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., .. . . WHAT'S WRONG HITH RITE 

(A paper presented at the CCAR sectional meeting 
on New Ritual) 

By 
Alberts. Goldstein 

As some of you may have observed ( if you l'eod them), each of 
the prospectuses for the 1951 session of the Conference exhibited a 
striking example of the s .1n of ahinui shem. 

According to one version it is "Goldenson" who is to lead a 
discussion on "Why I Oppose Ritual". In the othel' edition the name 
appears as "Goldman." 

Hhat happened, presumably, is that once again our Administrative 
Secretory was compelled to wrestle with on iden--- nnd . 
lost. This time he blacked-out et the thought that anyone with a 
name like "Goldstein" could possibly be opposed to ritual. 

For onco, our AS was right. I am not opposed to ritual. No 
genuine Litvak is opposed to love, virtue," tho law of gravity --or 
ritual. Thoy ere all here to stay. Ritual is one of the facts of 
life. 

Dhat I am opposed to is ritualism. I deplore tho addiction 
to and obscssfon ,vith ritual. I dissent er1phatically from the pre­
valent tendency to talk and act as if' the hope for Jewish sul'vival 
and oven for a l'enaisaanco of Judaism loy in a revival of cel'emon­
ialism. 

~hile I dissent from this notion, In~ not particularly happy 
about presenting on this program the viows I share with some, per­
haps many of you. 

In the first place, there is not enough time hare to do an adequate 
job. 

In tho second place, I do not relish playing the role of spider 
at Miss Muffet 1a tuffot, nor even the role of tho echo of the ghost 
of Amos at a banquet prepared for Amaziahs. 

In the thil'd place, I have too long a list of my own ~riestly 
foibles to confess. I do not come to this Bayas Din with clean 
hands." I. admit introducing tho rituals of candle■:Iighting and 
kiddush-chanting into tho services of sevorol synagogues. 

In my pulpit I wear the academic gown taken from the universities 
who got 1 t fl'om the r.ionks--what we call the 11 Rnbb1nicol robe." This 
is embellished with tho episcopnlian tolls (atoro) by the Joint Com­
mittee on Ceremonies out of Bentley & Simon. All this ecclesiasti­
cal finory is topped off with the Romon pl'iest•s bil'etto which is 
now standard headgear for high-church rabbis, instead of the unpl'e­
possessing yormulkeh. 

Five yeal's ago, anticipating tho time whon the Zion flag would 
become tho national emblem of a state comprising Moslem nnd Christian 
as well es Jewish citizens, I devised and submitted to the Union-Con­
ference Committee on ceremonies a proposed synago~e flag. 

I havo even designed and still use a vory bridal marriage canopy-­
all bridal loco, volvot and satin. This fancy Khupnh was originally 
intended and ottered na optional equipment to satisfy consel'vative • 
sentiment among the unaft111atod who ask to be married in our Temple. 
Today its use is standal'd order of procedure ovon with long-time 
members of our congregation. 

This list hardly exhausts my ritualistic innovations. It is 
enough, however, to indicate that I nm no novice at the attempt to 
light the blaze or religious rovivel with tho taper of ceremonialism. 
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In one sense my efforts have succeeded only too woll. If I 
oncountered resistance in instituting those obscrvoncos; it would 
take more energy and int:onuity ~hon I ;,0sscss to got rid fo them. 
\'!hat docs this prove? tnly thnt the pneoontry of the priest is al­
ways more popular than tho moral mcndntcs of tho prophet. There nre 
rabbis who toke tho pageantry o.nd lot the prophctlc proachment go• 
And there arc pooplo who en~ change thojr religious belief's rrith tho 
greatest of coso; but they cling to their ceremonial practices with 
o superstitious pnssion~ 

After almost two doc-.adcs of conj-__,1r·inr: with tho priestly magic 
which some colleagues n~w offer as a proscription for Jewish surviv­
al., or for the revival of Judaism, or for rnpprochmont with our con­
servative brethren, or for lurinG tho unaffiliated., I nm persuaded 
that if we oro at all interostod in preserving tho best in Judaism, 
and especially tho best in Reform Judnisr.1----u, ~ l:~--dorokh~ ri tuol­
i sm is not tho way. 

The current preoccupation with rituol is not simply a loaning 
toward trodi tionnliam,. or a .frionr3ly gesture in tho direction of the 
conservatives. It is not noroly ccmprom.iso or· portinl concession. 
It is utter surrender , It in o~thodoxy itself. Essentially ortho­
doxy is just this: tho emphasis on the value and impor•tonco of rit­
ual, tho acceptance of ceremonies as roligion in action. 

TThat wo achieve by ritualism is not o friendly understanding, 
or brotherly ropprochment or a r\rorking relationship with tradition­
alism. fJhot we accomplish is the s:-,lritual dc1:1isc of Reform. 

"Thy is it that when wo prosont our oriof :for tolerance and good­
will to our Christian ncighbore: wo str- ss tho distinction between 
Un·i.U (which is consistent with vari e ty and solf••ootermination) ond 
tfri!formity (which is basically t0talitnrinn); wo plond the roasonoble­
nc"ss of cultural pluralism nnd a respect for differeGcos; wo point 
out the obvious fact that oven brc.1 t :1o rs differ dovm to their finger­
prints; that differences enrich our comrn0n culture ond that 
gloichshaltung is n fascist straight-jacket. 

Yet when we seek brotherhood nmong our orm brethren., with whose 
interpretation of Judaism we frankly disagree, why do we so cavalierly 
sweep all this aside. When we talk "Unity" to goyim we stand for dif~ 
fercnces. V!hon we cry "Achdus" to Jows wo demand conformity. 1hy? 

What do wo envy in minhng-laden orthodoxy that we yearn so to re­
trace our steps? Its spirituality? Its csthotics? Its popular 
success with the mosses? 1·Jhat., then? 

Personally, I om no reluctant rcfugeo from tho orthodox shtiebl. 
I walked away resolutely nnd glo.dly o gonorotion agoc And I suf'fer 
no-regrets nor nostnlgio honkorine to return. ~"!hat I rejected in 
or-tnodoxy then, and nt111 reject, is precisely its obsession with ex­
ter:1als, with rights and formso ~1hat opponled to mo in Reform, and 
what I still fool to bo its chiof glory (as it is tho glory of Judo­
ism itself) is the vision ond faith of the prophotse 

Are we disturbed by tho b0havior of our jaded intelloctuals who, 
weary of their flirtations with strange flames at alien altars, now 
seek "ponce of soul" in the dork embrace of cotholicism---Christian 
or Jewish? Shall wo than attempt to ottraot such wayward spirits by 
offering them tho snmo kind of oscapc from reason and the moral-social 
struegle, and coll this Judaism? 

Surely tho:ro is much thot is cold and ompty in contompoztary Jew­
ish life. But wherewith shall we fill the void? 7hy with rituelism 
of Isseztlos? rThy not with tho spiritual insights and tho moztnl feI'vor 
of Isaiah? 

"Tho ID rd said: 'Bocnuso this people npprooch me w1 th their mouth 
end honor me with their lips, while their heart is for from me, ond 
thoir worship is merely empty forms devised by men ond learned by roto; 
thorofozt will I do on ostonishing thing to this pooplca the wisnom 
of their sagos will voniah ond the 1ntolligonco of their ,vise men will 
be confounded•." 
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This prophecy of Isaiah, fulfillod many times in history, hos 

today, amazingly onough, bofnllon tho sagos and wiso men of that 
branch of Jewish 11fc---our own Roforrn--• .. which pays tho most pious 
lip service to the toochings of the prophets. 

It is cortninly t:ruo of our times that mon wander from sea to 
sea thirsting for the word of God. They ask: rihero vith shall I 
approach the wrd ond bow beforo God on high? Shall I approach him 
with silken skull-cnp and prayershawl mode of nylon? Doth God take 
delight in stream-lined yizkor service or in myriads of gaily colored 
Chonuko candles? Sholl wo off or him exqu1s1 b) ri tuol pageantry os 
atonement for tho omptinoss of our sou]s, tho fruit of our connnittecs 
on ceremonies os substitute for religious inwnrdness and moral-spiritQ 
ual sensitivity? 

Go to Bethel ond sin, ond to Elllllnuel nnd sin more, in that you 
bring me one year your spectacular Confirmction cantnto,nnd tho next 
your theatrical Neila service, and r:iarch around your sanctuaries · 
carrying my Torah whose contents y0ur congregations cannot rood. 

For so you love to do, o Isroolits, saith tho !Drd. I loathe, 
I despise your high church antics, I cannot abide your episcopalian­
isms. YJhnt is the multi tudo of you~ ri tuols to me? Vlho hath required 
this of you? It hath boon told thee what is good and whot the lord 
doth require of thee •••• 

r!hon the old Hor.ion empire wns coming apart at tho scorns, soul­
sick, its people dispirited, unhoppy---the best its coesors could 
manage wos brood and circuses. With what remedial effect? Do we 
expect better results from ta~n~lokji lntkos, homcntoschen, blintzes 
and the dromotic processional circlings of hokofos? 

Whatever else it is, Religion oucht to bo man's effort to rise 
to some appreciation of higher values than the enjoyment of tho 
pleasure of tho sonaos, too holier intorpretntion of life than 
materialism. But is not the enjoyment of show, of occlesiosticol 
ritual ond socerdotal pageantry as aonsuol on experience os any other. 
Thon why con wo not aoo, what tho prophets sow so clearly: that all 
this is no less on expression of matcrinl1sm merely because it is 
performed ot tho altars of Temples rnthor thon on tho staees of 
theaters. 

Finally, I om soddened because of what I feel to be two reasons 
for the speoial interest in shulkhan orukh Judnism just now. Ono 
foctor, it seems to me, is tho omcrr,cnce of the stnte of Israel as a 
reality. tlhile it was only o hopo ond a task (n task I om proud to 
soy I shared), Zionism offorcd some men, who hod ncvor folt quite at 
home struggling with tho abstract impondorobles of Jowish philosophy, 
theology ond mysticism, many comfortably concrete, practical things 
to do ond tolk nbout: dunnms of land, stotistics of immigration, 
fund-roiBing. Now those men hnvo discovered an nccoptoblo orsatz 
d0oling with tong1blo occlesiostical parophernolio. 

The other possible incentive (negative and disheartening) is 
tho menace of war with tho soviets ono tho loyolt7t probes ond con­
comitant pressures which togothor hove modo ovon 'loft tum" and 

"red-lotter doy" suspect. In such on ovil timo, the prudont keep 
silent, and oro disposed to fill in tho silonco with ceremonies. 
That way, ot loost, they hove rowor anxieties nbout tenuro. 



Rabbi llbert ~ • Oold.tein 
TNacmt Temple 
206b nd Coneouna 
The Brom: ST, ._ York 

Deer Rabbi Ooldeteint 

I haft ju9t. returned ttran abroad and found on rq deak :,our • 
11ghttu1. paper, "l'blt.•• ro g with Rite , which you praNnted 
at a CCAR D1Ntin • It n a jey to read t nc! I had u ~ 
• laugh •• I bA-.w, hat! 1 n a lon t • There 1• much whole.,.. 
••t beneath )"0'1r apioe, and I s at t t you aep up tbl 
good work. 

With all IOod wi•he• tor a RIIPPT ._ Year, I r1n11a 

llo•t ool'd.1•111' 7oui-•, 

ABBA BILL!L SILVIR 
AHSaer 
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I MINUTES OF THE E 'TI OP THE 
CO TTEE O APPEALS 

CE TRAL c· l ·:rcE F ~ IC ~l RAD rs 
IELD AT IS C • ,ISE CE ER 

CI CI . TI, OHIO 
NOV..... ER 13, 1951 

eting of the Committee on Appells was called to order by the Chairman, 

:or. braham J. Feldman on ovc :\ er 13, 1951, at the Issac • • ise center, Cincinnati, 

Ohio. There were present in addition to th Chairman., ors. Ieller and u.arcus. 

The Chairman submitted the following appeals 'Which had een de y mbers 

of the Conference . 

RABBI VI.O GRT;ENBERG - Rabbi Greenber is receiv ng psychotherapy. Dr. orton 
A. eidenfeld recomAnended to e Cozu i ttee th t e b iven a six nths efement 
at w!-ilch time the caae would be reviewed. 

I HERBERT IlEN L - Rabbi Hendel is rec ivin~ psychotherapy. Dr. J i feld 
recommended to the committee tnat l be iven a six months eteria nt t ich time 
the case will be reviewed. 

RAB I ERN D TIN - Rabbi 'artin' s con~e ti.on wants deferment, 10t so t,ht 
by abbi Martin. ~e Committe r j ct tJ e petit on and recommended that h be in 
is processin immediately. This congregation l'iill be o ~ered rruc senior r place ent. 

seniors will be av ailabl after • bruary. 

RA BI RAV SOLOF1', - Rabbi Solo!f seeks fennent to rec 1ve psychoth rapy. 
co · ttee r j cted the pet tion an reco nen that he be in his procesein- • 
con re ation will b off r d H C e nior replacement available after ebruary. 

T • 
tllately 

, DALL ~'ALK - Rabbi 1 'alk as ed for further deferment b cause o.t illness 
of hi Th CO ittee recommended a six onths def rrr,ont. 

I EYUOUR D I ID - Rab bi Bawnrind' w1 e is exp ctin a c 11 n .ay. 
Pr gnancy occured after the re sal of deferment sought on other rounds. The Committee 
recommend d th the be in his proceasi immediately. 

KI - abbi Ru av ky ked or de erment on the round.a of ------------ia n orn c an con ractual agrrangementa w1 th his con e ation. The co ttee 
reco1Um n ed that he b gin hi proc ssi i diately. 

TT - Rabbi elf ott is r ceiving paychotherapy. Th CoDimi_t ___________ h_e_be ~iv n a one ar deferment. 

RABBI R C I T - Rabbi Pod t asked for defe nt on the rounds of a sick 
1DOth r and a di ndint brother. Th Chairman was instructed by the Committee to ite 
to Rabbi Podet aaking him to send supportin evidence and the pres nt addreses or his 
mother eo th t colleagues in th t ar a would be able to supply the Co ttee with 
important information to enable the Committee to reach a tilr ciaion. 

RAB I STEV n S. SCHi ' SC lILD - Rabbi Schwanachild 'a congreg tion 1a seeking 
his defermant b caus tliey need fila ervie a. The committee rejected the petition 
and reoommended that h b gin his proo aoin 1 diately. or. ll i• who 1a f:i-.11" ar 
with th con e tion has oft re hie servic a to obtain a replac m nt. 
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RABBI RAYFIELD HEWN - Rabbi Helman requested MleN11Mr and change of status 

on the grounds Uiat lili wl'.te was pregnant before the draft plan was adopted. The Chainnan was instructed to write to Rabbi Helman asking hilll to supply a c rtified 
copy o! the bady•s birth certificate in order to determine change of status . 

RABBI SHOLO SirmER - Rabbi ·inger requested de.ferment on the £;rounds that his 
wife is pregnant and he is receiving psychotherapy. The Chairman was instructed to 
write to Rabbi Singer asking hiJn to have his doctor . et 1n touoh wit • ~eiden:t 1 
and upon receipt of Dr. r-eldenf'eld • s judgment in t&'le case, will mak a air decision. 

HADDI JOr.,EPH SPIVACK - Rabbi Spivack never appealed i:or tle.rer nt to thi co. ittee 
Sinc&H' tliere ™ nothln'~ be.fore the committee, it could not consider the cue. 
r u~,vi;,vou~ 

--~~A ), 
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OFFICERS: t 95 t. t 952 

PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN , President 
Rochet;ter, N . Y. 

JOSEPH L. FINK , Vicc-l 'resident 
Uuffa lo, N . Y. 

PHINEAS SMOLLER, T reasu rer 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

IRAAC E. MAi-cu s oN , A<!min ist rative Sec1·cta ry 
Macon , Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, F in a nl'iu l Secreta ry 
Reading, Pa. 

Dear Colleague 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
117 GIBBS STREET 

ROCHESTER S. N. Y. 

November 23, 1951 

Here are some i terns of interest: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD : 

ALBERT G . BAUM , New York, N. Y. 
SAMUEL A . B E RMAN , J ersey City, N . J . 
SAMU E L M . SLUM E N F I ELD , Chicago, Ill . 
Louis J . CAS HDAN . Cha rleston, W . Va. 
ALBERT s . GO L DSTEIN , Bt·on x, N. Y. 
H E NRY E. KAGAN , Mt. V E> rnon, N. Y. 
MORRIS LI EBERMAN , Ba ltimore, Md. 
JACOB R . MARC U S, Cincinnati , Ohio 
ELY E . PILCHIK , N ewark , N. J . 
SELWYN D . RUSLANOER , Dayto n Ohio 
HAROLD I. SAPERSTEIN , Ma lv r ne, N . Y. 
NATHAN IEL s . SHARE , N ew O'rleans, La. 
ALB E RT M . S HULMAN , South Be nd, Ind . 
DAVID L . ZIELONK , Tampa, F lu. 

1) The next Convention of the Central Conference of Americ a n Rabbis 
will take place in Buffalo, New York, June 10 to 15. 

2) The Institute on Israel under the direction of Herbert Friedman 
proved to be a success from every viewpoint. On the unanimous and enthus­
iastic recommendation of the participants, the Executive Board decided to 
make it an annual affair. Rabbi Samuel Silver, 8206 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland 
20, Ohio, will be chairman of this year's Institute. He announc.;es tha t the 
total cost includj_ng c:ir transportation and all expenses of an extended stay 
in Israel will amount to approximately $1500 , possibly less. Address your 
inquiries to him, early. I will be prepared to wri t e the presidents of con­
gregation, as last year, sugge s ting that some a ss istance be given those who 
desire to join the Institute. But this will be done only on the request of the 
Rabbi which should be addressed to Samuel Silver. 

3) Pursuant to recc·mmendation of the 1951 Convention a tempora ry 
Placement Committee has been set up on a continuing basis in which the Con­
ference has full functioning representation. Rabbi Jacob Rudin representing 
the Conference serves with Rabbi Louis Egel son representing t he UAHC a nd Rich­
ard Bluesteinrepresening the College Institute. A five-ma n Advisory Com­
mit tee on Policy has been appointed to take council with Rabbi Rudin. Thi s 
committee consists of Rabbis Morton Berman, Abram Granison, Da vid Seligs on, 
Jacob Shankman and Dudley Weinberg . 

4) Implementing Conference decisions an equalization fund is being 
set up to assist Chaplains who do not receive a Congregational differential 
and who face special needs. Your current Conference bill will include thi s 
item based on half of one per cent of one year's salary. We trust tha t all 
Conference members out of recognition of the need, and a sense of Confer­
ence discipline will respond early and willingly to this levy. Rabbi Morris 
Lieberman, Chairman of our Chaplains Committee states that as of October 24 
there were 67 Jewish chaplains on active duty a s against the 111 who were 
requested by the military services. An a dd itional 7 were under orders. 
These consisted of 28 Reform rabbis, 26 Conservative rabbis, 20 Orthodox 
rabbis. According to the basic understanding of one third for each group, 



OFFICERS; 1951 -1952 

PHILIP s. BERNSTE IN , P rcsid n t 
Rochest e r, N. Y. 

JOSEPH L . FINK , Vicc-l'rc:;id nl 
Buffa lo, N. Y. 

PHINEAS SMOLLER , Trcaf;Urc r 
Los Ang eles, Cali!. 

ISAAC E. MAR C USON 1 Allmin islrative Sccrclan • 
lll acon , Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Fi n aneial Seer tary 
lteadini., Pa. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN l~ABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
117 GIBBS STREET 

ROCHESTER 5 , N. Y. 

E XECUTIVE BOARD : 

ALB E R T G. BA U M , N ew York , N. Y. 
S A MU E L A . B E R M AN , J er., y City, N .• I . 

r, ,- MllEL M . EsL U ME N F I ELD, Chica~o. 111. 
L OUIS J . C AS HDA N, Cha rleston, w. Va. 
ALBERT s . GOLDS T EI N , B ronx, N. Y. 
H C N RV E. KA GAN. Mt. V<>r n on , N. Y. 
MORRI S L IEBERMAN , Bal timore, Md. 
JACOB R . MAR C U S, Ci n cinnuli , Oh io 
ELY E . PILC HIK , Newark , N . J . 
SELWYN D . R USLANDER , D ayton Oh io 
H A ROL D I. SA P E RSTEIN , Ma lverne, N . Y. 
NArHANIE:L s . SH AR E, New Orleans, La. 
A LBE:RT M. SHU L M A N . South ll nd, Ind. 
D A VID L . Z IELONK , Tampa, F la. 

the Conference must provide 9 more chaplains. However, information from the 
military establishment indicates that an additional number of Jewish 
chaplains will be requested beyond the 111 requested over a year ago. 

The Committee on Appeals continues to deal with rabbis requesting 
deferment and the Committee on Military Services continues to deal with 
differential problems and other congregational relationships. Everything 
possible is being done to safegua rd the interests of the r a bbis entering 
the chaplaincy, and to deal with problems on the basis of both huma n consider­
tion and justice. 

5) The Conference marks with pride the dedication of the House 
of Living Judaism. Our colleague, Maurice Eisendrath is to be felicitated 
on an historic achievement. This is another indication that Reform Judaism 
has come of age in America. 

6) We are inf armed tha t The Jewish Chapla in i s available free of charge 
upon request, to all members of the Central Conf erence of American Ra bbis. 
Request should be addressed to the Division of Religious Activities, 
National Jewish Welfare Board, 145 East 32nd St., New York 16, New York. 

7) May I again call attention tot e ; nion Home P;;~Your 
Congregation will only buy it if you bring 1 t..Q....:t.tw,_at.1.~~:-e1:nrr the members . 
As Rabbi Feldman says in his bul l etin: "This i s a n a ttra ctive and inspiring 
book which ought to be in the home of every Re form Congrega nt." 

With every good wish. 

PSB:js 

Sincerely 

Philip S. Bernstein, President 

Centra l Conference or American Rabbis 
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PHILIP s BERNSTEIN . Preaident 
Rochester, N . Y. 

JOSEPH L . FINK, Vice -President 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

PHINEAS SMOLLER , Treaaurer 
Los Angeles, Calif . 

ISAAC E MARCUSON Administrative Secrc:tary 
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SIDNEY L . REGNER, Financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. 

Dear Col league: 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF TREASURER 

590 North Vermont, Suite I 16 
Los Angeles 4, California 

November 30, 1951 

EX ECUTIVE BOARD 

ALBERT G BAUM . New York, N . Y . 

SAMUEL A BERMAN . Jersey City, N . J. 

SAMUEL M BLUMENFIELD, Chicaao, 111. 
Louis J CASHDAN . Charleston, W . Va . 
ALBERTS . GOLDSTEIN . Bronx, N. Y . 
HENRY E . KAGAN . Mt. Vernon, N. Y . 

MORRIS LIEBERMAN . Baltimore, Md . 
JACOB R MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 

ELY E PILCHIK . Newark, N.J, 
SELWYN D RUSLANDER Dayton, Ohio 
HAROLD I SAPERSTEIN . Malverne, N . Y. 
NATHANIEL S SHARE, New Orleana, La. 
ALBERT M SHULMAN, South Bend,Ind. 
DAVID L ZIELONKA, Tampa, Fla . 

At the New London Convention of our Conference, an assessment of one-half of one 
percent of salary was voted for al I members not on active mt litary duty. Col lecttons 
from this assessment wi I I establish a Conference Equalization Fund. From this fund, 
upon individual application based on need, and after approval by an ad~inistering 
committee, supplementation of military salary in an amount not to exceed $100. per 
month wi I I be paid to those of our col leagues serving in the chaplaincy who do not 
receive a differential from their congregations. 

Under the operation of the Chaplaincy Procurement Plan, adopted by the Conference 
in special session in Cleveland, rabbis are being drafted from civilian life to 
serve in the armed forces of the United States. Upon many this obligation to 
serve as chaplains imposes financial burdens of the most difficult character, in 
addition to the obvious dislocations and hazards of such service. It was the over­
whelming majority view of the Conference that upon those of us not cal led to mi 1-
itary duty there rests the moral responsibility of sharing with our drafted col­
leagues at least in the financial sacrifice which they are making at the mandate of 
the Conference. 

The Equalization Fund must be set up at the earliest possible moment and your earnest 
cooperation, therefore, is solicited. You wi I I find on the enclosed statement of 
your Conference dues a blank space to be fi I led in by you, indicating the amount 
of assessment for which you are liable and the mode of payment. (Incidentally, 
this w i I I be "pr iv i I eged information" and your Treasurer p I edges to keep this con­
fident i a I.) Remittance may be made In one, two, three or four installments between 
now and Apri I .30, 1953. Contributions to the Chaplaincy Equalization Fund should 
be made out to the Centrel Conference of American Rabbis and as such are tax exempt. 

With very best personel regards and with al I good wishes, I am 

PS:pen 
Enc I. 

RABBI PHINEAS SMOLLER, 
Treasurer 
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ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN 
CHAIRMAN 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 

JAMES G. HELLER 

JACOB R. MARCUS 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

COMMITTEE ON APPEALS 

OFFICE OF CHAIRMAN 

701 FARMINGTON AVENUE 

HARTFORD 7. CONN . 

~bruary 27, 1952 

A LSa 

ar iendas 

As you know, it has been very dit icult for us to 
find a convenient date on which we could meet to act on th very 
many appeal for deferment which have come in since th 1-3 ·-

- category bu been called up. at of th ae cu a are dif ... icult 
ones because they are probl of men th several chil n and 
n .. 1,»u congregational involv nte. 

Until act on thee appeal, the whole chaplainc7 
procurement. program is stalled eo ar thia category ia cone rned 
and in the antime, these men are on th riddle aa it are, and 
both they and their congre ationa • rstan~ly v ry anxioue. 

The lut aug stion or a ting date bout which I 
ire you ( pril 2nd) ie nacccp le • nc none o you can conven ntly 

attend th rueetin n that day. I am, therefore, e eti the 
followin three dates ne de I hope will e it po st le or 

jority o the ers o th Co ttee to attenf@t can 
act t ... v .. ,,g caa a. I no su at th te f r 7th, pril 23rd, 
or pril 24 • 

In view~~,e ~cy the situation it vul ine 
c ul meet n~ril 7~ In order to expedite tters, ul 
kind eno h to re , upon receipt of t 1 letter, 1ich of 

a 1 be conv filent to you. 

1th personal etin a, I aa 



RA'9BI ABRAHAM J . FELDY..AN 
701 FARMING~O J AVE . 
HARTFORD, CONN . 

FEBRUARY 28 , 1952 

Cff:10 CGHE TO AP. :ALS CO:tvJMITTEE ON APRIL SEVENTH. REGARDt> 

A:8RA:II LLEL SIL VER 



OFFICERS: 19!51-1~52 

PHH.IP S. BERNSTEIN, PTcsident 
Rocheattt, N. Y. 

JOSEPH L . FINK. Vice-President 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

PHINEAS SMOLLEI'. Treaaurer 
Loa Anaelea, Calif. 

ISAAC E . MARCUS0N . Admlnlatntive Secretary 
Macon.Ga. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER. financial Secretary 
Reading, Pa. 

oaar Colleague: 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
117 GIBBS STREET 

ROCHESTER 5, N. Y. 

April 3, 1952 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

ALBERT G . BAUM. New York, N. Y. 
SAMUEL A . BERMAN. Jeney City, N.J. 
SAMUEL M . BLUMENFIELD. Chicaao, 111. 
LOUIS J . CASHOAN, Charleston, W. Va. 
ALBERTS. GOLDSTEIN. Bronx., N. Y. 
HENRY E. KAGAN, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
MORRIS LIEBERMAN. Baltimore, Md. 
JACOB R. MARCUS, Cincinnati, Ohio 
ELY E. PILCHIK, Newark, N.J. 
SELWYN D . RUSLAN0ER. Dayton, Ohio 
HAROLD I. SAPERSTEIN. Malverne, N. Y. 
NATHANIEL S . SHARE. New Odeana, La. 
ALBERT M. SHULMAN, South Bend,lnd. 
DAVID L . ZIELONKA, Tampa, Fla. 

You will recall that after serious consideration, the Conference passed a res­
olution at its New London session last June, to set up a chaplaincy Equalization 
Fund. The purpose of that fund as stated at the time, and further defined by 
the Chaplaincy Equalization Fund Committee, may be summarized as follows: 

1) To enable all the members of the Conference to share in some degree in the 
sacrifices being made by the rabbis entering the chaplaincy by Conference decision. 

2) To develop a plan of graduated assessment which would make the largest 
provisions for those with most dependents and least provision for those with no 
dependents. 

3) To spare the chaplains any and all embarrassment by avoiding the necessity 
for personal appeals on a hardship basiE. 

4) To gear the plan to rfasonable expectation of income from the one half of 
one per cent assessment approved by the Conference. 

After careful study of all th& factors, the Chaplaincy Equalization Fund 
Committee, of which Rabbi David Seligson is chairman, has set up a plan which is 
now being implemented. This plan makes the following provisions: 

a) Chaplains without dependents are to receive an annual payment for two 
years of $300. (This is designed primarily to enable them to enter 
the Conference-Union pension plan.) 

b) Chaplains with one dependent will receive $600 for two years. 

c) Chaplains with two dependents will receive $900. 

d) Chaplains with more than two will receive $1200. 

This plan is now in operation. First payments are now being made. Most 
members of the Conference responded without undue delay to the assessment. Some 
have not yet replied. The purpose of this communication is not only to inform you 
of the details of the plan, but to request the earliest possible payment of the 
assessment (one half of one per cent of your annual salary), so that we may fulfill 
our committments to the chaplains. Our Conference fiscal year closes on April 30th; 
please send checks before that date. 

May I take the liberty of pointing out that apart from the element of 
obligation, this plan is unique in its high moral purpose. Our Conference as a 
body volunteered to serve our youth in uniform. According to Conference decision 
some of our colleagues are entering the armed services. Others for good and 
sufficient reasons are prevented from doing so. This Equalization plan enables 
them to share the undertaking and sacrifices. 

With cordial Passover greetings, 

Sincerely yours, 

Philip S. Bernstein 

PSB:js 

P. s. Sam Silver has developed a magnificent program for the COAR summer Institute 
in Israel. You can still join it if you get in touch with him immediately. I am 
ready, on request, to write to Presidents of congregations. 



ABRAHAM J. FELDMAN 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF CHAIRMAN 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 

JAMES G. HELLER 

JACOB R. MARCUS 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF CHAIRMAN 

701 FARMINGTON AVENUE 

HARTFORD 7. CONN . 

Gentlemen, 

COMMITTEE ON APPEALS 

APril 15, 19S2 
Diet. 4/U/S2 

AB you..,- by the enclosed minute or the meeting or 
the co ttee on jppeale held on APril 7th. there ,ru quite a lot 
or busineaa and UDT deciaiona had to b de. Dr. Silver and I were 
present. Dr. Heller had indicated that he 110Uld com but did not. 
nrs. r hot and us sent re ta. 

under th circumstances, or. Sil r and I uk that we ight 
rec iTe the approyal. or the minutes th other d>ere or the 
Committee and after uch approval is rec ived, I would proceed to inform 
the various applicants or the action that had been taken. 

~ aha2J hold meeting in Buttalo some time during the asions 
of th Conference to which meeti agreed that • seident ld should 
be iavited in order that might diecuas w1 th hi.a the whole subject ot 
deferment. on psychiatric and paychoanaly"tic grounda. 

th warm personal greetinga. I am 

Dr. Abrah J. ldman 

AJF/aa 
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Third. en I told recently that th haplaincy co itte lntenda to bring in a reaolut,lon to th Conference, ur nc co pulaion and 
disciplinary action againet tho e who did not contribute to the quallz tion 
FUnd, I waa reatJ.T alarmed. The central Conference has exi ted for 63 y ara now a comra ahip of collea a frienda. Th r do or action, the f do of jud ent of the indiviaual m<n"'""'er WU e er dly p served 
ev n as th •• re hi hly arded. The nfer nee pro er d. It was, in ed, happy brotherhood. worried about the trend 1ich 1a 
dev loplntt and I hould hope that that trend can be stop d before lt o s to ar. The c R in ju nt oucht t to beco trade or 1 tion or a profe sional or an11atlon closely roe 11 a tr union. 

You will recall t years ~ a at pr u 
brou ht to bear on the onferenc to ere te an exec:¥11a e secretary for 
th ocial JUatice Co ......... -s·on. At t time when j itated, 
there aa conaid rable int re t and even though au ty n .or t a nt r ch an offic , a or us were e y action 
on it until the tter ooul be en i it ct1ve. t t 
time also, the qu stlon of 10 to 12 tJl.Ousan being libly 
toss d about. 1 lay in t i?ll' act today even the taunch et propon nt o th t ac that subj ct. 
I hav a feelln th t 11 t r a ould take 
omnhat similar course. I don• a ould b illed, but I think u t to tak time aa thua r b iven 

to it, to el all the po eibilitI id r erJ r;le re 
car fully t an hu b n po sible in y cont no s that it w a 
pos ible to have. 

P aae un 
to in all of this 
ut r th r the trend 
rried 1·out it. 

Jf~ s 
cc/· Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Dr. Solomon Freehof' 

cona· r t on 
y ch 1a an important r c tor, 

o ter or the cc . I ally 

or to cue thia t r t 
, and wl t every ood i h, I am 

~1ncer yours, 



MI~ OF THE MEETING OF THE 
CClOOTTEE ON A.PPEAI.S 

CENTRAL CONFERENBE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
HDrEL STATLER, BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

JUNE 13, 1952 

PRESENT WEREa Or. orton Seidenfeld, and, Rabbis Abba Hillel Silver, Morris 
Lieberman, James G. Heller, Jacob R. Marcus, and, Chairman 
Abraham J. Feldman. 

RANDALL M. F.lLK Who was present was called in. He spoke briefly and described 
the condition of his mother. He was granted deferment for one 
year. The deferment is to begin from the expiration of the 
last deferment, May, 1952. 

IRWIN M. SCHOO. A graduate of this year's New York branch of the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion is now being processed 
for admission into the armed forces. He petitioned for a leave 
of one year to go to Israel. Petition refused. 

JEROME S. SPIVACK Dr. Seidenfeld recommends a deferment for six months. 
Deferment granted. 

PAUL R. SIEGEL He has already been granted two deferments for miscarriage, 
pregnancy, etc. He seeks another deferment because his 
wife is not well and because his mother is ill. His petition 
has been rejected. 

DAVID GREENBERG Dr. Seidenfeld recommends a deferment of six mon*s from the 
expiration of his last deferment. Deferment granted. 

ARTHUR GILBERT He is now under therapy. nr. Seidenfeld recommends a one 
year deferment. Recommendation granted. 

JOSEPH J. SPEVACK His case has been turned over to the EXecutive Board of 
the CCAR for disciplinary action. 



DUL w. IEIPZIGER, CHAIRMAN 
CCIDUTTIE Clf ADrI'RATIOH 1HD B'l'HICS 

CINTIW, CONFERENCE a, AMERICAN RABBIS 

42'8 St• Charle a Aw• 
Hew Orleau, touisiana. 

June 23, 1952 

Tot Meabera, 
Caalttea on Arbitration alld Etbica. 

Dear Coll•gue a 

The enel.Oled letter, •rked lxh1bit A, ii a repert (with om or two slight addi­
\10111 tor the aalce ot olearnea1) whieh I 11&de to the President or the Conference, 
Ph1.11p s. Bernete~ and later, at Buttalo, to the Exeauti•e Board. 

They t,reed that I poll tbe tun Ceait~• to obtain ~ir opinion ot the action 
et \be Waeo Congregation, action whieh the Cbainan ot the Comdttee on Arbitra• 
tloa, \he Preaident, aad the Executi,r1 C611d.ttee, re1arct •• unjuat, and 10 open 
to eritici••• 

OIi the lla1ia et the poll, I ahall be able te re,ert .. to the Congregation how the 
t'-11 C...S.ttee 1oob upon their aetlon, anent llr•• Welte Naeht. 

Sinn ,11e pulpit 1• already oocupied, the Previeional Pblce•nt Ceaaittee • 
illpeae no diaeipline upon the Con,reptlea. The only pna•ure whieh can be uaed 
la that of ov Conference. 

Ille• I Ncelve Nplie• trem the •aben ot ,he Abritratlon C..S.ttee, I oaa comp­
• atataent qprea1in, the e•••n judpant, and ur11nl • reopening ot the ea1e, 10 
that••• Maeht ay rece!.n a, leaat a modest. pension tor lite. 

Pl•••• axpre•• 70ur riewa on the aecoapenylnc 1heet, and any idea, you••• u 
lo •117 t\lr\her atepa to tab. 

FraternallT, 

Jail •• telp1l1er, Chalnaa 



(Exhibit A) 

Elllil •• leipziger, Chairman, 
COllllllittee on Arbitration and Ethics 
Central Conterence ot American Rabbis 

4238 St. Charles Avenue 
New Orleans, 1.JOuiisiana 

May 29, 1952 

Rabbi Philip A. Bernstein, President• 
Central Conterence ot American Rabbi1, 
117 Gibbs st., 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Dear Philt 

I wish to report to you on the llaco matter. You will •nt to know the sequence or 
events which grew out ot your request that I visit the Waco Congregational Board, 
to look into the matter ot its action regarding the widow or our deceased colleague, 
Wolfe Macht, who served the Congregation tor over 30 79ara. 

I wrote to the Jresident ot the Congregation, asking for a contere~ce with him and 
the Board and rticeived a gracious reply, urginft that I come soon, before the 
personnel or the present Board is changed• 

Upon receipt ot intormation• a tew days later, that the Congregation had elected a 
1ucceaeor to Rabbi Yacht - namely, Rabbi Lesser, or Norman, Oklah01118 - I telephoned 
Rabbi Leaser to conf'irm the inf'ormation. I was interested in knowing whether the 
latter bad gone through the chaMele ot the Provisional Placement Committee, to 
obtain the position. In the telephone corttersation, he said that he had. 

It thia were true, it seemed to 118 that there waa a lack ot coordination between 'the 
Conference and the Provisional Placement CCllllllittee. I, therefore, telephoned Rabbi 
Louis Egelson and learned that Rabbi Leaaer had not gone through channels - that 
indeed the Provisional Committee had intormation, from another source than ours, 
which urged it to consider retuaal to recomend a117 colleague tor the post in Waco. 

I made inquiry again or Rabbi Lesser, by letter, aa to the meaning or his apparent 
misinformation. He replied in a way that made plain that he did not get the full 
implication or rq question as to "going through channels" - and regarded his 
acceptance ot the position a1 approved because •Rabbi Egelson had congratulated him 
on his election to Waco!" 

Rabbi Egelson promiaod to send me a cop7 ot the letter criticising the Congregation 
of Waco, but informed 118 later that the letter had been lost. 

All this had onl7 an indirect bearing on mr mission to 1faoo, •king it a little 
late for ettective Conference inte"ention, but it constitutes an interesting side 
light. 

I c8118 to Waco with these alleged tacts in my posaesaionJ that Rabbi Macht had 
•erved the Waco Conp-egation tor J2t 19ar1, had received rather meager compensation 
(t4,800.oo per year), had asked tor but did not receive Congregational ~articipation 
1n the Pension Plan. Upon his demise, his wodow was 1ranted 12,400.00 (half pay tor 
6 montha) and the use of the par1ona1e until the advent or the new elected Rabbi. 
I knew alao that Rabbi Le11er was to receive much greater compensation than Macht 
eYer received and that the Congregation would participate in the Pension Plan in 
hia bebalt. 

At this point, I 111Ut report that before I left New Orleana l reeeived a wire tr01'1 
Mrs. Maeht that I should not coae. She telt 1trongly (llearned thia in a11 intor• 
Tiew with her in •oo) that 1he wa1 beins blamed tor Conterenoe intenentien aDCI 
aubjec\ed to aocial reeentaent. 

The Board lleetiftl, called to bear 11e, wu held on Swa1 ■orninl, lfa7 25. It waa 
well attended. Regret• were presented b7 the President, Mr. teeter teTJ, who, 
unfortunately, waa hoepitalised at the time and the meeting wa1 Chaired b7 a 
diatinguiahed attorney, Yr. Wilfred •-n, a lite long triend and adllirer of 
Rabbi llacht. 

On inritation, I •de a atateaent •• 60 the purpo1e ot 1117 visit, •k1DI plain tha\ 
I bad no pre11urea to iapoae, no threat• to •ke, but••• intereated in the di1n11, 
or the Ra,binate which inYol'Yed both the Habbi and the Congregation. I 1tated, 
frankly, -, belief that the Congregation had been le11 than pnero\11 both to Rabbi 
lacb\ and oertain17' ao now to hi• wid•• 

It.••• breught eut 1n the dieouaaion tha\ Mr•• llaebt ••• •1aited bJ a 00llllittee aftir 
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her husband's death, and thia Coaittee reported to the Board that Mrs. Macht 
wanted no maintenance, wanted only tree residence in the parsonage as long aa she 
re•ined in the City. The latter reque at was placed betore the Congregation and 
was retused b7 a very clecialve vote. IT waa this decisive vote which influenced the 
Board to retuse my plea that they pass a resolution to re•open the whole •tter, 
with a recOIDIDendatlon that Yrs. Macht lte given a penaion. I acquiesced in their 
point that the parsonage belongs to the incumbent Rabbi• but that did not preclude 
either an arrangement between the new incumbent and the Congregation, to reside 
outside or the parsonage at Cengregat1onal expense, or tree rent to Mrs. Macht in 
another hoae. 

(In behalt or the Board, it is preper to indicate at this point that they considered 
Mrs. Macht'• request tor residence in the parsonage as one baaed on sentimental 
grounds and that residence 1n another place would not aatiaf7 her emotional need,) 

One other project which was proposed and which, to IZl7 mind, might have satisfied 
Mr1. Macht1a emotions, wa1 to build a new Religious School building and name it 
in memory ot Rabbi Macht• ho non•Jewish friends or Rabbi & Mra • Macht pledged 
t1,000.oo each tor such a purpose and a COIIIDittee received othar pledge• up to 
811,ooo.oo on a $25 000.00 project, but when the non-Jeniah frienda heard what the 
Congregation was w1i11ng _to do tor Ira. llacht, the7 withdrew their pledge and the 
project waa abandoned. Mrs, Macht avers that it was not she who gave the intorma• 
tion which lead to the withdrawal or the non-Jewish gitts. 

The upshot ot the Mtter 11 that the Board did not pr••e a ra•opening ot the 
case, because they beliewd that in the light or past Congregational action, it 
would be tutille; and Mrs. Macht desire• UI to leave the matter in status quo. 

It was rq hope, which I exs,resaed before the Board when I was aeked to state my 
personal view, that the eaa~ might be t'e•opened am that a 1rant ot $100.00 a montq, 
tor lite, be gi Ten 14rl • Yacht• -

Now, I aa referring to 7ou the question whether we shall gca turther in the •tter, 
b7 polling my whole Coanittee to obtain their judpent as to any turther action. 

As I view the case, the obduracy ot the Board ia baaed on a lack ot understanding 
that the 1'bond1 between a Rabbi and hi• Congregation are ot a character somewhat 
ditrerent tr011, and on a le•el higher than thoae ot the ordil1117 contractual rela­
tions ot the businas1 world"• (eee our Code, Section II). 

This waa elearl1 indicated to me bJ the worda ot one or the Beard aeabera who 
1eemed to be the leader ot the opposition to any change in the Cengregational 
action. 

B)P tailing to aot on such understanding, I reel the Con,regation is blameworth7 
and aubject to criticis■• 

I promised to send a eopy or this report te the freaiden, ot the Con,regation and 
to lr1. llacht. 

Re1peettull7 aubllitted, 

(Si1ned) Dail w. teipslger. 
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June 25, 1952 
ct. 6/2tJ52 

I writ t • s l tter ,_----._ tion or the 
which Co t tee on Appeals, ven at the 

held in uffalo on June 13th, laat. 
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nearly two years, receivin 
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appellant have s 
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C and now for the Chaplaincy 
rved in the ps;rcholo cal rvic 
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on the staff of the Yeshiv University, 
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peals been al d by the n era 
o n in nw~C"J",.. 10 ind it n ces ar to unde o psychoanalysis, 
and in th ollb rations at our last meeting, mich as 
attended also y ei n "'eld as our st, I was instructed to write 
to you f'onnally to make the su estion that it s to b as ntial that 
the n w o are at JC-JI ·ould b ore nod psyc· iatrically so time 
d in th jinior nd senior years. The Co ttee feol that a p per 
creenin proces should be aet up not 1 ter than the junior year t m· ch 

time individuals wuld b t died n terms of r por ob rva oms of 
b havior durin their rs and o r years. care.tul p yciolo ical 
and psyc 1 tric pr as sh uld en b made and a decision r rding 
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candidates for rad tion beyond t t point. Usin t is appriasal, caretul 
r·e-4aJaMn1.n tion houl b de t le t one a ye r tD mak certain that 
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nothin durin"' t.lte intervenin time has caused further threat to the 
security and stability of such people. 

Tho committee believes that followin such a procedure, 
one could, th aasu.ranc , leave all other defe ents o a p ychiatric 
nature 1rectly to the m111 tary service since we 1t0uld know beyond the 
question of a doubt that the en ,radua.ted by our sc ools are competent 
to rve as bis either in peace times or under ar conditions, that 
they are prepared otionally to assume the obll ations of their office and 
that they d not develop udden sychlatric di turbance at the time they 
ere called to litary service. 

Th above is transmitted to you for 
sympathetic consideration, and, I need not tell you 
to write to you as reached in all :YOOd faith and o 
str n then both the abbinate and the quality of th 

n are called upon to ive. 

l th every ood wish, I am 

:ur careful and 
t th decis on 

of a desire to 
ervice 1ich our 

J. • 1 an 

J '/sz 

cc/ bi ee of, c • lver, Lieberman 
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June 26, 1952 

Rabbi Flnil w. I.eipsiger 
L2)8 st. Charles Avenue 

ew orleane, Louisiana 

J.tY' dear Rabbi !,eipsiger1 

I read our letter of ay 291 1952, which you addressed to the 
£onner preDident of the c.c.A.R. in oonnection with the waoo 
matter. I :ilso read our covering letter of June 2.3, 1952. I 
·•ru inclined to bolimre that the Conference Rho 1ld not f'urther 
pt1rsue the mattrr. The information Tihich you convey in your 
letter seems t,o indicate that rr.. acht was eatisf'Utd with the 
original arrangements lllllde by the conereR&tion• that. she did not 
,mnt .. u to o .o o • n the :f'irst place, nd that s~l8 is now 
satisf'lod with the statue quo) furthermore, t~tt her request to 
occupy t.he pnrso , inclef'ini tel.y e.s lon:; tl s~ remaj ned in the 
city was properly refused by the congregation since the pareon­
age belon a to tho incumbent rabbi nnd & new rabbi had been 
electodJ mt h ,r sole desire to li v :tn the araonage •• 
based on senti.iiental groundeJ and "that ·reR~.denoe in another 
place would not satisfy her anotional need" and that even her 
emotioool need could be resolved if the I r llg:toue ecmol 
building c uld have been erected ,mich would carry the name ot 
her deceased husband. 

Nowher9 iii the letter ia there any indication that rs. Macht 
is in need. I do not - what purpose is to be aerwt1 by the 
Conference continuing to interYene in the matter. 

With all good wiahea, I reaain 

Very aincerely yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SIIrER 
AHS1er 
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