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TO: Rabbis Uri NMiller, Israel Goldmen and
Abba Hillel Silver

FROM: Rabbi Ahron Opher

gogue Council of Amerieca
21 Ft. Walhington AVe., NYC

About two years ago, at the request of the B'nai B'rith,

which runs the hospital in Denver, the Synegogue Council of America
undersook to prepare an compendium of prayers to be used by and
for Jewish patients in hospitals. This action was unanimously
approved by the delegates and the material was collected and prepared
under the editorship of a Committee appointed by the Synagogue
Council and consisting of Rabbi Max Arzt, Chairman anmd Rebbis
David de Sola Pool and Bernard Bamberger,

This book, for which there is an inereasing demand, particularly
in veterans hospitals, is now ready for publication end the text
has been approved by the Synagogue Council,

At the last meeting of the Synagogue Council, the Exeuctive
Committee was authorized to proceed with the publication of the book
after receiving the approval for publication of the presidents of

owr rebbinic constituencies.

Unless we hear from you to the contrary by March lst, we shall
agsume that you approve this project.




February 27, 1947

Rabbi Ahron Opher,

Synagogue Council of America,
91 Ft. Washington Ave.,

New Iork, N.Y.

My dear Rabbi Opﬁers

Replying to your letter of February 10 — the Liturgical
Committee of the CCAR comnsidered the contents of your memorandum
requesting permission for the Synagogue Council to issue a book of
devotion for use in hospituls etc, The Committee voted to approve
this specific service, with the definite understanding that this
approval does not mean approval to the Synagogue Council to issue
liturgical services in the future, The members of the committee
hold strong reservations on the subject,

With best wishes, I remain

Very sincerely yours,




MEMORANDTUM

TO: Presldents of the six constituencles of June 19, 1947
the Synagogue Councll of America

FROM: Rabbi Ahron Opher
91 Ft. Washington Ave,,
New York 32, N. Y.

I am sending you herewith the statement of principles on
Religion and the Public Schools adopted at the last joint cone
ference of the Synagogus Council and the NCRAC,

This statement is of course only a recommendation by the
conference to the constituencles of the two sponsoring agencles
and only when the constituencies adopt it may the statement be
regarded as the position of the Synagogue Council and the NCRAC,

Since many of owr constituencies are holding conventions in
the next couple of weeks, I am sending the statement to you now
80 that you may present it to the appropriate committee of your
organization for discussion and actione

I would appreciate it very much if you will advise me of
the action of yowr organization as soon as action is teken in

orger that the Synegogue Couneil may know of the position to
take.

In acting upon the statement, it is not necessery to
discuss the phraseology or the details. All we need 1is the
approvel of each of the prineiples enuncisteds




STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES ON RELIGION AND TEE

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The American democratle system 1s founded upon ethicel and
moral concepts derived from the greet religions of mankind,
The preservation and fostering of these concepts are
essential to the fullest reallzetion of the American ideals
end the growth and development of religion as a major force
in Americen life can contribute the most to thap realiza-
tlone However, the Amerlcen ideal in its broadest sense
requires that the maintenance and furtherance of religion
be the responsibility of the church, the synagogue, and the

home, and not of the public school systems

Rellgion has always been and continues to be the cemtral core
of Jewish lifee The Jewish community of Americe, in iﬁa
concern over certaln secularistic tendencies in American
life, calls upon the leading religious orgenizations of all
faiths to begin at once to plan for a national progrem of

religious re-awszkening.

At the same time, this conference reeffirms the position
enuncleted in the joint resclution on religious instruction
and the public schools of the Syna gogue Council o Americesa
and the NCRAC agelnst the utilizetion in any manner, of the
time, facilities, personnel, or the funds of the publice
school system for religlous purposes. Therefore, we oppose
all religlous manifestations and forms in the public
elementary and high schools including (Note: Chenges made




by the Conference were to eliminate the words "sectarian
practice" and to substitute "religlous forms and menifesteae
tions:" The words "forms and menifestations" were SUggeste
ions made at the Conference and are not necesserily final,
Cholce of fimal words was left to the Resolutions Committee)s
&) The reading or recitaiion of prayers generally
(Note: Chenges made by the Conference were to broaden
this item to include all prayerse It is for the
Resolutlons Committee to decide of the "Lord's Prayer"
shall be mentioned in this items)
b) The reading of the Bible (no change)
¢) The distribution of Bibles or religlous tracts
(no change)

d) The singing of religlous hymns (no chenge )

e) The granting of school credits for religious study
(no change)
f) The wearing of any type of clericel garb by publice
gchool teachers on school premises (no change)
g€) The holding of public school classes on the premises
of religious institutions Ino chenge )
The two "safeguerds" incorporated in the first draft were
eliminated by the Conference after a full discussion sand a
votee
On a motion by Arthur Roserbaum, on the besis of the close
vote, the Conference approved the inclusion in the statew
ment of principles of the statement of position on the

"safeguards" by the Americen Jewlgh Committee and the
American Jewish Congresee




The Conference voted authority to the Joint Advisory
Committee to consult with local communities on local
problems in this field, including "safegusrds." (The
draft of tﬁe Resolutions Committee did not contein a
specific provision to this effect, although it was
provided for indirectly by the principle to broaden
the scope of the Joint Advisory Committee to include
all matters dealt with by this Conference. )

Under no circumstances shall public school mremises be
made avalleble during school hours for religious wore
¢hip, meetings, or educations In communities where
public school premises are mede available to clvic
groups out side the school system after school hours,
they shall be mede evailable to religious groups on the
same basis as to other groupss (In the draft of the
Resolutions Committee, the two sentences of this reso=
lution were treansposeds Other revisions made by the
Conference were the addition of the words after

school hours" and a substitution of the wo;ds “religious
groups" which read "denominational groupe“ in ;he

-~ s |

original draft,

We oppose all governmental aig to parochial or other

privete schools, whether Jewish, Protestant onr Catholie,

such ag:
a) Outright subsidies
b) Bus transportation
¢) Text books amd other supplies




(Changes from the originel draft are the addition of tye
words "and other supplies after "text books" K and the
additién of the words and other private schools after

-~

the word 'parochiel".)

The Joint Advisory Committee shall include in its program
of study a comtimuing examination into the problems of
religion in publicly supported institutioms of higher ede
ucations (In the original drgft the statement read “publp

-

institutions of higher educations' )

-~

We look with concern upon proposals for the integration of
religion into the public school programe The Joint Advisory
Committee will continue to study all programs end proposals
in this regarde. (no change)

We oppose the observence of religious festivals in the publie
sehodls, We recommend further consideration end study of the
presentation of the religious practices of the various groups
és part of the program of intercultursl educaton. (The
Resolutions Committee had suggested 3 alternative proposals?
a) in opposition to religious festivals b) in opposition to
religious festivals, but calling for the inclusion of season-
al festivals of other faiths where the practice of holding
observances 1s firmly esteblished e) opposing sectarian obe
servances, but looking with favor upon Joint observances as

part of the intercultural educetion programe




The scope of the Joint Advisory Committee shall be bpoade
ened to include all maﬁters dealt with in the course of

this conferences (It was the clear understanding that

the Joint Advisory Cogmittee 1s to have the same authority

in the broadened areas which was granted to it in the

matter of religious instructions






