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OFFICERS: 1990-1851 

PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN, President 
Rochester, N. Y. 

JOSEPH L. FINK, Vice-President 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

PHINEAS 5MOLLER, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

ISAAC E. MARCUBON 1 Administrative Secretary 
Macon, Ga.. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. 

Dear Colleague: 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
117 GIBBS STREET 

ROCHESTER 5, N. Y. 

September 22, 1950 

EXECUTIVE BOARD: 

ALBERT G. BAUM, New York, N. Y. 
SAMUEL M. Bl.UMENFIELD , Chicago, Ill. 
LOUIS J. CABHDAN, Charleston, W. Va. 
FREDERICK A. DOPPELT, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN. Hartford, Conn. 
ARIEL L. GOLBERG , Richmond, Va. 
HENRY E. KAGAN, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
NATHANIEL M. KELLER, 

New Brunswick, N. J. 
SIDNEY M. LEFKOWIT:t, Jacksonville, F1a. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
SELWYN D. AUSLANDER, Dayton, Ohio 
SAMUEL D. SOSKIN, Fort Worth, Texas 
DAVID L. ZIELONKA, Tam.I}&, Fla. 
MAURICE. L. ZIGMOND, ,Cambridge, Mass. 

By the unanimous decision of your Executive Board, there will be 
an extraordinary session of the Conference in Cleveland on Monday, November 
13th, at 1:30 P.M. The purpose of the session is to give consideration to 
the recommendations of the Chaplaincy Committee, as unanimously approved by 
the Executive Board. 

Facing the requirement of nearly one hundred new Jewish chaplains 
at the earliest possible date, facing the likelihood of increasing and 
prolonged chaplaincy needs, the Committee has recommended a voluntarily 
accepted selective service program similar to that which was adopted by the 
Rabbinical Assembly in World War II, and has been recently reinstituted by 
that body. I am enclosing copy of the Proposed Chaplaincy Procurement Plan, 
as approved by the Chaplaincy Commit tee and the Executive Board. 

It was the judgment of your Executive Board that a plan of 
such far-reaching consequences should be considered by the Conference as a 
whole. Obviously it could not be effective without the support of the 
Conference as a whole. If the plan is adopted, its rules should be regarded 
as just to all and binding on all. 

With the cooperation of the officers of the U.A.H.C. the 
emergency session will be held during the Biennial in Cleveland. We plan to 
meet promptly at 1 :30 Monday afternoon, the 13th. If the discussion is not 
concluded by 6 :00, we will meet again late that evening. If further time 
is required, the officers of the Union have agreed to postpone the discussion 
on Placement from Tuesday morning to Tuesday afternoon. 

I am addressing a special communication to the President of 
your congregation, as per the enclosed, urging him to make possible your 
attendance at the Conference session. I do hope you will make every effort 
to be present. 

Again, best wishes for the New Year. 

Cordially, 

Philips. Bernstein 

If your congregation is not a member of the Union, please send 
the name and address of your President to Rabbi Marcuson, so 
that a letter can be sent to him asking that the Rabbi be sent 
to the meeting. 





RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, D. D. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

RODEF SHALOM TEMPLE 

FIFTH ANO MOREWOOD AVENUES 

PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA 

October 30, 1950 

East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter -which I have just sent to 
Maurice Eisendrath. The idea may or may not appeal to you; but I 
should like you to know what my thoughts are a t present on this matter 

in which you and I seem to have caused quite a stir. 

I look forward to seeing Virginia and you in Cleveland. Lillian 

has been in the hospital for two weeks with colitis, but we count on 
her being well enough to be in Cleveland. 

SBF/rsvr 
Enclosure 1 

As ever, 
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Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 

held at Hollenden Hotel, Cleveland, Ohio 
November 13, 1950 

An extraordinary m eting of the Central Conf r nee of Amer
ican Rabbis was held at Hollenden Hotel, in Cl v 1~nd, Ohio, on 
Monday, Novemb r 13, 1900, at 2:30 P. M. with 213 memb(:,rs pre -
ent. 'l1he Pre id nt Philip S. Bernstein was in the Chair. 

PRAYER: The me ting wa.s op ned with pray r by Rabbi Nel
son Glueck. 'J,he Presid nt explained that th purpos of th 
meeting was to adopt a plan by which sufflci nt chaplain a call-
ed for by the Unit d Arm Forces miO'ht b cnr d. 

RABBI ARYEH LEV peaking for the JHvision f Jewi h Ac
tivitie of the .J wi h W lfar Roard xplained th numlwr of Chap
lain that would b n d d and how they would b . all cat d b -
tw en th Orthodox, Conservat.iv and l{ form Gr up . RAHHT 
MAURICE LIEBERMAN,Chairman of the Conf r nc Chaplain
cy Committee told of th effort that had b en mad by th Con
ference Chaplaincy Committe to secur voluntary nli tm nt . 
He reported that over half of the men in the Chaplaincy age had 
voluntarily repli d that th would not nli t, but if an quitabl 
s.vstem of draft would be d viR d, they w<mld gladly r spond to 
the call. Habbi Lieberman then explain d th syst m which had 
h ., n work d out and which had b en a.ppr ved by th Executiv 
Hoard; nam ly, that th nam of ev ry m mb r f th ('onf r nc 
shall be put into th draft and the card numb r cl in the order in 
which th y w r drawn. From thi list the 11am of th m n 
within th draft ag shall be tak n in th ord r in whi h th y are 
number d. 'l'h .s sha11 b ub-divid d int two cat gori , m n 
who did s rv on ext nd ct active duty in "'orld \Var 'l,wo, and 
men who did not rv on xtend d duty in World War 'l'wo. 
'rlrn Ii ti again uh-divid d (l) singl , (2) marri d, (3) marri d 
with one child, (4) ma.rri d , ith m re tha.n n~ hild. 
A nwtion that the stud nt in th graduating cla in th ' m
inarit• b includ d in th po1l wa lost. 

It was sugg st d that it would be unfair f r old rm n b yond 
th Chaplaincy Ag to v t th you n~ r rn n in o s ~rvic . How
ever wh n the m n within Chaplaincy Ag w r ask d wh th r 



they wished to vot alon or that the whol Conf r nc should vote 
on the proposition, they unanimously stated that they want d the 
whole convention to vote, and that if called upon in the ordn of 
their numb rs in the draft, they were all ready to serve. 

'fi10 plan was adopt d by practically a unanimou vote. 

A Board of Appeals was named by th Pr ident of the Confer-
nee to consist of 5 x-presidents of the Conf rence: Al,raham J. 

Feldman Chairman, Abba Hillel Silver, James G. Heller Sol
omon B. Freehof and Jacob R. Marcus. Rabbi Jos ph F~ink th n 
explained the Joint-CCAR-UAHC & Seminary Commission which 
had been organized with 5 men from each organization for th 
purpose of drawing up and enforcing regulations for th protection 
of men who go into th service to see to it that th Congr gati n 
shall pa.y the a.la.ry differential; that hi. position hall b secur 
for 2 years aft r his return from the s . r ice that th t mporary 
ubstitute rabbi shall not be permitted to remain in the position 

which he was filling without the con ent of th reg-ular rabbi of 
the Congreg tion and any other a.rrangem nt that ma.y b n c '• 
ary to prot ct th m n in the r ice. 

Am tion wa mad b? Rabbi Freehof a.nd una.nim u ly a.dopt d 
that a r qu st hall b pr sented to the General Chaplaincy Board 
that the term of th Vhaplain shall not xceed two y ars. 

Re pee fully ubmitt d, 

I A E. MAR 'U 0 
Administra.tiv S r tary 

PLEASE PUT THESE MINUTES IN YOUR YEARBOOK 
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OP'P'ICll:1191 1990-1981 
.. HIUP •. 911:IINaTIEIN, President 

Rochester, N. Y. 
Jo••~H L. P'INIC. Vlce-Pre1idenr 

Bufalo, N. Y. 
PHINIEA■ SMOLLl:11, Trea1Urer 

La. Anaelea, Calif. 
laAAC IE. MAIICUaON. Admlniarrarlve Secrerary 

Macon, Ga. 
SIDNIEY L. RIEGNll:11, Flnanclal Secretary 

lleadina, Pa. 

COMMITTIEIE ON CHAPLAINCY 

Mo11111• L111:a1EIIMAN. Chairman 
Baltimore, Md. 

MOIITON M. 911:IIMAN, Vlce-ChaJnaaa 
Chicaao, Ill. 

ALalUIT G. ■AUM Secretary,New York 
MAUIIICIE N, 1E1a11:NDIIATH, New Y6rl. 
MOIITON c. P'IIEIIMAN, Tuba, Okla. 
ALVIN I. P'INIE, San Franclaco 

IIOLAND •. 81TTIEUOHN, Rockville Center, N. Y. 
NIEUON GLUIECIC, Cincinnati 
P'IEIIDINAND M. ·••11:11MAN, St. Louie, Mo. 
llmmtAM Kl,,lwND, Austin. Texas 
911:IITIIAM w. KOIIN. Philadelphia 
SIDNIIY M. LIEP'ICOWITZ, Jacbonville, Fla, 
ALaSIIT M. L1:w1a, Culver City, Cal. 
Juuua MAIIIC, Ne.w Yorlr 
MAaTIN Pall.l:Y, Louisvi 11e,.~ 
.JACO• M, IIOTHaCWILO. Atlanta, Ga. 
Jaco• P. RUDIN. Great Neck, N. Y. 
.JACO■ K, SHANKMAN, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
EAIIL S. 9TONIE, Cleveland 
IELICAN c. voo11aANGIEII. Milwaukee 

CONSULTANTS 

Lou,. I. IEGIEL•ON. Cinclnnad 
0AVID MAX IEICHHOIIN, New York 
.JO.HUA L. GOLDaSIIG, New York 
A■IIAM M, GIIANlaON, New York 
AIIYIEH LIEV, New York 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

Dear Colleague: 

COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAINCY 

Office of the Chairman 
7401 Park Heighta Avenue 

Baltimore 8. Maryland 

November 27, 1950 

On November 13, 1950, The CCAR, convened in extraordinary 
session in Cleveland, Ohio, considered and adopted the 
chaplaincy procurement plan recommended by the Chaplaincy 
Committee and approved by the executive board. A copy of 
that plan is enclosed. 

Also enclosed is a copy of the lottery drawing called tor 
under Article III of the plan. The list or names tor this 
drawing included ~11 members of the CCAR and all alWllli of 
the HUC-JIR. It will be recognized that not all men on 
this list fall within the scope of the plan. Some belong 
to other national rabbinic bodies and are in the jurisdic
tion of their respective rabbinical conferences. Some are 
disqualified tor chaplaincy s~rvice because they are not 
in the active rabbinate or are not ordained rabbis or are 
not American citizens. 

On the basis of this listing, and in terms (1) of the 
eligibility standards currently prescribed by the militar., 
establishment, and (2) the categories of priority set forth 
in Article III of the plan, the Chaplaincy colllDittee will 
now proceed to notify our men to appear before the Division 
of Religious Activities to secure ecclesiaet.ical endorsement. 
The present procurement quota for the Conference is to 
.fumish eleven chaplains by December 31, and an additional 
eighteen chaplains by June 30, 1951. This quota is, of 
course, subject to change, if more chaplains are requested 
by the armed forces. 

The ChRplaincy Comnd.ttee will welcome any questions you 
may have about the administration of the plan or about 
chaplaincy natters in general. Its records are open &t 
all times for your inspection. 

Sincerely ~& __ _ 
Morris Lieberman, Chairman 
Chaplaincy Connittee 



CHAPLAINCY PROCURnlrl~T PLAN 
Adopted by the CCAR - November 13, 1950 

I. Purpose: The purpose of this proposed chaplaincy procurement plan is to fulfill the obligation of the CCAR to assist in the providing of rabbis to meet the needs of the religious ministration to the men and women in the Armed Forces of the United States. This obligation is recognized as a primary one upon the Conference collectively and its members individually. The plan offers an equitable, fair and democratic approach which will meet not only the inrnediate need but which will serve procurement requirements to whatever extent these may be in the future. 

II. Jurisdiction: All members of the CCAR and all graduates of the HUC-JIR who do not belong to other national rabbinical associations shall be considered within the area of the operation of this plan. 

III. Method: It is the basic principle of this plan that the obligation of service as chaplain in the Armed Forces rest equally upon all members of the Conference in terms of their eligibility within the standards set up by the military establishment. Within these limits all members of the Conference will be requested to volunteer for chaplaincy duty according to the following categories of priority: 

A. 1-.:en who did not serve in World War II on extended active duty 

1. Single 
2. Married 
J. Married with one child 
4. Married with more than one child 

B. Men who have previously served on active duty 

1. Single 
2. Married 
3. Married with one child 
4. liarried with more than one child 

The sequence of priority in these categories shall be determined by lot. 

For the purposes of this plan the personal status of the members of the Conference shall be fixed as of November 13, 1950. 

IV. Requests for Exemion and Deferment: A special comnittee on appeals shall be established to which a requests for exemption and deferment from the operation of this plan shall be referred. The decisions of this conmittee shall be final. [embers of this committee shall be named by the President of the Conference. 

v. Non-conformity: The Conference delegates to the Executive Board the authority to take all measures necessary to obtain compliance with the requirements of the 
plan. 

VI. Ratification: This plan, having been approved by the Executive Board, shall be submitted to the Conference for adoption. 

VII. Joint CCAR-uAHC and HUC-JIR Action: The successful operation of this plan in its largest aspect requires the most intimate cooperation between the Central Conference, Union of American Hebrew Congregations and the College-Institute. Man;y questions present themselves whose solution will require the harmonious collaboration of these three agencies. It is recommended, therefore, that a joint CCARUlHC-HUC-JIR Comiasion, consisting of five members each, be appointed to deal initially with the following questions: 

A. Tenure, salary differential and position protection 
B. Replacement for congregations whose rabbis have been called into service c. Appropriate action as ~ be requested under the provisions of Article v. 
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ORDER OF DRAWIN~ 
COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAINCY 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF PJ.JERICAN RABBIS 
and 

THE ALUMNI OF THE HEBREVf UNI ON COLLEGE
JE'JVISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

NAME 

1. M. M. Abramowitz 
2. M. Aaronsohn 
). J. H. Kaufman 
4. Israel J. Gerber 
5. B. IQ.ausner 
6. M. Swarsensky 
7. A. M. Gunsberg 
8. Sidney Bogner 
9. J. H. Gumbiner 

10. Leonard S. Schofer 
11. A. Tarshish 
12. H. M. Orlinsky 
13. Jacob Rader Marcus 
14. Solomon A. Fineberg 
15. P. s. Bernstein 
16. E. H. Kronheim 
17. Herbert Yarrish 
18. Samuel Sobel 
19. N. Gerstenfeld 
20. S. Rosinger 
21. F. M. Isserman 
22. A. J. Barnston 
23. D. L. Davis 
24. M. Rosenbaum 
25. J. S. Shubow 
26. D. Lefk01vi tz, Jr. 
27. A. Shinedling 
28. B. A. TinGner 
29. J.M. Strauss 
30. Irving Mandel 
31. Ernst M. Lorge 
32. Noriran Diamond 
33. Herman Rosenwasser 
34. I.E. Marcusen 
35. B. Braunstein 
36. J. Kravetz 
37. E. Blachschleger 
38. David J. Seligson 
39. I. A. Melamed 
40. Morris M. Rose 
41. Aaron Ilson 
42. Solomon Gordon 
43. Ellis Rivkin 
44. Alfred Ylolf 
45. S. H~ Zahl 
46. Ma>-: Mace oby 
47. Harold Goldstein 
48. B. Korn 
49. Benno M. Wallach 
So. Emil W. leipziger 
51. Sel~g Miller 
52. Eugene Mannheimer 
53. C. na.ntinband 
54. A.H. Lefkowitz 
55. s. Teitelbaum 
56. Jordan Ta1:on 
;7. M. M. Berman 
~8. Isadore Budick 
59. M. 1v. Graff 
60. E. M. Rosenzweig 
61. Nathan Barash 
62. Jacob D. Schwarz 
63. P. D. Bookstaber 
c.,4 . L. M. Youngerman 
65. Alfred J ospe 
66. L.A. Josephson 
67. Sidney Jacobs 

No. 

68. 
69. 
10. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91. 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 

100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 
112. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119. 
120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 
124. 
125. 
126. 
127. 
128. 
129. 
130. 
131. 
132. 
133. 
134. 

NAME 

Arthur Chiel 
R. P. Jacobs 
H. E. Drooz 
c. E. Shulman 
Sidney Strome 
Samuel Geffen 
William Seligman 
Aaron Friedman 
Alvan Rubin 
s. B. Appelbaum 
Zwi Anderman 
Seymour Ba.umrind 
Frederick E. Braun 
Murray Rotman 
J.M. Rothschild 
Benjamin Rudavsky 
L. J. Rothstein 
A. V. Goodman 
Marcus Kramer 
Alexander Segal 
Nelson Glueck 
J. L. Ginsberg 
J. H. Freedman 
Louis J. Cashdan 
Meyer Heller 
Mitchell S. Fisher 
Hillel A. Fine 
Eli L. Cooper 
Maurice Galpert 
Edward Lissman 
N. L. Friedles 
z. H. Gutstein 
H.B. Pastor 
H. Hirschberg 
William Kr a.mer 
Emanuel Schenk 
Paul Richman 
Maxwell H. Dubin 
L. I. Newman 
Julius Halprin 
w. N. Schwartz 
Samuel Schwartz 
L. W. Schwartz 
Joseph Schwarz 
Meyer Passow 
Max Bretton 
Albert Ya.now 
Joel Zion 
Le on I. F'euer 
H. i. Schreiner 
Lou H. Silberman 
I. Harburg 
H. w. Ettelson 
C. M. Helfgott 
Israel L. Ka.plan 
F. I. Rypins 
A. M. Kamerling 
s. D. Ruslander 
J. L. Halevi 
J. M. Pines 
H. Hendel 
B. Harrison 
Herbert I. Bl oan 
J. I. Garfinkle 
Milton Weissberg 
Sidney Ballon 
B. J. Bamberger 



.. 
2 -No. NAME No. NAME 

135 Joseph L. Fink 210 M. C. Fierman 136 Louis D. Gross 211 s. B. Finesinger 137 Albert Michels 212 George Ende 138 Abraham Feldbin 213 J. J. Tepfer 139 Albert Troy 214 Solomon Foster 140 David Polish 215 Lee J. levinger 141 J. M. Cohen 216 N. Hershfield 142 N. M. Goldburg 217 Meir Lasker 143 Joe Gitin 218 Herbert Baumgard 144 Ernest Grey 219 James G. Eeller 145 David Eichhorn 220 Theodore N. lewis 146 H. E. Snyder 221 Moshay P. Mann 147 I. Warsaw 222 W. G. Plaut 148 Milton L. Shulman 223 S. E. Cherniak 149 Harry Lasker 224 Mayer Lipman 150 Dudley Weinberg 225 N. L. Rosenthal 151 Israel Margolis 226 Max Vogelstein 152 Albert L. Martin 227 Benjamin Kelson 153 Herbert Weiner 228 Jacob Honig 154 A. B. Belton 229 Iser Freund 155 Samuel Wolk 230 Julius N odel 156 A. S. Green 231 A. Shusterman 157 J. Soshuk 232 Julian Morgenstern 158 Morris Clark 233 Abraham Cronbach 159 Maurice I.efkovits 234 Alex Steinbach 160 Myron M. Meyer 235 Abraham Dubin 161 Isadore Breslau 236 Saul Habas 162 Leon Adler 237 A. A. Goldman 163 L. A. Greenberg 238 Israel Bettan 164 Victor E. Reichert 239 Robert A. Raab 165 Irving Hausman 240 Henry A. Schorr 166 Max Merritt 241 H. A. Fried 167 M. H. Schatz 242 James A. Wax 168 Emanuel Green 243 A. M. Shulman 169 Maurice Feuer 244 M. M. Perley 170 Julius Kerman 245 Bertram Stein 171 Arnold Shevlin 246 Samuel Horowitz 172 Jacob J. Weinstein 247 Harry G. Friedman 173 A. Haselkorn 248 F. S. Fierman 174 Harold I. Salzmann 249 J. H. Grollman 175 Earl S. Stone 250 A. A. Gordon 176 Saul E. White 251 Roland B. Gittelsohn 177 Henry L. Shwartz 252 Sanford Rosen 178 M. Kaufman 253 P. w. Jaffa 179 M. J. Abels 254 Jacob Turner 180 Melvin Weinman 255 Sidney Shanken 181 Max Raisin 256 L. Reichel 182 Samuel Halevi Baron 257 Eric Werner 183 Leonard Kasle 258 Nathan A. Perilman 184 Joseph L. Baron 259 s. Thurman 185 A. Guttman 260 r. J. Sarasohn 186 A. J. Grossfield 261 J. K. Shanlanan 187 A. W. Binder 262 N. S. Share 188 Levi A. Olan 263 Ernst J. Conrad 189 David Raab 264 J. Utschen 190 w. H. Fineshriber 265 J.M. Taxay 191 Jacob Polish 266 Alfred Vise 192 Bernard Baskin 267 s. E. Unger 193 Louis Binstock 268 Barnett R. Briclmer 194 Albert T. Bilgray 269 Maxwell Silver 195 J. Trachtenberg 270 F. F. Rosenthal 196 Ezra Gotthelf 271 Eugene Borowitz 197 J. G. Tolochko 272 Jerome Unger 198 Albert G. Baum 273 R. E. Singer 199 Samuel Wohl 274 William o. Braude 200 Augustus Loeb 275 lfugo Hahn 201 Albert Wolf 276 H.J. Wilner 202 Nathan Kaber 277 D. H. Wice 203 I. F. Reichert 278 r. J. Gruen 204 Marvin M. Reznikoff 279 M. Lyons 205 Maxwell L. Sacks 280 Mendel Silber 2o6 Ernest Appel 281 L. I. Beerman 207 Adolph Feinberg 282 Avraham Soltes 208 A. L. Feinberg 283 Elias Epstein 209 Hugo Schiff 284 Max Meyer 
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No. 

285 
286 
287 
288 
289 
290 
291 
292 
~93 
Z94 
295 
296 
297 
298 
299 
300 
301 
302 
303 
304 
305 
306 
307 
308 
309 
310 
311 
312 
313 
314 
315 
316 
317 
318 
319 
320 
321 
322 
323 
324 
325 
326 
327 
328 
.329 
330 
331 
332 
333 
334 
.. >35 
336 
337 
338 
339 
340 
341 
342 
343 
344 
345 
346 
347 
348 
149 
~so 
351 
352 
153 
354 
355 
356 
357 
358 
359 

NAME 

M. J. Urich 
I. E. Rosenthal 
!eon Fram 
Philip Frankel 
Milton Greenwald 
Byron T. Rubenstein 
Frederick A. Doppelt 
A. s. Dreyfu~ 
R. r. Coffee 
Kalman Levitan 
Henry Cohen 
Melbourne Harris 
Jerome Rosen 
Lothar Lubash 
Louis ·wolsey 
G. G. Fox 
M. Weingarten 
Zev Bloom 
Alvin I. Fine 
Julian Fleg 
C. S. Freedman 
H. Kamsler 
Jubert fui. lewis 
H. G. Perelmuter 
Harold Englander 
J. Silberfeld 
Mordecai Soloff 
S. Kosofsky 
Michael Alper 
Sidney Akselrad 
Louis Kuppin 
Abram 1'1. Granison 
A. J. Wolf 
Theodore Wiener 
J. Max ~·{ei s 
s. W. Chomsky 
s. Umen 
David Goldberg 
Karl Richter 
E. A. Grollman 
Julius Mark 
K'rl Weiner 
M. I. Hinchin 
J. Haberman 
M. Lieberman 
A.H. Fink 
s. S. Tedesche 
Har old Gelfman 
Harry Brevis 
S. J. Abrams 
Jacob P. Rudin 
Samuel J. Harris 
Samuel Cook 
Murray Blackman 
H. L. Freund 
Arthur Brodey 
Abraham Freed 
J.B. Messing 
I.eo Bergman 
B. J. Stern 
M. Goldblatt 
Eugene J. Lipman 
T. H. Gordon 
~. L. Grafman 

Judah Cahn 
William Silverman 
H. I. Pollack 
Max Reichler 
Monte Syme 
David Susskind 
Sam. Perlman 
B. Hoffseyer 
Solomon B. Freehof 
Harr:; Weiss 
L. E. Grafman 

- 3 -
No. 

360 
361 
362 
363 
364 
365 
366 
367 
368 
369 
370 
371 
372 
373 
374 
375 
376 
377 
378 
379 
380 
381 
382 
383 
38!i 
385 
386 
387 
388 
389 
390 
391 
392 
393 
394 
395 
396 
397 
398 
399 
400 
401 
L.02 
403 
404 
405 
406 
407 
408 
409 
410 
411 
412 
413 
41h 
415 
416 
417 
418 
419 
420 
421 
422 
423 
424 
425 
426 
427 
428 
429 
430 
431 
432 
433 
434 

NAME 

1'.io!'ris Goldstein 
Lewis Satlow 
Alex. s. Kline 
B. IQ.igfeld 
Sheldon H. Blank 
Irwin M. filank 
Abra ham D. Shaw 
David Sherman 
A. Zuckerman 
Camillus Angel 
s. M. Berkowitz 
Harry H. Mayer 
s. Volkman 
E. C. Voorsanger 
E. F. Magnin 
H. H. Stern 
A. I. Jacobson 
Rayfield Helman 
Edward Ellenbogen 
B. Zeiger 
William M. Stern 
Eugene Hibshman 
I. M. Bloom 
Ed. l.erin 
s. Hirshberg 
J. H. Paymer 
Benjamin Schultz 
R. J. Schur 
S. E. Nathanson 
Morris A. Skop 
M. Bressler 
H. Brichto 
Irving Lehrman 
H. E. Wessel 
IJeyer Greenberg 
Abraham Feinerman 
M. M. Weitz 
Morris h·i. Feuerlicht 
c. L. Ozer 
P. W. Jacobs 
P. F. Waterman 
David 1-.fu.rx 
Max Schenk 
Solomon Herbst 
David L. Zielonka 
A.H. Sandman 
Ira E. Sanders 
M.A. Bauman 
s. E. Saperstein 
I!. L. Zigmond 
Samuel Sandmel 
J. H. Kaplan 
I. S. Ravetch 
Isaiah Zeldin 
Isaac Rypins 
Martin Ryback 
E. 1-:. Einhorn 
Joseph J. Rudavsky 
Ben Bernfeld 
L. I. Egelson 
M. B. Pekarsky 
Maurice Davis 
Morton Kaufman 
L. 11. Roubey 
Henry Tavel 
r'rancis Hevesi 
Morris Bell 
L. J. Mervis 
Kurt L. Metzger 
Jerome Rosenbloom 
A. L. Goldburg 
J. A. Levy 
A.G. Silverman 
M. Silverman 
J. r. Weiss 



.. 

No. 

435 
436 
437 
438 
439 
440 
441 
442 
443 
444 
445 
4h6 
447 
448 
449 
450 
451 
h52 
453 
454 
455 
456 
457 
458 
459 
460 
461 
462 
463 
464 
h65 
466 
467 
468 
469 
470 
471 
472 
473 
474 
475 
476 
477 
478 
479 
480 
481 
482 
483 
484 
485 
486 
487 
488 
489 
490 
491 
492 
493 
494 
495 
496 
497 
498 
499 
.500 
501 
502 
503 
504 
505 
506 
507 
508 

NAJl:1E 

M. Nussbaum 
Joseph Klein 
A. J. Klausner 
J. J. Funk 
M.A. Hirshberg 
H. i·i. Saville 
s. J. Stern 
A. ,_r. Brachman 
William Sajowitz 
David Schoenberger 
s. Segal 
William F. Rosenblum 
S. Blumenfield 
L. Devine 
Jack Skirball 
Ralph DeKoven 
David Gruber 
David Fichman 
Samuel Berman 
Arthur s. Montaz 
R. E. Goldburg 
s. r. Bazell 
Steven S. Schwarzschild 
w. H. Rosenblatt 
Henry 0lonimsky 
Abram.Feldman 
Elias Margolis 
1-... Holtzberg 
Moses Landau 
Meyer Miller 
David B. Alpert 
R. I. I:ahn 
Ual ter G. Peiser 
Felix a. Levy 
Morrison D. Bial 
N. Frishberg 
Lawrence E. B. Kahn 
B. c. Ehrenreich 
W. Kaelter 
Dr. Emanuel Gamoran 
Meyer Salkover 
Isr3.el I. D.iattuck 
Louis D. Mendoza 
s. R. Brav 
Victor Eppstein 
A. Spiegel 
M. s. Sands 
s. Glasner 
F.dward E. IO.ein 
s. Sherman 
J.B. Ya.se 
Joshua Bloch 
M. J. Bloom 
Howard L. Fineberg 
H. E. Kagan 
G. J. August 
Albert Plotkin 
J. H. Hiller 
Ely E. Filchik 
M. S. IG.einberg 
H. Bruce Ehrman 
s. D. Schwartzman 
Leo E. Turi tz 
Alex Feinsilver 
J. R. Malino 
Benjamin Parker 
Henry Englander 
Joseph Spevack 
Moses Cyrus Weiler 
George Zepin 
Eugene Mihaly 
H. E. Manacher 
Morris Friedman 
Henry D. Arrow 

- 4 -
No. 

509 
510 
5ll 
512 
513 
514 
515 
516 
517 
518 
519 
520 
521 
522 
523 
524 
525 
526 
527 
528 
529 
530 
531 
532 
533 
534 
535 
536 
537 
538 
539 
540 
541 
542 
543 
544 
545 
546 
547 
548 
549 
550 
551 
5.52 
553 
554 
5c;5 
556 
557 
558 
559 
560 
561 
562 
563 
56h 
565 
566 
567 
568 
569 
570 
.571 
572 
573 
574 
575 
576 
577 
578 
579 
580 
581 
582 

NJU.f.E 

Dr. A. N. Franzblau 
s. E. Stnrrels 
E. I. Jacob 
Saadia C-elb 
E. Honig 
Ralph H. Blumenthal 
Alton Winters 
H. S. r1aller 
Jacob J. 0gel 
C. B. Lesser 
T. S. Ross 
S. Wolk 
M. L. Perlzweig 
Joseph R. Naret 
J. K. Gutmann 
H. S. Linfeld 
J. J. Seidler 
Paul Liner 
Meyer Lovitt 
L. Ruchames 
Louis J. Segel 
E. Spicehandler 
Herman ~a. Saenger 
Carl I. Miller 
Leo Trepp 
Leo Shubow 
B. B. Glazer 
H. B. Franklin 
Leo Mannheimer 
Samuel Schulman 
Abraham Ruderman 
M. Katzenstein 
M. s. Lazaron 
Julius Gordon 
Meyer },fachlis 
S. Wolf 
Ephraim Frisch 
Jesse Ross 
Martin Zion 
Jacob Singer 
Samuels. Cohan 
Benjamin B. Lowell 
Harry Joshua Stern 
Eric Friedland 
Leo Baerwald 
H. Lymon 
Wolf Macht 
Sanford Jarashow 
Benjamin Friedman 
B. D. Rosenberg 
H. R. Richmond 
Sidney M. Lefkowitz 
Harry Caplan 
G. J. Klein 
Beryl D. Cohon 
Morris Shapiro 
E. Louis Niemarrl 
D. D. Shor 
Herbert Wiener 
Samuel M. Silver 
Ephraim Fischoff 
N. Feldheym 
D. Jacobson 
Walter Rothman 
Randall M. Falk 
P. M. Steinberg 
G. B. Lieberman 
Harold Rosenman 
Julian Feibelman 
Paul Gorin 
Israel Renov 
Samson A. Shain 
Rudolph Iii. Rosenthal 
Jay R. Brickman 



No. 

583 
584 
585 
586 
587 
588 
589 
590 
591 
592 
593 
594 
595 
596 
597 
598 
599 
600 
601 
602 
603 
604 
605 
606 
607 
608 
609 
610 
611 
612 
613 
614 
615 
616 
617 
6l8 
619 
620 
621 
622 
6?.3 
6=?4 
625 
626 
627 
628 
629 
.:- "'0 
031 
6.;2 
633 
634 
635 
636 
637 
638 
639 
640 
641 
642 
643 
644 
645 
646 
647 
648 
649 
650 

NAME 

J. X. Cohen 
N. J. Friedman 
F. Hirsch 
Samuel R. Shillman 
Marvin Fetruc~c 
Louis Witt 
M. M. Hazure 
B. :s . Levinson 
Jerome Folkman 
Samuel Jaf fe 
H. B. SchaaL11an 
Samuel Gup 
H. Waintrup 
Meyer H. Marx 
J. Tarshish 
Erwin Herman 
Meurice N. Eisendrath 
J. F. Feingold 
I.E. Kiev 
Joachim Prinz 
Julius Leibert 
Irving It" Levey 
A. L. Goodman 
Louis L. Mann 
N. M. Bension 
Herschel Levin 
A~ S . Goldstein 
Sidney I. Goldstein 
M. M. Applebaum 
B. H. Lavine 
H. I. Saperstein 
E. E. Siskin 
D. Lefkowitz 
D. Cedarb aum 
Robert L. Katz 
A. Opher 
Albert G. llinda 
r.I . Simon 
Michael Szenes 
Aryeh Lev 
Abram Gideon 
Sol K. Kaplan 
Joseph Rauch 
Sam. Markowitz 
Azriel Grishman 
Leon Kronish 
Abba M. Fineberg 
Daniels. Nathan 
Joseph Jasin 
R. c. Hertz 
Harry Essrig 
Ben Steindel 
Abram Hirschberg 
Samson Levey 
K. Rosenthal 
D. L. Greenberg 
E. L. Fackenheim 
Dr. Leo Baeck 
s. H. Brooks 
Charles B. latz 
Walter H. Plaut 
Joseph Buchler 
P. Smeller 
Abraham Feinstein 
S. F. Mendelsohn 
Solomon Lipman 
A. L. Krohn 
J. L. Goldberg 
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No. 

651 
652 
653 
654 
655 
656 
657 
658 
659 
660 
661 
662 
663 
664 
665 
666 
667 
668 
669 
670 
671 
672 
673 
674 
675 
676 
677 
678 
679 
680 
681 
682 
683 
684 
685 
686 
687 
688 
689 
690 
691 
692 
693 
694 
695 
696 
697 
698 
699 
700 
701 
702 
703 
704 

NAME 

H. A. Merfeld 
Morton Cohn 
P. E. Nussbaum 
G~1stave Falk 
Joseph Levenson 
Marius Ranson 
A. B. Lebowitz 
S. D. Soskin 
Harold Reinha!'t 
s. H. Gordon 
Paul R. Siegel 
Nathaniel M. Keller 
Harry L. Kronman 
Fred w. Frank 
B. Heller 
Frank Minsker 
A. J. lelyveld 
Samuel Goldenson 
J • H. Stolz 
W. A. Phillips 
Simon Cohen 
Henry Rubin 
Theodore F. Joseph 
Jacob Lantz 
s. s. Mayerberg 
David ~V . Pearlman 
S. E. C-oldstein 
A. G. Moses 
Bernard J. Starkoff 
C.H. Levy 
Jerome MHrk 
Tibor Fabain 
A. H. Hershon 

• LandTTian 
Sidne~r L. Regner 
A. L. Friedman 
R.H. Levine 
E. J. Sack 
Mordecai M. Thurman 
Elmer Berger 
Heinrich Lemle 
Peter P. Ievinson 
Elihu Schagrin 
L.A. Block 
Hyman Schachtel 
L. J. Stillpass 
David Schwartz 
Morris Goldfarb 
Ulrick B. Steuer 
Harry Kaplan 
L. Lichtenberg 
Abba Hillel Silver 
William Ackerman 
J. Schnitzer 



THE CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 

OFFICE OF THE RABBI 
ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN, D. D. 

701 FARMINGTON AVE. 
HARTFORD 7. CONN. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th t. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

iY dear Abba: 

ORGANIZED 1843 

HARTFORD • CONNECTICUT 

rovember 27, 19.50 

I have just had word that the first 
call for chaplains under the Selective Service 
vote of the CCAR has been made, and a roup of 
these men will appear before the DRA in ew York 
for ecclesiastical endorsement on December 13th. 

orris Lieberman just 'phoned me 
from Baltimore tellin me that we may expect a 
number of appeals for deferrment and perhaps 
exemption. 

It seems important therefore, that 
our .woar<l of Appeals meet in Ii ew York on Deceober 
12th to take up such appeals as ·will be before us 
and to or anize our committee and ree upon a modus 
operandi. 

Accord.inly, I am callin this meetinO" 
for Decer.:iber 12th, 11 A. !., at the Jewish Institute 
of eli ion, 40 ~·;est 68th Street, ew ork. 

I hope you vtlll be able to come. 

,ri th kindest personal regards, I am 

AJF/sz 





OFFICERS: 19!50-1951 

PHILIP s . BERNSTEIN, Preaident 
Rochester, N . Y. 

J O SEPH L. FINK , Vice-Preaident Buffalo, N. Y. 

PHINEAS SMOLLER, Treaaurer 
Loa Anaelea, Calif. 

ISAAC E . MARCUSON . Administrative Secretary Macon,Ga . 

SIDNEY L . REGNER , Financial Secretary Readina, Pa. 

Dear Colleague: 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
117 GIBBS STREET 

ROCHESTER 5, N . Y. 

December 27, 1950 

EXECUTIVE BOARD: 
ALBERT G . BAUM , New York, N. Y. 
SAMUEL M. BLUMENFIELD, Chicaao, (I) . 
Louis J . CASHDAN , Charleston, W. Va . 
FREDERIC A . DOPPELT, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
ABRAHAM J . FELDMAN , Hartford, Conn. 
ARIEL L . GOLDBERG , Richmond, Va. 
HENRY E . KAGAN , Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
NATHANIEL M . KELLER , NewBrunawick,N. J. 
SIDNEY M . LEFKOWITZ. Jackaonvllle, Fla . 
JACOB R . MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
SELWYN D . AUSLANDER , Dayton, Ohio 
SAMUEL D . SOSKIN, Fort Worth, Texaa 
DAVID L . ZIELONKA , Tampa, Fla. 
MAURICE L . ZIGMOND , Cambridae, Mau. 

It was suggested at the Cincinnati sessions that members of the Conference would enjoy and profit from a Summer Institute in Israel following the Annual Meeting of the Conference in June. To this end, I asked Rabbi Herbert Friedman of Denver to investigate the possibilities of holding such an Institute. He looked into the problem quite thoroughly while he was in Israel recently and made a report of the possibilities to the Executive Board of the Conference in October. The Executive Board approved in principle the idea of holding such a Summer Institute, and authorized the announcement of it to members of the Conference. I am herewith informing all the members of the Conference through this circular-letter of the tentative plans, as 
they now stand. 

As you know, the 1951 Session of the CCAR will be held in Groton, (New London) Connecticut from June 19-24, It was thought that the Institute might open in Israel on July I st and last for five weeks until August 5th. The group would fly from New York sometime during the week following the Conference sessions, in order to arrive in lffael before the 
Sabbath, June 30th. 

As presently contemplated, this would be a Summer Institute in Israel. It would therefore provide us an opportunity not only to study the institutions and meet the leading personalities of Israel, but also to avail ourselves of the presence in Israel of some of the great Jewish scholars of our day. We would be based in one central spot. There we would have our quarters for eating, sleeping, and our classrooms for seminars and discussion groups. To us would come all the top personalities of Israel whom we would care to invite. We will have access to the leading political, economic, religious, military, and intellectual figures of the country. We would attempt to profit both from clauroom discussions and seminars, and, of course, from constant field trips throughout the country. We can meet in long and intimate session, with Mr. Ben-Gurion and his cabinet, with the chief rabbis and their staffs. with the military leaders, with Professors Klausner, Buber, Scholem, and others whom we would de
sire to include in our curriculum. 

We are working on the matter of price, but at the moment it would appear that the five weeks would cost approximately $ I 5 00 per person. This would include a 11 expenses: round trip air transportation from New York to Lydda; room and board for that period in Israel; all transportation =rihin Israel; theatre tickets to the Habimah, the opera, etc., laundry and other amenities; and all the normal expenditures. In view of the fact that commercial air transportation from New York to Lydda in the summer sea!IOn is $1 00 3 round trip, it would appear that the total figure of $ I 5 00 for all the services for five week, is not 
excessive. At any rate, we will attempt to reduce that figure if possible. 

I would be happy, as President of the Conference, to write to the president of the congregation of any man requesting that I do so, explaining the nature of this Summer Institute, indicating the value of such a course to the individual rabbi concerned, and to his congregation, and suggesting that the president find ways and means to subsidize all or part of his rabbi's 
trip. Letters will be written only when the men definitely request me to do so. 

I have the feeling that this Summer Institute can be of historic significance. Ours will be the first organized group of American Rabbis to make a visit to the State of Israel, in a body, for the purpose of studying that land, its people and institutions. I feel certain that this visit will not be without significance, in terms of cementing the ·relationships between America and Israel, and providing that two-way cultural pa11age of which we speak so much. The Government of Israel views this Institute with great interest and approval. The Executive Board of the Conference views it similarly. May I ask that any of you who are definitely interested in joining this Institute please mail the enclosed post card to Herbert Friedman in Denver, and he will then 
inform me as to those men who desire such a letter to be sent as I have indicated above. 

If you have any questions, please address them to Rabbi Friedman, who 1s the Chairman of the Conference's 
Committee on Project, on Israel. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Philip S. Bernstein 
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Dr. A.lrahal J. P'!Dlchen• Chairman 
O--Sttee on Appaela,, CCAR 
Congregation th Israel 
ITarU'crd 7 • Connlct:l~ 

dear • 
On the qua.t.ion ra1 in ·our letter of .ll9C,anioer 28th with 
retenmae to daren.nt. ~ to am utwaa wt • 
nant unt.11 one maat.h att.ez- tba b1rt.h or the child• wb1cb 1e 
the dNillion an-:t at b7 thl Bal>bin1c Assallb~• I• too• • innlSmd to go alon uith that rule. 

~w 11' yours• 

AJml III LEL SI L 
fSaer 



OFFICERS: 1950-1951 

PHILIP s . BERNSTEIN. President 
Rochester, N. Y. 

JOSEPH L. FINK . Vice -President 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

PHINEAS SMOLLER. Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

ISAAC E . MARC USON . Administrative Secretary 
Macon,Ga. 

SIDNEY L . REGNER . Financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. 

") r . bba. illel 
nt E . 105th St . 

) evcl' 

) 'l ol lea 1J.e 

io 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
222 BUFORD PLACE 

MACON , GA. 

J anua rJ 
' 

ilver 
nsel ond 

EXECUTIVE BOARD: 

ALBERT G BAUM . New York, N. Y. 
SAMUEL M . BLUMENFIELD. Chicago, Ill. 
LOUIS J CASH DAN . Charleston, W. Va . 
FREDERICK A . DOPPELT. Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
ABRAHAM J . FELDMAN. Hartford, Conn. 
ARIEL L . GOLBERG . Richmond, Va. 
HENRY E . KAGAN . Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
NATHANIEL M . KELLER . NcwBrunswick,N.J. 
SIDNEY M . LEFKOWITZ . Jacksonville, Fla . 
JACOB R . MARCUS. Cincinnati, Ohio 
SELWYN D . RUSLANDER . Dayton, Ohio 
SAMUEL D . SOSKIN . Fort Worth, Texas 
DAVID L . ZIELONKA. Tampa, Fla . 
MAURICE L . ZIGMOND . Cambridge, Mass. 

I 
of 
tri 

nv ter f om your uecr 
r teri in the Y 

on • s I n.n ee t th.., 

tnry in 
a boo . 
r · nish 

uirin out nrints 
Yo till eceiv 

t the Dr i t e s . 

)

1 • l yours , 

_f { { { IZ1 (. ::I ,, 

C ' "l L,; son • 
istr tive u retury 

I ;am 



RABBI ABRAHAM J. F'ELDMAN, D. D. 

THE CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 

701 FARMINGTON AVENUE 

HARTFORD 7, CONN. 

CO · ' ITTEE ON PP, LS CCAR 
Office of the Chairman 

January S, 1951 
Diet. 1/4/51 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th st. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

• .y dear Abba: 

Thank you for the telegram and for your letter. 
I am calling the meeting definitely for onday, January 15th 
at Sol rreehoL'S office I thought we can take up some 
routine matters at about 11 o•clo~k, then have luncheon 
together. By that time, you will be able to join us and we 
shall hold all the applications that are pending for the time 
when you arrive. 

Sol asks me to convey to you his warm invitation 
to remain for dinner with him. l .. a:,r I infonn him that you 
will join us for dinner? 

He also says if you Vfant to stay overnieht and 
want a hotel r oom to let him know ahead of time and he will 
make the necessary arran enients. 

ith every good wish, I am 

As ever, 

~ . o __ 

Dr. Abraham J. Feldman 

AJF/sz 



January 11,. 19S1 

Rabbi }bil.1p Bematain 
117 OSN>a Stien 
Rochener• Ha Qrlc 

dear Pbilt 

.. 

I• sure that your att.ent:lon baa been clPmm to the book• 
lllftl8 Poot ot Prim"• by cola nay. It 18 an extz 11" 
ftne daf'enae of' ~ and J'tm1• ap1nd their •~ .... with 
e..,..,Sel elllphaia on t.h9 poillODDU8 at-tacb mac• apins\ ta-
b., the fathers• to 1lbich ao llllCh of IIUb•qanl 
anti-.JMd.m b1u oan be W,a..&,,11_, as 1011 prolab~ 
1mow. is one of the la118D Great Br1v1n. 
m.a thought.tu]. am l.DDI• a labor ot io. 
and a "liddnab Jllcbr"'• 

I 

!he B■aoon PNna a Uld.tariaa pabliah:lng how• pahlt•bid t.m 
book and it waa ftre\ brwdt' to-, atten\icn bJ' tba Uld.tari.lD 
lld.n1at.c- hen in C1-wland. I think it would be a "Id.ta•• to 
~ t.h1a book to \ha at.tenti<m ot all ot our ool.lMg\Jea with 
tba ~on that thq bring it to tJJe atten\ion ~ t.he1r 
congreptione. It would be a good t. ng to 'V8 8llcb a book 
laced in tm 1.1l:ev1ea am in tm barda ot mn-Jeld.•h n•den 

am.chrll)lllfD. 

1'1th all good 111. baa, I w.ria111 

st OGl'd1&~ yours. 

ABBA mLLEL SILV!m 
AHSaer 
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FeJ.<llllm 
701 i.~--~ gt.on 

rt.ford 7• Connecticut 

r bb1 

Rabbi Sil r•s e:XDEmS111a to Pittsburgh in connection with the 
--.. ~ of the c.c.A • camm.ttee on A: •~.r..w 1d Janiar:, l.St-h 
81110\1.nt.ed to I shall appreciat. ~ that re1m-

secretary to bi ilver 



THE CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 

OFFICE OF THE RABBI 
ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN, D. D. 

701 FARMINGTON AVE. 
HARTFORD 7. CONN. 

~iss Elizabeth Rice 

ORGANIZED 1843 

HARTFORD • CONNECTICUT 

January 1, 1951 

Secretary to Dr. Abba Hillel ilver 
E. 105th St. and Ansel d. 
Cleveland 6, io 

ar iss Rice: 

Wil.h reference to r. Silver's 
expense item in connection ith the meeting 
of the Committee on Appeals in Pittsbur hon 
January 15th, this will be processed through the 
usual sources of the Conference, and I am quite 
certain that Dr. Silver will be reimbursed in 
due time. 

Sec br. J 

sz 



OFFICERS: 1950-1951 

PHILIP s . BCRNSTEIN. President 
Rochester , N . Y. 

JOSEPH L. FINK , Vice-President 
Buffalo, N . Y. 

PHINEAS SM0LLER, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

EXECUTIVE BOARD· 

ALBERT G BAUM , New York, N . Y. 
SAMUEL M . BLUMENFIELO, Chicago, Ill . 
LOUIS J . CASH DAN , Charleston , W . Ya. 
FREDERICK A . DOPP EL T . Ft . Wayne, Ind. 
ABRAHAM J . FELDMAN . Hartford, onn. 
ARIEL L . GOLBERG . Richmond , Va . 

ISAAC E. MARC USON . Administrative Secrdary 
Macon,Ga . 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
117 GIBBS STREET 

ROCHESTER 5, N . Y . 

HENRY E KAGAN . Mt. Vernon, N . Y. 
NATHANIEL M . KELLER , NewBrunswick,N.J. 
SIDNEY M . LEFKOWITZ . Jacksonville, Fla. 
JACOB R . MARCUS. Cincinnati, Ohio 
SELWYN D . RUSLAN0ER , Dayton, Ohio 
SAMUEL D. SOSKIN , Fort Worth, Texas 
DAVID L . ZIELONKA . Tampa, Fla . 

SIDNEY L. REGNER . Financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. January 24, 1951 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tellpl.e 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleyeland 5, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

MAURICE L . ZIGMOND . Cambridge, Mass. 

I have been out ot town tor 110st 
ot the past week; hence this delay in replying 
to your note ot the 11th concerning "The Foot 
of Pride.• 

I too have read the book and f1nd 
it excellent. I will act on your suggestion 
in the near tuture. In the next collllUni.cation 
which I send to the •embers ot the Conterence, 
I will include a strong rec01111endation ot this 
book together with so• practical suggestions 
tor .its use. 

With cordial peraonal regards, 

Philip s. Bernstein 

PSB/ir 



Rabbi Abraha■ J. Feldu.n 
701 Fr ington Yenue 
srttord 7, Connec~cut. 

Dear Abe: 

January 26, 1951 

I a instruct d by the Chaplaincy Coamitt e, which tin • York 
on January 16th, to tr sit t e following sugge t1ona t,o the 
Co 1tt • on Appeals. It ia not the thought or th C itt to 
act a•·•~ itt eon PP• la o r the Coamittee on 1 peals but we 
would like your Co !ttee to be aware or our thinking becaw,e ot 
tb close connection between 1our work and our whole obaplainc7 
pro ure ent ro •• 

Th Co itt is Yer, uch cone rne bout th n ber ot un 
clai in def" rment on pe7chlatric ounda. lt recognises th 
wisdoa ot the procedure thus tar adopted by the Coallittee on 

ppeala for thoa MD who have been receiving psychiatric 
treat nt tor so eti •• It i concern d, h0trev r, about the 
utilisation or peychiat ic r • nt as a na of obtaining 
deter nt an it co end th t no rabbis be ea■pted troa 
the ch plainc7 caua of tr at ent which baa been begun since 
th 'draft' plan••• dopted bJ the Confer no•• 

In th cs s of un whoa •1••• are expecting ~'bies, it ia 
su ted th t the rabbis should ppl1 for endors nt and 
t k thei phy ical exa in tions ut th t formal rooeaaing 
should not start until art r the babJ is born• Allowing• 
■inim or three nth• or the proc· • in procedure, thia 
will giYe the rather at least three or tour ontbs to ata7 
at .o■e with bis tamil7. 

In all cases where det1.tna nt is ante, xoept1n thoae r~r 
p ych1 trio reasons, the Chaplain COllldtte r co nda that 
tb Appeal• Com 1 tt e inatrue.t th ra bis to take t~eir ph79ioal 
ex inatioos and receiT ecclesia tical adorse■ent. 

I•• instructed particularly by the Cbaplalno7 Coaaitt.ee to 
. xpress its concern O\f r th def rment anted t ven S. 
Schwaraachild. The C01111itt feel• that this def ?'Milt 1• not 
•tin th principles or th procur aP.nt plan •hie states 
etinitely th t llilltar1 r quireMnta st be giffD pnoed.ence 

ov r all civili n conai erat1ona. It te 1 that t ia deteraent 



Babbi Abraha J. Feldll&i1 - Pa • 2 

will eatabli~h a prec d~t baaed on ciYilian need which will 
open the door to ny •i ilar uesta. It r specttul.17 
rellinda the C 1tt eon Appeals that the Joint Co•i aion on 
tftlitt\rJ SerY'ices baa en• t up to deal with Ca••• ot thia 
kind and it bu no doubt tbat in any urgent situation epeo1al 
ettort~ ~o'lild be d b the C 1 aion to obt~in adequate 
replace•nt. The Cbapuincy Comaitt 11a of the opinion th t 
the entire procur ■ent ro am would ndangered if r bbi 
who re in lln to enter the so ic und r he dr rt ar 
d terred because ~h ir con g tion doubt tb ir b111ty to 
obtain adequate r place nts. 

In the case ot Zev oom, who• r classifi d tr cate ey 

A-1 to B-1, b ra o th Ch plainc Co tt • •1th a p raonal 

knowledge or the c se flt that all tr. r eta had not b 
brought t~ th• attention of th l o· 1 t e. Ti action, 
bowe~•r, 1 n c d ic i vie or the r ct that ar now 
instructed b7 the litary th t in11 1 c issions will not 
be anted t n h_T th ir 33r b r~ Y• loo 
will aoon b 34. 

I ur . th t y ur Co itt ill o ·th a u . sti 
ioh thy r int n d. Thi 1 
r ointl cone rn d. 

in the belptul s irit in 
co n robl in wh oh w 

in e 

orris i be an 

copy- tos 
bi ler 

Rab 1 r hot 
b i 11 l il r 
bbl Je.cob . . rotl8 
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~bi ffd.lip -na.an_..,. ... in 
117 Oibbe CT:'111111~ 

Roch otcr. 

,_.,,_ Philt 

In oonnecti n h t lotter hich I -~- t.o you about 
lcola book• "Tlle Foot ot Pri be intc\t"-

• ted to t c onclosed lett.er • -·- 1rm 
Alice 11• IIOthe~in- ,_..,. u.~;.ate 1 
both whir')n1t devotion to the uaa.i~u C&t.\!19 • 

11 --- you. 

th all good she , I remain 

HS aer 
Enc. 

t cordially yo • 

IJ ' L 

• 



• Alice Ivy to on 
21 Rubialar Den north 
Aberdeen• SCotland 

• tereon1 

I hope thAt you will pardon long delay n ackrmtledgiJW 
:,our kind letter ch I read th great ii tor.st. I• too• 
nt0&1l with pleasure our eting, ax I regl"et that it WI 
not been ood tortune to t re o n. 

I read • l Y' book, The Foot o 
tistaction ll grati • It ia 

and ao forthright. It cannot help ---
truth• or toleranoa, and or bro l'IA1"tl)i.')(.')(l. 

"• with deep 
lxmestbook 

cauoe or 
~~-- to COIJ!le. 

I wrote to t. he President of the Central Co o nee or rican Rabbi& aoa:1e ago• cal]j hie attentio to • Hay•• book• 
and suggest g t he wr1 te to 11 the mou10e1:-s or ti• conterenoe, ~ ng t 1r attention to it eating ........ _ to re-
viar it in the·r pulpits or in tt.:lr bulleti , ani to place 
it in the lllraries or their caumun:1t1e • The idant ot the 
Conference• bbi Fhllip mat.in• ry enthua1aatio about "The Poot or Pride" am Aid that hi wo ld prooeed to do that at once. I h that good raaults 11 toll • 

You stated in y r latter that • H be planning a i.o-
ture tour in t United tee. I bell t that would be uoellent• and.....,,. ...... hi plans tun,, 1 pprec1ate it 
or • loctura bur9au lllllllaRltr t in touch th • 

lll'WI I 

1 
A I r 



RABBI ABRAHAM J. rELDMAN, 0. 0. 
TH E CON G REGATI O N BETH ISRAEL 

701 F"ARMINGTON AVENUE 

HARTF"ORO 7, CONN. 

January 31 , 1951 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th St . at Ansel Rd . 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

rzy dear Abba : 

I am Jlad to have y ur 
29th , and, I hope that at our meeti 
at your office , we shall be able to 
and nis comrittee strai6 ht . 

letter of January 
on ~-1arch 12th, 

set .. orris Liebennan 

I am lookin forward to bein~ with you 
on that date . 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

✓l . o_ 
~ r . Abra; a:n . Fel n 

JF/sz 
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PHIUP •. BIUIN■TIIIN, President 
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PHINIIA8 SM0LUII, Treasurer 
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18AAC IE. MAIICU80N. Admlnl1tratlve Secretary 
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MAUIIICll N. IE18SNDIIATH, New York 
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NllUON GLUllCIC, Cincinnati 
l"IIIIDlll(Ni!D M. l891llllllAN, Se, Loui1, Mo. 
........ Kuuamt. Auatln. Taa. 
■ll11TRAM"'W.K01tN.PhJJadeTph~ 
SIDNSY M. LSPK0WITZ. Jac:boavllle. Fla. 
AL■SIIT M. Lsw1e, Culver City, Cal. 
Juuue MAIIIC. New York. 
....,.. PDuY. l..aulaYtlle. Ky 
JACO■ M. IIOTH■c:HILD. AtJanta, .Ja. 
JACO■ P. IIUDIN. Onat Neck. N. Y. 
JACO■ IC. SNANICMAN, New Rochelle. N. Y. 
IEAIIL S. S'roNL Clnelaad 
KUCAN C. YOOll■A ... SII, Mdwaobe 

CONSULTANTS 

Loutel,SeSLNN. Claclnnad 
DAVID MAX .ICHNOIIN. New York 
Jo■NUA L. CIOLDaS11e. New York 
AalUUI M. CIIIANl80N. New YOik 
AIIY ... Ln. New York 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
COMMITTEE □N CHAPLAINCY 

Office of the Chairman 
7401 Park Heights Avenue 

Baltimore 8, Maryland 

Babbi !bba Hillel Silver 
Congregation Titereth Israel 
Bast 105th Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Deal". Dr. Silvera 

January 31, 1951 

I have received the OOP1 ot your letter or January 29th to Dr. 
Feldllan. I regret exoeedingl.y that 7ou teel that the letter 
tro■ •• in the DSM ot the Chaplain07 Collllllittee, was not within 
the proper bounds ot our jurisdiotion. Let ae assure 70u that 
there was no thought whataoeTer ot doing anything more than 
aimpl7 to bring to the attention ot the Committee on !ppeals 
the thinking ot the Chaplaincy COllllittee. It 1• tirlaly. 
reoognised bJ an, oertainl.J by•, that the COlllllittee on !ppeala 
is abeolutely sOftreip. The Cbaplainc7 Committee clid not intend 
end does not intend ever to reTiew t~e decisions ot the Appeal.a 
Conaittee. There can be no question about the tact that tinal 
authority to decide questions or deferaent or exemption 11USt 
resim eolely in Colllldttee on !ppeala. Yet there i• a rela
tionship between the decisions ot your Collllittee and the 
aucoesa ot the procure•nt progra■, with which the Chaplainoy 
Coanittee is charged. The -bers ot ·the Chaplaino7 C011111ttee, 
spread throughout the country, are ~onat.antly being queried b7 
■e■bera or the Conterenoe and in a Tery real senae haTe their 
,ingera upon the pulse ot the Mn. The onl7 thought in writing 
to the Appeal• Collllittee was to pass on the reactions ot the 
Committee itself and ot the •n who have expressed their Tiewa 
to them. The Committee on !ppeals is, ot course, tree to 
accept or reJeot u it wi1hes any recollllll8ndatiou •de b7 
the Chaplaincy Coaittee. 0ur only desire ia to tr, to be 
helpful 1n bringing to the attention or the !ppeala Colllllittee 
a0118 ot the reactions expressed bJ' ••bers ot the Conterence. 

Sincerely, 

Morris Lieber■u 

Copy toa 
Dr • .lbrahaa Feld■an 
Dr. Solo■on B. Preehot 



• 0 
4905 .. 
itta 

r le 

cc/ Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Rabbi orris Ueberman 

• bruary 21 l 'l 

lnc 

• 

a r , 
• 1a to 
i t 

cuna r ti n 
a 
it • 

t 

, 



L 

• brU&rT 2, 1951 

TT I 

h recoiv latter rro bbi ' ymour Ba ind or 
( f th ber t ) , 1n which he •&J"8 that hia r i us 
letter t have ·en d tailed nough to properly preeent rq c • " 

p Y ur t iv h an o portunit7 "to wri 
led r to lppeals oardtt X lain1ng 1a C in 

M-Wll'l,llr . 

I a 11 b pl • to ro th -.'"" ... r of th o itte t.her 
h to h :ve 1a cu r ned. I --••w to l t bi a.umrind 
t th claion o • ittee b • 

I 



hbruu7 9• l9Sl 

Dr. Abraham J • lctnan 
701 Fand.ngton 
Hart.tord• eom.ct:1out 

dear Abes 

In rap]:' to your lstter of Februaey 2m. I no raaaon wqy 
Habb1 ,-our Baiar1nd should not be giftn the opportunitf' to 
write a IION detadled letter to tha iJJlll■l■ Board a.1nce ha 
.t..la that he did not rulJ7 state bis case in hi• earlier letter. 

if.I.th all good wishes, I rwa1n 

t~y r• 

ABBA IItLLEL SILVER 
AH. tar 
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OFFICERS: 1950-1951 

PHILIPS. BERNSTEIN. President 
Rochester, N. Y. 

JOSEPH L . FINK. Vice-President 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

PHINEAS SMOLLER, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

EXECUTIVE BOARD· 

ALBERT G BAUM , N w Yorlc, N. Y. 
SAMUEL M . BLUMENFIELD. Chicago, Ill. 
Louis J . CASHDAN . Charleston, W. Va. 
FREDERICK A. DOPP EL T. Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
ABRAHAM J . FELDMAN. Hartford, onn. 
ARIIEL L . GOLBERG . Richmond, Va. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON . Administrative Secretary 
Macon.Ga. 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
117 GIBBS STREET 

ROCHESTER 5, N . Y. 

HENRY E KAGAN . Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
NATHANIEL M . KELLER. NewBrunswiclc,N.J. 
SI ON EV M . LEFKOWITZ, Jnclcsonvillc, Fla. 
JACOB R . MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
SELWYN D . RUSLANDER . Dayton, Ohi 
SAMUEL D . SOSKIN, Fort Worth, Texas 
DAVID L . ZIELONKA . Tampa, Fla. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER , Financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. February 13, 1951 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 5, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

MAURICE L. ZIGMOND . Cambridge, Mass. 

Thanks for letting me see 
Mrs. Paterson's interesting letter which 
I a~ herewi h enclosing. 

Some time soon I will 
send out to the member of the Conference 
a letter which will contain, among other 
things, some hel~ful (I hope) reference 
to "The Foot of Pride." 

PSB/ir 
Enc. 

Cordial regards, 

As r 
Philip S. Bernstein 
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Central {onftrence of flmtrican Rabbis 
COMMITTEE ON JEWISH LITERATURE AND ART 

0/ficerJ: 1950-1951 
PHILIP S. BERNSTEIN, President 

Rochester, N. Y . 

JOSEPH L. FINK, Vice-President 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

PHINEAS SMOLLER, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

ISAAC E. MARCUSON, Adminstrotive Secretary 
Macon, Go. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Financial Secretory 
Reading, Po. 

ELY E. PILCHIK, Chairman 

17 Waverly Avenue 

Newark 3, N. J. 
Jhe Lommitlee: 

BERNARD J. BAMBERGER, New York, N. Y . 
ROLAND 8. GITTELSOHN, Rockville Centre, L. I. 
MORRIS GOLDSTEIN, San Francisco, Calif. 
JAMES G. HELLER, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ALEXANDER S. KLINE, Clarksdale, Miss. 
MAX MACCOBY, Mt. Vernon, N. Y . 
JULIUS MARK, New York, N. Y. 
AHRON OPHER, Paterson, N. J. 
JACOB P. RUDIN, Great Neck, N . Y. 
JACOB J. WEINSTEIN, Chicago, Ill. 

March 6, 1951 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
!!'he Temple 
E. 105th Street and .Ansel Road 
Cleveland, 6 Ohio 

Der Dr. Silver: 

As Chairman of this Comr1ittee on Literature and Art, I find 
myself in the company of publishers from time to time. Yesterday 
I had an interesting session -1th one of the reall fine men in 
the trade, Mr. Elliott B. Iacrae, President of E. P. Dutton & Co. 
He asked me to recommend someone for this purpose: 

His company is publishing a new edition of Paul Goodman's "Little 
Histor, of the Jews", now brought up to date by Israel Cohen. He 
, anted an outsta.ndine; person to write the preface for this new 
American edition. I took the liberty of sugF-estin your name. I 
indicated th t ou were an exceedi ly busy man and that you micht 
not be able to do it, but that if ou could, there was no one better 
qualified. 

With m every best wish, 

Cordially yours, 

EEP:FC 
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Th co ttee t at e T pl in elev la.n at 11 • • ill t mbers of 

th committee being preaantJ • Solo n • nehof, . J s a. Hell r , • Jacob 

oua , ur. A.bba 1illel \,)ilver., an r . rah J . eldman, e 

pre idin . Pr sent also, as abbi orr Liberian, cnairun 

Cu tte . 

T Chairman r • nte the tter o 
C lainc7 Co ittee dat d January 26, 1951, 

lett r fro 
followin 

the 
las 

I 

t hap incy 

C eala . (see letter on il e n ,:;> nt of 
nt had n xpr •~1~u~r 1 

laincy Co c..,~o,.A,,t 
of o it • 

io toe 
n ci ions of p 
t • o . ,. lt, v ttor 

ed i c • bi Lieb th t sue 
• 1 e al coami 

plaincy C d with 
ted ou·t tha J 

at th 
r it by 
te s ..1.n e 
te ar not subj c . 

ed 
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uch 
ely 

n 
r so e 

th 
latter 

y v~-. xp -aa,,cd al.arm ov r 
trio bbi Ueb rman stated 

rmy ll not accept 
hiatriot or analyst. After conoi rabl discussion 

co in uc c a, on motion o • tab 1 ilver it waa 
ed that p o to :he co t e to us p ychia tric e as 
ice 1or rre hall be dir ct to a ply or army examina i onJ tho e 

a ar to o itte nuin ly und r ychia tric o h uld b acted 
thi co ittee an th • rment co i 

i th re 'erence to nt on th b i th the wi.J.e, it w 
ed th t t nt b ranted until 

a.. r proo a in--> be in. 1' us ill 
birth o 

an th t 
th t lJlllll,eaJ.a tely' 
1 amil.y fro 

three to our ntha f ollowin the irth f t . child . 
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i it to be in aa of th 
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auoh a t •" It 
Ap .............. ~ we> tte 

in r a n 
nt e iM 
d when 
ti . }i 

d t t 

to q t on by Rab 1 Lie , , cone ming 
nit ia ranted by the Appe Committe J i . e . , 

the applicant wu o 11 d or o th da of 
i ell r B ste t at it "until such and 

ont s ould start with th d or th 



Rabbi Ueberman reviewed the etatl.18 of the draft. As of January JO, 19$1, 
ill Chaplaina are to be on active duty. uf these, one-third are to be .. fom, 
one-third comervatiTe, and one-third orthodox. Aa of ebruary 20, 1951, 37 n 
are on actiTe duty-, l o! whom are eform, conservative and ll Orthodox. In 
addition, 2 form, l Consenative, and l Orthodox have also received orders aa 
or APril )0th. ! th 37 to be provided by the COAR, 20 are on duty- or under or rs, 
leavin 17 to b provided. TWO already called in the ir rce s rvea. oth 
had erved in orl ar II. hen bbi Lieberman h consulted with ,as4 ton, he 
ha b en advis d that although the CCAR can upply enough Chaplains without u i 
m n in the reserves, the !ir rce 18 calling up men in terms of rank and a •J i.e., 
if they- have called 2 Catholic majors, they :ust also call 2 Jerlah jors, etc. 
Rabbi Lieberman stated that the Chaplaincy Co ittee is calling only n 1n the A-1 
and A-2 cate riee. e urther stated that 13 n are now b ing proce sed althou 
they have not all pused th ir physical exa:c1inations. Ten hav been deferr d 
temporarily, 4 additional who e casee are penling before th . committee on Appeals, 
and l who has b en in Iara l and is returning June l t and will be •li-ible. 

In order to sup ly the 17 additional Chaplaina required, ap rox:Jmately 2 are 
available at aome eta e, ich should be sufficient. In ad it·on, rather than t'l'O 

into the A-3 category, Rabbi Li barman met with the senior• at the {UC and lIR• 
11 except one man expreased their willingnese to cooperate 1n order that the A-3 

men would not have to serve. They would be ndoreed b7 the cc and take their 
physical xaminationa at once so that they will be ready to erve by June .)0th. 

Rabbi Lieberman stated th t the Conaervative up hu almost reached 1 ta 
quota, but that the rtho ox group ia having difficulty. Some question was raised 

a tc whether the CC R hould exc ed i ta ne-third quota in order to meet the 
Jewish q ota. The opinion wu expressed that they ahould not, even though thia 
mi ht nece sitate the calling of some re■er'I o ficera. 

• cua asked wheth r the Coll eh enlar • 1 ta enrollclent in or r 
to form a pool ro which to dr :w future Chap 1n8 since it wu reco n1s d that 
the ent pr .,.,_.,,_ was on more-or-leas pe nent b aia. e stated that they-
would continue to accept lar numbers o! etudente aa lon aa it waa nee a ary. 

Rabbi ' l th n presented for con ideration the f'ollowin caa a 1 

1. Rabbi Paul R. Sieg l &AO fe nt requaa d on the baai 01 ealth of hia w1f who 
had recentlj undi one a miec rr and wu now b t t d for a condary anemia. 
(See letter o physician on ile.) The cas ha b en f erred to • ide eld 
who reco nde temporaey def rment on otional rather than physical unda. so 
question as raiaed b:, th mber of the Co tte co rn1n the vali ty- or tm 
request. abbi ldman was instructed to communicate with th physician in char 
to terrnine ether Rab i Si• el' a dep ture would in any, way a!! ct the r eoTery 
of his wife. If o, h was ponred to rant a ) month defe nt. If not, Rabbi 
Siegel waa to be advised acoordi ly. 

2. Rabbi Albert Plotkin - Reque1t for efe nt b ed on pregnancy of wi e and birth 
of ririt ohlid In siptiiiiber. In aocordanoe with action tak n this date, abbi Plotkin 
i• anted deferment until the birth of the child at which time h i to b 
procea ing. 

) • Rabbi C. l'tn H l!f!tt - Requested nt on the ground that he ia doing 
milltari aervice n hia area and that he 1a alao under o payohiatric t tment. 
Thia cue had be n pre ente at the lut e ti when it wu d that hi reque t 
could not b granted on the bui1 o! hi int point, and at that time he did not 
wiah it known th the WU under ing payohiatric treatment. It WU JIOT d and oonded 
that Rabbi Helf ott be advi■ed to ■YUMw.t to an xamination b7 the a.riq. 



.. -.3-

4. Rabbi ~ur aumrind - Thia r quest h d een reject d at t e last eeting o! 
th Co Ittee, followin which Rabbi wnrind wrote a letter r qu ti another earing. 
Thi lot a circulat d o th ers of th co •,,ittee. n bru ~ l2t , the 
chairman wrote to hilll, ad:viaing him to send add. tional mat rial t once. Aa or this 
dat . ot rt er h b n heard, and it was, the 'ore, h ju nt f the 
co ttee th t aince Rabbi awarind did not reply in t or the et.in , th ease 
is clos d, 1d ~ ction o~ the o ~tte ak~n a the prev: us ct·n st nda. 

5. ____ ....,..______ bi eldman r port , ha qu .. sted 
defe of a conaci ti us objector, b Co d 
r j ct t c .. a t ub t d h iatr:lc 
care, an eidenfe n t. or 
o y 1 ow • a en a. pulpit in c:-o 
ra s d e the n t be a t 
ou ht ef~ t a e o n rand ti 
b taken. t the end n accordance th the cy, 

0 itu e will C 11 . i rr • 

6. ---------- -had en recc :ve ro 
SC i· u 

statin that 

r ction o h1 r q 
• in e ula not 

a~t r 1:ch i r-c d 
n ter the inc;y. 

t l ttor 
had 

7. Rabbi lph Falk• ·) al in per -.111. e his 
e 1~ arraas t: havin to i , e circ t e than 
what they are, he would prefer se"ing• He stated that his mother n ill !or 
26 1 r ... t i ?" n ted by 
the death o his on1¥ sister six ! later. 
1h . h c t i , r) d qui 
nil. e a • spital. w y are o an d to 
e r ,,h er t! ...,..,.,._.., sh uld cl r d, h 
would be o to be c • is t er w pr re• ing, 
h lt that , sl coul'l l r ei ter. o •v r, l t year 

iater ly alone with • living 
1. v . I to l n • of' l r d two 

ta, p reiterated 
his • sire to erv l 1 too 
ill to be one instit.utiunal thus o choic 

u to a k o c... . i n • a 1 ician 
• 1 subetanti • letter • .tn p ation 

a i f'i lvcr, t ibili ty -~..n t on 
mother's part o f r u 1 

r tir . 

~~-~ L lt th t 
been some re 

t 
watch • motio Dr. nt 

ran i on t 
Committee 11 co a a imil 

The etw. a oumed at 2115 l • •• to reconv ne at call l th C air . 
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nlll(Ul J •. l,-.. 
on ,ppeala c 

7, conn. 
C r1 

April 4, l.9Sl 
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PROPOSED 

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

OF THE 

CE TRAL CONFERE E OF AMERI A RABBIS 

ARTICLE I-Name 

This oro-anization hall be known as the Central onference of 
American Rabbis. 

ARTICLE II-Object 

The object of this Con£ er nee shall be to pr s rve and promote 
the Jewish religion and to encourage all efforts for the dissemina
tion of the teachings thereof in a liberal piri ; to advance the cause 
of Jewish learning; to foster the pirit of fellowship and cooperati 11 
among the rabbis and other Jewish scholars of Am rica; and to 
make provision for worthy colleagues who are prevented for any 
sufficient reason from following their calling. 

ARTICLE III-Members/zip 

SECTION 1. Membership in the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis shall be of three classes. Applicants for membership shall 
fill out a blank furnished for that purpose and shall indicate thereon 
their respective classification. All applications for membership shall 
be acted upon by the Executive Board. 

CLAss I. Any ordained Rabbi, either a graduate of a recognized 
rabbinical seminary or the possessor of a Scmicha regarded as 
authoritative by the Executive Board, and who is engaged solely 
in rabbinical work or in work akin cllereto, provided he is not 
a member of any other national rabbinical body. 

Cuss II. One who is not an ordained Rabbi but wh is a pro
fes or in a Rabbinical Seminary and devotes his full time to such 
a profession. 



2 CE TilAL Co. 1FERE CE OF A !ERICA RABBIS 

CL s III. Educational Direct r of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations engaged exclusively in Jewish religious 
education. 

ECTI 2. J wish h lars who are ordain cl rabbi , who e ac-
tivity i in fields allied to Jewi h education, and communal workers 
of prominence who live outside the United States and Canada who 
have be n rabbis, and Liberal Rabbis· serving out ide the United 
State and Canada who ar not graduates of American seminaries, 
may be elected as corresponding members upon recommendation of 
the Executive Board. Corresponding members shall pay du s. They 
shall not, however, be entitled to financial benefits. 

ECTIO. 3. Membership in the Conference shall be terminated 
by the action of the Executive Board under the f llowin 1T c nditi n : 

CLA I. Whenever a Rabbi leaves the ministry permanently 
, nd enters into an occu1 ation or profes ion unrelated to rabbini
cal service. 

CLASS II. Whenev r a professor in a Rabbinical Seminary, who 
i not an ordained Rabbi sever his connecti n with such a semi~ 
nary. 

Cuss III. Whenever the educational director ev rs his con
nection from director hip of religious education of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. 

ECTJO 4. Honorary members or honorary officers may be 
lected by the C nfer nee when unanimou ly proposed by the 

Executive Board. They shall not be required to pay dues, but shall 
be en titled to vote. 

ARTICLE IV- Dues 

~ECTI 1. The annual dues of member hall be a f llow 
Those m n receivin a alary up to and 

5 999 sha 11 pay 
Fr m ~ 7 9 9 shall pay 
From 9 () hall p y 
From 14 999 ha11 pay 
From 15.000 an<l up .hall p,1y 

including 
5.00 

. 10.00 
15.00 
2000 
30. 0 
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All payment shall be made in adv~mce. 

ECTIO 2. The dues shall ntitle members to a copy of all publi

cations of the Conference. 

ECTIO 3. The amount f annual clue tc b' paid into th 

Reli f Fund hall b Jecid cl by the Con£ r ' l ce upon r com

mendati n of the Executive Board and hall b u ·d h, di

rection of the Executive Board f r ti a i. tance of any de. erving 

member of the Confer nee or his family. 

ECTI01 4. Any member in arrears for two ears may b us

pended by the Executive Bo:.ird and a notic of this acti n hall b 

sent to the suspended member by the Admini tra ive ' cret.try. 

member suspended for nonpayment of du ma be r instated by 

the Executive Board upon. satisfa tory settlement of arrears. 

ECTIO 5. The E ecutive Board hall hav the power to remit 

any or all of the due of a member. 

ARTICLE V-Expulsion 

SEcTIO 1. When any member of thi onf ren , by public or 

private conduct, has rendered himself unw rthy of member hip, 

the Executive Board shall have a thorough investigation made of 

the signed and detailed charges, which shall have be n ubmitted 

to the Board, iving the accused ample opp rtunity to defend him

self; and, if th charges are found true, the Board shall expel said 

member from the Conference. P nding final action the B ard may 

suspend a mEmher. 

SEcTI i 2. No expulsion shall be valid unless at least three-fourths 

(3/ 4) of the members f the Executive Board shall affirmatively 

vote for same. 

SEcTIO 3. An xp lled member shall have th ri ht to app al 

from the decision of the xecutive Board t the onference a any 

r gular annual meeting of the Con( renc but not lat r than the 
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second annu I meeting foll wing hi rec ipt of notice of expul ion, 
and the es ion at which such appeal is h ard hall be executive. 

ECTJO r 4. otice of the expulsion of a member shall be sent 
to every member of the onference by the Admini trative Secre
tary. 

ARTICLE VI-0 fficers 

Ecno T 1. The Officers of this Conference shall be a president, 
vie -presid nt administrative secretary, financial secretary and trc::is
ur r who shall be elected at each annual on£ rence. These officer , 
together with ight en (18) additional members shall constitute the 
Executive Board. At the tim of the adoption of this Constitution 
nine (9) of these eighteen (1 ) additional members shall be lected 
to hold office for one year, and th other nine (9) shall be elected 
to hold ££ice for two (2) y ars; and at each annual Conference 
thereafter nine (9) memb r hall be elected to the Executive Board 
to hold office for two (2) years. All officers and the eighteen (1 ) 
additional members constituting th Executive I oard hall hold of
fice until their respective succe ors have be n lected. 

ECTIO 2. No member of the Conference hall serve as President 
or Vice-President for more than two consecutive terms; and no 
member who has served on the Executive Board for four successive 
y ars hall be eligible to reelection until two y ars hav pas ed. The 
.Admini trative S cretary the Financial cretary and the TreJsurer 
hall be eligible for re- lection. The immediate pa t President of 

the onf r nee hall s rve a two-year term on the Ex cutive Board 
immediat ly after retir ment as Pre ident and shall be deemed to 
be one of the eighteen (1 ) additional m ·mb rs r ferred to jn 

ction 1 above. 

S cno T • A m mber f the Executive Board who i ab n--
from two c nsecutive meeting of the Ex cutive Board, held at oth r 
times than in connection with the meetin of th Con£ rence, with
out uffici nt excu e, hall have his office d dared vacant by the, 
E cutive Board. 
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ARTICLE "II- Meetings 

SEcTJo • 1. This Conference shall m t annually at su h time and 

place as the previous c nv nti n or E cutiv Board shall sdt'ct. 

SEcTJO 2. The first notic of th time and place f each m etinb 

hall be mailed to all memb r as oon as the E. e utiv Board ha 

made its decision. A econd notice hall be is ued at lea t four week 

in advance of each meeting. 

ARTICLE VIII-Amendments 

ECTlOi 1. Amendment t this onstitution may be a tcd upon 

at any annual meeting, provided that prior notice in ~ccordance with 

Section II below has been duly given. Action relating to Am ncl

ments shall be the first order of business at each annual on f ' rence. 

SECTIO 2. The Executive Board h 11 giv noti ·c of ~m,pd.cd 

amendments to each member at least four we ks before the annual 

convention at which action thereon i to b taken. 

SECTI01 • 3. A two- hird vote of th members pre t.nt, repre

senting not less than one-si 'th of the total member hip of the ' n

ference shall be nece sary to adopt any proposed am ndment. 

ARTICLE I-Duties of Officers 

SE 'flOi • 1. The officer of the Conf r nc • shall p rform the 

c1utie usually incumbent upon uch fficers. They shall ubmit to 

the nference at its annu·1l convention a written report d their 

fficial transaction during the past y ar. 

' ·cno. 2. The Tr asurer hall give bond in . uch . um. a I he 

E. ·e utiv Board may det rmine. mon y f th Conf ercncc ha11 

be pai l out by the Treasurer xc pt upon a voucher 1r .. wn by the 
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Financial Secretary and signed by the Pre i<lent, or, in the ab ence 
of the President, the Vice-President. 

SEcTIO 3. It shall be the duty of the Executive Bo:i rd: 

(a) To take charge of dhe affairs of the Conference during 
adjournment. 

(b) To arrange a pro ram for the worl· of each meeting of 
the Conference and to send a copy of said proo-ram to each mem
ber of th Conference at least four weeks in advance of the annual 
meeting. 

( c) To publish a Yearbook, containino- a report of the trans
actions of the pr ceding convention, together with pap rs read 
and addresses delivered or abstracts therefrom. 

( d) To appoint a C mmittee on Committees ce,nsisting of 

members of the Board to recommend to th President of the 
Conference aU appointments on committees and commissions. 

( e) The Board shall meet three times a year and attend such 
special meetings as the President may call. 

SEcno 4. Notice of meeting of the Executive Board ·1nd of the 

business to be brought before such meeting shall be sent to all 

members of the Board at least three weeks before the meeting hall 
take place. Ten memb rs of the Executive Board shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business, and all decisions shall be by 
majority vote of those present. 

(a) The President of the HUC-JIR and the President of the 
UAHC shall be ex-officio liaison non-voting members of th~ Execu

tive Board during their terms of office provided, however, that they 

or either of them may be elected to serve as voting members. The 
foregoing limitations shall not affect their right to vote as members 
of the Conference. 
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ARTICLE II-Temporary Committees 

SE no, 1. The President hall app int, at th opening ession of 

each convention of the Confer nee he following temporary com

mittees: and such other committees as the Ex ·utive Hoard may 

deem necessary. 

(a) On President's Message. 

(b) On Resolutions. 

( c) On Nominations. 

( d) Public Relations and Thank . 

SE no • 2. The Committ · on Pr idcnt Mc a_i 5}1.111 • m-

ider and report on the suo-o-estions an] re ommendarion n-

tained in the annual report or message of the President. 

SEcno • 3. The Committee on Resolutions shall b fore fin l ad

journment, consider and report on all resolution offered ; t the on

vention, unless otherwise ordered by the Conference. 

l~CTIO 4. The Committe on omination hull ubmit a li . t 

f names for a11 offices, m mbers of the Executive B ;ar<l and mem

bers of Commis ions on which the C nfcrenc j r pre nt cl to 

be v t d on at a e sion of th annuL I onv ntion. 

ARTICLE III- tandir;g Committees 

SE" 'fl 1. The bu ine function and iz of all tandin<r om-n 

mittc s and AR C mmission :tppointm nt hall b <let rmmed 

by the .·ecutive Board. 

:~ TIO II. om mb r of the Conference can .erv .1 Ji, irm;in 

,f tw committee or on two cc,mmi sion at the sam time. 



ARTICLE IV-Quorum 

Ten per cent of the enr ,Hed membership shall com:dtute a 
Quorum for an annual Conference. 

ARTICLE V-Order of Business 

1. Roll Call. 

2. Reading of President's Message. 

3. Reports of Officers. 

4. Appointment of Temporary Committees. 

5. Offering of Resolutions. 

6. Report of Commissions. 

7. Report of Committees. 

8. Reading of Papers. 

9. Unfinished Business. 

10. New Business. 

11. Election of Officers. 

12. Adjournment. 

ARTICLE VI-Amendmentr 

These By-Laws may be amended by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) 
of the members present at any meeting of the Conference. 

! 
I 



OFFICERS: 19!50-1951 

PHILIP s . BERNSTEIN, President 
Rochester, N . Y. 

JOSEPH L. FINK , Vice -President 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

PHIN~S SMOLLER. Treasurer 
Loa Angeles, Calif. 

ISAAC E . MARCUSON . Administrative Secretary 
Macon,Ga. 

SIDNEY L . REGNEl'II , Financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 

117 GIBBS STREET 

ROCHESTER 5, N. Y . 

April 6, 1951 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD: 

ALBERT G BAUM . N w York, N . Y. 
SAMUEL M . BLUMENFIEL0. Chicago, lit. 
Louis J . CA&HDAN , Charleston, W. Va. 
FREDERICK A . DOPPELT. Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
ABRAHAM J . FELDMAN , Hartford, Conn. 
ARlt:L L . GOLBERG , Richmond, Va . 
HENRY E . KAGAN , Mt. Vernon, N .Y. 
NATHANIEL M . KELLER , NewBrunawick,N.J. 
SIDNEY M . LEFKOWITZ , Jacksonville, Fla. 
JACOB R . MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
SELWYN D . RUSLANDER , Dayton, Ohio 
SAMUEL D . SoSKIN , Fort Worth, Texas 
DAVID L . ZIELONKA . Tampa, Fla. 
MAURICE L . ZIGMOND . Cambridge, Maas. 

Because you are going to Israel shortly, I 
take the liberty of sending to you for your own information 
and for whatever good purpose you may wish to 118ke of it, 
the enclosed memorandum covering our recent meeting with 
Rabbi Ma.imon. You will note that this was a joint st&tement 
signed by the leadership of both the Conservative and the 
Reform bodies. I A have refrained from publicizing it 
because we wish to do nothing which might hurt Israel. At 
the same time, e desired to make our positi on quite clesr 
to Rabbi Maiman. 

I am assuming that, like myself, you desire 
to see equal rights for non-Orthodox forms of Jooaism and, 
at the same time, do not desire any exaggeration of the 
problem. My thought in sending it to you is both to keep 
you informed ana to suggest that you might find some states
manlike way to iron out the difficulties lhen you meet with 
the leadership in Israel. 

PSB/ir 
Enc. 

Best wishes for a good trip. 

Philips. Bernstein 
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March 7, 1951 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: RABBI JUDAH MAIMON, MINISTER OF RELIDIONS OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

On behalf of the Conservative and Reform rabbinate of America, 
we sreet you. Our greetings are extended to you personally ae a d1et1ngu1ehed 
leader in Israel; in the larger sense we salute you as an official representa
tive of the State of Israel. 

Our rabbis and their congregatiolll!I take pride in the glorious 
achievements of the State of Israel. We also take satisfaction from the help 
that we have been privileged to give. The names of such illustrious American 
rabbis as Stephens~ Wise, Abba Hillel Silver, James Heller, Israel Goldstein, 
Solomon Goldman, Milton Steinberg will be forever associated with victorious 
Zionism. Through the years, hundreds of their colleagues in the Conservative 
and Reform rabbinate as well as the overwhelming majority of their lay 
followers have likewise devoted themselves to the upbuilding of the Jewish 
commonwealth. For them we pledge our continued affection, devotion and support. 

Precisely because we are so profoundly concerned over the welfare 
of Israel, we consider it our duty to address you concerning a problem that 
is gravely disturbing American Jewry. We do this; we trust, in the spirit of 
sympathetic understanding; we have no desire to intervene in the internal 
affairs of the State. Furthermore, we believe that religion in Israel must 
express the will of the people of Israel. 

Just because we believe that laws inherited from the Turkish and 
British regimes do not permit all the ~eople of Israel to exercise free choice 
in matters of religion, we make these representations to you. It is known 
that the Ministry of Religions under your direction has been scrupulously fair 
to the Christian and the Moslem faiths. Thie is as it ebould be. However, 
there has not been equal consideration for the religious views and practices 
of non-Orthodox Jews. We know that there has been no interference with their 
right to worship. But we are also aware that they do not enjoy equal rights 
in the vital matters of marriage and divorce. With one special exception, 
non-Orthodox rabbis do not enjoy statue as rabbis in the eight of the present 
officially recognized rabbinical authorities in Israel. 

This constitutes discrimination against Conservative and Reform 
Judaism. Such discrimination is inconsistent with the basic democratic 
outlook of Judaism. The Torah portion of this past Sabbath prescribes that 
the offerings for the Miehkan should be given with a willing heart. There ms.y 
be difference of opinion among Jews, but religious beliefs and observances 
cannot be coerced. 

Such discrimination is inconsistent with the democratic develop
ment and objectives of the new State. To deny equality of rights to non
Orthodox Jews 1e to attempt to turn back the clock of history. The modern 
forms of Judaism which we represent are the product of a century of adaptation 
to changing conditions in the modern world. These developments affecting a 
large segment of Jewry cannot be erased by fiat. 
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Memorandum to Rabbi Judah ?,feinJon 
tJerch 7, 1951 

The failure to grant equal rights in Israel to non-Orthodox Jew~ 

is a source of offenee to Conservative and Reform Judais~ th~oughout he wo~l4, 

It tends to create irritations and ~ven antagenie~ which are injurious to 

healthy relations between Israel and the ~iaspora, It »laces weapo~ of attack 

in the bands of the enemies of Isr~elt Jet e~ly the democratic outlook of 

Judaism and the Jewish people, but alee p~actica! considerations call for the 

elimination of this injustice, 

Therefore, the undersigned Presidents respectively of the 

Rabbinical Assembly of America and the Central Conference of American Rabbis, 

the largest rabbinic bodies in the world, respectfully but firmly request that 

you employ your good offices as Minister of Beligions to bring about the 

granting of equal rights to non-Orthodox rabbis and early action which will fix 

-such equal rights into the law of the land. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Max Davidson 

President, 
Rabbinical Assembly of America 

Philips. Bernstein 

President, 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 
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The following is a summary of a meeting held between Rabbi Judah Maimon, 

Minister of Religions in the Israeli cabinet, and a group of non-orthodox rabbis 

representing the Central Conference of American Rabbis and the Rabbinical Assembly 

of America. Present also were rabbis of the Mizrachi Organization of America. The 

meeting was held in Rabbi Maimon'e suite at the Hotel Esplanade on March 6, 1951. 

A prepared statement was presented to Rabbi Maimon citing, in general, the 

disappointment of the non-orthodox American rabbinate with the Ministry of Religion 

in denying religious freedom to some groups of Israeli Jews. The statement wee 

signed by Rabbi Philip Bernstein for the CCAR and by Rabbi Max Davidson for the RAA, 

Presidents of the respective organizations. 

In reply, Rabbi Maimon stated that no representation of protest bad ever 

been made to hie office by either a non-orthodox rabbi or congregation. Instances 

were cited from among the experiences of the Liberal rabbis and congregations in 

Israel wherein they were refused the right to marry and bury those of their own grou1 

but bad, instead, to accept the ministrations of another rabbi, one approved by the 

Chief Rabbinate. 

When asked whether he would grant full rights to one of these Liberal 

groups, should they present themselves before him, Rabbi Mailnon replied, on the 

several occasions when the same question was posed, that he could not tell beforehanc 
. 

what hie decision would be. Besides, he pointed out, the endorsement and engagement 

of rabbis did not lie within hie province but under the aegis of the Chief Rabbinate. 

When asked whether he would use his influence upon the Chief Rabbinate ursine it to 

grant full rights to this Jewish minority, be stated that, per contra, be would urse 

the Chief Rabbinate~ to grant the group the permission now denied them. 

It was pointed out that the non-orthodox rabbis were meet1ns with him, not 

only as rabbi to rabbi, but in bis role as Minister of Relisions, who they hoped 

would consider the matter with the disinterested obJeot1v1ty of a sovernment offic1a1 

Rabbi Maimon stated that bis reply stemmed from his thinking both as a 

rabbi and as a member of the Israeli cabinet, that there was one nation in Israel 

and there must be one Torah, one form of religious life tor the Jewish 1nbab1tante. 

On that basis he would vigorously oppose the introduction of autonomous splinter 
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sects into the religious life of the community. As it is presently constituted, the 

Chief Rabbinate approves the credentials and qualifications of all rabbis and they 

are thus enlisted within the framework of the Chief Rabbinate. Someone had stated in 

the discussion, he recalled, that the Liberal congregations were identical in their 

mode of worship with those of the majority of congregations in Israel, the only 

difference beins that though the men and women sat apart, there was no curtain sep

arating the two sexes. This is an erroneous supposition, he declared, if those who 

presented it felt that this was the sole cause for the exclusion of the Liberal 

congregations and rabbis from the framework of the Chief Rabbinate. The Agudat 

Yisroel of Jerusalem has refused to accept upon itself the authority of the Chief 

Rabbinate and demands its own~ .QJJl• They, too, are excluded from the framework 
I 

of organized religion and will remain so until they yield in their recalcitrance and 

accept the authority of the Chief Rabbinate. It cannot be charged that this group is 

unobservant or that it violates the taryag mitzvot, still they are denied the right 

to perform weddings and funerals. 

There must be a centralized and controlled rabbinate, Rabbi Maimon went 

on. There are innumerable other groups who, similarly, seek to have their own 

rabbinate and their own~ din, for example, the Sephardim who are the most persist

ent in thetr efforts to win such rights. In Israel there must be 1!m echad and such 

diversity would exert an undesirable centrifugality. It had been noted in the 

previous discussion that in 18th and 19th century Europe, the Chass1d1m and 

Mitnagdim has constituted~ echod though each had its own autonOJ'.l:G' and~ din. 

Rabbi Ma1mon commenting upon this observation, stated that the Chass1d1m in Israel 

would have to accept the hegemony of the Chief Rabbinate and forsake their own total 

autono:m;,y for the sake of the larger community. There always would be, however, 

ample and unrestricted freedom within the broad framework• 

Rabbi Maimon pointed out that it was important for Americans to take 

cognizance of the fact that in Israel, a rabbi was appointed to minister to the 

religious needs of an entire area. He did not meet with a single congregation nor 
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d~~l witP its congregantQ 1~ the eSffle nianner as ~id an ,American rabbi• ffe d~alt 

with legal matters, divorce, etc., but had none of the personal pastoral con-

tact of the American rabbi. Thus a man aseisned to a section of the county would 

have to be the type acceptable to the majority in the area and certainly this would 

not apply to a Liberal rabbi. Besides, the congregation does not provide for the 

rabbi's financial support, the State through the Chief Rabbinate paid hie salary, 

thus allowing for the placement of rabbis in those small, outlying, impecunious 

settlements where the support of a rabbi would otherwise be impossible. 

When it was suggested that this was an outright example of the union of 

Religion and State and that, l~kewiee, through this procedure, the State of Israel 

was denying the freedom of worship to segments of its populace, Rabbi Maimon stated, 

again, that no one interfered with worship per se. Any group of ten might assemble 

and pray tn any manner which suited their conscience with no interference from the 

government. He was asked how this statement could be made 1n view of the fact that 

the Liberal congt-egation in Tel Aviv had sought to rent a hall for High Holy Day 

worship from the municipal government and had been refused permission. He declared 

that he wee unaware of this incident and wanted to be apprised of the facts for 

though he had no control over the elected authorities of the city of Tel Aviv he 

doubted that such discrimination was conscious and deliberate. 

An instance was described of an American woman who had received a ,m 

from an authorized American Conservative~ _gin, whose members were ehomray mitzvot 

and fully qualified to grant such a get. When she arrived in Israel, a Jerusalem 

rabbi apparently noting the source of the get automatically declared it void, making 

the woman an agupa. No effort was made to ascertain the reliability of the bet _g!n; 

it was unilaterally condemned as invalid. Here, it was pointed out to Rabbi Maim.on, 

was a matter in which the Israeli rabbinate was not primarily concerned. Instead, 

the validity and character of an American religious institution was Judged by an 

Israeli rabbi, casting reflection upon its reliability and a Jewess waa gratuitously 

placed in the desperate plight and grave state of an asuna• 
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Rabbi Maim.on felt that from the facts presented this was an injustice 

and promised to investigate the matter once all the pertinent details had been 

presented to him• 

In the course of this discussion, it became lmown that Israeli rabbis 

seeking to ascertain the validity of a set simply write an acquaintance a1n0ng 

the orthodox rebbinate of the American city in which the get has been prepared 

and accept the arbitrary Judgment of this lone rabbi as to the competence of the 

rabbi who prepared the get. It was agreed that though in most instances the rabbi 

of the community was in a position to Judge accurately the qualification of the 

rabbi who bad prepared the get, it was a most ineffective and irresponsible method 

of validization. 

Rabbi Maimon was assured, at the close of the meeting, that the group of 

rabbis who met with him crune in a spirit of respect and affection. They had been 

staunch Zionists all of their lives and would continue to in this role, aiding 

Israel with all their zeal. They were, nonetheless, disappointed in the views 

presented by Rabbi Maimon and they would continue to seek for remediation of the 

present religious pattern in Israel which they feel to be contrary to the very 

spirit of Israel and to Judaism itself. 

It was agreed that no release should be made to the press discussing 

either the meeting itself or the results thereof. 

This statement was prepared by: 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
for the Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Rabbi Ben Zion Bokeer 
for the Rabbinical Assembly of America 

In attendance at the meeting were: 

CCAR 

Rabbi Phillip Bernstein 
Rabbi Bernard Bamberger 
Rabbi David Seligson 
Rabbi Jay Kaufmen 

RAA -
Babb1 Theodore Friedman 
Rabbi Mex Davidson 
Babbi David Aronson 
Rabbi Ben Zion Bokeer 

JUL"# ~##J/ ~## ~## fl'/###f#J/# m, ,nf , , t f , t 1 , f if , , , , t , , 

MOA 

Rabbi Max Kirehblum 
Rabbi Sol Shapiro 



BULLETIN 
UENTRAL UONFERENUE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

April, 1951 

Dear Coll ague: 

I think it may be inter tin r, and perhap h lpful , to inform you of recent dcvelopm nts affe t
ing the Conference; hence thi letter. It i of cours , not intended as a final or complete report, but 
on ta ins a miKellan of item which em signifi .mt at this time: 

1. Mor than eight member of the Conferen c have indicated th ir desire to attend the Institut 
in Isra l this Summer. Because of the lar re number. and pecial arr,mgcment the cost has 
be n reduced to appro imately 1250.00 which includes a ir transportation both vays and five 
week in Israel. If ou arc intere t d in joining the Institute, and have not already cxpr s. eel 
our int re t, please comm uni ate with Rabbi Herbert Friedman in Denv ·r immediately. 

2. The President of th Rabbini al s embl of .\merica and the C.C. .R. together with official 
delegates from both hocli , met with Rabbi J uclah Maimon, Israel' Mini t r of Religions 111 

cw ork on March ()th, 1951. Resp ctfully but firm! , , e pre cntcd the ca · for equalit of 
righh for non -Orthodo, Jew in Israel. Rabbi Maimon was not in a position to make a com-
mitment, nor a rc , c c rtain as to the position he , ill take on thi m,1tt ·r. cvcrthcle it i • 
our conclu ion that the e rcprc cntation by the Reform and Comcrvative rabbinate and the 
written statement which accompanied them arc likcl to have a beneficial effect . B a rrecmcnt 
between the two groups th · intcrvi ·w was not publicized in that w ' , i. h ·d to do nothing which 
might in an , a hurt Israel al the present time. t the Conference session in e\i London 
I plan to giv ou a full report. 

ndcr th ab! · leadership of Morris Lieb ·rman and with the f ullcst cooperation of those mo t 
directly involved, th · Conference i me tin r it re pun ibilitie in regard to Chaplain y need . 



For thi report to you, Rabbi Lieberman ha p: cpared a hrid summary: 

' As of February 20th there were cightc n Reform chaplain~ on active duty and two mo:· · 

under orders- giving us a total of twenty men toward. our quota of thirty-seven, which is 

to b met b June 30, 1951. Thirteen rabbi ar in variom nages of their proce ·sing. T, elve 

hav received temporary deferment by the Committee on Appeals. From these two categories 

and from the senior clas c o[ the Hebrew nion College-Jewish In titute of Religion, which 

have re ponded most heartily to the reque~t of the Chaplainc Committee to register in advance 

of graduation for processing o that they will he able to enter upon active duty immedi ·ttel 

following ordination, the Conference will he able to m ' Cl it quota by June 30th withoOt 

<..JUCstion. For the time b::: ing and until our quota is raised, there i. no thought of calling 

rabbi 111 category -3." 

-L Becau e the Chaplaincy problems involve the .A.H.C. and the H.U.C.-J .l.R. as well a th 

Conference a Joint Commi sion on Military ' rvices ha been established designed to protect the 

intere. t of rabbis who enter the Chaplaincy a well a thos of th congregation . Rabbi Joseph 

Fink, its Chairman thu, summarizes the current progr,m1 of this bod 

"The Joint Commi . ion on Military S rviccs consist. of rcprc cntati cs of the C.C.A.R., the 

nion of American Hebrew Congregations ancl the H.U.C.J.1.R.,- fifteen m ·n whose respons

ibilit it i to negotiate with the congregations whose rabbis have volunteered for chaplainc 

services. Th , Commission has communicatC'd with every rabbi who has volunteered to serve as 

a chaplain and, at the suggestion of the rabbi h~1s communicated wih the congregation in 

order to secure prop r tenure, salar differ ' ntial and an other arrang ment which , oulcl 

ca~ · the mind of the rabbi while in militar service and, at th , ame time, would protect th · 

congregation during the rabbi's ab~ence. The Commi sion has worked diligently ever since 

it wa organized at the mergency meeting of the ~:xccutivc Board of the Confcrcnc , last 

Fall. :\!though there ha been man difficult I rc ,blems to solv ·, in each in. tanc satisfactor 

arrangements we re made both with the congr ·gation and the rabbi concerned. The Com

mi . sion is always cager to b • of assistan c to ,111y member of the Conf erencc concerned with 

the question of militar ervices and congregational arrangements. The Commi sion meets 

r gularl with large attenclanc • at all me ·tings. \ll members of the Conference are urged 

to con . ult with this Commission in ;in instance where it can he hclpful.'' 

5. An attempt hall been made to activate.. and route Committee functions and per.onnel. In the 

arl all, I r ·quest d Con( ·renc • memb ' r!-. to indic:nc tht'ir pecial intere ts. Wherever possi-

ble, the e requests were honored. B a tion of the Executive Board in face of th • e, paneling mem-



bership, only those rabbis were placed on Com mittecs who !:ave been in the Conference four years 
or more. We have tried to limit members to a maximum of two Committees , ith exception onl 
in cases of sp cial usefulness. With a large, growing Conference, rotation in Committee Chairman
•:hips se med cl irable. Therefore, changes were madl.'. in mo~t Chairmanships. I take this oppor
tunity to thank the Chairmen who this year reti :·eel from their positions. earl all of them were re
appointed to the Committees under new Chairmc.:n with the expectation that th ire ·periencc and 
coumcl would be of great help. We urged Chairm n to arrang Committe m etings during 
the Cleveland Biennial. We see no point in ina ·tive Committees or Chairmen. Lacking a pro
fc::sional Executive, the Conference is dcpend : nt upon the conscientious devotion of its Com
mittee Chairmen and members. 

(>. nder th direction of Vice-President Fink a;1 out landing program is being planned for the 
con ention in e, London, Connecticut to Ix held Jun 19th through June 24th. One int ' r
e.Hing ev ning will be devoted to an evaluation of trends in R form and Conservative Judaism. 
Rabbis Jam s (1. Heller and Leon Feuer will peak for the Reform group. Rabbi Ira Ei enstcin 
and Robert (,ordi will interpret current agreements and differences, from the viewpoint of the 

Con rvative rabbinate. 

lthough not p<..cifically related to the activities of the Confer n • , I call our attention at the 

suggestion of cme of our collea rues to a rema , kahlc book, "The Foot of Pride" by Mal olm 

Hay. It contains as Rabbi Abba Hillel Silv r ha~ written, "an extraordinarily (inc defense o( 

Jews and Ju<lai ~m against their enemies with especial empha i on th p01 onou attack mad ' 

ao,1inst them b the e.1rly church father , to which so much of ubscquent .mti-Je, i. h bia can he 

traced. Malcolm Hay is one of th leading Catholic laymen of C1rcat Britain. His thoughtful 

and cholarly book i inc.keel a labor of love and ,1 "Kiddu. h Hashem.' 

It i sLwgested that it would be helpful to hav ' this hook plac ·cl in libraries and in the hands o( 

Chri tian leaders. 

I take thi occa 10n to wi h you a good Pe ·ach. Looking forward to eeing you in ew Lon

don. I am 

Ph ilip S. Bernstein, 

Pr<.. ·ident 



TENTATIVE PROGRAM 

SIXTY-SECOND 

ANNUAL CONVENTION 

OF THE 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT 

TUESDAY, JUNE NINETEENTH 

MONDAY, JU E TWENTY-FIFTH 

NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY-ONE 



PROGRAM 
Tuesday Morning, June 19, 1951 - 9 :30 O'clock 

Meeting of the Executive Board 

Hotel Griswold 

Tuesday Evening, Juue 19, 1951 - 8 O'clock 

Hotel Griswold - New London, Conn. 

Opening Prayer .................................................................... Julian Morgenstern 
Greetings ...................................................................................... Joseph L. Fink 
President's Me age ............................................................ Philip S. Bern tein 
Memorial Tributes: 

1. William Ackerman .................................................. .. Julian Feibelman 
2. Joseph I. Gorfinkle ................ .. ..................................... Max Maccoby 
3 Abram Hir hberg ............................................................ Loui Wol ey 
4. Abraham Holtzberg ························• ·························· James G. Heller 
5. Louis Witt ............................................................ Samuel H. Goldenson 

Kaddish and Clo ing Prayer ............................... .. ................... S. H. Markowitz 

Wednesday Morning, June 20, 1951 - 9 :30 O'clock 
Opening Prayer . . ... . ....... ... . . .. ..... .... ... . .... ..... ... ..... ... . ... . ... .. ... . ... .. Herbert Hendel 
REPORTS: 

President ........................................................... ... ...... Philip S. Bern tein 
Administrativ Secretary .......... .. ............................ Isaac E. Marcu on 

*Financial Secretary .................................................... Sidney L. Regner 
Treasurer ............................................................... ......... Phineas Smoller 

*Finance .................................................. ...................... Sidney L. Regner 
*Investments .... .... ............................................... .......... .. Phineas Smoller 
*Publications .............................................................. .. Isaac E. Marcu on 
*Solicitations ............................................................ Nathan A. Perilman 
*Synagogue Council ............................................................ Samuel Wolk 
Contemporaneous Hi tory and Literature ................ Herbert I. Bloom 

*Synagog Activitie .................... ................................ Jacob D. Schwarz 
*Committee on Pale tine ..................................... ....... Herbert Friedman 
• Arbitration ................................................................ Emil W. Leipziger 
Chaplain .. ... .... ........... .. . ...... ..... ............ ...... ......... .... Morris Lieberman 

Di cussion on Placement and Chaplain 
Responsa ........... .. ........ ..... ... ...... ... ........ ......... .. . . .... ..... .. ............... ... I rael Bet tan 
12 :45-N oonday Service and Sermonette ................... . Morris M. Feuerlicht 

Wedne day Afternoon - 2 O'clock 
REPORTS: 

*Religiou Work in Univer iti ................................ Maurice Zigmond 
Church and State ........................................................ Jacob Shankman 
Committee on Tenure ................................................ Emil W. Leipzig r 

*Ceremonie ........................................................................ Max Reichl r 
*Curator of Archive ........................................................ Sheldon Blank 
Synagog Mu ic .......... ............. .... ........................... ...... Samuel Sandmel 
Ju tice and Peace ................................................ Roland B. Gittel ohn 

Wednesday Evening - Conference Dinner - 6 O'clock 
ADDRESS BY 

NELSON GLUECK 



Wednesday Evening - O'clock 
PAPER: 

Total War and Total P a ............................... Roland B. Gittl • hn 
Thur day Morning - 9 O'clock 

Opening Prayer . . .......... ... . .. . ... . ........ ..... ... ... .. .. .. ... .. ...... .. ... . . ... ... Bernard La in 
New Constitution 
12 :45-Noonday Service and Sermonett .................... Sicln y M. Lefkowitz 

Thur day Afternoon - 2-3 :30 O'clock 
ECTIO AL MEETI 'GS 

Youth Experiment 
Rabbi Samuel ook 

Experiments in Ritual and Congregational Activitie 
Rabbi \Villiam B. Silv rman 

The Role of the Rabbi and Hi Interrelation with Social \Vork and Com
munity Work 

Rabbi Robert L. Katz 

Thur day Afternoon - 4 O'clock 
PAPERS: 
The lmpa t of Ali n ultur Up n the J w and Judai ·m, Elgar E. "i:kin 

and Maurice L. Zigmond 

Thur day Evening - 6 :30 O'clock 
1 nf r nee Dinn r Honoring 1Vlen in Rabbinate for Fifty Y ars 

ADDRESS BY 
MAURICE . EISE DR TH 

Thur day Evening - : 30 O' dock 
Di cu • i n on Reform and Cons r ati J udai m 

(R f rm) Jam s G. Heller (Con ·er ati ) Ire Ei: nHt in• 
Leon I. Feuer Rob rt Gordi 

Friday Morning - 9 : 30 0 clock 
Opening Prayer ................................. ............................... Sanford E. Sap r t in 
REPORTS: 

*Information on Ju lai m ........................................ Harry W. Ett J. n 
*R lief ................................................................................ Samu 1 M. Gup 
*Sub ention . . ........................................................... Felix A. L vy 
*In titute on Judia ·m ............. ..................................... ...... Samu I W hl 
*Union Prayer Book .................................................... Richard H rtz 
*For ign orr pond nt.. . ........................................... Frank Ro nthal 

Adult R ligiou Education ............................................. Max Mace by 
R ligiou Education ... . . ......................... David I. C larbaum 

12 :45-Noonda Servic and Sermon tt .................. Philip D. Bo k ·taber 
Friday Afternoon - 2-4 O'clock 

ECTIONAL MEETI GS 
The Rabbi and Hi Per onal Religion 

Rabbi J rom Malino 
Preaching Technique 

Rabbi Israel Bettan 
Religious Education 

Rabbi David Cedarbaum 



Friday Afternoon - 4 O'clock 
Meeting of the Conference to consider re olutions adopted by Sectional 

Meetings 

Friday Evening Services 
Opening Prayer .............. .......... .............. ..... ..... .... . .... ... .. . ... .. . . . . Leonard Mervis 
Reading of Service .................. .. ............................................ Irving I. Hausman 
Conf ere nee Lecture ...... ... . .... ... .. . .. . .. . . .. . . .. . ... . ... . . . ... .. . . . . .. . . . .... .. Edgar F. Magnin 
Adoration and Kaddish ........................................................ Aaron Lefkowitz 
Benediction .................................................................... ............ Robert I. Kahn 

Saturday Morning Services 
Opening Prayer ............................................................................ Sidney Ballon 
Reading of Service ........................................... ............................. James A. Wax 
Torah Reading .................................................................. .. Samuel Teitelbaum 
Conference Sermon .................................................................... Max Maccoby 
Adoration and Kaddish ................................................ Eugene Blachschleger 
Benediction . . ... . . ......... .. . ... ............ ... . ..... ..... ... . . ... . . . ... .......... ........ .. Harvey We sel 

Saturday Afternoon - 3-4 O'clock 
SECTIONAL MEETINGS 
Oneg Shabbat Hebrew Discussion 

Rabbi Ezra Spicehandler 
Pastoral Counselling 

Rabbi Julian Feibelman 

Saturday EYening - 6 :30 O'clock 
Alumni A ociation Dinner 

Sunday Morning - 9:30 O'clock 
Opening Prayer .... .. . ... ... . .... ..... .... ... . ..... .. ... . ... . ... . . .. . . ... .... .. ... . ... . .. . . .. Earl S. Stone 
REPORTS: 

Interfaith Work ................... ... .. .... ........... .... .... ......... Julian Feibelman 
*Pen ion ············· ··· ········· ····•U••························· ················· Samuel M. Gup 
*Scouting ...................................................... ..... ..... Philip D. Bookstaber 
*P ychiatry ................................................................ Albert A. Goldman 
Marriage, Family and the Home ........................... Jerome D. Folkman 
Recruitment for Rabbinate ............................................ A. J. Lelyveld 

12 :45- oonday Service and Sermonette ............................ Martin M. Perley 

Sunday Afternoon - 2 O'clock 
R port from Sectional Meeting to Conference at Large and Resolutions 

Adopted by Sectional Meetings 

Sunday Evening - 8 O'clock 
PAPERS: 

What i Authority in Judai m? ........ Bernard Heller and Ellis Rivkin 
Monday Morninry - 9 :30 O'clock 

Opening Prayer ............................................................... . William N. Sajowitz 
REPORTS: 

ominating Committee 
Resolutions 
President's Me age 

losing Prayer ............................................................................ Nel on Glueck 

Monday Afternoon - 2 0' clock 
MEE'I'I G OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Report marked * to be pre ented to the Executive Board only. All others 
to be condensed. 



To The Officers and iiembers of the Executive Board, Central Conference of American 
Rabbis 1 

It is my pleasure to present the following report on Rabbinical Tenure: 

On January JO, 1950, President Bernstein asked the Arbitration Committee to 
carry on the study of Rabbinical Tenure. 

It seems that in his administration, Rabbi Abba H. Silver appointed a 
Committee on Tenure, to act with representatives of the Conservative and Orthodox 
groups. Rabbi Nathan Perilman represented the COAR. This report was never pre
sented to the Conference. Nor did Rabbi Abraham Feldman, who acted for Rabbi 
Silver in a great many matters, know anything about this report. 

The aforesaid document was called "Principles Governing Rabbinical Agreements" 
as regard to terms of office. They suggested a minimum term of one year, followed 
by an interim of 3 years, then terms of 5 years. However, after approximately 15 
years the relationship between Rabbi and Congregation was to be called permanent. 
Then, the Rabbi should continue until he attains a mutually agreed upon retirement 
age. This instrument advocated, also, a retirement plan in which both Congregation 
and Rabbi should share. Agreements should be renewed, except for the weightiest 
reasons, reasons expressing a genuine will or the congregation. - Sufficient notice 
for non-renewal is required by both parties. Further, if the contract was not 
renewed by the congregation on or before its expiration, a rabbi should receive 10% 
of his current salary, multiplied by the number of years he has served under his 
current or previous agreement. 

Why the above was never presented to the Conference or to the Board, no one 
seems to know. 

The subject came up again in the next administration - was referred to the Board, 
but nothing was done. It is with the intention of having something done that Rabbi 
Bernstein has referred the matter to the Arbitration Committee and the Chairman of 
that Committee was given the privilege to appoint, out of the roster of the Arbitra• 
tion Committee, a smaller group to handle the matter, to be known as the Executive 
sub-Committee. 

Let me now state what was done by your Chairman, before calling a sub-Committee 
meeting. An inquiry, addressed to Rabbi Jacob Schwarz, Secretary t the Commission 
on Synagogue Activities, elicited little information in regard to the question of 
tenure. There was some material with reference to the matter of the Model Constitu
tion, but Rabbi Goodman, who handled the details of the discussion on Model Consti
tution, informed the Committee that he kept no adequate records. It would be well 
to know that the Model Constitution indicates that the Rabbi may be elected "for 
a term of years, or in the absence of any specified period of election, and after 
serving 3 years, he shall be considered the rabbi of the Congregation until formal 
action to terminate this relationship should be taken." Rabbi or congregation may 
terminate the relationship upon notice of not less than 5 months. 

The present status of the Model Constitution is this: 20 Congregations have 
shown interest in it, one way or another; one has accepted it. It is placed before 
all new congregations as a model; 9 have stated that they are using this Constitution. 
However, not one has adopted provisions with reference to the Replacement Commission, 
participation in the Pension Plan, and Tenure. 

Furthermore, your Committee's attention was called to the interest in Tenure 
on the part of the New York Board of Rabbis. That organization began its"attack on 
the problom by preparing a set of tenure standards in 1948, aimed at eliminating the 
injustices of which rabbis are occasionally the victims at the hands of congrega
tions. The standards provide that the minimum term for which a rabbi shall be 
called shall be for one year, the second term a minimum or three years, and the 
following succeeding terms tor a minimum of five years each. The proposals also 
suggest that when a rabbi has served as spiritual leader for 15 years, he should be 
considered as having life tenure. The next step in this program is to get the 
approval or the congregational bodies, Rabbi Bermon said, strossing that '"American 
Jewry have to get used to the idea that rabbis are human beings. 111 -- If and when 
the lay Jewish organizations formally adopt the minimum tenure provisions, Rabbi 
Reman said, then the New York Board of Rabbis will take the matter to Jewish mem• 
bers of the New York State Legislature to get the standards incorporated into state 
law." (Quoted from the American Jewish Press, Apr. 20, 1951.) 

Your Chairman thought it would be very interesting to knov, how this problem of 
tenure was handled by non-Jewish groups and received statements from the Archdiocese 
of Ne~ Orleans (Archbishop Joseph F. Rummel), from the Episcopal group, through a 
local Bishop, from one of the prominent Methodist Ministers, and from the Presby
terian group. The Conunittee has had this material before it. It contributes very 
little that will be helpful to us. Most of the religious groups regard the ministry 



as a "call", and tenure is either subject to the will of the high dignatary in the 
hierarchy, or by a conference in some of the protestant groups. As one or them 
reports "limited tenure is never a part or the contract. The relationship may be 
terminated by mutual consent". Another group informs us there is no limit to the 
number of years a man may serve in a particular church. He serves until his use
fulness in that field is at an end or until such time as he feels God has called 
him to some other work. In the Presbyterian group a plan is being considered by 
which pastorates would be limited and exchanges facilitated. Such a plan would make 
it possible for a minister to change at any time, but ~ould make it mandatory to 
change after about 7 years. However, our informant concludes "that the church, us 
a whole, is not yet ready for such a plan11 • 

Later in this report it will be noted that a recommendation is made that a 
survey of other religious groups be continued. 

This material was presented by your Chairman to the members of his Committee, 
Rabbi Joseph Rc.uch, Rabbi Felix Levy, Rabbi Julian Morgenstern, Rabbi Nathaniel 
Sharo, and Rabbi Emil TT. Leipziger, Chairman. In response to inquiries by letter, 
from the Chairman, the Committee unanimously agreed that before a questionnaire be 
sent to the members of the Conference, or the scope of the inquiry be determined, a 
meeting at some central point be held, to discuss tho matter or procedure. 

Such a meeting was held in Cincinnati on Monday, May 21, with the full 
Committee present. 

The time consuming discussion had not gone very far before one judgment was 
reached - that the question or tenure should be regarded as a Conference problem; 
that it would be Ul'lV1iae at this stage of the study to coopt laymen, or to ask for a 
joint commission of Conference and Union to deal with the problem. The Rabbinical 
group itself must first formulate its own vie~s with regard to the principles which 
shotu_d govern tenure of office and professional security and all that pertains 
thereto. 

Your Committee found the question, oven with this lim.ltation, difficult to 
approach wisely. They could envisage the limited problem but not exhaust it. They 
found that they themselves had no true lmo~ledge of the alleged situation of in• 
security and frustration. The fact that the Committee on Arbitration and Ethics 
had no single case referred to it in the past year soemed to argue that conditions 
were not too disturbing. However, a letter to our President, from a Rabbi in the 
Middle \'le st, made a strong emotional appeal for speedy action on the part or the 
Conference, because, in his area, the Rabbinic-Congregation relationship was de• 
plorable. Yet the Committee had before it the countering reply of our Presidont, 
that the part of the Eastern Area which he knew best, revealed very happy relation• 
ships. 

Your Committee envisaged many questions which could be posed in a questionnaiie 
at once, but recognized the futility of such procedure uhen they, five men sitting 
around the table, could reach no decision as to standards without a wider knowledge 
of what our men want and where the truth oies, in motivation and in fact, as to 
Rabbinical frustration and insecurity. 

Some of these questions are of a practical nature: 

- What tenure should a man oxpoct who just graduates from a seminary, and what, 
a man changing from another post? 

- What term of years should a man serve before rone~ilal of his period of service? 
- At what point in his career should there be a consideration or pormanent tenure? 
- At what point or his era of service, or at what age, should a Rabbi suggest 

retirement, or consent to it? 
- Can the tenure of an assistant, or associate Rabbi, be determined without a 

careful consideration of the relationship or that assistant, or associate, 
to his chief? 

• What procedure should be followed as to severance pay, if, for good mutual 
reasons, a parting of the ways is indicated for Rabbi and Congregation? 

There were other questions - those within the more delicate ramifications or 
tho subject, which inhibited your Committee's natural wish to tako decisive action. 
Thero could be no hope of meeting the problems these questions involvo by a simple 
fiat; and without full-scale, mass discussion. 

For instance; 
- Whero there are conflicts, ie the Congregation always wrong and the Rabbi 

alwoys right7 
- Ir vre create standards uhich we desire congregations to recognize, how can 

they be maintained without self-imposed sanctions? 
- Will such sanctions be respoctod by all tho members of tho Conference, which 

is a body with only advisory powers, and uith none or the compulsive force ot 
a guild? 
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- How great a responsibility have tho Seminaries to brief rabbinical students in 
the problems of Rabbinic-Congregational relationships? 

- VJould not the effectivenosa of sanctions bo destroyed by the few men graduated 
by the Seminaries, who do not recognizo that there is a 38th parallel between 
a selfless yoarning for security and a selfish desire for placo and position? 

- May it not be said, then, that the Seminaries have failod in their highest duty 
of inspiring all of their graduates with a deep sense of consecration? 

In the face of so many questions, which would be variously answered in a survey 
made now, your Committee determined, unanimously, to suggest a course of action, 
which impatient colleagues may call a counsel of delay, but which wo hope the 
Executive Board, and ultirnately tho Conference itsolf, uill consider a counsel of 
wisdom. At this juncture thore can bo no consensus in tho Conferonco. We need a 
more thorough knouledge of all the ramifications of tho problom. Wo need education 
through bold and open discussion and debate. 

Wle recommend, therefore; 

1) That tho Executive Board instruct tho incoming Program Committee to sot 
aside a whole executive session at tho Conference of 1952, to be devoted to a 
symposium on the question of tenure. It is suggested that three men be appoint
ed to study the uhole problem of Rabbinical and Congregational relationship 
through the questionnaire method, and prosont their findings in concise papers• 
conciso in order to allou for full discussion. 

2) The threo papers should define and deal vrith tho problem from the point c£ 
view of men of varied experience. Ono man should bo chosen from the older 
group of from 25 to 40 years of experience; one from a younger group of 10 to 
20 years of community service in the ministry, und n third should be selected 
because he porsonally had come to grips with congregational conflict. 

3) The purpose of those papors will be to promote discussion, through which, 
in the co'\.a'se of time, (porhaps a period of 2 years or more) an appointed 
Committee cou1d crystallize tho uill of the Conference membership into 
acceptnble standards and appropriate action. 

4) That enlightening discussions may bo initiated even at the 1951 Conference 
in New London, it is recommonded that this r eport, now boing presented, be 
submitted not only to the Executivo Boord but by tho latter, to the Conference 
as a uhole. 

5) Furthermore, it is recommended that investigations, alroudy initiated by 
tho present reporting Committeo, of the methods used by various denominations 
in dealing with the problems, be continued by tho current or by n now Committee, 
so thnt the next Conferonce have available any sug~ostions which mny soem 
pertinent to our oml problem. 

Finally, it is the hope of your Committee that this program be found acceptable 
and will be the beginning of a projoot which uill converg0to a ne~ era of a 
Rabbinate, frood from frustrations and fears; happy in rovrording service for tho wol• 
fare of liboral Judaism, und at tho altar of God. 

Rospectfully submitted, 

Emil w. Leipziger, Chairman 
Sub-Committee on Tonure. 



com or BTJIICS 

Adopted b7 ti. Central eonterenoe or American Babbill am the 
Union ot American HebNw Congn11tions. 

:!!!-tion 11 Article 3 
Ro Rabbi abould eolicit or cau.ae to be eolicit:ed, tor lmlber
ship 1n h1a congregation• anyone who ie ~ a 1Dellllbl!tr ot 
another congregation • .l Rabbi ehould diacouraga the ettorta 
ot any ot the la:111:a ot hie congNption who wk· acoe•ione 
frail the 118111berahip roster ot other congregations. 
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