
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         21            7           456 
 
 

Central Conference of American Rabbis, "T," "U," "V," and "W", 
1946-1947. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• President 
RABBI DR. LEO BAECK 

,I Field Secretory for the U.S.A. 
1,,,- RABBI DAVID H. WICE 

Honorable Secretory 
THE HON. LILY H. MONTAGU, 0.8.E., J.P. 

The Red Lodge, 51 Palace Court, 
London, W. 2 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Clevelam 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Temple B'noi Jeshurun 
17 Waverly Avenue 
Newark 3, N. J. 

July 1, 1946 

I was delighted to be at the conference and to mve had 
the opportunity to slloare 1n the exper 1ence. 

Lily Montagu has asked for the names of four who shall be 
placed on the Governing Board of the World union to repre­
sent the c.c.A.R. I would appreciate maring .from you as· 
to these appointments prior to my departure for London on 
the 21st, if this is possible. May I suggest that these 
four shall be yourself, as President of the Conference and 
1n all likelihood to be renamed Vice-President of tb3 World 
Union, Alan oreen of Houston, "Babe" Glazer of Detro it, and 
myself. 

With fondest personal greetings to you and your dear ones, 
I am 

Fraternally and faithfully yours, 

~ 
DHW:FC 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: Union of American Hebrew Congregations ... Central Conference of Ameri~on Rabbis . , . Notional 
Federation of Temple Brotherhoods .. . Notional Federation of Temple Sisterhoods ... National Federation of Temple Youth. 

AUSTRALIA : Temple Beth Israel, Melbourne ... Temple Emanuel, Sydney. 
DANZIG : Vereinigung fur Religios-Liberoles Judentum. 
ENGLAND: Union of Liberal and Progressive Synagogues ... West London Synagogue ... North Western Reform Synagogue. 
FRANCE : Union Liberole Israelite de Paris 
GERMANY: Vereinigung fuer das Religios-Liberole Judentum . . . Vereinigung der Liberalen Robbiner Deutsch lands. 
HOLLAND : Verbond van Liberoole- religeuse Joden in Nederland .. . The Hogue and Amsterdam. 
INDIA : Jewish Religious Union, Bombay. 
SOUTH AFRICA: South African Union for Progressive Judaism ... Johannesburg, Cape Town and Springs. 
SOUTH AMERICA : Culto Israelite de Belgrano, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 



Sept•ber 18, 1141 

Rabbi DaYS.4 H. Wioe 
l? ayerl7 AYenu.e 
.... rk, s, •. ,. 

ar Coll•• • a 

I bave 7011r awan4ma or the lath, 4 • oop7 ot 

1mr lett r to Rabbi 8 lver. 

I am att-a1d· our tr1en4 L117 1• miataktm about our 

not hav1n 1d. our 4ue • ~ Au ltor• Report eho 
ohlak tor 500. aoh y r sent o orld Union. 

tJnle ot ooure Re r dr th o eek• aD1 rsol1a 
414 not ad th•• Bow er, a1n theJ do not app r 

1n the llat ot out t 1ng obeo 1n U- Au 1tor'• 
R port, t 7 t .., paaa throuGh the ank. 
I think ah• ba l»tter aheak with the Treuurer ~ 

the o,..i Union. 

A• aocn • I get the chance I will ke up a bundle 
or booka and ••114 th to mr, an4 aenl 11\lab Yearbook• 

•• we oan •PIM• 

W1tb belt W1•he• tor a biafJ)J flfl Y .. r, I rem 1n 

Oord1allJ 7cura, 

Iaaao . MaraueoD 
Adalnlatrat1Ye learetarr 

1•a co• Dr. Abba B1llel 11Ter 



Dear Colleague: 

JACOB J'. WEINSTEIN 

K. A. H. TEMPLE 

CHICAGO 

November 5th, 1946 
RABBI'S STUDY 

920 E. :SOTH BT. 

Mr. D niel Fox, a Member of our Di~cussion 
Group, lately hns become much concerned with the fact 
that Reform Judaism seems to be u riwilling to conduct an 
active campaign for converts. He feels that our attitude 
is one of discouragement to the r;entil~ who seeks fellow­
ship with us. Vfhile he apprecia tes the fact that we a.re 
tolerant enouc·h to be) ieve t~t there are rrany pathways 
to salvation and that the righteous gentile is entitled 
to a place in the world to come, he believes that th is 
tolerance does not justify our inertness in regard to 
proselyting. He, a very thoughtful and quite successful 
busines man, believes tm.t an active missionary Movement 
in Reform Juda.ism would not only win many non-Jews to our 
faith, but would be a rm1ch more effective vray of o.nsvrering 
otr detractors than all the apologetics of the anti­
defv.?rt3.tion societies. 

I would like to have your renction to h is 
thoucht. /hat is the official Reform attitude toward 
potential converts who come to us and tow rd active 
proselyting. I th ink tha t t his subject deserves e. place 
on the a genda of both the Uni on and the CCAP . I enclose 
the statement on this subject ~iven by l~. Fox in the 
course of one of our TeI'lple discuss ion ho rs. 

abbi Abba Hillol Silver 
The Temple 

Very 

I 

East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 



NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BoARD 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF YMHA's, YWHA', and JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS 
MEMBER OF THE UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. (U. S. 0.) 

Office ol the President 

• FRANK L. WEIL 
60 East 42nd Street 
New York 17, N. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, 
East 105th street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6 Ohio . 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 8, 19+6. 

.As the time approaches for the appointment of members to CANRA, 
I am writing to ask each of the rabbinic bodies represented on 
the Committee to submit their nominations for appointment. At 
the same time would you also indicate the names of prospective 
alternates to be appointed. CANRA is made up of seven members 
and two alternates from each of the three rabbinic bodies. 

I would appreciate receiving the nominations of the Central 
Conference of .American Rabbis at your convenience during the 
course of this month. 

With all good wishes, I am, 



Rabbi J cob J. einstein 
K •• • t•ple 
920 E. 5oth Street 
Chicago, Ill. 

lly dear P'rienda 

lovember ll, 1946 

Thank you for your kind letter ot No ember 5 hich I 
read 1th a re t de 1 of interest. It interest ou to 
kn th t bbi D vid ,ice raised this i ~sue t t e last e ting 
ot the Executive ot the CC in Ci..,cinnati d informed ua 
th t Dr. Baack had spoken ot this ver th t the recent eeting 
ot the orld Union. 

You a1 ht be intere1ted in corresponding 1th D vid 
ice, and the two ot you, perhai>a with BM11ber er ho is inter steel 

in the aubject, a.nd who h • written on it, mi ht evolYe aoae 
id•• to present to the next meeting ot the Executive. It 1a 
certainly a subject deaenin ot serioua tho ht. 

ISaBlC 
Eno. 

1th all good ishes, I rem in 

ost cordially yours, 



MINUTES OF THE SEC}ND SESSION 
WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF REFORM RABBIS 

Those Present: 

Morton A. Bauman, Hollywood 
Samuel Chomsky, Westwood 
Jehudah Cohen, Los Angeles 
Maxwell Dubin, Los Angeles 
No~man Feldhym, San Bernadine 
A~olph Fink, Spokane 
Iser Freund, San Jose 
Joseph Gitin, Berkely 
Morris Goldstein, San Francisco 
Sidney Goldstein, North Hollywood 
Leonard Greenberg, Los Angeles 
Jacob Halevi, Los Angeles 
Joseph Gumbiner, Tucson 
Bernard Harrison, Westwood 
Joseph Jasin, Los Angeles 
Maurice Kleinberg, Santa Monica 
A. L. Krohn, Phoenix 
Raphael Levine, Seattle 
Edgar Magnin, Los Angeles 
Harry Merfeld, Los Angeles 
Max Merr~tt, Los Angeles 
Max Nussbaum, Hollywood 
Wendell A. Phillips, El Paso 
William Rosenblatt, Los Angeles 
Solomon Starrels, Albuquerque 
William Stern, Oakland 
Alfred Wolf, Los Angeles 

Cards of regret on inability to attend were received from: 

Rudolph I. Coffee, San Francisco 
L. Elliot Grafman, ~ong Beach 
David Greenberg, Fresno 
Henry Rabin, Los Angeles 
Bernard Rosenberg, Tacoma 

Letters of regret were received from: 

Harvey Franklin, Long Beach 
Irving Hausman, Sacramento 
J. Aaron Levy, Stockton 
Irving F. Reichert, San Francisco 
Bernard Zieger, Riverside 
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The first session of the Second Annual Meeting of the Associa­
tion was called to order at 10:30 A.M. on Tuesday, December 24, 
1946 at the Wilshire Blvd. Temple, Los Angeles. President Raphael 
Levine presided. Rabbi Iser Freund delivered the invocation. 

Minutes of the preceding session were read and approved. Cor­
rection was made that William Stern was among the hosts who enter­
tained the visiting rabbis and their wives. 

The constitution was read. Joseph Gumbiner moved the amending 
of the second paragraph of the constitution to include the phrase, 
"as set forth through the policies of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis." Motion carried unanimously. 

Max Dubin moved the further admendment of this paragraph to in­
clude: "All activities will be correlated with activities and 
existing committees of the Central Conference." Motion carried 
unanimously. 

By these admendments paragraph two of the constitution now 
reads as follows: 

"II. Purpose: To further coopera t ion among its members and 
to advance the program of Reform Judaism as set forth 
through the nolicies of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis. All activities will be correlated 
with activities and existing com~ittees of the Central 
Conference." 

Morris Goldstein presented a preliminary committee report on 
Lectures. 

William Stern presented a preliminary committee report on In­
stitutes on Judaism. 

A. L. Krohn presented a preliminary committee report on Re­
ligious Education. 

Detailed discussion of the reports was postponed until the 
next day. 

Alfred Wolf, executive director, western Regional Office, 
U.A.H.c., spoke on "The Synagogue Finds Its Place." 

The discussion on this presentation evoked the criticism that 
there were too many individual drives on behalf of Reform Jewish 
institutions which were confusing to the laity. The cnairman 
appointed Max Dubin and Adolph Fink to frame a statement embracing 
the sentiments expressed. The following statement was presented 
to the meeting: 

The Western Association of Reform Rabbis in meet­
ing assembled in Los Angeles on December 24, 1946, 
is of the opinion that the present budgets of the 
several national agencies of Reform Judaism are 

• 
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inadequate in meeting the total needs of an ex­
panding Reform Jewish movement, and that the 
methods of financing these ag8ncies are inef­
fective, undignified and confusing and result 
in resistQnce to contributions on the part of 
the membership of our congregations. 

We therefore recommenrl that a careful re-study 
be made of the needs and fund-raising methods of 
all Reform Jewish bodies, the Union of American 
Hebrew C0ngregations, thG Hebrew Union College, 
the C.CoA.R. Pension Fund, the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism, the Jewish Chautr1.uqua Society, 
and their capital fund needs and that the required 
funds be raised annually through a single, well 
planned national campaign. 

To such a national unified campaign we pledge 
our unqualified support and cooperation in our 
communities. 

The recommendation was passed unanimously and the secretary was 
instructed to forward same to the President of the Central Confer­
ence -of American Rabbis and to send a carbon copy to the executive 
director of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

All members of the Association were the luncheon guests of the 
Wilshire Blvd. Temple. 

Afternoon Session. 
Rabbi Rudolph Lupo, executive director of Release Time Activi­

ties, Bureau of Jewish Education, spoke on: "Release Time in the 
Public Schools: How it Works." 

The discussion thereafter dealt fully with all aspects of the 
release time program in its relation to the Jewish Community. 

Rabbi Jehudah Cohen, Pacific Regional Director of B'nai B'rith 
Hillel Foundations spoke on: "What Hillel Offers Temple Youth Who 
Contemplate University Attendance ." He asked that Hillel direct­
ors be notified by congregational rabbis when students are coming 
to a particular campus. In turn it was requested that Hillel dir­
ectors notify rabbis of congregations when students return to their 
homes from the university. 

Mr. Julius Samson, Assistant executive director, B'nai B'rith 
Youth Organization, spoke on: The B.B.Y.O. Program: Is there 
Competition with the Synagogue Program? 
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The address and the discussion brought out the points that there 
was no spirit of competition between the BBYO and the synagogue pro­
gram. There was plenty of room for the activities of both~ 

In the evening all members of the Association and their wives 
were dinner guests of Dr. and Mrs. Max Nussbaum. 

Wednesday, Decemter 25, 1946. 

The mesti_ng was called to order at 10:15 A.M. at the Chapman 
Park Hotel. Rabbi Joseph Jasin delivered the invocation. 

There was a more detailed discussion of Committee reports. 

In discussing Lectures Morris Goldstein pointed out the diffi­
culty of arranging a coordinated program for speakers to move from 
community to community in order to minitr.ize traveling expenses for 
all. Furthermore, most good speakers from the East demand much 
larger honorariums than the congregations are prepared to pay. It 
was suggested that the idea of bringing out Eastern speakers be 
abandoned and that the membership depend upon talent both lay and 
rabbinical which can be found upon the west coast. Alfred Wolf 
volunteered to line up a series of speakers. Morris Goldstein was 
appointed as chairman of the Lectures committee for the ensuing 
year with Alfred Wolf and Joseph Jasin as committee members. 

This Committee was instructed to become the clearing house for 
speakers that might be available, with special reference to the 
needs of the smaller communities -- especially to include talent 
which is to be found in our own communities. March 21-22 was set 
for a rabbinic tour in commemoration of Founder's Day. 

William Stern reported in detail his difficulties in making 
arrangements with the Hebrew Union College for an extended tour for 
a professor for College Institutes. A similar suggestion was made 
to utilize West Coast rabbis for community Institutes without re­
sorting necessarily to an HUC professor. It was agreed that these 
Institutes were to be implemented in April and May of 1947. 

There was a detailed discussion of the religious education re­
port given by A. L. Krohn. The group attending expressed the senti­
ment that not enough time was being devoted to the problems of re­
ligious education. 

Considerable discussion was devoted to the advisibility and 
the advantages of developing a Jewish Youth Camp along the pattern 
of the ·Methodist and other Christian denominational youth camps 
that have been carried on for the past several years. It was 
moved, seconded, and passed, that a committee be appointed to ex­
plore the possibilities for a site for a youth camp for this 
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summer (1947). Iser Freund was appointed chairman of this commit­
tee. President Levine indicaten that he would assume responsibility 
for implementing this project aud enlr-l:rging this committee as soon 
as there was something definite to work on. 

The ~fternoon and evening were free. 

Thursday, December 26, 1946. 

The meeting was called to order at 10:15 A.M. at the Wilshire 
Blvd. Temple. Rabbi Sol Starrels delivered the invocation. Dis­
cussion was continued on the committee reports which had been de­
liberated upon the preceding day. Max Dubin made the following 
motion! If we fail to make arrangements for an experimental youth 
group camp for ourselves this summer, that we seek some arrangement 
with a Quaker or Methodist group. 

The officers of the AssociQtion were un~nimously re-elected for 
the ensuing year. 

It was unanimously ngreed that the next conference of the As­
sociation was to take plJce in Los Angeles on December 17, 18, 19 
of 1947. 

The Conference then heard an address by Mr. Meyer Fichman, 
Executive Director of the Los Angele s Jewish Community Center As­
sociation. He spoke on the subject: "Is there a Relationship or 
Conflict between the Synagogue and the Comn1uni ty Center?" 

The talk and the extended discussion were most illuminating. 

The afternoon session commenced with n discussion of the 
agenda for next year. It was suggested th~t Leo Gallin, executive 
secr etary of the Los Angeles Jewish Council be invited to discuss 
the general problem of the Community Council. Max Nussbaum sug­
gested that Gallin speak on the subject: · "Is there a Possibility 
of a Kehila Development on the American Scene?" 

It was agreed that an entire day be devoted to the subject of 
religious education. Morton Bauman, Max Dubin, Iser Freund, and 
A. L. Krohn are to participate in a symposium on religious edu­
cation. 

There is also to be a discussion on: Wh~t can we do to im­
prove the service? 

I. From the point of view of the prayer book 
II. From the point of view of the Festivals 

An entire afternoon is to be devoted to this subject. Opinion 
~ ·~~ expressed thnt these Conferences should also contain in them 
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a paper on a scholarly subject. Sol Starrels was invited and 
accepted the invitation to read the first of such papers. He will 
discuss, "Judaism and Other Religions." 

The Conference adjourned at 3:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Morton A. Bauman 
Secretary 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ -

FinancG Report 
as of 

February 6, 1947 

Receipts: 
Dues Received from 32 Members 

Total Receipts 

Expenditures: 
Stationery - 8/22/46 
To Temple Israel for Postage, 

Telegrams, etc. - 2/1/47 
Stationery - 2/5/47 

Total Expenditures 

Balance, Cash on Hand 

9.01 

25.00 
13.39 

96.00 

4z.4o 

$48.60 



EMANUEL 
TEMPLE * * CENTER 

BB44 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 

BRAD8HAW 2·1605 

BEVERLY HILLS, C ALIF', 

CRIC■TVIICW 5·614'9 

CHARLES W . BAKER 
PRESIDENT 

HENRY SEIDEN 
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

A, L. LEVIN 
SECOND VICE:·PRES ID CN 1 

SAM SPRECHER 
TREABURER 

HARRY GROMAN 
■ l:CRETARY 

* 
BOARD OF' 
DIRECTORS 

HARRY ADELSON 

HARRY ARKIN 

CHARLES W. BAKER 

SOL BLOOM 

MAXF'I ELD COHEN 

OANICL E. COHN 

JOSEPH E. COHN 

P HILIP EISENORATH 

A . S. EPGTEI N 

M ICHAEL F'RISCH 

GEORGE G. F'YNE 

SAMUEL GERSMAN 

SEYMOUR GOLD 

M ORRIS GLUCK 

HARRY GROMAN 

NAT HALPERN 

JACK ISRAEL 

JOS. R. LAZARUS 

RALPH P. LEVEY 

A. L, LEVIN 

I. S. LEVINE 

ABEL PEARLMAN 

LESTER N. RIVKIN 

MAX ROS EN BER C3 

M. L . SANDLER 

HCNRY SEIDEN 

SAM SPRECHER 

JACOB STUCHEN 

ABE TISHKOFF 

* 
BERNARD LAVEN 

PRES. MCN' B CLU 

M RS. SUSAN GOLD 
"RC■ , ■ l ■TCRHDDD 

* 
PABT 

PRESIDENTS 

SEYMOUR GOLD 

R ALPH P. LEVEY 

F . S. MYER 

MOSE L. SANDLER 

* 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

HAROLD f"RIED MAN 

llay 16th, I947 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Preaident 

E RN EST R . T RATTNER, RABBI 

RES. 10700 WELLWDRTH AVIC . TICL PHDNE 

LD ■ ANGELES 24 BRIGHTON 0 • 46 59 

Central Centerenoe •t A■erican Rabbi• 

lly dear Silver: 

Rabbi Iaaao llarouaen, Admin1■trat1v• Seeretary t 
the COAR wr•t• to•• that th• reaaon I••• 4en1el 
ad■1■ a1on int• the Centereno• laat year waa because 
• beoau•• I 414 n t have a ••■1oba tr ■ a •r•oegnized 
authority". 

Ky ••■ioha, dated tr m Jun• 1925, ••• given t •• 
by no le•• an autherity than Rabbi Sol ■•n ••=••• 
apiritual Leader t th• •••tern Jewish Inatitute, a Loa 
Angele• erganization. Aa tr Rabbi Heohea, I wiah to 
atat• that he••• born in Jeruaal•■ and erdained there in 
I9I0. He 1• a 4eaoen ant et Rabbi EllJah Gan ot Vilna. 
I attach heret• a bictgraphioal atat•m•nt et Rabbi 
Nech••' career taken ireoti, tr•■ Vel VIII t the Univer 
aal Jewish Enoy.Bea14•• being a 4iatingu1abed Rabbi 
anl Leader et the Weatern Jewish Inatitut• he 1• ala• 
the author et aeveral booka in the field et Bible an4 
Talaut. 

Having ebtaine4 117 ••■ioha tr•■ Rabbi Sol ■on Beoh•• 
in June 1925, I••• n• reuen why Id net ■•rit the 
Executive B arl'• recegnition -- unl••• et o•ur•• Rabbi 
Heoh•• 1•, in the word• ot llarou■ n, •n•t a auttioient 
autherity, 

.... 
rer your intor■ati n, I took it upon ■yael.f t• 

oanvu• the ep1n1 na t ■•■ber• t th• hecutive 
0•■■1tt•• -- Freeh r, KeD4elaebn, Bl .. , Phillipa, 
and Egela n beoauae th••• are the ■en I kn w. I••• 
•••••hat aurpr1ae4, to aay the leaat, to reat thea. 
varying atate■ent•• I aaked a Tery ai■pl• queati ns 
WHAT DOD or doea not "00!BTITUTE A UOCXIRIZID AUTH<mITr"T 

It 1a b'Yioua that 1t I &11 4•n1•4 a4■1••1•n in\e 
the OOAR beoau•• leoh•• 1• n ta reoegnised au\berity 
than I think that •• a o lleagu• that hu 'been 1n the 
rabbinate t•r 'Z7 1•ar• that I ■•r1t an anawer t• ■1 
queat1en. D•n't 1 t 



• 

Dr. AH Silver 
COAR P• 2 

The purpo■• of this letter 1• to aak fr•■ the 
COAR a clear-cut atatement aa t• what oonatitut•• a 
reoegnized autherity? Then when I have auoh a atate■ent 
I oan preoee4 intelligently. If I need additienal qual1f1oat1•m 
then I will ■oat naturally g• after th•■· But a• ■attera 
n•• atan4 I a■ in the dark~•• to apeak, beouaae I don't 
know what are the law■ , rules, and regulat1•n• that aurround 
th• 4eter■1nat1en. 

With ■any thank■ tor your k1n4 attention t• thia 
requeat, believe ■• to be, 

Copy to Karouaon 



II y l2, 1947 

Rabbi Ern_ ·t R. Trattner 
u 1 Temple enter 

44 ilshire Blvd. 
Bev rl Hill, lif. 

d r Rabbi Tr ttnera 

?ermit e to ck.no . I 
of ur etter of 1. 
tot. attention of the~ 
in ontre 1 n t onth. 

eceipt 
rin it 

·t e ts 

V r cor i • lly ... ours, 




