
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         21            7           471 
 
 

Central Conference of American Rabbis, 1961-1962. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dr. Abba Hil1el Silver 
The Temple 

RABBI PAUL GORIN 
TEMPLE ISRAEL 

333 TWENTY·FIFTH STREET, NW 

CANTON 9, OHIO 

February 9, 1961 

East 105th St . & ilver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

You are most cordially invited to attend th~ first meeting and 
seminar of the new Great Lakes-Western Pennsylvania Region of the 
C.C.A.R. The seminar will be held on Tuesday-Wednesday, April 11-12, 
at the lovely Somerset Inn, located in Shaker Heights, Cleveland. 
Sessions will talce place on Tuesday afternoon and evening, and on 
Wednesday morning. · 

This date corresponds with the period of the year, indicated by 
a good number of our regional colleagues as being preferable. It 
will permit motor travel, free from hazardous winter driving. 

Our guest speaker will be Dr. Samuel Sandmel, distinguished scholar 
and Provost of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. 
Dr. Sandmel will address us on "Current Trends In Biblical (T 1NaCH) 
Interpretation" and "Recent Developments In New Testament Scholar­
ship," discussing their relevance to Judaism and Jewish thought. 
We shall have ample opportunity for discussion with Dr. Sandmel on 
these subjects; and shall also discuss developments at the HUC...JIR 
and c.c.A.R. 

The Somerset Inn lies at the junction of Route 8, Kins.man Road 
and Northfield Boulevard. It is therefore highly convenient for 
motoring via the Ohio Turnpike (Exit 12). It can be reached via 
Rapid Transit from down-town Cleveland (end of the line, Van Aken 
Express); or directly by taxi., from the Cleveland llamicipal Airport. 

On the evening of April 12th, we shall endeavor to arrange extra­
curricular entertainment in the city for those colleagues who might 
wish it. 

In making reservations, please address promptly l'.tr. Andrew 
Campen, Somerset Inn, 3550 Northfield Road, Shaker Heights, Ohio. 
Reservations are $10.00 per day per room for one; and ~15.00 for two. 

Your reply via the enclosed card will guide us as to how we may 
best plan for this Regional seminar, and will therefore be most 
deeply appreciated. With friendliest good wishes, I remin 

Sincerely yours, 

Cf~~ 
Rabbi Paul Gorin 



Ely E. Filchik, Rabbi 

{nngregatinn I' nai jcshurun 
-Established 1848 

17 fflauerly ituenue 
Jltmark 8, J\. J. 

Dear Colleagun: 

April 5, 1961 

I must have your reaction and textual comments 
within two weeks so that we may 1Je fully (Jre(Jared to 
hammer out the definitive statement at our meeting on 
April 25th. 

Thank you. . ..... ,. 

Sincerely, 

<.:~ik 
Rabbi 

eep/ep 



' 
PROPOSED STATEMENT ON REFORM JUDAISM AND ISRAEL 

FOR C. C.A.R. CONSIDERATION 

(Based upon suggestions from the Active Committee in response 
to the statement of January l ?, 1961 circulated by the Chairman.) 

'f 1) One living God of justice and love creates and governs the universe. 

~) All who seek Him can find Him within the hearts of men on earth and through­
,- • out the vast unext,l<Wed worlds of His realm. 

X3) Our fathers established an eternal bond with the universal God, and He, we 
believe, accepted them as a people with a high sense of the holy. 

\A) We, their children, reaffirm our commitment to that etemal bond with its 
~ • moral and 'religious imperatives: and it is this commitment which distinguishes 

our unique Jewish history and destiny. 
,---· 

V 5) Time, t,lace, and circumstance have lent variety to our intert,retation of 
Jewish being and purf)ose: in different lands under different t,olitical conditions 
there have been different emt,hases: yet, we remain one Jewish t,eot,le conscious 
of our common glorious t,ast, dedicated to a t,urt,oseful t,resent, striving for 
a meaningful Jewish future. 

~ 6) Some among us find deeper identification with Jewish peoplehood and nation-
~ [ hood while others find truer and more enduring meaning in our common Jewish 

faith. 

/ 7) We hail the idealism and heroism of our brothers in the State of Israel. We 
know of their sacrifices and their labors and their manifold difficulties as the, 
struggle to build a noble and secure society In these troubled times. They know 
of our deep interest and our pride and our efforts to encourage them in their 
endeavors to create not a mere refuge for the oppressed, but a fWophetically 

;: 

inspired community implementing our sacred Jewish values. 

8) Much Cniwe expect from them in understanding us and in enriching our Jewlsh 
thoughF;;,d culture as we hat,t,ily f>u_!'sue our tasks as good citizens of the lands 
in which we live full lives. Much~they expect of us in our understanding 
and our wholehearted suf)t,ort of tii"ali. 

~ They do not st,eak for us nor do we sf)eak for them, yet we speak to one another 
with mutual concem and gen·uine love. The bridge of mutual help and com­
munication shall not be shakmin our inter-change of suggestion and even 
criticism. 

X 10) We urge them to Join us in removing all trace of contradiction between Jewish 
nationalism and Jewish religious faith. We urge them to 'recognize that faith 
cannot be legislated no'I' confined to boundary lines. We urge them to recog­
ni•e that Just as there Is an evolutionary process in Jewish history so Is . -
there an evolutionary process in Jewish faith. We join them in this develop­
mental t,erlod f)romlssory of a fuller flowering of Jewlsh community and 
religion in eve'fY land of this earth created and govemed by the living God of 
the universe. 



El9 E. Filthik, ltabbi 

{ongrcgation l'nai Jcshurun 
£stablish£d 1848 

17 f0au£r1y fl»ERUE 

Jl£mark 8, Jt. J. 

Dear Colleague: 

May 2, 1961 

Long, hard, joint labo'r by a dedicated 
active Committee has twoduced the enclosed. Is 
the're anything ,ou want to add, det'ract, O?' alte'r 
befo?'e we s(Wead it befo're the whole Confe'rence? 

eet,/et, 

Yours, 

Ely E. 
Rabbi 



,I" 
t 

PROPOSED STATEMENT ON THE RELATION OF REFORM JUDAISM TO JEWISH 
NATIONALISM AND THE RELATION OF AMERICAN JEWRY TO THE STATE OF 

ISRAEL. 

(Tki'rd 'revision to be submitted fo'I' c. C.A. R. considemtion at the 1961 Confe-rence). 

I • We afflnn ou-r faith in the One living God of justice and love, Creator and 

GotJe'f'nDr of the Universe. Our fathe-rs t,ledged etemal loyalty to the Unlve-rsal 

God: and He, we believe, accet,ted them as a t,eot,le consec-rated to His semce. 

It ,s this bond that 6'ves historic Jewish eXistence its distinctive c1uJ'Yacte'1'. 

11 - Changes of time, t,lace, and circumstance 'have b'Yought about divergent views 

among Jews as to fhe nature of the covenant with God and ,ts imt,llcations fo'1' our 

time. Some t,lace t,nmary emphasis on identification with Jewish t,eot>lekood and 

nationhood, othe'Y's find ful1er meaning in ourJewish faith: yet we are one Jewish 

community the UKWld over. The familia'1' classification of mce, nationality, and 

chu-rch do not adequately descnbe this community. We believe ,, Is a unique 

historical entity. 

111.. Judaism and Jewish historical experience demand of us constant concem with 

all that Jews do and all that haf)(Jens to them, whe'Yever the, live. An, helt, they 

requi'f'e and we can give .. material assistance, defense against ot,-,Wesion, edu­

cational or sf)irltual guidance - we a-re dutiboumd to fWOvl.de. It is not necessary 

fo'r us to uphold the of)inions of other Jews or to at,t,rove and defend all their 

action. In this sense we af)t,ly the ancient norm: "All Jews are resf)onsible /o'r 

each other. " 

We A me'rican Jews cannot assume an attitude of mere benevolence towa'rd othe'1' 

Jewries. We must be t,ret,ared to welcome whatever they can contribute towtrrd the 

satisfaction of our needs and the enrichment of our lives. 



• 
W - We s1uwe the joy, r,atltude, and (Wide felt by Jetbs eve'ryU}here ove,- the 

estabrlslament of Dul State of Israel. We hall the heroism and sacrifice of its 

builders, and of all who are struggling to maintain Its security and to advance Its 

develotnnenl. We see in t1,e ltate of Israel not only a refuge for the ot,t,nssed, but 

·a community driving to translate the twot,heffc Ideals of Judaism into Jiving forms 

and lufftutions. We ho'fJe that In du time it will become a center of Integrated and 

creative Jewish life which might benefit Sf>irltually and cultum'lly not alone the 

cltlzens of ls'rael but an u,orld Jewr,. As we acknowledge our rest,onslbllities 

tou,ard an Jews everywhere, we afflnn o,w st,eclal obligation to t,rovide the 

fuRest measure of bmtherly sufJIK)rl and assistance - material and moral - tor the 

t,eot,le of the State of Israel. 

V - We t,ledge ourselves to continued effort for fuUer understanding between the 

Jews who live m the land of Israel and those who live elsewhere. We have no right 

fa st,eak for each other; but we have a duty to st,eak to each other in mutual concem 

fffld genuine love. Our liv11• as Jews In America will be enriched by the creaHv• 

develot,ment of Jewish cullltre in the State of Israel. The rives of orw bmthws In 

~he State of ls'rael will, In tum, be ennched by the distinctive and creative Jewlsl, 

ezt,erlence in America. Jewls1a creativity knows no geogra()hical boundaries. 

The bridge of communication end of hel'fJ, hilt on solid foundations of kno111l­

"1ge, lnteg-rity, and affection lril1 not be sliaken by disagreemllnt or even by 

cnticlsm. 

VI - We find no necessary contradiction be"'1esn JeUJish nationalism and the 

universal t,rinclf,1es of the .Tewlsl, faith, betw•en the esistence of the stats of Israel 

and the u,orld-unu mission of Judaism. The noblest teachers of Judaism have 

always Insisted tltat tlul .Tewisl, f}llOt,i. are the tJehiclB frW the transmission of 
-a-



VI (con't.) 

unive'Ysaf ideals as 'reflected in our historic ext,erlence. We in our way and the 

Jews of Israel in their way must now meet this rest,onslbility. The aim of our 

Jewish communal life and of their Jewish national life is the implementation of the 

Jewl sh tyrot,hetic vision. 



.> 

~ d r R~ ~l Ptlchlk: 

Thank you for sendtnq me the propoaed atatement 
on the relation of Reform Judat11111 to J•t•h Mattonall8DI 
and the relation of Araartcan Je,,,rry to the State of Israel. 
It ts a good atatement. I believe th ,t nothing can be 
lo$t hy omitting paraaraph two and the lat part of 
paragraph three, aa wll •• the last two sentence• on 
page thT •• 

~oraewhere lt should be clearly tated that, of course, 
ther are no political tie• between the Jewt ■h c01111Unlty 
of the United Statu anrl the State of I•ra•l• 

Ith warmest re~•rd•• I remain 

~abbl _Jy .• Ptlchtk 
reg tlon •nat Jnhurun 
averty ,\venue 
r1< • .Je,-11ey 

Most co dlally y u •• 

AP.BA H LLEL Stt., ~ 



CENTRAt CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
4 0 W E S T 6 8 t h S T R E E T N E W 

June 9, 1961 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th St. & Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Y O R K 2 3 , N . 

The Cc.AR has a program of what we call Regional CCAR Seminars. I know that you are familiar with the project since I understand you attended the seminar led by Dr. Samuel Sandmel in Cleveland. 

These seminars have been enthusiastically received wherever we have held them. The purpose is to provide scholarly and intellectual stimulation for our men. We arrange for the leader of the Regional Seminars through our CCAR office. 

I have a request from the New England Region of the CCAR to ask if you would conduct their seminar in the coming year. It would mean leading three sessions over a two day period. The New England Region will be meeting March 6-8, 1962 in Great Barrington, Mass. Would you be willing to spend at least two of these days with the men there for the seminar sessions? They are very anxious to have you come and I know that they would derive a great deal from your presence. 

I do hope that you can say yes to this. I shall appreciate hearing from you about it. 

With good wishes, I am 

Regner 
Yice President SLR:dbs 

OFFICERS EXECUTIVE BOARD 

y . 

JULIAN MORGENSTERN , Honorary President ROBERT I. KAHN , Recording Secretary Macon, Ga. Houston, Texas 

CAMILLUS ANGEL, Pensacola, Fla. 
MORTON M. APPLEBAUM, Akron , Ohio 
EUGENE BLACHSCHLEGER, Montgomery, Ala. 

ARTHUR J. LELYVELD, Cleveland, Ohio 
LEONARD J. MERVIS, Oak Park, Ill. 
H. GOREN PERELMUTER, Chicago, Ill . 
HERMAN POLLACK, Cambridge, Mass. 
BYRON T. RUBENSTEIN, Westport, Conn . 
JACOB PHILIP RUDIN, Great Neck, N. Y. 
MELVIN S. SANDS, Steubenville, Ohio 
MORDECAI I. SOLOFF, Los Angeles, Calif. 
LEO J. STILLPASS, Johnstown, Pa. 
HERBERT WEINER, South Oran1e, N. J. 

BERNARD J. BAMBERGER, President LOUIS J. CASHDAN, Financial Secretary New York, N. Y. Toronto, Ontario, Can. 
ALBERT G. MINDA, Vice President 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
ABRAM VOSSEN GOODMAN, Treasurer SIDNEY L. REGNER, Executive Vice President Lawrence, N. Y. New York, N. Y. 

*MAURICE N. EISENDRATH, New York, N. Y. 
NORMAN F. FELDHEYM , San Bernardino, Calif . 
HILLEL A. FINE, Harrisburg, Pa . 
ALFRED L. FRIEDMAN, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

*NELSON GLUECK, Cincinnati , Ohio 
DAVID JACOBSON, San Antonio, Texas 
BERTRAM KLAUSNER, St . Louis , Mo. 
DAVID LEFKOWITZ, JR., Shreveport, La . *Ex-officio 



.June 14• 1961 

>-ty dear Rabbi Regner: 

I deeply appreciate the gracious lnvitatl n to lead 
a agl~nal CCAR Seminar ln the New England Region ln 
March of 1962. My plans for the coralng ye rare ao 
indefinite th t I do not wish to c01m1lt myaelf to any 
such tngagement. nuch u It attract• me. 

' Ith wann reg rd•• I remain 

Rabbi ~ldney t. Re~er 
!xecutlv Vice-President 
central Conference of 
Afflerican ~abbl• 
40 e t 68th ~treet 

ew vork 23. ev York 

V ry cordially your•• 

Aft HILLEL SI~'F.R 




