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·CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
4 0 W E S T 6 8 t h S T R E E T 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
East 105th Street at Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

N E W Y O R K 2 3 , N . 

August 23, 1960 

In my message to the CCAR last June, I called for a CODmlittee which 
should attempt to formulate a new statement of our attitude toward Jewish 
nationalism and the State of Israel. I enclose a copy of the message. 
The Conference approved my recommendation. 

The Committee to undertake this task must of necessity be rather 
small in order to get its work done. Nevertheless, I was keenly aware 
of the considerable number of men - the elders and honored leaders of 
the Conference - who have through the years made important contributions 
toward the clarification of the problem. I therefore propaJed to Ely 
Pilchik, whom I have appointed chairman, the creation of an advisory 
group, who might offer the committee suggestions, serve as sources of 
information, and react to the draft (or dr afts) the committee produces. 
I write now to ask you, as one of those who have l ong studied the 
subject, to serve in this advisory capacity. I feel that you can 
make a distinctive contribution and hope you will accept the appoint­
ment. 

With every good wish, 

Yours, sincerely, 

I 
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BERTRAM KLAUSNER, St. Louis, Mo. 
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MORDECAI I. SOLOFF, Los Angeles, Calif . 
LEO J. STILLPASS, Johnstown, Pa. 
HERBERT WEINER, South Oran1e, N. J. 

*Ex-officio 



October 3 9 1960 

My dear Dr. Bamberger: 

Please pardon the delay tn an e~tna your letter of 
August 23rd. I have been away from the city a good 
dul of the time and the holtdaya have intervened. 
I shall. of course, be very happy to serve on the 
edvtaory coanlttee who t ~ht help the ca-alttee which 
you appointed to formulate a nav atat ... nt of our 
attitude toward Jevlsh natlonall• and the St te of 
larael. I shall be very happy to help the comalttee 
ln •RJ way I can. 

1th warmest re rda and all good wlshea for the 
New Year, I renaaln 

Host cordla ly your•• 

A! HILLEL SIL 

AHS:bfm 

Dr. 1\ernard .J. Bamberser • Pres tdent 
Central Conf rence of Aaerlcan ahbta 
40 Weat 68th Street 
New ork 23, New York 



Ely E. Filchik, lahhi 

{ongregation l 'nai jeshurun 
Esfahlish£d 1848 

17 ifJautrly ih1£nut 
Demarh 3, I. J. 

October 17, 1960 

Dea'Y Colleague: 

The President of the Confe'Yence has requested me to 
chair a committee, on which you have accepted membership, 
for the purpose of implementing the following reco~mendation, 
which I quote from the President's ,.,,,,essage of June 21, 1960. 

"I recommend the creation of a special com,nittee to 
draft for submission to the Conference a declaration of principles 
on the relation of E~form Judaism to Jewish nationalism and the 
relation of American Jewry to the State of Israel. " 

May I ask you to begin thinking about this declaration in 
the light of the state~nent of our Pittsburgh platform and our 
Columbus Platform, and the expressions of our colleagues at 
Conferences since 1935 as quoted in our annuals. I refer to 
such st,ecifi,cs as Silver's lecture on the democratic impulse in 
Jewis.lz history, the two pat,ers on Israel in 1935, Feuer's ''Beyond 
7ionism" in 1957 and Bamberger's remarks at Chicago In 1958. 
May I further ask you to set down in t,relitninary form, after a 
study of these materials, your own conception of such a declaration. 
l shall endeavor to collate these statements and to hold one meeting 
of the Active Committee in December at which I hope we might 
ham-mer out a statement, which we would submit to the Advisory 
G'YOut, for their comment. Your prom'f)t and thoughtful cooperation 
on this exceedingly imt,ortant J.natter will be ,nuch at,preciated. 

Let me hear fro,n you. 

Cordially, 

£4'Mk 
Rabbi 

eet,/et, 



.... 

DIUCTo• o, .dClll'fD: JAOOB R. MARCUS, PH. D. 

Atlol~ S. Oob Pro/tatw of ..4lftfflOln Jni,ul& llut.tn,, Htbrn,, U'"°" r.olki,-Jtwi,I, l,tJlihlll of Rlli,itm 

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES 
CLIPTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI 20, OHIO 

Rftlffe,wl 
Dr. Bwlon 8. L.uiuon 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road at East 105th St. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

October 24, 1960 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I have written to 
Dr. Sandmel . I believe the material is self-explanatory. 
However, I might add that although I had agreed to meet 
with the Advisement Placement Committee I had hoped that 
the Conference would see the problems that I have faced 
and both unfair treatment that I have received in this -mat­
ter of placement would justify a meeting at a higher level. 
I would even hope that you might effectively have my exper­
iences shared with the Executive Committee of the Conference 
after I have met with the Advisory Placement Committee. 

Cordially, 



Dr. S..1181 Sal'lftllla 

Hebrew tllion e - J iah Inet,it,ute 
or Relig1on 

Clifton Aven 
C1no1nnat1, Ohio 

DNr Dr. ::.namel 1 

to r 24, 1960 

I • rep~ to 70or 1 t;ter or October 17th 1n 11111.ch 700 haw ad­
vtaed • that ,ou ha cancelled • t.1nl in behalf vith the 
Adri.8017 PJ.ac, .. at C01111ttee. You •tat.eel in la let.ter that 1) 
•sQOh a ... tq ant.e to a deoinon u to et.her MD can be 
oouidered u a..S.labl tor aplo1119Dt.• 2) t • op1n1on or 
dte Plao ... t COlllll1t. e tJiat only it and vh Y reoeiftd 
.,.. PQOhiatd.o h lp vlll you Mm8bl• to coajtMH~t1an vlt.h th•.• 

I appreciate your •Yl'l..,._ ... iona or triadtlbip d eolioit.•. Row-
eftr, I • afraid that. I cannot appnoiate your aot upon 
behalf to cancel a Id. t-boat rq approval. I cannot permit, 
you or aa,oae •1• to _,.uc tor • Seoondb1 I IIMtJOU to know 
that I • not with titdat nor do f liii• !n-

JOU --..~ , 
ability to ••l'N a Omll:l'pajta 

1n Aaerloa. I NaNOt your aobolanbip 1n ,ov ld. t qm■tt.on 

yom- OOlll)8t.enoe 1n tb tteld ot Mdlcim or th probl or the 
actift pal.pit. I ".,.,. ratb r paintall.y been worki!W tor thia pat 
year at. pt.lal to UT!: at a detinition or Judaianl tor t-h• Alla'!P"l.e&n 

J and the poai\1.an ot tile~ Rabbi. I hope ay not.• 
i•:Yi .. t it. I ■11ZK4•t. to ,ou that th pruntat4on ot Mterlal 
and aperle,,~- .... .,...t, proTe to be a benetit. to both the ■tudenta 
and faculty ot tJl ooll • 

I t.heNtore .,..,._tinl that tore a proper otticial ooaittN 
or oar coatenaoe you 011 oaUH for the ■tali91111m·ta that you haft 

•• A CC>pT ot thi■ letter 18 beq ■ent to H81rel'lma Dr. Preehot 
ll ffl' and BIIIIIDelt'flff • 

Oord1ally. 



CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
♦♦--.. .-... +--••-•+--,1,-.f-1-i-i- M--i--W- - --J-G-1-1- -4-3-,---1-r --.Y.. . 

Office c1 the Vice President 
Rabbi Albert G. Minia 
2324 Ellerson Av~nue So. 
Mi eapoli~ 5, Minn. 

April 25, 1961 

Rabbi Martin B. Ryback, 
100 'wash1f€ton AN. , 
habavi lle, Irrliana 

Dear Martins 

S tla ago you wrote to Bernie Bamber ._,sr 
in fereree to holding an early morning servi ce at 
our Conference Convention. This e discussed at 
our executift mel!ting. It was f~lt that we could 
not official] y schedule this on our program because 
we were f arful that it might not dr w ttendance 
worthy of the Con. ereD:!e. It was, howeTe r, f lt 
that if yoo !hould want to take cha of mldl a 

' I 

aervi ce we wo·.ild give it oral announce nt and provide 
our regular Conf ercn~e Hal 1 in which the 8&rvic: e co lld 
t3.ke plac • If this is a,jreeable to you kirxily let 
me know. 

With my w nn regard~ to you and my Ev nsville 
fri nds of my youthful dq's, I u 

Ae ever, 

inda 

OfflC[IIS EXECUTIVE BOAIII 
MIMI ...,.,m. Nonof"1 ftr11 ,rt ltOIEl!T I. KAHN, hcorflAC Secrttel} 
-· QI. "ou,10111, Tu• 

..... J. Mi ... t!JIWR, ftfea ,41 lOOII J ASHOM , Fl"NClat lecrtttry 
lllw Yefl, N. Y. To((lflto, Ont.Irle, C111. 

CAMILLUS ANGIL, Ptnucote, Fla. 
MOltTON M. APPUIAUM Akron , Ohio 
£UGlNE IUCHSCHLrc.d Mont1omery, Ale. 

•fllAUltlCI N. f.lSUIOIIAT" New Yor,, N Y . 
'101tMAN f . FElDMEYM , $a'\ erHrdlno , Calif 
"ILUL A. FINE, Hamsbur1, fta . 
All'IID L. ntt£DMAH, lroolll)'fl , N, Y. 

"N£L90te aUECK, C1nr1M.ttl , 01110 
DAVID JAC08 ON s,n Alrtonte, T ,u 
lllHMM llAU fl It lo 11, "'-
DAYIO LUKOWIU, i .. ""·· I LI. 

Alt l >iUR J, lf.lffllD, Cl ~taM, 011• 
llONA~ J MUtVIS Oil ,an, Ill . 
H G~EN PFll£LMUh1t, Chlca,c,, Ill. 
HFIIMAN LL.ACK , Clffibf de, , Mata. 
BYRON 1 lt\JIEN f£1N , W lPort, Conn . 
JAC 08 PHILI,. ltUDIN, Gt.,t N. Y. 
MU VIN S. SANO . Stl'Ula,_.I , le 
MOf(OlCAI 1. s ()fr , Loa An,., , C.llf . 
l[O J. STIUP'ASS, Joh111tnn, '8. 
ltUIOT Wll I I-" Or_,"· J. 

•1,a4let• 
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WASHINGTON AVENUE TEMPLE 

MARTIN B. RYBACK . . . Rabbi 

MIL TON GREENW ALO . . . Rabbi Emeritus 
CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL • FOUNDED 1857 

CONSTRUCTIVB 
D E FENSE 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
1855 Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

100 Washington A venue 

EVANSVILLE 13, INDIANA 

May 18, 1961 

I •m sending you herewith copies of two CCk~ letters which 
are self-explanatory. or many years I have had the eeling that 
"Es Passt Nicht" for a Rabbinical Convention not to begin each day 
with worship • . -Jhen our colleagues lecture at Christian camps and 
colleges I am told that they ea 0 erly enter into early ~orning or 
sunrise services. Some Rabbis who "pooh-pooh" worship at the CCAH. 
wax very sanctimonious at NFTY camps. 

Please let me have your thinki g with rega ci t o this :nB.tter 

as soon as possible . Can I count on yo 1r help to get the e~:r y ;norn­
ing •ivorshi1) Brvi~e "off the Jro1md" ? 

With kindest personal greetings , I remain 

P. S. Do you think that a letter from you to Bernie Bamberger 
and/or Albert Minda can be helpful? 

: em 

• APPILIATBD WITH TBB UNION OJI AMBBICAN BBBBBW CONOBBOATIONS • 
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Rabbi Bernard Bamberger 
225 W. 86th Street 
New York 24, N. Y. 

Dear Bernie: 

October 14, 1960 

I know that you will not think me too presumptuous in making the 
following suggestion. For a long time I have felt that the vC.AR 
conventions should have an early morning brief worship service be­
ginning each convention day. This will introduce additional "K'dusha" 
to our deliberations. I mean for this worship service to be held very 
early in the morning before breakfast time. Why not try to schedule 
this worship on an experimental basis and those who wish to come will 
come. 

Though I am sure that most of our men pray "B'Yechidoos" I have always 
been struck by the image of inconsistency in Rabbis rushing to breakfast 
first thing every morning. Now, please believe me, I do not mean to be 
sanctimonious or preachy, but I sincerely believe something ought to be 
done. 

With kindest personal greeting, I remain 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Martin B. Ryback 

MER:GB 



May 29, 1961 

My deftT Rabbi ".yhRck: 

"rh:1nk yo8 for ym r. 1 tt r of 1. ~· 18th. t t . 1 nl( 

that ~ah i :.(inda•a reply to y <)Ut' •u~~••tt , ~d 
the fee 1 tnq of the .x .cuti·•e board :\~ o~•nd. • u 
may wt 1h t~ .xne?.'t~ent: u1. th ... ~,~"' 
ug~ested to ~nu ~abt,t .itn~ • 

1th all ~ood ,t~h• • r ret! in 

AHS:bfm 

Rabbi Marcin Ryback 
Washtn,ton Avenue T~t~ 
100 ••h 1 n ton , venue 
EYanavtlle 13, tndtana 

\' 1'.' oor.dts 1 ly OUT' • 

I 



ERDALE TEMPLE 
THE LIBERAL SYNAGOGUE 

WEST 246th STREET AND INDEPENDENCE AVENUE, RIVERDALE 71, N.Y. - Klngsbridge 8-3800-1 
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JOSEPH HEIMOWITL 
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LESTER KOVAR 

ABRAHAM LESTER 
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SIDNEY MEYER 
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Executive Director 

Deceased* 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

¥arch 19, 1963 

I am of.faring my congr~tula tions to you 
on pour seventieth birthday in the .form o.f the enclosed 
piece on you which is scheduled to appear in the March 
issue of' the American Zionist in a week or so. I hope 
you like it . 

I thought that your contributions both to 
Reform Judaism and to Zionism were never better manif'ested 
than in the conventions of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, and I therefore dwelt on this phase of 
your activity in your rabbinate in the belief that it 
ought to be recorded not only for the sake of your 
colleagues who might be stimulated to turn to the 
Yearbooks and read your pieces as I have done, but for 
the sake of the public generally. It is my feeling 
that your contribution to Zionism in changing the 
thinking of' Reform Judaism on this subject is as profoWld 
as your labors among the masses of Jews in your life 
of activity on behalf of this cause. In the Conference 
you had to face an array of intellectual f'oes--diehards 
that were worthy of your steel. Am your Conference 
lectures raised you to heights you could not have 
scaled in your pulpit only because of the particular 
type of audience and because o.f the necessity of 
penetrating deeper into Jewish issues. 

Had I not been limited by the space allocations 
in the paper I would have, of course, dealt with 
your written contributions in extenso. But it might 
be just as well ao have a brief piece that conveys 
a bit more pungently the essence of your thought and 
labors in concentrated form. I know your many friends 
throughout the Zionist world will share with me the 
satisfaction of' seeing this piece in print. 

With warm personal greetings and a hearty 
shehecheyonu to you and yours. 

Sincerely# 

eta~~ Shulman 
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TH ORLD O A•BA HILL'L SILV· 

Cb rlea • Sbulman 
Rabbi, Riverdale Temple, ew ork 

odern labbia enerally 1 b r in a limited vineyard in a 

rel tively •• l world, cJnacientioualy caring for the needs ot their people 

and repre en ting th fully in their oo. ,auni t,. Very tew iabbia 11 ve in 

lar er worlda. bb Hillel 11v r, whose seventieth birtnd 1a n w being 

observed, ia one or these. is anireat talents in hie cnoaen prore ion 

were r oo ized • l enCAi n in his career to mark hi pre neno• in a field 

or great i-a bis. There were in 1 d y uoh recognized giants in the American 

rabbinate as tephen • lse, aur ann ohler, s uel Sobulm , H ... an o. 

Bnelow, 11 O. Miu Hire oh. And he was a im t on* th • Bi p netr ting 

mind and nia soholarly propensities were lready a n in the vol e" • a1an1o 

Spec:ulatione in Israel" published in his oun er ye.re. o lees oholaza 

termed tie work an exception pi•o• o researo in Jewiah 

atud1••• 1a ratorioal pow ra won him p oe alongside 0£ teph n s. la• 

aa t •at ntio vice or erioan Jud 1a An th• American pulpit and on the 

All•rioan lattom. And bi preaenoe before hi colleague• at eetinga ot the 

Central Conference of erioan R bbia oonuunded a reapeot given only to 

leaders. Hi opponent• y not have been ha py at hla argument• but they oou d 

not belp admiral the cl r1ty or hia reaaonin~ an the power or hie thruate 

at their intrenohed poa1t1ona. l en be became 11••• ember or t be Conte.reno• 

tb1a body waa domln ted 1n ita thinkin by the ittaburgh Plattor ot 188$ Vb. b 

bad abandon41d J wiah n tional!a and w ioh wa bitterly oppoaed to Zion1a. 

Be was a movin r1 w-• in the an debate nd deliberations v iob r aulted 

in ak1 • de d letter d whiob eventuall7 turned 

the Conf•r•no••-and e rm Jud 1 ••toward overwbelming au port ot tbe 

Zioniat ov ent. H d be remained onl tb Rabbi ne vould bave tultilled 



...... c;.-

.a days in an 1lluatP1eua career that would have left ita deep imprint on 

haerioan Jewish lite. 
YEIII~ 

t fro t 1a e rli t ~ 1 th r · binate Dr. Silver sensed 

the destiny this peppl• in their return to Zion, the H rzlian progr 

ot a pu\:ilicly ecur d. le ally reoo nized o • n the no nt l nd or 

Israel. He wea also drawn 09 the conviction that t e p hood f arael 

must be reoo ized in oontorm1ty to th ign ty of is hit rio propor iona. 

He tied himaelt to the Zionist movellent which lready had involv au• 

tigur•• aa Stephans. Wise. Shmarya Levin, hum Sokolow, Chai eizmann, 

•••*• and a host ot othera. And here ina a in hi rabbin te, he won 

pr emi ence by 1a gitts and o pacitiea. H not only became great voice 

1nxltn on behalt ot Zionism throu hout th world, but also a r apected 

leader o apable or winning converts and repr sentin foliow rs in any landa 

beaidea hia own. Thua the Rabbi or Clevel nd lived in the rater world 

this people aa individuals tr0111 all walks ot lite acknowl dgea his powers 

ot leaders ip in a oauae imbeddad deep in th o nturiea o Jewish exp rlenoa. 

Ha, tho Reform Rabbi,waa aa w 11 known ong the Yiddish ma a e or ew 

York •• their own reYered idol . aalianaky and as familiar ri r• t world 

Zioniat eetin a aa .mdli:•ss~ Jabotinsky or Ben Ourion44 111111.l'tlflfl~• 

A third world inhabited by Dr. Silver, and not th 1 at, waa 

the world or aogolarahip. any who were stirred by 1 extr ordinarJ 

power or ape oh may not have b en aware that hia o pacitiea orator er• 

baaed on th• diaoiplinea which all so olarahip de and. In the book 

oonameaorating his ••v••ti th birthday "In TiMe ot Harvest" there ia publi ned 

a oolleotion ot gle nin tro his ae on in the Cleveland pulpit ver 

period ot oloae to halt a o ntury. Ken and per aptive as they are in 

oharaoter tbea• aermom d not portra aa erreotively his depth or penetration 

ot tb• Jewiab pro•••••• aa d hi• paper■ delivered batore hie colleague■ ot 

th• Oentril. Con1'ereno• ot Alaer101n Rabbia, or bi• publiabed atu4i•• in 

Ju4aia • It waa at the Central Oontareno• that he invariably ro•• to re t 
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' -
.. 1eighta •• Rabbi and repreent tiv Jew ot hi ti e. A tew excerpta rrom 

bia papers ln 7 p rhap best illu tr te th 1 portance he '-ttached t hi• 

appearanc b hi f llow bis th ch llenge w lch. he 1 eel through 

th to th Jewis Je ish co·1 unit. 

pe in on t subject "Th De er tic I pulae in Jewi i tory" 

at t 1928 Cont r no h said: 

"Te reat aocial •• or Iara• --it or us ice--
i no pr henaibl without an underatandi or th pervadin democratic 
ap1r1t of the race. ery indiYidual 11 as c no i ed to b nvi la le, 
a r tlex ot divinity and m end in 1c sch •• very act or wrong 
n 1 Justice which ara t e 11 • ot a detacea alao th -•q··-• ot 

God. Op reaaiona and •JP loitat1on ar therefore more than viol tions ol 
the l of oci ty. bey distort d mut1l t tat hicb i th end nd 

1 or al bein --the fr••• untr I>'Jlll led unfoldment o every human 
pera l ty." 

I tb y r 193$ an 1atoric db te t k plac t th C ntr l 

Con ereno 

Cont r n 

e in 1 Chicago. It wa the lat maj r tight n•• nth• 

l r on the 1 u ot ionis • nd Silver played 

rol in err cting tl ch ng in the itt Pl t.form. 

Z1o i w st hav t up rt rt e i ng aJ r1ty 

adezw hip in AJ'4 ric ard h gho t o 

e prinoip l 

ereatt r 

t • 

Prote t bbiner .torm rabbinic 

r e zl• 1 ported ro Or any t th nited tat a waa tinally 

buri d her. It i tru that a all in rit o tl R o bia were 

l tr to f or th rican Council tor Judaia, but these nev r tt n d 

o popul rity or intluenoe in l1ber l Jewish cirol a ·n r1o. Silver•a 

th anti-paper t th t 193S Conferono w a • or bl on. e CCU 

1on1at 

o J vi 

lit 

r l•wttu ulin n SJR•■•ct•a th n ing in their denial 

n t onali in tb• t 1ioal d spiritual ev lop nt ot Jewi 

her lnded t : 

"A •••ianio hope not b d up with thereat ration ot 
I•r••l tine ia aimply not .tound in Jewish literatur anywhere 
trom t • t or th• eo nd Iaaiab to our own day xo pt, or cour e, in 
th r1t1n a ot th•• Reto era nd ao e ot the Belleniatio writera vb k, 
thl' ugh llegory and ottler devioea, att pted to univ raalize the teaohirga 
or the T rah, a •• t 1 reaa the non•Jeviab world with the exoelleno7 
ot tbe Jewish faith, and vbo o nverted th Jewiab national •••1ab into 
an "incarnation or divine power vlo ahould Judge en at tb• end or day••• 
ational re toration v the very heart r •••1an1o ideal tr ita inception. 



, aubatitut tor t~i n tional ideal an anti• n tional purel~ tran cendental 
aebul ua meaaianic age on the ple of evolution i to b guilty not t 
reYiaion bu of 1 tortion . It ia botn new and counterfeit . " 

Ott s wh join th erican C noil fr Jud ism d of th ir 

in••• ant tt 0 1 on th integrity rt Zio it ov nth sp e hi 

oonte pt by biblio allu 1 n rep w r th dir c t ack n their 

lib loua o ti· ulat d by th ir own re rand e h t e • 

n o t 

e r ca led 

t at hen , 1 D vi c to 0 t 11 r 

the o 

c t tone t hi . S do th 

uri t e --e 

Shi 

up r -

o. 0 r 

otic Je C 

vi and 

h se 

lp n to 1Jild 1d c . t t n t th • 

In t .. 

h h lan 

1946 Dr . Silv r w P s1 ent r the C ntr C 

of Antericm R bbi • His me sa to l i o lle ue lt with th p 

reno• 

or r covery th t fac d 

bou e old deci at d by 

• ratio torn by t r v ge o. ar d J wi h 

zi brutality t 

tbe lon hiatory of the J i h people . It 

wound and he h ld o t h.op for th orr w 

de r n verb known in 

g f s im th bi 

11 w rni that the eft eta 

I the al u hter ft e Jewi h people in Europ w uld 1 na be r lt. He 

a id: 

"Th hou hold of Iar l t nds or inn •d or th mini tr tiona 
ot its r ligion than all the other people one rth becau e it has suffered 
more fr .cat h r v of w r and beoaus of th l r e ur r 1 securit y 
in it life . o people loat a third or it population in thew r . Th 
Jewi peo l did•-and in the oat t orrl l t anner unpar llel d in 11 tbe 
cark and oruel annala of mankind . Our people will continue to teel the 
traumatia r the pbyaioal and psyc· ic a ich it h a fer d lon 
atter the Second World War will have b co faded ••ory ong n . 
The Cru ade, the . ah Exp ls on C en o 1 pogro or th 
Seventeenth Century left t heir deep a cars on the ind and the body of our 
people tor ener ti us . Even deep r car • 11 re in aa r ult f the 
alaughter of the aix lion Jews ot ~rope and the to t al d atruction of 
nearly all c nt era o creative J wi h e on the 0 ntin nt . th u 
years and moPe of Jewish h.ia tory in the he rt or Europe ia winding up in an 
pilogue o bloo • r rand death . Cur people v rywh r• • v thoa vho 

11 ve in the land or fr edom are deeply shaken 111 d di turbed b~ wba t b.aa 
ti ooourr • 

il S lv r b b t r r or hi life• lo co~ibutiona 

t the Zi n at cat se, atudent of Jewi t ougnt will turn to is not bl• 
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~ •••ianic Speculation• in Iar l" and e Judai Differed" tor videno• 

or hie nd i labors . h l tter 1 th .oat lucid and uth rita-

ti the J ah beli fa cont at d with those o the Christian , 

re , Ial d ditto b un in the gli h l u e . It ia 

writt n in ,ul v n bu ra d p w 11 o ch lar 1p i 

in 1 v o a ye r e otio to th th • It r P. nta a an 

w o ha pr n 1 o J hit ry in all it labyri thin pattern■ 

ti y pirit f d d 1 v t ewi h learn· • 

lO 

r 
th r igi 

h • remind 

t 

k 

t ' 

• 

udic , 

tal t 

n th old n thr d ot Jew ah 

v d mo•ern lit r tures nd 1 rn 

nd the f re which 1 Judaia on 

hut hi lon , c lo ful career Abb llel S v r 

ng th w h c olar hip ttached t t • 

d • 1th pu io r tion or his p opl 

a • w r n th ulpit an on t pl t.t rm w • 

lr o 1ger ye r d it rew with tie . vice 

w a th np eo o J ai , ut it w a th kind of Reform w1ioh 

br ce the noble t qu tie of th ro r d year ld Jewi h oon• r1bu-

tion% t Civ liz ton in it ti n • d not b ndon th peo l hod 

t Iar el in 1 • ch tor the Aa- 1d atisf ot ry lif 

mo ern w rd. int et r ron f the t , le to liter Re o 

u ai • encru d e 1 v d to ae th 

1 thi in . at t Unit d tio in the h 

h ur wh n th 

b intlu n 

t 

d epl 

gi 

up n t 

1 at Lake ucce • • ha 

r dern timea • 

e in 

toric 

tc ed 
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April 22, 963 

y dear Charles: 

Upon my ret rn from I rael, I found your letter of 
arch 19th and the enclos d articl which I h ve ince 

sen in the ' eric n Zioni t". I ant to thank you 
for your thoughtfulne s in riting it d for the pe cial 
emphasis hich you placed, i 1 your article , on n1y 
presentation at the variou Co erences of the C . C . . 
on the ubj ct o! Zioni m nd eforn1 Judais . 

• • 

ith all good wish s and hopin to se you oon, I ren1 in 

t cordially yours , 

A S: 

abbi Charl 
·verd 1 Te 

huln an 

. 246th Stre 
Independence A venue 
Riverdale 71, e York 

B HILL• L SILV 



Central Conference of 
A1nerican Rabbis 
40 '\ "est 6 th StJ eet 
New York Z3, New York 

Gentlen1en: 

June l Z, 1963 

I am enclosing here :vith a ch ck for $10. 00, my annual 
dues to the r.. C. . R. 

I should also like to nake a ontribution to the work of 
the Conference of 1 oo. 00 - - cl eek also enclosed. 

V ry sincerely yours, 

ABBA HIL EL SIL VE 
AHS:bfm 

Enclooures: (2) 



"CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
4 D WE S T 6 8 t h S T R E E T N E W Y O R K 2 3 t N . y . 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
University Circle & Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

September 4 , 1963 

Since the format you used for the symposium at the Conference 
precluded having a manuscript for the Yearbook, I must now 
ask you to go over the discussion you and Dr . Freehof had 
at the Conference so that we may have it in proper form for 
the Yearbpok . 

I am enclosing a copy of the typeescript. Will you please 
go over your own remarks and return the material to me with 
whatever revisions you see fit to make. I am also sending 
a copy to Dr . Freehof so that he may do the same with his part 
of the discussion . 

May I ask a further favor of you? I want to get the material to 
the printer as soon as possible and would appreciate having it 
back from you as soon as you are able to get to it . 

With good wishes, 

SLR: id 
enc . 

OFFICERS 

Sinceri~ 

~z6!~--
iidney L. Regner 

/ 
Executive Vice President 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
JULIAN MORGENSTERN, Honorary President 

Macon, Ga. 
JEROME R. MALINO, Recording Secretary 

Danbury, Conn. 
IRWIN M. BLANK, Tenafly, N. J. 
SIDNEY H. BROOKS Omaha, Neb. 
DAVID I. CEDARBAUM, Chlca10, Ill. 
SAMUEL COOK, Flu1hln1, N. Y. 

MILTON GREENWALD, Brunswick, Ga. 
MORRIS N. KERTZER Larchmont, N. Y. 
ALBERT G. MINDA, Mlnn11poll1l.Mlnn. 
JACOB POLISH For11t HIiis, N. ,. 
NORBERT L. RbSENTHAL( Tulsa, Okla. 
SAMUEL SANDMELLClnc nnatl, Ohio 
HERMAN E. SCHAA MAN, Chlc110 Ill. 
MYRON SILVERMAN, Cleveland, Ohio 
LEO E. TURITZ, Decatur! Ill. 

LEON I. FEUER, President 
Toledo, Ohio 

JACOB J. WEINSTEIN, Vice President 
Chicago, Ill. 

SIDNEY M. LEFKOWITZ, Tre11urer 
Jackaonvllle, Fla. 

ABRAHAM D. SHAW, Flnanclal Secretary 
Baltlmore, Md. - - - --

SIDNEY L. REGNER 1. Executive Vice President 
New York, N. , . 

NORMAN B. MIRSKY, A11lstant 
New York, N. Y. 

A. STANLEY DREYFUS, Galveston, TexH 
*MAURICE N. EISENDRATH, New York, N. Y. 

FLOYD s. FIERMAN, El Paso, Texas 
HAROLD L GELFMAN, Macon, Ga. 
JOSEPH L. GINSBERG, Peoria, Ill. 

*NELSON GLUEC~L. Cincinnati, Ohio 
NORMAN M. GOwBURG, Au1u1ta, Ga. 

KARL WEINER, Skokie, II. 
*Ex-officio 



J 
\.....,-

September 27, 1963 

My dear Sidney: 

I am returning herewith the manuscript of the symposium 
which was held at the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis. I have tried to make the necessary corrections. 

With all good wishes for a very happy New Year, I remain 

AHS:bfm 

Mr. Sidney L. Regner 
Executive Vice President 
Central Conference of 
American Rabbis 
40 West 68th Street 
New York 23, New York 

Very cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 



CODE OF ETHICS BETWEEN 
RABBI AND RABBI 

In keeping with the high traditions of the rabbinate, the Central 

Conference of American Rabbis sets forth the following Code of Rabbinical 

Ethics for the guidance of its members. 

1. No rabbi should occupy a colleague's pulpit except at the 

direct invitation of that colleague, nor should he speak at any function of 

the congregation or of any auxiliary or subsidiary organization of the con• 

gregation except with the consent of the incumbent rabbi. 

2. When a rabbi is concluding his term of service with a congre­

gation and the congregation is seeking his successor, the restrictions 

described in paragraph one shall not apply to candidates for the rabbinical 

position. 

3. When a rabbi refuses on grounds of principle to officiate at 

religious occasions for members of his own congregation, rabbis of other 

congregations should also refuse to officiate for those persons. When a 

rabbi declines for personal reasons to officiate at religious occasions for 

members of his own congregation or is not invited to officiate, another 

rabbi may officiate only with the conseat of his colleague. In such cases, 

the consent ,should be granted. 

When an emergency arises due to the rabbi's unavailability or 

absence from the city, other rabbis m~y officiate as though the persons 

requesting his services were members of his own congregation. 

4. When persons who are affiliated with Orthodox or Conservative 

congregations invite a Reform rabbi to perform a marriage at which the 

rabbi of their congregation may not officiate because of traditional halachic 

considerations, the Reform rabbi should also decline to officiate. 
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s. No rabbi should offer such pastoral attentions to members of 

other congregations as will disturb the relations between rabbinical col­

leagues, between congregations or between a rabbi and a member of his con­

gregation. 

6. A rabbi should neither participate in nor approve efforts on 

the part of his own membership to solicit affiliation from persons who are 

already affiliated with another congregation. 

7. When a rabbi disagrees in public with an opinion expressed 

by a colleague, his disagreement should be stated in terms of the principles 

involved and sho•1ld tJnder no circumstances des~e~. to the level of personal 

attack. 

O. An alleged violation of this Code may be brought to the atten• 

tion of the Mediation and Ethics Committee of the Conference by any member 

of the Conference and shall be dealt with by that Committee in accordance 

with its judpieat. If in the judgment of the Committee on Mediation and 

Ethics the matter can be resolved by conciliation, mediation or arbitration, 

the Committee shall proceed to attempt such a resolution. If, however, the 

COIIDDittee determines that disciplinary action is warranted, it shall refer 

the matter with recommendations to the Executive Board of the Conference 

for appropriate action. 

9. Relationships between rabbis serving the same congregation 

should develop with due regard for the dignity and the status which are ap­

propriate to all rabbis. Older rabbis should be mindful of their obligation 

to share the fruits of their experience with younger colleagues and to assure 

them ample opportunity to exercise their talents in the service of the conN 

gregation. Younger rabbis should be aware that ultimate responsibility and 

authority reside in their senior colleagues and should act in such a way as 



to uphold the senior rabbi in his task. Rabbis emeriti, having served 

their congregations honorably and faithfully during their years of active 

service, should so arrange their relationship to their congregations as 

to help establish their successors effectively in their sacred office. 
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