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COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM, INC. 
485 Madison Avenue, New York 22, New York • Plaza l-2345 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Congregation Tifereth Israel 
East 105th & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

September 11, 1955 

My sincere apologies for interrupting your busy 
schedule. Yet such has been my esteem for you and your work across 
the years, that writing you is a privilege as well as cause for 
apology. Let me be as brief as ossible. 

I am the producer of CBS Radio I s Church of the 
Air, two half-hour programs broadcast every Sunday on the network. 
'l'wenty-f'i ve years ago, in the Fall of 19 31, this series was in
itiated with Bis Eminence \ illiam Cardinal O'Connell of Boston; 
the Rt. Rev. Irving Peake Johnson, Episcopal Bishop of Colorado; 
and with you -- as you well may remember. This Fall we are cele
brating this 25th Anniversary with a special broadcast on October 
30th, 9: 30 . to 10: 00 All,·, EST, fallowed by a series of seven broad
casts, November 6th through December 18th, 9:30 to 10:00 AM, 
representing seven major Faiths. Invited to participate on the 
series are such clergymen as Rabbi Jonah vise, Cardinal Spellman, 
Dr. Theodore Ferris, Bishop OXnam, Dean Carson Blake. 

May I extend to you a cordial invitation to 
participate in the special October 30th program. ie are inviting 
you, one of the original speakers, the Rt. Rev. Josephs. Jdnnis, 
the succe~sor of Bishop Johnson, and The J:ost Rev. Richard J. 
Cushing, the successor of Cardinal 0 1Connell, to speak for from 
four ti;, six: ~:~~h. The format of the program, still under 
consideration not a religious service, would be along these 
lines: 

A narrator, probably .fr. Arthur Hull Hayes, 
President of CBS Radio, would sketch the occasion and ask each of 
you to relate the Church of the Air's contributions to the last 
25 years -- specifically, what has religion had to say to Ameri
cans living through the Depression of the Thirties, the vlar of the 
Forties, and the Atomic Age of the fifties. Our purpose is to 
underscore religious radio's pertinence to world activity and 
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continuing guidance to the American people. Each of you would 
answer for your Faith. To give you concrete reference material, 
I would send you outstanding excerpts from addresses of Jewish 
clergy which have been broadcast over the Church of the Air during 
the various troubled eras. You might also introduce one of your v 
choirs singing a selection broadcast on the Church of the Air on 
a specific and significant Sunday: I could advise you on this. 
President Hayes vould close with a tribute to religion 1 s support 
of our people and nation in times of uncertainty and stress. 

I am most aware of the many demands on your time 
and am eager to ease any burden implicit in our invitation. Vfo 
would be happy to record your portions at your convenience. And i..--· 

if you feel your Fall schedule may preclude your preparing a four 
to six minute script, I would be honored -'to help in whatever 
manner you indicate. ' In truth, you are so indispensable to our 
program, I wish I could think of far more effective inducementsl 

Again, please forgive me for taking so much of 
your time. I would not trouble you with this special delivery 
were I not myself pressed; publicity for the 25th Anniversary 
celebration must be released by, at latest, Sept . 15th._ I shall 
be in touch with your office the early part of next week to see , 
if I may have your decision. 

MCC/jc 
cc: Dr. Jonah 1,Jise 

st s~nce~ yours, 

~(J)~----
rs. Mollie O'Connor 

Producer 
Church of the Air 
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Union ef American Hebrew Congregations 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Temple Tifereth Israel 
E. 105th & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

September 16, 1955 

Mrs. Mollie O'Connor, director of the "Church of the Air" 
for the Columbia Broadcasting System, told me Wednesday 
that she had talked to you long distance regarding your 
broadcast over the "Church of the fti r" for December. She 
said that you had asked about a recording which you had 
made this past summer in Brussells under the auspices of 
the National Conference of Christians and Jews. She asked 
me to find out the details. I telephoned ernon Hoyt who 
is in charge of public relations for the NCCJ, and he told 
me that he would be in touch with you as soon as he finds 
out all about it himself. He was a little vague on the 
details. 

Incidentally, when are we going to have you again as a 
guest on the "Message of Israel?" Let me know, and I think 
that I may be able to clear a date (that is, a month~ during 

, IN '" t'/i4.-.N0 the coming year. I realize that the program is onl\a a very 
poor hour - namely, 11:.30 P.M. Sundays - but oerhaps.,while 
you are on,the management of the station will change us to 
a better hour. 

Warmest personal regards, and best wishes for a very happy 
and healthy New Year. 

DJW:rm 

G ... _,.,1 ■ES A.CE OF tSILUl. choir now oo phoaoiraph ncertb 
Jaquire: Ra4io, 831 5~ AH,, New Yerk 21, N. Y, 
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THE CHURCH OF THE AIR 

COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 

10 :00 - 10 :30 AM Current New York Time 
10:30 - 11~00 J\Jl Current New York Time 

Each Sunday 

One Church of the \ir broadcast has 

more listGners than the ipostle Paul 

had in all the years of his ministry. 



-
The Church of the Air has been a continuous series on the CBS 

network since September., 1931. 

It offers each Sunday two separate half-hour programs, presenting 

clergymen of different denominationso These programs may originate 

at any point in the United States whore there is a CBS-affiliated 

station,o. 

Both series of the Church of the ~\ir are available to the entire 

CBS network, and the periods are reserved from sale. 

Time and facilities for tho Church of the Air are provided without 

charge by Columbia and its affiliated stations. In the same spirit, 

participating clergymen and choirs give their services, 

The 104 annual half-hour periods are allocated among the various 

denominations. Several factors determine tho number of programs 

allocated to one faith, but chief among those arc numerical strength 

and geographical distribution throughout the United States. In 

recognition of those groups whichJ although numerically small, are 

spiritually significant, certain periods are rotated annually among 

them, 

A speaker is generally assisted in the program by the choir of his 

church or synagogue. 1Tt/herc no choir is available., CBS provides the 

services of professional singors. If the speaker expresses no 

preference about musical numbers., CBS staff mombors choose selections, 

often specially arranged, that are consonant both with tho speaker's 

topic for the broadcast and with his theology. 



.. 
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While the program gonerP.lly presents a clergyman, the speaker 

may bG a layman or l ayvrnmnn who has an important place in the 

denomination. Listeners ther eby have an opportunity to hoar tho 

l ead ers of thoir denomin~tions - a privilege formerly av~ilablc 

to the comparativo fow y·rho could attond the national conforoncos. 

Church of the Air programs have on other occnsions pres ented 

dramatizations of events significant to the Hebrew-Christian 

tradition, or of importance in the history of a particular denom

ination. 

Brief series of programs by one spea ker have also been offer ed, 

but customarily the Church of tho Air presents two diff erent speakers, 

of different denominRtions, each Sundayo 

Overall plans for the Church of th o _·•ir ar c formulated by CBS in 

collaboration with a Board of Consul t an ts r epresenting twol vo 

difforont donominationsn Ther e aro, in addition, othor denomination

al l eaders whose confcrGnc e is asked in arranging programs of their 

denominations• Suggestions for s-pen.kc r s com0 from many sourc es: 

from memb ers of tho Board of Consultants; from members of the CBS 

staff; from tho management of CBS affiliated stations, vho call 

att ention to tho loaders in th eir communiti es; from denominational 

organizations; from churchgoers all over tho country. 111/hilc it is 

impossible, even in 104 annual half-hours, to schedule all tho 

qualified sp0akors who thus come to n. tton tion, ovory suggestion is 

given careful consideration. Particular endeavor is made to assure 

adequate r epresentation of the various sections of the country. 
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Such procedure assures the listfnor a cross-section of religious 

thought in tho United States, and also provides roprosentation 

for shades of theological thinking from ultra-consorvativo to 

ultra-liboralo 

The Church of tho ~\ir speaker may also fool assured that he has 

an equal variety in his audience. It is tho unique service of radio 

to religion that a clergyman mny thus sneak to tho man and woman 

who have no religious affiliation. 

In accordance with the long-established policy of CBS, tho network 

docs not sell time for religious broadcasts. Noithor does it 

permit solicitation of funds on tho Church of tho Air, or oven tho 

accop ~.nco of voluntary don~.tions. Froquont contributions of money 

arc sent to tho program by listeners. These are invariably r eturned 

with a letter of o.xplanrrtion and appreciation. 

Copies of addrossos hoard on tho Church of tho \ir aru generally 

available to listeners. Those aro provided -- again without charge -

ty one of sev~ral donomination~l agencies or by tho speaker himself• 
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September 29, 1955 

"CHURCH OF THE AIR" COMI-IBMORATES 25th YEAR OF BROADCASTING; 

ARTHUR HULL HAYES, PRESIDENT, CBS RADIO, TO PRESENT SPEAKERS 

The 25th year of "Church of the Air" on CBS Radio will be com

memorated this fall with a special series of eight half-hour programs 

Sunday mornings, Oct. 30-Dec. 18. 

Arthur Hull Hayes., President of CBS Radio., on the initial 

broadcast Sunday morning, Oct .. 30, will review the history of "Church 

of the Air" and present three speakers of the major faiths represented 

when the program originated in 1931. 

Representing the Jewish faith will be Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 

Rabbi of The Temple, Cleveland. Rabbi Silver, who was the first Jewish 

speaker on "Chv.rch of the Air" in 1931., has served The Temple as its 

rabbi since 1917. 

Representing the Catholic Church will be the Most Rev. Richard 

J. Cushing, Archbishop of Boston., successor to His Eminence William 

Cardinal O'Connell., Archbishop of Boston., the first Catholic speaker 

heard on the program. 

The Episcopal Church will be represented by the Rt. Rev. Jo

sephs. Minnis., Episcopal Bishop of Colorado., successor to the Rt. Rev. 

Irving Peake Johnson., Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Colorado, the 

first Episcopal speaker. 

(Sunday mornings., Oct. 30-Dec. 18 at 9:30-10:00 AM, EST) 

(More) 
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Mr. Hayes will review hiehlights of what the program's speal<:

ers have said during the years "Church of the Ai1-i 11 has served the CBS 

nadio audience -- throughout the depression of the 30 1 s, the war of the 

40 1 s and the Atomic Age of the 50 1 s. Each clerg~rman will respond for 

his faith and cite quotes from "Church of the Air" sermons of the vari

ous troubled eras. 

Sundey mornings, Nov. 6 thru Dec. 18, the leaders of seven -------
different denominations will describe the beginnings of each faith and 

the personal impetus behind it (Wesley, Calvin., Cr1anmer, Luther, Abra

ham, St. Peter and Joseph Smith). The reli~ious and intellectual cli

mate surrounding each personality ,·rill be examined, with each talk pre

ceded by a biographical stud~r of the founder. Music composed by the 

founder or written early in the history of each faith will be pre

sented. 

The schedule follows: 

,e_undax, Nov. 6 - Methodist - Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Bishop 

of the Methodist Church in the Washington, D.C. area since 1952. 

Sunday1-.Nov. :U - Episcopal - The Rev. Dr. Theodore Parker 

Ferris, Rector of Historic Trinity Church in Boston., Mass. 

Sunday, Nov. 20 - Presbyterian - The Rev. Dr. Charles T. 

Leber, Secretary to the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 

Church in the U.S.A. since 1936. He is a member of the Executive Board 

of the Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in America. 

Sunday, Nov. 27 - Lutheran - The Rev. Dr. Paul E. Scherer, 

Brown Professor of Homiletics at Union Theological Seminary in New York 

since 191~5. 

(More) 
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Surl:~1-pec. 4 - Jewish - Dr .. Jonah B. Wise, Rabbi of the Cen

tral Synagogue since 1925. Son of the founder of American Reform 

Judaism, Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise, Dr. Wise has served for more than 50 

years in the ministry, and more than 30 years at t he Central Synagogue. 

Sun~y, Dec. 11 - Catholic - Francis Cardinal Spellman, Arch

bishop of Ne\·-r Yorl<:. 

SundayL....De~~ - Latter Day Sd. lnts - Davj_d o. McKay of Salt 

Lal-ce City, ninth and present President of the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter Day Saints~ 

"Church of the Air" is produced for CBS Radio by Mollie O'Con

nor of CBS News and Public Affairs. 

* * * 



CO l_JlJM BI A R R()Al) CASTI G SYSTE1'1, I C. 
485 Madison Avenue, ew York 22, ew York • PT,aza 1-2345 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Congregation Tifereth Israel 
East 105th and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: '6 ~/ 
I am delighted that you have graciously ' 1/ 

consented to participate on the Church of the Air proeram of V -~~J· 
October 30th, 9:30 to 10:00 A11, Eastern Standard 'lime. Bishop •/ 
Minnis, Archbishop Cushin, and President Hayes have also 
accepted our invitation. 

My personal apolo ies for not having been 
in touch with you a ain lon since. Illness has disruoted 
this office for the µast three weeks. 

~ Your portions of the broadcast will be re-
~rded in the studios of Station WGAR in Cleveland, under the 

.. } ~general supervision of Mr . Robert Smiley. Mr. Smiley is apprised 
I. \ ~of your wish to record and will await word from you as to 

O specific convenient date. 
'.-0 

I am enclosing a fonnidable a.mount of 
material, but do not be discoura ed L The Tenth Anniversary 
Booklet and its enclosure are simply for you to skim for eneral 
orientat·on about this series of broadcasts. The press release 
is the first of several to be issued in the ensuing weeks and 
for your interest; I shall send you the others. The Format sheet 

_%s also for your uidance. You will note that we would like o 
vto speak approximately five minutes, first two and then three. 

And, finally, I am enclosin a list of memorable events over the 
past 25 years. 

Let me say this about the content of your 
messa e. We do not Wish our guests to give a specific tribute to 
CBS or to the Church of the Air. We feel that the significance of 
a religious broadcast 1s havinrr a national audience for 25 years 
is much greater. I am eager to recall to the devout and to 
illustrate to the skeptics that religion has supported our people 
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and nation in their times of stress and uncertainty and pain, 
that it is not to be dismissed as remote from the affairs that 
shape men's lives. 

It is my thought that you might talk 
generally on religion's vitality across the 25 years, and illustrate 
with Church of the Air Jewish sermons and music. I have run off 
the enclosed list of dates for our and nor use. I am presently 
engaged in checking what our clergy said to the nation the Sund~y 
after President Roosevelt closed the banks, on the ·unday after he 
died, on the Sundays after Pearl Harbor, V-E Day, Hiroshima, V-J 
Day, and so forth. I find many sennons directed generally to the 
problems of the Depression, world War II and the Atomic A ... e; they 
too are illustrative of the clergy's alert f"Uidance. 

Ui thin a very few days I shall send vou some 
quotations which you may find useful in developin your messa e. 
I shall also notify you on what two Jewish choirs have been 
selected to particioate in the pro~ram why they are chosen, and 
what they will sin~. As you see in the Format, I would appreciate 
your introducing them. I shall need three copies of your messa e 
in my office at your earliest convenien e. You will therefore 
be hearin from me a ain the first of next week • 

participation. 
well received. 

mo 1c:rei 
Elles. 

. ay I reiterate my pleasure in your racious 
News of this broadcast is being exceptionally 

- J J. . ) 
~ ~~ 

u-s. olli O'Connor 
Producer 
Church of the Air 

cc: nr. Jonah Wise 



Quotations from THE CHURCH OF THE AIR addresses, 1931-1955 

1. Rabbi Harry H. Epstein of Congregation Ahavath Achim in Atlanta, Georgia 
May 111 194 7. Address title: 11 Atomic Morality" 

Jewish 

"Ours is a disturbed world. There is the maddening talk of World War III. The dread o 
of the atom, the threat or total annihilation by atomic energy-, hangs like the sword 
of Damocles over our heads giving us no rest. The moral landmarks by which men 
fashioned their lives and designed their conduct are being shattered. Ours is the 
task of translating into the realm of realistic action such tried and tested Biblical 
ideas as the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. Truly, in our atomic world 
we need a dynamic morality. For not science nor scientific discoveries and develop
ments will decide the fate of our world. N:>. People will decide the fate of man-
kind. •When man hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all My 
statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live.• (Ezekiel 18:19)." 

2. Rabbi William F. Rosenblum, President of the Synagogue Council of America and Rabbi 
of Temple Israel in New York City. October 261 1947 

"A drama is being enacted in New York Harbor almost at this hour. Two destroyers 
are approaching the ship on which over five thousand war dead are being brought 
back home from Europe. •Have we died in vain•••• once more?• Let our ambassadors 
and diplomats, our senators and congressmen, our businessmen and labor leaders, our 
clergy and our citizenry listen to the call of the legion who paid the supreme price 
to have a different world and they will bend their weey effort to give us a world 
in which differences will keep us safe•••· and free1" 

J. Dr. William H. Fineshriber, Rabbi of Congregation Keneseth Israel in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. April 181 1948 

"We are in the thick of the greatest crisis that history records. We are to make 
concrete decision through suffering and pain and death whether our children will 
rErnain free or become slaves to a heartless., brutal., ruthless dictatorship. We 
must now assE1nble our energies and plan to construct a world based upon the Judeo
Chri.stian doctrine of peace and good will to all mankind." 

4. Rabbi Meyer Kimmel of Temple Beth-El in Long Beach., New York. May 23, 1948. 
(May 15, 1948 Israel becomes a nation.) 

"Our Father in Heaven, dwelling as we do in the security of our own homes and our 
own blessed country, we offer a prayer for Israel, who after 1900 years of home
lessness and wandering, has returned to the security and dignity of a home. Mq 
peace and prosperity soon return to the holy land, and may all men dwell therein 
in friendship and brotherly love." 

5. Rabbi Nahum Schulman of Congregation Mikro Kodesh in Minneapolis., Minnesota. 
August 1, 1948. 

"On the threshold of the atomic age, we find man confused and bewildered. Out of the 
depth of dismay, fear and agony we hear the world-shaking cry: •Whence cometh my 
help? 1 All wo long and too often have we permitted religion to be disparaged., 
ridiculed and discredited as a sterile and stultifying factor in human experience. 
It is imperative that we see how it pe:nneates and pervades all of life. Our reply
must be ceystal clear. It is that our help must come from a living, dynamic and 
creative faith." 



Quotations continued - 2 

6. Rabbi Maurice N. Ei.sendrath, President of Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
in New York City. October 21 1949 

"The answer to the trembling query of this hour, as to what can possibly be the 
future of Israel or of manld.nd after the frightful curses, the indescribable misery 
which both Jew and non-Jew have been experiencing, may be found in those few concise 
words: •atem nitsovim kul 1chem - Ye will stand, ye will endure, ye will survive 
all the strife and terror of the hour, if ye stand all of you together.• Only 
through such at-one-ment with God and His moral law and with a!l our fellow beings, 
can there be any conceivable refuge from the explosive, dynamitic world-convulsive 
cataclysm even now in the making, that head-on collision of East and West • . • The 
ancient Psalmist in just such a day of gathering storm as this had the audacity of 
faith to declare that: 'Though the earth tremble and the mountains sink into the 
depths of the sea• - as well they will, if atomic war breaks loose - nonetheless, 
r the Lord of hosts is with us, the ~ of Jacob is our tower of strength.' Only 
that synagogue or church, the heart of which will pulsate w:i. th the warm blood of the 
masses of men and women can hope to meet the present crisis." 

7. Rabbi Morris N. Kertzer, Director of Interreligious Activities of the American 
Jewish CoI1111i ttee in New York. October 291 19.50 

"What good is faith at such a time? My dear friends, faith is indispensable to our 
very existence. '!here is a crying need for faith in ourselves and in our fellow-men. 
The sorry plight we are in is simply a challenge to man - so that when he does succeed 
in fashirming a decent world, he will share in the joy of creative achievement." 

8. Dr. Nelson Glueck, President of the Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, Ohio 
Februaq 17, 19.52 

"Never in our history have we been confronted with greater difficulties and dangers 
than those that threaten our security and peace today. And never has it been more 
necessary than today for us to realize that our future depends upon our spirit and 
faith and integrity far more than upon our economic strength and military might. 
The kind of struggle that is exemplified in our resistance to the Communist attack 
in Korea today is one which has existed from the dawn of history on and Will continue 
as long as civilization survives on the surface of our planet. It is the struggle 
between blind servility and independent understanding, between bigotry that begets 
slavery and fairness and decency that bar bigotry, between life-denying obscurantism 
and life-sustaining enlightenment••• The issue that confronts us is vast and urgent 
and universal. It involves all of us of America; it involves all of mankind. What 
then is required of us to meet it? It requires our being decent in our individual 
endeavors, and honest in our public offices and trusts. It requires on our part the 
readiness to battle both in times of war and peace for the spirit and letter of our 
Bill of Rights, which is based upon the moral imperatives of the Bible. It requires 
of us the continuance of the pioneer spirit of America, the pioneer gathering to
gether of all persons and all peoples to hew out ever larger clearings in the 
wilderness of life for cultivation and construction. It requires that we continue 
to make clear and keep on emphasizing and reiterating in America and throughout the 
ends of the earth that the essence of strength lies in the distillation of freedom 
for alll 



Quotations continued - 3 Jewish 

9. Rabbi Henry Fischer, Rabbi of Congregation B•nai Zion in Chicago. August 2, 1953 

"Every century has a key word which spells its innennost desires. In the last 
century the word was •progress•; in our own it is 'survival'. An ancient Jewish 
teacher living in Babylonea 2,000 years ago said: 'The whole world survives by the 
merit of 36 righteous people•. It is the decency of the comnon man in every-day living 
that preserves our civilization. The world needs leaders - great men can build a 
world and evil genius can destroy it, but ultimately, it is you and I, in the way we 
exercise our responsibilities. Ultimately, it is we who save the world." 

10. Rabbi Emanuel Rackman, Congregation Sha.a.ray Tefila, Far Rocka ay, N. Y. July 111 1954 

'As America trys to advance the cause of freedom it sometimes happens that the 
people who are trying to fulfill the good are the very ones who are being sil.l!lnced. 
Whom have we made suspects in this age of hysterical witch-hunting? Often we have 
made suspect those people who want more social justice and more social security. 
Too often it is the champions of peace and social justice in our midst who are 
presumptively subversive. To this there must come a halt. Ne must pray that 
America shall continue to learn the true meaning of freedom, that never in the 
process shall good men be regarded as enemies of freeda:>m." 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Congregation Tifereth Israel 
F,ast 105th and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

October 5, 1955 

I am disturbing you again, this time with 
specific infonnation to uide your messa eon the Church of the 
Air of October 30th, 9:30 to 10:00 A!. L EST. 

You may remember that we would like this 
anniversary program to recall and illustrate religion's guidance 
of our people over the last 25 years. ·vi th this in mind, I have 
been researching the messages and music broadcast on the Church 
of t r..e Air. 

I find that my records on the addresses 
delivered before January 1946 are not reliable. It has therefore\' 
seemed wisest to have the years 1931 through 1945 illustrated and 
represented by music. The following two choirs plan to partici
pate on the progra:rn. I would appreciate your introducin them at 
the two most appropriate places in your talk, briefly gi vin~ the 
date and significance of their ori inal broadcast: 

1. The Choir of Temple Beth-fil. in Detroit. t../ 
It san on the Church of the f ir of January 24, 1937, 
the Sunday after F .D.R. 1 s Inau ural Address about 
"One-third of the nation is ill-housed, ill-clad, and 
ill-nourished" (January 20, 1937). 
The selection: "The Nation's Prayer" by Caesar Franck. 

2. The Quartet of Temple Shaare Emeth in t. Louis. 
It sang on the Church of the Air of December 14, 1941, 
the Sunday after Pearl Harbor (December 1, 1941). 
The selection: "Give Us Peace, 0 Lord" by GoW1.od. 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver October 5, 1955 
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I am enclosing some quotations taken from 
Jewish addresses over the years, for whatever use you may wish to 
make of them in your talk. 

If questions arise at any time, please do not 
hesitate to call on me, or on Mr. Robert Smiley at Station WGAR. We 
shall be happy to give every assistance. 'lr. Smiley will be in touch 
with your office shortly to arrange a reccrding date. 

mo 1c:rei 
Enc . 
cc: Dr. Jonah 'lise 

~. Robert Smiley, GAR 

r 

, ~ost sine erely yours, 

t~L 
u-s. Mollie 0 1 Connor 

Producer 
Church of the Air 



CBS H1\DI0' S CHURCH OF THE AIR 
25TH - •~mfr1~~~s ~ RY SERI&, 

from: M. O'Connor 

October 11.i, 19.55 

, The 25th year of "Church of the Air" on CBS Radio vrill be 
coirmGr.Lorettod thiri Fall with a special series of eight half-hour programs 
Sunday mornings October 30th - December 18th, 9:30 to 10 :00 .A'C Ea.stern 
Standard Tir1e. Participating in the series will be leading clergyMen of 
eight different faiths and, suoporting them, 26 of America's most fill11ous 
choirs. 

I. On October 30th : rthur Hull Hayes, President of CBS Radio, will participate 
in a special historical broadcast. President Hayes v:ill recall the vrorld
vride crises and events during the last 25 yea.rs and Yd.11 ask three dis
tinguished clergymen to remind us Yvha t religion has had to say to Americans 
living through these same troubled years. 

1tepresenting the Jev1ioh faith vri.11 be Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Rabbi of 
The Temple, Cleveland, and the original Jewish speaker on the Church of the 
Air, back in 1931. Representing the Roman Catholic faith will be the Host 
Rev. Richard J. Cushin_,., Archbishop of Boston, and successor to His Eminence 

1Villiam Cardinal O'Connell, Archbishop of Boston, the first Roman Catholic 
speaker heard on the program. The E?iscopal Church will be represented by the 
Rt. Rev. Joseph s. J';innis, Episcopal Bishop of Colorado, and successor to the 
Rt. Rev. Irvin Peake Johnson, Protestant Et)iscopal Bishop of Colorado, the 
first Protestant speaker. 

President Hayes will briefly recall the years during ·which the Church of the 
Air has served the CBS Radio audience - the de ression of the 301 s, the war 
of the h0 1 s, and the Atomic Age of tho 5'0 1 s. Each guest will respond for 
his f~li th with exact quotations from sermons preached on the Church of the 
Air during these turbulent eras, and vdll introduce two choirs singing the 
selection they sang on a Church of the f ir broadcast one historic Sunday. 

Archbishop Cushing 1irill call on the Choir of St. Louis cathedral to sing 
11 0 S;icred Head Surrounded," a selection it sang on Irarch 12, 19331 following 
Roosevelt 1 s declaration of a national bank holiday. And he ·nll ask the 
Choir of St. Bernard's Seminary in ~chester, N.Y., to sing "Da Pacern," the 
selection it sang on June 11, 1944, the ,unday folloVling D-Day. 

Rabbi Silver Yiill intro uce the Choir of Temple Beth-~l in Detroit, v1hich 
will sing "The Nation's Prayer" as it did on January 24, 1947, the .Sunday 
following F .D.R.' s famous "One-third of the nation •• •" Inaugural ~.ddress. 
He vri.11 PJ.so ask the Choir o.f Temple Shaare '1-neth in st. Louis to sing "0 
Lord, J•~ay the Words of l':Y J. outh, 11 the selection it sang on Decomber 14, 1941, 
the Sunday folloving Pearl Harbor. 

Bishop rinnis -r1ill call on the Chancel Choir of Christ Church J•, ethodist in 
N. Y. c. to sing their choice on i·arch 26, 1933 - follovTing a month of such 
historic events as F.D.J. rs Inaugural "'The only thing we have to fear is 
fear its lf •.• 11 , the "Hundred Days" Congress, the Dncrgency Banking Acta on 
that Sunday the choir sang "A righty Fortress is Our God." Jnd he will ask 
the Choir of the Lutheran Church of the Reformation in ·.fashington, D .c. to 
sing the selection they chose for August 121 1945, the 3unday following 
Hiroshina: "Turn Back, 0 J:an. 11 

President Hayes will close the broadcast with a tribute to religion's signi
ficant support and guidance of our people. 

( ( 
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II. Beginning November 6, 1955, and through December 18th, the leaders of seven 
of our major denominations vrill each present a program devoted to the major 
crsonaJity in the history of his church. Particinating in each broadcast 

T:ill be ocvor:il of the outstanding choirs of tho denomination. The choirs 
Hill sin6 music associated ·with the carlic::; t days of tho faith. 

A• November 6, 1955. Hothodist. ~pe2k8r: Bishop G. Bror1l0y Oxnam, 
Bishop of tho :Jothodist Church in the 'fashington, n.c. area since 1952. 
,=3ishou Oxnam ·will speak on John ··.,esley, tho men anrl his significanceo 
Choirs: 'l1he Seminary SinP,crs of Boston Unive>rsi ty; '!usloy Chapel Choir 
of London, England; the Cathedral Cho:.r of 1Jftlshiro 3lvd. Hcthodis t Church 
in los 1mgclcs; th:.. Chancel Choir of the First Tc:1 tho dist Church of 
Ev~nston, Illinois. 

B. J'lovcmbcr 13, 19.55. Episcopal. Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Theodore Pa rker 
Ferris, Rector of historic Trinity Church in Boston, l~ass . Dr. Ferris 
vrill spE:ak on ' rchbishop Thomas Cranr.iero Choirs: th Cathedral Choir 
of :Ton :ind Boys of 'fashington r 1.tional Cathedral, ·"fa3hinston, :9.C.; the 
Choir of the Cathedr2.l of the Incarnation in Garden City, rJcvr York; tho 
Choir of st. Paul I s Ch11rch in Cloveland; and tho Trinity Church Choir 
of St. Paul's Chapel in T:.~e:r Yorr.: City. 

c. November 20, 195'5, Presbyterian. Speaker: The Revo Dr. Charles '11. 
LebGr, 0ecreta.!""IJ to the Boa.rd of Foreign i1issions of tho Presbyterian 
Church in the u.s.,A. Dr. Lober will speak on Calvin. Choirs: The 
Choir of the Princeton Thf;olor~ical Sc:minary; the Choir of tho ..?irs t 
Presbyterian Church of Hollyr:oo<l, California. 

D. November 27, 19~5 • r.uthoran. Speaker: Th0 Rev., Dro P~t 11 •·• chcrer, 
BrO'\'ffi Professor of HomilGtics at Union Theological S01r'J innry in Norr 
York. Dr. Scherer (Uni t od Lutheran Church) vdll spcnl<: on Luther. 
Choirs: 'Ihc Choir of St. Olaf 1 s College ( ~-~vangolical Luthcrnn Church); 
The Choir of Augustnna Collog<= (Augus tana Lutheran Church); 'The Chapel 
Choir of Capital University (American Lutheran Church)o 

E. December L, 1955. Jawish. Speaker: Dr. Jonnh B. wise, Rabbi of Central 
Synaeoguo in JC\r York., Dr. 1/isc ·will speak on Abraham. Choirs: 
Tho Choir of Central Synagogu (Reform); The Choir of Both Sholom 
Synagogue in ,,-rashington, .c. (Orthodox); 'lho Choir of Har Zion Syna
gogue in Phil3delphia (Conscrv~tive). 

F. December ll, 1955. Roman Catholic. Spcakor: Francis Cardinal Spellman, 
Archbishop of :ci;r York. Cardinal Spellmen vdll speak on the Church, 
its foundations, and the institution of the Papacy in St. Peter. Choirs: 
The Sistine Q1apel Choir; Tho Choir of st. Bernard's Seminary in 
Rochester, No· York; The Choir of St. Patrick's Cathedral in Nol; York; 
Tho r·orcau Seminary Choir of the Univnrsity of Notre Drunc. 

G. Deccmbor 18, 195.5. Latter Day Saints. Speaker: David o. l"cKay of 
Salt Lake City, ninth and present President of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints. President EcKay Vlill s~eak on Joseph Smith. 
Choirs: Tho Tabernacle Choir of Salt Lake City; The Hormon Choir of 
Southern California. 
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Format for the Church of the Air - October 30, 1955 - 9: 30 - 10 :00 AM EST 

Musical Theme 

1. President Arthur Hull Hayes 
President Hayes will sketch the occasion and briefly recall the 
major events and changes in the world d ring t.h0 past 25 years. 
He will the!1 ~sk our throe guests to remind us what religion has 
had to say during the same troublr:d years, and specifically how 
the clergy on the Chnrch of tho Air havG talked to their fellow 
Americans. He will introd1.~ce: 

2. The !·iost Reverend -qichard Jo Cushing 
Archbishop Cushing will recall the years, where appro'!)riate 
directly quoting the Catholic religion's guidance to the people 
on the Church of the Airo He will introduce a choir ·which sang 
on tho Church of the Air one troubled Sunday in the •thirties . 

3. Roman Catholic Choir 
Singing selection sung on the historic Sunday. 

4. Archbishop Cushing 
Archbishop Cushing will continue, and will close introducing a 
second choir which s erved on another Sunday of rr.ornento 

5. Roman Catholic Choir 
Singing selection sung on that Junday . 

6. President Ha.,rcs 
President :-rayos v:ill introduce: 

7. Rabbi Abba Hillel 1ilver ~ e~c', 

Rabbi Silver will recall/and introduce a choir which ministered 
to the country in the ' thil'ties on the Church of tho ·lir . 

8 • Jcr-1ish Choir 
Singing selection sung on particular broadcast. 

9. Rabbi Silver 
Rabbi .'iilver will continue, using quotations and introducing: 

10. A Second Jov ish Choir 
Singing selection sung on particular broadcast, 

3 minutes 

2 minutes 

2 minutes 

3 minutes 

1 minute 

15 seconds 

2 minutes 

2 minutes 

3 minutes 

1 minute 
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11. President Hayes 
President Hayes will introduce: 

12. The flt. Reverend Joseph S ~ J"innis 
Bishop l'~innis will recall the years and introriuc0 a Protesta.nt 
choir , :hich sang to the countr:,r on one of the troubled Sundays 
in tho 1 t hirties . 

13. Protestant Choir 
Singing selection sung on that Sunday. 

14. Bishop J"innis 
Bishop i·innis will continuG; using quotations 2.nd introducing: 

15. Another Protestant Choir 
Singing selection sw1~ on the broadcast. 

16. Proaidcnt Hayes 
President Hayes will close vvi.th a tribute to religionts 
significant support and guidance of our peopleo 

Musical Theme 

,~ Timings ar ' approximatee 

15 seconds 

2 minutes 

2 minutes 

3 minutes 

1 minute 

2 minutes 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Congregation Tifereth Israel 
East 105th and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

November 2, 1955 

Penni t me to express my own apprecia
tion, and that of CBS Radio, for your fine contribution to 
the special anniversary Church of the Air broadcast. Perhans 
you were able to hear the program -- I hope approved it. 

From your reputation and from talking 
with you on the phone, I expected your voice and delivery to 
be superior radio; my expectations were more than fulfilled. 
I found listening to your message an exciting experience: 
your handling of the language, and of thought concepts is 
really superb. 

}lay I reiterate my thanks. You were 
gracious in consenting to partici ate on the program, and 
then provided us with an anniversary tap of unusual merit. 

mo•c:rei 
cc : Dr. Jonah Wise 

l ost si cer~ly yours, 

~ -~ 
~s. _roll e 0 1 Connor 

Producer 
Church of the Air 
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Phone call by Miss o•Connor - CBS - Church of Air Program 

She would very much like to have your script bp the 24th as she has 

to write Mr. Hayes speech and wants to be sure there is no dovetailing 

of material. 

Mr. Hayes will be introducing you and if you could begin by saying 

11Thank you Mr. Hayes" etc. 

Mr. Hayes speech will set the stage histori cally - covering perhaps 

period of boys in the war - the grim jo•s /gtg~~8 i~gnshe suggested 

that these ideas not be repeated in your talk but ~ather that you 

rover the religious aspect. 

She advised that she has had the two Choirs• music rerecorded -

that your reference to the music would be • n the nature of :t.he 

music illustrating what you say. 

Choir selecti on~ has been changed: 1st Choir - Detroit Temple Beth El 
is O.K. 

2nd Choir - Sher hmeth - St Louis will be "0 LORD MAY THE WORBS OF 
MY MOUTH" 

You will have ple nty of time. 

Plaza 1-2345 - call and say I have nothing for her. 




