
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         21            7           455 
 
 

Central Conference of American Rabbis, Synagogue Council of 
America, 1947. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IIBJl>RANDtll 

'1'0: Rabbi■ l1P1 111 •• I■i-ael Ooldllan and Abba Bllle 1 Silver 

PROII: Rabbi Am-on OphlP 
s-,nagoga Counoil or Aaarl• 
91 ft, a■hingt.on A•••• KYC 

Pebz-u&l"J 10, 19 ff 

About, two 19az-■ ago, at, t,he reque ■t. ot the B' na1 B 1?-lth, 
whloh z,m■ the hoapit.&l in Denver, the SJllago~e Counoll ot A erloa 
undenook to i,repaN an oolltpiindlmn' ot pr-aye-a to be u■ed b7 an4 
toi- Jewi ■b pat.lent ■ in ho ■pitala, 'l'h1e otlon ••• unanimoul7 
app~ved b7 the delegate■ and the matePial ••• oolleoted and prepared 
und r the edltwllhlp ot a Coaa1ttee appointed by the S7nagogua 
Couno11 and oone1■t.1ng ot Rabbi llax Al's\, Qiairman an! Rabbi■ 
David•• Sola Pool and Bemard Beaber r. 

Thia book, tor whloh t.bere 1■ an 1n02'eaaing demand, pal'tioularl7 
1n vet.•~an• ho■p1tal■, 1■ now ready tor publloat1on and the t,en 
baa been apprond b7 t.he 87naaosue ooum11. 

At, tbe la■t DlN\ing ot th SJ'nagog111 Oounoll, tbl Exeuot1v• 
Committee waa aut.hor1Nd t.o prooeed •1th the pd>lloat,ton ot the bOok 
after Noe1vlng ti. ~PPl'OVal tor pelloat1on ot the ,..e■lden\■ ot 
om- N.bbl m.o oom t, lt, \Mtnoie •• 

lJJlle •• we mar ti-o■ 7011 to the oon\r~ b7 •Nh let,, we ■ball 
■■line that ,ou appro.e t-hl■ projen. 



• 

February 21, 1947 

Rabbi Abron Opher, 
Synagogue Council ot rica, 
91 Ft. aahington Ave., 
Ne York, N.Y. 

.. 
y dear Rabbi Ophera 

Rep]Jing to your letter ot Febru&r.f 10 - the Litur ic 1 
Comaittee or the CC.AR considered the contents ot y ur memoran wra 
requ sting ~l'lliaaion tr the yn gogue Council to is ue book of 
devotion tor use 1n ho•~i la etc. The Comaittee voted to rove 
thia epeoitic service, with the etinite underst ding that thia 
approval does not mean pproval to the S g ue Council to issue 
liturgical aerri.cea in the tuture. The• m era ot the colDllittea 
hold atrong re1ervation1 on the subject. 

1th best shes, I remain 

Ver , sincerely your1, 

AHSaBI 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: Presidents of the six constituencies of 
the Synagogue Council ot Atmrica 

FROM: Rabbi 'Ahron Opher 
91 Ft. Washington Ave., 
New York 32, N. Y. 

June 19, 194'7 

I am sending you herewith the statement of principles on Religlon and tbe Public Schools adopted at the last joint con­ference of the Synagogue Council and the NCRAC. 

This stat~ment is of course only a recommendation by the conference to the constituencies of the two sponsoring agencies and only when the constituencies adopt it may the statement be regarded as the position or the Synagogue Council and the NCRAC. 
Since nany or our constituencies are holding conventions in the next couple of weeks, I am sending the statement to you novr so that you may present it to the appropriate committee or your organization for discussion and action. 

I would appreciate it very much if you will advise me ot the action of yow.~ organization as soon as action 1st ken in order that the Synagogue Council nay know of the position to take. 

In acting upon the statement, it is not necessar to d1scu s the phraseology or the details. All we need is the approval of each of the principles enunciated. 



" 

STATll1mNT OF PRINCIPLES ON RELIGION AND THE 

PUBLIC SCHOOL 

• 1. The American den oc1 atic s-ystem is founded upon etl 1ce.l and 
moral conce t de1, ed from the great religion or mankind. 
The preservation and fostering or these concepts are 

essential to the fullest realiz tion or the A~rice.n id al; 
and the gro th and development or religion as a majo for e 
in American life can contribute the mo t to that re 11za­

t1o • Bo ever, the American ideal in its broade t ense 
requires that the maint nance and furtht,t•ance of re igio _ 
be the ~epons1b111ty or the church, th a n gue. and the 
no , and not or the public echool syste1 

2. Religion has al ay been and co tin s to e the central co e 
or Jewi h life. Tbe Jew1 sh co nity or Americ, in its 
cone rn ove certain secular! to tendencies 1n American 

life, calls upon the leading religious 01gan1zat1ors oral 
faith to begin at once to plan for a national pro ram ot 
religious re-awakening. 

3. At the same time, this conference reaffirm tba position 
enunci ted in the joint resolution on religious instruc 1 
and the public schools of the Symgogue Council r£' Ame:ric a 
and the NCRAC again t the ut1lizat1o in any nanne, ot the 
t1n1e, tao111t1 s, personnel, or the f'urxls of the public­

aohool system ro religious purposes. Therefore, we oppose 
all religious manifestation and forms 1n tbe pu.blic 

el mentary and bisi schools including (Note: Changes made 



• 

by the Conference were to eliminate the word "secta ie.n 
practice" and to subst tute nreligio s forms and manifesta­
tions." Thew rds nro11ms am manifestations" were suggest­
ions made at the Conference and are not neces arily final. 
Choice of f' 1rs. 1 ,rords was left to · the Resolutions Committee): 

a) The ·r a 1r. or recitation or pra ers enerally 
(Note: Change made by the Conferen~e were to b oaden 
this item to include all prayers. It 1s fo1 the 
Resolutions Conunittee to decide or the "Lord' Pra 
shall be mentioned in this item.) 

b) The ead1ng or the Bibl (no change) 
•> Th di t1 butio of Bib lea or relig1 ou tracts 

(no change) 

d) The singing or religious hy s (no change) 
e) The granting or school credits for religious study 

(no change) 

t) Tm wearing of any t e or clerical garb by public­
school teacher on school premi es (no change) 

g) Tbe holding or public school classes on the premises 
of religious institutions lno change) 

The two •sateguards• incorporated in the t1rst draft were 
eliminated by the Conference after a full discussion Mnd a 
vot • 

On a motion by Art Rosenbaum, on the be.sis of the close 
vote, the Conterence approved the inclusion in the state. 
ment ot principles ot the statement ot position on the 
•aategue.rd " by the American Jew1 eh Conm1ttee end the 
American Jewish Congr ss. 

" 



4. Tbe Conference voted authority to the Joint dvisory 
Committ e to consult with local commun1tie on looal 
problems in this field, including •safeguards." (The 
draft ot the Resolutions Co:mni~ttee did not contain a 
specific provision to tbis effect, although it was 
provided tor indirectly by the principle to broad n 
the scope of the Joint Advi ory Committee to include 
all matters dealt with by this Conference.) 

5. Under no circmnstances shall pu.blic schoo1 ·i:remi e be 
made available during school hours tor religious wor­
ship, meetings, or education. In corrtJnUnities where 
pu lie school prerni es are made ava1lab e to oivtc 

groups outside the school syste ~tter school hours• 
they shall be made availabl to :religious groups on the 
same basis as to othe group• (In the dratt of the 
Resolutions Committee, the two sentences ot this reso­
lution were transposed. Other ev1s1ons made by the 
Conterence were the addition or the words uatte 

• ~ u eobool hours and a substitution ot the words rel1g1ou 
• - • u ~ groups Which read deno~~nat1onal groups in the .... ..., 

original dratt. 

6e We oppose all governmental aid to parochial or other 
private school, whether Jewish, Protestant or Catholic, 
such as: 

a) Outright subs1d1 a 

b) Bus tramportation 

o) Text books am other auppl1ea 



• 

(Changes from the original draft are the addition of tse 
words •and other supplies• after •text books"• and the ... ... 

II addition of the ords "and other private schools after 
II Q ) the word parochial • 
.... 

7. The Joint dvisory Connnittee shall include in its program 
or study a continuing examination into the problems of 
religion in pUblicly supported ins ti tutiom of higher ed­
ucation. (In the original dr,ft the statement read npUbl~ 
institutions of higher education.u) 

.... 

a. e look with concern upon propo als for the integration or 
religion into the public school program. The Joint ~dv1sor7 
Committee will continue to study all Pr gram and propo als 
in this regard. (no change) 

9. We oppose the observance of religious festive.ls in the public 
sehodls. We r conurend further consider tion and study of tbe 
pneentation of the religious practices of the v ariou.s groups 
as part of the program or 1nteroulture.l educatbn. (Ttie 
Resolutions Committee had suggested 3 alternativ pro 
a) in opposition to religious re tivals b) in opposition to 
relig1ou te~t1vals, but calling for the inclusion of season­
al r st1vals or other ta1ths where the practice of holding 

observances is firmly established c) opposing sectarian ob­
servances, but looking with favor uwn joint observances as 
part or the intercultural education program. 

"· 



10. The scope or the Joint Advisory 0onmdttee shall be bDDad­

ened to include all matters dealt with in the course or 

thi conference. (It was the clear understanding that 

tbe Joint Advisory Coijmittee is to have the same authorit~ 

in the broadened areas which was granted to it in the 

matter or religious instruction. 




