., is proof positive that 
the seed of strife , sowed in nar and antagonism., have neither been uprooted nor 
sufficiently conder:med by individual or nation. Alt hough it wn.s possible in 
America for people to merge their differences in the overall promotion of the \V'dr 
and forget their muny wounds in the hope that the body would be healed by the 
offer of their all , it becomes another hope unvindicated. 

The most hopeful note in the promise of peace and security has been the pro­
posal by lfrs . Roosevelt , before the Unitod rations Or[;an ization, that an inter­
national Bi ll of Rights guo.ranteo " ec onomic , social , and cultural well - being" to 
all peoples . 

The barometer of race relat ions in Anerica has been fluctuating between the 
heat- burdened , and febrile outbursts of irrational hatred , and the cooler and calm­
er reckonings of a better and more progr0ssiv0 social order. On the whole , the 
scene has brighter and t ruer substance than in former years , and may even be said 
to outsh ine the dimme r shado 1s of perverse retrocression or static usualness • 

The dark side reveals the 79th Congress • failure to pass any measure rec­
ommended by the President for human reconversion, Full Emplo 1ment and Housing 
were left unresolved: FEFC I national health insurance# unemployr.1ent benefits , 
minimum wage , anti-poll tax, nnd anti-lynchinb clicitod neither action oor sympathy. 

!\~ass lynchings, tho ugliest of bitter strife, and riotinG were evident in 
sev0ra 1 states; the elect ion of Bilbo and Talmadge ; appeals to intolerance and 
preachments of white -supre:rnacy , n.11 spranr; as the pseudo promisos of hatred and 
salvation to all too eager listonors. The FBI failed to upprohend or arrest 
many whose protection was safecuarded by fellow citizens o.nd like-dyed courts, 
as in the recent Greenville, S,C. trial. Terrorism still spreads its ominous head 
clothed in the white sheets of the KKK. Georeia's House of Representatives passed 
by 133 to 62 the Democratic "Hhite Primary Bill"• 

.. 7 -



\ 

Hcgroes who f0U[;ht for freedom naturally desired a 6reator portion of it . 
-,'"hitos ., wt o accepted their sac r ifice , were l oo.th to change the pnttcrn of dis ­
crimination und seized the oppor tunity to stifle or prevent better relations , and 
at tine s resorted to unspeakable brutalities . 

Dr . n o-.vard E . ·:r:i.lson disclosed in a study that , while text books , Hith fow 
exceptions , we re free of intentiona l bias , the prejudice and unconscious or crre ­
les s judf_;mcnts of teachers perpetuate antagonisms . Tl e school could be n. r i ;-;Lty 
fo.ctor in ero.dicatin6 the stereotypes which generalize prejudice into fixed 
patte rns . 

Discrimination in jobs , deprivation of opportunity. disfranchism:iont in 
politics , and disinclination to remove barriers , o.nd inaugurate privilecer.; comr.1on 
f or all ., appeal to too many misco.lled democro.. ts . 

Yet , there is a bric;hter side , vrhich vindicutes our faith in progr ess this 
past year ., and sustains our hope by definite strides tovrurds a rir;ht ly directed 
goal • 

Lore Negroes voted in Ge orgia and 1iississippi than at any time i n the history 
of this country . E ore than 650 ., 000 voted through out the South . Pres id ent Truman 
£1.ppointed a Commission on Civi l Rishts composed , of white c..nd Negro membe rs . 
Supreme Court rulings on i ntcrstP .. te bus transportat ion confused the so1~rocation 
enactments of Southern States ., and lesse ned the attempts at enforcement of st tic 
laws • 

Hop ful s i r;ns appear a.go. ins t mob violence in the gr ov1int: detorni nv.t ion on 
the part of the Feder8.l Gove rnment , as rro ll us citi zens and [; roups i n thei r r -
spective communities , to brint; to trial pe rpet r at ors of crimes . 

Ei::_;ht Southern Statos pr ovided f or Ifo 6roe s 21 . 6% of tho novr }Tutiona l Eous ing 
units pL .. nned under Vete r an S17'.c r cenc.r IIousint;. -~'•;est Viq;inia broke trn.di ion by 
taking Ne 6ro troops into the iin.tionc..l Guard . Flor ida. ub olisned by Supreme. Court 
action rr,ciul ser,rc_;rtion ::i~r :::.oning . Tl o nichmond , Fre dericks our~ und Potor.{l.C 
Railroad discontinued r a c i£, l segroc;at ion on intc rs to.tG tr. vol . Fair bur , Gear ia , 
enacted an ordinc.ncc forb iddit g asscrr..bly for tho purpose of violatin6 tho civil 
ri6hts of any person . 

Substu.ntia l 130.ins v1e r c made in the cnp loyment of 1Je 6roes , as sales ar:d 
clerica l wor.cers in dcpartnent stores , tho Let ropolitan Li fe I1suranco Company , 
and othor industries in Nevi York , Bos~on , Cambridge und ::ilv1a.ukoe . ... Jc 6r o 
scholars on the f cu l ties of ri1ajor universities and collego s rose fro 1 5 t o 2 . 
Dr . I r a .. cid, of Atlanta , becar1c tho first IJecro to be c8.llad to a ful l - tir:1.e pro­
fessors 1ip ut Heu York University . i;cw "Iork no.med a N cro head of it s Civil 
Se rvice Cor:ini.ssion ., and California an othe r the hcc,d of its Rtrole Boa rd .. Tho ''."a. r 
Dopc.rtment confirmed the report that 12 lJcgro scienti3ts woro a1:1onG the r c"ponsib le 
group for tho croat ion of the At oriic Bomb . 

The y .w . c .A., Nutional Council , redorul Council of Churches , o.nd the national 
Catholic -{io lfa re Conference , with the c . c .A•R•, committed themse l ves to a 
doc l a ration of human riGhts , equality o.nd just ice for u l l people . Th re i s no 
sa insayinc the fuct that the church und the synagog nro fuilin to sat un example 
by openin .;:; their doors to a ll , r cgu rd l oss of r u es , und fo r ming their choirs upon 
the basis of musianship . 
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1.:ore than thirty labor or6anizations outlavrnd bn.ns acainst l ecrocs . A !EJGro 
was olected as the international representative of the c . I . O., and another as the 
liuson representative of the Louisiana State Federation of Labor , a position 
comparable to that of vice - president at large . Four negrocs were sm:tted wit! the 
64th General Assembly at Yissouri . The President appointed a Net:;ro to the United 
States District Court in IJew York , and JudGe William Hastie as the fir::,t 1Je,gro 
6 overnor of the Virgin Islands • A native Puerto Rican, for the first time , was 
appointed governor of his countrJ"• 

An interracial school for industrial workers in tho South , the Hi ghlunder 
folk School at l\iontea 6le , Tennessee , concluded its fifth year of successful 
operation without discrimination or segrec:;ation in any form . Suits a.re nov1 pend ­
ing against two State Universities , Texas and Louisiana , to admit Nero students . 
University students assisted the Negro youth , Herman SWeatt , in Texas . Louisiana 
State University students voted two to one to invite students from Xavier , 
Negro-Catholic , University in New Orleans , to attend a student ' s Conference . A 
r, egro youth was elected to tho office of vice - pres idont of this C onferonce . In ­
terracial Youth groups increased in number throughout the country . Interracial 
groups of ministers met in New Orleans and in Baton RoucE: , and IJGgro and white 
Baptists met in Savannah , Georgia , for the first time . The Press is reporting 
minority news with loss coloring . Negroes were admitted as correspondents to the 
Congressional Press Gallery , for the first time . Jackie Robinson is the first 
Degro admitted to a big leagues buse ball club in more than half u century . ~rs . 
Clo.rissn. Clement ., of Louisville , was named the American Pother in 1946 , by tho 
Golden Rule Society . 

The Necro press reveals a growine; intGrest , and fells that it has a definite 
stake , in tho vrnlfare of the Jewish minority , and in oppressed peoples every.·1hero . 
Injustices and oppressive pctterns ugn.inst one r;roup oxtond their communicab le 
poisonous and infectious tentacles to other minor roups . 

The problem of alterinc social cttitudes und reducinc prejudices on tho one 
hand ., and of encoura.cin.., vrholcsomo relations onto other ~ still appears to be 
critice-1 . Among these evils ., fostered by psychotic frustration ., oconomic (ind 
social disadvantace ., as well o.s emotional shortsie;htedness , are housing v:ith its 
attendant overcrowded conditions , half-met expense , family disorganization , poor 
health and growin[. delinquency . All portend a miserable neglect of constituted 
segraents of our society , whose position in a democracy needs no justification . 
Self- interests and the assumed pretense of self-appointed protection of the larger 
commonwealth , raise their ugly hoads in vicious conviction that the country must 
rennin in encrusted patterns which have too lont; abused and denied American democ ­
racy . The solution for these out - moded problems is the integrity of a workable 
democracy for all peoples in the United States . It is not yet promising enough 
to allow even the least spiritually minded person to relax his vision or compromise 
his effort for evon a moment . 

(D) The HousinG Problem 

Eric Friedland , Chairman 

The most persistent domestic pr oblem in .Ar.ierica continues to be Housing . 
3 fore Pearl Hnrbor , Franklin Delano Roosevelt declared that one - third of our 
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nation was bo.dly housed . Since YJorld Vlar II , the housinc problem hn.s incroasin ~ly 
worsened . Hundreds of thousands of v0tera.ns and war workers, returning to their 
home towns ., hn.ve been unable to find adequate , sound , and decent dwellings for 
themselves and their families . There is an unprecedented overcrowding in large 
cities and small. 11•:illions of people are compressed into slum arons and new slums 
ure being created as a result of the housing bottleneck , 

Ironically , we emerged from the war with the greatest productiv0 capacity 
in r:ian ' s history . • iith labor and material at a premium , America turnod out planss , 
ships , arms and clothing beyond our expectations . One und one - half million houses 
vrnre ma.de available and plans called for an additional million . Despite the fn.ct 
tb~t a housing shortage threatened , when hostilities 0nded , the housing program 
v1as virtually scrapped . V(ith countless factories and ·workers ready for civilian 
production , money abundant , only three hundred and fifty thousand (350,000) 
dvre llings, both temporary and permanent , were built during tho year foll c,. ing tho 
war . 

The war r.in.y have been responsible for somE:. temporary shortn.6 os . Fowever , the 
housinc crisis was evident in the nineteen- thirties . Two- thirds of our fa rm 
families were known to be inadequately sheltered; two- fifths of non - fnrm families 
resided in sub - sto..ndn.rd homes in 1940. There ho.d been no private hous in6 plannint; 
in years for families in tho lou-income bracket . Some would have us believe the 
housin 6 shortage is an emerc;enc situa.tion und the agitation for new homes and 
l arge - sen.le planning will subsido when tho fanfare involving veterans , subsides , 
This attitude meant the scrcqpine; of our housing procn .. m and the scuttling of the 
war housing agenciGs . ut the crisis will be with us until the deeper causes 
of the problem arc understood and a farsighted , lonG-r~ngo program is undertaken 
to solve it . 

There is a pressin6 , immediate need for four million homes for vetercns and a 
minimum of twelve million homGs within tho next deco.do . ;3etwecn 1 

. • 'orld Har I and 
Uorld ·1fa r II , the building industry could build only five hundrod thous nd 
( 500 , 000 ) homes annually . NonG of these homes was within the roach of low income 
facilities . Hone will be within the means of tho snrre group in our current build­
in6 program. Eigh costs in buildinG make homes available only to the we ll-to-do. 
The "filtering-down" process docs not w,ke bor.1Gs available to the poor . The 
building industry is geared to serve only the top third of the nation . 

This deterioration in building adequately is responsible for the extension 
of slums which jeopardizes the hoalth of our people . It Jil.akos delin1uonts of 
millions , disturbs the integrity of f~mily lifo, und0rminos the financial structure 
of cities , breeds discontent nnd disaffection and becomes a source of tension nnd 
strife . These facts ~re knovm; .,:ot litt l0 is boing done • 

This , despite fiftoon billion dollars poured into housin6 by the sovo rnmont 
since 1933 and the prospect of ndditionc.l millions in ca.sh und credit in the 
future . The problem v1ill continue obstinately., indifferent to private effort or 
public aid , until we reco6 nize the inability of private inclw:;try to meet the neods 
o.nd thnt the federal Government must evolve an effective prouram to that end . 

The ieakness of fcdGr .. l efforts in the past was duo to tho fact that the 
government ' s purpos • v10.s to reactivate homo building rathor thL.n to r oform it . 
Tho Home Loan fin.nk system and tho FHA were comrncindablo offorts to croute some 
mortgage res ilioncy, but the over-a 11 problem ron inod uns olvod ; the hous in er i:d !"' 
unallevio.tod . No housing policy has boon evolved to roorganize the building 
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industry and to correct c.busos . Indeed •Hith rocovGr, in 1937 , some housinc 
accncics vcre jettisoned oven as they wero a fow yenrs lntor , when the war end d . 

1 10 need to recognize the close relationship between private nnd public build­
i G• Er ·ctin6 u community is u joint venture of private and public cndcQvor . 
The latter has immonso investments in streets , parks ., schools and public utilities . 
SustaininG these is u continuous public concern. Any deterioration forces tho 
expenditure of hu6E: sums for nnintanance . 

The government •s inhcrcmt obligation to plan in an urea distincuiGhcd by con­
fusion anc bottlenecks is obvious . Such pro6re:.rnmin6 would not involve profit to 
the speculator and risk to the 6 ovornmcnt. Its aim should bo to attnin o.dequ to 
hor.10s in pln.nncd areas and to accomplish this through a r,reat men.sure of partici ­
pa. t ion from privat c cnt erpris c ., plus security of poss es s ion to the us or• 

But the housing policy should not do pond upon piecemeal dcva lopmc nt nnd ran -
d om appropriation . We recommend nn over-all public housing procrn.m . The first 
step in that direction is tl o Tr.ft-Elle: der..:.·,· .... sner Bill, ·which would sot up a per ­
manent nn.tion,,l Housing Agency, provide federal funds for research and local 
planninG • It Yrnuld initiate un ur'Lan rodcvclo:pnent procr'lm, cnablinG the creation 
of 500, 000 public housin 6 unil:;G; Lnd c. rural pro,~r"'m onu.bling the creation of 
250 ., 000 housin

0 units for low- income farm familias . 

This Bill, important thou[._;h its pussa6e is , is no more thc..n a step in tho 
direction of a more comprehcnsiv0 problom of housinr; . l11uch moro is required to 
clcnr slums, nd to rohabilit~to bli6htod ureas . An intolli -Gnt pro6rum should be 
ge,Arcd to the foll owinG 6 00 ls : 

III • 

IV . 

v. 

A democratic pro;~ram - Tho entire problem must be met v;ithin the 
frumcvrork of the democratic systor.1 ., G couraGing privo.te initiative 
and personal possession . 

A socic.11:r· sensitive buildinc industry . The inoff ctunl ho c­
buildinb industry must be scared to undorstand public ncc<lC' in order 
to diC'chargo its function . 

Low-I::-1como housing . Decent homes must be IT~dc nva iln1.> lc to those in 
thG lo·:v-incone bracl·ct to prave;nt the cre'ltion of slu::---ie.rc-s . 

Vutarans' housin :_i; . Opportunities should be oxtc..,ndod to veterans 
to obtuin ,~,ood , sound homec· VIhich th -y C,d1 kacr~ 

Urban ~-~"•J :i-· 1xtr,l ror::ot struction. A nn.tior1n.l liousir.6 proi_;rum needs 
to be i 5.-i::;.::::;,":;cd G:> Glint our cities n ld towns cc.n be built in accor ­
dance •✓1i 1., h our \l'.io.lti1., tr,lC;nt and producti c C"':-J' city" 

A• Thero must b<:; 0omprehensivc planninc in 1:,1..,tropolitan arc s 
rather thu 1 within urtificiul city limits , to serve as a basis 
for nn over-all plu. for housing . 

B. Community purticipation must be obtuinod for plannin c..nd 
housing probrams . 

c. There must be a rcco6nition of tho fact that of all housing ., 
the negro housing problem is tho worst and the first stop 
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VI . 

• ;ith 
new hope 
into tho 
in.::; for . 
America • 

in mtictin~ that problem is to remove the injustices at ondnnt 
upon restrictivG coyonunts . 

J..Iort 6ag0 resiliency . Privutti e.nd public rnortguginG needs to be rov'l.mp­
ed so that it is fair o.nd just to both lender and borrov10r • 

these goo.ls attained ., wo cc.n go a lon0 way to infusing our coph. with 
and confidence in the democratic procoss . ·1·.ze would introduc 11cv1 me nin 
dignity of the home nd fumily . Certainly ., these ar€ goo.ls v1orth fi , ht • 
Their realization vrould ma.kc for a stronger ., healthier and happier 

* * * * * 

(E) The Problem of Inflation 

Samuc 1 Toi to lbaum., Chairman 

Inflation is a witch ' s bro~ whose poisonous potion vitiates chiaflJ those 
who are luast responsible for it c,nd cn.n lee.st resist it . Or ., to i::..lter the ficuro 
slightly ., as th0 witch ' s cauldron continues to boil ., its poisonous fumes not only 
spread further and further but penetrate deeper and deeper into the tissuGs of 
human life . 

Tho word "L1flato" is derived fron tho latin and mec.ns ., litorully , to bl 
in . It is sicnificant that the primary meaninc of thu v1ord in i;nclish ., according 
to·:;obster 1s Dictionary ., is ., 11 To svroll or distGnd ·;;ith uir or G.s 11 • T.is defi• 
nition is most appropriate in the applic:-.tion of tho term ir.flation to the. field 
of economics . It im.plius that that vrhich is infla·tod , no.El Iy , tl € 6conomic 
structure of the country ., is full of air (v1hethcr hot or cold is irrrmterial) ., .. s 
it Yrcre ., that it is essentially bGrcft of real substanco . It is therofor0 
do.nt;orous ., not only been.use of tho " swollcd" £, .d 11 distonded 11 proportions it ns ­
sunes in the ir:rrnediatc situc.tion , but principally bc,c :.. uso , if the, "air or ens" 
k0cps " blouing in", e:.s it is likoly to do ., the dclicu.te and intric[ttc structure 
of society will ., like an overstretched baloon ., burst and explode , and then 
crumple , and thereby bring about all the dire social and moral tragedies of do • 
flation and depression . 

Economically , inflation has b0un dofin(Jd nnd described in numerous ways . 
Inflatioo , it is seid , is : 

1 . An increase in the quantity or the effective quantity of money . 

2 . An increase in general pric s . 

3 . An increase in prices caused either by a g;rowint; consumer preference for 
the goods or by diminished physical supply or by both simultaneously . 

4 . Any increase in Lovcrnmcnt spend inf; and dobt which r.!ay nffect prices . 

5 • Any incrcnso in the effect ivc quantity of money v1hich is f;re---tcr than tho 
incroasc in monev work -co be done • .. 
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6 . Any increase in money and prices which does not result in a correspond ­

ingly increased output of goods . 

7 . Any increase in prices which occurs after full or nearly full employment 
has been attained . 

8 . A situation in which tle public loses faith in the ability of money to 
keep its value and rushes to get rid of money in exchange for commodities 
or securities which promise to be a better store of value . 

The re o.re many other expalnations for the phenomenon of inf lation , such as 
the avid desire of capital for quick e.nd hi6h profits , but these here offered 
should suffice to brine the present state of affairs into proper focus . 

The inflationary spiral usually takes the followin course . In a period 
of recovery , as the rise in general prices continues , the tendencies towards 
equilibrium do not continue . Flexible cost elements begin to overtake fixed 
sellint: prices . l\:onopoly controls accept ., nay , demand hicher prices . They may 
reluctantly pay hiGher wae;es -- rarely , if ever , hich enouch to keep pace wit 
the rising prices and to rraintain purchasing power . The output of g oods Iila.Y rise 
but not a t the same rate as prices . Fixed income and salaried people a re general­
ly forced to curtail the volume of their buying . S.peculative purchases ofl pro­
ducts , of minerals , of land and real estate , and of securities v.Jill have been 
IJ1D:.de at prices far beyond any reasonable value . Lventually the bubble bursts . 
(It is "boom and bust , " as the sayin[; has it . ) The country is then s ta rted down 
on a vicious spiral of deflation , with all its consequences of drastically re ­
duced prices , diminished sales of goods , decreased production , bu.nkruptcies , mass 
uncmploynent ., the impoverishment of large secti ons of the population o.nd all its 
attendant results (hunger , dise~se , homelessness., mass migro.tions as those of the 
"Okies" L,nd the "Arkios")withv1hichv1e became so familiar in tho thirties . Dur ­
ing the inflationary period windfall profits may accrue to a sr·c or of finance 
and industry . Some of these my be retained by a small portion , the "upp r 
crust" , of the bm,inoss and industrial world durin g the subsequent deflationary 
period , but the rnujority of small businesses and industries will either fail 
completely or \"iill be in a most shaky and precarious position . 

FittinG t his more Ge norul picture to the contempor&ry scone , we h ve the 
follONing outline of dcvelopr:1cnts . The Roosevelt administration succoeded ., fin ­
ally ., in havinr; i ndust rJ convert durin6 tho war from civilian to military pro­
duction . This u tta ine d he igbts unheard of and unpre co de ntod not only in the 
annals of Americo.n but also world history , and succeeded in supplyin - and equippin 
not only our ovrn armed forces but , to a large extent , also those of our .Allies . 
It certainly contributed vastly to the victory of the United nations . But it 
n lso proved conclusively the enormity of the potential civilian productive 
car;acitios of our country . 

'1'i ith the defout of Germany and Japan , it was hoped that industry would re ­
convert to civilian ni.unufacturo c..nd produce at the so.me rate or pE:rhups at an 
oven higher one . It was of course realizod that the transition period during 
which th(; reconversion woulC: tc..l:e place would be ono of enllr6ed demand nnd re ­
latively short supply , especially beer.use eurnin6s and incomes had risen sharply 
durinc the Har . But it was expected that tho price range would bo h ld in lino 
by the continued opcrc..tion of government controls . HGnce it was recommended tho.t 
the Office of Price Ad .inis ration ., v1hich , on the wholo had boen so successful 
during tho v1ar , sho· ~ld be rno.i~tainod until such n time as supply and dem:nd are 
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more or less in equilibrium. 

Jut certain vostod interests ., chiefly those represented by the iiation'l.l t:anuf'l.cturers Association and the Uniied States Chamber of Cor.unerce ., no s.:1.tisficd with tl e Generosity of the government in suspcndint; excess profits ., h ... xes n.nd v1ith t .0 billions they received in tax rebates -- which are in tr:craselves inflationar · noves ., -- motivated no doubt by a selfish desire for oven more swollon profits , brou.cht pressure to bear upon tho President and the Congress to terminate price controls . Their slogan v10.s no govornMent interference and "free enterprise" , as if un cc onomy largely concentrated in the hands of rust::; at d monopolies and rapidly becoming more so could follow the laissez - faire doctrine . These int cre::its as .... urcd us that after a hriof interlude the economy of tho nation woulci bacome stt:bilized und prices would drop . :ie know how (remember tho "meat stril·o" 1) tl ey succeeded in strunculating OPA and choking it to death . Prices ., instead of f:-i.11 -ing ., have risen more than appreciably and are still mounting . The hurd - onrned suvin.:;s of the people are beinc exhausted . f!ages , too , following a series of strikes in m.1.ss - production industries , soemed to rise ; but o.ctually real \'la es fell . Purticulc.rly marked was the accelera.tcd increase in tho cost of living , in tho primo.ry necessities of life , in food and farm products . Tho uveru~e v: co­earner and laborer has been hit h,.rd enouGh; but even worso off has bcrn the fixed incomo and sc.l .ried worker . And tho executioners of OPA and othor economic con ­trol nr1.s of the t;ovornment are devourin6 the sweet fruits of thoir successful conspiracy; for their profits in 1c46 und in the first quarter of 1947 vvere above anythinc ever before oncounterod in American history. 

Tis state of affairs cannot long continue ., and there is alrcn.dy somo evi ­dence that it is chc:.nging dov.rnwr-.rd . Indeed , it has been pointed out that if it wore not for the vc.. st sums the Federo.l 6 overnment ha.s been pouring into G- I t0rr:1.inul lGaves c..nd veterans·• beDofit::i and by many State Governments into vot runs ' bonuses ., the recession rrould already ave boon on the wny . Consumer demand is showin~ siF~ns of diminishinr; , not because it is boin mot or fulfilled , but bee uso the "custoner" is losins his former purchc.sinc p0,vor . Labor is clnmorinr; for re~l wuce with which to cope with tho hichcst prico index in istory . Inventories arc accumulating . 

It is prob..,bly because of those circumstc1.ncos -- includin6 the fe:.nr of inse ­curity , of loss of profits , of unomployment - - that the present administr,ttion r.nd the Republican Con0 ress a.re ombo.rk~n6 jointly upon u far - flung impcrit~l policy ., -­nilitary aid to Greece e.nd Turlrny ( c..nd other "unti - cor:ummi::it" nc .. tions later ., no doubt) , contuini-:-tcnt of camr,unism and of Soviet ussiu., etc . This divcrsioni::it and expansionist policy is reflecting itself donosticall in th crude antics of the Un -Americo.n CommittcE.. of the House of ~ oproscnta.tivcs , the punitive Ta.ft ­Hurtley Labor Bill , tl c red - baiting and witch• htmts in n .. d out of the 6 ov rtnc t , the fuiluro to expand socL.l security ., hen.1th , educction c.nd housinc; .. cusur s , the flood-t ido of anti - regroism, n.nti - Semi t ism and racism, the roo.ct ionary and fLscist practices of ln.rgc so6ments of the Amorico.n poople • 

Those are some of the soci 1 conscquonces or the current inflation o.nd the i 1 pending deflation . T.oy are at the very crux of ttc quos ion whether we shall l ~'. Ve pence or v: r -- utoniC' ·,·Iar ., if you please . For the inovitc_blo course of the vic.if'lUs cycle of infla · icn is recession , de f lation ., depression , crisis , mnss po ·crty . Then to dnr.-1 tl c ,1ykcs C.. f;ainst the sea of poplllur Ur!rcst u.nd possi lo or potontir~l revolt., t c economic 9m ors th,t be ., fina.nce-capitr. l., mano.gcmcnt , or by ~1Latcvcr nr-, ncs th6y rey be c-1 11....d, may ., as in Germany , Jn.pan o.n Italy , resort to fc.scism or W£..r , probably both . _nd tho nar will no doubt be ,. n.6od u n.inst the 
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only other contemporary great po:ver , Soviet Russia . The Amoric c. n rulinr; classes 
will feel more confident of victory than even the former or late so- called "o.nti ­
comint0rn" powers because they will be armed with the atomic bomb . :r~o doubt 
their fascism will assume an American odor, color or flavor for the purpose of 
makin it more palatable to the ,American people . It may even g:o under another 
name t~1an tl at of fascism or nazism or in another and concealed guisG; but it ·,1ill 
still be fascism; it will still deprivc us of our democratic riGhts; it v1ill still 
vr,t~;e Wc,r • And its first victi .sand scapegoats will bo tho minoritic.s : 1,egroes , 
Jews, :texicans , Catholics and other racial , national and religious elcmtnts; lnhor 
unions , procressives and liberals , free - minded intellectuals , and all "different" 
people . In short , it will destroy every vesticc of democracy at home . Put its 
acgrcssions will not and will not be able to stop within; it will be compelled by 
the concatenation of events to expund them abroad c.nd to engage in a so- called 
11 a!1ti-communist 11 crusade . ""[hat this imperialistic vGnture will , ev n if it is 
triumphant , do to our world is too dreadful to contomplatc . 

It should also be added that tho deleterious effects of any for of an cano­
nic crisis in America , resultinr; from the pres nt inflation , \'!ill r.o.vc v1orld-··ride 
repercussions , for our country , as tho most powerful and wealthy nc.tion cc.n sus ­
tain or brcc,k the oconomios of alr1.ost all nations today . 

Ar€ there any solutions for this inflationary situation? It should bo ob ­
vious th~t pious words and fcrvGnt entreaties , even if uttered by tho President 
oi' the United States , that his purely V6rbal attacks upon "crcedy peopl6 11 , will 
not avail . Nor is it truo that thero is any inGxorability about the economic 
principle of supply and doJT1and . This principle , despite tho hue and cry of con­
serve tivo economists and business mon , bears littlc.i resemblance to , say ., the. la r 
oft ermodynarnics . Supply and demand , especially in a country containinc ho 
physical rcsourcGs that ours possc.sscs , ~re cruatcd by human effort and hUID3.n 
need ., and can , therefore ., be controlled by man . Long - range plnnnin~ involvin a 
rad ic 1 over ha ulint; of our cc onorr.ic syst om is n 011 du6 or cv0n ovc rduo . In a 1 nd 
of plenty and abundance it sGems utterly irrational and absurd ., if not dawnright 
i:rmnoral , that men , women o.nd children should go hun6ry ., nuked and shcltcrloss ., 
that they should be drafted and mr,ssod for the purpose of hurting c.nd dcstroyin6 
the mGn , v1omen and children of other lands . 

There are ., however , rcco:mrncndations tl-at offer themselves for the mitiga. tion 
and amclior~,tion , if not the complete solution , of the immodiato infl...,tionary 
problem at hfand . Some of them arc the follo:iing : 

I . Taxes should by no means be reduced . If they urc they will but contri ­
bute to the inflntiono.ry situation and will er.use the subscsucnt economic 
col laps o to bG oven r.10rc precipitous and save re . On the contrary , taxes 
should be incrc::..scd , ospccially on hiGh income bra.ckets and levels and 
on excess profits , 

II . Whatever budcctary bale.nee mn remain after :r:nyin~; for the ordinary 
operations of our government , for veterans ' health and benefits , for 
military roquiror:i.onts c..nd socio.l wulfaro and security shall be utilized 
for the. payment and ruduction of the national debt . 

III. Military cxpondi urGs should be rGducc.d to tho minimum co:mmcnsuro.t 
with our dofcnsive , not our imperialistic , needs und the requirements 
of occupation troops . 
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N . Commodity and othor surpluses , if an, , s ould by no mcan.s , as hn.s been 

tho criminal practico hithorto , be. destroyed or dunpcd , or be allowed 
to glut the market . They should ba shipped abroo.d for the rcliof and 
economic rostorc.tion of war devastated countries , particularly of tho"c 
that were our Allies during the war , without reforonco to their "commu­
nism" or non - communism . Similarly , our country should oxtE:,nd liberal 
loans to thuso nations for food , clothing and shelter and for oconomic 
reconstruction . These mco.sures will not only diminish the danger of 
inflation in our country but will also allay the fear of war surely far 
more effoctivoly than "anti - communist" crusades . Our country fin need 
and supplied our Allies during the war . Thore is all tho more roason 
for following this course for the enhancement of the greater cause of 
poaco . 

v. Commodity controls must bo reconstituted . Tho OPA should ba rccnactod 
with the power not only to hold prices , rents , ate ., but also reduee 
them to a level commensurate with the wo.ga index of the bulk of our popu­
lation . 1!atcrial controls should also be 0xcrciscd and rationing re ­
introduced for such supplius and commodities as may still be short . 

VI . Veterans ' and othE-r public housing projcrnts and programs , fur more com­
prehensive than the Vu6ncr - Taft -Ellender Bill proposes , should be at 
onco established . A government invustiEation should bo mo.de of the uct­
ual housinc needs of our people., especially of thoso vrho dwell in bli

0 ht ­
cd anG slum areas . The construction of homes s oulc proceed in sue' a 
manner that v1hcrcver c..nd v1henovcr priv te industry fails to fulfill the 
needs of the people , thC; covornmcnt should underto.kc the projects . In 
cithor case , the national 6overnmunt should have full control and super­
vision ., n.nc should be e,mpoworud to make loans and extend financial id . 
Tho 6 overnment performld miruclos in housin the armed forces of the 
nation durini; the var . -:Ihy cannot it not repeat tr is pcrfornnncu in even 
groa.ter magnitude durin6 peace - time 7 

VII • .. V terans ' benefits should be increased . These should not b hn.ndouts 
in the form of bonuses and what not -- which are but bribes to still 
the demands and protests of veterans , like crumbs or bonc.:.s thronn to 
barking dogs -- but veritable benefits . Veterans do not ask for gifts . 
They do not oven v a.nt rewards for tho trumendous sacrifices they made 
durinG the.:. war . They merely want comp~nsation for the years in which 
they wero handicapped in comparison with thu civilian population; th0y 
want to be given a. chuncc to catch up . Thoy seek better job opportuni ­
ties than have so far been offcrud . They are entitled to higher und more 
educational benefits in view of the incroasod cost of living . And their 
most crucial need is housing , housin£ ~nd more housing . 

VIII . Tho wage and hour luw should be so mod ific.,d and amE- ndcd as to insure 
ovcryonc who works for a living a minimum return for his la.bor commen­
surate vlith a decent standc..rd of living . 

rx . Sociul security measures -- un€mploymcnt benefits , old - a 6c pensions , etc . 
-- should be enlarged n.nd more widely distributed . The benefits should 
be gre~ter and more people , including farm laborers , domestic workers , 
omployos of non - profit rnn.kinr.; institutions and or~o.nizations , o.nd others 
should be receiving them . 
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x. A comprchonsivo plan of public health protection, of socialized medicine , 
if you v1ill , and of oqualizing fre cducationc. l opportunities in every 
State r,nd overy community , from olomantary school to college., should be 
ad opted. 

XI . The Full Employment Jl:Ic,asure should bo furnished Vlith teeth . Tho r;ovcr -
ment should be in a position to take steps leading towards the employ­
m(,nt of such us may be unomployod or threatened with unemployment 
through such projects as public housing , roads , r eclamation and soil 
r econve rsion , valley authorities., etc . 

Unless these n.nd other related proposals , v1hicl a.re essentially anti - in ­
flationnrJ , arc immediate ly adopted , there will bo no stopping th(., eco omic re ­
tro[;;rc,ssion und its dire and ca.lo.mito,.-ls intorn,,tio rd consequences w ich arc 
already loominr; . Only bychunnclin) money and funds into such sc.fe and usable 
harbors and hn.vcns as herein rocomr,wndud , cun the i..':..pendinc econor:iic crisis , v1hich 
v,rill wreak far more havoc than any previous one. , be averted . 

* * * * * 

(F ) Tho Ut itc.d i;ations 

Lee J . Lovin . or, Chairman 

Tho Contro.l Conference of J~cri~c. n fa:.bbis st,.ncts committed to the vrorld-·nido 
purposes for v.Jhich the United 1Jt.tions stand : the or:: 1 inf1ue nc c. of united man­
kind; the pursuit of pc.ace ...;.nd security; the a.d-vanccmcnt of hun~.t ity . "'[c bc li vc 
profoundly that the goal of One ·;,orld ., be:. cd on a just ~ nd cndurinc pC'1co , dcp;nds 
on the cooperation u.nd mutu[ 1 u~-ido rstc.nd in 1 of the c:'1 e;ovornmcnts wrich constituto 
the United 1)atiom:; . 

We a r c proud of the pa.rt the Unitud St:1t • s of Anc.ricu has pL1.ycd l.nd is plo. -
ine in furthering this great cc~u sc . •110 look fo!"\'vr. rd to the abolition of all uni ­
latorc.l uction ., as nut ions bcco~o accustomed to workini: to Jc thc.,r ·within tr is body 
of tho f::u:1il, of nations . 1··c deplore notion b,: our own 6 ovcn,mcnt or rn' othGr 
which muy Vice.ken this ccntrn.l or~:.niz .... tion . 

'[itl in the past ·car the United Nations has bcc.n stc 1. dily o. vancinr.:; in the 
orcunization of n:ctl~Y of its ph[.sc.s ., juridical , fiscal , ocono ic .. labor and 
militc.ry . The T:n~stccship Cou:10il ha.s begun the work ·1}1ich sto ld eventually 
protect the rit;l:ts of the d(.,pressed musses in colonial lands . Step by stop the 
complux or6u.nizc.ti on for rorld vIClfa. r c has been Grovri nc ; it! 1mny asp<..cts it has 
a lrcc.dy uchievod notnllc pro:r~ss . 

Its outsto.rdi .. ;; lr.::idicn.ps today .. re t e dist rust nnd co1,1petition o.mon6 nu - · 
tions , remnn.nt. of a.n c .. ~rlicr und outv1orn system . ·; call upon our own gov rnment 
to ta.kc the le.rte i.n b:rinr;in6 t:t:) out that mutual confidence,, thQt fidelity to 
princ iple ., which i: ... Jonc c~.1.1 r..o.kc this c.; rcat instrumcnt c-.. lity effcctivG for peace 
r.nd justice" '.I' ·1c interest,> of ~ankind a r c , in the lone run, superior to thoso 
of any one of its ~u':Jaiv.i.si.ons; from this rcv lizo.t ion the United l.utions was bor n , 
by its fulfillment alon cun it accomplish its purposo . 
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Severa l of the acencies of tho Uni te d -~t ions have special signific~ cc f or 

u b ody of r0li0 ious leade r s . The Int0rna tion""" l Re lief Or6an i zo.ti on , dcsi~ncd 
to tul·c; tho place \Jr_ ich has bee n fi lled by U1iR!?..A , ca rries 1.vith it the hope for 
life of many millions of starvin[; and sufforin G men , wonrnn nd chi ldr un . .G ur c 
upon our r,overnmcnt tho speedy r c.t ificc,t ion of tho I . R . O. and the ap~ropri2.t ion 
of our she.re of its funds . The cu ll for action is urgent ; any furt ho r dcl:. y c~~n 
only r esult in d isnst er ri vn l linb that of the 'Tur i tsG lf . 

·1·:e hai l the orcn.nizat io~1 of the C ommis c- i on on Euman Ri,;hts l"..nd the i ni tin. , ion 
of i ts fu r-rcac hinc eff orts . ·:; e 1 ook to this c omr:1i G io,1 to c stn,. lis L vrnr ld -1.--idc 
moral principles for the 6ui c1ance of eve ry nc..tion , includini::; 0 11r ovin . The ideals 
of our c omrnon hurnnni ty which it is cnga6cd in f ormulr,t i n:=; should be influentia l 
in GUidinc national policy o.nd in cst"b lis h i t16 that spirit of b rother hood wh ich 
must undorlio a 11 organ izational muchinur y . 

·; c g r 0e::t the Unitad Nations r:;duci1.tional: Scicrntific anc:; Cultura l Orgun iz:J.t ion 
as anothe r st ep in this vast r✓ ork of brothe r hood . By proclr'.ii in the principles 
of i ntc r n"..t iona l science , of v1 orld -widc cul ·u r e , f'..nd by bri. 1 i::; ing thcr. to y oung 
and old throur.h GVc r y i nst rur,1cnt2. lity of cducc..tion , UiJESCO v1i l l certctinly prove a 
necessary and effe ctive li nk in tho cha in of u nivc r s< 1 LUir! n brothe r hood . 

Fir.ally , at thi"' momcnt we look to the J..sscmbl, of the United I: t ions for 
justice to th0 h ouse of Isr~Lcl , f or the r ,s cuG of the r crn.n:,nt of :Suropean J ewry 
and for thu f irn f oundation of tJ-e, JoJish IJrti onc l Earn, in R.. l cstinc. . The is sue s 
ma. y be conp l cx , but justice to the porsccutod nust OYcrridc. the int r osts of corn­
pctint: impor:i.o.l systems . The.. J c.is , us the :r.;.ost trr. 6 ic victims of the ·,10. r , turn 
to the co .science oft c VIo rld f or their dofcnsc o.r1d tl.cir hope. . 

Th0 drcnrr1s of our ancient propl'cts a r c todL.y bt.inc om~Jodicd ir i nstitut iona l 
fo r m; thc,i r ·1ords arc bcin~ achot:,d in Imny toni;ucs . It r Grr. .ins for t'.c dct.,d t o 
follo-,; the v1ord , that ycn r OJ yec-,r -r..nnki nd sl:r. 11 !1.ppro[;...c)'.. nco.. r c r to comp l ( te 
und0rstan<ling , to unity of act ion, ton. rc[,lizc.tion of one hurunity on c...u. rth , 
as He have one God in heaven . 

* * * * • 

(G) Sov i ct -].r:1c ric ' n Re l o.t ions 

Lu on Fran, Chr,i rII1£'.n 

1.-Yo dcploro the so- cn llGd TrUJr!<..n doctrine ,nd it s cnnctmc.,nt into l aw . 
bc licvo th[.t .J.t constitut.c..s a sct' ;a c k to the cn.usG of pco.cc :.-,nd d E.;mocrc.cy . 
Trtunn.n doctrine corunits us t o ;;ivc firm.ncitt l r,nd nor £, l ,..upnort to fascist , 
ist ., absoluti:,t., dict·,torinl n.nti-dcmocr:.:. tic r ... nd corru pt covcrnncnts undo r 
illusion that vie ..;hc r c.b_r r cc·5st communism c,nd Sovie,t expansi on . 

The 
royn 1-
thc 

The way to r es is t comrmnisr.-. is to str0n then dcr,ocr c,: and to 6 ivc no a. id 
or comfort to i', sci:rn1 or o.bsolnt i:; rr. in [ ny forr.i. Th<- Tru .' n doctrine commits the 
G~1itcd Stt..tcs t,:, n ropctition of the very same :r:listn.kcn policies that l ed to the 
Sc.cond ·,ior.Ld ·.-rr_r . Afi. :c the First :;orld 1.":a r (ircc.t rite. in c,nd Jmerica ga ve r cc og ­
r1 i ti on a~d .-, t·_ous f,;rms of t.-. id and comfo r t to the fts cist rc g i nc s of I ta ly., 
Gcrrnuny , Spuin !).nd ot ur countries in the belief th ..... t thoy wo r e the r eby stGmming 
the tide of nussir~n communism . I: ourishod by r.. id fron thu democracies , thcs0 
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fascist regimes became so powerful that they were able to turn upon the demo 
cracies and all but conquer and enslave them . The democracies then welcomed 
communist Russia as a powerful ally in the war against fascism . The Truman 
doctrine means that the democracies are once again giving of their \real th to 
nourish fascism . We deny that the cause of democracy can be served by handouts 
to any corrupt anti -democratic regime that offers to combat communism . 

Above all , th6 way to deal with all international problems is to bring them 
before the United Nations which was specifically organized to establish inter­
national security and promote international peace . Our unilateral military ad ­
ventures on all the borders of Russia means repudiation of the United na tions 
and the weakeninc of the prestige and influence of that orE_;anization before it 
has an opportunity to begin functioning . The Truunan doctrine means our deliberate 
return to the outworn methods of international intrigue and chaos in preference 
to the development of international order . 

1/ e deplore the obstacles that Russia has thrown in the \'lO.'J of tho long over ­
due settlement of the peace treaties with Germany and Austria , and we deplore 
Soviet Russia ' s intransigent attitude on international control of atomic energy . 
Ho deny , however , that there is any justification for any such interpretation of 
Russian policy as that war botweon Russia and the United States is inevitable . 
Russian policy could be understood as motivated by a passionate desire for 
national security and national reconstruction . It is for us to persuade Russia 
that both security and reconstruction will be better uchievod by international 
cooperation than by isolationis or imperialism . 

Cur present policy of giving a.id and comfort and arms and military· dvice to 
evGry anti - democratic regime on the fringe of r.ussia l not calcula.tod to reassure 
that country which was for so long victimized by policies of intrigue , nssqult a nd 
non-recognition on tho plrt of the Ye stern powers . Our Government should be 
plannin6 the strategy of perrmnent peace instead of jockoyinG for position for a 
third v1or ld war . 

* * * * * * 

N . S71..Til~LITTS D Y THI: C ClTISSIOIJ 

(A) Proposed Charter for an International Trade Oq;anizn.tion 

The Central Conference of J:r1crican Rabbi's , throuch its Comnission on Justice 
und Peace , has frequently expressed the conviction that permanent peace in the 
world requires the s tisfn.ction of economic needs as well as the assur, .. nco of 
political freedom . At its Institute on Judaism and u Just and Endurine P~ace , 
held in Cincinnati , Ohio , on December 21- 24 , 1942 , the following statements , 
amon others , were adopted : 

1 . It shall be one of the first duties of the victorious nations to 
emancipate , reconstruct and rehabilitate all oppressed peoples and roups . 

2 . All nations shall have free and oqunl access to tho raw materials , 
economic resources and mn.rkets of the world . 
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3 . Intcrnation~ 1 cooperation must be ec onomic as ·;1ell us politic, 1 • .-•·n:n &s individuals ca.nnot live by thcmse:;lvos ulonc und be unconcerned about other men ., so no nation can plc ... n only in terms o its cr:1n prosperity , Econonic isolationism., cxprcssinG itself through to.riff bnrrior.s c.nd other obstaclos which impede the flow and exchance of food., I'.".&tcrio.ls t, d products ., at best brin6 s only temporary co.ins and creates t c biitcr­nuss ., tho friction and tho poverty ·1hich event ally ler,d to war . r:c, - . tions ., like individuals , have common responsibilities to establish oconomic justice for all . 

The Contr""l Conference of J.mcrict:'c n Rabbis believes that tho adoption of the Crnrtcr v1hich Jill lend to the creation of an Intcrno.tional Trade Or anizrition will ., by making available to all pcoplos tho products which they requiro o carry on their economic life ., do much to assure lastin[; pco.cc in the world . The '.i'rado Le:;rocmcnts Act ., passed by Congress in 1934 and incc renewed four times ., by 0n ­cour0. 6 in£ intcrnationo.l commerce ., has helped to crce.to le.stin6 friendships be ­t·weon the United States and the 29 countries with v1hich tn .. dc acreemonts hav been concluded . ~G regard the proposed ITO., which is intended to include all countries ., as the logical outcome of tho hi6hly successful economic policy which wa.s instituted and pursued by our former distinguished Sec rotary of State., Hon . C ordcll Hull , 

Tho 6 lorious v1s1on of Onu 1,·J orld., in which hurnn bcin6s may enjoy a just o.nd cndurint: pence ., •-1ill he rc.:.lizcd ''✓hen it is univGrsully rec o6 niu.d that no no.tion is sufficient unto itself o.lone ., but that ull o.rc dcpondcnt one upon the. other in their common 6 oul of o..chicving "life , li .Jc riy C\.nd to pursuit of ho.ppi csc ." l:,.mcrica once more has an opportunity to show the way . 

* * * * * 

( ) Stato ..... cnt of The Institute On Judais1, ., 1.=r1.nnr~cmcnt .i.nc. Labor · 

Intr od uct ion 

The Historical Role of Judo.ism 

The Bible ., in contr~st to other ancient litoruturc ., ascribes dirni y to toil . n·:ihon thou co.test of th(; lc..bor of thy hc.nd" ., declared the Ps ... lmist ., " huppy shalt thou be ., and it shC1.ll be v1cll v1ith thee •" The Tc.lmud dcsigno. ed the rubbis by their occupc,tions ., such ass ndu.lmc.kor ., wood chopper ., blacksmith ., tuilor ., potter ., as .uch as by thc.ir numus . "Greut is work., for it honors him who porforms it" ., so.id the SC.f;GS • 

Both prophets and rabbis inveighed age.inst tho exploiters of labor . This wo.s tho law of Deuteronomy : "Thou shult not oppress o. hired s rvnnt that is poor and needy ; v1hcther he be of thy brothern or of thy strangers that arc in thy land within thy gates" . Biblicul and Talmudic 1 w reco6 nizcd no c ste system . All men wero regurdod f. s froe and oquul , .Employer nd v1orkcr \ ere c,n ·oincd to respect ouch other . 

In modern timos the..:ic precepts huvo proved th ir worth • .. ie have soc.n the gurmc nt industry ., v1herc both r.uno.genont and ln bor o.rc lo.rg ly Jewish ., emerge from un era of swout - shop and oxploita.tion . Today the formerly conflicting 

• 20 -



clements recocnize thGir corunon interost and vJOrk rs rx.·rtncrs fo r the mutual 
benefit of all concornod . It is no ~ccident that this industry las bc~n free 
from strikes in thG post -wa.r period . Great namGs huvo boon a.ssocintcd vrith th 
stu.bi l ization of vrorko r-managomcnt rel'.:tions in the 6arment tro.dcs . '; c r oc·1.ll 
Sidney Hillman , tho grout labor sto.tesman , the firm of Hart , Schnffncr tnd I:.arx , 
which inlistcd the cooporn.tion of its employees in solving tho pro lams of pro­
duction , and Louis D. Brandeis , v1ho , throuch his experience as arbitrator , 
acquired a new respect for his fellou - JcvJS c.nd a. vision of tho prophetic idGL .. l 
vrhich as a citizen he endeavored to realize on behalf of his country . 

The trr1d ition linkinc tho prophuts and so.r,cs of old with our o.vn d'"'..y is 
found in the tcachincs nnd work of the modorn rnbbis . The Year Books of the 
Central Conference of J~mericc•.n Rabbis indicate £t continuing conce rn on their rnrt 
for thG pro[;ressive solution of lc..bor - mnar;cT'.'.cnt problcr.s . They hn.vc supported , 
throu6h the Social JusticG Comr.littee , founded dccc.des c .. o , r .. !1c :-.10rc rl.; c.1tly 
throur;h the Comnission on Justice c.nd Peace v;ith vrhich it is incor nor ,tted , uvc ry 
pro6rl'..m to achieve u ri£htoous solution for the opposinr; cl~tir.G of Ja.:.1or r .. nd 
r.'i[;.t1C.£:>Cment . Tnrout;h tho :-'on.rs , their c.:.dvocncJ, of hur.i:.1.nitnrit .. n I')rinci})lcs hn.s 
sounded n. prophetic noto . :r-.:a.ny of the ideals , for nhich tLc :1 L"..ve plcr.d ·d , re 
nov1 knit into the fabric of 1',.mcrican economy . 1.:uch still rc r:Li:-is to be dona ., 
horrevor ., before wo rc r, lize the ideals of Judaism in t .. c life of our tiz::o . 

DECLli.Rii.TIOU OH l7'JJJ.GI.;ET~1JT JJID 1/:.BOR RLLl.TIO S 

Ls men and womun of Israel ., v1c e.rc conscj ous of the spi it of our f"..ith 
which proclaims that all nro children of the one God u-1d r:r.ich Ge ks to n.chiGVl­
justico and righteousness nmon[; thEJ elencnts of our comnor hur.e.nity . Cognizant 
of tho existing conflicts ur:d tunsions in thr~ rcl0.tionship l,ctnc n 1::tbor und 
munagamcnt ., we issue the followin6 dccle.rc.tion : 

I 

Uc rccognizG that rene .. gcmcnt a nd' labor aro pcrtne,rs ir. the,ir contribution o 
the compl0Y. indus ric,l orcle,r vie know tode,,.y . Their .p'x~ rc..n c.1vc.r-:;Gn in crLsts 
arc by no rac, ,ns irruco1cilo.blc . LnliEhtcncd lc.bor l ··:i.dcrc} ip r cco 1;nizcs th( 
soundnGss of tr.c rofit rr.otivc ., ·1hilc. prourossiic l. lu:1c ts i•1 .:1. lr1.ci;e~unt wc lcon0 
the p[~rtici1,ution of their onplo~'C;CS in rusponsib lv decisions covcrninr thc vrnl ­
fare of thair u1 tcrprises . Under tho prcvailin) oc ono:-1ic syr-tcm , one C"\.nn ot 
succ0 cd wi r ou thEJ other . 

II 

1.:nn r.;c1r.cnt sLoulc he.. ve "- son"'c of socinl r csponsi::i lit y eve houch it pur -
sues £t philosophy of frc,c ente rprise . .:c c:oplorc the:: tcr.dcncy often , ~socio..tcd 
\Tith the ris e of gin.nt corporr..ti01~s to seek the ,:,elf".. c. of !1OllC.. tut tLosc., in 
command . i',e urcc hl, benefits of incrc .. scd production , whe r eby profits 1· i"'e with 
volume r uthcr tho..n ·,·r:.th unit prices . The consume,r should tenefit by lo:JCr pric s , 
the.. vrorkur by hir_;hcr \ ✓n.:::;cs or sOI:1G for:1 of profit shr .. rin6 • Such policies a ro 
pn.rticul:....rly cc-.llcd for torr.,. ut th threat of inflltion • .. nd t o , ... void a V✓ VG of 
bitter striko s to secure o.djustmcnts th'- t v1ill moE.t th(, incro:....se,d cost of living • 
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' 
III 

In a democratic society the right of the vrorkGrs to bend toccth\,r in associ­
ations th ,t will defend their inter -st c.nd secure their richts h'."'..'"' bcc01r,c axior.,atic. 
The role. of the unions in enhancinc the dif;nity of labor and improvit O its econonic 
st.J.tus has been a source of blessing to the nation at 1... rge . 

N 

The croi:th C-nd pcncr of labor unions offer a challcnt_;e to the idcc..lism u.nd 
intocrit - of their lc.,c..ders ip . 1."fc note with c1 isapprovul that arbitrary poli ies 
pre ~il in ccrtQin quarters which arc not consonant with the 0 neral velf~rc . 
Some bocias have unfairly restricted the admission of apprentices to thc.ir craft ., 
others have practiced slow-dov✓ n policies in production or hn.vc carried on inter -
union strikes at the expense of rnanag;em0nt and the public . uch prncticcs should 
be out lav:ed . 

V 

~:[e express our concern for those workers who lack the protc.,ction of' u strong 
union organization . Among white collar workers , particularly teachers , there ~~s 
come a ,np be.tween their incor.1.e c.nd tho amount ncccssc.ry to mnint~ in a minimum 
sta d£,rc1 of nutrition , shtltcr , health a.nd comfort . It is the duty of mnn"'- emcnt 
to pay u wa~e adequate for thut standurd to those who arc unorcanizcd as most 
office vrorkcrs arc . 

VI 

Believin€; as vie do in industrial democracy ., \le fe.vor the mcctin; of dcsicnat ­
cd roprcsautatives of employees Tiith their employer to cnsn. e in collcctiv0 
bar[;e.inin~ , v1hcroby thGy rnn.; have a voice in dotcrnininc their -.r~ccs , hours , nd 
other conditions of 0r.1.ploymont . It is our opinion th2..t the basic solution for our 
industrial ills is not less collective bcrcqininc , but more . 

VII 

r:o rc.,counizc the need for uppropric,te, r;overnment il tcrvcntion to sec .lra free 
collective bnrgc..inin 6 , to protect the. v1orkin6 conditions of industric.l labor a.nd 
to SQfq;uc.rd the di6nity , as individuals , of both the vrorh .. r i..'..l1d his cr.:ploycr e 
The conciliation a nd mecintion services of r;ovcrnmcnt should bu strv cthcned und 
improved to assist industrial disputants to r,chicvc n;:rccr.1 nt throucl collective 
b<-,r ::-..inin6 • If un accord is not roa.chad , tho pc..rtics s ould be oncour'1r,cd by tho 
£OVcrnment to consent to voluntary arbitrations . :.hen c. crisis does urise , v1hich 
the public cannot in safety leave unresolved , no one device commends itself as a 
prearranged solution . The resources of 6 overnmcnt must l.Jc kopt flexible ::..nd 
nduptcd to the specific emergency in the light of c.11 the fo.cts . 

VIII 

•1[e do not rage.rd compulsory n.rbitrc.tion as a po.nacou in the solution of in ­
dustrial c ontrovcrsies . Arbitrt'..t ion , like other judicial so.net ions , prc - suppos s 
the existence of governing principles to be applied by he arbiter . xcept for 
disputes over the interpretation of labor contracts , such principles arc in only 
n. formutivo stugo . 
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IX 

At this tine when there is much ar.;itution in f~vor of lc,v1s to h n tl c closed sJ op ., v,c venture to assert thnt it is not tho plc,ce of £Oven mcnt to restrict or forbid tho closed shop , tho union shop or similar forns of u~ion security . Such matters should be left in the area of collective bLrEaining for voluntury u
6

rce ­ncnt between employers und tr~dc unions . 

X 

tqual 'Ccess to employment or to union membership should be open to ull with ­out discrir.:ination s to color , creed ., nationality , or sex , and tho 
6

ovcrnmcnt should insure this by appropriate legislation . ···o reaffirm th . conclusions of the Institute on Judaism rnd Race Relations held in Novombor ., 1945 ., that it is n function of the Government to eliminate discrimination through the p ssuGc of u Fodcr..,.l Fair Employment Practices J..ct . 

XI 

, o voicG tho bolief that there is no basic contradiction between whc..t is othically right and what is ~conomicully good . Policies which result in tho benefit of society as a whole arc both natcrinlly good and ethically riGht for the individual employer and thoso Vil'ho work for him . 

C OIJCLUS ION 

The Role of the Contemporary Synagocue 

·,;c should like to sec th(., s n'l[;O[;UC of our tine have n members ip ilidcly rcprcsonta.tivc of every socic.l r,nd economic croup . Instead of rclyinc mostl on the middlo class for support , as is the c~sc to 1uy , we need to strc1Jtho our tics with t osc who cr.rn their brcc..d by the S\'ll,at of their brow . J..._ rclif;iOn which is cstrn.n~cd from the workers is reduced to the status of cult . Every possihlo off ort should be rnndc to a ttrc.ct nombors of lc,,,1 inc omc 6roups to the n, ·no.
6 

oguc . Dues should be sufficiently flexible to cncourngo such affilic..tion -. 

·,I believe tho.t tho nchievomcnt of social justice should be a prirury concern of r:1odGrn Jewish reli6 iolls life . E -. ch conr;rog~tion nnd its uffiliutGs should pursu0 a dyna.mic and constructive program through civic affairs committees tho. t havo two purposes : 

1. To cducatu the mom' crship as to thoir obli[;utions ns citizens o.nd their responsibilities to the community in which they live . 
2 . To initiate ., promote and support attitudes , orgLnizutions ~nd logislntion which have us thoir objoctivc better living con­ditions for all people . 
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• 
fc., dvocfatc the prompt f'ormo.tion of u joint Connnitt con Ju"tice ·.itd Fen.cc, , 

c..lrc':'..dy approved by the Ccntrr~l Conference of American Rabbis und the Union of 
L.mcricun Hebrew Con6rcga.tions . This commission should be provided with suffici nt 
funds to c.stublish r..n office o.nd to secure a DirGctor and an adequate staff . 
Among its functions should be the furnishing of 6uidancc to locQl nffc..irs 
committees through literature , proerums ~nd othor directives , 
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