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PROCEEDIXGS 

The fifly-sen.nlh annual convention of the Central Confer
ence of American Rabbis was held in Chicago, Ill., June 25 to 
June 30, 1946. The headquarter of the ronYenlion was at the 

herman Hotel, where most of the sessions were held. 
The opening session ·was called lo order at the Covenant 

Club on Tuesday eYening, June 25, at eight o'clock by the 
President, Rabbi Abba Hillel SilvEr, The Opening Prayer wa. 
delivered by Rabbi Joseph Rauch. Greetings were extended 
en behalf of the Chicago Rabbinical Asi-oc:iation by Rabbi 
~amuel 11. Blumenfield and on behalf of the Chicago Federa
tion of Reform Synagogues by :\Ir. amue] Ka~seJ. The re
~ponse was given by the \ Tice-President of the Conference, 
Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman. 

The :\Ies. age of the President \\ a~ read by Rabbi Abba Hillel 
ilver and upon motion was refurcd to the Committee on Presi

dent's !\lessage. Kaddish in memory of the members who died 
during the year and the clo~ing prayPr \\-·ere offered by Rabbi 
l\1ax C. Currick. 

The Conference adjourned. 

The Conferenc:e rea~sembled at none-thirty A. :'.1., at thl! 
~herman Hotel. with the President in the Chair. 

The Openin~ Prayer was delivered by Rabbi :Martin l\1. 
Perley. 

The following 227 delt.>gates ngisten .. •d pre::-enf during the 
Convention: 
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Appel, Ernst 
Appelbaum, Saul B. 
Applebaum, 11orton M. 
Baron, Joseph Louis 
Bergman, Leo A. 
Berkowitz, Henry J. 
Berman, Morton M. 
Bettan, Israel 
Bilgray, Albert T. 
Binstock, Louis 
Blachschleger, Eugene 
Block, Lawrence A. 
Bloom, Herbert I. 
Bloom, Mauriee J. 
Blumenfield, Samuel .M. 
Bookstaber, Philip D. 
Braude, ·wmiam G. 
Braunstein, Baruch 
Brav, Stanley R. 
Brickner, Barnett R. 
Cashdan, Louis J. 
Cedarbaum, David I. 
Cohn, Morton J. 
Cohon, Samuel S. 
Cook, Samuel 
Cronbach, Abraham 
Currick, Max C. 
Davis, Daniel L. 
Diamond, orman H. 
Doppelt, Frederick A. 
Dreyfus, A. Stanley 
Drooz, Herbert E. 
Egelson, Louis I. 
Eisendrath, Maurice N". 
Essrig, Harry 
.Ettelson, Harry " ·· 
Falk, Gustave F. 
Fein berg, A hraham L. 
Fein berg, Adolph J. 
Feinsilver, Alexander 
Feinstein, Abraham 
Feldman, Abraham J. 
Fierman, ~forton C. 
Fine, Ah-in I. 
Fineberg, Abba M. 
Folkman, Jerome D. 
Fox, G. George 
Fram, Leon 
Frankel, Philip 
Franzblau, Abraham N. 
Freehof, olomon B. 
Friedman, . .\lfred L. 
Friedman, Benjamin 
Friedman, Kewton J. 
Fri ch, Ephraim 
Gamoran, Emanuel 
Gerstenf eld, X orman 
Gittelsohn, Roland B. 
Glazer, B. Benedirt 
Goldburg, Ariel L. 
Goldhurg, Norman 1. 
Goldman, Albert A. 
Goldstein, ... idney I. 
Goodman, Abram Y. 
Gordon, Julius 
Gordon. amuel H. 
Gorin, Paul 
Granison. Abram l\1. 
Green, Alan •. 
Gruber, Da\ id . 
Gruen, !\\.an J. 
Gumbiner, Jo ·eph II. 
Gup, amuel 11. 
Gutmann. Julius K. 
Halevi. Jacob L. 
Harrison. Bt-rnard 
Hausman. Irving 1. 
Heller. Jam<•s G. 
Herbst, Solomon 
Hertz, Richard ' . 
Hirschberg, Abram 
Hirsch berg, Harris 
Isserman, Ferdinand .M. 
Jacobs, Sidney J . 
Josephson, Loui A. 
Jo pe, Alfred 
Kaber, Nathan 
Kaelter, \Y. 
Kahn, Robert I. 
Kamerling, Aaron M. 
Kaplan, Harry 
Klein, Joseph 
Klein berg, Maurice> S. 
Landau, ~Io~es 
Landman, Solomo11 
Latz, Charil'~ B . 
l.. (kowitz. DaYid. ~r. 
L fkowitz, Davicl, .Jr. 
L('fkowit z. Sid ll('Y M. 
Leibert. ,Julius.\ . 
LPipziger, Emil \V. 
L('ly\·t1!<1 , ~\ rthur ,J. 
L<'Y, Ary h 
LP\'Cll ~on, ,J o s Pph 
L ,,·ey, Irving 1\1.' 
L •vt>~·. ~am!:-on 
Lc•\·in, H N chPl 
LPvinsun, Burton E. 
Lt•\·inson. J ost>ph 
Le,·y, Felix A. 
Lc.•wis, Al hert l\1. 
Lh:htenb •rg. Leo 
Licbnrman. George B. 
Liebman, Joshua L. 
Lorge, Ern!:it. ~1. 
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Lovitt, Meyer 
Luchs, Alvin S . 
. Mann, Louis L. 
l\1arcus, Jacob R. 
Marcuson, Isaac E. 
Mark, Julius 
Marx, Meyer H. 
Melamed, Irving M. 
Mendelsohn, S. Felix 
Miller, Meyer 
Morgenstern, Julian 
N'arot, Joseph 
-ode!, Julius J. 

Olan, Levi A. 
Opher, Ahron 
Pastor, Harry B. 
Pearlman, David W. 
Pekarsky, Maurice D. 
Peiser, ,valter G. 
Perley, Martin M. 
Philipson, Da\ id 
Phillip , \li'endell A. 
Pilchik, Ely E. 
Plaut, \V. GunthN 
Poli h, David 
Pollack, Herman I. 
Raab, David 
Raisin, Max 
Ranson, ::\1arius 
Rauch, Jo eph 
Regner, Sidney L. 
Reichert, Victor E. 
Reichler, Max 
Richmond, Harry R. 
Richter, Karl 
Ro en, Jerome 
Rosenbaum, Milton 
Rosenhlum. \li illiam F. 
Rost>nthal. Frank F. 
Ro5c1,thal. Rudolph M. 
Rosenzweig, Erraim :M. 
Ro~ , Theodore S. 
Rothschild, Jaeob \I. 
Roth ·tein, Leonard J. 
Ruben tein, Byron T. 
Ru.Jan<lcr, Seh.,yn D. 
Rypins, Frederick I. 
Sack::;, Max\\'ell L. 

ajowitz, "'illimn 
Sandmel, amuel 
Satlow, Lewis 
Schaalman, Herman E. 
Schenk. Emanuel 
._ choenber~er, Da\·in 
Schwartz, .._'amuel 
Schwarz, Jacob D. 
Shankman, Jacob K. 
Shaw. Abraham D. 
Sherman, Stephen 
Rhillman, Samuel R. 
, hulman, Albert :\1. 
• hulman, Charles E. 
Shu terman .... \hraham 
Silberman, Lou H. 
, ilYer, Ahha Hi!lel 
,"ih·er, ~amuel :\1. 
8ih·erman. William R. 
Simon, I\Iey<'r II. 
""inger, Jacob 
... iskin, Edgar E. 
,"moller, I hinca:-
~r ycll' r. Herman E. 
Soskin. ~arnur-1 D. 
~J iC'ehand !Pr, Ezra 
• tarkoff, Btrnard 
... tarrel~ .• olomon E. 
, teinhurh, .\lexandrr A 
."tern, Harry J . 
• teuer, Tlrieh B . 
• till pas:-, Leo J. 
~tone, Earl : . 
.'trauss, Jo::-1.:ph :\1. 
. \\ aren::-ky, .M anfrcd 
Ta,·el, Henry 
Taxay. J. 1Iar:--hall 
Teitelhuam, ~a,mwl ~I. 
Thurman. l\lorde<'ai 
Thurman. ~amm,l 
Tr.1<.·htt•nlwrg. Jo:-hua 
Turitz. Leo E. 
l 1ngcr. ,J,-ronw 
Unger. ~idney E. 
l't::;rhc·n. Jo:-:e11h 
\' o~el,t (•in, ..\I ax 
\YallN. Herbert .' 
\\"ax, Janw;-, A. 
\\'pinher:..,. Dudl<.•y 
\\' einer. Karl 
\\'l·in~tPh, ,Jaeoh J. 
\Veitz. ~lartin 1\1. 
\Verner. Eric 
"'iee, David H. 
\Viener. Tlworlon• 
\Yitt, Louis 
" ' olf, .\lfre(l 
Wolf, StdnPy 
\\'olk, , armwl 
YoungHI! an, Louis ~f. 
Zeiger, B( mar 
/.cl lin, I. aiah 
7f rm, Ed ,·arc! 
/1 oin, Gt>orj:!P 
Zit•lonl a, Dadd L. 
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:\h:c:.aw~ nf Vl'l'(.'lin•r;.. \\{'J'l• l"f '( 'C'iVC'd from I{abl,is n f'rnar<l 

.J H~11Phl rgu·. S: rnw I If. I :~.,·on, Rudolph f. Coffr•p, H('nry 

( ohl'n, l\J • xwcll 11. Dub1n, ,Jos(·ph L. Fink, 1'1aurice Golrlblatt 
Ja<:ob Kit in, :\fax l\far('oby, Ec~gar S. Magnin, Harry J. Mar~ 
goltR, Isral'l L l\1allurk, and Stephen S. Wise. 

A verbal report of 1 he President was presenled by Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver. 

The reporl of the Administralive Secretary was read by 
Rabbi Isaac E. l\1arcuson. 

REPORT OF THE ADMIKISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

To (1,c Cenlral Confcro1rc oj .4mr-rican Rllbbis, 

COLLEAGUES: 

Your Administrative ~ecretary begs leave to submit, the following 

report of the action of the Executive Board on the various matters 

brought before it and for which it requests your approval: 

Meetings. Four mef>tings have been held since the last Con

vention: Atlantic City, N. J., June :ti, 1945; Cincinnati, Ohio, 

October 9, 19-15; Cincinnati, Ohio, March .1, 1946; Chicago, Ill., 
June ~5, 1946. 

Jewish Cultural Work. Rabbi Braucle sugge3te:l a plan for 

raising money to carry on cultural work in the name of the Con

ference. It \.\a::; moved and adopted that the Program Committee 

shall consider the advisab;lity of a paper on cultural work which 

the Conference might undertake in which Rabbi Braude's proposal 

shall he presentPrl to the members for consideration. 

Children's Haggaddah: A letter was read from Mrs. Sheldon 

Blank asking the Conference to publish a children's Hagaddah 

which she had prepared and which had been distributed in mimeo

graphed form. It was moved and adopted that it was the opinion 

of the ExecutiYe Board that the Sedar is a service for adults and 

children -and that the Union Hagaddah fills every need for such a 

service, and ther~ is no place for a child's Hagaddah in the ritual. 

The Secretary was instructed to notify Mrs. Blank that there was 

no possible objection to the book being published rr:vately as a 

hcok for children. 
Contemporaneous History. The recommendations contained in 

the report of the Committee on Contemporaneous History were 

read and discussed. Recommendation I asked that the Conference 

petition the USSR to revoke Jaws forbidding religious instruction. 

_It being the gennal impre sion that the laws forbidding religious 

instruction had already been revoked, it was moved and adopted 

that action be postponed until the Execative Board should ascertain 

the facts about the situation. Recommendation IT: that the Con

ference shall send Rabbis to serve in reorganized comtllullities in 

Europe. It was moYerl and adopted that Miss Montagu be asked 

what the "-orld Union is doing to meet th is problem so that the 

Conference can cooperate with the \Vorld Union. 

Public Affairs. The recommendation of the Committee on 

Public Affairs that an institute on religion and democracy shall 

be held at one of the seminarie was consiciered. It was moved and 

adopted that the Secretary shall ascertain from the Chairman of 

the committee how much sueh an institute would cost, and report 

back to the Executive Board. 
Placement Committee. The motion that the Emergency Place

ment Committee shall continue to function to fill t.he need of placing 

returning chaplains but that t!ie general Placement Committee 

shall be reorganized er a<'th·ate,l, was taken up for consideration. 

It was moYed and adopted that a committee of from fh-e to sc,·en 

shall he appointed by the Pre3idcnt to continue the study of the 

feasibility of a permanent Placement Committee and report to the 

next convention. 
Emergency Placeme!'lt C:>mmittee . The re(1ue-:;t_ of the Emer

gency Placement Committee for a paid secretary was taken up 

for consideration. It was m,n-ed an 1 adopte~l that the committee 

sha11 ascertain whether onP of the retired rahhis could not be in

terested to undertake this work. Since it was reporte 1 that the 

chaplains would be released gradually, the Emergency Placement 

Committee was a~ked to study the need~ further and report to the 

Executive Board. 
Church and State. It was moYerl and adopted that the Com

mittee on Church and ~tate b(• ask1=>d to prepare !eafletc:; or bookletc; 

containing information about religiou, instruction in the public 

schools for wide cHstrihution, and these leaflets be ~uhmitted to 

the ExC'cuti\·e Bc~Hd br apprc,·al hefore puhliration. 

Committees on Ceremonies, !v!usic, Liturgy. On account of the 

statement contained in the report of the Committee on Synagog 

... Iusic that the Committee on Ceremonies had published a Kicl<lush 

serYice without consulting the Commit tee on Synagog Music, the 

ExecutiYe Board suggested that it probably would be well fer the 

Chairmen of the Committee on Ceremonies, 1f usic and Liturgy 

to meet once a year and consider any conflicti~g plans which the 

Committe<'S l.a\·e under consideration. The President of the Con

ference wa authorized to appoint one of the three chairmen to 

call the meeting. 
Music for Volume II, Newly Revised. The Committee on Syn

agog . Iu1-ic was instructed to go ahead and prepare music for the 

places in \'olume II newly revised \\ hich are not coYered by the 

music in the nion Hymnal. and when the task is ccmpleted, it 

shall be referred to the Exeeuti,·e Board for publication. 

Justice and Peace. The reque:5t of the Commission on Justice 

and Peace for a full time exe~mi,·e secretary was referred to the 

Octoher meeting of the ExecutiYe Board. In the meantime it was 

suggestt>d that the chairman explore the possibility of the Brother

hood and the l ·nion cooperating in such an enterprise. 

Referring to the action of the Conference that a different type 

of report ~hall he ~ent in by the Commission. It was mo,·ed and 

adopted that the Commi:::,ion shall prepare a full report without 

recommendation. whil'h ~hall l;e ~ent to the members of the Con

ference one month h~fore the com·ention. That a short report 

tou<'hing on t\\O or thr£>e outswnding eYent~ within the proYince 

of this Comrni~:-,ion to~etlwr with recommendations shall be pre

pared to bC' prec:en~ed to the Com·en tion fo:- adoption. A copy of 

this n•pon ::-Lall be in the hands of t 1C' nwm 1>£>:-s of the E.·eeuti,·c 

Board one month h.:fon• the Com cntion. 
That thC' !-tatt"ment of the Cornmi:-:,ion on Race- R(,ialions shall 

be printEd in tlw Yearbook this yPar but thi,-, :-hall not hr, int1:>rpreted 

a g a standing practh:;e for the future. 
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Jomt Commission on Music. The recommendation of the Com

mittee on Synagog A<'tivitic>s asking for a Joint Commission on 

Musi<' \Hls disrus<::cd. It "a~ moved and arlopted that it is the 

opinion of the I<.; ·ccut ive Board that there is no need of a Joint 

Commis~ion on Music; that with the exception of the services for 

small choirs conta;ned in the 'linion Hymnal the Conference does 

not publ_ish music. Further action was postponed until October. 

Conscientious Objectors. A letter was read from Rabbi 

L~lyveld st_ati~g that ~he ~ ociety of F;-iends who had been working 

with consc1ent10us ob;ectors during the war had incurred an ex

pense amounting to about $3000.00 in caring for Jewish Conscien

tious Objectot·s and asking the Conference for a"sistance in paying 

this amount. It was movrd and adoptecl that the secretary shall 

communicate with Rabbi C'urrick and ascertain whether it would 

not be well to consult the J\VB and B'nai B'rith and see if they 

would not be willing to off er some assistance in meeting this ob

ligation. 

Committee on Committees. It was moved and adopted that 

the President shall appoint a Committee on Committees consisting 

of three memhers of the Executive Board who shall prepare a list 

of Standing Committees for the coming year and present these rec

ommendations to the Octoher meeting of the Board. The President 

shall also n2.me a committee to meel with a committee of the Union 

to fill Commission vacancies. 

Telegram on Palestine. A telegram was read from Dr. Stephen 

S. \Vise. Chairman of the American Zionist Emergency Council, 

asking that a telegram be sent to the President of the United States 

urging action in favor of a Jewish commonwealth. It was moved 

and adopted that the President shall prepare a reply within the 

limits of the resolution presf'nted by the Committee on Contempo

raneous History urging free immigration and the abrogation of the 

White Paper. 
Union-Conference Book Concern. The recommendation of the 

President that a committee be appointed b explore the possibilities 

of a Union-Conference Book Concern, was discussed and a com

mittee consisting of Rabbis Freehof, Maicuson and Gup, was ap

pointed to consi<l~r the advisability of such an enterprise to report 

to the October meeting of the Executive Board. 

Resolution in Memory of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. The 

secretary was instructed to haYe the resolution in memory of Mr. 

Roose,·elt as presented by the Committee on President's Message 

engrossed and, after it was signed by the President and Past-Presi

dent, it is to be forwarded to Mrs. Roosevelt. It was suggested 

that the 'l"nion might be able to have the rPsolution engrossed. 

Union-Ccnference Pension Fund. It was reported that the 

l.:'nion had appropriated the sum of $2:500.00 in addition to its 

fixed contribution to the Pension Fund. There was a difference 

of opinion as to whether this $:?500.00 represented a gift to the 

Pension Fund or was a part of a pledge which had been made by 

1'-fr. Adolph Rosenberg that the Union would relieve the Conference 

of its obligation to pay into the Pension Fund $;i000.00 a year as 

soon as the Union \\.·as financially able to do so. It was moved and 

adopted that the Pre·ident of the Conference shall discuss foe 

matter with Mr. Rosenberg and find out from him just what the 

intent of the l:nion was. 
Budget. Rabbi Regner pre~ente:1 the budget for the coming 

year. It was moved and adopted that .,':!300.00 be allowed for the 

Union-Conference Pension Fund and that .'~500.00 be placed m 

the Contingent Fund to co,·er the poc;sibility of the necessity of 

paying the full ... jQ00.00 to the Pen:-ion Fund. 

Paris Synagog. It "·as mO\·ed and adopted that the sum of 

.. ~50.00 be sent to the World t: nion for thl' purpo e of re. toring 

the Reform Synagog in Paris, and that . liss l\1ontagu be asked to 

inform the Executi,·e Board how much they are attempting to 

raise and how much will be needed for the re toration work. 

Committee on Time and Place. The !'resident was authorized 

to appoint a committee of three on Time and Place for the next 

com·ention. 
Board of Governors, Hebrew Union College. Dr. ::\forgenstern, 

the Pre-ident of the Ht:C', presented a request of the Board of 

GoYernors that the ('(' AR di"continue naming representatives on 

the Board of Go, enwr • when the tc,rms of the present members 

c>xpire, and allow the Board of Governors to nam~ its own members 

up to the limit allow( cl hy bw. It was movNI and adopted that 

the Executi,·e Boarcl hall recei,·e the information and transmit it 

to the Conference with the recommendation that we accede to the 

request of the Board of Governors and do not appoint representa

tiYes when the terms of our present repre entath-e expire. 

Program. It was moved and adopted that Pa1)bi Feldman 

shall be Chairman of the Program Committee for the next con

Yention and that Rabbis Polish and Braude shall cooperate ,,:ith 

him preparing suggc•sted programs for the next corH"ention. The 

Committee to report to the (ktolwr meeting of the Executi,·e 

Board. 
Synagogue Council Survey. The President ,va authorized to 

appoint a committee to sun·ey the work of the Synagogue Council 

as recommended in the President's 2\1 essage. 

Kaplan Prayer Bo('k. RaLhi Freehof wa:,; in~trurted to prepare 

a resolution condE:mnin~ the action of a group of rabbi of the .\gudat 

Harabbanim who accnrding to the accounts whieh have appeared 

in the press ex-communicatecl Dr .. lordecai Kaplan and burned 

a copy of his newly i:-;sued Prayer Book. _After the resolu+-ion of 

Rabbi Fre<.>hof is approved hy the President it shall be given out 

to the press. 
The f ol11)wing re~olution was adopted: 

The Central Conference of .\merican Rabbis through its Execu

ti\'e Board c>xpres,es it~ stronge-:.t condemnation of the act of a 

group of rabbi· who reeunly excommunicated Dr. Mordecai :\1. 

Kaplan for publi-..hing a modernized prayPrhook and who publicly 

burned the book which they ('ornlemnNI. 

This ~hocking action ,·iolatt>.; the \'ery ~pirit of freedom of thought 

and the wlNance \\'hich we C'h~·ri,l1 in ot•r country. It is an ex

pression of bigotry. \\"ithmn takirw '-idt•s in thL' tlwologic issues 

in,· IY<.><l. we nC'\·erthele,, JllU~t eond► nm unresern1dly the revival 

of met'in·a· ac <: c.f 1:xc :nmunic .. tion an<l boo'· burning. 

"\\ hen some r:ihh's, who ~rt• out of tu'll'h wi h th{' mor~L'rn spirit, 

in lu ._e fiem ,;el\-L·" in s•1~i out~rown practi~e , tht>y make them

&eh·Ps 1·itlic.:ul u.,; a~ I im;,air th~ good nam2 of the entire rabbinate. 
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Dues of Ch:i hirs. '1111· Truumr(lr \\HS inst rurtNI to hegin 

hilling mcml,' s w 1 > h·1d ht>Pn l'haphins and wer in 1•o nsequencP. 

e.wmpt from d11Jc;, from tlw tinw ur their rPturn to civilian lifo, 

nncl to inelu ll' any ,!U(: \\ hich tlwy O\\ I'd before <'11tf'ring I he chap
lainc,v. 

Publicati ns. The Ch·1irman of tlw Commit tPP on Publication 

was aut horizc>cl to rP r'1 t :.!:-,.ooo copi0s 1 ,1iou PrayN Book, Vol. 

JI, 11£'\\ly n•,i<, I· i 10 e 1p'p \'ol. IL rt>gu lnr; :.!0,0(l(i c·opiPs Pnion 

I'rayer B 10k \'< 11. r. n •\\ I\ • ., ; P,l. .\I t< r t hi.· prmt ing of \ olumc 

I I, unrevi nd , i. < xliaust, cl , tlwrL' \\ ill l>P 110 more• printing of this 
volume. 

Rabbi_'s Manual. Tlw Pn•siclent was authorized to appoint 

a comm1tte,, to r,1 over 1:1e R:tbhi's l\Ianual and see if it should 

b~ revi: d hpfc,re a new prii,t in~ i:.; authorized. The C'hairman of 

the former <·om mitt e~ which prepared the manual, Rabbi Samuel 

S. C'ohon, was to he a nwmber of the committee. 

Year Book. The Fxecutive Boatd approver! the contract of 

the Je" ish Publication 8oC'iety for printing the 19,15 Year Book. 

Relief and Subvention. Rabbi Margolis reported for the Com

miltee on Relief and Sulwention. He stated that Rabbis Magnes 

and ·Glueck protr..,te<l again~t the action of the Executive Board 

jn discontinuing the payment of $70.00 a month for the care of 

Rabbi Frie<l in a prh·ate sanatarium which payment was to cease 

at the end of this ~·ear. A motion to continue the payments was 

lost. The committee was ur~ed to speak to Rabbi Glueck and see 

whether so:ne arrangement cannot be made in Palestine to care 

for Rabbi Fried. 

Pension Board. The se~retary pre.senteri a resolution pre

pared by Rabbi Zepin for t.he appointment of a Conference Com

mittee on Im·estments to become part of a Joint Committee on 

Investments with the Union to handle the funds of the Pension 

Board. The following resolution was a<lopted: 

Resoh·ed: 

1. A commil tee, to be known as the Committee on Investment 
of the Capital Pension Fund of the Central Conference c,f 
American Rabbi·. is hereby created. It shall consist of three 
members, who neeJ not be members of the Conference Exe~u
tive Board. The members of the Committee shall consist of 
Rabbis Zepin, Gup and Margolis. They shall hold office during 
the pleasure of the Executive Board of the Conference. In 
the event of Yacancies at times when the Executive Board 
is not in session, the Pre ident of the Conference is authorized 
to make interim appointments. 

2. Such committee> shall associate itself with a corresponding 
Committee of the L'nion of American Hebrew Congregations 
in charge of the Capital Pension Funds of the Union of Amer
ican Hebrew Congregations. This joint committee on Invest
ment of Pension Funds is authorized to ha,·e the charge and 

• custody of all im·e tments and assets in the Funds with full 
power from time to time to purchase securities for said Funds 
and to sell same. 

3. The Joint Committee may make rules for the performance 
of its duties, including the delegation to two or more of its 
members of authority to have acces • to any safe deposit box 
in which Eecurities in the Funds may be held. Upon the or
ganization of the Joint Committee on Investment of Pension 
Funds. the officers of the Centi'al Conference of American 
Rabbis are authorized to transfer the securities segregated for 
the Pension Fund to this Joint Corr.n,ittee on Investment of 
Pension Funds. 

Rabbis Zepm, Cup and 1argolis were named as the Conference 

Committee on Im estments. 
The Pension Board was instructed to ascertain whether it would 

he better to bond the memher.s who will handle the funds or to 

engage the sen·ires of a bank to a('.t as custodian. 

Subvention. The Committee on Sub ention, askerl that the 

amount ,..,hich it would be authori1.ed to spend for Subvention be 

increased to . 1;;00. to rover certain applications for subventions 

which it has received. The treasurei· was requested to send to the 

president and vice-pre~iden~ a <:tatcment of receipts and expendi

tures of the Relief and , uhvention Fund and to \\ h0m and for 

,vhat purpo e the various allotments were made. 

Volume of Essays in Honer of Dr. Baeck. The chairman 

presented a letter from Dr. Gin.:her~ asking whl'ther the Confer

ence would join in publication 1)f a ,·olume of ec;<:avs honoring Dr. 

Baeck. It was moved and adopte l l l1at the chairm tn he authorized 

to notify Dr. Ginsberg that the Conference would be plea<;e•l to 

be associate:! in the publication of .:;u~h a volum1 and will a ~sume 

its proportionate hare of the expt'nses incurre'l. 

Solicitation of Funds. Rah bi F<.•lchnan reported that he had 

received a letter fro:11 Rabbi ..,hu:,;terman. chairman of Committee 

on Solicitation of Funds for Relief and Sub\·ention calling attention 

to the trend which had dP\'elopr,l in se~ur~n'.{ these funds from 

,velfare Funds instea<l of by direct appeals to congrE>gations. Rabhi 

Feldman 5'tate·l that hP had studied the n·pl)rts of the Ja..;t ten years 

and finds that there has been a matPrial trend in this <lirection 

and that the amrurts thu. recei,·t"c: Wf>re t·ontinually diminishing. 

After a long dLc..!ssion the pre. ident suggested that the chairman 

of the committee be instructed to write to the members of the 

Conference that it wa~ the opinion of the Exe~utive Board that 

this trend was unfortunate for the Fund. That the maintenance 

of the Relief and Subvention Fund wa.;; an obligation of the Reform 

Congregations and the money should not be se~urcd from the gen

c-ral community fund. That evPn though the other win~s of Judaism 

ask the Jewish Community \\'plfa::-e Boa: ,ls to contribute monc>y 

to their educational in~titution-... it was felt that this was an obliga

tion whic·h the RPform 1ongregatinn~ ,h ulcl LP a..;ked to per:::onally 

maintain and that contrihutiot!s shoulll J.e solic-ite.1 directly from 

the congregati,,11..;. 

Pension Beard. Rabbi Abraham Feldman wa;:; clectc·d for a 

tC'rm of three years on the I't>n~ion Board in place of Rab hi AbJ.a 

Hillel ~ilver who a-: J>re-=ident cf tlw Conference become· an ex

dlicio mC'mher. Habh! Emil Leiµzigt-r ,,·a.· elPl'te<l fur three years 

to ~ucrecd himself. 
Paris Synagog. The secretary reported that l:e had written 

to ~l iss ~lontagu of the Yfcrld l.;nion informing her that the Con

ference had contributed tent a' h ely the ~um of $~.i0.00 for the 

1 epair of damage to the Pari . ..; :y1 agog and asking just how much 

damage had hee1, done and \\ hat plan:s \\'ere in progres for the 

repairs on the Synagog. He stated that Mi.:;s ~lontagu had replied 

that the plan \\ere rather indefinite and it was mon~d and adopted 

that the Conference should do nothing more until we hear definitely 

from ~liEs ).lontagu ju t what amount the " 'oriel l'ni0n was at

tempting to ra:se. 
Boy Sccuts cf America. .\ l tter was receiYe<l frc m the Boy 

:,:<'outs of Am rica caliin~ nt t~nticn to t •1e fac:t that ibhh, . \ hachtcl 

\\ho was one oi our rE'pr\'-<'lltat'n,, on the Board of d1° J ._,_,· :::icot,t.:;, 

had n,o\'c,I from. ·c \ York c:1y. a 1d a,!dni.; \\hethn we c·{H1ld not 

name a r .";H·e:,en• a h· • wh, livn I n •:uer ~ tJ.W Y,,r'L Ra~>hi .\ryeh 

Lev was appoint d to :.,t:en·L·d Hahhi Scha lnel. 
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Amcric"n Friends Service C~rnmittee. A l..t t er was read from 
tilt' .\mc>ti1 ,lll l'riuH' f'pn ice> f'o•nmittcl', calling altP11tion to the 
sums of m 11 :v \',h; ·h th ), 11.1 ! pail out f r the c·n.rc of ConPcientious 
ObjpC'tor. among- \\ h >m \\ t>re about :JO .JP\\ i.,h men. At the Post

Conf<'rcncP r <"'lltiYC' Boar i me tini it had lieen s11•~geste,I that 
the ,J\\'B h uhl L a ·l,L,l ton 1cl rn rit,. th<> expen. es of the Jewish 
men a<; a lt•~i•imute \\at obl"~•.1ti m. ~:ome of our rc>prcsPntatiYl'S on 
CA . TH.\ r/>por C'd that thc> matlC' • had b£'<.>n t]i..,cu'>..~Pd hut no definite 
eo11clusion had bPen rC',1rhcd. It \\ as mon~d and a,lopt ed that our 
rPprPsentatiH'H on r \. ·n.A should hi> aslwd to r<•,,pPn the question 
lwfo11• that hurly an;l try t.> ban'• a rcsc,lutlon pa,sE.•11 ur~ing tlw 

J \VB to I ay the l''{pen '('S of l he .Jewish ('onscien t ious Objectors 
,, ho \\'Pre uem~ ('are l for by t!w .\.meric:rn Fril•111l~ St>rvi('e Com
mittee. It ,,a tlw oninon of the l~xf'cutiv.? Boar,! that our rep

rf"Sl'ntath(:s should b" tol I tnat they should vote favorably on 
sueh a r • lut ion an I ,,h ml l re,, 1rt bal"k to t l1e ne ·t Confen•nce. 

Aid to Chapl::>ins. 'J h<' l'1 ('Si lPnt rrportt-d l hat h,, and the 
heads of tlw oh r ra 1 h"nicul bodi;,s had tak<•n up with the J\VB 
tlw qur !,on of Pid to C'I a I: ·m. durinv tlw interim bet.ween their 
r(•l<>a <' from rmli Pry N\ ·ec> and until thP ti111e lhat they could 
Fl'CUrc• a position. If, ~ a•, d ti at it, ,,as made> <·iPar that the assist

ann• .should I " th1w1,J1 t l:P rab!ii11i1·al organizations to whom the 
JWB should ,!iYc funds for this purpose. 

Necrolcgy. It was mm·ed an,l adopted that in the future the 

necrology prepare,] b:v the Committee on Contemporaneous History 

shall he mimeographed and sent out to the m0mbers before Yorn 
Kippur. 

Time and Place of Next Convention. A committee consisting 

of Rabbis 'Wice, Margolis and Feldman, was named to secure a 

place for the next conYention, preferably the seashore and the date 

date June ~5, 1945 was tentatin:ly fixed for the beginning of the 
con\·ention. 

Amendment to the Cc;istitution. The amendment to the Con

stitution which \\'as offered at the last convention w.as discussed. 

It was moved and adopted that the ExecutiYe Board approves 

of the addition of two mcmhers to the Executive Board, one of 

whom sl~all be a past prC'sident and the other shall be the immediate 
past prcsiden t. 

Program. Rabbi Feldman, Chairman of the Committee on 

Program, reported on su~grsted programs for the next convention. 

Song Book. Rabbi Singer reported on plans for a proposed 

rnng book. Dr. Gamoran read an outline of the proposed song 

book, and a lengthy discussion fcliowed which showed that the 
committee misunderstood what was wanted and their proposed 

song book seemingly was in conflict with the Union Hymnal pub

lished by the Conference. It was moved an<l adopted that the 

Committee on Synagog Music should consider the advisability of 

reYising the 'C'nion Hymnal by omitting some of the hymns now 

contained in it and by adding such othar material as the committee 
might suggest and to report to the next convention. 

Pension Fund. J.,,Jr. Adolph Rosenberg made a statement in 
regard to the ~~:500.00 giYen to the Joint Pension Fund of the Con

ference an!'! Union. He stated that this was an additional contribu

tion on the part of the ·nion to help build up the Pension Fund, 

and he thou~ht the Conference should continue to pay the $3000.00 
it had promised so long as it could aff orcl to do so. It was moved 

and arlopt~d that the Conference shall pay to the Pension Fund 
~~500.00 anrl av·ai.t deYelopmcnts. 

The following resolution was adopted: 
Supplementary Agreement, made th~s 9th day of October, 

1945, between the Central Conferenre of American Rabbis (here
inafter referred to as the "Conference" and the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations (hereinafter referred to as the "Union") 

"~itnec::seth: 
'Whereas, as the parties hereto entered jnto an agreement, dated 

us of the t we•1ty-first day of June, 19 t 1, establishing a Pension 
Plan for Rabbis in which the SP.Yent h paragraJ,h of Section :3 of 

Article III reads as follows: 

"as of any subsequent anni\ er:~a.ry date of an initial policy, 
increased retirement pen ·ions may be rro"urNl <including life 
insurance protection, ii the participant is in~t1 rable), provided 
the additional guaranteed monthly pen ·ion so purchased shall 
not be le-:s than Ten Dollars l:"10.) . The premium cost shall 
be paid entirely by the parti<"ipant an<l his employer in pro
portions agreed upon them." 

and 
"Whereas. it is now de. irerl that the pr wi~ion be mo•lified sv as 

to eliminate the rc•striction that su~h a<!dit'onal co\·erage may J1e 

procured only as of suhserjuN1t anniv r:,a:-y dat£1s of initial policies. 

_. ""ow, therefore, in cons!<l2ration of the prem:ses, the partic • 

agree as follows: 
1. The snid par~graph of the ~u,r<•"m"nt . dat<'d the twenty-fir.._t 

day of June, H,..t-!c, is hereby anwndecl by elimin:ain~ ~he ,.,ords 

"As of any subsequent anni\·er~~iry clatt· of an initial policy", and 

<•apitalizing the word "iner.?asc<l'" .,;o t:i:it the said pa:-agraph shall 

read as follow_· : 

"Inrreac:-ed retirem nt J ei.sion, may bt> proeurecl (inc:luding 
life insurance pruteetin:1, if I Le p,1rti1·i;.>ant i., insurab]e) pro
\·ided that a !di ional ~uaramee·l mon hly µen::-ion so pur
rha~ed ~hall not be lefs th:111 T<>n Dc,!iars :·10). The premi:.im 
rost shall be J)aid entirely by the participant and his employer 
in proportions agreed upon hy th<?m." 

~- The foregoin1-; ame:1dn'elll ~;mil be ileeme,I to haYe Leen ef
fcc·tin? as of and from said twe!lty-tic--t day of June. rn-t-L 

:L In all otllPr respcet-:. the said agreement elate,{ a" of the twenty
fi r~t day c ~ .1 t ne, rn 1-L ~hall contiuue in ft!ll forre a:ul efTPL: t. 

IN WIT~L.::;s " TilEREOr, the partie:: ha•:e e::--:eeute1l this agree

ment the day and year fir::;t aho\'e writ ten. 

THE CE~Tn \L Co~FEHE:-:CE OF .b1ERIC.\ .• R.\UBIS 

(signed) By ABBA HILLl:L IL\°ER 

J.>re:::iclt Ill 

Attest: 
tsigned) ls\ \ C: E. :\I \RCli~OX 

St ·n·fary 

(signed) By 

Atte:t: 
(sig1wd 

. \ DOLl'H HosE:-;-BEH(; 

! 1rc.·idt ,it 

L<)l" I I. EGEI.~O'\ 

. \dm "ni.·'ral i c Su·rtl iru 

Resolution on Conditions in World Jew~-y. Rahbi 1Iarcus read 

a re·, i!ution on conclitions in world Jewry. Ilabbi Silver objected 
to certain phra.:.e::: in the resolution and it was mon!'l and adopted 

that R~bbi, ~il\'er and :\larcu, shall meet and ugr._.e upnn a wording 
of the re olution sati::-.factory to both. The resolution praised Pres
ident Truman·, action in reqll'-'"ling the Briti,!1 g \·ernment to 

permit one Inn ire l thou nncl ci~pla\!e,l Jews to ~ > to Palestine 
and calln,I upon Grea Britain to abro"ate the poliey of the White 
Pan<>r of 1939 an! to open the rl.>or· oi I1ale,,.tine to di...;pJaceil Jew.). 

Commi tee A!)pD:ntments. The Committee on 'ommission;; 
~• I the Com nittee 0:1 Committees r µJne l li,ts of Conuni::,.-;ion 

and Comm·•t· " app 1i 1:m~:1 .... f 1r th" y1_;ai. \\hich w"'re aJopted 

by th,, Exec 1 in\ B :ml. 
Committees of Confcrc:i~e. lt \\,1. m 1,·t? l an l a lopti>J that 

the Pie3ident s'rnH app..:int a c-,mmitte~ to make a st·Hly of all 
Com111i ·<;ions an l C'.)mmit~e , of the Conr .rence . n 1 their functions 

and rop~rt to the E: .::.1tiYe B,.m:· I. 
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Joint Comm; ~i ns on Soehl Justice. It was mo, "d and 

adoptC'd tlu.t the> r1 h· 11 :1 > wint a romrnitt<•e> to mPet ,\ith 

a similar c mn i t l f ti l \II(' to tudy the acl\-isabilily of a 

Joint ( on mi ·m1 on .'orhl Ju tiC"P. 
Judaism in Ru ia. It , a,; mon•d and adopted that the Syn

:igogup (' 1u11t 1' I•,· lltl'app,int aeommittc>(•tostudythPsitua-

1io11 tn re>i a I to till' It ·1 ·l 1·1 of rt Ii 10n in l{u~!'.ia. 

Social Justi"c ln~ft• te. Hal hi ls c rman r<'qrn•c; l('cl a grant 

nf ;...-,00.00 to d f 1y I h f'X , n £ of an In t it11tP on l{:l('e Rt>lations 

to heh Id in t \\ \ n I- <'1ty in the> llPXt fc•w months. It wast 10Yed 

and adoptPd that Hahhi I . Pm ~n shall he informed that he should 

lake this mattPr up wit h tlw l're.:;ide:it of thP Conference and give 

to the Presidpnt <lct,tils of purpo.:3c for which the money is needed 

and if the I>1e ident is satif<fiecl with the use to which the money 

is to he put lw is authorized l let lhe Commission have the money . 

Dr. Morgenstern. A me3<,agc of sym,Jathy wag sent, to Dr. 

Moq~en-;tern who wa~ i!I, with th" sincere hape of the Executive 

Board for his speedy recrn·ery. 

Salo Baron. The Secretat"y read letter.3 from Dr. Salo Baron 

and Elliot E. Cohen, c,litor of the Commentary, explaining that 

the failure to ~i,·e cre:lit to the CC.AR for the paper Spiritual Re

construction of the Jews in Europe in Comm 11taru. was due to an 

rror and that the omission was corrected in the second printing. 

Save Europe Now. The Secretary presented a letter calling 

attention to the fact that an or~a!'li,i:ation called "Save Europe 

Now" was using the name of the CC \.R without authority. The 

Secretary was instructed to notify them t~ please discontinue using 

the name of the Conference. 

Anti-Semitic Letter. The Secretary presented a letter issued 

by some anti-s(mitic organization and sign~d CCAR. He reported 

that he had taken the matter up with the postal inspector and the 

inspectors asked that we try to get hold of an envelope carrying 

one of these letters through the mail. Mem hers of the Executive 

Board were urgetl to be on the lookout and try to secure one of 

the envelope~. 

Federation of American Scientists. Rabbi Folkman presented 

a resolution asking the coopC'a1tion of the Conference on behalf 

of the Federation of Ameriran Scienfo:ti:; in their effort to control 

the atomic bomb. It was me\ ec-l and adopted that the matter be 

referred to a committee of three who were instructed to make a 

study of the nature and c:;et-up of the organi:.rntion and to bring 

in a report at the June meeting of the ExecutiYe Board. 

Justice and Peace. Rabbi Is.serman app~ared before the Ex

ecutive Board in regard to a poll or members which he had taken 

in regard to Compulsory l\Iilitary Training in Peace. It was moved 

and adopted that no commit tee of the Conference shall take a poll 

of the members on any subject without first getting the consent, of 

the ExecutiYe Board, hut that the chairman was authorized to 

state that no action of the Conference had ever bc0 n taken on the 

subject but that the poll of th{' members showed certain results. 

Chaplaincy Committee. Rr..bbi3 Brickner and Egelson were 

invited to meP.t with the Ex('cutiYe Board to discuss the future 

of the Committee on Chaplainr,y and the r:mergcncy Placement 

Committee. It wa. moved and arloptccl lhat tlie two committees 

shall be merged ind that Rabbi Brickner ~hall act a" chairman of 

the combined commi tPe. It \\'as moYerl an,l adopted that a com

mittee of the C'ombined committee ~hall ftudy rules for the future 

guidance of th" committee in the placem~nt of returning chaj)lains. 

In the filling of Yacant pulpits preferential trf'atment i:;hall be given 

to chaplains. I1abhi Br:d,ner read a letter from Rabbi "'tephen 

\Vise referring to the case of Baruch Brc!Ul15tein. In the letter 

Dr . .. Wise statert that the In:-ititute had neYer acrepted the decisions 

of the Chaplaincy Committee, a5 l!inclin;.{ upon it or its alumni. 

That is to say it never st,bscril)':.cl to the nece:--sity of. ecuring clear

ance from it or for its alumni. The new committee wa • asked to 

draw up rules for the plarin(l' of retnrne~I <'haplains. 

The Chaplaincy Committee ask<>-1 that time he granted at the 

next Conyention for a Chaplai, ry I'rogram. 

Temple Secretaries. A re1 1c ~ ~ "f the ~; a tional .\ sso~i3.tion of 

Temple Secretarie.:; for ,utT:cie .• t:me to pre.;ent a matter before 

the next conn:rti,m , _.as re\~r:-ed to the Program CommitLee. 

Time and Place of .l Text C:mve:-it:on. lbbbi \Vice reporting 

for the Committee on Time and l'la:.; of next ~onYention stated 

that Che!se:1 Hotel. Atlantic Cit·. ha l rhanged hands and that it 

was found to be ii 1po-.,:;ible to carry out the arranc~ements made 

with the old m,magt:m0 nt to meet at ~\tlan ic City in June. The 

committee recommPnde,I that the con\"t'ntion bt• held at the. herman 

Hotel, Chicago, ,font> ~.j :;r and the rt1~om;11enclation was adopteJ. 

P..abbi I'hinea~ S:noller wa:- a ke·l to m:ike the loral arran:;ements 

with the coopcr~:tion of the Ch:cago mc.,mbers. 

Pension B::>ard. The Pen:--ion Boad to whom the Confer

ence vot e<l -~ 1~00.00 to carry on it!- work, reported that it \\'as short 

·~:50-1.7-1 from the pre,·ious yea:. It \\"!l S mo,·ed ancl adopted that 

the sum of S304.7~ be p!aced a t it~ di-.po,al to coyer expenses. 

It \\"as mon:. l and adopte l th·1t the sum of ." 3 D.110 whi<"h had 

been left to the Pension Fand he given to the Capital Fund. 

~ To action was taken on the re·1ue3t of the Pen-,iun Committee 

for the additi•~nnl $~j00.00 the second half of th,,, .. 3000.00 which 

the Conference had been a,kc•i to gixe earh year to the Pension 

Fund. 
Joint Cor..·Jentions. X o at.:tiun wa-; tu ken on th<' request of 

~ome o~ tl.1.· former chaplain that the Conference hold a Joint 

Conn~ntion with the Con;e;en-at!Ye Rabhinieal Or::;anization. 

Mail Votes Approved. The Executive Board approYed the 

following aetion \\ hirh had b .:11 refc:-red to it by mail ,·otP: 

The price of Prayer Book.:; to be incre,1,e·l ~o .' l.'..! i per copy and 

the> Hymn Books to 1.00 per copy. 
That the pension of .\ braham FrePd be eont'inuecl un ii the June 

meeting pending an ('!fort to haYe him admitted to a ,:;:rnitarium. 

That Louis Bin:-to"k he nnmerl n-:; aciing T i'easmer during the 

illness of Rabbi ~ largolis. 
Rabbi Margolis. The E:.eeuti,·e Board reco:de-1 ih regret at 

the illne . .;3 of Rabbi ~far;{olis and the :-;ecr ... tary wa~ instructed to 

write to R::!hbi ::\1argolis expres~i11g hope for his speedy and com

plete reco,·ery. 
Program fer Next Convention. Habbi Feldman r~ad an out

line of the p ·o(Tram for the nex con•:ention and it wa • moYecl and 

adopted th:tt Thur-..day night hall be freed for a meeling of the 

alumni a$Sociation ". Th:,t .'aturday ~iiternoon shall be free and 
1 h .. mu-..ical program s'rnll bf' on ~atu: by night. 

Second Purim. Rabbi \\·itt prc~en,P<l a reque:-t in behalf of 

L1e Co1nmittee on Ceremonies in re~arcl to the e~ abl:-:hment of a 

~econd Pur~m t<, mark the defeat o." fa cism in Europe. It was 

st:ite-l that the fir l urim ,. a· celebrated becau e the ,h:-ws were 

sa·:e l from <l, .5truc: ion •. h"le i 1 the la f ,w :.-ears million::. went 

to t'1eir d ath ~o her ,, a, no cau for rejoicing. 'l'hat as far as 

~ vit·to ·y c l l)ra ion wn • l'onccrn1.: I there WOl!l 110 doubt he a 

gn,1cral a mi tire of p ac0 d'.ly l ab.i'-h<'<l hy the 11~1tions of the 

worlrt \\ hen once tbe peace trcatie;; ',Yere drawn up. The matter 

was ref errc•l b .:!-: to the c nm:.tt te..! fur iurther eon~ideration. 
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Norden Music. 1 }w . t•1•n•t ary pn•sen ted eorre:-pouclPm·t> in 

n •gard to nn:..,ic su~m;t trcl hy .1r. . Liud:-·~,y rordcn to the Con

f(•n llt'e .1 usi(· Cc r, mi• lt>l' and wl•i,•h mu,:;ic· had scPmingly di ·ap

Jl('.In'd, and !\tr .• ·oI<1rn t lainu <l had 1w,·er bc'P!1 r Ptt rned to hirn. 

TheH<'r11ary ,,as intrud<d to notify .lr. ~oi<len that Hahhi 

Jfoll(•r :--tatld that it \\:1s ,t J u~onal mattn t.e1wPe11 liimsc>lf and 

!\tr. i 'ordPn in \\hil·h the Coufon•nce ,,as in no way <'(111cPrn••d. 

Conscienticus Objecto1s. ,\ J._,. ler \\ ·is pn" ·ntPd rrom Rah hi 

EgPlson in rr-gard to 1 hP .J'\Yn t.,1,inr ov rt lw df•bt (1f the A11wri"an 

l'riends ~pn··c·e ( ommitte,• \\ho hacl ht>Pll t aking earP of J<'wish 

Conscl('ntlous Objectors I:, thr- lPtter it was stated that the .J \\ B 

was m ru, po ition to a :-.um,-:, this ohl:gati:>11 but that Mr. Frank L . 

Weil 01Ter11d to 11nderwrit1• .-uoo.OOO and a.-,ked that the ,·arious 

ci de protect he a~ent'i0s u11dC'rwrih• their sh art'. 

Morris Grnff. Th(• Sc ·ri>tary rPp'>rtf•d that )..t ,..1rris (irafT had 

ri\'flll up liis rabhinieal eonnN·tions at>d was 110 l1,11g"r i11 the :t<'tiV(' 

rabbiJia C'. It was I to\·ed :uid ad'lp ed that the S<•~,<•tnr_v shall 

writl' to Rabbi nraff and a k h:m jus1 •,,hat he ~:>:1si,:c•r.~ hi" statu~ 

in t lw rabhi11a11•. 

Committee nn Mus:c, Cer-monies and Liturgy. Halilii F r<:<'lwf 

reported <,n a joint c·ommittC'"' mePtin1~ of the <'iiairmen of the 

Cornmitte, s on ~ynagog 1\1u'-'i(', c1n CPrt mc,uies and o n Liturgy; 

outlining thP lirnih of ti.I' work of Pach committee. 

Owing to tlw fact that <'(•rtain points in the A~rcement rl'specting 

the work of thP Ccmmittrn on Ceremonil's, adopted jointly by 

the CCAR and VAFC in rn:rn, have been called into question, 

particularly as rcg,mfa tb{> relationship of the CC AR committees 

on Liturg-y and on Sy11a~og- l\lu..:;ic to the Committee on Ce:·emonies, 

a meeting of the resJ~e<:ti :e fr.airmen of the~e committees, Rabbis 

Solomon B. FrN•hof, Jacob Singer, and Louis \Vitt, was held in 

Pittsburgh on l\fay 14, HM6, and the foll,)wing declaration of agree

ments was drawn up and will be S'.lbmitted to· the proper authorities 

for ratification. 

S11ggcslld Nc1c Agreement/{ 

A. The Committee on Ceremonies has the right to experiment 

with all ceremonies old and new and 1 o publish descriptions of 

such ceremonies under the following conditions: 

1. The Committee on Ceremonies shall not write prayers, except 
in connection with newly suggested ceremonials. In this task 
the Committee on Liturgy is aYailable for consultation. 

2. No suggested re\"ision of existing CC AR publications may be 
published by the Committee on Ceremonies. HoweYer, the 
Commit tee may suggest anri publish additions of ceremonial 
material to the present publications. 

a. The format of the published ceremony texts shall not be iden-
tical with that of the Union Prayerbook. 

The Committee on Ceremonies may publish musical texts for all 

new ceremonies or rituals. With regard to these new materials, 

the Conference Committee on Synagog ~1usic is available for con

sultation. But the Committee on Ceremonies shall not publish 

music in those fields which belang to the Committee on Synagog 

M usic; namely, music texts for the Prayerbook and hymns for 

congregational and school singing of the type foun .. l in ,the Hymnal. 

(Signed by Solomon B. Freehof, Jacob Singer, and Louis \Vitt ). 

Pension Fund. Rabbi Gup reporte,l for the Pension Fund. 

It was mo\"~d and adopted that the Conference sha11 pay into the 

Pension Fund $2.'>00, and $1000 for administrative cxpensPs. The 

Treasurer was authorized to turn o\·er immediately to the Pension 

Fund all money recei\·ed by the Conference dusignated for that 

purpose; it being understood that any money credited to the Pension 

Fund which normally belonged to the Relief Fund, shall be de:lucted 

from the $2WO. voted to the I'ension Fund. 

P ublications Report. Rabbi l\1arcuson reported for the Pub

lications Committee. Authority was gh·en to print a new edition 

of Volume II, newly revised, immediately sh0ulrl it pro\·e nece:-!:-ary. 

The Chairman \\ as also authorized to prin t a new edition of the 

Rabbi's Manu~l, and in the meantime the Executive Boar,! :-:hall 

raise the qu stion before the Convention as to ,v,1ether or not the 

Rabbi's Manual should be turned O\ er to a committee for revi.:>ion. 

Music for the Prayerbook. The Chairman of tl:e IJublicatirms 

Committee reported that the r.e\\ mu~ic for Volume II, Prayerbook, 

,vas completed and that Rabbi SingPr had promised copies v:ould 

be ready in the next few weeks. 
Paris Synagog. It was mo,·ed ai~d adapkd that the 5:~.)0. 

voted to help restore the libc:al synagog in l'arL., shall be turned 

oYcr to Rabbi \\'ice and Eisen ,Irath, who pl,m 1l1 ,!tlend the Con

ference of the \Yorld Tnion. Jf the work on re-;toring the Paris 

Synagog is procreding, they are autliorizetl to p:1y this amount 

into the fund. If it is not. it i..; to be returned lJ th° Co11fo!·e~1cp 

treasury. It was moved aa<l adopter! th~t the ~:ynag-o6ue Council 

should be as~.ed to approach the Jewish \Yelfare Ilo?rd and a:-.k 

that thev contribute monev for till' reconstructi,m of destMVP'l 
~ . . 

synagogs in Europe. 
Subvention. It was m0,·ed and ndoptt.•<l th. t tile U!:-ual sub

vention which the Confcrcnl'e ha-- b('en aeeu~tomccl to give to the 

Falashas and Hebrew l'ni,·ersity, ~ha!l l)(' paid to those institutions. 

Year Book. It was mo\ <cl ~.nrl a,!opt ,d that Ru libi Isuar E. 

).larcuson shall ~erW! ~-~- Ye .. r Book Ec!itor the c11ming yuir, at. 

the same ccmpen:::.ation. ,rnd tht' contract f<,r print ing the ~' ear 

Book made \\'ith the Jewish l)ubL('ation Society, "as <:on1irm d. 

J oint Ccmmission en Institutes. It was mon~d and adopted 

that the Pre$idr nt £hall name thrc-e repn,3cntati,·es of tlw Con

fere:nce to sen·e on the Joint Committ e cm In:;titute;:;: tlw pr(•i·ent 

appointee::,; to sef\"e for on(!, two ancl three ytars. 

Anti-Ddamation. Herbert I. Bloem a l:t·d f<•r the t·oo;,eration 

of the Confercnl'1c' in the w,,rk that he is undutaking ior the .\nt i

D famation League. 
Western Association of Reform Rabbis. The President read 

~ tdegr:.im and a letter touehir,g on the nev ly orgaJ1ize1i WP:stern 

.\~ ·oeiation of Reform Ral bi-.. It was the fepling of t!1e 12.xccvth·e 

Board tliat they ~h:!11 be n,,t:fie<I th~t the a:=:,ociation shoul<i limiL 

it::- acti'.'iti<.•:5 to region:.!! problems, leaving th0 national and worhl 

problems to the CC.\R: to wiii<:h thP me:1,b{'rs of the \'.es~ern as.~n

ciation belong. Rab hi Fr<'ehof was asked to \HiH• the letter, whi1·h 

the President would ~ign. 
National Federation of Temple Siste:-h')ods. .\. letter .,, as 

read from the X at ion al Federation of Ttmpl~ ~i,~,. erhoocl!-, asking 

the cuoperation of the Conference in its proJ;J,e l campaign for 

fund~ to erect a building c,n the campu~ of tht> Heim.!W l'nion Col

legP, as a home for the l; niun anrl the Sisterhood. I t wa:- mo,·ed 

and adopted that thP Confe,ence \·iews the a•·tii1n of tile ,~bterhoo•l 

sympathc-tically, hut feel~ that it ~houlcl be a j .>int effort of all t,he 

organizations working with the l'nion. 

Rabbi Binstock. The thanks of the Exc•tutiYe Board \\a:- \"Otcd 

to Rabbi Loui~ Binstod-: for taking O\'er the dutie: of the Treasurer 

during the il!ne~s of Rabbi i\fargoli~. 

Members Elected. The following were elected to ml:mbership: 

l\1. . athaniel Ben ion, Sidney H. BMok-:, r:li L. Coop"r. :\.. Stanl0 y 

DrC'~ [us. Floyd ~- FiPrman, .!ulius Fu1!k, R<,hcrt E. Gul,lhurg, 

Jo1.:hua 0. Haberman. l\Jartin I. Hinchin .. idney J. Jaeobs. Jay II. 

Kaufman. :\l r.x Kaufman. Leon Kr,mis!1. .fo:-nph B .. le,·~in._:, Harry 

~1. Orlin.,ky, f'harlr-- ( )zlc r. I':l\"id Raab. Ka.I Ro.-enth:il, William 

,.aj,I\\ itz ... Io:ris .\. Sko:.,. Ezra. picehand!t>r, i-= iah ,.:l,lrliu, ]~ciward 

Zl•rin. 
lt1 ~, cetfully submitt£ ,1. 

I~ ".,\t' I: . . 1 \w·c~o'\, 

Ar n,1, . 'rofit'£ Sffnlary 



.J (I B .,0._!1). c; L. ~ o. -.Frank. 

}) ;~( l '~" 1('. T ( • ,. 'l)).f J. T ISTH \T! \.E 
.'J ('J'J<:TAI{\ ·s ld :f>on T 

Uahbi Jo.-.; , , l • 111 willing to :1ppron• thi ... rq>orl, 
I ut it". ,n~ to o. 't lo l)(• a <"11 11< • in 1h<' lll ;rC' ! ro-
<<.durc•. I 11: \ o1 ._i ·o l'ollow tl1f' • rn.l: ry. l!t· prr-

1 ntcd a n • <, , < 1' , P<•, • •~d r, 111,rl< d < 11 it \'CTY hr"< fly. 
"\• an• no 11' :. J :, ; ,n I o p ts < 11:-.id<. n 1! judgn1E'nl on a gl'c•at 
many of t'1 < I ;g. o h,11,;111 . . 1t i.· ,•II r igl1L to p: ss it thi. 
:,1.ar. hut tic· (,1ftl" .. :<'<. PU."hi lo try to dlv:·p ~,nw m1th11d 
\\h('reh~ a l\•pJrt of th;~. n:1l we ,.ould lJ, in the lu,nch, of tl:c 

1 i f • • r • I' rn(m.> .. •r~ >C "l'C' 1l 1s o! .. ,·1~1 iy pr~s0nte:<l :-O ,1S to gi\·e them an 
pporlunily l<, go c1ver it. 

President • ·a,.,,,._. You unc7<'rst:md, Dr. Rauch, that most 
of this iH routirw \\'c,rk aml lho~e itrms ,\hich ea11 for action 
on the p.~rt of tLe <:onn•ntion \-;ill be discuscd dur;ng the 
Conforenrc. 

Rabbi Rn ucl,: \\Tiw t I me~ nt is that if we hacl this informa
tion in adYcll<:l' it might hdp us in di cm,Ring the matter. 

President Sifrer: There is r.o reason why it cannot be done. 

Rabbi lssm mrt11: \Yould if not be pos.--ib!c for the members 
of the Confcrrnee to reec:iYe t!. tcry of the minutes of the l◄~x
lcutive Do~rd irnmn!ic!tt. ly ~•ftt-r th.· m< cti1 .. g h1R taken plar<', 
rnd not haye lo wait until months h.tu. 

Preside11t ... ·1'/rcr: Tl.is hci8 n~wr blPn <h.me, Dnd for a very 
good reason. Quite a number of things tnrn~acted by the 
ExecutiYe Bm.rd ~houl<l remain C'Xt:·cutive. 

Rabbi Jacu1> R . ..llarrns: Could not thP report of the Sccn
tary be mimcogr3phed and ~ubmittcd to the mer!.1br.r~ before 
the meeting'? 

PresidPnf • 'ilr,·r: There is no n Dson why it could not be 
clone unk:::s the E::wcutive Bcnnl finds vcllid r"<1~ons why the 
minutes should not be ~ent nut. l think we c-~n !\s~urne that 
this is a request cf the Confrrence to tbe :CxecutiYe noc1rd. 

ecretor!J 11!arcusou: !\h•y I f'~::pI..,in to the m.:.>mbus that 
much of tl,c matl'rial in 1 his report w~s tlw result of the mE:::et
ing which took place y -.;tuday. 

Rabbi .Jlorcns: I Imo\\ that but could that not be reported 
the following ycc:.r? 

President Silrer: Some way will be found to work out this 
request of the members. 

rrhe report wa~ recein:d \.vith thanks and adopted. 

The report of the Financial Secretary was presented by Rabhi 
Sidney L. Regner. 

REPORT OF FI~A. r,JAL SECRETARY 

To the Crntral ro11_icrcnrr ,,f A m1·ricu r1 Rol>l1is, 

OLLE,\GUES: 

Since the Fittancial Scc·reta:-y is thP di ·bursing officer of th~ 
Conference, this rc1port deals with di~hur.c>ment~ ma1le in the fii-cal 
year beginning June 1, 1945 and endin~ lfay 31. 19,iG . In thi~ 
period 301 voucher:::;\\ ere init iatcd. A record was kept of all \'Ouch~r • 
issued and reports of ,·ouchers isstlP'l ,,:ere made to the Auditor 
and the Treasurer. Requests for ,·oachers and receipted bills Wt>re 

filed. All ,·ouchers is.:51.1ed ha-,·e ha.l proper authorization. 
The total dic;bur 'ements in the past fiscal year amounted to 

~65,881.S . O,·er ha!f of thic; amount is ac~ounted for b.· publica
tion costs, our publishing business this year ha,;ing been unusually 
large. Included also in disbursements are fund tu:-ned o,·er to the 
Pension Board which the Ccnference received in the form of gifts 
and bequests for this purpose as ,, ell us i11terest 0!1 P(•nsion Fund 
investment . 

The complete list of disbursements is as follows: 

General Fund: 
Presidents's Office: 
Admini trative Secretary"s Ofiiee ........... . 
Treasurer's Otfice . . . . . ...... .......... . ...... . 
Auditor's Offiee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... .. . 
Financial Secretary's Office .................... . 
Yearbook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... ... .... . 
Com·ention Expense. . . . . . . .... .............. . 
Fees for Saf e-kceping ~e• ·uri t iP:--

Executi, e Board Expense 
Traveling Expense Conforcrwc Ilepre:-entati,·':!:, 

6~.1.:!~ 
61-Ui.1 
:J .'i.j_!,9 
:LYi.,.1 
:.! r;9 :;· 0 

~ ,:i :;;3 .4 .) 

7till.7G 
1111.:!' 

H. r. C. Board of Covt>rnors . . . . . . . . . fj.i .. ~o 
Commit tee:s: 

Justice and Peace .. .. 
~Iarriage, Family ~nd the Home 

1.961. ':i 
:2.):L.) 1 

C 1 ..1--, -;-hap1aith'Y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • • · · · 1 ., •• , ' 

Emerg-eney Placen:cnt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143 .. iO 
Churchand .... tate ......... :3!t.7.i 
Other CommittH•s :')~:-L;i 1 

Dues and Contributions 1,.-,IJII.OO 

Transportation 
Printing . . .. . 
:\I i~cell:rneous . . ... . . . 
llu:-ic ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Publication Fund 
• ·ull\·ention anrl Relied Funrl: 

Relief . . . . . . .. 
Suln-ention"'-
Pen:,ion Fund . 
Pen:sion Omce 

olicitation. Commit tee 

W .. iU 

:2~-"i.o~ 

:2,!)i 0.00 
1,1:!5.IJ0 
~ .. il:0.GU 

:2,0S.i .,1l 
:.: :J.:3, 

Relief m.d ..:ubvt:-ntion Committee... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70.:>-1 
Pen:-ion Cc,n1111ittec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-o.0o 

Pension Fund .ifts, bequests ancl intere.c;t turned 
on~r to Rabhinicul Pen,ion Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,41-L0f> 

TOTAL .. .... ........ 6:';,'-' l ,..,S 

To tlw otf:c r~ and c mmit ee chairmen I e:-..press my ar,prt·cia,ion 
for tlrnir unfaili11g coo1 <'rnlil n ~:ncl I also Lxtent! my th:::.nk:s tu our 
Auditor, .?\Ir. II. .J. ~1ttyer for l i:: ltt>lpfulnL~~ in many ways. 

Rf' pectfull: · sl'l,rnitted. 

:-:rn. 'EY l.. RI G. "Ell, 

f' i11011riul , · 1 rntary 

The reJiorL \\'~.: n c:ein cl \',it h th~lnk:::: and adopted. 



,TOB 50:..0. C.\L. 11 . .Frank 

Thl' 1'epm t of the1 'Jr . 11r, r ,, , pr p:tr d b\ H .. bl1i l Inrr.v 
:s . .l\forgoli:... 

HFl'OHT OJ' THE TRC.\Sl RFH 

J'v the Central Conf<rei r< of .4.m rican T:(1M1 •• 

C'oLLl..:\l~llr ,': 

The total rc>cdpts for tlw ye 1r ( 1nrling lay:!!, l!JHi amountPd 

tu $81,7~i.GG aJ1CI thL· dislmr Pill •nt" for the snnw period totall'> 

(1.°i,881.88. Our ea. h hal.rnec < 11 dPp< it and in Fafclweriing at the 

First .1 'ntional Bunk of c1i·r,t •o ti, ,f M.,y :n, J!l,t'i i:s. 28, 1~0.til. 

Il newith is the s111nmary of Co11forenc·C' a.,, t::;, in('luding ,·a ·hand 

in, f•.,,trnents balaue,,~: 

< ;('neral Fund 

R1•licf and Suln ention Fund 

tlorn<.'P \\ olf Social Ju ·tiec> Fund 

l nion-Conft>renr<.> Pui ion rund 

(i;";i,:lfi6.78 

7:l,Kl 1.57 
1,,a:i.l)O 

!13.:,!lj 

Total all Funds . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . M,,,:n.,n 

I am profoundly grateful to t br Officers of the Conference, to 

my good friend, Rabbi Loni::; Binstock. who was acting Treasurer 

for several month , and tn our au<litor, Mr. Herbert J. Mayer, for 

their kindly, patient and iiwaluahle assistance during the months 

of my prolonged illness. 'l hey relieved me greatly of the many 

anxieties and worries connected with the office and performed their 

duties promptly and efficiently. For their painstaking help and 

never-failing cooperation, I am deeply thankful. 

Permit me to take this means also to extend my sincere apprecia

tion to the many members of the Conference for their cooperation, 

confidence and trust. It has always been a privilege to serve the 

interests of this great organization. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HARRY J. '.MARGOLIS, 

Tremmrer 

The report was received with thanks and ordered printed in 
the Year book. 

For Report of Auditor, see appendix. 

The report of the CommittPe on Investments was prepared 
by Rabbi Harry S. :\Iargoli~. 

REPORT OF CO FERE~ .,.CE CO1\1MITTEE 

ON I VESTME TTS 

To the Central Confrrcnrc of Americaw Rabbi.·. 

OLLEAGUES: 

Your Committee on Im·estments made no changes in the Con

ference portfolio, nor did it make any new purcha. cs throughout 

the year. 

Pursuant to the action of the Executive Board, it transferred 

$150,000 in U. S. Treasurie to the newly-created 'C"nion-Conference 

Pension Fund. 

Now that a substantial cash balance is available, WC' recommend 

that the incoming Committep on Investments purchase- a minimum 

of. 10,000 in U. '. 'l'rC'asuries ~nd al-:o submit our invec;lments for 

re,·iew by Mr. James Becker of A. G. Becker and Company. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HARRY S. MARGOLIS, Chairman 

ALAN GREEN 

STA~LEY BRA\' 

The report was receiYcd with thank8 and ordered printed 

in the Y ec!rbook. 

The report of the Finance Committee \\':JS prc~:ented by 

Rabbi Sidney L. Regner. 

REPORT OF FIXA~CE CO~1MITTEE 

To the 'entral Conference of A.maircw Rabbi~. 

COLLEAGl'ES: 

The Finance Committee reports- as follow~ for the fiscal year 

June 1, 1945- May :n, rn.t6: 

B D OSIT Tt' '-"E' 1 191- . .. .. .. , l:!,.):!G.S:J AL\XCE OX Er , u -~ ~ , • ·> . . .. . . . 

GE~ER.\L Fl;"XD RECEIPTS A:--:D DISBl'RSD1E~TS 

Receipts : 
Half of dues Collected . . 1.020.0'l 

7Sl.i.3 
~b.t .. )~ 

Interest on Im·estments .. . . 

Transportation Account .. 
l\Iiscellaneous Rereipt~ . ~(i.fi~ ~. 17~.~!) 

Publication Fund Profits: 
Puhl. Fund Receipts 

IF d •_>·>,-, · -•. '() urplus Transferrer! to Genera un . . 0 -t * 

Disbursements . . . .. 

urplus General Funn . . . .. ... . 

St;B\'E~TIO:-. \~l) HEI.IF.F :fU:\'D RECEIPTS .\XD 

D ISBl: RSE"\IE:--T~ 

Receipts: 
Half of Due:-; f'ol!eet<•cl 1,0:.!U.IJ 

Solicitation"' . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ~.114.:3.:.!0 

Interest on Inn!:--tment, . . . . :!, 1 ~~.40 

Total Receipts 
Di:::bur:::ements . . ..... 

urplus SubYention and Rt•lif Fund 

1~.-rno.o • 

10,79~. '(J 

9.0~~l.t,l 

Tor \L C \ SH O~ H .\. D -\!\'D EXCE:0-:S RECEIPT. ()\'ER 

DI Bt;R~~IE~T~ ..... .. ...... .. .. . . .... . · · · · 

PE'-SIO'\ Ft;.:-;D 

Receipts: 
Interest on Inv stments . .. . 

Donation· ..... ... .. .. ... . 

nisbur ·ements: 
GifL, bequest:- and interest 

turned over to Rahhinical 

Pen,ion Board . . . . . . . 

1,967 . .'iO 

1,~09.7 1 

Extt'~s Di:-ln:r~i>mr>n t..; o,·er Rce<'ipt~ 

B,\L.\:-SCE m; Ji\. 'V, • lay :; I. 19J'i .. . . 

7.41-1.0fi 

In m«king up ti1t.• bu';; 1 f r tlw ·oming fr,cal ye:1r . the C'i,1r1mittt'c 

has tak<'n ;,1to t'0n. i l, rati m e:;tunate,-; submittP i h:,• th· o.lic••rs 

t.nd , ,11 , ,.it~"· c· rn r 1 •1 3 " t ti • n 1 11 L w:r rt .! ... ·v 1ir>I ls . 

T lH l ·1 lgei pr ,po.;; 1 l for the !htal year Ju11e l, l!)!J L'.J June 1, 

1917 i~ as iollow::;: 



!) ON 10. <,AL I:!.. 

A 11tici11utrtl N, r< ip t.-i 

Onr>-half o f Tembcr~hip Dtws. 
In teres t 0 11 In , EStments 

Tot.ii Ant ieipa ted He<'cipts . . 

. 1 ?II iripal , <I J >tslm r.-;11111111.~ 

l 'n•sidPut 's ( , m('(.' 

1\drni11istra1h., Sec-retary 's Olli<'<' 
Trt:•a:-urPr's ()fii('t> 

Audi tor's l )tli<'l' . ........ . .... . 
Finaneial SP<'rPtarv's Otn,'l• 
Yearbook: 

....... . . . .. . .. ... . . 

Editor .. . .... . 
Printing .. .. .. . 
Misc ... . .. . . . . 

600.00 
~,400.00 

100.00 

Com·ention Expen~e . .. . .. . .... . .. . ................. 
Convention Publicity 
Fees Sar e-Kceping Sec~;i~ie~: : : : : : : • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Executive Board Expense . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Traveling Expense Conference Re;~~!,~~~~~i·v·e· • • • • • • • • • 

H . U. C. Board of Governors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Committees: 

Liturgy . . .. .. . ... .. .... . . .. ... . . . .... . 
Justice and Peace . • • • • • • • 
Religious ·work in U~i,··~rsi~i~~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Marriage, Family and the H o~ ~ .·.· : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Chaplaincy . . ... . ................ . ..... . ..... . 
Church and State . 

' ... . . ..... . ............. . 
Other Committees .. . . . .. ... . ........ . ... . ..... 

Dues and Contributions ... . . . .. . . . . . . ... . .... .. . . ... 
Printing .. ... ... ... . .. . .. .... ..... .. .... .. .. . ... 
M isceJlaneous . . ...... . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . ... . .... 

- Fran 

$ 1,000.00 

'iS0.00 
(if',Cl .00 

4.'.l0.00 

:rio.ol) 

a.'50.00 

3 ,100.00 

750.00 
fi00.00 
12t:i.00 
800.00 

150.00 

500.00 
1,~00.00 

l.:i0.00 
300.00 
B00.00 
100.00 
500.00 

1,100.00 
:200.00 
3,i>.00 

T otal An t icipated D isbursements ............. . . . . 1:i,:rno.00 
Anticipated Deficit in General Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,550.00 

II. PUBLIC'ATION I'UND 

A nt i<'ipated Rc<'eipts 

From Sale of Con ference Publicat ions ...... . . . .. .. .. .. 

A. 11ticipaled D i.-bzJrsemcnf.'{ 

Printing, Binding, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,000.00 
Secretarial Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,30 .00 

~.3,000.00 

Total Anticipated Di ·bursemcnts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t:1 ,.1:W.00 
Surplus to be tran-;ferred to General Fund.. . . . . . . . 11,550.00 

HL SUB\'EXTIO).; A~D RELIEF FUND 

A nl icipafcd R1-ceipts 

One-half of Memhership Dues . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Solicitations . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . . .. . 

1,000.00 
10,000.00 

Interest on l nn•stments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000.00 
Total Anticipated Receipts . .... ... .. .. . ... . .. $1:1,00'.) 00 

A.11tfrip11tcd Di:-:.b11r.~cmcnts 

R elief .... ........... . . .. ............ . . . 
SubYentions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .... . ... . 
Solicitations Committee 
R elief and Subven tion C'cmmittce .. 
Pension F und . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . ...... . . 
Pension Office . . . .................... . . 
Pension Committee ........... .. .. . .. .. . 

Total Anticipated Disb:.ir ,emcnts . . 

:'5,750.00 
2,:'lO0.C0 

500.00 
150.00 

:2,500.00 
1,:rno.00 

100.00 

1.3,000.00 

T he Conf~r nee ended the year \1·ith a suLstantial su rplus due 
mainly to the unusually large sale of publication ·and to the krge 
<!mount colleeted in .solicitations. 

In connection with the excess of clishursements o,·er r~'<'P.ipts 
recorded in the Pens'on Fund item it should be note l nat tb:c:: rl"f)0rt 
reflects only the operations of the"fiseal year . . \ct ually a!l the money 
turned o\·er to the Pens:on Bou rd under thi item con:,;: ·ts a f funds 
in our possession which we were holding for the Pension Board. a 
large proportion of the c1i:,bursemen:s in this item reprc'.)enting 
money received in former years hy t he r.onfe,ence for this purp >$J 

and which we turned o\· r during this eyar. 
The Conferen<'e is at the present t ime in a healthy fina:i ~ial s:atC'. 

The continuetl financial stability of the ConfoPnce depend.;. a ·ide 
from care in mak;n~ expendit ure::-, upon our pro(;t:,, from publL·at ions 
and upon solititutiun n •ceipts. 

Respectfully submitted, 
• JD:-.: EY L. REGXER, ('h nirmon 
I SAAC E. 1 L\.RCL'SO\' 

H ARRY S. l\1.\RGOLIS 

T he report w ... ~ rc<:<.·i,·('(l with thank:- and orckrecl printed in 
t.hc Yearbook. 

The Report of Committ<:e on the Sun-t·y of Co1nmittee:
was presented to the Exe<:uti,·e Board by R~.l,bi Abraham J . 
Feldman. 

REPORT OF CO:\I:.IITTEE 0 . - THE srR\ 'EY 
OF CO:'.\BIITTEES OF TIIB CO:--JFEHE. TE 

This Committee submitted to eycry committee chairman a !isl 
of the following questions : 

l. Your committee has certain specifi c functions (Quotation~ 
from constitution followed ). Do you suggest . from rour ex
perience. th~t these functions should he expanded or could be 
contracted? 

'l Do you think your comrnittc•e could he pro:itably merged with 
any other committee·? 

:, . Do you think that your commit tee could be proti tahly sub
diYidc<l in o more tl.~n one < ommit tee? 
Do t he other members of your cL>mmiue • really lr.n<i any help 
to j ' OU in achievi ng the purpose., for \\ hi<.:h your ' <·ornmittee 
E:xist--"! 

5. Ha,·e you any other :sngge, Cons to make in regard lo your 
con mitt0 e'? 

.\.ftcr \·uluminou!': r w oon l nee ti(' chairm~n coh.ted all tlw 
re--pou r" ma I~; ~ul rnitte I them to tie m .. mh r:s of this committPe, 
\\ ho r.w~ on ti1 e aftern on of J·rnc :.: • th. :!n<l nov· begc:: to submit to 
the E.xe1:t tivc B0ar,! t.:1e·r re..:o:11m~.1d;! j,,n.:;, a.:; i 'lows: 
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Cnmmittrc n11 P11blir Ajfair.c:: 

·we recommend that this committf>e that is to be appointed after 
the Conference, should prese.r,t a new stuJy of the possibilities and 
potentialities of this committee, and a complete program of activities 
in which it might engage. 

Artio,1 of E' .. n ,,· .fu•e Bwlrd 

It was cleC'1ded to eliminate this committee and to retain only 
that part which deals with "Cooperation with Palestinian Projects." 

Committee on Refl.pomw 

Our CommitteP recommends that the statement in the constitu
tion of the CCAR dealing with the purposes of this committee be 
re-worded to read aR follows: 

"The Committee on Responsa answers all ritual questions 
referred to it, and reports to the Conference those answers 
to questions which indicate a new approach or a new attitude 
to a prevailing practise". 

We also re<:ommPnd that the Committee on Responsa be in
structed to proceed at once with the compilation of the Conference 
Responsa; this to he published in a separate booklet or pamphlet, 
pr-0perly classified or indexed . • 

Artion of EJ·erntfre Board 
Recommendation approved. 

Committee on Archirefl. 

We recommend that the committee make a complete inventory 
of the material at present found in the archives, and report what 
we have and what is missing from those archives. We urge als-o 
that recommendations be made as to what ought to be filed and kept, 
such as corres}1ondence, President's files, committee reports, and 
other _manuscripts materials. \Ve recommend also that the Pro
fessor of History of Hebrew Union College be made a member of 
this committee. 

Action of Executfre Board 
Recommendation~ approved with the following additions: 

That the Librarian of Hebrew Union College be asked to serve 
as Secretary of this committee and that the newly constituted 
committee make the necessary studies and recommendations 
to the Executive Board. 

·Committee on 11,Jarriage, Family and the Home 

We find that this committee is not a standing committee of the 
Conference, under the Constitution. Its functions have never been 
clearly defined. We ask the Executive Board whether this should 
be continued as a temporary committee or standing committee, 
and to define its purposes and functions. 

Action of Executive Board 

Voted to make this a standing committee and the committee 
to be appointed after the Conference shall be asked to prepare 
a clear formulation of its purposes and functions, and submit 
these to the Executive Board for consideration. 

Committee 011 Religious Educution 

·we recommend that this committee be continued with the addi
tional proviso that the President in appointing the committee 
appoint also an administrative sub-committee. This sub-committee 
shall lay pJans for studies which are to be presented to the Con
ference. These studies to be planned several years ahea~; subject 
however tQ the consent of the Executive Board of the CCAR. 

Acl1"on of Exccutfre Board 
Approved 

Commitlee on Liturgy 

This has not been a standing committee of the Conference. We 
recommend that it shall be made such, and that the incoming 
committee on Liturgy prepare for purposes of the Constitution a 
statement of purpose and function of this committee. 

Action of Erecutil'e Board 
Approved 

Committee on Relief and Subrention 

\Ve recommend that the committee remain as is, as to function 
and purpose. 

Committee 0,1 Jufl.ticc and Peace 

We recommend that this committee might concern itself less 
with a multiplicity of situation , and more with major actions which 
it might bring to the attention of the Conference. 

Action oj E;ecutfrc Board 

Inasmuch a a number of recommendation dealing with the 
functions and mode of operations of this committee are pending, 
and are to be con ·idered at thi~ Conference, we a,,.-ait those 
decisions. 

Committee on Religious Work i,1 L',1iren,itic1, 

"\\.,.e recommend that this committee be made a Joint Commission 
of Union and CCAR for the specific purpose of making known the 
concepts of Reform Judaism to Jewish students on the campuses 
of colleges and universities, and that this might be done through 
booklets, pamphlets, and lecturers. 

Artion of Ererutire Board 
That the Committee be askerl to make a study of what can be 
done to spread Reform sentiments on the campus, whether by 
books or pamphlets. 

Committee 0,1 Arbitration 

The I unctions of thi committee to remain a they are with the 
exception that it be made clear to the members of the committee 
and members of the Conference that action by this Arbitration 
Committee may not be initiated, but must come on direct reference 
to it from the President or the Executive Board. 

Committee 011 Co,itcniporaneou • History and Literature 

Under the constitution this committee is plainly one for the im
parting of information to member of this Conference and to make 
recommendations for obsen·ance of annh·ersaries of hi toric events 
through the program3 of the Conference; the revie,vs of current 
books of Jewish in ere't, etc. The submission of re:solutions by this 
committee for action by the Conference is not part of its functions, 
under the con 'titution. 

Atlio11 of E .rc,·11li '£ Ro,m! 

Dec;<lccl that i he d~cm(' 1 pn1pcr for thi~ tnmmlttt>, to bring in 
resolution~ fur the co.Hi }~ration of tn'2mbar.; of the Conference. 
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Commitl(c on P11blicationR 

1\'e recommend that we ask the present chairman of the com
mittee, who has rendered prict'less sen•ice to the Conference, that 
he select and train an understudy to him. 

Action of E.,·ccutirc Board 
Approved. 

( ·om milt, c on I nrctlmc11t~ 

\Vt- have no reeomnwnda.tions. 

\\ e ha,·e no recommendations as to scope and purpose, but do 
urge that the reports of the committee might be less voluminous. 

Action of E.rcr·11/irc Board 
ApproYed. 

Committa on Fimwrc 

To recommendations. 

Committee on Soliritation of F1111d.<; 

The Chairman of the c·ommittee would like to sub-dh-ide into 
regional sub-chairmen in ordH lo perform the work of this com
mittee more effecti\'ely. 

We reccrr.mend that he be authorized to reorganize his committee 
in any way in which he may be enabled to do the work of his com
mittee more effectively. 

Action of E.recutire Board 
Approved. 

...L'ommitlec on Synagog Music 

We urge that the committee consider its functions as defined in 
the constitution: 

"To gathei: and furnish information relative to music, etc." 

In view of the present contingency made by the newly revised 
: prayer book, it will be desirable for this committee to proceed at 

once to make such music available to the members of the Conference 
and their congregations. 

Action of E.rcrutfrc Board 
Approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ABRAHJL\i J. FELDMAN, Chairman 

The recommendations of the Executive Board were approved. 

The Report of the Committee on Publications was presented 
by Rabbi Isaac E. J\Iarcuson. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 

To the Central Conference of American Rabl,i~, 

COLLEAGUES: 

This year has been a difficult one for your Committee on Publica
tions. Publishers ha,·e been loath to accept printing orders and 
when they accepted the orders, they could give no time when the 
book would be published. ·w e were fortunate in getting new edi
tions of Yolumes I and II printed and have sufficient stock on hand 
to fill all orders for the coming Holy Days. 

Yolume II 

A small edition of old Yolume II was printed to satisfy unfilled 
orders left over from last year. By action of the Executh·e Board, 
this book will not be reprinted and congregations that have no t 
adopted the newly revised book \\ ill have to ecure their books from 
congregations that have introduced the newly revised book. 

A few years ago the :Manual for Proselytes, J liDAIS:11 , was with
drawn from the market. During the last few years, there has been 
an increased demand for this book and the Executi,·e Board has 
ordered a new and revised edition to be pri,1ted. The manuscript 
prepared by a committee under the chairmanship of Rabbi Bernard 
J. Bamberger is nO\\ in the hands of the printer and should be ready 
for distribution by early fall. 

RaU,i:/ Jla111/(d 

The supply of Rahhis' ::\Ianuals is exhausted and the Executive 
Board appointed a committee under the chairmanship of Rabbi 
Solomon B Freehof to go O\'er the volume and see if it needs any 
possible revision. This committee ha not yet reported .. 

Adler Ji 11:-ic for tin Synago!J 

A new and revi ed edition of the music prepared by Can tor Hugo 
Chayim Adler has been published and is ready for distribution. 

L"nio,1 Hymnal 

The Committee on ~ynagog Music: is studying the ·nion Hymnal 
to ascertain whelher the size of the boL,k cannot be reduced hy omit
ting certain Hymns in accordance with its recommendations made 
to the Conference a couple of years ago. Howe,·er several years 
must elapse before this re,·ision is completed. This C()mmittee is 
also ha,·ing prepared mu ic for Cnion Prayer Book, Yolume ll, 
newly re\"ised \\ hich should he ready for distribution <luring the 

summer. 

Clwna£ of Price~ 

~ otice hadng been recei\"ed from all publishers that there will 
be an increase of price during the coming year, your committee 
recommended and the Executi\·e Board approved the increase of 
price of Union Prayer Books to .---1.~5 a copy and the enion Hymnal 
Sl.00 a copy. The price of Adl r :\lusic for th<'. ynagog has been 
increased to 90¢ per copy. 

Respectfully ~ubmitted, 

ISAAC E. 1\!AR<X ·o~, Cliairmo11 
ER:--IE T APPEL ARYEH LE\ ' 

~I~IU~ COHEX 

~A)il'EL Co01..: 
JERO\fE FoLK~l.\~ 

CLIFTOX H. L1: , ·y 

~ID'\EY L. REG~l:R 

~ \\!l"T:L WoI.K 

OL:'.t.\:-- .-\. Z\\ JT)f,\~ 

The rC'porl wa~ r('c(; i\" d \\ it h th,,nk:- and ordered printed in 

the Yearbook. 
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BOOKS SOLD Ju:-;E 1, 1945 - Ju:-;E 1, 19-16 

Cloth 

... nion Prayer book, XewJy 
Revi ed, Yolume I 

Green ........... 7,004 
Blue. . . . . .. .... 6,072 

rnion Prayer Book, Yolume JI.. .... 9.702 

'nion Prayer Book, Yolume II, 
~ewly revised ........ ...... . 

·nion Hymnal. Yolume 1. . . . . . . . . . 6,974 
-----, 

... nion Hymnal, Yolume II. .. . ...... '507 

l Tnicm Hymnal, Part I I I. . . . . . . . . . . . 15:3 
-----

Haggadah. . ... . ...... ....... . 
-

:Mourner\ ScrYire . ............... . 1,174 

Private D 'VOtion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G 

Camp S<.'ITiccs. . . . . . . . . . . ....... . 
-- ---

Bles:--ing and Praise ............. . 

Yearbook. ....................... . 17 

Leather 

123 

70 

-- - - - --- --- -----
Rabbi's ~Ianual .................. . 

---------
Union Prayer Book, Xcwly Rc~Yi."ed, I 

Yolume I, Pulpil ... ize . . . . . . . 19 

r nion Praye,,r Ilook, X tv, ly Rfvisul, I 
'

• 1 I I £> I • .... • omme , u pll 1ze . ...... . 66 
------- -----
Sabbath ::\Iorning Scn·ice, Part II, 

Grimm ... ... ............. . 
---------- --------
Adler's l\Ius~c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :30 ~-------

BOOKS ON IlA~D Jt·~E 1, 1946 

l,.;nion Prayer Uook, Xcwly 
Re\·iscd, Yolume l ... . 

--------
Folded . . ............ .. .. . 

rnion Prayer Book. Yol. JI, I~t•gulm 

Cloth Leather 
------

11 .;i1,o 

,.117 
-----

Cnion Prayer ).look, Yul. II, -~cwly 
l1c,·ised. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ---~-------- -----------

l'nion Hymnal, Yolume I ......... . 1,532 

l'nion Hymnal, Yolume II. . . . . . . . 1/inH 
- --

t:nion H~·mnal. \ 'ol. Ill ........ . 

Haggaclah:,; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _____ , 
Camp crvice ......... . .......... . tiO;J 

----------
Pri,·ate Devotion ................. . 
------ -- ------
Rabbi's l\Ianual. .. . .............. . 

1Iournt' r's erviee. . . . . . . . . . . . . ~.2tH 
------ -- ---

l'nion Pravcr Book, ~ • ewlv 
Re\:i d, \ ol. T, I 'uli>it .:-'ize. . . 

--- ------ - -
t·nion Praver gook, ... ·e,•:lv 

I!e,:i:-c<I. \ ·, !. I I, Pulpit . ize. 19'1 
---
G . . ~r . .., .. nmm ~ ,.\ u:-1c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _., 

Adln\, ::\Iu:,;ie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57:i 
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The report of the Committee on Solicitation of Funds was 
presented by Rabbi Abraham Shusterman. 

I am happy to report that, since September 1, 1945 your com
mittee on Solicitation of Funds has raised $9,755.4:l. In 1944 I re
ported to the executi\·e board at its pre-conference meeting that 
$9,500 had been collected and one year ago I wrote you that our 
committee had raised $8,500. 

On the basis of my experience as chairman of the committee on 
solicitations I am justified in predicting that, by the time the final 
report is prepared for the Yearbook, we will have received at least 
$12,000. 

It is possible that a few checks were sent directly to Rabbi Bin
stock during the illness of Rabbi ~ 1argolis and that Rabbi Binstock 
did not notify me, as chairman of the committee, that the contribu
tors should be gi\-en credit for these contributions. I am now in 
touch with the Conference auditor, Mr. Herbert J . Mayer of Chi
cago, and I will continue my correspondence with him until we are 
able to trace all contributions to our fund, sent directly to Dr. 
Binstock's office. I shall, as always, prepare a complete and detailed 
report for publication in the Yearbook. 

The report was received with thanks and ordered printed in 
the Yearbook. 

For list of contributors, see Appendix. 

The report of the Repr ~entati\·e~ on the Synagogue Coun
cil was prepared by Rabbi \\.illiam F. Ro ·enblum. 

REPORT OF CHAIRMAN OF CCAR DELEGATION 
TO THE SY~AGOCGE COL~ ~CIL OF A~1ERICA 

To the E.recutirc Cvmmittce of tile 
Central Co11fcrcncc of A muican Ra/Jlii..,: 

To THE EXECUTI\'E CmntITTI:..E OF THE 

CENTRAL CONFEREXCE OF A11EHICA RABBIS: 

I ask leave to submit this one report as being the rerord of two 
Conference ommit tees \\ hose \\ ork has bPen so intercatinated 
that it is impractica·bJe to diHm.:e one from the other: 

1. Your regular Delegation to the Synagogue Council. 
~- Your Special Commit tee on Sun·ey of the ~ynagogue Cou11cil. 
It has been my duty to . en·e as Chairman of both these com-

mittees while other members of the Committee on Sun ey were all 
part of our regular c:.ele~ation to the Council. ~forev\ er, the prob
lems\\ ith which we dealt i,1 executi\-e committee and plenary se sions 
of the Council were o prornine:ntly matter;;; a Jecting its future 
~cope and deYelopment that the µa;;;t year ha:,; become ~ignifican t 
not so much for what the Council has accompfo,hecl in its routine 
ndea\·ors a~ for the r formulation of i • aims and purposes and its 

decisions on the :-hap of thing::-: to come. 
I myself served al o as a member of the Committ eon Seope and 

Plan of the ynagogue Council ~o that in a Yeritable ~E>nse the CCAR 
has been well represented at enry turn in thf' di ·c-u~sions anrl in 
the action taken regarding the .:ynago~ue Council tomorrow. 

It is pertinent to epitomize the events that led to the appoint
ment of ycur .::'pceial ommittee "to evaluate the program of the 
Synagogue Council and to make recommendations regarding the 
CCAR', participation and poliry in the iuture." For some time 
prior to our ahbre\'iatecl wartime Conf Prenre at Atlan1 ic City la~t 
) ear there had been con~iclerahle a~itatil)n ,, ithin the . ynagogue 
Council, stemming mainly from eertain oh:-er \'at ions and crititi:-n1s 
of our colleague ~laurice Ei:,. ndrat h tlrnt it was o\'e1--tepping its 
boundaries and l1c>ccming a fum:tioning agency in competition with 
its own constitucn hodie • rather than a co-ordinatin~ agenry co
operatin<T with thf'm in maintaining a rcpre~<•ntati\"e body to act 
in matters of common and accepted Jewish religious interests as 
well a~ in the larger national and world-wide matters which touched 
Jewi h life ~nd in which Judai,m ha<l a stake or ,-.a:: as~ l'd to E:ene. 
Added dis~atisfaction came from the expam-ion oi the . ynagogue 
Council into an agency with an ''Assistant to the President". Our 
colleague, Ahron Opher, who was first sclrt:ted for this post by Rabbi 
Israel Goldstein and who continued to s~n e under Rabbi Herbert 
S. Gold tein, \\ ishin~ to see the Coumil dynamic and not merely 
deliberntiYe, Ut-Hl eYe1y orca. ion to have the "'ynagogue Council 
"in the picture·• ,.ncl often initiated action \\:thout appearing to 

wait for the Yi ,,~ of ~ome of the c:onsti uent groups or their dele
bate~. ~lore than nee tlu refore the Counc-il \\as in the position of 
making pro11 t~nctment~ 011 ~oeia1 Ju~tic<'. on world peaee and the 
l:ke. (with or ,dd ~ t the utlH'r major rt•1igious bl di ~). without lay

ing taken iuil co~1ci:m11.·e oi th e:d:slf.·H< t.> of Commis,;iuns on . ocial 
Ju~tice or < n Peace witl.in our own Cot1forence or the Ra1Jhi11ical 
A~s ml>ly. ~!ailing~ wert: ~en 11,), 1 nl.,• to the rabbi..:; of the country 
hut to the ronvre~atiuus them.:, h-e"' in wh:1t ePmt• l v1 be an un-
nding ~treu.m so that thP Coun~il :1~~um" i to some the semblanc~ 

o! a " lTnion of Je\,ish Congregatiom in .Amcr:ca''. 
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Made cognizant of tlw.e and other irritations, Rabhi Solomon 
B. Freehof then President of the f"'C.\R ancl your Chairman, with
out any previous consultatiun, h0th ~uggestcd the hour had come 
for rethinking the eritire S('ope t!nd plan of the Synagogue Council. 
The recommendation of tlw President in his annual Atlantic City 
message was adoptt>cl. ,l ('<'or lingly your Committee on Survey was 
appointed consist in~ of th0 writ<'I' as Cl,airm:in and other CCAR 
delegates to the Council a::-; his co-workPrs. This Committee held 
only on~ formal meeting at \\hich it wa • the ur,animous opinion 
that the Constituti:>n an.l framework of the Council did not need 
to be changed in ordn to permit it to function along more progres
sive lines. It wac:; als the opir1i<m of all that the criticism 3 voiced 
by our colleague Maurice F:isendrath and thP reverh~rant reaction 
thereto on the pa~t of .\hron Opher, were larJdy the result of wrong 
techniques rather than mischie\·ous trends. The failure to use 
efficient and temperate method in the conduct of the Council's 
work and not any deep basic differences as to the·aims and purposes 
of the Council had brought our two colleagues into friendly but 
fnvent dissidence. 

The fact that our Conference sub-committee was composed 
entirely of m 3mbers of the CCAR De_le6ation to the Syna:;o6ue 
Council an i that m ::>:st of us were also cb3ely allieJ with other en
deavors within and without the Council itself to bring about a con
structive reorganization had m..ic:1 to do with the final adoption 
by the Synagogu~ Coun· ... il on ~1ay lf,th of the re~om'n3njations of 
its own Committee on Plan an-1 , c0pe which is include1 in this re
port not only for present information Lut that it m'.ly ser\'e a::; a 
guide in all future perplexities. 

It is vital to Jewish life in ~\merira that the Synagogue Council, 
as at present constituted, and as it has come to h:ive status on the 
American scene, be prcservl'd. There are areas of program and of 

.~ambassador8hip which belong peculiarly to the united Jev .. ish reli
gious bodies, lay and rabbinical. They are stressed in the new out
line for the operation of the Couw•il. There needs also to be sane 
realizafrm 0 ,1 the p1.rt of the religio:.13 leaJer.s that e3tablished 
agencies such ac; the American Je ,vish Committee, the American 
Jewish Congres3, the Jewi,,h "\Velfare B oard and the Anti-Defama
tion League cannot be expe~ted imm-=>diately to s~rren::ler certain 
functions nor to adopt certain ,·iews because the Synagogue Council 
may deem it to be either wise or imperative. The beauty of Jewish 
religious policy is that it has alway3 insi~te'.i upon lay parCcipation 
and not lay ob~isance. We can leave it to the san? an:i sound 
judgment of our se~ular anJ religious )('ader.s, through future con
ference, to arrange for clo.-,er cooperath.m where desirable and for 
greater division of a.Tort where ad\'isable. 

It is not necer'.lry to detail h :m~ th~ m1ny a :::hie·;em~nts of the 
~yna~ogue Coancil during thP p:i:;t yc:ir. 'i'hr. A rw•ricrrn J e1cish 
Year B 'Jol; in its forthrominp: .-mrn.m·iry of ev2·1t • will b? replete with 
examples of its constant a:-ti ,•ity. It is, howen•r, a tribute to the 
Yitality of the Council and an eYiden~0 of h ow nceJe,l su:-h a bJdy 
is, that it functioned purrosef ally despite the inner fulminations 
regarding its existence. 

The Synagogue Council wa" one of the t hree m1jor religious 
bodies asked to designate a representatin~ to sen·e as liaison be
tween the religious forces in Germany and the Army of Occupation. 
The appointment was made. It was aqkpd to appPar before the 
Anglo-Americ'.!n Committee on Pale~tine at the hearings held in 

this country b:.it r efu3c:l to d) S'> on t11J grn~1n-l th at it r:>midere·I 
it "unfortunate that i!1 thi-=: lra;:ric hour for t}v, J e,vish pe'Jple, when 
it must be appare!1t to all th " ,,·1rl l that th 0 re 1111ant of European 
Jewry which has urd,·e·I thr> :-{ ui mad •r pro~ram sh~ul,l he 
expedited on it.;; way ll1 Pale-.ti-1~. '-l Cornrnittt>2 8f In 1uiry dhoul<l 
haYe been appointed to a:-c-Prtain fa "!:- whic·h ha,·p b~Pn published 
and republishe'l ar.d in~orpora:ed in ot!i ·ial record-; of hoth the 
go\·ernments of Great Britain an\l the Cnited Statrs". 

Realizing, especially in ,·il•\\' of t he appr0:v·hing 19.-0 Census, 
that the data of J pwi::-h affiliation with the .synag-og and of atten
dance at Jewish worship a:e frequently reporte 1 inaccurately, the 
Synagogue Council railed into C'011ference the Jewi;;h Dem >graphic 
Committee, the Amc•rican Jewi:-h CommittPe and the J£ wi:--h ,'tatis
tical Bureau a wl plans were JHCS(•nte:I to ast:ertain the real facts on 
Jewi h religious life in thi:- rountr_\·. Iw·ident all,\', the Council's 
leaflet on Synago~~ .\rte11da~1ce on the .'abbath is n::cei,·ing wide, 
distribution. Th·)u~h att ende J 11:; ohj<> ·tivn on th 0 part of s'lme 
delgates as to it. pro\·in::e in ~1c 11 matte,·, a Prayer Bo:..ik for use by 
Jewish patient in ho3pitals wiil be publishe-1 silortly by the Council. 

The Council ha3 c~ntinue:l to he active in interfaith mJvement" 
and has join~·] with th~ na i~nal !>rot£>,tan~ ari J Catholic religious 
organization · in the exploita· ion (•f :-{a1 ional F,vnily \\·eek , Boy 
~cout relighu~ !-(•n·lce~ and re1'0!,!?1it;on award.: ~ er Tamid for 
Jewi h Boy Sr11ut'-), in the National Committee on Atomic In for
mation anJ in nu111-r0u, other p;.)~ra•n,. 0 11° of it;;; nnj w pctniei
µation has b~en in t he l':1itwl 'h.1-ch Cam·.1, whi ·h re..:eiv .. .d a 
national award fur its su"~e~<; i11 Pn.: mrazin·~ h0 ,:er att2?1danc·e at 
<'hurch and ynag-og sen·ice.--. 

Increasingly ::::u<'h org~rnization.,, 1t the JPwi ·h ,Yar \"eteran, turn 
to the Council for guidance in e-..t:!l,li-hing policie~ which affect .Jew
ish repre-=:entat ion in ge?ieral undenakin,;, . .:\m:m~ other organiza
tions which nO\\.' work with thP. Council are the .\m0 rican Jewish 
Committee. the .c\n ti-Defam·ni6n League. thr ~ation:il Commu
nity Relation-. Ach·i:-ory Coun 'il. This ~how:- that basically the 
laymen will come to the rab!J'" \\h' 1 there is a seriou._ religious prob
lem to face or sol\'e. 

Th0 yna~o~ue Co·.1·1::il re·.:Jh·e l a ge:t;'r 'Jjly prop:1r tion:1t9 allot
ment of time from the :\futual Broa·lca'-tin:; Com_')any on its Chapel 
of thP Air an l Faith in O:.ir Tim-;:; pr~g,·a•n; b:H it mBt b2 confe3::;eJ 
tha t in the e~ort to ha\·~ our pre:it:hers inducle all s2~tion5 of the 
Council, we sawrifice:i real ej'e.:ti...-ene-._.;; to exigenry and exp:dienry. 
" "hat Ju:lai::;:n in thi • c uri ry n Y' l.; i-, tu h:1,·z two or thrc~ o[ its 
mo ·t gift~ l rabbi ... app0 ar on the air :!sits ~,;:>0kesm~•n an•l if they all 
happrn lJ b 0 R :iorm R:ibbis tin+- ~l1 >'ll.l ll')t Jp a d2te:-re:1t but a 
<..ituation to be a'·know!e'L{B,l. Fe\\' .\m :-ic·1•n kn,)\\' to ju!.t which 
~ect Fo,•lick or S > km l!l b •lon~. Tl12y k•1')\\' only t 11:1 they ar~ 
magnetic ('l1ri.: l prt>:1"'1er", '!'h, ('s 'l:!il m.1~: ~r,iw uµ in the 
ki nil of ra·Jio 9_·ik•,.; it p:e._•.:1t, t > tl1 .. :i 0 ·w >rk..;, othe:-wise it m:i-.t 
<'eaje belaborin~ tht> h.- a I ·a ·t •r." with th • c nn laint that too often 
laymen' program3 are eagerly a ·cep Pl though rabbinical applica
tions for time are c\'en more insi::;tent and numerou . 
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An election of omccrs for the coming year was held a fortnight 

ago an,l our collPague Isaa-.: Landman is now the Presiden t of the 
Council. Though a <lelegute of the T~A HC and not of the CCAR, 
as a member of om Conference, he can be expected to serve in the 
!--pirit of ,·ic;ion ·u11l purpose: lness which motivated all his pred
<1cessors who Wl'r" our c·olleagues, from Abram Simon through 
Edward L. lsr:i,,J. both of ble:::~c,1 memory. Our colleague Ahron 
Cpher will c·c.,ntinuP. to act a: Assistant to the President, thus 
a<·c0ntuating the• gencrot,c;;; :rnd dTective contribu tion the CCAR 
is making to thC' c•au, of a {Tnite.1 f.._r::wl. Your Chairman has been 
privilc.~e·l tu act in some of the more Yitai executive capacities of 
tlw Council arl'l other me nher,-, of your de!C',;ation ha\'e been among 
thosn to give of th 0 ir thou~ht a:HI timl.'. .\II in all. the men of the 
Ii'<•form g:-ol'p in the Cm.meil have• heen its guiding personalities. 
'I his is no du-ogation of the ser\'ice of the other~ hut a reflection of 
the devotion of the Reform group and especially t he Conference to 
the child of its own fine sern,it iYe1wss to Jewish needs . 

The plan and program adopted by the Synagogue Council in 
::\fay should he en,?or;:;ed hy the Central Conference of American 
Rabbi~ :~ad tlw 1· 11i1m of Am.:-riran H 'Jre,-.· Congregations. To 
make for more> c>lfc,•tiv(' admini::;trnt ion. nwans should he found lo 
engage at lca,n a part-timP director who ,vill give his time and 
talent to the synug ig'.-. a<'tivities. One of the first to welcome such 
impro,·e111ent will l>t• the prespnt A..;2i:1tant to the President himself 
who is entering upan a larrer ministry in Paterson and whose new 
congregation \\ ill need h?s heart an<l mind and soul. A hudget of 
$:!.\000 will lit• neit!ier too f'Xtran1gant to appron~ nor too burden
some to ohf .?in. 1 urge our C'onforc:1ce to help. 

It b uniY('r:,ally known that our !'resident, R·1bhi Silver, has 
many claims upon his energies. Our whole delegat ion there.fore 
apprccia.te.s all the more the int imate considP.ral ion he has given to 
the questions submitted to him on Synagogue Council affairs. 
Your chairman also wishes to express hi~ thanks to the members 
of his d~lega tion, to t he memb:?rs of the Survey Committee, and to 
Rabbis Opher and Ei,mnrlrath fur keeping all our deliberations 
durin6 the pa,::;t critical year on a plane of objective calmness. In 
our delegation we have Pet :1 pattern for all good people to follow ... 
difiering violently on some point and then joining in a nice dinner 
or an occasion of social enjoyment in a spirit of t he utmost cama
raderie. 

The Synago~ue Council enters upon a new era and it is bound to 
go from strength to strength . 

\ VILLIA~l F. R osE~ELUM, Chairman 

• The repor t was received \\ilh t hanks and ordered printed in 
the Yearbook. 

The repol't which follm, s was adopted by the Synagogue 
Council on ).fay 16th as its ~tal<.ment of future scope and pur
pose. It \VPs 1)1-.. pared by a committee unckr the chairman
~·hip of harks P. Kramer, dum of the delegation of the Union 
of Amer ican HebrE\V Congregations. Serving with him were 
the Chairm::n of the CC AR delC'gation and Rabbis Opher and 
Eisendrath in a "c-o-opt d '' c:ap11city. The report fo1lows in all 
i ts m:!in outline~ the undcr:-;t..d1ding reached bv your own Com
mittee on SurYey aft~r confcrencC's wilh Rabbis Eiscndrath 
Pn<l Opher ar.d a joint session ,.vith t he n.prcsentatives of the 

AHC. Al] Lhis i. s1rC's~cd ,o that the Conference may realize 
in what re~I ~en ·e the charting of the Council's future course 
is the outcome of ow· m•;n idec1:- ~n,l wishes. 

REPORT OF THE CO~ 1~1ITTEE ON SCOPE 

.\.dopted at the special meeting of the 
Synago~ue Council on ~fay 16th, 1946) 

It is the unaninnus opinion of the Committee that American 
Jewry mu,t h:r.-e an effccti,·e unite l r(•ligit):.B spoke~man hip in 
order to g-i\'e it the dign:ty and status of a reli~ious community in 
the eyes of t!ie pPople ancl goYernment of the country a•1d in orJer 
to overcome the sprca~l of sec~.lari-;111 a•n~n1 the m'.n~es of our people . 
I t is therefore ur~td th,1t wavJ be foun 1 not only to main~ain the 
~ynagcgue Council of Americ,1, , ·Lich is truly !·epresentat in~ of the 
congregation~l und r::110:nic organi,:d bodiPs in ..-\merica, but also 
to enrich its progrum, str ... n~then its a(lmini3tration and increase 
its efiectiven,,ss in all area...; comm•m t <!II its constituen:;ies per
taining to our rdigion an:l our pe >pl,: as a whole. This program 
must be s0 planned as to achie,·e unit{'rt act_ion of the C'onsen·ative, 
Orthodox and Reform 6ro:.1ps for th(~ prima:y pJrp•,.;f' of e11hancing 
Jewish life through its reli!;ious in:--titutions. The program, howe\·er, 
must be so designe,l and carried out ash> aid and benefit the interests 
an<l endea\·or • of the eonstituf>nt bod~es of the Synago:~uc C oun<'il. 

T he follo .dng rPcommenclation~ were therefor~ agreed upon: 

I. Rr:r1u:sr:~T, TI v. : 

In o, \ler that thE' .Jewijlt religioa.;; communit: be more fully and 
adequately repre~<>nle<l in the Syna~ogue Count:il. our congrega
tional coastiluer.cies ~hould be encotira1{e l to indt:de in their cleleg-a
t:ons repre.;entati,·e: of their re.:-pecti,·e women'· or~anizatii:m~: all 
con tituencies should be urged to name such delegates as will 
represent a er s,::; section of the intere:-i~. an<l \'i0 ws of their member
ships. 

II. P1wn:DCR£: 

It was felt neres.sary to ::;et down the followin;::- .)afeguards in order 
tha (the Council might hdp rather than hinder the growth of its own 
constituencie:s. Tlierefore it was rf:!commended that: 

A) The Council's program of aetidty should engage only in 
those areas which are of common interest to all our consti
tuencie . 

B ) In all releases, communication~ . .-::tatemcnts a•1d other ex
pressions of the Council. clear reference mu~t be ma,}e and 
credit gi,·en by name to the constituencies c:ompri..;ing the 
Council. 

) I n order to afford the delegates an opportunity to consul t 
with th~ir respecti\·e administration~ prior to the undertaking 
of new projects, announcement!'- of such projects are to be 
stated clearly in the agenda, reaching the delegates no later 
than two week::; prior to each regular meeting. However, 
urgent matter. r('quirin6 immeuiate action by the Synagogue 
Council may he undertaken upon unanimous appro\'al of the 
ExecutiYe Committee. 

D ) \\'heneYer the Synagogue Coundl wbhe::; to apprise the Rabbis 
or the Congregations of any projet:t agreed upon by the 
delegates which i:ffuh·es congregational actiYity, tlw Council's 
admini:-t.ation ~hou!d inquire from our eonstituencit:!s as to 
whet!ie:- the project "!1oul l be communi.;n.t~tl directly by the 
Council to the Habbis or rout ·d through the offices of the 
con:tituem·y. Whenn· r the lattL•r proc <lm~ is preferre(l by 
a eon titnenC'y. lw t 'C'lt'h ,I \\ ·11 channel the communie:uion 
indicate·! thr ,ugh th• e Jn tl i.~ 1 ·y '·' ,,-,,1 l .! to do so. Tlw 
other of eu Ir:5L' wm be re:!ched Ly the Council directly. 
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III. SCOPE 

\\Tith thec.e rnfeguards am;urcd, the Committee unanimously 
agreed upon the following as the legitimate areas of interest and 
activitiPs of the Synagogue Coenci! of America: 

l) Stimulation arid advanrernent of religious life in the American 
Jt•wii,;h conmn,nit;v and as.sistance to world Jewry in agreed 
an.a:;. This would includ(' such aetivitics as: a) Plans, pro
grams and functions that would draw our people to the 
i:;ynagog and religious life. b) Cooperation with organized 
and unaffiliated sectiun:'l of the Jewish community to achieve 
this purpose in their ranks. c) Defending the right of Jews 
to observe their religion in educational institutions, govern
mflnt agenries and in industry. d) Stimulation of religious 
educatioI1, both for the young and the adults. e) Combatting 
8UCh malpractices as mushroom synagogues and resort ser
vices, freelancing in the rabbinate and undignified advertising 
and soliciting of rcligicus institutions, etc. f) Support of 
religious needs and institutions of European commumties. 

~) Representation of the totality of religious life in American 
Jewry: a) Before the government. b) vVithin Jewish secular 
agencies, philanthropic, edurational and defense organizations. 
~) In cooperation wilh the Federal Council of Churches and 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference. d ) In such civic 
endeavors ,vhich require religious representation, as the Scout 
movement, Veterans associations, etc. 

3) To speak for the whole of Jewry in religious matters to the 
community: a) in radio. b) In Holy Day messages and 
other occasions whe1·e the message of Judaism as a whole 
should be presented to the country. c) In calling upon the 
community to observe special occasions. d) In contact with 
similar religious leaderships of European and other Jewish 
communities in religious matters. 

4) Defense: The whole field of the defense of Jewish religious 
beliefs and practices which would include such areas as text 
books, stage, screen and radio, literature, pulpit and rostrum 
and legislation, where Judaism is attacked: This would involve 
a whole department to work independently but in close cooper
ation with the secular defense agencies . 

5) Interfaith activities - which would involve cooperation with 
Christians on religious activities such as Bible Week, Family 
\Veek, Scout religious emblems, religious pronouncements on 
social justice and other moral issued facing the country. 

Time did not permit the Committee to go into the question of 
financing the actidties of the Council. The delegates are, however, 
requested to bring in suggestions on this latter subject. 

CHARLES P. KRA:VIER, Chairman, 
Committee on Scope 

The report of the Committee on Contemporaneous History 
was read by Rabbi Jacob R. Marcus. 

During the reading of this report, the Vice-President was 
in the chair. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
CONTEMPORANEOUS HISTORY 

To the Centrai Conference of American Rabbis, 

COLLEAGUES: 

I 

A generation ago, our history teacher, Gotthard Deutsch, of 
blessed memory, constantly reiterated, de minimiR curat historicus. 
\Ve are conscious today that the United States is still a young 
country and that American Jewry is just merging historically. Now 
is the time, therefore, to presen·e basic American-J e\\lish historical 
materials. 

A. Your committee therefore recommends that the members of 
the Central Conference oi American Rabbis be urged to examine and 
to catalog caiefully all congregational recor<ls, to preserYe them 
meticulously, to expand these records by incorporating in them all 
reports of marriage, births, and other important data, and to en
courage all congregations to send their earlier records to important 
libraries of deposit such as the Hebrew Union College Library, the 
Library of the American Jewish Historical Society, the Jewish 
Institute of Religion, etc. 

B. Your committee further recommends that this request be 
gh·en wide publicity in the Bulleti11 of th2 Secretary of the Con
ference and in publications of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. 

II 

Due to a conjuction of circumstances, produced in large part 
by the expanding economy of the present day, there has been a con
siderable expansion of synagogal life in the smaller communities 
throughout this land. There are at least forty small congregations 
throughout the country today that ha\·e turned to the two liberal 
seminaries for rabbinical leadership but hase not been able to secure 
the services of graduate rabbis. 

Your Committee believes that this is a marvelous opportunity 
to expand and to strengthen the Reform :MoYement, and because 
there is a temporary paucity of rabbinical candidates for these 
positions, it recommends that the liberal seminaries be requested 
by this• Conference to license upper-classmen, successively, for a 
period of one year, until placement is pro\·ided by returning chap
lains, other graduate rabbis, and by new graduate3 of the the::ilogical 
schools. 

III 

The emergence of a mere self-conscious Jewish communal life 
in this land is documented - to quote but one detail - by the 
Council of Jewish Federations and ,velfare Funds which has changed 
the name of its Xofc;-; a,1 l Sews to The Jc1ci3h Comm 1mity. This is 
an excellent brief summary of the activities of the current American 
Jewish comm 11nity, but your committee note5 with re6ret that any 
information of a religious nature is rigorously a\·oideJ. ,ve cannot 
conceive that any oq::111 in this country calling its2lf r:,e Jeu·i.~h 
Cnmm 1rnily i3 W.)rthy of that name if it d::,23 not in~lu·le within its 
scope the reli5iaus life of the American Jew. 

"~e re~omm~n::l. therefore, that the S0 ~reta:-y of the Conference 
be as!<e:l to com:n:micate wit 11 the e litors of thi'.5 m:i6azine and to 
express the hope that in a magazine that carrie.s the title: The 
Jt•w;L-h Comm, 1ity, nc\\'s a:d du\·elopmcnts of a religious nalure 
should not be absent. 
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IV 

In 1!'11, tlw Couneil of F~d••rations :v1cl \\'elfare Funds, vmcmg 
the demand of an impatic•nt ·rn<l indignant .American Jc>wry, brought 
ahout tlw crc>ation of tlw .. 'alional Community Rt•lations Advisory 
< ourwil to eoordinalC• all c·h ic-clr•ft>nsP work in the UnitPd States. 
Last yPar, your committee recornnwnded ''that the CC' AR write 
to the four major civic•-d0 fen~e ugcncies urging them most strongly, 
for the sake of a strPn;~thc>nNl Ameriean Jewry, to coordinate their 
work through th0 1 ·ational Community Relations Advisory Council 
and to submit all detail~ of their civi('-defense program for scrut iny 
hy this organization." There is little in(lication that any progress 
Li bein~ m·t le in this dire~ti,m; on th2 other han:l, there is evidence 
that no real e!Tort is be:a~ m.1 le to pro\·ide a unific~l le:i lership in 
C'h·ic-defensc work. 

Your committPe is of the o;)inion that the real organizational 
basis of American life lip,; in thr. h)('al Jewish Community Council 
and in an eventual Nat i0'1al .Jewish Community Council which will 
<>ither supervi ·e and coordinate or ultimately take over all civic 
d<>fen~e work. Your eommittc>e, therefore>, looks with favor on the 
attempts of some J ewish Community Councils - which have re
cently met in Cleveland which are now urging the Council of 
r ederatio1~ and \Velfare Funds t o encourage the formation of new 
regional organizations based on the Community Council idea, and 
to establish specialized services in the Council of Federations and 
\Velfare F unds to further the comm unity council idea. We recom
mend, therefore, tha t this Conference express its approval of this 
attempt to further local, regional, and national community council 
organizations and development, and further that it send copies of 
t his statement of ap9roval to the callers of t he Cleveland Conference 
on J ewish Community Councils and likewise to the lea:iers of the 
national organizations now participating in the at ional Commu
nity Relations Advisory Council. 

V 

T houg11 we are concerne·l with our ow.1 problem, here in the 
r nited States, we are not unmindful of the plight of our fellow Jews 
abroad. \\·e therefore recommend that this Confe rence express its 
thanks in a letter to President T ruman for re-implement ing the 
immigration la,vs insofar as they concern the restoration of immi
gration opportunities, and that \\:e respectfully request that the 
laws be liberalized so that the admission of prospe~ti\·e emigrants 
l:e expedited, with a minimum of proce·lural detail and with a 
sympathetic recognition of the incredible s:iff ering to which these 
men and women have been subjected. 

\'I 

Your committee furtlwr recommends that the Secretary of the 
Conference he instructed to write to the Secretaries of \Yar and of 
~tale of the Tnited States arn! to ur6c, on behalf of the Conference, 
tha t suitable li,•ing quarters and living conditions be pro\'ided for 
the di!:,placed perc:;nns i11 the American zone, that they be given 
adequate opportunities for ,;:ocial xpression, and that those liaison 
cfficers and men who a:-e cktailed to pro\·ide for them ha \·e a 
thorough and sympathetic appreciation o[ the problems of the men, 
women, and children to whom they are assigned. 

It is a patent fact that \·ery many of these displaced persons in 
the camps of Europe look forward to immigra tion to Palestine. 
One hundred thousand of the::c unfortunates can find refuge in the 
aneient homeland if immigrat iou reeomme!1,lation number t wo of 
the ~\ nglo-_\merican Inquiry Commit~ee is acce;Jted by the British 
government and implemel!tecl. 

Your committee t herefore recommends that this Conference dis
l'atch a letter to the British . .\mb~s~~dor strongly ur5mg the im
plementation of Reeomm ndatio:1 number two of Lhe joint inquiry 
committee to the nffoct ''that 100,000 certificates l~e authorized 
immediately for the aclm i:::: ... ion into Pale3tine of .Je\n w110 have been 
the victims of . ·:1zi unrl Fa::--ri-=t per::::ecution : (D that thee cer
tificate J,e awar<lL"l .. '?. far as pos:;ible :n l!}!f) and that act ual 
immigration he pushed forw~rcl .~r. rapidly a-; cr,nc!itions will permit." 

Your committee further recommend~ tl1at a letter be sent to 
the Pre ·ident of tlw l'nitPd ~t~tes urging '.1:m to u~e his goo l offices 
to the effect that the immigration reer>mm211<lation~ cif the .\nglo
.:~ medcnn Inquiry Ccn~mittPe lw implt ment cl as spePflily as JJ"Ssihle 
to the effect that Palestine and all other sui able l:rnrls be open for 
those displaced per~ons wh·).e tic ' with their former homes ha\"e 
been irreparably broken. 

\'III 

.\ s a further result o' ~azi and Fa3cist per;-;ecution huge numbers 
of Jews ha\·e been wiphl out and great Jewi-,h in~tituti1m • of learning 
ha\·e been de. troyetl. The only larg<> Jewis11 group left in Europe 
i::; Rus::--ian Jc>wry, and it i • our hope th,1t our rr-lations with this 
growing body of coreligiuni:--b will become cbser with the passing of 
time. In order that Ru!'sian J ewry may he able to .sun·h·e as a 
Jt•wish religious group, it i~ es,ential that they h, gh·en larger 
C'pportunity t > & -:ure religious in:-truction and to clen•lop religious 

• institutions. Your committH•, ttw:-eforp, re> ·tmmends that the 
Confert'Tl('e re:--11t·tt fully petition the l -. S. :. R. through the 
Ru~!-ian Ambassador in y,·a.-hington to r( \·ol~e all laws pro
hibiting group religious in.c:-t:uction to people under eighteen years 
of a~e. awl to permit th~ 0;r·1ing of reli6iau,_ seminarie.:; for the 
trainin~ of rabbis and religi.Jus tearher.s. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J .\C.:OD R. ~!.\Reus, Chairman 

The report was rccciYl'd and the recommendations were 
consid red seri(!ti,n. 

Recomrncndation: I- I I 1 ',Ycrc.• adoptt:d . 

Ru:ommendation I\- w~1~ refrrrld to the Executi,-e Board. 

Recommendations \'- YI were adopted. 

Recommendation \ -II wa., r ·ferred to t lw Committee on 
I'n·. id( nt - ~~ "i\h:=:~~1ge. 

Ru ommlr<lation \'Ill \\~.s ~.mc11<. d to 1-...ad that a delega
tion lw .sent !o c, nfu wit.1 tb.> SO\·il't ~:mba,:-y in \\'~!:-hin!!lon, 
and a:-;k that pcrmi- -..ion be gr .. nttu for rdigiou, i11:::truc:tion of 
c.hildre11. 

Thi~ r .m.cndnwnt \\ a::; uduptC:cl by a Yote of 50 to 3~. 

'l'he nport .,, .. :-- .. dopte:cl as a whol\; ,ts ~mC:nded. 
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DI CUSSION" 

Re 011 1 rwla 1 ·011 l l l 

Robbi l~Sl mau: '.Youid it not be more :.id-vi:ab]c> if the 
hai1·m:. n nf tl i •, mm;tt e wot:.ld rnc<>t v. ith t lw editor and 

expr ~-" th , ie,\ Jmint of th, Col\ft re nee, n_.t h('r than do it by 
c·OITt.'.SfJom1 ?ice? A lettt r c·· 11 b 0 ignored, whcrca~ an interview 
would be me re lik ly to bring rrnult:'-. 

Rabb-i Jiri 1:nr ·: It . ( C' 1 s lo me tliat the publication has 
(·hanged its m.mf' lJut that the orgar~izution h:1~ not changed 
it~ purpo. e or it funetion. An we propo.,ing that the organiza
tion should d::.. velop throughout ! he C'l>U 11 ry Jev.·i:-;h commu
nity counrib of wh: h the S) 1.:. gC1g . h,Juld be a parl? If that is 
the intention I th'nl· wr lwx~ a verv cl,•batable malter before 
us. Some of u. may be- in·, r ·steel in prnjccting in American 
Jewish life r.ot Jewhh c01an 1 m;ty eomwi] •. Lut Jewish coun
cils of ::;ynagogs and t,.n >L\s. L1 otht>r wort.::;, lo develop Jew
ish life in the community ~.round the religious aspects rather 
than the combined secuhr ~nd r~ligious aspects. "\Yhat is 
behind this l\.sol ttion? 

Rabbi JI arcns: 'l'hel·~ 1: something definite b 2hind what 
I have in mind. Tho~e of you 1.\.·ho have b?en watching the 
American sc(lnP. :lre ccnsc·ious of the foct that attempts are 
being m~de to <"re:tt(.! a >J"ation·1 l Jp;,visn co:nmunit,y council, 
on the ba ·is cf the lo ·:li Jc,,·ish rommuuit:v t'.ou·1eils. It is quite 
obvious to most of us th::i.L t1,e Council of J~wish "\Yelfarc Funds 
is trying to er at~ a n:itioncll organiz::tion an<l it is their hope 
to create c!. sin,lar r,rgm,ization. They have not hesitated, how
e;,-er, by changing then me of the magazine and rn1ling i1, "The 
Jewish Community" to entfrJly i6nor~ the synngog and the 
whole r~ligiou.;; appr~nch. T~1is i.; a \'TJ.rning to th_m thaL w2 
are oppo::.ed to a ~..:·1 ulm· J 2w:sh co:m:nunity. 

Rabbi Pifr,Jli!:: Ther0 i~ a rcla• ionship between this pro
posal by the C!1:1irman of this commiltee and the sugge5tion 
by the Pre icknt of the Co:ifen:nr.e t!rnt ,ve urg~ and support 
the creation of a mccha:1i::-m whic~1 s11PiI n)prt'sc-nt American 
.Jewry, similar to the Amcri'--'an Je\rish Confer2nce. I move 
that thi::; r commendation h~ rd2rr,:d to the C >mrnittee on 
Presi lent\: r-.Ie~sagc. 

Rabbi Raucl1: \ ·c c·:i~mot po:-;sibly know what will be the 
re:-ult of r •ferting tl!is r \ ommen1lation lo the President' 
l\fessaac Corr.mitll l', and we ec-r ainly haYe no jur:sdiction 
o-ver the Jew:sh ,·omPiun;ty 1mhlicatio!1. \Ye should, tlwre
fore, appron~ tlw r C'C)Jnff:rndat ion of the Chairman of the 
c.:ommitlt'e for I f •el it i:.,,; e~sr'n ial that we inject the r~1igious 
point of view that the Chairman ha.:; in mind. 

Rabbi Stu,1: Our I\?qur.< Lhat a section on religion be in
duded does not neces~ari:y mean that it ..,,..ill be given a reli
giou presentation. The ::-.ccular group C')ncb.1<:tin~ the bulletin 
can present religion from a secular viewpoint, \\ hich b just 
the opposite of what \YC clesir~. \YL ought either ask for the 
right to con<lud a section, or al least to have the opportunity 
of conferr;ng with the edi tor on the contents of that section. 

Rabbi Oplu r: \Ye ou611t to appron~ tl1i:-; rncommenclation 
without rpfen1nce to the ~u!!g• ~tion of the Pr0si\!(:-nt in his mcs
~agc. ::\Iay I abo urge th~t \';'• refer ~his mr.tt r to the Syna
gogue Council of .\meriea ::1::- it in,·olv ·s tlw whole of Amt-rican 
Jewry and not only the m2mbf r~ of t 1P ConfErPnce and the 
rnion. ,re as a Conf rd1rc llught to m~fr~ our recommenda
tion but as m1c1mber.-.. o!· the Syn:igo(rue Counc;l we ought to 
rrqu(•::-;t the Coundl to ln: it~ infb"ncc t·> bring about a closer 
relationship bet w0en the rcmmmnl a1hl reli<riou~ bodies. 

Ra~bi Fr('e]wf: I do not thirt!-. it fair t<J bin'l thP hand:- of 
the Pr(l. ident':- :\Ie,,3g,~ C'om·nitll e with specific ins• ructiom; 
on what dec.:i--ion" it should nrnkc. If you rd'u· both the PrPsi
<lenl 's :tateme. ai1d thi~ n•:--olutio!1 to the Pr '~id(.lnt\, ::.'.lPs
!-:.l~e ommiLtPe, t hi.;; eoP11.1ittPe will then hrin2 in a ,..__port. 
\\Then thi:- report i-, r ad Ibbbi Oj>her c~rn rnak0 his :u~gl'::-tion 
about referrinfJ" i· • the S\·n~ go~un Council. hu we --hould not 
hind the hands of the rommittce in aci,·anc:e. 

Rc:bbi .Jc:,, s G. l/dl r: l think t1wre i-: a· r ... mt.:11 lou::; amount 
of unclear tl.inking in th": tI;.- ·u -...inn. 1 tln H'>t ,~c• a 1y relation
!-hip bet\• .... en th 0 pnpo ,al of Dr. :\I:·t\"J.~ and that runtained 
in the Pre~ident ·:-- :\I •-..31~ •. Th~ Pr ·.~ic.!cnt tre:.ued of the po:.,j
:-;ibility of s.•tting up a p r 1:i. ~nt /..tnrTi ·nn J ~•.vi ·h Con ft ren<·P. 
\\"hether there i:- 11ch a y,t1·m:rn .... 11l ) .. r.1eric_,n ,jewi:--h Cunfer
t.'nn· or not, t'm1m~n1it:; counl'ib ,·,·ill c· nti1mc in thi:-. coun, rr. 
TherdotE.'. I thi,~k the motion w r~f, r thi.-: to t 11 .. • Pre--idrm's 
~Ie::::-:ige Conlmit t~e i, an LIT0r. I al,) think the :--t~ltement 
made on thP floor th .. !t the \ omrnunit,· c-rmneils ha,·e no re
ligiou~ , f 1liation~ i-; aL o nn L rroi·. .\lmo.:.t all t· rnmunity 
l'Otmcil., in t~is couPtry t•mb:·a1.:e r •ligious org nizatio11-- in 
t!1ei1· m mber:--hip, and all'or l r pr(;, nt '1tion . not only to tht.> 
~ynaC!og.-:. hut to othE-r rt>ligicn1~ group,. ·1 he u.:;e of the t~,rm 
"Jcwi~h Communit~:·· for thi, publi ·::. i >n without ;,•ny ref
u-cnce to the rC'ligiou, 1;re of the eommunit:, i.-: r,g-r ltable 
and !'-hould ik c ,rrected. I think it w m!tl b~ l'Ot','<:rtc,I if pr1..1p-
1. rly hroucrl:t to the ;,,th ntion of the peopl~ \\ ho han~ done it. 

Rabln' Perley: I think Rabbi Heller i.:: incurr c·t. The JL'w

i.,h conmrnnitr rou 1eil or!!anizations t nd to nc~atc an Aml•ri
c·an J \\'i,h Confr.r1.:nre ;, ltoget h r. The \\ hole h:. ..,j..., of the 
.fowi:h romm~mity eo!.mdb i~ in a ::-;omewhat inehoate --tate. 
In ~ome communities the community eountib arc functioning 
on a fine pbne. Jn other::. they ~•re merely :.t name. I think 
the n1lation-...11ip cf the 1-. ... ligil"\u fore: ~ a::; wtll as the educa
tional fore s. ho,1ld a:,=-,Ume a larger a. pt:ct in such a community 
pronTam. I thi11k t11 l'C' ,hould he organiz d within thi~ Con
ference a :-pLci~.l committPe to study and propo~e pJar.._ for the 
i osition of dw n ligi1.. u: a1vi edu"a ional force, in the commu
nity council. 

Th( m1,tion to rdlr l r c:on Inl nd:tt;on to he Commith.:t> 
on Pre;--:dc.111 • l\Ie:~--. 'l' \,·~, '<. t. Thr, riginal l'll!Omnwnda
t ion w,.:-- ndopted. 

Prc:-ident ih·cr in the Chair. 
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Rccommc1•dation I\· 

Rol>!Jl' 1~.w•nnr•1·: Th• Cl airm,m nssume:s that in every 
c0n,mt1ni!y t}l(l CPrnn:ur.;t:· Rc1;;ti<,nP C'omH_.iJ are reprcsenla~ 
live of tl:t> P, In<' 1 1E r11 11 ~·. In Sl. Loui;-; t 11e Synagogs and 
Tl'mpl, ~ ,'re not 1q rt::-c>ntul ·n 111<· Joe-: 1 C'onirrnnity R<!lations 
C'ouneil. Has t ht C'<'nfn c n,·1 < ,·c r goon<> on r Tm cl ~;ug:~e~ting 
that Synrig<'g~ sh, II Ix rcprcP< ntc d in kc-al tountil.:..? 

Robbi 111 utcus: \\'h,lt I am J .. opo,ing is Uint lhe four major 
organiz, tions coordin, tc· ti dr work through the ~.~tional Com
munity Rei: t;, ns Ac 'vi..,ory Council. A ~un•:">~' shc'.ved that 
there wa,;; a con:-id~r,•bl,, <n- rJ. µping on l!lll p.!rl of these four 
m·g-,mi;:·•ti< '", ;,,nd l·n.!e !-. ,ms ,Jf 1~1 Ny.w<re being wasted. 
\\'hat wear<.! trying to do is to ur6e th2~ie org,,nizalions, through 
thr J)O\H_•r of 1,ublie; opinion, to coop::--r~.t.c, or to at least clear 
their project::, so that there should be no ovc-rlapping. 

Rabbi BookstctlJer: I do not think we have to worry very 
mueh about the puh1!c::iti()n of the community councils if in 
each cornrr.unily we would irnplt:mcnt the Synagogue Council 
idea. In my 0\\ n ccm1!1unit y \\ t:ch hus only four rabbis, the 
Synagog-ue Cou11cil is thwrriul by virtue of the fr.ct that the 
secular grc1,;p iric: to arrm!'lle unlo it. lf ;,,ll authcrity. \Vhat 
we, as a ConfcrrncC', should a 1 tempt to do is to hm·e an dfec
ti,·c Synrigoguc Council to combat tbe FC'Ct~kr influence ·which 
is com~ng into our national Hf e. 

RalJbi So1i'Ul'l • '. Cohan: I think this recomm ~n<lation is 
d<.'finit<.!ly p:>rL of the ~ame iclt?n Jn·2sented in the President's 
~kss,!gc ],ist nighL. Th~ Pr,•~id<:nt c:i.lh:d for the recr~ation 
of the Jewi~h Conference on a n~tional seal<.:' to supersede the 
cxisL:ng national organir.:itions. Thi:,; motion cal]:'; for some
thir.~~ similar. The ::-~me is true tJ[ t he sugge3tions in reg:1rd to 
the Syn:tgogue ounci!. All c,f these ar inter-related and 
~110uld go to the CommiLtee on Pr.~~idf n1 's l\fr~s«<r<?. I there
fore moYe you that all I he ·e sugg·~~ti0n: b:: ref" rr~d to the Com
mit tee on Pl'E~ident's ).Ie~sage. 

Reco,n ,nendotion V 

f?abbi Fri.wit : 1 think we shoulcl go furth:-r th:rn merely 
thankirg the Prc~idu1l. The FE-derr-1 Clrnrc:he~ of Clirist, at 
its rerc:r:t Co11ft J\ .. nce, r ... c·on~JY•en<1dJ tc the Pr sic!enL that the 
J,~\\ s be Jiberafoc-1 1 o uln1it r or? imn"igr"ll~ s. Our C::mfrrence 
em r-ncl ~hould do no les~. Tr.~re is ~ movement to re<::trict 
in:migra!ion still further. \ ·e want 11,·s country to do its duty 
l<J\'., rd::; tho, 'J who need home:-. :::.nd I v,1ould like to !1 ave the 
comrnittt p nv;c,rd the r .... e,.rnmtndr-tion ~o ask for the a<lmi~-ion 
of furlht:r imrnigr::rnt:,. 

Rabbi J1i arc11s: ,Ye c: n,icknd t1·<! po,..,ibilitv ot c...!--king for 
._, libcraliznt ion of the irnrnignttion L,, ~- Y'e r.:-~ilize thc:re was 
not the .light(st chanc1.! ot ~u:ur:rg r1crc> lib<r~l h.tY ·s: \\'C 

th ught it the prrt of wi~dom to ~.::ik that the !·1 ,•·s whit:11 ,1re 
alrer.dy in existence he carr:cd out in humane fashicm . 

Rcc,.m1l1Cndat i(),1, i·111 

Rabbi Brick,ur: Let rre a.:-:k tlH.' ( 1, airnurn wlwthtr it is 
not true that rl l:gious suninr.rir.:-; rn_• P< 1 rritu d? There i:-.; a 
Gre<k Orthodox :-c·mrn~:'? v,huc:11 c.nn Hebr w is being 
trlught. . 

I'fl~irlc 1tl :,:i[u r: Thi:-- rceO!Lrn n<:a it1n rc·flrs to trmnmg 
of children t: 1<1cr < ightu·n, ::iu1 th , CJH:nin,y of n lif,:!iCJl,.:; ::-C'rni
narits f<,r the tr._ ining <fr~ bbi.- • 11d r lihius tu~thn~:. 

RaMi il.Ja,C1 1s: I rr:::.,!e the,; m r~ ·< mmcndalion la. t rear 
~nd thi~ same < bjection wa-. rai::- ... d . [ tommunit:lt"d wi1h t hC' 
l'., SR E1r ba:-::-y ,,n<] rccdnd a n:ry ~tr,ng+-' ; n,•,yr r. n,unl'l y, 
that l~1C'Y had no information to gi·:i.: n,P on th, sl !>j, d . F'rnm 
the report~ of Lra,·c l](lrz- and \';rite;·~ it i ~ e':itknt th~t a (;rer>k 
Ortl10dox ~emin.ry i::, f·,h.:tionin~_r i1 Ru-. i . Kn v.inrz t11at 
tlw RuP~ian~ do beli v in ; 1'tl"' ·•in typ· pf p.1rity. l a:n 1•~m
,·in<.: d that if the~' ar...' ..;timut 0 ci h~· pu) ie opi!'l'on. tint tl) y 
wiil JLf:nit tl1..! op, .. nin~ \)r a J v: .. :;i .,.-:·n=•nry. ~1:1·1 1,h,1t ulti
mately they may JPrm't th• op~n·ni of rdi/:0:1; ..; •110::>l~ :in,l 
:s~rnin3rit ~ for the J l'\,._. 

Rabbi AI,la,11<:rl: T,1e 1 ,-_/ut=on ~Hll':-.. , r,JP tt> imp!;,· a 
<:ritie;:sm of Rus. ·a and tl.e \' ~~- , 1 lY ~ r • !•t1·m1lti!.1! or not p, r
mitting rdigion to be t~ u 1.d1i. r \' i ,h it. lC uld be r(-\\'• r ILd o 
as nol to ~q>p(;, r to be a <.:riti i:'m but a r q1.e-, f, r Ll'(:.adl r 
religious C<!ucation. 

Rabbi I'crl,Pa1: Thcr."' i. def P~ dy ~ (har.~~ d pn:n 1 of \·i1.:'W 

in Hu•·,ia regr..rdin!! rdirrion. I l is Ctr· ,,inly JJrop l' that this 
'on l\r nee take note of th·. c1,~.ng cl ,it(· udP ~nd ~ !.'k that 

opportunity be gin.n for r ... !:g: u~ i1 ,true ti,m for • bosc- undrr 
eightrcn :ind to pumit the oprn; 1g of Je\'.':,11 rdi·Jio,., :--"mi
naril'.:-. 

Uabbi Brick,i r: 
:-·wuld a~k that th 

I, rrree \•, ith tl1~ pre'-; Ll :-p~'1~~er that \\'l' 

Ii) r. I a titurle wh:ch i - ,·1 •;:11 ! it-.21f in 
Ru:-.-ia be extended tu tht. .Jev,.;. \Ye :--l1t>ttld fo .. t h, ii the change 
oi the rcligiotL atti ude, we s!1oul I no e w:th gbdne..;_ .. the fact 
that one ~eminary ha: been allow d o f.mcLion a:1d we : 110ulcl 
ex pre,,.; our hope that tl1L·re will be ut 111-.:r~, ~111rl then we ,hould 
ttrl!P t hat thi~ ne\·; liberal pirit . hould inciudt: 1 rmi: ·ion for 
rcli!!iou~ in~truclion to thildren . In thi:-- \·;~-, \ ·e ~1Yoid the 

<C • 

implication of an gatiYe cri ti<.'ism . 

Rabbi Roi~in: I full>· <1gr e with v.h~t ~\,;:,, . aid Ly Rabbi 
Bril"kmr. But r1=,olution-: ,Te ncciYed l :· thP R1r L ;:.n Em
h,?s~>· Y ry cl!ly. 'fhi~ i, ~uch an imi or~r 1t matter that I 
think \',fl oug1.t to ~(nd a delegation to pre.~ nt the m~ tte:r to 
tl tm in a~ friendly ~nd in a::- }kl'-"U. ,ive a manner a, we po::;
-:ibly can. 

Tl' ,'Ir nc!mi nt that n c' 1 c, t:011 b . nt to call on the 
Sovil t .A_.rnb~ , ador \', s ntlopte<l b~ a \'O l! of 50 LO 3::!. 
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5)20 CCJ\I: gal. ------Gros;-;----

Na' l •• ·~mil([ '. ,· >li H: • ·~\·,: ha~ C'Ome lo us from Europe 

of th,., it- p nin., o." th• ll bbinieal S •tni!11ry in l'ome and of 
the r~. un pt ion of rdirri u in ructi,m at lhe srrninary in 

Buclap' ~t. l moYe th tt w . n I them a m .. ,s !!f: of g1't:etina: 

and (-'l1COUt', g nwnl, and if Wt' c•an. 1 hat \\\.! tind so:ne way of 
helping th se :-.trnggling in tit nti•m . 

The motion w:-:- adopt d. 

'! he report of the Joint Cc,mmi~sion on SYn~w:og Aeti\ ities 

was n:ad by 1 ahbi Jacob D. Sehwnrz. 

HEl'OHT oJi' .J()INT < O!\L\Il~SH) .• ON' 

FYX.\G(JG \C'Tl\'l'l IE~ 

ThC' \\ ,rl O (' \I O \ ~-· 'l •Ir \<''iv.tic>, h·i-- benn 

r 1m , 1 I h 11 1 1 l 11 111 \ . until 

tu1lay it h , to it rrC:' lit nrrny ol l a 1 l n w p~o~c>"t • 0·1 w 1i ·'1 a 

large number oi Cnion as ,..,.,,l) ·1 1v,:1-l1nio11 C' 1n•~n,gnti )11...; d 'Y •,l'I, 

at le>ast in a m • tsur •, fo1· --tim 11:l•i n a·1 l a-;~i"'ta 1 • ., in c,1r,·yi:11; 1>:.1t 

their own prog ·:rnb. I'art:-•,tlar!.v sin°1..1 the arriv.tl of th0 n°w clire"

t">r, Ital>hi .i\h~1ri '£>. T. Ei,0 n )r,1111. th, <'XP'l 1.;i i 1 01 thi .. dn;nrt:1p 1t 

of the lfni,m h·i-. pro•>•] l hv 1•1)· a1 l hi11l,;. I) 1·· l{ t 1P pi:;t 

}Car, \\t' ha1:,• h."1 e1;·1,,f i•1 pr 11, i1 ~ n, I•,; t ll'l t,\''1 v µ >

jeet,:;, s nn • uf I.,,;., •r a'l l »n • o ~ l "in 1 >rta,1 • '· b·1t ill o tl1om 

C')tlC~i,·e l a·1 l ca •r; • l o·:t alo 1~ t'1 • lin"; of our, by thi.; ti•n 1 w~ll

known ohjf'~tive, th• i 11:ir.:>v ·n • 1 of t'1, syn:.16 :>~. ta'::in-, o..1r <·ue 

frnm a-11 in r:)):> •:-. :.: m wi 1 th• r,11JY., a·1 l ot1 , .. <''l 11r.'~(ati~.rnl 

Ieadl•rs. 

For s~v.•ral year~ 111,t b~ ·a:is0 of WM c )n-liti,rns a.n 1 aho h.:?i::ause 

of rapid e,•:i"lsim. t'12 w1r~ or t 1P C):nni••i.):1 h1., s1Ie:-~l from 

lack of a.de·11.rn ~ pe:-.-unn~l. At the la,t m '»ti 1_~ o[ t'.1~ C.Hnmis3ion 

held on D.?:!emher G, 1'.Hl. this p::)h!n·n r"' • ,· ,J l 3:?ri'.>1~ c0n~Ucra

tion and pla H ,\':?re m 1 le for in.!r~:1-d11-' t 112 p2r.:;:->n 1'=>1 a, snn as 

budgetary a'lrl other c:mditions permitte l. The fir.:it ad:iition has 

just been m1de by th2 apJ'.)intm~nt, of Rabbi Jo3ei1 H. Fre'.l l:n:in, 

who will devote-him~ ... lf ti) the w Jrk of the In3tit11te3 on Ju hism 

and other c3tablisheJ proje:!t3 of th° C:m1 ·ni33i::>n. This will not 

only make possibte an ime:ni'icatio:1 of v:ifrn., p::-:>jJ::!ts w:1ic11 have 

not been de\·elo;J!:!:l as fa!ly a3 d~3irc·l, Int t:13 c1,ryin5 o:.it of new 

projects alrea:ly approve:i b:,1 the C:lm ni1-3b:1 a.1 l ot"l ~n w:1i:!h 

have harJ to b3 p::>3tp:>nei. 

C11rrcnt ProJctfN 

Jnstit11t"s on JI! I ii,mi. Th~ C'om·nis3ion ha~ put its personnel 

and Ia~ilitie3 al the di-sp33a1 of th ~ Joi:1 t C >.n-ni33io:i on Institutes 

on Ju~lai~:n for the Christi.111 clerJy a11·l h!:!.3 cbn? ev~rything in its 

power to facilitate thi:; wxk. .\ SJ~ 1;·at3 reJJrt of tha C::>m'11is~ion 

on Institute..-; ,..,-:n b:! pres~11t l l} th~ C. C. A. R. at t!1i; m:'=>tin; 

hy the chairman, R·1hbi L ·)~.fr:; L. 11.l~n. Th,, D:-:!'.! t::>r of t;19 Com

mission o'l Synagog .\ctivitie5, R:ibbi Ja:!::>b D. S..:h .v.1rz, h'.l-, b~en 

acting as Sc ·retary. 
Commiflc; ->n t11c ('11·,1lili.1t~ I. The C1m'11itt~e b stuJy the prob

lem of the una filiat~ I h:n b~?:1 er;J.{~ l in 1ayin~ th ... go...11 l w:>rk 

f c.ir much nee fa l ''mi:•nianary" a:!ti,·ity in b:ihalf of Reform Juda

ism in four areas: in the laq~ r m 1 tro;nlitan C:! 1te,•5, in the small 

towns, in the rural area'5, anct ann:1 T th.., Yid lish s=3-:1a1~h·~ labor 

groups. The subwmmit ~P2 on lar~er m"'tr.>p >litan c :1t~r3, of which 

Ir. ).fax R. Schrayer of Chica:p j.,_ cnairm:rn, ha3 been m1king 

plans for the organization of new R2form Cv!1~r.!~,i• iom b sele~ted. 

localities and with the con:a:.ent of the esL:ibli;h~J R~form congre

gations in those lo~alitie3. Fo~ir ci ie1 ha,·e h2en sel2cted in which 

to commen~e work during the C'>minJ Yt"'ar, a:; thJ re.1uir2:l p2r3::>n

nel and an1ilable fund3 pe:-mit. For this work, rahbis com;)rising 

returning chaplain..; a11'l othc:-s w:1'1 arc allle an:l w;llin~ to dc,·ute 

them ·eh·e.s to thi3 ta .. 1i w:11 he e:1-~a.~e I. The Dirt!::tor of t11e Union. 

Rabbi ::.Iaurice ~,. Eis~ll'lrath, is G·•:1°ral Chriirm:in anJ Rabbi 

Jacob D. Schw:.1r7. is Se.:.-retary of th'.:! Gen~ral Committee. 

Ccrcm·mie.-{. The pe!'.:;'m'1el a 1 l f.1-.!iliti"'> of thl, Comm;s ion 

have be,m utiliz<.! l a - her\·l'>io,·~ to t':.t ;y out tile !)la:1'3 an l pro luce 

the materials originate.I by t 11J .Joint Committ~l! 0!1 Cerem rni~s. 

Rabbi ·hwarz is th 0 SJ..!,e~arv of the C·)•n·nilte". A s~parale 

report of the Com•nittee o C' J,-~'TI >:1ie, w:11 bJ p:·ese:1te l t, the 

C. C. A. R. at this m~eting by the Ch·1irm·w. Rabbi Lnui,; Witt. 

/Idp for 'yn 170:, B 1i[di11J. T!1·• Com•11i,·iJn h:11 inlT:{urate:l 

three ne\\' s~n·ic ,., f >r c Jn~rP~ t• i->.1 ~ w:1;e11 a:· plan•1in~ t0 buil!'i 

new buildings or a L!iti n..; t.i .>l ! !nil-Jin~-. or t.0 rt.:rn J.lel. Profes3or 

Franz Lan-l~b~rgei' , L '..:tlm•; i:1 fo vi.,'1 .\··t :1 thG H~b:·ev,: Union 

Colle6c, s0 n-e~ a..; Yi ;;tin~ Cm ~:1!:a•1t ia ·yn·1~0~ a chite~· ur·•. He 

Yisit..; a11y con~.-e6 uio:1 d ·ir:.1 r hi., s ,:·\·i~e,; for c,rns:1ltatio:1 with 

the Buildin;{ Com•ni~tc.,,, a:-c'1i·e·t. U'l l othcc in 1 ":e,tu l pe:,m~B; 

the congre~~1tio:1 int11r, n I fi:1 l'l ·Lil oh'.i~:ition except t,a•:eling 

t>xpens2s. ~Ir. Ifari y ~I. Prin e. a pra • ic:n~ ur.:hite:.:t in Xcw York 

City has ,·o!unteere i to s~n· • a, c 111 ultu;-it a·1 1 t,•.:hnica1 ad\'isor 

on plans. <Lir c 1!1'.~r •:!.t:'>:1~ h , ~ h::?..! 1 invit . .d t, ~e'1 I the;r plan;s 

and :-pccFicati >n, t > ~I.-. Prin ·e f, r a'1·1i::..;i, a~ to a l[''{'.l't'::,·. utility, 

and ju-.ti fable eo t~. ~.Ir. l'rin..: 0 1 .1 als') un l.,nak •n t') p:-e;)are, 

a .. ~ug~11..;,;.ion,:; m 't<:l.· .. -..k •t-=he, of fr 1:il ele\'ation an l !1 h.>r pla:1s 

iur tongr.· ·;i~ion; oi thr e ni,ferent siz •-., n:vn ,}.:,, witl1 a main

auditorium-2c:1tin!~ capacity of bnn :!OJ to :1.J I, .)':JD, an I 1 ~'1:J or 

more, re,-pceth·ely. ~fr. Prin::P ha.::. ll'~e:1 remlering am >:-t important 

st:•r\'ice without eompen:,ation and thP pruf un:l t 1iak, of the Com

mission arl' herewi·h lt>!l'IP:-e I to ~L·. Prince f,Jr his in•;du thlc an'i 

un:,;elfish l'Ontribution. 
, ·-L' and \ '-J /hr 1 •. \\\> as-:i,tC' I our <'on•~r\.',;ations in celeb:-:1t

in~ \'-E anrl. \'-J day, re~per.:th·ely by iurnbhin~ :,;ug~estion, and 

material:,; for the program. Many ex,)re,sion-- of app ·t.>~iation were 

recci,·ed. 
J.-:ra£l Si,17,. Our alh11m of -:r•lectio 1s from the B;rnll'lum t'ollec

tion of Jc\\ i:--h liturgical 111'1'-ic L·om the Hehre,, ·nion College 

Library, / ,ra l ,"11-:. has enjoyel a grat11.·in~ initial di-..trihu

t:on. (h·er jvU sets ha·:e been di-tr'butP,l to our congr2~.:itio11s anrl 

thPir auxiliary group,. To date t \\"f'ni.y-ffrp Hillel Foundations 

ha\'e purch.15ed the alhum. We ha ·e li:-:e\\ i e suc,-·eede<l in clistrih

ut in~ a number of album:: to incli,·idual.. The ::-Hcee:-.~ of thi=- \'enture 

has already been so marke l that the C'ommi.--sion ,·oted unanimously 

to go into quantity produetion for wile-spread distribution to 

hn-ers of Jcrni,h mu il', librarie •. locnl units of national organiza

tion , and the like. One thou-;and thlditional ~ t:-- of rccorrl.:; ha,·e 

lH.en contracte I for, to he cli-..po-..ed of duri1.~ t.1 1 comin~ ~eason. 

Rw1io 'Trcrnsacription Rccor<1~. Three ~et-; of radio transcription 

r 1cord· of .J ·wish liturgital mu,ic huve been di tribute!. Six selec

tions from the Birnbaum nl'..l k contained in J.·rut I S ,, 1;; were 

hro:1Ck:1--t oYer .'t. ti n WL\\' in r,incinnati in h:,:1 r Oi th~ 70th 

annin•r'-ar.r of the Hc>br >w l'ni ,n Coll•~gi.:. The :-.Jco,· b were offered 

frt•P ui ehar •<.> to any congregri,ion \\ hi ·h \\ ould ~ua:-antee the use 

of them by the lo· l ra ~- J ... ::i.tion <l:- s·a ion<.;. Two --~ts of tran::;erip

tion ri" >r,1-- o, lit irg· ·:1 m 1-..· r 'vrll l b:· th, L'nite l Jewi ·h Lay

men':; Committee of _;1;w Yur'. CJty 11. \•._• b •pn imilarly di,trihuted, 

one cont, ini 1.,. lll~hi • fur H >Ii hy "•,· ·ice· an I th oth r fo:- Sab

bath '-l'r\ i • ,. ' n o, a'I thn· ha· be n \'Pry good . 

. 11utl1l'r • t of 

bucn prl p, re ! i . 

trib:.itiun in the s~tme way. 

• 1:: nin.! •n·ice., h ... r eently 

,41/m •!l· • ''om:-i1itteJ ior di·-

• 
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Synaaoa Sertion of LIBERAL JUDAIS~f. The Synagog Section 
of Liberal Judaism as heretofore has continued to publish articles, 
comments, experimental services and information items as a direct 
means of assisting and cooperating with rabbis and congregational 
officers in improving the synagog program and enriching Jewish 
life. The magazine L if,cral Judai;1.m itself, which had its beginnings 
in the Commission's magazine, The Synaaon, recently expanded 
its circulation to reach the entire membership of congregations 
belonging to the U.A.H.C. 

l./ nion l\.lernber~l11p Certificate. A certificate of membership in 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations is being presented 
to all of its member congregations in connection with S')me impor
tant congregational event. It is attractively designe:i, printed in 
appropriate colors and bears at the top the m·Jtt~ L'tlto l''nfro-cf:-{o 

}' achdor, 'Come L~t us Take Council Together', in the bo::iy, the 
<late when the congregation joined, and at the bottom the seal of 
the U. A.H. C., with the re~pecth·e signatures of the President and 
the Director. A special ceremony is arranged and wherever possible 
the certificate is presented by a representative of the e. A.H. C. 
It has already been presente:.l to twenty-eight congregations. 

Xational .4ssocialion nf Temple Secrclarie~. The ~ational Asso
ciation of Temple Secretaries, organized in 1941, which operates 
as an agency of the Commission on Synagog Acth·ities, has been 
making splendid progress. A very fine serie.:, of m::etings were held 
at the third national com·ention which took place in Cincinnati 
~1arch :3 to 6, 194,:;, concurrently with the XXXIX Counril of the 
U. A. II. C. The program based on the general lh'-'m~, "The Place 
of the Secretary in the Temple Structure," look thP form of a series 
of round table discussions led by expert an'l coverin~ the relation
ship of the Secretary to the rabbi, to the Board of Trustees, to 
auxiliary organization , religious S"hools, com'llitt"e~. an-I m ?mber
ship, and to the community at large. A kit has ju,;t b?e11 is3ue:i 
containing outstanding exam::>les of form, in c:mne"ti.>'1 with syna
gog membership, admini tration, finan:::e , p•1blicity, C?m~t2ry, and 
other related pha5es; it will b0 <listrib:.itei hr th2 b0 ,1e'1t of e"re
taries of all congregations in the L'". A. H. . D:.iring the year the 
Association as isted fh·e congregations in engaging full-timP pro
fe ional executh·e secretarie . A num!->er of mGmh0 rs of the Asso
ciation have \·oluntcered to Yisit congregationg on invitation to 
meet with officers and committee for the purpose of as'listing them 
in solving their administrative anrl financial problems. 

Town Hall Di1-c11~1.:ion,.:.. Our Town Hall Discussions, issued 
annually, have enjoyed wide distribution and have b~~n utilized 
in a variety of ways, chiefly in connection with the Friday evening 
services, and by Si terhood . Broth0 rhoods, Hillel group-s, aflult 
study circles, youth groups. religious high !-Chooli:;, and othPr similar 
groups. For this year' Di. cu~. ions a timely topic· was ~Plectecl 
dealing with the attitude of the Jew in the modern . t·ene and some 
of the particular problem. whi<>h face him in the h.>pe,}-for n°w 
world. The theme was cfo irled into the following ei~ht suh-topir ·: 
I. Can a Jew Be an Atheist'? \\"ho i~ a Jew'? II. : 11 )'ti I .Je,\3 

R turn to Germany? \\·here houlrl Jew~ LiYe·: 11 r. .'hall .\hie 
~tarry Hi· Iri~h Ro:--e? \\'hy . • ot Intermarrial{P0! I\". Shoulrl 
My Boy Become a Farm~r or a ::\Ie0 lrnnic'? \\·ha• O:."•upation~ 

hould Jews Follow? V. Are Jews St•rond- la ·s Citizen-,? Can 
\Ye Legislate Equality for the Jew·? \T W,1 ere Ca·1 Je,..-.-- Hi le'? 
Can Jew~ Escape Their Jewishne--s·? \'II. How .:\Ian~,,. ,Jpw~ Can 
Pale tine Take In? Will Pale-.tine Soh·e tlw Jewi--h Problem'? 
VIII. L the Jewi h People Dyin~ O.n'? 
Tomorrow Be Like'? One hun lre·l and :,,even y-tw 1 (' mgre!tations 
rec iYed ~~6 copies of thi-.. material for the vario•1::: p~irp:he._ m •n
tionecl. The topic electe:i for lH'Xt :.ea;;ou is "The .Jew in the Builrl
ing of a Better America.·• 

• ~y11ur,o:, :1111i,1:1. Our very fi1w Synagog ~in6 ing pruj('(!t ha::: 
LC'en some,, hat negletted aft 0 r a m,bt e,1coma~ing beginning made 
two years ago. \Ve sugge~tcd a new approach which ga\·e promii:;e 
of O\'ercoming certain hitherto ._eemingly insurm )Untahle dirfi
cultie·. Our ohje.::tiYe is t•) a"cu:tom the C'):lJTP:{'l i1):1~ t•). in6 he 
Hehre,.,,· re·pon"e • anrl hymn· in the syna~o:{ :--en·ice. srnrtinh with 
a few an<l gradually adding oth"r--. A-: a: l, in b:-in~in'.! thi,; ab :n1t 
we prepare:i a pamphlet e:1titleJ "Heb:-ew R e~p:.,11-."'~ a!l I Hymns 
in the Prayerbook," indexed according to th p.1gc ·11 • 11e prayer
book, and a folder entitle:! "l\Ieloclie5 for 'yna o ! Sin.{ing for 

se of the l\lusical Dire..:tor or Leader, in I1Btr:.1ctin~ ~he Congre
gant ," containing -imple an I singable m'-'lo lie:;, an l with sugg <;

tions for utilizing this to the be3t ach-antage. Rt:>hear-..al or practice 
singing wa • sugge ted to he conducted at Si,-terhoocl, Brotherhoo<l, 
and youth group meetings or in group:;: ma·le up of members of any 
of the ·e bodies and any other \'oluteer:--. It was al ·o ' Ug~e ted that 
the religiou~ '-Chool become a nucleus for :mch practic . the chil,lren 
to be im·ited to o ·casional a•lult e·..,-~!'ling service~ lp,•au,e of their 
previou:- familiarity with the m~t ic. One hull'lre 1 and t •n c.>n~re
gations undert•>r>k to try out this plan. T•nr :-tunately, owin~ to 
insutficient a·HI ina lc,1uate pe:-,~nnel in thi-.. <1°;>:trtm"nt. we wer • 
unable to ioll w up thi- proj •~t dwin th• p:i-.. , •i-, n. \V hope 

to pich !p the thr •a I a,;.1i11 ne,t : ·e:ir \\ IL'l th 0 C''-;>' •t,Hion that 
ynag1>~ ,;:;i nging will b~ a'l a·-. m,>ii.-,h • i fa:: i11 .1 c ,-•1-;i c-rab!t• num

ber of our congregations next yc:.tr. 
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l fl-aac AI. W i:,c Alcmorial Sabbath. For the past six years we 

ha\·e stimulated the observanca of Isaac M. \Vise Memorial Sab

bath in our congregations with increasing success. This year marked 

the lOCth anniversary of Dr. \Vise's arrival in America. We sug

gested advance preparations for the adequate and appropriate 
observance with announcements from the pulpit and in the con

gregational bulletin an\l through the various activity groups. An 
exchange of pulpits was also sugge.sted. As usual we issued a pam

phlet of suggestion3 and materials for the program. 
B'nai B' riflz Synar,oy "Sight. \Ve cooperated with the Synagog 

Cooperation Committee of District Grand Lo-ige No. 2, B'nai B'rith 

in the holding of the Third Annual B'nai B'rith Synagog Night, 
originally organized at our suggestion. As heretofore, we supple
mented the proclamation of B'nai B'rith, urging our rabbis and 

congregation,:; to cooperate in this obaervance. \Ve are informed 
that more than eighty per cent of the 10,Jge.3 in the District par

ticipatecl this year. 
Bookkcepin(1 Syi,:fP,n. The Chief Accountant of the Union, Mr. 

Hyman Kanter. prepared a bookkeeping srtem for the normal 
requireme·1ts of congregational accounting and adapted to the 

average needs of our congregations. This was ba:Sed on the model 
budget which we prepared a number of years ago. The system, 
copie of which were distributed to congregations belonging to the 

. A. H. C. on request, ha already been put into operation by a 
number of congregations in whole or in part. 

Synayng Po;:;!cr Stump.,. The ~ynagog Poster Stamps described 

in a previous report were extraordinarily successful. To meet the 

su ·tained demand, a second edition of the same series was issued 
this year. The record shows a total of :340,0GP Poster Stamps dis

tributed to 199 congregations and sixty-three Sisterhoods. A second 
Eeries is being planned. 

Rcronrcr~ion. At its last meeLing the Cammi ·::;ion gave particu
lar consideration to the su bjeC't of synagog recoil\·eraion. The 
Director pre~ented a prelimina:y study e~ltitle'l, " ynagog Recon
verc;ion, or the Synagog and the Returning Veteran," which became 

the basis of con~ideration. As th2 re.mlt of tlrn dis1 ·.Hsion, a num
ber of re~omm~ndations were m:Hl, to our con~reg.1'"iom; a-; to way.s 

and means of welcoming the returning service m.:in M the synagog. 
Chief among the ·e was the re~ommendation that all congregations 
offer a free membership to returning ,·eteran~ for one year. \Ve 
~ent a copy of the Director'' sturly to our rabbinical mailing Ji.~t as 

well as another study entitled "The 'ynagog and the Returning 
\ ' eteran," by the Director of our X ew York Fe'leration of R eform 
Synagogs, Rabbi G.i .. tavc F. Falk. 

The response to our sugge:;tinn for free member.:.hip indicate 
that fifty congregations offere:l free tn ;!mbership to Yeterans for one 
year; one congregation grante·I fre~ nrnmb2rship without time limit 

for the pre ·ent; another granted free member3hip for two years 

and till another, free memher~hip from January l, 19-Hi to Sep-
' tember 1, 19-16; in one cas" the free memher-:hip was offered for 

six month·, in a se~ond ca e for three month. , aod in a third ca. e 
for sixty day:;; el Yen congre~ations cli,l not fa\·or the plan and in 
most case~ took the position that the majority of the ,·eteran<=, at 

least in families belonging to the congregation. were able and pre
ft>rred to pay. ancl that therefore tlw pri-:ilege of free member ·hip 
~hould not he exten<led to them. ~orne congrt>~ations did not adopt 

a definite {Ule but undut0ok to h.inllle each ca~e as it tame up. 
\Ve cooperated with the po·t chaplains at the Separation Centers 

in the distribution of the name ... of the r turned Jewish ~en ·ice men. 

\Ye communicated with them offeri 1g to act a-:; their di~tributing 
a~cnt and receh·ecl many cordial and coop~rati\·e repli(ls. In many 

ra~e.:. the distribution had been arran 'Nl through other J ewish 
agencies a11d in some case:,; the namt:::- of those formerly affiliated 
were :--ent directly to their own c m~re~ation. In three ca-;e.,, nam~ly, 
Camp Grant, 1lli119is, Camp :\l<.:Coy, \\'ist:o:13in. anct Fort 'am 
Houston. Texas. we acted a, the di~trilmting agent. The names 
that we dbtrihuted w~re sent. in the ea--e of tlw~e fornwrly ::ttfiliated, 
to the congregation:-, and in the ca e of the unatfiliated, to all of 
our congrc•gations in the city concPnH.•d: in :-.:ew York anri Chicago 
t}w distribution was made thro.igh th:::. Fedt•ration of Reform yna
gog-., agency of the r .. \. H. C. \\'£• distributed hundreds of 
names through the::,e ,·arious eh~rnneb. 

JI Hirt1l Sa1· irc::1 .for Solo , ·oir, . " ·e ha,·e he ,n enjoying a con
tinuou"::> sale of our \ "< lume of musical ser\"ic£•s for ::olo voice . .'yna

gogs evidently fa\'or this arrangemE>nt eitlu~r when the congrega

tion i: small or for . econdary sen·ice, w:th a limi•ed attendance. 
To date, ~06 congregations ha,·e p4rcha~ecl ~:.!~ copies. 

Director'~ \ ·1:-·it.-:. The Director \"i. ited .'.lbany, Xew York, on 

invitation from the officers of Temple Beth Emeth to make a sur
\ "l'Y of the arlminbtrative a!lci finantial set-up of the congregation. 

HP met with the Board of Trustees, the officers of the congregation 
and its auxiliari 15, the fimrnce committee, and other committee 
chai:-men, and the auditor and made a number of su~gestions based 

on modern trends and the experienl'es of other congregation·. The:oe 
were \\.·ell rec ·in•d and st~ps are being- taken to carry them out. 

I ,1for1111tio 1 • • r fre. nur information sen·iee to congregations 
i,· hy no m e ans our mo.,,t importaut pn,je.:t. Ho \'~Ve;·. it i:- an im
:'ortant by-pr,Jd 1ct and all things eonsidvrerl. constitute.,;; our best 
1·11t1tart:; with the <'ongr ~at ion. I {un ire :l5 of inquirie3 011 all phases 

of ~ynagog imildi 16 :ul'l fa ·ilit i ·~. :dmini') ration . financing, and 
art i'.'ity pro1,.:rams ar an3\1;ered eniry year. 
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New l'rojr.d.'{ 

At the last meeting of the Cummi,.,sion two new projects \\ ere 
adopted. The firE:t Wi!s annual prizes for tlw Le~t Jewish drama, 
poPm, and novel. :,~e~<:!:•,,~ry funds will he <'ontrihutetl by indi
\"idud:- who\\ ill accept the rec:;1>onsi1>ility of financin~ it. The second 
project was a lel ture hurPau for larr,e and small congregation_.,; 
sisterhoods. hroth.!rl1ood3, and otlwr con~r(•gatfonal units. As 
planned, this would h2 not a m.:re J;.;ti•,., of :n·ailable speakers and 
~uhjeets, but would be implemr>11terl bv an a lequate staff to planl 
and pro,·idc out~tmvEn~ ,l\·ailahle -:p2!1ker.-; for all lYP-'.S of congrP
gat ion al program.,. 

Lo11ki111 l'oru anl 

The raDicl expansi )'1 of th~· ,v.>rk of tl1is (' m1111ission give.:; some 
indicrition of it.· p ),-.;i1Jili1 iP.; of usef 1111 ',3 to t!10 con~regations tliat 
it sen·t>3. It;,, furth·••· g-r.nvt11 i, limite I 0•1ly by th<> !imit·~ ion~ in 
thf' grow1.,h awl im_>ro ·cm •·lt tif t'l" ~yn.1·~ >~ it..;L"li. Ic i:; a \·a;• awl 
fortilP fif•ld, to he• intPn~in•ly and Z(>alou ·Iv culti\·:1.t.d for the rc•
habiEtation and t nrichment of ,!C'wish lif P. 

Re peetfully submitted, 

co~rem~:\CE H!•'l'HESC'.'.T.\Tl\'ES o=-,; 

C'()'.1\ll~SlO~ O:'\ 8'\ ~ :\r.Ot; \C-Tl\'ITJES 

J'he re1,ori \', n::-- rt'reh Hl and urdc·n d prin tcd in the Y c~r
book. 

The report of tbl' Commit tc•e on Syn~~gog l\Iusie was read 
by Rabbi Jacob Sin~rl'. 

REI'ORT OF CO:\I~lITTEE ON SYNAGOG M-USIC 

To lite Cc,itral Confcrc11cc of A merfr1iu llu1Jbis, 

COI,LEAGUES: 

The task of providing aclcqu lte music for thf' Syn agog calls for 
the cooperation of musicians who are familiar with our tradition. 
To determine what is genuine and spurious requires the investiga
tions of the musicologist whose specialty is supported by a knowledge 
of the Jewish liturgy. ,ve note with i:;atisfaction that an Institute 
on Jewish Liturgical Music was held December ~4. 27, 1945 at the 
Hebrew l;nion College in Cincinnati, Ohio. A number of rabbis, 
musicians and musicologists were present. The papers read at that 
meeting should be published, or at least distributed for the benefit 
of our organists, choir directors and others interested in this subject. 

Out of this meeting which was sponsored by Dr. Eric Werner, 
a group of men and women gathered on March 11th in New York. 
Under the leadership of Dr. Bernard Carp of the Jewish Welfare 
Board, a Society for the Advancement of Jewish Liturgical Music 
was organized. The representatives of our Committee were Dr. 
Eric \Verner of the Hebrew Union College, Dr. James G. Heller 
of the Union of Americ.,n Hebrew Congregations and Dr. Jacob 
Singer of the Central Conference of American Rabbis. The aim 
of this Society is to prO\·ide standards for Je\,·ish Liturgical Music, 
to fix methods for writing authentic Jewish melodies, to publish 
lists of aYailable music and to encourage the composition and per
formance of such mm:ic by holding contests, the making of recordings 
and by other means to further the knowledg-e and appreciation of 
Jewish music. It was proposed that a short-term course in the 
!cummer be pm\ ided. \Vhile the technical problems belong to the 
specialists, our deep interest as rabbis cannot be omitted. Surely 
the character and cxrdlen~e of our liturgical music is close to our 
hearts. \\-e shoulrl gh·e this Society of Jewis!, Liturgical Music 
our encouragement. Our committee plan::. to apprize our members 
of the progress ma<le Ly this body. 

\Ve note with satisfaction thnt the program committee of our 
Conference has a<loptf'cl our suggestion by giYing more attention 
to music during the S<''-Si{,n~ of our annual meetings. '\Ve are eager 
to enlarge and improYe the muskal part of the Sabbath Eve and 
~abbath morning sen·ices, during which we ha\·e sought to intro
c!uce the ·works of contnmporaneous cornposPr~. To avoid borrow
ing from non-Jewish anrl often from operatic :ind other non-liturgical 
sources, we haYe sugp;esterl selections that were rooted in Jewish 
melodic tradition, but th<::.:e are to be utilized hy composers who 

know how to a\·oid t hP ob..,clete by re~asti11g the eternal strains 
and thereby making them tinwle~s in our heritage. \Ve acknowledge 
our indebtedne.:;s to ~Ir. ~lax Sinzheimer, the DireC'tor of Temple 
, holom choir, and ).fr. I!alph Gerber. th<' director of Temple Isaiah
Israel choir, both of Chiea!!;O. for their fine cooperation . 

At the request of the Exccuth·e Board of the C' .C .A.R., a pro
gram was arranged for an O,ill/ SJi,,l,/1al in whi,.h 'ynagog Mm,ic 
of contempornneou!': eompo. ers might be presentc~. With the chan~e 
of meeting place from Atlantic City to Chicago the plaa called for 
revision. Instead of the ~al hath .\fternnun. we chose the eYening 
for a ~1/clare .l/alkv to he 1,eld at the College of Jewish Studies where 
a display of Jewifh painting~ could prcn-icle a fuller artistic e\'ening. 
~ince the .'abhath E,·e and ,."ablmth l\Ioming sen·1ces at Temples 
:--holom and faaiah-I-..rat•l already afforded the opportunity to hear 
modern Je,\i::,h mu:::ie, our .1Jelarc Jlolko <' insist of a wirler range 
than the purely liturgical. ,Juclairn1 has 1wYer c:ontcnted itself to 
remain within tht> four walb of the bon:-.e uf \\'orship. The home 
has found its part in Jewish ritual r.nd some ceremonies like the 
J{ idc/1,.~1i and t)1e Jfardol11 were ehanterl in both home and synagog. 
Other ceremonies and :-ong:-: are confined to the home. like the ,.'cdcr 
and the Zcmiro.~. In our Jfrtarc Jlrtlko µr,,gram. we utilized se•;eral 
sPltings from the }·0111i111 .\"oruim to which were a,ldecl tlie J/cmfo/o 

and ::;p\'eral foil.r: ,ong~. ale:,,tinian and art . .;ong-. . 

. -\ more important task w,ls gi,·cm to the Committee on 'ynagog 
l\lusic hy the officer~ of the C'.C.A.H .. viz .. to pro,·idc musical set
tings for the newly revisecl l'nion Prayer Book. Yul. II. 1 hese 
musical settings and re.spon~es bel<mg to the l'nion Hymnal, ,-01. 
II for choirs . In line with JJrPee!lent.;, a ~uh-cl)Jnmittee was ap
pointed. consisting of Drs. Eric Werner .. Jairn:3 G. Heller and Jacob 
~inger. with Dr. Werner a, editor. We utilized musi~ found in the 
standard works and adcl•'cl original compo.--ition-: only in cases where 
no well known material wa ... a\·aiblile .. \mong the eompo::-.Prs who 
aided us in thi-:. tusk ure .\hraham ,,-. Binder. Heinrich Schalit, 
James G. Ifrller, .Jac·oh \\'t>ir:ber~. Erit \\"t>rtH?r and Jaco11 Singer. 
l'rom the older ma:--ter:- we took traditional me!odil•=- from tl.e \\Orks 
of. ulGer. Lewanr!O\\ ;;!d and Bantt'h ~ehorr. 

Rabbi !:mac E. ).larcu-,on informed us that the public:ation of 
this additional mu~ic in time for teh High Hn!i lays \\'Ould be im
pos~ihle. so we adopted a tempor:1ry expedient hy using a process 
of blue printing which is inexpimsh·e and at the same ti;ne would 
make this material an!i!able when it i::s urge:ntly needed. The more 
permanent incorpor.!tion of tl.ese additions, as part of the 111011 

Hymnal. \"ol. II can be done later with pos..-.;ible reYisions based 
upon the criticism of tho,e who u,e it. 

,Ye are mindiul of our n.•tommendations which appeared in 
C.C .. \.R. 1 car Book, , ·01. LX l~J.I.) . Some of these await the 
work of muskians who are preparing matL•rial a1Hl formulating plans 
r or ma kin~ .Jewbh . 1 U"'!l' a more !,:tirrin~ \·ehicle for our religious 
II \'. The:-e enort~ are cumulatiYe and ,n, mu,t eont(1nt ourl-eh·e
,\ i I h progrc,, t•\·en if it-.. pace '"'Cm.; :--low. 

We ar~ ~i cl to report that the Chnirm(?u of the ('ommittee un 
Ccn'monie-. H.ahlJi Loui, \':it· . the Committe"' on Liturgy Solo
m m B. Freehof awl the C.m1m·tte, on .'y11a~o, ~Iu--ie Jacob 
• ir .!"• nwt in . itt bur •11 o'.'.1 .:\1 1. • i L 111 1 i. .\ri a~reem •nt was 
du!.· . 1~111~ l in y;hir'1 e.1 h r, .111· .. "' i unh tmy,re l in itq ,,-.)rk 
and a pl.in r 1r ,. in 1!t:1.·on an I 1 ) ~1 i ,.1 w ,., 1 ,nnul.ttlc' I. This 
.,.lan \\ ill r~1110\·t• du;,li ·adon :.Mel n1i.;:1i1 i.!r .. na11( inJs i11 the future . 

• 
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H, rommr-mlal ·mm 

J. " 'e rPeomnwn<I that the f:omrnit tee on Synagog ~rusic es
tabli.:ih a Bureau of Music both at the Hebrew C'nion College and 
the ,Jewish lnstit?..te ( f n .. Jigion where liturigical music should be 
properly catalo~'C1d and listed. We requP:.;t that the Librarians of 
thP.se and other Jewi ·h theclol,!ical institutions be hn-ited to col
bborat with the Institute of .Jewish 1..it urgi('a! ~Iusic. 

~- We recommrn<l that the institute::; of Jewbh Liturgical 11usic 
be held at several cpntE,r~ to whith organists, cantors and choir 
leaders he in\·ited to attend. 

3. A ,Jewish Music " ·eek in conjunrtbn with the Jewish ,Yclfare 
Board shoultl be encourage,L 

4. Information :::ihoulrl he ,;;ecured to gui,le t;he musicians who 
desire to deYote tlwir studie~ totally nr in part to Jewish Music. 
Summt'r courses off er(ld by st>minaries or colleges shoul<l be tabu
lated so that the studpnl might selert the instil ution accessible to 
him. 

,>. Cong::-ehatinnal si11gi11g is a problem wn han~ failed to solve. 
We should arrange a rouncl table to which succ·e . ful leaders of 
group ~inging ,, ot:lc, lw ind: ed. ,lilst how the sehool awl the choir 
might aid in th is prPj1 ·c~ ,, 111 b eome elP:tr if ,, t> d<>votk one session 
uf the C'onft'ren<'c> to thi.., subjef't. If WP ,,ant onr con~regations 
to participate in puhlie ,,.or~l.ip. no l C'ttc>r medium can be devised 
U1a11 ('ongregational song. 

u. The Ilymnal ealL, for re\ ision, hut the proper utilization of 
the aYailable matedal ;:; more urgent. Unfortunately too little use 
is made of our hymns and the fault is 1<1~~ with the material than 
with apathy and incompetence. 

7. Children's songs are a de~iderH'um. Our hvmnal contains too 
few and addition::: to our liturgy as ,n,11 a:~ ~Pas;nal songs prop~rly 
grade<\ migh Wl'll Le,..0111e the major proje:.;t for our committee. 

J .. \COB SIN(;E;H., ('J,11 ir mar/ 

HARRY H. ~L\ YEH 

KURT L. l\f ETZ(:;,:n 

B1m::,,,. .um J. P..umr- HGFR 

Rcs;,ectfully submitted, 

ERIC \VER!\'EH 

Sm~I~Y WOI,F 

JA:-.n:s G. HELLER 

.L\1 OB n. :-:cH\\'AHZ 

The report was rccci, ed and ordered printed in the Yearbook. 

DISCUSSION 

Rabbi I ~stnnan: I ,vonder if the Chairm~.n gave thought 
to the calling of a Convfl1tion of Temple Organists under the 
auspices of this Conferenu.•. so that the Chairman of this com
mittee could bring hir. r, cor!'lm('nclations to the organists in 
person. 

Rabbi Singer: 'I h,!L is why we n;.ade th<' suggestion to huld 
institutes on Syn~'gc-g dusic in ,·~!rious p~ns of the country 
to-contact the orgrmists and dir; c:tm s cf et,r f•hoirs r.nd to pre
sent before them rr.ociel ~u,·iers and to c1~1i~t l heir ct.id in , olving 
our musical µrobl..rm; in the light of our trac!it.ions. 

Rabbi Isterman: \Yhat I had in mind was a national con
ference to ,•·hich choir le:a!er: .:incl org:mi~ts would be invited 
lo study the enti1·e program. I should lik..> to make a motion 
to lhat effect. 

l'pon being put to yo t(•, the motion was lost. 

Rabbi Cw1er: \\ ouM it not be possible to get up a list of the 
Yarious Sabbath :.·nd Ho!.· Day "(1'\ ices ~o tr.at tbe rabbi eould 
make suit~bk, r1..:cc1rime:11<!:..tion when the c-hoir docs noL know 
what mu;-;ic to u ,.~? 

Rabbi , 'inqer: I reromnwnd that ::tll rnusii:al material be 
properly cataloLT(•d rnd that the same be n-:ade aYailable when 
required. 

Rabbi Heller: A fe'.\' year~ ago Dr. (;rin:m prepared such 
a lisL The Confer01we pub]i .. hed il ancl it is :::~ill available. 
All that would be medccl would be for ~<m:eonc like Dr. Grimm 
to bring it up to d~~tc ·o that we could re-:"~ue it for the m,e 
of congregations. 

It was rnoYed and adopted that the li:--t pr Yiou~ly issuPrl 
bv the Confcn:nre be revi-,ed and broutrbt tm to date and be • r • 

published ior the u::-.c 0f congnJgations. 

Rabbi Fram: The repPrt :-:t,ltE'cl tlu•t in auc!ition to the-> 
Hymnal, the committee w,!s ,.r.n:,;id, ring a .:prc-ial Song Bo<)k 
of festiYal and ot l1f r mrl0die~ fer \·arim.1:-- gr dC'.s of tl1t' school. 
I think the c:ommit ('e should go a 1wad \iith this :;pecial Song 
Book right away. 

I'rcs,.-de11I . 'ilrc,-: The (1Ue:-:ti in of " Son~ Bouk ha~ come 
up time and tinw a!!ain :rnd the Ex0 c:u~ive I:(),1rd h:-ts Lied 
that ::-ubjcet up with the r \·i:-ion of the H) nrn·1l. Th()rP i:,; 
no need of ~p cial adior. for the c-tnim:ttee is working on a 
reYision of the t·nion Hymn: I :.•nd it will indudp :--~m5r:- for 
d1ildren. 

Rabbi llella: I think the m,mher::-. (If tlw Conference 0ught 
to con~ratulatl' the rnmr:i;t tee on tl.eir purl in the organ:z, Lion 
of a Xat;onal Couneil"of je\\i-..h Li turgic-al ='luiie. I .. m de.
lighted that tlH.' Execulin• r;o,•1·d of t!1e Confert.'IH:C ,dHl the 
Admini:5tralin· Coirmitt( l' of the l 'nion dec-ich d to attiliale 
with :--u<:h a national council. v.l1i<·h can brc.-on~t> :.m lXtf' dinl,!ly 
Yaltrnblt> t1ntL1 rpri::-e. lt h·::- ,uc·t·eed, d :.dru~rly in t:nlit-tin~ the 
c:cti,·e fUpport < f the Con...,(n·ati,·e and Ort!wdox P1emenL~. 
A great many ta:,.k..., \\·hieh we han' e .. rr·e<l on nwn• or le~~ by 
our~eh-es ought from no\\' on b 0 carried on in eonjui1e.-tion with 
the othtr Jewi::-.h reli!:!;uu:::- f rct::, in the <'<'lintry. I would like 
to ur!,!e that the eommittee Le in::-i.ructe<l to n.::-~a1dy thl' Hym
nal ~rnd to lay tlw {!round ,•:ork for it, rt:Yi:--ion. Th1; publication 
t'f a new Hymnal at the 11re-..enl time i:::, I am afr::tid, irnprat:
tieal. The Hymn~l w .. s pubE,h d only fn~a-t<·C·!l yl•ar: ago 
and it eo::-t the Conference a creat deal of m<'IH:\·. Thai. h.i:-; 
to he tak n into con::-idcr~ tion~ Dut a~ one ,,f the· nwm1wr ... of 
the committee I would be tht- iir.< to ,.dmit tha tht-' t~l:--k of 
rn·i::-.ion \\,t, not completdy u<·ee:,,ful and t11at it do1.::-; need 
re-study and reYi,ion. _\ -..tudy that wa::- m:1tlc at the in:--tarn·c 
of the committee dcmon,tratc, that a rathu distt·(•s:-;ing prn
portion uf the h~. rnn~ in tlw pr~-:u1t boPk are not u:--ed and 
that Wl' are inc.-urrin!! a l'Olbiderable expendit:.m: in c:ontinuing 
to republi h them in the .Hymnal year afLer year. cc:ondly, 
we ought to create new matedal in l)ther dir1.Tti011:-. But one 
of the problem:- that wa:::: n1t.ntimwd by Dr . ..._ imrt.:r requires 
more materi~-:1 for con::-:dt'ration. \\"e need mai.t.>rial for the 
u::::e of thildrc:n for clitforl.'nt g1 nc'e,. Sonw :--ueh material has 
been c1e:r--cd. H v; good it i-- i~ a mati.u· of opinion. \Ye need 
to c.:reate ::-t1t.:h matt rial, but thi~ committee in l'unjun<:tion 
with the Commit tee on H~ligiou~ Education ought to consider 
the extent to which ::-.w·h mat rial ought to be ineorporaled 
in the Hymnal. l am afraid it \\·ould make the Hymnal too 
, oluminou-... It w,iuld :..l,o mean pu ting into the Hymnal mate
rial inte·1 led for cl1ildr~n in certain «:!rade~ an I in certain ~itu
~tim1s. I would l:kc w . ll!!ge 1 that the commit le(' c.:unsider 
the rc\·:-iun of th' Hym ~al an I the intlu.:;ion in it primarily 

f nrn,i<: 'l,11'--, Ly th~ c-0·1gr er • n a. a \\ hole and · the . 1•}1001 

as a \Vhu1e .• rd •11:n p r'1. p.~ I c c·: a iun of a ~c.:hool so11µster 
f( r the u ... 1.1:: \, hic'1 alrt ~ dy (.'Xists 
arnon6 o lt r J nom:n ·unal r:- :Ji~ ~4r.J is t:1.~ only practical 
:::olution. 

•• I 
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Presideut Silrcr: I sl1ou1d like to r2fr,"sh your minds on 
some of the his~or~' in <>o~n::ttion wilh th2se propo:-al;;;: . Action 
has been tak2n, loot:. ~ Lill\ ~.r"ls a r . Yision of Lhe Hymnal 
and the committee has b::c-n in~uucted lo proceed with the 
work. The question of a Song Bnok was discus3ecJ. It was 
felt we would b2 in a b2tter position to determine the nature 
of such a Song Book and what should b'-' includ2d in it after 
we had made a thorough tudy of the Hrmnal and decided 
what should be included in it . If, after such a st-udy, the com
mittee will find that a Song Book for use in our religious schools 
is needed as a supplement to the Hymn:tl, the committee will 
be free, according to the action of the Exec:utive Board, to 
bring in 8uch a recommendation. But priority was to be given 
to the study of the revi ~ion of the Hymnal and authority has 
been given to proceed v:ith this work. 

Rabbi Frisch: The )loses S2bb~.th School Hymnal carried 
out this idea by me~ns of a supplement so that the congrega
tion might learn to sing through song:- le2rned in the school. 

Rabbi Fram: I would like to mo,·e that the revision of the 
l"nion Hymnal and the publication of the special children's 
Song Book should be considered at once and the same time, 
that the Song Book shall not be left waiting until after the 
revision of the Hymnal. 

I would further suggest that pro,·ision should be made for 
those congregations who employ a cantor only or a solo ,·oice 
for Friday night or other serTices. :\lore of the temple service 
music which we publish should be pro,·ided specifieally for such 
~olo renditions. 

The motion that the revision of the Hymnal and the prep• 
aration of a children';:; ~ong book be considered at the same 
time, was adopted. 

A Religious Sen·ice "·a.-; conductccl by Rabbi \\'illiam B. 
Sclw;artz. 

The Confcrencl adjourned. 
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:.FTER .. ·oo: .. 
t t ·o f r'y-fiye P.11., with 

1l r n J· c nntl Peace was 

R .. !..POP.T or ('()'' . 
JVS'l'IC'E 1' . D 

To the Ccntrai Conf e,· ncr ()f 

Cou EAGUES: 

·,1 Ra1 bis, 

Appended to this report :..,· ... th<> rl ') rt of the following suh
eommitt<'Ps of tlw Ju t'c:-, p 1 l P , c-n CrmP1i ;o 1: International 
Affair::.. Rr.ce Jfobtion , Ir dr ·.::d I'. I i n , Co 1 umn l'rotcction, 
\"ctc>:-.:ms, and :. s:.1mm·1 ry . T?" • of tie act',·it'oe-c; of th~ Commis
• ion. The chairmen of th <' s:ib-rr mmit e .-. :md many of their 
rnembNs ha,·e woded hard en th ·r stutun nts anci I tru'-t that 
their r J,orts will find th ir \." ., i o 'I ,r<'gatiC1nal bu!lntins ~o 
that they w:11 uot be n.er •l· re r 1 l in our ye~1r hook but that 
they \\.ill ~J.,o rec0 in• a brg-<' r 1ei'1 r t,h:i--. In this statenH•nt that 
I am about to read T ha,•e ex e:·l'ted th'> 0 reromnwndat ion~ of these 
sub-committees ,1.hich n· :u· ~ action hy the memh~r~ of t!1e Con
ference. I had hoped to ma,w t.Pe e reeommer1,!atiot1!; few. \Ve are, 
however, li\·ing in times • . .! eu so many UF,,. r.ha llengt.>s appear 
<·ontinually in the field of ju~tic~ and prace on \Vhich t1w commission 
is asked to expre..," i t. elf. This is ran c 11:,r do if i haf the expre.::,sed 
approYal of the Conference. ?.lo:-;t of the;e i.--sues will not require 
debate. 

Moral re~re.5-;ion has followe l the en 1 or th 1 w1r in Europe and 
has reflected itself in the rea1ms of jusfr•e and !)ea~". <,re.1t strains 
ha\·e been pla1.:e<l upon the l!nited ... ·aticns a•· uld-fashi<ined powt•r 
polh.i<.:s in new garb has emc.r ed in i~s dclilwration::-. Nations are 
<livi<lin~ and lining up :.:s if in unf ipation <A \Vorlcl \\: ar III. The 
high -minc!t•dn~s, generosi~y, r.nd sacrifcial spirit arous d by the 
dcrr.unds of wt.r seem to ha\e (1i~.'PP nretl . Grec><l ·rnd selfishness 
curbed temporarily by the <·hall nr;r> of a liie-an<l-death Rtrugg!e 
have rea~serte,I tlH .. mEdves intE'"nationa!iy and clomestit•:!lly . ·we 
who are r·hampions of justice and pe.~cP fo r all pecpl<• shall not be 
dismayed hy these untowar,l ~ tl :..cl. . To us, th .. se <'all for greater 
dedication in the apphcation o: the <li\ inei • r""vealt>'l tParhings of 
the [Jrophets t o life. 'I he fc re.,,. o" r o.iction well-publirizecl, well
fin:mce<l, \Yell-organized are Wt •~; g • tlously to sabc•t a•~ 0 political, 
economic, and industrial rP'orm ar.,1 to nullify the ~:idal gains of 
th(• p~st years. Th y are I u• ·:1(" • pe i 1 P ·e~ ·ure u ).:>n c·hurchmen 
through infh18ntial laymE'1 ·, :t!l :10 •· !,cy Yo·c' l th0 ir complaints 
ag.ain~t a so('ial-min<l d niit•istry. • !.t} ~ t u~t ~ fr . m one pamphlet 
i. ued by the ~outhcrn Stu•ec; In lu~··r l C ounc:l: "People look 
to the churC'h tv give tLem p :'c r ' n 1, soul and spirjt the 

, th·1t cun bE' ohta·· ed from no o• " o.irce.'' lnstead "W r,cac e , • b 1. . , e 
hear di cussions on busine::: ' on la or,_ ~n. po,1t1c:,, on go,·ermnent, 
on internation?.l affai. ,. n so::-·a1 act1\·•t1es. We hear e,·erything 
except the preaching of tho rros.1) I . the o11e thing for wl1ich the 
church e::-.i. ts ai~d the one thi:lg "'11ch men need." '"I'he function 

• :1 11 1 • 1 an nothing n of the <'hurch r t 
1 ,, 1ore, an,1 its 

ult mate 41 • ' • u. La··m n :ire \:rJe<l lo 
hr;ng I rt l 11 r •• ) • tiu,.h painph\e~ \.ave heen 
~ r.t to Jc,·: h l.l~ m~ , a·retl at congr,ezational board 
nwetin ~s :rnd prP,Ulf' J l t a') ,i. • f'an 1;,:ate· for pulpits 
rc•ceh c. ocial ju tiu.• e an in .. : 1 it con.mittll-:.~. We a!!ree 
with th \\Titc>r of t hie: I• m, 1 et d • ·f ta t d ~eligion i: to 
tead1 the will of God, b11i. ·u· 1 r e ; 1 hi, contc•ntion that the 
\',i11 of God hus no 1 rming en inte .. ati rrn! affair'-, cu lal,or, 

011 indu::,try. or n polir::- • , e b :n e t ... t the . ouls of mm must he 
~aved and know th:.?t in a ·c, r -:n i h ,, • tradi~hn. the. build-
ing of the kingdom of ju~•·.. and nbl •u .1e htrc is o-:ie Qf th~ 
most imp,lrtant mecra of • a, ·•1e • f mnn. We. of this 
Commission, ; re conf.d nt th~! ' ... m ' 1 • s o thi.;; Conference 
will s tand by their pu. ts a they h,n-e !" l')r,o·· ,:: in t e pn.;t and 
with courage, i 1tellig nee. h;~l m;r: d: e , a 1.cl unwa\·erin;; faith , 
dc-man<l in the name of Go 1 the correc ion cf exi<:ting social e\'ils . 

... • ow here is the lowe:-ed moral tone m , , in e\ iden •c than in the 
slothful manner , :ith which th'- g:- at d 11 cratic po\\e,~ of the ,vorld 
ha n~ iace the problt>m of the displare Jt> .•,· of E 1rope and their 
almost unan imous d~mand for settl n1 c11t i I I z.le tine. There is 
concern among many good people f Jr ju~tice to these victims of 
Hitler tyranny hut the great PO\' p- i ' Y, <le! y, and d lay so that 
another year of tortu;-e ha.::, p ·el for th unhappy p11:,ple an, no 
a, urance of sp edy solution of I ir pitif 11 pli ht ~s di "ernah:,,. 
To excu ·e the~e unconscional)e < c1 y•· r cen ly, t Eriti •h forr-ion 
minister and previou ly, a Bri i h g 'leral ,erdn r a an U ·1, ,;\ 

, "l'-..: official added insult to J wi..,h woes. The ai~plact.-!d Jew is th~ barom-
eter of civilization. The morn} lrai •dy i that the gu'lt fo r the delav 
rests chief!~ upot~ _a h.bo1· g:vernm nt ,.. o. prin •ir,les .uc elos~r 
to propheuc teac,11ng:-. than 1 s p.e or g vernn1 n•~ \ . 

11 • ~- .i: .. ,, or c than can be . ap .. t e tic in the fac of such .,u 1ering re eal, moral 
taints; an•l spiritu.11_ :sic!m~ .,, .. To wonJer then. that. little aeri!ices 

• v.-ere made for famm·
1
1 str.c:k~n peopie . N , ,,oncl,,r. t hen that the 

forces of grf!ed attac.~ctl th dike~ "hich wr.lled o 1t the ticle~ of 
inflation and UIH.lennined th~ ~:1 • n ma e by t 'ie po r an under
prjvilege<l in th~ past dc:::irlc. 
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We ask the Conference to ta1:e action on these specific and con
crete issues : 

1. This Conferen<'P goc~ on rerord in opposition to compu!sory 
military training in tinw' of pe•vn. 

2. This Conferent·e urg0 s the Prc..:i<lr:it of thP l-:'n ite<l States to 
fr~ all conscientiou~ o~>jectors still confined in federal prisons and 
to re.store full civi! rii!ht3 to them and to the objectors who have 
a '.rea ly completed their sentences. 

:3. The Confere:n"e nr~es the member~ of Jewif:1 congregations 
to help defrc.y the deficit incurre I h T church cor:,--:1!.>sions in provid-
1•1g for the !ivin .! n • ·I~ of Jew:sh coas(>icnt io,,:; o~jectors. 

,1. Thi5 Co'1 ·cre!l ,.,. •n·J ,, t h:1 t atorr.i~ cner6y he outlawed as 
:i 1 i11<:; trum2nt of in'-c:- ti 11:-il , arr.Ar~. that th~ development of 
a•omic ene:-gy to cnri "h lifo be C,!trust"'d to n private enterprises 
h:tt rennia forever un °r r,'>v ~1·nm nt o vner.:.hip and civilian control 
a"lcl that the se"res of t~e release of at0mic energy be shared with 
the world w11e'l p:-;);p;.· :J•1t r:">ls have b2en set up by the United 

rations. 
5. This Co'.1 ·.,:"'{l~e 1 1rbe-:: '1"' th~ B:i .. : ,11 a:ul Am?rican govern

ment:.{ arrange for the imrnn • • tra 1 ter of one hun,lred thousaD<l 
disµla 0 :l Jew..; t) Pn1", ·n° i 1 a"c::>d"'l.!e with the ,\n•.{lo-American 
report and ur::e3 fo,· 1Pr th'lt .T • '1 :mmi--rratioa !)e continued as 
a meas•ue f soc;:11 and a i .. 0rir • 1stice. 

6. Thi" Co 1fl:!" n •e 11 .. .,, t t t11c arm:? I fl)rce:; of o:1r co~mtry 
• • 11 r .. ; "ti0n 1>,.,t ween o Iicers and en listed 

1!'r ')'l l , fa:!il:tics be made available to 
: l • l u • ; r:p1k and t'1at the whole syste?1 

f m·1 • • . • l • order that it . I 1~ J t ' • • ·• 1 a ·1 ,-evol:1~1,.,n!-:e 1.1 . 
nught hecom"' m r ex ,. . i\·n o• t ' ":loso• hv and the fa1th of a l . . " ' nc p,,, ,., • . es 
cemacrat1c nnt1Jn and 12 .. s conduci .-e to harsh and unJust sente~~ • 

7. T:1is Confere,1ce rea'Iir!n3 it:-; faith in collective bargammg 
and acknowlerlges the great gains made f,>r the C'.)mmon man through 
organized labor. For public utilities on w:10se functioning rests the 
life of a community or nation, we favor go\·c:nment operations. to 
avert stri!{es and as a Ia3 t re:-;ort, com >Ulsory arbitration in which 
the umpire would be sel0 cted bv a rabbi, minic;ter, and priest named 
by the President of the United ·state.,; f,·om the community in which 
or near which the conflict is centeri>d. 

8. ,ve again urie full s·ipp,>r c; for UNRRA an:I other a~encies, 
public and private, which seek to fee I, clot he, and shelter the 
hungry, naked, and homeless people.,; of the world. 

9. \Ve favor all m etho I.,; fa ::ilitating t:1e bui.lding of madest 
priced housing for \'e ter:rns ;ind members of the civilian population. 

10. \Ve urge that this Conferenee an:l other Jewish religious 
organizations, lay and r~hbinical, re<·ogniz:e as a patriotic and moral 
duty, the placing of fo,·mer chaplains in civilian pulpits or other 
suitable occupations. 

11. We deplore the seeming di\·ision of th8 United ~Tations into 
blocs of nations moved by power politics. \Ve urge our government 
to refrain from identifyin;; itself with any such bloc but to maintain 
an objective position and guide the l:nited Nations to reach deci
sions not on the basis of national self-interest or imperialism but 
solely to achieve international security, justice, anJ peace. 

12. We reaffirm the duty of rabbis teachinz and preaching Ju
daism, to speak out on all the challenges of contemporary life in 
which moral principles are involved. \Ve reassert that the principles 
of our religion offer guidance for the conduct of industry, commerce, 
politics, government, and international, interracial, and inter-faith 
relations. 

13. The principle of the freeJom of the pul!)it sho-:.ild be basic 
in the relationship between congregation and rabbi. At the same 
time, freedom of the pulpit should heighten the rabbi's sense o[ 
responsibility for his very utterance and imJ~se upon him the 
restraint o[ fact and wisdom. 

14. \Ve urge that this f'oilfarence appoint a committee to study 
the problem of the se~.irity for the rabbinate aimed to indu~e 
congregations to adopt som(.' system of tenare for rabbis. Teachers, 
professors, ciYil service employees. an,l the cler::Y of many denomi
nations enjoy the snc-u,· t,' su:-,, tPnure brings. A joint committee 
of all tr.e rabhini~~l ::mtl lay rcligiou3 bodi ·., !!re now stwiying this 
question an<l it is hopc-i that th"::. committee• v:ill work out a satis
facton· solutic:n. 

15. \\·e reccmmcnd t 1~t t½ Con' ,. •n"e ,,u 1:1oriz~:3 a s tudy on the 
attitude of Jew·~il tra liti m t .. ar 1 l:ut'1"na :a in or,ler that in the 
future the Conier nre m1.y tu' c a a 11 0.1 this !;ubj..:ct. 

16. \Ye re"ommend ti1c p1: )!ic. :n 1 in the for thcoming yearbook 
of the $tatement on JFDA1.''l '. ·n R. \~ , 1:f'.LATIO ·s. • 

1- Tre urJe that thn r nfercnce on1 , ·1t!1 the Uni"n of .\ . , . n h ' . v • .,_mer1can 
Hebrew ,..,ongregr.tio11s in en~2 YI g u r,_e .. 1. anent cxecutfre secret 

• • f t e G • ary for a Soc:al Action:-, Cornm1 wn o . • mon an,J Conference 
terms to be app:ovr.d 1 y the E.ice"u· \·: B.oard ',vith the understan~~ 
ing that the C'onfe ·c·1"-' 3 • ., :-1 m ~1n_1ncial rc:;pon~ibility for 
th. o a ·m 1 • " m 1115:;1;,-:-i cont:n ie to iuncti 

n fo·· " • on. 1 . ,,· ." et()mg the Ca<>.e Bill 
.nltru tt'1, !1 l :11-, '1• 1J'11 •1tw,!lnJtln'l\• 1,t'ne --, " • pa 3age 
of unjust luhor legi lation. 

Th,-. re1>ort wa~ 1-. .. c i\•-..d c nd t 11 , r ccr1,m 1 • ~ • .t nc , .. ;ons considered 
Fcriatim. 

Rtcon1 mendations I and II \ ·t:r ~ ndcr,tcd. 
Recommendation III H" rderted to the Exe··utive Board 
Recommendation n· was adopt€d as nmended. • 

R:com~cndatio!1 \. wa!": rrfnr d to the C'ommittee on 
Presidents ~le~ a0 e. 

Recommendation YI was adopted. 
Recommendation YI I was tabled. 
Recommendations VIJ I and IX were adopted. 
Recommendation X \Yas reforrcd to the Committe Ch 

1 . eon ap-ams. 

Recommendation XI wa recommitted to the Commission 
for re-writing. 

Recommendation XII was adopted. 
Recommendation XIII wa~ referred to the Ex"' t· B 

b f _ "'cu 1ve oard 
y a vot: o ~ :::> to 34_ for such action as may seem fit. 
A motion mstructmg the Executive Board to issue a _ 

ment for the Holy Days wa Jot. state 
Recommendation X IY was adopted. 
Recommendation XY was referred t h c 

Respon a. 0 t e ommittee on 

Recommendation XYI ,,·~~ r ferred to the E ~-. . . xecudve Board. 
Recommendation X\ II wa3 referred to th c · 

President's l\Ies~age. e ommittee on 

Recommendation XYIII was adopted. 
A motion to omit the la t part of the recom d . Jost. men ation was 

Th~ ri?por t w.1s adopted as a whole as a d d , , men e . 



• 
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ADDENDA 

I. THE COMMISSION'. \VORK FOR THE YEAR . 
In accordance with instructions of the last conference, the chair

man of this Commis1::ion drew up a st,; tem ent gi\ing the Conference's 
endorsement to the U11ited Nat ions Organiza tion. This statement 
was read last J uly at a Senate hearing by Rabbi James Wax, a 
member of the Commission. It was also published in the year book. 
The singular achievement of the Justice and Peace Commission 
this year was the holding of an Institute on Judaism and Race 
Relations in New York City at the Jewish Institute of Religion. 
The statement produced there has been received by our members. 
We recommend that this statement on Judaism and Race Relations 
be published in the next year book of the Conference, that it may 
become part of our permanent records. Invited to participate in 
this Institute were rabbis and laymen of all shades of opinion, among 
them, all the members of the Conference and of the Rabbinical 
Assembly of America. One hundred men and women participated 
in the Institute. One third of the participants were members of the 
Conference. This Institute enlisted more lay participation than 
did the one on Justice and Peace held at the Hebrew Union College. 
1.'he statement has been well received. The ten thousand copies of 
the first edition were quickly exhausted and five thousand more 
copies have been printed. Among the organizations distributing 
large quantities were: St. Paul Council on Human Relations, 
Minnesota Jewish Council, Federal Council of Churches, Brooklyn 
Jewish Cornlnunity Council, Miami Anti-Defamation League, Jew
ish Community Relations Council of St. Louis, Joint Public Rela
tions Committee of Toronto, the Canadian Jewish Congress, the 
American Jewish Committee, and our own congregations. Through 
the courtesy of Senator Briggs of Missouri, it was inserted in the 
Congressional Record. Its sentiments received high praise in an 
editorial in the CHRISTIAN CENTURY. 

itessages to the Institute were received from President Harry 
Truman, Governor Thomas E. Dewey, Secretary of Commerce 
Henry Wallace and from Bishop Bromley Oxnam, president of the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ of America. Rabbi Joseph 
Zeitlin, chairman of the Social Justice Commission of the Rabbinical 
Assembly of America brought greetings in person. At the Institute 
dinner, Mr. Paul Robeson delh·ered a stirring address and Mr. Wal
:ter J. White, executive secretary of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People, was a leading speaker. W 
are grateful to the Jewish lnstit~te of Relil:ion for having placed i~ 
facilities and its staff at our disposal. '" e express the thanks of 
the Conference to Dr. Gene \Veltfish and D:· Bernard J. Stern of 
Columbia University; Dr. Abraham Lefkowitz, Principal, Samuel 
J. Tilden High School, __ Brooklyn, •• _Y.; Bruno Lasker, Institute 
of Pacific Relations; W1ll Maslow, Director, Commission on L 
and Legislat ion, Amerir_an Jewi~h ('?ngress~ A. J. Isserman, Coun:: 
N ational Fe<lcra t ion fo~ C' ~nsll:U t1onal Li~erties, l ew y ork; Ed~ 
v.ard L. Bnnays, l'uhhc _R:lations C~unc1l, New York - Jewish 
laymen who prepared preliminary studies or led in the round table 
discussions. " ' e are also grater ul to the following members of th 
Conference who made significant contributions to the Instit t e 

k. u e, either through ma mg arrangements or through participation as 
leaders in the round tah)e5: Ahram Y. Goodman IIenry K , agan 
Herman Pollack, Lee J. Le,·inger, .A. J. Feldman, Stephens. ·wise: 
Henry Slonims~y, Char~f's Mantinband, ?us Falk, Arthur Lelyveld, 
Edward J. Klem, and 1dney E. Goldstem. We thank the Instit t 
of Religion for the use of its facilities and the office of the Unionui: 
New York for its fine cooperation. As a result of the experi 

• h h" I • h' C • . ence wit t 1s nstltute, t 1s omm1ss1on suggests that in the fut 
• • b h Id 1 . ure, more mshtutes e e on t 1emes hke JUDAIS~! AXD LABOR, JUDAISM 

AND INDUSTRY, JUDAIS~l AND AGRICULTURE so that these stat . . ements 
can _serve as ~UJdes for congregations. laymen, and rabbis. The 
Institute ran mto some unexpected expenses which exhausted the 
funds of the Commission. 

The Commission on Justice and Peace was officially rep d . resente m the conference called by the Religion and Labor Found t· • . . a 10n m 
Detrmt by Rabbi Leon Fram. It was officially represent d b 
Rabbi James Wax at the Fair Employment Conference on J e Y 
'>3 1946 • TI· h' Th anuary .. , m n as mgton. e Commission was asked t d fl · . . o e ne its attitude on Euthanasia hy a representative of a national • . . . . committee which 1s backing a law m the state of New York Th • . • e committee contains the names or some of the best known religious l d . 
A . ea ers 1n menra. 

The Ccmmission extend its appreciation to form . er governor Herbert J. Lehman who resigned as director of UNRRA · th r . . m e ace of great d1fficult1es and lack of cooperation after h · l b . . . . avmg a ored with courage and ns1on m the greatest of all human t • 
}: 1 • • · i • • • . en erpr1ses .e pmg c1n 1an Y1ct1ms of war m Europe and in Asia. If tl U • 
N • h d h . . le mted at1on a eeded his warnings and carried out hi· • . . . . . s suggestion o( contmumg war t1me rattonmrr after the peace fam1• • A • " , ne m s1a and Europe would ha,·e h,.:f'n a, erted. We extend our b t · h 
M 1..,,• l' . es WJS es to ayor .r iore 10 LaGuarcha as h" undertakes the t k f ( • 

as o eedmg hungry peoples :m,l tru~t that our country will make . . 
t 'd b. e\:ery sacrifice o ai un. 

I 

j 
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Compulrory 1ll ilitar?f Training in T imr. of Prace 

Although a poll taken by t h~ C01,1mission l.'.13t year of th: ~e~
ber.ship of th( f'onfcrc>r.c·• on 1hc matter or c0rnpu].sory trarnmg m 
J eace ir,clicat<1d d! iit th~ Co1,f rcnre ·. : .. ; ov..rwh.:.>lmingly against it, 
in view of th fac t tl Lt t i!f, fnd ot ;,he wa ,• hnd intNvE>ned s ince the 
poll w~~s t a l.f n. t 1ie ( hairm~n did not f,•d that he had tlte right to 
commit t l e Conforf'11ce :is t•einr: oppo~ed to compul mry military 
training in t • •10..; of pc:::i ,---e. .Ano!.her m-.il poll inrlieated that the 
members of the ConforencP were ~~m op:Jo,.;r.,l t o compulsory 
military training, th<> vote on this issue being 1 ll opposcJ , 71 in 

favor, ancl l 1 non-committa l. In Yiew of this sen timent t-.\-ice 
expressed by members of our Conference, this Commission recom
mends that the Cen tral Conference of American Rabbis go on record 
as being opposed to r ompulsory military training in time of peace. 

Joint Comrni){sion 

This Commission recommends that the Conference cooperate 
,, ith the Union in establishing a joint commission on Social Action. 

The joint commi."lsion, however, is not to supplant the Justice and 
Peace Commission of the Conference. 

Permanent Secretary 

It is impossible for busy rabbis t o carry on the work of the Justice 
rnd Peac-e Ccmmi~~ion on a part tim<' basis. Other denominations 
l-ave large st affs who do work which we enJ.C'avor to do in spare 
moments. This is both unjust to Judaism who.:;e spokesmen we are, 
to the great causes which we should champion and uphold, and to 
this historic Conference. The Commission therefore recommends 
that the Executive Board in consultation with the Justi~e and Peace 
Commission be instructed to cooperate with the Union in engaging 
a permanent Justice and Peace secretary. 

II. I!\TERNATIO, TAL AFFAIRS 

LEO~ FRA\I, Chairman 

(A) 0 ,1 t!w United X otionx Oraan iwtion 

The United Nat ions constitutes the closest approximation we 
have been able to achiev~ toward world ~overnment. In view of 
the perils involved in tl~e ~i3covery of atomic energy, there ia already 
good reason for ques~10mng the ad~quacy of the United Nations 
as a form for international order. It is therefore our solemn r 
< . r . espon-
,ibility to foster at least tlns degree o unity upon which the naf 
have already covenanted. \Ye regret , therefore, to see the t- ~tonds 

• • 1 d • me 
Nations Organization sharply dine e . into anti-Soviet and 
<'oviet hlocs. ~ ·e believe that the continuing and growing d" _P:o
• . . 1V1s1on 
of the r~ into two ~ueh conlhc-t mg groups must lean 

. . . , eYentua\\y 
t o war \\ t' belie, e t hat our go, en.me:1t can take the in" t• . . 

• . . . . 1 1atwe in 
prevent in~ the detflriorat10n ol the Umted ations Orga . . 

. mzation 
!n~~ s~ch_ a sce~1e of con_ttict . If our go;ernment will take the 
m1tlatn-e m seeking to realize through the "Cnited Nations O . 

. . rganiza-
tion the aims of the Atlantic Charter, many of the suspicions which 
now b~set the great powers would be allaJ·ed and eliminated. 'rhe 
Atlantic Charter asked for equal ar ress on the part of all t' 

. . _ na ions to 
the raw materials of industry. "e believe that whe II . 

. . n a nabons 
are assured of the operat10n of tlus principle most of th 1 . 
. . _ . e exp os1ve 
:8sues, whKh have transformed l mted 1':ations sess· • 

. . . . . • ions mto the 
prehmmary skirmishes of the tlurd world war would be 1. . 

. ' e tmmated 
We especially urge upon our government an indepe d t 1 • 
the United Nations. n en roe in 

We must refrain from committing ourselves to th t ct· • 
I• • f h B • · h , • e ra 1t1onal 

po 1c1es o t e rms Empire which include the d te • . 
. e rminat1on to 

fhut Russia off from access to the seas. British poli • 1 . 
b I . , c1es re atmg to a 

a ance of power m Europe and preYenting comp t't' . 
e 1 ion with her 

sea power ha Ye no rele\'ancy to the peace of the Id T 
J h . wor • he same 

wea t and power which make it possible for us t be · 
d I • • . • ,. . . 0 independent 

an o )Jecuve m dea,mg with international pr bl 1 • 
h . . . o ems a so 1mPose 

upon us t e respons1b1hty for helping and ser\'in f 11 W t f . . g our e ow-men 
emus con ess our sm in not gi\'ing enough t · f • 

which pre,·ails in the rest of the world and to o satis Y the hunger 
h• prevent the fa • 

w 1ch threatens the rest of the world \Ve m t f mine 
h . . • us con ess our sh 

at t e precipitate hurry with which we rra ame 
f t, ve up our rationi f 
ood and resumed our habits of wasting bread ·h"I .ng 0 

h N • I . \\ t e others died f unger. ... ot a smg e American ever went h 0 
• • ungry or suffered 
impairment of health because of war rati·o •J • H any 

mug. ad we r t • 
our food control, we \\'ould now have plent t • ff e amed 

f h • Y O o er to the h 
o t e world. "e urge our country to take ever . ungry 
to pre\'ent the wastage of food and to rend th Y p~ss1ble measure 
f f d • er e maximum am 

o oo aYmlaLle to the rest of the world W ounts 
as genC'rcus support to the rKRRA a d. t ellurge pr?mpt as well 
• n o a other mt • 
instrumentalities of rc>scue and relief Th ernat1onal 

h • us our governme t h l 
possess t e moral as well ar; the material . n s a l 
us to l"n: I the ' ni:~ l N .1tio1-. in th d: po~er which shall enable 

... • . . e ,rect1on of obJ·ecr •t 
m etmg an,l d:! ;1-li .1,.. ~' t i 1,1;:,t el i oJ f 1 . . ~ iv1 Y, of 
d • a se Bsue.) and theref • 

t1c.!t10n of unity an<l cooperation. ' ore in the 
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(B) On Atomic Energy 
We, of thi~ generation, must accept the cpical discovery of a~omic 

<'nergy as a solemn rec::ponsibilitv entru~ted to us by God. It 18 our 
responsibility that this discove;y sh:-i11 become a source of wealth 
and h.appinec::s rathPr than a ~ource of ~orrow for future generations. 
\Ve must solemnly re-.:oh-e that. it . hall not again be used for the 
purpm;es of war. Scientific kt O\\ ledge of the methods of rel"ase and 
application of atomic <>nergy must he mad<> available to all mankind. 
To render irnpo~ ihJe its use for military purpo.s"~. a thorough 
syst~m of in pc>ction and control of fis:ionahle matprials by inter
national authority should be e ·tablished. In thi_s nP~d for inter
national control of the use of atomic energy, we SC?:! a great oppor
tunity. The very peril invol\'e'l in thr. abuse of this new source of 
power will make it ahsol•1tely nPc 0 :;~ary to c:;tablish an international 
authority so complete, so univenally thorough-6oing that it will 
lead to a world government. A potential de·troyPr of mankind will 
thus be transformed into a unifier of mankind. 

Atomic energy should not only be made the common possession 
of all governments, but of all peoples. We must not make the same 
mistake with this new source of power which we haYe previously 
made with the other power resources of nature. \Ve must not give 
it away to private interests for exploi ation. Atomic enc>rgy must 
forever remain the possession of all peoples. The c,ucc~s"Tul experi
ments in atomic fission were carried out by the pwplP's money. 
The people whose property it now is must not give, s::-11 or barter 
this precious possession to private enterprises. Atomic energy shall 
always be under civilian and not under military control. Its original 
use for purposes of war must h outlawed, and we pray t:1at man
kind, forced to rhooi;;e between the alternative of life or death, 
shall choose life, and insist on making atomic energy noL a weapon 
of destruction and conque,:;t bdt a Rource of productivity, prosperity, 
and peace. 

III. RACE RELATIONS 

JUL,IUS MARK, (:Jrn.irmrtn 

·war's aftermath brings to the for•2fr,mt prohlflm-; which in many 
way. are more difficult of solutic,n than the wa•{i:ig of the w1 r itself. 
It is evident that even the \'icto .. iou•..; conr•lusion of a war does not 
•n itself soh·e the e~onomic, social an l political problem, with which 
~en are confronted. l\lankincl L; merely giYen another chance to 

• wrestle ·with them. 
Thus, the racial ten ions of our pu~t-war world did not appear 

unexpectedly. If anything. we houlc~ be ~~ateful that thus far, 
at least, they have not been more. sertous. Last to be hirpd and 
first to be fired" is no new _exp~r1ence among our Negro fellow. 
citizens. Unemployment. with its attendant evils, remains the 
chief ohstacle to the de\·elopment of a healthy, Peaceful and iust 
society. . . 

It i hPc-ausP of our c:011\' J<:t ion, hased on the principle of shn \ ·u pe justi<.'e, that no man :-hould he denie opportunities for employment 
because his race or faith i different from that of the majority, that 
the CommL sion was so \\.'holehearted in its support of a federal 
Fair Employment Practices Commission act. We deplore not only' 
its failure of passage by the enate, but the unfair and undemocratic 
manner in which the \·ery po sibility of its prei,entation to the Senate 
for a Yote was pre\·ented. We declare our abhorrence of the unjust 
tactics which were re orted to to defeat the will of the vast majority 
of the people. ·we re-affirm our support of the FEPC act, not because 
we believe that its p.L;;sage will immediately usher in a,1 era of eco
nomic well-being, but because it points the way to the creation of 
just relations between man and m:rn. It will also relieve many 
, eterans from unjust employment handicaps. 

\Vhile the dire prophecies of lynching· and race riots that were t 
follow the end of hostilities haYe not, thank God, been realiz.edo 
several disturbin~ ins_tances of _"man's inhumanity to man" did 
occur. The race nots m Columbia, Tenn., which involved not only 
the wan~on destruction of • Teg~o-owneu property but the killi~g 
of two Negroes and the wounding of many ~egroes and whites 
proved to be a disheartening evidence of the dark racial hatred~ 
that consume the soul~ of men. Negroe_;;; ha\'e long felt that th • • h h ey cannot expect Justice at t e ands of local authorities. Only when 
the federal government, through the Department of Just· · 

ice, mtervenes _can there be some measure of hope for fair-dealing. We call 
upon our Federal government to in titute an invest1·"at· f h • • b ion o t e Columbia riots and mete out just puni hment to all guilt, • I • • h h • Y parties. n recogmzmg t at t ere lS a dark sirle to the led f • . ger o race relations, we must not fall to note that there is a bright ·d 

• s1 e as well. We applaud the elecnon of Booker T. "~ashington ' to N y U • • ' H 11 . ew ork mvers1ty s a of Fame, the admission. of the 'ir •t ,re f h , • r • • • ., gro res man to , Prmceton l mver.5HY, the election of the fir ·t ,r • h• • • • . . . .~egro m the 1story of the State a~ m~m1 "1pal Judge in Clevebn l o· ; h • f ,r , • 11,0, t e nammg o a .~egro to th" • ·h >::>I D:1:wl of Kentucky t' , • • fi r • , , n-=' s1~n1no-of the m~t ~ ~~r t > t">l 1 .., in 1H r,Jea, l " b1 l>a'tl tli I • 0 
.., " -

1
.. • - ON..!;111' of ti race ban by the Ghica~o B:ir .: .-...-ociation tho Jc lication · c"' 1 . le f R 1 c · · ' -- • m ucago o ooseve olle~e. winch 1~ to operate without distinction race or creed. as to 
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The Navy abolished its official segregation at the Grea~ Lakes 

Naval Training station. Equalization of teachers' salaries ~as 
ordered in South Carolina while the State of Texas, still refus~~g 

• N • • U • • h d the name of Prame to permit egroes mto its mvers1ty, c ange eel 
View College (for Negroes) to Prairie View University. It announc 

without, that coures would be offered at the University of Texas 
• . . . N in Athens, however, appropriatmg any additional funds. egroes 

Ga. voted iu the Democratic primary for the first dme in :0 r~ 
years. The ruling of the Supreme Court has recently abohsh 
Jim Crow laws in inter-state transportation. . 

0 - . C I f r Civic Unity n the West Coast, the San Franc1Sco ounci O . 1 • nd fa1r-p ay has rcndl;,rt.d yeoman serv1<·P. m its battle for ;ustice a b 
. . A mem er for the JapanE>sC'-Amencans returning to their homes. .1. r l • • • • . . n this Counc1 o t 11s comm1::;s10n 1s the rabbinical representative O h 

The attention of the members of the CCAR is directed to t e 
"fl b the Southern magm cent work that is being accomplished Y d 

C f " dica\" an on erence for Human Welfare Denounced as ra 
"C • " b • S th it has cou· ommumst y the reactionary forces in the ou ' f 
rageously carried on its fight for the abolition of the poll tax, or 

• • • d' t nant farmers economic Justice for all oppressed groups inclu mg e 
N Its most and sharecroppers, for fair dealing toward the egro. 

recent publication deals with the Columbia race riots. 
The Social Science Department of Fisk University publishes a 

very valuable monthly survey called, "Events and Trends in ~ace 
Relations". Public Affairs Pamphlets, published by the American 
Council on Race Relations, offers Ko. 107 on ''Race Riots Aren't 
Necessary" by Alfre<l M. Lee and No. 110, " \Vill egroes Get 
Jobs Now?" by Herbert R. Northrup. 

IV. CON SUM ER PROTECTION 

LEO J. LEVI\.GI<;R, ( hmnnan 

The people of the United States require special protection at this 
time as consumers of the products of industry and agriculture. \Vhile 
they are largely producers as well, they are all consumers, including 
those too young to take a place in production. It is to the intere3ts 
of the entire nation that the stanJard of living of the ma'3ses of 
our people be maintained or improved. Today w~ are witne33ing 
a steady inflation, which might well threaten that living standard 
which Americans have slowly built up over g~neration3. The dangers 
of extreme inflation are only an exaggeration of the constant pre3sure 
toward rising prices and a lowered living standard. 

In this mergency, we support the efforts of the Office of Price 
Administration to protect the American people from the dangers of 
inflation. We recommend congressional action to strengthen the 
O. P.A. during the difficult years ahead. We recommend legislation 
to provide adequate housing, not only for veterans but for all 
Americans. 

As this report goes to press, it seems as if Congress may abolish 
or seriously cripple the Office of Price Administration. \Ve trust 
that this ill-considered step will not be carried out. It would lead 
to run-away inflation and associated evils. It would nullify wage 
increases and cause more industrial strife. \Ve believe that the 
o. p. A. should be continued until the scarcities of the war period 
are ended. 

V. INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 

LEO~ FEUER, C'lrnirm.an 

The past year was marked by the most serious and widespread 
industrial strife in the history of our country. Virtually all the basic 
and many smaller industries ~ere a~ected - among them steel, 

l automobiles transportation anJ communication At coa, • . · one 
time or another, the transport~t10n sys~ems of several large cities 
were at a standstill and the _railroad strike threatened to Paralyze 
the whole coun~ry. The nat10nal telephone and telegraph sy~tems 
-..verc threatened with stoppages. The proc:ss o{ reconversion lrom 
a wartime to a peacetime economy was seriously delayed. The loss 
in production and wages is said to have run into billions of dolla 

rs. 
The causes are easy to understand. The loss of overtime rates 

and wartime production bonuses faced industrial workers with th 
prospect of drastic cuts in takehome pay. The switchover from wa: 
to peace production meant tem_porary periods of layoff for thousands 
of employees. At the same time, shortages of many commodities 
produced a rise in the cost of living. Pressures were inrreasing from 
special interE:st groups representing manufacturing, business and 
agrkulture for remo\'ing the price ceilings, perhaps even complete} 
to liquidate the 0. P.A. In this connection, Mr. Chester Bowl~ 
is to be warmly commended for his courag~ous insis~nce in holdin 
the price line, but he seems to have received only half-hearted back~ 
ing from the Administration which has been steadily retreating in 
the face of the twin pressure for increased wages and prices. 

This dilemma with whieh workers were faced was the refusal of 
industry to consider the demand for wage increases without govern
mental assurance of corresponding price hikes. It was a dilemma 
because it meant that worker might lose more than they would 
gain. It faced the _whol: consuming public with the frightening 
danger of runaway mflat10n. The problem was highlighted by the 
General Motors strike and the position taken at the beginnin r 
that dispute by the then \'ice-President of the United Auto Workg 0 

. ers, 
Mr. Walter Reuther, smce elevated to the Presidency of that Union . 
.Mr. Reuther insisted that the questions of wages, prices and cor
porate profits are closely related and must be considered together. 
th~t wages ought to be :aised as high a~ possible without increasin~ 
prices. Mr. Reuther did not carry this point, mainly because he 
d~d not hav~ the b~cking of hi~ f ell~w uuion leaders, although he 
did succe~d m gettm~ the Pres1dent1al Fact Finding Board which 
was appointed to go mto these questions. He is nevertheless to b 
commended for his forward looking attempt to blaze a trail. In = 
modern industrial so~iety, wages, profits and prices are integrally 
related and are defimtely matters of public interest If we t • . • are o 
achieve a Just and stable economy within the framework of democ-
racy, workers must receive as wide~pread a distribution of the bene
fits of production as possible. 

' . 
/ I 
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Free, voluntary collect ivP. barg-aining h:is become a well estab-
1 ished and legally support£,(! principle in Amnican industrial rela
tions. If honestly and sinr<>rely utilized by !\1anagement and Labor, 
ii still offers the best ancl mnNt dPmof'ratic ,!pp roach to the problems 
of industrial peace. Legish1 th·e efforts to hnmpcr or restrict the right 
of bargaining, li ke the Case Bill, do not make for industrial justice. 
"\Ve commenci President Truman for huving Yelned it. Yet we cannot 
evade the fact that large sc·ale. protracted industrial disputes 
between giant corporations and unions do ach-ersely affect the public 
interest. Thousands of per:wns in related industries are thrown out 
of work and suffer loss of pay which they can ill afford. 1'.he public is 
deprived of much needed goods. Sometimes servicPs which are 
vital to the health and safety of communities are crippled. Perhaps 
the time has come to establish some kind of Federal machinery to 
speed up the process of bargaining and as far as possible to prevent 
differences from reaching the strike stagP as well as to represent 
the interests of the public at large. President Truman's proposal 
for the setting up of fact finding boards seem to be constructive and 
fruitful. It is a proposal worth serious consideration. \Vithout t~. 
power of compulsory arbitration, such boards could eITectively 
serve to hear and gather the facts from all angles, make suggestions 
and recommendations to facilitate settlements and provide unbiased 
information on the basis of which a fair and informed public view
point could be formulated. While both branches of organized labor 
and a large section of industry opposed the sugge3tion, there did 
not seem to be too much logic or cogency in their opposition. If 
we are to avoid the cost and chaos of huge strikes or waves of strikes, 
and obtain that stable relationship between wages, prices and profits 
which has become absolutely essential to preserve both order and 
democracy in our national life as well as a high level of employment, 
some systematic machinery such as the above will soon have to be 
devised and put into operation. 

In the meanwhile. :Management and Labor ought both to make 
every honest effort to settle their dispute3 peaceably and in the 
interest of the nation as a whole, to make full use of such facilities 
for mediation us are now available both on local and Federal levels 
and if a strike is unavoidable to eschew the use of any and all 
unethical, Yiolenl and iH~gal tactics. It is the t1se of such tactics, 
of which bnth sides have occasionally been guilty, which has evoked 
the demand for an'l may ultin1ately pro1luce a type of legislation 
which no one except b_;tt~r-end r~acti1>~~ries really want, to limi~ 

• the rights of free negnt1at10n and nargammg. 

VI. THE A1iERICAN YETERAN 

ALBERT GoLDSTEI:'\, Chairm~n 

Our <'ommittPe feels that th·~ American Yetcran3 a{ Wor\<1 \\T, ll 
should h(• rei;ardNl a dtizc-n nr::.t. anct only thereafter a::;" \. ar 

..J. • , e erans. 
It dew:-: ,dth alarm all ntten~pt.-; to _11n·1ue the nation into veterans 
arnl non-veter:rn<; eatnp~. It 1s convmct>d that lhe interest and w 1_ 
fare of the veterans coincide with the interest and welfare of t:e 
country a:5 a whole: .\•1:·_c:f ... ,rt, the_refore expended on transforming 
Yeterans mto special poht teal part1e or economic pressure groups 
is injurious to the peace 2nd cJ ncord of America and contrary to its 
spirit. Yeterans an-i veterans ~roups should not be ariimate::1 by 
greed or selfishness or seek special post helium privileges or ow 

The evil~ of inflation, _discrimina~ion in employment. and h~usi:r~ 
press heavily on t_he ent1re population but especially on the veteran 
who because of h1~ absence from ho1:1e ~1ay have no suitable living 
quarters and who 1f a member of a mmonty racial or religious r 

fi d h. lf 1· • l . . b g OU(), 
may m .1mse 1mnec m JO opportunities. We are delighted 
with the Federal government for having begun a reteran' E . s .me~ 
gency Housmg program and trust that it will be vigorously carried 
out. 

Respectfully sul)mitted: 

FERD{X.\1'D M. 1SSER'.\-1AN, Chairman 

Jl'LirS MARK, i ire-Chairman 

LEO~ I. FFUER, \ 'ice-Chairman 

ABRAM \'. GOODltAN', l'ire-Chairman 

Adminititratfrc Commilfre 

.MAURICE EIS8NDRATH 

LEON FRAll 

Josm;A LIEBMA~ 

SAMt:EL TEITl-:LBAU:\I 

Gcncrul ronnni.-:.~ion 

ABRAHAM CRONBACH 

JULIA:-: FE IBLE~.\~ 
A..\RO:--: H. LI-:FKO\\ITZ 

ARTHUR Lr-;L Y\'ELD 

,JACOB K. SH \:-,;KMAN 

W.M. n. S1Ln:1nu. 
JACOB WF.INSTEIX 

JAMzs \VAX 

G. GEoaGr:: Fox 
ALBERTS. GOLDSTE!~ 

MORRIS GOLDSTEI~ 

NORVAN DIA~.I'J~D 
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Drscussrn~ 
Recommendation III 

President Silrcr: This matter has twice been presi:>nterl to 
the Executi, e Board of th" Conr r ucP, ancl you ha Ye heard 
from the report of the Secn~tary that th~ E. ecuti\-c Board 
felt that this was a legit imute <·~rnrge_ on the Jewish \Velfare 
Board which has raised money 111 th~, country f~r war Pur-

The matter was taken up w1tl1 the Jew1 ·h Welfare 
~ose d and the reply was that the Jc,,•ish "-(•!fare Board did 
n::-rhave any money for it. Fi~ally pan of the money was 

lributed with the understandmg that the defense organiza
~f:ns would be asked to contribut_e the rc·s·t of the money. How. 

they have not given anythmg ~s .~ _d, an~ the committee 
f:e;harge felt that this is a rcspons1b~ht?' which Jewish con
gregations ~houkl a8:-"umc.>. If owl~,·u, i t IS not only a matter 
for reform congregat10ns. 

Rabbi B, .·c her: I t was sugge:--ted that this might be taken 
up \Vith the Synagogue Counc-il in whi~!h all three groups are 
united. Howe;ver, the Orlhodox group 1s on record as opposed 
to the recognition of pac;ificism wi thin the framework of Juda
ism; therefore, no upport can be expected from thi · source. 
However, the Consen-ati,·e and R "form group haYe taken the 
stand that there is a basis for pacificism in our formulation of 
Judaism and therefore thi •• should be a legitimate charge on 
these congregations. 

Rabbi Isserman: The intention of thi.· resolution is merely 
to give the approYal of the Conference to the collection of 
thi • money in our congregations. IndiYidual rabbis have been · · 
approached and these men would like to haYe the backing of 
the Conference to help them in thi. cau ·e. 

Rabbi Fo.r.: I would like to move that this matter be re
ferred back to our Executive Board, with the request that the 
Executive Board confer with the def en_ e organizations, and 
ask that they cooperate in thL very important matter. 

The motion to refer this matter to the Executive Board wa , adopted. 

Recommendation VI I 

Rabbi Heller: I do not think the Conference should go on 
record in this rather ummary fashion on what seems to me 
to be an exceedingly difficult problem. The whole question of 
seizure of public utilities by the gov(•rnment is a highly con
troversial one. I would like to sugge::-.t that the paragraph be tabled. 

A motion to table thi. recommendation was adopted. 

Rabbi D:1vid \Vi~e made a sl=item ~n ~ o:, b~half of the \Vorld Union for Progre$.~iYc Ju,Jaism. 
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The rc~ort of 11w f' ,yn, nittrt' on l\1arr;age, The Family and 
• The Home ,vas r"-:1cl by Rabbi Stanley R. Brav. 

REPORT OR co~ 1:\T 'l'TEE ON MARRIAGE, 
THE F :.fILY AND THE HOME 

To the Central Confacncr of A mcriran Rabbis, 

COLLEAGUES: 

Since our last convention, the end of World War II made possible 
the rapid demobilization of America 's armed forces. The ret~rn of 
millions of men to civilian liYhg has, during this year, c~nstituted 
the unique factor entering inw the Jong-disturbed situation °! the 
American Family. Keenly felt were the effects of many marriages 
unwisely entered into, the ten-,ion<; of prntract2:-I &eparation, women 
working in industry, the loo~eni:1~ of m·m1l rc,trai.·h3 that always 
accompanies war, and the im:ne:liute hantliccp of a se,·ere housing 
~hortage. 

For a number of dec•l'ln.:;, th 0 skrrockc tin~ inci,l ac2 of divorce 
has re6istereJ the cxtr~m" cli .. ~tr0.;s cxpcricnce.l in large area'5 of 
family life, and such data is s:1pplem2ntc:l by v~nt increase· in 
separations, estrangement3 and dc.a;crtions. Prior t:> the war, one 
out of fh·e marriages en<l"'J in div()rre. Today we havP reports for 
1915 showing.Los Angeles 1Cal.) County with a 90' ; divorc2 rate, 
and Dallas (Tex. ) County with approximatr-ly one divorce filed 
to every marriage licensf' issued during the twelvemonth period• 
Authorities estimate that the national toll of divorce this year may 
be one to every three marriages, that of thos<' marriages contracted 
in 1945- 46 some 70<"; will terminate in the courts, and that divorce 
rates will arrive at a new peak in the decade that lies ahead. 

All the disruptive forces playing upon the Family in the past 
half-century have been aggravated by war conditions. Certainly, 
the process of change which social scientists have lon~ since recog
nized as taking place in the foundations, the structure and the func
tions of the family has been accelerated. Upon this picture we now 
have superimposed the difficul ties encountered by men and women 
during a period of unprecedented postwar readjustment. \Ve have 
here an extremely complex social phenomenon, the full nature of 
\\ hich is not readily grasped. Meanwhile, we are sensitive to the 
enormous human distress it involves: frustration and unhappiness 
for countless adultc:;, security undermined for countles children. 
On both the personal and social level, thi!'¼ is not only an immediate 
calamity. It bodes ill for the days to come. 

In the making is a \Vhite House Conference on Family Life, an 
earnest that responsible leadership is awake to the ac-:.iteness of the 
present crisis. Our colleague, SiJney E. Goldstein, hac; helped in the 
prelimary planning, and is clos<;;ly as3ociateJ with the developing 
project. Our Committee has been consulteJ concerning "emphases, 
needs and directions" for the conference. \Ve are asked to join 
other interested "national, multir,urpo~e. tax-free, non-profit organi-

zations" iA. spon.soring thi.') conclave. Our Committee rec::>m-
1 mends that the Central Conference of American Rabbis 

accept with enthusia"'m the invitation to be among th 
sponsors of the forthcoming White House Conference on Famil e 

l . . y 
L·re undertaking ·to do everyt ung m our pow::!r to advance 'ts 

i , . H I 
e of strengthening the Americ::rn ome. purpos J . h, 

The precise extent to which_ our ewi:; nomes share in the general 
crisis has neYer been established. S?mewhat encouraging is the 
Maryland Study made by the Amenc_a~ youth Commission. It 
1'howecl a !£ !bite relation he_t·,,·~en rehg1o_us affiliation and stable 
marriage, .Je\\ ish familie enJOYll•n a noticeable a,lvanta,.,e Th 
higlwst incidene of brokP:1 home:; (16_-,<';) was among tho~e-wher: 
"no faith" wa:-- followpd, the ~t>cond highest 15.2<; ) was where th 
husband and wife were of "mi~wd faith," after which came th: 
ispecific groups: Protestant (6. r·;; ), Catholic (6.4<; ) and Jewish 
(-L6J; ). ".hile this may be indicath·e, it is far from concl • 

. • us1ve. 
By and large, Jew13h home3 appear to suffer the same serious strains 
to which all .\merican homes are now subjected. 

This year, the chairman of your Committee served as cl · 
. . 1mm~ 

for t~~ Sy:1ag?gu: C_ounc1l of ~mer~ca of its Committee on Jewish 
Part1c1pat1on m ).;at10nal Family \\ eek, and our Conferen 
,.. h. d . . . I . ce rnem
uers 1p was urge to JOtn m t HS program. We made available to 
our members sampl s of two pamphlets, "The Soldier Takes w·f ,, 

d "11.1 k. 'I • L " a 1 e an 1, a mg ... t arnages ast, and called attention to the ex 11 
Public Affairs Booklet, "Building Your ~1arriage" by E M Dee ent 

. . • • • uvall. Our Conference was honored m haYmg our colle' rrue c..•d 
• • . ab , .:::,1 ney E. 

Goldstein, sernng as president of the important National C f 
. . . • on erence 

on Family Relat10ns. At 1ts annual sessions in April h . 
. . . . , e occupied 

the chair, while at the special section on "R~ligion and the Family" 
papers were presented there by two members of our C . 
S omm1ttee 

amuel Glasner and your chairman. Other comm·tt ' 
• • . 1 ee-members 

have been actl\"e m their own communities Of t· 1 • • . • • na iona mterest 
1s the suggestion by S. Felix 1endelsohn that the Chi· bb' . 

. . . cago ra mieal 
association create its own Family Relations Board 'o th 

• • • 1 r ' e purpose of 
adJustmg family quarrels before they get into court. 

Our Committee is pleased to report the first-fruits f ·t 
• 0 1 s repeated 

recommendation these past several years concerning t • 1 • . ma er1a s for 
m~r~1age-prepar~t1on cour~es under synagog auspices. The Com-
m1ss10n on Jew1 h Education, working with our c • 

. • omm1ttee has 
produced the p10neer effort in this field. The Union ff ' 

1 " . now o ers the 
genera text, Looking Toward Marriage" with a J , h 

t .. ,v· f f Th ev. lS supple-
men , . i e ~ Y Youth," publi~hed in experimental edition 
for use in our high-school clas es an,1 youth group" R f . ' 
• . .:,. e orm Judaism 
1s thus spearheading a growing movement to ha , R 1· • 

• . '- e e 1g1on bear 
a Just and due share m re--ponsibility for family ]if d • 

h . . - e e ucat1on We 
urge t e mtroduction of this course in all our co rr • • 

I• • h • n.,,regat1ons and 
so 1c1t t e ract1ons of our colle'.!gues to the pre"e t • ' 
h • :i n materials Our 

ope 1s tha t a fuller and increasingly more au.e t • 
. qua e program will eventuate from these beginnings. 

r= 
t • 
f. 
Ii 

I· I 
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An ov(•r:--i!:,ht pr , <'l t, ,(1 the E;.Peuti,·e Bo2rd's taking action 

upon a re>comrnen<lation adopU•tl and rt1£erred to it at the last con

\'entiun. B r~u (' we f el it i 1di,pensable to the congregational 

a:nd eomrnur itv f:en•;,,e~ rabbis ":11 be called upon more 

II a d morn to r;,ndn:r, w '. a!l'ain. rpcommP~,cl that our Com-

mittee be emp \'.'e1·ed to prr.:-s upon our SPmin:irirs the 

urgC'r cy of n·quiri1 g !-01md cour PS in M 11.-riage and Family Coun

fC'ling for ev,~ry undergr.Hluate. Furth< rmore, we recommend 

III that the 8emi11rric~. in ,·irw of the pr<.''-f.'•lt crises, devote 

to. this suhjC;c·t a major portion of th2ir 19-17 summer insti

tucs for graduated. 

Mt"anwhilc v,·e would l'a~e our colkv1gues 
1. To make the preaching ~n,l te ching of Je,vish Family Ideals 

their increased concern. 
2. To int nc;Hy their prPpar~tion for counsc>ling in marriage and 

family problem,, antl to make tbi;:; service available in the 

congregations. 
3. To make eyer more effective the erluc~t ional opportunity of 

pre-marital ronf erence:3 with engagerl couples. 

4. To set up institut11c; and study cl:isse3 on marriage and the 

famih·, at both adult and vouth levels. 
5. To i~trolluce co:.ma~s in t.his field in the syn:igog school. 

6. To increase the aYailf!hility of syaar,oi; plant and facilities 

for the social and rcc:-~atio:1al p~irposcs of youth. 

'i. To cooperate fully in ?.II community efforts to reduce delin

quency, prostitution and venerf'nl dis•~ase. 

The plight of the p:\_.,::;ent-da:v family cnllf; for atbck upon many 

fronts. There i:3 imm~rlir.1e nwlioration and thcr~ is long-term 

planning to be entered into. There ar~ prolrams on a national 

plane, in the commun!ty, throug!1 t!i, r.:l\io11s im:titution, and in 

direct ministry to homes that are stricken. As rabbis, we will work 

a<;siduously in every opportunity for :::-tr.ice afforded us, for the fu

ture of the ,Jewish Home will always b2 one of our primary concerns. 

Respectfully submitted, 

STA '-:LEY R. BRA v, Chairman 

Tlw report wa reeei\·ed and the recommendations adopted. 

DISCl1SSI0~ 

. Rabbz Pilchilc: I suggest, in view of the fact that this report 
rightly emphasizes the great importnnce of this ar':a of wor~, 

that following the V\''hite Hou~e ccnfcrcnce at which we "'.111 

be represented, a spec-ial in. titute on marriage and the family 
b • • • b • the 

e m~bated by the ConierPnrc mnionally and e ~iven f 
prominence it desen e:s. Including this in the curriculum 0 

our seminariC's nnd urging that it be ineludcd in the work of 
summer institute\~'. j:, not enough. A public irn.;titute on mar

riage and the. family ~hduld be condact<:'d by the Conference. 

A motion that the committ ee be au1 horized subject to finan
cial arrangements to be made bv the Execuf iYc Board, to hold 
a seminar durin!! the year, .:--ubsequcnt Io the \Vhite House 
conference, en the subjeet of l\Iarriagp and The Family, was 
adopted. 

Appreciation was cxpre::;sed by Rabbis Baok~labC'r and Pil• 

chik for the literature srnt: out by the committee during the 
year. 

The report of the Ct>mmittcc on Respornm was prepared by 

Rabbi Israel Bettan. 

REPORT OF COM1'1ITTEE ON RESPONSA 

To the Central Co11fcr1:ure of .4.mcriran Rabbis, 

COLLEAGUES: 

Of the questions submitter! to the CommittPe on Jt:.,c:pon8a, ·the 

following are deemed to be of sufliciwt inl""!'eJl and importance to 

be embodied in this year's report. 

Qucxti,,n I 

41Some time ago, I officiated at the ,vedding ()f a youn~ woman 

of Orthodox background. She had prl?vinusly lwcn di\·orced and 

had been extremely eager to secure a rc-ligious divorce from her 

former husband. Howe\ er, he put all sorts of humiliating obstacles 

in the path of this woman, so that it was necessar~· to he married 

without this religious di Yor::E'. c,h ~ fel t very badly about it and 

so did her new husband. I su~~e~,tecl to ..... that where there are 

cases where it is almost imr,o~"'ihlP to secure a dh·orce because of 

the obstinacy of a ~pouse. the Confer<'nCP i'S~U-.! a unilateral divor 
l . ce. 

This diYorce would ~ay t rnt, 11ar:much ns a ciYil diYorce had b 
• h r • • l een 

granted, we _reco~mze t e re.1g11n:s :1g 1t _or the party to remarry. 

I feel that this would be of r,r at p-:yenolog1c~l Y,.lue to many 1 , peop e. 
It would solve the problem of largi> n11mher:5 ,,·110 are now e 

. ncounter-
ing difficulty in rcm'.lrrym~ b~.!:1 i .. of th lac:~ of cooperation of 

their former spouse, • • • • 
"I might add that my propo!ial doe-; not pret,:,nJ t . 

1 • 1 • - 0 gn·e any 
religious authority to the c.1vor<'" )Ut is rather a de,.ice wh b 

we give sanction for remarriage to Pflilple who may bec-i rere _Y 
f I l t th • • ' use o their 

inability to s cure a f; !, pe t l:l e,r rem::i.rri.arre ic; not 
Jllr,,_.. ,, quite 

acc1Jrding to corn rt proc " 

Rc~pon ·c 

The propo::·al herrin ~ct forth, while somewhat startr 
1 l • 1 . 111g, con-

temp ates no re,·o ut1onary c11ani.;e m our attitude Tl 
d ffi h. I I. . . I • 1e corre.::;pon-

ent rea 1rms 1~ Je.1el rn t 1e adnquacv of the civ'l 1 
. . • 1 c ecree, and 

d1sa,·ow any de~::ire to re.store to t!-le religiou h;ll of cti· . . 
• 'orcement its 

former character and status. He would merelv im· st tl . C f 
• • . • • 1:: 1t:: on erence 

with the power to 1 ~ue, m special ca:-es a document · -1 . . ' • sim! ar to the 
Get, only as a "device" to foil the ,·;ilful hu'-'l>and .1 . 

• . • '' 10 ret uses 1 0 
comply with the orthodox req1nrement unrl thus e b 
scrupulous former mate. • .m arrasses his 

It is worthy of no e that the divorcee in oue,tion t1 . h 
b • 1· • d" ' ~ ' ,1ouir cager 

ta o tam a re 1g1ous i vorce, doe~ nnt sr.em t O re" l • 
. _ar'- Its absence 

ns a senous obstacle to her remar-jacre Re"recl ·ct 
. . . • • ,.. • ... am1 st orthodo 

surroundmgs, she 1s consc10us of an unf ulfil}nA . x 
, .I( req 11rcment 1 

betrays a measure of mental dish.!rbanc . The sug,, ·t d ,. '. anc 
• h . d oes e device" 
m t e Ju gment of the corre~pondent, \\'Ot.:ld tend to , 
perturbed mind. ease her 

·we are dealing here, then, not with a question 1, I , . . 
t • r 1· 0 a,\, but with 

a ques ion o po icy. Shall we ag a religious bod , I 
d d . . ) t 1at ha~ aha 

one a given practice on principle (see C. c. A R \" 1 n-

deliberately resoh-e to restore it not as a dic:::cipi· ·•. 0 • 3~• p. 48), 
. ' • • me 1n our h ves b t 

~s a posc:::1ble palliath•e for the n()ne-too-poignant 1 ' u 
d• h . scrup es of certai 

1vorcees w o stlll cheri~h a superficial attachment, n 
practices? for orthodox 

The quest.ion. so put, ran ha,·e but one an~wer N 
of policy, is the suggested step free from unpl • ,. or, as a matter 
I . b easant complicatio 
t 1s ut neC'P,s~ary to rcmemh,.,r that tile Icade f O h ns. 

~s is their right, that the civil decr;e tho r i b. rt. odoxy insist, 

validated by a supplementarv rcligiot:~ o· . ug . tndmg, must be 
. . • • • n orce, 1f the rem· • 

ofe1therparty1~tobewithinthelaw Tl , arriage 
. . . • o >e :mre, we are t b 

hy this ms1~tence. \Ye are at libertv to cfo;p . . no ounc{ 
f h • , ense with this P •• 

o t e law. Yet wne we to .!dopt the propo~ 1 f h rov1sion 
d I . a o t e corrc,sponcl 

an proceer to 1 "=LIC this s r• of "h, d ., • ent 
l . " ' gence.-; to all com . 

sc ve to their tenclC'r ccnscience'- ,•·e \'" 1 1 . 1 ers, as a 
• • • ,, ,OU ( Just V l 

for the unwarra.n1ed attempt to inte-il•r'"' ·· th h. Je condemned 
f ' '-= \\ 1 t e proper f 

ment o an orthodox di:::cipline. en orce-

The JJro;>or~I i. neither ~o md in •p:nc·1.,.1, f . 
• , • • '· : 1 e nor sa e m r t' 

eannot r;}c 'l\'e ~-1,, :.,.. •o-s •n"n ' <>f th C P ac ice, and 
.... _ .. w, • ..... " .e omrnittee, 
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Q,,c .. ~tion JI 
"R I ' t mY congrega-ecen t "./ I conducted a funeral for a memoer O • 1 

tion. I wa;5 told t!:at a . fasouic .... ~rvi~e woulJ prel'ede the regu ar 
I• • . . ·dental nature, re 1g1ous sernre. I thought it would be of an mci • _ 

hut it pro,eJ to he of t,\entv minu•cs <lurntion and tom~ amahzet 
• 1 1· ·ou3 lme t a ment seeH,cll to be < on;;, r,. , I on a psew.o-re 1g1 • 

might well haye satU-:ed the. pi itual ~rnplc~ of a number ~f_peopl~. 
"There were reforcnc·u to the ' 'Gr2.n<l . faste r of the UmYers~ ' 

prayers were re ad for thf . , ul of the ri pa"ted, a l lrnst two of v. hlch 
i:eemed lo he dii-., t r<" ,1 ing--, from 1he Christian Dook of Commo~ 
Prnyer (one of them t-£> L rd'., p .. a. e .. ). An arro,1 was plared on 
the <'oflin by the ·'ch:.pl : .. of th Jo 1ge m• aH Je·-rish one, by the 
w:!y) and each . . fa n pre 1t, c'nd in white g}oye-; and apron, 
placPd a ~prig of e, er,, el'n 011 the coHin as they solc>mnly paraded 
r ast. 

"To me the cer ... mony h 1Cl all the e:irmark, of a s •parate r:.!l igious 
cult , and I felt that as far a.:: th"' mC'mber3 1i;> might he r.oncernPd 
my participatio•1 ns a r,1 >bi wa.5 almost snp_r J.10119 ..•• 

"I do not know if t.hi., quc._,tion h, s t>Yer been discu~sed before, 
hut to me it .seemcrl like a se;iaratR religiou.s service with obvious 
Chri-;tian a11J p:1 •a•1 ro Jt • one that is c•ntirely out of keeping with 
eith"r liberd or or hodox Jud,1ism. And the quc,.tion al~o arises 
in my mind: If the ::\.I-is•ms see fit to hold a fun eral serYice, might 
not the Knights of Pyth:as, the EJkq, Lions, Moose, and who knows 
how many other frat~rnal and other organizat.ions do the same 
thing? ... " 

Rc~pon.·c 

Among the prim·ipleq controHirtg rahLiPic dccisim,s, there is one 
that partakes more of the nature of policy Pum of legal propriety. 
Our teachers were Ycry much concernnd with tli(' need of maintain
ing amicable relationship within the larger community. When not 
l'alled to comproniice thei: r!:?li~iolIS poi,ition, or any important be
lief and practice, they consuaecl the "ways of peace" h2fore attempt
ing to resolYe a di!Hcult situatirm. 

The funeral rites of fraternal organi:mtiom, ho,,·e,·er designated, 
arc harmless pageantry. They are inten led a~ a sper.tacular tribute 
to a departe ·l member. The primacy or the religion of the deceased 
is fully affirmed ,r.hcn the R r,bbi insists, as he shoulcl, that the rites 
of the Synagcg ta1.,:e r,rt>cedence O\'er the rraternal ~eremonies. After 
the Jewi.:-h sPrYire has been co1npleteJ, at the homfl or in the Chapel, 
outside par1.icii)atio:1, when desired hy the family, may well be 
countenanced, eYen if on(l C':lm.ot uppro,·e or all Lhe details of the 
daborate ceremonial. 

The fratern~l associat ion~, ,,ith w:hi('h mc>l1 of our faith are affil
iated, contend that th' ir ri uals are free from sect:lrian bias. The 
l'xamples cited by the corre ,pondent would tend to disprove the 
claim, though one must alwa::s he car:ful to_ distinguish between 
denominational oYcrtoucs and r\,•ar chri. tolog1cal implicar 

k • ·r ions. At any rate, it might not be ta en _arms-. i the Rabbi suggested th 
omission of a ~iven referenc or nt~. e 

To ban by conference rC'solution all participation of f 
~ 1 , t raternal 

l'.oclies in the sen"ice for the c.e:ic,, >ecau e of minor b' . ; ~ 0 Jeet1ons to ..,ome of the ut tcrancf' . ,, ould cv .ncl! a de:~ree of intol••ra 
• I I • " nc~ not ·tt ·tll cond, c-·\ • t t 1 P 3C u r~ auons we shou\ l str'\. • • .. . ' \~ tornai.n-tai11 nnwng tlu.• cllt✓.e,. of a c >mmumty. 

Respect[ ully submitted , 

Isr. \EL BETTAN, Chairman. 
JOSHUA BLOCH 

\\~ILLI.\ \I G. BR..\l"DE 

Sn10x COHE:--: 

l'REDERICK A. DOPPELT 

EZRA G. GOTTHELF 

FELIX A. LE\'Y 

JERG:\IE R. 11..\r,r:-;o 
J ~COB B. 11E:-;KES 

S.\\IUEL ROS!.\GER 
J OSEP tI LTSCIIE:-I 

The report was rC'L'eived and order<:cl printed in the Yearbook. 

The report of the 'urator of 
Rabbi Sheldon H. Illank. 

.-\.rchives wa. presented by 

REPORT OF C RATOR OF ARCHIVES 

To !hr. Central Confcrrncc o.t A mcrica,1 Rabbi~, 

COLLEAGUES: 

Your Committee mailed Conference publications as O d d 
h Ad . . . r ere by t e mm1stratn e ecretary cf the Conference. 

Your Committee rtrommends that an honorariu f SlO ,. "1 ,,. m O .00 be ent to n r. arren .\. Cohh who take care of th c f 
1- • e on erence pub .:cat10ns as ordered hy t 1.e ecretary of the Conf -y C . erence. 

our ommittee rec.ommends that the sum of $IO 00 b 
t} Ch • f h c • • e sent o 1e .r.1rman o t e ommittee to meet the 

C f . . • expen:es of ending cut on erence pubhcat1ons when ordered Th' . . 
dd• • • is, "e hd1eve in a 1t10n to the ,..;_J.~O which i:) c:.till 011 hand ·11 ' 

~ , wi cover our n d for the coming year. ee s 

Respectfully ubmitted 
' 

SHELDO\ H. BLA~K, Chairmcm 
MYRON SII,\'ER~U~ 
lR\'1:--;G LEVEY 

The r ..,pnrt was r~ct iYe·l ~nd or lered printed • th y 
m e earbook. 
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REPOP.T (, R .. \!3BL ·rcAL PENSIONBOARD 

To the Cenfn•l Confcre11rc of Amt>rican Rabbis, 

COI.LEAGUES: 

• • bb" • 1 pointees of the Thi~ re. or t 1s submitter} by the ra mica ap d 
Central Conf(• cnce. s<>rving on the Rabb;nical Pension B~ard an 
deals ,, ith pr hlcm~ that ar0 or especial interest to us rabhis. fi d 

'I O feel gratl 1e C on c r 1 • -id the Pn;on have every rea:>on t . d ·n 
' We pwnecrc l OHr t p.obrt "f of the P.al,biuical Pension Plan. · _ 

this field and our ~ucc has~ lreadv induced at least two o~~an1~a 
• l • t do hkeW1Se, hons w ~cse w01 k i!) smnew iat re1 ted to our own ° . 1 'l'he 1nc1Epen<lent Order B'nai B' :tl· h"~ im~uguratecl a pension pdan 

• • ' ....., • He a for Hillel directcrs, an,l the Rabbinicul As£embly has msta . d 
• l r • \''e have receive pension p an er rabbis of the Con n a i\·e ;,,roup. ,v . 1 requests for a <lercription of our plnn, our method of operation, le~a 

d d • • formulating ocuments, prvmotion· I J;t<'rature and our a vice m . 
1 ~imilar plan from the JI brew ·ni\·er~ity of Palestine, the nationa 

association of Je\\ish '"'ocial \Yorker , the .1 ~ational Association of 
1'emple f'ccrnt:..ries and others. 

l'rogrcss of lht• l'cnsiou l'lcw 

In the:!~ rnomhs since the first policy was issue'! in July, 1944, we 
ha,·e enrolled 177 rabbis in the plnn. For them we have secured 210 
policies. :i:] of these being supplemC1ntary policit~s clue to increases 
in salari<.>s. 

\ ·a!u, of LzJc lnsurm11·e onrl A111rnitic~ 011 

Pulfric • I ss11cd 

Life insurance in the ahove policies. the same being designed to 
meet the problem of ,vidows' pension~, are summarized in the 
follwing very ~ratifying figures. The e deal only with policies 
already issued. 

The 145 policies which include life insurance (Retirement En
dowment) have an initial face ,·alue of $1,:H6,286.00. If main
tained to maturity, their guaranteed value \\ill be $1,951,384.00. 
The dividends hase<l on present rates will incre::i.se these values to 
$2,585,8:J6. 

The 65 policies that. do not contain life insurance (Retirement 
A nnuitics) if maiPtained to maturity will have a guaranteed value 
oi $790,56:3.00. Divi1lends, based on present rat!?s, will increase 
this to .. 906,5~1.00. 

Both types of policies together represent potential savings of 
~!3,49~,357 .00. 

The annuities resulting from the above policiPs at maturity and 
including dividends at current rate3 will be $'.:!88,981.00 annually. 

Totul Premi1111w <tncl Pcn.;ion B oard Grattfa 

The success of the plan i~ at tested in a very practical manner 
hy the fact that rabbis and eongregations pay each year on the 
above polities ~S4 ,G52.0'i including \Vaiver cf Premium). The 
Conference- ·nion contributes towards the premiums in addition 
lo the above, $=->~:.!J .~l for Primary Grants and $,)798.86 for Supple
mentary Grants, together ··11.0~ .07 making the grand total of 
"103,330.1-1 in annual premium . 

Fi:ian('it1l Liabilitic.~ Created by 
Polir.iez.: Alr£'ady Issued 

If the pension plan is eontinued, the following liabilities inhere 
in it:-; t!Xeeut i n. The Suppleml•ntary Grant.· were based upon the 

=nrit Pt>uswns J, und.. l nle-<: the mrmber.:-hi.p of the r- 0 £ prf>.,,... , . , . , n erence 
J•reatlv increa C!-, the I P11s1on r unds will undoubtedly suffi , • ce to meet these needs. 

The Primary Grants. indu<ling ,Yaiver of Premium pa • • Yments were to be paid out of the annual contributions of . 5000.00 each 
by the ·nion and the Ccmference. \\"e consider it important to 
direct the aaezition of the Conference to the fact that if the P 1· • 

• o 1c1es alr~ady iss:.ied are main ~a_ined to ~atu_rity, we will be morally 
ohhg_a~cd to pay about .,..13.,,000~00. 1~ Primary Grants. ~o funded 
prov1s10n has lJcen made for th1 •. 1 hr~e payments are dependent 
upon annual eontribut ions frum the Confereuc:e and the Un· 

10n. 

Eligible Na!Jlds ,wt in the Plan 

Ther~ are abou t .1:1;3 members of the Central Conference El' • • • • 1m1-11atmg tho~e beyond pt>n,wn age. those already pensioned th I• • b I ., r. . , ose tvmg a roac • anu some who arc de1n11tcly not intere tee) th • - ere are about 4~~ who _might he considert-d eligible. Of these we have en-
rolled 1, , , or 4) percent. .\bout ~~5 m ,re are now eligible but not 
enrolled. There are seYeral ad<l1tional classes of rabbi·s h • . . . w o are partlallv or rather potentially eligible such a 40 memb f h , • . . ers o t e CCAR \\ ho serve non- mon congregations and '> I non c r 

T • • - - on erence men who serve mon Congregations. 

Rcu11t ~1lociifir.ution~ of the Plan 

The Pension PI:rn ha~ now been modified in the follo\ ,· • • . vmg respects: Rahln!- s rnng rwn-p.::-ofit organizations engaged in J · h d • • . ~ ew1s e uca-t10n or social work, are now ehgihle. 
The final date when new ent rant.· will receive s 1 

upp ementary grant~ has now be n pcstponed until December 31, 1946. The final 
rlate has bC1en PO~tr> ued .. 1 \·eral time· as a matter of 
• \ 1" . , • . . accommoda-t 1011 . , e cannot <: ontmuE> to c!o th 1s m<lefinitelv for th 

. . . ' ., , e reason that the amounts of th" :ncl1v:dual grant· were bnseu on fi 
l r. ◄ 'l E gures as of .,.. • \·ery postp,,nement means that we open th d 

• . e oor to the as~umptrnn of :;rl'.itnr rn~ pon 1hilitie..., in the matte• f, 1 • r O upp ementary i;ran~; m the near f 1t 1:-.:1 ve hall he faced with th • 
dosing thb door. e neeessity o( 
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Appli<·ants \\Lo an · refu~ id life i -.11:uH'e lv lhe • 1ort hwest~rn 

i\Tutual can n~ ·. a, p s·milar pnlici s i. uec.! to them by the Umon 

Central Life- I 1 ·::n,·r r oi 1p ny. 
Supplerneu , & :, policies , ·hieh or · ¥.hially could he- i"?ued only on 

the r nn·\Lrt~ry date of th . nigLd policy can now be issued at any 

time. 1 
Rabbis carrying o·: policir.:., , but tcn'porarily unemployed wil 

r reiv" t lH• u ual gran • for one =• ea r if th y pny t~1e total premium 

<k e from rabLi ai <l c n-:reiation. 

I • ·011s f ort' c Ofdrr ).Jell 

\ J • s·thle bv men 
n " r ' 1 li annuitv returns pure ia. • • 1 

i • . , •• rndequ:1te an< 
v\ r r • l I o tl·eir Rr!uries Js n ?r., II, b f 
• 1' ·a1 A r ited num er 0 

c ec 11ws ra;n • r from tha a~e lc\'el onward. im h 

('ongr'-.'gatio1,s : ave met t his situat ion by paying much ~oreB~:r: 

ten percent of the rah bi', •alarv. f he members of the Pension. . 
f l • • • t~ f r men m this 

are o t 1e opinion that the supplen1ea tary gran u 
g h ] I 1 • , • ·•1 require a large 

roup s ou l oe con~1dn ah1Y in re:1i:ed. 1 his \\ 11 0 
increase in the Capi ta l Pen ·:on rundc, through contributions ~n 

allocations by eontdbuting org:-in'za~ions. \\'e would wclrome gif~ 

and bequest. fron·1 th o.:)P \',hos• ;itteut ion could he directed to th1s 
subject. 

< ,· (f/s R cct ired 

In th is conni1 <.'lion, ll t• rnc>mbers of tl.e Conference will be pleased 

to le:trn th:tt a ide from contrar ml rontriLut ions fr'Jm Un ion and 

Confer,•nce toward I he• l'r'mu y Grant , we ha, e r<'C<'i\'~d t he fol

lowing gifts ~nd l1•gnci1's v hich have been \ 'Otc•cl into t iw 1'r•n,._ion 
Funds. 

Throu~h the a <Tc1 nc·y of the Central C'on fc-n •11"i' 
I nitial appropriation (.Adj·1sterl value) . $1 ;>3,7(i7.5 l 

Addi t ional Gifts a m! g r•.1uc".ts :l ,:;:31 .04 . 1 :,7.09 -~-'5 

Through the agency of the rn ·on of American Hebrew Congre

cations 
Initial appropriation .. .. . . ... . ........ $ 69 ,G :1 .09 

Additional Gifts . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,867.06 

$~:n,649.60 

The Pension Board is deeply apprec:iat iv~ of the generous as

~istance of the ConferenC'e ancl the t' nion in ! h h unc!crtal~ing. 

Rdnrn in:1 Clw plai ux 

Chaplains, enro1lecl in this plan cannot be too frequt1ntly rl'minclecl 

that it is to their t~tlvan lage to conver t t heir annuity pol" r ies to 

corresponding polidcg containing life insuranr . The JirPmium re

mains the same and the policy will he dated La"k to the original date 
of ent ry. 

Our Tltunk.; 

This report would be incomplete \\ ithout due acknowledgement 

of the notable services which have hecn rendered to the progress 

of our pension pwgrnm by 1ir. ,Jacob Aronson. Chairman of the 

Bo~rd, and Dr. George Ze >in, Yi"e-Chairman and E:{ecutive Secre

tary. B oth men ha n • gh·en them clve - nv t self-sar•ri1rcingly to the 

prom otion of this ('au,c._ F rom the earl :,.~ days of the development 

of our plan, their enthu:e-1a•·m an l e~terpr.se have been continuously 

eviden t . 1 

:Mr. Aronson's extcnsi~e k110 \\ 1 ,~ge anll ex~erience in this par

ticular filed, alway:; aYa1lable. ha, e ~ro\'en invalua l>Ie. lre are 

especially indebted to Dr. Geor~e Zepin for the wise and helpf I 

administration of hi-; oflicc. \ ', itho~t the acti\'e as istance an: 
ncouran-cmc-n of I h t e> men ou1 program C'ou\d not h .... 

• 1) • ...\eat-
t .... ined the. uec- , I( I • ' o rap1c Y achte\·ei\. T\\,.,·\'' 1 . 

•• • • . " ' ( l'VQ\. \ ')n 
arises from the eom 1ct1on that both the pulpit and t\1,... . 

. . . . .... {,ew will 
1 e most \ \ 'Jsely s n·ed hy th1s program.\\ h1ch 1s de-" i<•nerl t . 

0 0 pro\'1de 
for the seruritv of the rabbi in his old U<Jc, and of hi~ fam'l . • 

. • . . • 1 Y lll the 
cYent of his death. and winch offers to eal:h congregation th _ 

• f d" l • ·r I 1· e op 
portu111ty O 1sr11argmg a ma111.est O > :rration r o.,. tl1P·1r 

. • • gimerous 
rooperat1on we are most gra cf ul. 

Looki,,v Foru:ard 

The enrollment of 45 ' ; of the rahbi \\ ho t!r~ immediate! r -11 
• l l I t l 'd Y e 1g 1 > e 
1s p ro >a > y t,1e ie::;t 1 \'1 enc of the appro,·a! of rabhis and 

• f I 1> • Pl • congre-
~ation or t 1e en~wn nn. 1 our r('prec::entatiYe~ 011 1, I> . 

• ,1e ens1on 
Board find, howen~r. that t hr> nlan is t ill in nee-1 of p · 1-• erior 1c pub-
licity. I t frequently happens thnt one Board of Tr l 

. . us es agrees 
to enter the rabbi m t he µIan, but tbat ..-,UCC'eedino· Brv•rcl . 

. ,, - « s, someumes 
never hanng heard of the Plan, have to be re-..,iuc 1 • . 

""' atec m this matter. 

Again we find that entering the plan at an earh• a .,.P d 
. ' • ., c.- on a mo erate 

salary does not provide the annuitv whieh \\ ill "at i•f. 
• • ~ ) a man at t he 

end of his career \\ hen he has h com .. uc:: tu Jiving O .1 1 

• Th' • • h . . . n mut .1 ,arger 
mcome. 1. pom , ,o t .c n-.:, .. 1ty ,or mcrcas~n•, one's . 

• J I • .., annmty ,·overag wit 1 eal' 1 mcrease of ~al.iry. 

·while the sums involverl in uch inerea,o •ire t 
• . . . • "" ' no very large, 

this too require~ pcnochc timulation. Keither pr ! I • 
bl • 0 > em is unsur-

moun ta e. \\ e find the congregations as a rule ,. . 
t heir attit ude. ery generous in 

F rom the above ren,ons. and not overloo'·in<• ti f 
b C f . 1~ h 1e act t hat both 

1 e on erence and the 1110n are growino- b< er . · • 
h h . . b ) ie • it 1. apparent 

t at t e pension projec will requ:re continuous a t tention for a 
number of years. 

Bespeaking the continued intere::i t of the Confe · h' 
t k• rence in t is under a mg. -

R >:spectfully uhmit ted, 

On Behalf of the onference \ . • ppomtees 

S \:\! EL M. G ' I', '/wirman 

The repor t wa~ r cd ,·cd and ordered printed 1·n th , ,. 
e I earbook. 



5020OB!.J 9 O~ J.0 - GAL.4.?. --------.Frank 

The rcpon of t 11e Con mission on Information ~bout Judai:5tn 
\\.·as pn•parr.d by rrf:bbi Harry \ 1. Ettelson. 

REi)OTIT Oi:' ,.. ) I~Jl )IO.! ON IXFORMATIO~ 

ALOL T JUDAISM 

To the Central Cu,ifc rcncc of A :neriran Rabbill-, 

COLLEAGUES: 

Th . • • for the rou:;h some rn1schancn th<1 1• '\Ort of our Commission 
• ' - ... ,., f the 

previous year w2s lost while en route either to the Secretary 0 

Conference or to thn ConferP'1<' ., :•nd did not appear in the laSt 
Year Book of the Confrrencc>. T!,i, .. ,,p~rt, t hnr~fore, covers a :wo 
year period, which includes t!1e do.:;c of d1e ,,;nr and the re-organiza
tion of the Commission. 

i ·vice uf fl, ligion S crir.J 

These pamphlets wh ich wc-r~ prepare•! primarily as morale 
builder~ for the mc>n in the armed forc,,s ju ·tificd all the effort and 
expenditure irn·olvPd in their pn p~ra tion and distrihut icm. The 
innumerah!e f·.n>rable com 1wn ts t hat W(' r,•cc.: ive<l mc!dc us feel 
that thi;; }ms bcf'n a wur th while effort. 

"\Ve puolished fifteen p..imp!llets in this ..-cri1:<i, a·1<l cl istrihutc,l over 
a million copies. A8 a mat ter of rl'conl, we \ ·ish to list herewith the 
authors and the tit k•:- of the"e pamphle t:--.. \t the same time we wish 
to express our very s:nrerc grat.i t ud(' to the:-;e men for their excellen t 
contributions. 

B ecause I am an American, Rabbi E<lgar F. Magnin 
A F ighting l'Jan's Faith, Rabbi Louis Binstock 
Ji 'it/1011/ B cnr_(d of Chaplain , Chaplain X urman ~1. Goldburg 
I n Defcn.~e of 01,r CoH ,itru, Ral?hi David Philipson 
J ust a Stiff Necked Outfit, Rabbi Philip Frankel 
R elir1ion on n Rn.ff, Chaplain .r\lhert $. Goldstein 
Food, Freeclom cmd Fello1l':;hip, Chaplain .Jacob K . Shankman, 

USNR 
E<Juipment - not Is:H1ed, Rabbi Daniel L. Davis 
You and Yo11r Fc7lo1c 11fon, Chaplain Jacob P. Rudin, USNR 
Bomb8 and Book~, Rabbi 11aurice . Eisendra.th 
n·1tut's it ull .4.1,01,t, R tbl>i? Chaplain Harry E::;srig 
Tomorrow'8 n·or1 I, Rabbi Emil \V. Leipziger 
The Tornh Jai,z:.; the Xary, Captain --~L ~1. \Vitherspoon {Ch. C.) 

USN 
Shoulder to Sho11l1lcr II nclt r Gori, Chaplain Ely E. Pilchik, USNR 
The Purc~t Dcmoerncy, Chaplain Roland B. Git.lelsohn, USKR 

Popular Studic~ i,i .lzidaz.·m 

These au thoritatiH• statements on various aspects of J ewish life 
and thought have established our Commission as an authentic 
agency for the publication of suC'h m:1terial. 

During the war period we published one new p:imphlet in this 
series, ''J udaism and \~·ar" by Profes:c-or ~umuel S. Cohon. But the 
demand from the men rn the armed for..,es \Vas so great that we were 
obliged to reprint se\·enteen of our pamphlets. 

During the past year we printed a new pamphlet entitled "P 
R 1 • l Sur •• l f ost Biblical Judaism, Y. Its ~o em tie \J\'a o the Jew" by Rabbi 

Israel Bettan. • 
\\"( , a\ e two 11£'\\ pamphlet::: going through the e'Hto•;al. 

. • : . • t. . .. process. 
\ ub-comnnttt:P of o 1r ( P1m.ss1on 1;as rli'Ylewetl O . 
~ :-- ur pro1ect 

<lf Popular Stu l"t:·, :>n ! ' .., fo mula .. c<l a long ran~e µro"' r 
. h .,,ram or 

the in<'lu.,ion of many suhJects for future Studies. The list of sub-
Jects i::- appended herNo. (Appendix A) 

\Ye ha\·e cooperated wit h the rommi~sion on In3titutes O J d 
n u a-

ism, and haYe di:-tributed aboat ~o.ooo copie.3 of our p l 
'--' a· I I • opu ar du 1es to t 1e:-:e n3t1tute ,. 

It will be of interest to the memhns of the Conference to k 
that some time ago the Jewish ,~·elfare Board iss'led 1 now 

. . . • a se ected 
h1bhography of pamphlet material for the use or rew1·och h 1 .-. ' ., .:, c a p ams 
and Jewish ,velfare Boar,l reuresentatin?s T, .. en~v bl. h. 

• • • ~J pu 1s mg 
organization' were listed. Of our Popular Studies and ·p . 

R 1. . . . . voice of 
e 1g10n series, t,1:ent y-c1ght titles we, e recommended Th" 
• , 1 h 1 1· f • 1s con-stituteu t e argest 1st o a:1y of the organizations who h 

were recommended. • se pamp lets 

.Yur Jfoi/i11g L1,.;,f 

Because of the fact that durin(J' the \\'ar vea"~ w . . ~ ., ,., e concentrated 
our attention mamly on the morale buiLing pamphl ts .. 
Ii J b . ~ . e , our ma1hng .st 1as ecome ob.,olete. \"\ e are now obliged to 
. • reconstruct t his 

list. "\"\ e must assemble a completely new list of mi1115• t l • 
. . ers, eg1slators 
Judge.3, eclucator'l, etc. \\ e ha•:e already begun to d h" ' 
h ' • d 1· f o t lS. We ave ootame a 1st o 10,000 state le .... is!ators whi h ·11 . 

. .,, c wi constitute 
the nucleus of our new hst. Gradually this will be l d . 

. . . en arge until we 
have a ma1hng list of at lc>ast 100 000 leader~ of bl. • . 

' ::s pu 1c opinion. 

1.\"ew Projects 

During the past two years, our Commission h ·ct 
• . • • as cons1 erect th 
inauguration of two new projects in o•ir pamphl t • e 

·th • , • e senes. Both of 
ese proJects have won the fa,·orable consiueration of our 

mission. Com-

One projP.ct con!'-i~st ~ of taking oYer the s· . 1 fl 
• ma1 ea ets that w 

proJectecl most succe --fully hy Rab hi Jo ·e I I G fi ere 
·11 • • s P 1 • ori nkle Th 

w1 constllute a new rncie- under the nam, f th . . • ese 
1 fl • e O e \io1ce of s· . 
ea et:.;. "e µla l to reprint tho. e th·1t W"re al 1 ma1 

l- , .,,~ ,J, . < c reacy prepared. u r .ia, E' .... •a Y r"con·ed i,;t>ven n~w rn . . . n e 
' '" anu ·crinl" rn this 6 • 

these are now in the hands of the Com ·~ ,· • f . eries, and 
' m1ss10n or review. 
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'r'he othf!r prvjcct was brou~ht to o•ir at tentic;,1 by Rabbi Louis 

~;it t. It consists of the puhlic:ition of pamphlet,!\ in simple language, 
ii~teu<lect for distribution among th~ ma~ec:. Rabbi \Vitt has pro
po:ed a novel plan for the di~tribution of thcc:c pamphlets, so th~t 

• , • t d <l This series will the,•y \\ 1!1 n~ach t lv,~e for whom t 1~t'Y are 111 en c • 
he called The Truth About the .Jews. d 

The format for both of thcsP new series i now being planne • 
Tlwse series will l)p dist::1cd\"e in size, style and print ing. 

Our Commis ion now functions under fiye sub-com mittees as follo,,s: 

I' • • • H· 
\ o c ~inai I aflr>t 
Truth About the> ,Jt'\\.s 

i lsraP! Bettan, ('!w7rmall. . 
• C'ia,rman Rabbi ~u ... 1h.1m Feini.teJ~, 1 

. s· Cha1rman LP011ard ~. :mons, . 
Holiday Pres K otices Rahl Ji Si,lney S. Tedesche, Chain~nn H l • 1 s . • t ·n Chairman 0 u,ay ermon Pamphlet Hahhi.JacohJ. \\ ems ei ' 

n • s hcommit tees •l e are very tlrnnkful to the Chairmen of these u 
and to the memlJershiµ of the·r (' lmmittees for the splendid coopera
tion that they ,ire gidng our ,·arious projPcts. 

Our Popular Stwlics i11 Prc,1rh 

Our P<'pular Ftudi'-'", in t!1 hnnds of our .Jewish soldieri- abroad, 
Wf're seen hy I ·1bbi H. Somm •r of Pari.;. It ocrur;·<>rl to him that 
thc.se pamphlets C'Ould he tra,1 lated into Frcm<"h and adopted for 
the ust• of the French .J \\i. '1 puf Ii••. The fl ·t p:.rnphlet of this 
f:C'ril'.'~ hnc:; already appeared. It is "Contr"bution~ of .lu<iai~m to 
i\fod rn Sodety" by Ilabhi Ahrai1arn ,1. F'elclrnnn. " 'e havf' bl'Cn 
a•·ked to gh·e permi siou for the• translation of others of our Popular 
Studies, a permis ion that ,,·as re:~dily granted. 

Apprccialio•1 and 1'/uwks 

We are greatly Pnheartened by the fine support tha t we have 
received for our work from t l:e rabbis of the ConferenC'e, <'8pecially 
from those who served a~ ehaplains. 

'\Ve are thankful to the Union oi .\mPrican H~1brew Congrega tions 
for its recognition of our work through an increa ·Pd allotment for 
the coming year . 

"\Ve are likewise gratc_,!ul to the l<'n•ud,~nthal F oundation of 
T rinidad, Colorado, which, throu"'h its energetic a nd far-seeing 
Chairman, dr. Gilbert Sanders, has recognized the importance or 
our activity and i.· cor1tinuinr, its 8Upport of our efforts. 

Our e~pcci::i.1 thanks are cxtPn<led to the Sf cretlln? of our Com
mission, Ruhl,i Louis I. Egclson, for his \"Pry fine and cl11cient services. 

Respectfully suhmittecl, 

lIArmy \\-. E'fTEI~<;ox, Clioirman 
The report W,!:s n•c;eived and ordered printed in the Yearbook . 

.APPE:"~DTX A 

Srn .. ;GESTED T0l'l,...S nm l'orm, :\.R Sn.mu- s 

1. BIOGR \PHH:~. There might he a , 1•ries on biographie. of great. 
Jews of the past l'hiloc:ophers, P\JCt~, l'lc. 

~ - OlSPERST.m ,IE\\ ISH C:o'n1 .. ~. ITlt::s. Ther~ could he a series 
covering, for ex:1.mplc. the foiln,ving: 

(a) The Chazar~ 
(b) The Fala~has 
(c) The Bene brael 
(d) The Yemeuitc-. 

3. SELF Go\' EH"11E'.\'T 1'. IO~~G TllE .J 1:w:-. In thi ~erie~ th"re could 
be: 

(a) The Exilarchat;e 
h Tlw \ aa \rha .\r.1t· os 
c Tht I'n r'arc-h·1 l 

dJ The 'anhc-drin 

f: 
• Jo\'l.:.\II.: T IX Jn> \I lt. \\·e miaht hayc pam1,l1lci•o t . 

"'~ reating 
(a ) The Cha"sidic :\Io,·ement 
(b) The Jfaskalah 
(c) The Emanc7ra··, n ).fo\·cme11t 
(<l) Judai:--m an I . • atior1ali::m 

- PHILOSOPHY and Pmr.osnrmms I:\ ,JtiI>,\I ',1. 

6. CmD:11-::-.T \RIES and Co,1.-.wi-:T,\Tons. 

, . CODE and CoorFn:R.:-. 

JEWISH POET[ff and Por:T...,. 

!). JE\\ I H EDUl".\TIO. •• \\'e might haw• a :-Orie CO\'ering : 
(a) In the Rabbinic Period 
th) In the ~1idclle A,.,.es 
(c) .. fodern Jm, ish Education 

10. T1t1-: BIDLE IX LJTT:RATUHE. Thi· would C'O\'f!r tll" I 1 • • . roe t 1at the Bible playe1l m the great literature of the world. 

The report of thr Commission on Jewish Education wa presented by Rabbi .:olomon U. Freehof. 

REPORT OF COMM I' 'JON O~ JEWISH EDUCAT IO .. 

To the cntrul <"011/, rcnce of America tt Raboir, 
Co1.u; \G E~: 

Duri_ng the yea: HJ' 5 - fi we have made much progre.:;s in the fie ld 
of JP.wish cducat:on. \\ e h?..ve published nc·r books f h"J 

• or c I ctre?1 for young pe,)ple. for teacher , and for adult" \\T1, h· l 
1 

. • ' • ~· • ave a so c unng th1 year do 1e some ;,ioneering in the field of J .. ,,..1·sh i • • , ' ' e< ur:1t1on of whH!h I am 1 appy to tell yo . ' 
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Some years ago a company kno.\ 11 :i tlie Bible Players . r 
wood prepared a serie., of cxe llen t plays for pre~entat10n ove 

t • l • D G oran learned na :ona radio net\vorks. During thP past year r. 1 am . 
that these plays includC'd manv cl ramatiz~1tions from the Jew15h 
Bible, and that thev were av~ilab!P. in radio recordings. Upon 
examininl; two sel?<·t~d· ~<'ripts. we dc-~ic_led that it would be worth 

while to rerecord the:-:e ou phonograph records. I shall not enter 
into the details of the technical proh!Pms that we're involved in this 
work. Sulfice it to say that they were carPft.:lly studied and satis
facto:ily solved. T he Commis,,ion on Jewish Education thus author- • 
i7ed. as an experiment, the is.:;uauce of re<'<•rds of the two Bible 
I l.iy~. "The> Birth of a Leader'' which tells the story of Moses, and 
"Crossing- the Reel :;::ea." These two dramatic plays are presented 
on six double-faced, t wel\'11 -i 1c-h r "conls, a1Hl may he use.I on any 
phonograph . They ate exre!IPnt fut a'5..'-~m hlies. Ir playing time 
they are one half hour eath. Half of a µlay may be presented .at one 
assembly, the other at another ass,:,mbly. 

The first sixty s~t5 available fat S 1 ) .00 for hoth µlay.s) were ofl'erecl 
for sale to congregations affiliateJ with the Union of Ametican 
Hebre\V Congregatior.s only. Few of these are now left, but more 
may be secured ii the demanrl continues. Furthermore, if this 
project proves to be successful and a demand for th2;-;e audio aids 
continues, we h:2ve an option on over thirty other stories from our 
Bible. 

I know the member~ of this Conferf'n~e \\ m rejoice to learn of 
this new departure in our educational work. 

Another area in which we pione:,re·l t:1is year is in the nrcparation 
of some Jewish material on the subje"l of marria6e and th~ family. 
A joint committee chosi:>n from our Com111ii::sion on .fo,;vbh Bducation 
and from the Committee on Marriage anrl the li'~mily of the CC AR, 
selected what they consi.1lered the ht~st book available for young 
people on the study of the subject of ma,.riage, "Lookin~ Toward 
Marriage" by Johnston, Randc,lph and l'i.·ley. It wa:,- felt, however, 
that a supplement should he prepare·i on the Jewi'lh a:.:pect of the 
subject . Rabbi Stanley R. Bnw, Chairman of th(> Committee on 
Marriage and the Family, wa~ inviterl to prepare the Jewish 
supplement. This he h:t<, done, ancl th~ booklr t, "Wife of Thy 
Youth" was i-;sued by our Connni,· iun 'm Jewi:,b E lara ' ion. You 
may be intereste:l in l.nowing that about 1;')0 congregations ha,·e 
ordered the booklet, a few ha,·ing urdere<l them in quantity, ob
viously to use in di~cu:...sion grc,ups ,, ith our youth. 

I nlcrrz1lt urc:l W ork 

Your Chairm:1n is happ~ to rep•>rt :l~ ·1t_ somo m~nths ago he began 
negotiations with the Loms and ~ fa1) K. Horov.-1tz Foundat1·0 f 

• h. 1 • • • n or 
the securing of a fund ,,. 1th \\' w.1 .to initiate the preparation and 

Publication of our htercultural series. In~ercultural work as 
h . C"ll d ~ . con

ducted in Springfield under t ~ ~?- ~ e , '_Pnngfield Plan and as 
• l na•tv othPr a,..cne1e, m ,he lllte:\ St"to• •. . earncc o.. -. • • • • ,., . "' -~, ls a<\,;u1n,ng 

a new importance in our gro\\ m~ democracy. Ii Je·.vi~h \He and 
thought is to be pr~perly p rPsented to the children in the bl' 

1 • I I • h pu le 
3chools, to our young fJeop e m t 1e _ng S::!~ools, to our youth in the 
colleges, there must he a well-written hterature concernin()' th 
.Tewbh people a\·:ilable for tearhers in the public schools, i~ th: 
high schools, and m the colleges to use. 

It is a great pleasure to rP-port that these negotiations have bee 
crowned with success, and we ha\'e secured a grant of $7 500 0~ 
from the Horowitz Foundation. ' • 

Our first project will be a boo!< on American Jewish heroes. 
Our Educational Director has estahli. he<l relations with tl 

American Council on Education, with the Bureau of Inter It 1e1 . . cu ura 
Educau~n, and with _the. Intercultural ". orkshopc-, and secured their 
cooperat10n and ad nee m our· work. 

~,1a,w~cript~ Publi~hecl 

" Michael Turns the Globe'' by Deborah Pessin. 

Thi book of childrPn's stories for pleasure readi'ng t · . . . con ams a 
delightful series - the first in the Engli.sh language "J 
. . L " . . - on ews 
m Man~ ands. Through a specml dence of the author th . 
b ~.,,. } I . . , e Joung 

oy 1u 1c me gets arquamted wnh some of the fascinat· . . . . . mg stones 
and hfe of Jew.s m Persia, Chma, Palestine India etc (A . 

• • ' < • • special 
suppl~ment for teacher· 1s rn preparation for those wh · h 
the book as a text. ) . 0 wis to use 

"Passo\·er Party" by Jane Bearman. 

A Passover jingle hook in four colors, for veru youn h"l l 
I . . . J g c I c ren 
t IS a mo;;t attracu,·e gift for the pre-school child. • 

"A H istory of Jewish Art"' hy Dr. Franz Landsberger. 

This unique book pre.sent.;;, for the first time · th E . 
I . 10 c nghsh 
anguage. an accoun t of the h istory of Jewish art f · . 

b • • • . • rom ns earliest 
egmnmis to our own time. It i-. written hv an out t· 1· 

• , • • • 5 an• tng author-
ity on the sunJect, an l re\·e:ils tt> what ex•ent th . 

• " • e .irt~ Wr're clPvel 
operl amnno- ·t Jev:.; throngh ut the a e:; 'fh ., hool · t d - -

1 I '"' • ... ,<, m en rd for 
a( u t~ and yo mg p1 o;,le. indu<les ''UO 1·11 •t . • · • ... u.') rattans gl\'mg th 
reacfor a vivi<l picture of Jewish art. ' e 
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"..!50 Selected Pluys of Jcwi.:,h Interc~t 
StarkofI. 

an Inde~" Ly Dernard J • 

This in<lex n prC"'Pnts a ~ h.'C i, ,n of ~i>Q play~ out of a total of over 

GOO ('Xamii!U:l. It is comµ u~cd of the following p~rts: A topi~a~ 

indPx,- 1irh1g phys on h:st r:cal tl. ,mes under their resp,ecttve 

J.rrio b Bibli, ~ I, 1' .man. m cE1:1•·:d, and m•,dern; plays about 

.fnvirh rm>l lem~. uch:?. a ,ti-GP!niti• n', intcrmarriage,.nationalism, 

R.cform, Zio:1i--rn, Ptc.: ahm~t Jewish holidays and ceremonies. A 

Time-Len1{th Inr p,. an aJ<:!-group index, and a list of three-star 

play..; followc:;. Then c,.)n~ec:; the master index, which gives for e_ach 

P!a.v the autl1or, t·~ • 11· h • subJ·ect, cast, evaluatwn, llle, pu) 1s er, price, 

"A ProjN•t on t' c ~y'1ago~ue," a Te~cher's Guide, by Toby K. 
h. ur I n l. 

'I I S '0" is made 
t It fi r t t n P that a course on the .vnag ,., • .• 

• l · . Teacher:-; 
~ ' 1 a J t:> or the J ni. L.-.h religim:<:: school. The i1ool,. i:-. a • . cs as 
Book to he u.5e:l in the High . chool Department. Such top1 -

Getting Acquainted ,.,.-ith the Synagog, ·worship Before the Syna 
"0"' H th F" "" • d How the Early 
t., b, ow . e 1n,t .-, na,,.ogs W "rr> Or:.-:-an1ze , 

• : • 6 t: - 0 d the 
Rabb1s A. ied Its Growth, and .The Re form :Movement an . 
<;: • , • of proJects 
~J nagog, are treat ,cl. Th2 autho:- presents a s.nes 
provirling for varied acti, Hi,,~ thut will appeal to high school boys 

and girls. Art~ and Crafts, g,:me , e :hihi(-c:, <lramatizationi::;, debateS, 

etc., are introduce 1. 

"A Seed .\ncl the Fru:1 Tlw:- of" by Charles Becker. 

A play in eel "hration of the 70t!1 anni vcrsary of Lh{' H ebrew 

(; n ion College. 

"Li 7 htnin~ \'erJic."' by B •atriec Simon. 

A Pur~m play. 

" They Shall Lh·e On'' by L::rl ia f:aplan. 

A pby about the hnoir four chaplains who ga\·c u_p t ~1eir life 
f,elts. 

" The Little Lost Tree" hy Faye E,•elyn Klein. 

A Chamisho Osor play. 

"\Yife of Thy Youth" by Stanley R. Drav, P h.D. 

A Jewish supp1emf'nt to the book "Looking Towar.l l\hrriage" hy 

.Johnston, R1ndolph and Pixley. 

Jlarwscripl8 in Pres/{ 

"Dmvn_H0li lay Lane" by Rose \V. Golub. 

Thi~ is a hook of stories rebted to the holidays and intf'nded for 

( hiidren in Grade 3. I t ·....-ill b 0 a sequel to "Hillel's Happy Holidays". 

Teacher's Book for "Jewish Literature Since the Bihle" Book I," 
by Dr. zriel Ebenberg. 

This book repr ~en s a careful development of the IPS$Ons in the 

book, "Jc-..Yish Literature f;ince the Bible" Book II, by Fe~ier and 

Eisenberg. The nece'-:;;ary content for tr.c backgrnund material is 

hinm to the teacher, an•l variouc:; technique" for Leaching are pre

~ented. The book c·ontains many i::;uggestions for a,ldi tinna] reading 

and acth·itie . 

Pupil's "'orkhoo1~ for ".lewi~h Literature Sinct• th~ Bible" Book II, 
by Dr. A,~riel Ei~en her~. 

The "l,\' o•·kbook contains que.;t ions for di:::cussion and tests based 

on the reading and study of the pupil':-; t0xt. 

' 'Prccl2.~m Yt- Liberty·• Ly Eugpne GreenGeld. 

A pageant on the Spi:.it of rrP.eclom in the Jewish festh·als. 
Especial!y suitable for closing exr.rc1:.:.ls. 

''The Ch nuko I'ickeb" by Sally :,Iiller Brash and Rabbi Morton 

C. Fierman. 

\ play ,\ith mu~·c. 

Bible Con 111< ,1taricc: 

( ur Committ••e on Bible CommcntariPs i reportinO' prog 
t, re~s. 

The manuscript (If the Book of Kings I with Commenta1v bv Dr L ., . . eo 
L. Honor ha!- been c mple•ed, approved by a reading committee 

<.,f the Commi'-3ion on .Jltwi<:h Educ.-atil,n, ar1tl i, now in the hands of 

the author fo~ revision. \Ye h, pe th~n ome of the member::\ of the 

C. C. A. n. \\Ill encoura[re the men ,n their communitie to follow 

the exam le of tht· Blumaue:r family of I'ortland, \\ ho contributed 

~i),000.00 toward the Bib!c Commentaries Pubhcation Fund. 

\Ye continue<l our youth work unc!(•r mo:-t clifl~cult circiimstan · 
0 D• r '-~ h , - . . ces. 

ur 1rector o. 1 out .'1CtlY1t1es. Rabhi Sehn·n D R I d 
. • • us an er 

ret~r~e_d from the ~avy and ac:._~umPrl hi . ., post of Director of Youth 
Act1nt:es for on!~· a short while. He wa · rallc>cl to the l · 
h S l SJ ,.,.., 1 . Ch' pu pit o[ 

t e out 1. 10re .lemp em 1cago, ancl acc~pted the call 
During the year WC' cuntinue1l to publish THF 'Irc-sE·. . .. 

- ~, ... -.. , GF R to 
Etimulate ~. F. T. Y. groups and to hold them to,,.ctl · ·h' 

. b 1er \\It our 
young men , .. ·ho are ret~rnmg from the . erdce . 

• Ieetings of the Fxecuti\·e Board of the '.\. F T y . 
I• • 1 '1" H • • • were held 
1rst w1 t 1 ~, 1ss <>kn St rau~, our interim di recto ,l 1 . . 
, . r, anu ater with 

Selwyn Ru-:lander. \\ e ha\'e about ninetv vouth Tr ff' • 
\\ ith the ~- F. T. Y. • • g oups a ihated 

Our most important ta<::k at the present time is t 1 . 
d. . i. . . . • o se ect a new 

1rector 01 outh Act1nt1es who will devote hi If f 
. . mse or at least a 

fow years without mt rruption to our youth work. 

Teacher Trcdninl) 

\Ye are continuing our acti \'ities in the field of t h . . 
h h h • eac er tra1mng 

t ou~ and1capped bv th fact that tie I ' 
• . . • 1 num ler of teachers' 

convent10m; wa till !united by tra•·eFn 1· · 
• . ' • g cone 1t1on~. Smaller i 

st1tutes '"ere arran.., ,it m Yarious cl,mmuniti. ,1 · h n-
I urmg t e pa.:;t ye 
,ecturcs were delh·ercd in the follo\\ in<T con . . ar. 

C • 'I" • , ., mum rn ·: Hartford 
onn .. ~,1arm.fla.· f,u11:,ta l'a·FutW I ' 

I . T ' . • '.' , • ' , ay1w, ucl.: Davenport 
,0\1,a , rm ton ••• ,J.; C1,lumuu,' Ohio; Columbia S C . . , 

'l •:1n.; a:1d P..trker~Jmrti, \V. Va. ' • ·, Memphis, 
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THE J1;w1su TFACI!I.n ·s br•in~ issued as a quarterly, edited by 
Dr. Emanuel Gamoran. 

\ Te are grateful to the Tatio!rnl r ecic>ra tion of Tcmpl~ Si~tC'rhoods 
for contrnuing their ~upport of our work with the teacher'". 
• In t}w offire it elf our " erk has increased cont inuow;ly. Requests 

1:ave come 211<! continue to come from all partR of the country for 
educarional g'lli !anr(• ~n<! ach ·ice for chil<lren, for young people, and 
for adults. 

E.rperimcntation 

In c00pern.tion ,.dt h the Jp"ish 1;dueation Committee of ew 
Yorlt, \\ {! ure con.inui!lg ot:.r expPrimPntal work in that city. We 
have sele:ct ed t wo or three teac-hers frnm each of the following 
schools : Temple Jsr~wl, Cent ral Syna~ogue, Temple Rod_eph 
Sholc,m, and P ri ion Templi.:>. T he ~elt~--ted teachers were orgam~ed 
into a Curriculum y,· orkshop. .. Tew units of ac~ivity around which 
Jewis!1 information nnrl at t itt!des arc ci'g:mized, have bP.en devel
ope<l. S0m" of the::.e unit~ were w,:rtcn U!) and published iin THE 

, JE\\'I~H T1:.H..:H.EH <luring the :piar. 
One of the te:1,:hrrs i·1 T.•mulc I:-rnel wa" engaged on a fh•e-day

a-wcek basis. with the unrle:-:;;t.an,li•1~ that she would meet with her 
clas...:; on(~ af·erno n a week in adcli ion to Sunday, and give three 
oth r after1'oon to meeting with the d 1ild rcn in homes or elsewhere 
in ~;rouj1s. TL rough t!,E-;e ,·nntaet,; wit l1 both ch ildren and parentS, 
she shoulrl uttcmpt to hn1p in tnx h cc ,Jev, ish influi>nCP-" in~o the 
home. Tl " •r .. ·o,,a,·,-ume halfofthec()stoftlH• experm1_ent, 

J ,. • 1 1 ,,re hoi>e to co11tm ue e t.1e ot ier. 
I • t ( nexl year. . J 

1 he t "' wr ke;lp:-. a careful <'rh:cational dia;-y, d('·,cr il>111~ not on J 

her lessons, but all home vi.,.t-i, hc:>r experiences with the parents, 
the c 1ild rPn's partie~, et". \\'e think that this experiment hac. many 

·b·1· • ·tt up and POS'-1 1 1tlPs for good. \\'hen cornplc>te .l it will be wn eu 
publi~hed in The .Tc1l'ivlz T1 Gcl,cr. 

\Ve ar2 gr:iteful to t he ,J ewi,h Ed ication Committee of New York 
City for their generous sup;,:irt nf m,r work. 

A merican l n:-:'ilut for .fru:islt Ecl11cation 

Since tlH' last 1 (.ll'ting of th, Confe, •nre, we have issued a new 
<'-'-Say, ' 'lfox Lijic_>flthal. ·• T11is \\ as pr"p,1recl by Dr. David Philipson 
in commemoration of the 100th :rnni ,·er:;ary of the arrival of Max 
Lilienthal in the Unitc•d Stat<>:.-;. 

On the oc<'nsion of the 100th anni versary of Is~ac 1\1. \Vise's 
urrival in the United St:ltes, we have prepared three esimys on the 
three great in:- ti tutions which hP crt>ated an c:-;~ay on the Central 
Confcr.:!nce of Ameriean Rabbis, writ ten by Dr. Emil Leipziger, 
former Pre:,idcnt of the Confercn<· , an e.:;3ay on the Hebrew Union 
CollPge by Rabbi Irving l\I. Len.'y, the present librarian of the 
Colle~e and an essay on the C'nion of America11 Hebre,\· Congrega
tions, prepared by Dr. Emanuel Gamornn. These e~says, together 
\\1th questions for discussion for adults and youth, are in the hands 
of the printer. These will be issued under the title "\Vhat He 
Created." 

We continued our stimulation of youth and adult work in the 
congreiations. During the past year 1~9 congregations conducted 
study groups for youth and adult·. The nnmher of groups amounted 
to 181:; the number of students amounte1 to 4,103. 

M il'.lccllaneous 

,ve cooperated with the Jewish Book Council and prepared and 
issued a list of s~ggested books for J ewish B(,ok "~eek. We also 
sent exhibits of our books to the Je\\ ish Book Fair in New York 
City and to other gatherings of rahhis and t eac!1ers. "\Ve arc likewise 
continuing our cooperation wit h the Fedf>rations of Reform Syna
gogues in 1 1ew York an <l in Chicago, with a view to impro, ing the 
status of our schools in both of those citie~. \\'e a re happy to report 
that the Board of .Jewish Ed~H:1tion in Chicago h 'l.,; already approved 
the engaging of a special super\'isor of Jewish eriuc~tion who will 
serve as Director of .Jewi:,h E rlucation for the Reform schools in 
Chicago. 

Many other t a"-'k~ of an educat!onal character are part of our 
regular work but they can r1ot "asily be deicribed in our report 

• I • f 8 ' which must nece:,,:1!"1ly be me . 
w·e are r.appy to .._,-1y that the ;alrs of our books have again in-· 

Creased ti1is year and have :.i.l. 0 a tY P'.Ce decl those of the . • ~ . previous 
\·ear though our fiscal year 1~ not yet over at the time th' 
• , 1s report 
is being prepared. 

In these dav"' of uncerta inty when the prospects of a f 
orderly \\Orld ar . 1·11 ll"t 1 an I the <le"'tiny of hrael still teace u\, 

• f 1 . 1 l'ems un-
predicta hi'- • nci confu e !. o t 11 ,,t east we are sure _ th· 

· , • h 1 • • I 1 :it. our opportunity for vital .. ew1., -~le 1~::-c 8!1( everywhere depends to 
a hur,e_ d':'gree up~n the edur:~t ion ?t our children. To thi:') task our 
Comm_1s.'-10n c~ntmue~ to dedicate 1L; effort with hope undiminished 
nncl with gratn ude to God for the roura"e which He rene · 
from day to day. 

"' WS m US 

Respectfully submitted, 

SoL0:.\10'- B. FREEHOF, Chairmcm 

The report v;a received and ordered printed in the Yearb k 
00. 

,-rEDXESDA Y ErE~IXG 

The Conference rea~::;embled in th_e Loui. XVI Room at 
the Sherman Hotel, at :00 P.i\I., wah the President • th 
Ch . m e air. 

An addre"s, "The 'nion and the Conference- Our Co 
T k" d 1· <l b R • mmon as . , wa ~ e ivere y abb1 ~Iaurice X. Eisendrath. (A _ 
pend1x E) P 

A pap~r on "Reform Judai. m and Halachah" was presented 
by Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof. (Appendix F) 

The discussion wa led by Rabbi lrYing 1-I. Levev d 
t • • d • b R . • , an was par ic1pate m y "abb1s !\lax Raisin Samuel s c h 

Ah O l • F d • ' • o on, ron p 1er, • re enck A. DoppelL, Julius Gord l\I 
R • hl J h Ir] • on, .lV ax: e1c er, o ·ep \.. em, Solomon B. Freehof, and Dr. Eman •1 Gamoran. ue 

For Discu sion, see Page 000. 
The Conference adjourned. 

THl1RSDA Y, JC~E 27, 1946 

The Conference re~~sembled i~ the Louis XVI Room at the 
Sherman H~te1, at 9 .30 A.l\1., with the President in the Chair 

The openmg prayer was delivered bv Rabbi Har E~ · • 
Tl t· h , . ~ ry :ssr1g 1e rc.•purt o t e omm1ttee on Church and Stat . • 

sented by Rabbi Albert G. 1Iinda. ' e was pie-
During lhe r..!a<ling of the report the Vice Pre.• d t 

the Chair. ' 81 en resumes 
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HEI'ORT OF CO~ll\llTTEE ON CHURCH AND STATE 

To the Central Conference of American Rabbis, 

COLLEAGUES : 

The Rele2.se Time plan of Ecluc:ition in the public schools has 
during the pa~t year bct>n •·ubj,-ctPd to three judicial reviews i~ the 
State of Illinois and in each inst :rnre, it was declared constitutional 
according to stall' law und th<> Federal constitution. 

The first of the'"e to be noted wa~ the opinion rendered in the 
Circuit Court of Champaign County, Illinois (,January 26, 1946) in a 
mandamus suit insti tu ted by Yashti :McCollum to prohibit t he 
teaching of religious educ2t ion in the buildings of School District 
1 ·o. 71 <l uring the hours v. hen public schools are regularly in session, 
l y teacher.-. pro\' idec! ancl paid for by religious organizations and 
with the written consPnt of pan~nts. This is the celc>brated Cham
paign case ,,hich receiw•d wide publicity in the press. The opinion 
of the three ju,lgPs of the Sixth Judicial District sitting en bane 
(now aYailable in printed form published hy the Illinois A~~ociation 
for Religious Education - F'irt,:t & Adams Street - Springfield, 
Ill.,) was that on the basis of testimony offered, there was no viola
tion of constitutional or statutory rights of thE' relator. The petition 
for mandamus was denied. 

It was unfortunate that in this particular test caqe the legal issue 
became involved with the so-called atheistic or rationalistic views 
of the relator. Not that a so-called atheist is not entitled to the 
same rights and protection "under the American Constitution" as 
a so-called believer hut because Release-Time hai:; been opposed 
hy this Conference and many other devout religionists who not only 
"belieYe but expend much effort in the promotion of programs of 
formal religious education outside of the public-school time and 
facilities. 

The second judicial review of the Rela~e Tir1e plan is represented 
hy a mandamt,s suit instituted Oct. 26, 19-15 by Ira Latimer, Exe
cutive Director of the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee in the 
Superior Court of Cook County, Illinois, to prohibit the Chicago 
Board of Education from excm,ing pupils at parental request, to 
attend religious clas~es outside of public school buildings during 
public school hours. The petition was denied by Judge U.S. 
Schwartz on the basis that R<'lra<;e-Time involved no infringement 
of the First .Amendment of the Con~titution of the United States. 

This decision was rcviewr<l an<l affirmed by the Illinois Supreme 
Court (:\1ay ~. 1946). The Court•~ opinion written by Justice \Vm. 
J. Fulton in upholding the ri~h t of the Chicago Board of Education 
declared: 

"\Ye concede that the Board of Education should not he] 
sustain or support any -=~hoc,\ controlled by a church or ~ 
tarian denomination or aid any churc~ or sectarian purp~~~ 

On the other hand, \\e do n_ot. ilcem 1t the duty of h • 
·1 •••'_fon1:;• 1cto 1· • asc ooJ board ~o l:e hust1 e or ual ... t., • ' re i~1on or churches.'' 

,Vhilst these judicial r viewc:; arr not t?e first test cases of Release 
Time (favorable decisicr~s on Relt'a!-e _ _T~me being ren<lered in suits 
b rought some twenty year~ a~o nt ''~1te Plains,~- Y., and East 
Lh Npool, Ohio there can le no q11e:~:1on that the lhino'i:,; cl('ci-;'ions • 
particularly, the Chanipaign_ c~._c·. -=:trike heavy l lows at the cpposi~ 
tion of tho~e who h:!,·e n .•• mt. 111ed that RP!ea<::e Time im·olY(' 

• . . . l s a 
\"iolati.0:1 of t!ie ~\menc:.m prmc1p e of separation of Church and 
State. 

How do these decisions affect the position of our committee on 
Church ancl 'tate and that of the C. C. A. R.? It may be pointed 
out, in the first place that a project deemed constitutional from 
a legal point of ,·iew, may st ill not be desirable in relation to other 
aspects of American life. 

In the second place these. decisions repre~ent State courts and 
hence ap~ly only to the Sta~e _mn:h-e<l. It has been indicated that 
appeal will be ~1ade to_ the l 111ted State::--, uprPme Court which has 
th~ last ':·ord m passmg upon con::stitutionality from a national 
pomt of new. 

The C. C. A. R. therefore, being a national body, need not d ,· 
• • 1· · l • • e,1ate 1rom its trac 1t1ona pos1t1on, unless its meml~er deci·de oth · 

. - erw1se or 
until the l,;. S. Supreme Court has spoken on this matter. 

Your Commit~ee ther~fore recommends that the c. c. A. R. 
reaffirms its prenou~ pronouncements in the matt I RI •• Ed . ~ ~ e 1g1ous ucat1on ~nd the Public- "chools. 

Tl~at this ses ion of the_ C. C. ~\ . R. once more indicate to the 
pubhc at large our concern m the matter of relirrious ed t· f 

• 1:, uca ion o all 
groups through its proposal of the Disl'T"issal Plan b ·h· h 

• 1 b l. • d . y v.: IC pup1 s e m:m11sse from public schools an ho 1· . ur ear 1er and 
thus pernut parenLc;, independently of the pub!' h 

h . . . 1c sc ools 
and at t e1r own d1Scret1on, to give their vouth the 1· · . • re 1g1ous educa-
tion they deem adequate. 

II 

Your Committee recommends that there be no t· · • . par 1c1p:1t1on of 
the C. C. A. R. m any legal action on the matt r R 1· • 
E . er o e 1gious 

... ducat10n and the Public School unle~" spe ·fi 11 
• . • • ·"' • ci 1ca Y author-
ized by the Executive Board of the C C , R d • • • • ., . 1~- • an recom-

mends that mdn-1dual members do so onlv afte I • 
th ·t· .; r consu talion with au or1 1es. 

Ill 

Your committee r commends that thi~ Conferen 
bl• 1 . . . ce express to the 

pu 1c at arge its fa1th m the American Puhlic Sc} l • . 
• . 100 as an mst1tu-

t1on that s:rmhohzes and embod·es the Am . . . 
f . er1can principle 

o separation of Church and St· te and . ·t 
d . "' , m 1 s program of 

e ucating together ail :\"outh r, gartlJe ... ~ of snct l 
common participation in Ame;ican life. • • or crP.e' for 

I\' 
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\\' e, therefore, look with deep concern on any tendencies or move
ments that deviate from the ideas and principles that brought 
public school!~ into being or that prepare the way for future de
i;arture.s from them. 

" 'e declare our opposition to attempts made by Bible Societies 
to use the Public School as a medium to distribute various versions 

of the Bible to school children. Our opposition is based not 
V to any well-motiYated efforts on the part of any group to 

make the public Bible-conscious but to the attempt to use 
the public school as an in trumentality in its accomplishmPnt. 

\Ve call the attention of public school authorities to our concern 
and opposition to the use of public school assemblies and 

VI convocations for propagandistic purposes as has been done 
in some parts of our country. 

In view of the increased interest in the program of inter-cultural 
eJucation and its introduction in school systems throughout the 

country, we recommend that the Committee on Church and 
VII State and the Committee on Religious Education be author-

ized to consider jointly the implications of this program that 
are releYant to these respective committees. 

The parochial school has become the subject of serious considera
tion by all religious groups including various sections of the Jewish 

group. V.T e recommend that the Committee on Church and 
VIII State and Religious Education consider this matter jointly 

and come prepared to make a pronouncement for the co~
sideration of the C. C. A. R. at its next session as regards to its 
position on the subject of the Je-vish parochial school. 

The chairman expresses sincere thanks for the cooperation offered 
by the mf'mbers of the committee and of the Conference. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ALBERT G. MINDA, Chairman, 
Committee on Church and State. 

The report was received and the recommendations were 
c:onsidend seriatim. 

Reeomrnendations I VII were adopted as amended. 
R(r<,mmendation \'III was tabled. t d 
t \\ ~-; ;, ov<>d and adoptC'd that the Chairman be req_ues e 

t . . 1• . d b the Conference o pr ( p.11 e a < 1gl-':--t of re solutwns adopte Y . Js 
l n tho ~u bj <'t of H. ligious Education in the Public ~choo , 
for genera] distribution but that before these resolutions. are 
printed they shaJJ be s~bmitted to the Synagogue Counc,l to 
try to get its approval and cooperation. 

DISCUSSION 

Rabbi Frisch: The great decision on the question of Chur~h 
.!nd State and religious instruction is that of the State of ":1s
c·onsin in 1890 which comes out unquaJifiably against the ~n~on 
cf C'hurc-h and State, in which the judge declared: "The Umon 
of Church and State corrupts religion and makes the state 
despot' c." There is a strong tendency in Protestant circles 
to reintroduce religion into the schools. The distinction be
tween teaching Religion and denominational religion is quit 
obscure. This is going to be one oi our problems in the next 
few years. I have watched the aUitude of our men in the 
various communities. I am sorry to say that in New York, 
they yielded to the pres, ure for release time. We ought to 
take a stand po~ith-Ply and unhE->ndingly on the subjc>c-t and 
ask that church and school be kept apart, and I hope we will 
reaffirm our position in very strong language. 

Rabbi Issermon: Could not Rabbi Minda include in his 
dismissal plan the recommendation that school might begin 
one hour later in the morning or in the afternoon, as welJ as 
dismissing schools one hour earlier in the afternoon and 
morning? • 

Rabbi Minda: Your committee would have no objection to 
such a proposal, but it should be done independently of public 
school supervision. 

Rabbi Gruber: I think we should make our position very 
definite to a certain group. RepresentativeR of the American 
Association of Jewish Educatio.1 came into my community in 
Schenectady and urged the community to organize a Board 
of Je\,i~h Education, and one of the provi~ions stood very 
definitely for a release time program. That was one of the 
reasons why I opposed the program that was laid before our 
community. 

• Recommendation III 

Rabbi }.f inda: \Ve are making this recommendation because 
some pressure has been put on the committee to intervene in 
some of the legal actions in this field. I think the Conference 
should definitely tate that the Committee on Church and 
State shall take no such action except on the recommendation 
of the Executive Board of the Conference. • 

Rabbi Newton J. Friedman: \Vould the recommendation 
prohibit individual members ?r. th~ Conference from engagin 
in such suits in their communities if found necessary? g 

Rabbi Minda: It _is to b~ hoped lthat before any individual 
rabbi takes such action that he sha.l at least consult with th 

d. e 
national bo 1es. 

Rabbi F,:i~ch: Shouh_l Wl' not i~corporale the request that 
before ind1v1dual Rabbis engage m such court action th 
first consult the Committee on Church and State? ' ey 

Rabbi Af i ,zdn: I ha<l hoped that this action of the Conf _ 
ence would serve the purpo e _of restraining individual me%
bers, but I should be glad to mclude the recommendation in 
my report. 

Recommendation IV 

Rabbi Julius A. Leibert: I think we should be careful · . 
raising the cry "Separation of Church and State." At a 10 

rate, we should make it clear, in every instance, that what ny 
are opposed to is the established church and not religion :: 
such. Hundreds of members of our Conference, in their ca _ 
acity as Chapl~ins, rec~ived pay_ from the armed forces. Still 
none of us considered himself a violator of the principle call' 
for the absolute separation of church and state. On the em~ 

"d ed l h • • on trary, we cons1 er ourse ves t e vmd1cators of the principl 
because, in theory at least, all the Chaplains of the vari· e, 
<l • • d I ous e~ommahons serve_ . on equa ter~s: I might add that to 
str~ve after legal dec1s1ons and res tram mg orders is worse than 
f~ttle. All ~f us, I pre_sume, are on_ly too familiar with the eva
sions and circumventions that daily take place in the nat· 

d• f h. ion regar mg matter~ ~ t . 1s sort. Strategy is often more fruitful 
tha~ protest or ht1gat1on. Let me cite one instance. \Vhile 
staho~e~ at Jeff ers~n Barracks,. 1\10., I shared a Chapel with 

da Chn_sha~ Chaplbam
1
• Rfegulahons prohibited the display of 

-~nommation sy~ o s, a ter services. But he paid no atten
t10? to them. His sy~b~ls we~e in evidence at all times. I 
obJected: ~ut my obJecbons did me no good. At last, I hit 
upon this idea. I plac d my own symbols alongside of his. 
The resplendently accoutered Torah looked most 1• · 
I 11 h d mposmg. 
t act ua y over· . a owed the cross. And the expected hap-

pened. The fonahcal Cha.plain soon came around and I d d 
·th f h • Pea e 

W1 me or t e strict ob ervance of regulations s· ·1 I 
gentle mt: n. if we adupted a positive attitude towar· d imt1~. y' 
• th I I h . s re 1gion tn . e sc 100 5, t l' :··•sults m the future might prove · 
f t th th l • more satis-• ac ory an cy .1.~v0 m the past. 

. . 
f 
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Recommendation VI 

Rabbi Jl,,!maice J. Bloom: \Vh~t does the Chairman mean 
when he speaks about notifying school authoritie::;? Does he 
mean to c·r~u1arize them or <lo2s he want to ]eave it to the 
individual raLbi? 

Rabbi Jlihdfl: I should like to see these resolutions given 
the widest publicity possible. 

Rabbi Adolph J. Feinber(J: Has any effort been made to 
contact State Superintendent of Schools with re~ard to our 
hUi ~ude in all th~se matters? In the State of Indiana a few 
years ago, the St:'.tc Sup,,ri'1tendent favored the reading of 
the Bible in public- Rchools, whirh l:?d to serious abu;:;es in that 
State. Howe,·c-r; in gcnerul I think the Slate Superintendent 
would be a good person to contact to express the attitude of 
this Conference. 

Rabbi lllinda: Your committee has done nothing to pub
licize the attitude of the Conf,...rence. \Ve have left it to the 
individual members. I should like to see copies of these res
olutions sent to all public school authorities and to those con
cerned with public school education. 

Recommendation VI I I 

Rabbi Brickner: I think the question of parochial sc~ools 
should be a subject of study and report by the Committee 
on Religious Education. I do not think it comes within the 
scope of the Committee on Church and State. There is a sort 
of insinuation involved in such a study by this committee. 
\Ve have had parochial schools in this country from the very 
beginning; in fact we had parochial schools before we had 
public education. Even in Reform Judaism we had Talmud 
Yelodim for yearf.. For the Committee on Church and St~te 
lo raise this question, it ma) be regarded as an insinuation 
that trc l':--t. bJi:.,l ment of Jewish parochial schools involves a 
conflict between Church and Stat I think, therefore, the 
ma!ter should be referred to the Co~mittee on Religious Edu
cation. 

!labbi Bookstaber: I think there is a very vital point in 
th1s parochial school question, insofar as it separates Church 
and State. In my own community I have opposed the pro
i::osal of parochial schools for Jews. I think it is time that we 
come out as a Conference with a pronouncement on this ques
tion. It is not a question of being un-American. They have 
a perfect right to it, but at a time when we are striving to 
impress democracy on the minds of the children, our schools 
shquld become the spearhead for better understanding. I 
feel we are confronted with a very serious problem with re
gard to this Jewish parochial school idea and practice. I be
lieve it is against American tradition and it creates a point 
of separation not only between Jew and Christian, but be
tween the Jewish boy who goes to a parochial school and the 
one who goes to a public school. 

I also wish to express my opposition to release time. In 
Pennsylvania it has become a matter of local option and we 
had no difficulty in showing that it was a failure in most of 
the schools it was -tried. 

Rabbi Heller: The Conference ought to proceed with a great 
c!eal of caution in regard to this recommendation of the com
mittee. The Supreme Court of the United States declared the 
law of the State of OrEgon which closed the parochial schools 
to be unconstitutional. ,vhether we like it or not~ parochial 
~chools are legal in the United States today. We may have our 
GWD personal opinions as to the wisdom of Jewish parochial 
fchools, I personally do not like them, but I do not think this 
Conference has a right to pass this resolution. Those who 
organize parochial schools are acting fully within their rights 
under the laws of the 'Cnited St.ales today. I hope the Con
ference will not take action on this matter. 

Rabbi Minda: Your committee was fully aware of the 
legality of the parochial school. The point your committee 
was trying to make was one of public relations. If we oppose 
the introduction of religion in the public school, we felt that 
the Jewish parochial school impairs our position. Your com
mittee is satisfied with the recommendation that the Commit
tee on Religious Education should consider it. 

Upon motion, the recommendation was tabled. 

President Silver: Every year we pa~s ·ome very important 
resolutions on this particular subject. I am wondering whether 
the time has not come f ?r us to draft a comprehensive state
ment of our position, which should be <'ar~fully. drawn up, and 
which would embody all of ~hese r:solut1?ns m a systematic 

We should then see to it that it receives the widest kind way· 1 • ntend ts of circulation among schoo super1 en . and boards of 
education. After we haYe drawn up t~e. kind of tatement 
which we , .. nnt. I ::-ugge~t that we su?~ut 1t to the Synagogue 
Council and tr~· to gc, the otJwr r<.'11g10u.s groups to agree to 
it. After all we can only speak for one section of Jewi h families 
and Jewish children. It would be far more effective if we could 
get an agreement on the part of the three religious groups 
through the Synagogue Council. \Ve may not be able to do it 
but the effort hould be made. If .. ,·e are not. uccessful I think 
we ought to proceed to present our statement anyhow to the 
American educational public. 

Upon motion the suggestions were adopted and referred to 
the Executive Board. 

Rabbi Philipson: I sho':1ld like to see Rabbi Silver's sug
gestion extended so a to mrlude all the resolutions adopted 
by this Conference which should be ubmitted to our congre
gations for information. I l would bring u in closer touch with 
our congregations. 

President ~ilrer: I was referring to the que tion of education 
but there is a great deal of merit to Dr. Philip on's suggestion. 
It should, however, be a separate resolution recommending 
that all vital resolutions of our body be ma.de available to all 
the congregations, perhap through Liberal Judaism, which 
now reache all the members of our Reform congregations. 

Rabbi 1'-1 ind a: I happen to be Chairman of this particular 
committee of the Synagogue Council, and I will be very happy 
to follow the ugge tion of Rabbi Silver. 

Rabbi Ranson: It .will take a long time to get action by 
the Synagogue Council. I am one of your representatives on 
the Council, and \.•,e haYe been unable to get a statement on 
the subject of Jewish participation in Christmas observances 
in public schools. The Synagogue Council was asked to issue 
a ~t~tement, but so far we have been unable to get the three 

-.r.ch~ou • groups to agree ~pon a joint statement or policy. I 
am m hearty agreement with the suggestion that it is desirable 
to g~t the three groups to work together; but I believe we would 
obtam t~e ~am~ re_:mlt by making our own pronouncement 
and havmg 1t d1stnbuted and then attempt to get the other 
groups to approve. 
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Rabhi Oplter: The delay to which the previous speaker made 
reference was due to the type of statement which the defense 
organizations wanted to have adopted. As we know, the re
ligious bodies separately and unitedly have frequently expressed 
strong opposition to religious instruction in the public schools 
whereas the defense organizatiorn; have attempted to bring 
about a compromise on the subject. The Rabbinical Assembly 
of America recently issued a very strong resolution opposing 
any kind of religious instruction within the public school frame
work. The position repeatedly taken by the CCAR is similarly 
uncompromising. I do not believe that the orthodox groups 
would oppose vigorous action on the part of the Synagogue 
Council of America along these same Jines. Therefore before 
acting as a separate body, we should make every effort to 
secure a united position of the three religious groups. 

A motion that all the resolutions of the Conference be brought 
to the attention of the congregations, either through Liberal 
Judaisni or in such other way as the Executive Board may 
decide, was adopted. It was moved and adopted that no re
ports shall be released to the press before they have been acted 
upon by the Convention. 

The Report of lhe Committee on Religious Work m the 
lJniversities was prepared by Rabbi Harry Kaplan. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS WORK 
IN t;NIVERSITIES 

To the Central C'onferenre of A.mrriran Rnl>lii.~, 

COLLEAGUES: 

The Committee on Religious \Vork in TniYersities begs t.o report 
that its program and actiYities for the past year haYe been held in 
a state of suspension pending the report of the sperial committee on 
evaluation appointed by the ExecutiYe Board and headed by Rabbi 
Abraham Feldman. 

It is perfectly apparent that the Conferenre must definitely 
decide either to discontinue th~ work ~f this committee or to further 
implement it, in the form of time ass1gn~d at conventions or other 

f direct contact to the membership. means o . . . 
American colleges and umver~1t1r,,.; are no\\' facing the greatest 

enrollment. in their. history. Hund:eds of tho~sands of returning 
veterans are knockmg at the. door~ of our various institutions of 
higher learning. A substantial percentage of these students a 
T • 11 young n c>'l nnd women, many ot whom face in" . re • ew1s • • . h l ~reasmg diJficultit•s in being adm1ttecl to sc oo s and (!ol\egcs. The quota 
unhappy reminder ~f the Ill' lilt rt1,-: rlaww/{ of Europe, is a threatenin~ 
reality to the Jewish youth of our country. Rabbis and Jewish 
leaders must inform themseh·es of this special probli>m of discrimina
tion and of the means of combattin git. Spec:ial attention is directed 
to the legal methods now being instituted in New York by the 
American Jewish Congress in their struggle against alleged Jewish 
quotas at Columbia. This is a test case which may well set prece
dents of importance. 

It is important, too, that members of the Conference face realisti
cally the renewed proposals for a Jewish l,;niversity or uniYersities 
in America. eYeral projects in this direction are already in their 
pre1iminary stage'. It is important that any large scale program 
of this nature be sponsored by a representative leadership and b 
the be t forces of the American Jewish Community. The rabbina:e 
has a direct stake in this approach to the intellectual guidance of 
our youth. 

Abo,·e, all, your. committee feels that members of the conference 
need to be better informed about and to concern themselYes more 
with the existing agencies working with the college youth. 

Thd B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations, now entering their 23rd 
year of ser~·ice t~ the American Jewish Community, will be rep
resented th1s fall m clo e to 140 colleges and universities. A recent 
unit at the 1.:-niversity of Havana, Cuba, in addition to the chain 
of Hillel Foundations in Canada, has served to indicate the inter
national character of this youth-serving agency. 

Many members of our Conference are already engaged in full 
ti'me serdce as ~illel Direc~o~s or in part time sen ·ice as Hillel 
~ounselors. The~r number w1ll .increase ~s Hillel extends its program 
mto the academ1c world. This committee might well serve 
brid~e bet~·een the Hillel Rabbi and the congregational Ra~b~ 
serving to interpret one to the other an<l to strengthen their bo d 
or mutual interest in the future of American Jewish youth. n s 

The Je\\-ish Chautauqua Society has increased and expanded its 
far flung program of lecture3, cour~e.:; in Judaism and visits of r· bb. A . . a lS to mer1c~n and Canadian colleges and universities. As an added 
feature of its program, the Chautauqua has recently arld,._ l 1·b . . ~· a 1 rarv ~erv1ce to the c~lle~e., ~nd is making available books of Jewish 
interest to those mst1tut10ns not so supplied. 



JOB 5020.- 9 ON 10. - - GAL.51.---------.Fr:mk 
These and other approaches to Jewi~h college yout'1 must be 

made known to and properly evaluated by tho rnember3 or 1he 
Conference. 

In summary, your committee therefore ,dshes to make the fol
lowing recommendations: 

1. That the Executive Board advise us at tl'P ,;arl;rsl oppo:
tunity of the future place of thi~ committee iu trte conferences 
program and of the means of implemen61g its •..vork. 

2. That a special round.table on coilegP. wo::-k be arranged fo'. the 
1947 session of the conference. SU<.'11 a session would concern itself 
with the following: . 

a. Interpretation and consideration of the work of the B'nai 
B'rith Hillel Foundations and the establishment of clo~er 

• • d tiunal raU11s. rPlat1onsh1p het \\'<'t·n lw colJc,:ye an congrega • . h 
<"> f J· Jew1.s b. Int<>rprl'tation and con:-;icleration of the ,vork O t ,e 

CL ... :uaut,Uh Society and other coJlete agenc;eis. . l 
D• . . . t;" n m coJ cges c. iscuss1on of the proLlem of <liscnmma., ... ' 
against Jews and other members oi minority groups. . . 

d D • • . ·ty or umvers1-• 1scuss10n of the subject of a Jewish Umvers1 • 
ties in America. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HARRY KAPLAN, Chairman 

The report was received anJ ordered printed in the Yearbook. 

The report of the Joint Commis..ion on Institutes was pre .. 
pared by Rabbi Loui.s L. l\Lnn. 

REPORT OF THE .JOINrr CO:\ifMISSION ON INSTITUTES 

To the Central Confer, U('(' of A.mcritan Rabbis, 

COLLEAGUES: 

'\Ve haYe now completed the second year of our nation-wide effort 
for the extension and deepening of the Institutes on Judaism for 
the Christian clergy. This work has been planned by our Com
mission, appointed jointly by the C. C. A. R. and the U. A. H. C., , 
~nd implemented by the latter through its Commission on Synagog _ 
Activities, whose facili ties were placed at our disposal and whose 
Director, Rabbi Jacob D. Schwarz, acted as our secretary. A special 
part-time worker was engaged to assist in handling correspondence 
and other administrative details. 

Looking Ahead 

Vthile the two year's record is very gratifying, it indicates that 
we are far from exhausting the possibi.lities, and does not in any 
way reveal the breadth and depth of this movement which as yet 
is only in its beginnings. Our Commission has adopted broad and 
far-reaching plans to expand the Institutes both horizontally and 
vertically, not only to reach communities both large and small in 
every direction, north, south, east and west, and in every corner 
of our land, with particular attention to the rual communities, which 
are as yet virtually untouched, and undoubtedly offer the most 
fruitful field of all, but to present their gift of authentic knowledge 
of Jews and Judaism to the Christian clergy of all denominatipns 
separately as heretofore, and to other church groups as well -
theological students, professors of social science and other profes
sional :groups, S:mnday school teaclwrs, social workers, lay officers 
and leaders, and other similar groups. A new type of Institute w 
held for the first time this season at the Baptist Educational Cent: 
of New York, ·westchester and. St~ten Island, an institution for 
Ne'"'oes situated in the Harlem chstnC't; the Institute was cond ted 

b" , h l f 1· . UC 
in connection with the Centers sc oo o re igion for ministers a d 
Christian workers. It was hi_ghly su_cc:3sful_ and indfoates anoth:r 
possible extension of our pro;ect t~ mcJude Institutional Institut 
"heren'r these arc de-:ired and feasible. es 

..-ne realize that thi::: is a very large order and Wlll tak"" \ 
n , • . . " ar~e sums 

of money, hut the work J:-; great ar~<l urgent and, ~n our es1..imation, 
"e have no task before us that 1s more essential and wi"ll . 1 . . . y1e d 
richer r:turns m better u~der~tandmg and good will based on 
authentic knowledge and mtelhgent appreciation. More will be 
5aid below with re~p...,ct to the carrying out of these larger 1 
,ve feel that once the general Jewish public has been aroused [0 a~s. 
timeliness and fundamental need of this work the necessary fi . el 

. . ' nanc1a 
support will be forthcoming in ample measure. 

The First T1l'O Years 

Pausing now for a brief summary of what has so far been 
. accomp-

lished, a comparison of the first year's results with those of the 
present season may be enlightening and Yaluable In 194,. 1 6 • 
. . • o ~ s1xty-

s1x Institutes were held compared to forty-seven in 1944_4. I 
both years one rural Institute was held and both times th o. ~ 

. . e experi-
ment was highly su~cessful. Th~s season's Institutes were held in 
twenty-seven states m the U. S., m the preceding season · t 

. , m wenty-
?ne states. Two were held 1~ Canada in the first season and three 
m the second. The total estimated attendance at t11ese r t· . . . _ . . ns 1tutes 
m 1944- -!o was 3,400. It is estimated that these clerg 

. . Ymen are 
capable of reachmg and 1rrfluencing a total of 1 03:- 000 

. • ..,, persons. 
The total estimated attendance in 19.!5- 46 was 4 ?00 bl . . . ~ ,... , capa e of 
reachmg and mfluencmg a total of 1 '>60 000 persons T h d 

. . . •- ' • wo un red 
and seventy-six wr_1tten. expressions of appro\'al from those who 
attended were rccetYed m the current season, as against 160 1 0 h • d" • f ast year. t er m 1cat1ons o the increasing popularity of the Institutes 
and of the warm welcome that has been accorded t th · . 

o em 1s evi
denced by Yerbal commend~tion from a large number of those 
present and by m~ny expre:5,.,:;ions of approyal from the rabbis who 
have been arr~ngmg them and from the speakers who have con
ducted them with such marked approbation K e\·erth I · 

. • .. e ess 1t must 
be adm:tted that there are a number of cities 1·n h' l 

. w 1c 1 we have 
large congregations that ha\'e not '-'et responded t II 

.J o our ca . This 
may be due to particular circumstances that have dela d · . ye action 
However, without mentiunfn.., the names of th ·t· • . . ,, ese c1 1es, we may 
say that v.e have not glVt' ll up and hope to gather them into th f Id 
lefore very long. e o 
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Our Pallcrn 

The pattern whi<'h we han~ been rncomrne~1ding ti.r.d which in 
the main ha, b"'en followed ha:. p"oved very effective. It provides 
for a m::irnia~ and afternoon sess:on with a n-:>on lun·rheon at. whi'-·h 

• Two those pre.;ent are 1;ue<: s of the ron~r~g:it ion or co"lgre~attons. 
l?cture, are delivere-1 by the leader, one at earh session· 'l'he le\ 
t:.1res are confin<-cl to sc110larly prc5entations on variou-; ac::~ects 0 

Jew and Judaism. The approa~h i., not in any sen.-e religi~us,. or 
apologetic, or p•)lcmical. The purpose is to impart auth'•~1t~tive 
information on an acnr~em:c plane to meet the needz of mm15tcrs 

·t· nd as such who arc lea·1e; • in their congreg·ttions and comm uni ies a . 
are in a strd,-,gic po.::.ition to foster and sprearl better un<lH5tanchng 
of the .Jew anr1 hi•; fnith. _\ ql'e:-tivn an,1 answer period follo~s ;~;h 
lecture, the rangP. of quF-c:t ion~ Lein~ extended to include Jew~s!l. 1 e, 
tradit io,1, drirtrin,. and c usto;11s. A "tour' ' of the temple is r~;i
ducte l b~· thf> rahh1 b.-.for<> or aftor lunch, affording an oppor~umhy 
t 1 • • •. J ohject;; m t e o PXp an tlie \ a 't?J-, ann·Jrlen:l!lces anri ceremQ!IJa . . . 
" ~- . • h . • · h, eremomal obJeds -:>g. 111 t c nn ,10:1 a?l Pxhihir of Je;-.:i 1 <' . b · { 

d I . - 1 t wlnch rie an re ated. art 1s arran~:>d. Durin<T the lune 1eon a 
ks O t' ,e~ or the clergy, remar are usually made by onP ,,~ two representa .v ::, 

• . . "' l • t as may trad1twnal Jew:sh melodies are sung hy a cantor or so o1s_' f 
be arranged. Literature co,1-dsti•,·~ of.two kind-,, is on displ~y ~r 
examin:it io 1: JTt;nph!et iite1.'a~•m•·. \ 1tahly thP Popular ~tt.1d1es m 
Jud • l i· • • . r form:it-ion about aism Pu J ,~.1Pd hv h· .J ,int C11,11m1, ·ion :)n '1 ' 

Judaism of thP c. c.· .A. n au 1 t;. L,. H. c., :rn<l boo1<s selected for 
their speci:-d in te" ·t for C'hri ,t • an miniswrs. Sets of the Popular 
Studies are dist:ih12 r :>d at manv Iust i tute:, ; this season 17,558 
copies we;-e di ·t rihut "cl at f,1ny-five Institutes. Nine books have 
so far heen rrovid(•d as a trnvding e;d1ihit for display at Institutes 
wheren:r called for: thes<> books are, ./rll'i~h Ili:-1ton1 by S. Dubnow; 
A B ircl.,e/JC i ·,£'u· of .le1ri:-;.'1 l!fo.-:!ory by C<'cil Roth; The Je1l'ish Con
triln1f ion In Cit•ili:mtiv ,1 by C'e<'il Roth; .Jeu-i:-:h P i011t·cr.-:. and Patriots 
by Lee iH. Friedman: .f 11daism in t.'1c Fir. t C'c11!11rie-; of t:ie Christian 
Era, :.! Yols., hy G. F. l\loore: Chop!f'r.-:. on .f c11•i:{/1 L ifrrature by 
Israel Abrahams: Jf elm·11· l,'fltical Will., by Israel Abrahams; The 
Bible and Our Social Oui/o()k by .t'..hraham Cronbach. Other books 
of outstanding character will be add£•d from time to time. 

Our unequiYocal success in organizing the Institutes for ministers 
points not only to the advisability but to the necessity of extending 
our prograr:n to other groups. The Commission was unanimous in 
its decision that to the Institutes for clergy no other group should be 
invited on the ground that, as regards attendance as well as in the 
asking of questions, the ministers should experience no inhibitions 
whatsoever but should feel free to exprPSS themselves without 
restraint in the exclusive circle of their ow;1 group. The Christian 
Sunday School teachers are in a dac:is by them.')~! ves and the im
portance of approaching them as a group, to bring them authentic 
information in order to ('0rrect past errors and misunderstanding 
and to create intPlligent and sympathetic relationships, cannot be 
over-estimated. The same i~ true, perhaps e\·en in eriual measure, 
of the other groups referred to ahove. \Ve are planning new ap
proaches and new techniques lo deal with these groups adequately 
and to substitute knO\vledge for hearsay, personal contacts through 
books and personalities for c·as· . .rnl acquaintane'.e:,hip, and good will 
for prejudice. 

Our great di:liculty so far has been lack of ade=Iuate personnel. 
This had been partic11larly true a· <·:mcemed the organization of 
Institutes in the rurnl <listri1·ts Yery nece.~sary, and at the same 
time requ iring difTer.-nt contact.:. an<l method:,:;. This handicap has 
now been o\·ercome to some ~xtr,nt by the appointment of Rabbi 
Joseph H. Freedman a:; a ·-..1stant to Rahbi Jacob D S h 

. • c warz Rabbi Freedman will be prepared to du the required field k • . • wor and 
to implement our plans m the , arrnus areas enumerated b . a Oft~ that they may be welded mto a connected and e1ectu J b, 

a w ole. 

Oppurtunity 

,,·e ha\·e pri hap!- the greah''-t opportunity ot an , \ . 
• l ~ - mencan org·rniz, tion at the J n,c:ent tune to co a worthwhile per • • . . . , , manent, and 

<·onstructn e ;nece uf \\ ork m bcnalf of better under"·a J' 
• • . ::il n mg and unaffected goucl ,,·111 , "ahout polemics. prosc-Jni,ing or 0 , · l • 'I'I • - ' . ropaganda. I he nee< 1s apparent. 1e re~pom:e so far has been all \hat 

we could expect. ~fay we pro\·c cr1ual to our opportunity! 

Re pectfully submitted 
I 

Co.:--FERE:-.;CE REPRESE!\TATIVES ON 

Co~nns IO'-. OX I~STITUTES 0"' J • ·" UDAISM 
Loms L. MA""X, Chairman 
JACOB R. MARCUS ' 

The report was recciYcd and ordered printed in they earbook. 

The report of th<: J0 int Committee on Ceremonies 
pared by Rabbi Loui~ Y/itt. was pre-

REPORT OF THE 
JOINT C01L\1I1'TEE 0~ CERE1IONIES 

To the Central Cu11f e-renre of American Rabbi1:1, 

C'OLI.EAGUES: 

The rituals in our congregational serviees as we ha . b 
1 • . ' \ e een con-

t: uctmg them. commonly consists of three parts· prayer · . • , music, and 
cer~momes. Prayer_ ha~ ?een adequately taken care of by the 
C. C. A. R. through Its Union Praverbook Music for th • . • • ese services 
has also been pronded by the C. C. A. R., in part for small ch • 
through the service' for Sabbath and Holidavs whi'ch \ . 1 mrs . . - • \'ere inc uded 
m the Union Hymnal. The late~t rP.vL<-ion of the t . 1 , . . . . ,,o vo umes of 
the r ra~ nbook cont am a 11-2mber of <'eremonies notabl th T 

• Y e orah ceremony and the ceremonv for the lightin(l' of tll"" ,-,1 k • . • . . . • "' .,. ~ rnnu o lights 
v. h1ch had been retametl hv our co1wrerration~ ar· l f 

- . •. ~ 0 • • ,c a ew other ceremonies .mch as the hghtm(l' of lhe )i<Yht, an l t1. • 1 • . . 0 
"' " l ne rec1ta of the K1ddush at ti e ~abbath e\"e service· anrl cerem · · . • ' omes in connection 

wlth th~ cLr r. ance of the lase: dav of St1ko<: \'''111·ch 11at1 b • 
• • • • • • ' • een intro-duced or remtroduce,i in a conJderahle number of our con • 

in more recent y~ars. gregat1ons 
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For Grc~1ta lrann!lt and Berzzdy 

Follo,., ing the new::-r trend in the direction of more _cere_monies 

to infuse rrreater warmth and beauty into the ritual and m con-
,., .. • ·1 f the 

sonancP, with a Resol;,ition adopted &t the XXX\ Counci 0 

T • • b C • • 1n3... the Committee mon of American He :cw on~rcgat10ns m ;, , , 

on Ceremonies, organize· in 19:hi as a subcommittee of the ~ 0?1-
mi ·ion on SynaJog Aeth•ities an-½ reorganized in 1988 a~ a Jo~nt 

<"Ommit tP~ of the . C. A. R. and L". A. H. C., our Committee as 

de\·oted its~lf to the tn 1._ of creatin~ ceremonies, both for synag~g 

and h•Jm2, for hnli l:lr a>1<l ma:w • other im;:>ortant occasions m 

Jcwi.5h life. All of 1 hr> cerem nies originated by our Committee 

h·n e b •1 i.,,., 1 •-i h • a~rE''"''11 "':lt wi h tlie C. C. A. R. anJ are in the 

ratur:-> o the c•,t . or. l x· ' in1nnt<tl ehar3rter: furthermore. great 

" r I • b' t l ~ ., > ·t. i· i l\'.!r''l"J;:>in<T or ,iu".>lic:ition with any 

material· prepare:! by t!i" • C \ R. ·.t:"lf So far, most of the 
. ... • • • • • I ,,_ • . ad to 

matenah cre~te·I have been for l1l" ,.,,.1a.,.og wlnch se~mw 
• -.1' ~ ' • { the 

demand priority at the tim .... a:. a fovorn'Jle starting pomt or 

revfral of the spirit of ob ,'rvan,.e which had departe.l almost com

pletely from many hom -,. The Committe2 ha, now begun to devote 

itself particul~rly to ceremonies for the home an,I two h:ive already 

been introduced. 

·working alon~ ~imilar lint>s an I to the ~ame purpoge, the Com

mit~ee has found it add a LI<• in two ,,ast instances and in its more 

rece:.t plans to i~·~-:ue or prepan• to i-.2•1e music in,.idental to various 

holida:; ceremonial,.,, hut in e,·"ry ca~e only IY•eaw,e such music 

had not been cre:at(0 .I or planned b•: the Synag0g .~1usic Committee 

c)f th C. C. A. R. The two mi.;sieal score~-; \'.d!ich h:nP so far been 

prepared a!Hl di.~tributed \\ ith considerable succc.~,, are: Kicldu3h for 

~ahbath EvP and a Purim son~ for children, "In Purim Town." 

St 11· ( 'uc,:.onial JlateriaT.· 

The ceremoni(•s prcr:nnd h.· the Committee, as well as the c·cre

rnonial objects produc, cl, ha Ye b t!l1 fully desc-rihed in previous 

reports. f.ixteen separat. s,•ts of c,:remonial materials have so far 

heen i~sued and fiye ceremonial objects ha\' 0 b~en produc€'d or 

de icned. Both ha,·e been remarkably \\ ell recPived on the whole. 

Thousands of individual copic,; of our ceremonial leaflets have been 

distributed and our ceremonial olJject~ haYe ha,l an e11ua1ly gratify

ing distribution. For the sake of breYity, the late.-;t distribution 

fgure~ haYe been omitted this y0ar; it may he s'.ticl however, that 

the total dbt.ributed \Vas unusually high this year. Owing principally 

to difficulties of transporta ion, as well as to the fact that many of 

our members were more than usually occupied with spei•ial tasks 

!!rowing out of the needs of the tlm~s, net a mueh progress in the 

prepar~tion of new materials \\ a!'- made during the c•urrent year as 

he:rctofore. Only two meetings were h2ld instead of the u. ual four, 

and one of these was poorly attended. The song, "In Purim Town" 

,,:as the only new contrihuti >11. Con i<lerable work v.a, done in the 

preparation· of Yarious other materials. but('\'. int~ to thl' limitations 

of time none <'Oultl he finished. In l reparation at the pn•:;,•nt time 

are: home ceremonialc, for C: lrn•rn!w anrl Purim; an. adr1idon to our 

11egillah ritual to include the "Hi ler in •i lent"; supµlr-ment to the 

IIaggauah, to make I'.!~ over ap licahle to our <lay (to 1 e submitted 

to the C. C. A. R.); l'e:remony ior the inrlur•i II or n°w congrega

tional member..:; ·,vo C<'femu 1if> in con ection with the naming of 

a chiid, on~ for . ynagor. and one fo home. A sub<'ommittee has 

hcen appointed to s unJ' niriou cle.-.irable 1ype3 of c.:rtificates to 

be i~:-ued by the ::-:;IH1.g g marking Yital occasions in Jewish life. 

Ccremonbl ooj" ts in reparation arC': a ::-ih-er Kiridu-;h rup for the 

syangog :ind a Chariuiw Lnrn~ for ~he ~omE.>. 

Owing t the fart that certam pomt-- 1:~ the .\greem~nt respectin!F 

lhe work of the Committee on Cer m'm1e.,, adopted jointly by t1 i; 

( .. r< \ R an<l ·.A.H. C. in l!Y~S. h~\'e heen railed into qu t· le 
• '" • • • • . f es ion 

partir.ular1y as reg~rd~ the :Pl~tio~sh:P ~ the C'. C . .:1.. R. commit: 

tees on Liturgy an on ~ynagog . • u.,,,i.~ '.~ the o~rnitt12e o1 Cere
monic- . a n £> ing of t l r J ,._ , e> C ~-at, men o{ tne."-e comrm: ea ... , 

Hahhi ~c u • B. I- • J.i b • mger, U!Hl Loui Witt '"n: 

lwlcl in I 'tt bur 11 on ~I " l 'l. H 4G. and the followinu cln,-\ .. ~at: .-, 
h -- m lon 

of agr .... ment \\a, drnwn up .!nd \\m be ~uhmitterl to the proper 
authoritie, for ratification . 

• \. The Commi•tee on Ceremonies has the right to experiment 

"ith all ceremooie • old and n~w anti lo publish de ·c-rip~ion~ of such 
ceremonies un<h•r the folio .ving condition~ : 

1. The Committee on Ce:-emonie.-= shall r.0 writ pra,·,.lr~ e·· 
. . . • -. ::s, ... c-ept 
m connection wah the newly ;:uggested ceremonials. In thi. 

tac::k the Committee on Liturgy is a,·ailable for co1rultation 

2. No sug1~_csted revision of exi:;ting C. C. A. R. publications ma,: 

be pubh;.hed hy the ommit,ee on Ceremoni s. Howe\'er 

the ~ommitt~e ma::· sugge;)t and publish additions of cere~ 
morual material to tne µresent publications. 

3. !'he _forma_t of the publi;)he I ceremony te~"t~ ~hall not be 
identical wnh that 0f the 'nion Prayerbook. 

B. The Committee on Ccr"mor!ies may publb;h musical t . 
f 11 . . ext 
or a new cercmome~ ~r ntual:=;. \\'ith regard to these new materials 

the C?nference Commtttee._on ~ynagrg :t\Iu~ic is a\·ailable for con~ 

sultat1on. But the Conunitlee on Ceremonie~ shall not bl' h 
• • h fi I . pu is 

music m t ose e d which belong to the Committee on . 
"1 • 1 - • .} nagog 
~, us1<·. name\', mu •c texts for the Praverbook ancl I f 

• • • • J 1ymns or 
congr<>gat1onal and school smgmg of the type found in t· h I-I 

. • , e ymnal. 
Signed by Solomon B. I- reehof, Jacob Singer, and Louis Witt. 

Respect£ ully submitted, 

CO:'\FERE~CE REPRE:Sf:NTATI\'CS ON 

O~lMlTTEE 0:-i CERE 10:SIES 

LOUIS WITT, 'lwinnan 
ISRAEi, BETTA!'-. 

J.un;s G. HELLER 

GEORGg B. LIEBERMAN 

DA \'IO POl.ISH 

JACOB D. CHWARZ 

PHI~EAS ,·MOLLER 

The r<'por L w.:s r ceivcd and ordered printed in the yearbook. 
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The report of the Committee on Relief and Subvention was 
prepared by Rabbi Samuel M. Gup. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RELIEF AND SUBVENTION 

To the Central Conj erence of A mencan Rabbis, 

COLLEAGUES: 

Your Committee has continued to apply the policy of providing 
I• • • f or re ief exclusively to those who are members of the Con erence, . 

th~ir widows, and who unfortunately have been compelled by thelr 
circumstances to turn to us for essential help. We have followed 
this course because of the decision of our Executive Board limiting 
the appropriation of relief funds strictly to the members of the 
Conference and their families; other sources of aid are available 
to those who do not belong in this category. We are pleased to 
report, in addition, that we have stayed within the limits of our 
allotment for subvention purposes. 

The result of these actions is that the list of those who are depen
dent upon us has shrunken to the smallest number in more than 
twenty-five years. 

Reeeipts 

One-half Membership Dues ..... $2,040.00 $ 1,020.00 
Solicitation of Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,643.20 
Interest on Investments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,129.40 

TOTAL RECEIPTS . ...... .... ............... . ... .. $15r792.60 

Disbursements 

Relief ...... . ...... . . . ... .. ............. $ 2,975.00 
Subventions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,125.00 
Solicitations Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283.37 
Relief and Subvention Committee .. .... . . 
Pension Committee . . . ............. . 
Pension Fund .......................... . 
Pension Office .......... . .............. . . 

70.54 
50.00 

2,500.00 
2,085.70 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS .................. . ... . . $ 9,089.61 
EXCESS INCOME OVER DISBURSEMENTS . . ......... $ 6,702.99 

We have, from time to time, reviewed t he status o{ the persons 
who have been receiving help from our funds. As a result o{ our 
investigations and deliberations, four changes were made in the list 
of the beneficiaries of the Conference. We began. the year by pro
viding assistance for nine individuals, in amounts varying from $15 
to $70 monthly. Since then, one beneficiary has died, and two have 
been dropped from the role because of improvement in their cir
cumstances, another has been temporarily added to the list, leaving 
seven individuals to whom we are now rendering help. We have 
d• tr1·buted in addition, the sum of 1,1~5 for subventions amo 18 , d . . ng 

.... ,ous scholars, institutions an organizations engaged in cultu l v-~ · th . ~ and scholarly pursuits. Wher~ m e pr~v10U8 year 1944-45 we 
spent $12,232.04, c,ur outlay durmg the Present fiscal year 1945-46 

was $9,066.01. • . 
It is ~ratifying to observe that despite the ~upport given to th 

Pension Fun<l and the maintenance of the Pension Office, the incom: 
of the Relief an<l Sub\'ention Fund was more than sufficient to 
meet these substantial outlays. Your Committee is confident that 
this will continue to be the case in the future years. 

Respectfully submitted 
' 

SAMUEL M. GUP, Chairman 
JOSEPH L. BARON FELIX A. LEVY 
WILLIAM G. BRAUDE HARRY S. MARGOLIS 
MAX C. CURRICK MARIUS RANSON 

JULIUS KRAVETZ. CHARLES E. SHUL.\IA~ 
Lou SILBER.MAS 

The report was received and ordered printed in the yearbook. 

. The amend~ent to the _Constit~tion presented at the pre
vious Convention, amendmg Article 6, Section 1, to read: 
"Those officers together with fourteen additional members 
(one of wh~m shall always b~ the imme~!ate past President), 
shall constitute the Executive Board, was unanimously 
adopted. 

The report was received and the recommendations consid
ered seriatim. 

REPORT OF THE JOI~T COMMITTEE ON 
CHAPLAINS A.ND EMERGENCY PLACEMENT 

To the Central Conference of American Rabbis, 

COLLEAGUES: 

I 

In presenting this report it is fitting that we call attention to ·th 
fact that we are privileged to make it at a time when it can be sai: 
that "the war is over" and that we are, thank God, no longer con
fronted with the need for calling upon large numbers of our col
leagues fo~ t~e sacrifices that many of them made so willingly since 
1941. This 1s a factual report. \Ve believe it to be a little too 

_ ea_rly to evaluate the work of the Chaplaincy, its achievements and 
lailures. 



, 
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This record makes no reference to the contribution our Chaplains 

made to the Jewish Displaced Persons in Europe. As we all know, 
it was a magnificent contribution. The Jewish Chaplains were the 
first to contact our brethren. They helped to open the concentration 
camps. They brought to the broken remnants of our people the 
first words of liberation. They brought them food, medical aid, 
and helped them in a thousand ways back to life. Our Chaplains 
"covered themselves with holiness," to use the phrase of one of 

• Qur CANRA members. 
I would like to urge the Chaplains who were privileged to be 

in contact with the D.P.'s to write their story, and I hope that 
this will one day be combined with the story that some of our Chap
lains can write of their contact with the forgotten Jewish commu
nities of the Middle and Far East; the Jewish communities of North 
Africa, Persia, India and China, for whom our Jewish Chaplains 
did so much. 

In this report we will sum up statistically the contributions that 
the members of this Conference have made to the war effort and 
present some recommandatbn:; for your consideration and action. 

II . 

• UerginJ of the Two Commilteea: 

This report is t!v~ joint report of tw:> Committee3-the Commit~ee 
on ChaplainR and the Emergency Placement Committee -which 
were merged in March of t h is vear • by order of the Executive Boa:d 

,. • ' • h Id in c t1 e Cui ral Conferen~e of American Rabbis at a meetmg e 
Cincinnati during the Biennial Council of the Union. Rabbi ~olom:: 
B. Freehof, who had ~erved as Chairman of the Comm~ttee o{ 
Emergency Placement since its inception, asked to be reheved 
the chairmanship, and the Chairman of the Committee on Chap
lains was requested to a'fiuma the chairm'ln3hip of the merged 
Committees. 

Statistics on our Participation i,i thl' Chaplaincy: 

Our Committee on Chaplain~y wa ;; orga,izeJ on Ja!'luary 21, 
1942, a11d consists of m~mbers repre3enting the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the Union of Am3ri(!an Hebrew Congregations, 
the Hebrew Union College, anJ the J ewish Institute of Religion. 
It has functioned continuously from that date to this. 

The total membarship in the C~>nferen '.'.!e is 5"35, b:it o:1ly 29-t of 
this number were deem2d by us to b3 eligible for the Chaplaincy 
from the viewpoint of qualification3 set up by the ,var an :I Navy 
Departm:mts and the Committee on Army an::i avy Religious 
Activities of the National Jewi'3h \V~lfare B.:>arJ. 0( the 29!, 7!. 
were physically disqualified; 52 of these 72 were physically dis
qualified as a result of Army and Navy examination , and 20 on 
the basis of ather examinations which our Com·nittee ac:!eptej as 
valid. These 72 members have the "clearance" of our Committee, 
and have been eligible to change their p:>sition3 or to s~ek promJ
tions. When hostilities ceased and wa were informed by the Army 
and Navy that they were no longer in need of new chaplains, we 
had nine procea.sed man on our eligibility list, who were rea1y to 
be commissioned. In our procuremant effort, our Ch-aplaincy Com
mittee discovered that there were- 6 member Rabbis of the Confer
ence, who wished to be recored as "consdentious objectors." We 
respected their positions, but gave them no "clearance" to seek 
promotions. 

Three hundred and eleven Rabbis served as Chaplains in the 
Army, the 1 avy and the ·Maritime Service. Our Conference pro
vided 146- or 4 7 per cent of the total; the Conservative Rabbinate 
furnished 96, or 31 per cent, and the Orthodox 68, or 2~ per cent. 

We mourn the loss of two of our faithful members, Chaplain 
Alexander D. Goode and Chaplain Samuel D. Hurwitz, who die::l 
in Service. All of us know the heroic way in which Rabbi Goode 
gave up his life. That story will remain a~ one of the heroically 
inspirational stories of this war. Rabbi Hurwitz died of illness in 
the line of duty. 

Citations and Rankx: 

It is interesting to ~ote that in the Army, 4 of our chaplains 
attained the rank of Lieutenant Colonel: ~6 were MaJ·ors· 6-. • o~~ 
C~ptains; and 17 were Lieutenants. 

In the Navy one of our members i ' a Commander· l0 1 • ' . . • 1eutenant 
Commanders; 12 Lieutenants (Sr. Grade i' and 10 Lieutenants (Jr. 

Grade). 
In the Army, the following awards were made to our m be 

• • S rYic R"b em rs· 16 Bronze Stars: 1 Mer1tor10us e . e l hon; 1 Unit Pla : 
•") Army Commendatic..n R.hhons; and ;3 Presidential Unl.• c· ~ue, 
- . . h B " 1tat\ons 

In the ::--:avv: 1 chaplain rece1nicl t e ronze Star· l '-la \ r-. • 
• ' •" Ya '--Otn-

mendation Ribbon. 

Further Procurement of Chapl<tinx: 

What is the situation with regard to the Chaplaincy at the 
• ? Th I Ch I . . . present time. e tota • ap amcy statistics reveal the following figures 

as of ~fay 23, 1946: ' 

Army 
Domestic 22 
Unassigned 9 
Overseas 
"Misc. 

Nary 

28 
7 

Domestic 7 
Overseas 1 

Still in the Sen·ice 

66 

8 74 

Separated from the Scrtiice 
Army 

Reform 
Consen·a tive 
Orthodox 

N~y 

88 
68 
37 

Reform '.:?6 
Conservative 
Orthodox 

l\1aritime 
Conservative 

Army 

,.. 
I 

2 

1 

193 

35 

1 229 

Deceased 

8 311 

On the basis of an estimated army of l 500 000 • th U . 
• . • • m e mted States 

a~rl m the occupied zoneis, w~ would need at least 60 J . h C 
lams to look after the spiritual nee Lis of ou . h ewis hap-

. r men m l e Army Th· 
1s on the bains of a 3.7 per cent quota. • 18 
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On August 31st of this year, all chaplains who will then have 
served in the Army for two years will be eligible for release, After 
that date there will be 27 Jewish chaplains remaining in the Army 
who will not have served two years. In addition, 12 other Chap
lains have indicated that they would remain in the service a year 
longer, that is, until June 30, 1947. Thus, out of a required num~r 
of 60 Jewish chaplains, we would only have 39 Jewish chaplains 
in the Army which is entirely inadequate for proper coverage: . 

,vith regard to the avy, all the Jewish chaplains were ehgible 
for release by June 10th. To take care of coverage in th.e Nav!, 
we will require G or 7 Jewish Cha.:,lains· one in Guam, one in Hawan, 
and others at variou naval ~tations i~ the United States. 

·1·1 r- • • ·t· has for .c ~ om1.11 cc on Army and Navy Religious Actn'I ies the 
some time been concerned with this emergency problem and . 
failure of the Army and Navy to reopen procurement of Chap\ams. 
To this end a delegation of CANRA of which your chairma~ was 
8 member, met in Washington in May with the Army Chief-of
Chaplains and focused his attention up~n the emergency 8nd ~Ile 
• • f haplams imperative Deed of the reopening of procurement or c • 
To date, CANRA has had no word from \Vashington on this matter. 
This is unfortunate since ra) there no doubt will be a need for ad<l~
tional Jewish chaplains, (b) it would have been possible to fill this 
need out of the graduating classes of the Hebrew Union College 
and the Je~1sh Institute of Religion. But alas, without any oppor
tunity to enter the chaplaincy, most of these men have been called 
to pulpits, \\ith the result that if and when Chaplaincy Procurement 
opens again, as undoubtedly it must, since Congress is making 
provisions for the further drafting of men into the Armed Forces, 
there will be nobody a\'ailable to fill the need for Jewish chaplains. 

As matters now stand, procurement is closed and the work o{ 
this Committee is practically finished. Howe,·er, in view of the 

probability that the procurement of additional chaplains 
I may reopen in the near future, we recommend that the Com-

mittee on Chaplains he kept intact. This Committee would 
also continue to concern itself with the protPction of the rights of 
chaplains in seeking new pu!pits. • •• 

III 

The Emergenry Pl.arement Committee: 

The Committee on Emergency PlacE:ment was called into being 
in October, 1943, At its first meeting in April 1944, a preliminary 
survey was presented indicating that there would be about 60 Chap
lains who would need pulpits at ~he conclusion of the war. The 
Committee studied the various avenues of quasi-rabbinical work 
and sent questionnaires to the chaplains asking them to indicate 
their preference for these types of activity. There was much corre
spondence with the chaplains and likewise with rabhis who were 
asked to make place for assistant rabbis. 

After V-E Day it was learned that we would not be obliged to 
implement our program at once because the C'haplains would be 
coming out of the service a few at a time. La, t September and 
October we found that there was an inc-reasing number of congre
gations requiring rabbis. This may be due to the growth of the 
Liberal movement and to the fact that sma1l~r communities are 
becoming financially able to maintain rabbis. At the present time 
we have a list of about 4:2 pulpit vacancies and assistantships, and 
there are 27 Chaplains and fi replacement rabbis who need pulpits 
or will need them when their term of $en·ice comes to an end. ' 

True, some of the pulpits in the s~1aller communities pay what 
may be regarded as a better than fair sal~ry for these small com-

munities Yet some of our returned chaplams feel that these pul 't 
• ' " • " Pl 8 

are too small and they are h_oppm~, and we wish them luck. 
\Ve will help them fiad the pulpit they eek. 

Howen•r, .it thi!- point I feel that I ou~~t. to call attention t 
a matter of t•thics invoh ~11g t~1: responsib1hty or the Teturni~ 
Chaplain to the Congrt>gation. J he problem can be t be explained 
by an illustration. 

Your Chairman received a call recently from the rabbi of a large 
Congregation who asked me whether the relationship between th 
Congregation and the returning Chaplain was a one-way or a t ~ 
,~ay relationship. The Congregation had kept the pulpit open ~:r 
l11m and a few months ago he returned to them. Everything seemed 
to go smoothly, when suddenly after a few weeks, he inr'ormed th 
Senior Rabbi in the Congregation that he had accepted anothe: 
pos~. I need_ not tell y~u ho,~ resentful the Congregation and the 
Senior Rabbi are of this action and this resentment refle~ts 

l h • . not 
on y upon t e man m ques~1on, but upon the Union and the Con-
ference and the Hebrew U mon College, of which he is a grad te 

Returning Chaplains are, of course, free to change their ual : 
'd f d h • l pu pits prov1 e t ere IS a mutua agreement between them and th 

• h' ff B e con-gregation to t 1s e ect. ut, under our Principles there 
18
• 1 . . , a mora 

obhgatlon on the part of the returning chaplain to the cong t· . . rega ion 
which granted him a lea,·: of absence and patiently awaited his 
retur~ •. ! urge our Chaplams to be cognizant of this two-way re
spons1b1hty. I am glad to report that on the whole there have been 
very few such breaches. · 

Forty-six returned Chaplains and replacement rabbis h . 1 d b . . . a,e a -
rea y o tamed new po 1t1ons. Some chaplains have indicat d h • 
d . . . e t e1r 

e~;ire to remam m the regular Army and ~avy. Two ar • 
l • · · k f e pursuing 

niversny wor • or a vear. Manv of those remain'in • . . • • g are now m 
touch with congregations. 

Owing to thi condition, your Committee meeting in c· · 
'1 9 - 1 ' mc1nnati 

on ""' ay - J, 19-.fi, agrrcd to rerommend the follow1·na I · 
f h . . b re.~o ut1ons 
or t e cons1dnat10n of the Conference. 

"YVe recommend that the Emergency Placement c · . . omm1ttee be 
discharged for the following reasons: 

"a. There is no longer an emergency since th . . ere are more 
congregations available than there are returning h 1 · "l ". r 1 h h c ap ams. . \ t. ee t at t e work of placing returned and return-

II m~. c. ~h a1~s ca~ b: done better by the Rabbinical Schools. 
. he. e uncuonmg of a third placement agency -that 
1g t e Emergency Placement Committee of th ·~ C f 

• 1 • . is on erence 
- mvo ve~ duplication and confusion and d 
• h oes not result 
m t c placement of additional chaplains. 
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• that they will "The Rabbinical Schools have given assurance . 
. . . . 'd t· n to the rabbis continue to give maximum preferential cons1 era 10 

who have served as Chaplains." 

IV 
Re,new of the Statement of Principle~: 

In view of the ending of hostilit1'0s we have been asked ~hre-
. - , . · l W1t a 

consider Principle N 0 . 2 of our StatPment of Prmcip es, d 
. . , - . · t It rea s 

view of seeing whether the time had come to terminate 1 • 

as follows: 

"No Rabbi· 1· • 1 • d not disqualified e 1g1ble for the Chap amcy an 
physically who has refu1-<ed t o volun teer as a Chaplain shou~d 
take advant age of his ch-il ian status to advance himself m 
the rabbinate, by a change of pulpit or ~hould be countenanced 
by any congregation in so doing.'' 

In order to ascertain how th e> mem bers of our Committee and 
the Chaplains still in service and those separated feel about this 
matter, we sent a que::,tionnaire to them on l\fay 2nd of this year. 
To date 20 replies htn e heen received. Three answers indicated 
that Principle N o. ~ was no longer valid. All the others stated 
that the Principle should continue to remain in effect, but were 
not in agreemPnt as to the lengt h oi t ime. 

To implement this Principle, your Committee a<'ted as follows: 
When a pulpit became vacant, the secretary wrote to that congre
gation enclosing a copy of the St~tenwnt of Principles and requested 
that preferential consideration oe given to returning chaplains and 
to such men as lui.d clearance. ot all congregations heeded our 
request, and some considered men who had no clearance from our 
Committee. When this occurred, your Committee was of the opinion 
that the Congregation should be contacted and urged not to con
sider such men. However, the Emergency Placement Committee 
was estopped from doing this by a directh·e from the President of 
the Conference whom we consulted, and who stated that our Com
mittee, was authorized to give such information to a Congregation 
only upon their official request. This, of course, made it possible 
for some men, who had no clearance from our Committee, to advance 
themselves, and "as in direct violation of Principle To. 2. 

This entire question received careful consideration by this Com
mittee at a meetin~ held in Cincinnati on May ~·)rd of this year, 
and the Committee makes the following recommendations: 

a. That for the present the Conference reaffirm Principle 
No. 2 as it now stands, and until such a time as the Com
mittee feels that it is no longer necessary for the protection 
of Chaplains, and until they so recomn1end to the Con
ference. 

b. That the Committee on chaplains, should, in its initial 
letter of contact , u~ge the Congregation to give priority 
to returning chaplains as a matter of patriotic deferenc 

III to those \\ho haYe ser:·ed t~eir country, and also to in~ 
dicate that the Committee 1s ready to gh•e the . congre-
gation informat10n on the clearance status of th . e non-
Chaplain Rabbi whom they may be considering. 
The Committee further recommends that wh C 

c. . . R bb' en a on-
gregation is cons1dermg a _a I for its pulpit, who has 
no cl£1ar:rnce. that the Comm~ttee on Chaplains be author 
izecl to eall thi,, tut 1e attention of the c·on"reg t ' -

. . "' a 10n, even 
though :such information 1s not solicited. 

I feel that the Conference should know the difference of O • . pinion 
existing on this matter. 

Rabbi Ahram Granison, who repres~nts the Jewish Institute of 
Religion on our Committee, requested that his negath·e vote b 
recorded because the Jewish Institute of Religion has nel'er recog~ 
nized the Principle of Clearance as adopted by this Committee 
and the Conference. He has maintained that the main pu 

• • • T rpose 
that prompted the adoption of Principle !'\ o. l by the Conference 
was to stimulate men to go into the Chaplaincy when the need 
,, as greatest - that that ne~d no longer exists since there is no pro
curement at the present time. He urged that Principle ~o. 2 be 
changed from a negati\·e to an affirmatiYe statement namel 
"that maximum preferent ial comideration shall be given to cha 1 • Y, 
• l • 1 ,, P ams m pu pit p acement. 

On the other hand, the rest of the Committee feels strong} h 
I) • . 1 , T ') d d Y t a t 

nnc1p e .,o. :.. ,~as a opte as part of the effort to persuade men 
to enter the service. They were assured that they would n t b 
penalized, or ha,·e their careers retarded because of enl;sti· 0 Th'e . . . ' ng. lS 
11:1phes that we would protect their interest. \Ye had no right to 
give these men such assurances unless as a Committee and 
C f .11. as a 

on erence we were w1 mg to back our promISes and th r . . , ere ore, a 
change m ~he shghtest degree_ of this Principle would indicate to 
the Chaplams that we are trvmg to retreat from our co ·t . . . ~ mm1 ment 
to them. Our obhgat1on 1s both a retroactive and conti·n · 

V 
Special Cases: 

umg one. 

During the life of our Committee a number of 1·nst h' . . . ances w 1ch 
seemed to be m v10lallon of our Statement of Princi I h . 

d \v P es ave oc-
cur re • ,, e want to assure the Conference that the c · 

. omm1ttee has 
endeavored to deal with su<!h breaches of Principle 

courageously 
and resolutely, and feels that it has succeeded in ad· t· h 

. Jus mg t em. 
Somhe ca. es are at present m the process of adjustment. If members 
of t e Conference kno,v of any breaches with wh· h 
} . . . . : 1c we may not 
1a, e dealt, \\e would apprcc1atP their calling them l • 

o our attention. 
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In conclucling thi3 r£'port I feel that tribute should be paid 1) ~o 
h • f ·1· nd their tho e mcrrJ,<•! ~ of our Conference who )pft, t e1r am1 1es a 

C<'nhn .. ralicn~ to c nter l~~e Arnud_ ScrYic~s, knowing :ull _well t:: 
rfrks to life and limb w hlch were mvolved; 2) to their wives a 
familie~ who reluctantly ancl yet sacrificially released them and stood 
1y stoi(·ally ~nd inspiringly for months and years waiting for. the 
return of their hu!,;l;ands and fathers; and 3) to the Congregatio~s 
in the t;nion who uncompla:ninglv gave leaves of absence to their 
rabbis whih,; they deprived themselves of religious ministration 
because they felt that our men in the armed forces were entitled to 
spiritual priority. 

A word of tribute needs also to be spoken to the War and Navy 
Departm<•nts for appreciatin~ the unique function that religion aTid 
the chaplain had to play in this war, and for providing him wi~~ the 
opportunities tlrnt ~nabled him to render maximum spmtual 
ministTation. 

I wish also again to ackno\',·le'lge the heavy b:.irden which our 
c'>lleague, lbbbi Louis Egelson, has borne so cheerfully despite the 
fact that it entailed great sacrifice of time and effort, which he bore 
in addition to his mr.ny duties a5 the Administrative Secretary of 
the U. A.H. C. \Vhat ac;1ievements we may be privileged to chalk 
up in this war record of the Conference - and it is one that we ~a~e 
reason lo feel proud of anJ will fael even proucler as we see it ~n 
pcr;:;peclive of the years is due in very large measure to Lollis 
Egeb;nn •~ cl ~votion. A Chaplab of the first World War, he brought 
to the :-~•,·vice oi th Committea a background of experience aild 
undersLa'lding ,, hich was inYaluable. I wish that we had the prac-

• f • • • • C f for a 1'ob well-t ce o g,,·mg C'1tat1011-: to members of the on erence 
doue. I ut !.inrn \\, do not han' such a practice, may I on _your 
l,d1alf arid in 't of the Committee and myself, pin this orclud on 
him. I must also say a word of thanks to the members of the C~~
mittee v. ho despite their own arduous duties have been unfa1 mg 
• h • • d ce on m t cir sernce. They have been faithful in the atten an 
meetings though it involved long journeys. \Vhen procurement _was 
at its height, they traveled to inten·iew rolleagues for the chaplamcy 
and were consistently at the beck anrl call of the chairman 8nd 
secretary of your Committee. 

As your Chairman, I want to aeknowl~Jge with thanks the con
fidence that you place~l in me and for the privilege that you afforded 
me to ren-l2r thh service on your b2h::ilf in the most critical period 
of our co:.mtry'.-; history. 

Respectfully submitted, 

RABBI B. R. BRICKNER, Chairman 
,v~r. F. ROSENBLU.\1 

JAMES G. HEr,LER 

EMIL \V. LEIPZIG.Em 

LOUif- I. EGELSON 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 

The report was received and the recommendations con
sidered seriatim. 

Recommendation I, that the Committee on Chaplaincy be 
continued, was adopted: 

Recommendation II, that the Emergency Placement Com
mittee be discharged, was adopted. 

A motion to reconsider and to continue the Emergency 
Placement Committee, was lost by a vote of 38 to 59. 

Recommendation III. A motion was made that paragraphs 
A and C be omitted; that paragraph B be adopted, with the 
understanding that priority ::-hall apply to returning Chaplains 
2nd to those who were rejected for phy::;ical reasons. l:pon 
roll call this motion was adopted by a vote of 70 to 45. 

The report was adopted as a whole as amended. 

D1scuss10 • 

Recommendation I I I 

Rabbi Freehof: l\1ay I record my opposition to the retention 
of this principle. If the prineiple h:.,d stated merely that the 
returning Chaph,in shoulrl haYe prderenee, I should heartily 
approYe, for they dcs<-rYe t~~t pref( rence, but it says cJearly 
and specific~l1y that 110 R .. bm wh~> hns n?t had clearance from 
the Committee shall ad Yance h1m~elf m . the rabbinate. In 
other words it seek:; lo stop for ~m m<l.:-fimte period the right 
of a member of this Confere_nce :\ho h. snot served in the Chap
laincy to adYance himself m his cho:--e~ profession. How Ion 
must this ban be maintained? \Yhat l the logic of it? Yo: 
have just declared that the Emll'g~n< Y _Placement Committee 
is 1 t.::Pl~ m J I crer ncedeci bt•ca u::;e ~ ~ere I!- no more emergency. 
\ ou :state th~ t th<'rc an• mor~ po~1t10ns a1rcady a\·ailable than 
there arc candidat .., tor t hem'. and yet you continue to stig
matize tho:-e mcmh~•1s of the ( cnference_who were not Chap
lain". I cannot behe,·e that the Chap]ams want this sort of 
ban to continue indefinitely. 

Rabbi ._ aul B . . Appelba 11?n: I wish to add that this prin
dple al~o works a har<lslup on the replacement rabbis. A 
one Chaplain ha correctly pointed out, had it not been for 
the replacement rabbis many of the Chaplains would not have 
gone into the .. erYice, rnd I do not think it is fair to say to a 
congregation: The men who were in uniform are our prefer
ence. You must inquire about any other man and we will 
tell you whether or not he has clearance. 

Rabbi J!orton .JI. Berman: I rise as one of the Chaplains lo 
~ay that I am in hearty agreement with what Dr. Freehof has 
~aid. I wi$h this Conference "ould take the position of the 
A_merican Yet_eran's Committee, whirh says it will not recog
nize the creat10n of a caste system made up of former military 
personnel. Some men have sen·ed, and ome did not. Those 
who served haYe had their reward. Those wbo did not because 
they were ~nwil1ing to serve- Jet their conscience prick them. 
I do not thmk that we should perpetuate a distinction between 
the men who serY~d and the men who did _not erve. :rvlany 
of the men who chd not . erve had very vahd rea~ons for not 
. crving. ,v e ought to ta~e the position that we are all Rabbis. 
There are those who w1 h to penalize the men who should 
ha~e g?ne i_n an_d did not. I do not want to see that spirit 
marntamed m this onference. I think it would be \·ery unwise 
for us to put our~elYes on record a: making a distinction be
tween one man and another. Some of the veteran oraanizatio . l h' . ,.. ns are tryrng to < o ~ 1s very th1~g to establish a special position 
fo~ the vctera~ m the American community. It would be a 
mistake for th1~ Conference to rreate a special po •ition f Ch I • If . . . or ap ams. 1t 1s a que~t10n of preferential treatme t f 
Ch~plain", all things being equal, I would grant that, ~ut ~~ 
should be left to the judgment of the Placement Committee 
of each of the ~c:hoo!: to determine wheth(lr a Rabbi' ·t ~Ul S a certain congre~ation, or whether the congregation suit.s the . 
particular Rabbi. 
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Rabbi Sam uel Jf. Te;telbaum: I agree with the previous 

speaker that we should not set up classes in the Conference. 
But the question arises in my mind that if at some later time, 
say, because of an enlarged peace-time army, we should need 
additional Chaplains. we may not be able to procure them 
unless they are assured of preferential treatment upon their 
discharge from the armed forces. I should like to have the 
Chairman of the Committee on Chaplains discuss this question. 

Rabbi Brichwr: The reason we are including this clause 
is that we feared that we could not procure the needed men 
unless we gave thtm some kind of an assurance for we depend 
entirely on voluntary enlistment. 

Rabbi Ernst Pr!. Lorge: I do not believe in any type of pref
erential treatment for Chaplains, but they should have equal 
opportunities \Vith their colleagues. There is national legisla
tion guaranteeing certain rights to veterans- the right of sen
iority, for example. If we had a placement committee in the 
Conference, we could simply apply these rules of seniority to 
a corresponding situation in the rabbinical profession, so that 
the years spent in the army would not be lost years to the 
chaplains. As it is, however, the men who have been in the 
armed services are not kno\vn to the congregations, since they 
have been out of circulation. They cannot compete with their 
colleagues on an equal basis, because they have returned only 
very recently, many only <luring the last weeks. The least 
we ought to do in this situation is to keep Principle #2 in 
force for a limited time- I would sugge t for one more year, 
after which period we \Vill pr~bably be able to consider the 
emergency over, as far as rabbi are concerned. 

Rabbi Robert I. Kahn: If you listened c~refully to the report 
you will understand that t~ose ':"ho \\'e_r~ disquali_fied ph~sically 
and thP r· ~ .• (t..m , ... rabbi-= . d1~l r:ce!"e and ~\1 continue to 
re(.'ei'\·c elearance and arc not d1:-cr1minated agamst. l be\ieve 
t hat <'On~cient iou:-:- object.or:-- ,, ho c}id not receive clearance dur
ing the wt!r, should reeeiYe it at this time. The war is over. 

ln ciYilian life, howen:r, a man was subject to draft and if 
he did not respond to the draft or if the draft board did not 
defer him, he wa punit,hed by the law of the land. Clergymen 
were not obligated to serve in the army by law but unless we 
have some discipline we will fail in our ta k. Those who refused 
to respond to the Chaplain<:y Committee's request should 
definitely be stigmatized in whatever fashion the committee 
sees fit. 

Rabbi Dudley H'einberg: The purpose for which the rule 
under di ·cussion was originally enacted has not yet been ad
equately served. It was precisely for this time that the rule 
was enacted in the fir~t place. There are till rabbis in the 
Armed Force who have not had a chance to present them
selves to the civilian community. There are others who have 
not yet had time to readjust to the conditions of civilian life. 
If the rule under discus~ion ever had any validity, it was pre
ci ely for this time when the Ch~plains are coming out of the 
Army and ... Tavy and are returning to the civilian community. 

There is no intention of penalizing tho e men who, in good 
faith, offered th msc:lves to the Armed Services and were re
jected. It i" hard, indeed, to pa s judgment, but one cannot 
avoid the feeling that the man \\ ho wa:::. eligible and wa physi
cally fit to serYe and refrained from doing so, committed an 
act which seriously invoked the dignity of our profession and 
which was an affront to the multitudes of men and women 
who were willing to a,sume the rt-~pon. ibility that the emer
gency placed upon th m. A~ to the length of time <luring which 
we must continue to pronounce judgment we do not now have 
to commit our.::elve~. \Ye can re-enact the present rule until 
d1e Conf 1rence meet, again. If, at the next meeting of the 
Conference, the Committee on Chaplain· finds that the purpose 
for which the rule wa:::- enacted originally has been adequately 
served, then the rule can be abolished. 

\Ve do not want to prest·rve bitterness indefinitely, but we 
must face couragrou. ly the fact that a moral issue is involved 
and that we have no right to avoid it. 
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Robbi Ildlt r: I h· \ e no i!'lterest ih this problem except 
thP w0 lfurc of tnc Chr•i1 in..-; a"!id t~e Rabbinate as a whole. 
I feel very deeply abJut t.1- is i"SU"'. I was a m2mber of the 
committee that v..::s n"rtic ,J,.,rlv ..,, t·tv" 1·n dnaling with congre• 

• .- • • "' ~ - w ~ • d t the 
ga tions and the proL!ems th~t h,ntE ::i ris::n m regar 0 

Chaplainry. T~~ committee h:->s b?. n f' Jl cid upon to intervene 
not only in instanc~s c0•1tP-rr1p1~ tud by this section but also 
in defending the rirhts of Ch'1pJ-iins whn h::..d been gu1ranteed 
a return to their c::n.gr:g"~i~n . I v;ish it w--.:re possible to say 
that during the p -.. r;od of the emerg:nr ~- none of our colleagues 
was guilty of un ~thic.J pr:1ct!c.:cs. IL is fair to say that the 
number was ,·ery srn .. 11, bu~ ~rm:· tim ~ we have had to go to 
pretty great lengths to c3rry their duty home to them and to 
the congregation involn:d. Ko nu.n who served as a replace• 
ment , no man ,vho had a valid rea~(m for declining, is included 
in the list. The list inchde.s only men who constantly contended 
that they felt no obligation toward the Chaplaincy. I am sorry 
to say we hm e suL.h men who have contended that because 
of the duties they were performing they ought to be exempted, 
and have then reiinquishecl the pulpit they were serving. to 
take up other work. IL is ridiculous to contend that we ought 
not pass judgment in regard to this. For what purpose are 
we moral leaders, if we haven't the courage to pass judgment 
in regard to a moral situation among ourselves. Let us look 
at t he situation that your committee confronted. We had 
no legal status except for the endorsement of men. The Army 
said Chaplains must volunteer. Our relationship to our men 
was a purely moral one. \¥ e ought not to have to exercise 
duress on our men ; it should be sufficient to say to them: This 
is a manifest duty in one of t he greatest crises in the history 
of mankind. :rvi ost of the men needed no other persuasion and 
responded nobly and generously. Of that record we can be 
deeply proud. \Ve asked our men io make great sacrifices, to 
leave their families, some to leave chilcr2n only a few months 
old. As one of those who went, to these men, I feel a sense of 
obligation to those who made the sacrifice. Therefore I t hink 
they should not be penalized by virtue of their patriotism, by 
having men who refused to do their duty step into opportu
nit ies wpich ought to have been reserved for them, which they 
ought not to miss because they went abroad in the service of 
their count ry . \Ve do not propose anything drastic. We m';:?rely 
ask that the principle be continued in force until, in the judg. 
ment of the committee, the time for it has ceased. I fee] it is-· 
our duty to try to see that every right which the Chaplains 
sacrificed is reserved for them. I want to say that the congre
gat ions themselves undersland the situation fully. When the 
congregation is given a choice between_ a man who has done 
his duty and one who has refused to do 1t, I have not encount
ered one that did not prefer to have the first of the two men. 

Rabbi Julius Jlrf ark: I want to oppose the inclusion of this 
recommendation. Any rabbi who enter_ed the Chaplaincy with 
the hope that he would thereb~ r~ce1v~ advancement when 
his term of duty was over w:.:i.s_ de, udmg himself. There is only 
one re\\ arc! that any Clwpbm sh_ould e_xpect and which he 
reeei,;ed in full mea:--ure, and that 1~ the mner feeling of satis
faction over hi:-- Rervice. The three and a half years that I 
sen·ed in th~ Chaplain's corps o~ the Navy were not the hap
piest of my life, but tl1ey were without doubt the most U1'eful. 
Never before nor since haYe I had Lhe exhilirating experience 
of young men seeking me out because they needed me. Many 
of us Chaplains feel that we are not needed as much as while 
we served. Those memories will remain with us forever that 
sat isfaction will become part of us in the years to come. 'That 
is our reward. The emergency that we hear so much about so 
far as our Chaplains are concerned, does not exist. Most of 
the Chaplains have either been gladly taken back by their 
congregations or have found other positions waiting for them. 
No committee has any right to ay to any man that he did not 
serve his country even though he did not enter the Chaplain's 
corps. It was up to the man himself to determine where he in 
his heart felt his services were needed more, whether in uniform 
or out of it. I was opposed to this distinction during the war 
and I approve of it less today. 

Secretary 11f arcuson: I was rather amazed when I read the 
report of the committee and saw that the committee asked 
that this recommendation be retained. I do not understand 
how the committee can ask that a regulation be enforced when 
one of lhe groups making up this Conference definitely stated 
from the very beginning that it saw no necessity for securing 
clearance and did not intend lo be bound by the rule. When 
the Confe~ence pas"'ed this clearance rule originally, it was not 
told t~at 1t had ne,·er been accepted by certain groups on the 
comn:utte? and that some_ of the member~ were being penalized 
for ,·1olatmg the rule which others had definitely stated they 
would not accept. 

Rabbi JI inrla: Was thi~ not a Conference rule and is th' 
C f . lS 

not a on erence committee and should not this rule apply 
to all members of the Confer2nce regardless of their academic 
background? 

Rabbi Brick11er: You are correct. But this was a volunta 
union that we had in this committee and we had no power~ 
enforcement when one agency demurred in t he agreement. 



5020- CCAR----Galley 61--- vigman 

Rabbi Granison: In vil--w of a numbr-r of statements that 
have been mad(', I rise for the purpose of explaining the p·osition 
of the Je\\ish Insjt u .. e of Rrligion in rl?lation to Point 2 of 
the Statement of Principle:~. The Institute from the beginning 
has always a<.'cepted c:nd abi<k:d by the pr~nriple of preferential 
treatment for r turning chaplains, but we haYe opposed the 
negative form in which it is expressed in Point No. 2. ~t was 
our feeling that it is th fair, unn::ce~s"ry and impractical to 
insist that no r.:.bbi m~:y accept a position or advancement in 
the rabbinate unless he r\.ceivc chu.r~nce from the Committee 
on Chaplains. It is, howPvu, both the ri_ght and the duty of 
the Conference to U"ge that maximum preferential considera
tion shall be given to returning chaplains in the fil1ing of pulpit 
vacancies. 

May I say for the record that when the Jewish Institute of 
Religion agreed to coopHate with the CCAR Committee on 
Chaplains, it was with the undErstanding that the Committee 
had only two jobs to do: one, to procure chaplains; and, two, 
to protect them in the civifom positions from which they were 
on leave for the duration of their sen·ice in the armed forces. 
To introduce anything else that ,, <'S not \~:ithin the origin~I 
mandate of the Con,rr•it'(•e Rhouk have required the u_nam
mous ap1,roval of all four vroup:-- r presenter! on the Committee: 
the Confc1:crc?, the Union, the College and the Institute. The~e
for~, co~si~ermg the fact that the -Institute was opposed to 
P~mt 2 m its present form, it was undemocratic for the Co~
m1tt_ee and the Conference to have adopted it. The Jewish 
Insbtut~ of Rdigion is a sovcrt1ign body and the Conference 
has n? right to dictate to it what ib pian 1 ment policy shall be. 
. It 18 for that reason thnt the Instil ute has not considered 
itself bound by Point Xo. 2 in its present form, although we 
have adhered very scruJ ulouslv and cons<:ienbously to the 
principle of prcfcrntial tre,ttem; nt for re:turning chaplains. I 
hope that Point Xo. 2 ,vill be changed accordingly. 

President Sil er: .... luy I comment on what the last speaker 
has just said: This Conf ercnt'e does not ru.:ognizc any distinct 
groups or bloc..;:; within its borl?. This C\mference is made up 
of graduates of the Hebrew Cnio:1 College and graduate .. of 
the Jewish Institute of P..eligion, buL have also quiLe a number 
of members who are graduated from ~ither instituLion, who 
are here by virtuP of other forms of ordination. A man is ad-
mitted to the Central Conf cr,:mce of American Rabbis as an 
individual and decisions adopt"J by this (}mfer~nce are bind-
ing upon all members of this Conference. 

Rabbi Unger: The prinripJP is o~e which places upon this 
Conference an obligation to sai'eguard the interests of he men 
who served their ccuntry under difficult conditions and who 
were willing to make every sacrifice in order that our Jewish 
men and worr..rn should get the best possible attention. I do 
not like the statement that n c:i~te system is being created. 
There is not a Chaplain who served who is interested in estab
lishing that kind of a system. Insofar as the men who served 
are concerned, they want to see justice dent:> on one side as 
much as on the oth r. \Ve w::ml lo sc.!fc.gu~rd the interests of 
this Confer<=nce. Bt t we w~nt to keep faith with the men 
who served and we want to make sure that when they come 
back they will receh·e more U:::m a p~t on the shoulder from 
the people whom th(:y scn ·c<l. n~t I do not ,.vant lo see our 
Conference split tlnd l hope that not hir.g more will be !.aid 
about creating a ca~te system. 

Rabbi Darid H'icc: Iy understar.dir.~ i<: that ,vith the 
abolition of the Emergl'.:ncy Plarcrr.0 nt Committee the Chap
laincy Committee turned back to t'1e institution: (Hebrew 
Union College and Jev1i:::,h lns' h: ute of Religion) the rights it 
now seeks to regain for ibE.lf. 

Rabbi Brickner: That i..:; corn cl with rPgt>rd to placement 
bui we have a respcn ibi!it y to prolu.-t Lhe interests of the 
Chaplains and that i~ \\hy we a.,1~ that th: Ch~plaincy com
mittee be continued. ,·1v•hen there ts a pulp~t Yacant, we make 
the initial contact informinrr the congregatwn of our principle 
and giving information with regard_ to _the. clear~nce status of 
the men. If, in our ju<lgmE:-t,_ an m.;t1t~t10n tries to place a 
·abbi who h ac:: 110 cl€aranc:e, 1t 1:::: our dut} to protect the inter-1 < • . 
est:,.; of the chaplains in th'! :--1tuat1on. 

President S ilrer: I was just about to call your attention to 
the technical c1ifficultie::- in which we a~e liable to become in~ 
voh-ed. You h:.n-c ju,t ,·oted to ~boh. h the committeef on 
emergency placement. That committee no longu exi ls. ~ow 
you are legislating t rm~ of rc.·fE.rence for a non-exi. ting com-
mittee. From now on rabbinil:al placement will be carried on 
either by the Hebrew Union College or by the Jewish In ·titute 
of Religion or by neither. You cannot l(lgi:::late how these in
stitutions shall place men. Your committee on chaplains has 
nothing to do with the placing of rabbis unless you re-define 
the scope of this committee. The Committee on Chaplaincy 
is to work to procure new Chapluins for the army or navy a 
the need for them arises. It ha: the authority to call anything 
to the attention of cong-regatior.g. All tl1 is discussion on prin-
ciple #2 ha~ no validity unle!-g you re-consicler your action 
and continue your Emergency I'lac ·ment Committee. 

A motion to reconsider the prc,·ious action to abolish the 
Emergency Placement Committee "as .1dopted. 

A motion that the Emergency P!:.!ceml'nt Committee be 
continued ,vas duly mude and :::;econdcd. 

Rabbi Brick11er: It was found in conference with Rabbi 
Grani::-on and Dr. ?viorgenstern that the exi::;tenc:e of . everal 
placement ag ncies leads to duplication and confu:ion. \Yhen 
there are the Emergency Plat:flment CommitLee and the Je\lt; h 
Institute of Religion and the ~ebrcw Cnion College attending 
to placement:-, the congrt)µ-a tion.- a d the rabbis turn to all 
the bo<li~s for !)lacement •. It wa!'.:, a~reed that !:iince practically 
all the haplams and the congregat10n~ turnt-d to the in::,titu
tions, that the ~eminar:e~ :hould take OV"f::r the matter of place
ment~, but ,hould operate unJer rules \vhich would protect 
the intere ts of the Chaplain . In agr eing to the abolition of 
the Emergc.rn·y Plac ment Committee, it was urnltrstood with 
the ~eminar: ~s tha t they would be gov rnul by the ruk. of 
the ConferEnt.'e and thi:-- committee. One institution of the 
two says it will :s and by the pc~ition it ha· al•.,·ays taken. \Ye 
can ..;imply . ay to this in. tit ution: You mu. t be governed by 
the niles of the Confcren... ::..cnu.'"' you are a member of the 
commit tt~e and a p rt of the arrangements. 
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Rabbi 1l!inda: I want to vote for this regulation but if the 
·ituation is as Rabbi Brickner describes I must vote against 
it. The Emergency Placement Committee has set up rules 
which this Conference has adoptC'd. I cannot see how the rights 
of our Chaplains can be protec:ted if one institution gives public 
notice that it \Vill not abide bv the rule of the Conference 
and has the right to go, crn its~lf according to rules which it 
sets up it. elf. 

Rabbi Berman: I ~m reminded of \vha t J heard last night • 
in an addre s by the Executive Dir-..::ctor of the Union. He 
indicated that there \\·as a growing sense of "deterioration." 
Let me say very fn.nkly that some of the things that have 
been said here do not contribute to the removal of that sense 
of "deterioration." 1 n institution ha~ a right to its own policy 
of placement. \Ye of the fo.;; t it ute have our problems of place
ment; we h~we the ne d::- of th(l c·ongre<rations to serve; we 
have the n0c>c!:s of men lo sprvc. Ther; h;,·e been cases where 
member::; of the Conference Pl~tcement Committee have gone 
to congrEgations and stood in the wav of the men whom the 
~ongregations wan t cl. The In;;,titutd c<1nnot be bludgeoned 
~nt? doing something \.Vhich it feel~ may be contrary to !he 
mterests of the congrrgat1<rns that it :-:cn·es. If you are gomg 
to re-create the Clmergenc·v committee and give that committee 
the right to inform C'On.gregaticm.~ that this man was not a 
Chaplain and that man was not a Ch,:p!ain, it is bad business. 
The Institute has Pevcr vi Idul ils rid1t lo placement. The 
Institute is conC'crned wi l.h p10tf>et:ng thc> intere,-;ts of its men 
whether they be Ch:ipJ·, in:-- or cidlians and it is not fair that 
this organization should take ihc attitude that it can make 
the Institute do what it do-.::-- not \.\.'ant to do. If you want 
good will and if ult im:ttely you want coopnr•atirm, then you 
must respect our : ttitude in this matwr. The Institute not 
onJy has the problem of plc..:<:~ng Confertn(·e men, we have men 
in Orthodox and ConF:en·ativt' congr2gation::-; we have a larger 
problem of placement. 

Rabbi Dudley lVeinbcrp: I regrd the fact that. this dis<:us• 
sion has dcteriorntc:<l int0: ,kbalc <.:oncerning 1.:he mere mech
anics of placement. The question b r:for2 us is a moral question. 
1t has nothing to do with the l\:btion::;hip of individual members 
to academic insti tutions. The qu?stion of placement affects 
not only the Chapbins, bur c1ll Rabbi~, and ought to be dealt 
with by a committee properly authorized to deal with the 
entire question. 

Rabbi 1r!aurice Bloom: Is it true that both in~titutions have 
acted substantially in the same wny in <'arrying out this rule? 

Rabbi Brickner: I ha\~ no way of answering your question. 
The Conference a!)<l this committee merely wanted to be as
sured that returning C'haplaim, w<~re pro~e<'ted and that no 
man who had no cleararn·e from I he <:ommiL.lee should have 
his name pre~ente<l to a C'Ongregalion by the::;e agencies. If 
that were to happen lhE:' Cm< .. r-.:"nce commillec felt free to 
notify the congregation -unsolicited that Uw candidate it was 
considering had no clearance from our committee. That was 
our only task. 

President 'ifrer: I do nnt like to injec:t myself into Lhe dis
cussion but we do want to do ~mnethir.g that is practical. To 
pass a resolution ,vhich will not b:! honor"cl an•l which cannot 
be carried out and which will only ie~td to confiic-t, is purpo'eless. 
If a committee wriLs to a congregat ion and tc.11 • it that the 
rabbi whom it is con~idering has no dt•arnnee anrl should not 
be engag d, the head of the ingtil tdm_1 frarn which he gradu-

ted will , Tite to the game eongngatlon ancl tell it to ignore a ' ,., I ,., f 
the re~olution takr>n by the entr.~ l > 1. C: rence of American 
Rabbis bccaus2 it i:.:- unjn"t ~nd un-.\m.:ncan, etc. \Vhat will 
be the outcome'? You will introd~1ce [\..Il t:h:n:.mt of bitter con. 
flict within the cong:-ecation. It i, ,10t J,ractical and it cannot 
work. • 1 , · ju _gml l i"', .. n i it g'>e;; cant~ut·y lo lh1; c\ietates of 
mv heart ~ th, t , II :, 1 c: n logiertl1y do 1 • to adopt p:iragraph 
u·or the r so1u ion, n m"'ly : · ·T1, l the Confer2nce exprc··~s 
its ctmdction that tho::: _ dealing \\'ich lhe mn.tt~r of placement 
of 'haplains ~houhl in t heir IE- ~t r uf e ntacl urge the con. 
gregalion to gin~ priority to 1-. .. turning Chaplains a a matter 
of patriotic deference to th'),:;_ who ha\'~ served their country." 
If Rabbi .Heller·~ ~tatemenL is t:>rrec·t this mor!ling, that wher
en :r this patrio..ic.- :-ipp~<.tl \\ a:; nude to a congreg3Lion, the con. 
gregation i1wariably eomµ1:ecl, then you will h:iv~ accomplished 
your purpo--e. You cannot lr~i:::;late th':.-'."')e thing~. You can 
only count on t;1e good will and p·nriotic :~n-.;e oi your congre. 
gation. I think that :-uch a letter <.:oming fr m th~ Conference 
should he ~ent to tlv, heads of Hebrew 'nion Colle~e, an<l 
Jewi:;h Institute of Religion a: the unanirnou~ sentiment of 
this body, and I think you y;ill acl'.omplish all that you can 
logically hope to accomplish. 

·pon being put to ,•ote, the motion to continue the Emer
gency Placement Commit tee, was lo~t by a vote of 38 to 59. 

It wa._ moved and seconded that Re_comm0 ndation B of 
Section III, be adopted. 

President ~"'llrer: As I understand this recommendation we 
ask congregation to give preference to tho e men who have 
serYed as hap]ain~, who had Yolunteered as Chaplains and 
were not accepted, or who were di$qualified for physical rea on . 
That . hould be inclu<l cl in an amplified 'tatement. That i 
the re olution which I think we ought to adopt and which 
can be enforced. 

The motion was adopted by a vote of 70 to 45. 

Rabbi Jssarman: Doe~ thi:-- motion include conscientious 
objectors? 

I'rcs·itlent .;ilrer: I ,tah:cl definitely that it does not. That 
would require sp .... cial action. 

It wa:; moved am.I aclopte:d that a copy of the resolution 
adopted be sPnt to all the con 'r~gation • belonging to the Union. 

A religious service \\'-i:; con ud c,1 by Rabbi E.l~ar E. Sisk.in. 
The Conference adjourne<l. 
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FRJDA Y 110H?\1XG, Jl'XE 28th 
The Conference rea~:::unbJed ai 9::w A.l\J., at H ot(l] Slwrman 

with the Vicl-l nddf: nt Abraham J. Feldman, in the Chair. The orcning pr. ~·er was cfr)J:v,•r d by Rr:bbi Mf'yc•r ]\,filler. , 
The morning b inn- d '· >1 eel w Religious F.duc:ation, the 

Vice-1 rr. id nt tur 1ed t1 e ~av'-1 ovrir to Uw Chairman of the 
Commit "'~ on Rfl'rr·m,-; Ed c:i i· n, Rr!bl i .l.i on I. F U':r. 

A paper on Pr • n D~.y Co"': .i :r ~ t jon Practices in Liberal 
Jewish C01~gr£r,.1tions wP~ r ad by R~M,i Alh-rt T. B!lgr:1y. 

A pap€r on Pr ent D:-!y fbr l\Iitzvah Practices in Liberal 
Jewish C01 grcgatio!ls was read by Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn. 

Rabbi Bilgr2y r0ad recommendations of the special committee on Confirm3tion Practices. 
After a question and discussion period, the recommendations 

were referred back to lhe Committee on Religious Education 
by a vote of 64 to 20. It was moved and adopted that the 
paper and recommendations be printed and mailed to the 
members and that the Committee on Religious Education 
shall present a new set of recommendations to the nPxt Convention, after considering the points raised in the discu ion and suggestions sent in by members. 

It was moved and adopted that the incomini :Executive Board be instructed to appoint a Joint Committee on Pulpit 
Placement together with the Cnion of American Hebrew Con
gregation ; that thi •• committee be asked to proceed with the 
study upon the basis of the work that was done in the past, '1nd lo report to the next mePting of the Conference. 

The Report of the Committ e ~on President's l'vlessage was pre ·en led by Rabbi olomon B. I· r ehof. 

REPORT OF THE C0).1\1ITTEE ON THE 
PRE:'IDE~T'S ~1£ AGE 

• R I I . To ti(' C ' tral rm (, rcttt't n: .1 m<'nC(Hl (l) Jl8, 

tOLLI:: \Gt.:E ·: 

ThP Central Conference of American Rabbis through the Com
mittee on th Pre Hent ·=-- ~le::;~•i~e is deeply grateful to its honored 
President, Abba Hillel ilver, for his mesc:age to the 57th Conven
t ion of the Conferenc . Rabbi s;l\•er's rich tal0 nts of mind and 
speech, his great s n·ice based upon his strong comradeship for the 
people of Israel and hi profound understanrli~~ of the problem of 
the po~t-war world, are all reflecte l in this magnificent me~sage. 

\Yith regard to the specific rPcommendations, we beg to make the following report: 
The fir:t recommendation, "In ome appropriate manner, the 

Central Conference of .\merican Rabbi· will wish to honor its 
members who ::;en·ed as ('haplaimi in the se"ond world war 

' I ancl to record for future generations the story of the e men 
who went forth - mci-:l11u:he milcha m zh to serve their 

country, and who . o nobly matrh 0 cl their hour." ThP Committee 
on the President's :\Ie~~age co1,c•1rs in this recommendation and 
requests the Executh·e Board to a~t promptly thereon. 

The Pre::-hlent' recommendat ion L, " This Convention should 
decide, after full consideration of the . ubject, whether the Con

ference may regard the ntire matter of protecting the 
II inte~·ests of the returning chaplain as automatically disposed 

of or whether it is !-till desirable to retain some apparatus 
to me t pos.sible contingencies." The President's Me age Com
mittee has no report on this item ·ince the Conference has already acted thereon. 

The Pre3ident 's Committee wishes to record the following reso
lution regarding the third recommendation of our President con
concerning the salutary m,rnifestation'3 of religiou progres•.; in Amer
ican Jewi h life as raferr ri o hy the President in his message on 
pag , !> through 11. of his report, a follow·: " \Ve concur in the 

rccommenrlatio11 of the Pre-:ident and in the language and 
III "Pirit of his message to the following effect: - Religion in 

the atomic age, fac sit~ greatest cha llenge and opportunities. 
The core of r2ligion, reverence for God, i. not only the beginning 
of wi dom but the central tene of religious faith. R ligion is the 
only ag~ncy that can make man fre , can give meanin.,. and purpose 
to hi~ life. and bring joy to :-.tricken mankind. Insofar a men have 
departed from the great teachiug~ of religion they have lapsed into barbarism. 
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Israel, shattered in body and spirit by the experiences of the w~r, 
needs the healing balm of its faith. It dare not lose courage; its 
fears must be banished. This can be done by our people's return 
to and living its religion, by remaining the covenant-people h_ist?ry 
has pre-empted us to be. European centers of learning are victims 

• • "T rah" of the war and can hardly rise again on their old sites. 0 . 

must find a new home in America. Our generation is aware of th1s 
task and is preparing for its carrying out by the increased activity 
of national organizations, its seminaries and academics. . 

• to give We call upon all our members and their congregations . 
generous help to the great and historic task to build here in America 
a home of the "Torah." 

The President's fourth recommendation is as follows: "I am 
sure that the Central Conference of American' Rabbis will wish to 
pass a resolution calling upon the President of the United Sta~es 
to stand frm in his resolYe that these hundred thousand JewIBh 
refugees should be permitted to proceed to Palestine at once -

I • h the a request which he made mo:::-e than ten months ago and w uc 
Committee of Inquiry unanimously endorsed." The Commit_tee 

on Presi(!ent's l\1essage wishes to present the following 
I • "'" e ex-unan:mously adopted ~1 atPrnent and reso utwn: , 

. p • 1 nt of tl1e 
IV 

prp,;,;:,. our hfan 1, It appreciation to the resic e 
T • d S . . . d d upon the vmte tates for his Just and humanitarian eman 
British government to expedite the immediate immigration of one 
hundred thousand of our homeless brethren to Palestine - a deman~ 
which he made mort? than ten months a.go and which has the ~nani
mous endorsement of the .Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry for 
Palestine. In urging the immedi'",tP implementation of this dema~d, 
we ask that our go\'ernment ta1.P further cognizance of the im

perative necessity for open and unre;-;trirted settlement of additio~al 
hundreds of thousands of J<'\\'S " ·hose right to migrate to Palestme 
is fully recognized by the Ang!(1-Arneric-an Committee of Inquiry. 
In endorsing the CommitteP st and on the need for the admis3ion of 
the hundred thousand Jews to Palestine, we do not assent to those 
recommendations in the report \1.·11ich negate the British pledge to 
the Jewish people in the Balfour Declaration. Nor do \.Ve asser.t to 
those recommendations in the report which would paralyze Jewish 
development in Palestine an<l would do violence to the rights of our 
people in Europe. 

\Ve are further moved to express our deep sen3e of indignation 
and hurt at the unprov0kecl and malicious statement made by 
Mr. Bevin, the British Foreign Secretary, which deliberately 
impugns the high moiives of our govarnment and the American 
people in relation to the f!alvation of our broken people in Europe. 
It is an obvious attempt to confuse the mind of _the American people 
and to prejudice our case before the world. We trust thnt President 
Truman and our government will remain firm in their consistent 
and oft-repeated demands for justice to the Jewish people. . 

The President's 'recommendation on a reorganized Jewish Con
ference is as follows: "I recommend that the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis· should energetically cooperate in this task to 
bring such a body into existence, and'shquld give whatever leadership 
it can during the period of preliminary negotiations and planning, 
looking toward an early consummation of a long-cherished hope 
to achieve as large a measure of unity in American Israel as possible." 

The Committee concurs in the recommendation of the President 
in favoring democratic organizations of local Jewish Com-

V munity Councils, democratically organized, and urges all 
national organizaLions to cooperate with these local councils. 

With regard to the Pre3ident's sixth recommendation, the Com
mittee on Contemporanpous History resolution was referred to this 
Committee and is concurrent\\ ilh the President's statement. 

Our recommendation is as follows: ln line with the recommen
dation or the President, the Committee heartily favors the 

VI formation of local Synagogue Councils to give their special 
attention to religious matters which· they are uniquely com

petent to interpret and put into eff ert. 
The President's reccmrn..>n<l::i.tiun is as fc;!lows: "l recommend 

that this Com·ention sho.1ld ir.s•~uct the Exeeutive Board to study 
the problem (and if f tasible, c;.ir· Y out the _1a~k} of engaging a 
permanent executi,·e secretar:: for the Ccmmiss1on on Justice and 
Peace. This all important part of our program can no longer be 

carried on adeq:iately with Yoluntecr help alone. Should 
YII the Cn n c ,. An erhrn J1ehrew Congre~aticins unite with 

us to form a .Jo· lt Commi,-.,ion. and the Coni ... re11ce airees 
lo ~uch a Joint C"ornmi~~ion. the c--:pense would then be shared by 
the two organizations." 

The Committee concur$ in thi3 recommendation of our Presiuent 
with the understanding that there will be no abolition of our Com
mission on Social Justice and Peac:e. 

Re::pertfully submitted, 

S0Lm10:-,; B. FREEH'JF. Chairman 

BER~ARD J. B..UIBEHGER DA\"ID LEFKOWITZ, SR. 
HE RY J. BERKO\YITZ JOSHUA L. LEIB:MA~ 

MORTON M. BER~t.-'.X E~lIL '\\'. LEIPZIGER 

SAMUEL M. BLC)1E....;FIELD 

PHILIP D. BOOKST.\BER 

\VILLIA~l G. BRAt;DE 

BARUCH BRAG~STEI:-. 

SAMUEL s. COHO~ 

MAX C. CURRICK 

MAURICE~. EISE!\'DRATH 

. .1 .. RYEH J,C\' 

FELIX A. LE\'Y 

JuLl\~ M ORr.E!\STERN 

DA\'ID \\'. PEARDt.\X 

DA \'ID PHILYPSO~ 

DA no POLISH 

1L-\X R.\lsI~ 

HARRY ·w. ETTEL~O:S- JOSEPH R.u:cn 
G. GEORGE Fox \YILLI..\~I F. ROSEN"BLU~I 

LEON FRA~ SA).tl!EL SCHWARTZ 

~A'.\IUEL M. GuP "BR 'H ''" D s ·"" _..,_ • ·""·'' . HA\\' 
JAMES G. HELLER RAMUEL THUR'.\UN 

FERDINAND M. lSSERM.-\X JOSHUA TRACHTE1':BERG 

JACOB J . • WEINSTEIN 

The report ,vas received and the recommendations con-
sidered s.eriatim. 

Recommendation I was referred to the Executive Board 
Recommendations II- IV were adopted, • 
Recommendation V was adopted . 
A motion to refer to the Executive Board for re-wording 

was lost. 
Recommendation V 1 was adopted. 
~ecommendation yu was adopted as amended, to read: 
Tha~ t_h_e Execuh ve_ Board be instructed to explore further 

the poss1b1hty of engaging a permanent Secretary for th c 
mission on Justice and PC:ace, and if they find it poss~bl:7~ 
do so, to proceed to engage a permanent Secretary. 
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Drscussrn~ 

Rccnmnu :zdation r 

---

Rabbi Frisch: I am oppos.-:id to C'on<:urrence in the Pres~
dent's statement. I was <ldigh ted y ~tcrcby to hear the Presi
dent say that 1,vc sl:ould ob. " r'Ve neutr~Ji ty of the Conference 
and lea,Te the mat t<:r of a ttitu<lt:::,; lo individual members. Re
cently the Amcriean J c, •i,h Conference came> out puclicly, 
endorsing the demands of th<' Em<::1'gency Couneil of the Zionist 
Orgao.ization of Amt-rira for a J ewi~h :-;tate in !'~.Jestine. I 
submit that th:!t is not neu trality. 

Rabbi Sol Landman: Thi~ ConfEre!'lce is a religious organ
ization and b_fore we ac!opt the rccomm (.lndation of the Pro;i
dent's l\Iessage Committee, we ~hould know what will be the 
nature or the outlook of tliis prnpo:;cd AmErican JPwish Con
ference. \"\'ill it -:pe,1k for the Amerir.:n Jew who adheres to 
his faith, or \\ ill it spe; k for all J WS even though they do not 
profess the Jewish faith? It is true \Ve are sPeking unity in Amer
ican Jewish life but we should not <..o it by viewing ourselves 
as a national minority. \\'c find ~lready wher~ every secular 
organization in Amr:ri an Je,vish life is arrogating to itself the 
right to set up a r:ogr< m of rcligiom; v1ork. The newest thing 
is a program for Jewish educat ion. We should be very careful 
before adopting this rec:cn .mendation. 

Rabbi Freehof: I think the· last two peakers entirely mis
understand this r -corr.menc1ation. There is no permanent 
American Jewi ·h Confcrer..Lc in existence. There may never 
be one. There are cerlnin explorations being conducted to 
see whether there ~hm,ld be one. It is not dear what sort of 
a plan may be de med possible after the v~rious organizations 
and interests have be n taken into consideration. No plan 
will be adopted by r<.'pre1:;entatives of cur Conferenc-e until it 
has been presented to our Ccnfcr nee at " Convention . \Vhat 
the President states is this: "In the~e prdimim\r;v c•xplorations 
by which it is hoped that as much un1ty in J ewish life as pos-
ible may be brou:!ht about, we as a Confcrcnc·e should par

ticipate." The Pre::-ident ~t at(: definitely: "That the Confrrence 
shall give whate\·e:r h:a<!l n,hip it c-~n during thP- puiod of pre
liminary negotiation· t nd planni:1g, looking forward to an 
early consummation of a long chu·i~t• ed hope to achieve as 
large a rreasure of unity in .\[!' ' ri('an l-:rael as possible." In 
t his request of the President J or e.·ploratory contacts the Com
mittee has gladly concurrt:d. 

Rabbi Heller: This C'o:1f<. rc•nct• r,s already defined its at
titude 'toward the Amcfic-an Jcwi h Co~1ference, namely, that 
while it reprrsentatiYcs are fuHy at hbE;,rty to do anything 
thev .. , . tll(y co I 1,0· bi 1d the onfcr~nc:l>' it ,~lf which 
lak~. a ncutr J attitud •. '1 h·s do . not mean that the Amnican 
Jl\\ ish Conf rence h..IJ b,~ n ut ral it mean. that we retain 
the right ,vi thin th(' .\mcriean J ewish Conft.rence not to 2 s 0 _ 

ciate ourselve- with tl10~e actior.s which appear to us to violate 
our neutrality, while we tontinue to cooperate with the Con
ference in all oth r matter::-. Thi~ Confc,rrnc:e has gone on 
record any numb r of times as to the necessity for creating a 
permanent body whic-h -::110uld s, n·e a~ a democratic corrective 
of :::-ome of the t nc!llntit.'s in •. m ritan J~\'.ish life. All dis
cus~ion in ~ch-ancc ,!s t 1 v !1 t ~t-r t~1i:- mum, r1:c-orrnition of 
Je:ws a. a natiu1al rni:writy or a dist:us~ion of the principle· 
and practice:-. of ::-uc-h a body b ,fore thL'Y hav0 begun to be 
explored, seems to me pn:mL lure. I ~ee no rea..;on \\hy this 
Conference cannot exprl'::.,S its interest in the \·enture, its will
ingne~ to coop rate, and it · ngerrn:~s to be of help. 

Rabii Samml .~. Colw,1: From what has been said it seem 
we arc not prepar d lo ckal •.-.:i tl1 thl' m'":tter intellig ntly; we 
have not even the text of the Prt:>. idt m '::- ::'\fes:-.age before us. 
we are in no position to debat(> it ~uflicienLly. I think the matte; 
should be referred to tht.; Exeeut i\·e Board :so that they m!ght 
in. truct our repre!;entatives who , ·ill be a!'ked to cl~al with 
the formation or m·ganizat ion of a pnm::mcn t Am iican J €\\ i:-h 

onference. 

A motion t o reft!r the recomrm:ndaf on to the Executive 
Board wa::- Jo, t . 

R~bbi Datid Pl ilip., t: A_ yo 1 a ll know hy my record, I 
a!~ 111 ab<-oh,tt:: ~~mJa thy ,·1•h the tand taken by Rabbis 
F risrh_ and Landman, but bcyun I our indi,·idual opinions 
t~ re 1s the hope _tha· th~re m~) be unity in America:i l~rael. 
\\ hether th~t unny c·an \ r be athit\ )cl I do not know. I 
Yoted for tl11-- pa:-,a!!e b a . e l nott: I thal the Pr sidc.·nt ·1 
I ) l l . . , \\ 10 
10 c s t 1e op~o::-1t_e \ 'J w from m> ,;, on c 1 tain quest ions, was 

'\'PrY C'areful 1_n In~. Jan,:,mwc. I felt that we> could adopt thi::
recomm ndatron without ~acri11c..ing oui· u \"n 1,oint of view. 

A religious ~t:rvii..:e was condudcd by Rabbi Arych Lev. 
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FRID.\ Y ArTeR. TOON 
The 'onfrr nre l'(la. scmLkd at 2:30 .P.?\T. 
A papez· on The Fm ction of the J:xecutfrc , ecr tary in the 

... lodcrn SJ n: o \ rs r . I I y JI Jr. Irvi?JI! I. Kntz, J>n ident, 
.i. 'ationnl A tiation of T 1 ~ 1 St er tari s. 

Grc.cling ,, r f ·t nd I I )r. Bilk, ~m, C}:nirman of the 
J!linois Jpt r-1 ei. I Co .- nd r pr entative of the Fcdu • ...l C' u:r.ci! in t .cu .._ r 1ic s. 

A di C'U j n on "Tri~ h 11 ct of t hP Cl ... y1la inry 'pcm the 
hnph in'' ~nd "1 he Tr "n 1 ti n of frat Imp2ct in the Life 

of the,S) m·crrg, •• , nc; p rticipat .. d in by Ifobb:s :Milton Rosen~ 
baum, AJvin I. l• ine, !.;ari S. Stone, and Samuel 11. Silver. 

For p.1pcr~ see Appendix G. 

The report of t 1,c C'ommittu.' on Resolutions was read by Rabhi Julius l\fr1 k. 

REPORT OF CO:\L UTTEE ON RESOLUTIO~S 

To tie ('t., !ral C,p1_f ercnr.c , f A merfrn 11 Rahbis, 

COLJ.EAGUES: 

Your Comm:ttee on fl::,,-.,•)b""i· ns herewith submits to the Con
ference the resolution:-; which were rcie,·red to it together with its 
actions on the \'arious resolutions: 

I 
Be it resolve I that th 0 m~mbers of the ('Pntral Conference of 

American Rahl,i • instruC't the Executive Board to review the stand 
of tlie C<'ntral ('onfc>rc>'lce on int, •r marriage, and to rcptJrt hack 
to the n<'xt (' nf r •1 c> ". 1 t ie int nt of h,n-ing the Conforenec• 
make> a de"laration rc>:te .. d,16 0 _. m'.J lifying it~ prt>vious stand. 
1-'ERDIXAXO .:\1. I ssr:::n:,1.\~ 
SOLO\fO • B. FREEHOF 
11 \ X C. CURR I CK 

HERBERT I. BLomr 

Jur.ru"' G ORDON 

J03SPH L. BARON 
s ,. mi-:r. D. SosKI-.J 
,ToSEPH R . X ..\ lWT 

Your c :>mmittee rec:>mme:ids the aj:>ptiJn of this resolution. 
The rccommcndatinn ,,I the commitkc wa~ concurred in. 

II 
Resolved, that the act:0:1 t ,,...11 hy the Conference in regard to 

priority in pulpit placement for returned <'h.1pl:tins is intended in 
no way to prejudice c.o 1gre6atio:, again ;t comidering the can<iidacy 
of rabbis rec1lJ~ni1.1•<l hy th12 Chapl,iinry CommittE.!C as Conscientious Objectors. 

DUDLEY \\0 ElNBER11 
ELY E. PII.CHIK 
Ar.vi:-: S. Lucus 

Fcrrn ,~,\:\'D 1\1. lHSBlt.\1 \'\" 
Arm \fJ,\:\f J. FCI.1>:\J,\~ 

ARYEH L E \' 

Your committee recommends the adoption of this resolution. 
The recommendation of the eommit tee was concurred in. 

II I 
B e it resolved that this Conference, r~cogni.dng t he im portanre 

of the Sabbath and Holv Day tradition in the preservation of J ud • 
aism, urge.,:; that the bns:ness omc~s of Jewish philan t hropic and 
other communal organizations (not en~age<i in unusual emergency 
services) be closed on Sabbath and on the Jewish holidays. 
FERDINAND .. -f. ISSERMAN 
SoLo,rnN HEnusT 
K ARL RtCIITER 
ALFRED J OSPE 

S0 ... 0:10:-.: B. F REEHOF 
::\f.Ax C. CuRm<'K 
JULIUS GOHDON 
,J.nu:s A. ·wAx 

Your committl~e recommends the following sub~litute resolution: 
The CCAR urges that the busines::; office:; of J ewish philan

thropic and other communal crganizations be cl')sed on the Sab 
ba th and all Jewish holidays, l!n th::i.t this iuformation be trans
mitted to all national offices of organizatitlns concerned and that 
they be asked to c::mvey this rc:5:>lutb=i t) fo~ir cJnstituent b :)dies. 

The recommendation of the committee was adopted. 

l': 
One of the main pur1ns--.; or o tr C'onfort>nce being to help its 

members in th~' de\·elopment of t 11e hi he ·t ,tarnlards of rabbinical 
!.. rvice and in the :::olution of the many problems with which rabbis ~e I . 1 • . have to deal, the Execufr,c ~oan i-; ierc:>y instructed to set aside 
one morning or afternoon se ~?on at each Co11ference a an executive 
se~sion limited to the rabbinical member.; of our Conference for 
discussion of suc-h profo~""ional pr ,blcm • 

HEHM ~~ ~ DI C 
J \~IEL L. I) \ \"IS 

Pm:,;1:.\ ~ ~101,LEH 

\\'II .I I.Ut F. Ro'.,1::-:n1.t;~.\ 
~1 \X REl<'HLF.R 

HARRY J. 'TERX 
HE:--RY .J. BEHKO\\"ITZ l'llll.lP D. BOOK.STABER 
~ll)~EY ~1. LrF1W\\ ITZ JA<'Oil K . ...:HA:-;K!lfAN 

Your commit~ee recommends the adoption of this res :>lution. 
The recommendation of the c:ommitle:e wa concurred in . 

\" 
Be it resoh·c<i tha:.. the Executive B a::-d of the Central Confer

<•nce of .\rnerican Rahbis be ini::tructed tu arrange for the issuance 
of a bulletin prior to the high Holy Duy:; containing the re ·olutions 
and action of the Central Conicrence of American Rabbis and that 
this bull ,tin he sent to the member~ of t:1e Couference, to the Presi
dents of congregation· of our members, to the Jewish Press, to 
JewLh libraries, and to otl:cers of leadin~ Jewish national organiza
tions, a~ well as to the major religious bo:li{~3 of all denominations in our country, and religiou-: periodical-. . 

, ',\)llJEL D. OSKIX 

'.\)tUEL I. Gur 
Fi::nDI~.\:-:o ~I. I s,Eft~IAX 

• L\con L. II .\LEvr 
ROBERT I. KAH~ 
l)A \ ' IO PHIi.iPSO~ 

Your committee recommends that this resolution be referred 
to the Executive Board for favorable consideration. 

The recommendation of the committee was adopted. 

\"I 
R oh-ed. that the qu tion oi ,le\\ b.h Parochial School be taken 

up for con-:idPration and pro •ramming hy the Commi ·ion on JewLh Ecluca ion. 

P1m.rr I . B K. TABEH 
H1mc;;c1rnr. LE\'I!\" 
H \HRY . PA To n 

LEO~AHD J. ROTHSTEi l'. 
IL\lmY \V. Ern:r ... ~o~ 
DA \'ID RAAB 

SAUL D. APPELBAU~t 

Your committee does not approve of th is resolution. 

The original re,olution \',as ref rred to the ExecutiYe Board for consid ration. 
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\"II 
Resolved, hat tl e .:.' rh"tra h1 C< n ir,itt"e be insaucted to devise 

oncretc forms f di ·-1:n•!ry a·· • o rlPal '.\itli m1.1mhers of the 
~onferenee "h0 dey·• t fr m th· L: al c tlc, formulat~d by the 
CCAR, 

B, it furth - re~ ,,. 
the member co. gre., 
greg:!tio r a 1 1 dirn 
~hould be o'l "·' e 

1 

• f' h1l1· a 1 1 sernce-.. o a ra ' • 
T l t t, l' T~xe u • " 

l • 

II \HRY h. '.I l \~ 

C ' :- 'lt'" <:om::11mica e \\i::h 
1 f 'unerira11 Hebrew Con-

"r att t',• l ethical ,'a:idards that 
·r • .il .• , ('' ·1, itte ~ \ ·hen eugabing the 

ifor<>!V•e e hstructerl to 
• l'tl \ at \0 

tV'xt rn "' ing. 
!I ,I 'J l'o• .LAC!~ 
Jt I.IC !\l.ATIK 

J'J;RI)L • \:-,.'.D ~\L l:.:si-:r.-.1,\:-; 
\ "a TOP. E. REI "Hf'HT 

~ \ \lUl.::I TF~IT ~,.B \ L' 1 Er HI!\ I.I rm.--cH 
.\nn nt \"o:., i::-..: Gomm ·::-.; J ,a-:-- G. rm.u:a 

H .\l!Iff 1: ''-JU(; 

Your committee approves of this res:ilution. 

DISCL'S..'.10~ 

\"I 

Rubl,i !Joo l: ta11c;: 1 c~mnnt tt11d· r::::t,n,l why tht• committer ( hje:et, to r f rrir.g t hi.., r :-olution to l he Commi:--::;;on on Jewish 
Education. Tl·e Comrni ion "r.n hring in :-ome ~ Latemcnts on the whole <r:.1e:-tion of the parochi,ll ~,~hook It is a problem 
in m:.•ny comm!mitit'.-... The1·e i. an, t icn,t! rrnwrment for Jewish parochial =-chooL,1 ~ncl J woul i li.l'.e to know why the c-ommittee did not , ppro\· . 

Rabbi 11f ark: Your c·ornrnittt:Ll fE.lt that the Conference wc,ulcl noL be pardculai :y inter ·,tcd in a di.:-c·u"'~ion of the ::-ubjL ct of Jewish p~roehial :-chooL. 

Robbi Book~tab r: 1kning:- are being caJled in c.,very st1.te 
to di!_::CU tlii~ ouestion. and oµe:n forum ar being hll<l on 
the que ion. I think th· C'onfu< nl'e r:,hnuld t'.lke omc action and cltt1·ify the -ituation with Tl gc,rd t, tlie . tand of our own 'ommi:--..ion on Je\\ i h Education. 

RHbbi Ravrh: It is not m ')ret· a que ti,m of parochial <·l10ols. 'fh1..1 e i a mo, <:men in th; c untry for a JPwi. h 
univcr:-ity a: p: rt of : n dforL to introduce .,pecial ,Jewish , c.-hool • I think the enti. • qu tion t:, ll.s for tu ly. 

A r 10tion to ... d pt tr nega ·n• recommendation of the 
commit ee "r lo. t. 1 \\ a mo\ (1 d and adopted that the res
olution b • r ~UTLd to th r:~€eudve lioard for c·onsidrt\tlion and dispo al. 



fl ox 10. J·c, 'L /.,(l -------.Fran .. -1,l .fl!L--

The report of the N'omiPat in~, Committee was pr"'sented by 
Rcbbi Ru1an·i B. Gittelsohn. 

REPORT OF l'\O:\rJX.'i.TI~G COM:\HTTEE 

To tl,e Cn•fral Cm faeurc nf Amrriron RC1 1Jl i.~. 

COLLEAGt;ES : 

Your Committee beg~ lc-aYe to ~uhmit the following nominations : 

President. . ........... . .......... ABBA HILLCL SILVER 

Yice-Presidm1t .................. . ABRAl!A'.'.f J. FELDMAN 
Treasurer ................. .... . ... HARRY s. l\1ARG0LIS 

Financial Secretary ........ ........ ~ID~• Y L. Rd: mR 

Admini~trati\·e S{'creta1T ........... I SAAC E. l\lARCUSON 

Exr::ct:Tin::: Bo \RD 19-16- 1917 
LOUIS I. E GELSON 

JOSEPH L. BARO~ 

DA~IEL L. D .\VIS 

A1mx:v1 1\1. GRA\rso---: 

Hl lG- 1 fl-t8 
ROBERT I. KAHN 

LE\"! A. OLAN 

JOSHUA TRACHTENBERG 

CON'FERE:-;'CE Rr::?U.ESENTATIVES 0~ 

EXECl'TI\"E BOARD - U. A.H. C. 

1947-1949 
MORTON' ~1. BER'.\UN' JOSHUA LOTH LIEB)fAN 

JACOB J. \VEI~STEIN 

1947- 1950 
BAR~ETT R. BRI<' KXER JAMES G. HELLER 

Lours L. \L\xN 

RABBI~ICAL PE:-JSION' BOARD 

LOUIS BINSTOCK HENRY T AVEL 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROLA'liD B. GITTJ.:LSOH-...;, Chairman 
SAUL B. APPELBAU~l :\I .\X\\'ELL L. SACKS 

HERBERT I. BLOO~t LAWRE~CE W. SCH\VARTZ 

HARRY ESSRIG JACOB K. SHANK~fAN 

ALAN S. GREE~ ALBERT M. SHULMAN 

DAVID s. GRUBER Lou H. SILBERMAN 

ELY E. PILCHIK 

FREDERICK I. RYPIKS 

\V~L B. SILVERMAN 

,fo.MES A. \\-AX 

DAVW \VlCE 

The Report o: the Committee on Xominalions was unan
imously adopted and the Secretary ,vas instructed to cast 
a bal1ot for the officers, members of the Executive Board and 
Conference representatives named in the report. 

The report of the Committee on Thanks wa~ read by Rabbi 
Sidney 1\1. Lefkowitz. 

REPORT OF COM1'HTTEE ON THANKS 

To the Ccntr~l Confcrcnre of AmC'rircm Rabbis, 

COLLEAGUES: 

The CCAR in Con\'ention assembled Ji:ne 23- 30 in Chicago, Il l., 
voices its deep appreciation to all who haYe contributed so felici
tously and generously to the \\ell being of the Convention. 

We wish particularly to exprc.~s our warm gratitude to: The 
Chicago Federation of Refdrm Syna:~ogs : to its President, Mr. Sam
uel Kassel, and to its Dire"t 0 1· , Rab~)i Phineas Smoller; to the 
Chicago Rabbinical Association. and its President, Dr. Samuel 
Blumenfield; to Temple ~halom a"ld to Tem1Jle Isaiah-Israel; and 
to the Illinois Federation of Tem;)l~ Sisterhoods and its President, 
Mrs. Arthur Buchhand, to th~ Board of Jewish Education of 
Chicago; to the Ameri,..an .Jer,:i"'h Art Club of Chicago, whose work 
was presented to us by our colleague, Rabbi F:fraim Rosenzweig; 
to the CCAR Committee on 1lu'iC', under the chairmanship of 
Dr. Jacob Singer; and to our co!leagues for their Sf'holarly and 
inspiring presentation!- ancl discussion~ and to the presiding officers 
of the Conf ere!1ce. 

·we also expre3s our tliank3 to t'.1e m:rngeme!1t of the Sherman 
Hotel and to the Covern~•H an,l Standard Clubs for their contribu
tions to our comfort and enjoyment; and to the local public press for 
its ample coyerage of our proceeding'>. 

To all who lent their efforts to insure the s:iccess of the !5?th 
Annual ConYcntion of tl1e CCAR "e ackno,vledge our deep in
debtedness. 

Re8pectfully subinitted 
' 

Sw:--EY - I. LEFKOWITZ, C'J,a ir mun 
L .\ \\ HF.:~KE BLOCK 

:\!ORTO:-i" J. COHX 

HERBF::RT E. DROOZ 

ALBERT :-.1. LEWIS 

LOUIS S .\ TL0\\" 

The report ,vas recei \·ed and adopted by a rising vote. 
The Conference a<ljourn('d . 

FRJ DAY E\·E~IXG 

The Cpnference a:-;.--{!mble<l for divine services al Temple 
Sholom, at 8:00 o'clock. 

The in\·oc~tion w~-- o~er0d by R.ibbi Julius A. Leibert. 
The Evemng Sernc2 from tke Cnion Prayer Book wa d 

by Rabbi Dudley \Yeinberg. s rea 
The Conference Lecture was dc~Jivered by Rabbi l\fort . l\f 

Herman. (Appendix B) on • 
The Adoration and Kaddish was read by Rabbi Herman E 

Snyder. • 
_The benediction was pronounced by Rabbi Abba H"II 

Silver. 1 el 

SATL'RDA Y i\fORXlXG, JUXE 29th 

The Conference as~embled for divine worship at 10 o'clock 
at Temple Isaiah-I rael. 

The in,·ocation was offered bv Rabbi David 11 r E' hh Th . . • _i_, ax ic orn. 
e SdabbbaRth b:\bI?1O·nm~ 1s ernce from t.he l;nion Prayer Book 

was rea y a 1 avH I. Cedarbaum. 
The ,veekly portion from the Torah was read b Rabbi 

~Iorton J. Cohn. y 

~fhe Conf ere nee Sermon was delivered by Rabbi B . . 
Friedman. (Appendix C) enJamm 

The Adoration and Kaddi:.,;h was read by R:ibbi B 
Klausner. erlram 

The benediction was prounoucecl by Rabbi Ab 
Feldman. raham J. 

The music of bolh services was a project of th C 
Committee on Synagog :Vlusic. e onference 



JOD ;jQ~O. D O.~ 10. --G.\L.69. --- ---.-Frank 

SATURDAY EVE. TI~G, 8:00 o'clock 

A progr~m of Jewi 1 l tu ic und 't the auspices of the Co_m· 
mittee on Sy1rr g :\1u ir, v·rs pr r.t'1d ender tlie direction 
of ~fr. Abba L· 1fcr. Org ... ri: ~ nd r11e·1• DiterL0r, Temple 
l\Iizpah and Chit c go : . i Confr"'gation, al the College of 
Je\vish Studies. 

At the conclusion of the pmgrarn the following resolution 
(as amended) "as adopted, r f er a motion lo go into executive 
session w:1s Io:-t by a ,·ote 22 to 36, \':ce-President Abraham J. 
Feldman pre:sic,iPg. 

It was moved and adopted that the res~lution be referred 
back to an nlarg d committee for the addition of verbal 
changes and sugg st:ons made on the floor. 

The Central ConferencP of .Ame,ican P..:i.b!>i.; in convention as
sembled in Chicago. 111. has just lc.mwd the shocking news of the 
unconscionable arrc.:;t of mtmbers of the E. ecutive of the Jewish 
Agency in Pa!e.;tin11 and of thou andc, of other Jews; and of other 
acts of violenc~ and t0 rr ,1· tantamount to the i•rnuguration of war 
by the :Sriti. h authorities an t h Jews of PalP3tine .. '\Ve are outraged 
even further by .the manif ~.;tly delib~rate desecration of the Jewish 
Sabbath by this wanton viu'at i,m of one of tha basic elements of 
religious freeriom a:1d which rcpre,ent3 a r1::vrr.:1ion Lo the barbaric 
practices of ancient Syria am: Rome. 

This Conf ~rencc of flO~ . ..\merica.1 Rabbis is unable to express 
adequately in words its g,.-i f and it.~ houor at th~c;e unprecedented, 
unjust Gestapo acts. 

In the bitter struggle of the f o:-ce~ of rii;ht a,Tainst the powers of 
evil, the Jews of the wodcl : laye1l a 1:aliant part and Palestinian 
Jews particularly distinguished them~elves in spite of the un
friendly and un"ympathetic at ti t • e of the British Colonial Ad
mini"tr~tion in Pale tine. 

It is a matter oi recor 1 tha t:ie Pal~.,;ti ian Jews under the 
guidance of the Je',\'ish Agency have been an in\·aluahle and an 
indi:;pensable factor in i llied victory. 

In \·iew of the importa·1t roll' ', + h ... titanic struggle played by 
Jews of all leads : nd of which th · ;4 ,, -s of Pale.:;ti?1c• are a part, we 
had a right; t exp ~t that qimo ; ~jcc: would have been meted 

• out to our people every ,·here. bu . in-:;teu..l of ju:;ti..:c. Jewry has had 
thr:.i:;t upon i the infamous ,vhite P?.p"'r, opprcs::.i,·c and tyrannical 
measures in Palestine, continuou aggr,.,.,ive arnl provocative acts 
against Pale:;tini:rn Jewry; the brea!dng of sacre,l promi.3es and now 
the suprem • a.!t of h2trayal. the arr~ t of the E· .. ecati\·c of the Jewish 

!Tencv and thousands of others. 
0 • 

,,·e, the member3 of the Centml Confere 1ce of American Rabbis 
are resolv1:d to rcsi-:t this act of fla-~rant injustiee with all the morai 
power at our command. \ ·c l.ereby petition the President of our 
country to use his goon off cc.: to procure the immediate release of 
the mem lJp;--: of he Execufr,·e ♦ genry and of all other ,·ictims of 
this t('rror • 1 r, c dur . an l the prompt implementation of that 
recommend:nion c, ti e .\.nglo-. merican Inquiry Commi~sion's re
port to call for th~ unconditi 11. l admi_...sion c,f one hundred thousand 
Jews into Pal1;:;;tine. 

\Ye are firm in the con drt ion that the moral conscience of Amer
ica i~ in full agreement \\ it h our d~nd: \\ ill ~up port our protest and 
will join us in thi:s appeal in the n .. me of the God of justice. 

MAURICE . T. EI::-ENJH:.\ TH G. GCORGE Fox 
J l:LIU~ GunDo:--: 

Dr ·cl'. ~m:--; 

Rabbi Philip::-on: , :".:. are al~ very d:eply moved at what 
has taken plate on tm:- black Sa,Jbath. ~ o wonL are adequate 
to expre~s our de p-:-"atl:Cl hOJTOl'. I p rsonally have durin 
all my life been a gre=-i.t nd nirer of Grc>n.t Britain, but by thi! 
act of hers t?day, if pru\·en tru,~, (of that I want to be sure) 
~he has forfeit cl all the respect and fie love which I and man 
other., have had for Gr\?at Britain. I therefore wish to recor~ 
my de:-~est ::-orrnw and di:appointment at what Lhe British 
authormes ~1ave d01w. It 1~ cruel,_ it i:; unjust, it i. frightful. 
I do not thm~ we ne~d a:ld_ anythmg to the rrsolution which 
was brought 1_n; I th1~ • 1t 1s ad q_uate. Ilut I would like to 
urge the carrying out of the ~ugge:st10n that a committee sh uld 
take it personally to \Va~hintrt~n and pre:-ent the resolu~ion 
of the C01~ference, a the expre.::::-10n of all of us, and if possible 
I hould hke to be one of the committee. 

It was moYed anct adopted that a committee of three 
• • f R bb. F 1· , con-

s1stmg o a, Is e ~x A. LQvy, l\Iaurice . r. Eis,•ndr·:i.th d 
D • 1 1~h·1· b • ' ' an 

a\'tci 1 1p-;on, e appomted to delin•r the protest to p · 
l 'f • res1-

c nt rum~n m p r.-,~n. and that the Secretary send a copy of 
the re~uluuon to e\·ery memb1:1· of the Confr•rence. 

1 t wa~ moved and ~ dopted. under . uspc,nsion of rules, that 
a me ag be .,ent to the Pr 1d nt pro te.1,1 of tlw Senate d 
the Sp •aker of the Hou,,e, urging that the life of the o ;~ 
be extendEd for one year. • • • 

The clo ing prayer and benediction w ~ 
Rabbi Julian . iorgenst rn. pronounced by 

The. s2"i~n c\o ed with the singing of E,1 Kelohenn and the 
St~~- pang.eel J.,. nne~ by all membrr:-. uf the Conference. 

1 he 011fo1·ence :;.dJourncd sine die. 
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