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OFFICERS: 19!52·19!53 

JOSEPH L. FINK, President 
Buff,lo, N. Y. 

B•RNETT R . BRICKNER, Vice -President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

PHINE-'S $MOLLER , Treasurer 
Los Anscles, Calif. 

IS-'AC E . M•RCUSON, Administrative Secretary 
Ma.:on,Ga. 

M•URICE GOLDBL-'TT, financial Secretary 
lnJianap.:ilis, Ind. 

Dear Colleague: 

Central Conference 

of American Rabbis 

OFFICE CF TREASURER 
!590 N . VERMONT AVENUE 

LOS ANGELES 4. CALIF. 

November 1st, 1952. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SAMUEL A . BERM-'N, Jersey Caty, N . J. 
PHILIP 5 . BERNSTEIN, Rochc5[Cr, N. Y. 
HERBERT A FRIEDM-'N, Milwaukee, Wu . 
ALBERTS. GOLDSTEIN . Bronx, N . Y. 
MORRIS LIEBERMAN, Baltimore, Md . 
JEROME R . M•LINO, Danbury, Conn . 
ELY E PILCHIK . Newark, N.J 
SIDNEY L . REGNER . Readin11, Pa. 
K-'RL RICHTER, Michii:an City, Ind . 
JACOB R . ROTHSCHILD . Atlanta, Ga. 
H-'ROLD I. SA,.ERSTEIN. Malvern-,, N . Y. 
NATHANIEL S SHARE . New Orleans, La. 
ALBERT M . SHULMAN, South Bend, Ind . 
JOSEPH I. WEISS, Neponset, N. Y. 

1. The enclosed bill for dues is PAYABIE NOW. Spare me from 
reporting your name to the Executive Board at the close of the 
year, April 30th, 1953, as delinquent in dues payments. Please 
remit promptly. 

2. ,,,,,,,,,..-......;.. ...... ;..:,. for the Chaplaincy Equalization Fund, as you 
know, is :1)op,..+~-:--; All dues paying colleagues, not in the 
militar , are expected by vote of the Conference to pay 
into this fund. This includes Rabbis Emeriti, Professors, 
Colleagues associated with non-congregational organizations, as 
well as Rabbis with congregations - in short, all members of the 
Conference - EVERYBODY. Dr. Joseph Fink, our president, will 
write you about this in greater detail. In the meantime, I 
know that you will respond wholeheartedly and promptly, each 
according to his salary percentage. 

With all good wishes and with best personal regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

PS:tg 

L~ 
Rabbi Phineas Smeller, 
Treasurer 

P .S. Make all checks payable to the CCAR both for dues and 
for the Chaplaincy Fund and please send them in promptly. 
If you have already paid your Chaplaincy Equalization 
Fund assessment in Full, this letter does not apply to 
you. 
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OFFICERS: 1952-1953 

JOSEPH L. FINKt_President 
Buffalo, N. T. 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

PHINEAS SMOLLER, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

SIDNEY M . LEFKOWITZ, Recording Secretary 
Jacksonville, Florida 

MAURICE COLDBLA TT, Financial Secretary 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Central Conference 

of American Rabbis 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
599 DELAWARE AVENUE 

BUFFALO, N. Y. 

My dear Colleague and Friend: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SAMUEL A. B::RMAN, Jersey City, N. J. 
PHILIPS. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 
HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN, Milwaukee, Wis. 
ALBERTS. GOLDSTEIN, Bronx, N. Y. 
MORRIS LIEBERMAN, Baltimore, Md. 
JEROME R. MAL I NO, Danbury, Conn. 
ELY E. PILCHIK, Newark, N. J. 
SIDNEY L. REGNER, Reading, Pa. 
KARL RICHTER, Michigan City, Ind. 
JACOB R. ROTHSCHILD, Atlanta, Ca. 
HAROLD I. SAPERSTEIN, Malverne, N. Y. 
NATHANIEL S. SHARE, New Orleans, La. 
ALBERT M . SHULMAN, South Bend, Ind. 
JOSEPH I. WEISS, Neponset, N. Y. 

November 19, 1952 

From time to time in the past, the president of The Central 
Conference of American Rabbis has sent different kinds of communications 
to the members of The Conference. I recall receiving from several of my 
predecessors in this office presidential messages with the charm of a 
personal letter to a close friend who happened to be a professional 
colleague. Some of those messages had an intimate quality, and were 
enlivened with a candor that is possible only where friendliness and 
understanding that are completely reciprocal exist. But that could have 
happened only while we remained a small, compact professional body. 
Pleasant though it was, the practice could hardly be followed after The 
Conference had grown into a body of almost 700 men, stationed not only 
throughout the United States of America, but also in Canada. The British 
Isles, Australia, South Africa, Cuba, and the Panama Canal Zone. 

There are members of this expanded rabbinic body whose personal 
friendship I seek, but, unfortunately, opportunity to cultivate that 
friendship on an intimate level is not provided in our busy schedule of 
work. I do feel a genuine closeness to those colleagues whose paths have 
crossed my path during my many years of professional life. But there are 
some others of The Conference whom I cannot address in the familiar terms 
warranted by long, personal association. Nevertheless , I send to each and 
every colleague greetings from a heart that is warm with real or potential 
friendship for you. 

I began my presidency bent on enlisting your help and on winning 
your approval. I accepted a responsibility that, though weighty, is 
inspiring to me. My efforts in behalf of The Conference are progressing, 
and I am already recompensed with the elation that comes to him who is 
permitted to do the work he is most eager to do. Our Conference has a 
long tradition; I shall work within the broad framework of that great and 
liberal tradition. 

At the last meeting of the Executive Board, the continuation of 
the work formerly done by our beloved and beleaguered Rabbi Isaac E. Marcuson, 
of blessed memory, was divided into three categories, and was assigned to 
three colleagues. Rabbi Sidney M. Lefkowitz of Jacksonville . Florida was 
appointed to serve as Recording Secretary. He has worked for The Conference 
in a variety of assignments and is particularly gifted for this responsibility. 
Please communicate with Rabbi Lefkowitz on any matters relating to the office 
of Recording Secretary. Rabbi Sidney L. Regner of Reading, Pennsylvania is 
now in charge of Conference publications. He has had wide experience with 
Conference matters dealing with publications. Please write to him on any 
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question relating to books, pamphlets, or other publications by our Conference. 
Rabbi Bertram W. Korn of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania has accepted the responsi­
bility of editing The Conference Yearbook. We are grateful to Rabbi Korn for 
his willingness to do the vast amount of work that the editing of the Yearbook 
entails on such short notice. 

The next convention of The Central Conference of American Rabbis 
will be held in Estes Park, Colorado, just outside the City of Denver, from 
June 23rd through June 28th, 1953. We shall meet in one of the most pictur­
esque regions of America. The scenery in Estes Park is majestic, the food and 
accommodations excellent, and the people of Denver are eager to extend their 
warmest hospitality and kindness to us. I hope to see you there. Please make 
early plans to attend. The program which our vice-president . Rabbi Barnett 
R. Brickner of Cleveland, has prepared promises to be one of the best in the 
history of The Conference. 

The American Jewish community can no longer afford the luxury of 
promoting, financing, and supporting isolated and competing groups and 
agencies aiming in island independence to serve the American Jew. This is 
one of the bleakest problems in our American Jewish life. We rabbis are not 
concerned with the confused and tortured motivations of the separate agencies 
set up to serve the American Jew. We rabbis are concerned with the efforts 
of those organizations to destroy the too few, too feeble attempts at unity 
painfully effected. It is high time that we of the rabbinate stepped in to 
spare the American Jewish community any further suffering from the divisive 
strainings of overlapping and competing agencies. 

At the last meeting of our Executive Board, on October 28th, 1952, 
the following resolution on the question of the National Community Relations 
Advisory Council was adopted: 

•The Executive Board of the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
expresses its deep regret at the withdrawal of the two great national 
American-Jewish agencies, the Anti-Defamation League of the B'nai B'rith 
and the American Jewish Committee from the National Community Relations 
Advisory Council. We, teachers of Judaism, have advocated and worked 
for the coordination of effort in the field of Jewish community relations 
for the purpose of achieving greater effectiveness and of eliminating 
conflict and duplication among the several agencies in this area. 

•we heartily welcomed the progress made toward this goal bv the 
establishment of the NCRAC. We again commend the NCRAC for its 
achievements, which have notably benefited American Jewry and which 
have strengthened the cause of Democracy. 

•1n accordance with the resolution of the CCAR in 1952, we repeat 
that we believe that the recommendations of the Maclver Report were 
calculated to increase the effectiveness of the total community re­
lations program. With the carefully considered modific~tions of the 
Evaluative Studies Committee, and the resolution of the NCRAC plenum, 
a fair and realistic basis was projected for further constructive 
coordinated effort, without jeopardizing the integrity, individuality, 
or independence of the constituent agencies. 

•The withdrawal of the ADL and the American Jewish Committee 
seriously endangers the progress so painfully won and threatens in­
jurious disunity. In the realm of community relations the well-being 
of the Jewish community in America is indivisible, and the interest 
of the whole takes precedence over that of a single organization. 

•we endorse the majority decision of the NCRAC not to be diverted 
from its objective of effectively mobilizing the strength of the 
American Jewish community. 
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•we urge the ADL and the AJC, who have rendered meritorious serv­
ice to American Jewry for so many years, to return to the NCRAC so 
that the interest of the entire community may be protected and so 
that we may proceed with undivided vigor to the compelling labor of 
safeguarding Jewish rights and more fully realizing the democratic 
potential of our country.• 

We ask that each member of The Conference bring this resolution of 
our Executive Board to the attention of American Jewry in his own community, 
and to the attention of local offices of the various agencies serving American 
Jewry, both inside and outside the NCRAC, as forcefully as he can. 

Appointments to committees for the June, 1952-June, 1953 year have 
been completed. We have distributed committee appointments as widely as 
possible. Those Conference members not included on committees this year will 
probably be appointed next year or the year following. We plan to ask every 
member of The Conference to serve on some committee of The Conference in the 
course of a five-year cycle. If you were not asked to serve this year, you 
surely will be asked to serve in the near future. We always welcome sugges­
tions as to the particular committee on which you prefer to serve. We hope 
that each chairman will activate his committee as speedily and effectively 
as possible. 

The prompt response to the appeal for the Equalization Fund has 
been most gratifying. This Fund is now in active operation. This Fund 
enables us rabbis on the home front to share in the sacrifices which our 
colleagues who are chaplains in the armed forces are making in their service 
to our country in these critical days. I want to remind the members of The 
Conference that our contributions to this Fund were made mandatory on all of 
us by an overwhelming vote of The Conference. If you have not yet made your 
contribution, one-half of one per cent of your annual salary, please send your 
check immediately to our Treasurer, Rabbi Phineas Smoller of Los Angeles, 
California. 

May God bless you in your work in behalf of His people, His Torah, 
and all mankind. 

Fraternally yours, 

Joseph L. Fink 
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OFFICERS: 1952-1953 

JOSEPH L. FINKt
1
President 

Buffalo, N. T. 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER, Vice-President 
Cleveland, Ohio 

PHINEAS SMOLLER, Treasurer 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

SIDNEY M. LEFKOWITZ, Recording Secretary 
Jacksonville, Florida 

MAURICE COLDBLA TT, Financial Secretary 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, Chairman of Publications 
Reading, Pa. 

BERTRAM W. KORN, Editor of Yearbook 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Central Conference 

of American Rabbis 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
599 DELAWARE AVENUE 

BUFFALO 2, N. Y. 
February S, 1953 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Congregation Tifereth Israel 
East 105th Street am Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Frien:h 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SAMUEL A. BERMAN, Jersey City, N. J. 

PHILIPS. BERNSTEIN, Rochester, N. Y. 

HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN, Milwaukee, Wis. 

ALBERTS. GOLDSTEIN, Bronx, N. Y. 

MORRIS LIEBERMAN, Baltimore, Md. 

JEROME R. MALINO, Danbury, Conn. 

ELY E. PILCHIK, Newark, N. J. 
SIDNEY L. REGNER, Reading, Pa. 

KARL RICHTER, Michigan City, Ind. 

JACOB R. ROTHSCHILD, Atlanta, Ca. 

HAROLD I. SAPERSTEIN, Malverne, N. Y. 

NATHANIEL S. SHARE, New Orleans, La. 

ALBERT M. SHULMAN, South Bend, Ind. 

JOSEPH I. WEISS, Neponset, N. Y. 

I am. enclosing herewith copy of a letter 
I just sent to Sol Freehof in answer to a letter 
from him. I lmow that you have strong convictions 
on this matter too. I would appreciate hearing 
from you. 

Congratulations again on your happy 
anniversary. Kindest personal greetings. 

JLFaaa 
Enclosure 

Sincerely- yours, 



Dr. SolCIIOD B • Freehot 
llodet Sbaloll T•ple 
Fifth and Mornood .lwnu.ea 
Pittabllrgh 13, Penn97ln.nia 

Dear Sola 

Pebraary S, 19S3 

I want. 7ou \o know how nob I appreciate 7our wiUng • u 70u 
did. I am grat,etul. tor the cardor and the underataming with 'llhich 7011 
pneent JOV n.evpoint on the que.U.on or the Equalisation hnd. 

There 1a •ch to be Niel on the ditrerent aapeota ot thi• mtire 
probl•• I • corm.noecl that the -bera ot the Conference fHl .trongl1' 
that tbia utter ahould not be placied in the hand• of the Union, although 
I aat. ocnf••• that I haw not giYen IIIUOh thoqht to that poaaibllit,r. 
The Union had to be penuded, after aoh awa.ar1111M•nt, to acNpt \he penaion 
plan and enn now w are brdng difficnalty in etting an adequate oontrlblll• 
tion troa the Union. I peraonal.17 queation, Sol, that t.h• Union would be 
willi111 to accept thia additional t1nanc1al obligation, although I quite 
agree with 7011 that it coulcl be a financial aa•t rather t.han a 11.abllit,' 
tor thl Unicn to accept it. 

Increaaingl7, I oan - a change taking place in th• character 
of the Conference. Thia ia due lo two factor•• One ia t.he • aheer nmaerioal 
growth of the Conterenoe. now haw olo• to 700 Mabera. Thia prennta 
the Conterenoe traa being •n~ a oonmltaU:Ye body of n mo lmov one 
another and -t annually to noein atiaal.ation trOII one another. The 
Contennee •• at cu U.. that kind of bodJ' and vaa at 17 ftl.uable. 
It 1• now IION in the nature ot a proteaa.onal uaooiation and, •• nch, 

at &88\1119 obligat.iona and Napo.naibill ti•• like other proteaaional bodiea. 

Seoondq, The temper of the U-a bu abanpd. ~ MD now look 
to th• Contennoe not, only tor adnce, bllt alao tor atihori\at.iw jwl&MDt, 
and opinlon in 1111117 aatten. 

l vilh w 001lld el1a1M\e thia mt.in lqUUaation had bual•••• 
.At ben, l t. ia a imiaance and a, wont., l t 1■ a nal headache to all ot ua, 
but. ... ot the MD in the Cbapldna7 an atteniw nal need. Tbq oannot 
a 4.ntain a wit•, tlll117, and other dapeadent■ on tbe ~ &llowanoe. l 
OCftlld quot,• fro• letter• NMlYed tl'GII ... of th• Cbapl•in1 t.o ind1oate 
their clNp 111111app1u• onr their fssaf~ difflcnalU.a. VnUl w an abl 

~ 



1 ,., 
Dr. PNehof 

to t1n4 ... better vay to rai• thia IIODl7 tor th•, I do not - ldlat. 

otber plan w can tollov otbar than th• me adopted. 

I am eager to di•cu• thi• and other probl- with you in pereon 

1lhen I aee 7011. It you are 1n attendance at t.b• Nev York Connntion ot th• 

Union, pemapa w oan get together then. In the •antiae, I trust that you 

vlll underatam that •• PNaident of the Conference, it i•-, duty to ful­

fill th• 1411 ot t.he Cont renoe •• aprened by an ownhellld.ng wte and 

until that. 11111 i• changed, I helple•• in the •tter. 

JU••· 

Thank you again tor 111'!.t.ing •• lindeat. peraonal greeting•• 

Sincenly, 

Joaeph L. Fink 



RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, D. D. 

RODEF SHALOM TEMPLE 

FIFTH AND MOREWOOD AVENUES 

PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA 

February 8, 1953 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Congregation Tifereth Israel 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

I have long been opposed to the principle of the equalization 
fund in the Conference and at your table two Sunday's ago I 
heard you express yourself similarly. 

When I received the report of the Conference Committee on 
Chaplaincy I notice that the Committee decided to urge the 
President to make strong effort to extend the collections 
of the equalization fund. I felt impelled to write to him 
expressing my objection. I didn't presume to tell him yours. 
He sent me in return the enclosed letter. I am sending it 
to you. Please have your secretary return it for my files. 
It is interesting because a boy like Joe Fink,who I judge 
would normally agree with our viewpoint in this matter, believes 
that the whole nature of the Conference is changed and that 
it should be an authoritative rather than a consultative body. 
This is getting down to the basic ground of principle. I 
thought that perhaps you might want to write him. 

Lillian joins me in best wishes to Virginia and you. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
SBF:ljc 
Enclosure 
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Dr. IHe)Jll t. ftllk 
S,,n.11 m. ... .... 
8'ltta1o 21 ... Yark 

., deal' Joe I 

1 • delistrt,ea that 1, w111 • po•nb:i. ta,- 70'1 '° oocnw ar pw.p1t on snndll7 aorn1n1, 
IIIINh lat. I know that, the oonpqaUon will look tOftlll'd •-~ to ~ ocatnc. 
Tbe Sem.ce Will be broedoan. I •uld appnoiale hNr1na tr• JOU u aooa a■ poNibla 
ooneerm.na the aubjeot ot 70V addltua. 1-'hapa ,ou rlll aleo wloN w •• about 
70_...lt wld.ell w !dab\ inolo 1n ov pablia.•• -rw'1on■ baft NeD Mde tor yw 
bep,ining sat.urdq nicbt at the ada Park •nor whiob, •• yw Jcnw, i• one b1"k traa 
TM Temple and a ftl7 aoocl botel. '!M &erll•• AN at 10130. It JOU will ooae to 117 
8'-.t,, a quarter ot an hour or eo :in adftnce, Rabbi st.ona will aoqual•\ 7911 witll tlll 
l'9lll1na ot the Senioe. He will oond•" tba Serrl• and will imroctaee ,ou. I do no\ 
im.. what 70v pNn1oe 1•, but w do no\....- robe• in our pulpit. I.._. 117 8"'-
~• 
I nceived you&- letter ot FebNuJ S~ and a oopy- ot \ht 1-tter whiob :,ou addlNta ... \o 
801 Fr9ehot. · n the iaeantiae, Sol had wn.ttea to about hia NIIINllioaUon \o J'OU• 

1• ,eu F,Obiab~ know, I baY9 Ntued lo oontribute \o \bl lqUalila'1on ,_. beoaue \be 
Conterenoe •di i\ ••tOIT • a IIOI'\ ot n tnac. tax • and I • ,--nadad '-' t.111 
~ baa no autllari"7 t.o do it, and ebould IIOt do it. I ahlNU ll■w -- clllipW 
'- •• a aontri.but.1.oa to Reh a l1md aaaia'1.ng obaplaiD• no Ut •fflnl our ouauw, 
to_, \hdr ...... bu\ I do not fNl '-' l\ 1• up \o ,_ CoDtvew to ta lu -· 
bere ta, \hi• er ~ o'-1' parpo•, and to t.lftaten wita pndsbrt■\ \boN wbo do _. 
...,i,-. 'lbile \bl Contenw u • proftt•1oaal uaooSa1d.on, it la -' • Jaw llld.OII, 
ud '-• wbe jo1Dld 1, ~ 1ibl ,-r■ baw do• • on \ha u--,uon \bat it, 1a u 
...... Uon tf/llt e011Rlta'1on, tor \bit ,oolina of .,_.IM and 1D'-9n, alll ,_ -.-
1111 in nab lll'03MU •• _..,. au wt.all t.o do w~. !IIIN ... to be ao tlGllpQldoa 
ud • Pllld,U.'19 ---- wn t,o be apio,.d in tbe - of \ho• wbo did not apN or 
......,. et an, anton ot the OoDfWenae. 

ft■ tao\ tba\ •ba eont...... t.cla7 hi• • •llll•llbip ot 700 1n■tMd ot a wll ••lla 
o• ot ... ,.... ap doe• no, oblllae U. INlm N1111ption ot Ille OJIIUd,UU.on. I lmGlf 
\la\ Ula t,,.... ot \bit '1■1■ baa obaJlllt\ ad \Ila' .._.. an ,-pi. * o wl&H Ula tlle 
OontaNilN MIL• VIIII tbl Nnl'l'r of te_.e, Jll'IIIID\S.OD ud ,.....,- inla■I• J ■-*' t,■..- •ldten t.tNlt ill -. etttn •IGII - ,.,,11\q ••• and ,__.._~ c1a­
tNtec1, \o N\ up a 1PflllpM1..., pl•■■eld •at•■ tor GIii' .. 1-.-.. 

If tba ~ le '9 OODYen oar Oont-- in1e •• ima..s.al lllllon, \ha i\ •bouW 
lie ... aftel' a 1ftllk ud ---- diaeuaioa "7 tile ••r• d ._ oontenw, anll llr 
eoa■u.~onal l'fflnona. !be ......,_.'1on •hlNld no\ be IINalll' abaat ~ 
"r * ....... , fNII \11111 to \ial ot ~ ■1■111'•• ftaanlllal • otbllwt.N, wbiola 
an oon__., \o tbe • ......._. and vadlUona ot \bit CorateNnN. 



• ,, 

,. 

ur. Jo•pb t. P1Dk 

811N1T in 'bi• world ~ •t.eadi~ 110\mtinc cCJllll)Ul.lmT oollaoUn.aa'1.on and ooard1al \on, 
t.ban abould bl pn,w ocJ • f• 1Ne nl~tar:, aNOO!aUona o~ an, and oenaSal7 .-u.­
siou leader•, aboft all •n• oqbt to be n17 8PIJICbeuiw ~ t.be -... lcllrarll• N~ • 
~'lion. , 

11tb all 1oocl •••• I r1n,,a 

&!Bl HrLl.lL SILVDl 
Almter 
001 Jk'. Solollllon Be PNaebot 



OF"P-ICI!: OF" THI!: 

JOSEPH L. FINK, PH. 0.,0.D. 

TEMPLE BETH ZION 
DELAWARE AVENUE 

BU F" F"ALO, N.Y. 

February 11, 1953 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Clevelard 6, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

I want you to know how much I appreciate 
your interesting and valuable letter to me concern­
ing the Equalization Fund. I am waiting to have a 
long talk with you on the subject because it involves 
some basic principles of Conference philosophy. 

I am writing this note merely to give you 

l the subject of my address on March 1. It is entitled 
"!'he Ultimate Victory." I note that this is Purim 
Day and I shall use the Purim theme. 

I am glad that you advised me that you do 
not wear a robe and that the address will be broad­
cast. 

It will be a high privilege to occupy your 
pulpit. Fondest good wishes to you and to yours. 

Sincerely, 

JotL. Fink 

JLFtas 
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RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, D. D. 

ROOEF SHALOM TEMPLE 

FIFTH AND MORl!:WOOD AVENUES 

PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA 

February 11, 1953 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Congregation Tifereth Israel 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

I am mailing you two little books that belong in your field more 
than in mine. I hope you will find them interesting. 

By the time you get this letter you will have seen the American 
Zionist with an article that I wrote in your honor. There was 
an opening section to the paper as I wrote it originally which 
spoke of you and what I thought of you but the editors told me 
that the article need not be about you at all but simply it should 
be dedicated to you which I did. Nevertheless, in spite of the 
fact that the article was not to deal with you but simply be 
dedicated to you, the opening paragraph spoke of you and what 
I thought of you. However, the editors needing to shorten the 
article, took what I said about you and cut it down and put 
it in italics below in excerpt as if it were from a letter 

from me. I hope you like the article. At all events, I meant 
to contribute to this issue which was published in your honor. 

I am not a king but this year especially you are the man I 
"delight to honor." 

Sincerely, 

SBF:ljc 



February lJ, 19S3 

Dr. Solomon 1. Pnebot 
491SP1NIAwna 
Pitt.aburgb lJ, Penna. 

117 dear Sol a 

Pirn. 1 t, M thank you tor your 10ftq gift of thl 1119 
book•• a~ •ntary on Song ot Bonp and Mogan Dffid. 
I• W!J7 gratehl. to you tor thta. 

I baw aot, •• 79t, bad t.he gnat, pleanre of nadi• yovr 
artiole int.ha Aaerioan z1on1n. In tao\, I 11,.ft bad wr, 
little ew-,unlt7 to r1ad aqrthin1 in t.be ••',.,, ... a 
UNpt letter• and telegrraa, eto. whieb ba.,. pollNd 111 
trma all cwer the ..-ld and wld.oll I bl.,. bad \o aolmolrled91. 
I • '81d111 alon1 qld.t. a bit of nlldinl •"-r wi\b • 
wbl11 I leaw tor tba Coan llonda7 W'ld.DI, wl I aball 
giw apelt the pl.Man ot readin, :,our ant.oi. at i.1-
..... l f• people in Rn York lut wek lpoka to • about 
.,_,. artiole and •re load 1n their ot it. 

I• nn \bit bT thi• U.. 7ou bave reoeiwct a oow ot 
tbl la t,ter wtdob I ant to Pink. I haw bad an aokncw 
led&aent 1'I-GII Joe 111 wblob be write■, •1 wan 708 to know 
bow aucb I appnokte your intenninl and ftluble letter 
to• oonoendng tba lqualiut.ion JfQlld. I• waiUJli to 
haft a long talk w1 tb 70u OD the •bjen beeaue it ~ 
wlw• ■GIie buio pl'inaipl• ot Contenue pbilo•~•• 

Jr U. ~, Joe will oocnaw IV' pulpit, on llareb let while 
I will be OIi the PMitlo eout. 

Wl th w a11111n reaard• to 'TOil and Lillian, I r 1 ,, 91 

Moe\ oOl'dia~ yo_.., 

llllll HILLIL SIIna 
All!her 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE ........ CINCINNATI 

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION ... NEW YORK 

Office of the President: 

CLIFTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI 20, OHIO 

May 11, 1953 

Dear Abba: 

I hope very much that you will be able to attend the 
Conference. On June 24th I am going to give a paper on the 
status and plans of the College-Institute. It will deal, of 
course, with the merger. 

There is a group of irreconcilables which is determined 
to make a "skandal" at the Conference. 

Durin , the tiiennial there was a noon-day reception held 
by the New York Board of Reform Rabbis for all the Reform rabbis 
attending the Biennial. At that meeting Rabbi Berman vent into a 
frothing tirade against the merger plan as adopted by the Board. 
Rabbi Phil Bernstein asked a question which was intended to elicit 
a commitment froa me that the Board's action with regard to the 
merger would be affected or could be changed by any vote taken on 
it at the CCAR meeting as the result of the discussion there. I 
said that that would not be the case. The actions of the Hoard of 
Governors of the College-Institute are not subject to votes taken 
by any other body. 

Some of our particular "friends" are going to try to 
make a big issue out of this matter. I hope that you will be present 
to join in the discussion. 

With warmest regards, I .. , as ever, 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
19810 Shaker Blvd., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

yours, 

Nelson Glueck 



or. lleleon CD.uat 
llebnlr tJn1on Collea­
Cincinnati I>, Ohio 

ICr dlar Jrelacn, 

119714. 19S3 

!bank 70u ~or your let\er of llq 11th. I aa not at all mre 
that I eball be able to attend the CC&a ••t.inl• 1tr pl.au 
are etill quite indetini te. Shottld I attend 1,. I au, 
ot aour•• wurt to putiaipate 1n the diaouaion. Yov poai• 
tion that the autbori t7 ot thl loard ot Oo•l'DOIP■ 1■ not •b­
jen to aay ~ ot tbl OOAa ta. oteoune• a oorno\ cne. 

W1 th all good wia■• I Nllllin 

Ve17 oorct1&1]T 70Ur•• 

OBA mtW. SILYEll 
AHSaer 



Dear Colleague: 

The undersigned have thought that our colleagues might be inter­
ested in knowing our position with regard to the report deal.ing with the final. 
integration of the Merger as adopted by the Board of Govemors on March 26th. 

1. We have always interpreted Merger as the de facto unification of the 
Cincinnati and New York branches of the School. 

2. We favor the implementation of the Plan as adopted by the Board of Governors. 
We regard the Plan as being consistent with the original intent of the Merger, 
and as the logical sequel of pre-,,ious action. 

3. We deplore the fact, that in addition to honest differences of opinion re­
garding details, irrelevant and sometimes irresponsible statements and inferences 
of an ideological. nature have been made. 

4. Since the implementation of the Merger will strengthen our single cause by 
el:\nd nating all avoidable and unbearably costly duplication; since it will provide 
for the best possible utilization of the facilities of our Cincinnati and Nev 
York centers; since the details of the Pl.an respecting curriculum have been 
worked out by those responsible tor the curriculum; since it is obvious that 
as time and experience demonstrate, changes in the Plan and particularly in 
curriculum organization can and certainly will be mad~subject to the approval 
of the Board of GovemorSJ 

5. We affirm our hearty approval of the Merger Plan for final integration as 
adopted QY' the Board and bespeak for our single school the continuing and 
responsible loyalty of all our colleagues. 

ho.P.~: 

0.>L~~ ~ ~ lPA 

iJ> ~ ,-;- ~ 'r ~- "l: 0-. ~ 
~ Q«rr~~,,..J. ~, 

) 



labbl 9i■l111Jobl 
laHM.-l■apla 
-di"I load UII IIDe C.l■Nnt 
01noiml'1. Cldo . 
117 dear-· 

I aa enaloalns berwi'11 the NftllN dnft at a latter wldala 
1a to be ..m to a •leoted U.t ot ■ e mn ot till oaa. ttd.11 
dnft ta, ot ._.., nb3Nt to Nftld.on. !MN abould be•~ 
l.ead 10 or 1S rs•• appeadld u 811111.._. to ta lntar. 

laa ftr'J laJWte _ ,_,,_~. INJ)•U• 

Am, .. ... 

lloet oai'dialli' 7cnan, 

ABIA BIL1A SILUI 



r . • 

TO THI MWBJIS OP THI QlliiML OOMPIRlll:J 
OF J.IDtCd IADi:B 1 

Dear Ool1Npa1 

You ban undaubte~ reoe1Ted tro■ the Preaident ot tha Hebnlr tad.on Col­

le19 - Jari•h Inatitut.e ot Jtelig1on a oop;y of the reorganisation pl.an whioh 

waa apiroftd b7 thll Board of Qoftmon of tm BUO-JD at it.a ••ting laat 

lfarch. We hope that you will gift oaretul eon■ideration to the report and to 

thll reuon■ which praapted the reorganisation propo•la• You have probabq 

reoeind omamicationa and read etatementa in the publio prea■ which critiaiN 

the act.ion which wae taken b7 tba Board and which Niaea i■eue• which appear 

to ua to be tiotitioua. 

The nbjeot, will oo• up tor diecullllion at the fonbcald.nc •••ione ot 

the Central Conterenoe of Aaerioan Rabbi■• It 1a altoptber titting that our 

oolleagu■ should have an opportunity to aa-.• T1ewa at that tilll and to 

acquaint thlmNl'ft• ftlll7 with the b.au and t situation which~ the 

reorganisation plan. We deplore, boftwr, the effort• which are being aade 

to becloud the iNUe with ■uspiciou and with ideologio aotivation■ which aimpl.7 

do not ai■t. 

!bl HtXJ-JD •rpr •• achleved tiw yeara &IO• Some of us did not tnor 

that merpr, but after prolon11d diecuald.ona and negotiation■, it •• oarried 

throup. WI all aooepted it u a da taoto un11'1•tion of the tlro imtitutiou 

into one - one •obool which would operate taro bnnobea - one in Cincinnati, 

and one 1n Jin York. 

!be aperienoe• ot the lut tin ,aar■ haft led tue autboriti•• ohal'pd 

with the aclld.niatration ot the School t.o •• a cloHr ooordination ot thl work 

ot tba two bnnom■, bath •• a • tter of adainistrat1Te ettioieDGJ', tbl optima 

in acbolanie tn1n1n1, and u a reault ot pn•aing ftnanoial. oon•1dera,1on1. 



,... . 

The ll&in pu-po• ot the nn plan ie to •l1admte all aYOidabla and imariab~ 

ooetq duplication, to ut111H to the bu\ adftmage the faoilltiee both ot 

the Cinoinaati and the 1IMr York centera. Continuation ot the pl'eNnt -,.na 
i• quite intolerable. Thi propoNd plan 1a a halptul GCIIPl'ald.N ■olution. 

Both ln.nobe• ot the School will have illporiant fmlctim• to pertOll'III in tbl 

total propwa ot the sm-na. the Mew Torie lranoh ot tha Rm-JD will otter 

a OOllplete oour• ot etud;y leading to the deere. ot B.B.L. and alao ~ aix\h 

,.ear, the int.em 79U• The lff York~ will alao IMlue the School ot ldtl-
. 

oation and our School ot Saond llud.o. In all probabili t7 tbel'9 rill be 

other dapartallnt• dewloped it the Jm>-Jl'R extend• ite NrYicee to the Allel'­

ioan Jariah OOIPll!n1V, who .. logioal looal.e will be in ttw ciV ot 118W York. 

lo queil\ion ot prenip 1a inTolftd u be-•n ti. two branohla, and 

oertainly, no crunion ot ideoloa • And none ■hould be raiaed to pnjudioe 

thie pl.u. Thi etep whioh baa been taken ia a logical dlnlopaent in the 

final integration ot the merger which•• adopted n..,. 7eara ap. Sq,erienoe 

aq •bow that the MW plan aq l.1.ari.N nquire ac>me IIOditioat.ion 1D the 

MUN u U. and experienoe w111 dlllonnrate. The Board ot Ooftl'DOr•, 

which oertatnl1' bu tta interen ot the CoU.19 and ot .AMrioan Liberal Juda­

ila clo• to bean, and upon which our illlllld. are npreNnted, 11117 be trut.ed 

to make the neoe•ea17 adjua1aenta and rniaion• fro■ time to tille. 

Abaft all, let u■ bear in llind that• have now the int.ere•• ot onq 

one inati\uUon to oon•idar, not ot taro ocap.titiw innitution• 1n a tapor­

arr, ocape'1.'1w, aiapiaiou• and unhappy al11eme. 
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June 1.5, 19.53 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street am Anael Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

My dear Friends 

I do hope that you will attend the Estes Parle 
convention. 

The situation with reference to the H.u.c.-J.I.R. 
merger is rapidly approaching a boiling point. It looks 
as it we will have a serious bat tle on our hams. I am 
at a loss to und.eretaIXl the unreasonableness and intransi­
gence or some ot the •n fro• the J.I.R. group. It will be 
of immense help to the Conference if you can be present. 
I hope you will come. 

With fond personal greetings to you, I aa 

Sincerely yours, 

Jost. Fink 

JLF1u 
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June 11, 1953 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS: 

Dear Colleague: 

You have undoubtedly received from the President of the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion a copy of the re~ 
organization plan which was approved by the Board of Governors of the 
HUC-JIR at its meeting last March. We hope that you will give care­
ful consideration to the report and to the reasons which prompted the 
reorganization proposals. You have probably received communications 
and read statements in the public press which criticize the action 
which was taken by the Board and which raises issues which appear to 
us to be fictitious. 

The subject will come up for discussion at the forthcoming 
sessions of the Central Conference of American Rabbis. It is alto­
gether fitting that our colleagues should have an opportunity to ex­
change views at that time and to acquaint themselves fully with the 
facts and the situation which prompted the reorganization plan. We 
deplore, however, the efforts which are being made to becloud the 
issue with suspicions and ideologic motivations which simply do not 
exist. 

The HUC-JIR merger was achieved five years ago. Some of us 
did not favor that merger, but, after prolonged discussions and ne­
gotiations, it was carried through. We all accepted it as a de facto 
unification of the two institutions into one - one school wh1cn would 
operate two branches - one in Cincinnati, and one in New York. 

The experience of the last five years have led the authori­
ties charged with the administration of the School to seek a closer 
coordination of the work of the two branches, both as a matter or ad­
ministrative efficiency and of the optimum in the scholastic training. 
The main purpose of the new plan 1s to eliminate all avoidable and 
invariably costly duplication, to utilize to the best advantage the 
facilities both of the Cincinnati and the New York centers. Continua­
tion of the present system is quite intolerable. The proposed plan 
is a helpful compromise solution. Both branches of the School will 
have important functions to perform in the total program of the HUC­
JIR. The New York branch of the HUC-JIR will offer a complete course 
of study leading to the degree of B.H.L. and also a sixth year, the 
intern year. The New York branch will also house the School of Educa­
tion and our School of Sacred Music. In all probability there will be 
other departments developed if the HUC-JIR extends its services to the American Jewish community, whose logical locale will be in the City of 
New York. 

No question of prestige is involved as between the two 
branches, and, certainly, no question of ideology. And none should be 
raised to prejudice this plan. The step which has been taken is a 
logical development in the final integration of the merger which was 
adopted five years ago. Time and experience may show that the new plan 
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may likewise require some modificatiort in the future. The Board of 
Governors1 whioh certainly has the interest of the College and of 
American Liberal Judaism close to heart, artd upon which our Alumni 
are represented, may be trusted to make the necessary adjustments and 
revisions from time to time. 

Above all, let us bear in mind that we have now the interests 
of only one institution to consider, not of two competitive institu­
tions in a temporary, competitive, suspicious, and unhappy alliance. 

Abba Hillel Silver 
Julian Morgenstern 

Very sincerely yours, 

Emil w. Leipziger 
David Lefkowitz 

Abraham J. Feldman 
Jacob R. Marcus 
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PROGRAM 

MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 22, 1953 - 8:00 O'CLOCK 

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 23, 1953 - 9:30 O'CLOCK 

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JU E 23, 1953 - 2:30 O'CLOCK 

Opening Prayer ..... • __ -············-·····-·-·· -----····· .. ·-------------------················------··· 
Greetings 

JEWISH SCHOLARSHIP AND CHRISTIAN 
TRANSLATION OF THE HEBREW BIBLE 

TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 23, 1953 

Barnett R. Brickner 

_ .. Harry M. Orlinsky 

8:00 O'CLOCK 

Opening Prayer .............. ___ .. --------------- . ___________ . Nels on Glueck 

Reading of Weekday Worship Service 

President's Message 

MEMORIAL TRIBUTES: 

Henry Cohen --------·····--·------·- ____________ . -----------···· _____ _ 
Eugene Mannheimer .. _________ . ___ .... . ····-···-----··- .. 
Isaac E. Marcuson ___________ . ______ _ 

Joseph L. Fink 

Leo J. Stillpass 
Bernard H. Lavine 
Emil W. Leipziger 

S. F. Mendelsohn . _ ___ . _ ________ _ __ _____ __ _ Jacob Singer 
Karl Rosenthal _ .... _____ ...... _ 
Phineas Smoller . . .. _ _______ _ _______ __ _ __ 

Louis Wolsey ··-----·-···--··--····--··-·· __ _ 

Manfred Swarsensky 
Alexander A. Steinbach 

James G. Heller 

Adoration, Kaddish and Benediction ---------···-·-····--··---------------··--·---------

WED ESDAY MORNING, JUNE 24, 1953 - 9:30 O'CLOCK 

Opening Prayer -----···-·--·-··-·--···-·-··-·-· --------····-··-·-·-···-··-···················--------- Na than Kaber 

REPORTS: 

President ---·······-··-····------·--·--········-···----------------------------- __ Joseph L. Fink 
,:,Financial Secretary _________ ·····- .. --------- ···--- -------------- __________ Maurice Goldblatt 
Treasurer -----····----- ..•. __ ·····----- -------···············----------------- Stanley R. Bra v 

·•Finance _______________ ...... ------------------- . . ---------------------------- ___ . Maurice Goldblatt 
*Investments ···-···········------·-····-· ---------- .......... ····-·· . ........ .. .. Stanley R. Bra v 
*Publications . ..... .. ----······-·--·-- .... --------------··--·-- ___ Sidney L. Regner 
Recording Secretary _____ --- ------------------- . ------------------·-···-· Sidney M. Lefkowitz 

*Rabbinical Journal .. . ---------·------ .... _ . __ .... ------·· Abraham J. Klausner 
*Solicitation of Funds __________ -------- ----······----- ---------- ---------- Na than A. Perilman 
*Synagogue Council . _ .. -·· .. __ . __ _ ___ . ____ Abraham J. Feldman 

Contemporaneous History -·-· ---·····-- .... ____ .................. Bertram W. Korn 
Art and Literature -------------------· -·------------····--·-,-----------·------· Ely E. Pilchik 

*Synagogue Activities _ . _ .. _ .. ________ .. ___ ...... _ Eugene J. Lipman 
* Arbitration and Ethics .. .. ... ...... . . . . Emil W. Leipziger 
*Chaplaincy ... __________ _ _ Morris Lieberman 
Equalization Fund David J. Seligson 
Division of R ligious Acti iti of J. W. B. Abraham J. F ldman 
Responsa __ _ _____ ------·-·· __ ------ ...... --------------·----- . Israel Bettan 

12:45 Noonday Service and Sermonette ____ . .. Louis J. Cashdan 



WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JU E 24, 1953 - .,:00 O'CLOCK 

THE JUDEO-CHRISTIAN HERITAGE - A PSYCHOLOGICAL 
REVALUATIO AND A NEW APPROACH Henry E. Kagan 

Report on Constitution __ ______ __ ___ _____ _ _ __________ ·-------··· . Edward E. Klein 

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JU E 24, 1953 - 7:30 O'CLOCK 

THE STATE OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT, a ympo ium 

A. Our College-Institute .. ______ ... __ _ __ ... __ _ N Ison Glueck 
B. Philosophy 

Recent History 
Current Trends 
Goals __ 

C. Discussants _ 

Lou H. Silberman 
Abraham Shu term an 
Herbert A. Friedman 

Morton B. Applebaum 
Leon Kronish 

THURSDAY MOR I G, J NE 25, 1953 - 9:00 O'CLOCK 

Opening Prayer 
Business Meeting 

. ---------- ---- ---- .. ____ ,_ ----······· Sanford Ros n 

REPORTS: 
*Religious Work in Univ rsities 
*Curator of Archives 
Synagogue Music 
Commission on Justice and Peace 
Commission on Church and State 
Marriage, Family and Home 
Committee on Inte,rgroup Work 

*Rabbinical Pension Board 
*Committee on Tenure 
Advisory Placement Committee 

_ Abraham Shusterman 
. Sheldon Blank 

Malcolm H. Stern 
Roland B. Gittelsohn 

Jacob R. Shankman 
Jerome D . Folkman 
Julian B. ◄ ibelman 

G orge Z pin 
Emil W. Leipzig r 

Recruitment for the Rabbinate ________ .. 
Jacob P . Rudin 

Arthur J . Lelyveld 
Louis I. N wman ,:-, Observer to the United National Organ izations 

12:45 Noonday Service and Sermon tte S lwyn D. Rusland r 

THURSDAY AFTERNOO , JUNE 25, 1953 - 2:00 O'CLOCK 

PRACTICAL PROBLEMS OF THE Ml ISTRY, a Sympo ium 

Liturgy ____ __ __ _ ____ _ __________________ _ 
Julius Mark, Chairman 

Solomon E. Starrels 
Retreats for Laymen _____________________ _ _ -···--------------- Gunther Plaut 

Robert I. Kahn 
__ Max Maccoby 

Ferdinand M. Is erman 

New Temples 
Adult Education 
Rabbi Congregation and Community . 

Committee Meetings 

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 25, 1953 - 7:45 O'CLOCK 

CONTEMPORARY CURRENTS IN JEWI H THEOLOGY, a ,mpo ium 
Samuel S. Cohon 

Abraham J. Heschel 
David Polish 

FRIDAY MORNI G, JU E 26, 1953 - 9:30 O'CLOCK 

Opening Prayer _ __ 
REPORTS: 

Liturgy 
Projects in Israel 

··'Relief 
*Subvention 
,:,Distribution of Union Prayer Book 
,:, scouting 
*Foreign Corr spondence 
,:,unaffiliated 
*World Union for Progressive Judaism 

Martin Zion 

Bernard J . Bamberg r 
Harold I. p rstein 

David J . S ligson 
F lix A. Levy 

Samu 1 Wohl 
Philip D. Book tab r 

Frank E. Rosenthal 
David Max Ei horn 

David Wi c 



FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 26, 1953 - 2:00 O'CLOCK 

REPORTS: 

Religious Education ______ _________ _ ____________ Lawrence W. Schwartz 
Adult Religious Education Max Maccoby 
Commission on Jewish Education _ Barnett R. Brickner 

NEW GOALS IN JEWISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, a Symposium 
Lawrence W. Schwartz, Chairman 

Abraham N. Franzblau 
Allan Tarshish 
Edward Zerin 

FRIDAY EVE ING ER VICES, JUNE 26, 1953 - 8:30 O'CLOCK 

Opening Prayer .. _ . __ ___ __ ___ ____ _ __ ... ________ _____ __ _ ______ . Adolph H. Fink 
Reading of Service __ _ _ _ ___ Milton Rosenbaum 
Conference Lectur,e, "Jewish Religious Contributions 

to the Making of America" Samuel Sandmel 
Conferring of Honorary Life Memberships . _____________ _ Joseph L. Fink 
Adoration and Kaddish _______________ William B. Schwartz 
Benediction ______________________ __ ______________ ---------------------------- Julius A. Leibert 

SATURDAY MORNING SERVICES, JUNE 27, 1953 - 10:30 O'CLOCK 

Opening Prayer ______ __ _ _______ . __ __ __ ___________ Charles B. Latz 
Reading of Service . __ ______ __ __ .. _____ _ ___ Milton Greenwald 
Torah Reading ... _ ________ _ ______ __ __ ______ Morton J. Cohn 
Conference Sermon, "And Moses Grew" _ _ .. _____ _ ____ Beryl D. Cohan 
Adoration and Kaddish .. __ _ ___ _ _____ _ ___________________ Maurice Davis 
Benediction __ ___ ____________ _________________ ____ ____________ Jerome Rosen 

ATURDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 27 .. 1953 
2:00 - 3:30 O'CLOCK 

PSYCWATRY AND PASTORAL COUNSELING,, Symposium 
Albert A. Goldman, Chairman 

Counseling the Bereaved - -- . - -- -- -- -- - . _ -- _ .. Robert L. Katz 
Counseling the Sick -- -- ---· .. . __ . --- ____ Israel J. Gerber 
Counseling Adolescents 
Counseling of Marital Problems 

__ __ __ ________ Rayfield D. Helman 
. Albert M. Shulman 

3:30 - 5:30 O'CLOCK 
SERMONICS AND SERMON TECHNIQUES 

Israel Bettan, Chairman 
The Use of Hasidic Material in Preaching Frederic A. Doppelt 
The Sermon and the Jewish Scene ______ _______ ___ L on I. Feuer 
Current Thought and the W ekly Sermon Nathan A. Perilman 
Textual Preaching . _ _ Norbert L. Rosenthal 
The Use of Modern H brew Literature in Preaching _ _ Samson A. Shain 
Th Social Message in the S rmon of Today __ __ _ __ Samuel Teitelbaum 

ATURDAY EVE I G, JUNE 27, 1953 - 6:30 O'CLOCK 

Alumni Association Dinner 

U DAY MOR I G, JUNE 28, 1953 - 9:30 O'CLOCK 

REPORTS: 

Resolutions Committee 
President s Message Committee 
Nominating Committee 
Unfinished Business 
Committ on Thanks 

Closing Prayer Emil W. Leipziger 

UNDAY AFTER 00 , JU E 28, 1953 - 2:30 O'CLOCK 

Meeting of the Executive Board 

R ports mark d ··, to be pres nted to the Executive Board only. 
All others to be cond n ed. 
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LOUIS I. NEm9JJ 
New York 

271 Central Park • 

June 26, 1953 

Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman, D.n. 
145 Ballard Drive 
west Hartford 7, eonn. 

UY dear Rabbis 

I received your acknowledgment or my 
message for your anniversary almost at the same 
time as the letter regarding the "Unification Plan" 
to l1hich your signature was attached. 

ti 

I can understand the reasons why the 
other signatures are on the letter, but with reference 
to your own, let me remind you of the followingz 

As I recall it, you came to the Free 
Synagogue to do ninternship" work in Flushing after 
receiving your Ordination in Cincinnati. If l))ctor 
wise, of whom you thus became a disciple, had deem­
ed such "internship" sufficient, he 110tild not have 
founded the Jewish Institute of Religion in 1922, 
in order to train Liberal Rl,bbia and to give them 
Semikah in New York. Whoever revised Doctor wise• s 
autobiography retained your name as one of the man 
associated with him in the past. It therefore seems 
inexplicable that under these circumstances you 
should have signed your nana to a document defending 
a plan which would tum the clock back to the days 
before 1922. you of all persons should be aware of 
the true situation with reference to Doc tor , ise • s 
work, and you should have been the last person to 
have linked yourself w1 th aiv effort to di mi niah or 
destroy it. 

Sincerely, 



• I.Duis I. Newman 
2n central Parle ·est 

York city 

zy dear rx>ctor lewmana 

June 29, 1953 

I have read and reread your letter 
of June 26th, 1953, sneral times and oneatly, I carmot 
believe my ey a I It ie an incredible performance J TrUe 
1 t is that your zealotry- has perplexed me often. But even 
in th 11 ht of that I had a right to expect from you eo• 
tleim>nstration of anivua in judging and wri tiru! to a collea e 
who for all his insi nificance was one of the several Rabbie 
who united to iv you semichah. In paasin, I might sq 
that I noted duly the omission of the names of Demar Cantor 
( or bles d memory) and braham J. .-.ldman from the account 
of' your ordination wh~ch you recently published. The fact 
that I noted it should please you... BY' this standard of' 
conduct and in the light of your referenc to it in your 
letter, I am to presume, I suppose, that had you b an the 
reviser of • .ise •a autobio raph;r name would not have 
appeared in that volume at all. Th tho t is fr htenin • 
At th a t it points-doe■ it not?-to the working 
of the vine Haahgachah in fJI'J lif. 

• The tenor of your 1 tter is so utterly 
dif"erent from any-th ,. an everyt.l-tin that • 'ise lov 
hasholom-ever said to o in the years following my intern-
hip 1th him. A I ~- ol r in service and ture in 

jud nt I found mys lf in dis re nt w1 th him on maey 
occasions. Frequently I dis reed with him on Zioniat policy. 
I sa ed with him in the t r of the American Jewiah 
Congress. I voiced my dissent ain and in. And h knew 
it, bee use I alw • sent him my published dissents. He used 
lZ tease about th ae. But though I xerciaed m:, privile • 
aa Jew and American to die ree with ao:me of his viewa and 
some of his actions, neither my di sent nor hie reaction were 
ner of a p raonal character, d I loved him as an el r 
brother van u he gave 7 evidences of warm affection 
and reg rd for • d mine. You see, Doctor Newman, Dr. 
ise wu a big man and h could afford to b bi toward tho • 

of us who diaagr ed w1 th him amicably and respect.tul.17. He 
waa never pontifical toward.a me, never condeec nd.in. or. 

iae was a bi man. 



... 

I have read all the literature that has 
been sent to me, aa to other alumni, on the subject of the 
merger. I even read your brochure. I have read it all care­
.fully. I conteaa to the thought that after the noard o! 
oovernors has reached its decision, the procedur which followed 
waa not of the most skillfull or wise. I think that 1f8.8 unfort­
unate and perhaps tragic. 

But-at the sue time- the principle 
of Illerger, of unification, is in my judgment sound, even it 
some modifications of the plan mi ht be made and I think should 
be made. hen the principle was attacked in the manner in 
which it was attack d by you and some others, I felt that it 
was wise and right or some of us older men to speak up and 
to point out that the issue was bein befog :red. lence, after 
reading the very temp rate statement ich was prepared by one 
of the sicnatories, I authorised 'm:f signature to be a pended • 

• ow, yo dare question mr motives for 
signillE> that letter. ;>or some peculiar reason you do not 
admit of the possibility of an hon st dis reement with you 
and, therefore, you seem to be incapable of even t&l.king or 
writing to one 1r.10 thus isa~reca, courteously, urbanely, aa 
colle ~ue to coll e, without su esting unworthy motives 
to him. • iead your own words s 

"I can understand the reasons why the other 
aignaturea are on the letter, but with 
reference to your ovm, 1 t re d you tc." 

hat "reasons" beyond their honeet convictions in a iv n 
situation? And why <10 you, quite gr t uitously, undertake 
tonremind" me of anything? A nwnber of questions come to 
mind. 

First,....what iv s you the ri ht to 
speak-or write-to a colleague in that manner? 

Secon~ hat kind of "lo ic" is it that 
you "remind" . e of-that because I served an internship in 
th e Synagorn.1e, ther fore an ther after t.l-irou the rest 
of my 11 e I should follow unqu stioningly, submis ively, 
slavishly whatever was promulgated from est Sixty-eighth 
Stre t? Seein., that I have been lad to question so matt.era 
which re said to co inai--even you presumabl7 do,­
wh rein is the chet ot not being a yea-man to 68th street and­
if I may dare indU! • in the even reater blasph my- of not 
bein a yea-man even to :eat Eight7-third Street and Central 
Park eat? 

Thir~ at iv a you th right (I reaiat 
the temptation or using a diff rent and better 1t0rd) to impute 
to me the desire to "de tro1" • ia 's rk in connection 
witnthe Jewish Institute or Religion? 



.. ... -3-

FOr reasons of health it was not 
poasibl for me to attend the C J\R convention in Colorado. 
As I write this I do not now what transpired there. I 
believed that th situation could be eas d with amity and 
reason and justice-but not by such lett ra as you wrote to 
me and probably to others. 

One final word. i desanai loch etc. 
I am :3u that you do not like to be preach d at or talk d 
down to or accused of w1holy motives, tc. Tei ther do I. so­
L • chu no v•nivochechoh, and let us be kin · y and entlemanly 
about it. 

I am oing into the hospital next w ek 
for an operation. 

If you choos to write -not 
conaescen il11ly, not pont1 ically, not ith unwarrant d 
imput tions-I hall b happy to hear rom you. I ao not 
ask you to agreo with me. I only uggest that since both 
of us loved rtephen .. • ,i e even thou h we did not a.lwaya 
agre 1th l im or he i th us J i must disagree 1 t us do so 
in friendly, entlemanly .ay, ithout casti doubt upon 
the other•a integrity. 

If, on the oth r hand, yo r zeal does 
not permit you to write to me as ... en to fri nd, then please 
do not wri , at le t not durin ..... t r· od of my 
hospitaliz tion nd convalesc nc. 

lncerely, 

Ur. braham J. ... ldman 
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SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 
30 West 68 Street 
New York 23, N.Y. 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

Dear Colleagues: 

The members of the Central Conference of American Rabbis have received 

a number of communications in protest against the plan of reorganization of 

the curriculum of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. I 

should like to be present at the meeting of the Conference when this matter 

is discussed; but my health does not permit me to make the trip. However, I 

trust that as a graduate of the Hebrew Union College and as one of the founders 

of the Jewish Institute of neligion and as a member of the Faculty from the 

beginning, I may address you through this letter, 

After studying the plan of reorganiiation carefully and after a number 

of conferences with Dr. Glueck I am convinced that the basis for the sorry 

and distressing situation in which we find ourselves is fundamentally a matter 

of funds. Dr. Gluecl<:1 whose training and travels and experience give him a 

world-wide outlook, is fully a.ware of the need for a virile and well-developed 

center of Liberal Judaism in New York City. He lmows that two and a half 

million Jews, one-half of the Jews in America, dwell on the eastern seaboard 

and that they deserve a vital and vigorous program such as Dr. Wj.se and his 

associates planned when they founded the Jewish Institute of Religion. 

But it is simply impossible for Dr. Glueck to maintain and to further 

this program with the funds that are now available to him. The plan that he 

proposes is not a matter of choice. It is the result of necessity, a necessity 

that has been imposed upon him by the rabbis and the congregations and the 

communities that have failed to give him adequate support. The basic question 

? 
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that we all face in this controversy is simply thiss How can we make available 

to Dr. Glueck the funds he needs to maintain adequately the two Institutions, 

both of which are needed, one in Cinc:i.nnati and one in New York? 

One thing that we can do is to secure additional funds from our congrega­

tions and from our communities. This ought not to be impossible. One of the 

Courses I give in the Institute is on "The Synagogue" and it is my duty to 

keep myself posted upon what is happening in the Synagogues in America. I know 

that congregations all over the country, and especially in the larger cities, 

have raised their dues or contributions; that they have expanded their programs; 

and that they have increased the salary of the rabbi and other members of the 

staff. But I find, with rare exceptions, that they have not correspondingly 

increased their contribut:i.ons to the program that we are desperately trying to 

develop in the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. In truth I 

know that some congregations that are now protesting against this plan of re­

organization have made no increase whatever i.n their contributions to the 

Combined Campaign. This sounds incredible, but it is nevertheless true. It 

does not seem fair on our part to protest against a condition for which we our­

selves are responsible and that we have made little or no effort to correct 

through constructive action. 

The second tlu.ng that we can do is to urge and to secure from the Combined 

Campaign a larger share of funds for the College and the Institute. The 

Combined Campaign this year will probably collect $1,200,000 and the plan is 

to divide this sum fifty.-fifty, that :ts, to give one-half to the Union and 

one-half to the College and the Institute. I cannot believe that it is either 

wise or fair to give the Union $6001000 and to give only the same sum, that is, 

$6001000 for the maintenance of two Seminaries. I know that the Union organiza­

tion has developed a large staff and a rich program, But I am firmly of the 



opinion that the first charge upon the Combined Campaign should be adequate 

funds with which to maintain the College in Cincinnati and the Institute in 

New York. I, therefore, believe that we should insist upon a redistribution 

of the Combined Campaign Fund, a redistribution that will make it possible for 

Dr. Glueck to develop the program that he wants and that we want and that we 

need. 

I know only too well that Dr. Wise's last years were years of exhaustion 

as a result of his efforts to raise funds for the Institute; and I also know that 

Dr. Glueck is now expending himself beyond reason in an effort to meet an emer­

gency for which we and our congregations and communities are directly responsible. 

Here in New York I live in the center of things and I am completely convinced 

that the one solution to our problem lies in making available to Dr. Glueck 

another t250,000 or :~300,000. With this sum at his disposal he could develop 

the two Institutions and at the same time give us the service and the leader-

ship that the Faculties and the students so greatly deserve. Unless we are 

willing to labor and to sacrifice both the College and the Institute will 

unquestionably suffer and the great Jewish community in and near New York will 

be deprived of the stimulus and the inspiration that a fully developed Jewish 

Institute of Religion can give. This is one way in which we can wisely and 

constructively solve our problem, and this we shall do if we have sufficient 

faith in our Movement and sufficient concern for the welfare and the advancement 

of the College and the Institute, both of which are dear to us. 

Fraternally yours, 

SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN 



.. 

Jtabbi lbnbla J. ftldman 
116 Ballard Driw 
W.et Hart.tcrd 7, Conn. 

117 dNr Abet 

Thank 70ll tor the exohanp ot lett.ra wtd.ah 7011 •nt • • 
I All ftJ7 baPPJ' that you rubbed t.ha no• ot thi■ b;po­
ehondr!M 1n the dlrl. HI wll dlNrwd it.e 

I • wwwr, to hear t.hat you are goinr - blw an opera• 
t.1.on. I hope that 11 will not be ..-ioue and I pa Ill toi­
your ■plldy NCIOWl'Y' • 

I, too, •11 unable to attend the Conti renae a\ ■-• 
Parke Rabbi Stone •• on hie noation and I felt that 
I ehould r efn in t.he olty. It 1• not olaar to •, on 
n•cHng tha nporta in the PfN•• jut wt~ what the 
o,"°°819 ot t.ba dabatie wu, but I ptbar that the inue 
baa bNn po■'pomd and that the Board ot tba eou... . 
will haw thll final .._,. in tba matt.I-, which 1■, ot 
oour■e, u it lhould be. 

Wl\b all good wiehea, I ftr.._, 

l(oat oord1e] 1T youra, 

ABBA HIILEL SILVIR 
AI.S ter 
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