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The Central Conference of American Rabbis in Convention 
assembled in Chicago, Ill., has just learned the shocking news 
of the unconscionable arrest of members of the Executive of 
the Jewish Agency in Palestine and of thousands of other Jews; 
and of other acts of violence and terror tantamount to the in­
auguration of war by the British authorities on the Jews of 
Palestine. We are outraged even further by the manifestly 
deliberate desecration of the Jewish Sabbath, by this wanton 
violation of one of the basic elements of religious freedom 
and which represents a reversion to the barbaric practices of 
ancient Syria and Rome. 

This Conference of 400 American Rabbis is unable to ex­
press adequately in words its grief and its horror at these 
unprecedented, unjust Gestapo acts. 

In the bitter struggle of the forces of right against the 
powers of evil, the Jews of the world played a valiant part 
and Palestinian Jews particularly distinguished themselves in 
spite of the unfriendly a.nd unsympathetic attitude of the 
British Colonial Administration in Palestine. 

It is a matter of re~ord that the Palestinian Jews under 
the guidance of the Jewish Agency have been an ir.valuable and 
an indispendible factor in allied victory. 

In view of the important role in the titanic struggle 
played by Jews of all lands and of which the Jews of Palestine 
are a part, we had a right to expect that simple justice would 
have been meted out to our people everywhere, but, instead of 
justice, Jewry has had thrust upon it the infamous White Paper, 
oppressive and tyrannical measures in Palestine, continuous 
aggressive and provocative acts against Palestinian Jewry; the 
breaking of sacred promises and now the supreme act of betrayal, 
the arreet of the Executive of the Jewish Agency and thousands 
of others. 

W8' the members of the Central Conf~rence of American 
Rabbis,a.re resolved to resist this act of flagrant injustice 
with all the moral power at our command. We hereby petition 
the President of our country to use his good offices to procure 
the immediate release of the members of the Executive Agency 
and of all other victims of this terroristic procedure; and 
the prompt implementation of that recommendation of the Anglo­
Amerioan Inquiry Commission's report to call for the uncon­
ditional admission of one hundred thousand Jews into Palestine. 

We are firm in the conviction that the moral conscience 
of America is in full agreement with our stand; will support 
our protest and will join us in this appeal in the name of the 
God of Justice. 
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