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ABRAHAM J . FELDMAN 
CHAIRMAN 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 

J ntl!II & MEI laliiA 

JACOB R. MARCUS 

lllt;L't /1~ 
OFFICE OF CHAIRMAN 

701 FARMINGTON AVENUE 

HARTFORD 7. CONN . 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

COMMITTEE ON APPEALS 

December 8, 1953 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CO?itl:ITTEE ON APPEAIS: 

I am enclosing copy of a letter which I received 
some weeks ago from R'ibbi Morris Liebennan, Chairman of the 
Committee on Chaplaincy. 

It appears from this letter that the only appeal 
which needs urgent consideration, is that of Rabbi Joseph n. 
Herzog, a graduate of 1953, HUG, who is serving his first pulpit 
in Park Forest, Ill. I have had a letter from his congregation 
urging that he be given deferment on the gronnd that he is their 
first permanent Rabbi (Park Forest is a new community), and that 
for him to go into the chaplaincy would disrupt all the work 
which they have done in establishing a new congregation and the 
only congregation in that co1nmunity. I have spoken with Rabbi 
Herzog in person. He is not unwilling to go into the chaplaincy 
but he is torn betV1een his sense of duty to the congregation and 
his sense of duty to his colleagues and the Rabbinate, and his 
patriotism. 

As Rabbi Lieberman says correctly in the enclosed 
letter, the APpeals Committee in the past has not recomiized 
"congregational needs" as sufficient ground for deferment. 

I am wondering whether the members of the CoI!llli ttee 
on Appeals would not want to express their judgment in this matter, 
by mail rather than to go to the expense and the effort of calling 
a meeting of the committee. 

ay I hear from you at your early convenience, since 
the Herzog matter is now becoming urgent, and if a meeting of our 
committee is to be called it would take some time to make the necessary 
arrangements. 

AJF/az 

With warm personal regards, and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
nr. Abraham J. Feldman 
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nr. Joseph L. Fink 
Temnle lMth Zion 
S99 Delaware Avenue 
Buttalo 2, New York 

dear Joea 

Jlec•ber 9, 19S 3 

I need not tell you haw profoundly grateful I am for your having 
cm e to ue laet SundA7 and tor the perfe tly magnificent •snR9 
which you delivered. veeybody is still talking About. it. Both 
Virginia and I were hapJJ7 to have ha a chat w1 th you tol owing 
the ••ting. The eecrctary ot the Society will un, oubtedly get 
in toucb with 7ou 1n oomection with your trawling expenaes, etc. 

I am enaloeing httrewi th IIY' dues to the Central Conrerer.ce ot 
Allerlcan Rab'bia to the aount of t,10 which I understand is the 
11ini■U11 dues, and an additional 90 as a contribution to the work 
of the r.entral Conterenoe. I •7 wieh to renew this contribution 
!rm time to thae. A• I explained to you, I c nnot on prinaiple 
a~• ot the aetion ot the r.ent.ral Conference ot American Rabbie 
taken at its laat wtin11n fixing a eoale ot duee tor ita meabere 
based on their rabb1n1oai ealariee. It is • torm ~ an income tax. 
It is not within the prorlnce ot a wlunta17 professional organi• 
sation like ours to 1 pose. 

It would have been tar better 'it the Conterenoe had eatabliahed 
a baaic 11ellber11hip dues, uy ot 10, and then sustaining 11811ber
ah:1 p, say of 2SJ Fellon or eoae other such name, SO or 100, 
leaving 1 t to the members or the Conterenoe themae lvea to decide 
to what alas• or -berahip the7 wish to belon1. Thi• 1• done by 
many organiutions which require more ino011e than their basic dues 
■akee aftilable to t,hn. .At the same time it prenrYes the 



r.cember 9, 195.3 

voluntary character ot the organisation. I a sure that there 
are a great mznber ot • hers in the Central Conference who would 
wi•h to contribute more than 10 a year to it, especially in v1ff 
ot tbl 111111V' services which the Conterence renders. I aa further 
convinced that under such an arrangw,ment the r.onterence would 
probably deriw aa much inocae tr011 the ll8llbera aa it will under 
the one now adopted• which will lead to a good deal ot undesirable 
pencil ebarpening and efte1ona ••• 

1th all good wishes, I remain 

AHSarms 
enclosure 

As ever yours, 

BBA HI LEL SILVER 



OFFICERS 1953-1954 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

JOSEPH L. f"INK, PRESIDENT ISRAEL BETTAN, CINCINNATI, □HI □ 
PHILIP 5. B ERN STEIN, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
BERYL 0. COHON, BROOKLINE, MASS. 
ADOLPH H. F"INK, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 
HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN, MILWAUKEE, WIS, 
LEON KRONISH, MIAMI BEACH, f"LA. 
JEROME R. MALIN□, DANBURY, CONN. 
ALBERT G. MINDA, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
NATHAN A. PERILMAN, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
SIDNEY L. REGNER, READING, PA. 

-- aw: I AES, N. ,. • 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER, VICE-PRESIDENT 

CLEVELAND, OHIO OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
599 DELAWARE AVENUE 

BUF'F'ALC 2, N. Y. 
STANLEY R. BRAV, TREAS URER 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 
KARL RICHTER, MICHIGAN CITY, IND. 

S I DNEY M. LEFKOWITZ, RECORDING :E=RET ARY 

JA.CKSONVILLE, f"LA. Jece.ber 15, 1953 
JACOB M. ROTHSCHILD, ATl ANTA, GA. 
MEYER H. SIMON, GLENOALE, CALIF". 
EDGAR E. SISKIN, GLENCOE, ILL. 
ALLAN TARSHISH, CHARLES TON, S. C. 
JOSEPH I. WEISS, NEPONSET, N. Y. 
MARTIN M. WEITZ, MARGA.TE, N. J. 

MAURICE GOLDBLATT, FINANCIAL SECRE:TARY 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 

Dr. Abba Hill~ ilver 
Con re.;ation Tifereth Israel 
~as 105th treet and nsel Road 

Cleveland 6, Ohio 

I .:1 dear Fri Pnd: 

JOEL Y. ZION, DENVE R, C O LO, 

It was a reat jo:r to Le with you nd to talk ~ith .. ou 
again . It is al·tays an illuminatin ~ e· 1 rience or me o have a 
con r'7rs r.ti0n wl th you. You WPre VPr'.f kind to spPal' so generously 
of ey • alk a-rid a :1 glaci that I had the opportunity· o meet w'i. th 
you and ·vi th th men and omen ho have been so loyal to you 
throuw th years . 

fany tha ks for the check. You always come throu,h in 
a bi..., ay. I Imo 1 h01v much the on •'ercnce means to you and yo 
mus kno"r ~o rauch rou mean to the Conference. I can • ell sr--e 
the ·usticr- o your plea and J>P haps it na yet e possible to 
chan e th technique of g t~ · nc. ore money . Them hod ~ ado,ted 
is reall· a lazy man ' s m thod . It makes it easier for he 
reasur r o the Conference to uet th money. Of course i all 

thB n • be s o the Conference were as ,.,enerous as you, e vould 
have no probl m a all. Ho,vever, I hink I should pr -sent this 
matter to the Executive Board or revis on and r_adjustment . In 
the meantime, many thanks for the check. It will help us 0 e 
Regner stared in his n~ ·ob . 

ith kind rert in0s, I am, 

Sincere y yours , 

JJ:::. Fine 

LF:as 



OFFICERS: 1952-1953 

JOBEPH L. FINK, Plll:■ IDl:NT 
BUP'P'ALO, N. Y. 

BARNETT R. BRICKNEii, VICE·PIIEBIDENT 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 

STANLEY R. BRAV, TREASURER 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 

SIDNEY M. LEP'KOWITZ, RECORDING SECIIETARY 
JACICBONVILLE. FLA. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, CONP'ERENCE PUBLICATION■ 
READING, PA. 

BERTRAM W. KORN, CONP'ERENCE YEAll■OOK 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

MAURICE GOLDBLATT, FINANCIAL Sl:CIIETAIIY 
INDIANAPOLI■, IND. 

December 
15th 
1953 

CJiNTR AI, CQ?:1FERENCE 
OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

OFFICE OF' THE TREASURER 
ROCKDALE AND HARVEY AVENUES 

CINCINNATI, 29, OHIO 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th Street at Ansel oad 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

SAMUEL A. BEIIMAN, JEIIBEY CITY, N. J. 

PHILIP S. BERNSTEIN, ROCHESTEII, N. Y. 

HERBERT A. FlltEDMAN, MILWAUKEE, Wis. 

AL■ERT S. GOLDSTEIN, 8AONX, N. Y. 
MORRIS LtEBERMAN, SAL TtMORE, MO. 

JEROME R. MALINO, DANBURY, CONN, 

ELY E. PILCHIK, NEWARK, N. J. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, READING, PA. 

KARL RICHTER, MICHIGAN CITY, IND. 

JACOB R. ROTHSCHILD, ATLANTA, GA. 

HAROLD I. SAPEABTEtN, MALVERNE, N. Y. 
NATHANIEL S. SHARE, NEW DIILEANB, LA. 
AL■ERT M. SHULMAN, SOUTH BEND, IND, 
JOBEPH I. WEI■■, NEPONBET, N. Y. 

Joe F:L~k has relayed you check for 100, 
designated as ·l'l for dues and ·90 as a contribution . May 
I aclmowledge receipt of same with gratitude . 

A.t the sa'lle time he s sent me copy for our 
file of your views oncernin~ a more adequate plan for in
creasin the income of the Central Conference of r· can 
1 bis . This I shall hold in file . t!.ither Joe or I will 
call it to the attention of the E~ecutive Board at its next 
session . Possibly an even more effective procedure would be 
your offerin this proposal at t next annual convention . 

eanwhile, warmast of personal greet.ins and 
regards 1 

bbi Stanley • Brav , Treasurer 
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Congregation l'nai Jieshurnn 

ELY E. PILCHIK, RABBI 

SOLOMON FOSTER, RABBI EMERITUS 

MILTON M. MANSHEL, PRESIPENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th St and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, hio 

Dear Colleague: 

ESTABLISHED ,e .. e 

February 8, 1954 
HIGH STREET AND WAVERLY AVENUE 

NEWARK 3. N. J. 

BIGELOW 2•4343 

The President of the Conference, Dr. Fink, has asked me tot ake on the Chainnanship of the CCAR 
Committee on Tercentenary. I accepted. He has named you to that Committee. This is my first 
communication with the members of the Committee. I need your help and I plead for a vorking 
together. 

The only specific direction we have from the CCAR in this mtter is the following recommendation 
by the Connnittee on President•s Message which was unanimously adopted by the Conference in June 
1953: 

"Vie support the President in his eager desire that the CCAR play an appropriate part in 
the observance of the forthcoming American Jewish Tercentenary. 'Ibwards this end, we 
suggest that the President appoint a special committee which shall, in cooperation with 
other Jewish religious bodies, plan for the preparation of a volume stressing the spiritual 
contribution of the Jewish cornnru.nity in merica." (page 191, CCAR Yearbook •53) 

By way of background: I represented the Conference at the meeting of the 'Tercentenary Committee 
on Religious and Educational Participation, under the chainnanship of Rabbi Simon G. Kramer, last 
December. Nothing specific was accomplished and another meeting of this Committee is being 
planned. Beyond this, the American Tercentenary Committee has projected the official launching 
of the National Tercentenary on September 12, 1954 by way of a reconsecration service at the 
Spanish-Portuguese Synagogue in New York, and the official closing on Uay 29, 1955 by way of an 
outdoor religious service at the Amphitheatre in Washington. The Jational Committee is also 
plaming to issue a joint proclamation, declaring the riod Seotember 1954 through May 1955 as 
a time of religious observance and the designatioo of a Tercentenary Sabbath. This is all the 
progress that has been made to date by way of planning. 

Negotiations are now under way for the projectmg of a religious volume. I am not sanguine 
about the success of this. We certainly prefer to do it under the auspices of all three groups. 
Should we for whatever reason fail, then I think that l9e are charged with producing such a 
volume ourselves. 

1. What are your suggestions with reference to the volume? 
2. What other suggestions for CCAR observance of Tercentenary occur to you? 
3. Do you thinj we ought try to arranae to meet together as a Committee before the 

Conference in Jme? 
I'd appreciate your considered replies to these. 

Cordially, 

£L 
Same letter to M:>rton M. Berman, Philip s. Bernstein, Solomon B. F1eoor, Norman Gerstenfeld, 
Joseph Klein, Bertram W. Korn, Jacob R. Marcus, Victor E. Reichert. 



RABBI NORMAN GERSTENFELD 

WASHINGTON H~BREW CONGREGATION 

WASHINGTON , 0 . C . 

FEBRUARY 19, 1954 

DEAR DR. SILVER, 

ATTACHED IS A LETTER I HAVE WRITTEN TO RABBI 
PtLCHU<, CHAIRMAN CCAR TERCENTENARY COMMITTEE. 
I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR OPINION ON THE PROJECT. 
WILL YOU KINDLY WRITE ME AT YOUR EARLIEST CON
VENIENCE. 

WI TH F'R I ENDLV GREETINGS, I NA, 

COROIALLV 1 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
TIF"ERETH ISRAEL 
E. 106TH STe ANO ANSEL ROAD 
CLEVELANO 6, OHIO 

l 



822 EIGHTH STREET, N.W. WASHINGTON 1, D. C. 

Phon. Dldrld 1946 

FEBRUARY 191 1964 

IN RESPONSE TO YOUR LETT~R OF FEERUARV 8TH MAV I PRESENT THE FOLLOWING 
PROJECT FOR THE Cot.MITTEE's CONSIDERATIONS 

OUR NEW TEMPLE WILL BE READY IN SEPTEMBERe WE EXPECT PRESIDENT EISENHOWER 
TO TAKE PART IN THE 0EBICATION CEREMONIES SOME TIME IN SEPTEMBER OR 
OCTOBER. SOON AFTER SuccoTH WE PLAN TO HAVE A SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
TO INCLUDE AS GUEST PREACHERS SOME OF THE LEADING MEN IN THE REFORM 
RABBINATE, AS WELL AS DISTINGUISHED 0RTHOOOZ ANO CONSERVATIVE LAV ANO 
RABBINIC LEADERS. THE UNIFYING THEME WOULD BE: "MANIS OPPORTUNITIES 
AND RESPONSIBILITES UNDER FREEDOM•. 

I WILL BE HAPPY TO PROPOSE THAT THE CCAR Co~ITT~~ JOIN WITH US IN 
CHOOSING THE SPEAKERS. WE WILL PAV ALL EXPENSES. WE WILL ALSO PUBLISH 
THE VOLUME THAT WILL INCLUDE THESE MESSAGES• WE ALSO HAVE REASON TO 
BELIEVE THAT WE CAN OBTAIN WIDE COVERAGE IN THE NATIONAL PRESS ANO RADIO 
AND TELEVISION FACILITIESe WE ARE THE OLDEST HEBREW CONGREGATION IN THE 
CAPITAL OF THE AMERICAN C0""'1UNITV, FOUNDED BV A SPECIAL CHARTER FROM THE 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES A CENTURY AGO• THE SERIES CAN BE PRESENTED 
AS A JOINT EXPRESSION OF THE WASHINGTON HEBREW CONGREGATION ANO THE 
CCAR Cow.-tlTTEE ON THE TERCENTENARY. 

IN ORDER ~OR ME TO PROCEED ALONG THESE LINES IT 18 NECESSARY THAT) 
OBTAIN, WITHIN A FEW WEEKS, SOME rORMAL APPROVAL rROM THE CO,..ITTEE AND 
ANV OTHER APPROPRIATE BODY WITHIN THE CCAR. To FACILITATE MATTERS I AM 
SENDING A COPY OF THIS LETTER TO EACH Or THE MEMBERS Or THE COMMITTEE 
LISTED IN YOUR LETTER, AS WELL AS TO JOE FINK AND BARNEY 8RICKNERe ) 
HOPE VOU LIKE THE IDEAe WILL YOU PLEASE LET ME HEAR rROM YOU AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE WITH ANV SUQGESTED CHANGES OF THIS PROJECT YOU MAY DEEM Wl8Ee 

MAY I ALSO REQUEST THAT THIS MATTER BE KEPT AB QUIET AS POSSIBLE UNTIL 
THERE IS A FAVORABLE DECISION, FOR OTHERWISE SOME OTHER GROUP MAV SWIPE 
THE PROJECT FROM US. WE HAVE A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO REACH OUT TO THE 
#IERICAN CO~UNITV IN THE COMINQ VEAR IN A MANNER THAT WILL BRING NEW 
STRENGTH TO AMERICAN JUDAISM. 

RABBI ELV E. PILCHIK 
CONGREGATION B1NAI JESHURUN 
HIGH ST. ANO WAVERLY Ave:. 
NEWARK 3, N.J. 

CORO I ALLY, 

cc - RABBIS MORTON M. BERMAN, PHILIP s. BERNSTEIN, BARNETT R. BRICKNER, 
JOSEPH L. FINK, SOLOMON B. rREEHOF, JOSEPH KLEIN, BERTRAM w. KORN, 
JACOB R. MARCUS, VICTOR E. REICHERT, A BA HILLEL SILVER. 



• 
RABBI SOLOMON B. FREEHOF, 0. D. 

ROOEF SHALOM TEMPLE 

"'"TH AND MORIIWOOD AVltNUll8 

PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA 

'"'l'Ch 4, 1954 

D . Abba Hillel ilver 
Cong . Tiferet I srael 
E. 105th St . & Ansel d. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Abba : 

I got my bill from the Conference and on it the info tion 
that the $5 dues that I had promptly paia ·was onl a parment 
on accoun1.. ; that y dues from now on are $100 a year . 

You and I have tal ced about this once before when I ·uas in 
Cleveland for your sixtieth birthday . Thee is no question 
that this income tax on the part of the Conference is unjust 
and a mistake . I am sure they rould get . e same amount of 
money if they continued the practice of equal dues for all 
and just raised the dues to "10 or 15 a ear . They mi ht 
even ask some of us to ive a gift to the Conference , but 
to tax us accordin to income i C"' , I 1 StL·e , wrong in olicy . 
I am ce tain laryers and doctors not do i . 

rrhe question is can ue or should ,e do anythin about it? 
Those of us ,,ho pay hi her dues are put in an uncomfortable 
position . If Te protest , it is as if Te are fightin onl 
to save a few dollars . Have you any thoughts on the 
matter 

As ever , 

Solomon B. ..li'reehof 

SBF : ljc 



JEROME R. MALINO 
RABBI 

THl= UNITl=D Jl=WISH Cl=NTl=R 
Danbury, Connecticut 

March loth, 19.54. 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

I learned from Abe Feldman while we 
were discussing sane business for the c.c.A.R. 
Liturgy Committee that you had written a piece 
called "What Is .America?" which might well be 
included in the supplementary material we are 
preparing for the Tercentenary. I would greatly 
appreciate receiving a copy of this from you or 
an indication as to where I might find it. 

With kindest regards and every good 
wish, 

Yours sincerely, ----~ ' 

~ r: . I 'vJ ~ 
Jerome R. ~ino 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Congregation Tifereth Israel, 
East 105th St & Ansel Road, 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

JRM:hk 



ESTERN 
UNION 

WISTIAKVN✓ON/wm-tt,n,y~~... W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

1201 SYMBOLS 

DL= D.,y lc:icr 

: ( 
4 

, NL= ~i~ht L<!l<t 

1} • LT= Tnt'I LcrtrrTc]rpam 

VLT-dnt'I \ "icier,· La. 

. ·ine wing time sllown 1n tbe aate Irne on telelJ'&ms and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of ori1in. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of d~tin~ 

' 
lQ~CLA117 PD=NEW ORLEANS LA 1·0 1152AMC= 1954 MAR io PM I 43 

RABB'I ABBA H S1ILVER= ( 

: 105 ST AND ANSEL RD:; 

:FOR COMPLET l·NG THE RECORD MAY I HAVE AN ANSWER TO MY CCAR -ARB'ITRAT'ION LETTER OF F-EBRUARY THIRD PLEASE WR 1ITE ,1:r :ts 
r 

IMPORTANT= 
RABBll EM1IL w L~I PZ I GER= 

, . 

THE C0:'.\1PANY WILL APPRECI..\TE SUGGESTJO.NS FRO.M ITS PATHO);S CO~CER);J::-/0 ITS SERYlC:E 



.. 

Rabbi Solol!IOD B. Freehot 
Rodet Shaloot Temple 
Fitth And llorewood Annuea 
P1 ttebllrRh 13, 'Pennsylnnia 

117 dear Solt 

March 11, 19SL 

I ~.:, -~la to he .... from you. I felt exactq the s way as you 
do 11bout the Conference income tax. You may be interested in 
the enclosed letter which I wrote to Fink m1e time ago. I also 
had ocr-, ion to 1- it l'JV~r with him when he was here tar same 
occasion 1 •t n.oe ber. 

I run incliund t r, be:iev thet they will reconsider this . 1 tLer, 
cert lnly 'it more ~o,,le make the!neelYes heard on the 11Btter. 
PeraoMlly, I dn not intend to accept thia arrangement at all. 

I trust that, you re wel • \11th all good wishes, I reMin 

AHc;u,ae 
enclonre 

ABBA HILLEL SILVF.R 



,., 

Rabbi Fm· 1 _., . T eipzi ger, C irman 
Canad.ttee on Arbitration and Ethic• 
r.entral Conterence or American Rabbis 
L238 t. Charles Avenue 
Nrw Orleans, Loliei~ 

y deer r.olleague 1 

March 11, 195~ 

I refrained tro answer1 ng your cor.rc!lnication ot February third becawse 
on the basi or th tar.tf' m.tbti tted in your latter, I could not et ve 
n ooinion. Y01 ~7 tht:lt, the coJnDlainRnt ,. t.P.'1 thAt recruiting letters 

were sent t ,o me herR of his congr , t1on tor a religious school 
rostered by the American Council for Judaism. You t\id not enclose copies 
or these reoru:J ting letters. How o•n one .. Y whethP.r the one who wrote 
the lett~r or the rabbi whose natne was mentioned jn the letter was 
guilty of unproresaio1111l conduct? 

Tou state further that the complainant is dim.nclin d to make the 
direct charge ot unoroteeeional conduct againat hie rabbinical col
leag11e, but be woul<i like t o infona the rabbi that he is doing thllt 
which 111 ~ontr ry to professional ethice. I c nnot roll.ow the reaeoning. 
I teel that the matter ot the orgAniutim or aeparate religious eohool■ 
by the American Council tor Judai8111 is or sutticient import8nce to be 
discussed by the CC n aeri to. In whatever cities such attempts 
wi l l be •de, our col gues will have their toes stepped UT>On and 
contrOYere;y will ensue. This applies not only to the organisation or 
Sunda7 schools, but as you know, in certain citie .. groups have broken 
nay from older congregationa to tona new ones, motivated by the 
American Counci 1 for 1.i\ldai• ideology, and that memberR of the old 
congregation■ were solicited to join the new one and that mabere ot 
the Central Contr·rence ot American Rllbbis either helped in the organi
zation of such congre tions or WP.re not verse to accepting positions 
with auch con~e tiona atter they were established. 



r 

:, \ 
par,e two 

I believe that the whole subject should be carefully studied, and 
it nos~ible, a line of policy defined by the Central ~onf'erence 
of American Rabbis. 

1th all oo<1 wishes, I remain 

Very cordiAlly yours, 

ABBA HILT, T, SILVER 

AHS:nns 



CCAU 
CENTRAL CONFE~AMERICAN RABBIS 

ABRAHAM J. KLAUSNER., 0. 0. 
Ediior 

March 11, 1954 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Cong. Tifereth Israel 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Again I turn to you in the hope that you will 
be able to accommodate us with an article for 
inclusion in a special issue of the Confer
ence Journal. 

The issue we have in mind would concern it
self with the Tercentenary. The members of 
the Editorial Board and the members of the 
Conference at large would delight, I am cer
tain in your "Projection of the American 
Jewish community of the Future". Can you 
possibly find time for such an article? 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

AJK:ro 
CJ(l((~ 

Abraham J. Klausner 

EDITORIAL BOARD: Bernard J. Bambffgn-, Philip S. &m,uin, William G. Braauk, El, E. Pikhik 
David PoUsh, Jacob P. Rudin, Samuel M. Silwr, Jacob ]. W dn,uin. 

EDITORIAL omcE: 63 Hamilron Awnue, Y onlcus 5, N. Y. 



Rahbi /\brahAm J . KlflUSn r, ditor 
C,ftR Journal 
(; 3 H . 1 ton '1 r ue 
Yonkers 5, .P.W rork 

.. 

arc 16, 1954 

'rhank .ro,, for ,.,.01 r l'in' etter of ~!"lrch th eleventh. ms I 
coul comnly ith. our re,,uer;t and rite an rt. cl or th,, 
rnnferPn~e o rn::t.1 • Yr,f r+.unat . y, I h~.,.,. n It . t.h~ t.:1 me. h ve 
wr. tt,en on thiR sub,-,ect twice nm,. <me ,as an address hich I 

elivP.rcd fore t.he <'entrril r, nferenc o er cnn f?nhl •is in 151 
on "' e /uture of t.he /ir: .r1can ~ _ h ro ir. t,yn and P.noth r was 
an addresn 1hich I rec .nt,1 ade fore tlie rat. o a 1 G nference of 
the J -t .• h -~ltire P <ierRtions hich the r.onfP.rencc puhl:t~hcd and 
diRt,ri l ted. 

I really h vc not. n nel'T :n acidition to say on the ubject, and 
I <lon •t like to een repeating eyself • 

... it, .. war t, r<' re n , I r main 

~rv cordia1 y yours , 

A H_ , r.,r,L s 1 • 

AH .. :rms 



{ ongregalion I' nai Jieshurun 
Estahlishtd 1848 

17 IDautrly flucnut 
Jlewarh 3, 1L J. 

£1y E. Jlikhik, labhi 
March 16, 1954 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th Street and ftnsel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver : 

I re~ret exceedingly that you will not be able to attend the 
first meeting of our CCAR Tercentenary Committee on April 12 , 
but I fully understarid . I should like to have fror.1 you a 
letter of sugF;estions which I might be able to rea to our 
Committee and which ~uuld help us in the formulation of some 
ideas . 

:·:hat are your thoughts 1i th refere"1ce to the Conference obser
vance of the Tercentenary? ·11at do you think we can do as a 
COffiliU ttee to help the Rabbis in their respective puloi ts as 
they ... lan appropriate observance? 

I am askine these thinas because after months of consultation 
with the ational Committee, I ' ve come to feel that rather 
little will be forthcomin~ from that moribu..id committee whic~1 
is one of the len~thened shadows of the Anerican Jewish 
Cornmi ttee • 

Thank . ou for your help . 

Yours sincerely, 

E ◄ P : FC 



EM IL W. LEIPZIGER, RABBI EMERITUS 

TOUHO YNAOOOUE 

NEW OR LEANS 1~ 

March 17, 1954 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 105th St. at Ansel Rd . , 
Cleveland 6, Ohio . 

Dear Colleague: 

I want to thank you for your interesting Jett r in rt>ply to my telegram. 

The reason I sent out my etter to the members of the Committee without mentioning 
nsm sand places, was to get an obj ctive point of view of the members of the Committ e 
as to wheth r, on the basis of facts presented to me, we shou d use a direct method 
of accusation, or th~ method of persuasion, to see that such encroachments wil not be 
repeated . 

I have heard no from all of the men but two, and al of them feel that we ought to 
adopt the softer approach, which I call, in my letter, the approach of "Hillel" 
(saving your revP-r nee). 

You seem to look at the probl~m a bit differently. You b lieve that it should be 
dealt with, not in relation to one Bas, but in r Jlation to what may be an un
fortunate po1icy on the part of the American Council . 

I don't mind giving you now a more detai ed account of the complaint . It comes from 
Sol Fre~hof. In one of the series of letters in which I rather pushed him for definite 
information, he wrote as fol ows: "For your guidance, the progress of ~vents was as 
follo s : There was a group of young peop e, possibly ten at most, which was opposed 
to the t~aching of Hebre in our school . They studied the Council's ana y is of the 
Commission textbooks and decided that our school snot a Reform Jewish sc ool any 
more . They gathered at a meetlng at which ur. Leonard Sussman of the Council en -
couraged th m to form a separate school . A man who was present told me that thy 
were uncertain what to do but that r . Sussman a sured them that a separate schoo was 
the ri .ht pr ocedure and that the Counci wa oreanizing s parate schoo s of this kind 
alJ ov~r the country. Thei n~xt Jetter, therefore, was a r~cruiti g letter addr ssed 
tooth r par~nts in our ongrP ,ation and in two successive Jett~rs mentioned that thy 
wouJd have rabbinical as istance . In the s cond of th., two letters they mentione 
Rabbi Baron by name . 

"All of these young p op1 are members of my Congr ation. 
and str ngthened in the project by the mPrican Coun i1 and 
is uidin th min their separatist movement which seeks to 
from our school. 

They have been encouraged 
a colleague of mine, Baron, 
<letach still more members 

th~ situat·on and this is th effort in which this colJeague of mine is now 

CONSTIUCTIVI 

DEP l l'ISI 
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EMIL \V. LEIPZIGER, RABBI EMERlTU 

TOUBO SYNAOOOUE 

NEW ORLEANS 1~ 

Marcµ 17, 1954 

participating. I should lik you to persuade him to desist from doing this. If 
he refuses we shall consider what next to do". 

Fre~hof 1s state of mind is further reflected in his postscript, which says 11 I 
appreciate your mood of impartiality as Chairman but we are al so fri~nds. ill 
you give me your own r action to my mode of procedure? 11 I want is peace and 
friendship in our Conf rence and decent relationship between our colleagues. ould 
you rat her that I make a direct charge? I wou. d rather not evoke any bitterness." 

It seems to me it is now indicated, after I hear from the two other members of 
my Committee, that it is t desire on the part of the great majority of the Committee 
that we approach the American Council p~rsuasively. 

Trusting all things go we _l with you and yours, I r emain 

ewl;g 

CONSTIUCTIVI 

DEflNSI 

rternally yours 
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f.nngregation l'nai Jeshurun 
Establish£d 1848 

Ely E. Jlilchik, labbi 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

17 Uhu£rlg fln£nu£ 
Jl£mark 3, ~. J. 

March 26, 1954 

Fa.st 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silvers 

Thank you for taking the time to write me on the Tercentenary. 
I shall convey these thoughts to the committee at its meeting 
on the 12th or April. I feel that there is much weight in 
what you say and I really don't want to make a circ\18 or it. 
I thought perhaps we could set dOllfl a few enduring things and 
somehow discreetly and appropriately giTe a lift to the Reform 
Movement during this oberservance. 

Be assure• or my very high respect. 

Most cordially, 

EEPsFC 
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ABRAHAM J . FELDMAN 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
OF C HAIRMA N 

SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 
.ltU ■!I 1!1 . lll!LLER 

JACOB R . MARCUS 

AMERICAN RABBIS 

;,~~-L;,I~~ 

OFFICE OF CHAIRMAN 

701 FARMINGTON AVENU E 

H ARTFORD 7 . CONN . 

COMMITTEE ON APP EALS 

April 15, 1954 
ict . 4/14/54 

TO THE Lffi:r, EJS F THE co:; ]1 ITTEE ( 1N APPEAIS: 

I have an appeal from one of the seniors at the Hebrew TTnion 
colle~e askin for deferment in the matter of entering the chaplaincy. 
Iis appeal is seconded by President Glueck . 

His name is Leonard Kravitz. He is described by r elson as none 
of our ILost excellent graduate studentsn , and he has been given a 
fellowship to continue his .;...raduate work in residence towards his ph .• 
degree . The special area of his research l s the Maimunist - Abt i-
aimunist controversy. He is 25 years old and is married. 

Nelson 'Jl.rrites me as follows: 

" s you knovr, I str ngly encourai:;e raduate 
studies . I snould like to under line his o m 
request ••• that his entrance into the chaplaincy 
be deferred until he completes his gr aduate 
studies here 1J nich would take a aximum of three 
years . He is a most honorable and worthrhile 
per son and desires to enter the chaplaincy as 
soon as he completed9'l- his 7raduate studies 
here . 

" I hope t •1at his request f or deferment 
will be ranted. u 

I have discussed the 1 atter with ,iorris Lieben an , Chairman of 
the Chaplaincy Committee , ho tells me that for the present we are 
not under pressure seeing that we have a full quota of chaplains . 

Inasmuch as :tr . Kravitz has to know whether he may accept the 
gr aduate fellowship offered to him, I am taking this means of polling 
the Committee in the hope that he may make the necessary pl ans . 

1JY per sonal inclination, in view of all the circU1nstances , would 
be to gr ant him the petition for deferment . However, I have no authority 
to do so without the consent of the members of the committee . 



, - 2-

I am plannin~ now to hold a meeting o:' the co 'ttee somet· 
during the sessions of the Convention of the CCR, but under the 
circumstances tnis matter is urq;ent and I bespeak your kindness of 
a pr o pt reply. 

•(ith best vrishes for a very happy Pesach , I am 

~incer ely yours , 
/) 

. braham J . ?e~ n 

J , . .'/s z 
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• y 20 , 1954 

PROGRESS RF1 .1. T c.c.J. ... . R. TERC JT ARY CJ ... filTTEE 

The Committee held its first meeting April 12, 1954. A ttendi~g: Joseph Fink, 

iorton Berman, ronnan '18rstenfeld, Jay Kaufma.n, J 0 c,eph Klein, Julius .'ark, 

Sidney Regner , Rich rd Bluestein and Ely Pilchik in the Chair . 

I . Committee ap:Jroved participation lith ?;.a.bbinical Assen:.bly and Rabbinical 

(.IJouncil in a volume "Judaism in America" under ~eneral auspices ational 

Tercentenary comr.iittee . The three rabbinic bodies will underwrite a proximate 

cost of .. p5 ,ooo. r . :B'reehof to be asked to do chapter on Reform Judaism in 

volume . Dr . q-eehof P.'.raciousl~ accepted. ~Jegotiations presently ;oing on for 

cuJ.Jnination of proJect . 

II . Cornmi ttee a~ roved observance plans of fashington Hebrew ConP-regation , 

involving CCAR Joint s;Jo~1sorship with said Conf7re,.,ation of a series of 24 

Sunday mon1in lectures by est speakers throughout the year . Conference to 

assume no financial oblip:ations but to shar8 responsibility in choice of 

speakers . Committee co1ld only endorse . pr val of such joint auspices had 

to come from ~xecutive oard. esident Fink romised to oll • ecutive Board -

he did and . oard approved by substantial ma.Jority . Other Con '.3regatioos planning 

s:iJnilar large observances, seeking Joint auspices nth C R, may file v • th 

Co11f erence . 

III . It rasreportod that Ll.turgy Cornr1ittec is preparinc a special Tercentenary 

service to be used by Con re~atioas on the Tercentenary sah a th, weekend of 

Thanksgiving 1954. 

IV . It was reported that t e College is planning some proJects . Inforrr.ation 

f orthcom:ing . 

V. It 
to Co 

as reported that the U . /, . i{ .c. i 

re ations . 
preparin materials 1•1hich will be sent 

Our er centenary Committee is to make a re ort to the conference in Jme . 

Sug estions from you are solicited. 

Res ectfully, 
Ely :e; . ilchik 
Chairman 
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JOSEPH L. FINK, PRESIDENT 
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OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

BARNETT R. BRICKNER, VICE-PRESIDENT 
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STANLEY R. BRAV, TREASURER 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
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June 4, 1954 

East 105th Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

My dear Colleague: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

ISRAEL BETTAN, CINCINNATI, OHIO 

PHILIP S. BERNSTEIN, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

BERYL 0. C0H0N, BROOKLINE. MASS. 

ADOLPH H. f"INK, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN, MILWAUKEE, WIS. 

LEON KRONISH, MIAMI BEACH, f"LA. 

JEROME R. MALIN□, DANBURY, CONN. 

ALBERT G. MINDA, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

NATHAN A, PERILMAN, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

SIDNEY L. REGNER, READINIJ, PA. 
KARL RICHTER, MICHIGAN CITY, IND. 

JACOB M. ROTHSCHILD, ATl ANTA, GA. 

MEYER H. SIMON, GLEN0ALE, CALIF". 

EDGAR E. SISKIN, GLENCOE, ILL. 

ALLAN TARSHISH, CHARLESTON, 5. C. 

JOSEPH I. WEISS, NEPONSET, N. Y. 

MARTIN M. WEITZ, MARGATE, N. J. 
JOEL Y. ZION, DENVER, COLO. 

The Executive Bo0rd of the c.c.A.R., on the reconrnendation of 
our Special Tercentenary Committee, decided to sponsor, with 
the Washington Hebrew Congregation of Washington, D.C., a 
special Tercentenary project. 

The Washington Hebrew Congregation will dedicate its new Temple 
within a few months. The Sunday morning services, from November, 
1954 through May, 1955, will have a central theme relating to the 
Tercentenary Observance. 

The c.c.A.R. joins this Congregation in sponsoring a series of 
addresses to be delivered by twenty members of the c.c.A.R. and 
eight lay leaders. All of these addresses are to be published 
by that Congregation in the special Tercentenary volume at the 
end of the year. The Washington Hebrew Congregation is urder
wri ting the expenses as part of its Dedication Year Celebration. 

I am happy to extend an invitation to you in behalf of the c.c.A.R. 
and the Washington Hebrew Congregation to deliver one of the 
addresses on~unday morning next year. Dr. Gerstenfeld, as 
Rabbi of that Congregation, will extend an invitation to you in 
the form of a letter, indicating the date, etc. I write this 
letter to you merely to express the hope that you will find it 
possible to accept this invitation. 

With fraternal greetin s, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

I 
Joseph L • Fink 

JLFtas 
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DEAR R. 81 VER, 

RABB I NORMAN GERSTENF"ELD 

WASHINGTON HEBREW CONGREGATION 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 

JUNE 9• 1854 

I TRUST YOU HAVE HEARD FROM R. FINK AS TO THE JOit~ PRO JECT 
OF THE CCAR AN ouR Co iJGREc.ATloN : ATER ENTE'JARY Yr AR Sur DAY 
I, ORN Ir G ECTL RF SER ES , ou , EV. Ef,1PLE FRot. Jo ✓ Ft.1 ER I Sb4 
T H~OUGH t 1AY 19i::s, NJ THE ADDRES,...E~ TO BE PUB Ir- JE IN BOOK 
FORt1 AT ~E tID OF THE YEAR• ,JE ARE EAGER THAT YOU E O E 
OF THE SPF. KER,• 

I '.' OULD DEEP AP PR EC ATE YOUR KI ND ACC'EPT AI\JCE \JI IN THE 
COMING WEEK. V ILL YOU ALSO PLEAGE ~END ME THE FOLLO~ NG: 

I. DATE! W~A UNDAY MOR JING~ F~OM N0VEMB R 195 THROUGH r AV 
1855 OULD BE THC LEAST INCO~ ENIE T FOR YOUR SCHEDULE? 
\/HAT SUN'"' AY MORtJ I l P CA, YOU OT CO 1E? I REQUEST FULL 
INFORMATION ON THE DATES A T !JILL BEV RY DIFFICULT TO 
ARRANGE A CHC ULE TH Ai WI LL FIT T F.: HEAVY P OGRAMS OF AO 
MA V SUSY RAB ts. 

2. THEME: '/H AT TITLE O TITLES WOULD YOU ~UGGEST AS THE 

UN FY If C n1cr:E FOR TµE EN, I RE SER I C!? MY O VN SU GE TI ON 
te - 1r.'A'l 1~ QppQ TUNITIES AN RESPO IBILITIE~ UN ER 
FREEDOM 11 • 

We ARE. OEL,GHTED TO BACI' THIS PROJECT AUT IT VALUED PEl'D 
UPO THE QU LITY OF SPEA'E ~ WHO WI L ACCEPT oun NVIT TION. 

\" E ARE THE EFO E /~RV E, IROU~ OF dA I JG YOUR P1~ ~J, fo-- ,f c/7/J::...J 

AWAITf , G YOUR F'ABORABL Rr:apoN E• I Ad• •1 '-f"'~..,_._,1..-

(A,I, It:::. ~ . r; olc ~~ 

P • S • 1'/ LL YOU l<I J LY U, 

EPLV. 

R. ABBA HtLL L SILVER 
E I 05TH ST , ArJ Ar~SEL Ro Ao 

L VELAf 1 t OH 10 

'-' 'I( ,-- '-· ~ 
CORDIALLY, 

1'- l,..__ 

~E EJCLOSED EV "LOPE FOR A EARLY 
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Of'f'ICI!: Of' THI!: 

Fll'.l!U!II 

TEMPLE BETH ZION 
DELAWARE AVENUE 

BUFFALO, N.Y. 

JOSEPH L . F'INK , PH . 0 ., 0 . D. 

r . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

Septerr.ber 7, 1954 

Ea st lOSt' 1 Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

M dear Friend: 

I ar1 sorry you were unable to a tend 
the C.C.A.R. convention in Pike, ew Hampshire . 
I missed you very muc .• 

I am sending you here 'th a copy of 
my President I s Messa re . I think • ... re are 
points in it which will e of real • r.terest to 
you . 

I trust tha you arc well . I send you 
on per5onal reetin s for • e Ne Year . 

JLF : as 
Enclosure 

Sin erely 

Jo ep L. Fink 
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I ant to thank yo 
e copy of your 
ith et d li ht . 

til e y 

I tru t hat you a 
you all verythin 

.. I 

pte r 1 , 195h 

htfulr ss ins ding 
i ent •s 'essa , .hie Ir ad 

It is fi , forthri ht , a.d 

11, and I ,ish 
, car . 

o~t cor ·ally ours , 



REPORT OF TEE cm,m:T'.::'~E oir CHTF..1'.:;H AND S!ATE 

To the Central Conference of American Rab~ia, 

Colleagues: 

For some years now the major portions of the reports of the Committee on Church and 
State have dealt with the relation of religion to public education. The philoSOfllY 
of this Conference in this sensitive area has always been clear-cut and distinct; 
it was based upon a fundamental proposition - that in this nation Church and State 
were inter.dad to be separate and must remain so. 'l1his proposition wafJ derived from 
the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution from the writings of Jeffer
son, Madison, and others, from decisions of the United States Supreme Court and 
opinions of its justices, and from the traditions and institutions of this free land. 
The pron~uncements of this Conference and its resolutions fall naturally and logic
ally into a consistent and uniform pattern of undeviating adherence to this 
principle of separation. We have thought and believed and said that for the good 
of the State and for the good of Religion they - State and Church - should be kept 
separate and apart. 

Today this problem of religion and education persists in its paramount significance. 
We are confronted in this field with attitudes generally held and conclusions 
zealously advanced, both of which demand tharouch scrutiny and sober reflection. 
Among the most conspicuous and popular attitudes, certainly among the best public
ized are these: (1) that the public~ schools are "secular" and "godless," and at their 
best they are neutral to religion and at their worst they foster a hostility to 
religion; (2) that the alarming increase in juvenile delinquency and the shocking 
disintegration of personal integrity and public morality are due in some measure to 
the "godless" character of the education and training received in the public schools; 
and (3) that a total view of life is u_~thinkable without a religious synthesis and 
the total education of man is impossible without religion. Upon the basis of these 
opinions, certain conclusions have been militantly drawn: (1) that the schools are 
responsible not only for communicating knowledge and acquiring skills but also for 
the cultivation of good citizenship and private virtue; and (2) that these results 
can be achieved only by introducing religion into public education. 

These attitudes and conclusions are at the heart of the whole problem of religion 
and education. For our Roman Catholic fellO'w-citizens they have been the warrant 
for the conviction that the best possible kind of education can be achieved in their 
own church-controlled schools, in church-owned premises, with a church-aporoved 
curriculum and under church-supcrv·sed instructors; and these conclusions have 
further justified them in demanding some assistance from public funds in maintaining 
their system, claiming for tax-paying parents the right to the aid of the state and 
for their children the right to the services of the state. For many of our Protes
tant fellow-citizens, the sane attitudes and conclusions have been the motivation 
for their endorsement and implemr-ntation of the Released Time program, for their 
approval of "teaching about religion" in the public schools, and for their present 
emphasis on the inculcation of mornl and spiritual values through public education. 

During the past year, two major statements have been released by our fellow-citizens 
in which th~ above-zr.entioned attitudes and conclusions were reiterated and under
scored~ The first was issued by the Roman Catholic Bishops of the United States 
and s:trned in t!1eir names by the Administrati vc Board of the National Catholic 
Welfare Gonferen~e (Washington, D.C~, November 15, 1952); the second was the formal 
meo~age from the General Ass~m~ly of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. (Denver, Decem~er 12, 1?52)o These statements were high-minded and 
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sincere and in many respects co'[l.tn.ir.. expres3.l.ons on religion, morality and good 
citizenship to which we -v1hr>le--}-,·,c,,r:,edly s 1.1hs,..,rite, nnd ygt it is \11.rith no ini~onsid
erable hesitancy thnt your Ccr._vr1.i:t·~'J e ~ef ers t0 theae stdt~ments and calls them to 
your attention. For tho first., v1:..V1 it<:: pos~·.n.J.~t<jJ of superr:at~al faith, the fall 
of man, the doctrine of saivat:.0n tln 0t:gh ,J8s1:.s ., the se.pr~r.iacy of Christ.ir1n f?..l t,h 
and the primacy of the Catholic Ch:irch., is obviow3ly not acidrsssed to us; such 
categorical and ex c,:rtLedra asserticns o.f Cathclic clog111as place us outside the pale 
of interest or discu3sion ;- 'rhe s l':lc ond statencnt exclurles us even nore markedly, 
for it is cast in the form of 11 a letter to the Ch.tistian people of Aroorica," it 
salutes them as "Dear Fellow Christians.," and it sn~.iseCtuen-t,ly declares that "the 
abiding concern of their churches must be to proclaim the Gospel and to be evange
lical so that all men will accept Jesus Christ as Saviour." 

If these statements dealt solely with Catholic dogma or Protestant belief or 
Christian faith, the mandates of good manners, cood taste, and good breeding would 
require that we remain s ilent about them., We are not engaged in polemics and we 
have no wish for cont.rovercy • . But these pronouncements cover much broader areas. 
One deals with the public schoolG in which all the citizens of our land have a vital 
stake and it discusses public education whic1i""°is not a specifically Christian area; 
the other also discusses the character of public education and outlines the duty 
of the State, of which we are a free and equal oart, to provide help in the form of 
at least auxiliary services for those who attend their parochial schools. We 
realize, therefore, that ·what this Conference has to say on these subjects cannot 
be regarded as out-of-place or ill-mannered. These are the authoritative, official 
statements of American church bodies. They are very rauch our concern. God is our 
business - we are old partners with Him nnd in His Yvork . America is our business -
we are about to celebrate the Tercentenary of our Jewish settlement. Public educa
tion is our business - we send our children to puulic schools . The separation of 
church and state is our business - the forthright and historic resolutions of this 
Conference over the past fifty years are a mat.tor of public record. We are devoted 
to God and loyal to our country and its institutions, ;.i.nd we will not exclude 
ourselves from the right to free and frank and full discussion of these vital 
questions and issues. 

It is profoundly regrettable that this is a field were pnssionate controversy has 
been stirred np and whero honest differences of O!)inion are suspected of being 
prejudices and are attacked and discredited. There are some wvho would even counsel 
this Conference to be silent or discreet in order to prevent antaeonism or alj_ena
tion and perhaps to achieve sympathy or o.greemont . 1:le do not wish to be divisive 
or contentious. But your Committee believes that it vrould be unworthy for us to 
reduce our convictions to a quid ;:->ro quo basis, to be prompted by extraneous consid
erations, or to be motivated by f ear of criticism or attack. Convictions are not 
wares to be peddled over political bargain counters for considerations of expediency. 
Dignity and integrity demanl that opinions honestly held and based upon principles 
believed to be right and true be expressed without fear of controversy or ill
tempered abuse. We would not surrender this precious American heritage. To make 
honesty the victim of strategy or public relations by muzzling it is to destroy the 
very fabric of independent thought. It is in this spirit of recognition of its 
moral obljgation to speak with freedom that your Committee has cor.sidared the public 
prono1ncements of our Ror. an Catholic and Protestant fellow-citizens and the issues 
involved in them. 

The 11Secular 11 Public School 
Your Committee deplores the current practice of describing the American public 
~"'P!"'OJ. ~rystem as "secular" and associating with this description connotations of 
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atheism, godlessness and even direct hostility to religion. It ~ees in this des

cription and these connotations the use of a technique whereby q1..asi political 

sentiments are exploited and public suspicions and fe;.rs are ar-ou·ed, all to the 

disadvantage of public education. It regards 11 secula-.''i when ar,rl:.i e:i to the public 

school as a legal term, so defined by Webster (N~!W Internaticr1al Lictionary, 2nd 

edition, Unabridged) 11belonging to the State as distinguishea from the church; non

ecclesiastical; civil," and it agrees with those who pvint out that it is used "to 

represent a service for which the State is respon~ible 11 in contradi-=tinction to 

services of a religious nature. In this sense it bjects to the uso of secular as 

a derogatory characterization, with the implicatior, that the public school is 

hostile to religious values. 

The record of the American public school reveals not only a concern for such values 

but in many instances it has achieved their highest expression. It has fostered 

reverence for the individual and respect for every pel~sonality, it has recognized 

religious liberty, cultivated tolerance, promoted fair play, afforded the opportunity 

for self-fulfillment through creative expression, encotraged the open-minded quest 

for truth, stimulated group cooperation, emphasi~ed .,_Jerl,,nal responsibility, and 

taught honesty and good government. In the class roum and on the playground of the 

American public school system we can find the holy grcur.d of religious values. 

Where the breath of little children sustains the univers-3 - while they learn and 

play and grow - there we can find God. This if:: a far cr~r from what has been 

described as a "totalitarian movement. 11 of "an a].1-embrac:ig state-controlled school 

system and education completely devoid of religion." 

We therefore applaud the Letter of the National ~ouncil wnen it states that "It is 

unfair to say that where religion is not taught i:-i a publ:.c school that school is 

secular or Godless. The moral and cultural at:nos:)here in a school and the attitude, 

the viewpoints, and the character of the teachers can be r~ligious, and exert a 

religious influence, 1·1i thout religion being necessrtrily "ia Jght as a subject." As we 

applaud this statement so do we hail the action of the Ame .~ican Legion at its 

Annual Convention last August of lauding the patrictism of the American public 

school teacher, of condemning "the authors of subve!'sive attacks upon the public 

schools, whether they be dissident indi victuals or groups in the local commWli ties, 

or inspir.ed by evil forces, financeu, directed, and operate<l by agents of subversion" 

and calling upon "every member of the American Legion to be on the alert in his 

community, to know the schools and to recognize these attacks when they occur, and 

to stand ready to support and defend them against all enemies." 

Your Committee rejoices in these expressions favorable to the public school and 

recommends that this Conference reaffirm its unshakable faith in the American 

public school system and pledge its undiminished efforts to secure appropriate 

and adequate Federal Aid for Public Education and its unremit~ing labors for the 

improvement of the nation's public schools. 

We espouse a moral and virtuous life for every person. We be,ieve that our public 

schools make a contribution to this end. Yet we are not unmi.!1dful of the prevalence 

of iIIlITlora.li ty in high places and low, of juvenile delinquency and politic al 

corruption. However, we regard it as an unwarranted assumptj_ on to place the blame 

for such defections upon the public schools. This is making the public school a 

whipping boy for the ills of society. There are many factors and forces which 

contribute to the breakdown of virtue and morality - some a·re social, others may be 

psychologic, political, economic, industrial or military. A world in transition 

will question historic values; men under strain will yield to temptation. But 
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before the public schools be held culpable for every collapse of private or public 
morals, the homes of this nation, and its churches and social institutions, should 
examine their foundations and their structures, their records and their standards, 
and see if they be guiltless. No home and no family dare abdicate from its 
responsibility for its share in the good society. It little serves the cause of 
public morality to place blame without searching for truth . In the interest of 
scientific and factual information, your Committee· respectfully suggests that 
studies be undertaken of the relative incidence of delinquency among the students 
of public schools and those of schools under other auspices. Similar studies might 
be made of crime and of political corruption. Only the fncts will lead us to 
clarity of thought, lucidity of speech, and accuracy of judgment. Unless they are 
available any a priori blanket condemnation of the public schools is unfair, untrue, 
and immoral. 

This is not to imply or to suggest that we regard education as desirable or even 
possible without morality or that we hold to a view of life that is Godless. Our 
concern for the moral life can be traced back to Sinai; we were born in Egypt but 
we achieved our character as a goy Kodosh at Sinai. That is where the Ten Command
ments were written upon our hearts. We are a religious people; God is at the 
heart of our faith, of our history and of our d~stiny; He is in the Psalmist's 
ecstatic cry, in the Prophet's social vision, in Job 1s indomitable affirmation, in 
little synagogues and small school-houses, in centuries of martyrdom and in the 
indestructible power of the Spirit. God should be in the heart and soul and mind 
of every Jevr. For us the uni verse is inconceivable without God, life is possible 
only with Him. He is our Father; we are His children, created in His image and 
receiving the imprint of His Divinity. We are therefore moral creatures, free to 
choose the moral ways of truth and righteousness, of justice and mercy. This is 
what we believe, and this is what we teach. 

But we are convinced that we must teach this faith, this view of God and life and 
man, and these principles of morality, un ler our own auspices , in our own Synagogues, 
Temples and Religious Schools, on our ovm time, in our om way, and at our own 
expense. 

We are further convinced that the free soil of America is hospitable not only to our 
religious views but to all religious vie-r:s; this is why divergent f ai tho and 
sectarian groups have flourished and multi~lied here. In their wisdom, the archi
tects of this nation realized that these sects must be free from State domination, 
even as the State must not bo controlled by them or be in alliance with them. They 
were too mindful of the ugly records in other places where warring sects and rival 
denominations competed unworthily and irreligiously for the support of the State. 
Their respect for religion was universal, they recognized its indispensability, but 
they were persuaded that faith anJ the responsibility for instruction in the 
principles of religion belonged properly and solely to the churches. They believed 
that this was a challenge to and the oblibation of the churches. They, therefore, 
made the principle of the separation of church and state a basic and inviolable 
feature of our government, constitutionally prohibited the establishment of any 
religion, and consistently denied favors to any and all of the religious sects. 

For this reason public tax-monies have been withheld from the support of parochial 
schools. We believe that the reasons are sound and that the practice should endure. 
We sympathize with the financially burdensome efforts of all those who wish to 
est.ab l i sh their own religiously-sponsored and controlled schools; we submit that 
their right to such schools is axiomatic and American; but we also insist that the 
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corollary to the right of establishment is tile responsibility of maintenance. 

We regret that this pJ aces us in disEgl'.'eement with our Ror,:.an Catholic fellow
citizens who claim t.l:at 'the s+,J.te has t~0 di.1ty to he,p pare:\ts f1.:lfill their task 
of religious instruc-L:Lon c:.r..d "':.rai ni11g. ( ,::,nc.) \'fr.en the St:1te fai.ls in this help, when 
it makes the task more cifficul t a'1d even r:sr.f!li:;eo pa:".'ents ·who try to fulfill this 
duty a~co:rding to conscien.:!e, by depri-1ing their chiJ.dren of their ri C'ht Ul~.der ou.r 
FedaraJ_ Con~ti tution to auxj liary Gervices j thin c.:..n o:1J.~r be regarded as an utterly 
U!1:fair ar.d s:-iort-sighted policyc. 11 Fr'=e from &ny consideration of the arnbigu:i.ty of 
this stc:1te:nent and of its fe.i.lure to spell out ir.. clea::.<1..y and explicitly defined 
term0 what the u:!.ti!:iate objec ti7es and the true limits of '!S,:,ate help" may be, your 
CoP1rnittee regc:.:rds S'.l.Ch assistanf.!e as a violation of the principle of separatj_on and 
belj_e7e3 that any de-,i~tion, no matter how slight, will lead inevitably to others 
which will be great.. Your Corirrnittee does no,:, conDider it llunfair•: to place respon
sibility where it le6itimately and properly belo~gs nor does it believe it to be 
"short-sighted" to retain a principle and tracli tion whi<::h avoid gro.n ting II special . 
benefits" to some or all rclicious groups.. It can1ot tu1derstand if it is right to 
receive some auxiliary ser1ricc3, why it would not be equally right to demand all 
services and complete State supoort; aY!d if it is not rig:1t to cJ aim and get the 
totality of support, it f :iils to understand how any specific part can be deserved 
or claimed.. This Conference has Eltood linswervi11f:ly on the side of separation; your 
Committee recommends that it remain there. 

Released Time 
This brings us to the consideration of ReleaG~d Time, of teacr.ing about religion, 
and of emphasizing moral and. spiritual values in pubJj c education, and to the state
ment of our Protestant fellow-citizens. While eYpress:i.ng hearty approbation of the 
American public school and aJ~v-ocating the separ tion of chu:::-ch arrl state to the extent 
of insisting that II the subsidization of educailon carried on under religious 
auspices would bo-Lh violate the principle of the separation between church and 
state and be a d8vEtstating blow to the public school system, which must at all costs 
be maintained,u t"1e L€ltter of the National Council nevertheless "strives to delimit," 
in the wo~·ds of tna A:nerican Je:rish Congress 11 its interpretation (of separation) to 
permi. t the ut i.~j.iati )l1 of the tlme, premises, or curriculum of the public school 
systGm for religious j nstruction or indoctrination. 11 This is the objective of the 
Pr·otestant point of vi~w. In their own vrnrds , they seek that11 provision should be 
made in some const.itu-Lional way for the inculcation of the principles of religion, 
whether within or outside the precincts of the school, but always vrithin the regular 
schedule of a p 1.1pil working day. 11 Thi.s in essence is the Released Time Plan, but 
somethi.ng has been addud~ Our Protestant bTethren see no incons1.stency or contra
diction in using p11blic money for the benefits of religious instruction either in or 
through the public schools aad in reg:Jrding the use of such money for similar pur
poses in parochial scr.ools 2.s a violation of separtition . Your Cammi ttee believes 
th&t in each in3tance the violation is one and the same. 

This Conference ha8 c-·::,0adfas·;,ly op::iosP.d the ~ eleased Time Plan. Even when the Sup
reme iot.rt in tha Zt.~r::ich •Uluck Case (1952) d(~cided that thin plan was constitutional, 
this body voiced i cs ob:jec--:ions agai11st the pr-oerarn and reaffirmed its faith in 
Dis:usoal Tirne. Dur~.ng t!1e past year our misgivings concernin8 the Released Time 
Plan h2.ve not. been d.:.ssipated.? Rep0rt.s of abuses are widespread and violations of 
the plan itsalf, of the p:cinciple of sep~ration, and of the explicit interpretations 
of the Supreme C01!rt ar.e sr1ocki.ng and alarming. In many c?.ses, children are segre
g=?.ted ar.d lined up in classrr1oras ace ording to relieious di vis ions; school officials 
p~blicize the reli.eious program and even recruit pulpit enrollment; teachers distri-
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b~te descriptive literature; and schools become partners with the churches in admin
istrative procedures by keeping records and givins credit for these religious 
classes, In some cases, orthodox evangelical Chriwtianity is taught through inter
pretation of the Bible in the schools by missionary and conversionary-minded 
teachers and in other cases Boards of Education open up public school classrooms for 
Bible and religious instruction by the professed clergymen of different faiths. The 
Executive Director (Erwin L. Shaver) of Weekday Religious Education of the Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churc:1es of Christ in the U.S. 
has stated (Religious Education, January-February 1953, p. 42) that 15% of the 
communities participating in the Released Time Pro6ran still conduct their classes 
in the public schools, in direct violation of the McCollmn Decision. 

Your Committee is dismayed that these abuses should not only be countenanced by over
enthusiastic public school authorities but that tht;y should have the tacit sanction 
and active cooperation of religious leaders. It is inconceivable that in the name 
of Godliness and while arguing for the moral fibi-·e of the nation, educators and 
clergyman should become partners in flouting the law of the land and in creating 
d.isrespect for constitutional authority. This is 1aore than violation of separation; 
it is the formation of an unholy alliance that makes of religion contraband, to be 
smugg).ed and bootlegged into the public schools. The story of these abuses is part 
of the evil of the Released Time Program. Your Committee would be no party to it. 

Your Committee, therefore, salutes the Legislatnre of the State of New Hampshire 
which defeated a bill that would have allowed students time off from public school 
clas~es for religious instruction, and it records its satisfaction that in isolated 
instqnces Protestant ministers have withdrawn from comrnuni ty Released Time Programs 
beoause of ' the imperfections of the plan. 

However, the Zorach-Gluck Decision was a green light to the ardent supporters of 
Released Time, and your Cor.1mittee would sound a ain its note of caution to our 
colleagues, not to be stampeded by local pressure nor to be victimized by current 
fear~. We hold to the LicCollum Decision and its spirit of "a high and impregnable 
wall of separation"; we accept the responsibility for the religious instruction of 
the children of our faith; and we should pledge our undiminished efforts to inten
sify our own system of religious education and to cooperate with all the religious 
segments and forces in our nation in achieving a uniform workable Dismissal Time 
Plan whereby all the children of the public schools may receive the religious 
instruction which they need. 

Teaching •About' Relieion 
Even at its best the supporters of the Released Time Plan realize that it is meagre 
and insufficient. This is why there has been much agitation to "teach about 
religion" in the public schools and why educators are advocating courses on religion. 
Recently the Committee on Religion and Education of the Americc11Council on Education 
issuf;\d a report to this effect. Known as the Linton Report (directed by Dr. 
Clarence Linton, Professor of Education, Teachers College, Columbia University), it 
re~ommends the factual study of religion in the public schools on the grounds that 
it is "thoroughly consistent with the principles of religious liberty, the tradition 
of separa~ion of church and state, and modern educational theory and practice." 

As your Committee respects the character and sincerity of those who labored to 
produce the Linton Report so docs it also recognize the impossibility of understand
ing the history of man and the nature of society without the knowledge of the rise 
of religion and of the structure of contemporary religious institutions. But it 
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also discerns the difficulties and the dangers of this proposal and calls them to 
the attention of th:l~ CC'n.fercnce: what should be ta,ght in such courses, and who 
should teach, and what will be the general effect of this instruction? 

What should be taught? Will it be possible for the major faith groups to agree upon 
a syllabus or curriculum? Will areas of disagr0err.3nt be skirted nnd avoided, and if 
so will what remains be reduced to simple and meaningless generalities? A Catholic 
spokesman (Msgr. F. G. Hocheralt, Director, Department of Education, National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, Washington, D. C.) eA-presscs the cone ern that such a 
cooperative study, with its premises of the equality of all faiths, "may lead to 
intcrfai th projects in which Catholics may not participate ." One of the leading 
Catholic writers, Dr. J. M. O'Neill (Commentary, June 19h7) pertinently asked, 
"shall the schools teach concepts of religion that are common to all the religions 
of America. I doubt that there are any such concepts. If any could be found and 
phrased they would necessarily be so vague and r,eneral that no one could become 
much interested in whether or not anyone believed them." The Catholic Bishops 
themselves outlined"thc constant danber to the reli[::ious spirit in a country such 
as ours ••..• of the common factor in the reli~ious opinions ~eld by various groups ." 
The anxieties of Jews over such a program are well known, and even Will Herberg who 
pleads for instruction in religion in the public schools admits that they are well
founded. How should differences in belief and µractico be treated? 

What then will be taught? Others have already indicated the delicate lines of 
controversy (v. Philip Jacobson in Religious Education). If we teach "what is 
God?" and "How does He reveal Hirnself?," what about the basis of all Christian 
religious education, t:iat "the mightiest act of God for man and his salvation was 
God's Incarnation :i.n Jesus Christ ?11 fill there be roor:1 for instruction in Angels 
and Sin, in Papal Infallibility or the Assumption of Hary; will the Nativity be 
taught as fact or faith? VIhat about God I s Covenant with Israel or the miracles of 
the Old Testament? Vfhat will be permitted and ·what Verboten? If the objective 
history of religion is taught~ can the fundamentals of the psychology of religion 
or of comparative relieion be overlooked? And what religious texts would be used? 
"On the qaestion of teaching religion in the public schools" writes Will Herberg 
11 I have yet to see a plan that seems to me wise or practicable, and perhaps there is 
none." Your Committee would point out to this Conference the explosive nature of 
such a curriculum. 

But a further danger - who would teach what? Woulcl it be desirable to have ministers, 
priests and rabbis come into the public schools a11d explain their faiths, tell what 
they believe and why? And if not, can class-room teachers be relied upon to have 
both the necessary knowledge and the desired objectivity and impartiality for this 
task? Leo Trepp tells us (Religious Education, Uay-June 1953, p. 167) that in Napa, 
California, 11 65% of the teachers considered themselves too biased to undertake such 
teaching (biased in favor of their own f .:dth) and 95% declared that they lacked the 
necessary knowledgeto undertake the teachings about religion." Any observation 
would confirm the suspicion that at least the s· me percentages would prevail 
throughout the nation, But what would happen to this teaching about religion in 
those communities where public school classes are held in the facilities of Roman 
Catholic parochial schools and where the teachers are garbed teaching nuns? Will 
Catholics submit to instruction about Catholicism from non-Catholics, and would 
Protestants accept similar instruction f · om Catholics? Isolated instances have 
already forcibly demonstrated that pious senti1,1ents and devout faith can be easily 
offended and outraged by tho objective teaching of factual religion. How then can 
~ny kind of Agreement or consent be achieved? 
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"Christianity" writes one spokesman ( Percy L. Greaves, Jr., Christian or Secular 
Minds For Our Children, in Christian Economics vol. V. No .. 10, May 19, 1953, p.l 3, 
published by the Christian Freedom F'ou~dation) '!is not an objective matter. It is 
very much a subjective matter whi~h cannot be ta'-4ght objective 1.y by a non-believer. 
It is doubtful that any devout Ch:-istian would be satisfied with t r.e 'friendly 
sympathy' of non-believing teachers.. How can they incor1)orate the C'1ristian spiri.t 
in the t~oughts and e.cti ons of our trusting little children?~ .... They need the sub
jective influence of a Christian. teacher who exudes C~istian princip1es in every 
thought, word, and action. Christian parents and preachers should not s8ttle for 
less., 1i 

Your Committee is not being unnecessarily alarmist. Admittedly it recognizes the 
wide c.:1-s2g:;.,"'eements which prevail among religious historians and the almost unbridge
able g&ps w~ich exist between the interpretations of the theologians; it kn0ws that 
there ·will be very few teachers with the breadth of understandi.r1g of George Foot 
Moore, R. Travers Herford or James Parkes; it fears that Judaism "Nill not be 
attractively or e\Ten e.dequately presented. But its chief con:;ern is the d3nger of 
transforming every clE.ssroom into a small battlefield where competing groups will 
war to capture the souls of little children. The inexpertness of teachers may be 
overcome by training, but your Committee and this Conference dare not dismiss or 
ignore the avowed missionary fervor and evangelical purpose of those very high 
minded people who issued the official statement of the P~otestant point of view. 
Too often have constitutional restrictions f ailed to limit excessive religious zeal. 
It is interesting to note that the most recent study of The Fur,ction of the Public 
Schools in Dealing with Religion no longer uses the phrase- 11 teach:iing about religion" 
but. for this very reason has substituted for it the formula "the objective study of 
religion. 11 Obviously, as has been pointed out by Prof. Yf . C. Bower and other 
critics of this plan, "teaching connotes inculcation, whereas study connotes 
inquiry." Yet how will there be study without teachers? 

What the~ will be the general effect of such objective study of religion? The late 
Profo Coe reminded us (Religious Education, March-April, 1952, vol. 47, No. 2, 
p. 167) that there is 11no such thing as religion in general, there is only religion 
in pa!'ticvlar, 11 and he w3rned us that 11 our culture is internally divided. It is, 
in fact, so divided that public school endeavors toward cultural unity by teaching 
religion are more likely to exarcerbate our trouble than to alleviate i t. 11 Disagree
ment 2.bout curriculum, the inexpertness of some teachers, and the religious bias 
anci zeal of others carry vrithin themselves the seeds of contention and divisiveness. 
We should not be unmindful of t he positive contributions to community tolerance and 
good will made by public education when it has abstained from teaching religion, 
and we should be extremely cautious about any program for which our schools, our 
teachers and our people are ill-prepared. 

Beyond all the shortcomings and the difficulties of this objective study of religion, 
your Gommi ttee celie\res that the inclusion of such a course in the public schools is 
a departure fron the traditional separation of church and state. It urges this 
Conference and our colleacues to encourage all Jews to understand and respect the 
faiths of our neighbo~s and to appreciate the achievments of their religious 
in~titutions, but it cannot give its endorsement to such a study in the p1blic 
schools. 

lfural and Spiritual Values 
Bec .:n.1t:: e otJ,ers who are sincerelyconcerned witl religion in life share our apprehen
si.0n of this objective study of religion and are skeptical of the sheer power of 
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the factual knowledge of religion to tra~sform and exalt haIT.an behavior, there has 
been a growing tend.e:.;n~y on tr.e part of A~.u.t;_-:itcrs 2·1d chu-r~hmeri to ad".rocate an 
emphasis on moral and apiri t·\lal v2lues in the pu1Jlic schocls.. The Educational 
Policies Commission of t.he Nat:i..onal Edt:c~tj_cn Asso~ia-:,ivn t~nder the chairm2.nv!1ip of 
Prof. John K. Norton (and inr.:!l1~ding sar::!h no+,alJles as Mr. E>i..s011ho·l\fer, Mr., Con:i11t and 
Dr. Jan5en) issued a notable st,uc.y on thj s snbject two ye arr ago &'1d indi vidu2..l 
communities have been formulating their own plano and imple:r:ier..ting their own 
programs, 

Thi.s em?hasis is based upon the conviction that morc:=1.1 valnes can be found in all 
places a:-id in every situation of life; the c l.:.).ssro om is a fer tile field for the 
dis~overy of such valLies and for their translation into a<:!tion.. Mr . Stewart G. 
Cole., tho Educational Consultant of Los Angeles and one cf the pioneers in the area 
of character-training in public edu8ation, further defines as spiri·,-,1.rnl values those 
moral exper lences which are "inwardly sj_gnificant." Among these mo!'al and spiritual 
values which have been listed a.re the recogni ti n of God and of man's dignity, 
patriotism, citizenship, fa: r vL::iy J, the i::;olden rule, human responsibility, honesty, 
loyalty, tolerance, cooperation, appreciation, and such "other characteristics which 
may be necessar-.t for 'V1holesome llving. 11 L1 Kentucky, where a program known as the 
Kentucky Movement has been initiated under the di:.~ection of Prof. William C. 
Bower., of Chic ago, the heart of the plan is c. •,scribed as "a consistent effort to 
discover the most appropriette occasion and opportunities for teaching through 
effective tuition those values that occur in the ever-Jday interaction of persons 
to their natural, social, cultural and cosmic world," 

Vlhat should be the at.ti tude of this Conf erenc o to this emphasis on moral and 
spiritual values? Objections have already been raised to its underlying philosophy. 
11 Can you teach basic moral principles, 11 it is asked, 1:wi thout the religious 
sanctions in which they rest? And what are these sanctions to be? And if such 
sanctions as the will of God are introduced, can the teacher define them without 
entering the field of religious differences, controversy, or doul>t?" 

These are not idle or academic speculations. Writing from A Catholic Point of View, 
Ge::&J.d S. S10:,:-an of the Department of Religious Education of the Catholic University 
o.f A.r.:erica , VJ:,.shington, D.C. (Religious Education, IJay-June 1953, vol. 48, No. 3, 
p., 15c~), notes ·Lhat all these moral values have to be synthesized with revealed 
etm:·1131 tr·ut:1s. His desider-Rtum is Cardinal Newman 1 s idea that "Christianity and 
not.bing short of it, mu;f-be made the element and principle of education." 

Actually this transformation from public education to Christian education takes 
placG when this program is activated. In Austin, Texas where the school authorities 
have pu.b l.ished a booklet on Values for Bat t:ier Li '\'"ing, in answer to the question 
"Hovr do va1,1es develop?" three· py°ra1nicis"l.fius·frate the Christian way, the Democratic 
way, and the Phi lcsophical way. The responsibility of the school is defined 11 to 
help deve l·JP the values accepted as basic to our Cri:rist~an (my underlining) demo
cracy" (page 20); 11young people" it is catcr,oricaITy ·assarted "must be taught a 
truly Christian and democ:catic set of values" (p:ige 21); and "Christian precepts" 
must be ,:practiced in all h~man relationships" (page 29) o In the light of this 
Ch:i:·istian ch=\-ra~ter of educat:i.or..; it is pertinent to ask what would be the nature 
and e~,Le1,t of1•Ljl)le readings, devotio~1als, religious programs and special holiday 
ce::.ehratio~.s" vrhich are listed BJT.0ng the "meaningful spiri tu':ll opportunities" to 
tcac :i t~e ct.es ired v;.:.J.~1es, and how c '.lr1 the services, symbols and ceremonies of 
different religions ba anything but second•-rate in a system which is predicated 
upoi1 t.be essentiali ty 2r.d p:rimacy of Christian life and thought. That such an 
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emphasis contravenes the spirit and tradition of American Church-State separation 
does not seem to occur to the proponents of the plwi. 

Even The Kentucky Movement which is apparently the be~t and the wost successful of 
these proposals and vv:1ich realiz6s that any idedtir'ico. tion 11 of pnblic educ at,ion with 
a particular body of sectarian beliefs and pra(!ticas is not only irr1practicable but 
improper" there is an op1=;n-eyed recog:11 tion of the pitfalls of the scheme and of 
the transgressions of men. It decla.res that ''sectarianism has no plar.e in the 
schools" and that "instruction in religi0n is the responsibility of the churches," 
but it also "includes the objective study of re~igion as one of the highest and 
most important forms of valuational experience and as an integral part of the 
cultural heritage." And your Committee has already given its es"'·.irr.dt.e of such 
objectivity and non-partisanship and has pointed out its practical weaknesses; in 
our minds non-sectarian cannot be equated with general Protestantism or even with 
Christianity. This is not separation and there is altogether too mu.ch likelihood 
that in many places such programs will lead to violations of separation and to the 
thoughtless inclusion of sectarian, unconstitutional and controversial material in 
the public schools. 

Your Cormnittee is confirmed in its view of the wholeness of man and of the need and 
place of religion in man's life, in the spirit of Judaism it desires the sanctifi
cation of ever-widening areas of life, it pays homage to all who seek to raise the 
level of moral living :L.1 cur nation, and it expresses admiration for the sincerity, 
character, and noble ir.tentions of th0se who inj t :~ate programs like The Kentucky 
Movement, but it must re!rti nd. this Conference that this area of moral and spiritual 
values requires painstakinz further study, conscientious and thoroughgoing 
impartiality and unfailing vigilance and obsarvation. It recomrr.ends to the members 
of this Conference tha~ they cooperate unceasingly in close and united study with 
educators and other chcrshmcn in the for;nulation of the best approach to teaching 
moral values, that they participate openly in free and frank discussion of the 
desired objectives of this prcgram and of the contents of the curriculum, and that 
they invite expert Jewish edu~ators and psycholcgists to engage in studies in this 
field - but all these thirgs with careful safeguard and provision that the 
principle of the separation of church and state be not violated or damaged. 

This is a subject which must be kept in the open arena of public discussion, free 
from passionate controv~rsy an-i acrimonious dispute. In this connection, your 
Committee recommends tha~ this Conference extend its heartiest congratulation to the 
Religious &.iucation Association whi.ch is about to celebrate its Fiftieth Anniversary. 
Its publication Religious Education has been just such a forwn for the temperate and 
objective prese11ta·i:,iona:i:ld11 discussion of' the issues in the field of religion and 
their bearing on education&" We commend the Association for its half century of 
honorable service and wish it long life and increasing usefulness. 

Questions on the Agenda 
This report has devoted itself-ne6e°ssarily to the problems of religion and public 
education. There remain to be called to your attention several items which are 
germane to this specific field and others which are related to the general Church 
and State a!'ea. We ref er to them only briefly lest vre strain the patience of this 
body. (1) The practice of distributing sectarian tracts and Gideon Bibles continues 
uninterruptedly. While the authorities in some communities have refused permission 
for such distribution, in New Jersey Superior Court Judge J. Wallace Leyden has 
upheld the policy of a board of educ;ition which granted such permission. His 
decis5.on has been appealed to the Courts Appellate Division. (2) In New York State, 
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the controversial recommendation of the Board of Regents to start the public school 
each day with a prayer has met with only halting and inaignificant success. In 
New York City the Board of Education substituted the fourth stanza of ,:America" for 
the suggested prayer. (3) In our own association, upon the suggestion of your 
Committee, the Alumni of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion have 
established a prize for an essay on "Jewish Attitudes Toward the Attempt to Jntro
duce Religious Education in the Public Schools in the Twentieth Century .. 11 This is 
but one step of many which must be taken to further interest and study in this 
field. (4) Consideration must yet be given to the problem of Federal Security for 
c} ergymsn. There appear to be many argumentG in favor of the inclusion of all 
cJ.er6ymen in these benefits. Clergymen are citizens, they pay individual income 
tax8s to the government, their bank accounts are insured by the governmental 
aeency, FDIC, and they secure loans from the HOLC. Sol'.le clergymen who are in the 
employ of institutionaJized agencj_es are already beneficiaries of Federal Se~urity 
and the exclusion of the rest may be regarded as disqualifying and discriminatory 
legislation. This is a problem v1hich raises many delicate questions. Will such 
benefits to clergymen make it easier for their respective church bodies? Could this 
be interpreted as "special benefits" and thus be violative of separation? How 
close to infringement does it come? Will the acceptance of such benefits further 
blur and confuse the principle of separation? These are questions to which your 
Committee must give future study and reflection. 

Conclusion 
There remains, finally, the task of reportingto this Conference some conclusions 
concerning the nature of this Committee and the scope of its work. The Church and 
State Committee is composed of men who are scattered all over this country; this 
composition precludes the possibility of close consultation and swift action. By 
tradition and precedent, this Committee has performed the functions of a watchdog; 
it is mandated to report to this Conference insLances of violation of the principle 
of the separation of Church and State. The problems in this field have multiplied 
and expauded; there is no consideration which rises before this body which is more 
important. Religion and public education is one of the most vexing and vital 
iss11es of our times. Books are written about it; magazines are devoted to it. We 
labor in an area which requires research, documentation and study. Specialization 
is e.n acute need in a field which embraces the decisions of the Supreme Court, 
Released. Time, the Objective Study of Religion, Moral and Spiritual Values in Public 
Vrln.caticn , and Federal Security legislation. The responsibility of your Comrni ttee 
is to study and sngcest a consistent philosophy in these matters and a policy of 
action. The literature in this field should be brought to the attention of the 
Confarence; books and articles should be reviewed; institutes should be held and 
workshops established. Consultative meetings should be held with representative 
Jewish anr~ non-Jewish bodies. To achieve these ends your Committee must be recon
stituted. The tasks of scouting and reporting can be loft to a large nominal 
committee, but for practical working purposes, to function properly and to serve 
this Conference adequately, it is imperative that a small working committee or admin
istrative comrnission be established, ·dth adequate appropriations and definite areas 
of responsibility, and your Committee so recommends. 

A J.ast word about the place and nature of thi.s report. The econol'J\Y of the Conference 
progra.m and the strains of time and human durability make it necessary each year to 
reduce and cir0umsc.rite the reports of this Committee. Its place on the program is 
always im.IJ1ediately after tho W8rld-shakj.ng and nerve-exhausting report and resolu
t:i..cns of our Comrnissicn on ,Justice and Peace. Brevity :i,.s at a premium and haste is 
tirged. ThiA Conference does itself a disservice if it fails to devote adequate time 
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to the issues of Church and State. It would not be amiss if this Conference set 
aside a whole session each year to the problems with which we deal. It should be 
noted that the highest Christian bodies, both Catholic and Protestant, made only 
some phases of Religion and Public Education the subj0cts of their most irr.portant 
pronouncements. There is n similar need for this Conference to speak vri th a 
constructive, statesmanlike and authoritative voice. We have always spoken cut 
boldly in behalf of separation; this must be the tradi ticn in which we continue to 
labor., Th0 problems of Church and State deserve the fullest time and the profoun
dest thinlcing of the best minds and noblest spirits of this Conference; we can 
accept no less. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jacob K. Shankman 

Chairman. 
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